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LORDS,  MONDAY,  JANUARY  25. 
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who  declared  themselves  illiterate,^*—!  r/U  E^rl  of  Limerick)  302 
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[7.0.] 

COMMONS,  MONDAY,  JANUARY  25. 
Q  UE8TI0NS. 

Thb  Suez  Ca.val — Questions,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke,  Mr.  Sutherland  ;  An- 
swers, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Bourke)  304 

Amur  (Dikhpune) — Disorders  \n  Belfast  Barracks — Question,  Mr. 
Ewart;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary,  War  Department  (Mr.  H. 
S.  Northcote)  . .     305 

PocT  Office — Parcel  Post— Question,  Mr.  Ileaton;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  (Lord  John  Manners)  305 

FiaOBRiEs    •Scotlaxu) — Private    Pibrh  —  Pier    Dues  ^Questions,    Mr. 

Macfarlane;  Answers,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  Macdonald)  •  •     805 

Sea  Ajri)  Coast  Fisheries  (Irelam)^ — Trawlixcj  in  Galway  Bay — Ques- 
tion, (Lionel  Nolan  ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Ilart  Dyke  . .  . .     307 

Post  Office— Overhead  Wires — The  RErExr  Skowstork— Question,  Sir 

Hrnry  Tyler ;  Answer,  The  PoHmastor  General  (Lord  John  Manners)     307 

IliPROVEME51     OF    lUNDEO     PliOPEUlV     (IbELAND)— LEGISLATION — QuestioU, 

Mr.  Marum ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  .  •     308 
I*AW  A5D  Justice    S<.t>TLAyi>, — Mr.  R.  W.  Rentok,   Proci'rator   Fiscal 
OF  East  Fife— Question,  Dr.  Cameron ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  Macdonald;  . .  . .  . .     308 

(fLKBB   LaKBS     lRELA2a>)^PURCHASERS   UVDER  THE  LaND    AcT     OF     1869 — 

Qaestion,  Mr.  W.  O'Brien ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 

;Mr.  Jackson;  . .     309 

Trade   ahd   Commerce — Bounties  to   Italian   Shipping — Question,   Mr. 

Tomlinson  ;  Answer,  The  President  (Mr.  £.  Stanhope)  . .  . .     310 

Tariff  AVt>  Customs  Acr,  1870— Forfeitures— Question,  Mr.  King;  An* 

swer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    . .  . .     310 

Turket^Trratmext  of  Christians— Question,  Mr.  Bryce;  Answer,  The 

Lender  Secretary  of  Slate  (Mr.  Bourke}  . .  .  •     31 1 

Armt — BicoMOND  Barra<:ks,  Dcblin — Question,  Sir  James  Forgusson ;  An* 

swer.  The  Financial  Secretary',  War  Denartment  (Mr.  H.  S.  Northcote)  311 
Mazuoascar — Treaty  wnn  Filutce— Questions,  Mr.  Johnston,  Sir  Charles 

W.  Dilki* ;  Answers,  Tbe  Under  SiK^retory  of  State  (Mr.  Bourke)  . .  312 
Crimb  and  Octbagb  (IaEL.iND,— Alleged   Cruelty  to  a   "  Boycotted  *' 

WoMAM — Queeliona,  Mr.  Stanley  Leighton,  Mr.  Uealy ;  Answers,  Sir 

WiUiam  Hart  Dyke  ..     31i 

Naty — SmPBriLDDro  on  tor  Tyvb— Question,   Mr.  Broadhnrst;  Answer, 

Tlia  Furst  Lofd  (Lord  Qeorge  Hamilton)  . .  ..SIS 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Bi^VMAH — Ths  Bbitibh  AtrrnoEmES  —  Mhjtabt  ExEcunoKs  —  Thb 
PsoTOflT  ILutSHAL — QuestioDs,  Sir  George  Campbell,  Mr.  Osborne 
Morgmn,  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Mr.  Conjbeare,  Dr.  Cameron ;  Answers,  The 
Secntarj  of  Htote  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  . .  . .     314 

IxDU. — The  Uncovekantbd  Civil  Service — Question,  Mr.  Serjeant  Simon  ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill)  317 

Sale  of  Irtoxicatixo  Liquoes — ^Legislation — Question,  Mr.  T.   Watson; 

Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  . .     317 

Seed  Supply  (iRELAifD)  Act— Foukth  Ikstalmbnt  of  Bate — ^Postpone- 
XEET  OF  Patment — Quostion,  Colooel  Nolan;  Answer,  Sir  William 
HartDjke  ..  ,.318 

IimusTEiEs  AEO  Salmox  FISHERIES  (Ieelakb)— The  Seleoi  Cohhittebs — 
Be- APPoncTMENT— Question,  Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Cbancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ..  •.  ..318 

Eeolakb  Aim  Greece — Collective  Note  of  the  European  Powers  — 
Questions,  Mr.  Chamberlain  ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
(Mr.  Bourke) . .  ..  ..  ..318 

Paeuajcket — Business  of  the  House — Condition  of  Ireland — Question, 

Lord  Claud  Hamilton;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  319 

The  Botal  Irish  Constabulary — Question,  Lord  Charles  Beresford ;  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  . .     320 

Faeliament^The  New  Bules  of  Procedure — Question,  Mr.  Kaikes ;  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer     . .  •  •     •  ^^^ 

ORDER    OF    THE    DAY. 
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—Question  again  proposed  : — ^Debate  re$um€d  . .     321 

BuRMAH^MlLITART  OPERATIONS— INCIDENCE  OF  CoST — 

Amendment  proposed. 

At  the  end  of  tho  6th  pftngmph,  to  add  the  words—  «  But  this  Hoase  hnmbly  expresses  to 
Her  Mnjesty  their  regret  that  the  Revenues  of  India  have  been  applied  to  defray  tho 
expenses  of  the  military  operations  carried  on  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ava,  without  the 
consent  of  Parliament  as  required  by  'The  Oovemment  of  India  Act,  1858, '  "— (ifr. 
Humttr)  ..  ••  ..  ..  ••      321 

Qoestion  proposed,  ''  That  those  words  be  there  added :  " — After  debate. 
Amendment,  by  leaye,  withdrawn, 

AoBicuLTUBAL  DEPRESSION — Amendment  proposed. 
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humbly  to  represent  the  pres^mi^  necessity  for  securing  without  delay  to  the 
cultirators  of  the  soil  such  condittons  of  tenure  as  will  aid  and  encourage  them  to 
meet  the  new  and  trying  circumstances  in  which  the  Agriculture  of  the  Country  is 
placed/*— Jfr.  l^artAijf)  ..  ..      848 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted : " — After  debate, 
J/or#i,  **That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"— (iSir  liiehard  Temple  :) 
— After  further  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leare,  urtthdratcn, 

Qneatioo  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  He  there  inserted  "  394 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  «'  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (J/r. 
Kimher  :) — Question  put,  and  negatived, 

Queation  put,  '*  That  those  words  be  there  inserted : " — The  House  divided; 
Aym  183,  Noes  211 ;  Majority  28. 

Dinaion  List,  Ayes  and  Noes  . .     400 

Main  Question  proposed  : — Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," 
•^  JTr.  Jee$$  VoUtnge :) — Question  put,  and  eifreed  to  .'-—Debate  adjourned 
till  " 
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Aeeess  to  Moontains  (Scotland)  BliSl-Ord*r*d(Mr.  Brpc$,  Mr.  Ch^mp  BM<m,  Mr. 
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[12.45.] 
LOBDS,  TUESDAY.   JANUARY  26. 
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Land  Registry  BiU  (No.  7)- 
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JtflfW,  **  That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do  consist  of  Nine  Members,** — 
(Sir  Jakm  R.  Ifotehrs^)  .407 

After  short  debate,  JVer^,  '*  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (ifr. 
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MOTION. 


Paruajcbnt — ^Business  of  the  House — 

Mm^i^  **That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  reeaminff  the  Adjoamed  Debate  on  the  Addreee, 
ia  Answer  to  Her  Majeety*s  Moat  Oracioos  Speech,  hare  preoedence,  this  day,  over 
the  NoCioes  of  Motions,**— >(Jfr.  CkatMiUr  of  th$  EscheqHir)  . .      43X 

After  short  debate,  Amendment  proposed, 

To  leare  ont  all  the  words  after  the  word  **  preoedenoe,'*  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
ia  order  to  add  the  words,  "on  all  days  on  which  it  is  let  down  over  Notices  of 
Motions  and  Orders  of  the  Day,**— (Jfr.  FamM,) 

*  Quettton  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Queation :  " — After  further  short  debate,  Amendment,  by  leave, 
irt/Airawii. 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words, 
*'and  To-morrow  over  other  Orders  of  the  Day  and  the  Notices  of 
Motions,"— (Ar  WiUUm  Msrtourt.) 

Queation,  '*  That  those  words  be  there  added,"  put,  and  a^ned  to : — Main 
Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  ttgrnd  to. 

OBDEB    OF    THE    DAT. 

flMma  in  Snatoft  to  '^tt  ff ajeatifa  fin%i  flhrariotui  £pc(t(— [Adjoxtrki  d 

Debate]  [Foceth  Nioar] — 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [21st  January :] 
— Question  again  proposed : — Debate  rtMumed  442 

Aixormprrs  aitd  Shall  Holdikos— Amendment  proposed. 

By  tQeetttna,  sfter  the  word  *' transient,"  in  the  1 1th  paragraph,  the  words  **  hat  this 


HoQse  hnmbly  expteeeee  its  regret  that  no  meaeoree  are  announced  br  Her  ^tajeety 
for  the  pieeent  relief  of  theie  rlewee,  and  especially  for  affording  ncilities  to  the 
agncttltonl  Ubonrers  and  othere  ia  the  mral  districts  to  obtain  allotments  and  small 
holdings  on  equitable  terms  as  to  rent  and  iccority  of  tenure/' — ( Jfr.  /«m«  Cclling§)      443 

Queation  proposed,  ''That  those  words  be  there  inserted  :  " — After  long 
debate,  Question  put:— The  House  iiviied:  Ayes  329,  Noes  250; 
Majority  79. 

Diriaion  Ltat,  Ayea  and.Noes  526 

Main  Queation,  aa  amended*  proposed. 

After  short  debate,  Mo90d^  ''  That  the  Debate  be  adjourned  till  Thursday,*' 
— (JVr.  Ckmmlkr  tfiks  £xchiqu§r  :)— Question  put,  and  sfrnd  U. 

U09^t  "  That  thia  House,  at  the  riaing  of  the  House  this  day,  do  adjourn 
till  Thutaday,*'— ( Jfr.  Chtm€$lkr  ofihs  JElrcAsfusr :}— Queation  put,  and 
9§rudU. 

M0Md,  •*  That  thia  House  do  now  adjoum,''->( Jfr.  Chmu$fUr  •f  ihs 
AUsfwsr :) — ^Aftar  abort  debate,  Question  put,  and  0gr$ed  Is.     [l-l^-l 
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Roll  of  the  Lord8>~ 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  prepared  and  laid  it  on  the  Table :  The  same  was 
ordered  to  he  printed,    (No.  8.) 

Several  Lords — ^Took  the  Oath. 

Quzkk's  Speigh — Her  Majesty's  Akswer  to  the  Address  nportid  531 

Address  and  Answer  ordered  to  be  printed  and  pMtehed. 

Vjlbliauejxt — ^ADJOURNiaurr — Resignation  of  the  Ministry — 

Moved^  "That  the  House  do  adjonm  till  Monday  next/' — {The  Lord 

President  of  the  Cauneilf  Fiecount  Cranhrook)  ..531 

Motion  agreed  to.  [4.80.] 

COMMONS,  THURSDAY,  JANUARY  28. 

Sereral  other  Members  took  and  subscribed  the  Oath. 

Pabliaicert— Private  Bnxs^ 

OrdtTtd^  That  the  Chaimiaii  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  hare  leave 
to  teek  a  Conference  with  the  Chairman  of  Committoee  of  the  Uouae  of  Lords,  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  (under  Standing  Order  79),  in  which  House  of  Parliament 
the  rsspectire  Private  Bills  should  he  first  considered,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the 
House/*— (5i>  John  Mowirmy.) 

PARUAMSHT^ADJOrRinCEirr— RESIOKATIOir  OF  THE  MlinSTRT — 

Moeed,  **  That  this  House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  till  Monday  next/' — 
( JUr.  OhemeelUr  of  the  Exchequer)  . .     532 

Question  put,  and  a^eed  to. 

Jfoved,  ••  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn,"— (Ifr.  Chancellor  of  the  E^ehe- 
quer  :}^Que6tion  put,  and  agreed  to.  [4.30.] 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  1. 

Sereral  Lords^Took  the  Oath. 

Parllucekt — ^ADJocRimcsiT — ^Resignation  of  the  MnruTRT-^STATEKEMT 
OF  THE  Marquess  of  Salisbury — 

M^eed,  "  That  the  House  do  adjourn  until  Thursday, "—( The  Marqueee  of 

SaUshury)  633 

Motion  ap^eed  to.  [4.80.] 

COMMONS,  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  1. 

PARUAXEirr — ^ADJOURinCERT^RESIONATION  OF    THE    MINISTRY — StATSHRNT 

OF  THE  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — 

Mooed^  '*  That  this  House  will,  at  the  rising  of  the  House  this  daj, 
adjourn  till  Thursday,"— (  Mr.  Chaneclhr  of  the  Ezeheqmer)  . .     634 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mored,  *'That  this  House  do  now  adjourn,"— (ifr.  Chaneellor  of  the 
Fmekefuer:) — Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  [4.30.1 

LORDS,  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  2. 
Their  LoidsUpe  met  for  Jodioial  Bnsineet  onlj  F^*^*] 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

LORDS,  THUB8DAT,  FEBRUARY  4.  Pag$ 

Sereral  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

PAaUAMS5T — AdJOURHMSMT — 

M^id,  *'  That  the  Iloase  do  now  adjourn,"^ TjW  Marqu$u  of  Salisbury)      535 
Motion  asr04d  to.  |_4.30.] 

COMMONS,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  4. 
A  Member  took  and  subacribed  the  Oath. 

PaRUAXEXT — ^ADJOUBlTMEirT — 

M09id.  **  That  this  House  will,  at  the*  rising  of  the  House  this  day, 
adjourn  till  Saturday,  at  Three  of  the  clodk,*' — (Mr.  Arnold  MorUy)  . .     586 

QneaCaoD  put,  and  «^Mi  to. 

Jbood,  •<  That  this  House  do  now  adjoum/'^(irr.  Arnold  MorUy  :)— 
Question  put,  and  a^reod  to.  [4.45.] 

LORDS,  FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  5. 
Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  [1.45.1 

COMMONS,  SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  6. 

A  Member  took  and  subscribed  the  Oath. 

Pabuamxht — AiuouiurMK2rr — 

S^$oirfd,  That  this  House,  at  the  rising  of  the  House  this  day,  do  adjourn 
till  Thursday  18th  February,— (1/r.  ArnM  MorUy.)  [3.45.] 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  8. 

LoBJ>  CnAXCBLLoa — 

The  Earl  Oeaktillb  acquainted  the  House  that  Her  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  create  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Farrer  Hcrschell,  Knight, 
liord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  a  Peer  of  this  Realm,  by  the  title 
of  Baron  Herschell  of  the  oitv  of  Durham,  and  his  Lordship,  having 
retired  to  robe,  was  introduced  in  the  usual  manner. 

PAauAMxrr — Adjourxxkht — 

Mofffd^  '^That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  until  Thursday,  the 

18th  instant/*— (JStfW  OruntilU)  . .  . .     538 

Motion  sfTMif  io,  [4.15.] 

LORDS,  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  9. 
Thsir  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  [^*^*1 

LORDS,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  11. 
Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  [3.45.] 

LORDS,   FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY   12. 
Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  C^-^O 


LORDS,  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  15. 
Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  [^«0*1 

VOU  OUCU.      [tU11U>  SKEIKS.]  i     ^      ^ 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

LORDS.  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  16.  Page 

Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  odIj.  [1.45.] 

The  MiKisTBT  of  the  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone  as  formed  on  Ac- 

CEPIAXCE  OF  Office  ..  ,.  ..  ..541 

LORDS,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  18. 

Sereral  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

PoucT  OF   Her    Majesty's    Ooyebnhent — ^Ministerial    Statement,   Earl 

Granville : — Debate  thereon  . .  . .  . .     543 

Disturbances  in  the  Metropolis — Questions,  Observations,  The  Earl  of 

Limerick  ;  Reply,  Lord  Thurlow : — Short  debate  thereon  . .     555 

South-eastern  Europe — Policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government — Ques- 
tion, The  Marquess  of  Salisbury ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  (The 
Earl  of  Rosebery)  ..  ..  ..  ..577 

Women's  Suffrage  Bill  \u,'L.'\—Fr$9ented  (The  Lord  Denman) ;  read  I*  (No.  10)         ..      575 
Xarriages  Validity  Bill  la.i^.'\'-Pre9ented{Th4  LordBinhopofCarlUle) ;  read  !•  (Ko.  11)     578 

[7.15.] 

COMMONS,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  18. 

New  Writs  Issued — New  Members  Sworn  . .  . .  . .     579 

Controverted  Elections — 

Ordrred,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  do  attend  this  House  forthwith  with  the  last  Re- 
turn for  the  St.  Andrews  District  of  Burghs,  and  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the 
name  of  bt^'nhcn  Williamson,  esquire. 

The  Clerk  of  tne  Crown  attending,  amended  the  same  accordingly        • .  •  •      580 

Policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Ooyernvbnt — Ministerial  Statement,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W*  E.  Gladstone);  Obsenrations,  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach  ••  ••     581 

QUESTIONS. 


South-eastern   Europe — Greece  and   Turkey — Questions.    Mr.  Joseph 

Cowen ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  585 
The    Ecclesiastical    Commissioners — Extraordinary    Tithe— Question, 

Mr.  T.  H.  Bolton  ;  Answer,  Sir  John  R.  Mowbray  . ,     687 

Prisons    (Irei*and) — Mountjoy  Con^'ict  Prison  —  Question,   Mr.  Arthur 

0*Connor ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  588 
Prisons  (Irklanh) — Suicides  in  Galway  Gaol  —  Question,   Mr.   Arthur 

O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  589 
Local   Govehsment  Board    (Ireland}  —  Beport   op   Inspector   on  the 

pRr)pi>sED  Amalgamation  of  Portions  of  the  Donouohmore    Union 

WITH  TUB  Unioxs  OF  Bos^RBA  AND  Abdeyleix — Question,  Mr.  Arthur 

()*C<mnor ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  589 
Inland  Xavioatiox  and  Drainage  (Ireland) — The  Barrow  —  Question, 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 

John  Morley)  . .  •  •  . .     589 

High  Court  of  Justice  —  The  Long  Vacation  —  Question,   Mr.  Arthur 

0*Connor ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Charles  Bussell)  . .  590 
Burial   Act,    18H0 — Burial    at    Chelmsford  —  Question,   Mr.    Oanrell 

WtUiam^i ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

(Mr.  Childers)  ..  ..  ..590 

Poor   I^w — Outdoor  Bbuef  during  the  existing  Distress — Questions, 

Mr.  I»aacs ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  £. 

Gladstone),  The  IVesident  of  the  Local  Qoyemment  Board  (Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••     691 


TABLE  OP  CONTENTS. 

DiamTmajurcBs  nr  the  Mbtropous — Action  of  the  Home  Depabtmsht  — 
Qo«stioiM,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Lord  Algernon  Percy,  Sir  Robert  Fowler, 
Sir  R.  Auheton  Crose,  Mr.  Picton,  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mr.  Radcliffe  Cooke, 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  Mr.  Puleeton ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Denartment  (Mr.  Childers),  The  First  Ijord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  £.  Gladstone) ;  Question,  Mr.  Stanley  Leiffhton  [no  reply]  . .     593 

Italy — Abrbst  of  Pbofkssor  NicnoL — Question,  Sir  Henry  Roscoe ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Bryce)  . .     606 

Thb  Dbbate  02f  THE  Addebss — Personal  Explanation,  Mr.  Llewellyn       . .     606 

NOTICE. 

0 

Ea«t  Ltbu,  BrRHAn  (Expenses  of  Military  Operatiobs)  —  Notice  of 
Resolution,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  Ughtred  Kay- 
Shuttleworth)  ..  ..  ..  ..607 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


Hb^cM  m  flnflnrt  to  l(er  ^Kajeftu'f  £Ke0t  ®tadou0  2peec^— Adjouuned 
Debate    [Fifth  Niout] — 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Main  Question,  as 
amended  r26th  January:] — Main  Question,  as  amended,  again  pro- 
poeed : — Debate  rumm^d  607 

After  debate.  Amendment  proposed, 

Al  th*  end  of  the  16lh  pan^^ph,  to  ii&tcrt  tho  words, — <*  This  IIoobo  humbly  eiprPMet 
it!  rpf^rrt  thai  in  Her  Majt-sty's  (tniciouft  S|M»ech  tho  refnronco  to  tho  condition  of  the 
people  in  the  Uighlanda  and  Islands  of  Scotland  ia  of  a  vafi^uo  and  indefinite  character, 
and  contain*  no  tatiafactory  aasuranco  that  such  I/Cfcishition  as  tho  Bciioiis  nature  of 
tli<*  caae  demands  will  be  undertaken,  and  is  of  opinion  that,  until  a  Land  lUll  dealinf^ 
in  a  ct^mprrhensiTe  manner  with  tho  proved  and  admitted  grievances  of  the  Highland 
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Cooncillors. 
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Jgsss/iW,  That  this  House  will,  7b-merrsa#,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 

to  consider  of  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty. 
Kslimatea  referred. 

Wats  axd  Mbaits— 

J?sss/iW,  That  this  House  will,  Tt^wMrow^  resolTe  itself  into  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  Ways  and  Means  for  raising  the  Supply  to  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty.  ^^^ 

Shop  Hoan  Begulation  BiU  [Bill  56J^ 

ifeps<  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (^I'r  John  Luhhoeh)        679 
ikbm  alMTt  debatOi  Motion  •$rHd  U ;— BiU  retd  a  second  time. 
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Main  QueelMm  again  propoaed  731 
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Beply,  Tho  Under  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan);  Obserra- 
taoBs,  Sir  Frederick  Stanley  • .     721 

Main  Queslaoii,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,'*  pot,  and 
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m^fftd  tc                  ..                                                     ..                         .,                         .,  726 
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(6.)  £500,  Colonial  Office. 
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agreed  to  ..  ••  ••  ..  ..     763 

(8.)  £2,371,  Charity  Commission. 
(9.)  £2,100,  CiTil  Service  Commission. 
(10.)  £7,490,  Local  Government  Board. 

(11.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,430,  be 
granted  to  Her  l&Iajesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  Expenses  of  the 
Office  of  Her  Majesty *s  Secretary  for  Scotland  *'   . .  . .  . .       764 

After  short  debate,  Mored^  **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,930,  be  granted.  Sec,/' — 
(Dr.  CauMTon .')— Question  put : — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  52,  Koos  110  ;  Ma- 
jority 68.— (Div.  List,  No.  7.) 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 
(12.)  £100,  Lord  Lieutenant's  Household,  Ireland. 
(13.)  £159,  Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey,  Ireland. 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

114.)  £6,383,  County  Courta. — After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to       ..  ••       775 

15.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £1,327,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  paj^mont  during  the  vear  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1886,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scotland,  and  other 
LmaI  Charges       •■  ..  ..  ..       779 

After  short  debate,  Mored,  '<That  the  Vote  be  omitted,*' -{Mr,  Jaeke  ^-^Aitet 
further  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£41,  be  granted,  Ace.,"— (I>r.  CawwoH)  ..  ..  ..     790 

After  short  debate.  Question  put:— The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  117,  Koes  136; 
Majority  l9.--<I>iv-  List,  No.  8.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(16.)  £4,069,  County  Court  Officers,  kc.  Ireland. — ^After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to        794 

(17.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
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the  Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland  **  ••  *       ••  ••       806 

Vote  agreed  te, 

Aesolntioiis  to  be  reported  upon  Mmda^  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Mondajf  next. 

Theatres,  Ac.  (Metropolis)  Bill  [BiU  69]— 

ifofW,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Dixon- 
EeurtUnd)        ..  ••  ..     837 

Mottd,  "That  the  Debate  be  now  adjoamed/'—( i^r.  /7.  H.  FowUr  :)'^ 
After  short  debate,  Motion  tt^eed  to : — Debate  adjourned  till  JFodnetdag 
17th  March. 

MOTIONS. 

DtsQUALXTicATioN  OP  Membeba— Mb.  OcTAyTas  Yauohav  Mohoak— Motiok 

rOR  A   SSLXCT  COMMITTKX — 
Mered,  **That  it  be  refonrd  to  a  Select  Committee  of  Seven  Members  to  consider 
whether  Mr.  Octavins  Yauffhan  Morgan  is  diajuAlifled  fnim  sitting  and  voting  as  a 
Member  of  this  House,  under  the  Statute  2S  George  8,  c.  i6,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  thereon,** — {Str  Jokm  Lmbboek)  ,,  «•  ,.      939 

Motion  0^rood  to. 
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Copyhold  and  CnttonUUry  Tenure  KH-Ordsrsd  {Mr,  BanisUr  FUUAsr,  Mr.  C.  M. 

Wmrmimften^  Mr.  B.  L.  IT,  Ziittsom) ;  prssmttd,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  94]       ••      841 

Comaioa  Jiiriee  Eemnneration  ViM—Ordsrsd  {Mr.  Oromptom,  Mr.  Zockwood,  Mr. 

Smfsns  Wamm^  Sir  JoJkm  Sicimhtrm,  Mr,  Johns) ;  pressntsd,  and  read  the  flnt  time 
[BiU  94]  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..      841 

Oroud  Oame  Aet  (1880)  Amendment  Bill—Ordersd  (Mr.  Cnmpton,  Mr.  A.  B. 

WtnUrh^ih^m,  Mr.  Smgfns    ITason^  Mr.  Ckanninf) ;  prssemtsd,  and  read  the  firat  time 
lBiU9e]  ..  ..  842 

Baihray  Begnlation  Bill— ^^m^  {Mr.  ChMHnimsf,  Mr.  Jostph  L$ie$sUr,  Mr.  John  mi- 
MM  {Jhtrhmm),  Mr.  C.  S.  Pmrksr,  Mr»  Jmecbf^  Mr,  Lt^ton) ;  pnstntsd,  and  read  the 
flnt  time  [Bill  97]     ..  ..  ..  842 

Bdaeatioa  (Scotland)  (School  Feet)  BOl- Ordered  {Mr.  SutherUnd,  Sir  Berhert 
M^sutii,  Mr.  FinUffoon,  Dr.  Farquhmrson,  Mr.  Buehanmn^  Mr,  Koel)  \  presented^  and 
read  the  flnt  time  [BiU  98]  ..  842 

OoBUBoaa  and  Inclotnre  Aett  Amendment  WtSi—Ordtred  (Mr.  Waiter  Jdm$»,  Mr. 

SUrf.MMieifne,  Mr.  Joioef,  Mr.  CoU) ;  presented,  and  read  the  fint  time  [BiU  99]    . .       842 

ParUamtntary  Toters  (Begistration)  BOi-Ordered  {Sir  JuUmn  Ooidsmid,  Mr. 

Uhtnehere,  Mr.  B»b9on,  Mr.  M*Iver) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [BUI  100]  . .       842 


Ordered^  That  a  Meet  Committee  bo  apiiointcd  to  aMirt  Mr.  Hpoaker  in  aU  matten 
which  relate  to  the  Printing  executed  by  Order  of  this  House,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  and  arranging  for  Printing  Returns  and  Papcn  presented  in  punuance  of 
Motions  made  by  Mcmben  of  this  llouso : — List  of  the  Committee  ••  ••842 
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llsraopous — Tna  Begbnt  Biots — Question  The  Earl  of  Limerick  ;  Anewer, 

LordThurlow  ..     843 

AixonouiTs — Monox  for  a  Kbtusn — 

Mpt^df  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House^ 

**Rctnm  (1.)  <>'  *U  agricultural  holdings  in  England  and  Wales,  both  of  arable  and 
pasture  land,  occupied  as  aUotmcnts  or  field  gardens,  of  one- eighth  of  an  acre  and  not 
exceeding  four  arrvs;  {'2,,  of  aU  garden  allotments  exceeding  one-eighth  of  an  acre 
attached  to  cottages :  (3.)  of  nil  charitable  trusts  in  KngUnd  and  Wales  the  trustees 
of  which  are  trustees  within  the  meaning  of  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  of  the 
AUolmenU  Extension  Act,  ms'2,**^{The  Harl  of  Onslow)  ••      843 

After  short  debate,  Motion  .  bj  leave  of  thu  House)  tcithdrawn. 
Kisrotox  OF  AvA — ^Bksolutiox — Moved  to  resolve — 

"That  llrr  Uajesty  baring  directed  a  mi  itary  expedition  of  Her  forces  charged 
upon  Indian  revenues  to  oe  despatched  against  the  King  of  Ava,  this  House  con* 
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its  thai  the  reTennes  of  India  shaU  be  appUed  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  mUitary 
operaUooa  vhidi  may  be  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of  Her  Migesty*s 
I  Ddian  Poaseasions/^— ( The  Kurt  of  K*mh*rU^) 

MUit  debate,  llotion  tt^rni  to. 
MarrUgM  Validity  BUI  (No.  11)— 

J/sfMl,  «•  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,'*— (7:U  Lord  £i$kop  of  CmtIuU)  . .     866 

After  short  debate.  Motion  ofreid  to : — Bill  read  2*  acoordinglj,  and  com* 
miiUd  to  a  Gommittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thw^i^y  next. 
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OBDERB    OF   THB    DAY. 
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After  short  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a 
second  time,  and  commiiied  for  Ih-morrow. 

MOTIONS. 


SvDowsD  Schools  Acts — Motiok  fob  ▲  Select  Gomhittbe — 
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far  it  majr  be  expedieht  to  amend  the  powers  exercised  nnder  them  by  the  Chanty  Com- 
immooen,**— {Sir  Ljfon  Flay fiur)      ,.  ,,  ,.  .,    1006 

Motion  agr4ed  to, 

Bivers  Purification  Bill— Or^CrrMf  (Mr,  HM9tin0$,  Sir  Sdwmrd  Birkheck,  Lord  Charles 
Btru/ordt  Sir  W,  Ouytr  ffttnter.  General  Str  William  Crouman,  Colonel  Sandy e) ;  pre^ 
smK«^,  and  read  the  first  time  [BiU  101]  ..  ..     1006 

IGneS  VSk'-Ordsred  {Mr,  Conybeare,  Mr,  Borlaee,  Mr,  Bnrt,  Mr,  Blake,  Mr,  AlUeon,  Mr. 
Abraham  {Mhandda  Valley),  Mr,  Mason,  Mr,  Saunders) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time 
[Bill  102]  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..     1007 

QjdS  PUrk  Comer  (Hew  Streets)  BUl^Ordared  {Mr,  Leveson  Oower,  Mr,  Fowler,  Mr. 

Braadhurst) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  103]  • .     1007 

LsaielM>lds  (Facilities  of  Purchase  of  Fee  Simple)  BTML—Ordered  {Mr,  Zawson, 

Mr.  Burt,  Mr,  Fulestan,  Colonel  Huyhss^Hallett,  Mr,   Solden,  Mr,   Arthur  Cohen) ; 
^rMm/#tf,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  104]  ..  ..     1007 

Bemoral  Terms  (Burghs)  (Scotland)  Act  (1881)  Amendment  BiU— Ordered  {Mr, 

Sdaumd  Sohertsom,  Mr,  /.   W,  Barclay,  Mr.  Huysna  JFason)';  presented,  and  read  the 

fint  time  [Bill  105]    ..  ..  ..  ••  ..     1007 

Corrupt  Practices  (MnBidpal  Blecttons)  (SeoUaad)  Wa-Ordsred  {Mr,  Edmund 

Bohertson^  Mr,  W,  A  Munter);  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  106]  • .     1007 

KiTCHBK  AKC   BEmSSHHXKT  BoOMS   (HoUSB   OF  CoMMONS) — 

Committee  appointed^  **  to  control  the  arraagemenU  of  the  Kitchen  and  Refreshment 
Hoooia,  in  the  department  of  the  8eijeant  of  Arms  attending  this  Honse :  " — List  of 
th«CommiUee  ..  ..     1007 


CHehe  Loans  (Ireland).  Acts  Continnance  BiVL- Ordered  {Mr.  John  Moriey,  Mr. 

Memry  Fowler) ;  presanted^  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  107]  •  •     1 008 

Coal  Mines  Befolatiom  Act  a872)  Amendment  Bm-Oriirr«tf(irr.  Arthur  0' Con. 

nor,  Mr.  T.  F.  i/Csnmsr)  ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  108]  . .     1008 

Beal  Assets  Administration  Wl—Ordered  {Mr,  Arthur  0*Connor,  Mr.  McLaren,  Mr. 

iM»f};  l»rMM/#i^  and  read  the  first  time  [BiU  109]..  ..  ..     1008 

[1.30.J 

L0BD8,  TUESDAY,  FEBBUABY  23. 
Natt— Coast  Dctkhcbs — ^BEsoLunoir — 

Momd,  **  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  Reports  of  Admiral  Hamilton  or  of  anj 


oUier  oAeer  eommisBioned  to  inquire  into  Coast  Defences  and  the  Royal  Naval  Volun- 
teer ArtiUefy  Corps,*^  The  Viitount  Sidatamth)  . .    1 008 

After  short  debate^  Motion  (bj  leave  of  the  Honse)  urithdrgwn. 

TSX  HeTBOPOUTAV   PoUCI  FoECI — DePABTMESTTAL  COICMITTBB  OF   1B79  — 

Qnestionsy  ObserTations,  Viscount  Enfield,  Yiscoant  Midleton ;  Beplies, 
Lord  Aberdnrs,  Lord  Thoriow  ..  1012 

[5.16.] 
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Hast  Batiag  KH-Ori^rfd  {Mr.  WmrmimfUm,  Mr,  FUuK$r,  Mr.  CM)  ,  .    1116 

Prmuc  Aooouim  OoiuarrBB — 

Select  Oommittee  »MiMM/#tf : — List  of  the  Committee  ..   1115 

[12.46.] 

LOBDS,  WEDNESDAY,  FEBBUABT  24. 
Thair  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  [11 .46.] 

OOICMONB,  WEDNESDAY,  FEBBUABY  24. 
Ma.  OcrATitrs  Yauohah  Moeoait — 

(Mifwtf,  That  th«  Order  Q^th  Febmar}'],  appointinif  a  Select  Committee  to  oonaider 
whalhar  Mr.  OeCaTina  Vanghan  If  organ  it  diiqulified  from  ntting  and  Toting  aa  a 
Member  of  this  Hows,  be  raad  and  duckmrgf^,—{Sir  J^hm  Imhb^^k.) 


QUESTION. 


Pnuc  Meitxvos — Stkbch  of  Loan  Bakdolpb  CHuacBUX  at  Bslfast — 
Qasstion,  Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
JohaMorlej)  ..  1116 
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Tenure  of  Town  Houses  (Ireland)  Bill  [Bill  ll]— 

Moved,  '*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (jWt.  Crilly)  . .   1117 

After  long  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn : — Bill  withdrawn. 
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dock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned  till  To-morrow, 

MOTIONS. 
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PuUtg,  Mr.  TAomms  Blake,  Mr,  Winterhotham,  Mr,  Warmington) ;  preanUd,  and  read 

the  fint  time  [BiU  111]  ..  ..  ..  ..     U6S 

Payment  of  Members  Wl^OrtUred  {Mr,  SpentUg,  Mr,  Lahouchere,  Mr,  Laween,  Mr, 

Begd-Kinmtar,  Mr,  Congkeert) ;  prttented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  112]  ..1168 

Land  Tax  Commissioners*  Mames  KH—Ordered  {Mr,  leveeam  Oewer,  Mr.  Henry  H, 

FowUr)  ;  preunttd,  and  read  the  fint  time  [Bill  113]  ..  ..     1168 

School  Fees  of  Non-Panpers  Bill^^'^r*^  {Mr,  LlewtUgn,  Sir  Bichard  Paget,  Mr, 

MehJkemti) ;  prteemttd,  and  read  the  fint  time  [Bill  114]  . .  .  •     1 168 

Income  Tax  Administration  Amendment  Wl-'Ord€r§d  (Mr.  H^ihhard,  air  CharUe 

FereUr,  Mr,  Leaikam,  Mr,  Wkitleg) ;  preeented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  116]       ..     1169 

Merchindise  Marks  Act  (1862)  Amendment  Wl— Ordered  {Mr,  AeAmead-BaHUu, 

Mr,  Jo§iph  Ceven,  Mr,  Stuart-  JFortUy,  Mr,  Baden-Fowell,  Vi$co«nt  Crambome) ;  pr$* 

Mii/#<  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  116]  ..  ..     1169 

[6.50.] 

LORDS,  TIIUB8DAY,  FEBBUABT  26. 
Freshwater  Fisheriee  (Eels)  Bill  (No.  15)— 

Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"— ( TTte  Lord  Thurlcw)  . .   1169 

Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  vammitied  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

Th«  New  Pitbuc  Ophces — Besolctioh — Moved  to  resolve — 

**  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  HdOM  no  farther  atepc  either  of  demolition  or  conatnction 
ooght  to  be  taken  under  the  Pablic  Offices  Site  Act  before  Her  Majeetjr't  Oovemment 
have  henrd  the  depotattoD  from  the  Inititttte  of  Arehiteota,  smnged  to  take  plaoe  on 
thi*  1  et  of  Match  nex  t. "  --  ( TA  <  Lwd  StratAtden  and  CampbeU)  •  •  ••1170 

After  short  debate,  Motion  (by  leave  of  the  Home)  wUkirawn. 
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VaiOl  of  BSBOfiCM  Bill  [n.L.]-P^#«niM  {7%$  Stirl  of  MilUown) ;  read  1*  (No.  20)   ..     1 187 

[6.0.] 

COMMONS,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  25. 
PRIVATE     BUSINESS. 

Pa au amemt—-  STAifPiwo  Ordebs — 

Qoestion,  in  Stonding  Order  16Sa,  in  line  49,  after  the  word  ''Metro- 
polis," to  leave  out  the  words  <*  or  Scotland,"  put,  and  agnei  to         . .  1188 

Qnestion,  in  line  50,  after  the  word  '*  Department,"  to  insert  the  words 
**  and  as  regards  Scotland,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,"  put,  and  Mgrtsd 

Bbltast  Maot  DaAiiTAOB  Bill— Resolution — 

M990iy  **  That  the  Petition  against  the  Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill,  depo- 
sited  in  the  Prirate  Bill  Office  on  the  19th  instant,  be  printed  and  circu- 
lated with  the  Yotos,"—  (ifr.  S^xUn)  . .  1 1 89 

Motion  0grt4d  U. 

NOTICE. 


PAauAiCK:rT--OEDsa — AaoriisirrATiva  Qntsnoirs  —  Notice  of  Question, 
Colonel  Waring ;  Questions,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Oonnor ;  Answers, 
Mr.  Speaker  ..  ..  1190 

QUESTIONS. 


Walbs — IjrsracTom  or  Slats  avd  Sstt  QuAaans — Qoestton,  Mr.  Jones- 
Putt  :  Answer,  The  Seeretaiy  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Childera)  ..  1191 

BoTAL  lauH  CovsTABCLAaT — Alleokd  DisoBDsa — CovDVcT  OF  Police  at 
BavRTSBaiDGB,  Co.  KiLKiHinr— Question,  Mr.  Marum ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morlej)  • .  1191 

Bailwats— Railway  OocrLnfos^Question,   Mr.  Channing ;  Answer,  The 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundella)  ..1198 

lasLAjro  —  OoMMissioiixas  of  CsAaiTABLB  DoxATiovs  Avp  Bbqussts— 
'*  Belfast  Wurra  Lisrasr  Hall  " — Question,  Mr.  Biggar ;  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morlej)  ..  1193 

Sba  avd  Coast  Fisbkubs  (laBLAXDJ^OaiBTAircBs  of  thb  Foylb  Fishbb- 
MBV^Qneelion,  Mr.  James  O'Doherty ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
lor  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  ••  1193 

YOL.  OOCII.    [thtbd  sbbibs.]  [  /   1 
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MOTION. 
Obdbbs  of  tbb  Dat^ 

M9md,  <'Thst  tlM  Orders  of  the  Day  sabeeaueiit  to  the  Order  for  the  CkMnmiUee  on  the 
Lead  Be^iutry  Bill  [Lori9\  bo  poetponed  untQ  after  the  Notice  of  Motion  for  the 
tntrodactioa  of  a  Bill  relating  to  Crofters  in  the  Highlands  and  Idands  of  Scotland,** 
^(Mr.OUMtam)      ..  ..  ••  ..  ..   1228 

Motion  €gr$$d  to. 

OBDEB    OF    THE    DAY. 


8 


SUPPLY  —  eoMiuUrsd  in   Oommittee  —  CmL  Sebtiges  (Supplbmbhtabt 
EsmiATBs,  I8S6-6>— 

(In  the  Oommittee.) 

QUSS  IV. — ^EDUCATIOlTy   SoiBirOB,   AHD  AbT. 

(I.)  4460,  London  UntTerBty.^After  short  debate,  Vote  4iyr«#if  to  . .  . .     1228 

(s.)  J7M,  Umveivty  CoUem,  Wales. 

(J.)  i27  JOO,  Pnbtie  EdaeiSoa,  Ixelaad.— After  short  debate,  VoU  ^r$$d  to  . .     1234 

Class  Y. — Fobbiqit  ako  Oolokiai.  Sbbticbs. 

4.)  £3,000,  SUto  Trade  Senrjoes. 
.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestioa  proposed,  **  That  a  Sapplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
iag  £1,200,  bo  granted  to  Her  Majeity,'to  defray  the  Chaxve  which  will  come  in 
eoane  of  payment  during  the  year  enoiiiff  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1SS6,  in  aid  of 
Colonial  Local  Berenne,  and  to  defray  the  Salaries  and  Allowances  of  QoTemors, 
Jkc,  and  other  Charges  connected  with  the  Colonies,  tndading  Ezpeans  incnrred 
onder '  the  Pacific  Islanders  Protection  Act,  1876 '  *'  . .     1244 

Aftv  Aort  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Qneetion  propoeed,  "  That  a  Sapplementary 
som,  not  exceeding  £45,  bo  granted,  ke.,"^{Mr.  T.  M.  ifM/y)     ..  . .     1263 

After  finiher  short  debate,  Qaestioa  pot  :^Tbe  Committee  Hviitd;  Ayes  56,  Noes 
209;  Maioritjr  143.— (DtT.  List,  No.  10.) 

Original  Qoesfion  pot,  and  ^rmd  <#. 

Gukss  YL — ^Noir*£FracnTB  avd  Ohabitablb  Sbbtiobs. 

(6.)  £3,000,  Sopsmnnoation  and  Bsttiod  Allowances.— After  ihort  debate,  Vote 
(7.)  £S1S,  Piuqpsr  Lnnslics,  Soolkad. 


lABLB  OF  OONTENTB. 

8cm*T— Onra  Sibtiom  (ScmmmxTAET  Eitimatm,  1885«6)^Oom]mfcUe— MurmifMr. 

Culm  Yil. — ^Miscellaveovs. 

:8.)  42,700,  Ragbtimlioa  of  Votan,  England .^ After  short  debate.  Vote  ^rnd  U  ..     126t 
42,000,  Regietnitio&  of  Votert,  IreUnd.— After  short  dehete.  Vote  if  iwif  to   • .     1266 


(90 


Bkvsnub  DsPABTirsirrs. 


(•I.) 


(lo.)  £12,000,  InUnd  ReTenae.^After  short  dehete,  Vote  syrwMf  <o  . .     1271 

416,000,  Post  OiBoe.— After  short  dehete,  VoU  agrmd  to        .,  * .     1278 


i; 


NaYT  (SuFPLBMXirTABT   EsmuTXs,   1885-6) 


\\z.)  2400  Men  end  Bojs,  NaTy 

^13.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  **That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
•zeeedinff  4308,400,  be  granted  to  Her  Majeetr,  to  defiaj  the  Oharse' which  wiU 
oome  in  oourse  of  pajrment  daring  the  year  enaing  on  the  8 1st  day  of  March  1886, 
to  meet  addttiooal  Expenditure  for  Nary  Senrices"'  1286 

jr«M<  •*  That  the  Item  of  432,200.  for  Dockyards  at  Homo  and  Abroad,  be  omitted 
from  the  proposed  Vote,**~(£>r.  Cmmurfm ;)~  After  short  debate,  Mov^d,  **That  the 
Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again, '*---< if r.  Brumm' :)^ 
Alter  further  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  witkdrnwn. 

After  fuiiher  short  debate.  Question  put :  --The  Committee  HwidU  ;  Arm  67,  Noes 
246;  Majority  179.— <I>iv.  List,  No.  11  :)~After  farther  short  debate,  Original 
Qoestionpttt,  and  frted  to, 

JlfeM<  *«  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progrsas,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,**^irr. 
Mrmmmir  :) — Motion  •frood  to, 

Bagolationt  to  bo  reported  T^wMrrpw :  Oomoiittee  to  sit  again  Tc^w^rr^w. 

PABLiAMXirr^BcsorBss  of  thb  Hovas  —  Obaerration,  The  First  Lord  of 

The  Treaeury  (Mr.  W.  £.  Oladetone)  . .  1304 

MOTION. 

— 0 — 

Oitrfton  (Scotland)  (No.  2)  BiU- 

JfeM^  **  tlmt  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  L^w  relating  to  the  tenure 
ol  I^ad  by  Chitters  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland,  and  for  other  purposes 
lalalang  taarsto,**^(Jrr.  Tmeipmm)  ..    1304 

After  debate,  Qaeelion  put,  and  agr04d  U :— Bill  ^d*r$d  ( Mr.  IVwil^mn^ 
Tks  Lwd  Ad90Mi$^  Mr.  SoiieiUr  Ofn$rt^l  for  ScotUnd) ;  pru$9^Ud^  and 
read  the  first  time     [Bill  1 1 8.] 

ORDER    OF    THE    DAY. 
iMiuoy  : Vacating  of  Seato,  BlU  [Bill  85]- 

Order  for  Oommittee  read : —  Mpted,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Chair,"— ,/>r.  Cmwmw)  . .    1342 

Qaeatioa  pat,  and  tigr$4i  ic. 
Oommittee  report  Progrem ;  to  eit  again  upon  TAur$d0jf  next. 

MOTIONS. 


Birsaa  PoLumoir  (Rtraa  Lka)— Monox  for  a  Sklect  OoxxmBB— 

Mootd^  *«That  a  fleleet  Comosittee  be  appointed  to  inqoire  into  and  report  upon  the 
rm^jtim  of  the  River  Lea,  and  to  mace  such  recommeodataons  as  may  appear  neose- 
mKr.**^[Mr.  jUiormof  Oomormi)  ••  ..    1843 

After  ehoft  debate,  Motion  t^$0d  to. 
NanovAL  PaoTiDcrr  IxeviuvcB^ApponiTiccrr  or  Select  OoinnTTBB— 

8ebct  Osmmittee  mp^mUd,  •'to  inquire  into  the  best  sjrstem  of  NaUooal  Provident 
against  Paaperism,*'— (^'>  Morhtrt  Umxwott,) 
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LORDS,  FEIDAT,  FEBRUABT  26. 

CoLoynu— Imperial  akd  Colonlil  Defences — Adbbess  for  Betueks — 

Addreis  for — 

**  Betnnia  of  the  number  of  naval  and  militarj  officers  now  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  Colonies  by  the  permission  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  and  of  the  War  Office ;  of 
officers  who  have,  in  addition  to  the  above,  applied  for  permission  so  to  serve  ;  of 
assistance  given  to  the  Colonial  Governments  in  ships,  guns,  or  other  military 
^Uxm,**~'[Tke  VteeouHtSidMoutA)    ..  ..  ..    1345 

After  short  debate,  Return  amended,  and  agr$$d  to. 

Sale    of    Poisons — ^Legislation — Question,    Observations,    The  Earl  of 

Milltown ;  Reply,  The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  (Earl  Spencer)  . .   1349 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  and  Office  of  the  Gentle* 
MAN  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  —  Motion  for  Appointment  and 
Nomination  of  Select  Committee,  The  Earl  of  Redesdale  . .   1350 

After  short  debate,  Motion  ogro^i  to : — ^List  of  the  Committee  • .   1351 
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QU$gow  Br%dg€$,  S^e,  Bill  {hy  Order)-- 

Motod,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time  "  . .   1352 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agroid  to: — ^Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
eommittod. 

PoucE  AND  Sanitaey  Rboulations^Resolution — 

Movedt  "  That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do  appoint  a  Committee  not  exceeding  nine 
Members,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  Private  Bills  promoted  by  Municipiol  and 
other  Local  Authorities,  bj  which  it  is  proposed  to  create  powers  relating  to  Police 
or  Sanitary  Regulations  which  deviate  from,  or  are  in  extension  of,  or  repugnant  to, 
the  Oeneral  Law. 

That  Standing  Order  1  73a  shall  be  applicable  to  all  BiUs  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

That  Five  be  the  quorum,'^— (Jfr.  Broadhurst)  . .  . .    ]  351 

Jiored,  '*That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Mr.  Sexton:) — After 
short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Qaeetion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

QUESTIONS. 

Post  Office  (Ireland) — ^Appointment  of  Surveyors*  Clerks— Question, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healj;  Answer,  The  HecreUry  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  11.  H. 
Fowler)  ..  ..   1368 

PuBuc  Meetinos  (Irelanp)  —  Speicu  of  Mr.  0.  H.  Surra  at  Newry 
— Quaatioo,  Mr.  Alexander  Blaine ;  Answer,  The  Cliief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley^  . .  . .  « .  1369 
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Question,  Sir  Oeorge  Campbell;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
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Pabuament  —  Pbocedube  —  Questions  —  Question,  Captain  Yemey ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  £.  Gladstone)  . .  1 393 

Public  Mbbtinos— Speech  of  Loed  Eandolph  Chubohill  at  Belfast — 
Question,  Lord  Randolph  Churchill ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
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Gladstone)  . .  1894 

ORDEBB    OF    TEE    DAY. 


BuTPLT — Order  for  Committee  read  ;  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the  Chair :  "— 

Metbopolis — ^Thb  Mbtbopoutan  Police  Fobce — Obganization — Bxso* 
Lcnov — Amendment  proposed. 

To  l«Ar«  oat  from  tho  word  "  That  **  to  the  end  of  ttie  Qneetion,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  ^  in  the  opinion  of  this  Uooee,  no  reform  of  the  adminietntion  and  organi- 
■ition  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  will  be  eatufaetory  tinlees  proTttion  it 
made  for  each  reform  of  the  goTemment  of  the  Metropolis  ae  will  inenre  to  repnH 
eeotatiree  of  the  ratepayen  of  the  Metropolis  a  direct  control  over  their  own 
police,**--  {Mr,  Jtwus  5/iMr^)~ instead  thereof  . .    1 394 

Unastion  propoeed,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Qoeation :  " — After  long  debate,  Question  put,  and  agrs^d  U, 
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Ibin  Qoeslioa  again  propoaed,   '*That  Mr.  Bpeaker  do  now  leare  the 
Chair :  "— 

LoAKB  TO  luknvowsKBM — Amendment  proposed, 

To  l«ive  oat  from  the  word  **  Thftt "  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  **  it  it  desirable  that  more  extended  facilitiee  should  be  giren  bv  legislation 
to  owners  of  land  to  tmproTe  their  estates  by  means  of  moneys  borrowed  on 
Tcminable  Annoities  from  the  State,*'-— (5i>  Johm  Swimhurm) 

Qaeation  propoeed,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 


1450 


Main  Qaestion  again  proposed,  **That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the 
Chair:"— 

TsxAsrrs  op  Olbbe  Laivds  (lBBi«iia>) — Observations,  Mr.  W.  O'Brien; 
Seply,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) :— Short 
debate  thereon  ..  1473 

Main  Qaestion,  **  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Ohair,"  by  leave, 
wMdfwm : — Committee  upon  Uoniay  next. 

Sporting  Xiands  Bating  (Scotland)  Bill  [Bill  86]— 

JKwmI,  '*That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,*'— (i>A  Cam$ron)      . .  1487 
After  short  debate,  Motion  9$r$§d  U: — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eom^ 
miiUd  for  Mond^f  next. 

MOTIONS. 


Draiaafs  aad  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  BUI— 

Ordtnd  (Jfr.  Lerrtpm  O^wtr,  Mr.  John  McrUp) ;  prt$fmttd,  and  read  the  first  time 
[BiUlUJ  ..  ..  ..     1488 


CornioLD  ExnuKCBisxMxrr  [Stamp  Dmr] — 

Cmmd^rtd  in  Committee  1488 

Raolnlioo  ^frmd  U;  to  be  reported  upon  Uomitf  next. 

fompaiMtiWl  Ibr  DaamfSS  V01''OrS4rfd  {Ur.  S^r^mrp  CAiU^r$,  Mr.  BromtfAurtt) ; 

^rw«l«iK,  aad  read  the  fint  time  [BUI  120]  ..  ..     1488 

■anriatti  (Attaadaace  of  Begistrars)  Bill  —  Ord^r^d  (Sir  RkUrd  WtUur,  Sir 

Mi$km4  Crtm^  Mr.  Stmmri-  Worik^,  Mr.  Ihfg^Up);  ytmmUd,  and  read  the  flrrt  time 

rBiIlt21]  ..  ••  ••     H89 

[1.15.] 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  MABOH  1. 
Lnnaoy  Acta  Amendment  Bill  (No.  12)— 

JTeMir,  •*  That  the  Bill  be  noir  read  2%"— (  rk$  L^rd  CUneeUor)  . .  1489 

Aftar  debate.  Motion  •frt^d  /o;— Bill  read  *i*  accordingly,  and  eomm%H$d 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monds^  the  I5ih  in^Unt. 

Jjaskmey  Bill  (No.  13-- 

M09J. '^ThMiihBBm  he  now  f^d2','''^ThB  Lord  Ckmtd$tkr)  ..  1604 

Motkm  iynW  U  .^BiU  read  2*  aeeordinglj. 

MD  Oraaada  Bill  [■.L.]-/W#fil««l  ( 7^  Urd  SiuMmr^i) ;  read  1*  (No.  24)  . .    1604 

[6.16. 1 

YOL.  OOCIL  [niiap  oaiae.]       [    #    1 
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Lamh€ik  Water  BUl^ 

Mevedj  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"^(^»>  Chariei  Forster)  1505 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to: — Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Hoved,  "That  the  Bill  be  committed,"— (^tr  Charhe  Forster.) 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  the  Queetion,  to  add  the  words  <'  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consiBt  of  Nioe 
U emben,  Fire  to  be  nominated  by  the  Honae,  and  Four  by  the  Committee  of 
Seleetioo,'*— (ITr.  TAorold  Aogtrt,) 

Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added :  " — After  short 

debate,  Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  eommitted  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  Nine  Members,  Fire  to 

be  nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Meefd,  "  That  tdl  Petitions  against  the  Bill,  presented  within  the  time  limited  by  the 
Standing  Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee;  and  that  sach  of  the  Petitioners  as 
prapr  to  be  heard  by  themselres,  their  Counsel,  Agents,  or  Witnesses,  be  heard  upon 
their  Petitions,  if  they  think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  favour  of  the  Bill  against 
such  Petitions,'*— (JTr.  Courtney.) 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — ^Ordered  accordingly. 

Soutkwark  and  VauxhaU  Water  BiU^ 

Bill  read  a  second  time  •  •  ..1511 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  Nine  Members,  Five  to 

be  nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Ordered^  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill,  presented  within  the  time  limited  by  the 
Standing  Orders,  be  referrea  to  the  Committee ;  and  that  such  of  the  Petitioners  as 
pra^to  be  heard  by  themselves,  their  Counsel,  Agents,  or  Witnesses,  be  heard  upon 
their  Petitions,  if  they  think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  favour  of  the  Bill  against 
snch  Petitions,^(irr.  Tkeroid  Mogert.) 

NOTICE. 


Enonovs   (Ibxlakd) — ^Eicplotxbnt   of  thb   MtLrrABT   Forces  op  the 

Chkomr^Notiee  of  Resolution,  Mr.  Lewis  •  •  . .  1512 


QUESTIONS. 


Turn  MsTBOPouTAV  Poucs  FoBOB— Questions,  Mr.  Howard  Vincent,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith,  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  SUte 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers)  . .   1612 

Law  Aim  Jusncs  (Sootlahd) — ^Thb  Pbocubatob  Fiscal  of  Obkkbt — 
Questions,  Mr.  Lyell,  Mr.  Macdonald  Cameron,  Dr.  Cameron;  Answers, 
The  Lord  Adrocate  (Mr.  J.  6.  Balfour)    . .  . .  1513 
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The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  ..1626 

Ibslaitd— Aixboxo  '*BoYooTTuro''— Questions,  Captain  M'Calmont,  Mr. 
W.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Johnston ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  .  •   1626 

Labovbxbs  (Ibblakd)  Act — ^Tipfebabt  Boabs  of  Ovabdiaks— Question, 
Migor  Baunderson ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (llr.  John 
Morley)  ••  1627 

Law  avb  Justicb  (Enolavd  aitd  Walks) — ^APFonmcsirr  to  trb  Rboobdbb- 
shif  of  Lxybbfool — Questions,  Mr.  Orilly,  Mr.  Addison ;  Answers,  The 
Allomey  General  (Mr.  Charles  Bussell)    . .  .  •  1628 

CbUCB    AirO    OUTBAOE    (IbXLAXD)— OUTBAOB    AT  CTX>lfBS,    Oo.   MoHAGHAll — 

Qoeetion,  Mr.  T.  If.  Healy ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Seeretaiy  lor  Ireland 

v Mr.  John  Morley)  ••  ..  1629 

Thx  Ibish  Natioital  Leaovb — MuBDXB  OF  Mb.  OnBTDr — Questions,  Mr. 

Macartney,  Mr.  Pamell ;  Answers^  The  Chief  Seeretaiy  for  Ireland  (Mr. 

John  Morley) . .  . .  • .  •  •  1629 

IsLAVD  Bbtbvcx  DiPABTiaurr — ^Lowxb  Divisioh  Clbbks — Question,  Mr. 

Piekeitffill ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treaauiy  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  1630 
Saviiios  IK  IBXLAXO— Rbpobts — Quostiou,  Mr.  Mitchell  Henzy ;  Answer, 

Tlie  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  . .  1681 

MBnoFous«^BOA5iZATiov   OF   TUB  PoucB — ^Qusstion,   Colonel  Sandys; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the    Home   Department   (Mr. 

Childers)         «.  ..  1632 

Msnorous — Poucb  ReouLATioirs  fob  Doos  ^Questions,  Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Sir  B.  Aasheton  Cross ;  Answers,  The  Seeretaiy  of  State  for  the  Home 

Department  (Mr.  Childers)  ..1632 

&)Tpr— BatTisa  Fobcb  in  Eotpt  axd  tbb  Soudak— Questions,  Sir  George 

Camnbell,  Mr.  0*Kelly,  Mr.  DUlon;  Answers,  The  SecreUry  of  SUte 

frjT  War   If  r.  CampboU-Bsnnerman)  .  •   1533 

Sbbo  SrrrLT  ([bblutd)  Acr^Tus  8eu>  Batb— PosTFOHBKEsrr  of  PATinsrr 

uF  FovBTH  l5STAiJCBxr— Question,  Colonel  Nolan ;  Answer,  The  Chief 

Sesrelaiy  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  .  •  1684 
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MOTIONS. 
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Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  Bill— 

jr#f«^,  ^  Hut  leave  be  giTen  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of  the  Ulster 
Caaal  and  the  Tyrone  KaWgation  or  Coal  Island  Canal  from  the  Commissioners  of 
PabUc  Works  in  Ireland  to  the  Lagan  Navigation  Company,  and  for  other  par- 
yaum^^^iMr.Htnry  H.  FowUr)  ••  ••    1653 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  "That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"— {i/r. 
Arthur  ff Connor :)^AtteT  further  abort  debate,  Motion  a^eed  to:— 
Debate  uijoumed  till  Monday  next. 

PoiT  Omcs — SuBMABiNB  Tblsobaph  Contract  (St.  Vihgent  to  the  Wb«t 

Coast  of  Africa) — Resolution — 

JfoMcf,  '*That  the  Contract,  dated  the  19th  day  of  January  1B86,  for  the  oonstmcUon 
of  a  Sobmarino  Telegraph  Line  from  the  Isbuid  of  St.  Vincent  to  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa  be  approved,*^-»( Jfr.  iTmry  IT. /i'ou'^)  ..  ..  ..    1662 

After  short  debate,  Debate  adfoumod  till  Tomorrow. 
Shop  Hours  Sagnlation  Bill-- 

S^ect  Committee  nominaM  ;«List  of  the  Committee  . .  . .   1662 

[1.15.1 

LOBDS,  TUESDAY,  MARCH  2. 

MocNTRD  YoLVNTXER  Ihfantrt  —  Quostion,  Observations,  Yisoount 
Midleton;  Reply,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Lord 
Sandhurst)  ..  ..  1663 

YEnTII.ATI09  OF  THE  HoUBI — ^RESOLUTION — 

M0Hd,  '*That  the  evidence  of  John  Percy,  Esqnire,  H.D.,  taken  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  OiBce  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  and  Office  of  the  Gentleman 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  in  session  1869,  be  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  that  the  same 
beprinted/*^(rA#JEsr/o/£i8i#ri>it)  ..  ..    1664 

After  short  debatA,  Motion  Bgresd  to: — The  said  evidence  laid  on  the 
Table  accordingly,  and  to  he  printed.    (No.  26.) 

Blectrio  Idghting  Act  0883)  Amendment  Bill  rui-l  -  Fr$Hnud  (rA#  Urd 

JT^flfi/A) ;  rssd  1*  (Xo.  2o)  .  ..   1664 

[4.15.] 

COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  MARCH  2. 
PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


Stut  London  Wmior  Bili  {by  Ordor)— 

Motid,  «*That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (5ir  Chmrlo*  Fontor)  1665 
Motion  0frood  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Jiof4J,  '*That  the  Bill  bo  rcrerred  to  a  Select  Committee,  Five  to  be  nominated  by  the 
UoQse,  and  Four  by  the  Committee  of  Selection,"-  (Jfr.  TkcroU  Rof$r$.) 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  oyrotd  to. 

Of^rrtJ,  That  all  Prtitions  against  the  Rill,  prrscnted  within  the  time  limited  by 
the  Staodini^  Onlrn,  be  reft  rr^d  to  tho  ( 'ommittev  ;  and  that  such  of  the  retitioners 
as  prmr  to  bv  heard  by  themselve«,  their  ("ountel,  Ag^nU,  or  Witnesses,  be  hoard 
vpoo  their  Petitioos,  if  they  think  fit.  and  Counsel  heard  in  faronr  of  the  BUI  against 
such  Ps«itioBS,~(Jrr.  TAorM  Moffr$,) 
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M0Md,  **That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seoond  time,"— (^i>  OhnrU$  F»r$Ur)  1666 
Amendment  proposed, 

To  1«AT6  out  from  tho  word  '*  Thftt"  to  the  end  of  the  Qucetion,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  '*  thit  Houee,  whilst  not  nnwillioj^  to  consider  favonrably  an  application  from 
the  said  Company,  nnder  proper  conditioos,  for  power  to  make  arrangements  with 
other  Oompaniea  tending  to  eoonomiso  the  cost  of  transport  to  the  Company,  refoaea  to 
mteHaia  the  aame  as  a  mere  incident  in  a  Bill  lor  miscellaneous  objects,  and 
nnaecompanied  by  the  offer  of  any  compensating  advantages  to  the  public/* — (Sir 

Queetion  proposed,  *^  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question :  "—After  short  debate,  MQp4d^  **  That  the  Debate  be  now 
adjourned,"  —  (Hr.  Siav^hjf  BM:) — Motion  agreed  to: — Debate  a<^ 
J9urMd  till  TWiajy  next. 

Btlfui  Mmn  Dfintgi  Biil—REsoumon — 

JtfWMf,  *'  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill, 
that  they  do  insert  in  the  Bill  Clauses  for  the  following  purposes : — 

To  assimilate  the  Municipal  franchise  of  the  borongn  of  Belfast  to  the  existing 
Phrliamentary  franchise ; 

To  enable  every  person  qualified  to  vote  at  a  Municipal  election  in  Belfast  to  be  a 
candidate  for  election  to  the  office  of  councillor  or  alderman  ; 

To  ooQstttute  the  present  boundaiy  of  the  Parliamentary  boroufh  of  Belfast  the 
boondary  of  the  Municipal  borough,  and  to  direct  and  provide  for  a  new  dirision 
of  the  Municipal  borougn  into  wsrds,  as  recommended  in  the  Report  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Boondanes  (Ireland)  Commission,  dated  the  27th  of  June  1882,  and  to  an* 
thortM  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  number  of  aldermen  and  councillors ; 

To  provide  for  an  entire  new  election  of  all  the  aldermen  and  councillors  of  the 
boroo^  upon  the  reformed  franchise,  within  the  present  year,*' — ( Jfr.  S0xUm)       1677 

Pr09ku9  <}«#i/i9a  proDMdd,  ''  That  the  Oriffinal  Question  be  now  put," — 
i'  n*  Vhairtuttk  ^f  Vag$  mnd  i/#tffif  :)^Ailer  long  debate,  Question  put : 
—The  House  ditiM:  kjm  84,  Noes  200 ;  Majority  116.— (Dit.  List, 
No.  14.) 

NOTICE. 


IfAnrnoiAva  of  Socul  Oedbb  (Ibblaitd)  — Notice   of  Beeolutioni  Mr. 

Holmea  . .  1761 

QUB8TI0NS. 


Habbovm  (Scotlakd) — ^IwxBoonDOK  Ha&boub  —  Question,  Dr.  B. 
H'Dooald;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Mondella)  ..  1753 

Tbb  Maouteacy  (Irblaitd) — Mb.  Jonif  0.  Payhb,  J.P.,  Cobk— Question, 
Mr.  Oilhooly;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  i7u« 

PboB  Law  (Irbuhtd) — Abicaoii  Uniox — Removal  op  a  Paupbb  by  thb 
RsLnrnro  OrncsB— Question,  Mr.  Alexander  Blaine;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley ^  . .   1753 

FisHBmtBs  (8ooiXA2n>)  ^Thb  Twbxd  Fishebies  Acts— Question,  Sir  Charles 

Tennant ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  TreTelyan)  • .  1753 

Poer  Omci  (Ibblakd)— Tbb  Posthastbb  of  Bala— Question,  Mr.  Henry 
Campbell;  Answer,  The  SecreUry  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Arnold 
Morley)  ..   1754 

EoocAnos  Defabtmbxt- TxcHXicAL  EDuamoN — Question,  Mr.  Jaooby; 

Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  ;Sir  Lyon  Flay  fair  . .  1755 
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Tax  TWMMU.  FaMK  (DuVUM) — BabBAOKS     fob    IfABBIXD    OoKSTABUIiA&Y — 

Ths  Pijbuo  Pabk»— Questions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers,  The  Seore- 
tarj  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler),  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
•onr  ^Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) . .  ..  ,.   1756 

IftttH   Lura»   PoBCHASE   Settlembnt   Comfany — Question,    Major   Saun- 

denoo ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .   1757 

CCPWTAOlOrS  DiSBASBS  (ASIMALS)  AcT — FoOT'AITD-MoVTH  DiSEASE  IK  FiFB — 

Qoestioo,  Visoount  Orimston  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
liiiocaster  ^Mr.  Hencago)  . .   1758 

Etv.tiojis  'InzLAMD. — Case  of  the  Widow,  Anne  Shaw,  Co.  Monaohan— 
QoMtions,  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  . .   1759 

Satutos  Bajtxs  Betubns  (Enolakd  and  Scotland) — Question,  Mr.  James 

CBrieo  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mandella)  1761 

iMFoaTATioN  OF  Irisii  Cattle— Thb    Monthlt  BBTnBNs-— Question,  Mr. 

Dttckham ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mandella)  1761 

Lavd  PrECBASE  (Ireland)  Act — Qaestion,  Mr.  Mulholland ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  . .   1761 

Education  Depabtkbnt  (Scotland) — Qaeuc  in  Board  Schools— Qaestion, 

Mr.  Beith ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  tor  Scotland  (Mr.  Treyelyan)  . .  1762 
Electbio  Liohtino  Act,   1882— Provisional  or  Private  Bills— Qaestion, 

Mr,  Northcote;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 

Mandella)        . .  , .  1763 

Ireland— Granob   Eiceroenct  Comkitter   (Co.    Cavan)— Qaestion,    Mr. 

Johnston ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  1763 
LiTNACT  (Ireland^— Qaestion,  Mr.  Paleston ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 

for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  , .  1763 

8<'0TLAN0— Univbrsityof  St.  Andrew's — Qaestion,  Mr.  Edmand  Bobertson ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  . .  1764 

Nayt — Special  Promotions— Qaestion,  Captain  Vemey ;  Answer,  The  Seore- 

Uiy  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Hibbert)  . .  • .  1764 

6<x)TLand— Abrbdbbn  Univbbsitt — ^Thr  Chaib  of  Pbtsioloot — Qaestion, 

Mr.  James   Campbell;    Answer,  The  Secretary   for   Scotland    (Mr. 

Trevelyan)       ,.  ..  ..  1765 

ORtXl     AND     OVTBAOE     (IbBLAND)— OUTBAOB     XTFON     BaVDAL    M*SwSBNT — 

Qaestion,  Captain  M'Calmont;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  ..  1765 

Pabuahentabt  Elections  (Ibeland) — Illttbrate  Voters — Qaestion, 
Captain  M'Calmont;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretaiy  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  • .  ..  ..  1766 

Blavb  Tbade  dt  thb  Bed  Sea — Qnestions,  Mr.  Hanbory,  Mr.  Dillon ;  An- 
swers, The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Hibbert)     . .  . .  1766 

PuBUc  Business— The  Abmt,  Navy,  and  Civil  Sebvicb  Estixates — 
Questions,  Viscount  Folkestone,  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  Mr.  North- 
cote ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasaiy  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)    1766 

London  Citt  Companies— The  Land  Purchase  Act — Question,  Baron 
Dimsdale ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Jesse  Collings)  . .  1767 

Navt — H.M.S.  "Bellebofhon"— Question,  Sir  John  Gor»t;  Answer,  The 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Hibbert)  . .  1767 

MOTIONS. 


Laboiib  Statistics — RRsoLimoN — 

Jf#r«<  **  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Hoom,  immediate  atepe  ihonld  be  taken  to 
cainre  in  this  Conntry  the  fall  and  aocuiaie  coUeetion  and  pobUcation  of  Labonr 
84ati.tioe,^-(jrr,  ^rerfliiyA)  .,  ..  ,,1768 
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Amendment  proposed, 

To  letTo  ottt  from  Uio  word  "That  **  to  tho  ond  of  tho  C^uoation,  in  order  to  insert 
the  wofd«  **  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  best  means  of  coUectioj^ 
and  pobliihing  atattatica  as  to  Labour  in  the  United  Kingdom,"^(  Jfi*.  S,  Sit^nhoptf) 
—instead  thorcof . 

Qacation  proposod,  **That  tho  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question  : '' — After  debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraucn. 

Main  Uaestion  put,  and  tf^rr^J  to, 

TOWX   IIOLDIXGS— MoTIOir   FOR   A   SELECT  CoMMITfEE — 

Mprtd,  **  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  *  to  inquire  into  the  terms  of  occupa* 
tion  and  the  compenntion  for  improTementa  possessed  by  tho  occupiers  of  town 
houses  and  holdings  in  Great  Britain  and  IreUnd,'  ''^{OoUntl  iVb/oii)  . .    1804 

After  short  debate,  Motion  tfyrs^f  tp, 

AoiovmxiCEiiT — 

M0r§d^  **  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn," — {Mr.  Lahouehen ;)— Question 
put,  and  tf^rsMf  U.  [1.15.] 


COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  MABCH  d. 
ORDERS    OF    THfi    DAI. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  loj— 

M^fd,  <'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (ifr.  Mayne)  . .    1810 

After  debite,  Question  put,  and  tgrwd  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
0ommUUd  for  M^ndmy  next. 

Undaime  i  Deposits  Bill  [Bill  77J- 

Mtfd.  <*That  the  Bill  bo  noir  read  a\8econd  time,"— (Ifr.  JSdmund 
Bob^rUM'  ..  ..   1842 

After  short  debate,  Question  put: — Tho  House  divided;  Ayes  107,  Noes 
88;  Majority  19. — (Div.  List,  No.  16:) — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
iif M  for  Tutid^ff  next. 


Coal  Mines  Beffolation  Act  (1878)  Amendment  BUI  [BiU  108]- 

jrsr#^  *'That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, "^ITr.  Arthur 
(/Camnar)         ..  ..   1849 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  ''  now,"  and  at  the  end  of 
the  Question  to  add  the  words  **  upon  this  day  six  months," — (Mr.  Tom" 

Qaestion  propoeed,  **  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question :  " 

— After  debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  teithdrawn. 
Main  Qnestion  put,  and  m^ssd  le :— BiU  read  a  second  time,  and  commitM 

for  ITsdiMtMliy  31st  March. 

Coal  Mines  Bill  [BiU  92  .- 

Jiprni,  **That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (Sir  R.  A$*k4(^ 
Crt49  ,,  .,  ..  ••   1871 

After  short  debat«*,  Uut«stion  put,  and  •grud  to : — Bill  read  a  8eiH>nd  time. 

Mt^4d,  **That  the  Bill  be  committed  for  Monday  next,"— <«9ir  R, 
A§Jut0m  CrpMs:} — Afu*r  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  Mgroodto: — ^Bill 
f^mmiitfd  fur  Monday  next. 

VOL.   CXX*II.      [tHIED  SBBIES.]  [      ^      ] 
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MOTIONS. 


Borough  Fonds  BSU—Ordered  (Mr,  Kenriekf  Mr,  Sdward  Clarke,  Majw  I>ieks0n,  Mr, 

Pict<m^  Mr.  Woodhead) ;  jfresmtsd^  tnd  read  the  fini  time  [Bill  122]  •  •  . .     1871 

Drowned  PenoiiB  (Discovery  and  Interment)  BiU,-' Ordered  (OoUmei  Bucket, 

Mr,  Board,  Mr,  BaggaUa^,  Mr,  XorrUf  Oolonel  Duncan) ;  prttmUd,  and  read  the  flrrt  time 

[Bill  123]  ,.  ..  ..  ..  ,.     1871 

Purlumentarj  Franchiee  Wl— Ordered  (Mr.  MouUon,  Mr,  A,  Aeland,  Mr.  DiUwyn)  ; 

presented^  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  124]  . .  . .  ..     1872 

CopTright    Works  of  Fine  Art)  Wl—Ordered   (Mr,  Eaetinge,  Mr,   Gregorp,    Mr. 

Jgnew) ;  presented,  and  read  the  firrt  time  [BiU  125]  . .     1872 

Actions  for  Debt  (Idmitation)  KH— Ordered  {Mr.  Mohhouee,  Mr,  A.  Aeiand,  Mr,  Olpn » 

Mr.  Lacaita) ;  pretented,  and  read  the  firrt  time  [Bill  126]  . .  . .     1872 

CosTeyaaciBg  (Scotland)  Act,  1874,  Amendment  Wl—Ordered  (Dr,  Oamerw,  Mr. 

Craig  Sellar,  Mr,  DonaU  Crawford,  Mr,  LfeU) ;  preeenied,  and  read  the  firrt  time 
[BiU  127]  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..     1872 

[6.60.] 

LOBDB,  THUfiSDAY,  HABOH  4. 

Marriages  VaUdit^  BiU  (No.  11)— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be  put  into  Committee  read  . .  187S 

After  short  debate,  House  in  Committee : — BiU  r$parUd^  without  amend* 
ment;  and  to  be  read  3*  Tt'marrow. 

GHAnrrABiJS  TnireTS  (Allotmxhts  ExTursioir  Act,  1882) — ^Motiok  fob  a 
Ejstubk — 

Mooed  for  **  Retuni  of  all  charittee  known  to  the  Charity  Commierionen,  the  inoome  of 
which  ie  shown  to  be  distributable  in  articles  in  kind  or  in  money,  in  the  '  General 
Digeet  of  Endowed  Charitiee'  laid  before  Parliament  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Robert 
Montagu  between  the  rears  1868  and  1876,  as  supplemented  by  the  information 
subsequently  aoquirsd  by  the  Charity  Commissioners;  and  distinguishing  thoee 
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LORDS. 


REPBE8ENTATIVE  PEER  FOR  IRELAND. 

Wkditbsdat,  jAia^ABT  13. 
ViMoant  Bangor,  r.  Earl  of  Erne,  deceased. 

REPRESENTATIVE  PEER  FOR  SCOTLAND. 

Thubsdat^  Fbbbvakt  18. 
Earl  of  Dundoaald,  r.  Lord  Borthwick,  deceased. 

TOOK  THE  OATH  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME. 

TntnUDAT,  jAinTARY    14. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester. 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Southwell. 

NEW  PEERS. 

TfESOAT,   JaXUART    19. 

Sir  Thomas  Bateson,  Baronet,  created  Baron  Deramore  of  Belvoir  in  the  county 
of  Dowo. 

Garnet  Joseph  Baron  Wohielej,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.O.,  General  and  General  Officer 
Commandtog-in-Chtef  the  Forces  in  Egypt,  created  Viscount  Wolseley  of 
Wolseley  in  the  county  of  Stafford. 

Heniy  John  Montagu  •  Douglas  -  Scott,  commonly  called  Lord  Henry  John 
Montagu-Douglas-Scott,  created  Bsjron  Montagu  of  Beaulieu  in  the  county 
of  Southampton. 

The  Right  Honourablo  Charles  John  Baron  Colnlle  of  Oulross  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  called  Scotland,  K.T.,  created  Buron  Colnlle  of  Culroes  in 
the  county  of  Perth. 

TnrE.<DAT,  Jancary  21. 

Juhn  Henry  Lord  Fermanagh — Was  (in  the  usual  manner)  introduced  by  virtue 
of  a  Patent  dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  January  1876,  his  father,  the  6rst 
Bsrun  (Earl  of  Erne  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  a  representative  Peer  for 
Ireland),  who  was  created  by  such  Patent,  never  having  taken  his  seat  as 
Lord  Fennanagh. 

Tl'lSDAT,  Jaxuabt  26. 

WtUiam  Bailer  FuUerton  Baron  Elphinstone  in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
called  Scotland,  created  Baron  Elphinstone  of  Mphinstona  in  the  county  of 
Haddtngton. 

YOL.  OOCII.    [thiu)  sxiiiu.]  [    i    1 


NEW  FEEBB—eontinued. 

MORDAT,   FbbBUABT  8. 

The  Bight  Honourable  Sir  Farrer  Hersohell,  Knijp^ht,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Oreat 
Britain,  created  Baron  Hersdiell  of  the  dty  of  Durham. 

TlITTBSDATi   FeBBUABT   18. 

Sir  Charles  Henry  Mills,  ^.Bftronet,   created  Baron  Hillingdon  of  HiUingdon  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex. 

TtTESDAT,  Febbuabt  23. 

Sir  Edmund  Beckett*  Baronet,  created  Baron  Orimthorpe  of  Orimthorpe  in  the 
East  Biding  of  the  county  of  York. 

Thvbsdat,  Fbbbuabt  25. 

Sir  Henry  Allsopp.  Baronet,  created  Baron  Hindlip  of  Hindlip  in  the  county  of 
Worcester  andW  Alsop-en-le-Dale  in  the  county  of  Derby. 

SAT  FIB8T. 

Tttesdat,  Jaituabt  12. 
The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  after  the  death  of  his  grand&ther. 

Tuxsdat,  Jakuabt  19. 
The  Earl  of  Wilton,  after  the  death  of  his  brother. 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 
The  Marquess  of  Aberoomi  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

Tbubsdat,  Jaxttabt  21. 
The  Viscount  Halifisx,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

Thursday,  Jakuabt  28. 
The  Lord  Houghton,  after  the  death  of  his  fkther. 

Tbubsdat,  Mabch  4. 
The  Earl  of  Stradbroke,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 


COMMONS. 


NEW  WRrrS  ISSUED. 

ThitbsiuTi  Jakuabt  21. 

For  (VtfdlM^  f .  Sir  Willuun  OraothaiDt  knight,  one  of  the  Juatioee  of  Her  Me- 
jeety'e  High  Oonrt  of  Jaelice. 

For  ArmMfk  County  {Mid  DivUion)^  r.  John  M*Kane,  esquire,  deoeeeed. 

For  Edimiitrfk  (S^uik  DiwUiom)^  p.  Sir  George  HarrisoDi  knight,  deceased. 

For  CmrUt9  C^mUtf^  ir,  Edmond  Dwjrer  Oraj,  esquire,  who,  having  been  returned 
as  a  Member  for  the  said  Countj  of  Oarlow,  and  also  for  the  Borough  of 
Doblin  (St.  Stephen'a  Oreen  Division),  hath  elected  to  sit  for  the  Borough 
of  Dublin  (St.  Stephen's  Oreen  Division). 

For  MmkMfhmm  C^utUp  {Norihmm  DitUtpn),  v,  Timothy  M.  Healy,  esquire,  who, 
having  been  returned  as  a  Member  for  the  said  Countj  of  Monaghan 
(Northern  Division),  and  also  for  the  County  of  Deny  (Southern  Division), 
haUi  eieeled  to  «t  for  the  County  of  Deny  (Southern  DiTision). 


MOVDAT,   FaBBUAET   1. 

For  Otf/My,  f .  Thomas  P.  O'Connor,  esquire,  who,  haTing  boon  returned  as  a 
Member  for  the  said  Borough  of  (lalway,  and  slso  for  the  Borough  of 
Lirerpool  (Scotland  Division),  hath  elected  to  sit  for  the  Borough  of 
lirerpool  (oootland  Dirision). 

For  Qw»ii*f  Cewi/jf  (OMsrjr  DivUi^m),  r.  Arthur  O'Connor,  esquire,  who,  haTing 
been  returned  as  a  Member  for  the  said  Queen's  Countv  (Ossoxy  Division), 
and  also  fdr  the  County  of  Donenl  ^Eastern  Division),  hath  eleoted  to  sit  for 
the  County  of  Donegal  (Eastern  Division). 

TsuasDAT,  FBsauAnT  4. 

For  EiMwrfk  (Uwmtf,  v.  Bight  honble.  William  Ewart  Gladstone,  First  Lord  of 

theTreasoiy. 
For  Dtrif  Bprmtgk^  r .  Bight  honble.  Sir  William  Yemon  Harconrt,  Chancellor 

of  the  Eacohequer. 
For    MdMmgk  (SsalAmi  Dipdi^n),  r.   Bight  honble.  Hugh  Culling  Eardley 

Childera,  Secretary  of  Sute. 
For  8Urlin§  DiUriH  if  Bmr§h$,  p.  Right  honble.  Henry  Campbell-Bannorman, 

of  State. 


For  Birwunfksm  (  Wpsipm  2>»9ino«),  r.  Bight  honble.  Joseph  (Thamberlain,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Ooremment  Board. 

For  BmMt  JHpHH  •/  Bw^hi,  p.  Bight  honble.  (}eorge  Otto  Trevelyan,  Secretaiy 
Ibr  Scotland. 

For  SUfM  BPTP^fk  {Brigkkuh  DieMea),  p.  Bight  honble.  Anthony  John 
Mvndella,  Flreeident  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 


NEW  WB1T8  I8SUED-^e<mtinu0d. 

For  HMchuy  Borough  (South  Din%9i<m)y  v.  Charles  Kassell,  esquire,  Attorney 
General. 

Sattbdat,  February  6. 

For  yewcMffU  upon  Tyne,  v,  John  Morlej,  esquire,  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

For  Ludi  (Southern  Dirision),  v.  Bight  honble.  Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council. 

For  Great  Grimtbjf,  r.  Ed«7ard  Heneage,  esquire,  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster. 

For  Beneiek  County,  v.  Honblo.  Edward  Marjoribanks,  Controller  of  the  House- 
hold. 

For  Bedford  County  (Southern  Division),  v.  Cyril  Flower,  esquire,  Commissioner 
of  the  Treasury. 

For  Stsford  County  (North  Weetem  Divieion),  r.  George  GrauTille  LoTOSon 
Gower,  esquire,  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury. 

For  Cloekmannan  and  Kinross,  v.  Hight  honble.  John  Blair  Balfour,  Lord  Advo- 
cate of  Scotland. 

For  Klyin  District  of  Burghs,  r.  Alexander  Asher,  esquire,  Her  Majesty's  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland. 

For  Banf  County,  r.  Robert  William  Duff,  esquire,  Commissioner  of  the  Admiralty. 

For  Northampton  County  ( Mid- Division),  r.  Honble.  Charles  Robert  Spencer, 
Groom  in  Waiting. 

Thursdat,  February  18. 

For  Flintshire,  v.  The  Right  honblo.  Richard  de  Aguila  GrosTenor,  oommonly 

called  Lord  Richard  GrosTenor,  Chiltern  Hundreds. 
For  SowMrset  County  (Southern  Division),  r.  The  Right  honble.  Frederick  Edward 

Gould  Lambart,  commonly  called  Viscount  Kilcoursie,  Vice  Chamberlain  of 

thejlousehold. 
For  Cardiff  Borough,  r.  Sir  Edward  James  Reed,  K.C.B.,  Commissioner  of  the 

Treasury. 
For  Borough  of  Grantham,  f.  John  William  Mellor,  esquire,  Judge  Advocate 

(General. 

Wedxrsdat,  Fsbruart  24. 

For  the  Baitereea  Division  of  the  Borough  of  Batlersea  and  Ctapham,  v.  Octavius 
Yaughaa  Morgan,  esquire,  Manor  of  Northstead. 

NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 

Thursdat,  Javuart  28. 
Croydon — ^The  Hon.  Sidney  Herbert. 

MOKDAT,   FEBRrART   1. 

Burgh  of  Edinburgh  (South  Division)  —  Right  Hon.  Hugh  Culling  Eardley 
Childers. 

Thurrdat,  Frbruart  18. 
Carh^  County-^John  Aloysiua  Blake,  esquire. 
Borteiek  County — The  Honble.  Edwaid  Marjoribanks. 
Derhy  Borough — ^The  Right  honble.  Sir  William  George  Qranrille  Yenables  Vernon 

Haroonrt,  knight. 
Blgin  District  of  Burghs -^Alexander  Asher,  esquire. 
ShsJMd  ( BrighUide  Z>i rtttofi)— The  Rieht  honble.  Anthony  John  Mundella. 
Bedford  County  (Luton  Division) — Cyru  Flower,  esquire. 
NeweastU  upon  7yn#— The  Right  honble.  John  Morley. 
ComUnsd  CowUies  of  Clackmannan  and  Etnross-^The  Right  honble.  John  Blair 

Balfour. 
Nortkmnptom  ComUy(M%d  Dimsion) ^The  Honble.  Charles  Robert  Spencer. 
Great  Grimsiy— The  Right  honble.  Edward  Heneago. 


NEW  MEMBERS  SWOBN-MiiifjiNMl. 

Umtlmmf  [JSmUk  Dhiiwk) — OharlM  Bofladl,  esquire. 

HmHci  DiUrtH  pf  Burfhi^Tb»  Biffht  honble.  Gtoorge  Otto  TreTeWan. 

Birmim§kmm  (  JF$$t  Dipiiipn) — The  &ght  honble.  Joseph  Ohamberlain. 

IMk  {ShM  /)ivmmii)— The  Right  honble.  Sir  Lyon  flayfair,  K.O.B. 

Bsmf  CVuM^y— Robert  William  Duff,  esquire. 

Bwfk   pf   Edinburgh   {South  Diviiion)  —  The    Right    honble.  Hugh  Oolliog 

Eardley  Ohilders. 
Siirlimf  DUiriet  of  Burgh$ — ^The  Right  honble.  Henry  Oampbell-Bannerman. 
8U§prd    Count jf  {North    Wo$i$m  ukmon) — G^rg^  QrauTille   LoTeson  Goweri 

esquire. 
ArmM§h  Cpumtf  {Mid  J)ivi$i0n)^8iv  James  Porter  Oorry,  baronet. 
Edimkurgh  County— The  Right  honble.  William  Ewart  Qladstone. 

FmiDAT,   FXBBUiOlT   19. 

Q«Ms*f  Counig  {Oooary  Diviiion) — Stephen  O'Mara,  esquire. 

MoxDAT,  Februabt  22.  . 
G4hc4tf  Borough — ^William  Henry  O'Shea,  esquire. 

Tiii-RSDATy  Febbuary  25. 

Som^root   County  {8outh$rn  i)/rMioii)-^Right  honble.  Frederick  Edward  Gk)uld 

Lambart,  commonly  called  Viscount  Kilcoursie. 
Orunthum — John  William  Mellor,  esquire. 

MovDAT,  Vabob  1. 

Cordiff  Borough— 8ir  Edward  James  Reed,  K.O.B. 

Monughun  Countg  {Norihsm  Diotoion) — Patrick  0*Brien,  esquire. 

Boi(er$40 — Octaviu^  Yaughan  Morgan,  esquire. 


BY    THE    QUEEN. 


A   PROCLAMATION, 

For  dissolving  the  present  Parliament^  and  declaring  the 

Calling  of  another. 

YicioRu,  B. 

WHEREAS  We  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  AdTice  of  Oar  Privy 
Coancilf  to  diBSolve  this  present  Parliament,  which  stands  prorogued 
to  Saturday  the  Fifth  Day  of  December  next :  We  do,  for  that  End,  publish 
this  Our  Boyal  Proclamation,  and  do  hereby  dissolve  the  said  Parliament 
accordingly:  And  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Knights, 
Citizens,  and  Burgesses,  and  the  Commissioners  for  Shires  and  Burghs,  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  are  discharged  from  their  Meeting  and  Attendance 
on  the  said  Saturday  the  Fifth  Day  of  December  next:  And  We,  being 
desirous  and  resolved,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  meet  Our  People,  and  to  have 
their  Advice  in  Parliament,  do  hereby  make  known  to  all  Our  loving  Subjects 
Our  Boyal  Will  and  Pleasure  to  call  a  new  Parliament :  And  do  hereby 
fiirther  declare,  that,  with  the  Advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  We  have  given 
Order  that  Our  Chancellor  of  that  Part  of  Our  United  Kingdom  called  Great 
Britain  and  Our  Chancellor  of  Ireland  do  respectively,  upon  Notice  thereof, 
forthwith  issue  out  Writs,  in  due  Form  and  according  to  Law,  for  calling  a 
new  Parliament.  And  We  do  hereby  also,  by  this  Our  Boyal  Proclamation 
under  Our  Great  Seal  of  Our  United  Kingdom,  require  Writs  forthwith  to 
be  issued  accordingly  by  Our  said  Chancellors  respectively,  for  causing  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  who  are  to  serve  in  the  said 
Parliament,  to  be  duly  returned  to,  and  give  their  Attendance  in.  Our  said 
Parliament ;  which  Writs  are  to  be  returnable  on  Tuesdajf^  the  Twelfth  Day 
of  January  next. 

Oiven  at  Our  Court  at  Wtndeor,  this  Eighteenth  day  of  jfforemher^  in 
the  Year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  and  in  the  Forty-ninth  Year  of  Our  Beign. 

QOD  SAVE  THE  QUEEN. 


BY    THE    QUEEN. 


A    PROCLAMATION, 

In  order  to  the  Electing  and  Summoning  the  Sixteen 

Peers  of  Scotland, 
VioromiA,  B. 

1  IT  HERE  AS  We  haTO  in  Oar  CoonoQ  thoaght  fit  to  dedare  Our  pleaaure 
T  f      for  Bummomng  and  holding  a  Parliament  of  Our  United  Kingdom  of 
OthU  Britain  and  Ireland  on   n^day,  the  Twelfth  day  of  January  next 
eneoing  the  date  hereof:  In  order,  therefore,  to  the  electing  and  sammoning 
the  Sixteen  Peers  of  Scotland  who  are  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers  in  the 
said  Parliament,  We  do,  by  the  Advice  of  Our  Privy  Council,  issue  forth 
this  Our  Boyal  Proclamation,   strictly  charging  and  commanding  all  the 
Peers  of  Scotland  to  assemble  and  meet  at  Holyrood  Houw^  in  Edinburgh^  on 
T%mr$day,  the  Tenth  day  of  December  next,  between  the  Hourj  of  Twelve  and 
Two  in  the  Afternoon,  to  nominate  and  chooso  the  Sixteen  Peers  to  sit  and 
vote  in  the  House  of  Peers  in  the  said  ensuing  Parliament  by  open  Election 
and  Plurality  of  Yoioes  of  the  Peers  that  shall  bo  then  present,  and  of  the 
Pkozies  of  such  as  shall  be  absent  (such  Proxies  being  Peers,  and  producing 
a  Mandate  in  Writing  duly  signed  before  Witnesses,  and  both  the  Con- 
slitasol  and  Proxy  being  qualified  according  to  Law) ;  and  the  Lord  Olerk 
Begister,  or  such  Two  of  the  Principal  Clerks  of  the  Session  as  shall  be 
appointed  by  him  to  officiate  in  his  Name,  are  hereby  respectively  required 
to  attend  such  Meeting,  and  to  administer  the  Oaths  required  by  Law  to  be 
taken  there  by  the  said  Peers,  and  to  take  their  Votes,  and  immediately  after 
soeh  Election  made  and  duly  examined  to  certify  tho  Names  of  the  Sixteen 
Peen  so  eUeted,  and  to  sign  and  attest  the  same  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
Pssrs  the  Electors,  and  return  such  Certificate  into  Our  High  Court  of 
Ghaaosty  of  Oroai  Britain :   And  We  do,  by  this  Our  Boyal  Proclamation, 
sifietly  eonunaad  and  require  the  Provost  of  Edinburgh^  and  all  other  the 
Magistrates  of  the  said  City,  to  take  especial  care  to  preserve  the  Peace 
thereof  during  the  time  of  the  sud  Eleotion,  and  to  prevent  all  manner  of 
Biots,  Tumults,  Disorders,  and  Yiolence  whatsoever :     And  We  strictly 
eharge  and  eonunaad  that  this  Our  Boyal  Proclamation  be  duly  published  at 
the  MarhH  Cro9$  at  Edinhurgk,  and  in  all  the  County  Towns  of  Scotland,  Ton 
Days  at  least  befbre  the  Time  hereby  appointed  for  the  Meeting  of  the  said 
Peers  to  proceed  to  soeh  Election. 

Witness  Ouselves  at  Wtndaor  this  Eighteenth  day  of  Norember,  One 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty*five,  and  in  the  Forty-ninth 

Tear  of  Our  Beign. 

GOD   SAVE  THE  QUEEN. 


THE  MINISTRY 

Or  THB  Most  Nobub  thb  Ma&qusss  or  SALISBUBYy  TLQ.^ 
At  thx  Orarnro  or  thb  Twvhtt-thzbd  PABMAmnrr,  Jait.  13,  1886. 

THB  CABINET. 
^^(PriSmoyS^  .'"*  Forrign  ^^}  RigW  H<m.  MafqoaMof  SALmrar,  K.O. 

LcMnI  ChiflctUor  of  KngUnd  .  Right  Hob.  Lord  Haububt. 

hatd  ChanooHor  of  Inund  •    Right  Hon.  Lord  Asbbousitb. 
Lotd  Licatocuuit  of  IroUnd    .  Right  Hon.  Eurl  of  CAurAnTOif . 

Lord  Prattdent  of  the  Council    .  .    Right  Hon.  Vttooant  Crakbkook. 

Lotd  Privj  Soil liight  Hon.  Karl  of  Hasbowbt. 

Fini  Lord  of  the  TreMory  .    Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Iddbslbiom,  G.C.B. 
Chnaeellor  of  the  Exchequer  .  Right  Hon.  Sir  Uichabl  Hickb-Biach,  Bart. 

HecreUiy  of  KUIe,  Home  Department  .    Right  Hon.  Sir  Rickabd  Asshbtob  CBoee,  G.C.B. 
Socretarx  of  SUte  for  the  Coloniee  Right  Hon.  Fhbdbbick  Abthub  Staklbt. 

Heereierjr  of  Stale  for  War  .    Right  Hon.  William  Hbnbt  Smith. 
SecreCary  of  State  for  India  .  Right  Hon.  Lord  RANDOLrn  Cbvbcbill. 

Find  Loitd  of  the  Admiralty  .    Right  Hon.  Lord  Gbobgb  Hamiltob. 

'''Ta^Ma^U^SSiJiS!!^!^}  Hi.  a«o.  th.  Data  of  BioDioHO  ud  Qo>m».  K.O, 

PoelaBiter  Qenetml ^ght  Hon.  Loid  Johh  Habkbbb,  G.CB. 

PrmideBt  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Right  Hon,  Eowabd  Stakbopb. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 
Field  MaxBhal  Commanding  in  Chief         .    U.R.H.  the  Dake  of  Cambbidob,  K.G. 

^'«  SSSSL'*'.****  ^^^f  O^^  ^y^^  H^^  ^y  Hbnbt  Thubotob  Hollabd,  Bait. 
Chaneetkv  of  tlm  Dndiv  of  Lancaeter  and% 

Vice  fVmident   of   the   Committee   of  V  Right  Hon.  Hbbbt  Cuaplik. 

Goonctl  on  Agricoltare  ,    ) 

Prendeot  of  the  Local  Goremment  Board    Right  Hon.  Abthvb  Jambs  Balpovb. 

^'^SiiuSlir"?*'  "!'  ^?^  *°*  ^"^"^}  ^»^*  ^^-  ^^^"^  ^""^  Plcxebt. 

/Cbablbs  Dalbtmplb,  Eeq. 
LoHb  of  the  Treaenrjr    .       .        .       .     J  Hon.  Sionit  Hbbbbbt. 

(Colonel  Walbono. 

/Vice  Admiral  Hood,  Vice  Admiial  Sir  Amtmobt 
Lorde  of  the  Admiraltj  .<     Hookiks  Vice  Admiral  Gbaham,  Captain  Cod* 

\    BiKOTOB,  Ell»  Asbmbad-Babtlbtt,  Eoq. 

Joiai  SeenUriee  to  the  TnaMry  .       .     {  wiluL  Swm  JactuiokT^ 

Secretary  to  the  Admiraltr  .  Chablbs  THOMreow  Ritchib,  Eeq. 

HecrKary  to  the  Board  of  Trade     .  Baron  Hbxbt  db  Wobms. 

KcoeUry  to  the  Local  C^OTenment  Board  Right  Hon.  Earl  Bbownlow. 

Vm^m  SecroCary.  Home  Department  Chablbs  Bbilbt  Stuabt-Wobtlbt,  Esq. 

Under  SecroCarT,  Fonign  DepaxtaBent      .  Right  Hon.  Robbbt  Boubbb. 

Under  Secratarr  for  CoLoies.  Bight  Hon.  Earl  of  Dcmbatbb. 

Under  BeeteUry  for  War  ....  Right  Hon.  Vtsooont  Bcbt. 

Under  Secretary  for  India  Right  Hon.  Lord  Habbis. 

P^ jmaBker  Genetml Right  Hob.  Earl  Bbauobamp. 

Svrrejor  Oeoenl  of  Ordnaaoe  Hon.  Gvt  Cvtbbbbt  Bawbat. 

FbanoialSecrotarTtothe  WarDepaitment  Hon.  H.  S.  Nobtbootb. 

Jadge  Advocate  Cfeoeml  Right  Hon.  William  Thacbbbat  Kabbwtt,  Q.C. 

AHocner  Geoenl Sir  Ricbabd  E.  Wbbstbb,  Q.C. 

SeBcstorOenMl Sir  Johb  Eldob  Gobst,  Q.C. 

SCOTLAND. 

Lord  AdvoQtfB Ri|^  Hon.  Johb  Hat  Atbol  Maodomaus  Q-C. 

SolUlor  Genetal jTp.  Babbbbmab-Bobbbibob,  Eeq. 

IRELAND. 

LflH  liiBtiint Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Cabbabtob. 

Lord  Cbaaeellor Right  Hon.  Lord  Asbbocbmb. 

Chief  SeerelarT  to  the  Lofd  Ueotenant     .  Right  Hon.  Sir  William  HabtDtbb. 

Attomer  Genetal Right  Hon.  Hvom  Holmb^  aC 

SottcHor  Oeoenl  . .  Johb  G  .Gibsob,  Eeq.,  Q.O. 

QUEEN'S  HOUSEHOLD. 

LocdSlewafd Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Movbt-Edocvmbb. 

Lord  Chamherfaia Right  Hon.  Eari  of  Latbom. 

MMtar  of  the  Hone       ....  Right  Hon.  Earl  cf  Bbadpobo. 

TkweorfroltheHoaeehold  .  Right  Hon.  Visooimt  Folbbbtobb. 

CempHoller  of  the  Hooeehold  Right  Hon.  Lord  Abthvb  Hill. 

Vice  Chamherlain  of  the  Hooeehold  .        .  Right  Hon.  Visooont  Lbwuham. 

Cbplala  of  the  Cbrpe  of  Gentlemen  at  Arms  Right  Hon.  Eari  of  Cotbbtbt. 

ChpUla  of  the  Teomen  of  the  Goaid         .  Right  Hon.  Visooont  BABBiBotoB. 

Mesler  of  the  BnckhoBBde  Most  NoUe  the  Marqaess  of  WATBBfOBB. 

Chief  Bqwny  and  derfc  Harehal  .  Lord  Alpbbd  H.  Paobt. 

-  of  theRohM Her  Grace  the  Dnehem  of  BvccLBTCB. 
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Mm.— iltfMfilMf  U  ih0  Um§0  •/  Parhament,  wk^n  th^  ffou$e  appoinU  a  S$UH  dm" 
Mfto,  ih0  Lori9  ttpppmiki  to  terto  nq^an  it  mre  nawted  in  th  Ord^  pf  thir  Bant, 
Ufmmm§  with  tks  Highut:  mtd  io,  ufkm  th  Him$$  sends  a  dmmittes  to  a  Conform 
fneo  with  tko  Commons,  tho  Lord  highest  in  Sani  is  eaUsd  firsts  mnd  tho  rsst  go 
forth  in  iiJts  Ordsr:  Bui  when  the  W%oIo  House  is  culled  over  for  unf  Purpose 
mithiu  the  House^  or  for  the  Purpose  of  proeeeding  forth  to  WsUminster  MM,  or  upon 
mtp  puhlie  Sotemmitp,  the  Cull  begins  inturiMg  with  the  Junior  Buron. 


Hit  Bqjal  HiglmMs  Thb  Prikcb  of 

Walm. 
His  Bojml   HighneM  Alfred  EairBST 

Alsbkt  Duke  of  EDnrBUBoe. 


Hii  Royal  Higluioas  Abthitb  WnxiAX 
Patbick  Aibbbt  Dnke  of  Oovbavobt 


His  Bapol  Highiioas  Lbofold  Chablbs 
Edwabd   Obobob  Albbbt    Dnke   of 


Hk  Royal  Hifthnets  Obobob  Williajc  , 
Fbbdbbick  OIIABI.BB  Doko  of  Cam-, 


Edwabd  Whitb  Aiohbiahop  of  Cahtbb- 

BUBT. 

Habdotob    Stahlet  Lord  Halsbvet, 
Lord  High  Chuneellor. 

WnxiAX  Arehbiflhop  of  Tobk. 

Oatbobbb  Yifloount  Cbajtbeook,   Lord 
President  of  the  CmmeU. 

DiTOLBT  PBAiras  Stvabt  EbtI  of  Hab- 
bowbt.  Lord  Prie$f  Soul. 

Hbbbt  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Eurl  Murshul 
ofJEnglund. 

Abohtbalp  Hbbrt  Alobrkov  Duke  of 


C  *a  ] 
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CoAMLMB  HsnT   Duke  of  Kichkoio). 

Arorsrrs  Charles  Lennox  Duko  of 
Gkafton. 

HsNBT  Chaslbs  FrrzBOT  Duke  of  Beau* 
rosT. 

WnXZAM     AlCEUUS     AUBSET    DE     VeBE 

Dake  of  Saint  Albans. 

Oeobos  Godolphin  Duke  of  Leeds. 

Feancis  Chajulxs  Hastings  Duke  of 
Bedford. 

WiLUAK  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

OSOBOB  CUARLIS  Duko  of  MARLBOROTTOn. 

Charles  Cecil  John  Duke  of  Butland. 

William  Alexander  Louis  Stephen 
Duke  of  Brandon.  {Duke  o/HamilUm.) 

William  John  Arthxtr  Charles  Jambs 
Duke  of  Portland. 

William  Drogo  Duke  of  Manchester. 

Henrt  Pelham  Archibald  Douglas 
Duke  of  Newcastle. 

Algernon  Qeorob  Duke  of  North- 
umberland. 

His  Bojal  Highness  Ernest  Augustus 
William  Adolphus  Oborge  Frederick 
Dukeof  Cumberland  and  Tbyiotdalb. 

Hbnrt  Duke  of  Wellington. 
BiCHARD  Plantagenbt  Campbbll  Duke 

of  BUCXINOHAM  AND  ChANDOS. 

Oborob  Oranyillb  William  Duko  of 
Sutherland. 

Harry  Oborge  Duke  of  Clevbland. 
Hugh  Lupus  Duke  of  Westminster. 

John  Marquess  of  Wdcchestbe. 

Henrt  Charles  Keith  Marquess  of 
Lansdownb. 

John    Yillixrs      Stuart      Marquess 

TOWNSHXND. 

Bobert  Arthur  Talbot  Marquess  of 
Salisbury. 

John  Alexander  Marquess  of  Bath. 

Jambs  Marquess  of  Abbroorn.  (Duki 
of  Ahircom.)  \ 

Hugh  db  Orby  Marquess  of  Hbrtpord. 

John  Patrick  Marquess  of  Bute. 

William  Allbynb  Marquess  of  Exxtrb. 

WiiXLiM  Marquess  of  Noethampton. 

John  Chablbs  Marquess  Camden. 

Henry  Marquess  of  Anglbsey. 

Obobob  Henry  Huob  Marquess  of 
Cbolmondelby. 

Ernest  Augustus  Charlbs  Marqu 

of  AlLBSBURY. 


Frederick  Wiluam  John  Marquees  of 
Bristol. 

Archibald  Marquess  of  Ailsa. 

George  Augustus   Constantinb   Mar- 
quess of  NORMANBY. 

Oeorgb   Frederick  Samuel  Marques" 

of  BiPON. 

William  Marquess  of  Abergavenny. 
Gavin  Marquess  of  Breadalbanb. 

William  Henry  Earl  of  Mount  Edo- 
ouMBB,  Lord  Stouford  of  the  ffomohold. 

Edward  Earl  of  Lathom,  Lord  Chamber^ 
lain  of  the  Houeehold. 

Charles  Henry  John  Earl  of  Shrews- 
bury. 

Edward  Henry  Earl  of  Derby. 

Warner  Francis  John   Plantagenbt 
Earl  of  Huntingdon. 

George  Bobert  Charles  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke AND  Montgomery. 

William  Beginald  Earl  of  Devon. 

Henry  Charles  Earl  of  Sutpolk  and 


BxTDOLPH  William  Basil  Earl  of  Dbn« 

BIGH. 

Francis  Wiluam  Hbnry  Earl  of  West* 
mobland. 

Montague  Earl  of  Lindsey. 

Harry  Earl  of  Stamford. 

George  Jambs  Earl  of  Winchilsea  and 

NomNQHAM. 

Henry  Edwin  Ohamdos  Earl  of  Ohbs- 


Edward  George  Henry  Earl  of  Sand* 

WICH. 

Arthur  Algernon  Earl  of  Essex. 
Wiluam  George  Earl  of  Carlislb. 

William  Henry  Walter  Earl  of  Don- 
caster.  {Dukoof  BueelouehemdQMtm^ 
horrtf.) 

Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 

Earl  of  Bbbkelby. 

Montagu  Arthur  Earl  of  Abinodon. 

Aldrbd  Frederick  Georob  BBBXsfORD 
Earl  of  Scarbrouoh. 

George  Thomas  Earl  of  Albemarlb. 

George  William  Earl  of  Coventry. 

Victor  Albbrt  Gborob  Earl  of  Jxrsby. 

William  Henry  Earl  Poulbtt. 

Walter  HBNBYEarl  of  Mar  axi>'Kxlxsm, 
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Clavdx  Eftrl  of  Strateoiork  axd  Kdco- 
HOBv.    {EUcUdfar  S^ikmd.) 

OiORox  Earl  of  Haddihoton.    {EUeUd 

JouK  Tbottsb  Earl  of  Lutdsat.  {EUeifd 
fir  ScUhmd.) 

DaTID  BTAinLBT  WUXIAM  Eftrl  of  AXRLIB. 

{£l4eUd  fir  StoiUnd.) 

Albxaitdxe  Earl  of  Lvrsir  avd  Mx]> 
rtLLM.    (EMidfir  SeoUtmd.) 

OvoitosJoHHEarlofNoBTHxax.  {BheUd 
fir  S^lsmd.) 

Obosob  Wiluah  Haxxltok  Earl  of 
OBxnr.    {SUeUd  fmr  SpotUmd.) 

Sbwallu  Edwabd  Earl  Fxbbbbs. 

WnxxAX  Waltbr  Earl  of  Dabtxoxtth. 

Cbablbs  Earl  of  Tamxebtillb. 

CHABLZrWlOBTWICK  EbtI  of  ATLX8F0BD. 

Fbavcu  Tboicas  Db  Obbt  Earl  Cowpbb. 

Abthtb  Phiup  Earl  SxAinioFB. 

Tbomaa  Augustus  Wolstenholmx  Earl 
of  Maoclbsfixld. 

Douglas  Bxbbspobd  Maubb  Bokald 
Eari  Obabax.    {Duh  •f  Monirou.) 

WnxxAX  Fbxubbicx  Earl  Waldxobatb. 

Bbbtbam  Earl  of  Ashbubkhah. 

Chablbs  Augustus  Earl  of  Habbikotov. 

Isaac  Nbwtoit  Earl  of  Pobtsxouth. 

Obobob  Out  Earl  Bbooxx  and  Earl  oi 
Wabwick. 

BioarxT  Oabb  Earl  of  BucKnroHAicsHiBB. 

WiuiAM  Thomas  SnorcER  Earl  Firz- 

WILLtAM. 

Fbbdbbicx  Obobob  Earl  of  Ouilfobd. 

Chablbs  Philip  Earl  of  Habdwickb. 

Hbvbt  Edwabd  Earl  of  Ilchbstbb. 

SBOurALD  WoTDioB  EbtI  Db  La  Wabb. 

Jacob  Earl  of  Radvob. 

Jonr  Potbtk  Earl  Spbkcbb. 

Allbb  Alsxaxdbb  Earl  Bathubst. 

Abthub  Wills  Joinr  Wxllikgtov 
Bluhdbll  Tbuhbull  Earl  of  Hills- 
BOBOUGH.     ( J£irf«M«  •/  Downtkir0. ) 

Edvabd  Htdb  Earl  of  CuougrDOK. 
WnxiAH  Datid  Earl  of  Maksfibld. 
JoHjr  Jambs  Hugh  Hbitbt  Earl  Stbabgb. 
{Dmk0  pf  AthoU.) 

William  Hxxbt  Earl  of  Houxt  Edo- 
cuMBE.      \in    Mdhr   plu0  ««    Lprd , 
BinMrd  •/  /A#  HpuuhM.) 

Hugh  Earl  Fobtbscub.  I 

HxBBT    HowABD   MoLTXBUZ    Earl  of 

CABHABTOir. 


Obobqb  Heitbt  Earl  Cadooak. 

Jambs  Howard  Earl  of  Malmesburt. 

John   Yaksittart    Dakyers    Earl    of 
liAifESBOROUOH.     (EUcUdfif  Ireland.) 

Edward  Nuobnt  Earl  of   1Cilltowk« 

{^EUeUdfir  Ireland.) 
Heztrt  Johk   Bbuben  Earl  of  Port- 

arukoton.    {^EUcUdfir  Ireland.) 

Hugh   Earl   Ahkbslbt.     {ElecUd  fir 

John  Henry  Beginald  Earl  of  Clon- 
MELL.    {Eleciedfir  Ireland.) 

George  Charles  Earl  of  LucAN.  {Elected 
fir  Ireland.) 

Somerset  Bichard  Earl  of  Belmore. 
{^Elected  for  Ireland.) 

James  Francis  Earl  of  Bandon.   (^Elected 
fir  Ireland.) 

James  Earl  of  Oalbdon.      {EleeUd  fir 
Ireland.) 

Francis  Bobert  Earl  of  Bossltn. 

Wiluam    Obobgb     Bobert    Earl    of 
Craven. 

William  HnjiiER  Earl  of  Onslow. 

Charles  Earl  of  Bomnet. 

Henrt  Thomas  Earl  of  Chichsstxb. 

Setmoub  John  Obey  Earl  of  Wilton. 

Edward  James  Earl  of  Powis. 

Horatio  Earl  Nelson. 

Lawrence  Earl  of  Bosse.    {ElecUd  fir 
Ireland.) 

Sydney  William  Hxbbebt  Earl  Man- 

YEBS. 

HoBATio  Earl  of  Obford. 

Henry  Earl  Orey. 

Hugh  Cbgil  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

Dudley  FiUNas  Stuart  Earl  of  Har- 
rowby.  {In  another  Place  a$  Lord  Frir^ 

Seal.) 

Henby  Thynnb  Earl  of  Habewood. 

William  Hugh  Earl  of  Monro. 

Alan  Fredebice  Earl  Cathcabt. 

James  Walter  Earl  of  Terulam. 

Adelbebt  Wellington  Bbownlow  Earl 
Bbownlow. 

Henby  Cobnwalus  Earl  of  Saint  Oeb- 

MANS. 

Albbbt  Edmund  Earl  of  Morley. 
Orlando  Oeoroe  Charles  Earl  of  Bead- 

POBD. 

Fbedebice  Earl  Beauchamp. 
John  Earl  of  Eldon. 
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WnjuAX  Psanr  Earl  Howz. 
li/TAKD  Jow%  ICowBRAT  Earl 

Vmajku  Chaklss  Eaii  of  Kilmobxt. 

CkAJULAi  SrsvAXTEarlYAjrE.  [Mtrfueu 

Wsuxuf  Frrr  Earl  Amhkwbt, 

Jmv  TmxvaacK  Yavquam  Eari  Cawdor. 

WnxijkM  GsosGE  Eari  of  Mtnrarm. 

Bfipszar  Adam  Pmun  Haldave  Earl  of 

TxoMAS  Owomaz  Eari  of  Lichtebld. 
Jonr  GsoBOE  Eari  of  Dtshax. 
GmAsmru:  Qvsmaz  Earl  G&ahvillb. 
HrvsT  Eari  of  Effdighaic. 
Hcnr  Jomr  Eari  of  Ducxe. 
CHABUBi  AussD  WoBSLET  Earl  of  Tar* 


jAmHsnrBonBTEarilnRS.  {Duk^ 

TsoMAa  William  Earl  of  Leick«txb. 
William  Eari  of  Lotxlacb* 
Lawrsscb  Eari  of  Zktlmxv. 
Cbarlbs   William    Fravcu    Earl    of 

OADTSBOROrOU. 

Frajtcu   Charlis  Oraotills  Earl  of 


OxoROS  Srsmra  Eari  of  Stratford. 
KmLM  Charlbs  Edward  Earl  of  Cot- 


WlLLL4M  HeZTRT  ErtI  CoWLET. 
ArCHOALD   WILLL4M   Eari  of   WlHTOV. 

WlLLL4M  HUMBLB  Eari  of  DUDLBT. 

Jomr  Frajtcu  Stablbt  Earl  Bussbll. 

Jomi  Earl  of  Kimbbrlbt. 

•RimtAwn  Eari  of  Dabtbbt. 

William  Ebstbtt  Earl  of  Fbtbbsham. 

Tbbdbricx  Tbmflb  Earl  of  DuTfXBiN . 

JoBB  BoRBRT  Earl  Stdstet. 

Hbvbt  Obobob  Earl  of  BATSirswoBTn. 

Edwabd  MoxTAor  Stuabt  Obaktilub 
Earl  of  Wharbcuffb. 

Thomas  Qbobob  Earl  of  NoBnnutoox. 

JoRB  Tbomas  Eari  of  Bzdbsdaul 

Arthur  William  Earl  CAnurs. 

Edward  BoBBBT  Lmov  Earl  of  Ltttob. 

Edward  Eari  of  Latbom.    (In  0noik$r 
PUc$  M  Lord  ClMmhtrlmn  of  th  Bous^- 

ChiOROB  Watsov  Eari  Bobdbb. 


I  Boxtbdell  Earl  of  Selbobnb. 

Stafford  Hbkrt  Earl  of  Iddbslbioh. 

Alexander  William  Oeoboe  Earl  of 
Fife. 

BoBERT  Yiscount  Hereford. 

Hebbt  Yiscount  Bolingbrokb  abd  St. 

JOHK. 

Evelyw  Yiscount  Falmouth. 

Oeoroe  StaiOiET  Yiscount  Torrucgton. 

Charles  Wiluam  Yiscount  Lbikstek* 

{Duke  o/Zeinster.) 

Frabcis  Wheler  Yiscount  Hood. 

Mervtk  Ed  ward  Yiscount  PowERSCOURT. 
I      {HUcUd  for  Ireland.) 

James  Yiscount  Lifford.    {Elected  fwr 
Ireland,) 

Hebrt  William  Crosbie  Yiscount  Bak- 
ooB .     {Elected  far  Ireland. ) 

Hates  Yiscount   Doberaile.     {Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

Corbwallis Yiscount  Hawardeb.    {Elec- 
ted for  Ireland.) 

Ck>RBEGiE  Parker  Yiscount  St.  Yincebt. 

Bobert  Yiscount  Meltille. 

William  Wells  Yiscount  Sidmottth. 

Oeorge   Frederick  Yiscount   Temple- 
to  ww.     {Elected  for  Ireland. ) 

JoHK  Campbell  Yiscount  GoRDOB.  {Earl 
of  Aberdeen.) 

Edward    Flbbtwood    Johb    Tiscount 

EZMOUTH. 

JoHB  Luke  Oeorge  Yiscount  Hutchik- 
soB.     {Earl  of  Xhwmghmore. ) 

BicHARD  SoMBRSBT  Yisoount  Clabcartt. 
{Earl  of  Clancarty.) 

Welubgtob  Hebrt  Yiscount  Oombrr- 


Hebrt  Charles  Yisoount  Cabtbrburt. 

BowLABD  Clboo  Yisooont  Hnx. 

Charles  Stewart  Yiscount  Harddtob. 

Gborge  Stephebs  Yiscount  Gouqr. 

Charles  Yiscount  Eversley. 

Charles  Lccdlet  Yiscount  Halifax. 

Alexander  Nelsob  Yiscount  Bridport. 

Edward  Berkeley  Yisoount  Portmab. 

Edward  Yisoount  Cardwell. 

Oathorbe  Yisoount  Crabbrook.  {In 
amatker  Place  ae  Lard  Preeiient  of  the 
Council.) 

Bobert  Yiscount  Shzrbrooke. 

BicHABD  Bicxbrtob  Pbmbll  Yisoount 
Lyobs« 
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HBjrmT   BouTBEXx   William   Yiseoant 
Hamfdht. 

OAJtannr  JoasrH  ^^Boount  Wolsslet. 

F&KDBBXCK  Biflhop  of  LoiOMN. 

Jocsra  Babbbb  Biahop  of  Durham. 

Edwabd  Habold  Biflhop  of  Wotohbstbr. 

JoBar  Thomas  Biahop  of  Norwich. 

Jamss  CoiACBOUir  Bishop  of  Bavgor. 

HxraT  Bishop  of  Worcbstir. 

Charlbs  John  Bishop  of  Gloucbstbr 
AJTD  Bristol. 

Thomas  Ligh  Bishop  of  8t.  Albav s. 

Jamss  Bishop  of  Huetord. 

WnxxAM   OojnroR   Bishop    of  Prtsr- 

■ORoroB. 
Hartbt  Bishop  of  Caruslb. 

Arthur  Charlbs  Bishop  of  Bath  aho 

Wblls. 
JoHK  Fibldbr  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

BiCHARD  Bishop  of  Chichbstbr. 

Joshua  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 

William  Basil  Bishop  of  St.  Datid's. 

Amtbost  Wnsov  Bishop  of  Bocubstbr. 

William  Dalrtmplb  Bishop  of  Lioh* 

riRLD. 

JoBH  Charlbs  Bishop  of  Livrepool. 
Ebhbst  Bolard  Bishop  of  Nbwgastlb. 
BwiHAin  Bishop  of  LLAinxiPjr. 
Ororor  Howard  Bishop  of  Truro. 
William  Bishop  of  Chbstxr. 
Qboror  Bishop  of  Southwell. 

DuDLBT  Charles  Lord  db  Bos. 
Atj^wn  Joseph  Lord  Mowbrat. 
Qrobob  ILuiVBRS  Lord  Hastikos. 
Edward  Southwell  Lord  db  Cluford. 
Thomas  Cbosbt  William  Lord  Dacrb. 
Charles  Hestbt  Bolle  Lord  Cldttok. 

Bobbrt  Natharirl  Cecil  Oboroe  Lord 
ZouGKR  or  Hartkoworth. 

r^^»»—  Edward  Hastixos  Lord  Bot- 
RRAUX.    {E^l  of  Lo9i40tm.) 

Fkuvctt  BoBEBT  Lord  Camots. 
Hrrrt  Lord  Beaumost. 
HE3rRT  Lord  Willouohby  db  Beore. 
SAonriLLE  Obobob  Lord  Ooktebs. 

Hubert  Obobob  Charles  Lord  Yauz  op 
Harrowder. 

Balph  Gordor  Lord  WErrwosTH. 

AlPRHD  TBOMASToWRSHRVDLordBRATR. 


Bobeet  Oeorge  Lord  Wikdsob. 
William  Herrt  John  Lord  North. 
St.  Akdrew  Lord  St.  Johr  of  Blbtso. 

Frederick  Obobob  Lord  Howard  dr 

Walder. 
William  Joseph  Lord  Pbtrb. 

Frederick  Bevjamir  Lord  Sate  and 
Sele. 

John  Francts  Lord  Arundell  of  War- 
dour. 

John  Stuart  Lord  Clifton.  {Sari  pf 
DamU^,) 

John  Baptist  Joseph  Lord  Dobmbe. 
Oeorge  Henry  Lord  Tetnham. 

Augustus  Frederick  FiTzHBRBERTLord 

Stafford. 
OborgbFrederick  William  LordBTRON. 
Lewis  Hbnrt  Hugh  Lord  Clifford  of 

CHXn)LBIGH. 

William  Ooutts  Lord  Ashford. 

Horace  Gourtenay  Oammell  Lord 
FoBBES.    {EUcUd  far  Scotland.) 

Alexander  Lord  Saltoxtn.  {EhcUd/or 
Scotland.) 

Charles  William  Lord  Sinclaib. 
{Elected for  Scotland.) 

Charlrs  Lord  Blanttrr.  {Elected  /or 
Scotland,) 

Alexander  Hugh  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burlet.    {Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Walter  Hugh  Lord  Polwarth.  {Electtd 
for  Scotland.) 

BicHARD  Edmund  Saint  Lawrence  Lord 
Boyle.     {Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery.) 

Oeoror  Lord  Hay.    {Earl  of  Einnoul.) 

DiGBY  WxNTWORTH  Bayard  Jjord  MiD- 

DLBTON. 

William  John  Lord  Monson. 

Frrdebick  Oeorge  Brabazon  Lord 
PoNSONBY.     {Earl  of  Beeehorough.) 

Alfrrd  Nathanirl  Holder  Lord  Scars- 
dale. 
Obobob  Florance  Lord  Boston. 

Charles  Oborgb  Lord  Lotel  and  Hol- 
land.   {Earl  of  Egwwnt. ) 

Obobob  William  Henry  Lord  Yrrnon. 

Edward  St.  Ydtcent  Lord  Digby. 

OaOBOBDoUOLAsLordSUNDRIDOR.    {Duke 

of  Ar0gU.) 
Edward  Henry  Juuus  Lord  Hawke. 
Henry  Thomas  Lord  Folxy. 
Arthur  dr  Gardornrl  Lord  Ddtrtor. 
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iBDicAfl  Lord  Walbdtokam. 
Wxxiuji  Lend  Baoot. 
fhiABT.w  HxnT  Lord  Southaxftov. 
Jqbx  RrcHABT>  BBorausT  Loid  Okart- 


Gbobox  Bbidoxs  HAKunr  X>BinrErT  Lord 
BoDjrsT. 

Pttnip  BaovAiJ)  Lord  Soioebb. 

BiOHABD  HmT  Lord  Bsrwick. 

Edwabd  Lsraoz  Lord  Shxbbossb. 

JoHK  HbtbtDk  La  Pom  Lord  Ttboits. 
(JfirfiMM  of  WiUer/ord.) 

HBmTBxMTDroxLordOABLBxoir.    (.fibr/ 
pfSkammm.) 

ObABISS  Lord  SUFFDELD. 

Dujoxr  Whjcot  Lord  Dobohsstsb. 
LtOTB  Lord  Kezttoit. 
ClirABT.B»  GoBinrAUJB  Lord  Bbatbbookb. 
WiLLtAX  Abohbb  Lord  AjcHBBaT. 

Xdwabd  Lord  Fubzbwiox.     (Marqusa 
rfJDontgMl.) 

Hbtbt  Ghabjlss  Lord  Oaob.     ( VucouMi 

Ihoilu  Jomr  Lord  Ihxjblow. 
WniXAK  OaoBGB  Lord  Avoklamd. 

Orablbs  Obobob  Lord  Ltttbltov. 
Hbbbt  Obobob  Lord  Mbbdif.  (Fucimnt 

GhoBOB  Lord  Stuabt  of  Oabtlb  Shtabt. 

AlAB    PLABTAOBBBr    Loid    81BWABT  of 

Oablos.  (Emrl  9f  QaUowajf.) 

Jameb  G^bob  Hbbbt  Lord  8alizb«- 
BOBD.    (JBmtI  of  Cowrtown.) 

WzLUAX    Lord    Bbosbiox.     (Fiscaymi 
MiikUm.) 

Fbbdbbxck  Hbbbt  William  Lord  Oal- 


FftiXB  BoBBBT  Lord  Owtdib. 

Orablbs  Bobbbt  Lord  Oabbikoton. 

WnuAM  Hbbbt  Lord  Boltob. 

Obobob  Lord  Nobthwiox. 

Ibomab  Ltttlbtob  Lord  Lilvobd. 

Tkoiub  Lord  Bibblbbdalb. 

Edwabo  Lord  Dubbabt.     {EUcUi  fmr 

Edwabo    Dovougb    Lord    Ibohiqudt. 
{£Upi4dfcr  IroUmd.) 

Jqbm  Tboxab   Willux  Lord  Mabbt. 
{Ja$d0ifar  lr$Umd.) 


Bobbbt  Lord  Clobbbocx.    (EUeUd  for 

IreiaHd.) 

Ghablbs  Mabk  Lord  Hbadlet.  iEUded 
for  Iroland.) 

Edwabd  Heztby  Chubghill  Lord  Cbof- 
TOK.     (Elected  for  Poland.) 

Hbbouleb   Edwabd    Lord    Lakofobd. 
iEUeUdfor  IrOand.) 

Datbolles    Blabbrbt   Lord  Vbhtry 

{EUeUdfor  Ireland.) 
Hbbbt  Fbabcis  Sbtxoitb  Lord  Moobb. 

{Marqueee  ofDrogheda.) 

Jomr  Hbbbt  Wellibgton  Obahax  Lord 
L0FTV8.     (Marqueee  of  Ely,) 

WiLUAM  Lord   Oabtsfobt.      {Earl  of 
Caryefort) 

Obobgb  Balph  Lord  Abebobombt. 

Ohablbs  Edmtjhb  Lord  Ellekbobouoh. 

AxTOUWrUsFBBDKBTfnrABTHPBLordSABPTS 

Hbbbt  NoBTH  Lord  Shbffxbld.    (Earl 
ofShefield.) 

WnxiAM  Magbaghteb  Lord  Ebsxike. 

Obobob  Johb  Lord  Montbaglb.    {Ifar- 
queoi  of  Sligo.) 

OBOEGBABTHUBHASTOrOSLordOBAirABD. 

(Earl  of  Oranard.) 

HuBOBBFOBD  Lord  Obbwb. 

Lord  Oabdkbb. 

Jomr  Thoxab  Lord  ILlbbbbs. 

Jomr  Adbub   Louia  Lord  Hofbtovk. 
(Earl  of  Sopeiom.) 

BiciTABP  Lord  Oastlexaibb.    (ElecUd 
for  Ireland.)  ^ 

Chablbs  Lord  Meldbxtx.    (Maraueee  rf 
SunOy.)  ^       ^ 

Obobob  Fbedebick  Lord  Boss.    (Earl  of 
Olaeyow.) 

WnjjAX  WiLLoroHBT  Lord  Obibbtbab. 
(Earl  of  EnniekiUen.) 

WnjjAx   Halb  Jomr   Chablbs   Lord 

PoxiOBD.     (Earl  of  Limeriek.) 
Fbabcu  Obobob  Lord  CmmcmLL. 
Obobob  Bobbbt  Gabbibo  Lord  Habbis. 
Bboibald  Chablbs  Edwabo  Lord  Col- 


80HOXBBB0  Hbbbt  Lord  Tr»»     (Mar- 
queee  of  Lothian.) 

Hbbbt  FBABas  Lord  Mzbstbb.    (Mar- 
queee  Conynykam.) 

Jaxbs  Edwabd  WnxLui  Thbobald  Lord 
Obxobdb.     (MarquoH  of  Ormonde.) 

Fbabcis  BioKABO  Lord  Wbxtss.    (Earl 
of  Wmyoi.) 


BFIBITnAL  AND  TEMPOBAL. 

JoBV    SrmAHOB    Lord     Cf.AiffiiBAiMnj>.   Oeorgs  Hsxbt  Chablbb  Lord  Stbap. 
{Emrt  •/  JUdtn.)  fobd. 

WnxuMLTaoxLordSxLOHSSTBB.    (£§rl  Abohibald    Bbibazoit  Bpabbow,  Lord 
•f  Z^ttgfprd.)  WoBLnroHAM.    {Fqrl  of  Gw/ord,) 

Clotwobtst  Johk  Etbb  Lord  Obzxl.  '  Williak  Fbeoebicx  Loid  Stbathbdek. 

(  Fuimmi  IfiMMTiMM.)  i  Osoffbxt  Doicnncx  Augubtus  Fbedk* 

HcoH  Lord  Dklajcbbb.  bick  Lord  Oranmobb  and  Bbowicb. 

Oiobob  Cku.  Weld  Lord  Pobbstbb.  {EUcUd/or  Ireland.) 

JoHar  WiLUAX  Lord  Ratlxioh.  8^o»  ^^  Lovat. 

Edbxc  Fbxdbbio  Lord  Ootobd.  William  Batsicak  Lord  Batxicak. 

HrBBBT     Obobob    Lord     Sohzbhill.   Jambs  Molyneux    Lord    Chablbmont. 

(Jftr^MM  of  amnricardt,)  (^'•'  of  CharlenMnt.) 

Jambs  Ludotic  Lord  Wioajt.    {Earl  of .  Ambbnon    Hawxiks    Thomoxd    Lord 

Crawford  and  BaUarr0$.)  KnrroBX.     (^Earl  of  Eintore.) 

UcBTBB  Jomr  Mabk  Lord  Eaktobly.   GBOBoxPoirsoHBTLordLiSMOBx.    (Fm- 

{Earl  of  Ranfurfy.)  <»^^  Lumore,) 


Obobob  Lord  Db  Tablby.  Debbicx  Wabkxb  Wiluam  Lord  Boss- 

CHABLBsSnrABxHBirBYLordTxyTBBDEK.  ^^^"• 

WnxiAM  CoxYXOHAM  Lord  Pluxxxt.       RoBi^HAPLAXD  Gbobgb  Juliax  Lord 

WnxiAM  HzNKT  AsHS  Lord  Hzytbs-  n_  * »,  _ 

-_._  GkARLBS  FREDKKtCK  ASHLXT  COOFEB 

A  T»-„    T  «i»  /r.    »       Lord  Dk  Maulbt. 

Al|aiBAtDPHILIPLordEo8KBBtT.    (JWr/    ^^^  j^^  WB0TTE8LBT. 


of  BaooUry,) 

BicHABD    Jambs    Lord    Olaxwiluam. 
{Earl  of  ClmwOUam.) 

Wiluam  Dbapxb  Mobtdcbb  Lord  Wyx- 

VOBD. 

WnxiAM    Hbxby   Lord    Kilmabxocx* 
{Earl  of  ErroU.) 

AsravB  Jambs  Fbaxois  Lord  FDroAix. 
{Earl  of  FinyaU.) 


Chablbs  Douglas  Riohabd  Lord  Subk* 

LBY. 

Fbbdbbicx  Hbxby  Paul  Lord  Mxthxtex. 
Hbxby  Edwabd  Johx  Lord  Staxlxy  ox 


William  Hxxby  Lord  Leigh 
Beilby  Lord  Wexlock. 
Wiluam  Lord  Luboax. 


Wiluam  Philip  Lord  Sbttox.  (.&Sfr/e/'|  Thomas  Spbixg  Lord  Moxtbaole  ox 
SofUnJ)  I     Bbaxdox. 

BoBSBT  Bbbmixoham  Lord  Clxmxxts.   James  Lord  Sbatox. 

{Earl  of  Ltitrim.)  ■  Johx  Maxley  Abbuthxot  Lord  Keaxe. 

T«o"^I-^nl    Kexus.      {Marqaou   0/ Johx  Lord  Oxxxpoobd.    {Earl  of  Stair.) 

Hoadfort.)  ,  „    ,     ^  Chablbs  Cbespioxy  Lord  Viviax. 

WnuLZAM   Lord   Chawobth.     (Earl  of  -n  •««  •>     .  ^ 

jUj^^  X  ^  ^   Hxxby  William  Lord  Coxolktox. 

Chablbs  Adolphts  Lord  Duxmobe.  !>="«  St.  GEOBOELord  Duxsaxdle  and 
{Earl  of  Danmaro.)  Claxooxal.     {Ehetod  for  Ireland.) 

Atocttts  Fbbdbbicx  Oxobob  Wabwicx  V'ctob  Alexaxdxb  Lord  Ewnr.  {Earl 
Lotd  PbLTiMOBE.  ofElyin  and  Kincardine.) 

Llbwblyx  Nbyill  Vauohax  Lord  Mos-   Wiluam  Hxxby  Fobestbb  Lord  Loxdbs- 

YTK,  BOBOUOa. 

Hxxby  Spxxobb  Lord  Tbmplxmobe.  Chablbs  Bobebt  Claude  Lord  Tbubo. 

VAunrrorx  Pbxdbbicx  Lord  Cloxctbby.  Abthub  Lord  Db  Fbbyxx. 

Johx  8r.  TixcxxT  Lord  Db  Saumabee.      Ed^aw>     Bubtxxshaw    Lord     Saibt 

LXOXABDS. 

Oeobob  Fitz*Boy  Heitby  Lord  Baolak. 

Oilbebt  Hbxby  Lord  Avelaxd. 
Pmiup  Lord  Db  UIsLB  AXD  Dudley.        Valbxtixx   Augustus  Lord  Kxxmabe 
Albxaxdxb  Huoh  Lord  Abkbuxtox.  {Earl  of  Eenauire.) 

Bdwabd  Bicsabd  Lord  Hatbhbtox.         Hbxby  Lord  Bxlpxb. 


Thomas  Lord  Dbxmax. 

Wiluam  Fbxdkbics  Lord  Abixqeb. 


BOLL  OP  THE  LOBDS 


Woo  AS  Lord  Talbot  de  Mala- 


SosEST  lord  Ebcbt. 

teAU.cs  CoMFTOv  William  Lord  Ches- 


Ftrnrtir  Aroufrrus  Lord  Ciielmsfobd. 
JoHV  Lord  CucBSTOv. 
Hjdtkt  L:>rd  Leooxfizld. 

WiLSEAHAX  Lord  EoEKTOlf . 

GoDrasT  Cha&les  Lord  Tbepeoab. 

Prrz  Patbicx  Hexby  Lord  Lyvedex. 

Hjotbt  Chables  Lord  Beouohajc  and 
VArx. 

Abtrtk  Fitz-Gebald  Lord  Kinkaibd. 

Bichabp   Luttbell   PiucnfOToir    Lord 
Weftbubt. 

Tbavcis  Willluc  FirzHABDnroB  Lord 

FnZHABDIKOE. 

Lun  Oeobob  Lord  Axvaly. 

BoBEBT     Offlet     Ashbubtok     Lord 

HorOHTOK. 

WiLUAH  Lord  Bohillt. 

Oxobob  Puiups  Alezakdeb  Lord  Bab- 
BOoiLU     {Earl  0/  Caithneu. ) 

TuoMAS  Lord  Clebmo5t. 

James  Hebdebt  Oustaws  Mebedtth 
Lord  Mebedttii.     {Lord  AtUumney,)  • 

Wdtdham  Thomas  Lord  S[E2niY.     {Earl  \ 
9/  Ihtnraren  and  Mouni'Earl. ) 

Ohablxs  Btajtlet  Lord  Mokcx.    (  Fis- 1 
paumi  Jfanck.) 

JoHH  Hajob  Lord  Habtismbbe.    {Z^d 
Simmihr,) 

Hsdwobtb  Htlton  Lord  Htltov. 
Edwaxo  Oobdon  Lord  Pexbhtv. 

OusTATVs  Bcssxll  Loid  Bbakcepeth. 
(  Fi$€0UMi  Bojfne,) 

JoHV  HxvBT  Lord  KESTZTEir. 

Abthcb  Lord  Obmathwaxts. 

Editaid  Lord  O'Neill. 

Bobbbt  OoBiTEus  Lord  Napieb. 

Jxsrico  William  Joseph  Lord  Oobmak- 
STOK.     {Fiseount  Gormamton.) 

JoBX  Hamiltok  Lord  Lawbeitcb. 

James  Plaibted  Lord  Pestzaicce. 

Jomr  Lord  Dnnrnco.     [Lord  Rollo.) 

Jambs    Lord    Balcthabd.      {Earl  of 
Soaihsok,) 

WtuzAM  Lord  nABS.  {Earl  of  L%%iow§l,) 

VnAMciM   Editabb    Lord    Hoitabo   of 

Ol^OSSOF. 


Beexabd     Edwabd     Babnaby     Lord 
Castletowk. 

Jomr  Embrich  Edwabd  Lord  Acton. 

Thomas  Ohables  Lord  Bobabtes. 

George  Gre2^ell  Lord  Wolyebtox. 

Aloebxok  Willum  FiTLKE  Lord  Gbe- 

YILLE. 

Thomas  Townbley  Lord  O'Hagax. 

WiLUAM  Lord  Sajtdhttrst. 
Fbxdebio  Lord  Blachfobd 

FjtAKas  Lord  Ettbick.     {Lord  Napi$r.) 

James  Charles  Herbert  Welbore  Ellis 
Lord  SoMERTOK.   {Earlof  Normanton,) 

Bobert     Alexakder     Shafio     Lord 
Wavekby. 

Hekry  Austin  Lord  Aberbabb. 
James  Lord  Moncbeiff. 
John  Dukb  Lord  Colebidoe. 
WiLUAM  Lord  Emly. 
Chichester  Samuel  Lord  Carunoford. 
Thomas  Francis  Lord  Cotteslob. 
Edmund  Lord  Hammond. 
John  Slaney  Lord  Hampton. 
John  Lord  Winmarlbigh. 
Charles    Alexander   Lord    Douglas. 
{Earl  of  Rom$.) 

John  Wiluam  Lord  Bamsay.    {Earl  of 
Dalhousi0.) 

John  Henry  Lord  Fermanagh.    {Earl 
of  Erne.) 

WiLiJAM  Bichard  Lord  Harlech. 

Henry  Gerard  Lord  Aungton. 

John  Lord  Tollemachb. 

Bobbbt  Tolyeb  Lord  Gebabd. 

Mortimer  Lord  Sackville. 

CouN  Lord  Blackburn.     {A  Lord  of 
Appeal  in  Ordinary.) 

Charles  BomrxB  Lord  Norton. 

George  Willlui  Lord  Shutb.     {Fie- 
count  Barrington,) 

Wiluam    Lord    Watson.    {A  Lord  of 
Appeal  in  Ordinary.) 

Lawrence  Hesketh  Lord  Haldon. 

Ivor  Bertie  Lord  Wimbornb« 

Arthur  Edward  Lord  Ardilaun. 

Alexander  Dundas  Boss  Lord  Laming* 

TON. 

Charles  Fredebicx  Lord  Doninoton. 
Abthub  Edwin  Lord  Tbetob. 

ICoHTAOr  WlLLLAM  Lord  BOWTON. 

Wiluam  Francis  Lord  Mount-Txmplx. 
Edwabd  Hugbssxn  Lord  Bbaboubnx. 


8PIKITUAL  AND  TEMFOBAL. 


JUTDini  OuvxE  YitusBS  Lord  Aicnr- 


WiLtxuc  MoicTAOu   Lord  Twxsddalb. 
{Marfm$$  of  T^ondMe.) 

WnuAX  IJucx  Tribtbam  Lord  Howth. 

DovALD  Jamm  Lord  Rsat. 
Haboourt  Lord  Dsrwxvt. 
Hkitbt  James  Lord  Hothfixli). 
DuDunr  Courrs  Lord  Twskdmouth. 
Oboeob  WitxiAX  WiLSHBES  Loid  Beam- 


Jomr  Datid  Lord  Fitz  Obbald.    {A 
lA^dof  Apf€§l  in  Orditun'g.) 

Fbbdbbick  Bbaucbamp  Paobt  Lord  Al* 


Alvbbd  Lord  TBirimov. 

Jambs  Lord  Stbatkspbt.    {EarlofStm- 

JoBK  Obobob  Lord  Mohk  Bebitox. 
Waltbe  Chablbs  Lord  NoBTOBoirBirB. 
Abthttb   Savbobbs  William  Cbablbs 

Fox  Lord  Sudlby.    (JEarl  tf  Attmh.) 
JoHar  BoBBBT  William  Lord  db  Ybsgi. 

(FmsmmI^  F§m.) 
Mabmadvkb  Fbabcis  Lord  E^bbibs. 


Hardihgb  Staitlbt  Lord  Halsbury. 
(/«  another  Plac0  a$  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor,) 

Mbrytx  Edward  Lord  Powerscourt 
{In  another  Place  as  Ftscount  Powers- 
court,) 

Ahtuoxt  Henry  Lord  Nortbii«gton. 
{Lord  Henley.) 

Nathaniel  Maybb  Lord  Rothschild. 

Edward  Charles  Lord  Revelstokb. 

Robert  Porrett  Lord  Monkswell. 

ABTura  Lord  Hobhousb. 

Ralph  Robert  Whbelbb  Lord  Ldtoen. 

Edwabd  Lord  Ashboubnb. 

Rowland  Lord  Saint  Oswald. 

Robert  Jambs  Lord  Wantage. 

William  Baliol  Lord  Eshbb. 

Thomas  Lord  Deramore. 

Hbnhy  John  Lord  MoivTAau  of  Beau- 
lieu. 

WiLUAM  BULLER  FULLERTON  Lord  El- 
PBINSTONB. 

Chablbs  John  Lord  Coltille  of  Cul- 

BOSS. 


There  Bre  two  TacBiiciee  in  the  Representation  of  the  Peers  for  Scotland  caused 
bj  the  deaths  of  the  Yisoount  Strathallan  and  the  Lord  Borthwick. 


LIST    OF    THE    COMMONS. 


THE    NAMES    OF    MEMBERS 

BcnrajTBD  to  sertk  nr  tbx  TwxsTT-THntD  Pabuaicbht  of  the  TJmTED  Kikodoh 
<n  OsKAT  Bkitadt  akd  Iebuhd,  sukhovbd  to  xbzt  at  WssnoRSTBk 
m    Tmami   Dat    of   Jakitart,  Oirx  Tbousakd   Eight  Hu2n>BED  akd 

ElOBTT    8UC,  A8    BT  THS    SSTSEAL    RbTUBVS  FILED  IK    THE    OfFIOE    OF  THE 

Clsex  of  the  Cbowk  nr  Chakoeby  afpbahs. 


BEDFORD. 

MOETHBBK,  or  BlOOLESWADE  DlYIStOK, 

CharlM  Magniae. 

Bau'iujuur,  or  Lutok  DinnoK, 
Pjril  Flower. 

BEDFORD  BOROUOn. 

fluuiel  Wliitlmad* 


BEBK8. 
NoBTHSEV,  or  Abotodok  Dnri8ioKy 
Wroughton. 

SovTBEmK,  or  Neitbubt  DirmoK, 
Wniiam  George  Mount 

EaBTBBK,  or  WOKIVOHAM  DmuoK, 

Sir  George  Roaeel),  bt. 

READING  BOROUGH. 
Ohariee  Townahend  Mordooh. 

WINDSOR  (NEIf)  BOROUGU. 

Robert  Riohardeon-Gardner. 


BUCKS. 
Nobthebk,  or  Buokixoham  Divisiok, 
Oi^lain  Edmund  Hope  Vcmej. 

MiD»  or  Atlesbubt  Diyisiok, 
Baron  Ferdinand  Jamee  de  Rothschild. 

SouTBXBVy  or  Wtooxbb  DnriaxoH, 
Yifloooni  Onrson* 


OAMBRTDGE. 

NoBTHEBKy  or  W18BEOH  DlYISIOK, 

John  Rigby. 

WEsrEBK,  or  Cbbbtbbtok  Diyisiok, 
Charl  -  Hall. 

Eas    bk,  or  Newhabxbt  Divisiok, 
George  Newnee. 

CAMBRIDGE  UKIVERSITT, 

Rt.  Hon.  Alexander  James  Beresford 
Beresford-Hope,  LL.D., 

Rt.  Hon.  Heniy  Oedl  Raikes,  M.A. 

CAMBRIDGE  BOROUGH. 
Rober  TTniaoke  Penrose  Fits  Gtorald. 


CHESTER. 

WlBBAL  DlYISIOK, 

Edward  Thomas  Davenant  Cotton. 

Eddisbubt  Diyisiok, 
Henry  James  ToUemache. 

Macclesfield  Ditisiok, 
William  Coare  Brooklehurst. 

Cbewe  DmsioKy 
George  William  Latham. 

Nobthwioh  Divisiok, 
John  Tomlinson  Bruuner. 

Altbikcham  DlVIStOK, 
John  Brooks. 


Li9i9f 


Htdb  DiTiaioKy 
Ashion. 


lOOMMONS,  1886) 


Thomas 

KjnmFORD  DinsioVy 
Hon.  Alan  do  TaHon  Egerton. 

BI&KENHBAD  BOROUGH. 
lieat-Ooneral  Sir  Edward  Braoe  Ham- 
lej,  K.0  B. 

CHESTER  BOROUOQ. 
Bahhffip"''  Walter  Foetar. 

STOCKPORT  BOROUGH. 
Louis  John  Jennings* 
William  Tipping. 


OOBNWALL. 
Wbstbev,  or  8t.  Itbs  Dinsiov, 
Sir  John  St  Aubyn,  bt. 

North*  Wbstdv,  or  Cahbobhs  DnrisioVi 
Oharles  Angnsias  Yanaiitart  Oonybeare. 

Tburo  DmsioKy 
William  Bickfoxd  Smith. 

Mm,  or  St.  Aubtbll  Divisioh, 
William  Oc^eland  Borlase. 

8onTH*EASTBmv,  or  Bodmut  Dinsiov, 
Leonard  Henrj  Courtney. 

NoBTB-EASTBUry  OT  Lavhobstoii 

DlYIStOWy 

Chailas  Thomas  Dyke  Adand. 

PEMRTN  AHD  FALMOUTH  BOROUGH, 
Da?id  Jamee  Jenkins. 


DERBY. 

HlQB  PSAK  DiVISlOK, 

!  William  Sidebottom. 

North-Eastbrk  Diyisioh, 
Hon.  Frands  Egerton. 

Ohbstsbfisld  DiYisioir, 
Alfred  Barnes. 

Westbrk  Diyisioh, 
Lord  Edward  Oayendish. 

Mm  DinsioK, 
James  Alfred  Jaeobj. 

Ilkistov  DiYisioir, 
Thomas  Watson* 

SoiTTHSBir  Dinsioir, 
Henzy  Wardle. 

DERBY  BOROUGR 

Thomas  Boe, 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William  Oeorge  Grai 
Yenables  Yemon  Haroonrt,  kni. 


NoRTHKRiri  or  EsKDAIiB  DlYISIOK, 

Robeti  Andrew  AlHson. 

Mm,  or  PnnuTH  DinsioR, 
Hsoiy  Oharles  Howard. 

OocKmionTH  Divisiok, 
Chatlsa  Jamee  Yalentine. 

Wasrsav,  or  EeasMovr  Diyisior, 
Lotd  Moneaslar. 

CARUSLB  BOROUGH. 
Robeit  Fergnsoiii 

WHITEnAVEII  BOROUGH. 

Rt  Hon.  Oeorge  Augustus  Freder 
OaTendish  Boitinek. 


DEYON. 
Eastbrv,  or  HoHiTOir  DiymoK, 
Sir  John  Henzy  Kennaway,  bt. 
North-Eastsbit,  or  Titbrtor  DxtisioRi 
Lt-Ool.  William  Hood  Wahond. 
Nobtherk,  or  Sottth  Moltok  Diyisxok, 
Yisoount  Lymington. 

North*  Wbstbrr,  or  Barxstaplb 
DiTisiosr, 

Oeorge  Pitt  Lewis. 

WBSTRBir,  or  Tatistoox  Ditisior, 
Yisoount  Ebrington. 

SOUTHRBR,  or  TOTWBS  DmsioR, 

Francis  Bingham  Mildmay. 

ToBQUAT  Dmsioar, 
Lewis  M'lTer. 

Mm,  or  AsHBVRTOK  Dxnsiov, 
Charlee  8eale*Hayne. 

DEVOHPORT  BOROUGH. 

Oeorge  Edward  Friee. 
John  Henry  Puleston, 

EXETER  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Henry  Stafford  Northoote. 

PLYMOUTH  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Edward  Bates,  bt. 
Edward  Oeorge  Clarke. 


Lui^ 


•J-':m 


(OOMMONS,  1886] 


Jf#ifitffr«. 


Dxnsioy, 
DnnnoVy 


DUBHAM. 
iAMMf/w  iHnacm, 

Bvr9V7r«'jL£-0rmfBO  Dmsunr, 
Xosni'Wzamar  Dnrxoov, 

GtBMil  Sir  Hanr  ]fanIiiium'Jo0«p]i 

BiMwr  AracLAjrD  Diruiov, 
IfaUor  PmUob. 

Bamkabd  CAfixs  Dnruunr, 
f^J^mfnh  Wlutw«D  Peue,  Bt. 

DAEUJIGT05  BOROncn. 
IiCRHAM  BOROUGH. 

ThoMaMilTuo. 

GATESHEAD  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Walter  Henry  Jamec. 

HABTLEPOOLA  (TUE)  BOROUGH 
TbooiM  BkhartUon. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  BOROUGH. 
JaaiM  Cochrmn  Bterenson. 

STOCKTON  BOROUGH. 
JoMph  Dodds. 

SUNDERLAND  BOROUGH. 
Edward  Temperlej  Oooiley, 
Samuel  Storey. 


Southern,  or  Bomfobd  DrviaioVi 

John  Weatlake. 

Webterv,  or  Eppino  Diyiaiov, 

Bight  Hon.  Sir  Henry  John  Selwin* 
ftbetson,  bt. 

NoBTHXBK,  or  Satfboit  Waldbit 
Dinaiov, 
Herbert  Cblstoun  Gardner. 

Nobth*Easterk,  or  Habwioh  Dmeiov, 
Tames  Bound. 

Eabtebk,  or  Maldok  Diyisiov, 
Albert  George  Kitching. 

Mm,  or  Cheucspobd  Divisiok, 
William  Jamea  Beadel. 

SoUTH-EaSTEKN    DlYISIOlTi 

William  Thomaa  Makins. 

GOLGHESTER  BOROUGH. 
Henry  John  Trotter. 

WEST  HAH  BOROUGH. 
North  Diviium^ 
Edward  Bider  Cook. 

South  Divtsion, 


South- WBaTKBv,  or  Walthamstow 
DirtaioN, 

Edward  North  Buxton. 


GLOTTGESTEB. 
Mid,  or  Stroud  Diviaiov, 
Hon.  Henry  Bobert  Brand. 

NoBTHBRN,  or  Tbwxesbuby  DiTiaiONi 
j  John  Beginald  Yorke. 

Eastxrn,  or  OnuDiOEaTBR  DinaioK, 
Arthur  Brend  Winterbotham. 

>  F0SX8T  OF  Dbak  Diyibioh, 

Thomas  Blake. 

SovTHXBK,  or  Thornbubt  DinsioK, 
j  Edward  Stafford  Howard. 

BRISTOL  BOROUGH. 
Wut  Divmom, 
Bt.  hon.  Sir  Michael  Edward  Hicks- 
Beach,  bt. 

North  DmoioH, 
'  Lewis  Fry. 

\  Utit  DivUion^ 

Handel  Oossham. 
i  South  Dioioiow^ 

;  Joseph  Dodge  Weston. 

CHELTENHAM  BOROUGH. 

Jamee  T)mte  Agg-Gazdner. 

GLOUCESTER  BOROUGH. 

Thomas  Bobinson. 


Ltsi  •J 

HANTS. 

NO&THXBV,  or  BA8Ur08TOKX  DtnuoN, 

Bt  hon.  George  8cUter-Booth. 

WBsramir,  or  Akdovxe  DmsioN, 
WiUiam  Wither  Brameton  Beaoh. 

BA0rsB]r,  or  FknasrisLD  DiriaxoN, 
yiaoount  Wolmer. 

SOUTHBBK,  or  FaBSHAM  DlTiaiOKy 

Liaat-Oea.    Sir  Frederick  Wellincfton 
John  FiUWygram,  bt. 

Nbw  Fouerr  Dinsioy, 
Freaeia  Oompton. 

CHRISTCHORGH  BOROUGH. 
Charlea  Edward  Baring  Toang. 

PORTSMOUTH  BOROUGH. 

Sir  WiUiam  Cfrosnnaii,  K.0.1C.a. 
Fliilip  Yaaderbjl. 

SOUTHAMPTON  BOROUGH. 

Alfred  Oilaa 
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KENT. 


Wxanmiri  or  SBvxiroAKs  DnriuoK, 
Charlea  WUliam  MiUa. 

NoBTH-WiaTXBV,  or  Dabtford 
DnriBioN, 
Rft.  Hon.  Sir  William  Hart-Dyke,  bt. 

I  SoTTTH-WiaTXBV,   Or  TUVBBIDOB 

'  DiTiBioir, 

.  Bobert  Norton. 

Mid,  or  Medwat  DrvinoK, 
,  Hon.  John  Stewart  Gathome-Hardj. 

N0BTH*EA8TXBir,  or  FAyBBSHAH 

I  Dnrisiov, 

I  Herbert  Thomas  Knatohbnll>Hngeeaon, 

SOTTTHBUr,  or  AflHPOBD  DlYISIOV, 

William  Pomfret  Pomfret. 

EA0TBBir,  or  St.  ArousmrB'e  Ditision, 
Aretas  Akers-Douglas. 

IsLB  OF  Thahbt  DiYinoir, 


Vice  Adm.  Sir  John  Edmund  OommereU,  Colonel  Edward  Robert  King-Harman 


V.O.,  K.O.B. 

WIJfOHBSTBR  BOROUGH. 

Arthnr  Loftna  Tottenham. 

HEBEFOBD. 

NoBTHxav,  or  LBOxnrsTBB  DmeioN, 
Thomaa  Dookham. 

BorTRBBV,  or  Bom  DnrinoN, 
Michael  Biddnlph. 

HEREFORD  BOROUGH. 
Joeeph  Pollejr. 

HEBTFOBD. 

NOBTHBBB,  or  HtIGBZB  DiTI8ION| 

Bobeft  Dimadale  (Baron  of  the  Bueeian 
Empire). 

EaerBBV,  or  EbBXtoBD  DmsioB, 
Abel  Smith. 

Mus  or  Br.  AiJAye  DiviaioK, 
Ttaoo«at  Orimaton. 


WnrTBBV,  or  Watfobd  Dnntiow, 
Thonaa  Frederick  Halaej. 

HUNTINGDON. 

BovTRBBB,  or  HuBTuroDOir  DiYinow, 
Thonaa  Ooote,  jnn. 

NoBTBBBVy  or  Baxbat  Dmaioir, 
WiUiam  Henrj  Fellowee. 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Sir  Biehard  Ererard  Webeter,  knt. 


CANTERBURY  BOROUGH. 
John  Henniker  Heaton. 

CHATHAM  BOROUGH. 
Sir  John  Eldon  Goret,  knt. 

DEPTFORD  BOROUGH. 
William  John  Evelyn. 

DOVER  BOROUGH. 
Major  Alexander  George  Diekson. 

GRAVESEND  BOROUGH. 

John  Bailey  White,  jnn. 

GREENWICH  BOROUGH. 
Thomae  William  Boord. 

HTTHE  BOROUGH. 

Sir  Edward  T^lliam  Watkin,  bt. 

LEWI8BAM  BOROUGH. 

Yiflooont  Lewisham. 

MAIDSTONE  BOROUGH. 
Alexander  Henry  Roes. 

ROCHESTER  BOROUGH. 

Francia  Charlea  Hnghee-Hallett. 

WOOLWICH  BOROUGH. 
j  Edwin  Hughea. 


LANOASTEB. 
North  LaneaaUrei 

NOBTH  LONBDALB  DlTiaiOB, 

William  George  Ainalie. 

liABCAaTBB  DnriaioN, 
M^or  George  Blncher  Heneage  Marton* 


Ud^f 


Blackpool  Dmnov, 
Bt.  Hon.  Frederick  Axthur  Stanley. 

Choslst  Dmnov, 
Iie«i.-OeB«  Bsadle  Joseph  Feilden. 

■efftt-BMt  LuetsUre. 
DABvcr  Dmsiosr, 
Tieeoottt  Cra&bonie. 

CuTvzBOB  Drvmoir, 
Kr  Ughtred  JAinee  Kaj-Shutaewortb.bt 

AcCEOrOTOV   DiVISIOKy 

F^vderick  William  Grafton. 

BoanpTDALB  Divisiov, 
Bt.  Hon«  Maiqneaa  of  Hartington. 

Soath-Baat  Laaeaahire, 

WESTHOUOHTOSr  DiTinov, 

Frank  Hardcaatle. 

Hktwood  Dmaiov, 
laaae  Hqyle. 

MiDDLSioH  Dnriaiov, 
Golonel  (leorge  Salia-8chwabe« 

BADCLITfB-CITX-FABVVOnTH  DlVISIOK, 

Robert  Leake. 

EocLEa  Drvmov, 
Allied  John  Francia  Egerton. 

Btesttord  DnriBioK, 
William  Agnew. 

OOBTOK  DmsioK, 
Bichard  Peacock. 

PajBarwicH  DiyiaioK, 
Abel  Buckley. 

Soath-Weet  LaacaaUre, 

SoUTHFOaT  DiYiaiov, 
George  Angaatua  Pilkington. 

GamnriaK  DmaioK, 
Arthur  Bower  Fonrood. 

BOOTLI  DiTUIOK, 

Lteut.-Oolonel  Thomaa  ICyles  Sandys. 

WiDiTEs  Dinaiov, 
Tom  Cottingham  Edwards* Moaa. 

Nbwtow  Dmsiojr, 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  Bichard  Assheton  Croea, 
G.C.B. 

Ives  Dmsiov, 
Colonel  Heuy  BlundeU  -  Hollinshead 
BlundelL 

LnoH  DnriaioK, 
Caleb  Wright. 
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BARROW.IN-FURNESS  BOROUGH. 
Dayid  Duncan. 


BLACKBURN  BOROUGH. 

William  Coddington. 

Bight  Hon.  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  bt. 

BOLTON  BOROUOH. 

Herbert  Shepherd-Cross. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Francis  Charles  Bridge- 
man. 

BORNLET  BOROUGH. 

Peter  Bylands. 

BURT  BOROUGH. 

Bight  Hon.  Sir  Heniy  James,  knt. 

LIVERrOOL  BOROUGH. 
KxrhdaU  Dhiiion, 
George  Smyth  Baden-Powell,  C.  M.  G. 

Walton  Diviiiott, 
John  George  Gibson, 

JEverUm  DivUion^ 
Edward  WhiUey. 

Tr$$t  Dwly  Division, 
Lord  Claud  Hamilton. 

ScoiUnd  Divition, 
Thomaa  Power  O'Connor. 

Exehango  Division^ 
Laurence  Bichardaon  Baily. 


Ahorcromby 
William  Frederick  Lawrence. 

Eoit  Toxtoth  Ditinon, 
Baron  Henry  de  Worms. 

Wool  TogtHh  Diviiion, 
Thomaa  Bland  Boyden. 

IfANCUESTER  BOROUGH. 
JVbr^A-  We$i  DMiiom, 
William  Henry  Houldsworth. 

North  Dmoiom, 
James  Frederick  Hutton. 

North^Eaoi  Dwinon, 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  James  Fergusson,  bt. 

East  Dipinom, 
Bight  Hon.  Arthur  James  Balfour. 

South  Diomom, 
Sir  Henry  Enfield  Bosooe,  knt. 

South'  Wat  Divioiom, 
Lord  Frederick  Hamilton. 

OLDHAM  BOROUGU. 


ASHTON.UNDER.LTNK  BOROUGH.       John  TomUnaon  Hibbert, 
John  Edmund  Wentworth  Addiaon.       '  Jamea  Mackenae  Maclean. 


Li%i  •f 


PRESTON  BOROUGH. 
William  Edward  Murraj  Tomlinaoii. 
Bobert  William  Hanbory. 

ROCHDALE  BOROUGH. 

Thomas  Bayley  Potter. 

SALFORD  BOROUGH. 
Edirard  Hardoaatle. 

Benjamia  Armitage. 

South  Divmon, 
Willtam  Mather. 

STALTBEn>GE  BOROUGH. 
Tom  Harrop  Sidebottom. 

ST.  HELENS   BOROUGH. 
Henry  Seton-Karr. 

WARRLNGTON  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Gilbert  Greenall,  bt. 

WIGAN  BOROUGH. 
Francis  Sharp  Powell. 


(00MK0N8,  1886)  Mmhrn-i. 

South  Kbstetbk,  or  Staxtord  Diyisiok. 
John  Oomptom  Lawrence. 

HoLLAiTD,  or  Spaldiko  Drvisioif, 
Hon.  ICorray  Edward  Gordon  Finch* 
Hatton. 


LEICESTEB. 

EASTiBir»  or  Mxltoit  DiyisiOK, 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  John  Manners. 

Mn>,  or  LouoHBoaouoB  Dnrisiov, 
Jabes  Edward  Johnson-Ferguson. 

WcsTxaVy  or  Boswobtb  Diyisiok, 
James  Ellis. 

SouTHsav,  or  Harborouoh  Diyuiov, 
Thomas  Tertina  Paget. 

LEICESTER  BOROUGH. 

James  Allanson  Picton. 
AlfTander  M'Arthnr. 

LINCOLN. 

Wnr  Ldtdsit,  or  Gautsboro'  Diriaioir, 
Joseph  Bennett 

Noam  LiarDSBT,  or  Baioo  Dnnsiov, 
Sir  Henry  MeyseyMeysey-Thompson,  bt 

E&fT  LoriMBT,  or  Locm  Dnrisiov, 
Francis  Otter. 

Sotrnt  LurnsKT,  or  Horhcastlb 
Division, 
Bight  Hon.  Edward  Stanhope. 

North  Kevtxtbv,  or  Slravobd 
Dmsiox, 
Bight  Hon.  Henry  Chaplxn. 

TOU  OOODL      [tbod  sxaiis.] 


BOSTON  BOROUGH. 
William  James  Ingram. 

GRANTHAM  BOROUGH. 

;  John  William  Mellor. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  BOROUGH. 
.  Edward  Heneage. 

LINCOLN  BOROUGH. 
.JoeephBuston* 


MIDDLESEX. 

Enfield  Division, 
Bt  Hon.  Viscount  Folkeetone. 

Tottenham  DnnsioN, 
Joseph  Howard. 

HoRNsxT  Division, 
Sir  James  Macnaghten  M'Ghirel-Hoggy 
bt|  K.C.B. 

Harbow  Division, 
William  Ambrose. 

Eaxinq  DnrisioN, 
Bt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton* 

Brentford  Division, 
Octavius  Edward  Coope. 

UxBRiDOB  Division, 
Frederick  Dixon  Dixon-Hartland. 

BETHNAL  GREEN  BOROUGH. 

North*Eait  Divmam^ 
George  Howell. 

South'  WM  DivmoH. 
Edward  Hare  Pickersgill. 

CHELSEA  BOROUGH. 

Bight  Hon.    Sir   Charles   Wentworth 
Dilke,  bt. 

FIKSBURT  BOROUGH. 
Holhom  IHoiiion, 
Colonel  Francis  Donean. 

Conirtd  Diomon, 
Howard  Spensley. 

£a9i  Divinomf 
James 


\ri 


[ 


PULUAM  BOROUGH. 
Hayes  Fisher. 

'  3 


XMrf 
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MiDDLESBx — St.  Pancras  Boro' — ami. 


HACKNEY  BOROUGH. 

Major-Qen.    Sir  Lewis  Felly,  E.C.B., 

K0.8.I. 

Central  Division, 
8iii«eon-(}eneral    Sir  William    Ouyer 

Himtar,  KO.M.G. 

South  Divi^ioHf 
Oharlea  BoBsell. 

HAMMERSMITU  BOROUGH. 

Major- Gen.    Walter    TackBeld    Golds- 
worthj. 

HAMPSTEAD   BOROUGH. 
Bt.  Hn.  Sir  Henry  Thuratan  Holland,  bt. 

ISLINGTON   BOROUGH. 
North  Division^ 
George  Christopher  Trout  Bartley. 

Wut  Division, 
Bichard  Ohamberlain. 

Bait  Dmiiom, 
Heniy  Brett  Inoe. 

South  Dipiiion, 
Henry  Spioer. 

KENSINGTON  BOROUGH, 
North  Dumion, 
Sir  Boper  Lethbridge,  knt.,  O.I.E. 

South  Division, 
Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  knt. 

LONDON  UNIVERSITY. 

Sir  John  Lubbock,  bt. 

BfARYLEBONE  BOROUGH. 
Bast  Division, 
Lord  Charles  Beresford,  Captain  B.N. 

Wost  Division, 
Frederick  Seager-Hunt. 

PADDINGTON  BOROUGH. 
North  Division, 
Lionel  Loois  Cohen. 

South  DivMan^ 
Bt  Hon.  Lord  Bandolph  ChurohiU. 

8T.  GEORGE,  HANOVER  SQUARE. 

Lord  Algernon  Percy. 

8T.  PANCRAS  BOROUGH. 

Nora  Division, 
Thomaa  Henry  Bolton. 

£ust  Dioioion, 
Thomaa  Eeoleston  Oibb. 


Wsst  Division, 
Harry  Lawson  Webster  Lawson. 

South  Division, 
Sir  Julian  Goldsmid,  bt. 

SHOREDITCH  BOROUGH. 

Hoxton  Division, 
James  Stuart. 

Baggsrston  Division, 
William  Handal  Oremer. 

STRAND  BOROUGH. 
Bight  Hon.  William  Henry  Smith. 

TOWER  HAMLETS  BOROUGH. 

Whiteehopsl  Division, 
Samuel  Montagu. 

St,  Osorgs  Division^ 
Charles  Thomson  Bitchie. 

Limehouss  Division, 
Edward  Samuel  Norris. 


I 


JSnd  Division, 
Spencer  Charrington. 

Stopmg  Division, 
John  Charles  Durant. 

Bow  and  BromUy  Division, 
William  Snowdon  Bobson. 

Poplar  Division, 
Henry  Ghreen. 

WESTMINSTER  BOROUGH. 

William     Lehman     Ashmead-Bartlett 
Burdett-Coutts. 

LONDON  CITY. 

Sir  Bobert  Nicholas  Fowler,  bt. 
Bight  Hon.  John  Gellibrand  Hubbard. 

MONMOUTH. 

NoRTBBBir  Dnrisiov, 
Thomas  PhiUips  Price. 

Wssrsair  Division, 
Oomeliafl  Marshall  Warmington. 

SOVTHXBK  DlYISlOK, 

Col.  Hon.  Frederick  Courtenay  Morgan. 

MONMOUTH  BOROUGH. 
Edward  Hamer  Carbutt. 


NOBFOLK. 

Nobth-Wbstebii  Division, 
Joseph  Aroh. 


IMpf 
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SouTR-WssmH  DnriaoH, 
WiUiAm  Amhant  l^Bsen^Amherst 

NoKTRBRH  Dinsioir, 
Hcrbort  Hatdy  Ooi9iis*Hftrdy. 

Eastkrh  DmsioN, 
Edrad  Birkbeck. 

Mid  Dnnsioir, 
Bob«it  Thomhagh  Ghirdon. 

SouniERV  DlTISIOX, 
Fraaeb  Ta jlor. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  BOROUGU. 
Sir  Haory  Whatlej  Tyler,  knt 

KINO'S  LTNN  BOROUGH. 

Bt  Hon.  Bobert  Bourke. 

NORWICH  BOROUGH. 

Harry  BullArd. 
JarMniah  Jamea  Colman. 


NORTHAMFTON. 
NoaTHXBK  DnnuoXy 
Lord  Bughley. 

EajBtsbn  DinsioXy 
Fraaota  Allatoa  Channing. 

lCn>  DnrxBioN, 
Hon.  Oharlaa  Bobert  Spenoer. 

SoUTHXaX  DiTIBlON, 

8ir  Bainald  KnighUey,  bt. 

NORTHAMPTON  BOROUGH. 

Henry  lAboochere. 
diarlaa  Bradlaogh, 

PETERBOROUGH  BOROUGH. 

HoiL  Wniiam  John  Wentworth 
wiUiaiB. 


NOBTHTTHBEBLAND. 

Waxsbeox  Dmsioy, 
Ghailaa  Feowiek. 

TnrBemB  Dmsxoy, 
Albeit  Henry  George  Orey. 

Hexham  Diviaiox, 
HOea  Maelnnee. 

BEawtnc-rrov-TwvBD  Ditxsiok, 
8ir  Edward  Orey,  bt. 

MORPETH  BOROUGH. 


NoBTHTTlfBERLAKD— «Oll/. 

NEWOASTLE.UPON.TTNE  BOROUGH. 
Joseph  Cbwen, 
John  Morley. 

TTNEMOUTH  BOROUGH. 
Biohard  Sims  Donkin. 


NOTTINGHAM. 

BisaBTLAw  Divisioy, 
William  Beckett  Denison. 

Newa&k  Division, 
Yisoonnt  Newark. 

BusHouFFi  Division, 
John  Edward  EUis. 

Maitsfisld  DinsioN, 
Cecil  George  SarUe  Foljambe. 

NOTTINGHAM  BOROUGH. 

Gharles  Seely. 

East  Divuum^ 
Arnold  Morley. 

John  OarreU  WiUii 


OXFOBD. 

NOETHERN,  or  B^ITBUET  DiTISIOK, 

Sir  Bemhard  Samuelson,  bt. 

Mid,  or  Woodstoce  Division, 
Franda  WiUiam  Maclean. 

SoxrrBKBV,  or  Hexlbt  Division. 
Edward  William  Haroourt. 

OXFORD  UNIVERSITY. 

Bt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Bobert  Mowbray, 

bt,  D.O.L. 
John  GUbert  Talbot,  D.O.L. 

OXFOBD  BOROUGH. 

Alexander  William  Hall. 

BTTTLAND. 
Qeoirge  Henry  Finch  ■ 

SALOP. 

WnsncBV,  or  Oswxbtet  Divuion, 
Stanley  Leighton. 

NoBTHXur,  or  Newport  Division, 
Bobert  Biekersteth. 

Mid,  or  Wexunoton  Division, 
Alexander  Hargxeavee  Brown. 


Ud^f 
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SovTHRjr,  or  Ludlow  DnrinoK, 
Bob<tt  Jasper  More. 

SHREWSBURY   BOROUOU. 
WaiiOB. 


JsiMS 


SOMERSET. 

NOBTHXRV  DrviBiov, 
Ersa  Hentj  Lkwdljn. 

WZLLB   DlYIfllOK, 

IBfhard  Homar  Paget. 

Fbomb  Diyisiok, 
Lttwienoe  Jamaa  Baker. 

Eajtebh  DmsioK, 
Heofy  Hobhonae. 

SoUTHSRff  DiviaioKi 

yiaeoont  Kiloonrsie. 

Bbidowatxr  Dnriaiov, 
Edward  Jamea  SUnlej. 

WaarsEv,  or  Wklldtotok  Diyisioh, 
Kr  Thomaa  Dyke  Achmd,  bt. 

BATH  BOROUGH. 

Bobatt  Stieknej  Blaine, 
Edmond  Robert  Wodehouae. 

TAUNTON  BOROUOU* 

Samnel  OhArlea  AUaopp. 

STAFFORD. 

LsEK  DiYiaioir, 
Chailea  Crompton. 

BvsTov  Dmaiovy 
fir  Michael  Arthur  Baaa,  bt. 

Wsarxur  DxnaioN, 
Hamar  Alfred  Baaa. 

NoRTH-WxaTBRv  Dxvisiov, 
George  OnmriUe  LeTeaoii*Oower. 

IjIchfixld  DznaioVi 
Sir  John  Bwinbume,  bt 

XDroewxvfoBB  Dmnov, 
Alexsnder  StaTelej  HilL 

HAXDiWoiTH  Dnriaioyi 
Heory  Wiggin. 

HANLET   BOROUGH. 
WiDiAm  WoodalL 

irXWCASTIX-UND£R.LTMS  BOROUGH. 

Wniiam  Shapheid  Allen. 


Statfobd— «M»^. 

STAFFORD  BOROUGH. 
Charles  Benjamin  Bright  McLaren. 

STOKE-UPON-TRENT  BOROUGH. 
William  Leatham  Bright. 

WALSALL  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Oharles  Forster,  bt. 

WEDNESBURT  BOROUGH. 
Wilson  Llojd. 

WEST  BROMWICH  BOROUGH. 
John  Horton  Blades. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  BOROUGH. 

Alfred  Hiokman. 

^att  DivtsioH, 
Heniy  Hartley  Fowler. 

.    South  Diviiion, 
Rt.  hon.  Oharles  Pelham  Yilliera. 

SUFFOLK. 

NOBTHKRH,  or  LoWSSTOfT  DlYISIOV, 

Sir  Savile  Brinton  Croeslej,  bt. 

Nobth-Eastekit,  or  En  Diyisiok, 
Francis  Seymour  Steyenson. 

North- Wbstxrk,  or  Stowxarxst 

DlYISIOK, 

FeUx  Thomley  Oobbold. 

South,  or  Sudbubt  Ditision, 
William  Cuthbert  Quilter. 

South-Eastxbk,  or  Woodbbhmb 
DiYisioir, 

Robert  Laoy  Everett. 

BURT  ST.  EDMUNDS  BOROUGH. 

Lord  Francis  Herrey. 

IPSWICH  BOROUOH. 

Heniy  Wpdham  West. 
Jesse  Oollings. 


SURREY. 
North- Wxstbbk,  or  CHxarsBT 

DlTISIOK, 

Frederick  Alers  Hankey. 

South- WxsTBBv,  or  Ouxlvobo  DmaioK, 

Hon.    William    St.   John    Fremantle 
Brodrick. 

South-Bastbbv,  or  Rbioatx  Dmsioy, 
Sir  Jamee  John  Trevor  Lawrenoe,  bt. 


jMttf 
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Mid,  or  Epsom  Diyuion, 
Bt  hon.  George  Cubitt. 

KcroflTOK  Division, 
Sir  John  Whittaker  EUis,  bt. 

NoETH^EAvrnuv,  or  Wimbukdok 

DiVISIOK, 

Henry  Goemo  Orme  Bonsor. 
BATTERSEA  avd  CLAPnAM    BOROUGH. 

OcUTine  Yangban  Morgan. 

John  Fletcher  Monlton. 

CAMBERWELL  BOROUGH. 

Bichard  Strong. 

Arthur  Anthonj  Baomann. 

Didwieh  Divuiim. 
John  Morgan  Howard. 

OROTDON  BOROUGH. 
William  Grantham. 

LAMBETH  BOROUGH. 
North  DiaiicHf 
Major-Geo.  Charles  Crawford  Fraser. 

K§nnington  Dipmon, 
Bobert  Gent^Dayis. 

Brixton  Dituion, 
Ernest  Baggallay. 

Nor^oood  DioMmt 
Thomaa  Lynn  Bristowe. 

HEWtNOTON  BOROUGH. 
W0ii  Die  Miea, 
Charles  WaUwyn  Baddiffe  Cooke. 

Walworth  Diomm, 
Lewis  Henry  Isaaos. 

80UTHWARK  BOROUGH^ 
JFmI  2>irMMii, 
Arthor  Cohen. 

Bothorhiiho  DmiaSMi, 
lievt-OoL  Charlee  Edward  Hamilton. 


Mmber*. 

SUSSEX. 
North- WuTRRV,  or  Hobshax  Division, 
Sir  Walter  Barttelot  Barttelot,  bt.,  O.B. 

SoxrrH-WBSTXBff,  or  Chiohsstbb 

DiTISIOlf, 

Earl  of  March. 

NoBTHSBV,  or  East  Gbiksteao  Dinsiox, 
George  Barrow  Gregory. 

Mid,  or  Lrwss  Division, 
Sir  Heniy  Fletcher,  bt. 

SouTHB&N,  or  Eastbouhns  Division, 
Captain  Edward  Field,  B.N. 

Eastern,  or  Btb  Division, 
Lieut. -Col.  Arthur  Montagu  Brookfield. 

BRIGHTON  BOKOUQU. 

Bt.  Hon.  William  Thackeray  Marriott. 
j  David  Smith. 

HASTINGS  BOROUGH. 

Sir  Thomas  Brassey,  K.C.B. 


Jamee  Edwin  Thoiold  Bogers. 

WANMWORTfl  BOROUGH. 


WABWICK. 
Northern,  or  Taicworth  Division, 
Philip  Albert  Muntz. 

Nobth-Eastern,  or  Nuneaton  Division, 
Jasper  WUson  Johns. 

South- Western,  or  Stratford-on- 
Avon  Division, 
Lord  WiUiam  Compton. 

South-Eastern,  or  Bugbt  Division, 
Henry  Peyton  Cobb. 

ASTON  MANOR  BOROUGH. 
Hugh  Gikean  Beid. 

BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH. 
EighMton  Dipuionf 
George  Dison. 

Wett  DwiiioHf 
Bt.  hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain. 

CeiUr^  DMnon. 
Bt.  hon.  John  Bright. 

North  Diwioiom^ 
William  Kenrick. 

EoH  DioUioHf 
William  Thomas  Gustavus  Cook. 

Bordo$lif  Divition^ 
Henxy  Broadhurst. 

South  Dirinon, 
Joseph  Powell  Williams. 


ZUt  of 

Wabviok — eont 

COVENTRY  BOROUGH. 
Henry  William  Eaton. 

WARWICK  AND  LEAMINGTON  BOROUGH. 
Rt.  hon.  Arthur  Wellesley  Peel. 

WESTMOEELAND. 
NoBTHEBir,  or  Applsby  Dmsiov, 
Hon.  William  Lowther. 

SouTHSRir,  or  Esndal  DivibioHi 
Earl  of  Bective. 
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WILTS. 

Northern,  or  Crigklade  Diyisiok, 

Merryn  Herbert  Neyil  Storj-Maskelyne. 

North- WxsTERN,  or  Ghifpsnhax 
Drvi8ioN| 

Banister  iletoher. 

Wsstbrn,  or  Westbury  DituioNi 
George  Pargiter  Fuller. 

Eastsrv,  or  Devizes  Divisiok, 
Walter  Hume  Long. 

Southrrn,  or  Wilton  Division, 
Sir  Thomas  Eraser  Orove,  bt. 


Wi 


SALISBURY  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Qrenfell. 


WOECESTEE. 

WssTERir,  or  Bbwdlby  Division, 

Sir   Edmund   Anthonj   Harley  Lech* 
mere,  bt. 

Southern,  or  Eveshah  Division, 
Sir  Siohard  Temple,  bt. 

Mm,  or  Droitwich  Division. 
John  Oorbett. 

Northern  Division, 
Benjamin  Hinglej. 

Eastern  DrvisioN, 
George  Wood jatt  Hastings. 

DUDLEY  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Brinsley  Sheridan. 

KIDDERMINSTER  BOROUGH. 
John  Brinton. 

WORCESTER  BOROUGH. 

George  Higginson  AIlsopp. 


Mm^er$. 

TOEK. 

Horth  Biding, 

Thirsk  and  Malton  Division, 

Lieut.-Gol.  Hon.  Lewis  Payn  Dawnay. 

EicHxoND  Division, 
Sir  Frederick  Acdom  Milbank,  bt. 

Cleveland  Division, 
Henry  Fell  Pease. 

Whitby  Division, 
Ernest  William  Denison. 

East  Biding, 

HOLDERNESS  DIVISION, 

George  Eiohard  Bethell,  E.N. 

BucEROsE  Division, 
Ohristopher  Sykes, 

HOWDENSHIRE  DIVISION, 

Arthur  Duncombe. 

West  Biding,  Korthem  Perb 
SsmoN  Division, 
Sir  Mathew  Wilson,  bt. 

Keiohley  Division, 
Isaac  Holden. 

Shipley  Division, 
Joseph  Craven. 

SowERBY  Division, 
Edward  Crossley. 

Elland  Division, 
Thomas  Wayman. 

West  Biding,  Southern  Part, 

MORLET  DrvisioN, 
Oharlee  George  Milnes  (Jaskell. 

NORKANTON  DIVISION, 

Benjamin  Piekard. 

CouTE  Valley  Division, 
Henry  Frederick  Beaumont. 

Holxfirth  Division, 
Henry  Joseph  Wilson. 

Barnslet  Division, 
Courtney  Stanhope  Kenny. 

Hallaxshirb  Division, 
Frederick  Thorpe  ICappin. 

Bothsrbax  Division, 
Arthur  Herbert  Djke  Aoland. 

Donqaster  Division, 
Walter  Shirley  Shirley. 


Toes — ron^. 

Watt  Bidiag.  Batteni 

BiPOK  DlTUION, 

Wmuun  Hftrkor. 

Otlst  Ditibion, 
Sir  Andfvw  Fairbaim,  kat. 


Babxston  Air  Ditisiok, 
Kob«rt  Onnter. 

Omoldcbou  Dnri0ioN» 
Sir  John  William  Bamtden^  bt. 


Brigga  Prieatley. 

Spih  Yallbt  Diyibion, 
Joaeph  Woodhead. 

BRADFORD  BOROUGH. 

Alfred  Olingworth. 

C^niml  JHwM^ 
Bight  Hon.  Williain  Edward  Forster. 

Etut  DrntUm^ 
Aagna  Holden. 

DBWSBURT  BOROUGH. 
John  Simon,  Sorjoant-at-Law. 

HAUFAX  BOROUGH. 

Thomaa  Shaw, 

Bt.  Hon.  James  Stanafeld. 

HUDDBRSFIELD  BOROUGH. 
Edward  Aldam  Leatham. 

KI1IG8T0.V-UP0N.HULL  BOROUGH. 

^^  Etui  DiwUion^ 

William  Sannders. 

Henry  Sejmonr  King. 

Chailea  Henrj  Wileon. 

LEEDS  BOROUGH. 

•      Nmih  Dmnmtf 

WilBam  Lawiee  Jaokeon. 

Gerald  ^raiaam  Balfoor. 

JEmI  Dm9i0§^ 
BiAard  Daweon. 

rr  999  X/lv*#i#ll| 

Herbert  John  Oladetone. 

Bt  Hon.  Sir  Ljon  Flayfair,  K.O.B. 
MIDDLESBOROUQU  BOROUGH. 

leaao  WilaoB« 
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York — «mi/. 

POIITEFRACT  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Bowland  Winn. 

SCARBOROUGH  BOROUGH. 
Sir  George  Beresby  Sitwell,  bt, 

SHEFFIELD  BOROUGH. 

AtUrMf$  DMiiom^ 

Hon.  Bernard  John  Seymour  Ooleridge. 

BrighUid0  I/ivuian, 
Bt.  Hon.  Anthony  John  Mundella. 

Central  Diviii&n, 
Charles  Edward  Howard  Vincent. 

Mtlkim  Divinan, 
Oharles  Beilby  Stuart- Worttey. 
EecUmU  IHvuum, 
is  Ashmead-Bartlett. 


WAKEFIELD  BOROUGH. 
Edward  Green. 

TORK  BOROUGH. 

Alfred  Edward  Pease. 
Frank  Lockwood. 


WALB8. 

ANGLE8EA. 
Biohard  Dayies. 

BBECKNOCK. 
William  FnUer  Maitland. 

OABDIGAN. 
Dayid  Daries. 

CABMABTHEN 

EAsmur  Ditisiok, 
DaTid  Pogh. 

WlSTBUr  DlYISIOK, 

Walter  Bioe  HoweU  PoweU. 

CARMARTHEN  BOROUGH. 
Sir  John  Jones  Jenkins,  knt. 

CABNABVON. 
SouTHnir  OB  EmoK  DmsioKi 
j  John  Bryn  Boberts. 

j  NOBTHXBV  OB  AbFO^T  DlTISIOKy 

T^nUiam  Bathbone. 

CARNARVON  BOROUGH. 

Thomas  Lore  Dunoombe  Jones-Pany. 


LUi  of 

DENBIGH. 
Eastern  Ditibiok, 
Bt.  hon.  GFeorge  Osborne  Morgan. 

Westkrw  DnrisTON, 
William  Comwallis  West. 

DENBIGH  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Oeoxge  Thomas  Kenjon. 

FLINT. 
Bigbt  Hon.  Lord  Bichard  Orosvenor. 

FLINT  BOROUGH. 

John  Boberts. 

QLAMOBGAN. 

Eastebn  Division, 
Alfred  Thomas. 

Bhonoda  Djyision, 
William  Abraham. 

Westxrit  or  Oower  DitisioXi 
Frank  Ash  Teo. 

Hid  Division, 
Christopher  Bice  Hansel  Talbot. 

Southern  Diyibion, 
Arthur  John  Williams. 

CARDIFF  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Edward  James  Beed,  K.C.B. 

MERTHTR  TTDVIL  BOROUGH. 

Henry  Bichard, 
Charles  Herbert  Jamefl. 

SWANSEA  BOROUGH. 
Sicanisa  Town, 
Lewis  Llewelyn  DiUwyn. 

Swanifa  DUtrict^ 
Sir  Henry  Hussey  Vivian,  bt. 

HEBIONETH. 
Henxy  Bobertson. 

HONTGOHEBT. 
Stuart  Bendel. 

MONTGOMERY  BOROUGH. 
Pryoe  Jones. 

PEHBBOKE. 
William  Davio*. 

PEMBROKE  AND  UAVKRFORD  WEST 

BOIIOUOH. 

Henry  Oeorge  Allen. 

BADNOB. 
Bon.  Arthur  Henry  John  Walsh. 
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SCOTLAND. 


ABEBDEEN. 
Eastern  Division, 
Peter  Esslemont. 

Western  Division, 
Bobert  Farquharson,  H.D. 

ABERDEEN  BURGH. 
North  Division, 
William  Alexander  Hunter. 

South  Diviiion, 
James  Bryce. 

ABGYLL. 
Donald  Home  Hacfarlane. 

ATB. 

Northern  Division, 
Hon.  Hugh  Frederick  Hislop  Elliot. 

Southern  Division, 
Eugene  Wason. 

AYR  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Bichard  Frederick  Fotheringham  Camp- 
beU. 

KILMARNOCK  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Peter  Sturrock. 

BANFF. 
Bobert  William  Duff. 

BEBWICK. 
Hon.  Edward  Haijoribanks. 

BUTE. 
James  Patrick  Bannerman  Bobertson. 

CAITHNESS. 
Qmn  Brown  Clark. 

WICK  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
John  Haodonald  Cameron. 

CLACKHANNAN    AND   EINB088. 
Bt.  hon.  John  Blair  Balfour. 

DUHBABTON. 
j  Archibald  Orr  Ewing. 

DUMFBIE8. 
Sir  Bobert  Jardine,  bt. 

DUMFRIES  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Ernest  Noel. 

EDINBUBQH. 
Bt.  Hon.  William  Ewart  Gladstone, 


Li$t  of 

Edivburoh— «MI^ 

EDINBURGH  BUROH. 

Emit  Diti$%on^ 
Rt.  Hon.  George  Joachim  Ooflohen. 

ThomM  Bybuni  Buchanan. 

John  Kelson. 

South  DhwoH, 
Sir  George  Harrison »  knt. 
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I  KIRKCUDBBIGHT. 


Mark  John  Stewart. 

LANAEK. 

GOVAK  DlTlftTOW, 

William  Pearce. 

Partiok  DiyisiosTi 
Aleiander  Craig  Sellar. 

N0RTn-WE«TBBK  D1VI8ION, 

John  Baird. 


North-Eastbrn  Division. 
EDINBCRCn  M.»^T.^  ANDREWS    UKI-  d^^^m  Crawford. 


Mm  DiTisioy, 
Stephen  Mason. 

Southern  Division, 
John  Glencaim  Carter  Hamilton. 

'  GLASGOW  BURGH. 

,  Bridgeton  DivUion^ 

Edward  Bichard  Buseell. 

Cantlaehie  Divition^ 
Hugh  Watt. 

St.  RoUox  Divmon, 
John  McCuIloch. 

Central  Dipieiom, 
Gilbert  Beith. 

College  Bicieion, 
Charles  Cameron^  M.D.,  LL.D. 

Traiteton  Divieion, 
Archibald  Cameron  Corbett. 


Bight   Hon.  John    Hay  Athole    Mac- 
donald,  LL.D. 

LEirn  DISTRICT  OP  BUROHS. 
William  Jacks. 

ELGIN  AND  NAIRN. 
Sir  George  Macpherson  Grant,  bt. 

ELGIN  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Alexander  Aaher. 

FIFE. 

Eastern  Ditision, 
John  Boyd  Kinnear. 

Western  Division, 
Hod.  Bobert  Preston  Bruce. 

KIRKCALDY  DISTRICT  OP  BURGHS. 
Sir  George  Campbell,  knt. 

ST.  ANDREWS  DISTRirj   OP   BURGHS  ^^,^/.,,,,,  ,^j  UuUhesonto^n  D.ueion. 

Sir  Bobort  Anstruther,  bt.,  )  equality  of  MitcheU  Henry. 
Stephen  Williamson.             i      Totes. 

^  GLASGOW  ASD  ABERDEEN  UNIVERSITIES. 

Jamee  Alexander  Campbell,  LL.D. 


FORFAR. 
Jamea  William  Barclay. 

DUNDEE  BURGH. 

rharlea  Carmtchael  Lacaita, 
Edmund  Robertson. 

MONTROSE  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS,     j  Leonard  Lyell. 
John  Shiresa  WtU. 


LINLITHGOW. 
Peter  McLagan. 

ORKNESr  AND  SHETLAND. 


HADDINGTON. 
Richard  Bordon  Haldane. 

INVEBNE88. 
Charles  Fraser-Mackintodi. 

1NVERKES8  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Bobert  Bannatyne  Finlay. 

KINCABDINB. 
Oenaral  Sir  George  Balfour,  K.O.B. 

TOL.  OOCII«    [third  series.] 


PEEBLF^  AND  SELKIBK. 
Sir  Charles  Tennant,  bt 

PERTH. 
Eastern  Division, 
I  Robert  Stewart  Menzies. 

Western  Division, 

Sir  Donald  Currie,  K.C.M.G. 
I  PERTH  BURGH. 

;  Charles  Stuart  Parker. 

I    m    ] 


Li9t  of 

RENFREW. 
Eastebn  Division, 
James  Finlajson. 

Western  Division, 
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Memhen. 


ARMAGH. 

North  Akicaoh  Division, 
Edward  James  Sanderson. 

Mid  Armagh  Dtvisiox, 


Sir  Arcliibald  Campbell  Campbell,  bt.     ,  ^^^^  McKane. 


GREENOCK  BURGH. 
Thomas  Sutherland. 

PAISLEY  BURGH. 
William  Boyle  Barbour. 

ROSS  AND  CROMARTY. 
Roderick  Macdonald. 

ROXBURGH. 
Hon.  Arthur  Ralph  Douglas  Elliot. 

HAWICK  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Rt.  Hon.  George  Otto  Trevelyan. 

STIRLING. 
Joseph  Cheney  Bolton. 

F.iLKIRK  DISTRICT  OF  UURGHS. 

John  Ramsay. 

STIRLING  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 

Right  Hon.   Henry  Campbell-Banner- 
man. 

SUTHERLAND. 

Marquess  of  Stafford. 

WIGTON. 
Sir  Herbert  Eustace  Maxwell,  bt. 

IRELAND. 

ANTRIM. 

North  Antrim  Division, 
Edward  Maenaghteo. 

Mid  Axtriic  Divihion, 
Hon.  Robert  Torrens  O'Neill. 

KahT  AXTUIIC    l>lVtHU»% 

James  Martin  M'Calmont. 

SoifTH  AitTRiM  Division, 
William  Grey  Ellison  Macartney. 

BELFAST  BOROUGH. 

Edward  Samui*!  Wosloy  de  Cobain. 

South  Bei/aii  Dirision, 
William  Johnston. 

JTeii  Bel/ssi  Divuion, 
James  Homer  Hajslett. 

Nprik  B$lf^i  Dirmon, 
William  Ewart 


South  Armagh  Division, 
Alexander  Blane. 

CARLOW. 
Edmond  Dwyer  Gray. 

CAVAN. 

West  Oavak  Division, 
Joseph  Gillis  Biggar. 

East  Cavan  Division, 
Thomas  O'Hanlon. 

CLARE. 

East  Clare  Division, 
Joseph  Richard  Cox. 

West  Clare  Division, 
Jeremiah  Jordan. 

CORK. 

NonTu  Cork  Division, 
James  Christopher  Flynn. 

North-East  Cork  Division, 
Edmond  Leamy. 

Mu>  Cork  Division, 
Charles  Keams  Tanner. 

East  Cork  Division, 
William  John  Lane. 

West  Cork  Division, 
James  Gilhooly. 

South  Cork  Division, 
Joseph  Edward  Kenny. 

South-east  Cork  Division, 
John  Hoopor. 

CORK  CITY. 

Charles  Stewart  Pamell, 
Maurice  Healy. 

DONEGAL. 
North  Doneoal  Division, 
Jamee  Edward  O'Doherty. 

West  I>4)neoal  Division, 
Patrick  O'Hoa. 

East  Doneoai,  Division, 
Arthur  O'Connor. 

South  Donsoal  DrvistoN, 
Bernard  Kelly. 


LiH  of 

DOWN. 
North  I>owx  I>nri«ioN, 
Colonel  ThomM  Waring. 

Eaat  Dowk  Drvisiox, 
Biobaid  WiUiam  Blackwood  Ker. 

We«t  Dowif  Dmsiox, 
Lord  Arthur  Hill. 

South  Dowh  Divibiox, 
John  Francis  Small. 

NEWRT  BOROUGH. 
Jnalin  HunUy  McCarthy. 

DrBLlN. 
North  Dorun  Ditiaiox, 
John  Joseph  Clanoyi  M.A. 

South  Dubux  Ditisiox, 
Sir  Thomas  Henry  Grattan  Esmonde. 

DUBLIN  CITY. 

Timothy  Daniel  Sullivan. 

DMin  Harhour  DivmoHf 
Timothy  Charles  Harrington. 

8L  StepkinU  Or$$m  Dirmon^ 
Edmond  Dwyer  Gray. 

A.  Painck'i  JHvuion, 
William  Martin  Murphy. 

DUBLIN  UNIVERSITY. 

Rt.  Hon.  DaTid  Robert  Plunket,  LL.D. 
Right  Hon.  Hogh  Holmes. 

FERMANAGH. 
North  Fermaxaoh  Ditisiox, 
William  Hoej  Kearney  Redmond. 

SoiTH  Fehmaxaoh  Divisiox, 
Henry  Campbell. 

GALWAY. 

COVXRXARA  Dinslov, 
Patrick  James  Foley. 

North  Galvay  Divi*«iox, 
John  Philip  Nolan. 

East  Oalway  Divihiox, 
Mathew  Harris. 

SorrH  Oalway  Diviaiox, 
DaTid  Sheehy. 

OALWAT  TOWN. 

Thomas  Power  O'Connor. 
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KERRY. 

North  Kerry  Diyiaiox, 
John  Stack. 

Weht  Kerry  Divisiox, 
Edward  Harrington. 

South  Kerry  Divisiok, 
I  John  O'Connor. 

East  Kerry  Diyisiox, 
Jeremiah  Daniel  Sheehan. 

I 

KILDARE. 

North  Kildarb  Diyisiox, 
James  Laurence  Carew. 

I  South  Kildare  Divisiox, 

i  James  Leahy. 

:  KILKENNY. 

I  North  Kilxexxy  Diyisiox, 

Edward  Mulhallen  Marum. 

South  Kilkexxy  Divisiox, 
Patrick  Alexander  Chance. 

KILKENNY  CITY. 
John  Francis  Smithwick. 

KING'S  COUNTY. 

BniR  Divifliox^ 
Bernard  Charles  Molloy. 

TULLAICORE  DlYISIOX, 

Joseph  Francis  Fox. 

LEITRIM. 

North  Leitrik  Diyisiox, 
Michael  Conway. 

South  Lxitrim  Diyisiox, 
Luke  Patrick  Hayden. 

LIMERICK. 

West  Liiusrick  Ditisiok, 
William  Abraham. 

Eabt  Limerick  Divisiok, 
John  Finucane. 

LIMERICK  CITT. 
Henry  Joseph  Gill. 

LONDONDERRY. 

North  Dsrry  Dnisiox, 
Henry  Lyle  MulhoUand. 

South  Dxrry  Divibiox, 
Timothy  Michael  Healy. 

LONDONDERRY  CITY. 

Charles  Edward  Lewis. 


Li$i  oj 
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Memb^ri, 


LONQPOED. 

NOBTH  LONOFO&D  DlYISIOK, 

Justin  McCarthj. 

SOITTH  LONQFORD   DrVTSION, 

Lfturence  Connolly. 

LOUTH. 

North  Louth  Division, 
Joseph  Nolan. 

South  Louth  Ditibion, 
Thomas  Patrick  Oill. 

MAYO. 

North  Mayo  Diyision, 
Daniel  CriUy. 

West  Mayo  Division, 
John  Deasy. 

East  Mato  DmsiOK, 
John  Dillon. 

South  Mato  Division, 
James  Francis  Xavier  O'Brien. 

MEATH. 

North  Meath  Division, 
Kevin  Izod  O'Doherty. 

South  Mrath  Division, 
Edward  Sheil. 

MONAOHAN. 

North  Monaoiiak  Division, 
Timothy  Michael  Healy. 

South  Moxaghan  Division, 
Sir  Joseph  Neale  MoKenna,  knt. 

QUEEN'S  COUNTY. 

OssoRT  Division, 
Arthur  O'Connor. 

Lbiz  Division, 
Bichard  Lalor. 

ROSCOMMON. 
North  Bohc<»mmon  Division, 
James  O*  Kelly. 

South  Roacomhon  Dn^siON, 
Andrew  Commins. 

SLIOO. 

North  8uoo  Division, 
Peter  McDonald. 

South  Sugo  Division, 
Thomas  Sexton. 


TIPPEBARY. 
North  Tipperart  Division, 
Patrick  Joseph  O'Brien. 

Mid  Tipperary  Division, 
Thomas  Mayne. 

South  Tipperary  Division, 
John  O'Connor. 

East  Tipperary  Division, 
Thomas  Joseph  Condon. 

TYRONE. 

North  Tyrone  Division, 
Lord  Ernest  Hamilton. 

Mid  Tyrone  Division, 
Mathew  Joseph  Kenny. 

East  Tyrone  Division, 
William  James  Reynolds. 

South  Tyrone  Division, 
WiUiam  O'Brien. 

WATERFORD. 
West  Waterford  Division, 
Jasper  Douglas  Pyne. 

East  Waterforo  Division, 
Patrick  Joseph  Power. 

WATERFORD  CITT. 
Richard  Power. 

WE8TMEATH. 

North  Westmeath  Division, 
James  Tuite. 

South  Westmrath  Division, 
Donal  SulUvan. 

WEXFORD. 

North  Wexford  Division, 
John  Edward  Redmond. 

South  Wexford  Division, 
John  Barry. 

WICKLOW. 

West  Wicklow  Division, 
Oarrett  Michael  Byrne. 

East  Wicklow  Division, 
William  Joeeph  Corbet. 


HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES, 

IN    THB 

First  Ssssiox   op   ^e    TrrsNTY-TninD    Parliauskt   op    th* 
United     Kingdom    op     Great    Britain    and    Ireland^ 

APPOINTED  TO  MEET   12  JaNUART,  1886,  IN   TUB   FoRIT-NINTH 

Year  of  the  Reign  op 

IIER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


FIRST     VOLUME     OF     SESSION     1886. 

rpiIE  TWEXTY-SIiCOSD  PARLIAMENT  of  the  United  Kingdom— 
i  which  had  met  for  the  despatch  of  BtisiDess  on  Thursday,  the 
•-illrd  day  of  October,  18St — ^\^as  prorogued  on  the  14th  day  of  August,  1885, 
t<»  Siturday,  the  31st  day  of  Ootolier,  and  from  thence  further  prorogued  to 
\Vt»dDC>dAy,  the  iHth  day  of  November ;  and,  on  the  same  day,  was  dissolved 
by  Proclamatit^n : — And  Her  Majesty  thereon  declaring  Her  pleasure  to  call  a 
DOW  Parliament,  directed  Writs  to  be  issued  accordingly  ;  which  Writs  were 
mailc  returnable  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  day  of  Januarj*. 

The  PARLIAMENT  was  opened  by  Commission. 


Then  Fivo  of  the  Lonns  Comiiis^ionbus 
HOUSE     OF     LORDS,         —namely,  Tho  Loun  Ciiakckllok  (Lord 

llaUbury    ;    Tho   liORD    PuRsiiisirr  of 
T^Umjf,   Wh  January,   1886.  niE  Covncil   Vij>'- urn t  Cran brook);  Tho 

KvRL  OF  luDKSLCMH  (First  Lord  of  tho 

Trea-iury) ;    The    Earl    of    Covehtey 

TuE  IIocsB  of  Pliirs  being  met,  Captain  of  the  Corps  of  (icntlemen  at 

^         »^v-r.»v     ^» .  «.*^«^,  «  rN*^  Arms^;  and  Tho  ViMcorxT  Barrinoto!! 

The     I/)Rr)    CHANCELLOR     ac     Captain  of  tho  Yoonien  of  Iho  Guard)— 

f|uai&t«d  tho  House,  bojng  in  thvir  R  ibos,  and  8tated  on  a 


-Th»i  Iter  Uajcit.r.  not  thinking  fit  l«»  b«    IPoTiu  plac^sl  between  tho  Throne  and 
I  r»ia*ny  prnent  h.n*   thi.   d^.  ha.   U,n    tho  WooUack,  commnndM  tho  Gontlo- 

una.r  ihrilrr^i  S«l,  m  onirr  to  the  oiKOiog   ^^^  LalifT  of  tho  HI  at  k  Rod  to  let  the 
aod  holding  of  thia  rarikmeiit.'*  CoxMONs  know  '*  The  Loros 

VOL.  OOCIL     [tuibd  serus.]         I        B 
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nonen  desire  their  immediate  Attend- 
ance in  this  House,  to  hear  the  Com- 
mission read." 

Who  being  come ; 

Tub  LOED  CHANCELLOR  said— 

'*  Ify  Lords^  and  Gentkmen  of  the  House 
of  Commom, 

"Hbb  Majesty^  not  thinlcing  fit  to 
be  present  here  to-day  in  Iler  Royal 
Person,  hath  been  pleased,  in  order  to 
the  opening  and  holding  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, to  cause  Letters  Patent  to  be 
issued  under  the  Great  Seal,  consti- 
tuting us  and  several  other  Lords  therein 
named  Her  Commissioners,  to  do  all 
things  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  on  Her 
part  necessary  to  be  performed  in  this 
Parliament,  and  this  will  more  fully 
appear  by  the  Letters  Patent  themselves, 
wmch  will  be  now  read. 

Then  the  said  Letters  Patent  were  read 
by  the  Clerk.    And  then 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said— 

**  My  Lords,  and  Oentlemen, 

''  We  have  it  in  command  from  Her 
Majesty  to  let  you  know,  that  Her 
Majesty  will,  as  soon  as  the  Members 
of  your  House  shall  be  sworn,  declare 
the  causes  of  Her  calling  this  Parlia- 
ment; and  it  being  necessary  that  a 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  shall 
be  first  chosen,  it  is  Her  Majesty's  Plea- 
sure that  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  repair  to  the  Place  where 
you  are  to  sit,  and  there  proceed  to  the 
Choice  of  some  proper  Person  to  be  your 
Speaker ;  and  that  you  present  such 
Person,  whom  you  shall  so  choose,  here, 
to-morrow,  at  Two  o'clock,  for  Her 
Majesty's  Royal  approbation." 

Then  the  Commons  withdrew. 

Pbats&s. 

The  Lord  Chancellor — Singly,  in  the 
first  place,  took  the  Oath  at  the  Table. 

Boll  op  tttb  Lords— Garter  Kin(^  of 
Arms  attending,  delkerei  at  the  Table 
(in  the  uaual  manner)  a  List  of  the  Lor  Is 
Temporal  in  the  First  Session  of  the 
Tweoty-third  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  :  The  same  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  tEe  Table. 


Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Sixteen 
Representative  Peers  for  Scotland  — 
Delivered,  and  read  as  follows :» 

Earl  Mar  and  Kellie. 

„     Strathmore  and  Kinghom. 

,,     Haddington. 

,,     Lindsay. 

„     Airlie. 

,,     Leven  and  Melville. 

,,     Northesk. 

„     Orkney. 
Viscount  Stratballan. 
Lord  Forbes. 

„     Saltoun. 

„      Sinclair. 
I  ,,     BItintyre. 

„     Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

,,     Polwarth. 

„     Borthwick. 

Several  Lords — ^Took  the  Oath. 

Clerk  of  tub  Pabltamexts  —  The 
Lord  Chancellor  informed  the  House 
that  Her  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to 
appoint,  by  Her  Letters  Patent  dated 
the  26th  day  of  December  last,  Henry 
Graham,  Esquire,  to  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  Parliaments,  vacant  by  the  death 
of  Sir  William  Rose,  K.C.B.,  the  late 
Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  :  Patents  road ; 
and  the  said  Henry  Graham  then  made 
the  prescribed  declaration  (which  decla- 
ration is  set  down  in  the  Roll  amongst 
the  oaths  of  the  great  officers),  and  took 
his  seat  at  the  Table. 

The  Earl  of  Backinghamshire — Sat 
first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of  his 
grandfather. 

Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales —Singly  took  the  Oath. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Edinbui^h — Singly  took  the  Oath. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Connaught  and  Stratheam— Singly  took 
the  Oath. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cambridgo^Singly  took  the  Oath. 

Several  Lords — ^Took  the  Oath. 

IIous<«  ndjoumcd  at  Four  oVlock, 
till  To-mom>v,  Two  o'clock. 


EliHiom  cf 
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II0U8E     OF    COMMONS, 
Tu€$da^y  Vlth  January f  1886. 


Tho  ITouso  met  at  Two  of  tho  clock ; 
anJ,  it  being  the  fimt  day  of  tho  iuc(>t- 
iiif^  of  this  Parliament,  pursuant  to 
I'rxJamation,  tho  Jiitfhi  hnnourahU  Sir 
TMomoM  Er$kin0  May,  K.C.B.,  Clerk  uf 
1 11 «  llouffo  of  Commons,  and  2ieginald 
FrancU  Dauc4  Palgrare^  and  Archibald 
J»Km  SfH  Milman,  c^^quiree,  Clerks 
A^kUstant,  attending  in  the  Uouse,  and 
tho  other  CiiTk^  attending,  accord iog 
t«>  their  duty,  Ktnneth  Auguitut  I/uir 
J/ifL4mWt  ewiuire,  Clork  of  the  Crown 
in  ChancerT  in  O'nat  Britain^  delivered 
1 1  tho  said  S*r  Tkoma$  Ertlin^  Jiay  a 
]*»  *ok,  containing  a  List  of  the  Names 
<»f  th»  Members  returned  to  serre  in 
this  Parliament. 

Sireral  of  the  Members  repaired  to 
t\.  ir  ^ioats. 

A  MeK4age  was  delirered  bj  Admiral 
n^m.  Sir  Jaaui  Drummamd,  o.c.b.,  Gen- 
tleman Usher  of  the  Black  Bod : 

*'  Gentlemen, 

**  Tho  Lords,  authortxod  bj  virtue  of 
Her  Majesty's  Commission  to  opon  this 
Parliament,  desire  tho  immedialo  attend- 
ance of  this  Honourable  Uouso  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  to  hear  the  Commis- 
>;<in  read." 

Accordingly,  the  House  went  up  to 
the  House  of  Peers; — And  a  Commission 
having  been  read  for  opening  and  hold- 
ing the  Parliament,  tho  Lords  Commis- 
pi'vners  directed  the  Houf(»  to  proceed 
to  the  Election  of  a  Speaker,  and  pre- 
•^•*nt  him  To-morrow,  at  Two  of  the 
t!r)ck,  in  the  House  of  Peers  for  the 
Hoyal  Approbation. 


And  the  House  being  returned ; — 

KLKCTIOK  (IF  A  FPEAKEIl. 

BiE  Ji)UN  K.  MOWBKAY,  addrc^Fs- 
iog  himself  to  the  Tlerk),  who,  standing 
np,  pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat  down) — 
S.r  xhomaa  Erskine  May,  in  obedience 
t  >  the  gradous  communication  from  Her 
Majesty,  which  we  have  just  listened  to 
in  **  another  pltoe,*'  it  now  becomes  the 
tir%t  duty  of  the  House  of  Commons,  as 
it  is  itoaacieot  and  undoubted  Privilege, 
lo  piooeed  to  the  Eleettoa  of  a  Speaker. 


I  feel  it,  Sir  Erskino  May,  to  be  a  high 
honour  and  a  great  graUfication  that  I 
have  been  requested  on  this  occasion  to 
propose  as  a  candidate  the  name  of  my 
ri^ht  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  War- 
wick and  Leamington  (Mr.  Arthur  Peel), 
with  the  confident  assurance  that  that 
name  wUl  bo  received  with  cordial  ap- 
proval, and  will  meet  with  universal 
assent.  Two  years  ago  the  Houso  of 
Commons  sustained  a  serious  and  a 
signal  loss  by  the  retirement  of  so  able 
and  experienced  a  Speaker  as  Sir  Henry 
Brand ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  shall  bo 
guilty  of  exaggeration  if  I  say  that  at 
no  period  of  our  history,  and  under  no 
circumstances,  was  the  choice  of  a  fit 
person  to  fill  that  Chair  a  matter  of 
greater  public  interest  and  concern  than 
it  then  was.  The  heated  debates  of 
1881,  the  intervention  of  the  Speaker, 
the  extraordinary  powers  subsequently 
conferred  upon  Sir  Henry  Brand,  the 
prolonged  controversy  over  the  New 
liules  in  1882,  all  were  fresh  in  tho 
recollection  of  the  House.  I  believe  the 
question  we  all  anxiously  asked  was— > 
who  among  the  Membera  of  the  House 
could  bo  found  capable  of  sustaining 
the  unremitting  toil,  of  bearing  tho 
heavy  burden,  and  the  immense  respon- 
sibility of  so  arduous  a  post  ?  I  tnink 
I  may  say  that  it  was  a  matter  of  uni- 
versal congratulation  when  the  choice 
of  those  who  were  concerned  in  the 
original  selection  and  nomination  of 
a  fit  person  to  fill  the  Chair  fell  upon 
Mr.  Arthur  Peel.  The  son  of  a  great 
Commoner,  of  a  great  Prime  Mi- 
nister, and  a  great  Leader  of  this 
House,  bearing  the  name  of  England's 
most  illustrious  hero  -^  Mr.  Arthur 
WoUesley  Peel  seemed  to  have  double 
claim  upon  the  confidence  of  this  House 
and  upon  the  respect  and  afiection  of 
tho  British  nation.  But  he  had  other 
claims,  and  stronger  claims— personal 
and  individual  claims — which  recom- 
mended him  to  the  notice  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  which  were  his  real 
recommendation  for  the  high  post  for 
which  he  was  selected.  He  was  known 
for  his  high  and  independent  character, 
for  his  spotless  integrity,  for  his  un- 
varying courtesy.  [Loud  ckien.  Mr. 
BiuoAR :  No,  no !  ]  Me  was  known  to 
have  had  experience  of  official  life ;  he 
was  known  to  be  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  all  the  work  of  the  House 
of  Conunona.    Bia  name  waa  reoeiyed 
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with  acclamation.    He   was  proposed 
by  mj  hon.   Friend  the  Member  for 
Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread),  in  a  speech 
which  still  lingers  in  oar  memories.    His 
Proposer,  on  that  occasion,  in  forcible, 
dignified,  and  eloquent  language,  enun- 
ciated   those    Constitutional    doctrines 
which  should  gaide  the  House  of  Com- 
mons   in  the  selection  of  a   Speaker, 
and  then  proceeded  to   make   special 
application     of    them    to    Mr.     Peel, 
grounded  on  long  and  intimate  know- 
ledge of  his  personal  character.     Mr. 
Peel  was  called  to  the  Chair  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  House.   And  we 
were  at  once  assured  of  the  wisdom  of 
our  choice,  for  as  soon  as  he  was  elected 
the  Speaker  Elect,  standing  on  those 
stops,    before    he    proceeded    to    take 
his  seat  in   the  Chair,   addressed  the 
House  in  words  so  striking,  so  weighty, 
so  dignified,  and  so  becoming  his  high 
station,  that  I  believe  we  felt,  every  one 
of  us,  that  he  had  raised  by  that  address 
the  moral  tone  of  the  whole  House.   Wo 
were  satisfied  that  we  had  found  in  Mr. 
Peel  a  worthy  Successor  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  who  had  preceded  him 
in  the  Chair.    It  is  not  for  me,  on  this 
occasion,  to  review  his  conduct  in  the 
Chair.    I  feel  myself  precluded,  in  his 

Eresenee,  from  saying  that  which  I  should 
ke  to  say  both  in  a  personal  and  public 
capacity.  The  whole  House  is,  I  be- 
lieve, perfectly  conscious  of  the  high  opi- 
nion entertained  of  Mr.  Peel ;  but  this 
much  I  may  say — and  no  one  will,  I  be- 
lieve, deny  it — that  he  has  fulfilled,  to  the 
utmost,  all  the  anticipations  of  his  most 
sanguine  supporters.  He  has  conducted 
himself  in  the  Chair  with  dignity.  He 
has  presided  over  our  deliberations  with 
ability  and  impartiality.  He  has  ex- 
hibited clear  apprehension,  ready  deci- 
sion, sound  judgment,  self-possession, 
and  resolution.  H(*  has  prov(*d  himself 
well  acquainted  with  the  Rules  and  Or* 
dors  of  tho  HouAo.  He  has  shown  him- 
self capable  of  protecting  all  our  Privi- 
leges. He  has  discharged,  in  an  ad- 
mirable manner,  other  duties  not  less 
arduous,  not  \v%%  important,  though  lc<s 
conspicuous.  He  has  watched  carefully 
over  the  couri}(*  of  our  Private  Business. 
Ho  has  been  kind,  courteous,  and  acces- 
sible to  every  individual  who  has  ever 
•ought  his  advice.  He  has  enjoy (m1  and 
rotainiMl  the  confidence  of  the  Hon***  of 
Commonf  --a  confidence  which  I  boldly 
say  neither  rank,  nor  attainments^  nor 

Sir  Jifhn  a.  Mowbray 


inheritance  of  proud  name,  nor  personal 
prestige,  without  high  personal  oharac- 
ter,  can  ever  command  or  insure.    I  pro- 
pose, therefore,  to  this  new  House  of 
Commons,  composed  to  so  large  an  ex- 
tent of  new  Members,  representing  so 
many  new  constituencies,   an  old,   aa 
honoured  Speaker,  tried  and  approved  by 
the  last  House  of  Commons,    i  propose 
him  in  accordance  with  all  the  best  pre- 
cedents which  are  to  be  found  recorded 
in  our  Journals  during  the  last  two 
centuries — the  best  period  of  our  Parlia- 
I  mentary  history.     I  propose  him  espe- 
cially in  accordance  with  the  precedents 
which  regulated  the  re-election  of  Mr. 
Manners  Sutton  in  1833,  of  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefovre  in  1841,  and  of  Mr.  Brand  in 
1 874.    I  cite  these  precedents  because  I 
think  they  prove  the  usage  of  continuity 
in  the  Chair,  and  the  importance  which 
the  House  has  always  attached  to  that 
continuity.     Such  continuity  has  long 
been  recognized  as  adding  weight  and 
authority  to  the  Speaker  for  the  time 
being.     But,  besides  and  beyond  this,  I 
emphatically  propose  Mr.  Peel  on  his 
own  merits ,  because  I  feel  assured  that 
the  House  at  large  is  well  convinced  that 
there  is  not  at  the  present  moment, 
within  these  walls,  any  other  man  so 

Sre-eminently  qualified  to  guide  and 
irect  our  deliberations,  to  maintain  our 
Privileges,  and  to  hand  down  unsullied 
to  remote  posterity  all  those  lofty  tradi- 
tions which  have  ever  appertained  to  the 
unique  position  of  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Ibegnow.SirErskineMay, 
to  move— ''That  the  Right  honourable 
Arthur  Wellesley  Peel  do  take  the  Chair 
of  this  House  as  Speaker." 

Mr.  JOHN  BlUGUT:  Sir  Erskino 
May,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  seconding 
the  Motion  submitted  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Oxford  ,Sir  John  R.  Mow- 
bray;. The  House  will  feel,  as  I  feel, 
that  there  is  very  little  to  be  said  after 
the  admirable  speech  in  which  he  has 
introduced  this  subject  to  the  Hous^. 
To  hon.  Members  sitting  in  the  Parlia- 
ment now  about  to  commence  who  had 
s?nts  in  the  last  Parliament,  and  in  the 
last  Session,  it  seems'  absolutely  un- 
necessary to  say  a  word  in  favour  of  the 
candidate  before  us.  But  to  the  new 
Members  what  has  been  said  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  of  impoiiance. 
I  know  not  that  I  ought  to  trouble  the 
House  with  anything  like  a  repetition 
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of  it ;  bat»  at  the  samo  time,  I  feel  die- 
p<ifled  to  add  two  or  three  sentences  to 
th<>te  which  ho  has  offered.  What 
qualities  are  reqairod  in  the  presiding 
otfioer  of  th«'  House  of  Commons  have 
heeo,  to  a  certain  extent,  described. 
To  now  Members  it  must,  I  think,  bo 
cloar,  althooprh  they  have  no  acquaint- 
ance with  what  has  been  done  in  this 
Hoose  heretofore,  that  it  is  absolutely 
nt'ceesarj  that  the  Speaker  shonld  have 
a  very  oomploto  and  minute  know- 
lodge  of  the  proctMMlings  of  the  IIouso, 
and  of  its  modes  of  transacting  Busi- 
ness. That,  I  thinki  we  haTe  found  in 
our  late  Speaker,  aa  I  doubt  not  we 
shall  find  in  the  Speaker  who  is  to  come 
ample  knowledge  of  that  kind.  At  the 
same  time,  with  regard  to  the  question 
of  ooartesY,  I  have  obsonred  that  the 
speakers  who  haTo  sat  in  that  Chair 
during  the  40  years  that  I  have  been  in 
this  Uonsf«  haTo  been  themselres  marked 
fjr  their  coartesy  to  individual  Members. 
Tbt^rv  are  abundant  casf^s  in  which  Mem- 
bom  re(]niro  to  consult  the  Speaker  on 
l:tUe  difficulties  that  aris«%  or  as  to 
loints  in  their  own  procedure;  and  I 
have  looked  sometimee  almost  with 
wond«»r,  but  always  with  great  admira- 
ti<»n,  at  the  manner  in  which  applica- 
tions of  this  kind  to  the  Speaker,  from 
••Vf-ry  part  of  the  House,  have  been  re- 
cfived  by  him.  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
rf>sver  that  in  the  Speaker  whom  we 
are  about  to  elect  we  shall  find  this 
<i>urte«y  aa  eonspiouously  displayed  as 
it  has  been  by  those  who  have  preceded 
him.  Then  there  oomes  the  question  to 
which  the  right  hon.  (f<*ntleman  has  re- 
ferred, and  to  which  I  would  refer  in 
ono  sentence ;  and  that  is  the  idea,  the 
opinion,  and  the  faith  we  have  that 
whosoever  ooeupiee  that  Chair  should 
be  a  man  of  inflf«xible  impartiality,  that 
there  should  be  no  taint  of  Party  (cvU 
ing  or  of  Party  spirit  to  intluence  him, 
or  attach  to  him,  or  besuspi'*  ted  of  him, 
in  any  of  th«^  transactions  with  which  ho 
14  ronne^.tM.  Then  wo  havo  another 
quality  to  which  alMwimo  rt^ferenco  has 
b**oa  made,  and  that  it  the  ouality  of 
cDurage  and  firmness.  In  a  llous^'  like 
this,  citmposed  of  more  than  6<h)  ^(om- 
(•««ra,  debating  with  n  freedom  not  sur- 

{»A%««<d,  I  suppose,  in  any  other  I.e^i^ 
ati\»»  Ass«»!noly,  th«T^  o'^f-nr  cn»»»>^  in 
whi«'h  I  should  say  tK-.-it  ex  it*  m*  nt  and 
pasnton  take  tho  place  soin<tim<<t  of 
ralmooes  and  of  reaeoo.    The  questions 


discussed  are  so  great,  they  interest  so 
many,  the  feeling  of  Party  sometimes  is 
so  strong,  that  it  would  be  deplorable 
and  a  lamentable  thing  if  we  had,  in 
the  Chair  of  this  House,  a  feeble  man, 
wanting  in  courage  and  firmness  on 
these  occasions.  Well,  I  think,  judging 
by  the  past,  that  in  placing  Mr.  Peel  in 
that  Chair  we  shall  have  the  confidence 
that,  while  he  will  do  justice  to  every 
Party  and  every  section  in  the  House,  at 
least  ho  will  be  certain  to  do  this — to  up- 
hold the  dignity  of  his  own  Office,  and  to 
support  the  authority  of  the  House 
itself.  I  think  I  have  said  pretty  nearly 
all  that  is  necessary  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  I  believe  that  the  House  is 
disposed,  aa  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  haa  suggested,  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  to  elect  Mr.  Peel  to  that  Ohair.  If 
they  do  so  they  will  confer  upon  him  a 
signal  honour,  and  thoy  will  ao  a  signal 
service  to  the  House  itself,  and  to  the 
millions  whom  we  are  supposed  to  repre- 
sent within  theso  walls.  Of  Mr.  Peel  I 
will  say  that  he  bears  a  name  famous  in 
the  annals  of  Parliament ;  and  I  believe 
that  if  he  is  elected  to  that  Ohair,  when 
the  time  shall  come  that  his  time  of  ser- 
vice shall  be  completed,  it  will  be  found 
that  he  has  not  lessened  that  fame,  but 
has  rather  added  to  it.  I  beg.  Sir,  to 
second  the  Motion  that  Mr.  Arthur 
Wellesley  Peel  be  called  to  the  Chair  of 
this  House. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHT:  Sir 
Erskine  May,  in  the  absence  of  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  PamellV  the  Leader  of  the 
Part^  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to 
act,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  offer  any 
opposition  to  the  Motion  just  submitted 
to  the  House,  or  to  what  seems  to  be  the 
general  decision  of  the  House.  It  would 
have  given  me  pleasure  if  I  could  havo 
sincerely  joined  in  all  the  commendations 
which  have  been  passed  on  tho  Gentleman 
whose  name  has  been  proposed  to* day. 
It  would  have  given  me  pleasure  even  if 
I  could  havo  abstained  on  this  occasion 
from  fMiying  n  word  or  two  on  behalf  of 
the  Party  with  whom  I  act  in  this 
House.  But,  Sir  £rskine  May,  it  would 
bo  th<»  inere<(t  alltH^tation  and  something 
liko  h3r]>orri»y  on  my  part,  and  on  tho 
part  of  thosa  on  whose  behalf  I  now 
Hpoak.  if  I  were  to  allow  the  language 
of  unmitiscatcil  enlogy  which  has  been 
I>ourrl  o*Jt  in  regard  to  Mr.  Pceltopaes 
without  5oin(*  form  of  protest.  I  myself, 
I  Sir  Etskino  May,  had  un  the  Books  of 
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this  HoTue,  for  a  lengthened  period  of 
laet  Session,  a  Notice  of  Motion  inviting 
the  House  to  say  that,  on  one  oocasion  at 
least,  Mr.  Peel  did  not  act  in  an  equitable 
and  impartial  manner  as  regards  one 
Party  in  this  House.  Several  of  mj  Col- 
leagues also  had  on  the  Books  of  this 
HouseNotioes  of  Motion  of  a  similar  kind 
referring  to  the  same,  or  to  some  other 
and  similar,   transaction.    The  House, 
therefore,  will  understand  that,  without 
any  wish  to  introduce  debate  on  a  ques- 
tion of  this  nature,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  me  or  my  Friends  to  allow  it  to 
go  forth  to  the  country — after  having 
endeavoured  as  well  as  wo  could  last 
Session  to  obtain  a  vote  from  this  House 
finding  fault  with  Mr.  PeePs  conduct  for 
want  of  impartiality — ^it  would  not  be 
possible  for  us  to  allow  this  Motion  to 
pass  without  protest,  and  to  allow  it  to  go 
to  the  country  that  we  admitted  that 
Mr.  Peel  was  right  in  his  action  towards 
us,  and  that  we  were  wrong  when  we 
endeavoured  to  induce  the  House  of 
Commons  to  censure  him  for  that  action. 
I  have  no  wish  to  intrude  longer  on  the 
attention  of  the  House.    So  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  in  my  relations 
with  Mr.  Peel  I  have  received  nothing 
but  kindness  and  courtesy  at  his  hands. 
But  I  am  not  speaking  now  of  Mr.  Peel, 
the  privato  Gentleman  whom  we  all 
respect,  nor  even  of  him  as  Speaker  of 
this  House  in  his  ordinary   relations 
with  Members ;  but  I  am  speaking  of 
him  as  an  officer  of  this  House,  who,  in  my 
firm  aodsinoere  belief,  aotodon  more  than 
one  oocasion  with  a  distinct  want  of  that 
impartiality  which  is  one  of  the  noblest 
qualitiee  in  a  Speaker,  and  for  which  he 
has  received  such  high,  and  I  might  al- 
moetsav  such  unmeasured,  praise  to-day. 
Beyond  entering  that  protest,  in  order 
that  it  may  not  oe  supposed  that  I  and 
mv  Frieoos  oonour  in  the  compliments 
which  have  been  paid,  I  shall  not  fur- 
ther detain  the  House. 


The  House  then  unanimously  calling 
Mr.  Pesl  to  the  Chair, 

Mr.  peel  stood  up  in  his  place  and 
said :  Sir  Thomas  Erskine  May,  I  re- 
spectfully thank  the  House  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  received  the 
mention  of  my  name.  I  should  be  alto- 
gether wanting,  Sir,  in  the  discharffe  of 
the  obligations  of  oourtesy,  and  I  hope 
I  may  add  of  flriendahip,  too,  if  I  failed 
to  thank  the  right  hoiL  Baronet  the 

Mr.  Jutim  JPCmiiy 


Member  for  the  University  of  Oxford 
(Sir  John  B.  Mowbray)  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  John  Bright)  for  the  terms 
they  have  used  towards  me  in  respectively 
proposing  and  seconding  my  nomination 
to  the  Chair  of  this  House.     Two  years 
ago,  Sir,  it  was  the  pleasure  of  this 
House  to  eloct  me  to  fill  that  Chair. 
Thoy  have  been  two  years  of  eventful 
history.  '  I  speak  not  of  the  mere  per- 
sonal considerations  which  arise  in  con- 
nection with  them.    No  Speaker  could 
have  occupied  that  Chair  for  those  two 
years  without  having  the  importance  of 
that  time  pressed  steadily  upon  him  in- 
dividually.   But  I  may  say  that  if  I 
have  learned,  as  I  have  learned,  much 
during  the  occupation  of  that  Chair  for 
two  years,  I  have  above  all  things  learnt 
this — ^more  deeply  to  appreciato  and  more 
fully  to  estimate  the  difficulties  and  the 
delicacies  which  surround  the  occupant 
of  that  Chair.    And  I  am  more  deeply 
conscious'^l  say  it  unaffectedly — I  am 
more  deeply  conscious  than  I  ever  could 
have   been    before  of  my  own  short* 
comings  and  failure  to  act  up  to  the 
great    traditions    of   that   Office.    Sir, 
these  have  been  eventful  years ;  they 
have  resulted  in  a  General    Election, 
conducted,  as  it  has  been,  under  a  Be- 
form  Bill  and  a  Bedistribution  of  Seats 
Bill.    The  result  has  been  that  we  are 
now  met  together  in  this  House  with  an 
infusion  of  new  Members  such  as  has 
never  been  paralleled  for  the  last  50  years. 
As  one  who  has  sat  in  this  House  for 
20  years,  may  I  remind  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who,  conversant  as  they  are  with 
business  of  great  importance  outside  this 
House,  are  yet  taking  their  places  in 
this  Assembly  for  the  first  time— may  I 
remind  them,  as  I  wish  to  do  without 
presumption,  that  the  Bules  and  Forms 
and   Proceedings  of   this   House   are 
wedded  to  remote  antiquity ;  that  many 
of  them  which  seem  to  oe  new  are  deve- 
lopments of  the  old ;  and  that,  while  we 
have  adopted  new  Rules  to  suit  the  sup- 
posed requirements  of  the  day,  we  have 
ever  been  influenced  by  a  regard  for  pre- 
cedent and  old  times.  Many  of  our  Forms 
and  Bulee  are  old ;  some  are  new ;  some 
are  girt  with  the  prescriptive  dignity 
of  immemorial  custom.     8ir,  if  I  am 
elected — if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
to  elect  me  to  that  Chair,  I  shall  appeal 
with  equal  confidence  to  new  Members  as 
to  old.  I  shall  ask themto  approach thoBo 
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Bulaiy  Forms,  and  Orders,  with  that 
genaroos  and  eouitable  spirit  in  which 
alone  they  ought  to  be  approaohod, 
whether  they  have  to  be  interpreted 
aad  administered  on  the  one  hand,  or 
baTo  to  bo  complied  with  on  the  other. 
I  shall,  above  ail.  Sir,  ask  for  the  for- 
bearance of  the  House.  No  one  knows 
bettor  than  I  how  mnch  I  shall  stand  in 
need  of  it.  Tho  position  of  a  Speaker, 
the  moral  strain  upon  him,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  physical  tedium,  arc 
great  calls  and  demands  upon  any  indi- 
vidual. Whatevor  thoeo  burdens  may 
be,  Sir,  whatever  those  difficulties  may 
be,  they  are  lightened  if  one  can  feel 
assured  that  one  will  have  the  co-opera* 
tion  and  support  of  the  House.  With- 
out that  support  the  position  of  a  Speaker 
\%  untenable  and  intolerable ;  but  there 
is  ample  roward  for  anything  that  may 
be  gone  through  in  the  discharge  of  that 
Office— I  would  say  more,  those  difficul- 
ties, which  I  have  alluded  to,  vanish  al- 
together if  one  can  be  assured  that  in 
some  small  measure,  at  least,  one  has 
won  tho  confidenco  of  the  House  of 
(*ommons.  Sir,  I  respectfully  thank 
tho  House,  and  I  very  humbly  place 
myself  at  its  entire  disposal. 

The  House  then  a^ain  unanimously 
calling  Mr.  Pbel  to  the  Chair ;  he  was 
taken  out  of  his  place  by  tho  said  Sir 
JitMX  R.  MowBEAT,  and  tho  said  Mr. 
I^uiouT,  and  conducted  to  the  Chair. 

Then  Ma.  8PKAKEH  Elect,  sUnding 
on  the  upper  step,  said:  Standing  in 
this  place,  I  beg  again  most  respectfully 
to  toank  the  Members  of  this  House  for 
the  great  honour  they  have  done  me, 
aad  for  the  dignified  Office  with  which 
their  have  been  pleased  to  invest  me.  I 
shall  remember  all  I  have  said ;  and  I 
beg  to  assure  the  House  that  I  shall, 
above  all,  try  to  exercise  that  virtue  of 
impartiality  to  which  allusion  has  been 
maide.  I  shall  strive  to  know  no  dis- 
ttartion  of  Party,  but  to  appeal,  with  the 
utmost  confidence,  not  to  one  section  of 
the  House  or  another,  not  to  one  Party 
or  another,  but  to  the  entire  Assembly 
of  this  House  of  Commons. 


Aad  then  the  Mace,  which  before  lay 
under  the  Table,  was  now  laid  upon  the 
Table.    Then^ 

Tna  CH  AN  CELLOR  op  the  KXCII  1  v  : 
UUEB  ^SirMi«'jiAKL  Hickh. Ubach.  ro'^o  ' 
aad  said :  It  is  my  agreeable  duty,  in  the  I 


name  of  this  House,  to  tender  to  you, 
Sir,  our  hearty  congratulations  upon  your 
unanimous  election,  for  the  second  time, 
to  the  high  and  honourable  Office  of 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
That  Office,  Sir,  is,  as  you  have  already 
stated,  one  of  ^at  labour  and  great 
anxiety ;  but  it  is  something  more  than 
that.  It  is  an  Office  requiring  the 
highest  qualities  in  anyone  who  can 
succcasfully  perform  its  duties.  The 
highest  sense  of  honour,  the  strictest 
impartiality,  not  only  as  betwoen  diffo* 
rent  Parties  or  sections,  but  as  be- 
tween all  the  Members  of  the  House ; 
the  power  to  maintain  with  dignitv  and 
firmnoss,  but  also  with  temper  and  with 
tact,  due  order  and  libt-rty  in  our  pro* 
ceeding^ ;  a  capacity  for  rapid  and  ac- 
curate judgment,  by  which  alone  the 
Speaker  can  deal  with  those  many  and 
difficult  questions  which  so  often  occur, 
and  which  have  to  be  decided  in  a  mo- 
mf'nt  under  very  unexpected  ciroum* 
stances — this.  Sir,  is  a  combination  of 
qualities  which  very  few  individuals  are 
fortunate  enough  to  possess;  and  yet 
Ruch  qualities  are  essential  to  the  success* 
f ul  performance  of  the  duties  of  Speaker 
of  this  House.  But,  Sir,  there  is  some- 
thing more  without  which  even  those 
qualities  cannot  secure  success,  and  that 
is  the  possession  of  the  confidence  of 
this  House.  That  confidence,  Sir,  you 
have  already  won.  When,  nearly  two 
years  ago,  you  succeeded  in  that  Chair 
a  man  whose  long  and  admirable  ser- 
vices had  won  for  him  the  respect  and 
the  affection  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
you  stated,  with  becoming  modesty,  that 
in  your  judgment  the  choice  then  made 
was,  at  any  rate  to  some  extent,  dictated 
by  a  recollection  of  your  nearoonnection 
with  that  great  man  whose  name  will 
always  stand  as  one  of  the  first  in  our 
Parliamentary  history.  Then,  Sir,  you 
were  reminded  by  the  riffht  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  opposite  fMr.  Gladstone)  that 
much  was  expectea  from  you.  That  ex* 
pectatton  has  oeen  mors  than  fulfilled.  If, 
at  that  time,  the  name  of  the  father  had 
any  influence  in  determining  the  choioeof 
the  House,  though  that  name  can  never 
bo  forgotten,  yet,  to-day,  we  choose  you 
on  account  of  tho  proved  merits  of  tho 
We  congratulate    you    on   your 
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elcitinn  to  that  Chair.  We congratulato 
ours4*lv<^  siill  more  that  vo  have  bec'U 
aMn  t)  make  Rtuh  a  choice.  I  have 
dwelt  upon  the  qualities  necessary  for  a 
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Speaker.  Yoa,  Sir,  have  reminded  this 
Houae  that  we  owe  to  any  Speaker  our 
cordial  support.  I  think,  Sir,  I  may  say 
that  that  support  will  be  warmly  and 
continuously  accorded ;  for  I  believe  that 
this  House,  which  more  fully  and  more 
completely  represents  the  people  than 
any  previous  House  of  Commons,  will  bo 
minaful,  with  the  best  of  its  Predecessors, 
that  the  authority  of  the  Chair  must  be 
supported  in  order  to  secure  that  order 
and  regularity  in  our  debates  without 
which  it  is  impossible  for  this  House  to 
maintain  the  character  which  it  should 
enjoy  of  a  working,  business-like  As- 
semoly,  fittingly  representing  the  people 
of  this  great  countnr. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Sir  Erskine  May, 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach),  in  the  excellent  though 
brief  address  which  he  has  delivered  on 
the  present  occasion,  has,  I  am  quite  cer- 
tain, expressed  the  sense,  not  only  of 
those  who  sit  behind  him  and  who  may 
be  considered  as  the  supporters  of  his 
Government,  but  of  the  House  at  large. 
At  the  same  time,  Sir,  I  think  it  may 
not  be  out  of  place  if,  in  conformity  with 
the  usage  of  at  least  some  former  periods, 
I  venture  more  directly,  on  behalf  of  those 
with  whom  I  am  more  closely  associated 
in  political  opinion,  to  echo  from  this  side 
of  the  House  those  assurances  of  sup- 
port and  confidence  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  wisely  and  ably  delivered. 
Sir,  in  the  course  of  more  than  half-a- 
century  I  have  witnessed  changes  in 
this  Housoi  among  which,  undoubtedly, 
none  is  more  undeniable,  none  more 
conspicuous,  than  the  very  great  change 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  character  of 
the  Office  you, have  again  been  elected 
to  fill.  It  is  not,  I  think,  saying  too 
much  if  I  affirm  that,  at  the  time  when  I 
entered  Parliament,  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker  was  a  mattercomparativelyeasj; 
and  the  demands  made  upon  him,  though 
even  then  vexr  great,  yet  were  demands 
which  might  have  been  satisfied  by  not 
a  vexy  large  proportion,  perhaps,  but  yet 
by  an  appreciable  proportion  of  the  Mem- 
bers wno  sat  on  the  Benches  of  the 
House.  One  historical  incident  which 
illostrates  the  change  which  I  refer  to  is 
thia— that  within  the  last  100  years 
Members  were  chosen  to  the  Speakership 
at  a  very  early  period  of  their  life.  It 
is  now  felt  that,  among  the  essential  con- 
ditions of  that  Office,  independentiy  of 
all  other  gifts,  a  large  experience— a 
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great  Parliamentary  knowledge,  founded 
upon  experience  and  even  habit,  are 
among  the  primary  and  indispensable 
qualifications  for  filling  the  Chair.  In 
&uth,  Sir,  the  demands  on  our  Speaker 
have  reached  a  point  at  which  I  will 
venture  to  say  they  will  admit  of  no 
further  augmentation ;  for  if  it  were  to 
happen  that  changes  in  the  habit  of 
mind,  of  thought,  and  of  speech,  and  of 
conduct  in  this  House  became  less  favour- 
able than  hitherto  they  have  happily  been 
to  the  authority  of  the  Chair — if,  also, 
there  were  to  be  any  weakening  of  that 
strong  and  powerful  alliance  in  which 
the  mass  of  the  House  habitually  stands 
with  the  occupant  of  the  Choir — then  I 
do  believe  that  the  strongest  mind,  that 
the  firmest  nerve,  that  the  best  inten- 
tions, that  the  most  distinguished  talents 
must  necessarily  fail  under  the  burden 
that  in  such  case  would  necessarily  lie 
on  the  Speaker.  But,  Sir,  I  feel  that,  in 
this  instance,  that  is  not  the  case.  In 
the  few  wordb  that  have  been  spoken 
to-day  by  way  of  protest  on  behalf  of  a 
particular  Party — a  third  Party — in  this 
House,  I  did  not  read  any  more  than 
what  was  felt  to  be,  by  the  person  who 
spoke  them,  the  reluctant  fulfilment  of 
what  was  to  him  a  conscientious  duty.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  may  have  occurred 
to  that  hon.  Gentleman,  as  it  will  have 
occurred  to  others,  that  the  relations  in 
which  he  and  his  Party  have  stood  to 
the  Chair  on  some  occasions  have  been 
strained  relations,  and  relations  in  which 
it  was  hardly  within  the  compass  of 
human  possibility  that  perfect  satisfac- 
tion could  be  g^ven  to  the  individuals 
immediately  concerned,  and  perfect  satis- 
faction given  to  the  general  obligations 
of  the  Speaker.  But,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say 
that,  in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member,  I 
did  not  detect — ^I  do  not  read  in  it— any 
indication  of  a  disposition  to  relax  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  himself  and  upon 
other  Members  of  this  House  towards 
the  Chair ;  rather  I  recognize  in  it  an 
acknowledgment  of  those  duties ;  and  I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  circumstances 
in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  now  ap* 
Dears  may  render  it,  perhaps,  more  easy 
for  him  to  conduct  his  relations  with  the 
Chair  in  future  contingencies  than  it  has 
been  in  the  past.  But,  Sir,  one  thing  I 
wish  to  say,  and  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing it  I  was  especially  aesirous  to  rise. 
AUnsion  has  b«en  made,  and  has  been 
very  properly  madci  to  the  change  in 
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the  oompotilion  of  this  Houm  brought 
aboal  bj  the  important  Acta  for  the  ex- 
tensioQ  of  the  Franchise  and  for  tho 
Kedietf ibution  of  Soatfl.     I  remember, 
8ir,  yery  well,  at  the  time  of  the  first 
Beform  BUI,  there  wore  groat  and  per- 
haps not  unreasonable  apprehensions  in 
the  mind  of  the  QoTornment  of  the  day 
—the  Ihyvemment  of  Lord  Grey — as  to 
the    increased    diflBculties    which    the 
Speaker  might  find  in  controlling  the 
debates  ana  proceedings  of  the  Uouse 
of  Commons,    in  consequence    of    the 
rerj  large  number  of  new   Members 
elected,  and  to    a  certain  amount  of 
change  in  the  circumstances  and  classes 
to  which  those  new  Members  belonged. 
Happily,  Sir,    in  effect,  the  practical 
reault  was  entirely  to  dissipate  those 
apprehensions.        I      have     carefully 
watched,  from  time  to  time,  what  tho 
eilVrts    hato    bcnn    of   tho    successivo 
widenings  of  tho  popular  basis  of  this 
House ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  £ay,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  that  those  classes  of 
Members  which  havo  been  introduced 
into  the  Houso  in  consequence  of  that 
widening   of   tho   basis    have    borne, 
and   wiU    bear,    no     disadvantageous 
eomparison  in  respect   of  conduct,   in 
rcapect   of   submission   to  the   Chair, 
and  in  respect  of  disposition  to  support 
the  Chair,  and  to  oDserre  in  all  par- 
ticulars the  order  and  the  courtesies  of 
this  House    will  bear  no  unfavourable 
eomparison  with  the  class  who,  up  to  tho 
year  1832,  had  almost  a  monopoly  of  the 
Uuuse.    Sir,  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell 
upon  tho  particular  qualities  which  are 
noweonmntly  necessary  in  the  Speaker, 
and  which  have  been  so  admirably  stated 
by  those  who  have  preceded  me.    I  will 
only  obaenre  this — that  it  is  quite  oon- 
oeivable  that  there  might  be  in  this 
House    Gentlemen  with    qualificationB 
not  only  good,  not  only  high,  but  abso- 
lutely incomparable  for  many  of  the 
pnrpos«a  which  it  is  the  business  of  the 
opeakar  to  sanre,  and  yet  who  might  be 
totally  disqualified  for  the  sntiBfaotory 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  Olfice; 
becaosa.  Sir,  it  is  in  the  combination  of 
a  great  number  of  qualities,  a  num* 
ber  of  qualities  not  easy  to  unite  to- 
gether, often  apt  to  run  in  different 
direetioiia— it  is  m  that  combination  and 
ta  that  happy  balance  that  alone  can  be 
foand  that  sum  of  qualifications  accord- 
tag  to  which  the  Speaker  in  the  Chair 
wul  give  satiafactaon  or  will  not  give . 


satisfaction.  Sir,  the  House  believed, 
when  you  were  chosen,  that  wo  had 
found  in  you  that  happy  balance  and 
that  combination  which  would  enable 
you  to  deserve  and  to  win  their  confi- 
dence. Your  name  gave  you  a  favour- 
able introduction  to  the  notice  of  the 
House;  but  your  name,  at  tho  same 
time,  heightened  the  expectations  and 
heightened  the  demands  which  wero 
mado  upon  your  mind  and  your  powers. 
You  now,  however,  have  no  longer  to 
rest  upon  your  name,  or  to  depend  upon 
anticipations  alone.  In  looking  to  your 
past,  Sir,  I  feel  the  most  confident  ex- 
pectations of  your  future.  It  is  with 
these  expectations  that  I  venture  to  con- 
gratulato  the  House  upon  the  thorough 
harmony  of  to* day's  proceedings ;  and  I 
venture  to  congratulate  you.  Sir,  upon 
having  again  received,  in  so  marked  a 
manner,  one  of  the  highest  honours  that 
can  be  conferred  upon  a  British  oitisen, 
in  tho  ascription  to  you  of  the  great 
Office  you  have  again  been  elected*  to 
hold,  and  the  conferring  of  which'^Office 
is,  above  all  things,  the  note,  the  stamp, 
and  the  seal  of  your  possessing  the 
thorough  and  unbounded  confidence  of 

the  House  of  Commons.  

The  CHANCELLOR  op  tub  EXCHE« 
QUER  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-BkaciO  :  I 
beg  to  move  that  this  Houso  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Spsakzr  Elect  put  the  QuestioUi 
which,  being  agreed  to, — 

The  House  was  adjourned  aooordingly, 
and  Mr.  Speaker  Elect  went  away  wiUi 
the  Mace  before  him. 

Honto  adjourned  at  a  auaiier  alter 
Three  o'clock  till  To-morrow. 


HOUSE     OF     LOBDS, 
WedM^day,  \Zth  January ^  1886. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  —  namely, 
The  Lord  CiiAyciiLLOR  (Lord  Halsbury) ; 
The  L(»RD  PuF^iDExr  or  tub  Council 
Viscount  Cranbrook);  Tho  Earl  of 
Idde«leioii  (First  Lord  of  tho  Treasuiy) ; 
The  Ea&l  or  Coventry  (Captain  of  Uie 
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Corps  of  Gentlemen  at  Arms) ;  and  The 
YiscouMT  Bar&inotok  (Captain  of  the 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard) — heing  in  their 
Eohes,  and  seated  on  a  Form  placed 
between  the  Throne  and  the  Woolsack, 
commanded  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the 
Black  Bod  to  let  the  Commons  know 
"The  Lords  Commissioners  desire  their 
immediate  Attendance  in  this  HouseJ' 

And  the  Commons  being  at  the  Bar; 

SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 
PBESENTED  AKD  AFPBOYED. 

The  Bioht  Honourable  ARTHUR 
WELLEyLEY  PEEL,  Speaker  Elect, 
said — 

''Mt  Lords, 

**  I  have  to  acquaint  your  Lordships, 
that  in  obedience  to  Her  Majesty's 
commands,  Her  Majesty's  most  faithful 
Commons  haye,  in  the  exercise  of  their 
undoubted  rights  and  privileges,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Election  of  a  Speaker,  and 
that  their  choice  has  fallen  upon  myself, 
and  I  now  present  myself  at  your  Lord- 
ships' Bar,  and  humbly  submit  myself 
for  Her  Majesty's  gracious  approba- 
tion." 

Then  Tub  LORD  CHANCELLOR 
said — 

«Mb.  Peel, 

"We  are  commanded  to  assure  you 
that  Her  Majesty  is  so  fully  satisfied 
of  your  zeal  for  the  public  sonrice,  and 
of  your  ample  sufficiency  to  discharge 
the  arduous  duties  which  Her  faithful 
Commons  haye  selected  you  to  dis- 
charge, that  She  does  most  readily  ap- 
proye  and  confirm  you  as  their  Speaker." 

Then  M&.  SPEAKER  said— 

"Mt  Lords, 

"I  submit  myself  vith  all  humility 
and  gratitude  to  Her  Majesty's  gracious 
commaods.  It  is  now  my  duty,  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  to  lay  claim  by 
humble  Petition  to  Her  Majesty,  to  all 
their  undoubted  rights  and  privileges ; 
espeotaUy  to  freedom  of  speech  in  do- 
bate;  to  freedom  from  arrest  of  their 
persons  and  senrants;  and,  particularly, 
to  free  access  to  Her  Majesty  whenever 
oooasion  shall  require,  and  that  the 
most  fayourable  oonstruction  shall  be 
put  upon  all  their  proceedings.    As  for 


myself,  I  pray  that  if  any  error  shall  be 
committed  it  may  be  imputed  to  myself, 
and  not  to  Her  Majesty's  faithful  Com- 
mons." 

Then  The  LORD  CHANCELLOR 
said, 

"Mr.  Speaker, 

**  We  have  it  farther  in  command  to 
inform  you  that  Her  Majesty  does  most 
readily  confirm  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges which  have  ever  been  granted  to 
or  conferred  upon  the  Commons  by  any 
of  Her  Royal  Predecessors. 

"With  respect  to  yourself,  Sir,  though 
Her  Majesty  is  sensible  that  you  stand 
in  no  need  of  such  assurance,  Her 
Majesty  will  ever  put  the  most  favour- 
able oonstruction  upon  your  words  and 
actions." 

Then  the  Commons  withdrew. 

REPRESENTATIVE    PEER    FOR 
IRELAND. 

Writs  and  Returns  electing  the  Vis- 
count Bangor  a  Representative  Peer  for 
Ireland  in  the  room  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Erne,  deceased,  with  the  Certificate  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland 
annexed  thereto :  Delivered  (on  oath), 
and  Certificate  read. 

Several  Lords — ^took  the  Oath. 

Uouse  adjonrned  at  Four 

o'clock,  liU  To-morrow, 

Two  o'clock. 


^  ^^^  1 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday f  ISth  January ^  1886. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  doek. 

The  House  beiog  mot,  and  Mr. 
Sfeakeh  Elect  having  taken  the  Chair, 
a  Mossa^o  was  delivered  by  the  Gen- 
tleman Usher  of  the  Black  Rod : 

"Mb.  Sfeakee, 

'*  The  Lords,  authorized  by  virtue  of 
Her  Majesty's  Commission,  desire  the 
immediate  attimdance  of  this  Honourablo 
House  in  the  House  of  Peers.'' 
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Aooordingly^  Mr.  Spbakxr  Elect,  with 
tho  House,  went  up  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  whore  he  was  presented  to  the 
Knid  Lords  Commissioners  for  the  Boval 
Approbation. 

Then  The  LORD  CHANCELLOR,  one 
cif  the  said  Lords  Commissioners,  sip^oi- 
fied  Her  Mojebty's  approbation  of  Mr. 
i^pt^aki'r  Elect. 

The  House  being  returned ; — 

Mb.  speaker  said :  I  haye  to  re- 
tiort  to  the  House  that,  in  the  Houso  of 
Peers,  Her  Majesty,  by  llor  Royal 
Commissioners,  has  boon  pleased  to  ap- 
proTe  the  choice  made  of  myself  for  the 
<  >iBco  of  your  Speaker,  and  that  I  have, 
in  Tour  name  and  on  your  behalf,  laid 
claim  by  humble  Petition  to  Her  Majesty 
to  aU  your  ancient  Rights  and  PriTileges — 
freedom  of  sp«*och  in  debate,  freedom 
from  arrest  of  your  person  and  servants, 
and,  particularly,  of  froo  access  to  Her 
Maj«i«ty  whenever  occasion  may  rt^quire, 
and  that  the  most  favourable  construction 
nhall  be  placed  upon  all  your  proceedings. 
All  these,  1 1  or  Majesty,  by  Her  Commis- 
sioners, has  boon  pleased  to  grant  and 
ci>nfirm,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  they 
hare  ever  b<*en  granted  and  confirmed 
by  Her  Majesty,  or  by  any  of  Her  Royal 
Predecessors. 

It  is  my  duty  again  to  thank  the 
House  for  the  high  honour  they  have 
done  me  in  electing  me  to  the  Chair  of 
this  House.  I  have  now  to  remind  the 
House  that  the  first  duty  of  its  Members 
i<*  to  take  the  Oath  according  to  the  form 
bylaw. 


AadthereoponMr.  Sfxakcb,  first  alone, 
standing  upon  the  upper  step  of  the 
Chair,  took  and  subscribed  the  Oath. 

PARUAMENTART  OATH  (MR. 
BRADLAUOU). 

Mm.  SPEAKER,  again  rising,  said : 
Before  hon.  Members  oome  to  the  Table 
t  >  take  the  Oaths  it  is  my  duty  to  inform 
the  House  that  I  hare  received  a  letter 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
I^^eader  of  the  House  ,8ir  Michael  Hicks- 
Itt'^ch)  in  respect  to  the  proceeding  a.s 
affecting  the  non.  Gentleman  the  junior 
Member  for  Northampton  'Mr.  Brad- 
laagh  .  I  have  thooght  it  my  duty, 
under  the  very  exceptional  circumstances 
of  the  moment,  and  inasmuch  as  by  the 
nature  of  the  oaae  there  can  be  no  do- 


bate,  to  put  the  House  in  possession  of 
the  main  facts  of  this  letter ;  and  also  of 
another  notice  or  letter  which  I  have  re- 
ceived  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge (Mr.  Raikes),  sifspied  by  himself 
and  by  another  hon.  Member  of  this 
House,  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Honiton 
Division  of  the  County  of  Devon  (Sir 
John  Kennaway).  Tho  letter  of  the 
right  hon.  (rcntleman  the  Member  for 
Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  con- 
tains an  historical  retrospect  of  the  case 
which  I  do  not  propose  to  read  to  tho 
House.  It  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  a  stato- 
mentof  mere  facts,  and  it  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  put  tho  House  in  possession  of 
those  facts.  The  letter  concludes  by 
putting  an  important  question,  which  it 
is  my  duty,  I  think,  to  read  in  the  very 
words  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
used.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  It  will  thus  bo  seen  that  tho  Hoaso  of  Com- 
moDfl  consistently,  and  notwithBtonding  now 
writs  and  fr< sh  ilrrtions  of  Mr.  Dradlaui^h,  has 
n'fuA<Hl  to  permit  him  tu  repeat  words  which  in 
hi»  case  would  hv  himply  an  act  of  profanation. 
Th(*  Court  of  ApiK'nl  has  decided,  by  a  judgment 
wliich  tho  lluu<io  of  Commons  could  not  but 
recognize,  that  Mr.  ISradlaugh  was  incapablo  of 
taking  an  Oath.  [Cries  of  ''No!"]  No  ono 
doubts  his  idrntity  ;  and  I  am  adrisca  that,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  a  state  of  facta  onco  established 
is  presumed  to  exist  until  tho  contrary  is  proved. 
[6ViM<>/-"Xo:**J  Until  tho  House  of  Com- 
mons  id  fully  constituted,  any  action  by  tho 
]Iiiu«o  is  ditlirult,  if  not  impossible.  I  Uiere- 
foro  rts]Kx;tfully  submit  for  your  consideration, 
in  \new  of  the  facts  to  which  1  havo  doomed  it 
my  duty  to  direct  your  attontion,  that  Mr. 
l>radlaugh  should  not  bo  permitted  to  go  through 
the  form  of  taking  tho  <  >ath  without  on  oppor- 
tunity  being  aiTonied  to  the  House  of  expressing 
ita  oninion  upon  a  proceeding  which  I  belicvo, 
if  fully  constituted,  it  would  decline  to  sane* 
tion. 

I  have  tho  honour  to  remain, 

Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

M.  £.  Hicks-Beacu.** 

The  other  notice  to  which  I  have  referred 
as  proceeding  from  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  University  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Honiton  Division 
of  the  County  of  Devon,  containing  aLM> 
an  historical  retrospect  of  tho  case,  and 
diiiors  very  slightly  iudeed  from  tho 
letter  which  I  have  just  read,  except  in 
calling  my  attention  to  tho  fact  of  the 
appearance  of  a  newspaper  styled  77te 
National  Reformer  of  January  10,  188G. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Uaikes) 
and  his  Colleague  conclude  with  a  pro- 
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test,  and  aak  my  opinion  upon  a  point 
of  Order.  I  have  Baid  that  I  deemed  it 
my  duty,  under  exceptional  and  eztra- 
oidinarr  circamBtancee,  to  place  these 
letters  before  the  House ;  and  I  think  it 
may  be  for  the  convenience  of  the  House 
that  I  should,  before  the  House  is  oon- 
stifcuted  and  before  hon.  Members  come 
to  the  Table  to  take  their  Oaths,  state 
my  view — a  view  arrived  at  after  full 
consideration — of  what  ought  to  be  my 
conduct  in  the  course  of  these  proceed- 
ings. It  will  be  observed  that  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  Eight  honourable 
Gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  referred 
allude  to  proceedings  in  a  former  Farlia* 
ment,  and  that  in  no  case  cited  does  the 
Speaker  take  original  and  independent 
authority  upon  himself.  It  is  always  by 
the  action  of  the  House,  in  consequence 
of  something  that  has  occurred  during 
that  Parliament.  We  are  assembled  in 
a  new  Parliament.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  Besolutions  of  the  past.  They  have 
lapsed,  they  are  void,  they  are  of  no 
effect  in  reference  to  this  case.  It  is  the 
light,  the  legal  statutable  oblip;ation,  of 
Members  when  returned  to  this  House, 
to  come  to  this  Table,  and  take  the  Oath 
prescribed  by  Statute.  I  have  no  au- 
thority, I  have  no  right,  original  or 
delegated,  to  interfere  between  an  hon- 
ourable Member  and  his  taking  of  the 
Oath.  I  have  been  further  asked  whether, 
when  the  House  is  completed,  and  after 
a  quorum  has  been  constituted,  it  would 
bo  competent  for  a  Motion  to  be  made 
intervening  between  the  honourable 
Member  for  Northampton  and  his  taking 
of  the  Oath  f  I  have  come  clearly,  and 
without  hesitation,  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  neither  be  my  duty  to  prohibit 
the  honourable  Gentleman  from  coming 
nor  to  permit  a  Motion  to  be  made  standing 
between  him  and  his  taking  of  the  Oath. 
The  honourable  Member  takes  that 
Oath  under  whatever  risks  may  attach 
to  him  in  a  Oourt  of  Law.  But  it  is  not 
forme,  I  respectfully  say  it  is  not  for 
the  House,  to  enter  into  any  inquisition 
as  to  what  may  be  the  opinions  of  a 
Member  when  he  comes  to  the  Table  to 
take  the  Oath.  I  am  bound,  and  the 
House  is  bound,  by  the  forms  of  this 
House,  and  by  the  legal  obligation  and 
rights  of  Members.  If  a  Member  comos 
to  this  Table  and  offers  to  take  the  Oath, 
I  know  of  no  right  whatever  to  intervene 
between  him  and  the  performance  of  a 
legal  and  sUtatable  duty. 

Mr.  Sptmker 


The  OH  ANOELLOR  of  thb  EXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  :  I 
ask,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to 
be  permitted  to  make  one  observation 
— rCrfMo/'^Orderl"] 

Mb.  SPEAKEE  :  I  must  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that,  if  he  has 
any  objection  to  my  decision,  a  debate 
cannot  now  be  initiated.  No  doubt  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  rises  to  a  point  of 
Order. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  :  I 
understand,  Sir,  your  answer  to  the 
question  which  I  have  ventured  to  put 
to  you  to  be  that  you- will  neither  inter- 
vene vourself  in  the  matter,  nor  will  you 
Eormit  the  intervention  of  any  other 
on.  Member  of  this  House  with  a  Mo- 
tion.    However  much  I,   Sir,   or  any 

other  Member  of  this  House [  6Vi>» 

0/"  Order!"] 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  must  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  of  the  distinction 
I  wish  to  draw  between  calling  my  at- 
tention to  a  point  of  Order  and  making 
a  speech.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  be  in  Order  in  making  a 
q»eech,  seeing  that  he  has  not  yet,  him- 
self, taken  the  Oath. 

The  following  is  the  Entry  in  Votes 
of  the  Letters  referred  to  by  Uie 
Speaker : — 

January  12th  1S86. 

Sir, 

I  beg  respectf ally  to  place  before  you  the 

'ollowing  Btatemcnt  with  regard  to  Mr.  Charles 

Bradlaugh,  one  of  the  Borgeeses  elected  to  aerro 

in  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Northampton. 

On  the  3rd  of  May  1880,  Mr.  Bradlaugh, 
hsTing  then  been  elected  as  Member  for  the  same 
Borough,  claimed  to  be  allowed  to  affirm  instead 
of  taking  the  Oath,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  which 
gives  that  power  to  witnesses  who  have  no 
religious  belief.  The  question  was  rof erred  to  a 
Committeo  of  the  House  of  Commons :  who  re- 
ported,  that  the  power  claimed  by  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh  does  not  exist  in  resjicct  of  the  Farliamen- 
tary  Oath.  On  the  2Ut  May,  Mr.  Bradlaugh 
claimed  to  take  and  subscribe  the  Oath,  and  was 
in  the  act  of  doing  so,  when  Sir  Henry  Drum- 
mond  Wolff  interposed  with  a  Motion  that  Mr. 
Bradlaugh  should  not  bo  allowed  to  take  the 
Oath.  To  this  Motion  an  Amcndmont  wa^ 
moved  and  earned  that  it  ht^  rr>f erred  to  a  Select 
Commit tiL'O  to  inquire  into  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances, and  as  to  the  ri^^ht  of  the  House  to  re- 
fuse to  allow  tko  <  >ath  to  be  administcrod  to 


35        Parli^mimiary  Oaih         {Jaititabt  18,  1886} 

Mr.  Bridkogh.  On  the  1 6th  of  Jano  tho  Com- 
nittee  rpportod  u  to  tho  right  and  joritdiction 
of  tho  Ilotue  to  rofuv  to  allow  tho  form  of  tho 
Oath  prMcribod  to  ho  taken  hy  duly  elected 
^(cfnhcrt  to  he  token  hy  them,  that  there  is  and 


(J&.  SraHaugh). 


26 


mittod  to  go  through  tho  form  of  taking  tho 
Oath.  On  tho  4th  May  1883,  the  Hooae  iMolred 
that  yit,  Bradlaugh  he  not  permitted  to  go 
through  tho  form  of  repeating  tho  words  of  tho 
Oath.    On  tho  11  th  February  1884,  Mr.  Brad- 


must   !hj  an  inhorent  power  in  tho  nou«o  to  re-    laagh  advanced  to  the  Table,  proceeded   to 


qwirr  that  tho  Ijiw  by  which  the  Proceedings  of 
tl.»  Tlouce  and  its  Members  in  reference  to  the 
taking  of  tho  rarliamentiry  Oath  is  regulated, 
U»  duly  obterred ;  that,  by  making  the  claim  to 
affirm,  Mr.  Bradlaugh  rolontarily  brought  to 
tho  n<«tice  of  the  IIouso  that  on  Bcveral  occa- 
sirttia  he  had  been  p<>rmitted  to  affirm  in  a  Court 
of  Jastice,  under  the  Evidence  Act  Amendment 
Art,  184'J-70;  in  order  to  enable  him  to   do 
whii  h,  a  Judge  uf  the  Court  must  have  been 
Mt)*f*<d  that  an  Oath  was  not  binding  upon  Mr. 
I*r»dUuj?h*s  constMencc.    Tho  Committeo  fur- 
ther n  |K>rtrd  that,  under  the  circumstinces,  tho 
r-mpltance  by  Mr.  Bradlaugh  would  not  be  tho 
taking  of  an  <  Uth  within  the  true  meaning  of 
theSUtutc#,  29  Vict.  sict.  19,  and  31  and  32 
Vi  t.  c%\\.  72,  and  that  therefore  tho  Ilouie  can, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  ought  to, 
ftTTrnt  Mr.  Bradlaugh  going  through  this  form. 
<Hi  the  2 lit  June  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Labou- 
« \'  ro  that  Mr.  Bra-Uauurh  be  admitted  to  make 
affirmtti'tn  or  drclaration  instead  of  tho 


an 

4>ith.    To  tht«  an  .Vmendmf*nt  was  moved  by 

Sir    II.  CtifTird,  which  was  carried,  that  Mr. 

Bn  ILaagh  be  not  pcrmitt'^d  to  take  the  <  >aih  or 

rr.ik«*  the  dccUration.    (»n  the  Slst  March  18H1, 

.  i  iffm«nt  wa«  d«  livin?«l  by  the  Court  of  .Vppeal 

thtt  Mr.  BradliM^h  wai  a  pt-rson  wh^i,  by  want 

I  f  r»  li  ^1*0*11  \h'\\>  f,  was  not  entitl«*d  by  Iho  Par- 

i.im'ntarr  <>ath«  Act  or  the  Pr«»mi«»«"rT  t»ath»» 

Act  W  m&k<*  or  sub^eribo  ;»n  Affirmation.     (*n 

th^    26th   April   1881,   Mr.    BradUugh   air^in 

c  I  timed  to  take  and  sub^cnbe  the  Oath :  and  the 

Haofc  rca/.htd  that  Mr.  Bradlaui^h  be  not  pcr- 

niitttdto  go  through  the  form  of  rept^atinfi:  the 

«•  rds  of  the  ( »Ath.    i >n  the  7th  Fib.  1  !?i>2,  Mr* 

BradUogh  came  to  the  Table  to  take  and  wb- 

t<  ribe  th4  Oath  :  tho  House  again  rtdjlved  that 

K    Itf^not  ptfmttt<-d.     On  th<>  2Ut  Feb.    18f2^ 

y\t,  Bra-llanj^h  a<lranc(Hl  to  the  Tablo  and  rrad 

fn^m  a  \'*\'*r  the  w<-nl«  of  thi*  Oath,  and  having 

ktMcd  a  ct  py  of  the  New  Testamant  sign<Hl  the 

paptr.    On  l!.'  22nd  F*b.  the  House  re^olvwl 

\\m\i    Mr.     BmlUu^h    having    di»»*My*Hi    th*' 

<  »rif  rs  ol  the  lloutu  and  having  in  contempt  of  i  tutcd,  any  action  by  the  House  is  difficult,  if 

t^'  a«th*>nty  of  the  H  >u«o  \tt\  :jularly  and  ci^n-  |  n«'t  imp  isnible.    I  therefore  respectfully  submit 

t  •uuLf  *.Mialy  prvtend«Hl  to  tik«j  and  subv  ribo  th(     for  your  consideration,  in  view  of  tho  facts  to 

0»tJi,  be  cipclled  the  llouw  ;  and  a  new  >Vrit  ,  whi<'h  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  direct  your 

wa«  Mdered  to  be  laMK^l  for  the  BoMugh  of  |  attention,  that  Mr.  BradUugh  should  not  be 

X'iclhampt'in.     On  th*"  6th  of  March  the  lioui^,    permitted  to  go  through  tho  form  of  taking  the 

r*«ftrm«d  the  Revolution  of  the  7th  February,    Oath  without  an  opportunity  being  afforded  to 

aa4  dmcied  that  Mr.  Bradlaugh  be  not  per-    the  House  of  expreanng  its  opinion  upon   a 


read  from  a  paper  the  words  of  tho  Oath,  and 
having  kissed  a  book,  signed  tho  paper  and  left 
tho  same  on  tho  Table.    The  House  'resolved 
that  Mr.    Bradlaugh  bo  not  permitted  to  go 
through  tho  form  of  taking  tho  Oath.    On  tho 
2l8t  February  tho   samo  Resolution   was  re- 
affirmed.    In  tho  month  of  Juno  1884,  tho  case 
Att.-01.  r.  Bradlaugh  was  tried  at  Bar,  before 
Lord  Coleridge  C.J.,  Orove  J,,  Huddleston  B., 
and   a  Special  Jury.    Tho  Jury  And  among* 
other  things  that  on  the  11  th  February  1884, 
Mr.   Bradlaugh  had  no  belief  in  a  Supremo 
Being,  and  was  a  person  upon  whoso  conscience 
an  Oath,  as  an  Oath,  had  no  binding  force ;  and 
that  the  Uonso  of  Commons  had  full  cognizance 
and  notice  of  these  matters,  in  consequence  of 
tho  avowal  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh.    In  December 
1 884,  an  application  for  a  new  trial,  upon  tho 
ground  that  the  verdict  was  against  the  evidenco 
was  refused,  both  in  tho  Queen's  Bench  Division 
and  in  the  Court  of  Appeal.    In  Jan.  1885  an 
appeal  was  heard,  and  judgment  was  given  for 
the  Attorney- Uenl.  on  the  merits,  on  the  ground 
that  a  Member  of  Parliament  who  does  not  be- 
lieve in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  and 
upon  whom  an  Oath,  as  an  Oath,  has  no  bind- 
ing effect,  is,  owing  to  his  want  of  religious  be- 
lief, incapable  by  Law  of  making  and  subscrib- 
ing (he  Oath  of  Allegiance  appointed  by  tho 
Parltamcntiry  Oaths  Act  as  amended  by  tho 
PromisMry  Oaths  Act. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons consistently,  and  notwithstanding  new 
writs  and  fresh  elections  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  has 
refused  to  permit  him  to  repeat  words  whioh  in 
his  case  would  be  simply  an  act  of  profanation. 
The  Court  of  Appeal  has  decided,  by  a  judg- 
ment which  the  House  of  Commoni  could  not 
but  recognise,  that  Mr.  Bradlaugh  wai  inca- 
pable of  taking  an  Oath.  Ko  one  doubts  his 
id«*ntity  ;  and  1  am  advised  that,  as  a  matter  of 
law,  a  state  of  facts  once  established  is  pre- 
sumed to  exist  until  the  contrary  is  proved. 
I'ntil  the  House  of  C<*mmons  is  fullv  oonsti* 


27 


Parliamentary  Oath        {COMMONS} 


{3fr.  BraMaugh). 


28 


proceeding  which  I  believe,  if  fally  constitated, 
it  would  decline  to  sanction. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  serTant, 

M.  E.  Hicks- Beach. 
The  Right  Ilonblo. 

The  Speaker  of 
The  Ilouie  of  Commons. 


To  the  Speaker  Elect. 


Sir, 


House  of  Commons, 
Jan.  12,  18Se. 


We,  the  undersigned,  being  ^lombcrs  of  the 
pment  House  of  Commons,  direct  your  atten- 
tion to  the  facts  and  circumstances  following : 
—That  Charl«-s  Bradhugh,  of  20,  Circus  Road, 
St.  John's  Wood,  London,  has  been  returned 
hj  the  Borough  of  Northampton  aa  one  of  the 
M«mbers  to  represent  the  said  Borough  in  the 
preaent  Parliament. 

That  the  said  Charles  Bradlaugh  is  the  same 
person  who  was  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament 
by  the  same  constituency  in  the  late  Parlia- 
ment. 

That  the  said  Charles  Bradlaugh  was  then, 
and  ia  now,  avowedly  an  Athf^ist,  and  is  thereby 
disqualified  from  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance, 
or  making  an  Affirmation,  in  the  form  set  forth 
in  <«  The  Parliamentary  Oaths  Act.  1866." 

That,  since  the  last  General  Election,  and 
under  date  January  10th  of  this  year,  1886,  the 
said  OharlM  Bradlaugh  has  caused  to  be  printed 
and  published  in  a  Newspaper  **  printed  and 
published  by  Charles  Bradlaugh,  of  30,  Circus 
Road,  London,  N.W.,  and  by  Annie  Besant,  of 
19,  Avenue  Road,  London,  N.W.,  at  69,  Fleet 
Street,  E.C.,  the  following  notice  :—*<  The  full 
l<'gml  responsibility  for  everything  which  ap- 
pears in  thes^"  columns  rests  on  Mr.  Bradlaugh 
and  Mrs.  Besant  as  Editors  and  Publishers  of 
the  paper.  For  the  opinions  expressed  in  all 
signed  articles  the  writers  are  morally  respon- 
sible. The  iiiitonal  policy  of  the  pajter  is 
Ropubliean,  Atheistic,  and  )I  ilthustan,  but  all 
opinions  are  fn  vly  admitted,  provided  only  that 
they  be  cxpn?««*.'d  rcisnnaMy  and  in  proper 
luiguai^e.'*  This  notice  appeared  in  *'The 
Nationnl  Refurmer,**  January  1 0th,  1886.  A 
copy  of  the  Nvw^jap'T  containing  the  notice 
alM>ve  written  is  herewith  cn<  1<»<'  d. 

Wt  now  statr,  f-,r  your  infurmitlon,  that  tho 
lata  House  of  Commons  rep<At«d1y  refused  to 
allow  the  said  Charles  Bradlaugh  to  sit  and 
Toia  therein,  ia  consMiuence  of  his  incapacity 
to  take  the  Parliamentary  Oath  of  Allegiance, 
or  iiiftk«  aa  Affitmatioo.    The  Jonmalf  of  this 


House  show  that  the  said  Charles  Bradlaugh 
was  not  allowed  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  House 
on  the  following  dates :  June  22, 1880 ;  April  9, 
18S1 ;  April  26,  1881 ;  May  10, 1881 ;  Augusts, 
1881 ;  February  7,  1882;  February  22,  1882  ; 
March  6, 1882;  June  22, 1883;  May  4,  1883  ; 
February  11, 1884  ;  February  21, 1884  ;  July  6, 
1885.  In  tho  year  1884  the  Attorney  General 
filed  an  information  under  tho  Crown  Suits  Acts 
to  recover  penalties  from  Charles  Bradlaugh  for 
having  sat  and  voted  in  the  House  of  Commons 
without  first  having  made  and  subscribed  tho 
Oath  under  the  Parliamentary  Oaths  Act. 
After  a  trial  by  a  jury,  judgment  was  given 
against  the  Defendant.  On  appeal,  a  Divisional 
Court  gave  judgment  against  the  Defendant. 
Subsequently,  on  the  28th  of  January  1835, 
tho  Court  of  Appeal,  consisting  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  and  Lords  Justices  Cotton  and 
Lindley  after  argument  decided  that  tho  De- 
fendant, Charles  Bradlaugh,  was  liable  to  pay 
the  said  penalties.  In  giving  judgment,  tho 
Master  of  the  Rolls  said,  '*that  the  Iaw  on 
this  point  had  been  clearly  settled  for  years, 
and  it  had  been  decided  that  any  person  whose 
mind  was  in  that  state  could  not  be  a  witness 
in  any  case  or  under  any  circumstances  because 
he  could  not  take  an  Oath.  Whatever  words, 
or  whatever  forma  a  man  might  use  or  go 
through,  if  his  conscience  was  not  bound  by 
them  he  was  incapable  by  the  Law  of  England 
of  taking  an  Oath.  In  his  opinion,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  belief  of  the  Defendant  was  an  issue 
of  fact  which  must  be  decided  by  the  Jury  in 
precisely  the  same  way  as  they  decided  other 
issues  of  fact,  and  any  evidence  relevant  to 
that  issue  was  admissible. 

"It  was  said  that  the  House  of  Commons 
must  have  a  knowledge  of  the  state  of  mind  of 
the  person  pretending  to  take  the  Oath  at  tho 
time  he  took  it;  but,  in  his  opinion,  if  tho 
House  of  Commons  had  no  knowledge  whatever 
that  the  person  pretending  to  take  the  Oath  had 
no  Irlief  in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being* 
or  that  his  conscience  was  not  bound  by  tho 
Oath,  if  it  should  subsequently  come  to  tho 
knowli  Jgo  of  tho  Attorney  General  that  the 
Member  having  gone  through  tho  form  of 
taking  the  Oath  did  not  regard  himself  as 
l>ound  by  it,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  commenco 
X^ recced iogs  against  him  under  this  statute. 

•*  Ho  hopod  it  would  be  thoroughly  und'^r* 
sto-vi  from  the  Julgment  of  that  Court,  that  it 
was  impossible  by  an  artifice,  by  any  subter- 
fuge, by  any  daring,  or  by  any  fore*,  for  any 
MemWr  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  avoid  or 
orade  the  penal  consequences  of  this  statute, 
and  that  any  anch  Member  who  should  take 
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hU  ieat  without  Uking  the  Oath  within  the 
meanini^  of  the  Act  would  ho  liable  to  tho 
pmaltacs  impoeed  by  the  atatate,  oroa  if  the 
Iloitec  of  Commoiia  itaelf  were  not  only  to 
rvf uae  him  leave  to  ho  sworn  but  wcro  actually 
to  paa  a  Heeolution  pennitting  him  to  be 
•worn.  As  long  as  the  Defendant  remained  in 
his  proaent  tlato  of  mind,  ho  would  be  inca- 
pable of  taking  the  Oath  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Act ;  and,  if  he  took  his  seat  without  taking 
the  Oath,  he  would  be  liable  to  the  ponaltios 
impoeed.*'  Against  this  decision  the  Defendant 
has  appealed,  and  that  Appeal  is  now  pending 
in  the  Uottse  of  liords. 

In  the  orrnt  of  Charles  Dradlaugh  presenting 
himsrlf  to  take  the  0.%th  of  Allegiance,  or  to 
mftka  an  Affirmation,  as  prescribed  by  the  Far* 
lixmentary  Oaths  Act,  18C6,  we  submit  that  ho 
is  not  entitled  to  take  the  said  Oath  or  to 
Afirm ;  thai  he  is  disqualified  because  of  the 
facts  and  circnmstancea  hereinbefore  stated^ 
and  which,  as  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
m-ms,  we  now  formally  bring  under  your 
tt'Hi'^e  as  Speaker  thereof:  and  wo  protest 
s^nst  the  asid  Oath  being  administered  to  the 
Slid  Charles  Bradlaugh,  or  his  being  allowed  to 
m«ke  an  Affirmation,  pending  judgment  on  his 
App«^  by  the  Houm  of  Lords,  or  until  this 
Uovae  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  of  delibe- 
rating and  rsaolring  on  the   question  raised 

h<.tvin. 

HfxaT  Cecil  Haiki^ 

Hembtr  for  Cambridge  University. 

JoHSr   n.    KtXXAWAT, 

Member  fi^r  the  lloniton  Division  of 
the  County  of  Devon. 

Then  sereral  other  Members  took  and 
auKtcribed  tho  Oftth ;  and  several  other 
M«*inbers  made  and  subscribed  the 
Aflnnaliott  required  bj  Law. 

Honae  adjourned  at  half  after 

Five  o*clook  tiU  Two 

o'clock  To-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    L0BD8, 


S^Teral  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

The  Lord  Bishop  uf  Chester — ^Took 
the  Oath  for  tho  first  time. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Sjuthtrell— Took 
the  Oath  for  the  first  time. 

Hooss  adiouiaad  at  Four  o*clock«  to 
Tttssday  nest.  Two  o*Qk>ek. 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 

T/iursdajfy  Uih  January,  188G. 


Tho  House  met  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

SoToral  other  Members  took  and  sub* 
scribed  the  Onth,  and  one  other  Member 
mado  and  subscribed  the  Affirmation 
according  to  Law. 

Notice  boin^  taken  that  the  Honour- 
able Kobert  Torrens  O'Neill^  rotumod 
OS  Member  for  Mid-Antrim,  was  by  a 
clerical  error  described  in  the  Return  as 
the  Honourable  Edward  O'Neill,  and 
Lord  Arthur  Hill,  Member  for  West 
Down,  haying  stated  on  his  own  know- 
ledge that  tne  names  of  the  Member 
for  Mid-Antrim  were  Bobert  Torrens 
O'NeiU ; 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
do  attend  the  House  forthwith  with  tho 
Boturn  for  Mid-Antrim,  and  amend  tho 
same  by  striking  out  the  word  ''Edward," 
and  inserting  the  words  ''Bobert  Tor- 


rens. 


f) 


And  the  Clurk  of  the  Crown  attended 
and  amended  the  said  Betum  accord- 
ingly. 

Iloufo  ad)oumod  at  half  after 

Three  o'clock  tUl  Two 

o'clock  To*morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  loth  January,  1886. 


The  House  mot  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

Several  Members  took  and  subscribod 
the  Oath. 

JleMoIred,  That  this  House  will,  at  tho 
rising  of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn 
till  U'idnnday  next,  at  Two  of  the  clock. 
~(J/r.  Akirt'DimgUs.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 

after  Three  o'clock  till 

Wednesday  next. 


81 


The  Quien^9 


{LOBDS} 


Speech, 


82 


HOUSE     OP     LOBDS, 

Tuesday,  19/A  January,  1886. 


Several  Lords^Took  the  Oath. 

SAT  FIRST. 

Tho  Earl  of  Wilton— after  the  death 
of  his  brother. 

Tho  Duke  o£  Newcastle— after  tho 
death  of  his  father. 

Tho  Marquess  of  Abercom— after  tho 
death  of  his  father. 

NEW  PEERS. 

Sir  Thomas  Batoson,  Baronet,  having 
been  created  Baron  Deramore  of  Bolvoir 
in  the  county  of  Down — Was  (in  the 
usual  manner)  introduced. 

Garnet  Joseph  Baron  Wolselej,  G.C.B., 
G.C.M.O.,  General  and  General  Officer 
Commanding -in -Chief  the  Forces  in 
Egypt,  having  been  created  Viscount 
Wolseloy  of  Wolseley  in  the  county  of 
Stafford — Was  (in  the  usual  manner) 
introduced. 

Henry  John  Montagu-Douglas-Scott, 
commonly  called  Lord  Henry  John 
Montagu -Douglas -Scott,  having  been 
created  Baron  Montagu  of  Bcaulieu  in 
the  county  of  Southampton— Was  (in 
the  usual  manner)  introduced. 

The  Eight  Honourable  Charles  John 
Baron  Cjlvillo  of  Culross  in  that  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  called  Scotland, 
K.T.,  having  been  created  Baron  Col- 
ville  of  Culross  in  the  county  of  Forth 
— Was  (in  the  usual  manner)  intro- 
duced. 

Several  Lords — Took  tho  Oath. 

HouBO  adjijumiHl  at  a  quarter  past 

Four  o*cIock,  to  Thond.iy 

next,  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
irrlHisliy^  20M  January,  IbSG. 


Tho  Houio  met  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

Several  other  Members  took  aod  « ab- 
scribe!  tho  Oath. 

liottK  adjourned  at  a  i]ti.irt(r  Uf^rc 
Foot  o'clock  tiU  To-morrow. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Thursday,  2Ut  January,  1886. 


MINUTES.]— PunLic   Bill— lVr*<   neading-^ 
Pariah  Churches*  (6). 

Prayebs. 

Several  Lords— Took  tho  Oath. 

SAT  FIRST. 

Tho  Viscount  Halifax — after  tho  death 
of  his  father. 

THE  QUEENS  SPEECH. 

The  QuEEX  being  seated  on  tho 
Throne,  and  the  Commons  being  at  the 
Bar,  with  their  Speaker,  the  IiOi*d 
Chancellor,  taking  directions  from  Her 
Majesty,  delivered  Her  Majesty's  most 
gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
Cament,  as  follows: — 

"  J/y  Lords,  and  Oentlemen, 
"My  relations  with  other  Powers 
continue  to  be  of  a  friendly  character. 
"The  difference  which  existed, 
when  I  last  addressed  you,  between 
my  Government  and  that  of  Russia,  on 
the  subject  of  tho  boundaries  of  Af- 
frhanistnn,  has  been  satisfactorily  ad- 
ju^ted.  In  pursuance  of  a  Convention 
which  will  be  laid  before  you,  the 
English  and  Russian  Commissioners, 
with  the  full  concurrence  of  my  iiUy, 
the  Amir  of  Afghanistan,  have  been 
engaged  in  demarcating  the  frontier  of 
that  country.  I  trust  that  their  work, 
which  is  already  far  advanced,  may 
tend  to  secure  the  continuance  of  i)eacc 
in  Central  Asia. 

"  A  ribing  in  Eastern  Roumelia  has 
^iven  exprcKKiun  to  the  desire  of  the  in- 
habitants for  a  change  in  the  political 
arrangements  under  which  they  were 
plaocd  by  the  Treaty  of  Berlin.  My 
objt'ct,  in  the  negotiations  which  have 
followcil,  has  been  to  bring  them,  ac- 
cording (u  their  wish,  under  the  rule 
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of  the  Prince  of  Bulgaria,  whQe  main- 
taining onimpaired  the  essential  rights 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Sultan. 

"  Under  a  Convention  which  has 
been  concluded  with  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
( 'ummissioners  have  been  appointed  on 
behalf  of  England  and  Turkey  to  con- 
fer with  Qis  HighneM  the  Khedive, 
and  to  report  u|)on  the  measures  re- 
quired for  securing  the  defence  of  Ejrypt 
and  the  stability  and  efficiency  of  the 
Government  in  that  country. 

"  Greatly  to  my  regret,  I  was  com- 
pelled in  the  month  of  November  to 
declare  war  against  Theebaw,  the  King 
of  Ava.  Acts  of  hostility  on  his  part 
against  my  subjects  and  the  interests 
of  my  Empire  had,  since  his  accession, 
been  deliberate  and  continuous.  These 
had  necessitated  the  withdrawal  of  my 
Representative  from  hispourt ;  and  my 
denumdsfor  redress  were  sjrstematically 
evaded  and  disregarded.  An  attempt 
to  confiscate  the  property  of  my  sub- 
j<>cts  trading  under  agreement  in  his 
dominions,  and  a  refusal  to  settle  the 
duiputo  by  arbitration,  convinced  me 
tliat  the  protection  of  British  life  and 
property,  and  the  cessation  of  dan- 
gerous anarchy  in  Upper  Burmah, 
could  only  be  effected  by  force  of  arms. 
The  gallantry  of  my  Euroi)ean  and 
Indian  forces,  under  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral  Sir  Harry  Prendergnst,  rapidly 
brought  the  country  under  my  power, 
and  I  hare  decided  that  the  most  cer- 
tain method  of  insuring  peace  and 
<>rdcr  in  those  regions  is  to  be  found 
tn  the  permanent  incorporation  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ava  with  my  Empire. 
Papers  on  this  subject  will  be  imme- 
diately laid  before  you. 

'*  The  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
I  assume«l  the  direct  government  of 
India  makes  it  desirable  that  the  o|)e- 
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ration  of  the  Statutes  by  which  that 
change  was  effected  should  be  care- 
fully investigated.  I  commend  this 
important  matter  to  your  earnest  atten- 
tion. 

*'  A  protracted  negotiation  respecting 
the  rights  of  the  llepublic  of  France 
on  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland  under 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  has  been  brought 
to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  by  an 
Agreement,  which  will  be  laid  before 
you  and  before  the  Legislature  of  New- 
foundland as  soon  as  it  assembles.  An 
Agreement  has  also  been  made  with 
Spain,  securing  to  this  country  all 
commercial  rights  granted  to  Germany 
in  the  Caroline  Islands. 

"  Your  consent  will  be  asked  to 
legislative  measures  rendered  neces- 
sary by  a  Convention  on  the  subject  of 
International  Copyright  to  which  I 
have  agreed. 


"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Com- 
moTiSt 

'*  The  Estimates  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  ensuing  year,  which  have  been 
framed  with  a  due  regard  to  efficiency 
and  economy,  will  be  submitted  to  you. 

"  My  LordSf  and  Oentlemen^ 
**  I  regret  to  say  that  no  material 
improvement  can  be  noted  in  the  con- 
dition of  trade  or  agriculture.  I  feel 
the  deepest  sympathy  for  the  great 
number  of  persons,  in  many  voca- 
tions of  life,  who  are  suffering  under 
a  pressure,  which  I  trust  will  prove  to 
be  transient. 

"  I  have  seen  with  deep  sorrow  the 
renewal,  since  I  last  addressed  you,  of 
the  attempt  to  excite  the  people  of  Ire- 
land to  hostility  against  the  Legislative 
Union  between  that  country  and  Great 
Britain.  I  am  resolutely  opposed  to 
any  disturbance  of  that  fundamental 
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law,  and  in  resisting  it  I  am  convinced 
that  I  shall  be  heartily  supported  by 
my  Parliament  and  my  people. 

"  The  social  no  less  than  the  mate- 
rial condition  of  that  country  engages 
my  anxious  attention.  Although  there 
has  been  during  the  last  year  no 
marked  increase  of  serious  crime,  there 
is  in  many  places  a  concerted  resistance 
to  the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations ; 
and  I  regret  that  the  practice  of  or- 
ganized intimidation  continues  to  exist. 
I  have  caused  every  exertion  to  be 
used  for  the  detection  and  punishment 
of  these  crimes :  and  no  effort  will  be 
spared  on  the  part  of  my  Oovemment 
to  protect  my  Irish  subjects  in  the 
exercise  of  their  legal  rights  and  the 
enjoyment  of  individual  liberty.  If, 
as  my  information  leads  me  to  appre- 
hend, the  existing  provisions  of  the 
law  should  prove  to  be  inadequate  to 
cope  with  these  growing  evils,  I  look 
with  confidence  to  your  willingness  to 
invest  my  Government  with  all  neces- 
saiy  powers. 

''  Bills  will  be  submitted  to  you  for 
transferring  to  representative  Councils 
in  the  counties  of  Oreat  Britain  local 
business  which  is  now  transacted  by  the 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  other 
authorities.  A  measure  for  the  reform 
of  county  government  in  Ireland  is  also 
in  preparation.  These  measures  will 
involve  the  consideration  of  the  present 
incidence  of  local  burdens* 

"  A  Bill  for  facilitating  the  sale  of 
glebe  lands,  in  a  manner  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  rural  ]>opulatiou,  will  also 
be  submitted  to  you  ;  as  ab<o  Bills  for 
removing  the  difficulties  which  prevent 
the  easy  and  cheap  transfer  of  land  ; 
for  mitigating  the  distressed  condition 
of  the  poorer  clasKS  in  the  Western 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scothmd ; 


for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
accidents  in  mines ;  for  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Railway  Commission  in 
respect  to  the  regulation  of  rates  ;  and 
for  the  codification  of  the  criminal  law. 

"  I  trust  that  results  beneficial  to 
the  cause  of  education  may  issue  from 
a  Royal  Commission,  which  I  have 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  working 
of  the  Education  Acts. 

"  The  prompt  and  effective  dispatch 
of  the  important  business  which,  in 
an  ever-growing  proportion,  falls  to 
you  to  transact,  will,  I  doubt  not, 
occupy  your  attention. 

*^  In  these  and  in  all  other  matters 
pertaining  to  your  high  functions,  I 
earnestly  commend  you  to  the  keeping 
and  guidance  of  Almighty  God." 

Then  Her  Majesty  retired. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 

House  resumed. 

Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

NEW  PEER. 

^  John  Henrv  Lord  Fermanagh — Was 
(in  the  usual  manner)  introduced  by 
virtue  of  a  Patent  dated  the  thirteenth 
day  of  January  1 876,  his  father,  tho  first 
Baron  (Earl  of  £me  in  the  Peerage  of 
Ireland,  a  representative  Peer  for  Ire* 
land),  who  was  created  by  such  Patent, 
never  having  taken  his  £eat  as  Lord 
Fermanagh. 

SELECT  VESTRIES. 
Bill,  fTQ/^rrndf  read  l\ 

THE  QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 

ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 

MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRAaOUS  SPEECH. 

The  QuEsv's  SpsEcn  rtporUd  by  The 

LoBI>  CUANCXLLOB. 

Thk  Dm  OF  ABEBCOBN  (who  wore 
tho  uniform  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Donegal)  said :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  pro- 
pose that  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  Uer  Maj<^8ty  in  reply  to  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and 
in  doing  this  I  have  to  crave  that  indul- 
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g«iiM  ftom  voiir  Lordthipt  whicli  is 
Always  aooorded  to  one  who  addresses 
Toor  LordshiDs  for  the  first  time. 

I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  coDsratulate 
Parliament  that  Her  Majesty  nas  con- 
descended to  open  it  in  person.  The 
present  Parliament  opens  with  grave  re- 
sponsibilities upon  those  who  havo  the 
siaministration  of  affairs  in  their  hands. 
UueationsofTital  moment  snd  importance 
affecting  the  safety  of  the  Empire  will 
have  to  bo  discussed,  and  the  country 
will  earefully  scrutinize  them ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  treated  by  a 
Parliament  elected  for  the  fir6t  time 
under  household  suffrage  will  be 
earnestly  watched.  There  will  no  doubt 
)>u  many  diHiculties  to  contend  against ; 
but  I  feel  confident  that  the  abihties  of 
the  noble  Marquess  and  the  Prime 
Minist4*r,  assist od  by  his  Colleagues  in 
the  Cabinet,  will  be  able  to  carry  them 
through  all  the  difficulties  that  surround 
them. 

The  country  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  friendly  character  of  its  relations 
with  Foreign  Powers,  and  I  trust  it  will 
not  bo  considered  presumptuous  in  me  if 
I  say  that  much  or  that  tranquillity  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  sagacity  and  states- 
manlike  qualities  of  the  noble  Marquess 
at  the  h<*ad  of  the  Goremment.  The 
c*omDlications  that  lately  existed  between 
England  and  Russia  with  regard  to  the 
df'ltmitation  of  the  Afghan  Frontier,  and 
which  some  time  since  threatened  to  be 
of  a  serious  character,  are  now  about  to 
be  satisfactorily  arranged,  and  the  terms 
of  the  Convention  on  this  very  important 
Rubjeet  will  shortly  be  laid  before  your 
Lorashtps.  Hangers  in  regard  to  this 
matter  at  one  time  were  imminent ;  but 
owing  to  the  ability  shown  by  the 
Boundary  Commissioners  on  both  sides 
all  fears  on  this  ground  have  passed 
awapr.  The  rising  in  Eastern  Boumelia 
having  subsided,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  present  cassation  of  hostilities  may 
rsstut  in  a  lasting  peace,  and  it  is  also 
to  be  deftircd  that  the  minor  States  in 
the  East  of  Ettn>pe  will  not  in  any  way 
endeavour  to  re-kindK<  a  fiame  that  has 
already  been  the  c^uso  of  so  groat  a 
sacrifice  of  life  and  limb.  Evenom* 
moiit  regret  a  war,  however  small  it  n.ay 
be,  bnt  the  surct^n^  of  the  small  war  that 
Her  Majesty  has  lately  boon  cH»m]MlI«'l 
to  wage  against  th««  King  of  Ava  cuncot 
bo  denied  by  anybody ;  and  the  success 
of  thai  war  must  in  a  great  manner  be 


attributed  to  the  prompt  measures  of  the 
talented  Viceroy  of  India  supported  by 
a  united  Cabinet  at  home,  and  to  the 
energetic  action  of  the  Commander,  Sir 
Harry  Prondorgast,  who,  with  the  smsU 
army  under  his  command,  so  ably  carried 
out  his  instructions.  The  incorporation 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Ava  with  Her  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  and  the  consequent 
opening  up  of  the  country  will  give 
goneral  satisfaction  to  the  many  mor- 
chantd  and  traders,  both  at  homo  and 
abroad,  who  are  trading  with  the  distant 
parts  of  tho  Empire. 

But  when  we  turn  from  the  peaceful 
aspect  of  affairs  abroad  and  cast  our 
eyes  nearer  home  we  find  a  cloud  of 
gloom  hanging  over  a  part  of  this 
Kingdom,  i  refer  to  Ireland.  During 
tho  short  time  Her  Majesty's  present 
( rovornment  havo  been  in  Office  the  noble 
Karl  the  Viceroy  of  Ireland  (the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon)  has  endeavoured  to  rule  that 
country  iu  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  im- 
partiality, and  I  feel  certain  that  many 
noble  Lords  in  the  House  will  regret  tho 
cause  that  has  deprived  Ireland  of  the 
service  of  a  Nobleman  of  such  acknow- 
ledged learning,  intellectual  ability,  and 
unvarying  sympathy  and  courtesy.  But 
those  to  whom  the  hand  of  conciliation 
has  been  extended  have  not  responded. 
Those  who  might  have  been  friends 
have  declared  themselves  foes.  Her  Ma- 
jesty, in  Her  Oracious  Speech,  has  men- 
tioned three  points.  She  has  alluded,  in 
tho  first  place,  to  the  absolute  necessity 
of  the  Union  between  Ireland  and  Eng- 
land. Secondly,  she  has  alluded  to  the 
concerted  resistance  to  legal  obligations, 
and  thirdly  to  the  reinforcement  of  those 
obligations,  if  necessary,  by  additional 
powers.  Her  Majesty  has  in  Her 
Gracious  Speech  expressed  her  deter- 
mination to  maintain  the  Legislative 
Union  between  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain,  and  that  resolute  sentiment  will 
be  received  with  joy  throughout  the 
land,  especially  by  the  Loyalists  in  Ire- 
land, and  it  will  give  confidence  and 
courage  to  them,  and  to  those  who  are 
aLt>ut  to  j(iin  in  the  coming  struggle. 
There  is  no  uiuortainty  in  those  toii09, 
and  I  fi<«l  ciuro  that  tho  trust  expro^^^i'd 
by  Hit  Mujcfety  in  her  peoph*  to  aid  hor 
1  in  the  prp.-iut  emergency  will  be  recipro- 
,  cat«d  far  and  wido  by  them  all.  'ihe 
country  will  njoi^-e  to  hear  of  the  fixed 
determination  of  Her  Majesty  no  longer 
to  tsubmit  to  a  state  of  anarchy  and  re- 
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Tolt  against  the  law,  and  to  the  cruelty 
and  peraeoution  practised  in  many  parts 
of  Ireland.  I  regret  to  say  that  capital  is 
no  longer  being  invested  in  that  country, 
trade  is  at  a  standstill,  property  is  with- 
out security,  and  in  some  parts  of  Ire- 
land even  life  is  insecure,  and  the  coun- 
try is  gradually  sinking  into  ruin.  Her 
Majesty  adds  that  although  there  has 
been  during  the  past  year  no  marked 
increase  of  serious  crime,  there  is  in 
many  places  a  concerted  resistance  to 
the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations. 
The  first  part  of  this  statement,  my 
Lords,  is  satisfactory;  but  the  latter 
part  shows  that  the  spirit  of  lawlessness 
and  intimidation  pervades  the  country. 
The  unwritten  law  of  the  National 
League  is  often  stronger  than  the  law 
of  the  land.  No  one  living  out  of  Ire- 
land can  adequately  realize  the  power 
and  tyranny  of  the  National  League. 
New  branches  are  being  formed  in  all 
directions,  and  having  originated  in  the 
South  have  now  penetrated  into  Ulster. 
Like  an  octopus  with  its  large  out- 
spreading arms,  it  is  drawing  everything 
into  its  power.  ** Boycotting,"  which  is 
the  League's  machinery,  is  the  most 
cruel  system  of  persecution  that  could 
be  devised.  Respectable  merchants  and 
tradesmen  have  been  ruined  by  it; 
whole  families  have  been  nearly  starved 
by  it.  I  could  mention  a  case  where  a 
National  schoolmistress  was  "  Boycot- 
ted" b<»cause  her  father,  a  postmaster^ 
permitted  letters  containing  writs  to  pass 
through  his  ofRce;  blacksmiths  have 
been  *  *  Boycotted  "  for  shoeing  the  horses 
of  **  Boycotted  "  persons.  Commercial 
travellers  are  sometimes  "Boycotted" 
for  going  to  the  wrong  hotel.  But,  my 
Lords,  if  this  practice  of  "  Boycotting '^^ 
is  cruel  to  the  living,  what  can  be  said 
of  it  when  it  is  applied  to  the  dead? 
There  are  even  cases  in  which  the 
friends  of  a  dead  man,  who  when  alive 
had  been  "  Bovootted,"  cannot  procure 
a  coffin  in  which  to  bury  him,  and 
where  the  Mrish  priest,  through  fear, 
has  dedinea  to  perform  the  bunal  rites. 
There  are  many  courageous  and  brave 
men,  chiefly  Boman  Catholics,  who  have 
resisted  and  are  still  resisting  this  out- 
rageous persecution ;  but  by  the  igno- 
rant it  is  thought  to  be  of  no  use  resist- 
ing, since  the  Nationalist  Party  would 
be  rare  eventually  to  have  their  own 
way.  It  may  be  asked  how  it  is  that, 
in  such  a  state  of  things,  we  do  not 
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hear  the  appeals  of  the  sufferers?  But 
to  whom  could  these  appeals  be  made  ? 
The  authorities  when  applied  to  in  many 
cases  reply  that  they  have  no  power  to 
interfere,  as  no  breach  of  the  law  has 
taken  place.  If  they  write  to  the  local 
Press  of  Ireland  their  appeals  do  not 
extend  beyond  the  shores  of  that  coun- 
try. If  they  could  appeal  to  the  people 
of  England,  who  are  always  sensible  to 
injustice  and  to  the  wrongs  of  others, 
their  appeal  would,  I  feel  sure,  not  be  in 
vain.  Her  Majesty  further  declares 
that  no  effort  will  be  spared  on  the  part 
of  her  (Tovemment  to  protect  her  sub- 
jects in  the  enjoyment  of  their  legal 
rights,  and  that  if  the  existing  pro- 
visions are  not  sufficient,  farther  ne- 
cessary powers  will  be  applied  for. 
I  assume,  though  with  much  regret, 
that  these  powers  will  be  necessary; 
and  if  enforced,  many  a  man  now  a 
slave  under  the  laws  of  the  National 
League  will  become  free  under  the  law 
of  the  land.  It  is  manifest  that, 
although  the  extended  franchise  has 
conferred  privileges  and  benefits  upon 
tens  of  thousands  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, it  cannot  be  said  to  have  conferred 
unmixed  benefit  upon  the  country  at 
large ;  for  it  has  given  unlimited  power 
to  a  large  section  of  the  people  in  Ire- 
land who  are  hostile  to  the  connection 
between  the  two  countries.  This  Con- 
stitutional power,  however,  when  sup- 
ported by  unconstitutional  agencies,  will 
havo  to  be  dealt  with. 

If  not  wearying  your  Lordships,  I 
should  like  to  refer  to  the  paramount 
importance  of  that  portion  of  Her  ^fa- 
joHty's  Gracious  Speech  which  alludes 
to  the  Union  between  England  and  Ire- 
land. For  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  Empire  a  doubtful  voice  has  been 
raised  by  a  responsible  statesman  as  to 
the  advisability  of  maintaining  the  in* 
teg^ty  of  the  Empire.  Far  better  would 
it  have  been  if  that  voice  had  never 
been  raised,  for  it  has  only  been  re- 
echoed back  iu  dismay  and  distrust  by 
those  whom  it  intended  to  persuade.  In 
the  history  of  a  nation  there  arc  periods 
when  a  momentous  question  has  to  be 
considered  ;  when  the  circumstances  are 
such  as  call  for  a  decision ;  and  when 
upon  that  decision  depends  whether  that 
nation  is  to  survive  in  undiminished 
power  or  sink  in  disaster  and  disgrace, 
buch  a  time  has  now,  I  think,  arrived, 
and  such  a  queetion  is  now  before  the 
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people  of  (2reat  Britaio.    The  qucntion 
of   the  diAmemberaient  of  tho  Empire 
haft  been  discussed  by  many  from  th(* 
point    of   Tiew  of    Kuglibh   advantage 
alone,  and  by  others  from  the  point  of 
^iew  of  tho  advantage  of  Ireland;  but 
ftmall   wi  ight  has   been   given  to    tho 
ilaims  of    tho  loyul  minority  in   that 
country.     Ilavo  th«»  p'oplo  of  Scotland, 
who  fo'low  with  afTi'ctiou  thoir  kith  and 
kin    to    every  dibtant  quarter  of    tho 
|rlol>e,  reallxod  tho  fuct  that  within  20 
or  30  miles  of  their  own  shore  there  is  a 
loyal  population — Irishmen,  no  doubt, 
but  of  i^i-ottish  de54-cnt — ono  with  tlioni 
in  language,  in  customs,  and  in  r<*ligion 
—  a  population  which  at  tho  pro^ont 
momont  is   in  serious  peril,  struggling 
for  its  very  oxifrtenco  againnt  those  who 
r«»guri  thf^m  as  euemii*^  and    aliens? 
MonM>Ter,  liavo  tho  people  of  England 
realized   that   a   largo   ixirtion   of    tho 
fiopuUtion  of  Ireland  which  is  of  thoir 
own  race  and  creed  hiui,  through  good 
and  rvil  report,  alike  in  wral  and  woo, 
for  more  than  two  centuries  maintained 
their  loyalty  to   England,  has  been   a 
ctinnecting  link  between  England  and 
IrelMid,  and  has,  no  doubt,  largely  con- 
tributed to  the  well-being  of  both  coun- 
tries?   There  is  again,  in  Ireland,   a 
considerable  IComan  Catholic  element, 
who  have  always  clung  to  the  Union  as 
their  only  protection  against  the  never- 
ending  ez|>erimt*nta  of   schemers    and 
dreamers  who   in    many  ways  endea- 
voured to  upset  tho  existing  state  of 
things.      To  saerifico    them   would   be 
even  more  disgraceful.    I  do  not  believe 
that  we  are  doomed  to  witness  such  an 
act  of  treachery.     Is  Scotland,  is  Eng- 
land, prepared  to  abandon  to  the  faction 
of  treason  and  disloyalty  those  who  so 
loyally  and  so  devotedly  have  clung  to 
thVm  for  io  manv  years — those  who  for 
■«>    long  have    been    their    stauuchest 
friends  and  allies?     I  believe  that  such 
a  thing  in  not  |N>>hi)dt>.     8uch  a  proceed- 
ing Would  b<>  c«>ntrary  to  all  the  tradi- 
tii>ns  of   British  statcsmannhip,   would 
ahatt«*r  emfidenco in  British  honour,  and 
would  ultimately  lead  to  the  ignominious 
fall  of  the  greatest  Empire  the  world  has 
ever  seen.    It  would,  indeed,  be  a  dan- 
gerous thing  to  aUow  the  formation  of 
a  hostile  Govenunent  at  Englaud^s  very 
door;  but  it  would  bo  still  more  dan- 
gerous to  show  to  the  world  that  Eng- 
laad  has  betrayed  her  staunchest friends, 
who  put  their  confidenoe  in  her  in  vain. 


I  do  not  boliovo  that  any  British  states- 
njiin,  whether  ho  bo  Gonsc  n*ativo,  Libo- 
ral,  or  Radical,  whether  he  holds  tho 
institutioi.9  and  <ib1igati(>ns  of  tho  past 
in  high  repute  or  low  repute,  would  bo 
tempted  to  sanction  tho  dismemberment 
of  tho  Empire  for  the  sake  of  Party  exi- 
gencies. \Voro  ho  to  do  so,  he  would  no 
longer  deservo  to  bo  classed  as  a  states- 
man or  a  leader  of  tho  peoplo  of  this 
great  country.  IJuving  tho  privilege  of 
living  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  at 
present  thero  is  peacM>  and  quietudo,  I 
bympathizo  with  those  in  the  South, 
though  unablo  to  help  them  without  the 
authority  and  support  of  the  law.  II er 
Majesty  has  plainly  iudieatod  the  courKO 
that  will  bo  pursued.  The  Ijoyalints  will 
bo  supported,  and  those  who  are  weak 
and  trodd<*n  down  by  others.  Lawless- 
noss  and  intimidation  will  not  be  allowed 
to  reign  supremo.  Tho  issue  must  soon 
bo  divided,  and  the  British  nation  must 
be  at  once  awakened  to  tho  danger  that 
threatens  it.  Then  it  will  be  seen  whe- 
ther England  and  Scotland  arc  true  to 
the  past  or  false  to  the  future.  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  move  this  humble  Ad- 
dress in  rejily  to  Her  Majesty's  Qracious 
Speech  from  tho  Throne. 

MohT  Gracioi'k  So%*EUP.iav, 

**  We,  Your  M:iJ4'.sty*8  mufit  datiful  and  loyal 
8ul»JM'tii,  tho  Lords  Sjiiiitual  and  Tompornl,  in 
Parliumoni  aM<'mMcd,  Ik*^  Icavo  to  offer  our 
humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  gracious 
Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addrewed  to 
both  lIouMA  of  Parliament. 

•*  We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
forming UB  that  Your  Majesty**  relations  with 
other  Powers  continue  to  be  of  a  friendly 
character. 

••  Wo  thank  Your  ifojcsty  for  informing  us 
that  the  diffen^nco  which  existed,  when  Your 
Mii-iftty  lost  addicsMd  us,  between  Your  Ma- 
jc«t}*8  ivovemmtnt  and  that  of  Hussia,  on  the 
subject  of  th'j  bound.uics  of  AfK^'Uiistin,  has 
U-vn  Mitisf:K  t<irily  adjusted,  and  that,  in  pur* 
suanco  of  a  Convention  wliich  will  bo  laid 
before  us,  tho  English  and  Russian  Tommis- 
siwners,  with  tlio  full  concurrence  of  Your  Ma- 
jisty's  ally,  the  Amir  of  Afghanistan,  have  Uen 
en:?ngcd  in  demarcating  the  frontier  of  that 
country.  We  loam  with  satisfaction  that  Your 
Majfsty  trusts  tlmt  their  work  may  tend  to 
secure  the  cootinusnce  of  peace  in  Central  Asia* 

••We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
fonainy  us  that  a  rinng  in  Eastern  Boomelia 
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lias  giTCn  expression  to  the  desire  of  the  in- 
habitants for  a  change  in  the  political  arrange- 
ments under  which  they  were  placed  by  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin,  and  that  Your  Majesty's 
object,  in  the  negotiations  which  have  followed, 
has  been  to  bring  them,  according  to  their 
wish,  nndcr  the  rule  of  the  Trincc  of  Bulgaria, 
while  maintaining  unimpaired  the  essential 
rights  of  Uis  Imperial  Majesty  the  Sultan. 

"We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  under  a  Convention  concluded  with  the 
Ottoman  Porto,  Commissioners  have  been 
appointed  on  b(»half  of  England  and  Turkey 
to  confer  with  His  Highness  tho  Khedive,  and 
to  report  upon  tho  measures  required  for  sccur- 
ing  tho  defence  of  Kgypt  and  tho  stability  and 
efficiency  of  tho  government  in  that  country. 

"Wo  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
fonning  us  that,  greatly  to  your  regret,  Your 
Majesty  was  compelled,  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, to  d«>clare  war  against  Theebaw,  tho  King 
of  Ava;  that  acts  of  hostility  on  his  part 
against  your  subjects  and  the  interests  of  your 
Empif«  had,  since  his  accession,  been  deliberate 
and  continuous ;  that  these  had  necesiitaU-d  the 
withdrawal  of  your  Representative  from  his 
Court ;  and  that  your  demands  for  redress  were 
systematically  evaded  and  disregarded.  We 
thank  Your  Majesty  fur  informing  us  that  an 
attempt  to  confiscate  tho  property  of  your  sub- 
jects trading  under  agreement  in  his  dominions, 
and  a  refusal  to  settle  the  dispute  by  arbitra- 
tion, convinced  Your  Majesty  that  tho  protec- 
tion of  British  life  and  property,  and  the  cotwi- 
tion  of  dangerous  anarchy  in  Upper  Burmaht 
could  only  bn  effected  by  force  of  arms.  We 
learn  with  satisfaction  that  the  gallantry  of 
Your  Majesty's  European  snd  Indian  forces, 
under  Lieutenant -(tcncral  Sir  Uarry  Prender- 
gAst,  rapidly  brought  tho  country  undor  your 
power,  snd  we  humbly  thank  Your  ilajt'sty  for 
informing  us  that  Your  Maj*^*ty  has  dccidtd  that 
tho  mo^t  certain  method  of  insuring  peace  and 
order  in  tho^  r«j:i"ns  is  to  bo  fund  in  tho 
ptrroanent  incorporation  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Ava  nith  your  Empim. 

*•  Wo  thankfVour  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  the  lime  which  has  eUpstd  since  Your 
Majesty  assumed  the  din  ct  government  of  India 
makes  it  desirable  that  tho  operation  of  the 
Statutes  by  which  that  change  was  clTcttid 
should  be  carefully  investigated,  and  for  tom- 
mcadtng  this  important  matter  to  our  earnest 


•*  We  Istfn  with  satiafactton  that  a  protrstted 
imotistlrin  rsspsctiAg  the  rights  of  the  Ee* 
^blk  of  Fiaacs  oo  the  coasls  ol  Nswfvttadliad 


under  tho  Treaty  of  Utrecht  has  bwn  brought 
to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  by  an  Agreement 
which  will  bo  laid  before  us,  and  before  tho 
Legislature  of  Newfoundland  as  soon  as  it 
assembles ;  and  that  an  Agreement  has  also 
been  made  with  Spain,  securing  to  this  country 
all  commercial  rights  granted  to  Germany  in  tho 
Caroline  Islands. 

"  Wo  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
form in?  us  that  our  consent  will  be  asked  to 
legislative  measures  rendered  necessary  by  a 
Convention  on  tho  subject  of  International 
Copyright  to  which  Your  Majesty  has  agreed. 

"  We  learn  with  regret  that  no  material  im- 
provement can  bo  noted  in  tho  condition  of  trade 
or  agriculture,  and  we  thank  Your  Majesty  for 
informing  us  that  Your  Majesty  feels  tho 
deepest  sympathy  for  the  great  number  of  per- 
sons, in  many  vocations  of  life,  who  aro  suffer- 
ing under  a  pressure,  which  Your  Majesty  trusts 
will  prove  to  bo  transient. 

"  We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
formnig  us  that  Your  Majesty  has  seen  with 
dof'p  sorrow  tho  renewal,  sinco  Your  ^lajeaty 
last  addressed  us,  of  tho  attempt  to  excite  tho 
people  of  Ireland  to  hostility  against  the  I«egis- 
lativc  Union  between  that  country  and  Great 
Britain;  that  Your  Majesty  is  resolutely 
opposed  to  any  diiiturbance  of  that  fundamental 
law,  and  that,  in  ro^idting  it,  Your  Majesty  is 
convinced  that  Your  ^lajesty  will  be  heartily 
suj>ported  by  your  Parliament  and  your  people. 

••  Wo  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  the  social  no  l«'8s  than  the  materail  condi- 
tion of  tliat  country  engages  your  anxious  atten- 
tion ;  that  althon-h  there  has  been  during  the 
last  year  no  niaiked  increase  of  serious  crime, 
there  is  in  many  plar  t-s  a  concerted  resistance  to 
the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations;  and  that 
Your  Muj.hty  rejrrots  that  the  practice  of 
orj;ani/*d  intimidation  continues  to  exist.  We 
humbly  thank  Your  Majt  sty  for  informing  us 
that  Your  Mn  jeaty  has  caused  every  exertion  to 
be  used  for  tho  detection  and  punishment  of 
th«  V  crimr^s :  that  no  ( ffort  will  be  spared  on  tho 
ptrt  I'f  your  (tovtmment  to  protect  your  Irish 
PiiV'.  tls  in  the  exercise  of  their  legal  rights  and 
tho  4nii.>ment  of  individual  liberty;  and  thai 
if,  as  your  information  leads  Your  Majesty  to 
Bii«r4h«nd.  the  existing  provisions  of  the  law 
should  provo  to  be  inadequate  to  cope  with  these 
growing  evils.  Your  Majesty  looks  with  ooiifl- 
denoe  to  our' willingness  to  invest  your  OoTsni* 
mnt  with  all  necessary  powers. 

**  We  join  with  Your  Majesty  in  tnistiog  that 
nsoUs  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  odacatioa  ma/ 
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i«iM  from  a  Rojsl  CommiMion  which  Your 
HAJfvty  hu  appointed  to  inqairo  into  the  work- 
iiif  of  tha  Edacation  Acta. 

**  We  humbly  aimxro  your  Majeaty  that  our 
oftnfttl  coniidcratioQ  shall  bo  given  to  tho  sab- 
jsx"ta  which  Your  Majesty  has  rocommcndod  to 
our  att4*nUon,  and  to  tho  measures  which  may 
be  fubmitted  to  us ;  and  wo  oarnesily  trust  that, 
with  r«*gard  to  thcs)  and  all  other  matters  per- 
tainiog  to  our  functions,  tho  keeping  and 
guidaaoo  of  Almighty  God  may  bo  vouchaafod 
tons.** 

Tn«  Eabl  of  SCARBROUQH  (who 
was  attired  in  a  Yoomanry  uniform) 
aaid :  My  Lords,  I  beg  to  second  the 
Motion  of  tho  noble  Duko,  and  in  the 
few  remarks  I  have  to  make  I  must  ask 
your  Lordships  to  oxtond  to  me  tUo  in- 
dulgence usually  granted  to  one  in  my 
poaition  addressing  your  Lordships' 
House  for  tho  first  timo.  In  tho  first 
f  lace,  I  humbly  beg  to  givo  expression 
to  the  very  groat  satisfaction  whicli  I 
feel,  and  which  I  am  convinced  is  felt 
not  merely  by  every  Member  of  the 
House,  but  throughout  the  whole  country, 
at  the  presenco  of  Her  Majesty  at  the 
ceremonial  of  to*day ;  and  1  venture  to 
hope  that  on  further  occasions  of  the 
same  nature  Her  Majesty  mav  bo  en- 
abled and  may  see  fit  to  afTord  similar 
cauae  for  congratulation,  and  eo  receive 
fresh  proof  of  the  feelings  of  loyalty  and 
d«*votion  to  tho  Grown  which  are  so 
deeply  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  Hor  Ma- 
j«-«tf's  subjects,  and  which  always  find 
r«-ady  esprofsion  on  the  appearance  of 
Her  Majesty  in  person  among  her 
peo|ile« 

\our  Lordships  will  agree  that  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  brings  to  the 
notice  of  Parliament  questions  of  the 
tttmuet  gravity  and  importance— ques- 
tiooa  the  treatment  and  discussion  of 
which  I  may  say  without  exaggeration 
will  be  looked  forward  to  by  the  whole 
country  with  tho  utmost  anxiety;  and 
this  bein^  tho  ca^*,  I  think  Her  Ma* 
jeety*s  Ministers  are  to  be  congratulated 
ott  the  plain  and  bold  statement  of  the 
general  line  of  policv  they  intend  to 
pnrsoe.  By  so  clearly  foreshadowing 
their  intentions,  they  enable  the  country 
the  more  readily  and  easily  to  compre- 
beod  the  ooarse  they  propose  to  take, 
and  thus  allay  to  a  great  extent  all  feel- 
ia^  of  naeertainty  which  may  have 
exuled,  and  at  the  same  time  tend  to 


increase  public  confidence  in  their  ad* 
ministration  of  affairs. 

In  roferenro  to  foreign  affairs  in  Her 
Majesty's  Speech,  I  cannot  help  noticing 
that  Hor  Majesty's  Ministers  have  one 
'  great  advantage  over  the  late  Oovem- 
,  ment  in  this  respect.    They  can  come 
I  and  meet  Parliament  with,  so  to  speak, 
.  a  clean  biJl  of  health  in  respect  to  their 
I  management  of  affairs  abroad.     They 
have  had  dangers    to  encounter,   and 
difficulties  to  avoid ;  but  they  have  no 
long  tale  of  disaster  and  defeat  to  ac- 
count for — no  disappointments  resulting 
from  an  unfortunate  foreign  policy  to 
explain  away.     In  proof  of  this,  your 
Lordships  will  observe  the  satisfactory 
reference  to  foreign  affairs  made  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  the  wel- 
come statement   that  the  relations  of 
this  country  with  Foreign  Powers  con- 
tinue to  be  of  a  friendly  character. 

In  respect  to  the  definition  of  the 
Afghan  Frontier,  it  seems  to  me,  my 
Lords,  that  the  grave  cause  for  anxiety 
which  existed  last  summer  in  reference 
to  this  question  has  entirely  disappeared ; 
and  I  look  upon  the  statement  that  the 
settlement  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
country  are  very  far  advanced  towards 
completion  as  an  assurance  of  the 
continuance  of  the  peace  in  Central 
Asia. 

In  Eastern  Europe  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  in  conjunction  with  Uie 
other  Oreat  Powers,  have  been  success- 
ful in  their  endeavour  to  localize  the 
disturbances  which  have  broken  out, 
and  which  were  the  outcome  of  a  rising 
in  Eastern  Eoumelia  owing  to  the  wish 
of  the  inhabitants  to  come  under  the 
rule  of  the  Prince  of  Bulgaria.  In  con- 
nection with  that  question,  I  must  say 
I  think  that,  in  coming  to  an  agreement 
with  Prince  Alexander,  the  Porte  is 
pursuing  a  very  wise  policy,  for  thereby 
tho  Sultan  not  only  gains  a  vexy  useful 
Allv,  but  there  seems  to  be  every  reason 
to  hope  that  it  will  have  the  effect  of 
inducing  the  Government  of  Greece  and 
Servia  to  withdraw  from  the  somewhat 
adventurous  policy  they  have  hitherto 
adopted. 

Tho  Convention  which  has  been  con- 
cluded between  this  countrv  and  the 
Porte  in  reference  to  Egypt  is,  I  think, 
of  more  importance  than  at  fir^t  sight 
appeara ;  for  it  not  only  empowers  Her 
Majeety'a   Goveniment    to   assiat   the 
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Khedire  in  the  establishment  of  a  Qo- 
vemment  on  a  firm  and  satisfactory 
basis,  but  by  obtaining  the  direct  au- 
thority of  the  Sultan  it  appears  to  me 
to  very  materially  lesson  the  difficulties 
we  have  hitherto  had  to  contend  with  in 
dealing  with  a  race  -of  people  who  are 
so  very  largely  influenced  by  a  religion 
different  from  our  own — the  religion  of 
which  tho  Sultan,  as  we  know,  is  ac- 
knowledged the  head.  I  hope  that  the 
Bovere  lesson  administered  to  the  Arabs 
in  their  advance  northwards  by  our 
own  troops  on  the  frontier  may  give  tho 
Khedive's  Govemmeut  time  and  oppor- 
tunity to  so  organize  and  develop  their 
own  reaourcos  as  will  enable  them  ulti- 
mately to  cope  by  themselves  with  any 
dangers  that  may  threaten  them  from 
without. 

The  reference  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
to  recent  events  which  have  taken  place 
in  Burmah  gives  reason  for  tho  annexa- 
tion of  that  country.  It  is  most  satis- 
factory to  note  that  the  restoration  of 
order,  and  the  gradual  settlement  of  the 
country,  is  progressing  smoothly  and 
quietly,  and  that  the  loss  of  life  incurred 
by  our  troops  in  the  operations  which 
took  place  has  been  extremely  small.  I 
believe  that  the  Papers  on  this  subject 
about  to  be  laid  before  the  House  will 
show  that  in  assuming  control  over  that 
country  the  Government  have  only  done 
what  was  wise  and  necessary  under  the 
circumstances,  and  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that  one  immediate 
result  of  that  policy  will  be  a  very  large 
incn^aso  to  our  trado  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  and  also  that  security  will  soon 
be  afforded  to  merchants  and  others  who 
have  dealings  in  that  and  adjoiuinp: 
countries — a  securitv  which  did  not 
exist  whOe  the  country  was  under 
Native  rule.  It  seems  to  me  at  the 
present  time,  whon  we  hour  fo  much  of 
commercial  deprecation,  that  thi«  prospect 
of  the  opening  up  of  now  trade  routes 
towards  China  and  the  consequent  de- 
velopment of  trade  in  that  direction  is 
caose  for  very  great  satisfaction. 

The  mention  of  trade  brings  me  to  a 
clause   in  Uer  Majesty's  Speech  whieh 
cannot  be  regarded  as    sati^factory — 
namely,  the  eontinu^'J  dopli>rabI^  con- 
dition of  trade  and  agriculture,  and  for 
which   it  seems  there    is    no    present ! 
remedy.     But  I  think,  by  at  once  innti-  • 
tuting  an  ioquiry  into  the  causes  and  ^ 
origin  of  this  depression,  tho  Govern- 1 

Tks  Earl  •/  Satrhr^ugh 


mcnt  havo  given  proof  of  their  anxiety 
to  grapple  with  tho  question,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, put  an  end  to  tho  present  lament- 
able state  of  affairs.  I  have  every  con- 
fidence, my  Lords,  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  do  their  utmost  in  this 
direction. 

Tho  measure  which  the  Government 
intend  to  introduce  to  facilitate  the  sale 
of  globe  lands  will,  I  think,  if  passed, 
l)rove  a  great  boon  to  the  clergy,  for  it 
will  enable  them,  if  thoy  so  wish,  to  get 
rid  of  land,  which,  instead  of  being  a 
sourco  of  income,  has,  in  many  cases, 
become  an  encumbrance,  and  which,  by 
reason  of  their  position  as  clergymen, 
they  may  frequently  be  unable  to  turn 
to  the  best  account.  It  will  olso  en- 
courage and  give  an  opening  to  those  of 
the  population  who  wish  to  become  pos- 
sessors of  allotments,  for  it  will  tend  to 
develop  tho  system  by  throwing  land 
into  the  market  which  is,  as  a  rule, 
peculiarly  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  ask  that  further  powers 
shall  be  given  to  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioners to  deal  with  the  present  system 
of  railway  rates.  I  hope  some  means 
may  be  found  to  reduce  the  great  ad- 
vantage which  at  present  rests  with  the 
foreigner,  and  that  in  future  the  rating 
of  goods  may  be  regulated  more  on  a 
scale  in  accordance  with  the  distance  the 
goods  have  travelled,  and  so  far  render 
the  competition  between  ourselves  and 
the  foreigner  fair  and  equal  in  this 
respect. 

The  noble  Duke  who  moved  the 
Address  has  drawn  your  Lordships'  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  critical  state  of 
aflairs  in  Ireland  ;  and  I  will  not,  there- 
fore, revert  further  to  that  subject,  be- 
yond merely  expressing  my  earnest 
approval  of  the  terms  in  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  expressed  their  determi- 
nation firmly  and  unflinchingly  to  up- 
hold the  law  and  protect  life  in  that 
country ;  and  it  is  most  satisfactory  to 
gather,  as  I  do  from  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  that  no  amount  of 
threats  or  pressure  put  upon  them  by 
the  Separatist  Party  will  induce  the 
Government  to  alter  in  the  slightest 
degree  their  resolution  to  set  their  faces 
resolutely  against  any  line  of  action  that 
mav  tend  to  weaken  the  foundation  on 
which  the  Union  of  the  two  countries  is 
ba^ed ;  and,  further,  that  they  will  up- 
hold that  Union  at  whatever  ooat.    Mjr 
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Lords,  I  hoartilj  approve  of  that  polioy, 
and  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  it  expresses 
thi*  general  fcoliug  and  common  sense  of 
both  cx>untrie8. 

It  is  apparent  t^  mo  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  forestall  with  any  dcgroo  of 
cortainty  at  all  what  courb3  ovouts  may 
take  politically  during  the  next  few 
months,  or  even  woeks ;  but  of  this  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt^that  Her  Ma* 
jo»t>*s  Ministers  have  an  undivided 
Tarty  at  their  hack.  They  are  not 
harassed  by  divided  counsels.  They  in- 
tend, I  trust,  to  carry  on  the  adminis- 
trattoQ  of  alfairs  so  long  as  they  may  be 
abl«*,  and  so  long  as  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient for  tho  good  of  the  country  that 
they  should  do  so.  I  therefore  think  it 
is  not  unreasonable  to  hope  that,  with  a 
display  of  moderation  and  forbearance 
on  all  sides,  and  an  absence  of  all  factious 
opposition,  the  Qovemment  may  bo  en- 
abl<*d  to  carry  out  its  policy,  and,  in 
rpito  of  many  difficulties,  to  accomplish 
much  good  and  useful  work  during  the 
.^^«ssion.  I  venture  further  to  hope  that 
this  the  first  Session  of  the  now  Parlia- 
mi»nt,  which  by  rea«on  of  the  great 
measure  of  lieform  recently  passed  may 
be  expected  to  express  more  accurately 
than  arer  before  the  feelings  of  the 
pt«oplo  of  the  country,  may  be  charac- 
terised by  a  determination  on  all  sides 
to  deal  with  tho  questions  of  national 
and  vital  importance  which  will  speedily 
c  ime  before  them  in  the  broadest  pes- 
i»iblo  spirit,  irrespective  of  Party  con* 
siderations,  and  having  for  their  one 
aim  and  object,  always  before  them,  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  country 
and  the  unity  of  the  Empire.  I  beg  to 
Moond  the  Motion  that  an  humble  Ad- 
•Irras  bo  prt^sented  to  Her  Majesty. — 
':?ee^y#42.1 

\LxwL  UUANVILLE:  My  Lord^  I 
1m- ji^  to  offer  my  congratulations  to  the 
n'>bl9  Marquees  opposite  ufoa  his  having 
had  the  good  fortune,  of  which  I  have 
had  By  uiare  during  the  post  five  years, 
to  secure  two  noble  Peers  to  do  what 
s*-emi  an  easy,  but  which  is  really  a 
dilBcult  thing -•namely,  to  move  and 
seoood  the  «iddrcss  in  answer  to  the 
Speoeh  from  the  Throne.  Though,  of 
eoursa,  I  do  not  particularly  like  the 
mtidsms  which  the^  pass  on  my  con- 
duct of  foreign  affairs  during  the  last 
Adaioisiration,  I  am  bound  to  say 
thai  tho  cordial  reception  given  to  their 
spsschea  appears  to  me  to  bo  fully  de- 


served. I  entirely  agree  with  what  tho 
noble  Earl  who  seconded  the  Address 
stated  as  to  the  satisfaction  which  wo 
all  feel  that,  notwithstanding  the  severe 
chara(*ter  of  the  weather,  Her  Majesty 
was  able  to  open  the  new  Parliament  in 
person.  I  believe  it  was  a  most  auspi- 
cious moment  for  Her  Majesty 'to  do  so 
after  the  groat  Hefonu  Bill  joined  in  by 
both  politioal  Parties,  which  has  ex- 
tended, and  I  believe  strengthened,  the 
baBos  of  our  representative  institutions. 
I  own  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  in 
Her  Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  there  is 
no  allusion  to  the  return  by  greatly  en- 
larged constituencies  of  Members  of  the 
Houso  of  Commons.  My  Lords,  short 
as  the  Becess  was,  grave  events  have 
occurred  at  homo  and  abroad ;  and  before 
I  refer  to  them  I  am  sure  your  Lord- 
ships will  allow  me  to  express  my  sor- 
row at  the  numerous  losses  which  this 
House  itself  has  sustained.  I  remem- 
ber no  time  so  short  when  tho  losses 
have  been  so  numerous.  It  is  impossible 
that  a  great  Assembly  like  this  should 
not  feel  the  void  created  by  the  death  of 
three  public  men  of  such  high  character 
as  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  the  Duke  of 
Aberoom,  and  Lord  Halifax;  of  an 
eminent  and  successful  philanthropist, 
such  as  Lord  Shaftesbury;  of  such  a 
popular  man  of  letters  as  lord  Hough- 
ton, and  of  such  distinguished  Pre- 
lates as  those  who  have  passed  away 
from  us,  and  also  of  two  brothers,  one  a 
most  brilliant  soldier  (Lord  Strathnaim), 
and  the  other  a  valued  and  esteemed 
servant  of  this  House  (Sir  William 
liose).  It  may  be  convenient  that  I 
should  repeat  the  statement  which,  as 
long  as  I  can  remember,  *has  been  made 
by  the  occopant  of  the  seat  from  which 
I  have  risen — namely,  that  I  have  no 
intention  of  moving  any  Amendment  on 
this  occasion,  and  I  think  your  Lord- 
ships will  disi)enso  with  my  giving  the 
obvious  reasons  which  have  been  so 
often  given  why  I  should  not  take  that 
course.  I  sometimes  felt  that  it  waa  an 
act  of  some  self-restraint  on  the  part  of 
the  noble  Marquess  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  to  follow  that  custom ;  but  I 
own  that  I  feel  it  a  gp^eat  relief  to  be 
able  to  avail  myself  of  it  when  I  regjard 
the  immense  majority  arrayed  against 
me.  But  even  with  this  majority  the 
noble  Marquess  does  not  seem  to  bo 
perfectly  satisfied,  for  he  has  added  to 
It  an  aTerago  of  one  Peer  and  a  third 
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per  month  ;  and  if  he  remains  in  Office  | 
the  10  years  which  he  once  intimated, 
we  shall  have  ICO  excellent  new  Conser- 
vative Pe<»rs  to  help  us  in  our  work. 
I  do  not  intend  to  delay  your  Lordships, 
As  to  the  de]>res.^i()n  in  trade  and  ap^ri- 
culture,  I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything: 
against  the    statement    in    the    Itoyal 
Speech.     It  does  not  romove  the  molan- 
choly  fact  that  this  depression   seems 
common  to  all  Ci>untrios  in  the  world. 
I  read  at  the  end  of  Inst  Ses»i(?n  a  rather 
aanpruine  letter  fmrn  tho  nolle  Marquess 
— which  he  had  directed  to  be  written — 
in  which  he  assured  his  correspondent 
that  there  was  every  prospect  under  a 
Conservative    Government    that    there 
would  be  a  return  of  commercial  pro- 
sperity before  the  end  of  the  year.  [The 
Marquess  ofSAUSBUKY  dissented.]     The 
noble  Marquess  shakes  his  head,  and  I 
think  it  is  very  possible  indeed  that  he 
did  not  write  tho  letter  himself,  but  one 
of   his  numerous   Private  »S  cere  tar  ics. 
With  regard  to  the  measures  promised 
in  the  Speech,  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  their  objects  in  detail. 
Tho  value  of  these  objectn  will  entirely 
depend  upon  the  way  in  which  they  are 
treated    in    the  Bills,    and   we  cannot 
judge  of  their  merits  until  tho  measures 
are  actually  before  us.    I  am  anxious  to 
refer  to  the  numerous  and  lengthy  para- 
graphs with  regard  to  foreign  affairs.   I 
have  seen  what  looks  like  a  Foreign 
Office  eommutv'</u€   in  2J«  Timei  of  this 
morning.     I  am  corry  I  have  not  had 
timo  to  read  it ;  but  if  I  had»  perhaps  it 
would  have  prevented  me  committing 
some    blunders    in   stating  my  views. 
There    is   one   omis^^ion    which   I    ex- 
pe<ted.     It    was   rumoured    the    other 
day  tliat  Samoa  had  been  annexed  by 
tho  (lemian  (t.^vernmcut.     We  all  know 
the  interost  tthich  Germany  has  in  that 
ipLind  ;   Imt  I   felt  sure  when   I    saw 
tho  statement  thfit  it  wa^  not  a  fu  t,  or 
that  it  had  been  done  by  an  in<lif  iJual 
of!l«-nr.    and    woulil    bo    disowned    by 
tSo  (yerman  Chaucdlor.     I  am  glad  to 
le.'im  that  tl  at  U  th'»  ra»e.     The  next 
point  on  iihirh  I  wi««h  to  (Njngratulate 
tho  noble  Martju^ •»•?  ii  tho  tnanc;«'ment 
b«»tw<-*>n  Iji^land,  <M»rmany,  a^d  Spoin 
with  regard   to  the  Caroline  Islands;  I 
consider  that  a  good,  Hitisfactory.  and 
senpible  arrangemt*nt.     I  must  also  eon- 
mtulate  him  as  to  the  arraD(ci*ment  with 
Franco  on  the  sobiect  of  the  Newfound- 
land fishmea.    I  lelt  sure  that  a  proper 
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settlement  would  be  arrived  at  under 
Sir  Clare  Ford  and  Mr.  Fennell  Ford, 
who  have  for  nearly  three  years  con- 
ducted the  negotiations  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  other  question  relates  to  Bur- 
mah.  The  reference  in  the  Eoyal  Speech 
to  Burmah  is  the  longest  and  most  argu- 
mentative paragraph  I  have  ever  seen 
in  a  Speech  horn  the  Throne,  f  do  not 
know  whether  it  indicates  that  there  are 
any  doubts  in  the  mind  of  the  noble 
Marquess  as  to  what  has  been  done. 
There  were  good  reasons  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  have  been  precipi- 
tate ;  but  the  fact  that  the  act  was  carried 
out  by  Lord  Dufferin  strengthens  tho 
Government  very  much  in  the  course 
they  have  taken.  Noth withstanding  tho 
length  of  the  paragraph,  it  would  bo 
satisfactory  if  the  noble  Marquess  would 
give  us  a  few  more  details  as  to  this 
business.  As  to  what  constituted  the 
casus  hfllif  and  what  have  been  tho 
reasons  for  annexation  and  against  a 
Protectorate,  my  noble  Friend  (the  Mar- 
quess of  liipon)  made  some  observations 
some  time  ago  not  approring  the  course 
taken ;  and  during  the  last  few  days  many 
persons  of  great  experience  and  know- 
ledge have  expressed  doubts  whether  the 
commercial  advantages  alluded  to  are 
likely  to  be  as  great  as  expectcnl,  and 
whether  there  will  not  bo  administrative 
and  political  disadvantages  and  a  drain 
of  money  and  men  from  India — a  drain 
which  is  exactly  what  India  should  net 
be  called  upon  at  this  time  to  undergo. 
I  trust,  however,  these  apprehensions  will 
not  bo  realized.  Then,  as  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Afghanistan,  I  am  glad  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  able 
to  announce  what  appears  to  be  a  final 
settlement.  Just  before  we  left  Office 
we  had  communications  from  the  Bussiao 
Government  stating  the  agreement  and 
understanding  at  which  we  had  arrived. 
This  seemed  to  us  to  be  a  limited  and 
rc>(riet(d  proposal;  but  I  was  assured 
by  the  Bu((>ian  Amba( sudor  that  tho 
answer  was  meant  to  be  an  agreement 
with  us.  The  adverse  vote  in  the  House 
of  Commons  was  taken  the  next  day, 
our  resignation  was  announced  the  day 
after,  and  a  subsequent  communication 
from  the  Bu^sian  Government,  whether 
pott  hce  or  propter  hoc,  arrived,  declining 
to  accept  our  interpretation.  Since  tht  n 
both  Governments  have,  by  mutual  con- 
cessions,  arrived  at  an  agreement  at 
which  I  shall  not  caTiJ,  if  the  Govern* 
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raent  have  been  adriscti  tbat  it  is  a  Buf-  ^ 
ficient  lino,  and  if  Lord  DufTorin  and 
tho  Ameor  are  of  the  Bnmo  opinion. 
Xfxt,  with  regnnl  to  the  subjut  of 
Ejtypt.  and  tlio  lli«mr>n  of  Sir  H.  Drura- 
mond  Wolff,  I  must  bo  nllowod  to  say 
that  thoro  were  some  obvious  obj*^^  tions 
to  that  appointment.  Sir  II.  Drum- 
mond  Wolff  i^  a  Tory  clover  man ;  ho  is 
a  man  of  tho  world  ;  ho  bos  done  good 
••  rrice  in  Boumelia  in  preparing  the 
Constitution,  which  I  boliovo  is  only 
too  elaborato.  Sir  II.  Drumniond  Wolff 
rucreeded  in  noj^oliating  an  Anglo- 
Turkish  Convention  on  the  subjt^ct 
of  Egypt.  Now,  w<*  woro  always  of 
(»pinion  that  it  was  do^irable  in  the  in* 
t'*resta  of  Egypt  to  remain  connect od 
with  the  Turki(»h  Empire,  with  the 
truarantee  that  that  flmptro  enjoys  from 
Europe.  We  always  thought  it  right  to 
pay  evf ^ry  mark  of  respect  and  honour  to 
I  ho  present  Sultan  ns  Sovoroign  of  the 
country.  Wo  thought  also  that  it  was 
TT.o^t  desirable  to  come  into  communica- 
ti'm  with  the  Turkish  Qovcrnment  with 
regard  to  the  best  mo<lo  of  establishing 
an  Army  in  Egypt,  which  sliould  not 
affect  the  indepfudonce  of  Fgyp^  ^^ 
the  »afi>ty  of  the  Khedivo.  What  we 
were  above  all  very  sh}*  of  was  to  allow 
the  Sultan  to  interfere  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  of  Egypt.  Her 
Majesty's  Oi>vc-rnment  appear  to  have 
b«  •  tt  more  oa*y  on  thoso  points,  and 
by  this  mr'ans  obtained  the  Conven- 
tl-n;  but  I  am  afraid  tbit,  up  to  this 
time,  the  Anglo*Tarki»h  Convention  has 
not  had  mu':h  effoct.  There  is  another 
question  alluded  to  in  Her  Maje^ty's 
Oracious  Speech  to  which  both  the  Mover 
ond  the  S«»conder  of  tli<»  Addro>s  hove 
r-  f»rre'J — I  mean  with  regard  to  th«» 
Balkan  ProvInrcH.  Vour  months  ago  the 
r  volution  at  Phil'ppopnlis,  conducted 
with  sLlU  and  di-  i'^ion,  astoni^hod 
Euroj>e ;  not  that  pf  pie  were  utipre- 
\  nxvA  to  IwlioFP  t!i-t  X\\»i  tlrtitiou?  f  "para- 
tion  of  tho«o  pDvinct'i  by  the  H«'rlin 
Tr«aty  was  likely  to  come  to  a  very  early 
•  nd.  and  there  was  s'ib?r(jnent  evidence 
that  that  att^'mpt  woul  1  bo  made;  still 
at  the  precipe  moment  thore  can  be  no 
dfiubt  tbat  tho  revolutitm  was  a  surprise. 
I  have  an  idea  tbat  if  the  late  Govern* 
mrat  had  remained  in  power  we  should 
hava  heard  a  gn*at  many  complaints. 
We  ihotald  have  been  told  that  we  were 
too  lata  to  prevent  nnneeeesarr  effusion 
of  Bolgariaa  and  Servian  blood,  and 


that  we  had  not  succeeded  in  obtaining 
tho  co-operation  of  European  Powers  in 
time.  Since  the  noble  Marquess  made 
his  declaration  at  Nowport  with  refor- 
euce  to  his  policy  in  Bulgaria  and  Kon- 
melia — I  will  not  examine  too  closely 
into  the  consifrtcncy  of  some  of  the  argu- 
ments he  used— we  have  seon  an  official 
despatch  to  Home  on  the  subject,  and  I 
niubt  point  out  that  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference in  the  policy  which  was  an- 
nounced at  Newport  and  the  policy  laid 
down  in  tho  despatch.  The  result, 
however,  of  the  revolution  and  tho  sub- 
sequent  war  between  Servia  and  Bul- 
garia has  been  to  constitute  a  great 
military  and  political  position  for  the 
Prince  of  Bulgaria  and  almost  financial 
ruin  to  Greece,  Turkey,  Servia,  and  the 
Provinces  themselves.  Now,  I  hope  that 
what  can  be  done  will  be  done  to  effect  a 
satisfactory  settlement,  and  that  the  noble 
Marquess  may  be  able  to  assure  us  that 
peace  may  be  assured  at  an  early  date. 
And  now,  my  Lords,  I  come  to  that  part 
of  tho  Queen's  Speech  which  was  so 
ably  dealt  with  by  the  noble  Duke — 
I  refer  to  the  subject  of  Ireland.  I  do 
not  know  if  the  noble  Marquess  will 
excuse  me  if  I  say  that  the  two  para- 
graphs on  this  subject  are  drawn  in 
somewhat  vague  and  involved  language. 
I  do  not  believe  that  these  are  the  words 
that  were  first  drafted  bv  so  excellent  a 
writer  as  the  noble  Marquess.  To  me  the 
paragraph  looks  much  more  as  if  it  were 
the  combined  literary  effort  of  a  Cabinet 
dtH'lared  to  be  united,  but  possibly,  on 
this  occasion,  not  exactly  of  the  same 
mind  and  view.  I  see  in  The  Timet  of 
this  morning  references  to  the  prece- 
dents of  1833  and  1H34  in  the  time  of 
Lord  Grey.  In  1833  Ireland  was  in  the 
most  fearful  fitate — much  more  fearful 
than  it  has  ever  been  since  that  time 
till  the  pre-iT.t  moment.  Lord  Grey's 
policy  in  that  crisis  may  have  been  good, 
or  it  may  have  been  bad;  but,  at  all 
events,  it  was  a  strong  policy  expressed 
in  very  clear  and  decisive  language. 
He  propr '^(hI  the  strongest  Coercion  Bill 
that  has  ever  been  applied  to  Ireland 
in  modem  years,  accompanying  that 
with  a  declaration  as  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  Union.  In  the  Speech  before  ns, 
however,  wo  have  an  abstract  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  Union ;  but  there  is  not 
the  slightest  declaration  as  to  how  it  is 
to  be  maintained.  And  with  regard  to 
preeautioiiAzy  metsttret  to  strengthen 
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the  hands  of  tho  Oovernmont,  that  is 
put  entirely  in  a  conditional  and  hypo- 
thetical manner.  As  to  any  measures 
of  a  conciliatory  character,  it  is  put  in 
this  form— not  that  tho  Government 
havo  got  a  measure,  but  that  they  nro 
preparing  a  measure  which  may  come  on 
after  Procedure  and  after  Local  Govern- 
ment in  England  have  been  dealt  with. 
Now,  my  Lords,  to  every  ono  of  your 
Lordships,  I  suppose,  the  state  of  Ire- 
land has  been  a  nightmare  for  some 
months  past,  if  tliat  term  can  be  apx>lied 
to  a  subject  that  has  occupied  our 
thoughts  by  day  as  well  as  by  night. 
I  have  no  official  knowledge.  All  that 
I  have  gathered  about  Ireland  is  from 
private  correspondenco,  from  news* 
papers,  and  from  private  conversation. 
i3ut  I  am  bound  to  say  that  impression 
is  completely  confirmed  by  the  statement 
made  by  the  noble  Duke  when  he  moved 
the  Address  this  evening.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  statement  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  is  a  gloomy  description  of  Ire- 
land. But  if  things  in  this  world  go 
by  comparison,  I  say  it  is  positively 
cheerful  in  comparison  with  the  black 
descriptions  we  havo  had  about  that 
country  from  so  many  sources.  I  can- 
not help  feeling  grateful  as  an  indi* 
Tidual  that  I  have  no  share  in,  or  ro- 
sponsibility  with,  the  Government  at 
tnls  moment.  That  responsibility  was 
immensely  increased  by  the  policy  which 
II er  Majesty's  present  Advisers  adopted 
when  they  formed  a  Government.  Va- 
rious reasons  were  given  for  that  policy. 
It  was  announced  by  the  noble  Mar- 
quees that  it  was  impossible  to  strengthen 
the  hand)  of  tho  Government  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  order  in  Ireland, 
becau*40  }ou  had  lately  extended  the 
franchise  in  Ireland.  A\lij,  you  might 
jubt  as  well  say  that,  because  the  con- 
stituencies in  England  and  Scotland  had 
bf«-u  largely  increased,  therefore  you 
mi^ht  do  away  with  the  laws  againet 
murder  or  arson.  In  tho  House  of 
Commons  the  reason  put  forward  was 
a  vc'ry  different  one.  The  Leader  of 
the  House  of  Commons  put  it  entirely 
on  the  n  •«|K)nMbility  of  the  (tovemment, 
and  said  that,  after  caiuful  deliberation 
and  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stancea  of  the  case,  they  had  come  to 
tha  oonclnaion  that  a  renewal  of  excep* 
tional  powers  was  not  required.  8peaK* 
tng,  I  tflinkt  at  Sheffield,  the  noble  Lord 
Um  Seoratary  of  i^tato  for  India  ^Lord 
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Eandolph  Churchill)  said  that,  before 
taking  Office,  a  deci&ion  had  been  como  to 
by  the  noble  Marquess  and  a  few  of  his 
political  Friends,  subject  to  any  official 
information  he  might  subsequently  re- 
ceive, to  form  a  Government  which 
would  dispense  with  all  repressive  legis- 
lation for  Ireland.  That  decision  waa 
very  well  received  by  all  classes  in  this 
country ;  and  such  a  decision  was  sure 
to  be  well  received  when  a  Government, 
on  their  own  responsibility,  state  that 
they  think  such  a  course  can  bo  safely 
followed.  The  noble  Lord  nddinl  that 
tho  Irish  Peers  sitting  in  this  House, 
when  they  heard  that  announcement  of 
policy,  were  perfectly  silent;  and  ho 
mentioned  the  sources  from  which  tho 
information  as  to  the  condition  of  Ire* 
land  was  received.  I  see  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  taking  notes. 
The  noble  Lord  referred  to  him,  in  terms 
which  I  entirely  endorge,  as  being  the 
most  experienced,  wise,  and  cautious,  of 
modern  Irishmen.  Well,  the  noble 
Marquess  formed  a  Government,  Par- 
liament met,  and  day  by  day  *'Boy* 
cot  ting  ^'  increased,  and  still  continued 
to  increase.  The  noble  Marquess  said 
publicly  at  Newport  that,  in  his  opi- 
rion,  there  was  no  law  which  could  bo 
applied  to  that  offence,  and  that  it  was 
a  thing  which  would  find  its  own  level. 
That  was  an  encouragement  to  **  Boy- 
cotters  "  when  they  found  that  nothing 
could  be  done  ;  and  now  the  question  is, 
What  have  tho  Government  in  view  at 
the  present  moment  ?  Are  they  able,  or 
are  they  not  able,  to  say  whether,  by 
enforcing  tho  law,  they  can  put  an  end 
to  the  state  of  things  described  by  tho 
noble  Duke?  They  must  have  made 
up  their  minds  by  this  time.  I  pre- 
sume that  during  the  past  six  moutha 
they  have  been  exercising  their  powers 
to  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things ; 
and  if  they  have  not  succeeded  in 
putting  an  end  to  it,  what  po^hible  good 
is  there  in  saying  that  if  they  got  cer- 
tain information,  and  if  certain  circum- 
stances arise,  they  have  no  doubt  Par- 
liament will  bo  willing  to  give  them 
the  necessary  powers?  Is  this  the 
proper  manner  of  dealing  with  a  vital 
question?  Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach 
described  the  condition  of  Ireland  when 
tho  late  Ctovemment  left  Office,  and  I 
cannot  conceive  a  greater  compliment 
than  he  paid  to  my  noble  Friimd  near 
mo  ^E»x\  Spencer).    He  described  tho 
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•Uto  of  Ireland  as  excellent;  he  eaid 
that  the  diminution  of  crime  was  most 
gratifying,  and  that  crime  was  de- 
treastng  orery  day,  and  he  said,  further, 
that  Ireland  was  almost  in  a  state  of 
normal  quiet.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  was  in  a  state  of  normal  quiot ;  but, 
at  all  erenis,  its  condition  was  a  very 
great  contrast  indeed  to  the  state  of  Ire- 
land as  it  is  at  the  present  moment. 
Since  then  we  have  heard  of  the  resig- 
nation of  Lord  Camarron,  who,  I 
regret,  is  not  here  to-day.  It  appears 
that  while  the  noble  Marquess  si>oke 
cheerfully  of  a  long  tenure  of  Office  the 
nr>ble  Earl  seem  to  have  calculated  that 
»ix  months  would  be  sufficient  to  hold 
one  of  the  most  responsible  positions 
under  the  Grown.  Lord  Carnanron  was 
to  be  exactly  six  months  ^and  no  longer 
^Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Well, 
then,  why  was  his  resignation  announced 
only  three  or  four  days  before  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament,  and  how  was  it  that 
the  Qoyemment  had  no  plan  for  re- 
placing him?  And  the  difficulhr  became 
the  greater  to  my  mind  when  I  saw  the 
•utement  that  the  Chief  Secretary  also 
had  resigned.  That  statement  remained 
naootttriulicted  for  a  time,  and  then  it 
was  stated  not  that  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  had  not  resigned,  but  that  the 
report  was  premature.  That  does  not 
enlighten  us  as  to  the  means  by  which 
cnrdor  and  peace  would  be  re  established 
in  Ireland.  The  whole  thing  seems  to 
be  in  a  state  of  chaos.  Then  take  an- 
other point.  Great  hopes  were  hold  out 
to  Irf*iaad  of  concessions.  On  the  9th 
of  November  the  noble  Marquess  spoke 
of  largo  organic  changes.  lie  did  not 
r(»fcr  to  little  questions,  such  as  he  is 
contemplating  now — namoly,  the  trans- 
fer of  duties  horn  one  set  of  men  to 
another «— which,  as  I  know,  is  en- 
tirely repudiated  alike  by  Loyalists 
and  Pameliitee  in  Ireland ;  but  he 
talked  of  great  organic  changes.  He 
said— 

**  With  rvf srj  to  Urgs  emnic  question*  I 
hart  nndhiwg  to  sdd  to  what  I  hftre  said.  The 
tfotitinM  M  our  Puty  m  known.  Tho  iate- 
KTity  of  Um  Eaamro  Ij  more  precioae  to  at  than 
lUif  pooManon  thai  we  can  bare.  We  are  bound 
Y )  mc4iTfo  not  onljr  of  expediency,  not  only  of 
!•  x^  prionple,  bat  by  motiTct  of  honour  to 

Jmiael  tho  auaoritr,  if  siich  exiat,  who  hare 
tlica  into  vopopoiarity  and  danger  becaate 
th<  y  have  followed,  or  been  the  tn^trnmcntf  of, 
t)  e  policy  England  haa  deltbermt*  ly  cl*  citA  to 
fitwam :  and  within  thoee  Hnee  erery  Koglith 
<  ioTMiimni,  tad  I  will  mj  the  present  OoTom- 


ment,  ii  bound  to  do  all  that  It  posubl^r  can  to 
give  proeperity,  contentment,  and  happineit  to 
the  Iriah  people/' 

What  was  the  effect  of  that  declaration 
of  tho  noble  Marquess  ?  The  majority 
of  the  Irish  electors  voted  for  the  Gon- 
serratiro  Party,  to  whose  principles 
they  were  opposed;  and  was  it  to  be 
thought  that  they  were  not  influenced 
by  that  declaration  ?  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  GoTcmment  have  no  policy. 
They  have  put  into  tho  mouth  of  the 
Queen  a  statement  that  the  Ijegislativo 
Union  is  to  be  maintained;  but  they 
give  us  no  inkling  whatever  how  that 
Union  is  to  be  maintained.  They  leave 
us  practically  without  any  knowledge 
what  they  will  do  if  things  in  Ireland 
go  on  as  at  present,  or  by  what  method 
they  intend  to  conciliate  the  Irish 
people.  Lord  Carnanron,  speaking  on 
the  30th  December,  1880,  said— 

**  I  will  not  disguiae  my  opinion  that  theflnt 
and  paramount  duty  whidi  a  cirilixed  Gorom- 
mcnt  owes  to  ita  people  is  the  cnforcomcnt  of 
law  and  order  ;  for  law  and  order  aro  tho  first 
reasons  for  which  Kings  reign  and  Parliaments 
are  assembled,  and  civilized  communities  exist ; 
and  when  life  and  property  aro  not  safo  I  fail 
to  see  what  nscfol  purpose  a  Government 
fulfils." 

These  are  not  my  words,  but  with  some 
addition  I  could  readily  adopt  them. 
They  are  the  words  of  Lord  Camarron 
rebuking  Mr.  Bright  for  adTising  con* 
ciliation.  What  we  want  to  know  is, 
what  is  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment? 
Thb  Mabquess  of  SALISBUfiY,  Se- 

CBETABT  of  StATB  for  FoREIOIT  AfFAIBS, 

(Pbime  MiNibFEB) :  My  first  duty,  my 
Lords,  before  replying  to  tho  speech  of 
the  noble  Earl  (Larl  Oranville),  is  to  ex- 
press how  heartily  I  feel  with  him  in  tho 
nappy  and  eloquent  eulogy  which  he 

Cassod  on  the  Members  this  House  has 
itely  lost.  lie  is  right  in  saying  that 
wo  hare  never,  as  far  aa  my  memory 
serves,  had  to  deplore  so  numy  losses, 
or  to  feel  so  great  and  so  keen  an  in- 
terest in  the  rising  talent  in  this  House, 
which  mav  bo  called  upon  to  replace  the 
gifts  of  tnose  now  unhappily  absent. 
Sfy  Lords,  the  speeches  which  we  hare 
heard  from  my  two  noble  Friends  behind 
me  encourages  us  in  the  hope  that  we 
shall  not  look  in  vain  to  that  source  of 
supply.  The  noble  Earl  the  Seconder 
of  the  Address  is  absolutely  new  to 
Parliamentary  life.  I  am  aure  thoso 
who  heard  him  will  feel  that  he  brings 
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here  talents  of  the  highest  order,  and 
we  mast  expect  the  very  ablest  service 
from  him  in  the  future.  The  noble 
Duke  who  spoke  first  is  not  so  new  to 
Parliamentary  life,  though  he  is  new  to 
the  debates  of  this  House.  I  will  only 
say  of  him — and  it  is  high  praise — that 
his  speech  proves  to  mo  that  we  shall 
not  look  in  vain  to  him  for  those 
words  of  weighty  wisdom  and  energetic 
eloquence  which  wo  have  been  accus- 
tomed for  many  years  to  associate 
with  the  distinguished  name  he  boars. 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Gran- 
ville) went  through  the  foreign  part  and 
tho  Irish  part  of  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne ;  but  he  left  untouched  tho  ques- 
tion of  the  various  measures  which  Her 
Majestj^'s  Government  propose  to  bring 
in,  and  I  think  I  shall  do  wisely  to  fol- 
low his  example,  because  the  discussion 
is  very  difficult  when  the  details  are  not 
before  the  House.  With  respect  to 
foreign  afTairs,  allow  me  in  the  first 
instance,  in  answer  to  the  first  question 
put  by  the  noble  Earl,  to  state  that  I 
think  he  is  in  error  in  supposing  that 
there  has  been,  in  any  hypothesis,  any 
annexation  of  Samoa  by  Germany. 
There  are  recent  events  which  are  im- 
perfectly reported  by  telegraph,  but 
which,  strange  enough,  have  nut  reached 
the  Ck>urt  of  Berlin  at  all,  and  we  are  at 
present  nnable  to  place  an  exact  inter- 
pretation on  the  news  which  has  come 
to  us ;  but  this,  which  is  quite  satisfac- 
tory, we  have  received — namely,  the 
most  positive  assurance  on  the  part  of 
(iermany  that  she  will  adhere  to  tho 
Treaties  in  respect  to  Samoa  which 
already  exist.  With  respect  to  Burmah, 
I  think  the  noble  Earl  himself  indicated 
tho  belief  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait 
for  a  discussion  tmtil  Papers  are  before 
us ;  but  there  is  another  reason  which 
induces  me  to  suggest  to  him  that  such 
postponement  would  be  desirable  — 
namely,  that,  if  I  mistake  not,  under  the 
Act  of  Parliament  regulating  the  (ro- 
▼eroment  of  India  it  will  be  neceR«ary 
that  this  House  should  bo  invited  to 
consider  tho  operations  in  Burmah  8]>e- 
cially,  and  that  then  discussion  should 
be  taken  at  length  with  resi>ect  to  the 
policy  the  Government  have  pursued  in 
that  country.  I  will  only  say  that  I 
have  no  ground  for  belief  that  the  an- 
ticipations which  the  noble  Earl  has  ex- 
froascd  have^  any  foundation  in  fact. 
[o  is  quite  right,  of  ooune,  in  saying 


that  it  is  to  us,  and  not  to  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin,  that  the  country  must  look  for 
the  responsibility  for  what  has  taken 
place.  We  have  to  express  the  very 
highest  sense  of  the  ability  and  prompti- 
tude with  which  the  Earl  of  Dufi'erin 
carried  out  the  orders  which  he  received 
from  the  Imperial  Government ;  but,  of 
course,  the  policy  pursued  by  the  Earl 
of  Dufferin  rests  upon  the  responsibility 
of  tho  Government  at  home.  But  so  far 
as  our  information  reaches  us,  we  do  not 
think  there  will  be  any  heavy  burden 
upon  the  finances  of  India — even  in  the 
first  few  years — imposed  by  the  measures 
that  have  taken  place ;  and  wo  believe 
that,  in  the  long  run,  the  addition  that 
has  been  made  to  Her  Majesty's  Empire 
will  furnish  a  very  largo  increase  to  tho 
resources  of  the  Indian  Treasury  in  the 
most  healthy  and  desirable  manner — 
namely,  by  opening  out  a  large  and 
prosperous  trade,  as  wo  hope,  with  those 
vast  districts  of  China  which  hitherto  wo 
have  been  unable  to  roach.  It  has  been 
an  object  for  many  years  with  English 
merchants  and  manufacturers  to  find 
some  mode  of  attaining  to  the  markets 
of  China  in  the  West  and  North- West ; 
but  it  has  always  been  prevented  by  the 
terrible  state  of  anarchy  in  which  the 
upper  valleys  of  the  Irrawaddy  have 
been  placed.  Now  that  that  obstacle 
is  removed,  and  that  they  will  be  go- 
verned as  well  as  tho  rest  of  India,  I 
have  ro  doubt  that  new  trade  will  ulti- 
mately be  opened  to  the  enterprize  and 
energy  of  this  country.  My  Lords,  with 
respect  to  Eastern  Boumelia,  on  which 
I  think  the  noble  Earl  asked  me  some 
questions  —  ho  asked  mo  whether  I 
was  nrepared  to  explain  a  certain  de- 
spatch which  I  had  written  to  the 
Court  of  Bome.  I  do  not  recognize  at 
all  to  what  tho  noble  Earl  refers ;  and 
I  am  not  aware  of  having  written 
any  despatch  containing  views  of  policy 
on  this  question  to  the  Court  of  Home. 
Tho  noble  Earl  made  a  mistake  in  re- 
gard to  that ;  but  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
telling  him  what  are  the  hopes  we  on- 
tettaio.  We  believe  that  the  oourc^o 
which  this  Boumelian  affair  has  recently 
taken,  of  being  subjected  to  the  imme- 
diate negotiation  betwfvu  tho  Prince  and 
tli«'8iilttin,i8  acourfewhirh  we  think  will 
b  ad  to  a  prosperous  and  peaceful  oon- 
cluhioD.  We  have  every  grotmd  for 
hope  that,  with  the  consent  of  the  Great 
Powers,  the  Sultan  and  the  Prince  will 
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come  to  an  agreement ;  and  I  am  sure 
that  if  they  do  no  it  will  not  only  be  to 
the  hanpineM  of  the  people  of  Bulgaria, 
bat  will  add  nolittle  strength  to  the  power 
of  the  Turkish  Empire.  There  are 
dangers,  of  coarse.  There  is  the  dan- 
ger of  disturbance  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  smaller  States,  who — to  us,  at 
least — it  seems,  are  Teiy  little  interested 
in  the  erents  that  are  going  on  within 
the  borders  of  the  Two  Buigorias.  I 
rt^gret  very  much  the  yiows  that  Servia 
and  Greece  have  taken  of  their  interefitii 
and  their  duties  in  this  matter.  I  be- 
lieve they  are  imperilHog'  their  own 
d<«arrst  interests,  and  that  they  are  im- 
perilling the  peace  of  the  Balkan  I*enin- 
fi'ila — pc&sibly  the  peace  of  p]uroj,e — by 
the  claims  that  th(*y  are  setting  up.  All 
thoee  claims,  psp<>cialiy  that  on  the  part 
of  (2re<«ee,  to  be  in(lomniii<«d  nt  the  ex- 
pense of  Turkey  en  account  of  a  change 
whirh  certainly  Turk<>y  did  not  initiate, 
and  did  not  particularly  welcome,  is  the 
most  extraoniioary  introduction  into  In- 
t«*niational  Law  which  has  been  at- 
tempted within  my  memory.  Such 
cliims  will  meet,  I  am  convinced,  with 
no  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  Powers ; 
they  will  meet  with  no  sympathy  or 
support  on  the  part  of  England.  So 
far  aa  the  influence  of  England  goes — 
so  long  as  it  is  entrusted  to  our  hands — 
it  will  be  used  to  prevent  any  wanton 
breach  of  the  peace  in  the  East  for  ob- 
jecrta  and  on  pretexts  which  the  coDHcience 
ot  mankind  cannot  justify.  I  earnestly 
hope  the  Greek  (rovemment  may  be 
persuaded  to  abstain  from  a  venture 
which  will  compromise  a  future  which, 
if  they  were  only  prudent,  is  brilliant 
enongh ;  and  we  think  there  is  no  want 
of  real  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  if  they  entreat  them  to 
allow  that  settlement  which  was  come 
to  a  few  years  ago  to  last,  without  any 
distorbance  on  their  part,  and  to  believe 
that  in  the  eultivation  of  their  own  in- 
ternal reeonices,  and  in  a  strict  regard 
ftjT  their  International  duties  towsrds 
the  nations  that  snrround  them,  they 
will  find  tme  strength  and  suppott  in 
carrying  out  all  the  promises  which 
were  then  made.  Uy  Lords,  I  have 
spoken  strongly  on  this  matter,  becau»>o 
r««pofta  have  been  spread  that  England 
has  been  eaconraging  the  claims  of 
Oreeee  in  thia  matter.  I  wish  to  givu 
them  the  moat  abaolute  contradiction. 
Wo  desire,  abore  aU  things,  to  keep 


peace  in  the  East  at  this  time.  My 
i^iords,  the  noble  Earl  rather  accused 
me,  I  think,  of  inconsistency  in  respect 
to  the  line  wo  have  taken  with  regard 
to  Eastern  Houmelia.  I  cannot  agree 
with  him  in  the  least.  I  cannot  see  any 
inconsistency  in  what  wo  have  done.  The 
deci&ions  which  wore  come  to  at  the 
Congress  at  Berlin  were  come  to  whon 
lioumelia  was  occupied  by  foreign  sol- 
diers, and  while  then^  was  every  prospect 
nnd  I  «)^sibility  that  the  sentiments  and 
the  institutions  of  that  country  might  be 
moulded  by  foreign  influence.  We  were 
obliged  to  take  precautions  against  any 
dangers  that  might  arise  on  that  occa- 
^ion.  But  if  wo  are  to  treat  this  matter 
as  a  matter  of  consistenc}',  and  I  am  to 
be  abked  to  reconcile  my  conduct  of  to- 
day with  the  conduct  I  pursued  in  bygone 
years,  I  ask  that  similar  circumbtonces 
may  be  appealed  to,  and  that  our  action 
now,  if  call'Ml  in  question,  may  be  com- 
pared, not  with  the  action  which  I  re- 
comn. ended  in  1878,  when  that  country 
was  full  of  foreign  soldiers,  but  with 
the  action  I  recommended  in  1876  and 
1877,  when  the  state  of  things  was  more 
similar  to  what  it  was  in  September  of 
last  year,  when  the  matter  was  again 
opened.  If  the  noble  Earl  will  refresh 
hts  memory,  he  will  find  that  my  recom- 
mendations were  for  a  much  larger  Bul- 
garia than  was  ultimately  approved  by 
the  Conference  of  Berlin.  Before  the 
war  had  begun.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment of  that  day  fully  recognized  the 
importance  of  bringing,  so  far  as  it  was 
prac  tirally  possible,  the  Bulgarian  people 
under  a  single  Government ;  and  my  be- 
lief is  now — and  every  week  that  passes 
confirms  me  in  it — that  in  the  creation 
of  a  larger  Bulgaria  there  would  have 
been  no  danger  to  Turkey ;  but  that 
there  will  be  the  creation  of  an  allied 
Power,  which,  under  conceivable  cireum- 
fctances,  may  be  of  great  value  in  main- 
taining the  independence  of  the  Balkan 
IVninhula.  My  Lords,  I  think  the  rest 
of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl  was 
I  devoted  to  the  question  of  Ireland,  and 
ho  denounced  as  for  a  great  many 
varied  and  diverse  offences.  As  I  un- 
derstood him,  our  language,  he  said, 
was  ambiguous  and  unintelligible.  We 
had  no  pjlicy  at  all  to  pursue.  We 
ought  t>  have  proposed  a  measure 
of  very  strong  coercion  immediately, 
and  we  ought,  at  the  same  time, 
to  have  prox>  ^sed  some  large  organic 
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rvCmn,  although  the  noble  Earl  went 
on  to  saj  that  each  reform  would  be 
welcomed  neither  by  the  LojaUsts  nor 
by  the  Separatiste.  As  to  the  obsourity 
in  the  para{|^aph  of  the  Speech  to  which 
the  noDle  'EbxI  has  referred,  I  am  very 
aorry  that  my  powers  of  writing  have 
not  at  all  come  up  to  the  flattering  do* 
ftmption  given  of  them  by  the  noble 
KarL  But  it  seems  to  me  that  this  lan- 
guage is  OS  clear  and  precise  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  language  to  be — 

"  I  sm  rcsolat«ly  opposed  to  any  diiturbanco 
of  that  fundamental  law.  and  in  resisting  it  I 
am  convinced  that  I  shall  bo  heartily  supported 
by  my  rurliament  and  my  paoplo." 

Is  it  possible  to  state  in  more  distinct 
and  absolute  language  our  resolution  to 
maintain  the  Leffislative  Union  between 
England  and  Irelond  ?  The  noblo  Earl 
said  we  had  no  riRht  to  pretend  that  wo 
followed  exactly  the  Speeches  that  Lord 
Grey  prepared  in  1833  and  1831.  Wo 
never  pretended  that  we  did  follow  them 
oiactly.  We  have  never  mentioned  the 
Hpeeches  of  1833  and  1834.  This  is  an 
expression,  not  in  the  mouth  of  King 
William  IV.,  but  in  that  of  Queen  Yio- 
toria.  It  is  an  expression  of  opinion 
which  it  seemed  to  us  important  to  give 
in  cloar  and  unambiguous  language  in 
the  year  1886,  and  not  in  the  year  1833 ; 
and  if  the  result,  under  the  circum- 
stances, is  that  our  Speech  is  not  a  pro* 
else  copy  of  the  Speech  delivered  by 
King  W  illiam  IV.,  I  Bhould  sav  that  it 
was  a  natural  result  to  predict  from  the 
cirounihtances  of  the  case.  The  Speech 
of  William  lY.,  to  which  the  noblo  Earl 
reform,  no  doubt,  was  dealing  with  a 
stato  of  Ireland  that,  in  one  sense,  was 
very  formidable.  Order  was  very  much 
more  broken  up  than  it  is  now ;  but  in 
another  sense  it  was  far  less  formidable. 
There  was  not  a  coneorrencc  of  86  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  in  behalf  of  repeal  of 
the  Union ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
erer^  consideration  which  justified  the 
Ministry  of  that  day  in  recording  in 
dear  language  their  determination  to 
uphold  the  fonndatioii  of  oar  Constita- 
tioaal  system  and  the  United  Kingdom 
instifiaa  ns  all  the  mote  in  using  similar 
laagnage.  And,  may  I  be  allowed  to 
say  that  the  csmm^aneea  of  the  time 
rcs^nire  each  unambignons  langua^o 
bom,  «a.  Bnt  it  has  not  been  used  by 
erwybody ;  there  are  others  who  hav^ 
ali:,wed  i«preasi<ms  uf  their  opinions  tt> 
go  Istth,  lata!  to  the  maintenance  of  X\xv 


Legislatire  Union,  and  they  have  met 
those  impressions  with  no  clear  contra- 
diction. They  have  practically  given 
all  the  support  that  their  authority  could 
furnish  to  the  belief  cherished  by  the 
Separatist  Party,  that  the  hour  of  their 
triumph  is  at  hand.  It  seemed  to  us 
very  necessary  to  show  that,  at  all 
events,  we  would  have  no  share  in  tho 
responsibility  for  that  ambiguity,  and 
that  our  opinions,  such  as  they  were, 
should  be  boldly  stated  and  manfully 
maintained.  My  Lords,  it  has  been  no 
small  addition  to  the  responsibilities 
which  this  Government  has  had  to  face ; 
it  has  been  no  small  addition  that  from 
time  to  time  we  have  had  declarations 
of  opinion— or  indication?,  I  should 
rather  say,  of  opinion — from  Mr.  Glad- 
stone,  operating  with  fatal  effect  upon 
those  with  whom  wo  were  dealing. 
Doubtless,  your  Lordships  will  remem- 
ber  the  elaborate  statement  just  at  the 
timo  when  we  were  negotiating  with  the 
Sultan  and  trying  to  repair  the  chaos 
that  had  been  created  in  Egypt.  Your 
Lordships  will  remember  the  declaration 
that  came  from  Mr.  Gladstone,  that  we 
ought  to  escape  from  Egypt  as  rapidly 
as  we  could,  and  apparently  by  any 
means.  What  do  you  imagine  tho 
effect  of  that  was  in  Egypt  f  The  noble 
Earl  has  reproached  mo  because  the 
Oonvontion  of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolif 
did  not  convince  the  Soudanese  that 
their  enterprize  was  impossible.  But 
tho  Soudanese  were  speculating  on  the 
possibilities  of  English  politics.  They 
were  told  that  there  was  an  English  Mi- 
nister who  was  prepared  to  give  them 
whatever  thej  liked,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment right  through  Egypt  there  was  a 
change  of  tone  and  a  belief  that  the 
policy  of  England  could  not  be  relied  on 
as  stable  and  certain,  and  that  they  had 
only  to  wait  in  order  to  get  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  dreams  which 
they  had  hitherto  entertained.  The 
same  thing  has  happened  with  re- 
spect to  Ireland.  The  noble  Earl 
spoke  of  the  failure  of  the  experiment 
which  we  made  last  summer.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  admit  the  description  of 
it  which  he  gave.  The  problem  which 
we  had  to  decide  was  whether  theCrim<>s 
Act  was  an  Act  which  it  was  desirable 
for  us,  under  tho  cin*ums!ances  then 
existing,  to  renew.  We  came  clearly 
to  the  ct^nclusion  that  it  was  not  de- 
sirable to  renew  it.    Why  f    Tartly  be- 
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eaoM  b J  the  aoeoonU  we  reoeived  of  the 
•tate  of  the  ootmtry  there  seemed  to  be 
a  eUite  of  returning  order;  and  we 
entertained  a  hope  that  the  neoeasity 
of  having  coercive  legislation  had  passed 
awaj.  But»  much  more  than  that,  bo- 
cause  the  special  prorisionR  of  tho  Crimos 
Act  had  ceased  to  bo  of  any  value 
for  the  purposofi  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. The  spooial  provisions  of  the 
Act  were  of  very  great  use  at  the  time 
when  they  were  enacted;  but  in  the 
summer  of  1881— though  I  do  not  say 
that  the  evils  a^nst  which  they  wore 
levelled  had  entirely  disappeared — thore 
waa  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  very 
great  change  in  the  character  of  those 
evils;  and  that  the  evils  whish  the 
Orimea  Act  dealt  with  were  n<r  longer 
prominent  or  marked,  while  another 
class  of  evils  whioh  the  Act  was  unable 
to  repress  appeared  to  be  growing  in 
importance.  It  was,  indeed,  generally 
admitted  on  the  other  side  that  the 
ffreater  part  of  the  Crimes  Act  had 
Become  superannuated ;  but  great  stress 
was  laid  on  that  set  of  provisions  which 
provided  for  a  fair  jury  trial.  A  fair 
jury  trial  could  not  be  obtained  two 
years  before ;  but  our  impression  was  at 
the  time  when  we  had  to  deal  with  the 
matter  that  a  fair  trial  oould  be  obtaiued, 
and  that  impression  has  been  justified 
by  facts.  If  you  turn  to  the  records  of 
tha  Mnoster  Assizes  you  will  see  that 
there  was  a  large  number  of  convictions 
obtained  without  much  difficulty ;  and  I 
am  aasured  by  the  Law  Officers  for  Ire- 
land that  there  was  not^  in  their  opi* 
nion,  a  failure  of  justice  in  any  single 
ease;  but  that  doos  not  diminish  the 
evils  under  whioh  Ireland  is  suffering. 
What  I  winh  to  impress  upon  vour 
Ixmishipa  ia  that  the  character  of  those 
evils  has  changed,  and  that  the  particu- 
lar  provisions  of  the  Crimes  Act  to  which 
so  much  importance  was  attached  with 
reapect  to  jury  trials  had  ceased  to  have 
the  value  which  they  formerly  possessed. 
Then,  aa  to  '*  Boycotting."  The  noble 
Karl  addrsasea  us  as  if  *'  Boycotting"  had 
sprung  up  in  our  time ;  as  if  it  was  an  in* 
veatloo  of  the  last  six  months.  W  hy ,  ever 
since  the  Crimes  Act  was  passed  I  believe 
"  Boycotting"  haa  been  steadily  on  the 
incrsiasa.  No  doubt  it  is  increasing  still ; 
but  it  haa  been  steadily  un  tho  iuoroa^o 
•ioce  the  passing  of  Uie  Act,  and  the 
proviaiooa  of  the  Orimea  Act,  aa  a  mat- 
ter of  liMt,  did  not  stop  it ;  and  I  do  not 
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believe  myself  that  any  very  consider* 
able  difference  is  to  be  found  in  the 

f^rogress  of ''Boycotting"  before  the  Act 
apsed,  and  since.  Then,  again,  the 
real  evil — the  mobt  formidable  evil— is 
I  the  growth  of  this  illegal  association. 
I  Woa  that  sn  invention  of  ours  ?  Did 
I  that  bogtn  after  we  had  suffered  the  Act 
to  lapse  ?  I  bclievo  that  before  the  Act 
lapsed  the  number  of  branch  associations 
of  the  L(»ague  had  already  reached  the 
numbor  of  1,000.  Tho  Act  was  power- 
less to  stop  it,  and  to  revive  the  Act  for 
that  purpose  would  have  been  impos- 
sible and  wholly  valueless.  No  doubt 
you  may  say — **  Then,  why  did  not  you 
bring  in  some  other  legislation  ?  "  but 
our  judgment  was — I  do  not  deny  that 
it  was  formed  under  circumstances  of 
some  difficulty — that  with  the  state  of 
Ireland  then  before  us,  the  fact  which 
the  noble  Karl  despises — ^namely,  that  a 
vast  amount  of  power  had  been  given  to 
the  lowest  classes  in  Irelandi  and  that 
any  new  device  of  coercive  law  just 
before  the  elections  was  very  likely  to 
be  interpreted  by  them  aa  intended  to 
limit  the  power  given  to  them  by  Par* 
liament — with  these  facts  before  us,  and 
with  the  knowledge  that  any  such  legis- 
lation, if  proposed,  could  not  be  brought 
into  existence  except  at  the  end  of  a  long 
and  exasperating  campaign  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  we  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  danger  of  exasperation  attaching 
to  such  an  experiment  was  larger  than 
the  danger  of  going  on  with  tho  existing 
law  in  Ireland.  Well,  my  Lords,  to 
some  extent,  standing  as  we  are  now, 
you  may  say  that  the  experiment  haa 
failed.  It  certainly  has  had  every 
chance.  It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate 
the  care,  benevolence,  the  tact,  the 
skill,  whioh  my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl 
of  Carnarvon)  brought  to  bear  on  the 
task  of  executing  the  message  of  concilia- 
tion of  which  he  announced  in  thia 
House  that  he  was  the  bearer.  He  did 
all  that  man  could  have  done.  He  die* 
played  very  high  qualities  of  statesman- 
ship in  the  task  which  he  had  under- 
takon  ;  and  I  still  believe  that  tho  worst 
part  of  tho  failure,  as  we  see  it  now, 
and  the  worst  exaggeration  of  the  symp- 
toms which  Ireland  exhibits,  is  due  to 
tho  declarations  in  favour  of  Home 
Rule  which  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  by  a  leading  statesman.  ["  Oh ! "] 
Yes,  I  say  the  worst;  I  \Ao  not  say 
all  of  them.    I  say  that  thoae  dedara- 
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tions  have  enormoiialy  added  to  oar 
difficulties  and  increased  the  belief  in 
the  minds  of  certain  men  that  thej  are 
going  to  win,  and  their  resolution  to 
take  every  means  and  to  run  OTexy  risk 
for  the  purpose  of  coercing  the  opinion 
of  their  fellow-countrymen  to  the  same 
end. 

Eabl  GHAN  VILLE  :  Mav  I  ask  the 
noble  Marquess  to  what  declarations  he 
refers  ? 

TuK  Marquess  of  SALI8BIIRY: 
To  the  declarations  of  a  distinguished 
statesman.  Thoy  were  declarations 
which  appeared  in  the  newspapers. 
They  seeiuod  to  be  authentic,  and  thoy 
wore  not  distinctly  contradicted.  Do  not 
toll  me  that  when  a  man  in  the  position 
of  Mr.  Oladstone  has  attributed  to  him 
opinions  at  variance  with  all  the  opinions 
of  his  life  and  fatal  to  the  Constitution 
of  this  country -—do  not  tell  me  that  he 
is  at  liberty  to  skulk  behind  ambiguous 
denials,  and  not  to  say  boldly  before  the 
country  whether  the  opinions  which, 
apparently  with  authority,  are  attributed 
to  him  are  really  his  or  not.  If  it  be 
really  true  that  he  has  carefully  concealed 
what  he  really  thought,  and  allowed  the 
Separatist  Pairty  in  Ireland  to  derive  all 
the  advantage  that  they  have  derived 
from  the  oninions  attributed  to  him,  he 
is  scarcely  less  guilty  of  the  result  than 
as  if  the  opinions  circulated  had  actually 
been  his  own.  I  heard  the  other  day  of 
the  efiect  which  thoee  opinions  which 
the  noblo  Earl  affeots  to  disbelieve  have 
had  in  Ireland.  A  great  town  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  deeired  to  borrow 
£100,000,  and  endeavoured  to  borrow  it 
of  some  financial  authorities  in  London. 
Then  came^what  shall  I  call  it  ?~the 
kite  that  was  flown,  the  pilot  balloon  that 
was  sent  up.  Immediately  the  negotia- 
tions were  nroken  off,  and  the  refusal  to 
lend  any  money  to  this  grc^t  town  was 
prcnnpl  and  decisive.  Men  saw  in  the 
rappoeed  opinions  of  a  man  like  Mr. 
Gladstone,  who  has  played  such  a  splen- 
did and  eootiDOQs  part  in  the  history  of 
the  last  half-eestury — tbey  saw  in  the 
optnions  attributed  to  him  dangers  that 
would  make  the  investment  of  capital  in 
Ireland  tneecnre,  and  which  businees 
ueo,  at  all  evsala,  whether  statesman- 
ship did  so  or  not,  oondoded  was  a  suffi- 
ri«^  grovad  for  acting  at  if  the  opinions  ' 
attrib^tAd  to  htm  had  U«&  really  uttered  : 

id  policy  is  indistinct. . 
7^«  Mtrfm*m  %J  Ss/iWary 


by  hta.    My  Lords,  th^  noble  £ari  says 
that 


Our  statement  of  policy,  I  apprehend,  is 
the  usual  statement  tbat  is  put  into  a 
Queen's  Speech  on  such  an  occasion. 
The  government  of  Ireland  has  been 
changed.  As  the  noble  Earl  probably 
knows,  my  distinguished  Friend,  Mr. 
Smith,  undertakes  the  Chief  Secretary- 
ship of  Ireland,  which  means  practically 
that  the  government  of  Ireland  will  be 
committed  to  his  care.  Undoubtedly, 
we  shall  not  have  long  to  wait  for  his 
distinct  opinion  as  to  the  precise  details 
of  the  legislation  which  we  shall  have  to 
recommend.  I  do  not  think  that  on  the 
point  of  his  going  over  to  Ireland  it 
would  bo  fitting  or  wise  to  have  laid  a 
Bill  on  the  Table ;  but  I  can  assure  the 
noble  Earl  that  the  langusge  used  in 
the  Queen's  Speech  indicates  no  doubt, 
no  faltering  on  our  part,  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  action  when  wo  have  received  Mr. 
Smith's  Keport.  I  will  not  anticipate 
what  that  action  must  be.  I  know  tho 
subject  is  full  of  difficulty.  The  noble 
Earl  has  blamed  me  because  in  my  speech 
at  Newport  I  pointed  out  the  singular 
difficulty  attaching  to  all  attempts  to  put 
down  conspiracies  of  this  kind,  in  regard 
to  which  evidence  is  so  hard  to  obtain. 
I  do  not  agree  with  him.  I  do  not  ad- 
mit his  censure.  I  do  not  think  a  public 
man  does  wrongly  in  pointing  out  to  bis 
foUow-countrymen  the  difficulties  that 
lie  in  the  way  of  any  policy  proposed  to 
be  adopted.  Difficulties  are  made  to  be 
conquered ;  but  they  are  not  to  be  con- 
quered by  ignoring  their  existence.  TVe 
wait  until  we  hear  from  Mr.  Smith  his 
precise  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
crisis  with  which  we  have  to  deal.  We 
should  be  unworthv,  I  repeat,  of  the 
position  which  we  hold,  if  we  did  not 
make  the  utmost  effort  that  the  confidence 
of  Parliament  will  enable  us  to  make  in 
order  to  put  a  stop  to  a  state  of  things 
perilous  to  this  country  and  disgraceful 
to  its  reputation  as  a  civilixed  Power. 
But,  my  Lords,  do  not  imagine  that  the 
evil  with  which  we  have  to  deal  is  chiefly 
in  Ireland.  The  disease  is  not  in  Ire- 
land. The  disease  is  here — ^in  West- 
minster. If  you  had  pursued — if  you 
would  now  pursue— any  steady,  unvary- 
ing, and  consistent  policv  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  you  would  find  that  the  pro- 
blems that  that  country  offered  to  you  in 
respect  of  government  are  not  greater 
than  the  problems  of  government  which 
have  been  successively  overcome  by  every 
Government  in  the   world.    There   is 
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aothing  in  thmn  of  that  eztraordinafy 
09  oztrtmo  ohAractar  that  should  set  at 
dofiaaoe  the  roaoaroM  of  oiTilization. 
Bnt  it  ia  necessary,  aboTO  all  things,  that 
the  |>lay  of  our  Party  system  shall  not 
call  into  question  the  foundations  upon 
which  our  polity  rests.  It  is  necessary 
thmt  men  should  not  be  able  to  speculate 
on  the  chanf^  of  Party  to  Party  in  the 
hope  of  altering  the  fundamental  laws  on 
which  the  union  of  the  United  Kingdom 
If  you  have  instability    of 


parpoee,  if  you  have  a  policy  shifting 
from  fife  years  to  fire  years  with  each 
change  in  the  wheel  of  political  fortune, 
or  the  humour  of  political  Parties  in  this 
(onntrT,you  are  drifting  straight  to  a 
ntin  wbidi  will  engulf  England  and  Ire- 
land alike.  Your  hope  is  not  so  much  in 
this  or  that  particular  plan  or  panacea 
for  restoring  order,  or  maintaining  law, 
or  roriTing  the  oondttions  of  ciTiiized  life 
in  Ireland.  Your  hope  is  in  this— that 
Parliament  shall  school  itself  to  adopt  a 
steady,  consistent  policy,  and  maintain  it 
when  it  is  once  adopted.  A  resolution 
of  that  kind  manfully  carried  out  will 
restore  that  prosperity  to  which  Ireland 
has  for  so  long  been  a  stranger. 

Eael  SPENCEB  :  I  do  not  intend  to 
follow  the  speakers  that  hare  preceded 
me  into  the  Tarious  topics  on  which 
they  have  addressed  the  House ;  but  I 
think  it  is  right  that  I  should  make 
some  remarks  upon  what  the  noble 
Marnueas  oppositf^  (the  Marouoss  of 
Saltsbury)  has  said  with  regard  to  my 
Administration  in  Ireland.  The  noble 
Marquess  admitted  that  the  state  of 
IreUnd  was  very  grave  ;  but  he  add<'d 
that  the  gravity  of  affairs  in  Ireland 
had  been  largely  increased  by  state* 
meiits  which  anpeared — unauthorized 
stotements,  as  i  maintain — ^in  certain 
papers.  It  is  not  for  me  to  defend  my 
right  hon.  Friend  ^Mr.  Oladstono),  to 
ww>m  those  statements  were  attributed. 
He  win  himself  meet  those  Atatemonts  if 
chaUeoged;  but  I  will  point  out  that 
th««  lawTessoeas  at  present  prevalent  in 
that  eoontiy  eoold  not  have  occurred  in 
consequence  of  any  statement  my  riglit 
hon.  Friend  has  made,  and  I  will  ask 
the  aobta  ICarqasss  whether  the  state  of 
things  of  which  he  speaks,  and  of  which 
Wf  have  heard  so  mu«*h  within  th<«  lant 
few  days,  had  not  arisen  long  b(.«fore 
thoae  statements  appeared?  Thoy  ap* 
pentad  in  the  beginning  of  December; 
and  if  the  repotta  eutrent  in  the  news* 


papers  were  oorrect,  Ireland  waa  in  a  very 
dangerous  condition  long  before  then .  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  noble  Marquess 
himself  may  hare  given  some  encourage- 
ment to  "  Boycotting  "  by  the  words  in 
which  ho  referred  to  it  in  his  speech  at 
Newport.  No  doubt,  the  noble  Mar- 
quess has  a  right  to  point  out  difRculties ; 
but  there  are  certain  things  which  it  is 
not  necessary  for  a  person  in  his  position 
to  say,  and  the  National  League  must 
have  received  considerable  encourage- 
ment from  the  noble  Marouess's  state- 
mont  that  the  ofTonco  would  be  likely 
to  die  from  the  Nemesis  of  its  own 
action,  and  that  it  would  be  imi>os8iblo, 
or  at  least  extremely  difficult,  for  any 
Qovemment  to  deal  with  it.  Ilaving 
regard  to  the  condition  of  Ireland  when 
the  present  Government  came  into  OfBco, 
I  think  that  thoy  took  on  thomselvos  a 
serious  responsibility  in  not  renewing 
any  portion  of  the  Crimes  Act.  I  do 
not  say  that  they  were  wrong  in  not  re- 
newing the  whole  of  the  Crimes  Act — 
there  was  no  question  of  that — but  cer- 
tain important  .portions  of  it,  which,  in 
my  opimon,  and  in  that  of  the  late  Qo- 
vemment, were  essential  for  the  main- 
tenance of  law  and  order  in  Ireland, 
and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  change 
of  venue  and  special  juries.  In  wishing 
to  retain  those  portions,  we  had  no  wish 
to  interfere  with  liberty,  simply  wishing 
that  the  people  should  enjoy  that 
liberty  unmolested,  of  which,  in  Eng- 
land, we  are  so  proud.  At  the  time  wo 
left  Office,  outrages  had  fallen  to  a  very 
low  ebb  indeed.  But  the  fact  remained 
that  it  was  only  recently  that  those  or- 
ganisations of  crime  had  been  broken 
up,  and  condign  punishment  had  been 
meted  out  to  the  offenders.  I  never 
heard  from  any  reports  of  the  Law 
Officers  before  I  left  Ireland  that  the 
ordinary  iurors  were  to  be  relied  on ; 
and  I  challenge  the  noble  Marquess  to 
produce  any  evidence  that,  on  entering 
office,  his  Government  had  received  any 
such  reports  as  would  give  them  reason 
to  believe  they  could  rely  on  any  ordi- 
nary jury  in  either  Leinster,  Munster, 
or  Connaught.  No  doubt,  the  jurors 
have  recently  done  well;  but  that  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  trial  of  prisoners 
at  the  Winter  Assizes  is  tantamount  to 
a  change  of  venue  and  special  juries. 
Prisoners  from  Clare  and  Kerry,  for 
instance,  are  brought  to  Cork,  and  in* 
stead  of  being  tried  by  rural  jurors  of 
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their  own  coanty,  who  are  Bubject  to  be 
intimidated,  they  are  tried  by  juries 
composed  of  Cork  citizens.    I  ask  the 
noble  Marquess  whether  he  has  con- 
sidered this  matter;  and  I  would  ask 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
now  rely  upon  a  jury  in  Ireland  for  con- 
victing a  man  committed  for  agrarian 
crime,  or  crime  connected  with  agrarian 
matters?    Take  the  county  of  Kerry, 
where  we  have  had  the  instance  of  a 
cruel    murder — that  of    Mr.    Curtin. 
What  has  occurred  since?    The  very 
people  who    boldly  and   courageously 
oamo  forward  to  give  evidence  of  the 
murder  have  public  opinion    in    that 
county  raised  against  them  so  strongly 
that  they  have  to  bo  protected  by  police ; 
and  his  daughters,  wno  came  forward  to 
protect  their  father,  and  afterwards  gave 
witness  of  the  murder,  have  been  **  Boy- 
cotted "  by  the  people  around.     If  such 
was  the  caso  m  these  circumstances, 
what  would  be  done  to  Jurors  and  those 
who  may  have  to  come  rorward  and  vin- 
dicate the  law  ?    I  believed  that  it  was 
necessary  to  introduce  this  important 
alteration  in  the  law ;  and  I  believe  it  was 
a  most  serious  risk  to  attempt  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country  without  the 
power  of  changing  the  venue.  The  noble 
Marquess  has  referred  to  the  decrease  of 
ordinary  crime.  I  admit — I  am  proud  to 
admit — ^that.  under  the  operation  of  the 
Crimes  Act,  it  had  decreased  in  the  most 
remarkable  way ;  but  there  is  always  a 
fear  of  its  beginning  again.    In  1 88 1  the 
number  of  eases  of  agrarian  crime  was 
4,439;  in  1882  the  number  was  3,433  ; 
while  in  1884  the  number  was  only  762 ; 
but  should  there  be  a  fresh  outbreak  of 
agrarian  crime,  I  believe  we  should  not 
bo  able  to  depend  on  the  ordinary  law 
or  ordinary  iuries.  The  noble  Marquess 
has   referred  to  the  existence   of  the 
National  League,  and  he  said  that  it 
had  incre«eed  to  an  enormous  number 
of  branches  at  the  time  when  they  took 
OAc«*:   bat  I  do  not  think  that  they 
ever  attacked  the  Irish  Qoverament  for 
that.     I  admit  the  fact  that  the  National 
LeainK".  which  in  its  oonstitntion  was 
l^^gal«  had  greatly  increased  in  power ; 
l«t  dnriag  the  time  I  was  in  Ireland 
tbete    w^Te   no    repeated    acts   of  its 
leadefa,  or  its  committees,   or  of  any- 
<«e  of  mfldent  iapottaBoe  in  it,  which 
l^rnvght  It  under  Uie  ban  of  the  law. 
There  are,  I  adnut,  great  diflcolties  in 


proceeding  against  the  members  of  an 
association  such  as  this ;  and  I  believe 
that  during  the  three  years  in  which  1 
held  Office   it   would  have  been    ex- 
tremely hazardous  to  take  any  proceed- 
ings against  the  National  Lesgue,  bo- 
cause  there  is  nothing  more  destructive 
to,  and  calculated  to  discredit,  the  main- 
tenance of  the  law  than  the  institution 
of  a  weak  prosecution  which    breaks 
down.    I  am  not,  however,  aware  that 
there  were  any  special  provisions  in  the 
Crimes  Act  si^cient  to  put  down  such 
associations   as  the    National  League. 
What  my  Government  attempted  to  do 
was  this — we  endeavoured  to  maintain 
the  law  throughout  Ireland,  and  bring 
to  justice  all  those  who  committed  of- 
fences— whether  of  intimidation  or  other- 
wise— against  the    law,   whether  they 
were  members  of  the  National  League 
or  not.    My  belief  is,  that  we  did  check 
to  a  great  extent  the  influx  of  the  Na- 
tional League,  and  that  we  did  keep 
intimidation  in  check,  though  I  admit 
that  its  existence  caused  anxiety.    For 
that  reason  I  strongly  advocated  the  re- 
enactmont  of  powers  to  keep  it  in  check. 
If  the  clause  against  intimidation  were 
allowed  to  drop  I  feared  that  the  power  of 
the  National  League  and  of  intimidation 
would  increase  to  an  enormous  extent, 
and  that  the  liberty  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  Ireland  would  be  destroyed. 
We  who  are  out  of  Office  are  not  able  to 
know  the  exact  number  of  cases ;  but, 
from  statements  in  the  public  Press  and 
from  the  words  of  the  noble  Duke  oppo- 
site ^the  Duke  of  Abercom)  and  of  the 
noble  Marquess,  I  greatly  fear  that  the 
condition  of  Ireland  with  regard  to  inti- 
midation   and   "Boycotting''  is   more 
serious  than  it  has  ever  been  before; 
and  if  this  be  so,  I  maintain  that  it 
has  increased  ten-fold  or  a  hundred- 
fold since  I  had  the  responsibility  of 
the  Irish  Government.    With  reg^ard  to 
''Boyootting"  having  arisen    in    con- 
nection with  the  Crimes  Act,  "Boycot- 
ting" was  in  full  force  when  I  went  to 
Ireland.   Take  Wexford  for  an  example; 
in  that  county  "Bovcotting/'  which  nad 
Ix^en  prevalent  before,  ceased  entirely 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act.     At  this 
moment  is  it  firae  from  it?    I  do  not 
want  to  dwell  too  much  on  this  painful 
subject  of  crime.     It  is  a  ve^  seriooa 
thing  that  the  law  should  not  be  main* 
tain«d  in  that  ooontry,  and  it  is  essential 
that  a  policy  should  be  puvued  by  which 
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Uv  and  order  should  be  restored  and 
maintained  in  Ireland.  The  noblo  Mar- 
qni««a  referred  to  the  question  of  insta- 
bility; bat  I  would  ask  whether  any 
greater  sign  of  instability  could  be 
»bown  than  that  the  Consenratire  Party, 
who  hare  always  stood  up  and  said  that 
law  and  order  should  be  maintained, 
iihould  hare  rejt*cted  the  advice  of  tliosu 
who  wero  concern  ihI  in  the  govern  men  t 
of  Ireland,  and  ohould  havo  u^iHot  the 
n<i!icy  of  maintaining  law  and  order? 
What  could  hare  a  greater  eiTect  ui)ou 
tho  existence  of  stability  than  the  policy 
which  the  Conservative  Party,  led  by 
thi*  noble  Marquess,  initiated  last  year? 
When  I  consider  that  want  of  stability, 
I  almost  despair  of  finding  a  remedy  for 
the  groat  evils  we  find  in  that  country. 
I  wish  the  noble  Man^uess,  in  the  Uuecn's 
Speech,  had  been  more  explicit  about 
what  he  is  going  to  do.  11  u  suid  that  tho 
n*ason  why  the  light  hon.  Gentleman 
the  late  SiH^ntsry  of  State  for  AVar  (^Ir. 
W.  11.  Smith)  was  going  over  was  that 
they  might  have  the  advantage  of  his 
advice.  But  I  should  like  to  know  what 
has  been  the  advice  of  tho  present  Vice- 
roy, and  of  the  present  Chief  Secretary, 
and  what  has  been  the  adviceof  the  noble 
and  I(>atned  Lord  opposite  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  (Lord  Ashbourne)  ? 
I>id  they  say  that  tho  law  was  respected, 
and  that  tho  Uueen's  writ  ran  through- 
oat  the  country  ?  I  think  that  the  poHcy 
of  tho  Government  in  the  matter  is 
vague  and  undecided ;  but  I  also  think 
it  ia  absolutelv  essential  that  we  should 
know  prscisefy  from  the  Government 
what  the  actual  condition  of  the  country 
i«  as  to  outrages  and  as  to  intimidation. 
They  should  either  be  able  to  say  that 
special  legislation  was  not  necessary  for 
Ireland^  or  be  pr«*pared  with  it  at  once  if 
it  is.  I  thank  you,  my  Lords,  for  listen- 
ing to  these  remarks,  which  I  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  since  allu* 
aaon  was  made  to  my  administration  in 
Iralaad. 

The  Li)Bl)  CH ANCEIJi^JR  of  IRE- 
I^N1>  (Lord  AAUB*irBKE) :  My  Lords, 
it  is  not  sur{>rising,  having  regard  to 
tho  statements  made  in  the  public  Press 
und  those  made  by  tlio  influential  depu- 
tation from  Ireland,  composed  of  all 
I*arties,  that  waited  upon  my  noble 
Friend  the  Prime  Minister,  as  well  as 
those  made  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
inaugnrated  by  my  noble  Friend  (the 
Dake  of  Abetooro),  that  that  debate 


should  largely  turn  upon  the  condition 
of  Ireland.  They  all  lead  to  a  view  of 
Ireland  which  is  not  satisfactory,  and 
which,  indeed,  has  boon  described  as 
very  gloomy.  I  listened  with  eamefct 
attention  to  tho  interesting  speech  of 
tho  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
bition  (Earl  Granville),  and  especially 
to  liis  references  to  Ireland ;  I  listened 
with  attention  and  respect  to  the  speech 
of  the  noblo  Earl  the  luto  Viceroy  (Earl 
Spencer).  What  the  noblo  Eurl  said 
was  interesting,  and  entitled  to  tho 
closest  attention  ;  but  I  venture  to  think 
that  what  he  did  not  say  is  not  en- 
tirely unworthy  of  consideration.  The 
general  condition  of  Ireland  is  one  with 
respect  to  which,  though  men  may 
diii'er  as  to  details,  there  is  very  little 
difference  as  to  the  way  in  which  it  is 
to  be  regarded.  The  Press  practically 
regards  it  in  only  one  way ;  and  influen- 
tifQ  deputations  of  all  Parties  have  en* 
deavoured — not  always  with  success — 
to  address  themselves  to  the  Leaders  of 
both  Parties.  Closely  identified  with 
Ireland  as  I  am,  I  have  always  tried  to 
avoid  taking  a  desponding  view  of  my 
country.  I  have  always  striven,  in  every 
debate  in  which  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  take  part,  to  urge  that  the  best  pos* 
sible  way,  no  matter  how  dark  may  bo 
tho  prospect  at  the  present  time — no 
matter  how  little  room  there  may  bo 
for  immediate  hope — is  to  avoid  the 
language  of  exaggeration  and  tho  Ian* 
guage  of  panic.  Tho  condition  of  Ire* 
land  is  grave,  serious,  and  anxious; 
and  I  can  use  no  words  too  strong  to 
express  the  momentous  gravity  of  the 
crisis.  The  real  questions  are— What  ia 
the  present  condition  of  Ireland,  and 
what  is  the  remedy  for  that  condition  V 
I  wish  Ireland  could  be  put  altogether 
outaido  the  region  of  Party  politics. 
Of  course,  I  am  a  Party  man ;  but  I 
have  used  this  language  in  Opposition, 
and  no  one  knows  that  better  than  the 
late  Viceroy.  The  present  condition  of 
Ireland  is,  as  I  have  said,  calculated  to 
I  excite  anxiety.  Intimidation  is  consi- 
I  derable.  It  is  not  universal.  In  many 
parts  of  the  country  it  is  potent;  in 
other  parts  it  is  growing.  The  National 
League  has  been  referred  to,  and  in  a 
j  way  which  rightly  indicatea  that  it  is 
,  a  great  factor  in  the  present  problem  ; 
,  but  I  would  remind  your  Lordships  that 
,  it  ia  not  the  growth  of  yesterday  —  its 
;  organixation  grew  up  in  the  time  of  the 


75 


Addras  in 


{LOBDS} 


Answer  io  Ser 


76 


noble  Earl  opposite  the  late  Viceroy. 
It  succeeded  almost  at  once  the  Land 
League.    I  do  not  make  these  observa- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  indulging  in 
recrimination;   but  it  is  necessary  to 
bear  dearly  in  mind    that    it  is  not 
the    gprowth    of    yesterday,    and    that 
it  did  not  come  into  existence  ivith  the 
present  Government.    The  Gfovemment 
xound  it  in  active  operation  when  they 
came  into  power.    In  Juno  last,  when 
my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Carnar- 
von) succeeded  the  noble   Earl,  there 
were  over  800  branchoSi  and  when  the 
Grimes  Act  expired  there  were  about 
1,000.    This  greatly  operates  on    the 
movement.    I  beg  to  tell  your  Lord- 
ships   what    also   operates    upon    the 
strength  of  the  movement — and  it  has 
been  alluded  to  already  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  grappled  with  very  feebly  by 
those  who  have  since  spoken  on  the  other 
side — and  that  is  the  statements  of  re- 
sponsible English  Ministers.    I  venture 
to  think  that  there  never  was  a  state- 
ment more  wild,  more  reckless,  more 
mischievous,  than  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Childers  in  reference    to  what  would 
happen  to  the  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  he  says  he  used 
the  word  **  police ; "  but  that  was  under- 
stood in  Ireland  as  meaning  the  Con- 
stabulary and  the  Dublin  Metropolitan 
Police— the  only  police  there.    I  think 
that  if  the  noble  Earl  the  late  Viceroy 
were  speaking  after  me,  he  would  find 
it  absolutely  impossible  not  to  endorse, 
by  his  eloquent  silence,  every  one  of 
those  adjectives.    If  there  is  any  noble 
Lord  on  the  Front    Bench  who  is  yet 
going  to  take  part  in  this  debate,  I  ven- 
ture to  think  he  will  not  use  a  word 
indicating  concurrence  in  the  suggc^^tion 
that    any    Oovemment,   at    any  time, 
would  be  justified  in  handing  over  the 
control  of  the  Irish  Constabulary  to  any 
other  control   than   that  which   exists. 
Mr.  Childers  is,  of  course,  an  eminent 
statesman ;  but  there  are  other  degrees 
of  eminence.     Ilis  words  were  compara- 
tivelv  mild  side  by  side  with  the  language 
attributed  to  the  Prime  Minister— ;;  Lauffh- 
Ur.l~--1  mean,  of  course,  the  late  Prime 
Minister.    As  long  as  the  Elections  were 
going  on,  not  a  whisper  could  be  gained 
from    Mr.  Gladstone   as   to  what    he 
thought;  and  when  he  was  appealed 
to  by  Mr.  Pamell,  in  respectful  terms, 
to  state  what  scheme  he  would  like 
pfsssnted,  Mr.  Pamell   was   told,  in 
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weighty  and  dignified  language  from 
Scotland,  that  Mr.  Gladstone  was  not  pre- 
pared    to    do   anything    of   the    kind. 
]3ut,   as  if  by  magic,   when    the  last 
poll  of  the  General  Election  was  over, 
the  whole  country  was  flooded   by  a 
statement,    of    considerable    precision, 
that    Mr.    Gladstone    would    be    pro- 
pared  to  discuss,  examine,  or  present, 
or  something  of  that  kind,  a  scheme, 
if  the  opportunity  were  afforded  him. 
I  am  told  by  the  late  Viceroy  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  has  denied,  and  is  going  to 
deny,  that.    I  do  not  attribute  to  tho 
right  hen.  Gentleman  any  attempt  to 
spread  these  reports;   but  certainly,  I 
must  say,  he  was  very  unfortunate  in  the 
mode  and  method  of  his  denial.  If  I  were 
irreverent — which  I  am  not — ^I  would 
SBj  that  his  language  was  involved ;  I 
might  say  that  it  was  *'  characteristic," 
whatever  that  means.    But  I  desire  to 
contrast  these  earlier  denials  with  the 
method  of  repudiation  adopted  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  within  three  days,  when  he 
refused    to    receive    a   deputation    of 
Loyalists  from    Ireland.      Me  aUuded 
then  to  the  charges  which  had  been 
made  as  mischievous  and  groundless. 
What  were  these  charges  ?    If  he  was 
able  so  to  describe  them,  three  days 
before  the  opening  of  Parliament,  what 
was  to  prevent  him  using  these  clear 
words,    BO    emphatically   contradicting 
them,    a    month    or   six    weeks   sgo? 
However  that   may  be,   I  think  that 
good  has  come  from  the  starting  of  the 
question ;  in  whatever  way  it  may  havo 
arisen,  it  has  caused  a  preliminary  dis- 
cussion and  examination  of  the  question, 
powerful  and  exhaustive,  in  the  Press, 
and  thus  it  is  that  Parliament  is  now 
fairly  able   to   understand   this    ques- 
tion.    The  paragraph   in  the  Queen's 
Speech  in  reference  to  the  Legislative 
Lnion  is,  I  venture  to  say,  about  one  of 
the  clearest  that  ever  was  framed.     It 
represents  the  views  of  the  Government, 
and,  I  believe,  of  the  country ;  and  I  call 
the  attention  of  your  Lordships  to  this — 
that  not  one  syllable  has  been  heard  to 
indicate  that  it  does  not  represent  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  this  House.    Tho 
paragraph  is  simple ;  but  the  noble  Earl 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  a  master 
of  phrases,  calls  it  **  abstract."    Is  it 
meant  to  be  suggested  that  the  question 
has  not  become  a  living  question  now, 
with  86  men  returned  to  Parliament  to 
demand  hardly  anything  else  ?    Whal^ 
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then,  18  the  meaning  of  this  specious 
word  "  abstract  ?  **  it  is  a  very  good 
word,  but  it  does  not  tell  much.  But  is 
the  paragraph  true  ?  That  is  the  ques- 
tioD.  The  noble  Earl  sat  down  without 
dissenting  from  a  singlo  word  in  that 
ranigra|m  ;  and  the  noblo  I'^arl  the  late 
Viceroy,  in  his  interesting  speech,  avoided 
abaolutolj  oven  the  smallest  reference  to 
the  subji^ct.  Bejond  that,  nono  of  the 
noble  Lords  who  have  spoken  have 
otTered  any  hostile  criticism  upon  it. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  that  ?  Either 
the  noble  Karl  agrees  with  the  para- 
graph and  of  the  way  in  which  it  pro* 
««nta  the  question,  or  else  he  is  afraid 
tr>  suggest  to  public  opinion  how  it  is. 
Tho  only  criticism  which  we  have  heard 
bs4  been  with  reference  to  the  inten- 
tt'  -n*  of  tho  Qovemmont  in  tho  x^resent 
stata  of  the  country.  My  Lords,  I  am 
not  awaro  that  there  is  any  ground  for 
hostile  oritieism  in  reference  to  the 
artioo  of  the  Government  on  this  point. 
Th(*  paragraph  in  reference  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  is,  in  my  opinion, 
a  true  paragraph.  It  depicts  in  no 
roscato  noe,  and  under  no  hopeful 
aspect,  what  is  tho  position  of  affairs. 
It  also  indicati»s,  I  venture  to  think, 
with  oonsidarablo  clcamcHs,  what  are 
the  views  of  the  Government  as  to  the 
bost  way  to  cope  with  this  matter.  The 
intimidation  wnich  prevails  in  Ireland, 
wherever  it  does  exist  in  all  its  vigour, 
i«  an  intimidation  which  is  not  confined 
in  its  operations  to  one  class  or  one 
creed,  but  goes  equally  against  Catholics 
as  against  Protestants,  against  peer  as 
against  peasant,  against  merchant  as 
against  artisan.  The  agents  which  feed 
tills  organization  are  sympathy  and 
terror.  Tho  Government  have  applied 
to  tho  best  of  their  ability,  and  with  all 
the  vigour  they  could,  the  powers  of  the 
ordinaty  law  to  put  down  this  deplorable 
s^ikt«*m.  We  have  been  taunted  about 
the  Crimea  Act  and  the  non-renewal  of 
it.  I  think  it  is  to  be  n^gretted  that  the 
late  Government  never  stated,  until  they 
left  Offlce,  what  particular  paragraphs  of 
the  Grimes  Act  they  had  decided  upon 
renewing,  although  they  were  asked 
over  and  over  again,  in  my  pre- 
fence,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
do  so.  The  ordinary  law — which  I 
do  not  any  ia  aofficient^haa,  however, 
mider  the  wiae  and  able  guidance  of  my 
noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Carnarvon}, 
adainistered  with  tigoor  end 


ofTect.  Although  aome  of  the  effects 
of  the  operation  of  the  ordinary  law 
have  been  extroraely  good,  I  do  not 
say  that  all  the  results  have  been 
what  we  could  desire.  My  noble  Friend 
the  FHme  Minister  was  perfectly  accu- 
rate when  he  referred  to  the  results  of 
the  Winter  Assizes,  for  tho  proceedings 
there  were  satisfactory.  Now,  it  is  ob- 
viously right,  when  there  is  a  chango  in 
the  personnel  of  the  Irish  Administration, 
and  when  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
W.  n.  Smith)  is,  with  great  public 
spirit,  about  to  apply  his  great  and 
recognized  powers  to  this  difficult  and 
somewhat  thankless  task,  that  he  should 
be  given  an  opportunity,  in  that  great 
position  of  responsibility  which  he  will 
fill,  for  considering  clonely  and  anxiously 
exactly  what  it  is  he  would  desire  to 
have  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
Parliament.  The  Government  are  keenly, 
seriously  conscious  of  their  duty  in  re- 
ference to  Ireland.  It  is  their  re- 
solute purpose,  to  the  best  of  their 
power,  to  fulfil  it.  Ireland  must  al- 
ways be  ruli^,  and  should  always  be 
ruled,  with  l^iiidly  sympathy,  impartial 
justice,  and  unflinching  firmness;  it 
should  be  ruled  with  an  anxious  desire 
to  do  justice  to  Ireland — that  is,  to  all 
in  Ireland,  and  life,  property,  and 
liberty  mu£t  be  preserved  there.  Those 
arc  the  conditions  of  ever^  civilized 
society.  One  of  the  first — mdeed  tho 
very  first — condition  of  liberty  is  that 
men  shall  be  able  to  go  about  their 
ordinary  avocations,  and  to  diacharge 
their  dutiea  honestly  and  fairly,  without 
fear  of  having  their  lives  placed  in 
jeopardy  or  ruin  brought  upon  their 
trade  or  businesses.  The  Government 
recognize  their  duty  in  these  difficult 
and  anxious  circumstances ;  and  I  trust 
that  your  Lordships  will  give  them 
credit  for  an  eameat  and  resolute  inten- 
tion to  spare  no  effort  lovally  to  fulfil 
their  duty  to  the  very  best  of  their 
ability. 

Tub  Eabl  of  KIMBFJILEY  :  My 
Lords,  there  was  one  observation  made 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Ashbourne}  in  which  I  thoroughly 
concur,  and  that  was  when  he  statt^d 
that  the  Irish  Question  had  been  dis« 
cussed  far  too  much  from  a  Party  point 
of  view.  I  anppoae  all  of  na  would 
deaire,  if  it  were  poaaible,  that  our 
Party  qnarrela  ahould  not  affect  ao 
•tron^j  aa  they  have  done  Irish  poliey. 
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Bat  what  did  tbo  noble  and  learned 
Lord  proceed  to  do?     Ho  proceeded 
himielfy  in  Bontence  after  sentence,  to 
make  a  yigoroos  Party  attack  on  the 
Opposition,  and  so  to  bring  into  his  dis- 
cussion of  Irish  policy  that  which  he, 
with  singular  inconsistency,  said  ought 
to  be  removed  from  Party  warfare,  and 
he  contrived  to  bring  into  the  matter  as 
much  Party  animosity  as  could  bo  ex- 
pected from  a  Gentleman  of  his  very 
amiable  temper.     That  is  not  the  spirit 
in  which  we  should  approach  a  crisis 
perhaps  the    n\08t  grave   during    this 
century  in  Irish  aflairs.     If  wo  do,  I 
agree  with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
that  wo  are  likely  to  do  ver^'  little  for 
the  good  of  the  country.     Now  wo  are 
waiting  to  hear  what  is  the  policy  which 
the  Oovemmcnt  recommends;  and  our 
complaint  is  that  there  is  a  want  of  pre- 
cision in  the  statements  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    Before  we  can  decide  or  agree 
about  it  we  must  know  what  that  policy  is. 
'*  Oh,  but,"  said  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  "look  at  our  grand   declaration 
about  the  Union" — which    my  noble 
Friend    behind    me    (Earl    Granville) 
called  an  abstract  Resolution.    And  so 
I  think  it  is,  because  the  point  is  not  to 
pass    some    high-sounding    Resolution 
that  we  are  all  in  favour  of;  the  real 
point  is  how,  in  the  present  condition  of 
Ireland,  with  85  Parnellite  Members  re- 
turned, with  "Boycotting"  rife  through- 
out the  country,  with  the  Crimes  Act 
lapsed,  the  withdrawal  suddenly  of  my 
noble  Friend  (the  ICarl  of  Carnarvon), 
and  the  advent  to  Ireland  of  a  Gentleman 
very  able  and  highly  respectable,  but 
knowing  very  little  of  Irish  affairs,  the 
(rovemment  are  going  to  face  the  crisis. 
The  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Carnarvon) 
certainly  had  a  |K>lioy,  and  a  very  sin- 
gular T>o)icy  it  waa.      I  listened  with 
astoni^llment  to  his  mobt  rath  and  un- 
fortunate spe<'ch«  in  wliieh,  referring  to 
the  renulution  ^f  the  Government  not  to 
renew  any  of  th<*  provisions  of  the  Crimes 
Act,  ho  Hdid — ••  1  believe,  for  my  own 
part,  that  upeiial  legislation  of  this  sort ' 
IS  inexpedient,*'  and  ventured  upon  the  ■ 
prophecy  that  '*  Ireland  will  juntify  the  I 
i.onlidt'nce  which  is  shown  her  when  thib  , 
Act  is  allowed  to  lapi>e.*'     Thire   the 
noble  Earl  laid  down  the  principle  that : 
•pedal  legislation  was  undesirable ;  and  i 
yel  six  months  after,  when  the  Elections 
ar«  over,  and  the  time  being  over  when, 
ptrhapa,  the  old  poUoy  was  not  to  con- 
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venient,  and  not  so  opportune,  the  Oo- 
vemmont  turn  round  and  indicate  that 
the  old  form  of  action  may  have  to  bo 
resorted  to.     But  it  is  useless  now  to 
look  back  upon  Irish  affairs.     What  wo 
want  to  know,  as  I  have  already  said,  is, 
what  is  to  be  done?    I  gathered  from 
the  noblo  Marquess  opposite  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Salitibury)  that  it  is  necessary 
to  wait  until  Mr.  Smith  has  examined 
the  problem  for  himself.    I  should  have 
thought  that  tho  Member  of  the  Cabinet 
who  is  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  who 
has  unrivalled  experience  of  Ireland, 
might  have  been  capable  of  advising 
tho  Government  in  this  crisis.     IIo  has 
had  six  months  of  Office,   and  has  a 
knowledge  of  Ireland  that  none  of  us 
Englishmen  possess;  and,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  be  told  that  we  are  to 
wait  until  an  Englishman,  who  knows 
practically  nothing  about  Irish  affairs, 
goes  over  to  Ireland  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  Irish  affairs,  is  nothing 
less  than  a  confession  of  that  weakness 
and  indecision  which  Her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Advisers  were  at  one  time  so  fond 
of  denouncing.    We  ask,  and  ask  in  vain, 
what,  after  six  months'  incubation,  is  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  great  crisis?    A  more  deplorable 
confession  of  weakness  on  the  part  of  a 
Government  in  a  great  crisis  I  have  never 
heard  of  before,  and  I  hope  I  never 
shall  again.     The  business  of  the  Oppo- 
sition  will  be,   when  the  Government 
clearly  show  what   their   policy  is,   to 
give  it  fair  and  just  consideration,  and, 
as  patriotic  men,  to  throw  no  impedi- 
menta in  the  way  of  its  realization  if  we 
can  approve  of  it ;  but  if  thev  have  no 
steadfastness  of  purpose,  and  no  clear 
aim  or  object,  and  if  their  remedy  be 
such  as  we  cannot  approve,  then  it  will 
be  our  duty,  by  every  means  in  our 
power,  to  endeavour  to  replace  them  by 
a  Government  more  worthy  of  the  ap- 
proval  of  tlie  couxitrv. 

Tub  LOKD  PRESIDENT  of  the 
O  )UN('IL  (Viscount  Cuandbook)  :  My 
Lorils,  the  noble  Earl  opposito  (the  Earl 
of  Kimberley),  first  of  all,  asks  what  it  ia 
tlio  Government  are  going  to  do  when 
they  are  proposing  exceptional  legis* 
lation  ?  Was  there  over  neard  of  such 
a  things  that  in  a  Queen's  Speech  the 
form  and  character  of  legislation  should 
be  stated  in  detail  ?  If  not,  then  the 
attack  of  the  noble  Earl,  aa  regards 
ambiguity  of  language  at  to  repreoaiva 
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Icgitlatioo,  falls  to  the  ground*  The 
noble  Earl  aI«o  aajs  that  the  Members 
of  the  GoTomment  and  the  Parnellitos 
com  bin  ud  to  obbtruot  the  late  Govern- 
ment in  their  eiTorts  to  maintain  law  and 
order  in  Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEULEY:  I  never 
aaid  anything  of  the  kind. 

ViaroiTCT  CRANBUOOK :  The  noble 
Karl  distinctly  stated  it,  though  he  may 
not  have  meant  it.  I  called  the  atten- 
tion of  my  noblo  and  learned  Friend 
near  me  (Lord  Ashbourne'  to  the  words 
at  the  time,  and  I  would  not  have  risen 
only  that  he  used  them. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEULEY :  If  the 
noble  Lord  says  distinctly  that  I  used 
the  words  I  will  at  onee  admit  it.  But 
what  I  thought  I  said,  and  what  I  in- 
tended to  say,  was  that  when  tho  late 
(}oTemment  were  struggling  to  maintain 
law  and  order  in  Ireland  they  had  to 
deal  with  a  strong  Opi)osition  in  con- 
junction with  tho  l^umullites. 

ViscouxT  CRANimOOK :  Does  the 
ii'ihle  Earl  tliiuk  that  on  no  conceivable 
ci  casion  are  men  of  different  Parties  to 
oppose  a  Government  when  they  differ 
with  it  on  any  particular  question  ?  I 
wish  to  deny  mo^t  emphatically  that 
Ihero  has  been  any  6uch  alliance  as  the 
noble  Earl  imputes  between  the  Par- 
nellitaa  and  the  late  Opposition.  I  say 
thai  il  was  the  alienation  of  the  Par- 
nellitea  from  you  in  oonsequence  of  what 
yoa  eall  yoor  endeavour  to  support  law 
and  order,  and  not  their  affection  for  us, 
thai  made  them  oppose  you.  And  as 
to  how  the  Pamellitas  vot^  at  the  Elec- 
tions, if  the  question  came  to  bo  ex- 
amined, ii  would  be  found  thai  they 
voted  in  as  many  cases  against  us  as  for 
us.  If  y  liords,  ii  is  a  moei  remarkable 
thing  thai  those  who  stand  up  so  strongly 
for  tne  secr<<cy  of  the  ballot  are  always 
the  first  to  cry  out  how  persons  voted ; 
and  yet,  without  a  scrutiny,  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  determine.  The 
Gfivemmeni  of  this  country  admits 
it%  deep  responsibility.  It  is,  first  of 
all,  re«poni»ible  fur  protecting  men  in 
the  exerctso  of  their  rights;  and  I 
invito  the  criticism  which  the  noble 
Earl  has  promised  lu  un  our  policy  ii 
our  measures  are  inadequate  for  that 
IKirpoae.  Should  our  measure  bo  not  a 
sufficient  or  good  one,  then  let  them 
diamias  as ;  bni  if  it  should  prove  to  the 
eootxmiy,  and  if  we  brins  m  measures 
adequau  to  the  oceadon,  I  hope  we  may 


rely  on  you  to  support  us  in  endeavour- 
ing  to  put  down  organized  resistance  to 
law  and  order. 

The  ILkRL  OF  LEITBIM  said,  that  tho 
question  of  the  maintenance  of  law  and 
order  in  Ireland  fully  deserved  the  serious 
consideration  it  had  received  that  even- 
ing from  their  Lordships.  Ho  thought^ 
however,  that  a  little  more  might  have 
been  said  upon  the  good  that  was  in  the 
country,  and  that  it  was  unfortunate 
Her  Majesty's  Speech  had  not  contained 
a  distinct  accusation  in  that  direction. 
The  good  in  Ireland  did  not  socm  to 
him  to  be  likely  to  be  developed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Qovomment  in  the  way  it 
ought  to  be.  Eor  instance,  tho  refer- 
ence in  Her  Majesty's  Speech  to  the 
question  of  Local  Government  in  that 
country  was  in  the  most  indistinct  terms. 
The  words  wore— 

**  A  measure  for  the'^Reform  of  County  Qo- 
vemmeut  in  Ireland  ib'bUo  in  preparation.'* 

Now,  that  was  in  striking  contrast  to 
the  preceding  words  of  tho  same  para- 
graph, which  said— 

**  BilU  will  be  submitted  to  yon  for  transfer* 
ring  to  Repreeentatiro  Councils  in  the  Counties 
of  Great  Britain  local  business  which  is  now 
transacted  by  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions 
and  other  authorities.*' 

So  far  as  his  knowledge  of  local  go- 
vernment in  Great  Britam  extended,  his 
belief  distinctly  was  that  it  was  far 
better  and  far  more  thorough  and  fairer 
as  regarded  the  taxpayer  than   local 

Cremment  in  Ireland.  The  Ghrand  Jury 
ws  in  Ireland,  for  instance,  were  per- 
fectly indefensible,  and  formed  a  stand- 
ing aanger  to  tho  country.  These  laws, 
as  they  now  existed,  merely  represented 
tho  landowning  classes.  Tne  fiscal 
powers  exercis^  by  tho  Grand  Juries 
were  enormous ;  while  the  cesspayer,  who 
was  really  the  occupier,  was  completely 
outnumbered  at  the  Presentment  Ses- 
sions. Various  powers  had  been  con- 
ferred on  the  Grand  Juries  since  they 
were  first  established — such  as  the 
power  to  guarantee  railways  and  tram- 
ways at  Presentment  Sessions.  The 
powers  exercised  by  the  Presentment 
Sessions,  under  tho  Tramways  Act  of 
Lord  Spencer,  were  exceedingly  dan- 
gerous.  The  cesspayer  was  bv  no  means 
represented,  and  yet  the  Grand  Jury 
had  the  power,  subject  certainly  to  ap- 
peal,  of  taxing  them,  ii  might  be  in 
perpetuity^  for  a  tramway  wluoh  miffht 
ba  of  ao  use  to  them  at  all.    He  De« 
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liered  that  county  goTornment  was  much 
desired  by  a  largo  and  important  class 
in  Ireland,  and  that  no  time  should  bo 
lost  in  introducing  a  measure  for  the 
purpose.  A  ycry  remarkable  letter  ap- 
peared in  Tfie  Times  some  time  ago  from 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  with  regard  to  the 
remedies  which  should  bo  adopted  in 
Ireland.  Ho  contended,  in  that  com- 
munication, that  the  gricTanoes  of  the 
country  were  due — first,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  people  from  any  share  in  the 
management  of  their  affairs ;  and, 
soconaly,  to  tho  continuation  in  Dublin 
of  a  centralized  Qovcmment,  alleged  to 
be  out  of  touch  with  the  Imperiiu  Par« 
Uament,  the  Britiah  Cabinet,  and  the 
Irish  people  alike.  Mr.  Llovd  went  on 
to  express  an  opinion  that  tho  creation 
of  elective  County  Boards,  with  powers 
of  taxation,  would  afford  a  basis  giving 
ample  scope  for  the  growth  of  politicfd 
life.  He  (the  Earl  ox  Loitrim)  believed 
with  the  writer  that  in  that  direction  it 
was  possible  to  mitigate  some  of  the 
evils  that  existed  in  Ireland ;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  it  was  quite  within  the  natural 
aspirations  of  the  Irish  people  that  they 
ahoold  be  able  to  control  their  local 
affairs  in  the  counties,  and  manage  that 
taxation  which  they  were  called  upon  to 
pay.  In  connection  with  that  there 
must  come,  undoubtedly,  the  abolition 
of  tho  Yioeroyslty,  which  was  quite  out 
of  date  and  out  of  consonance  with  tho 
feelings  of  the  country,  both  high  and 
low.  iVhile  ready  to  grant  Her  Ma- 
jest  v^s  Government  any  powers  that 
might  be  necessary  for  repressing  crime, 
and  bringing  Ireland  to  a  better  state, 
it  was,  to  his  mind,  imperatively  neces- 
sary that  a  measure  of  local  government 
should  bo  introduced* 

Lord  WAVENEY  said,  that  there 
wai  no  doubt  that  crime  and  outrage 
was  increasing  in  Ireland  at  a  rate  of 
which  few  of  their  Lordships  had  any 
conception.  He  was  accustomed  to 
watch  the  rite  and  fall  of  the  tide ;  and 
he  a>«ertcd  that  in  the  past  month  the 
gri'ater  part  of  Ireland  had  gone  back 
a  whole  year  in  its  neglect  of  duty.  It 
was  for  the  Oovemment  to  say  whether 
that  state  of  things  should  continue. 
They  might  judge  how  matters  were 
when  they  found  that  in  Oster  Liberals 
and  Conserrativea  had  been  brought  to 
act  together;  and  in  his  opinion  it  would 
be  well  if  tlua  tmce  of  Partiea  were  not 
ottly  mdntaiiied,  but  axteoded.  Jndgiag 
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from  these  indications,  he  thought  he 
was  justified  in  complaining  that  thero 
was  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  the 
merest  general  indication  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  their  intention  pro- 
bably to  deal  with  that  serious  state  of 
affairs. 

Address  agreed  io^  nemine  disseniienie^ 
and  ordered  to  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty  by  the  Lords  with  White 
Staves. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Earl  of  Bedesdalb  appointed, 
nemine  dissentiente^  to  take  the  Chair  in 
all  Committees  of  this  House  for  this 
Session. 

CoxHiTTSX  FOB  Pbtvilboks  —  Ap- 
pointed. 

SUB-COIIMITTEB  POB  TIXB  JoUBNALS — 

Appointed. 
Appeal  Comhittse — Appointed. 

Beceiyebs  and  Tbyebs  of  Petitions 
— Appointed. 

SCOTLAND—ELECTION  OP  REPRE- 
SENTATIVE PEERS.— MINUTES 
OF  MEETIJ^G. 

The  LOBD  CHANOELLOB  ac 
qnainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Parliaments  had  received  (by  post) 
from  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scot* 
land,  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  held 
on  the  10th  of  December  last  of  tho 
Peers  of  Scotland  for  the  election  of 
their  representatives  to  sit  and  vote  in 
the  ensuing  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom ;  and  also,  Betum  by  the  Lord 
Clerk  Begi&ter  of  Scotland  oonoeming 
Titles  of  Peerages  called  at  the  said 
meeting,  in  right  of  which  resp^tivcly 
no  vote  had  been  received  and  counted 
for  fiAy  years  last  past  as  at  the  date  of 
the  said  meeting:  The  same  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Taole. 

PABISH  CBrBCHES  BILL      [n.L.] 

A  Bill  to  declare  and  enact  the  law  as  to  tho 
righta  of  pariahio&en  in  mpcct  of  their  parish 
churthea^Waa  prruntid  by  The  Lord  Biahop 
of  PtnaBOftoroB ;  read  1*.    (So.  6.) 

Uouae  adjourned  at  Eight  o*clock« 
till  to-morrow,  a  quarter  past 

Four  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thwrida^y  2Ui  Jannary^  1886. 


Tbo  House  met  at  half  after  Oue  of 
the  clock. 

Mcasago  to  attend  Her  Majesty  ;^ 

The  House  went ; — and  having  re- 

turned ;— 

» 

SoTeral  Members  took  and  subscribed 
the  Oath. 

PRIVIX^GES. 

Ordtra,  That  a  Committee  of  Priyi- 
leges  be  appointed. 

OUTLAWRIES  BILL. 

Bill  **  for  the  more  effectual  prerent- 
ing  Clandestine  Outlawries/'  read  the 
tirst  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

KEW  WRITS  ISSUED. 

/or  Croydon,  r.  Sir  William  Granthami 
knight,  one  of  the  Justices  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's High  Court  of  Justice. 

FfT  Armagh  County  (Mid  Division), 
r.  John  M'Kano,  esquire,  deceased. 

For  Edinburgh  (Booth  Dirision),  «. 
Sir  George  Harrison,  knight,  deceased. 

DOUBLE  BETCHyS. 


OirSTY  op  MOXAQHAN    (NORTHERN 
DIVISION^   AND  COUNTY  OF  DERRY 
SOUTHERN  DIVISION;. 

Mr.  SriuxEB  acquainted  the  House 
that  ho  had  reoeired  a  Letter  from 
Timothy  If .  Healy,  esquire,  returned  as 
a  Memb«r  for  the  County  of  Monaghan 
•'Northern  Dimion),  and  for  the  County 
f'f  l>erry  (Southern  Dinsion),  making 
hie  election  to  serre  for  South  Derry; 
and  the  said  Letter  was  read  as  fol- 
loweth:— 

21  /m.  1SS6. 
^. 

mmJ$miJk  Jhrrp,  I  htf  U  mp  tJkmi  I  tktt  C  ni 

I  m  8ir, 
JU  Mifki  BmMt.  T.  M.  HEALY. 


COUNTY  OF  CARLOW  AND  BOROUCJH 
OF  DUBLIN  (ST.  STEPHEN'S  QREEX 
DIVISION). 

Mr.  SrsAKEii  acquainted  the  House 
that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from 
E.  Dwyer  Gray,  esquire,  returned  as  a 
Member  for  the  County  of  Carlow  and 
for  the  Borough  of  Dublin  (St.  Stei)hen's 
Qreen  Division),  making  his  election  to 
Benre  for  the  Borough  of  Dublin  (St. 
Stephen's  Oreen  Division) ;  and  the 
saia  Letter  was  read  as  foUoweth : — 

/«fiy.  21«/,  1886. 
Bit, 
B9viny  betn  rtiumsd  for  th4  St.  SttpKm** 
Ontn  DiviMtoH  of  th4  City  of  Dublin^  and  alto 
for  Carlow,  I  bey  to  say  that  I  tUct  to  iit  for  tho 
former  Constituency, 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tours  faithfully, 
The  Mipht  Bon.  S.  B  WJKB  OMA  Y. 

The  Speaker. 

NOTICE   OF  RESOLUTIONS. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  —  NEW  RULES  OF  PRO- 
CEDURE. 

The  CHANCfELLOE  op  the  EXCHE- 
QTTEB  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bsacu)  :  I 
wish  to  give  Notice  that,  on  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  debate  on  the  Address  in 
reply  to  Her  Majesty's  Most  Gracious 
Speech,  I  intend  to  propose  certain  Be- 
solutions  relating  to  the  Procedure  of 
the  House ;  and,  having  regard  to  tho 
nature  of  the  subject  and  the  precedent 
which  was  adopted  in  1882,  I  propose 
to  ask  the  House  to  afford  to  us  faci* 
lities  for  tho  continued  discussion  and 
the  determination  of  these  Besolations, 
subject,  of  course,  to  the  intervention  of 
any  specially  important  or  urgent  Busi- 
ness. I  intend  to  place  a  copy  of  tho 
Resolutions  which  I  propose  to  move  on 
the  Table  this  evening. 

NOTICE   OF  AMENDMENTS. 


THE  QUEEN'S   SPEECH— ADDRESS  TO 
HER  HAJES'XT. 

Mb.  JESSE  OOLLINOS  gave  No- 
tice that  he  would  move  the  following 
Amendment  to  the  Address : — 

After  ths  word   •'tnnaant,*'  in  the  lOtH 
peragnpht  sdd— '*  Bat  this  Honso  humbly  ex- 
^  ...  -    wpstanomwsd 
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by  Her  Maiesty  for  tho  presont  relief  of  these 
classes,  and  especially  for  affording  facilities  to 
tho  agricultural  labourers  and  others  in  tho 
runi  districts  to  obtain  allotments  and  small 
holdings  on  equitable  terms  as  to  rent  and  se- 
curity of  tenure.  ** 

Mil.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  gave  Notice 
that  he  would  move  an  Amendment  to 
tho  Address — 

To  insert,  after  tho  word  "  Agriculture,"  in 
tho  10th  paragraph,  the  words  "and  humbly  to 
represent  the  prfs^inij  necessity  for  s^'curing 
without  deliy  to  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  such 
conditions  of  tenure  as  will  aid  and  encourage 
them  to  meet  the  now  and  trj-ing  circum.>tanccs 
in  which  the  Agriculturo  of  tho  Country  is 
phiced/' 

Mr.  hunter  gave  XoUce  that  he 
would  moye  an  Amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress— 

At  end  of  tho  6th  paragraph,  add—"  But  this 
House  humblv  expresses  to  Her  ilajesty  thi  tr 
regret  that  the  Revenues  of  India  have  been 
applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  tho  military 
epirations  carried  on  in  tho  Kingdom  of  Ava, 
without  the  consent  of  Parliament  as  required 
by  'The  OoTemment  of  India  Act,  1858. '  " 

NEW  WRITS  ISSUED. 

For  Carlo w  County,  r.  Edmond  Dwyer 
Gray,  esquire,  who,  haviog  been  re- 
turned as  a  Member  for  the  said  County 
of  Carlow,  and  also  for  the  Borough  of 
Dublin  (St.  Stephen^s  Green  Division), 
hath  elected  to  sit  for  the  Borough  of 
Dublin  (St  Stephen's  Green  Division). 

For  Monaghan  County  (Northern  Di- 
vision), r.  Timothy  M.  Uoaly,  esquire, 
who,  having  be  on  returned  as  a  Mem* 
\h>t  for  tho  said  County  of  Monaghan 
(Northern  Division),  and  also  for  the 
County  of  Deny  (Southern  Division), 
hath  elected  to  sit  for  the  County  of 
Derry  (Southern  Division). 

THE  QUEENS  SPEECH. 

Mb.  8P£L\KER  reported  Her  Ma- 
jesty*8  Speech,  made  by  Her  Chancellor, 
and  read  it  to  the  House. 

ADDRE^iS  rX  AXSWEU  TO  HEU 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  (iRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

lIRSr    XIuUT.] 

Vi-.a-yr  iJVllZOS  who  wore  the" 
uniform  of  a  Yeomanry  olfictT;  said: 
Mr.  SjM»ak»r,  in  rising  to  move  the 
Address  in  reply  to  the  Gracious  6i>eech 
from  the  Throne,  I  trust  that  I  mav 
obtain  the  forb<*arance  and  the  induf- 
geaco  that  are  invariably  granted  to 
a  tt«w  Member  who  endeavoun  to  die- 1 

Mr.  Jgsm  Cottimgi 


charge  the  honourable  duty  which  baa 
fallen  to  my  lot  this  day. 

In  the  course  of  the  Speech  which 
has  just  boon  read  to  tho  House,  it  will 
be  noticed  that  the  early  paragraphs  of 
it  contain  reference  to  foreign  atfairs. 
In  the  first  place,  I  feel  sure  that  hon. 
Members  will  be  pleased  to  hoar  that 
the  groat  differences  which  divided  the 
Governments  of  England  and  Bussia 
for  some  time  have  boon  settled,  and 
that  an  adjustment  of  those  differences 
has  been  arrived  at,  through  the  honour* 
able  concession  by  Hussia  of  certain 
territory  on  the  boundary  of  Afghan- 
istan, important  to  the  Ameer,  but 
which  was  at  that  time  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  llussian  troops,  and  the  pos- 
session of  which  had  been  giiaranteed 
to  the  Ameer  by  the  late  Government. 
At  the  same  time,  I  would  draw  atten* 
tion  to  the  firmness  of  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury  in  pressing  for  what  was  right 
and  fair,  and  for  what  he  thought  this 
coimtry  had  a  just  claim  to.  The  Mar* 
quess  of  Salisbury,  when  he  took  Office, 
was  bound  to  recognize  everything  in 
regard  to  which  the  word  of  England 
was  pledged.  He  loyally  accepted  tho 
situation,  and  made  the  best  out  of  it 
that  he  could.  Since  that  time  it  is 
highly  satisfactory  to  know  that  the 
demarcation  of  the  frontier  had  been 
proceeded  with  in  a  friendly  spirit  until 
winter  stopped  all  operations  for  a  time, 
llie  most  cordial  relations  have  existed 
between  the  English  and  the  Bussian 
Commissioners,  and  I  feel  convinced 
that  the  House  will  willinglv  re-echo 
Her  Majesty's  hopes  that  the  peace 
which  has  been  established  in  Asia  will 
be  long  continued. 

Secondly,  with  regard  to  Eastern 
Boumelia,  the  featuros  of  the  rising 
there,  as  hon.  Members  will  recollect, 
were,  primarily,  its  unanimity,  and, 
secondly,  that  no  bloodshed  attended  it. 
It  appears  to  have  been  practically  the 
unanimous  expression  of  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  that  country 
to  incorporate  their  Kingdom  with  that 
of  Bulgaria.  I  need  not  remind  hon. 
Members  that  circimistanrcs  have  very 
much  changed  since  tho  Treaty  of  Ber* 
lin.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  una- 
nimous desire  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Eastern  Roumelia  that  the 
arrangements  made  by  that  Treaty  af- 
fecting then  should  be  re-opened.  Af  ler 
the  outbreak  of  last  October,  it  will  be 
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undOTitood,  I  think,  that  it  would  hare 
been  perfeetl^  impoflrible,  eren  if  any- 
one had  denred  it,  to  return  to  the 
$isim§  fU0  mkU  without  the  uee  of  force, 
which  must  hare  led  to  great  disturbance 
and  bloodahed,  and  possibly  to  grave 
embarrassment.  I  think  that  we  must 
all  lament  the  attack — nay,  more,  the 
fratricidal  struggle — initiated  by  Serria 
on  Bulgaria,  and  I  feel  equally  confident 
that  we  must  deprecate  any  similar 
wanton  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Qreeoe.  The  fate  of  the  Servian  attack 
will,  I  trust,  act  as  a  warning  to  that 
nationality,  which  has  ever  had  a  large 
»haro  of  English  mnpathy.  May  I  also 
be  permitted  to  add  tnat  I  am  glad  Her 
Majesty's  Oovernment  have  recognized 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  rights 
of  the  Sultan.  So  far  from  the  integrity 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire  being  an  ex- 
ploded doctrine,  I  very  humbly  submit 
to  the  House  that  there  is  a  general  and 
growing  opinion  amongst  nearly  all  the 
Great  I'owers  of  Europe  that  on  the 
maintunanee  of  that  integrity  rests  the 
best  chance  of  the  peace  of  Europe 
b<*ing  secured. 

The  House  will  observe  with  satis- 
faction that  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  success  hss  attended  the  Mission  of 
8ir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff  to  Ck>n- 
stantinople  and  Esypt  I  feel  sure  it 
most  be  a  matter  of  regret  to  many  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  that  the  House 
has  not  the  advantage  of  his  presence. 
It  will,  however,  be  no  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  those  who  are  well  acquainted 
with  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
f  jut,  and  his  experience  of  diplomacy, 
to  know  that  ho  has  been  able  to  secure 
the  effective  co-operation  of  the  Sultan 
in  the  difficult  task  of  restoring  order  in 
Egypt,  where  for  the  last  four  years 
there  has  been  so  much  disorder  and  so 
much  anxiety,  financial  and  other- 
wise. In  connection  with  this  matter 
the  House  will  probably  be  justified  in 
coomiaiicing  to  entertain  reasonable 
bopee  that  in  the  coarse  of  time  Eng- 
land nay  look  forward  to  bein^  relieved 
of  the  burden  and  reaponsibihty  which 
are  now  entailed  on  her  by  her  occupa- 
tion of  thai  oountry. 

With  regard  to  the  paragraph  in  the 
Qtaeioaa  meeoh  of  Iler  Majesty  an- 
ooonctaf^  the  Bormese  War  and  the 
aBBexatum  of  that  eonntsy  to  the  Bri- 
tash  Empire,  I  feel  that  very  probably 
it  wonld  be  well  that  the  House  should 


defer  any  discussion  upon  the  subject 
until  hon.  Members  have  had  time  to 
read  the  somewhat  bulky  Blue  Book 
which  has  been  placed  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  to-day.  In  parting  with  the 
subject  I  would  merely  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  conduct  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  has  been  patient  and 
tolerant  to  the  last  degree  towards  tho 
King  of  Burmah  ever  since  his  accession. 
Although  it  cannot  possibly  be  a  matter 
for  unmixed  congratulation  that  Uie 
oaros  and  anxieties  of  the  Indian  Gb- 
vemment  should  be  still  further  added 
to,  nevertheless  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment  in  protecting  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  British  subjects  and  the  honour 
and  credit  of  the  Empire,  have  been  so 
systematically  violated  by  the  Burmese 
Government,  that,  in  my  opinion,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  left  no 
choico  other  than  the  action  which  they 
have  taken.  I  feel  certain,  Sir,  that  the 
House  and  the  oountry  generally  will 
willingly  and  heartily  re-echo  the  gra- 
cious sentiments  expressed  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty the  Queen  with  regard  to  the 
valour  of  the  troops  in  Burmah.  Once 
more  the  soldiers  of  the  Queen  have 
shown  what  they  can  do;  and  I  feel 
that  the  gallantry  and  effectiveness  dis- 
played by  all  ranks  of  the  Army  in  Bur- 
mah are  worthy  of  the  unanimous  appro- 
bation of  the  House  and  the  count^. 

Passing  on  to  tho  consideration  of 
Home  affairs,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
reform  of  Local  Government  occupies  a 
prominent  place  in  the  Boyal  Speech. 
Representing,  as  I  do,  one  of  the  di- 
visions of  an  ancient  and  historic 
county,  I  am  the  more  sensible  that 
the  time  has  now  eome  when  consider- 
able changes  are  desired  in  the  method 
of  transacting  county  business  by  a 
great  majority  of  the  people.  I  feel 
that  until  thoroughly  representative 
Local  Bodies  are  formed  in  the  localities 
it  will  be  useless  to  expect  that  any 
sound  and  satisfactory  reforms  can  take 
place  in  the  incidence  of  local  taxation. 

With  regard  to  the  announcement  of 
the  Government  that  it  is  their  intention 
to  deal  with  the  system  of  tho  transfer 
of  land,  I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  have  fulfilled  their 
promises;  because  I  cannot  but  think 
that  an  easy  and  cheap  transfer  of  land 
would  largely  increase  tho  number  of 
freeholders,  and  relieve  the  owners  of 
land  from  many  charges  which  now  tall 
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upon  them  for  oonyeranomg.  I  hare 
eTeiyoottfldencethat  the  measure,  when 
introduced,  will  be  a  sound  and  satis- 
factory  one,  imbued,  as  it  probably  will 
be,  with  Uie  principles  and  ideas  of  the 
late  Earl  Oaims,  who,  among  many  dis- 
tinguished lawyers,  was  the  only  con- 
spicuous Land  Law  reformer  of  the  pre- 
sent day. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Qovemment  to  invite  the 
House  of  Commons  to  reconsider  its 
Procedure.  I  feel  that  it  would,  indeed, 
be  presumptuous  of  me  if  I  were  to  do 
more  than  offer  a  parting  remark  upon 
a  question  of  so  much  difficulty. 

In  regard  to  the  passages  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  which  deal  with  the  affairs 
and  conaition  of  Ireland,  the  Irish  Ques- 
tion, naturally  enough,  excites  at  the 
present  time  a  great  deal  of  interest 
and  attention  in  the  minds  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Great  Britaio.  Now,  for 
myself,  I  think  that  a  fair  and  a  proper 
▼iew  to  take  of  this  matter  is  not  to 
judge  Ireland  by  any  abstract  standard 
of  peace  and  order;  but  she  must  be 
judged  by  the  yarious  circumstances 
oonnected  with  her  history  and  race,  and 
the  position  of  her  inhabitants,  and  not 
judged  too  harshly.  Although  there  is 
much  going  on  in  that  country  that  we 
must  all  most  sincerely  deplore,  I  may 
add  a  rery  earnest  hope  that  there  will 
soon  be  a  sound  and  a  satisfactory  change. 
There  is  nothing,  so  far  as  I  know — at 
aU  events,  until  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  spoken^whidk  can  compare 
with  the  events  that  took  place  in  1881 
and  1882,  or  which  shows  proof  of  a 
wesker  administration  on  the  part  of 
the  Irish  Executive.  That,  however,  is, 
of  ooune,  no  justification  for  the  pre- 
sent state  of  thinffs.  There  is  that 
going  on  in  Ireland  which  must  be  put 
an  end  to.  The  preservation  of  life  and 
property,  a  due  regard  for  legal  obliga- 
tions, and  the  ttee  exercise  of  private 
rights  should  be  the  primary  oonsidera- 
tioiis  ci  the  Government.  In  the  de- 
termination to  insure  a  proper  rocpard 
for  these  eoosiderations,  I  feel,  m>m 
the  pmnni  and  effeetive  language  of 
the  KoyaJ  Speeeh,  that  we  may  place 
•very  eonfideoce  in  Her  Majesty's  pre- 
Mot  Ooverttnent.  May  I  venture  to 
iiprcMs  a  haft*  that  the  House  will  give 
to  the  state  of  things  that  may  be  laid 
b**Cote  it  a  fair  and- impartial  considera- 
tMNL    I  feel  that  it  is  the  unanimous 


desire  of  all  Parties  to  promote  in  every 
way  the  happiness  and  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland.  Equally  convinced  am  I  that 
there  is  a  growing  and  overvhelming 
consensus  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  Parliamentary  Union 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  tho 
House  will  hail  with  the  very  deex>est 
satisfaction  the  dear  and  ringing  terms 
of  the  Queen's  Speech.  I  am  convinced 
that  it  is  only  under  the  peaceful  pro- 
tection of  the  Union  that  the  strength 
and  safety  of  the  Empire,  the  progress 
of  the  two  peoples,  and  the  real  happi- 
ness of  Ireland  can  be  secured. 

And  now,  ^(r.  Speaker,  in  conclusion, 
while  I  beg  leavo  to  read  the  Address 
to  the  House,  let  me  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  tho  House  for  tho 
generous  attention  and  kindness  with 
which  it  has  listened  to  the  remarks  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make — a  kind- 
ness and  an  attention  which  I  appre- 
ciate all  the  more  as  being  one  of  tho 
highest  marks  of  regard  the  House  of 
Commons  can  confer  upon  one  of  its 
Members.  I  now  beg  leave.  Sir,  to 
read  the  Address  in  answer  to  the  Royal 
Speech.  The  noble  Viscount  then  con- 
cluded by  moving — 

''That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
Her  Majeetr,  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  the 
Meet  Gracious  Spcrch  which  Her  Majoety  has 
addressed  to  both  Houbos  of  Parliament : 

*'  Hnmbly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  inform • 
ing  ns  that  Her  Majesty's  relations  with  other 
Powers  continno  to  be  of  a  friendly  character  : 

"  To  thank  Her  M.tjesty  for  informing  na  that 
the  difference  which  cxift^  when  Her  Majesty 
last  addressed  us,  between  Her  Maj<«sty*s  Oo- 
remment  and  that  of  Russia,  on  tho  subject  of 
the  bonndaries  of  Afghanistan,  has  been  satis- 
factorily adjusted,  and  that  in  pnrsuance  of  s 
Conrention  which  will  be  laid  before  na,  tho 
Knglish  and  Russian  Commissioners,  with  tho 
full  concurrence  of  Her  Majesty's  ally,  the  Amir 
of  Afghanistan,  hare  been  engaged  in  demar- 
cating the  frontier  of  that  country.  To  sssors 
Her  Majesty  that  we  learn  with  satisfaction  that 
Her  Majesty  tnista  that  their  work  may  tend  to 
•acore  the  continnanoe  of  peace   in   Central 


«• 


HsmUy  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  inform - 
iDg  na  that  a  rising  in  Eastern  Roumelis  has 
giren  exprevioo  to  the  desire  of  the  inhabitaata 
for  s  change  in  the  political  arrangements  vnder 
which  they  were  placed  by  the  Treaty  of  Bsr- 
Ud,  sad  thst  Her  Majestys  object,   ia  tho 
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a^goHitfotti  which  hftTO  foUowed,  hM  been  to 
Wag  thflB,  aooording  to  thdr  wiah,  under  the 
raU  of  the  Prince  of  Bnlgaria,  while  nuuntein- 
ing  mimpeired  the  eieeiitial  righte  of  HU  Im* 
pcrvU  lUJeety  the  Sulten : 

**To  thank  Her  Uajoitjr  for  infonmng  ns 
thai  mder  a  Convention,  oondaded  with  the 
(Htomaa  Porte,  Commiarionen  have  been  ap- 
poiaied  on  behalf  of  England  and  Turkey  to 
oonfer  with  Hia  Hi^ineat  the  Khedire,  and  to 
repevi  upon  the  meaaurea  required  for  aeouring 
the  ddcBce  of  Egypt  and  tho  atability  and  effi- 
cMoey  of  the  (SoTemment  in  that  oountry : 

**  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majeety  for  inform. 

isg  ua  that  gnatly  to  Her  regret,  Hor  3fajeety 

w%B  compelled  in  the  month  of  KoTombor  to  de- 

r*%n  war  againit  Thecbaw  tho  King  of  Ava ; 

thai  acta  of  hoetility  on  hia  part  against  Her 

Majeity*a  eubjecte  and  tho  intcresta  of  Her  3fa- 

j<«ty'i  Empire  had,  nnco  his  aeceasion,  been 

d<>libctuie    and   coniinuona ;    that   theeo   had 

neceatitated  the  withdrawal  of  Hor  Jitajcety'e 

Keprreentatire  from  hia  Court;  and  that  Her 

>(*jeftty*a  demanda  for  redreas  were  syatomati- 

caUy  eraded  and  diaregardod.    To  thank  Her 

Majeety  for  informing  ua  that  an  attempt  to 

conftacate  the  property  of  Her  M^eety'a  aub- 

j«cta  trading  under  agreement  in  hia  dominiona, 

■ad  a  refuaal  to  wttle  the  diapute  by  arbitra* 

tioo,  conrinced  Her  Mijeaty  that  the  protection 

of  Briitah  life  and  property,  and  the  ceeeation  of 

4uigctona  anarchy  in  Upper  Burmah,  oould 

only  be  etfeeied  by  force  of  arma.    To  aaaure 

Um  Majeety  thai  wo  learn  with  Mttafactton  that 

the  gallaatry  of  Her  Majeety '•  European  and 

ladka  Poreae  under  Lieutenant- Oeneral  Sir 

llatry  Praadergaal,  n^idly  brought  the  country 

nader  Her  Majeety'a  power.    And  humbly  to 

ihaak  Her  Majeety  for  tafotming  ua  that  Her 

Majealy  haa  decided   thai   the   moat   certain 

aaelhod  el  ecioifaig  peace  and  order  in  thoae 

refieaa  ia  to  be  found  in  the  permanent  in- 

mrponlioa  el  the  Kingdom  of  Ava  with  Her 

Majeety'a  Empifu : 

••  To  thaak  Her  Majeety  for  informing  ua 
thai  the  time  whkh  haa  elapeed  aince.Her  Ma- 
jtety  iTT-*^  the  direet  OoTemmeat  of  India 
makea  li  deairahle  thai  the  operation  of  the 
BUtmUBf  by  which  that  change  waa  effected, 
ahould  be  cavefttlly  InTeetigated,  and  for  com- 
fHit4fT'g  thia  importani  natter  to  our  eameet 
atteatiea: 

**  To  aaaure  Her  Majeety  that  we  learn  with 
■Uieflactioa  that  a  protracted  negotiation  re- 
•pACtiag  the  righia  of  the  Republic  of  Prance 
m  the  eoaele  of  Newfoundland  under  the  Treaty 
cf  Ctrachi  haa  been  brought  to  a  eaUafactory 
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before  ua  and  before  the  Tiegialature  of  New- 
foundland aa  loon  aa  it  aaaemblee,  and  that  an 
Agreement  baa  alao  been  made  with  Spain, 
aecnring  to  thia  Country  all  commercial  righta 
granted  to  Germany  in  tho  Caroline  Iilanda : 

*'  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Maje«ty  for  informing 
ua  that  our  conaent  will  be  aaked  to  Legialatiro 
Meaaurea  rendered  nocetaary  by  a  Convention 
on  tho  aubjeot  of  International  Copyright,  to 
which  Her  Mvijcsty  has  agreed : 

* '  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majeety  for  informing 
us  that  the  Estimates  for  the  Expenditure  at 
the  enauing  yoar,  which  have  been  framod  with 
a  due  regard  of  efficiency  and  economy,  will  be 
aubmitted  to  us : 

*'  To  assure  Hor  Majesty  that  wo  loam  with 
regret  that  no  material  improvoment  can  be 
noted  in  tho  condition  of  Trade  or  Agricultuto 
and  to  thank  Her  Majeety  for  informing  ua 
that  Her  Majeety  feela  the  deepeet  B3rmpathy 
for  the  great  number  of  persons,  in  many  voca- 
tiona  of  life,  who  are  suffering  under  a  pieaauro 
which  Her  Majeety  trusts  will  prove  to  bo 
tranaient : 

'*  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majeety  for  informing 
us  that  Her  Majeety  haa  aeon  with  deep  sorrow 
tho  renewal,  aince  Her  Blajeety  last  addresaed 
us,  of  the  attempt  to  excite  the  People  of  Ire- 
land to  hostility  against  the  Legislative  Union 
between  that  Country  and  Great  Britain  :  that 
Her  Migesty  is  rosolotely  opposed  to  any  dis- 
turbance of  that  fundamental  Law,  and  that  in 
resiating  it  Her  Majesty  ia  convinced  that  Her 
Majesty  will  be  heartily  supported  by  Her  Par- 
liament and  Her  People : 

*'To  thank  Her  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  the  eocial  no  leas  than  the  material  con- 
dition of  that  Country  engagea  Her  anxious 
attention ;  that,  although  thero  has  been  during 
the  last  year  no  marked  incroaae  of  serioue 
crime,  there  is  in  many  plaoea  a  concerted 
reeistaoco  to  the  enforcement  of  legal  obliga- 
tions ;  and  that  Her  Majesty  regrets  that  tho 
practice  of  or^niaed  intimi<Utl>n  continues  to 
exist.  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  in- 
forming us  that  Her  ^tajesty  haa  caused  every 
exertion  to  be  used  for  the  detection  and 
punishment  of  these  crimes ;  that  no  effort  will 
be  spared  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
vemment  to  protect  Her  Irish  subjects  in  the 
exercise  of  their  legal  righta,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  individual  liberty,  and  that  if,  as  Her 
Majesty's  information  leada  Hor  to  apprehend, 
the  exiating  provisions  of  the  Law  ahould  prove 
to  be  inadequate  to  cope  with  these  growing 
erila,  Hor  Majesty  looks  with  confidence  to  our 
willingnoss  to  inreet  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
by  aa  Agreeaumt  which  will  be  laid  I  ment  with  all  necessary  powera : 
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' '  HiimUj  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  inf  onmng 
OS  that  Billf  will  be  sabmitted  for  tranaf orring 
to  RepreeentatiTo  Councils  in  the  Counties  of 
Great  Britain  local  basiness  which  is  now 
transacted  by  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Session 
and  other  authorities.  That  a  measure  for  the 
Reform  of  County  OoYomment  in  Ireland  is 
also  in  preparation.  That  these  Measures  will 
inrolTO  the  consideration  of  the  present  inci- 
dence of  local  burdens : 

**  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  that  a  Bill  for 
facilitating  the  sale  of  Glebe  Lands,  in  a  manner 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  rural  population, 
will  also  be  submitted  to  us ;  as  also  Bills  for 
removing  the  difficulties  which  prevent  the 
easy  and  cheap  transfer  of  Land ;  for  mitigating 
the  distressed  condition  of  the  poorer  classes  in 
the  Western  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scot* 
land;  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
Accidents  in  Mines ;  for  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Railway  Commission  in  respect  of  the 
Regulation  of  Rates ;  and  for  the  codification  of 
the  Criminal  Law  : 

**  To  assure  Her  3Iajesty  that  we  join  with 
Her  Majesty  in  trusting  that  rssnlts  beneficial 
to  the  cause  of  education  may  issue  from  a 
Royal  Commission  which  Her  Majesty  has 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 
Education  Acts : 

'*  Humbly  to  assure  Her  Majesty  that  our 
careful  consideration  shall  be  given  to  the 
subjects  which  Her  Majesty  has  recommended 
to  our  attention,  and  to  the  measures  which 
may  be  submitted  to  us,  .and  that  we  earaeetly 
trust  that  with  regard  to  these  and  all  other 
matters  pertaining  to  our  funetiona  the  keeping 
and  gttidanoe  of  Almighty  God  may  be  vonoh- 
safed  to  us."— <  FimmniI  CWrssn.) 

Mr.  HOULDSWOETH  (who  woro  a 
Court  dress)  aaid :  Mr.  Speaker  —  I 
rise,  Sir,  to  aeoond  the  Motion  which 
has  been  made  bj  the  noble  Yieoount 
who  eita  near  me  (YiaoounI  Cunon) ; 
and»  in  attempting  to  diaoharge  the 
honourable  ana,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
sponsible dutj  which  has  been  imposed 
upon  me,  I  feel  rery  sincerely  that  I 
need,  and  I  trust  I  may  rely  upon,  the 
generous  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  circumstances  under  which  we 
meet  are  in  many  respects  peculiar ;  some 
of  them  I  think  I  may  renture  to  describe 
asgrare.  The  new  House  of  Commonsnot 
only  eontains  a  greater  number  of  Mem- 
bers than  any  of  its  Predeeessors ;  but, 
what  is  more  important,  it  represents  a 
largvr  pronortion  of  the  nation  than  it 
has  9ttT  Wore  done^in  fact,  I  may 


say  that,  praotioally,  it  represents  the 
whole  of  the  nation.  The  basis  of  }>oli- 
tical  power  has  thus  been  considerably 
broadened ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  by 
the  sub-divisions  which  have  taken  place 
in  counties,  and  in  the  larger  boroughs, 
the  responsibility  of  each  elector  has 
been  intensified,  or,  at  any  rate,  it  has 
been  brought  closer  home  to  him.  It  is, 
I  think,  a  matter  of  sincere  congratula- 
tion  that  though  there  has  never,  per- 
haps, been  an  Election  so  exciting  as 
that  which  we  have  just  passed  through, 
or  one  in  which  the  excitement  has  been 
so  wide-spread,  there  has  never  probably 
been  one  in  which  bitter  partizan  spirit 
has  been  less  exhibited,  in  which  there 
has  been  a  greater  maintenance  of  law 
and  order,  and  in  which  the  results  have 
been  received  with  more  equanimity,  or 
treated  as  more  conclusive. 

I  shall  not  venture  to  trouble  the 
House  by  referring  to  the  whole  of  the 
diverse  subjects  which  are  mentioned  in 
Her  Maiesty's  Speech — most  of  them, 
if  not  aU,  having  been  already  referred 
to  by  the  noble  Viscount.  I  may,  how- 
ever, be  allowed  in  one  sentence  to  say 
with  regard  to  that  subject  whieh  ap- 
pears most  prominently  in  Her  Majesty's 
opeeoh — ^namely,  that  of  Ireland,  that  I 
thoroughly  agree  with  the  noble  Vis- 
count who  has  just  spokeo.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject which  is  causing  at  the  present 
moment  considerable  pain  to  the  people 
throughout  the  country  genoraUy.  I 
believe  that  there  is  no  class  of  politi- 
cians and  no  class  of  people  in  the  coun- 
try who  do  not  sincerely  wish  to  see 
Ireland  both  prosperous  and  contented. 
At  the  same  time,  I  believe  that  there  is 
a  very  general,  if  not  an  universal,  con* 
viction,  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  any 
rate,  that  that  prosperity  and  content- 
ment can  only  be  attained  by  the  pre- 
servation of  the  connection  between  this 
country  and  Ireland,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  law  and  order. 

There  is  a  subject  which  has  not  been 
reft^rred  to  by  the  noble  Viscount,  on 
which  I  would  ask  the  House  to  permit 
me  to  say  a  word.  I  am  very  glad  in- 
deed to  see  that  a  Commission  is  to  be 
issued  for  an  examination  into  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Education  Acts,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  Education  Act  of  1870.  I 
do  not  exag^gerato  when  I  say  that  there 
is  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  espe- 
cially  in  the  Metro|)olis  and  in  the 
j  larger  Northern  towns,  a  very  profound 
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diMitirftction,  not  with  ih«  Edueation 
Act  of  1870  itself,  but  with  the  way 
ia  which  that  Act  haa  been  worked. 
There  are  thoee  upon  the  aohool  boards, 
eepeciall/  in  the  larger  towns,  who 
openly  and  oetentatiously  tell  us  that 
thej  seek  not  to  supplement,  but  to  sup- 
nUnt,  the  Toluntarf  schools;  and  the 
Act  as  it  stands  at  present  is  such  that 
thej  are  onlj  too  well  able  to  carry 
oat  their  intention.  A  process  of  crush- 
ing and  starring  out  the  Toluntary 
•eboola  has  been  going  on  to  a  Tory 
great  extent  even  by  those  school  boards 
where  the  majority  are  not  of  the  cha- 
racter I  hare  deeoribed.  The  fact  is 
that  those  Acts,  as  they  stand  at  present, 
do  giTO  an  immense  power  to  the  school 
hoards,  which  has  worked  very  prejudi- 
cislly  towards  the  voluntary  schools;  and 
I  fe«l  rery  strongly  indeed  that  if  the 
Acta  in  question  are  allowed  to  be 
worited  and  used  as  they  have  been,  our 
voluntary  ^tem  will  in  a  very  short 
time  bo  destroyed — a  great  injury  being 
thereby  inflicted  on  the  ratepayers,  and 
a  great  injustice  done  to  the  people  of 
thiseountiy. 

Sir,  I  would  very  respectfully  congra- 
tulate Her  Msjesty's  Government  upon 
having  effected  a  settlement  of  some  im- 
portant Questions  which  were  pending 
when  the  last  Parliament  dosed.  I  con- 
gratnlate  them  upon  what  they  have 
been  able  to  do  in  Egypt.  A  loan  has 
been  effected  which  is  of  tery  great  im- 
portance, financially  speaking,  to  the 
country ;  and  I  think  we  may  hope  that 
in  the  Convention  which  has  been  made 
with  Turkey  as  the  Suxerain  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a  permanent  Govern- 
ment Doing  established  in  Egypt,  and 
thai  trade  will  prosper  there  to  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  both  countries. 
I  may  say  that  we  have  very  great  in- 
terests in  Egypt ;  probably  more  than 
many  hon.  Members  suppose.  £spo« 
cially  I  speak  of  the  interests  which 
I  apfashire  has  in  Egypt,  drawing  as  it 
does  from  her  a  great  part  of  its 
•apply  of  raw  materials  in  the  shape  of 
cHton.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  that  country  should  have,  if  pos- 
sible, a  good  and  settled  Oovemmoot, 
that  it  may  be  enabli*i  to  develop  its 
resources  by  the  aMistanct*  of  British 
t  Apital  and  British  energy. 

I  also  congratulate  Iler  Majesty's  Oo- 
veraflseat  upon  having  settled  a  difficulty 
which  I  believe  has  existed  for  160  years 
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connected  with  the  French  right  of  fish* 
ing  on  the  Ooast  of  Newfoundland,  as 
well  as  another  important  matter  con- 
nected with  commerce^we  having  had 
secured  for  us  all  the  commercial  rights 
granted  to  Oermany  in  the  Caroline 
Islands. 

I  now  come  to  what  I  feel  is  the  most 
important  question  I  shall  touch  upon. 
It  is  one  in  which  the  constituency  I 
represent  takes  the  greatest  interest.  I 
refer  to  the  annexation  of  Burmah.  I 
believe  this  is  an  act  which,  under  the 
circumstances,  has  reoeived  already  the 
approval  and  the  support  of  all  commer- 
cial and  industrisl  communities  in  the 
country.  There  are  those,  I  am  aware, 
who  deprecate  annexations  of  this  kind 
because  they  entail  fresh  responsibilities ; 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  industrial 
and  commercial  classes  will  bo  found  to 
be  of  that  number.  They  are  not  opposed 
to  the  extension  of  responsibility  when 
justice,  the  interests  of  trade,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  civilization  seem  to  demand 
it ;  and  it  very  often  happens,  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  that  a  forward  step  courage- 
ously taken  in  the  interests  of  right  and 
justice,  instead  of  increasing,  really  les- 
sons, responsibility.  I  would  venture  to 
urge  upon  the  Qovemment  that  the  re- 
sponsibilities which  they  have  in  connec- 
tion with  trade  are  verv  great.  I  do  not 
want  it  to  be  supposed  that  I  advocate 
annexations  simply  from  a  desire  of  con- 
quest, or  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
ourselves  at  the  expense  of  others.  1 
would  not  defend  them  either  on  the 
lower  ground  of  commercial  advantage^ 
or  on  the  higher  ground  of  the  exten- 
sion of  civilization,  unless  there  were 
other  grounds  on  which  they  were  found 
to  be  justifiable  and  necessary.  But 
the  extension  of  commerce  is  a  legiti- 
mate object ;  and  in  the  pursuit  of  that 
object,  if  injustice  is  perpetrated,  if  the 
rights  of  British  traders  are  interfered 
with,  and  if  contracts  solemnly  entered 
into  are  broken,  then,  I  hold,  theOo- 
vemment  of  the  day  are  bound  to  in* 
terfere,  and  if  they  interfere  at  all 
they  ought  to  do  so  effectively.  I  am 
quite  aware  that  that  is  not  a  doctrine 
universally  accepted.  A  distinguished 
Member  of  this  Ilouse — the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whom  I  see  opposite,  the 
Mombor  for  the  East  Division  of  Edin- 
burgh (Mr.  <ti>8chon) — said  the  other 
day  that  Uovemment  Departments  in 
this  country  were  apt  to  look  upon  the 
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oommeroial  classes  as  onlj  a  set  of 
troublesome  traders  who  went  about 
the  world  creating  diplomatic  difficnl- 
ties,  whom  it  was  a  duty  rather  to  re- 
press than  encourage.  But  I  am 'glad 
that  the  present  Ooremment  have  not 
adopted  that  view  in  respect  of  Bur- 
mah.  The  facta  of  the  case  are  very 
simple.  A  most  unjust  demand  was 
maae  by  the  QoTomment  of  Bnrmah 
on  a  British  trading  company  which 
held  leases  under  a  solemn  contract 
from  that  OoTemment;  that  demand 
was  supported,  to  some  extent,  by  a 
Foreign  Power;  arbitration  was  pro- 
posed by  our  Yicoroy  in  India;  that 
was  rejected,  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
no  other  course  remained  to  the  Gorem- 
ment  but  to  defend  the  rights  of  British 
subjects  that  had  been  so  seriously  in- 
fringed. Now,  what  are  the  probable 
results  which  will  take  place  in  conse- 
quoDce  of  this  act  of  annexation,  which 
may  be  criticized,  but  which  I  think  is 
thoroughly  defensible  ?  I  think  we  may 
gather  some  idea  of  what  the  probable 
restdts  will  be  if  we  look  at  the  progress 
which  British  Burmah  has  made.  It  is 
practically  the  same  country,  a  line  only 
diTiding  it  on  the  map.  There  is  no 
more  prosperous  Province  under  British 
rule  than  British  Burmah.  I  will  in  a 
few  words  indicate  what  its  progress 
has  been  during  the  last  30  years. 
The  richest  part  of  it  was  annexed  in 
1852.  Btnce  1856  the  population  has 
increased  four-fold — from  1,000,000  to 
4,000,000 — principally  by  emig^tion 
from  Independent  Burmah,  which  has 
now  been  annexed.  Since  1861  the 
imports  into  British  Burmah  hate  in- 
creased eight-fold^  from  £550,000  to 
£4,000,000.  The  exports  have  in- 
ereased  more  than  four-fold,  being  now 
£1,500,000,  whereas,  in  1854,  they 
wore  only  £450,000.  The  Bevenue, 
which  was  in  1854  £250,000,  had  in- 
creased in  1884  to  nearly  £3,000,000 ; 
and  the  total  surplus  RcTenue  which  has 
been  paid  into  tne  Indian  Treasury  in 
eight  years  from  this  Proiincehas  been, 
after  paying  all  the  expenses  of  adminis- 
tration, no  less  than  £6,000,000,  or  at  the 
rate  of  nearly  £1,000,000  per  annum. 
Now  I  beli<*re  similar  results  will  follow 
la  Upper  Burmah  from  the  action  of 
Her  Majestr's  Uoremment  in  that 
country,  while  the  poMtbilitias  of  trade 
with  the  Shan  States  and  Siam  and 
China  are  simply  enormous. 

Mr.  JlfuUnf^rtA 


'  And  I  must  tell  the  House  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  there  should  be 
an  extension  of  the  area  of  British  trade. 
Whatever  may  be  the  results  of  the 
Commission  which  is  now  sitting  to  con- 
sider the  Depression  of  Trade,  one  fact 
will  be  abundantly  proved,  and  that  is 
that  the  productive  power  of  the  world 
is  in  excess  of  its  consumptive  power, 
and  that  in  this  country  the  producing 
power  is  in  advance  of  the  distributing 
power.  There  is  an  immense  increase 
of  capital  in  this  country  derived,  to  a 
great  extent,  from  the  working  classes 
who  have  been  enjoying  good  wages, 
and  whose  increased  thrift  and  temper- 
ance have,  I  am  glad  to  say,  enabled 
them  to  put  by  considerable  savings.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  have  an  increasing 
population.  Our  old  markets  are  bo- 
coming  closed  to  us.  Our  merchants, 
therefore,  have  to  go  forward  to  new 
fields  of  enterprize,  and  these  new  fields 
have  to  be  found  amongst  barbarous  or 
semi-civilized  people.  Now,  the  very 
first  essentials  of  trade,  protection  of  life 
and  property,  and  the  establishment  of 
some  kind  of  law  and  order,  have  to 
be  set  up  in  these  places.  Barbarism 
resents  the  inroads  of  civilization ;  con- 
sequently a  civilized  system  of  Govern- 
ment, to  some  extent  at  any  rate,  is  re- 
quired. We  are  then  face  to  face  with 
uese  alternatives— either  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  must  support 
British  trade  ih  its  development  through- 
out the  world,  or  the  eztension  and 
development  of  trade  which  is  so  ne- 
cessary for  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try and  its  increasing  population  will 
have  to  be  abandoned. 

I  must  apologize  to  the  House  for 
having  devoted  so  much  time  to  one 
spedu  subject.  But  my  position  as 
the  Bepresentative  of  a  large  commer- 
cial city,  itself  the  centre  of  a  large 
industrial  district,  is  my  excuse.  At  the 
same  time,  I  feel  that  in  saying  what  I 
have  said  I  have  not  been  speaking 
wholly  or  mainly  in  the  interest  of  a 
class ;  I  have  been  speaking  on  behalf 
of  the  interests  of  the  nation.  Sir,  I 
beg  to  second  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Viscount. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'•That,  Ac."— [Seej>tf^#  92.] 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Mr.  Sneaker,  I 
rise,  Sir,  in  oonformitr  with  the  usage 
that  I  have  invariably  observed  when 
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ooeupjiag  the  seat  in  thif  Hoom  that  I 
have  BOW  the  honour  to  do ;  for  it  has 
been  not  only  my  opinion,  bat  I  tbink  I 
maj  say  the  traditional  opinion  of  this 
Honee,  that  the  conrenienoe  of  this 
Hooae  was  best  promoted,  and  the  de- 
spatch of  Business  was  likewise  best 
sesred,  by  the  praotice  under  which  the 
Mraon  oooupying  the  place  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  rises  imme- 
diately after  the  Morer  and  Seconder  of 
the  Address  to  make  such  observations 
as  it  may  appear  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  and  the  Address  called  for. 
There  are,  Sir,  two  riews  of  a  Speech 
and  an  Address  which  are  in  conflict 
with  one  another,  and  to  one  of  which  I 
very  decidedly  adhere.  For,  I  think, 
not  less  than  40  years  it  has  been  the 
object  of  succefsive  Governments — 
almost,  I  believe  invariably  almost, 
without  eiception — to  present  the  Speech 
and  the  Address  to  the  Ilouse  as  a  kind 
of  mapping-out  of  the  Business  of  the 
Session,  which  collects  the  principal 
parts  of  it  in  one  view,  and  which  it  is 
eminently  advantageous  to  the  House  to 
have  presented  to  them  at  once.  Go- 
vernments have  felt  that,  from  the  very 
natore  and  magnitude  and  multitude  of 
the  matters  thus  presented  to  the  House, 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  have,  in  a 
debate  upon  the  Address,  a  satisfactory 
discussion  of  the  particular  questions 
that  are  raised.  That  I  think,  Sir,  to 
l*e  a  sound  view  of  the  Queen's  Speech 
and  of  the  Address ;  and,  with  that 
view,  it  has  been  the  oustom  to  draw 
the  Address  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
commit  the  House  on  the  particular 
qnestaoas  that  are  contained  in  the 
Speech.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
observe,  I  believe  that  the  Addrosn 
which  we  are  now  sskt^d  to  adopt  has 
been  drawn  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
custom  which  hss  boon  estahli*>hed  upon 
that  view  of  the  case.  On  the  other 
band,  we  cannot  be  surprised  that  Gen- 
tlemen who  are  deeply  and  oonscien- 
tioaaly  interested  in  many  of  theso  sub- 
jects—knowing how  difficult  it  is  to 
find  an  opportunity  of  bringing  them 
forward,  and  having  offered  to  thorn 
upon  the  Address  M>mo  peg  upon  whii  h 
they  can  haog  a  di«ou^*>ion  of  a  parti- 
cular matter  in  which  they  sro  sptv  ially 
ioterested— that  they  ehuuld  have  a 
leaning  contrary  to  that  view  of  t!iO 
Addrses  in  rvplpr  to  the  Speech,  and  a 
dieposttioB  to  raise  debates  of  very  c<;n- 


siderable  length  in  the  form  either  of 
simple  speeches  or  of  Amendments  to 
the  Address.  In  consequence.  Sir,  it 
has  happened  for  several  years  past 
that  either  a  fortnight  or  more  has 
been  occupied  in  disposing  of  the  Ad- 
dress. I  must  draw  a  distinction  here. 
In  certain  cases  whore  there  is  a  very 
important  question  raised — such,  I  may 
say,  as  that  important  Maamtrasna  case 
— in  a  case  of  that  kind  I  do  not  com* 
plain ;  although  the  intervention  is  in- 
convenient, I  do  not  complain ;  but  I 
wish  to  say  that,  so  far  as  is  possible, 
and  80  far  as  I  may  venture  to  recom- 
mend a  practice  which  I  believe  to  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  House,  I  do  be* 
lieve  it  is  best,  as  far  as  we  can,  that  we 
should  bo  content  to  recognize  the 
Speech  from  tho  Throne,  and  the  Ad- 
dress moved  in  consequence  of  it,  as 
Eresentinff  to  us  an  outline  of  what  wo 
ave  to  do,  rsther  than  a  convenient 
occasion  for  the  discussion  of  the  several 
parts  of  it  in  detail.  Therefore,  Sir,  I 
confine  myself  to  such  parts  of  it  as 
appear  to  me  to  be  important.  First,  it 
is  a  duty,  which  I  think  is  always  per- 
formed with  satisfaction  where  it  can  be 
conscientiously  performed,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  manner  in  which  the  duty — 
the  difficult  duty— of  the  Mover  and 
the  Seconder  of  tho  Address  has  been 

Serformed.  The  Seconder  of  the  Ad- 
ress  is  an  old  Member,  with  whose 
capacity  and  competency  in  such  matters 
we  are  already  well  acquainted.  The 
Mover  of  the  Address  has  informed  us 
that  he  has  made  this  day  the  first  pre- 
sentation of  himself  to  the  House ;  and 
without  professing  to  adopt  absolutely 
every  opinion  in  his  speech,  yet  I  do 
venture  to  ofler  him  very  heartily  my 
congratulations  in  general,  both  upon 
the  manner  and  matter  of  his  speech.  I 
will  say,  in  particular,  that  it  gave  me 
great  satisftti^tion  to  hear  the  noble  Vis- 
Cf>unt  Btate,  in  one  of  his  references  to 
Ireland,  that,  in  his  view,  it  was  not 
possible  to  judge  of  tho  case  of  Ireland 
simply  by  an  abstract  standard ;  but  that 
careful  reganl  shouhl  be  had  to  the  cir- 
cumstances and  the  hist  oiy  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  rac(«  and  the  religion  of  the 
p«s.nlo.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  make  some 
r«*:i.urk;)  upon  tho  principal  matters  of 
ti>r«>iini  policy  to  wli<rh  nilueion  is  made 
in  th<*  Spfw<li.  lh«se  rem firks  will  bo 
luuilo  lirit«tly,  and  made  with  reserve; 
because  in  all  these  cases  it    is  well 
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<d  m  B^moQU  we  liftre  not  nsoallj  the 
aanaai  ot  Bay  ihxmm^  ditcniMiion  of 
iLe^e  pcofktc,  aud  tliAt  we  await  the  pre- 
MDlatioa  of  Papers  which  hare  been 
proBuw-d  in  one  or  more  cates — aad 
which.  1  Lure  no  douLt,  will  be  made — 
wjtii  rerard  to  all,  or  nearlj  all,  the 
priitdjHd  eubject*  of  foreign  policy. 
huK'ject,  hir,  to  that  general  obfeerva- 
t.'.m,  1  oordialiy  join  in  the  congratala- 
ti'  tx%  which  are  oiU^td  to  the  (ioTem- 
uieot.  and  offered  to  the  oonntry,  upon 
the  adjtt»^tment  of  the  question  with  re- 
icard  to  Xh*'  Zulfikar  Pass — the  remain- 
ing question  of  diificoltj,  as  it  was  six 
month*  ago,  in  respect  to  the  border  of 
Af;jrhaxji«tan.  I,  upon  quitting  Office, 
t/>ok  the  rery  earliest  opportunity  of  en- 
deavottring  to  giTe  such  support  as  it  was 
in  my  |K>wer  to  Her  Majesty's  GoTem* 
m^^t  m  the  prosecution  of  those  nego- 
tiations. [Lord  Kakdoi^ph  CnxTRcniix : 
Hear,  hoar!]  I  must  own  I  cannot 
look  back  with  satisfaction  upon  some 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Russian 
Goremment  during  the  course  of  last 
year  with  reference  to  this  subject;  but 
it  would  be  inyidious  to  enter  upon  that 
topic  now,  when  they  hare  freely  arrived 
at  a  conclusion  satisfactory  to  us.  I 
heartily  hope,  both  that  the  particular 
measure  may  tend  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  lasting  peace  in  Oentral  Asia,  and 
that,  by  removing  out  of  the  wav  a  pos- 
sible cause  of  disagreement  between 
I'Ingland  and  Bussia,  it  may  conduce 
to  good,  and  heartily  good,  relations 
l>etween  two  great  Empires — both  of 
them  Empires  likely  to  have  an  enor- 
mous influence  upon  the  future  both  of 
the  eirilized  and  the  uncivilized  world. 
In  the  same  war,  and  in  the  same  spirit, 
I  can  refer  to  the  ease  of  Eastern  Kou- 
melia ;  nor  will  I  mix  with  that  refer- 
ence a  single  remark  that  could  in  any 
manner  tend  to  introduce  disagreeable 
or  hurtful  recollections.  I  have  not,  of 
course,  been  minntely  informed  of  the 
transactions  of  the  Prime  Minister  and 
of  the  Government ;  but  so  far  as  I  have 
b^en  informed  of  them,  and  with  regard 
to  the  principal  outline  of  those  transac- 
tions, so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  un- 
derstand them,  I  have  pleasure  in  re- 
peating here,  what  I  have  more  than 
once  stated  elsewhere— that  the  conduct 
of  the  Marquets  of  Salisbuxy  appears 
to  mo  to  have  done  him  honour,  and  to 
be  worthy  of  the  name  and  the  credit  of 

Mr.  QI^MUm 


thiseouiry.  I  entertain  a  h<^  on  this 
subject,  and  I  give  an  assuranoe.  The 
hope  I  entertain  is  that  he  may  be  en- 
abled, and  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment may  be  enabled,  to  work  through 
this  important  question  to  its  conclusion 
in  a  manner  thoroughly  congenial  to 
British  feeling;  and  I  give  them  the 
assuranoe  that — aware  as  I  am  of  the 
great  difficulties  under  which  he  has  to 
labour  for  this  end  in  the  Councils  of 
Europe,  with  much  variety  necessarily 
of  interest,  of  view,  and  of  purpose— so 
far  as  I  am  concerned — and  I  believe 
I  may  say  so  far  as  those  around  me 
are  concerned — he  will  have  every  fair 
and  favourable  consideration.  There 
will  be  no  disposition  to  precipitate 
demands  upon  him,  as  it  may  be  most 
injurious  that  they  should  be  prema- 
turely answered,  but  every  disposition 
to  give  a  favourable  construction  to  his 
acts  and  words.  Nor  do  I  give  this 
grudgingly ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I 
yield  a  free  and  willing  assent  to  the 
judicious  language  in  which  it  is  stated 
that,  while  endeavouring  to  meet  the 
desires  of  the  population,  there  will 
also  bo  a  maintenance  unimpaired  of 
the  essential  rights  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Sultan.  I  believe  that 
these  essential  rights  may  be,  so  far  as 
I  comprehend  the  matter,  x>erfect]y  well 
maintained  without  in  any  way  inter- 
fering with  those  views  which  we  may, 
I  think,  most  justly  express  on  the  part 
of  the  population  of  Eastern  Boumelia ; 
nor  can  1  think  that  the  security  of  the 
Turkish  Empire — which  was  supposed 
at  one  time  to  be  so  essentially  con- 
nected with  the  division  of  Eastern  Bou- 
melia from  Bulgaria — I  cannot  think, 
and  I  do  not  thick,  that  security  will 
suffer  in  conseauenoe  of  the  adoption 
of  measures  which  may  do  much  to 
reconcile  the  population  of  the  two  Pro- 
vinces, when  united,  to  endure  with 
patience  and  without  dissatisfaction  a 
sovereignty  which  will  have  ceased,  as 
I  hope,  to  press  upon  them  in  the  direc- 
tion of  any  particular  difficulty  or  griev- 
ance. I  must  be  a  little  more  reserved 
in  regard  to  the  next  two  subjects  which 
I  have  to  mention.  Beference  is  made 
to  the  Convention  with  Turkey,  under 
which  a  Turkish  Commissioner  is  now 

S laced  in  Egypt  to  assist  in  the  eonsi- 
eration  of  the  measures  which  may  be 
requisite  for  the  welfare  of  that  country 
in  connection  with  the  occupation  by 
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briliah  troopi,  and  in  connection  with 
the  termination  of  that  occupation.  I 
cannot  saj  with  a  good  consoienoo  that 
I  am  as  jet  aware  of  any  proof  of 
evidence  which  haa  been  afforded  to 
OS — though  I  will  not  state  any  ad- 
Terse  condttsion^I  am  not  aware  of 
any  evidence  or  indication  which  has 
yet  been  afforded  to  us  that  tho  pre- 
sence of  a  Turkish  Commiasioncr  in 
KfTTP^  *-  in  Cairo  —  amidst  all  tho 
rircumstancos  of  Cairo,  is  Likoly  to 
diminish  tho  difficulties  of  Her  Ma* 
josty's  Cloremmi^nt,  or  to  advance  the 
tnte  interofits  of  Egypt,  and  the  ter- 
mination of  the  present  anomalous  state 
of  things.  I  will  not  go  any  further 
into  that  matter,  haying  fmtisfiod  myself, 
if  I  may  so  speak,  with  the  rosorvations 
I  hare  made.  With  n^gard  to  Burmah, 
I  am  bound  to  say  I  mu^t  hold  similar 
Uttgiiage,  and  make  a  similar  recurvation. 
I  cannot  profess  myself  altogether  satis- 
tied  with  the  argument  of  tho  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  who  seconded  the  Address.  It  is 
▼ery  possible  that  I  may  not  have  inter- 
preted him  correctly.  I  do  not  question 
his  great  knowledge  and  competency  to 
deal  with  this  subiect;  but  I  thought 
the  doctrine  he  laid  down  came  rather 
too  near  a  doctrine  which,  if  it  were  ap- 
plied as  ho  stated,  I  should  conceive  to 
to  both  dangerous  in  point  of  policy  and 
fiaeetionable  in  point  of  morality — the 
dtictrine,  namely,  that  extension  of 
trade  is,  in  tho  main,  to  be  hoped  for  in 
the  future  that  lies  before  us  through 
the  application  from  time  to  time  of 
physical  force.  I  must  say  in  this  in- 
fttaacv  there  is  a  reason  why  we  mu9t 
■p«*cially  reserve  our  opinions  upon  tho 
subject  of  tho  war  with  and  the  annexa- 
tion of  Burmah;  for  the  hon.  Oentle- 
man  might  freely  admit  that  the  pros- 
pects of  commercial  advantage  ana  the 
prospeots  of  the  extension  of  civilization 
did  not  of  themselves  avail  to  justify  tho 
proc«>edings  unless  we  had  other  legiti- 
mate caoses  for  going  to  war.  Now,  I 
do  not  pronoance  any  tinal  interpretation 
on  this  passage  in  the  Speech — 

"Aa  AttiiBpt  to  confi^rato  tho  property  of 
mr  •objr^la  tndioK  ttndrr  a^^^'Oicnt  in  hi4 
vtAAt  is,  th«  KioK  of  Bormsh't  dominions,  and 
•  rvfeatl  to  Mttle  the  diipaio  hy  arbitration, 
cunvtarid  me  that  the  protection  of  BrittAh  life 
ami  property,  and  the   eeatation  of  dangeroiu 


uurchv'  ia'  ^PP^   Burmah,  could  only   be 
fffecied  by  foroa  of  arms. '' 


ft 


ThtiafsMnaa  whieh  may  be  conToyed 


by  that  sentence  is,  that  wherev<>r  a  civil 
wrong  has  been  done  to  a  British  sub- 
ject by  a  foreign  Oovernment,  that  civil 
wrong  may  legitimately  and  wisely  be 
mado  tho  ground  of  a  demand  for  arbi- 
tration, with  a  resort  to  arms  as  the 
alternative  in  the  case  of  a  refusal.  That 
is  a  proposition  of  very  great  import- 
ance and  gravity,  and  one  regarding 
which,  undoubtedly,  we  ought  to  exer- 
cise much  circumspection  and  much  jea- 
lousy before  accepting  it.  Upon  this 
ground,  Sir,  there  are  many  Powers  in 
the  world  with  respect  to  whom  we 
should  have  had  the  most  undoubted 
right  to  place  before  them  this  alterna- 
tive of  arbitration  or  war.  Do  not  let  it 
be  supposed  that  I  object  to  the  inter- 
polation of  arbitration.  The  objection 
1  take — because  I  am  really  only  sug- 
gesting the  matter  for  consideration 
when  the  time  comes — my  doubt  is, 
whether  the  general  prinoipfe  justifying 
a  resort  to  war  in  such  cases  can  safely 
be  adopted.  Of  course,  we  must  bear 
in  mind  that  cases  of  repudiation  of 
public  debt,  partial  or  total,  havo 
abounded  over  the  surface  of  the  globe. 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  dis- 
tinct case  of  civil  wrong  done  to  those 
who  aro  interested  than  the  violation  of 
public  and  solemn  contracts,  originally 
formed  under  a  sovereign  authority. 
But  Lord  Palmerston,  who  was  not  sup- 
posed to  be  slow  in  vindicating  the  rights 
of  British  subjects,  invariably  declined 
to  recognize  a  title  on  the  part  of  Bri* 
tish  subjects  to  call  on  him  to  hold  Ian* 
guage  to  Foreign  Powers  who  were  in 
that  unfortunate  position,  contemplating 
or  involving  tho  alternative  of  war.  I 
pass  on  from  this  matter.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  give  any  positive  opinion  about 
it ;  but  when  I  see  anything  that  has  an 
apparent  relationship  to  a  principle  that 
I  think  nnsafe,  I  wish  to  indicate  the 
ground  as  dangerons  ground,  and  to  saj 
that  we  should  consider  carefully  and 
deejdy  before  we  commit  ourselves  to  it. 
The  next  word  I  wish  to  say  is  a  word 
of  unmixed  pleasure ;  it  has  relation  to 
the  Committee  about  to  be  appointed  as 
to  the  working  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment Act.  I  think  the  only  question  ia 
whether  that  Committee  has  not  been 
too  long  delayed.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  aro  emi* 
nently  ri^ht  in  asking  the  House  to  ap- 
point this  Committee.  I  trust  that  it 
will  be  a  careAilly-aeleoted  Committee ; 
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that  it  will  bo  efBcient  in  proportion  to 
the  greatness  of  the  subject ;  aud  that 
it  will  devote  itself  to  that  subject  with 
a  zeal  and  a  diligence  such  as  we  hare 
known  in  former  years  and  f onncr  gene- 
rations  ;  but  sucli  as  un<loubti'<lIy  it  has 
become  more  difEcuU  to  secure  iu  our 
Select  Committeos  since  the  general 
Business  of  tlu*  Ilimso  oi  Commons  has 
80  enormously  increased.  In  pasfting, 
I  will  say  also  that  I  do  not  sec  anything 
to  object  to  in  the  Commission  to  ex  a- 
mine  into  the  working  of  the  Education 
Acts,  which  have  now  boon  in  operation 
for  14  or^lo  years;  and  there,  again,  I 
hope  tho  (.\)mmi<«.Nlon  will  be*  made  a 
strong  Commission,  and  that  the  com- 
peting— I  will  not  say  conllicting — inte- 
rests of  tho  various  desiriptions  of  schools 
and  superintending  authorities  will  all  of 
them  bo  carefully  and  olUeiontly  ropro- 
sented  in  the  choice  of  tho  Commis>ion. 
One  word  only  I  wish  to  say  on  the  subject 
of  the  Treaty  on  International  Copyright. 
I  was  in  my  youth  a  zealous  follower  of 
Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd  in  his  attempts  to 
extend  tho  range  of  copyright  privilege. 
I  must  own,  however,  that  reflection  and 
experience  in  some  degree  as  an  author 
of  a  very  hamblo  character  have  led  mo 
to  entertain  serious  doubts  as  to  tho  par* 
tioular  form  in  which  an  author  is  to  be 
secured  that  to  which  he  has  the  best  pos- 
sible claim — namely,  a  reasonable  share 
of  the  fruits  of  his  intellectual  labours. 
All  I  have  to  say  at  present  is  that  the 
queation  is  of  enormous  importance,  espe- 
oially  in  consequence  of  the  almost  im- 
measurable market  which  America  offers 
for  the  sale  of  Knglish  book«,  and  tho 
rapid  extension  of  that  market  through 
the  growth  of  population,  and  of  the 
importance  of  having  our  Copyright  Law 
on  such  a  basis  a^  to  make  it  possible 
for  the  American  (rovemment  to  give  us 
the  benetit  of  something  like  a  commu- 
nity of  market  in  that  vast  v  >untry  for 
our  literary  productions.  My  only  r«»a- 
son  for  referring  to  this  subject  at  the 
preaent  moment  is  to  express  the  hope 
that  when  the  International  Copyright 
Treaty  is  oonclud«*d  it  may  not  be  in  any 
manner  bound  down  to  one  particular 
form  of  Copyright  Law  now  exi'^ting  in 
this  country;  but  that  it  may  be  left 
free,  as  far  as  possible,  for  Parliament 
to  consider,  when  the  proper  time  and 
opportunity  arrive,  the  basis  of  that 
Copyright  Law,  and  whether  the  nature 
of  the  protection  and  benefit  given  to 
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the  author  can  with  advantage  be  modi- 
fied. I  now  pass  to  the  paragraph  which 
relates  to  the  condition  of  trade  and 
agriculture.  We  are  assured  of  Her 
Majesty's  sympathy  with  the  classes 
especially  connected  with  those  indus- 
tries. It  is  gracious  on  the  part  of  Iler 
Majesty  to  express  that  sympathy;  but 
the  danger  of  its  expression  is  that  vigi- 
lant critics  beg^n  to  desire  still  further 
particularity;  and  it  not  unnaturally 
occurs  to  many  Gentlemen  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  when  for  the  first  time  tho 
agricultural  labourers  of  this  coimtry 
have  so  largo  a  share  in  determining 
tlie  composition  of  the  present  House 
of  Commons,  and  are  so  directly  repre- 
sented in  it,  it  will  not  unnaturally 
occur  to  many  to  regret  that  there  should 
not  have  been  some  more  distinct  and 
considerable  reference  to  them  and  their 
interests,  and  to  the  possibility  of  pro- 
moting them,  than  the  very  limited  one 
contained  in  the  mention  of  a  Bill  for 
selling  glebe  lands.  At  the  same  time, 
without  raising  any  question  as  to  the 
particular  provisions  of  that  Bill,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  from  my  own  expe- 
rience in  connection  with  ecclesiastical 
patronage,  nothing  can  be  stronger  than 
the  case  for  enabling  the  rural  clergy, 
and  those  under  whose  superintendence 
they  act,  to  take  some  measures  for  re- 
lieving them  of  the  burden  of  landed 
property  under  which  they  labour.  I 
do  not  think  I  need  detain  the  House 
upon  the  particular  propositions  in  the 
Address  with  respect  to  Bills  which  it 
is  proposed  to  introduce.  Others,  no 
doubt,  will  make  commentaries  upon 
them ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  enter  on  the  subjoct, 
excepting  to  observe  that  I  do  not  think 
that  the  description  of  the  crofter  question 
is  «  very  happy  one,  so  far  as  the  lan- 
guage is  concerned.  It  is  something  more 
than  tho  mitigation  of  distress  ;  it  is  not 
entirely  an  eleemosynary  task  we  aro 
asked  t>  undertake.  There  are  in  it 
some  elements  of  a  vindication  of  for- 
gotten and  neglected  rights.  I  do  hope 
that  that  Bill  is  prepared,  and  that  it 
will  bc^  proceeded  with  as  early  as  Her 
Majesty's  Government  can  practically 
make  arrangemeuta  for  it.  When  I 
come  to  the  subject  of  Ireland  I  feel 
bound,  after  all  that  has  been  said  and 
written  during  the  last  three  or  four 
weeks — and  I  hope  the  House  will  ex- 
cote  me^to  preface  my  commenls  upon 
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the  naragra|>h  in  the  Rpeoch  by  a  few 
woras  d^eriptiTO  of  mj  own  position 
with  regard  to  the  very  sreat  questions 
of  Irish  interost«>,  Irish  happines?,  and 
Irish  peace  that  are  nuw  impending  over 
uf.  At  the  time  when  I,  although  natu* 
rally  desirous  of  yielding  to  a  lung- 
cherished  intention  of  repose,  determined 
to  beoomo  a  candidate  for  Mid  Lothian, 
and  to  ask,  after  63  years  of  public  sor- 
vices  again  to  enter  Parliament,  I  was 
p>vemed  by  a  fow  important  considera- 
tiaos.  The  main  one  among  them  un« 
doubtedly  was  a  slight,  but  yet  a  real 
hope  that  it  might  bo  possible — I  hardly 
thought  it  probable^that  I  might  be 
able  to  make  some  peaceful  contribution 
towards  dealing  with  the  Irgislattve  case 
as  well  as  the  social  condition  of  Ireland. 
1  f«*lt  Tory  strongly  that  a  new  situation 
had  arisen  ;  and  in  conset^uence  of  that 
Hentiffioot,  exercising  in  a  great  degrte 
my  own  private  judgment,  and  neces- 
sarily, from  the  nature  of  the  case,  not 
poesessing  all  those  opportunities  of 
communication  which  we  have  when  we 
are  concentrated  together  in  London,  I 
«*atered  rather  largely  upon  this  subject 
At  the  date  of  September  17,  in  an  Ad- 
dress to  my  constituents,  which  perhaps 
L  having  recently  been  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  may  say  without  vanity 
was,  in  some  degree,  an  address  to  the 
country.  I  will  venture  to  read  one 
passage  only  of  that  address,  which 
snou  ap  the  main  features  of  the  posi- 
tion as  I  viewed  them.    I  said — 

**  In  my  o|iinioa,  not  nr>w  for  the  fint  time 
<iraiv««l«  the  limit  it  cl«ar  within  which  Any 
4«mri«  of  Irt'land  cf'OititutionAUy  Asccrtainod 
mar,  and  beyond  which  thcv  cannot,  n^crive 
the  AMwnt  of  Parliament.  ^Vo  mnintnin  the 
tn^ftnoBty  of  the  (^rown,  the  unity  of  the  Em- 
pire, aad  all  the  authority  of  Parliament  necra- 
•ary  for  the  coOMrration  of  that  unity,  is  the 
f.rvi  duty  of  rTcry  Bcprtt^'ntatiTo  of  the  pcc*ple, 
•ubji*ct  to  thia  t^iTaning  prinnpio—  ever}*  KT^nt 
to  portionf  of  the  Emt'in*  of  volarirv'd  powcn 
for  the  maaafement  of  their  own  nffairi  if,  in 
my  viev,  not  a  aource  of  danc^er,  but  a  mcane 
•  i  aTcrtina  it,  and  i«  in  the  nature  oi  a  new 
ruaraniee  fir  tncreaeed  cohuion,  happiness, 
and  strength.'* 

This  was  not  my  view  only  in  September 
last,  but  it  was  one  which,  on  various 
occasions  daring  the  last  14  or  15  years, 
I  have  enreesed  both  in  this  House  and 
in  other  places,  without  eiciting  general 
alarm,  though  nndonbtedly  laying  my- 
self open  to  more  or  less  of  animadver- 
sion from  particular  critics.  Well,  Sir, 
I  maintain  that,  sightly  or  wrongly, 


I  experienced  som<>  satisfaction,  after 
having  made  that  declaration,  in  ob- 
serving that  it  was  nowhero  made,  so 
far  as  I  know,  the  subject  of  animad- 
version  by  the  leading  Members  of  the 
Party  opposite.  I  speak  subject  to  cor- 
re<'tion,  to  which  I  would  submit  readily 
if  it  be  afforded  me ;  but,  so  far  as  my 
observation  went,  that  is  the  case.  In- 
deed, perhaps  under  the  influence  of  a 
sanguine  mind,  I  was  even  led  to  think 
from  the  speeches  of  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury,  to  which  I  gave  the  attention 
duo  to  his  eminent  position,  that  ho  was 
not  very  far  from  being  of  tho  samo 
opinion  as  myself.  In  speaking  at  Now- 
port  I  think  he  used  the  expression  that 
he  had  not  up  to  the  present  seen  his 
way  to  a  measure — I  do  not  think  he 
gave  a  distinct  expresbion  to  it-- of  any 
f'onsiderable  legislative  measure  in  tho 
direction  of  Homo  Sule.  On  Lord 
Mayor's  Day,  on  tho  very  eve  of  tho 
elections,  on  an  occasion  when,  as  is  well 
known,  the  utterances  of  tho  Prime 
Minister  are  most  deliberate,  and  are  as 
public  and  oflic  ial,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
as  when  they  are  delivered  from  his 
place  in  cither  House  of  Parliament — I 
find  a  passage,  which  I  quote  from  an 
excellent  vmrhatim  report  in  Tht  ScoUman, 
It  contains  these  words,  to  which  I  think 
I  can  give  my  unreserved  adhesion — 

'*  Tho  integrity  of  the  Empire  is  moro  pro- 
cioua  to  us  than  any  posscsaiun  wo  can  havo. 
Wo  are  bound  bv  motivon,  not  only  of  cxpu* 
dioncy,  not  only  by  legal  principle,  but  by  mo* 
tivcs  of  honour,  to  protect  the  minority,  if  such 
exists,  who  haTo  fallen  into  unpopularity  and 
dan^  because  they  have  followed,  or  been 
the  instruments  of,  the  policy  which  England 
has  deliberately  elected  to  pumao  ;  but  within 
tht  se  lines  cwry  English  Itovemment — and  I 
would  say  the  'present  OoTemmcnt — is  boond 
to  do  all  that  it  possibly  can  to  give  prospe- 
rity, contentment,  and  happiness  to  the  Insh 
people." 

Within  the  lines  of  the  unity  and  the 
integrity  of  tho  Empire  and  tho  obliga- 
tions of  honour  to  the  minority  in  Iro* 
land.  I  am  not  referring  to  this  passage 
for  a  controversial  purpose ;  but  pre* 
cisoly  the  reverse.  1  am  referring  to  it 
to  justify  the  remark  I  made  that  it  was 
a  great  consolation  to  me  to  bo  able  to 
cherish  the  hope  that  there  was  somo 
sympathy  between  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury  in  his  distinguished  position 
and  myself  upon  this  great  and  vital 
question.  For,  Sir,  I  am  under  the 
deep  and  solemn  conviction  that  nothing 
bat  the  gentle  and  oonoiliatory  handling 
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of  this  matter  by  all  persons  concerned, 
be  they  who  they  may,  can  by  any  pos- 
sibility neutralize  tho  dangers,  or  give 
the  hope  of  attaining  the  benefits  that 
may  be  in  store  for  us,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  quostioDS  relating  to  tho  con- 
dition and  the  government  of  Ireland. 
And,  therefore,  from  the  first  my  high- 
est ambition  has  been,  and  it  continues 
to  be — and  I  rebuke  myself  by  antici- 
pation if  I  deviate  by  a  hairbreadth 
from  the  principle — not  to  say  one  word 
of  any  man  mingling  in  this  question 
that  can  bring  the  elements  of  wrath 
and  passion  into  a  debate  and  a  consi- 
deration which  nothing  but  patience, 
nothing  but  self-restraint,  nothing  but 
the  casting  aside  of  much  prejudice  and 
prepossession,  and  nothing  but  a  deter- 
mined disposition  to  look  alone  at  what 
candour  and  justice  demand  will  afibrd 
US  the  smallest  hope  of  solving.  I  wish 
to  assure  the  House  that  since  tho  de- 
claration of  the  17th  of  September  I 
have  not  said  one  word  or  done  one  act 
in  extension  of  that  declaration.  What 
I  have  said  and  what  I  have  done,  little 
as  it  is,  except  as  to  privato  study — and 
I  do  not  deny  that  the  subject  has  been 
my  daily  and  my  nightly  thought — has 
been,  in  the  first  place,  to  show  where 
responsibility  lay.  Besponsibility  lies 
where  the  means  of  action  lie.  In  my 
opinion,  there  could  be  no  greater  public 
calamity  then  to  bring  this  question 
within  the  lines  of  Tarty  conflict ;  and 
if»  unhappily,  that  shall  be  done — I 
trust  it  will  not  be  done  of  determined 
purpose  by  anvone— -but  if,  unhappily, 
that  shall  be  done,  I  will,  so  far  as  in 
me  lies,  take  care  I  will  not  be  the  doer. 
It  is  the  Government  alone  who  can  act 
in  such  a  matter.  In  my  opinion,  the 
action  of  a  person  in  the  position  I  have 
the  honour  to  hold  not  only  is  unneces- 
sary, but  would  not  be  worrantable,  and 
would  be  in  the  highest  de(^n>(*  injurious 
ond  niiMhi«'vou4 ;  and  I  will  do  nothing, 
as  I  have  raid,  that  can  tend,  by  making 
proposals — if  I  were  prepared  with  pro- 
posals^from  tbi^  I^enrh,  to  be  a  chal- 
lenge to  others  to  bring  thin  question  into 
the  category  of  Forty  controversion.  I  am 
bound  to  say,  without  expreF(«in:^  a  final 
opinion,  that  the  little  I  have  paid  has  not 
only  been  to  show  how  entirely  I  was  sepa- 
rated from  all  ideas  of  personal  action  or 
Party  action  in  the  matter ;  but  I  have 
also  felt,  as  the  season  passed  on,  that  a 
new  difficulty  might  be  coming  into  view. 
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I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  the 
social  state  of  Ireland  really  is.  Even  as 
regards  crime,  I  am  without  particular 
information.  So,  also,  I  am  without  in- 
formation 83  to  the  important  question b 
of  thirfiilfilment  of  contracts  and  the  on- 
joy  men  t  of  personal  liberty  in  all  trans- 
actions to  which  reference  has  been  made 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  But  I 
admit  I  have  felt  that  topics  and  con- 
siderations of  that  kind  might  yet  come 
to  have  importance  such  as  to  require 
that  they  should  be  taken  into  view, 
either  in  connection  with,  or  prior  to — 
I  will  not  venture  to  say  which,  for  I 
have  no  knowledge  to  justify  me  in  the 
.  assertion — either  in  connection  with,  or 
prior  to,  any  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion of  what  measures  were  to  bo  taken 
for  the  extension  of  local  government  in 
Ireland.  That,  Sir,  I  have  said,  and  the 
consequence  is  necessarily  this.  My  duty 
was  to  await  the  plans  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  having  awaited  those  plans, 
I  am  bound  to  say  that,  though  I  shall 
listen  with  great  attention  to  all  they 
propose,  I  intend  to  reserve  my  own 
freedom  of  action.  And  I  do  not  intend, 
so  far  as  lies  within  my  power,  to  have  it 
determined  for  me  by  others  at  what  timo 
and  in  what  manner  I  shall  make  any 
addition  to  the  declaration  I  laid  before 
the  country  in  the  month  of  September 
last.  I  stand  here  as  a  Member  of  a 
Ilouse  where  there  are  many  who  have 
taken  their  seats  for  the  first  time  upon 
these  Benches,  and  where  there  may  be 
some  to  whom,  possibly,  I  may  avail 
myself  of  the  privilege  of  old  aee  to 
offer  a  recommendation.  I  woula  tell 
them  of  my  own  intention  io  keep  my 
counsel,  and  reserve  my  own  freedom, 
until  I  see  the  moment  and  the  occasion 
when  there  may  be  a  prospect  of  public 
benefit  in  endeavouring  to  make  a  move- 
ment forward,  and  I  will  venture  to  re- 
eommend  them,  as  an  old  Parliamentary 
hand,  io  do  the  same.  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
said  so  much  on  my  own  position.  I 
think  the  House  will  feel  that  it  was 
ri;?ht  that  I  should  endeavour  to  remove 
]ui««understanding  by  most  explicit  state- 
ment\  for  whirh,  of  course,  I  am  liable 
to  be  called  to  account  if  they  be  inac- 
curate. They  will  forgive  me — under 
the  circumstances  of  a  certain  amount  of 
mi<tapprehenston  which  has  gone  abroad 
— they  will  forgive  me  if  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  clear  my  own  positioQ 
before  I  presume  to  take  upon  me  to  ad 
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ft4  a  critic  upon  tho  action  of  Her  Ma- 
jettj'ii  Oovemment.  Sir,  there  are  in 
the  8x>oech  two  paragraphs  relating  to 
IreUnil,  and  likewise  a  reference  to  the 
meaaurea  which  are  in  preparation.  The 
fint  |)aragraph  is  that  which  refers  to 
the  LegislatiTO  Union  as  a  fundainuntal 
law,  and  in  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
▼emment  have  expressed,  undoubtedly 
Tory  strongly,  the  viow  they  take  of  that 
important  Act  of  Parliament.  I  am  not 
here  to  find  fault  with  Tier  Majesty's 
i  foTemment  for  having  so  done.  They 
feel,  CTxdently,  tlint  it  would  not  be  right 
without  notice— and  the  terms  of  the 
Address  rorj  often  cannot  be  heard  by 
all  the  Members  of  the  House— to  ask 
the  opinion  of  Parliament.  They  haye 
girea  a  strong  opinion  themselyes,  a 
strong  opinion  in  certain  terms.  If  I  am 
to  crmsiaer  that  opinion  as  a  declaration 
on  their  part  to  maintain  at  all  hazards, 
and  under  all  circumstances,  and  at  all 
costa,  the  unity  and  the  integ^ty  of  tho 
Ilritish  Empire,  there  is  no  man  who  sits 
b<>hind  them  who  will  more  cordially 
applaud  their  intentions  and  support 
their  action.  I  yenture  still  to  express 
the  hope  that  thero  is  not  a  man  in  this 
House  who  will  rise  in  his  place  and  dis- 
ayow  that  sentiment.  With  respect  to 
the  particular  terms  in  which  they  haye 
rony^yed  it,  I  own  that  it  appears  tome 
that  criticism  might  bo  made  upon  them 
in  certain  rospocts.  The  Queen  »  Speech 
i«  a  yery  formal  document,  and  I  do  not 
hold  that  the  phrase  **  fundamental 
law  '*  is  known  to  the  British  Constitu- 
tion. I  understand  that  law  is  of  tho 
frreatest  moment  and  importance.  I  am 
not  disparaging  that  law ;  but  the  im- 
portation of  the  phrase,  I  think  for  the 
first  timo,  is  a  matter  upon  which  there 
might  be  either  a  legal  or  another  argu- 
ment ;  and  it  is  alw,  of  course,  open  to 
remark  that  it  iii  fttat«*d  there  can  be  no 
change  of  that  law  ;  when'a^  tho  fact  of 
tho  case  roally  in  that  Her  Majesty's 
Uoyemment  m«*an  to  mako  this  a  strong 
dfTlsration  of  their  det«>rmination  to 
maintain  our  unity  rath«*r  than  they 
wtah  to  bo  judg«'d  by  a  minute  criticism. 
f>f  course,  it  is  obyions  that  fundamental 
law  ia  not  inf^uently  altered  in  minor 
points,  and  has  been  altered,  mainly  in 
1869,  ia  tho  case  then  of  the  Established 
IVotaatant  Chnrch  in  Ireland,  when  the 
Aet  of  Union  declared  that  it  was  easen- 
tial  aad  fundamental  to  the  Union.  I  do 
not  tater  upon  those  minnte  eritieiama. 


I  look  upon  it  aa  a  declaration  by  Her 
Majesty's  Ooyernment  in  fayour  of  Im- 
penal  unity  and  integrity;  and  I  will 
only  make  ttro  very  brief  obseryations. 
I  have  disclaimed  Party  feeling  in  this 
spoech,  and  I  hopu  thus  far  I  have  kept 
tolerably  close  to  my  promise  at  the 
outset.  I  cannot  help  sayiog  that, 
looking  at  tho  exact  terms  of  this  para* 
graph  as  compared  with  the  terms  of 
tho  Ministerial  speeches  made  before 
the  elections,  I  see  a  considerable  dif- 
ference, and  cannot  help  asking  whether 
it  is  intended  or  not  to  make  that  differ- 
onoe  the  subject  of  Ministerial  exposi- 
tion ?  Sir,  one  other  remark  I  have  to 
make  which  is  not  contentious  at  all. 
I  hope  and  I  feel  assured  that  there  is 
no  intention  at  all  on  the  part  of  Hor 
Majesty's  Oovernment,  or,  I  hope,  of 
any  person  in  thia  House,  whatever  hia 
political  opinions  may  be,  to  interpose 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  preliminary 
judgment  as  a  bar  to  the  fullost  exposi- 
tion by  Iriah  Membera  of  whatever  they 
may  think  it  right  to  urge  on  behalf  of 
their  countrymen.  It  would  be  a  sad 
error  in  point  of  prudence,  it  would  be  a 
violation,  in  my  opinion,  of  Parliamen- 
tary and  public  decency,  were  we  not, 
at  any  rate,  to  admit  this  fact— that 
though  we  know  nothing  of  what  ia 
going  to  bo  asked — and  certainly  we 
know  nothing  that  would  justify  us  in 
saying  that  it  will  be  easily  conceded — 
yet,  whatever  it  is,  if  it  be  true  that 
five-sixths  of  the  Irish  Bepresentativos^ 
claiming,  of  course,  the  same  liberty  for 
the  other  sixth — have  come  here  to  mako 
representations  and  plena  in  the  name 
of  their  country,  armed  with  the  autho- 
rity that  their  oonatituents  have  been 
legally  empowered  to  give  them— our 
duty  is  to  accord  to  them  freely  a 
patient,  a  respectful,  and  a  candid  hear* 
ing.  I  think,  Sir,  I  may  only  say  thia 
by  way  of  reaerve.  I  feel  aura  that 
that  sentiment  will  recuive  the  universal 
assent  of  the  House.  Well,  Sir,  I  go 
on  to  tho  second  paragraph,  which  I 
confess  has  very  considerably  disap- 
pointed mo.  It  is  tho  paragraph  with 
regard  to  tho  social  state  of  Ireland.  I 
had  hoped  that  we  should  obtain  from 
Hor  Majesty's  Qovemment,  after  tho 
experience  they  have  had,  some  more 
concluaiye  statement  of  their  views  upon 
that  subject.  There  is  a  difference  in 
the  situation  in  which  Membera  of  the 
House  are  plaoed  with  regard  to  a  aub- 
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joct  of  thiB  kind  from  tlio  position  thcj 
occupy  with  regard  to  matters  of  h'gis- 
Intioa  or  matters  of  public  principle. 
On  matters  of  logi^lation  and  on  mutters 
of  public  principlo  tho  Party  in  Opposi- 
ti(>u  are  generally  of  opinion  that  they 
can  judge  quite  as  well  as,  and  perhaps 
a  litth*  better  than,  the  Tarty  in  power ; 
but  with  reg^ard  to  tho  Hocial  btato  of 
Ireland,  it  is  impossible,  in  my  opinion, 
for  us  to  form  a  conclusive  judgment. 
The  information  in  our  possession  is  not 
sufficient.  It  requires  an  outlook  so 
largo,  and,  at  the  Hamo  time,  so  minute 
and  particular,  that  we  are  dependent 
entirely  upon  the  judgment  delivered  to 
us  by  ller  MajcHty's  Government ;  and 
certainly,  Sir,  if  we  form  our  impres- 
sions from  what  takes  place  at  meetings, 
and  at  deputations,  and  from  the  articles 
of  journals  supposed  to  be  moro  or  loss 
in  the  confidence  of  Iler  Majesty's  Oo- 
vommont,  I  believe  that  tho  whole 
IIouso,  so  far  as  1  know,  have  expected 
that  the  languaf^e  of  the  Speech  with 
regard  to  the  social  state  of  Ireland 
would  be  clear  and  intelligible.  Well, 
Hir,  what  dooH  this  paragraph  tell  ue  ? 
It  tolls  us  that  ller  Majebtv  has  used 
every  exertion  to  maintain  the  law.  It 
tells  us  that  she  has  failed  in  maintain- 
iug  it,  because  tho  information  she  re* 
ceives  leads  her  to  apprehend  that  she 
may  hereafter  have  proposals  to  make. 
It  tells  us  that  she  has  more  than  failed, 
because  tho  evils  with  which  she  is  en- 
deavouring to  deal  are,  in  tho  language 
of  tht^  Speech,  *'  these  growing  evils." 
Well,  Sir.  I  certainly  had  hoped  that 
wo  should  have  received  more  light  on 
this  qut>9tion  of  the  state  of  Ireland 
from  the  Queen*s  Speech  than  is  actually 
biTore  us.  In  the  summer  we  had 
reached  a  certain  condition  of  things. 
Many  Gentlemen  who  sit  hero  con- 
demnt'd    the     admini»tration    of    Earl 

Sl»^*nn'r  as  warmlv  as — 1  trust  thev  will 

I  •  * 

for^'ive  roe  for  euying  it — I  from  my 
h«'art,  with  all  the  knonled^e  I  pos^^^e^^, 
supp<»rt  it.  At  that  x>eriod  there  was  a 
certain  state  of  things  in  Ireland  with 
regard  to  the  crltital  subjects — first  of 
crime,  and  secondly  tif  contracts.  It 
was  a  state  of  thin^::)  which  led  us  then 
in  the  Govemment  to  think  that  we 
could  part  at  once  with  what  we  con- 
sidensl  to  b«  the  stringent  and  coercive 
clauses  of  the  Crimea  Act ;  and  that  all 
that  remained  for  oa  to  do  was  to  main- 
tain, eithar  in  the  ahapo  of  a  positive 
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enactment,  or  in  tho  shape  of  diAcre- 
tionary  powers  under  proclamationt 
district  by  district,  certain  of  its  pro- 
visions, which  provisions  we  did  not 
consider  to  involve  interference  witli 
liberty.  Had  the  Government  so  clear 
a  view  of  the  condition  of  Ireland?  Al- 
though thoy  were  completely  new  to 
Office,  with  a  decision  which  they  de- 
scribed as  most  formal  and  most  do- 
liberate,  made  upon  due  examina- 
tion of  the  case,  they  arrived  at  tho 
conclusion  that  the  Act  might  be  al- 
lowed to  lapso.  I  think  they  are 
aware  that  the  news  of  the  lapsing  of 
that  Act  was  not  received  on  this  side 
of  the  House  in  a  grudging  spirit. 
It  was  our  desire,  our  hearty  desire,  that 
the  boldness  then  shown — boldnc  ss  ex- 
hibited by  their  being  willing  to  incur 
a  very  great  responsibility,  a  great  and 
heavy  stake  upon  their  siiccesa  or  failure 
in  Ireland — we  heartily  desired  tho  suc- 
cess of  their  experiment,  and  did  not 
interject  so  much  as  an  observation  to 
detract  from  the  grace  which,  un- 
doubtedly, in  tho  face  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  had  surrounded  their  proceed- 
ings. They  must  feel  it  is  right  that  at 
the  earliest  moment  they  should  give  us 
their  impressions  of  that  experiment, 
and  whether  that  experiment,  in  their 
judgment,  has  succeeded,  or  has  failed. 
For  a  long  time — I  refer  again  to  tho 
speeches  of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury 
— undoubtedly  the  impreesion  was  that, 
upon  the  whole,  it  was  a  success.  As 
to  crime,  there  was  a  decided  decrease ; 
and  as  to  '*  Boyootting,**  I  think  it  was 
described  as  the  result  of  action  essen- 
tially feverish  and  tem^)orar}',  and  likely 
to  pass  away,  and  almost  cei-tain  to  dis- 
appear. That  came  down  to  the  month 
of  November.  Is  the  position  to  be  re- 
versed, or  is  it  not?  I  am  sure  tiiat 
when  the  Government  remember  that 
we  are  looking  out  for  means  and  ma* 
torial  for  judgment  in  ngard  to  Ireland, 
and  in  this  particular  are  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  what  they  can  tell  us,  yet 
not  able  to  cast  aside  altogether  the  in- 
telligence that  reaches  us  from  this 
ouarter  and  from  that,  it  will  be  felt 
that  it  would  bo  cruel  to  withhold  from 
us  distinct  information,  and  a  distinct 
announcement  of  their  intention  any 
longer  than  is  absolutely  necetaary. 
Having  said  that,  I  will  only  add  that  I 
do  not  wish  to  uae  any  strong  language, 
or  to  make  any  aevera  charge  upon  the 
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conduct  of  Ilcr  Majesty *s  Qorernment ; 

but  I  wUh  to  say  that  a  groat  obliga* 

tion  rents  upon  thorn,  and  strong  oxpeo- 

t4tion8  may  be  reasonably  entertained 

as  to  their  conduct  in  Ii eland.    Then, 

thirdly*  with  respect  to  Ireland,  wo  are 

told  that  a  County  Government  Bill~ 

not  ao  described,  but  a  Bill  rather  lor 

transferring  to  other  hands  the  functions 

which  now  Delong  to  county  goTornment 

— IS  about  to  be  introduced.     "  It  will 

be  submitted  to  you ; ''  and  then  comes 

this  sentence — 

**A  mcAsare  for  the  reform  of  coanty  go- 
Tinuneot  in  Ireland  im  also  in  preparation.*' 

It  appears  to  me  that,  all  circumstances 
cunaiderod,  it  is  evid^^nt  that  the  Go- 
Temment  hare  recciTod  a  severe  shock 
on  the  subject  of  this  measure  of  county 
goTummont  in  Ireland.  It  is  right  to 
•^tats  that  not  only  the  intention  to  have 
a  pUn»  but  the  main  particulars  of  that 
plan,  were  made  known  to  the  Irish 
public  some  weeks  ago.  I  am  not  sure 
now  long  ago— perhaps  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks — but  it  appeared  in  a  news- 
pap4*r9  known  to  bo  of  great  weight 
and  importance  in  Ireland.  {_Ir^cal 
rmrmMU0  chiefs,]  Is  there  any  ques- 
tion that  Thi  Dublin  Expriu  is  a  most 
important  newspai)er  ? 

Lono  RANDOLPU  CHUKCHILL: 
It  is  not  the  organ  of  the  Irish  Govem- 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  did  not  say 
tho  otgan  of  the  Government.  I  may 
have  said  it  was  an  organ,  but  not  that 
it  was  the  organ  of  the  Government.  In 
this  aawspaper,  to  which  it  would  ap|K*ar 
that  eomffionications  are  sometimes  made, 
therv  is  a  communication  which  I  will 
not  read  to  the  Uoose— first  of  all,  that 
a  Committee  of  the  Cabinet  had,  with 
great  care,  prepared  a  plan  of  local  go- 
vomment  for  Ireland ;  secondly,  that 
this  tdan,  having  gone  through  the 
<  rdesl  of  the  Committer,  poj^ned  on  to 
that  which  mav  be  considered  the  final 
offd^al «— namely,  examination  by  the 
i  ^abinet  itself,  and  that  by  the  Cabinet 
itself  it  had  been  very  considerably 
altered,  showing  it  bad  been  the  subject 
of  nost  important  and  definite  con- 
aideration,  and  it  sets  out  what  were  to 
be  tha  prinotpal  conditions  of  this  plan. 
It  set  oat,  oa  the  one  hand,  that  there 
were  to  be  drclee  of  Governments — 
wheels  within  wheels^and  that  while 
those  eonnty  governments  were  to  be 
behind  cooi^j  govamments  in  England 


in  rospect  of  not  having  control  of 
police,  they  were  to  be  before  them  in 
regard  to  their  having  apparently  the 
supreme  control  of  the  great  and  vital, 
and,  for  Ireland,  most  important  subject 
of  primary  education.  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  Her  Majesty's  Government  at 
this  moment  because  their  plans  for 
Ireland  may  not  happen  to  be  precisely 
those  which  I  should  think  ample  and 
adequate  for  their  purpose ;  but  what 
I  complain  of  is  that  I  consider  this 
plan  to  bo  a  move  backwards  instead  of 
forwards.  There  appears,  from  a  sourco 
to  which  we  have  a  right  to  ascribe  im- 
portance, that  early  in  January  a  plan 
is  substantially  prepared.  [  "  No,  no !  "1 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  would  like  to  read 
this  article,  by  all  means  let  them  do  so. 
But  I  must  say  that,  reading  it  and 
putting  upon  it  the  best  interpretation  I 
can,  what  I  cannot  but  infer  from  it  is 
this — that  although  the  intention  of 
bringing  in  a  plan  of  local  government, 
small  or  great,  for  Ireland  has  existed, 
yet  it  has  receded  into  the  shade. 
Using  a  phrase  that  has  of  late  been 
rather  popular,  it  has  been  gradually 
moving  towards  ''  the  dim  and  distant 
future.'*  What  I  would  venture  to  say, 
and  to  press  upon  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, is  this^that  whatever  is  to 
bo  done  for  Ireland,  whether  you  take 
Conservative  organs,  or  whether  you 
take  Liberal  or  Nationalist  organs- 
whatever  is  to  bo  done  for  Ireland 
should  be  done  with  aU  the  promptitude 
that  the  nature  of  the  ^case  demands. 
Besides  the  fact  that  the  County  Go- 
vernment Bill  for  Ireland  is  in  the  rear 
of  the  Kepresentative  Councils  Bill  for 
England,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op* 
positehas  also  informed  us  to-night  that 
he  proposes  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
question  of  procedure.  I  myself  have  a 
very  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  the 
<]uebtion ;  and  I  am  almost  prepared  to 
say  that  I  think  considerable  sacrifices 
might  properly  be  made  by  this  Ilouse 
for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  pro- 
cedure as  a  claim  anterior  to  that  of  ordi- 
nary legislation.  There  remains  behind 
the  question  whether  the  case  of  Ire- 
land, as  it  now  exists,  is  a  question 
of  ordinsxy  legislation.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wiU  recollect,  no  doubt,  that 
I  it  cost  us  from  SO  to  40  days  of  hard 
'  work  to  obtain  the  limited  amount  of 
',  reform  in  onr  procedure  that  we  ob* 
I  tained  in  1882.    Is  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
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tleman  sanguine  as  to  the  prospect  of 
making  more  rapid  progress  with  that 
question  than  we  made?  One  conclu- 
sion I  most  deliberately  arrived  at,  and 
I  give  it  him  f(^r  what  it  may  bo  worth. 
That  was,  that  it  is  almost  vain  to  hope 
to  make  serious  progress,  except  with 
the  command  of  the  wholo  time  of 
the  House.  We  got  command  of  the 
whole  time  of  the  TIouso ;  but  wo  got  it 
in  the  month  of  October,  and  a  pretty 
severe  penalty  we  paid  for  it.  I  mys^^lf 
felt  the  fruits  of  it  in  the  noco?sity  for 
going  abroad  a  couple  of  months  after. 
Dut  it  is  one  thing  to  ask  for  the  whole 
time  of  the  House  after  the  regular 
Business  of  tho  Session;  it  is  another 
thing  to  ask  for  it  when  the  Business  of 
the  Session  is  commencing.  Do  what 
he  will,  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  must 
make  frequent  interruptions  of  proce* 
dure  in  order  to  bring  on  his  Estimates  ; 
and,  above  all,  in  order  to  get  through 
the  Supplementary  Estimates,  that  por- 
tentous labour  which  of  late  years  has 
added  to  tho  burdens  of  the  House.  All, 
however,  that  I  now  wish  to  say  on  the 
matter  is,  that  I  am  afraid  this  is  a  fur- 
ther serious  postponement  of  all  attempts 
at  legislation  for  Ireland.  I  do  not  ask 
tho  Government  to  study  in  my  sense 
what  the  legislation  for  Ireland  may  be, 
or  ought  to  be,  even  if  my  mind  were 
made  up  on  the  subject ;  but  I  do  not 
possess  the  means  of  making  the  in- 
quiries that  are  noco9sary  to  any  sound 
legislation.  But  I  do  ask  Her  Majesty's 
Government  if  they  intend  to  give  to 
Ireland  the  benefit  of  legislation,  to  let 
it  be  promptly  known,  and  to  give  effect 
to  it  at  the  earliest  poss^iblo  moment.  I 
wish  I  could  have  dealt  with  this  ques- 
tion exactly  as  with  the  question  of 
foreign  policy,  and  have  congratulated 
the  Government  on  the  discharge  of  its 
arduous  duties.  I  am  oompellod,  how- 
over,  to  say  that  I  am  unable,  regarding 
th(«se  paragraphs  a^  a  whol^,  to  say  that 
they  an*  so  entirely  sufficient  and  satis- 
factory. It  is  an  excellent  thing  to  say 
that  you  will  maintain  the  unity  of  the 
Empiro.  In  Heaven's  name  do  main- 
tain it  with  all  your  might !  But  we 
have  been  maintaining  it  for  8.3  years ; 
and  not  only  for  85  years  since  the 
Union,  but  for  600  years  before.  Some- 
thing more  is  requisite.  Whatever  you 
think  ti  adequate  to  the  case,  be  it  for 
social  order,  be  it  for  local  government, 
let  ua  know,  and  let  us  know  promptly, 
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what  it  is.  The  obligations  which  I 
have  described  as  incumbent  on  every 
Member  in  this  great  cause  would  com- 
pel us,  even  if  we  wore  more  reluctant 
than  we  are,  to  entertain  favourably  the 
proposals  which  you  may  conscientiously 
recommend.  What  is  here  you  cannot 
yourselves  pretend  to  bo  altogether 
satisfactory.  Our  duty  will  not  allow 
us  to  proceed  to  deal  in  any  circum- 
stances with  the  caso  of  Ireland.  It 
still  remains  our  duty  to  listen  to  what 
others  have  to  say,  and  to  judge  and  to 
try  it  under  tho  strictest  and  heaviest 
responsibility  that  ever  lay  on  a  Bepre- 
sentativo  Assembly.  You  have  most 
properly  wound  up  your  Speech  by  ad- 
vising the  Queen  to  express  her  con- 
fidence in  a  protection  and  a  guidanco 
for  our  acts  better  than  any  which  our 
own  unassisted  faculties  can  supply. 
Let  us  remember  the  high  and  solemn 
appeal  we  have  made  to  that  guidance, 
and  as  in  the  face  of  Almighty  God,  to 
whose  keeping  we  have  been  com- 
mended, so  by  taking  care  to  observe  all 
the  laws  and  all  the  qualities  by  which, 
in  any  difficult  and  controverted  matter, 
truth  may  sometimes  be  attained  and 
benefits  sometimes  realized.  Let  ua  not 
deviate  from  that  path  of  temper  and 
self-command ;  but,  forgetful  of  every 
prejudice,  let  ua  strive  to  do  justice  to 
the  great,  the  varied,  and  the  gigantic 
interests  committed  to  our  care. 

The  chancellor  oftob  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bbacii)  : 
Sir,  I  desire,  as  my  first  duty,  to  con- 
gratulate my  noble  Friend  (Visoount 
Curzon)  the  Mover  and  my  hon.  Friend 
('Mr.  Houldsworth)  the  Seconder  of  the 
Address  in  reply  to  the  Most  Gracious 
tSpeoch  from  the  Throne,  on  behalf  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  both  ful- 
filled the  task  entrusted  to  them  to-night. 
I  was  glad  to  hear  those  encouraging 
words  which  fell  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone)  on 
this  matter.  I  feel  sure  by  what  he  has 
done  to-night  my  noble  Friend  the 
Member  for  Southern  Buckinghamshire 
Las  earned  the  right  not  onlv  to  rely  on 
the  indulgence,  but  on  the  desire  of  the 
House  to  hear  him  whenever  he  may 
take  part  in  our  debates ;  and  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North- West 
Manchester,  who  is  a  comparatively  old 
and  tried  Member  among  as,  hat,  with 
hia  oioal  good  aenae  and  practical  know- 
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l«dg«^  pkeod  before  the  House  to-night 
the  wenta  end  withet  of  the  great  oom- 
merdel  conununity  which  he  represents. 
I  wish,  in  the  next  pUoe,  to  express^our 
gretitade  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
haft  referred  to  the  loading  paragraphs 
of  ller  MajeetT's  Most  Gracious  Speech. 
We  aeknowledged  last  summer  the  as- 
sistance which  ho  rendered  to  theGorem- 
mentof  the  day  by  his  remarks  on  the 
negotiations  with  Kussia  on  the  subject 
of  the  Znlfikar  Pass ;  and  I  would>enture 
again  to  thank  him  to«night  for  his  refer- 
ence to  that  matter,  and  to  the  action  of 
Lord  Salisbury  in  regard  to  the  negotia- 
tions reepecting  Eastern  Koumelia.  Ihave 
no  cause  to  complain  either  of  the  re- 
feronce  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  to  the  position  of  affairs  in  Egypt. 
lie  certainly  expressed  some  doubt  whe- 
th4*r  there  was  any  evidence  that  the 
presence  of  a  Turkish  Commissioner  in 
Cairo  was  likely  to  adranoe  the  interests 
of  the  country,  or  the  settlement  of  the 
great  ijueetions  pending  there.    Well, 
>it^  it  IS  premature  to  discuss  that  sub- 
ject  in  the  absence  of  fuller  informa- 
tion ;  but  I  think  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  ahow,  not  only  that  the  association 
with  us  of  the  Suzerain  Power  of  Egypt 
in  the  work  to  bo  done  there,  and  the 
full  recognition  afforded  by  the  presence 
of  the  Commissioner   of  the  Torte  of 
the  riffht  of  England  to  do  that  work, 
it  hanng  n  material  effect  for  good, 
bat  also  that,  by  tho  concerted  action 
of  the  two  Commissioners,  matters  of 
the  gre«teat  importance  with  reference 
to  the  fhmtier  defences  of  that  country 
are  in  aetiTe  process  of  settlement.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ref«<rred  shortly 
to  the  paragraph  in  the  Speech  deal- 
ing wttn  Burmah,  and  he  questioned 
some  general  princioles  whicn  he  ap- 
peared to  find  in  tnat  paragraph.    I 
can  ottl^  say  that,  in  framing  Uiat  para- 
graph, It  was  not  our  object  to  lair  down 
any  general  nrinciple  at  all.    It  nas  re- 
fereoee  sinply  to  the  circumstances  of 
thai  particalar  case  ;    and  when,   not 
long  heoee,  my  noble  Friend  fulfils  the 
du^  inoombent  nnon  him  of  projiosing, 
within  a  month  of  the  meetinff  of  Par- 
liamanty  a  Besolntion  authorizing  the 
payment  out  of  the  Indian  IteTennes 
of  the  ezpensee  of  the  Burmese  War, 
and  when  the  Papers  on  this  subject 
are   fully   in    the   possession   of    the 
noose,  I  think  theee  two  things  will 


be  clear — first,  that  we  had  absolutely 
no  choice  as  to  the  annexation  of 
Upper  Burmah;  and,  secondly,  that  if 
that  annexation  had  been  delayed,  there 
would  have  been  the  gravest  risk  of 
serious  injury  to  the  political  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  country  in  the 
East.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fur- 
ther complained  of  the  absence  of  spe- 
cial reference  to  any  measure,  except 
in  the  paragraph  relating  to  the  Glebe 
Lands  Bill,  for  promoting  the  inte- 
rests of  the  agricultural  labourer,  and 
also  found  some  fault  with  the  sentence 
relating  to  the  Crofters  Bill.  I  will 
only  say,  in  reply  to  those  remarks,  that 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  place 
before  the  House,  in  the  compass  of  a 
paragraph  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  any 
real  information  as  to  the  contents  of 
any  Bills  which  it  is  our  intention  to  in- 
troduce. If  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
(Mr.  Jesse  Callings),  who  has  given 
Notice  this  evening  of  his  intention  to 
move  an  Amendment  to  the  Address 
upon  the  subject  of  agricultural  allot- 
ments, will  wait  for  the  measures  which 
we  have  promised,  I  think  he  will  find 
that  if  his  wishes  are  not  met,  that 
will,  at  any  rate,  be  a  more  convenient 
opportunity  for  raising  this  question 
than  can  bo  afforded  by  a  discussion 
upon  a  paragraph  in  the  Queen*8  Speech. 
The  most  important  part  of  the  speech, 
however,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentlo- 
man  has  just  delivered,  is  unquestion- 
ably that  relating  to  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  a  sentence 
in  the  Address  which  he  put  forth 
to  his  constituents  in  September  last, 
as  expressing  his  opinion  upon  this 
great  question.  He  reminded  the 
House  that  he  had,  in  that  Address, 
dwelt  strongly  upon  the  necessity  of 
granting  emargea  powers  of  self-go- 
vernment to  Ireland,  but  subject  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  supremacy  of  the 
Crown,  the  unity  of  the  Empire,  and 
all  the  authority  of  Parliament  neoes- 
sarv  for  the  conservation  of  that  unity ; 
and  he  rather  complained  that  this  part 
of  his  address  had  not  been  animad- 
verted upon  by  any  of  the  principal 
speakers  on  our  side. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  No;  I  was  do- 
lighted,  and  expressed  my  satisfaction. 

Tub  01 1 ANCELLOR  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 
pressed satisfaction  that  this  part  of 
his  address  had  not  been  onfaTonrably 
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commented  upon  hj  any  leading  eup- 
porters  of  Her  Majesty  a  Govemment. 
If  I  may  speak  for  myself  on  that  mat- 
ter, I  will  frankly  say  that  I  abstained 
from  commenting  upon  that  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  address,  because 
I  could  not  understand  precisely  what 
it  was  that  the  riffht  hon.  Gentleman 
meant  by  it.  He  has  talked  a^ain  to- 
night of  the  unity  of  the  Empire ;  but 
evidently,  in  his  mind,  the  '*  unity  of 
the  Empire"  is  consistent  with  the 
existence  of  a  Parliament  here  and 
of  another  Parliament  in  Dublin ;  be- 
cause he  reminded  us  that  the  unity  of 
the  Empire  had  existed,  not  only  for 
the  last  85  years,  but  for  600  years  be* 
fore.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
went  on  to  refer  to  the  speeches  made 
by  Lord  Salisbury.  I  think  that  it  was 
scarcely  fair,  when  Lord  Salisbury  at 
Newport  distinctly  stated  his  own  opi- 
nion that  no  scheme  of  federation  of 
which  he  had  ever  heard  was  applicable 
to  the  circumstances  of  England  and 
Ireland — I  think  it  was  hardly  fair  to 
suggest  that  Lord  Salisbury  referred  to 
that  proposal  as  a  possible  solution  of 
the  matter.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 

Suoted  from  the  speech  made  by  Lord 
alisbuiy  at  the  Mansion  Ilouse ;  and 
he  referred  to  the  opinion  then  expressed 
by  his  Lordship  on  the  importance  of 
preserring  the  integrity  of  the  Empire, 
and  of  protecting  the  rights  of  mino- 
rities in  Ireland.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  the  address  which  he 
quotes  to  this  House  to-night  as  the 
definite  expression  of  his  opinion  on  that 
subject,  said  nothing  about  protecting 
the  rights  of  the  minorities  in  Ireland. 
I  welcome  his  adheeion  to  that  doctrine 
to-night ;  but  I  should  hare  weloomod 
it  more  if  he  had  agreed  with  us  in  be- 
licTing  that  for  the  due  preservation  of 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire,  and  for  the 
prot(H:tion  of  the  rights  of  the  minority 
tn  Ireland,  it  is  essential  that  the  fun- 
damental law  of  the  Legislative  Union 
between  the  two  countries  should  ho 
maintained.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
deprecated  any  further  declaration  with 
rernrd  to  this  subject  on  his  own  part 
—he  even  said  that  any  such  declara- 
tion would  be  injurious.  Sir,  it  seems 
to  mo  that  in  this  mattor  there  is 
something  more  to  be  considered  than 
the  tactics  of  an  old  Parliamentary 
hand.  I  could  not  overrate  the  value 
to  those  penona  in  England,  and  much 


more  in  Ireland,  who  are  in  favour 
of  maintaining  the  Legislative  Union 
between  the  two  countries,  of  an  out- 
spoken and  a  frank  declaration  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  similar  to  that 
which  has  fallen  from  the  noble  Mar- 
quess the  Member  for  North-East  Lan- 
cashire (the  Marquess  of  Hartington), 
of  his  intention  to  maintain  that  Legis- 
lative Union,  about  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  turned  and  twisted  to-night, 
but  with  regard  to  which  he  said  no 
definite  word.  We  have  thought  it  not 
only  right,  but  necessary,  in  this  most 
formal  and  solemn  way,  to  express  our 
determination  as  a  Government  upon 
this  great  question.  That  determination 
will  not  be  welcome  to  hon.  Members 
who  follow  the  lead  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parneil). 
They  have  a  perfect  right  and  sufficient 
ability  to  bring  before  this  House  their 
O])inion8  with  relation  to  this  subject ; 
and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
suggested  that,  by  advising  the  intro- 
duction of  this  paragraph  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gracious  Speech,  we  were  at- 
tempting to  preclude  the  fair  considera- 
tion of  it  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
he  made  a  suggestion  which  is  abso- 
lutely without  foundation.  We  have 
thought  it  right  to  say  what  we  think— 
it  is  for  others,  if  they  disagree  with 
us,  to  bring  forward  their  views  here  in 
that  definite  state  which  hitherto  they 
have  never  assumed,  and  then  we  shall 
say  what  we  think  of  them.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  have  had  some 
trouble  to  convince  himself  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  a  declaration  from 
him  on  this  question.  I  have  referred 
to  the  g^atest  necessity  of  all ;  but  was 
there  no  necessity  for  such  a  declaration, 
even  from  an  old  Parliamentanr  hand, 
for  the  guidance  and  comfort  of  his  own 
Party  ?  We  all  know  to  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to-night — ^to 
those  rumours  which  have  been  in  the  air, 
those  *'  unauthorized  communications  " 
made  by  unknown  persons  to  irrespon- 
sible newspapers.  What  was  it  that 
induced  the  noble  Marquess  the  Mem- 
ber for  North-Eas>t  Lancashire,  in  con- 
cert with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  Ir/iinburgh  (Mr. 
Goschen),  who  sits  near  him,  to  write  a 
formal  letter  to  the  public  Press,  to  tho 
efToct  that  tho  noble  Marquess  saw  no 
reason  to  depart  in  any  degree  from  the 
which  he  had  made  upon 
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tbii  aabjeot  ?  Why  hare  we  seen  those 
impassionod  utterances  from  pillars  of 
the  Liberal  Party  in  the  ^rsons  of  two 
noble  Dnkee  ?  Why  was  it  necessary  for 
thoriffht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  \^eat  Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamber- 
lain), when  addressing  a  meeting  the 
other  evening,  to  go  out  of  his  way  to  say 
that,  although  no  one  was  willing  to 
make  greater  sacrifices  than  he  was  to 
•scare  the  unity  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
there  was  one  thing  that  ho  would  not 
•acrifiee,  and  that  was  the  unity  and  the 
integrity  of  the  Empire.  I  want  to  know 
what  is  to  be  the  policy  of  the  great 
I*arty  onposito  upon  this  important 
qnestion  r  Wo  hare  raised  this  matter 
plainly  before  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try, in  adrising  this  paragraph  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne ;  if  they  do  not 
agree  with  us,  let  them  moye  an  Amend- 
ment to  that  effect.  If  they  do  agree 
with  us,  lot  them,  through  the  mouth  of 
iwr>meone  who  is  authorijced  to  speak  on 
their  behalf— if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  all  his  authority  will  not  do 
it — lei  them  make  a  declaration  of  assent 
to  our  views.  The  ri^ht  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  charged  tts  with  hesitation  in 
prodaeing  a  measure  dealing  with  county 
goremment  in  Ireland,  and  he  referred 
to  the  most  extraordinary  myth  which  I 
think  could  erer  hare  deceived  any  hon. 
Member  of  this  House.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  really  seems  to  believe 
that  a  statement  of  the  kind  which 
he  t^noted  from  Tk^  Duhhm  £rpr$$i  ap- 
peanng  in  a  newspaper  of  these  days, 
•specidly  in  Ireland,  was  likely  to  be 
based  vpon  the  authority  of  Iter  Ma- 
jesty's Uovemment.  Well,  Sir,  I  have 
chararteriaed  that  statement  as  a  myth, 
and  I  can  find  no  other  description  for 
it.  If  hon.  Members  agree  with  us 
ia  believing  that  it  is  necessary  to 
maintain  the  Legislative  Union  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  I  think  they 
will  also  be  of  opinion  that  no  enlarge- 
ment of  the  powers  of  local  government 
in  Ireland  ahonld  be  given  which  could 
be  used  as  a  lever  to  weaken  and  destroy 
that  Legislative  Union,  or  which  would 
enable  a  majority'— a  political  or  social 
majority— to  tyranniie  over  the  minority 
of  the  people.  If  this  be  so,  surely  they 
will  feel  that  the  extent  to  which  the 
reform  of  loeal  government  in  Ireland 
shonld  be  sranted,  and  the  time  at 
which  it  ooiud  be  niidertaken,  must  de- 
peod  vety  largely  indeed  upon  the  con- 


dition of  Ireland  and  the  feeling  of  the 
people.  Now,  what  is  the  present  con- 
dition of  Ireland?  I  do  not  wish  to 
give  to  the  House  an  alarmist  view  of 
the  matter.  Experience  has  taught  me 
that,  in  describing  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land, Irishmen  are  apt  to  exaggerate  and 
Englishmen  to  generalize  very  hastily 
from  particular  circumstances.  But  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  charges  us 
with  having  changed  our  policy  towards 
Ireland  since  Novomber  last,  I  would 
venture  to  remind  him  of  a  speech  of 
my  own  which  I  know  he  did  me  the 
honour  to  read,  because  he  wrote  to 
me  upon  it,  in  which,  on  September  30, 
I  distinctly  stated  that  it  would  bo  ne- 
cessary for  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
if  the  powers  of  the  ordinary  law  were 
not  sufficient  to  cope  with  the  crime 
of  ''  Boycotting,"  to  apply  to  Parliament 
for  further  powers.  Well,  after  that 
statement  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  foel  that  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
taunt  us  with  having  held  our  tongues 
for  the  sake  of  securing  the  support  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
and  his  Friends  until  the  General  Elec- 
tion, which  did  not  take  place  till  the 
end  of  November,  and  then  changing 
our  polit;y  to  that  indicated  in  this  para- 
graph. The  tone  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, when  referring  to  the  failure  of 
our  attempt  to  dispense  with  exceptional 
powers,  wns,  I  thought,  somewhat  un- 
generous. He  spoke  very  differently 
when  he  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject  in  July  last.  I  acknowledged 
then  the  manner  in  which  he  referred  to 
this  important  matter.  If  that  attempt 
had  failed,  I,  for  one,  should  still  be 
glad  we  had  made  it;  because  I  feel 
strongly,  as  I  then  stated  to  the  House, 
that  Uie  Government  should  do  its  best 
with  the  powers  of  the  ordinary  law, 
and  should  never  resort  to  exceptional 
legislation  without  being  abundantly 
satisfied  of  its  necessity.  But  I  contest 
the  assertion  that  the  course  which  we 
took  in  July  last  has  been  a  complete 
failure. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE :  I  did  not  say  so. 

Tnx  CHANCELLOR  of  xnx  EXCHE- 
QUEK  :  It  has  been  asserted,  and  I 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  No ;  I  did  not 
say  so.  I  derived  it  from  the  news- 
papers, and  I  believed  it  to  be  the  com- 
mon impreesion. 
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The  OHANOELLORop  thb  EXCHE- 
QU£B  :  There  are  two  points  wliioh  I 
feel  bound  to  bring  unaer  the  notice 
of  the  House.  In  the  first  place,  we 
hare  advised  Her  Majesty  to  state, 
in  this  Speech,  that  there  has  been 
during  the  last  year  no  marked  increase 
of  serious  crime.  That,  Sir,  is  the  case, 
in  spite  of  the  cessation  of  the  Crimes 
Act  during  the  last  six  months  of  the 
year,  and  in  spite,  also,  of  exceptional 
commercial  and  agricultural  depression 
in  Ireland.  The  facts  with  regard  to 
agrarian  crime  and  outrage  are  these : 
— ^In  the  last  six  months  of  1885  there 
were  543  cases  of  agrarian  crime  and 
outrage  in  Ireland,  as  against  374  in 
the  corresponding  six  months  of  1884. 
But  of  those  543  cases,  as  many  as  270 
were  oases  of  threatening  letters  and 
notices,  which,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man knows  very  well,  have  not  hitherto 
been  considered  of  great  importance, 
and  many  others  were  oy  no  means  cases 
of  serious  crime.  There  was,  taking 
the  whole  number  of  oases,  a  greater 
proportion  of  minor  crime  in  the  last 
six  months  of  last  year  than  in  the  last 
six  months  of  1884.  But  another  very 
important  fact,  which  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  Speech,  ought  to  bo  stated,  that 
the  House  may  have  the  statistics  of 
crime  fairly  before  it.  Offenders  have 
been  punished  in  Ireland  during  the  last 
six  months  even  in  oases  of ''  Moonlight- 
iog,"  and  cases  of  the  sort  in  which  it 
has  always  been  difficult  to  seoure  con* 
viotions  in  Ireland — even  in  these  cases 
convictions  have  been  obtained :  and  at 
the  Winter  Assixes  there  was  not,  so  far 
as  I  know,  a  single  important  case  in 
which  there  was  a  failure  of  justice  ; 
and  these  convictions  were  obtained 
through  ordinary  juries,  although  one 
of  the  proposals  of  the  Crimes  Act, 
which  I  believe  it  had  been  intended  to 
renew,  was  the  power  to  obtain  special 
juries  in  these  cases.  I  have  felt  it 
right  to  put  these  points  fairly  before 
the  House,  as  affecting  the  social  and 
material  condition  of  Ireland ;  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  this  is  by  no  means 
—I  wish  it  were— a  complete  picture  of 
the  state  of  the  country.  As  we  have 
advised  Her  Majesty  to  state  in  Her 
Speech— 

*'  Thcra  is  in  msof  placet  s  eoncerted  reftist- 
snco  to  th«  cnfortetnent  of  l«gftl  obligatioiu,'* 

by  no  means  confined  to  matters  affect- 
ing landlords  and  tenanisy  and — 


'*  The  pntctioe  of  organised  intimidation  oon* 
tinues  to  exist.'' 

I  have  always  believed  that  neither  of 
these  could  have  been  stopped,  or  would 
have  been  materially  diminished,  by  the 
mere  renewal  of  any  parts  of  the  Crimes 
Act,  and  for  this  simple  reason — that  both 
had  grown  up  while  the  Crimes  Act  was 
in  operation.  We  may  be  asked — and 
fairly  asked — what  measures  have  been 
taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
Ireland  to  deal  with  these  serious 
offences  ?  Well,  Sir,  where  intimidation 
has  manifested  itself  in  language,  action, 
or  in  any  form  of  turbulence,  prosecu- 
tions have  been  instituted.  In  the  nine 
weeks  ending  January  2, 408  individuals 
were  proceeded  against  at  Petty  Ses- 
sions for  offences  not  amounting  to 
actual  outrage  connected  with  *'  Boy- 
cotting." Of  these  139  were  summarily 
convicted,  110  were  returned  for  trial, 
and  76  wore  adjourned  for  lengthened 

Eeriods  to  test  the  promises  of  good  bc- 
aviour  in  the  future  made  by  the  per- 
sons charged.  Therefore,  the  House 
will  see  that  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment 
have  not  been  slack  to  enforce  the  ordi- 
nary law  as  far  as  it  is  possible 
against  crimes  of  this  description ;  but, 
notwithstanding  this,  as  we  are  com- 
pelled to  state  in  this  paragraph,  these 
evils  are  growing — and  seriously  grow- 
ing— and,  in  our  judgment,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  primary  and  urgent  necessity  for 
the  welfare  of  Ireland  that  they  should 
be  put  down.  Whether  it  is  possible  to 
deal  with  them  by  any  further  applica- 
tion of  the  powers  of  the  ordinary  law, 
or  whether  it  is  necessary  for  the  Oo- 
vernment  to  ask  Parliament  to  confer 
upon  the  Executive  additional  powers, 
are  questions  which  will  receive  the  im- 
mediate and  earnest  attention  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Strand  Division  of  Westminster  (Mr.  W. 
II.  Smith),  who  has,  I  think,  with  great 
patriotism  and  self-sacrifice,  accepted  a 
difficult  and  an  anxious  task  at  a  very 
dan  g^rous  time.  The  right  hon .  Gentle- 
man opposite  twitted  us  with  what  he 
calls  the  **  inconsequent  conclusion  "  of 
the  last  sentence  of  this  paragraph.  I 
was  surprised  at  such  a  taunt  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  because,  in  1870, 
when  he  was  himself  Prime  Minister,  hi) 
advised  Her  Majesty  to  express  herself 
in  similar  language.  He  advised  her 
to  inform  Parliament  that  the  recent  ex- 
tension of  agrarian  crimes  in  several 
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parts  of  Ireland  had  filled  Her  Majeety 
viih  painful  oonoem ;  that  although  the 
number  of  offences  within  that  olaes  of 
crimee  had  been  bj  no  meana  so  great 
aa  at  some  former  periode,  the  indis- 
poeitton  to  giro  eTidence  in  the  admi- 
niatration  of  justice  had  been  alike  re- 
markable and  injurious ;  and  then  he 
concluded  by  adrising  Her  Majesty  to 
slala  that  she  would  not  hesitate  to  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  special  pro- 
Tiaioos  should  such  a  policy  appear 
during  the  course  of  the  Session  to  be 
reqoind  in  the  permanent  interests 
of  peaee  and  order.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  that  time  was  accused  of 
ambtgnitT  of  utterance  and  of  post- 
poning the  protection  of  life  and  pro- 
perty to  an  attempt  to  deal  with  the  law 
of  Imnd  tenure,  and  what  was  his  reply  ? 
His  reply  was,  I  think,  not  only  suffi- 
cieaty  but  complete.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 


**  la  the  tat«Btion  annoanesd  by  tbs  OoTsm- 
....  to  far  as  that  intention  imposes 
a  carsful  daily  rsmd  to  ihs  coodiiion  of  Ire- 
kad,  and  tbstr  daty  to  propose  evGrr thing 
which  that  condition  requxros,  thi^rs  is  nuthinff 
sAbifiioas  or  conliageat/'^S  Jli^nstrd,  [199] 
M.} 

Wi>U,  Sir,  that  is  my  answer  now.  That 
is  the  duty  which  Her  Majeety^s  Go- 
remment  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them 
to  perform;  but  it  is  a  duty  which  I 
will  Yeoture  to  remind  the  House  we 
are  called  upon  to  perform  in  the  face 
of  no  common  difficulties.  1£  it  be  true, 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Newcastle  (lir. 
John  Morley)  some  time  ago  pithily 
suted,  that  the  result  of  the  General 
KiecCion  has  not  been  to  placo  the  right 
hoo.  Gentleman  tho  Member  for  Mid 
t^thtan  in  the  position  that  he  desired, 
it  is  no  less  true  that  the  result  of  the 
General  Election  was  not  satisfactory  to 
Her  Majesty's  present  Advisers.  Sir, 
the  verdict  of  the  nation  was  uncertain. 
^  ••  No,  no! "  mmd  ♦•  Yes,  yes  !  "]  If  it 
was  not  uncertain,  more  a  Vote  of  Want 
of  Confidence  as  an  Amendment  to  the 
Address.  I  ret)eat,  that  the  rerdict  of 
the  nation  was  uncertain ;  and  so  we 
were  compelled,  not  merely  by  a  feeling 
of  duty,  but  by  Constituttonal  usage, 
to  remain  at  our  posts  in  a  crisis  of  the 
graTeel  difficulty  to  the  Empire.  Well, 
htr,  we  may  not  be  strong  in  our  own 
•crength ;  but  there  is  one  opinion 
whkh  1  beliere  will  receive  the  aasent 
of  efevy  hon.  Member  of  this  House 

YOL.  OOdL    [thibd  tniis.] 


— that  nothing  could  be  worse  for  our 
common  country  than  that  her  affairs 
should  be  administered  by  a  Govern- 
ment which  is  daily  struggling  for  a 
precarious  and  doubtful  existence.  If 
the  majority  of  this  House  dislikes 
our  policy,  if  it  distrusts  our  actions, 
let  it  say  bo  as  soon  as  may  bo,  not  for 
our  sakos,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  coun* 
try.  We  shall  know  how  to  act.  But 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  the  will  of 
the  majority  of  this  House  that  wo 
should  remain  in  OfBce,  then  I  would 
venture  humbly,  but  most  earnestly,  to 
ask  hon.  Members,  irrespective  of  Party 
divisions,  whether,  having  come  to  that 
decision,  they  ought  not  to  give  to  us 
that  priceless  strength  which  alone,  by 
the  sense  of  a  free  and  independent 
support  in  the  House  of  Commons,  can 
enable  any  Ministers  successfully  to 
carry  on  the  affairs  of  our  country. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  aaid,  it 
was  well,  at  the  outset  of  the  debate, 
that  they  should  reflect  that  the  present 
Parliament  was  the  consummation  of 
one  of  the  greatest  revolutions  which 
the  Constitution  had  witnessed.  It  was 
a  revolution  brought  about  by  the  action 
of  both  political  Parties.  He  was  within 
the  bounds  of  moderation  when  ho  hold 
that  scarcely  ever  in  the  history  of  Par* 
liamcnt  had  a  Session  been  opened 
which  excited  more  interest  than  the 
present.  Having  listened  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  and  to  those  of  the 
Loader  of  the  Opposition  and  of  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  he  thought  they 
must  all  come  to  the  conclnsion  that  the 
attitude  of  the  two  Parties  in  the  State 
towards  the  great  question  of  the  hour 
showed  that  they  were,  as  yet,  only  on 
the  threshold  of  the  Irish  Question; 
and  they  had  learned  little  of  what 
would  be  the  policy  to  which  Her  Ma- 
jf>Hty's  Government  had  made  up  their 
minds,  or  that  to  which  the  Leader  of 
the  Oppofkition  was  coming,  and  to  which 
ho  would  direct  his  Party.  They  lived 
under  a  Constitution  for  which  they  had 
sh('d  their  hlfwd,  and  to  which  they 
might  look  back  with  satisfaction.  The 
revolution  which  had  taken  place  now 
had  been  a  silent  and  quiet  one,  there 
had  bc<*n  no  tearing  down  of  park  rail* 
ing't,  and  yet  nearly  3,000,000  voters 
had  been  added  to  the  electoral  roll  of 
the  country.  The  Keform  Bill  of  1832 
had  tronnforred  political  power  from  the 
aristocracy  to  the  middle  class;  and  a 
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farther  change  had  been  made  in  1866 
in  the  direction  of  giving  a  vote  to  the 
working  classes.  Now,  although  he 
might  deplore  that  many  parts  of  his 
own  county  had  departed  from  the  old 
Constitutional  attitude  which  they  had 
maintained  under  a  more  restricted  fran- 
chise, at  the  same  time  many  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Ilouse  would  regret 
that  a  large  amount  of  the  new  voters 
in  the  South-East  of  England  had  pro- 
claimed their  adherence  to  Constitutional 
principles.  They  did  not  know  what 
would  bo  the  definite  result  of  the  revo- 
lution in  the  future ;  but  one  thing  had 
been  satisfactorily  proved — namely,  that 
tho  agricultural  labourer  was  not  the 
degraded  and  unhappy  being  whom 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Opi)osition  side  of  the  House  had  been 
so  fond  of  depicting.  He  thoueht  that 
they  might  congratulate  themselves  that 
there  had  been  eo  few  spoilt  papers  in 
the  elections.  A  time  would  come  when 
the  agricultural  labourer  would  find  out 
that  the  Qovemment  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone) 
had  not  been,  altogether  perfect,  or 
altogether  successful,  and  would  find 
oat  that  ^the  interests  of  employer  and 
employed  were  more  closely  united  than 
they  now  considered.  The  result  of  the 
late  change  had  been  that  they  had 
broadened  tho  basis  on  which  the  Con- 
Btitution  rested.  With  regard  to  edu- 
cation, much  would  be  done  by  the  fact 
of  tho  labourer  being  eutrufited  with 
a  vote,  and  being  called  upon  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  two  Parties  in 
tho  State,  and  by  feoling  that  he  was 
no  longer  outside  the  pale  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  result  of  this  change,  if 
it  was  to  be  worth  anything,  must  be 
that  fuller  expression  would  be  given  to 
the  general  feeling  of  the  country.  In 
the  present,  the  labourer  had,  at  all 
events,  exercised  his  vote  independently, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  labourers'  wants 
and  di^sires  would  rti^eive  careful  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  House. 
No  one,  however,  would  say  that  the 
Parliaments  of  the  last  50  years  had 
done  nothing  for  the  benefit  of  the 
working  cIamss.  They  had  paAsed  Fac- 
tory Acts,  Acts  for  the  better  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes,  and  for  re- 
moving the  diwbilitios  nnder  which 
working  men  la!>oured.  The  relation 
of  labour  to  capital  had  been  greatly 
improved,  and  tho  late  Sir  Bobert  Peel 

Sir  John  KnuHiK^f 


had  greatly  benefited  the  working 
classes  by  removing  taxes  on  industry 
and  by  freeing  the  importation  of  com. 
Still,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  effect 
of  the  recent  change  would  be  that  tho 
wishes  of  this  class  would  be  more 
closely  attended  to.  It  was,  perhaps, 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  precise  wishes 
of  the  rural  population ;  but  the  threo 
acres  and  a  cow,  of  which  they  had 
heard  so  much,  were  really  the  expres- 
sion of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourer  to  have  more  sharo  in 
the  land  on  which  he  lived.  Thero 
could  bo  no  doubt  that  the  consolidation 
of  farms  had  divorced  the  labourer 
from  tho  soil  to  a  very  large  extent; 
but  by  tho  action  of  individual  pro- 

Erietors,  and  of  local  authorities,  he 
oped  that  allotmonts  might  bo  more 
easily  granted  than  before.  With  regard 
to  education,  he  hoped  that  nothing 
would  be  done  which  would  tend  to  di- 
minish the  self-reliance  of  the  labourer, 
and  that  the  Commission  would  look 
carefully  into  this  matter  before  they 
gave  him  free  education.  As  to  local 
taxation,  the  producer  should  have  that 
relief  given  to  him  which  Parliament 
had  again  and  again  said  it  was  right 
that  he  should  have.  He  was  glad  to 
see  that  the  Procedure  of  the  House 
had  been  put  in  the  forofront  of  matters 
to  be  dealt  with,  since  great  impatience 
had  lately  been  shown  at  the  inability 
of  Parliament  to  deal  with  the  questions 
submitted  to  it.  He  trusted  the  result 
of  the  proposals  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  IVocedure  would  be  to  increase 
the  efficiency  and  popularity  of  the 
House  of  Coounons.  In  this  connection 
they  had  to  look  to  the  change  in  the 
composition  of  Parties  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  especially  to  the  g^wth 
and  policy  of  the  Irish  Party,  whose 
aim  It  was  to  gain  entire  control  for 
Irishmen  over  Irish  affairs,  and  prac- 
tically to  loosen  all  connection  of  Ireland 
with  England.  [**No,  no!*']  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)  had,  at  all  events,  avowed  such  a 
progranune.  [ ' '  Never ! "  ]  It  was  some- 
thing  to  get  that  denial ;  because  such  a 
programme  would  mean  a  hostile  conn- 
try  at  our  doors  and  the  reduction  of 
England  to  the  position  of  a  second  or 
third-rate  Power.  They  had  certainly 
heard  with  dismay  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Leeds,  a  relative  of  the  riffht 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
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liothian,  had  openly  announced  that  if 
fire^nxtha  of  the  Members  for  Ireland 
deaired  a  local  Parliament  they  cer- 
tainly ought  to  have  one.  Then  it  was 
announced,  with  the  semblance  of  au- 
thority,  that  the  rieht  hon.  Gentleman 
was  prepared  to  endorse  the  sentiments 
of  his  son  on  this  subject.  ["No,  no !  *'] 
It  certainly  was  announced  with  the 
semblance  of  authority,  f*'  No,  no !  '* J 
TL^  must  say,  from  what  tnoy  had  seen 
and  heard  of  the  sentiments  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  re^^ard  to  other  mat- 
ters, it  was  not  very  ditRcult  for  them  to 
beliere  that  he  was  prepared  to  take 
this  step ;  and  in  saying  that  he  did  not 
at  all  accuse  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
of  symnathy  with  revolution.  He  (Sir 
John  Kennaway)  hoped  the  two  great 
I'artiea  in  the  State  would  put  away 
recrimination  and  mutual  charges  of 
misgovemment  of  Ireland,  and  that 
thar  would  rather  admit  that  they  had 
both  eommitted  inoonceivable  folly  in 
allowing  Ireland  to  be  the  battle-field  of 
l*arty  politics.  Lot  whichever  Party 
could  beet  carry  out  what  was  right  in 
this  matter  carry  it  out,  and  receive  the 
support  of  both  aides  of  the  House,  re- 
rogniaing,  in  view  of  a  crisis  like  the 
present,  that  however  good  and  useful 
•errice  Party  government  had  done, 
there  were  occasions  when  duty  to  the 
ri>untry  rose  above  Party.  II(>  trusted 
they  would  endeavour  to  do  what  was 
right  in  dealing  with  Ireland.  They 
should  carry  out  the  spirit  of  tho  motto, 
**  Be  just  and  fear  not'*  Let  them  bo 
just  to  the  minority  of  the  Irish  people, 
who  needled  the  protection  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I^t  them  bo  just  to  the 
landlords,  who  had  purchased  their 
lands  under  the  sanction  of  Imperial 
title.  If  the  law  was  not  strong  enough 
for  that  Durpose,  it  might  be  strength- 
eoed ;  only  if  it  was  to  be  strengthened, 
let  it  become  more  general  in  its  appli- 
cation, so  as  to  reflect  as  little  as  pos- 
»]blo  upon  the  Irish  people.  I>*t  tnem 
give  to  Ireland,  as  they  had  given  to 
Hcotland,  control  over  educational  ques- 
tions. Let  them  make  effectire  the 
liaad  Purchase  Act  .of  last  year,  and 
let  them  not  hesitate  to  make  use  of 
Imperial  resources  to  enablo  ten&nt*% 
to  become  owners  of  tho  land.  If 
thuy  approarhed  the  subj»»ct  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  do  what  was  right 
they  might  leave  the  result  to  a  higher 
power. 


Mb.  T.  0.  nAURINGTON  said,  that 
tho  last  speaker  had  not  done  anything  to 
meet  tho  objection  taken  that  the  House 
had  not  sufficient  information  to  deal 
with  the  questions  rained.  Ppeoial  promi- 
nence had  been  given  in  the  Hpei  ch  of 
Her  Majesty  to  the  change  that  had  taken 
place  in  Ireland  rec^ently  with  regard  to 
crime.  It  was  a  very  strange  fact  that 
every  Government  which  undoi  took  tho 
control  of  Ireland  was  able  at  any  timo 
it  suited  them  to  make  tho  Btatistics  of 
crimo  suit  tho  poliey  it  wished  to  adopt. 
When  it  suited  the  Gk>vomment  to  re* 
present  to  the  Kuglish  and  Irish  people 
that  exceptional  powers  of  legislation 
outside  the  ordinary  law  were  not  neces- 
sary the  statistics  of  crime  in  the  country 
were  regulated  accordingly,  and  it  was 
repreRentod  that  there  was  a  diminution 
of  crime,  and  that  Ireland  was  pro- 
gressing in  peace  if  not  in  prosperity ; 
but  so  soon  as  the  General  Election  was 
over,  and  so  soon  as  tho  party  of  pre- 
iudice  and  disorder,  and  the  party  which 
had  encouraged  and  sown  the  seeds  of 
crimo  in  Ireland,  found  it  necessary,  not 
in  defence  of  good  government  or  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire  as  they  pretended, 
but  to  defend  their  own  narrow  interests, 
they  had  endeavoured  to  prejudice  tho 
Government  by  lies  and  misrepresenta- 
tion of  tho  foulest  character.  He  was 
not  going  to  deny  that  there  was  a  cer* 
tain  amount  of  turbulence  and  crime  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  which  must 
bo  deplored  by  every  man  who  loved  his 
country ;  but  he  maintained  that  dur- 
ing the  past  five  or  six  months  thero 
had  been  less  crimo  in  Ireland  than 
there  had  been  at  any  period  during  the 
last  five  or  six  years.  Even  the  most 
disordered  portions  of  Ireland  would 
compare  favourably  with  the  best  and 
most  moral  portions  of  England  or  Scot- 
land. It  was  true  that  attention  had 
been  directed  to  the  relations  of  land- 
lord and  tenant ;  but  it  was  not  because 
of  '^  Boycotting,''  but  rather  on  account 
of  the  conspiracy  got  up  by  the  ad* 
vieers  of  the  Government,  who  did  not 
h<*«*itate,  for  the  sake  of  their  own  selfish 
interests,  to  endanger  tho  safety  of  the 
Empire  and  the  welfare  of  both  coun- 
tries. AMien  they  asked  Englishmen  to 
!  support  the  integrity  of  the  Empire  they 
,  aimed  at  tho  continuant  o  of  a  system 
which  would  place  a  whip  in  tho  hands 
of  Irish  landlords.  In  England  and  Scot- 
[  land  enormous  reductions  of  rent  had 
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been  assented  io^  and  there  was  nothing 
in  Ireland  that  would  enable  the  tenant 
farmer  to  meet  his  obligations  more 
easily  than  the  English  farmer.  The 
House  was  asked  to  lend  its  sanction  to 
a  conspiracy  got  up  by  the  Irish  land- 
lords to  turn  the  peoplo  of  Ireland  out 
of  their  homes,  and  to  cast  them  adrift 
on  the  world.  In  support  of  the  alleged 
divisions  in  the  Liberal  Party  the  no  bio 
Marquess,  ono  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Op- 
position, was  pointed  to  as  having  made 
a  speech  in  favour  of  what  was  called 
the  unity  and  integrity  of  the  Empire  in 
opposition  to  the  demand  for  Homo 
Bule ;  but  it  was  well-known  that  a 
relation  .of  the  noble  Marquess  was 
a  President  of  a  so-called  Loyal  and 
Patriotic  Union  which  was  one  of  the 
conspiracies  got  up  for  the  purpose  of 
driving  the  Irish  people  from  their  homes. 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  had  declared 
that  tho  ordinary  law  was  unable  to 
cope  with  ''Boycotting,'*  and  it  had 
grown  up  under  tho  Crimes  Act.  It  was 
not  unknown  in  London — in  the  City  of 
London — in  connection  with  the  Prim- 
rose League.  But  none  of  the  specifio 
cases  of  alleged  "Boycotting"  in  Ire- 
land which  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
recent  deputations  to  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury  would  bear  the  test  of  exami- 
nation; one  bv  one  every  statement 
made  had  been  flatly  contradicted.  Law- 
lessness and  disorder  were  to  be  found 
in  the  Loyalist  Unions  and  Emergency 
Associations,  whose  object  was  to  drive 
people  from  their  homes;  and  a  noble 
Lord  who  stood  high  in  the  estimation 
of  Ministers,  who  thought  it  his  special 
fdU  to  patronize  them  and  suggest  their 
Irish  policv,  had  declared  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  himself  and  of  his  followers 
not  to  leave  a  Boman  Catholic  in  the 
Province  of  Ulster.  [Mr.  Johnston: 
Name,  name!  Criu  of  '* Order!*'  and 
"  Cole !  *']  He  (Mr.  Harrington)  was  ' 
utterly  surprised  to  find  hon.  Gentlemen  I 
opposite  interrupt  him  by  calling  out  \ 
'*>ame!**  Those  Gentlemen,  who  so! 
carefully  read  the  speeches  of  the  various  , 
Nation^  League  meetinffs,  seemed  not ; 
to  pay  any  attention  whatever  to  tho 
observations  of  men  like  Lord  Cole.  If,  ' 
therefore,  hon.  Gentlemen  were  ignorant 
on  the  subject  of  such  SDeeches  having  \ 
been  made  he  would  read  the  speech  of ' 
Lord  Cole,  made  in  Fermanagh.  In  that  j 
•peeoh  he  said — 

Mr.  T.  C.  Eitrrinfhn 


«<  It  ii  not  the  Romsn  Catholic  hinuslf  that  I 
object  to  as  a  neighbour  or  friend,  bat  it  is  to 
the  Roman  Catholics  as  a  body." 

That  was  certainly  very  gratifying— his 
Lordship  did  not  care  about  the  exter- 
mination of  one  Homan  Catholic,  for  it 
would  not  effect  his  purpose. 

Mn.  JOHNSTON :  Will  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman kindly [CriM  of  **  Order  !*n 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  entitled  to  proceed 
without  interruption. 

Ma.T.C.HAERINGTON:  This  noble 
Lord  did  not  object  to  one  Roman  Ca- 
tholic ;  but  if  all  Roman  Catholics  had 
only  one  head  his  Lordship  would  be 
glad  to  cut  it  off  and  dispose  of  them  all. 
His  Lordship  continued — 

**  Becauie  when  a  body  of  men  deliver  them- 
lelveii  oTer  to  one  man,  and  ahow  themaeWea  to 
be  80  mcan-Bpirited,  low-minded,  and  weak, 
that  they  have  no  opinionB  of  their  own,  but 
rely  on  the  opinion  of  one  man,  and  that  man 
their  priest,  it  ie  my  opinion  that  they  oaght 
not  to  be  aUowed  to  have  the  power  in  their 
own  handa  in  this  great  country. 

The  noble  Lord  had  also  made  other 
similar  observations,  and  proceeded  to 
say — 

<*  For  that  reason  do  I  preach  this  cniaado 
against  Catholics ; " 

and  further, 

''I  say,  therefore,  to  von  fanners,  employ 
more  PiN>testants,  and  don't  employ  Roman 
Catholics/* 

They  had  heard  a  great  deal  about 
''  Boycotting."  The  Uhanoellor  of  the 
Exchequer  spoke  of  the  growth  and  ex* 
tent  of  ''Boycotting."  If  exceptional 
powers  were  given  to  the  Government, 
would  they  use  them  impartially,  and 
would  they  prosecute  Lord  Cole  for  this 
inflammatory  speech?  He  challenged 
the  Government  to  show  on  the  popular 
side  during  recent  agitation  any  speech 
approaching  to  that  of  Lord  Cole  in 
cowardliness,  violence,  meanness,  and 
lawlessness.  They  had  no  objection 
that  the  best  safeguards  should  be  de- 
vised for  the  protection  of  the  minority; 
but  he  was  ox  opinion  that  if  it  were  not 
for  their  own  selfish  class  interests,  for 
tho  belief  that  their  privileges  might 
be  ourtailod,  and  that  the  patronage 
they  enjoyed  as  the  humble  followers 
of  one  Government  or  another  in  this 
country  might  bo  taken  away,  gontlemea 
of  the  character  of  Lord  Cole  would  rather 
trust  themselves  to  a  Qovenunent  of  tho 
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majority  of  their  fellow-countrymen 
than  to  a  Oorernment  of  this  country. 
The  language  which  had  been  used  by 
Lord  Cole  was  only  the  plain  oxprcseion 
of  a  feeling  which  had  boon  entertained 
by  the  landlords  of  Ireland  during  the 
past  six  months.  They  had  seen  an 
organixed  system  of  eviction  going  on 
ihnioghout  the  country ;  but  instead  of 
attention  being  directed  to  the  land- 
lonls,  the  poor  peasantry  had  received 
the  exclumve  attention  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  notwithstanding  the  foet  that  in 
these  hard  times  it  was  imposMble  for 
the  tenants  to  pay  the  rents  which  they 
had  hitherto  paid.  That  fact  had  been 
forced  on  the  attention  of  tho  landlords 
in  England;  but  the  landlords  of  Ire- 
land, instead  of  meeting  the  tenants  in 
tho  same  spirit  as  the  English  land- 
lords, had  been  allowed  to  form  them- 
•••Wee  into  a   conspiracy  to  evict  the 

a  lie  from  their  holdings.  The  land- 
,  of  course,  in  pursuing  such  a 
{"ilicy  was  held  to  be  carrying  out  the 
aw ;  but  the  unfortunate  people  who 
found  themselves  totally  unable  to  meet 
their  obligations  were  described  in  the 
English  journals  as  lawless  mobs.  He 
(«»ntendvd  that  the  unfortunate  people 
of  Ireland  were  as  ready  now  as  they 
had  been  in  the  past  to  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements if  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  He  regretted  to  say  that  so 
ftr  fn>m  there  being  any  doubt  about  this 
the  nitvfortunes  of  tho  people  had  been 
brought  about,  to  a  great  extent,  by 
their  readiness  to  meet  tho  demands  of 
the  landlords.  While  it  was  possible  to 
borrow  money  from  the  money- lend<*r  or 
banker,  or  while  their  credit  laMed,  they 
had  been  giving  their  all  to  the  most 
unjust  and  most  merdlees  class  on  Qod's 
(•arib.  If  the  House  thought  that  ex- 
ceptional powers  given  to  the  (Govern- 
ment would  wring  out  of  the  life-blood 
of  the  unfortunate  peasantry  of  Ireland 
more  than  they  were  able  to  pay,  if 
they  believed  that  by  coercion  they 
would  make  the  land  of  Ireland  more 
productive  than  it  was  at  the  present 
time,  by  all  means  let  the  Government 
attempt  the  task.  But  he,  as  having 
some  knowledge  of  the  countrr,  as 
having  been  t^DUgh  a  period  of  trial 
and  St  difficulty  at  the  head  of  tho 
orgmatxatioQ  which  had  been  attacked, 
kaew  different.  The  efforts  of  this 
organixatioa  had  been  directed  towards 
the  ispmrioa  of  diwnder.  [«'  Oh,  oh!'*] 


He  ehallongod  any  hon.  Member  to 
point  to  one  letter  which  he  had  written 
or  a  speech  which  ho  had  made  which 
might  be  regarded  as  an  incentive  to 
crime  or  outrage.  He  maintained  that 
tho  best  efforts  of  the  organization  had 
been  directed  to  koep  the  peonle  peace- 
able and  orderly ;  and  he  told  the  Go- 
vernment that  so  far  from  any  policy  of 
repression  contributing  to  the  peace  of 
the  country,  instead  of  diminishing 
crime  or  abolishing  ''  Boycotting/' 
crime  would  be  increased  five-fold.  He 
urged  the  Government  not  to  be  led 
away  by  the  false  and  malicious  repre- 
sentations which  had  been  made  to  them. 
They  might  render  the  situation  diffi- 
cult to  Irish  Members ;  they  might  drive 
them  from  the  country ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment must  not  lose  sight  of  this  fact, 
that  it  was  not  with  the  Irish  Members, 
but  with  the  country  behind  them  that 
they  had  to  deal. 

Mr.  BRODKIGK  said,  he  thought 
the  speech  they  had  heard  showed  the 
House  what  was  the  commentary  to  be 
made  on  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
and  the  condition  to  which  the  three 
Provinces  of  Ireland  had  been  reduced 
under  a  policy  of  conciliation.  The  hon. 
Member  who  spoke  last  referred  to  tho 
Provineo  of  Ulster,  and  called  in  ques- 
tion the  language  of  a  noble  Lord  lately 
a  Member  of  that  House,  and  whose 
language  he  repre^entotl  as  having  been 
of  a  character  to  incite  the  people  of  that 
country  almost  to  bloodshed.  He  wished 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  had  been  present  to 
have  seen  by  practical  and  ascertained 
facts  what  was  likely  to  >)e  the  condition 
of  Ireland  should  the  policy  which  he 
practically  hinted  at  that  evening  be 
adopted  by  the  House.  It  should  be 
known  once  for  all  that  tho  solution  of 
the  Home  Eule  problem  did  not  consist 
solely  in  a  certain  amount  of  concession 
to  the  views  of  hon.  Members  opposite, 
but  in  bringing  one  portion  of  tho 
people  of  Ireland  into  direct  conflict  with 
three  other  |>ortions.  He  recollected  a 
speech  made  by  a  Gentleman  who  held 
a  high  position  in  tho  organizations 
which  had  been  referred  to.  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Galway  (Mr.  Harris) 
made  a  speech  which  he  (Mr.  Bro- 
drick)  thought  proper  to  bring  before 
the  notice  of  the  Government  of  that 
day.  The  apeecbwM  delivered  in  1881. 
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The  hon.  Oentleman  then  declared  that 
if  the  landlords  were  shot  down  like 
partridges  in  September  he  would  say 
nothing  against  it.  As  to  the  assertion 
that  there  was  a  conspiracy  on  the  part 
of  the  landlords,  and  from  that  the 
outrages  and  the  difRculties  with  which 
the  Govornraent  had  to  contend  resulted, 
was  it  not  the  fact  that  if  the  landlords 
had  the  power  of  eviction  the  tenants 
had  the  power  of  obtaining  a  judicial 
rent  and  also  large  damages  for  dis- 
turbance ?  There  had»  he  said,  been 
intimidation  by  the  National  League 
at  every  polling-booth  in  Ireland.  In 
many  cafes  the  people  were  brought  up 
to  the  poll  by  their  priests,  and  they  had 
to  deliver  their  votes  openly  before  a 
member  of  the  League  who  was  in  the 
polling-booth.  The  majority  by  which 
Irish  Members  sat  on  the  Benches  op- 
posite was  a  cooked  majority.  The 
number  who  claimed  the  privilege  of 
voting  as  illiterate  electorR  was  actually 
in  excess  of  the  number  of  illiterate 
electors  returned  in  the  Census.  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Kerry  (Mr. 
Sheehan),  in  a  speech  delivered  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  ago,  advised  the 
tenants  to  insist  on  getting  30  per  cent 
off  their  rent  then,  or  to  get  50  per  cent 
off  next  March ;  and  by  the  next  rent 
day  after  that  there  would  be  no  rent  at 
all.  It  was  perfectly  well-known  that 
not  one-tenth  of  the  outrages  committed 
in  Ireland  ever  reached  the  ears  of  the 
police.  When  an  appeal  to  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  involved  persecution 
against  which  the  law  failed  to  protect 
a  man,  there  mu^t  be  a  large  proportion 
of  oiitragcji  which  were  never  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  ptdice.  He 
regretted  that  th(*  (rovernmeut  had  used 
language  last  July  which  tended  to 
encourage  the  National  League  in  the 
belief  that  thev  were  not  about  to  vindi- 
rate  the  law.  He  did  n<»t  iiay  that  the 
(lovermuont  had  failed  in  their  duty  in 
the  lost  six  months,  so  far  as  the  ordi- 
nary law  was  concerned ;  but  the  con- 
victicn«f  showed  that  it  was  not  the  will 
of  the  Government  but  the  power  of  th<' 
law  that  was  deficient.  The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  had  declanil 
that  the  paraKraph  in  the  QueenV  | 
Speech  in  which  the  Government  stated 
their  intentions  aa  ve,(arded  Ireland  was 
not  altogether  as  dear  as  the  IIou«o 
might  decire;  bat  he  asked — was  the 
late  Prime  Minister's  own  speech  that 

Mr.  Brodrick 


night  clear  to  any  Member  of  the  House  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  House  had  made  a  straightforward 
and  outspoken  speech ;  but  was  not  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite a  '*  contingent  and  shilly-shally 
speech  ?  "  It  was  impossible  to  tell 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
do.  He  withheld  his  counsel  and  in- 
vited hon.  Members  opposite  from  Ire- 
land to  state  their  demands.  He  laid 
down  limits  that  appeared  to  be  dubious 
as  to  his  own  power  of  concession.  He 
would  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of 
what  were  some  of  the  demands  of  Irish 
Members  opposite.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell),  ad- 
dressing  the  Irish  Volunteers  in  America, 
in  1882,  said— 

"  Oh,  that  I  could  cany  those  arms  to  Inv 
land  I  Well,  but  it  may  come  to  that  somo  day. 
None  of  us  will  be  satisfied  till  wo  have  de- 
stroyed the  last  link  that  keeps  Ireland  bound 
to  England." 

Was  not  that  a  sufficiently  definite 
assurance  of  what  the  policy  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be?  Did  the  riffht 
hon.  Oentleman  opposite  think  that 
O'Donovan  Bossa  and  James  Stephens 
would  give  their  dollars  to  sustain  a 
Parliament  that  would  be  friendly  to 
England?  Did  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man opposite  think  that  the  policy  which 
he  refused  distinctly  to  discard  would  be 
acceptable  to  an  English  Parliament? 
Whatever  the  policy  of  Irish  Members 
opposite  might  bo,  it  was  certainly  not 
a  backward  policy,  but  an  advancing 
one,  and  one  of  its  objects  had  been 
plainly  avowed  to  be  to  get  the  owner- 
Hhip  of  the  land  for  the  people  of 
Ireland.  The  irresistible  conclusion 
to  be  drawn  from  the  language  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  was 
that  ho  was  undergoing  one  of  those 
processes  of  conversion  which  he  in- 
variably underwent  when  the  newness 
of  his  last  concession  was  gone.  In  the 
magnificent  peroration  he  had  given 
thorn  that  night  Democratic  sentiment^ 
Communism,  and  Conservatism  were  all 
mingled.  They  all  knew  what  almost 
invariably  followed  on  such  declarations 
from  the  right  hon.  Oentleman.  They 
knew  that  he  had  incubated  if  the  egg 
was  not  hatched ;  and  they  would  soon 
see  the  reeult.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  16  years  ago  he  held 
language  similar  to  that  he  used  at  pro* 
sent  as  to  local  government  in  Ireland. 
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TliAt  remark  conflicted  entirely  with  tbo 
risrht  hon.  Gentloman's  own  fitatoment 
ia  1  H73t  when  he  appealed  to  tbo  House 
to  paM  a  University  Bill  on  the  ground 
that  it  would   romovo  the  last  eocial 
(n^evance  to  be  found  in  Ireland.    Each 
of   the  rifcht  hon.  ilentleman'a   great 
measures  had  been  introduced  with  the 
aolemn  promise  that  it  would  be  the  last 
one  re<|uired  to  secure  complete  con- 
ton  tedness  in  Ireland ;  whereas  each  of 
them  had  left  that  country  more  dissatis- 
Bed  and  nearer  to  revolution  than  be* 
fore.  What  then,  it  might  be  asked,  were 
tbo  prospects  that  any  measure  of  local 
pjvemment  for  Ireland  which  the  right 
hon.  (fontleman  might  bo  willing  to  sup* 
port  was  likely  to  be  final  ?    The  result 
of  all  the  healing  Irish  measures  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
induced  Parliament  to  pass  was  that  at 
the  recent  General  Election  not  u  single 
liberal  candidate  had  been  elected  for 
Ireland.     lie  warned  the  House  against 
embarking    in   the    fruitloss    chase  of 
seeking  to  produce  cont<»ntment  in  Ire- 
land  by  means  of  concession.     When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  talked  of 
maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  Crown, 
the  unity  of  the  Empire,  and  the  autho* 
rity  of  Parliament,  did  he  mean  that 
that  was  consistent  with  establishing  a 
Parliament   on    College  Green?     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  scarcely  justi- 
fied in  twitting  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment with  a  paragraph  vhich  had  ap- 
peared in  an  Irish  newspaper  when  he 
had  himself  failed  to  disavow  the  policy 
which  had  b4H>n  attributed  to  him  in  a 
London    newspaper,    and    which    had 
struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  bin  poli- 
tieal  Friends.     The  fact  was  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  sitting  on  the 
rmdt   willing  to  be    knocked  over   on 
either  side,  and  waiting  to  see  whether 
the  if  embers  of  his  Party  would  accom- 
|ianT  him.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  the  action  he  was  pursuing  might  le 
paving  the  way  for  the  disruption  of  the 
I^tl>eral  Party.     When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had    charged  the  IilH>ral   l*arty 
with  having  no  policy,  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
cuort)  had  laughed  and   ene^'red   and 
aeoffed.    But  they  all  knew  what  was 
the  poliry  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
I>my.    He  always  waited  to  see  which 
way  the  wheel  turned,  and  had  been 
■yUj  daeoribed  aa  ''the  High  Frieat  of 


the  Jumping  Cat,"  whoso  shrine  was  the 
only  ono  at  which  the  right  hoo.  Gontlo- 
man  had  ever  yet  been  known  to  worsliip. 
He  did  not  believe  that  this  system  of 
waiting  upon  opportunity  would  rocom* 
mend  itself  to  the  EagliBh  people.     Tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tho  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  his  speech  that  oven* 
ing  had  taken  up  tho  strong  ground 
that  Her  Majesty's  (i^ovemment  would 
not  consent  to  remain  in  Office  unless  the 
powers  necessary  for  the  proper  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  wore  conferred   upon 
them,  and  the  country  was  waiting  to 
hear  what  was  the  policy  of  those  who 
were  anxious  to  tako  their  place.     The 
Irish  Party  in  that  House  were  strong ; 
but  no  Government  could  exist  for  a  mo- 
ment which  was  prepared  to  purchase 
their  support.     Tho  right  hon.  Gentlo* 
man  the  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer  was 
certainly  not  responsible  for  the  inter* 
pretations  which  it  auited  some  hon.  Mem* 
Dors  opposite  to  put  upon  tbo  action  of 
tho  Irish  voters  in  this  country  during  the 
recent  elections,  inasmuch  as  before  the 
Dissolution  of  the  late  Parliament  his 
speeches  had  shown  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  take  any  share  in  the  go* 
vemmentof  Ireland  unless  tho  necessary 
powers  were  conferred  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  enable  them  to  maintain  law 
and  order  in  that  country.     He  hoped 
that  both  Parties  in  that  House  in  deal* 
ing  with  this  question  would  be  influ- 
enced by  considerations  of  right  and 
justice,   and  would  not    permit  them* 
selves  to  bo  swayed  by  any  hope  of  se- 
curing the  votes  of  the  Irish  Members. 
The  country,  however,  would  be  enabled 
to  judges  by  the  speeches  which  had  been 
made  that  night  from  both  Benches  on 
which  side  of  the  House  it  was  most 
likely  that  weakness  on  this  question 
would  bo  shown.     Ho  trupt(*d  and  be- 
lieved that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  pursue  the  line  of  policy  with  re- 
gard to  Ireland  which  they  had  laid 
down,  and  would  so  deserve  and  receive 
the  supi)ort  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
country. 

Ma.  AIJ)EBT  OIIEY  re  marked  that 
he  had  been  much  disappointed  at  tho 
speeches  which  bad  been  delivered  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the  (lian* 
cellor  of  the  £xcher|Uer  and  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition.  They  had  met  at  tho 
opening  of  a  new  Parliament  to  confront 
a  groat  national  crisis,  and  they  had  to 
take  into  consideration  two  great  facta, 
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the  first  being  that  in  three-fourths  of 
Ireland  the  goyornment  of  the  League 
was  supreme  and  the  Queen's  writ  did 
not  run ;  and  the  second  being  that  an 
OTcrwhelming  proportion  of  the  Irish 
Bepresentatives  had  openly  declared 
that  they  were  resolyed  not  to  relax 
their  efibrts  until  they  had  secured  the 
legislative  independence  of  their  coun- 
try. What  were  the  steps  taken  by  II er 
Majesty's  Government  in  face  of  a 
crisis  such  as  that?  They  had  intro- 
daoed  into  the  Queen's  Speech  an  am- 
biguous sentence,  and  they  seemed  tohave 
no  other  recourse  than  to  send  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West- 
minster (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  to  Ireland 
to  see  the  state  of  the  country  for  him- 
self, and  to  make  a  Report  to  them.  This 
was  an  exceedingly  feeble  line  of  action 
for  the  Government  to  take.  The  very 
moment  they  wanted  the  Beport  they 
sent  the  Eoporter ;  and  what  an  insult 
it  was  to  their  own  officers  in  Ireland ! 
What  were  Lord  Ashbourne  and  Mr. 
Plunket  doing?  Could  not  the  Govern- 
ment trust  their  Beports?  Wore  they 
determined  to  rule  Ireland  entirely 
through  English  eyes  that  they  must 
send  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  report? 
Was  it  not  a  condemnation  on  them- 
selves that  they  should  be  obliged  to 
wait  until  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  prepared  his  Beport  before  they 
could  decide  what  steps  they  would  take 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  the 
disturbed  parts  of  Ireland  ?  As  to 
Uome  Bule,  he  was  glad  that  the 
Queen's  Speech  rang  with  no  imcertain 
note — namely,  an  unalterable  and  de- 
termined resolve  to  maintain  the  legis- 
lative Union.  On  this  point  he  could 
find  no  fault  with  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vemmont ;  but  he  objected  to  the  speech 
of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  be^^ause 
it  contained  no  dif^tinct  announcement  of 
a  detirmination  on  his  part  that  he  also 
was  resolved  to  uphold  the  Lopslativo 
I^nion.  The  right  hou.  Gentleman  bad 
said  that  he  would  not  have  his  hand 
forc<Hl.  The  crisis  was  so  great  that  the 
hand  of  evorv  Member  of  that  IIouRe 
ought  to  be  forced,  so  that  the  country 
should  know  who  was  or  who  was  not 
in  favour  of  Home  Bule.  Having  lis- 
tened attentively  to  his  speech,  ho  was 
afraid  that  if  the  closed  hand  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  were  to  be  forced,  there 
would  be  found  in  it  a  Fariiament  on 


College  Green.  He  was  surprised  that 
so  old  a  Parliamentary  hand  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  whilo  inviting  the  Irish 
Members  to  give  full  expression  to  their 
views,  should  have  sought,  by  his  ad- 
vice, to  put  a  muzzle  upon  the  mouths 
of  the  Liberal  Party  upon  this  question. 
Why  should  the  liepresontatives  from 
Ireland  be  invited  to  speak,  and  the 
liepresontatives  from  Great  Britain  be 
urged  to  keep  silent  ?  He  trusted  that 
they  would  hear  from  the  other  Leaders 
of  the  Liberal  Party  a  clear  and  dis- 
tinct statement  of  their  views  upon 
this  question.  He  hoped  the  noble 
Lord  (the  Marquess  of  Ilartington)  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentloman  the  Member 
for  liirmingham  (Mr.  Chamberlain) 
would  get  up  and  announce  their  deter- 
mination to  uphold,  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  the  Legislative  Union.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  expressed  a  hope  that  in 
their  debates  they  would  not  allow  any 
hot  or  angry  feelings  to  disturb  the 
calm  consideration  of  the  great  questions 
at  issue.  He  earnestly  hoped  that  such 
would  be  the  case.  But  what  did  the 
country  expect  at  this  crisis?  It  ex- 
pected the  absence  of  Party  reorimina* 
tion ;  that  there  should  be  an  indifTer- 
enoe  on  the  part  of  Members  as  to  what 
set  of  men  might  enjoy  the  sweets  of 
Office;  and  that  they  should' approach 
this  great  crisis  with  an  absolute  and 
unalterable  determination  to  uphold  the 
Legislative  Union,  and  to  restore  Ireland 
to  the  authority  of  the  Queen. 

Mb.  JOHNS  said,  he  rose  with  a  great 
deal  of  diffidence  to  dissent  entirely  from 
the  doctrine  which  had  just  been  enun- 
ciated by  the  last  speaker.  He  was  one 
of  those  who  thought  that  it  was  not  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  to  open 
his  hand  or  to  raise  his  voice ;  but  it 
was  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sat  on 
the  opposite  Benches  to  say  what  was  to 
be  done  for  Ireland.  It  was  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  to  say  what 
roume  ought  to  be  pursued.  As  a  young 
i  Member  of  the  House  he  (Mr.  Johns) 
I  had  listened  with  a  good  deal  of  respect 
to  mnch  which  had  fallen  from  hon. 
Memb«rt  in  the  oonrse  of  the  debate ; 
but  he  must  certainly  oonfeas  thai  he 
had  been  somewhat  astonished  at  the 
temarks  which  had  been  made  by  tha 
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hon.  Hember  for  the  Guildford  Division 
of  Sarrer  (Mr.  Brodriek).  If  thej  were 
to  take  the  language  of  the  hon.  Member 
••  the  atandeid  upon  which  thoj  were 
to  proeooute  their  dobates  in  that  House, 
he  waa  afraid  that  their  doliberatiooB 
would  deteriorate  very  materially  from 
thoee  which  had  taken  place  in  previous 
jeara.  He  certainly  did  not  understand, 
politically,  what  "  a  jumping  cat " 
meant.  Possibly  the  hon.  Member  did  ; 
but,  if  eo,  he  ought  to  have  aoquainted 
the  House  with  what  his  exact  meaning 
waa.  Ho  (Mr.  Johnft)  thought  that  all 
that  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Guildford  Division  was  a  con* 
demnation  of  the  Queen's  Speech.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  remarks  of 
tha  hon.  Member  were  intended  to 
be  delivered  in  support  of  Her  Ma- 
jeety'a  Ministers;  but  most  assuredly 
they  were  as  strong  a  condemnation  of 
the  Queen's  Speech  as  oould  have  been 
uttered,  although  the  hon.  Gentleman 
di^t  only  with  the  paragraphs  which 
related  to  Irish  matters.  Allusion  had 
b«*«»Q  made  to  the  political  utterances  of 
Vtscoant  Cole  in  Ireland.  If  his  (Mr. 
Johns')  memory  served  him»  Lord  Cole 
bad  never  been  looked  upon  aa  a  very 
disoreet  man,  and  could  scarcely  be  re- 
garded as  a  ahining  political  light.  A 
good  deal  had  been  said  aa  to  ''Boy- 
cotting." He  happened  to  hail  from 
an  agriouUnrsl  constituency,  and  ho 
waa  sorry  to  say  that  in  the  centre  of 
England  a  good  deal  of  **  Boycotting*' 
waa  going  on  at  present.  He  re- 
grettsd  to  add  that  the  whole  of  it  ema- 
nated from  the  Party  who  sided  with 
boo.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The  Tories 
were  in  full  swing  in  North  War* 
wickahire,  **  Boyootting "  all  who  had 
mjpported  him.  He  hoped  that  hon. 
MMmlHT«  opposite  would  communicate 
with  their  friends  and  supporters  in  that 
district  and  intimato  to  thom  thot  **  Boy- 
ri>ttittg  "  was  as  ondo»irablo  a  proc«><«8  in 
England  aa  in  Ireland,  and  that  it  ought 
ti>  be  terminated  as  speedily  as  possible. 
If  exceptional  legislation  had  to  bo 
adoptflHi  in  reference  to  Ireland  upon 
thia  particular  question  of  "Boycott- 
iag/*  he,  for  one,  asked  that  it  should 
!>•  axtvaded  to  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom  aa  well  as  to  Ireland.  He  did 
not  balieve  in  exceptional  legislation  for 
Irslaad  ao  long  aa  **  Bovootting  "  was 
allowad  to  rsmain  a  marked  feature  in 
the  Midlaad  Conntiea  of  England.    He 


thanked  the  House  for  having  permitted 
him  to  offer  these  brief  observations. 

Sir  RICHARD  TEMPLE:  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  is  one  subject  in  respect 
to  which  I  can  contribute  something  to- 
wards this  debate.  It  is  a  subject  which 
has  received  some  prominence  in  the 
Queen's  Speech,  and  has  been  repeat- 
edly mentioned  by  hon.  Members  this 
evening.  It  is  the  annexation  of  Bur- 
mah.  I  hare  listened  with  the  utmost 
respect  to  all  that  fell  this  evening  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone).  I 
shall  not  presume  to  follow  him  into  the 
abstract  principles  which  he  adduced, 
nor  attempt  to  arg^e  as  to  how  far  a 
civil  wrong  may  constitute  a  caiu$  h$Ui^ 
nor  whether  the  desire  of  mercantile  ex- 
pansion would  justify  a  certain  degree  of 
aggressiveness.  I  dxall  rather  try  to 
apply  specifically  those  principles  to  prac- 
tical politics,  and  to  present  the  actual 
case  as  it  occurred  for  the  judgment  of 
this  House.  I  was  Lord  Oanniog's 
Special  Commissioner,  in  1860,  for  the 
formation  and  constitution  of  the  Pro- 
vince now  known  as  British  Burmah, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  travelled  over  the 
country.  I  have  subsequently  governed 
Bengal  Provinces  adjacent  to  Burmah. 
Therefore,  I  have  personal  knowledge 
of  the  subject  upon  which  I  am  about 
to  address  the  House  briefly.  Looking 
over  the  25  years — a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury has  elapsed  since  the  establishment 
of  British  Burmah  in  1860— and  con- 
sidering all  that  has  happened  in  that 
space,  I  know — aa  all  India  knows,  as 
everyone  experienced  in  the  East  knows 
also^-that  the  recent  annexation  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ava,  or  Burmese  Proper,  to 
the  Britinh  Dominions  was  just,  timely, 
and  expedient.  The  Burmese^  King  of 
Ava  was  bound  to  ns  by  peculiar  bonds 
of  political  obligation.  His  relations 
with  us  were  of  an  intimate  character, 
unlike  any  relations  which  he  had, 
or  possiblv  could  have,  with  any  other 
Power.  Me  was  not  exactly  under 
our  protectorate ;  but  he  was,  since  the 
several  wars  which  his  Predecessors  had 
with  us,  peculiarly  situated  both  aa  re- 
gards the  alliance  he  could  give  na,  or 
the  support  which  we  could  afford  to 
him.  In  that  special  sitnation  he,  and 
some  of  his  IVedecesaors  too,  pursued  a 
coarse  of  consistent  hostility;  at  first, 
petty  hostility  indeed,  but,  by  degrees, 
aasoming  grtTer  and  grt^Mr  proportions^ 
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till  it  was  about  to  burst  out  into  a 
flame,  when  the  British  Goyernment  was 
obliged  to  extinguish  it  forcibly.  The 
Kosident  at  his  Court,  the  accredited 
Agent  of  the  British  Government,  was 
80  filighted  that  he  had  to  be  withdrawn. 
British  subjects  wore  maltreated ;  Bri- 
tish steamers  were  detained  by  violence 
in  Burmese  rivers;  II ill  tribes  under 
British  control  were  claimed  as  Burmese 
subjects;  brigandage  was  suifered  to 
break  out  in  troublesome  vicinity  to 
British  territory.  Shocking  massacres  of 
portions  of  the  King's  own  family  were 

Eerpetrated  by  his  own  orders.     The 
umano  world  began  to  say  that  these 
horrors  were  preventible,   and  to   ask 
how  long  England  would  stand  by  and 
see  such  atrocities  committed  without 
any  attempt  at  prevention  ?    Even  these 
events,  taken  by  themselves,  might  not 
have  necessitated  armed  intervention; 
but  they  were  accompanied  by  a  long 
series  of  intrigues  with  Foreign  Powers 
in  Europe,   conducted  under  cover  of 
Commercial  Conventions.    As  loyal  and 
patriotic  Englishmen,  we  may  hesitate  to 
allude  to  these  transactions  with  much 
of  particularity ;  and  there  is  always  a 
need  for  caution  and  reserve  in  touching 
on  relationsof  some  delicacy  with  Foreign 
Powers.  But  we  are  informed  that  a  Blue 
Book  containing  a  mass  of  official  Cor- 
respondence relating  to  Burmah  will  be 
shortly  presented  to  this  House.     How 
far  those  Papers  will  explain  or  illus- 
trate these  transactions  we  cannot  yet 
say,  till  we  shall  have  studied  the  Blue 
Book.     But  there  is  sure  to  be  shown 
(|uite  enough  to  indicate  to  those  who 
can  read  between  the  lines  that,   for 
several  years,  the  Burmese  Sovereign, 
or  the  Court  of  Ava,  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  84* t  up  indirectly  some  foreign 
European  Ally  within  Burmah  Proper 
which  could  be  used  as  a  fulcrum  against 
tho  long-established  British  inHiiouc^u  in 
that  Kingdom,  or  the  Upper  Valley  of 
the  Irawaddy,  and  as  a  lever  ultimately 
fur  oxi)elling  the  British  from  British 
Burmah,  or  tho   Lower  Valley  of  the 
Irawad-iy.     iVrhaps  these   sinibter  en- 
deavours may  liave,  in  some  d^p-ee,  been 
thwarted  by  the  action — loyal  to  us— of 
the  European  Powers  thus  appealed  to. 
Partly,  also,  English  diplomatto  pressure 
in  Europe  may  have  been  of  some  avail. 
Btill,  tho   Burmese  King    persisted  in 
introducing  foreign  European  agency  on 
%  Urge  wal\»  into  his  Uominiona,  evi- 
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dently  with  the  view  of  enlisting  the 
Eurox)ean  Qovemments,  of  which  thoee 
Agents  were  the  subiects,  on  the  Bur- 
mese side  as  against  the  British.    Theso 
measures  were  fast  maturing  into  accom- 
plished facts  had  it  not  been  for  the 
prompt    intervention   by  force  of    thu 
British  Government.     During  last  au- 
tumn the  matter  had  become  so  urgent 
that  there  was  hardly  a  day  to  be  lost.  In 
Burmah,  too — as  we  have  but  too  often 
found  elsewhere — the  season  for  military 
operations  is  very  short.    This  much,  I 
am  confident,  will  be  perceived  by  this 
House  as  soon  as  the  Blue  Book  shall  be 
read.    As  a  climax,  there  was  the  afiair 
of  the  Bombay  and  Burmah  Trading 
Company.    No  doubt,  that  was  a  grave 
civil  wrong.     Though  it  was  no  ordinary 
case,  though  its  magnitude  was  wide,  ex- 
tending over  a  large  area  of  country, 
affecting  the  staple  of  Burmese  produc- 
tion-^teak  timber — though  it  was  closely 
connected  with  the  Burmese  Sovereign 
himself,  still  it  alone  might  not  havo 
rendered  necessary  a  recourse  to  arms. 
It  was  the  connection  which  this  case 
had  with    our  political    relations  that 
brou  gh t  about  the  necessi ty.of  war.   The 
case,  indeed,  was  as  a  link  in  a  long- 
drawn  chain  of  injury  and  insult  to  tho 
British  nation,  or  as  a  spark  igniting  a 
mass  that  had  been  rendered  combustible 
by  provocation.       Military  operations, 
then,  were  the  only  means  of  settling 
affairs  which,  remaining  unsettled,  would 
have  involved  us  in  inextricable  com- 
plications with  Foreign  Powers.     8ir, 
besides  the  justice  and  reasonableness  of 
our  action  there  is  the  expediency.  ISuch 
expediency  relates  to  the  interests  of  the 
Burmese  population.     That  portion  of 
this  population  which  inhabits  British 
Burmah,   or  the  Lower  Irawaddy,   is 
benefited  by  the  freedom  and  security 
of  the  trade  with  the  Ui>per  Irawaddy, 
on  which  national  interests  depend,  and 
which   was   constantly   interrupted    by 
anarchy  at  Ava.     That  poition  which 
inhabits  the  Upper  Irawaddy,  or  Bur- 
mah Proper,  is  benefited  by  tho  substi- 
tution of  British  administration  for  the 
cruel  and  inefficient  rule  of  the  Burmese 
King.     The  hon.  Member  for  North- 
West  Manchester  (Mr.   llouldsworth}, 
who  this  evening  seconded  the  Address 
in  reply  to  the  Queen's  Speech,  showed, 
by  statistics,  the  amaaing  improvement 
wrought  in  British  Burmah  within  tho 
last  20  years.    By  that  summaiy  this 
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IIooM  can  measuro  the  progress  which 
will  take  place  in  Burmoh  Proper, 
recently  annexed.  Under  Providence, 
the  annexation  will  bo  fraught  with 
binasing  to  a  Burmese  population 
already  considerable,  and  canablo, 
under  our  just  rule,  of  multiplying:! 
t>  replenish  a  fertile  area  now  half- 
waste  through  misrule.  These  advan- 
tag««  will  be  secured  to  them  at  a  slight 
sacrifice  to  us.  A  comparatively  small 
force  will  suffice  for  garrisoning  the 
c->untry.  Such  a  force  would  cause  no 
perceptible  drain  on  the  military  re- 
Si>uroes  of  India.  Wo  shall,  indeed, 
have  one  more  wild  and  mountainous 
frontier  in  our  Eastern  Empire.  Dut 
who  that  has  witnessed  the  triumphs  of 
liritiah  management  on  the  Trans-Indus 
Borders,  in  the  Himalayan  States,  in 
Adsamt  on  the  Lushai  llills,  can  doubt 
that  we  shall  easily  settle  the  new  border 
between  Bnrmah  and  China?  That 
which  has  been  so  well  done  in  the 
up|M«r  regions  of  the  Indus,  the  Oanges, 
and  the  Brahmaputra,  we  may  now  do 
iu  the  upper  regions  of  the  Irawaddy. 
This  frontier,  too,  will  touch  China, 
becoming  the  first  point  of  contact 
bf tween  the  British  *  Indian  Empire 
and  China  Proper.  With  the  capacity 
and  potentiality  of  China,  who  shall 
venture  to  estimate  the  vastnees  of  the 
result  that  may  arise  here- 
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after  from  such  a  contact  ?  There  will 
a!^  be  Chinese  immigration  into  Upper 
Burmah ;  and  we  know  what  that  will 
be  from  our  experience  of  what  that 
immigration  has  oeen,  and  is,  in  Lower 
Burmah.  The  emigration  of  the  Chinese 
from  China  towards  the  United  States 
haji  been  checked — that  towards  Aus- 
tralia is  likely  to  be  checkel  also.  It 
will  now  have  an  unchecked  flow  into 
Burmah;  and  there  it  will   have   free 

tlay  for  dtivelopment.  All  this  will 
appen  as  among  the  conh^iuoncos 
of  a  just  and  neji^ssary  war,  rapidly, 
ex«ily,  and  cheaply  conducted.  While 
entirely  depre<'atiag  aggressiveness  for 
the  sake  of  any  advantage,  however 
prxsoos,  yet  if  the  justice  and  necessity 
be  indisputable,  as  they  are  in  this 
case,  I  am  not  ashamed  to  express  my 
joy  at  finding  that  in  these  days  of 
profitless  trade  something  considerable 
nas  oceorred  in  Bormah  that  may  help 
t  >  lift  our  oommeroe  out  of  the  slough 
of  deprsision.  Sir,  before  I  sit  down 
I  will  allnde  to  one  mote  passage  in  the 


Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  I 
rejoice  to  see  that  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  Ean- 
dolph  Churchill)  proposes  an  inquiry 
by  this  House  as  to  the  results  of  the 
Indian  administration  since  the  Crown 
assumed  the  government  of  India,  nearly 
30  years  ago.  This  inquiry  implies  no 
disparagement  whatever  to  the  noble 
progress  which  has  been  attained  in 
India  during  that  time.  But  it  does 
imply  that  we  may  still  direct  this  pro- 
gress into  higher  walks  of  social  or  poli- 
tical advancement,  and  towards  move- 
ments of  a  character  affecting  tlie  self- 
education  of  the  Indian  people  in  the 
best  and  loftiest  sense,  it  is  true,  on 
the  one  hand,  that,  as  responsible  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  we  must 
keep  in  our  own  hands  the  supreme 
direction  of  affairs.  In  that  we  can 
admit  of  no  participation;  and,  there- 
fore, we  must  have  Europeans  in  those 
posts  which  demand  British-born  capa- 
city. But  short  of  this,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  should  try  to  promote  Natives 
more  and  more  in  the  Public  Service, 
always  without  prejudice  to  the  rights 
of  the  European  officers  actually  in  that 
Service.  We  should  improve  the  salary, 
furlough,  and  pension  rules  for  Native 
officials.  We  should  raise  the  Natives  of 
I  ndia  more  and  more  to  positions  in  which 
thoy  will  feel  responsible  for  evincing 
energy,  self-reliance,  and  promptitude. 
This  IS,  indeed,  that  practical  education 
which  lasts  through  life.  But,  further, 
we  should  impart  national  education  to 
them  as  forming  a  nation.  Such  educa- 
tion consists  in  teaching  them  the  art  of 
self-government  in  local  affairs,  in  in- 
ducing them  to  take  a  lively  interest  in 
the  management  of  their  Provincial  con- 
cerns, in  causing  them  to  perform  those 
many  honorary  duties  which  are  per- 
formed by  municipal  magnates  in  our 
Britldh  towns  at  home,  and  by  the 
country  gentlemen  in  our  counties — in 
cautiously  introducing  among  them  the 
municipal  franchise  primarily,  and  after- 
wards that  elective  or  electoral  system 
which  is  the  life  of  our  body  politic. 
In  guiding  aright  the  legitimate  aspira- 
tions  which  thev  now  have,  and  in  in- 

r'  ring  them  with  an  ambition  yet  nobler 
n  any  which  they  now  possess,  we 
shall  imbue  them  with  a  real  loyalty, 
of  which  we  had  an  earnest  the  other 
day,  when  hoitilitiee  with  Busoia  were 
threatened;  and  we  shall  render  them. 
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as  a  mii^Iitj  mass,  a  fiource  of  strength 
to  the  British  Empire  at  large. 

Mr.  PARNELL  :  I  do  not  intend  to 
add  to  the  heat  which  the  hon.  Memher 
for  the  Guildford  Division  of  Surrey 
(Mr.  Brodrick)  imported  into  the  debate 
a  short  while  ago.  In  dealing  with  his 
speech  I  will  only  Bay  that  I  do  not 
think  that  the  hon.  Mem])or  was  either 
fair  or  accurate  in  the  references  he 
made  to  some  of  my  Friends  and  also  to 
myself.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was  cer- 
tainly not  fair  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Eastern  Division  of  Galway  (Mr. 
Harris)  when,  in  reading  from  a  speech 
alleged  to  have  been  made  by  him  a 
great  many  years  ago,  in  support  of  the 
accusations  brought  so  freely  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Guildford  Division  of 
Surrey  in  his  speech  to-night,  that  hon. 
Member  omitted  to  tell  the  IIousc  a  fact 
which,  I  think,  must  have  been  within 
his  cognizance— namely,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Galway  apologized  for, 
and  withdrew,  every  word  of  the  speech 
complained  of,  on  the  first  opportunity 
he  could  find,  afterwards.  I  think  it  was 
not  fair  to  my  hon.  Friend  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  this  old  speech 
should  have  been  brought  up  in  judg- 
ment against  him  and  against  the  Irish 
Members  to-night  without  the  additional 
information  being  afforded  by  tho  hon. 
Member  which,  I  submit,  it  was  both  in 
the  hon.  Member's  power  to  afford,  and 
which  it  was  equally  his  duty,  under  the 
circumstances,  in  dealing  with  the  grave 
situation  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  to  have 
vouchsafed  to  the  House.  Neither  was 
the  hon.  Member  correct  in  his  reference 
to  me.  He  was  both  inaconrate  and 
vague.  He  tells  us  that  it  was  stated 
in  tho  English  newspapers  that  I  was 
reported  in  an  American  newspaper  to 
have  made  a  speech  in  America  in  1882. 
The  hon.  Member  will  forgive  me  for 
reminding  him  that  I  was  not  in  America 
in  1882.  [Mr.  Broprkk:  In  1881.] 
Nor  in  1881.  I  was  in  America  neither 
in  1881  nor  in  1882,  for  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  in  a  rather  different  place, 
and  I  certainly  was  not  in  a  iwisition  t  j 
make  the  0p4HK'h  of  which  tho  hon. 
Member  complains.  I  will  only  say.  in 
leaving  the  hon.  Member,  that  when  tho 
hon.  Member  goes  back  to  rake  up 
speeches  which  he  alleges  to  have  been 
reported  in  certain  newspapers  he 
might,  perhaps,  occupy  a  little  of  his 
time  in  making  perfecUj  otrtain  aa  to 
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his  facts  and  as  to  his  dates.    I  prefer, 
Sir,  rather  to  imitate  the  spirit  displaycnl 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  in 
dealing  with  this  question ;  and  I  dcsiro 
to  acknowledge  to  the  fullest  extent  that 
that    right    hon.   Gentleman    has   ap- 
proached   the    question  to-night   in   a 
manner  worthy  of  the  traditions  which 
attach  to  his  name  and  to  the  great 
power  he  possesses.   The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  invited  me,  at  some  future 
time,  to  state  the  demands  which  are 
made  by  more  than  five* sixths  of  the 
Representatives  of  Ireland  in  regard  to 
the  government  of  their  country,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  such  an  opportunity 
would  bo  found  at  the  proper  moment. 
For  the  present,  I  can  only  say  I  have 
little  doubt  that  if  the  House  at  largo, 
or  even  a  majority,  approach  the  ques- 
tion of  the  government  of  Ireland,  or 
the  alterations  to  be  made  in  it,  in  tho 
same  spirit  and  with  the  same  largeness 
of  views  as  have  characterized  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian,  such  a  solution 
would    bo    found     as    would     enable 
Ireland  to  be  entrusted  with  the  right 
of   self-government,   and  secure   those 
guarantees,  regarding  tho  integrity  of 
the    Empire,    the    supremacy    of    tho 
Grown,    and    the    protection     of    tho 
minority— of  what  is  called  the  loyal 
minority — in  Irelsnd  which  have  been 
required   by  the  Leaders  of  both  tho 
political  Parties  in  tho  House.    I  have 
always  believed  that  if  we  could  come 
to  a  discussion — ^if  we  could  agree  upon 
the  principle  that  the  Irish  people  are 
entitled  to  some  self-government,  that 
Parliament  has  to  a  very  large  extent 
failed  to  impose  conditions  for  govern- 
ing Ireland  during  the  85  years  that 
have   elapsed    since    the    Union  —  wo 
should  not  find  the  details  so  very  for- 
midable,  or  sxich  great  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  socuring  the  Empire  against  tho 
chances  of  separation,  which  seem  to 
oppress  the  public  mind  in  England  at 
the  present  moment.    My  own  candid 
opinion  is  this^that  so  far  from  increas- 
ing the  chances  of  separation  the  con- 
ct'H<«ion  of  autonomy  to  Ireland  would 
undoubtedly  very  largely  diminish  them. 
I  believe  that  the  feeling  in  this  country 
upon  the  matter — a  fec*ling  which  I  ba- 
lieve  to  be  a  genuine  one  and  really  to 
•aist — the  feeling  that  the  entrusting  of 
Iieland  with  ael^gorenifflent  might 


153 


M€J$Hy't  Jfoit 


{Jasvamx  2I9  1886)  Gracioui  Speech.  164 


■nit  in  danger  to  the  Empire,  simply 
urieee  from  the  want  of  knowledge, 
which  most  befall  Eaglishmeni  with 
refereoM  to  any  Irish  question  ;  and 
from  the  Tery  industrious  attempts  which 
have  been  set  on  foot  by  some  gentle- 
men, who  assume  to  represent  the  land* 
l^rxls  of  Ireland,  with  the  riew  of  throw* 
ing  the  publio  opinion  of  this  country 
oa  the  WTonff  scent,  and  diverting  atten- 
tion from  the  real  issue  to  a  question 
about  danger  to  the  integrity  of  the 
Kapire,  with  reference  to  which  I  be- 
HeYe  there  is  really  no  apprehension  at 
all.  Indeed,  the  very  persons  who  are 
1  >adest  in  their  talk  about  the  risk  run 
by  the  lo^-al  minority  in  Ireland,  and 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire,  secretly  and 
in  their  own  hearts  know  perfectly  well 
that  the  statement  has  no  foundation. 
Xo,  Mr.  Speaker ;  this  question  is  really 
a  question  of  the  amount  of  rent  which 
th««  landlords  of  Ireland  shall  receive; 
and  when  hon.  Members,  representing 
the  landowners  of  the  country,  talk  about 
the  integritT  of  the  Empire  they  are 
thinking  rather  about  the  integrity  of 
their  breeches  pockets.  The  Land  Ques- 
tion is,  undoubtedly,  a  very  difficult 
qnoftttOD,  and  to  my  mind  presents  the 
real  point  of  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a 
•fjlntum  of  the  question  of  Irish  auto- 
nomy ;  and  the  House  will  find  that  if 
that  question  be  once  settled  on  a  basis 
satisfactory  to  the  Irish  landlords  and 
tenants,  if  such  a  basis  could  be  arrived 
at«  you  would  hear  nothing  more  from 
Irish  Bepresentativea  on  the  opposite 
lienshes  about  the  integrity  of  the 
Empire  and  the  risk  of  separation.  We 
hava  been  spoken  to  to-night  about  the 
nscssaity  of  protecting  the  loyal  mi- 
nority. Now,  I  myself  was  born  a  Pro- 
testant ;  I  have  always  lived  a  Protestant, 
and  I  hope  to  die  a  Protestant ;  and  if  in 
thv  future,  after  the  concession  of  the 
Irish  claims,  any  danger  were  to  arise 
to  my  Protectant  fellow-oountrymen,  I 
Would  be  the  first  to  stand  up  for  liberty  of 
ftp^ech,  liberty  of  conscience,  and  iihf*rty 
to  live  and  thrive  for  every  section  of 
the  community,  whether  they  be  Pro- 
testants or  whether  they  be  C'atholics ; 
and  perhaps  I  might  l>e  a  more  effectual 
aid,  in  times  of  real  danger,  than  some  of 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  who  talk  so  loudly 
and  who  boast  sa  much.  But  I  have  no 
suoh  apprehension.  I  ameonvinoed  that 
the  Catnolies  of  Ireland  would  not  at- 
tempt to  oppisas  their  fellow  •country* 
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men.  They  would  desire,  and  it  would 
be  their  object,  in  view  of  the  histoid  of 
the  past,  to  give  the  Protestants  of  Ire- 
land more  than  fair  play ;  they  would 
endeavour  to  bring  them  to  the  f^nt, 
and  give  them  the  fullest  share  in  the 
government  of  Ireland.  Look  at  the 
considerable  proportion  of  Protestants 
which  the  Irish  national  constituencies 
have  willingly  and  freely  returned.  If 
they  have  not  returned  more  Protestants 
it  is  not  on  account  of  any  prejudice 
against  their  creed,  but  because  it  has 
been  difficult  to  find  more  from  that 
class  with  the  necessary  leisure  and  with 
a  desire  aufficient  to  induce  them  to 
come  to  Westminster  in  order  to  repre^ 
sent  Irish  constituencies.  No,  Sir;  I 
have  no  belief  at  all  in  the  talk  either  of 
the  danger  of  separation  or  the  danger 
to  the  Protestant  minority.  The  alle- 
gation is  brought  forward  for  interested 
motives  by  the  landlord  class  in  Ireland 
in  order  that  they  may,  for  a  few  years 
longer,  retain  the  power  of  exacting 
from  their  tenants  exorbitant  rents 
which  the  soil  has  not  produced.  If 
there  was  no  Land  Question  in  Ireland 
there  would  be  no  opposition  from  any 
influential  or  considerable  section  in  the 
country  to  the  concession  of  a  full  mea- 
sure of  autonomy  for  Ireland.  But  in 
any  case  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are 
perfectly  willing  that  any  guarantees 
that  the  ingenuity  of  man  can  frame  for 
the  protection  of  the  minority  shall  be 
framed  and  shall  be  put  in  force ;  and  it 
would  bo  found  that  the  Catholios  would 
treat  much  more  justly  and  much  more 
generously  the  1,000,000  Protestants  of 
Ireland  in  regard  to  their  future  repre- 
sentation in  the  Irish  Parliament  than  the 
Protestants  of  England  and  Scotland 
have  treated  the  2.O00.C0O  of  Catholics 
in  regard  to  their  just  representation  in 
this  Imperial  Parliament.  Allusion,  Sir, 
has  been  made  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
and  also  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — I  ad- 
mit a  most  moderate  allusion  has  been 
made  by  him — to  the  difficulties  in  con- 
nection with  what  is  called  '*  Boycotting,'* 
and  also  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  of  rents.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman certainly  did  not  appear  to  me, 
speaking  from  his  point  of  view,  to 
attempt  to  magnify  these  difficulties. 
The  nght  hon.  Gentleman  admitted  that 
convictions  had  been  obtained  in  almost 
every  instance  under  the  ordinary  law. 
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and  that  more  Beriona  crime  had  not  in- 
creased since  the  Qovemment  allowed 
the  more  stringent  provisions  of  the 
Coercion  Act  to  drop.  He  also  admitted 
that  while,  what  he  terms,  and  justly 
terms,  minor  offences,  such  as  threaten- 
ing letters,  have  somewhat  increased, 
yet,  in  regard  to  "Boycotting"  offences, 
the  OoTornment  have  obtained  about 
150  convictions  out  of  400  prosecutions, 
and  that  in  other  cases  prosecutions  are 
still  pending  and  have  yet  to  come  off. 
I  regard  that  testimony  as  most  im- 
portant, for  it  shows  that  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  Crimes  Act  there  was  not 
that  relapse  into  serious  crime  which 
many  people  had  apprehended ;  and  it  is 
a  somewhat  remarkable  result  in  the 
case  of  a  people  of  such  an  elastic  nature 
as  that  which  unhappily  belongs  to  the 
Irish.  It  is  much  to  their  credit  that 
they  should  have  abstained  from  crime, 
and  set  their  faces  resolutely  against 
crime  as  they  have  done.  I  think  it  is 
a  matter  which  ought  to  bo  better 
known  and  admitted  more  by  the  public 
feeling  in  England  than  it  appears  to 
be.  Nevertheless,  I  admit  that,  un- 
happily, in  regard  to  the  question  of 
land,  affairs  in  Ireland  are  at  present 
very  serious.  That  result  is  one  which 
I  myself  have  deprecated  very  much. 
Neither  the  organisation  of  which  I  am 
the  head  in  Ireland  nor  I  myself  can 
charge  onrselvea  with  having  done  any- 
thing to  foment  that  state  of  things.  On 
the  contrary,  so  far  as  my  influence  and 
that  of  my  friends  has  been  available  it 
has  distinctly  been  used  to  prevent 
*'  Boycotting  "  in  as  many  cases  as  we 
could  poasibly  interfere ;  and  it  has  also 
been  distinctly  used  in  the  direction  of 
repressing  and  restraining  the  move- 
ment which  sprung  up  in  a  spontaneous 
manner  among  the  people  themselves. 
These  matters  are  on  record,  and,  of 
course,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  these 
have  been  the  efforts  of  nearly  all  of  the 
tmi>ortant  leaders  of  the  National  Party 
in  Ireland.  I  do  not  deny  that  some 
extravagant  speeches  have  been  mad<* 
bv  one  or  two  gentlemen — speeches 
which  I  have  been  the  first  to  deprecate 
^but  we  all  know  that  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult at  times  to  put  an  old  head  on 
young  shoulders,  and  young  men  are 
sometimes  very  much  carried  away  when 
making  speeches  into  saying  things 
which  in  their  sober  moments  they 
would  undoubtedly  regret    But  as  re* 


gards  the  movement  itself,  it  is  a  rery 
remarkable  and  a  noteworthy  fact  that 
the  present  movement  was  a  spontaneous 
one,  and  in  that  it  differs  from  the  Land 
League  movement  of  1879.  Upon  that 
movement  £250,000  sterling  was  spent 
in  organizing  the  tenantry  and  in  per- 
suading them  to  resist  the  payment  of 
rents  which  were  admittedly,  at  the 
time,  rack  rents.  That  movement  re- 
sulted in  the  passing  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1881.  But  upon  the  present  movement 
not  one  single  penny  has  been  spent. 
In  addition  to  the  repressing  and  re- 
straining influences  wo  have  exercised, 
we  have  refrained  from  making  any  ex- 
penditure whatever  in  aid  of  the  move- 
ment for  the  reduction  of  rents,  to  which 
the  right  hon«  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  referred.  There- 
fore, it  cannot  be  said  that  it  has  been 
a  movement  which  has  been  encouraged 
and  fomented  by  the  National  League. 
I  think  the  spontaneous  character  of  the 
movement  is  a  matter  well  worthy  the 
attention  and  consideration  of  the 
House  and  of  the  Government.  The 
Irish  tenantry  have,  for  a  very 
great  number  of  years,  paid  large 
sums  of  money  in  the  shape  of  rent. 
They  are  represented  as  persons  desirous 
of  evading  their  obligations.  That  is 
not  my  experience.  My  experience,  on 
the  contrary,  has  been  that  they  have 
been  rather  too  willing  to  pay  excessive 
body  and  soul  together,  even  at  the  risk 
rents ;  and  so  long  as  they  could  keep 
of  starvation  to  their  families  and  them- 
selves, they  have  attempted  to  keep 
the  roofs  over  their  heads  at  any  cost. 
But  now  their  condition  is  so  desperate, 
and  brought  as  it  has  been  to  its  present 
pitch  by  such  a  reduction  in  the  prices 
of  agricultural  produce  as  we  have  not 
had  any  experience  of  for  30  years^in 
the  prices  of  all  the  agricultural  produce 
which  their  farms  yield — that  they  have 
been  forced  into  the  present  movement 
in  order  to  claim  from  certain  landlords 
— not  all  landlords,  because  I  believe 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  landlords  at 
the  present  moment  are  giving  fair  re- 
ductions, and  are,  in  that  way,  prevent- 
ing the  tenants  from  going  to  extre- 
mities, and  also  saving  the  remain^  of 
thoir  own  property — but  in  the  case  of  a 
minority  of  the  Irinh  landlords  who  have 
stubbornly  refused  all  reduction  of  rent 

I  there  does  unhappily  exist  on  a  certain 
number  of  sstates  in  Ireland  a  oombina- 
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tion  Car  the  pnrpote  of  obtaimng  a  re- 
diicdon  of  ioeae  nek  roDto.  If  the 
matter  bo  ioqaired  into,  I  think  it  will 
bo  found  that  that  i«  the  whole  dimen- 
ftioQ  to  which  the  complaint  is  capable 
of  boing  8tretc*hed.  The  House,  com* 
]ioeed«  as  it  is,  largely  of  Keprosontatiyes 
fn>m  agricaltaral  distriots,  must  know 
that  that  agricultural  depression  does 
t  xist,  and  has  sprung  up  since  rents 
were  fixed  under  the  lisnd  Act  of  1881. 
The  rents  were  then  fixed  for  a  term  of 
I  .*»  jeart ;  but  owing  to  the  depreciation 
in  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce, 
amoonting  to  60  per  cent,  it  nas  now 
become  in  many  cases  absolutely  irn* 
pjsaible  to  collect  these  rents.  I  think 
that  it  is  no  discredit  to  the  exertions  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  (rladstone)  to  say 
that  the  rents  fixed  under  his  Act,  owing 
to  this  great  fall  in  the  prices  of  agri- 
cultural produce,  have  become  impos- 
sible rents,  and  that  the  purpose  of  that 
Act  has  been  defeated.  Ihere  are  many 
examples  which  I  might  gi?o  of  the 
action  of  landowners  in  Ireland  in  proof 
of  my  eontention  as  to  the  exorbitancy 
of  rents.  Take  a  case  which  happened 
the  other  day  in  my  own  county  of 
Wieklow— a  county  which  has  always 
been  remarkably  free  from  crime  and 
ootraga,  having  been  without  a  single 
esse  of  outrage  during  the  whole  of  the 
Land  League  agitation.  I  will  take  the 
case  of  an  estate  of  a  nobleman  on  which 
the  rents  have  been  fully  20  percent 
lower  than  those  of  the  poorer  landed 
sentry—namely,  the  estate  of  Lord 
FilKwilliam,  a  large  property  worth 
fully  £60,000  a-year.  The  other  day 
Lora  Fitxwilliam  Toluntarily  and  of  his 
own  aoeord  gave  a  reduction  of  60  per 
eeat  on  the  half-year  to  all  his  tenants 
•^those  who  had  obtained  reductions 
nader  the  Land  Act,  tenants  from  year 
to  year,  and  leaseholders.  Lord  Fits- 
williaa  gave  them  all  round  a  reduction 
of  60  per  cent.  I  know  that  this  has 
been  dsiiied«  I  have  seen  a  letter  from 
the  ageat,  Mr.  Duncan  McNeill,  who 
•taisa  that  it  was  a  reduction  for  the 
whole  year,  and  therefore  was  only  a 
reduction  of  26  per  cent.  IVactically 
spfaktng,  it  was  a  reduction  of  60  per 
€i*nt  upon  the  half*year ;  because,  as  a 
tenant  apon  that  estate,  I  had  paid  my 
rent  in  foil  for  the  preceding  half-year, 
and  I  myself  reeeived  back  from  Mr. 
Dunean  MeNeill  an  abatemeat  of  60  per 


cent  upon  the  amount  which  I  owed  to 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  respect  of  a  tenancy 
upon  which  a  judicial  rent  has  been 
fixed.  This  is  a  conclusive  proof  that 
there  is  great  agricultural  depression  in 
Ireland,  and  that  agricultural  depres- 
Mon  is  recognized,  not  only  by  the 
tenants,  but  also  by  the  landlords.  The 
rents  on  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  estate  have 
been  so  moderate  that  many  of  his 
tenants  have  never  gone  into  the  Land 
Court  at  all ;  and  notwithstanding  that 
fact  ho  has  given  this  large  reduction  to 
the  tenants  to  save  them  from  exter- 
mination. What,  then,  must  be  the  fate 
of  poor  tenants  in  a  county  like  Kerry, 
under  an  agent  like  Mr.  Hussey,  where 
every  concession  is  refused,  and  the  only 
answer  to  the  tenant  is  a  visit  from  an 
army  of  policemen  and  soldiers  to  drive 
away  any  poor  stock  the  tenants  may 
have  ?  We  were  told  just  now  that  the 
Queen's  writ  does  not  run  in  Ireland. 
The  only  answer  the  tenant  gets  to  an 
application  for  a  reduction  of  rent  is,  as  I 
have  said,  a  visit  from  an  army  of  police- 
men  and  soldiers,  to  drive  away  the  stock 
he  has  on  the  holding,  or  a  shower  of 
writs.  Queen'8writsnoton]yrun,butfly. 
They  come  in  clouds ;  they  come  in 
storms.  Well,  Sir,  the  situation  is  un« 
doubtedly  a  serious  one;  but  if  the 
Government  step  in  and  support  that 
smsll  minority  of  landlords  who  are  re- 
fusing all  reasonable  concessions  to  their 
tenants,  like  that  which  I  have  cited, 
the  result  will  be  that  these  landowners 
and  many  others  will  be  strenffthoned 
in  their  unjust  demands,  ana  great 
suffering  and  misery  would  beCall  the 
unfortunate  and  wretched  people.  The 
weight  of  authority  and  power  which 
must  always  exist  will  weigh  down  the 
scale  unjustly  and  cruelly  towards  the 
tenant.  I  shall  be  glad  if  some  propo* 
sition  can  be  made  tor  dealing  with  the 
land  difficulty  in  Ireland,  because  I 
look  upon  it  as  the  real  difficulty  in 
that  country,  which  overshadows  every 
other.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  anv 
real  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Irish 
tenants  to  refuse  just  and  fair  conces- 
sions; and  I  am  sure  the  great  majority 
of  the  pe«>ple  are  most  anxious  that  the 
landlords  should  receive  such  fair  terms 
and  fair  treatment  as  the  extremity  of 
the  times  renders  at  all  possible.  Some 
scheme  of  purchase  might  be  devised 
on  some  such  lines  as  those  which  are 
understood  to  have  been  put  forward  by 
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the  eminent  sUtistioian,  Mr.  Oiffen,  in 
a  recent  letter  which  has  attracted  a 
good  deal  of  attention.  I  do  not  pledge 
myself  to  details ;  but  as  to  the  general 
idea  contained  in  that  letter,  it  is  one 
under  which  the  bulk  of  the  land  in  the 
occupation  of  agricultural  tenants  might 
be  purchased.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  this  is  a  limited  question  ;  and  I  am 
Tory  much  disposed  to  belieTO— of  course, 
I  have  not  accurate  information  in  my 
possession,  but  I  am  disposed  to  be- 
lieve— that  the  land  of  Ireland  in  the 
possession  of  agricultural  tenants,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Land  Act,  including 
lond  fii$  leaseholders,  and  leaving  out 
of  the  question  mesne  lands,  doea  not 
amount  to  the  value  of  more  than 
£5,000,000  or  £6,000,000  at  the  out- 
side ;  and  taking  that  valuation  as  the 
basis— and  oertiunly  we  could  not  take 
a  higher — ^I  think  it  would  be  fair  to 
arrange  to  purchase  at  such  a  number 
of  years  pimhase  as  would  fairly  com- 
pensate  the  landlords  and  extricate  them 
from  the  dangerous  and  difficult  position 
they  occupy  now.  The  depreciation  of 
prices  which  now  exists  makes  it  diffi- 
cult for  the  tenant  to  pay  any  large 
amount  of  money ;  indeed,  it  is  impos- 
siblo  for  him  to  pay  the  judicial  rents. 
The  question  demands  the  careful  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  the  Government ; 
and  I  believe,  and  all  thoee  who  are  not 
influenced  by  Party  motives  in  Ireland 
are  of  opinion,  that  there  should  be 
some  fair  settlement,  and  if  such  fair 
settlement  were  arrived  at  and  agreed 
upon  by  all  parties,  and  if  it  were  really 
a  fair  one,  I  am  convinced  that  the  pay- 
ments would  be  made  by  the  Irish  ten- 
ants to  the  last  penny.  I  hope,  Sir, 
that  wo  may  have  a  farther  opportunity 
of  reverting  to  this  matter.  We  are 
bound  to  stand  by  our  people.  When 
it  comes  to  be  a  stmgglo  between  the 
Irish  landowners,  aided  by  the  Oovem- 
ment,  and  the  Irish  tenants,  whom  I  and 
mv  Friends  represent,  and  the  Irish 
labourers,  wo  ean  have  no  doubt  as  to 
which  aide  wo  should  cast  our  lot  with. 
But  we  wish  that  the  ''  still  small  voico 
of  reason  '*  should  prevail.  We  do  not 
desire  to  go  into  any  contest.  Wo  see  in 
the  present  position  a  desire  and  a  wish 
oo  the  part  of  Eo^ishmen  to  ^tudy 
and  understand,  with  a  view  to  its  fin^ 
ssttlement,  this  great  Irish  question;  and 
we  are  reeolvsd  that  no  extravagance  on 
patt  of  action  or  language  misJI  mar 


the  ohanoe  which  we  believe  our  country 
possesses  now  for  the  first  time  in  her 
history. 

Major  8AUNDERS0N :  In  rising  to 
reply  to  thespeeeh  of  thehon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell),  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  did  not  hear  his  opening  sen- 
tences ;  but  since  I  came  into  the  House 
the  hon.  Member  has  spoken  upon  the 
Land  Question,  but  I  do  not  find  that  he 
has  mentioned  any  of  those  burning 
questions  which  are  now  exciting  public 
attention  in  Inland  and  all  over  the 
Empire.  In  Ireland  the  hon.  Member 
has  declared,  in  the  first  place,  that  he 
has  taken  off  his  coat  and  that  he 
stands  on  a  single  plank.  It  would 
now  appear  that  the  hon.  Member 
is  eng^ed  to-night  in  removing  some 
other  portion  of  his  garments,  or  that 
he  is  increasing  his  platform.  We 
have  heard  not  one  word  about  the 
single  plank  on  which  he  iias  informed 
the  country  he  and  his  supporters  intend 
to  stand.  According  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member,  so  far  as  I  ean  under- 
stand it  is  now  a  simple  question  of  the 
land.  It  is  simply  the  further  develop- 
ment of  that  liand  Question  with  the 
settlement  of  which,  in  former  times,  ho 
and  his  Friends  professed  themselves  so 
entirely  satisfied.  [Crui  of  ••No!"] 
Now  it  seems  that  all  that  is  required  to 
settle  the  Irish  Question  is  to  buy  out 
the  landlords  at  a  few  years  purchase, 
and  then  peace  and  happiness^nothing 
was  said  about  loyalty — and  prosperity 
will  return  to  Ireland.  No  doubt  before 
the  debate  closes  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Citv  of  Cork  will  move  an  Amend* 
ment  to  the  Address.  To  his  supporters 
in  Ireland  he  has  stated  most  distinctly 
and  repeatedly  that  he  has  now  but  one 
object.  It  is  no  longer  the  land ;  but 
his  object — I  am  quoting  his  own  words 
— is  •*  to  secure  a  separate  Parliament 
for  Ireland,  free  from  outside  control." 
Those  are  words  made  use  of  by  the 
hon.  Member  in  a  sj^eech  deliver^  at 
Castlebar,  and  repeated  elsewhere. 
Now,  I  want  to  know  what  attitude  the 
hon.  Member  takes  on  the  question  at 
issue  at  present — whether  England  is  to 
remain  connected  with  Ireland,  or  to  be 
separated  ?  Thehon.  Member  for  Dub* 
lin  Mr.  Ilarringt^'n  r«*f^nvd  to  a  speech 
made  in  the  North  of  Irolaod  by  Vis* 
count  Cole ;  and  he  tried  to  fasten  that 
RMech  upon  the  Party  to  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  belong.    I  am  not  in  the 
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laMi  aahamed  of  it ;  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber wiahee  to  fasten  on  the  Party  to 
which  I  have  the  hononr  to  belong  the 
ezclosiTe  right  of  using  violent  lan- 
guage. Let  me  point  out  to  the  Ilouse 
thai  there  are  otner  Members  who  u6o 
▼iolbnt  language.  Allow  me  to  quote 
words  made  use  of  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Fermanagh  (Mr.  W.  Bedmond)  in 
Dublin  the  other  day,  and  then  lot  mo 
mA  hon.  Members  to  compare  the  words 
of  Lord  Cole— who  I  do  not  believe  was 
ever  much  gifted  with  the  power  of 
oratory — with  the  words  made  use  of 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Fermanagh, 
notoriously  one  of  the  most  poliHhed 
rhetoricians  below  the  Oangway.  These 
are  the  words  made  use  of  by  the  hon. 
Member    for    Fermanagh,    four    days 


**IIe  did  not  think  it  wu  worth  while  to 
ditniM  the  iiiatt<»r,  for  tho  experience  of  the 
p««|  hftd  ahown  thut  tho  ^more  coercion  thc^y 
IT  ^  tho  more  dearly  tho^  would  m-o  tho  neccs- 
»tty  for  drinnir  from  their  'midst  the  Gorem- 
ttmt  from  which  coercion  came.  The  Knglish 
|ir«,t4«  knew  thev  had  enemies  in  every  qu&rtor 
<  f  tL<«  worliJ.  They  knew  that  the  very  m<)m<nt 
tK«  y  stmrk  at  the  Insh  people  they  would  f^Wa 
th#  tiirnal  which  would  stir  tho  Indian  Princes 
in  a  sreater  and  still  more  successful  mutiny, 
and  which  wonld«  nerhaps,  load  tho  Russians 
into  Ixrtidon  to  •table  their  horses  in  the  House 
<'f  Cooimons.** 

Now,  Sir,  that  is  the  class  of  eloquence 
which  is  habitually  emploved  by  hon. 
(fentiemen  opposite  in  speaking  to  their 
constituents  in  Ireland ;  and  tho  hon. 
M««mber  for  tho  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nrll  ,  although  he  says  that  he  has  de- 
plored the  emplovment  of  language  of 
this  kind,  and  adds  that  it  is  impoHnible 
ti>  placo  old  heads  on  young  BhouMers, 
net<*r  raised  his  voice  in  Ireland  to  de- 
nounce it.  This  language,  to  any  ctri- 
Itied  assembly,  is  beneath  contempt; 
but  when  addreased  to  the  sympathizing 
ears  of  the  ignorant  multttud<%  it  munt 
have  the  effect  of  houndiu/  on  their 
igD<irant  dupes  in  Ireland  to  the  porpi^- 
tration  of  crimes  and  outrages  which  their 
b-aders  have  not  the  det«*rmination  or 
cAorage  to  perform.  In  regard  to  tho 
measures  which  the  Government  pro* 
pose  to  intioduc4»  for  Ireland,  perhonH  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  a  word.  \Vo, 
in  Ireland,  have  been  asking  oursolTos 
the  question— and  it  is  a  very  fe««rious 
<|uefltton — what  is  tho  use  of  a  (iovc^ro- 
ment  at  all,  when  wo  aoe  the  law  evadod, 
bffokeo,  and  defied  with  impunity ;  whtn 
ve  see  the  dtinna  in  any  part  of  lier 
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Majesty's  Empire  deprived  of  their  civil 
rights,  when  they  cannot  buy  and  sell 
in  any  market  in  the  South  unless  they 
can  show  the  mark  of  tho  beast  in  the 
shape  of  the  National  League  ticket — 
an  organization  which  meets  now  all 
over  the  country  with  all  tho  parapher* 
nalia  of  justice  and  the  Law  Courts,  which 
tries  itH  unhappy  victims  as  they  would 
be  tried  Ix^foro  a  Court  of  Law,  and,  what 
is  more,  enforces  with  unvarying  severity 
its  unwritten  law;  when  wo  see  these 
things  wo  OHk,  what  i»  the  use  of  a  Qo- 
vornment  ?  This  is  not  the  first  time 
that  the  Qovernment — I  do  not  say  Her 
Majesty's  present  (iovernmont,  but  other 
Governments— have  shown  a  certain 
amount  of  laxity  in  dealing  with  Irif*h 
crime.  AVo  saw  it  in  1881  and  1882, 
when  so  unfavourable  a  shadow  was 
cast  over  Irish  history ;  and  when  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Qontloman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  to-night 
accuses  tho  Government  of  vacillation  in 
dealing  with  the  Irish  Question,  I  could 
not  help  recalling  those  years  in  the 
history  of  the  late  Parliament  when 
outrago  and  murder  stalked  abroad  in 
Iroland,  and  when  no  hand  was  raised 
— at  all  events,  not  the  hands  of  a  para- 
lyzed Government — to  arrest  its  evil 
course,  and  the  first  blow  at  the  organi- 
zation, of  which  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  was  the  head, 
was  not  f^truck  by  Her  Majesty's  Go* 
vemment,  but  by  a  few  Orangemen  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Mask.  We  believe 
that  the  first  duty  of  any  Government 
is  to  cause  the  law  to  be  respected  and 
to  be  observed.  When  the  present  Go- 
vernment took  Office  they  undertook  to 
give  up  the  exceptional  legislation  which 
up  to  that  time  had  been  doomed  neces- 
sary. It  was  an  experiment.  I  am  sure 
that  everybody  who  cares  for  Ireland 
desires,  from  his  heart,  that  no  more 
coercion  should  be  necossary;  but,  in 
my  opinion,  as  an  Irishman,  and  as  a 
msgibtrate,  I  have  certainly  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  experiment  has 
proved  a  failure,  and  I  gather  from  the 
t»[>i'ech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho 
Chancellor  of  the  Exche<xuer  that  the 
(fovernment  have  come  pr<'tty  nearly  to 
tho  namo  conclusion.  But  there  is  this 
of  value  in  tlie  experiment — that  it  has 
shown  conclustvt>ly  that  no  conciliation, 
by  whatever  Party,  can  gain  the  adhesion 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  oppobito  and  those 
they  represent.    The  oon.  Member  for 
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the  Citj  of  Cork  and  his  Friends  have 
declared  over  and  oyer  again  that  they 
will  be  satisfied  with  no  concession  short 
of  separation.  [Cru»  of  "No!"  and 
''Quote!"]  If  non.  Members  dislike 
the  word  ''separation,"  I  would  say  a 
Parliament  in  College  Green  entirely 
without  any  outside  control ;  and  if  that 
is  not  separation  I  leave  it  to  any  hon. 
Gentleman  in  this  House  to  describe 
otherwise  the  distinction  between  a 
Parliament  sitting  in  College  Green 
without  outside  control  and  complete 
separation.  The  experiment  tried  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  proved 
a  failure.  I  do  not  attempt  to  say  that 
crime  and  outrage  have  assumed  the 
proportions  it  did  from  1880  to  1882. 
why  have  they  not  done  so?  It  has 
been  because  there  was  no  more  neces- 
sity for  crime  and  outrage  in  Ireland. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  those  crimes 
which  have  stained  the  pages  of  our 
Irish  history  with  blood?  The  object 
was  to  subjugate  the  will  of  the  Irish 
people  until  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
( 'ity  of  Cork  could  erect  a  platform  and 
then  stand  without  his  coat  on  the  top 
of  it.  Ilon.  Members  opposite  fre> 
quently  say  that  tho  landlords  are  in 
favour  of  coercion,  because  coercion  is 
an  Act  simply  to  protect  landlords. 
[^Ch$er%  from  tho  Irish  Iffmhen.']  I  am 
glad  that  I  have  elicited  that  cheer.  I 
do  not  know  whether  hon.  Members 
opposite  ever  go  into  the  statistics  of 
crime  caused  by  outrage  in  Ireland. 
The  truth  is  that  out  of  67  murders  that 
took  place  in  two  years,  only  seven  land- 
lords were  murdered — so  that  the  land- 
lords had  rather  a  good  time  of  it — 
three  were  agents,  and  the  rest  were 
miserable  tenants  and  caretakers  on  the 
wild  mountains  of  Kerry,  Cork,  and  tho 
West,  who  refused  to  bow  to  the  iron 
yoke  which  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  sought  to  weld  round  their 
throats.  When  the  hon.  Member  comes 
forward  as  the  Representative  of  Irish 
grievances,  he  does  not  represent  that 
class,  at  all  events,  whom  he  tries  to 
exterminate  and  stamp  out.  As  far  as 
we,  as  landlords,  arc  concerned,  we 
come  off  better  than  the  victims  in  tho 
South  and  We^t.  At  that  time  we  had 
the  Land  League.  Well,  the  Land 
League  waa  proclaimed,  and  what  had 
we  then?  There  is  a  habit  among 
criminals,  when  a  place  is  made  too  hot 
for  them,  to  adopt  an  alias,  and  in  this 
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case  the  Land  League  adopted  an  alias, 
and  called  themselves  tne  National 
League.  The  Land  League  was  re- 
suscitated as  the  National  Leagne, 
and,  winked  at  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  with  the  same  machinery, 
the  same  objects,  and  the  same  lea'der 
and  agents,  has  ever  since  been  carry- 
ing on  its  fell  work  of  intimidation 
and  disloyalty  to  the  Crown  in  Ire- 
land. Therefore,  I  consider  that  Iler 
Majesty's  Government  would  be  abso- 
lutely wanting  in  the  first  functions  that 
a  Government  owes  to  the  country  it 
rules  if  it  did  not  accompany  any  Act  of 
a  remedial  character  with  another  crush- 
ing-out of  this  organization,  which  is  now 
the  curse  of  the  country.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway  pride  them- 
selves on  their  strength,  and  are  inclined 
to  laugh  at  the  weakness  of  the  Con- 
servative contingent  from  Ireland.  They 
are  85;  we  are  16.  But  now  let  me 
observe  to  the  House  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  gauge  the  ratio  between  loyalty 
and  disloyalty  in  Ireland  by  the  number 
of  Members  who  sit  below  the  Gang- 
way opposite.  A  very  able  letter  was 
written  not  long  ago  by  a  very  honest 
man,  although  I  entirely  disagree  with 
him,  but  whoso  honesty  I  respect.  I 
refer  to  Mr.  Davitt.  Mr.  Davitt  wrote 
a  letter  to  The  TimoM^  in  answer  to  a 
letter  from  Lord  Cowper,  in  which  be 
said — "  Lord  Cowper,  when  he  confronts 
these  figures,  I  think,  will  admit  himself 
defeated."  Lord  Cowper  denied  that 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  people  were  in 
favour  of  Home  Eule.  Mr.  Davitt  said, 
in  his  letter — 

"  Let  ui  lappoM,  by  way  of  ill Qit ration,  that 
an  election  hud  taken  place  in  England,  that 
this  election  had  returned  to  Parliament  447 
Membert  in  favonr  of  the  right  hon.  Gontlo- 
man  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad* 
stone),  and  120  Members  who  were  in  favour  of 
Ix)rd  SalisbuT}',  •  Could  Lord  Cowper/  said  3Ir. 
Daritt,  *  in  confronting  these  figures,  maintain 
that  England  had  not  distinctly  decided  on  the 
side  of  Mr.  UUdstono  r  " 

Mr.  Davitt  thought  that  was  a  very  con- 
clusive argument.  In  my  opinion,  how- 
ever, it  is  defoctive,  and  the  analogy 
hreaks  down.  In  order  that  the  analogy 
should  he  porfc*ct,  we  must  conceive,  as 
exists  in  Ireland,  an  electors'  intimida- 
tion society.  We  must,  furthermore, 
conceive  that  tho  -147  Glad^tonian  Mem- 
bers were  not  chosen  by  their  own  con- 
stituents, but  by  the  head  of  the  electors' 
intimidation  aodety.     And   to  farther 
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Mlablish  the  analogy  betwoon  Eng- 
land and  Ireland^  we  mnet  conceive 
that  the  power  of  the  intimidation 
aoctetj  is  backed  np  by  the  whole 
inflnenoe  of  a  powerful  priesthood — 
a  prieethood  possessing  unbounded 
influence  over  the  minds  and  con- 
•eienees  of  the  electors — an  influence 
not  circumscribed  bj  any  earthly  horizon. 
If  such  a  condition  of  things  could  exint 
in  England  the  analogy  would  bo  per- 
fect ;  but  I  do  not  think  any  sane  man 
can  imagine  that  such  an  intimidntion 
iKKrielj  would  be  suffered  to  exist  for  a 
week  in  this  country.  The  analogy,  thoro- 
fore,  breaks  down.  Howarohon.  (rontle- 
men  who  sit  below  the  Gangway  oppo- 
»tte  chosen  ?  They  are  not  chosen  by  their 
own  constituents  ;  thev  have  no  Toico  in 
the  matter.  Hon.  ^Icnihors  opposite 
may  be  admirable  masters  of  politicdl 
tactics;  but  they  have  been  chos>en  by  a 
Council  of  three.  [  Crie$  of  *•  Name ! " ] 
The  hon.  Member  tor  the  City  of  Cork 
'Mr.  Pameir,  tho  hon.  Member  for 
Dublin  (Mr.  T.  Harrington),  who  has 
4pokMD  this  ereuing,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Majo  Mr.  Dillon ^.  That  Council 
of  three  chose  erory  single  Member  who 
•it 4  opposite  to  me  at  the  prenont  moment 
below  the  Gangway.  I  will  giro  the 
House  an  instance  to  prove  exactly  what 
I  mean.  There  was  one  constituency  in 
Ireland-^— 

Ma.  DILliON :  I  rise  to  Order.  I 
L4*g  to  say  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  has  made  a  false  statement. 
'CViWo/*' Order!"] 
^  Ma.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  entitled  to  interrupt.  When  the 
hon.  and  gallant  (rentl«*man  who  is  in 
•essiiin  of  the  Houho  has  concluded 
lis  ffpeceh  it  will  be  quite  competent  for 
the  hon.  Member  to  replr. 

M.uoa  SArNDEi:S()X  :  I  am  quite 
ri*ady  to  r<'ci'iT«»  correction.  I  am  not 
c^'rtain  as  to  the  C  >un(  il  of  three,  for  1 
was  not  present  at  any  meet  In;?  of  it  ; 
but  I  ha?e  been  inf<>rmed,  on  thf  ho^t 
authority,  that  what  I  ntnte  i^  corn*  *t.  I 
will  now  gire  the  instint »  I  wsm  about 
to  r»»fer  to.  Th«»re  was  one  e  »nhtitucncy 
in  Ireland  which  had  a  will  of  its  own, 
and  whirh  thought  it  had  n  ri^ht  in  tho 
l^hc«»ntury,  and  in  a  fn^e  r'»tintry,  to 
chor>^  its  15epre*entntiYe.  That  was 
the  conBtitu«mcy  of  N^rlh  Jjouth.  Tho 
<hoice  of  the  constituency  of  North 
lioutk  fell  upon  a  (lentleman  who  will 
probably  be  well  remembered  in  this 


i: 


House— I  refer  to  Mr.  Philip  Callan. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
absolutely  refused  to  sanction  the  choice 
of  the  electors  of  North  Tjouth.  \Cri€$ 
o/  *'No;  ho  was  never  chosen ! '^ /rem 
IrUh  Jiemhon.']  A  CouTentiou,  or  what- 
ever it  was  called,  was  summoned,  and 
various  accusations  wore  brought  against 
Mr.  Italian,  which  afterwards  were 
dropped.  One  of  them  was  that  be  fell 
nsliH'p  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Many 
years  ago  I  myself  was  a  Member  of 
this  House,  and  I  can  only  say  that 
there  were  few  ^[embers  who  through 
the  whole  Session  escaped  that  feeling 
of  sleepiness.  I  have  repeatedly  seen 
right  hon.  Qentlemen  on  the  Front 
Benches  nodding  through  a  Scotch  de* 
bate.  But  when  tho  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  went  to  North  Louth  he 
did  not  say  one  single  word  about  this 
s'>mnolont  habit  of  Mr.  Callan's ;  but  he 
said  that  Mr.  Ctillan  was  unmanageable, 
breauso  he  spoke  when  he  was  told  to 
hold  his  tongue.  And,  therefore,  poor 
Mr.  Callan,  who  had  offered  involuntary 
sneriiice  to  Morpheus  in  the  House  of 
(^ommons,  was  supplanted  by  the  High 
Priest  of  the  Temple  of  the  Muses  at 
Liverpool.  I  do  not  wi^h  to  express 
any  opinion  of  the  choice  that  was  made, 
but  what  I  want  to  show  is  this,  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  used 
the  influence  which  he  undoubtedly  pos- 
sesses in  Ireland  as  the  head  of  this 
great  intimidation  society,  and  went 
down  to  North  Louth  with  hired  mobs 
in  special  trains,  and  interfered  in  the 
ohoice  of  the  constituency.  [CVim  of 
''  No !  "]  I  defy  contradiction  as  to  tho 
special  trains,  because  I  know  who  paid 
for  them. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEAIjY  :  I  rise  to  Order.  I 
wish  to  ask  whether  a  Member  is  enti  led 
to  make  a  charge  against  another  Mem« 
her  of  taking  a  hired  mob  to  a  particular 
oouHtituency  during  an  election,  which 
would  be  an  ofTenee  under  the  Corrupt 
rracticcs  Act,  and  would  render  that 
Member  legally  incapacitated  from  sit- 
ting in  this  lloufte?  Besides,  I  may 
remind  you.  Sir,  that  there  is  an  Election 
lVtiti<>n  on  the  subject  pending  at  tho 
pr»-M»nt  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  There  is  nothing 
in  the  form  of  the  words  umhI  to 
bring  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
under  any  remark  from  the  Chair;  but 
it  certainly  is  a  very  grave  charge  to 
make  against  an  hon.  Member,  espe- 
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daily  in  a  caae  in  which  I  understand 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  to  eaj  there  is  a  Petition  pending. 

Mb.  PAKNELL  :  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  explain  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  foimdation  for  the  statement 
which  has  been  made  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member. 

Major  SAUNDERSON  resumed, 
amid  cries  of  "Withdraw.''  He  said  : 
If  it  will  please  hon.  Members  opposite  I 
am  quite  ready  to  withdraw  the  word 
**  hired ;  "  but  I  will  not  withdraw  the 
statement  of  the  fact  that  special  trains 
brought  men  fromCavan  and  Monaghan ; 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  cannot  deny  that  £60  was  paid  to 
the  Great  Northern  Bail  way  Company 
of  Ireland  for  the  hire  of  those  trains. 
I  am  not  saying  that  it  was  an  illegal 
act ;  I  am  only  stating  what  took  place. 
I  will  only  add  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  is  the  political 
father  of  all  the  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting 
opposite.  Now,  iSir,  we  object  to  a 
House  of  Commons  so  made  up ;  and  I 
think  that  the  interruptions  I  have 
elicited  from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
afford  a  standing  proof  to  the  House  of 
what  chance  the  15  loyal  Members 
would  have  had  of  being  returned, 
being,  at  they  are,  men  who  would  not 
do  as  they  were  told  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork,  and  who  would  not 
sit  on  those  Benches  at  his  beck  and 
call,  like  so  many  political  bagpipes  with 
hata  on.  It  is  right  to  look  with  the 
gravest  apprehension  at  a  Parliament 
80  composed  and  so  guided ;  and  I 
humbly  trust  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
▼emment  will  deal  firmly  but  justly  with 
Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  cannot  accuse  me  of  being  an 
exterminating  landlord,  because  in  this 
House  I  supported  the  Land  Act  of  1 870. 
I  did  so  because  I  believed  that  Irish 
tenants  required  protection.  The  mis- 
fortune of  all  concessions  yet  extorted  by 
Ireland  has  been  that  they  have  been 
snatched  from  an  unwilling  hand,  and 
not  accepted  as  gifts.  The  opportunity 
has  now  arrived  for  turning  over  a  new 
leaf  and  starting  on  a  better  course. 
There  is  no  nation  in  the  world,  with  all 
her  faulta,  that  better  understands  jus- 
tice than  Ireland ;  but  now,  when  there 
is  aa  opportunity  of  turning  over  a  new 
leaf  ana  starting  on  a  better  course,  if 
England  is  found  coming  with  gifta  in 
one  hand  and  with  weakness  and  Tan 
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lation  in  the  other,  the  Irish  people 
would  not  believe  that  Parliament  are 
giving  of  their  own  free  accord,  but 
would  think  they  are  only  conceding 
to  fear  what  they  refused  to  concede 
to  justice.  I  believe  that  if  Eng- 
land would  now  deal  fairly,  justly, 
and  rightly  with  Ireland,  we  might  have 
at  last  that  finality  without  which  wo 
can  never  have  peace.  When  the  Irish 
peoplo  have  forgotten  the  lesson  that  by 
crime  and  outrage  they  can  extort  con- 
cessions from  England,  and  when  they 
learn  that  the  law  must  be  maintained, 
then  the  darkness  and  the  clouds  that 
have  so  long  overshadowed  the  country 
will  flee  away  before  the  dawn  of 
brighter  and  better  days. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  spoken  with  some  pomp  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  of  being  a  magistrate.  I 
think  the  speech  which  the  House  has 
just  listened  to  is  a  very  happy  example 
of  the  judicial  tone  and  temper  with 
which  gentlemen  of  his  class  administer 
justice  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  way  in 
which,  under  a  Coercion  Act,  im- 
poverished and  distressed  tenants  would 
be  dealt  with  when  handed  over  to  their 
landlords.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman has  boasted  that  he  is  not  an 
exterminating  landlord,  because  he  sup- 
ported the  Land  Act  of  1870  ;  but  I 
should  like  some  better  and  more  inde- 
pendent evidence  upon  that  point  than 
that  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member. 
I  should  like  to  examine  the  records  of 
the  Land  Commission  before  I  could 
satisfy  myself  upon  any  evidence  which 
he  can  give.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  says  that  he  supported  the 
Land  Act  of  1870.  I  congratulate  him 
upon  having  done  so ;  but  at  that  time, 
unfortunately,  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Armagh  (Major  Saunderson)  was 
not  a  Tory,  nor  was  he  an  Orangeman. 
The  hon.  Member  did  not  become  a 
Tory,  nor  did  ho  become  an  Orangeman, 
until  he  was  kicked  out  of  Cavan  by  the 
Liberals. 

Majob  SArXDERSON :  I  beg  the 
hon.  Member's  pardon.  Not  by  the 
Liberals,  but  by  the  Home  Bulers. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HKVLT  :  I  am  delighted 
that  they  executed  so  much  iustice. 
But  en  being  so  dealt  with  and 
turned  out  of  Cavan  by  the  Liberals 
or  Home  Bulers  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Membw  changed  his  ooat    He  went  to 
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North  Armagh,  and  what  was  his  oon- 
dact  there  ?    I  aopcal  to  English  Con- 
•erratiTes  to  juago  of  Ireland  by  the 
conduct  of  thohon.  and  gallant  Gentle* 
fnan.    The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
liotvti  before  the  English  ConservatiTes 
ma  a  lojul  «upporter  of  Lord  Salisbury, 
and  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  bit 
onpoaite.     It  is  not  for  me  to  say  a  word 
aoout  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
i>ppo«it6.   I  am  willing  to  confess  that,  in 
thuesof  difEculty  and  distress,  Her  Ma- 
jesty*s  Government  have  endeavoured  to 
the  l>e8t  of  their  ability  to  carry  out  the 
|K>wers  entrusted  to  them ;  and  I  do  not 
intend  to  say  a  harsh  word  of  them,  al- 
though I  do  not  agree  with  some  of  the 
tliingn  they  have  done.   But  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh  poses 
tx'foro  English  Conm.»rvative8  as  a  loyal 
Member  of  the  Party,  whereas  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  got  his  seat  as  a 
turncoat  Liberal.     And  who  was    the 
Conservative   candidate  for  North  Ar- 
magh ?    It  was  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  Mr.  John  Monroe,  now  Judge 
Monroe.    These  are  the  loyal  Conserva- 
tives who  ap|>eal  for  support  to  English 
landlords  and  to  the  EugUsh  Conserva- 
tive people  on  the  ground  of  their  great 
loyalty  t  j  the  Tory  Tarty.    The  hon.  and 
gallant    Gentleman    and    Mr.    Justice 
Monroe  were  both  put  up  for  the  consti- 
tuency, Mr.   Monroe  being  sent  down 
a^  the  Representative  of  I^rd  Salisbury, 
to  whom  the  hon.  and  eallant  Mfmbor 
for  North  Armagh  (Major  Saunderson) 
went  y«**»terday  nith  his  bogging  i>eti- 
tion.     Having  sone  to  Lord  Salisbury  in 
bis  distresa  and  danger,  I  wonder  that 
the  noble  Marquees  did  not  a»k  hi  in  why 
he  did  not  allow  Justic««  Monroe  to  be- 
come the  Member  for  North  Armagh. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  (tcntleman  speaks 
of  hired  mobs ;  but  who,  I  would  ask, 
broke  up  the  meetings  of  Judge  Monroe 
in  rortadown — who  hmai>hcd  the  head  of 
Mr.  Thomas  I>i(  kson,  the  late  Member 
for  Tyrone  ?    Why,  the  loyal  (  onserva- 
tivea  of    North    Armagh.     AMien    the 
hon.  and  gallant  (rentleman  speaks  about 
hired  moba  and  special  trains,  the  Irish 
Memberv  have  not  the  advantage  whiih 
be  poaaeaaes  of  accesa  to  the  books  of  the 
Grrat  Northern  Itailway.    I  obbi<rve  that 
the  gentleman  who  is  President  of  the 
Great  Northern  Bailwav  waa  included 
in  the  deputation  to  Lord  Salisburv,  and 
I  hopa  the  people  of  Ireland  will  take 
aote  of  the  proved  fact  that  private  mat- 


ters of  this  kind  can  be  communicated 
in  such  a  manner  to  private  individuals. 
If  the  secreta  of  the  Great  Northern 
Eailway  could  be  exposed  we  shoiild  be 
able   to  know  something  more  about 
hired  mobs.    Wo  should  be  able  to  know 
who  paid  for  the  tickets  to  Dromore  and 
Rosslea,  whore  hired  domonstrationi!>t8 
at   7«.    6^.   had   to  be   brought.      We 
have  been    told  that  there  are  mobs 
in  Ireland;  but  it  is  well  known  that 
there  are  mobs  and  mobs — there  are 
mobs,  I  believe,  that  do  not  require  to 
be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  7«.  G(/.  per 
head.    There  are  mobs   imbued   with 
some  ideas  of  patriotism ;  but  they  are 
composed  of  very  common  people,  who 
have  to  work  at  the  plough  from  morn- 
ing till  night,  and  who  send  Gentlemen 
like  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to 
this  House.    These  are  mobs  which  go 
of  their  own  accord  to  elections,  and  do 
not  require  to  be  hired.    But  will  tho 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  reveal  the  cost 
of  the  mobs  for  his  hired  demonstra- 
tions?    No  doubt,   these  are  scarcely 
arguments  to  be  addressed  to  a  delibera- 
tive Assembly,  and  I  would  not  have 
spoken  were  it  not  for  the  extraordinary 
gyrations  and  gesticulations  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member.     I  and  my  hon. 
Friiiuls  have  been  told  that  we  are  in- 
tolerable, that  we  are  diflicult  to  get  on 
with,  and  that  Gentlemen  of  the  class  to 
which   the  hon.    and   gallant  lilember 
bolougH  would  have  no  chance  in  an  Irish 
Parliament;  but  I  should  say  that  in 
the  Knglinh  Parliament  the  hon.  and 
gallant    Gentleman    haa  no  chance  if 
many  of  his  speeches  are  constructed  on 
the  same  gigantic,  I  may  say  moun- 
tainous,  bcule   as   that  we    have   just 
li«ten(«d  to.     I  believe  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  will  find  that  in  a  House 
intended  for  debate  it  would  be  diflicult 
to  get  up  a  discussion  on  the  scale  which 
he  has  initiated.     I  do  not  think  that  it 
was  tho  scale  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  when  he  was  Member  for 
Cuvan,  but  that  it  is  only  since  he  haa 
been    branded    bv  the  Orangemen  of 
North  Armagh  that  he  has  attempted 
anvthing  of  tho  kind.     The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  has  quoted  the  hon. 
Member    for    North   Fermanagh   (^Ir. 
W.   Iledmond;   as    a  Gentleman   who 
9])eak8  with  one  voice  in  Ireland  and 
another  voice  in  the  Uouae  of  Commons, 
and  whose  words  on  one  occasion  have 
no  rebuke  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
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ber  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  PamoU). 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  I  will 
Bay,  IB  the  last  person  in  the  world  who 
should    attempt    to    condemn     heated 
Bpeechee ;  and  the  position  he  has  taken 
up  with  regard  to  that  matter  reminds 
me  very  much  of  Satan's  reproof  of  sin. 
Not  two  months  ago  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member,  in  defiance  of  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act,  surrounded  by  his  excited 
Mends,  declared  at  a  meeting  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  that  if  the  Nationalibts 
dared  to  announce  a  meeting  in  Fer- 
managh— he  did  not  say  he  would  come  to 
murder  them;  but  he  said — ''(Hve  us 
notice  when  you  are  com  tug,  and  we  will 
see  what  we  will  see.''    That  is  one  in- 
stance of  the  style  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant   Gentleman.      Then    there  is  the 
remark  about  a  bullet,  which,  if  uttered 
by  Joe  Brady,  or  individuals  who,  like 
him,  had  been  convicted  of  crime   in 
Ireland,  would  be  very  terrible.     But 
this    magistrate — this    holder    of    the 
Queen's  Commission — who  gets  up  in 
this  House  to  reprove  the  Nationalists 
for  their  language— told  the  population 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  never  notorious 
for  peacefulnes^,  that  if  thoNationalistts 
had  won  certain  elections,  '^  it  was  not 
by  the  ballot,   but  by  the  bullet,  that 
Orangemen  would  be  put  down."    The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  seems  quite 
proud  of  that  statement;  but  why  did  h<' 
not  get  lip  in  this  House  and  make  a 
speech  of  the  same  kind  ?     Instead  of 
reproving  the  hon.  Member  for  Xorth 
Fermanagh,  why  did  he  not  trot   out 
some  of  his  own  elegiacs,  or  give  the 
House  a  small  taste  of  the  invinciblism 
of  the  Orange  Lodges  ?    Let  it  be  under- 
stood that  those  Gentlemen  who  attack 
Irish  Members  for  heated  language  and 
unfortunate  demeanour  can  coo  in  this 
House  as  gently  as  a  sucking  dove,  but 
that  when  they  are  addn'sbing  men  in 
whose  belts  are  revolvers  their  language 
is  such  as  I  have  dcHcribed.     It  is  such 
language  as  this  that  leads  to  violence. 
Viscount  Cole,  who  lately  had  a  seat  in 
that  House,  said — *'  It  is  time  to  preach  a 
crusade  againnt  Catholics ;  "  nc»t  u^^ainM 
Nationalists,  let  it  bo  borne  in  ibind. 
nor  against  Pamellites,  or  Absolutists, 
but  against  those  who  believe  in   the 
Seven  8acramenta  as  expounded  by  the 
Be«  of  St.  Peter.    He  said— 

**  Yoo  ought  sot  to  employ  dtholict.  Dis- 
miss your  Cslbolica.  snd  emplo/  only  Proles- 
taaU  in  thair  stasa.'* 

Mr.  T.  M.  ir^^f 


Hon.  Gentlemen  enjoying  the  confidence 
of  the  Ulster  Conservatives  have  very 
simple  machinery  ready  at  their  hands ; 
they  have  the  entire  English  Press  at 
their  disposal ;  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Armagh    was   not 
ashamed,  when  attending  the  deputation 
wliich  waited  on    Lord    Salisbury  the 
other  day,  to  make  a  statement  which 
was  untrue,  and  which  he  might  have 
found  out  to  be  untrue,  if  he  had  taken 
the  least  trouble  to  ascertain  the  fact. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  then 
stated  that  the  Newbridge  Board    of 
Guardians,  or  that  the  National  League 
of  Newbridge,  had  passed  a  resolution 
ordering  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the 
members  of  the  National  League  being 
themselves  the  majority  of  the  Board, 
not  to  give  labourers'  cottages  to  men 
who  were  not  members  of  the  League. 
Lord    Salisbury    had    naturally  asked 
whether  that  resolution  had  been  ac- 
tually passed,  whereupon  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  said  he  believed  it 
had  been.     Would  the  House  believe 
that    there    is   not  a  single    tittle   of 
foundation  in  truth  for  that  statement  ? 
It  is  absolutely  and  actually  a  figment, 
and  is  as  false  as  the  announcement 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
has  just  made,  that  the  Irish  Members 
have   attacked  Mr.  Callan   for  having 
fallen  asleep  in  the  House.     There  is  not 
a  particle  of  truth  in  that  statement. 
Other  statements  have  been  made  about 
Mr.  ('allan.     It  has  been  said  that  Mr. 
Callan  has  been  drunk  in  the  House  of 
Commons.     Thus,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
Irish  Party  are    to  be    charged  with 
being  debauched,  and  now,  because  they 
have  attempted  to  purge  the  Party  of  a 
man  whom  they  feel  to  be  a  disgrace  to 
it,  and  whose  conduct  in  the  Ilouse  of 
Commons  must  very   frequently  have 
given  rise  among«»t  English  Members  to 
the  feeling  that  at  least  Irishmen  might 
return  creditable  persons  to   represent 
them  there,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  North  Armagh  gets  up  and  says 
that  they  attacked  Mr.  Callan  because 
lie  fell  acleep  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  falling  asleep  might  be  Orange  for 
getting  drunk,  just  as  in  the  little  pla- 
cards sent  out  last  year  the  Orangemen 
had  inrited  those  who  attended  their 
meetings  to  brioff  '*  copies  of  Moody  and 
8ankey*s  hymn-books"  with  them  — 
another  name  for  revolvers  —  and  to 
bring  their  *'  sweethearts  "  with  ihsm. 
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by  which  was  meant  some  other  lethal 
weapon.  This  waa  the  Party  to  which 
the  hon.,  gallant,  and  truthful  Member 
for  North  Armagh  belonged. 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
i%  BOW  reflecting  on  a  Member  of  this 
Iloaae  in  a  manner  which  ia  un-Parlia* 
mentarr. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  will  at  once 
withdraw  the  word  •*  tnithful ''  if  it  is 
regarded  as  offensive.  I  shall  be  very 
sorry  in  any  way  to  contravene  the 
Kolea  of  the  IIouko  in  addressing  hon. 
Gentlemen,  and  I  trust  that  I  sbnlt  in 
BO  way  trespass  on  any  ruling  of  the 
•Speaker.  In  conclusion,  I  heartily  adopt 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork,  thot  if  tliose  gentlemen 
who  are  now  so  forocious  in  Ireland 
once  l.avo  the  Land  (iuestion  settled  and 
hade  the  monov  for  their  c»Htato8  in  their 
pockets  they  will  care  very  little  more 
about  the  Irish  people.  At  the  present 
moment  they  do  not  live  in  the  country ; 
most  of  them  spend  their  moni*y  and 
time  in  England.  It  is  quite  true  that 
many  of  tho  Orange  Brotherhood  live  in 
Ireland,  and  are  xory  creditable  and 
respectable  members  of  the  community. 
Thvy  pay  for  their  halN,  thi^y  sustain 
their  chapels,  they  pay  for  their  railway 
tickets  to  and  from  demonstrations  ;  but 
•obtract  from  the  Orange  organization 
the  landlord  party  and  it  would  full  like 
a  house  of  cards,  and  great  would  be  the 
fall  ther«^f. 

The  SKCKETARY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  KAXi>oLrn  Citt'RcHiLL): 
8ir,  like  the  general  body  of  the  House, 
I  hare  not  been  able  to  prevent  myself 
taking  a  very  cIosa  and  deep  interes-t  in 
the  encounter  which  has  just  taken  place 
between  tho  hon.  and  gallant  Membor 
for  North  Armagh,  who  so  naturally 
eoior«  the  confidence  of  the  eh*ctors  of 
rut*r,  and  the  hon.  (rontleman  who  has 
jufti  r«««iume<l  hi<^  •»*nt.  Tho  languni^t*  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  MemlK»r  for  North 
Armagh  has  groatly  impr<  •«^c'd  the 
IIottM«.  [Lsughtwr.  I  taj  that  with 
all  seriousne^**,  becau«e  it  is  evident 
that  an  hon.  Member  like  himself,  who 
repie—Bts  a  great  Party  and  a  great 
intereatt  tuid  who  represents  a  Party, 
moroover,  labouring,  and  rightly  labour- 
ing, under  the  strongest  possible  im- 
prasaioB  as  to  the  critical  nature  of  their 
Btualion — the  hon.  and  galhwt  Gentle- 
man, q>eakiBg,  aa  ha  did,  uader  such 
cmufluUaeeay  vrith  suoh  fire»  aad  anoh 


true  eloquence,  must  have  impressed  a 
large  ]K)rtion  of  the  House.  Moreover, 
I  do  not  scruple  to  say  that  I  could  not 
help  listening  with  an  amount  of  pleasure 
— such  as  I  have  experienced  before  on 
more  than  one  occasion — to  the  not  un- 
genial  or  ill-natured,  though  sometimes 
bitter,  humour  of  tho  hon.  Member  for 
South  Derry  (Mr.  Uealy).  It  has  oc- 
curred to  me  within  the  last  hour  and  a 
half  or  two  hours  that  there  are  con- 
siderations which  might  possibly  in- 
fluonco  the  House  of  Commons  to  con- 
sider favourably  whothor  it  might  not  bo 
in  the  interest  of  all  Parties,  and  in  the 
interest  of  tho  country  generally,  that 
the  general  debate  on  the  Address  in 
answer  to  the  Speech  from*  the  Throne 
should  come  to  a  close  to-night.  [  *'  Hoar, 
hear!"  and  (fries  of  •'Oh!"j  I  am 
alluding  to  what  I  may  venture  to  call 
the  general  sense  of  hon.  Members;  and 
although  the  remark  may  seem  at  first 
rather  a  strong  one,  I  think  I  can  sug- 
gest one  or  two  reapons  which  may  havo 
weight  with  the  House.  A  great  deal 
has  taken  place  since  2  o'clock  this 
afternoon.  There  has  been  an  enormous 
amount  of  populsr  excitement  attending 
the  meeting  of  the  Uouso  of  Commons. 
There  havo  boon  some  features  in  the 
political  situation  tending  to  give  riso 
to  considerable  uncertainty  aa  to  the 
political  future,  whether  of  the  Qovem- 
meut,  the  Opposition,  or  the  Irish  Party. 
All  that.  Sir,  culminated  at  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  The  House  is  now  in 
possession  of  the  Speech  from  tho  Throne, 
and  also  the  House  has  listened  to 
speeches  of  great  interest  and  great  im- 
portance from  three  Leaders  of  public 
opinion.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to 
say,  if  I  may  do  so  without  presumption, 
that  the  tone  in  which  this  great  debate, 
so  long  looked  forward  to  by  the  country, 
was  begun,  has  not  in  any  way  degene- 
rated. The  Houpo  was  almost  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  the  Mover  and 
Seconder  of  tho  Address  dischargiMl 
thntr  traditional  duty  in  a  manner  which 
reflected  the  highest  honour  upon  them. 
But  after  them  came  a  speech  from  tho 
Leader  of  the  Oppoaition,  porhapa  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  orations  that  the 
House  has  ever  listened  to  from  him.  I 
do  not  intend  now  to  argue  on  that 
oration.  As  I  listened  to  it  there  was 
much  with  which  I  thought  I  should  like 
to  expreaa  my  agreement,  and  much  also 
from  which  it  would  have  given  mo 
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great  pleasure  to  express  xnj  strongt-st ! 
possible  disagreement;  but  it  was  a 
speech  which,  like  the  Speech  from  the 
xhrone,  requires  con$>ideration.  Then 
my  right  hon.  Friend  who  sits  near  me 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  explained,  in 
terms  which  were  certainly  not  am- 
biguous, in  terms  which  I  think  were 
very  forcible,  the  views,  and  the  policy, 
and  the  ponition  of  the  Government.  I 
venture  to  think  that,  coming  after  the 
speech  of  the  Leader  of  the  OpiK>8ition, 
it  was  a  speech  which  also  requires 
oonsideration.  Then,  after  that,  again, 
came  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pameir.  Now. 
all  the  speeches  I  have  mentioned  have 
been,  more  or  less,  surprises  to  the 
public.  The  Speech  from  the  Throne 
contained,  I  think,  psssagea  for  which 
the  public  were  hardly  prepared.  The 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone)  certainly  sur- 
prised the  House  ;  for  we  must  recollect 
that  he  is  at  the  head  of  a  great  Party, 
which  is  ntmierically  more  powerful  than 
the  Party  sup|>orting  the  Government. 
It  mast  also  bo  recollected  that  much 
has  been  done  recently  that  was  calculated 
to  enlist  the  sympathies,  if  not  to  obtaiu 
the  support,  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  opiMsite.  Under  these  cir- 
cambtancc^,  the  public  were  certainly 
prepared  to  receive  Notice  from  the  right 
non.  Gentleman  of  a  h«>stile  Amend- 
ment, which,  if  it  liad  been  eariied, 
would  have  placed  him  on  this  side  of 
the  Iloase.  But  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  LeadtT 
of  the  Opposition  was  pleased  to  express 
unstinted  approbation  of  the  general 
fortMgn  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, lie  was  moht  peaeruus  and  un- 
mea^unHl  in  the  prai»e  which  ho  poured 
upon  I/>rd  Salisbury's  KaMem  Koume- 
lian  policy  ;  and  not  only  thut,  but  even, 
ax  it  were,  showing  thut  he  did  not  con- 
t«*Mi plate  making  a  hu'^tile  n:oTem<*nt 
against  the  (fovemment,  he  expres.«>e<l 
what  wa»  evidently  a  sincere  and  earnest 
wish  on  his  part,  that  the  present  Go- 
v^Tiinient  might  be  fortunate  enou^.'^h 
to  go  tbrotigh  th«-ir  polity  in  ICastern 
Koumelia,  and  to  carry  it  to  a  succcbs- 
ful  conclusion ;  and  in  that  ta^k  he  pro- 
mis45d  them  his  cordial  and  warm  sup< 
port.  I  have  some  alight  knowledge  of 
the  Eastern  lioumelian  question ;  and 
I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  prc^pnt  Go- 
vemmeot  is  to  remain  in  Office  till  that 
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question  is  brought  to  a 
permanent  conclusion,  the  present  Go- 
vernment will  possibly  snccessfdlly  wea- 
ther more  than  one  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment I  have  said  that  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  certainly  a  sur- 
prise; but  the  greatest  surprise  of  all 
was  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Citv  of  Cork.  I  made  no  doubt  in 
my  own  mind — from  what  knowledge 
I  happen  to  possc'SS  in  regard  to  the 
Irish  political  movement  I  made  sure—* 
that  there  was  a  passage  in  the  Speech 
of  so  indubitable  a  meaning  and  so  clear 
a  form,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman,  head- 
ing, as  he  does,  a  strong  numerical 
Party,  and  representing,  as  he  •!>?*- 
rently  does,  a  large  portion  of  the  Irish 
people,  would  have  had  no  choice  but 
to  meet  that  paragraph  with  a  direct 
negative.  The  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  be  surprised — he  will  not  be  dis- 
posed to  blame  me  for  having  come  to 
the  conclusion — when  he  recollects  that 
the  incidents  of  the  late  Election  were 
still  fresh  in  my  mind,  and  the  speeches 
which  he  and  his  supporters  made  both 
before  and  after  the  Election — that  no 
doubt  could  bo  left  on  the  mind  of  any 
human  being  as  to  the  issues  which  he 
would  bring  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  soon  as  Parliament  met.  More- 
over, I  felt  assured  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, being  at  the  head  of  a  Party  rela- 
tively and  absolutely  stronger  than  the 
Party  led  by  O'Connell,  would  havo 
adopted  the  course  adoptt.*d  by  O'Connell, 
and  would  have  directly  placed  before 
the  House,  in  a  manner  which  would 
have  enabled  the  House  to  come  to  a 
elear  decision,  the  views,  as  he  under- 
stands them,  of  the  Irish  people  on  the 
question  of  the  goTemment  of  Ireland. 
The  hon.  Member,  for  reasons  which 
are  be«<t  known  to  himself,  and  which 
I  do  not  impugn,  has  not  taken  that 
course.  All  I  say  is,  that  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  to-night  has  been 
a  sur]»riHe  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  will  be  a  surprise  to  the  public. 
That  being  so,  and  it  being  evident,  from 
tiie  attitude  of  the  Front  Bench  oppo- 
site—  1  may  say  the  condition  of  the 
Front  Bench  —  and  from  the  pensive 
attitude  of  the  Liberal  Party,  and  from 
the  waiting,  watching,  and  eantioua 
attitude  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Citv  of  Cork,  that  neither  the  Front 
Bench  opposite,  nor  the  Liberal  Party, 
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nor  the  Irish  Party  think  the  present 
oi^caaion  a  fitting  one  for  raising  a  deci- 
nire  iieue  as  to  the  fate  of  the  GoTem- 
meotf  or  as  to  the  future  government  of 
Ireland,  am  I  not  justitied  in  recom* 
mending  the  House  qui(*tly  to  consider 
irh4»ther  it  might  not  be  well  to  closo 
the  general  debate  on  the  Address? 
We  can  then  proceed  to  discuss  Amend- 
ments. There  are  some  Amendments 
which  have  been  given  Notice  of  to- 
night. There  is  one  which  has  been 
given  Notice  of  in  regard  to  the  an- 
nexation of  Barmah  and  the  war  in  that 
<*oantry.  On  that  point  I  shall  be  only 
too  glad  that  tho  war  and  the  causes  of 
the  annexation  should  be  discussed  with- 
out delay ;  but  I  know  that  the  whole 
Bormeae  Question  is  a  most  complicated 
one^that  it  is  a  question  involving  a 
large  amount  of  matter  of  detail »  and 
requiring  a  considerable  amount  of 
study  to  those  interested  in  it.  A  Blue 
Booky  containing  as  much  detail  as  the 
liovemment  have  it  in  their  power  to 
produoe,  has  been  laid  upon  the  Table 
to-night;  and  I  cannot  nelp  thinking 
lliat  the  hon.  Gentleman  f  Mr.  Hunter), 
who  has  given  Notice  oi  the  Motion, 
and  who  takes  great  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, will,  at  a  future  time,  be  in  a  better 
pAftition  to  bring  his  views  before  the 
House  of  Commons  than  he  can  possibly 
l*e  at  the  present  moment.  He  may 
liAve  exceptional  facilitii^s  for  obtaining 
information  on  the  subjt*ct ;  but,  unfor- 
tunat«*Iy,  the  House  at  large  is  not  in 
the  same  fortunate  position ;  and,  there- 
fjre,  if  he  wishes  this  subject  to  be 
fairly  discQs«M«d  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons,  I  would  ask  him  whether  he 
would  not  do  better,  in  the  interests  of 
the  question  itaelf,  to  defer  the  debste 
until  the  time  when  it  will  be  my  duty 
t'>  make  a  formal  Motion  on  the  sub- 
jrct  in  this  Houm«?  There  is  another 
Amendment  of  which  Notice  has  boen 
{!iven  by  a  Member  well  known  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  hon.  Member 
f'»r  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings) ,  and 
which,  as  I  understand  it,  is  intended  to 
raise  the  condition  of  the  agricultural 
labourer.  That  is  a  subject  with  which 
the  Government  will  not  find  fault.  On 
tha  oontrary,  it  is  a  subject  which,  con- 
sidering the  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  tha  electorate,  and  the  vast 
aombar  of  the  agricultural  body  now 
fapiaaanlad,  eminanti  v  and  pre-eminently 
imnrm,  I  baliova^  the  conaideration  of 


the  House  of  Commons,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  hon.  Member  would  find  little 
difficulty  in  obtaining  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  it  forward  at  a  more  fitting 
time.  But,  with  the  exception  of  these 
two  Amendments,  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  special  subject  which  the 
House  is  asked  to  consider.  [An  hon. 
Member:  The  crofters.]  Of  course, 
there  are  the  crofters;  but  they  are 
rather  a  portion  of  the  agricultural 
population;  and  when  I  refer  to  the 
agricultural  population  I  do  not  refer 
only  to  the  agricultural  population  of 
England.  But,  after  all,  would  it  not 
be  better  that  this  new  Parliament,  from 
which  the  country  expects  such  great 
things — which  is  the  result  of  a  larger 
measure  of  Farliamentarv  Iteform  t^n 
this  country  has  ever  known — would 
it  not  be  well  for  thia  Parliament 
to  consider  whether  it  might  not 
adopt  a  wise  and  prudent  course 
by  reverting  to  the,  perhaps,  better 
practice  of  former  times,  and  shorten 
the  proceedings  on  the  Address  in  reply 
to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  ?  That 
was,  unaoubtedlv,  the  practice  of  earlier 
Parliaments,  and  was  the  practice  until 
the  last  few  years.  I  am  only  anxious 
myself  that  the  House  of  Commons, 
from  which  so  much  is  expected,  should 
be  enabled,  by  the  general  eo-operation 
of  all  Parties  in  the  House,  to  get  aa 
rapidly  as  possible  through  the  trans* 
action  of  the  vital  Business  of  the  coun* 
try.  There  is  the  question  of  Ireland, 
which  will,  undouDtedly,  have  to  be 
considered  separately,  either  on  a  Mo- 
tion by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  or  some  one  of  his  followers.  There 
is  also  the  question  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  given  Notice  of  to-night — the 
question  of  reforming — no^  not  reform- 
ing; that  is,  perhaps,  not  the  riffht 
word  to  use — the  question  of  improving 
still  further  the  Procedure  under  which 
this  House  conducts  its  Business.  I 
want  the  House — I  want  clearly  to 
explain  to  the  House,  as  I  view  it,  and 
as,  I  believe,  my  Colleagues  view  it,  the 
position  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
\Ve  are  perfectly  aware— it  does  not 
rec|uire  any  great  wisdom  or  knowledge 
to  be  aware  of  it — ^that  we  do  not  com- 
mand a  majority  of  pledged  supporters 
in  this  House ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
what  we  are  not  aware  of  is,  that  there 
ia  any  other  aet  of  Membera  in  the 
House  who  are  in  a  poaition  to  aay  that 
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they  do  command  a  majority  of  pledged 
supporters  in  the  Uouso  of  Commons. 
That  heing  so — I  say  it  with  bo  Party 
feeling — we  have  conBidered  it  to  be  our 
duty  to  meet  Parliameuf,  and  to  endea- 
TOur,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  to  carry 
on  the  Business  of  the  country,  and  to 
place  before  Parliament  the  measures 
which  we  think  Parliament  would  do 
well  to  adopt.  But  the  position  is  not 
one  that  can  bo  a  p^rateful  or  a  plea^^ant 
position  for  Her  ^Nlajcsty's  Government. 
We  remain  hero,  Sir,  not  for  the  plea- 
sure of  retaining  Office,  nor  for  the 
mere  pleasure  of  governing,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  fulfilling  our  duty.  As  longr 
as  that  duty  can  be  discharged  by 
us  on  reasonably  honourable  terms — 
[Laughter'] — I  am  afraid  that  hon.  Qen- 
tlemen  opposite  who  laugh  havo  not 
been  accustomed  to  follow  a  Government 
who  conducted  the  Business  of  the  coun- 
try on  those  terms,  and  they  appear  to 
thank  the  position  Quixotic.  However, 
we  have,  unfortunately,  a  prejudice  in 
favour  of  conducting  the  Business  of  the 
country  on  reasonably  honourable  terms, 
and  on  those  terms  only;  and  the  mo- 
ment we  see  the  slightest  indication  of 
anv  desire  on  the  part  of  any  consider- 
able section  of  the  Members  of  this 
House  to  take  up  the  Government  of 
the  country,  that  moment  we  will  take 
every  imaginable  step  to  bring  the  ques- 
tion to  an  immediate  and  rapid  issue. 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  more 
on  which  I  need  detain  the  House, 
unless  I  revert  for  one  minute  to  tho 
matter  which  has  been  so  effectually  and 
indefinitely,  though  a  little  confusedly, 
put  before  tho  House  by  Ihe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Jjeader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. To  go  back,  I  refer,  if  I  am  not 
trospus^ing  too  much  ujion  the  attention 
of  tlie  House,  to  the  question  of  Irish 
government,  as  that  question  wah  raised 
by  the  right  hon.Crentloman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  (iladHtone),  when 
ho  all  tilled  very  scornfully  to  the  t<*rms 
in  which  the  Local  Government  Bill  for 
Ireland  is  alluded  to  in  tho  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  It  apf  <*ars  to  mo  that 
in  all  the  right  hon.  (rentlenian*s  re- 
marks he,  for  Mime  reason  be^t  known  to 
himself,  mixed  up  the  question  of  local 
government,  as  we  should  consider  the 
moaning  of  the  term,  with  local  govern- 
ment in  Ireland  as  hon.  Members  oppoeite 
would  oonsider  the  meaning  of  the  term. 
And  be  aeemed  to  imagine  that  it  was 
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never  in  the  power,  or  that  it  waa  ever 
in  the  mind,  or  that  it  had  ever  been  in 
tho  dreams  of  any  Member  of  the  Tory 
Party  to  propose  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons any  measure  that,  by  any  possi- 
bility, could  be  considered  to  contain 
any  germ  of  any  institution  which  might 
in  time  possibly  develop  into  an  Irish 
Parliament.  It  may  bo  possible  hon. 
Members  may  think  us  wrong  in  that 
conclusion ;  but  that,  I  venture  to  say, 
is  the  unanimous  and  united  conclusion 
of  the  Tory  Party.  Therefore,  I  do  not 
wish  Irish  ^lembers,  nor  Members  of 
the  Liberal  Party  opposite,  to  imagine 
that,  even  if  other  circumstances  were 
favourable  for  the  purpose,  any  Local 
Government  Bill  for  Ireland  which  the 
Government  might  wish  to  introduce 
and  carry  would  contain  anytliing  which 
would  come  within  any  measurable  dis- 
tance of  that  which  I  believe  to  be  tho 
object  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork — the  institution  of  an  Irish  Par- 
liament, on  which  the  Irish  poople  and 
Party  are  supposed  to  have  set  their 
hearts.  It  would  be  the  wish  of  the 
Government,  as  I  believe  I  may  say  it 
would  bo  the  ambition  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  be  able  to  introduce  into  Ire- 
land— if  only  peace  and  order  prevailed 
in  that  coantry,  and  the  same  state  of 
law  and  general  acceptance  of  obliga- 
tions that  prevails  in  England— a  local 
government  as  similar  as  possible  to  any 
institution  of  the  kind  introduced  into 
this  country,  believing  that  the  great 
principle  of  the  LegiHlative  L'niDn  is 
similarity  of  institutions  in  England  and 
Ireland.  That,  at  any  rate,  I  take  to 
be  the  view  of  the  matter  taken  bv  the 
Tory  Party.  Circumstances  may  prevent 
that  similarity  from  being  attained  as 
rapidly  as  could  be  wished;  but  simi- 
larity of  institutions  and  equal  laws  is 
tho  foundation  of  the  Union  which  wo 
intend  absolut^^ly  to  maintain.  I  do  n>t 
know  whether,  in  the  course  of  time,  a 
change  may  come  over  Ireland  which 
may  }K)s«iibly  encourage  the  Government 
to  pref^s  forward  upon  the  attention  of 
Patliament  a  measure  such  I  have  de- 
scribed ;  but  this  I  will  say — that  the 
present  state  of  Ireland  is  not,  in  tho 
opinion  of  Her  Maji>sty's  Government, 
one  which  would  bo  favourable  for  tho 
consideration  of  a  measure  for  establish- 
ing local  government.  A  measure  is 
under  consideration — many  of  its  lead- 
ing featores  may  have  been  determined 
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«^bal  the  time  for  the  introduction  of 
that  measttre  has  not  yet  come,  and  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  will  come  ;  but 
I  hope  that  it  may,  and  I  believe  that 
the  introduction  of  a  meanure  of  local 
giiremmont  for  Ireland  by  tho  present 
llinistrj  will^  when  it  comes,  be  a  con- 
»pieiiott«  sign  that  peace  and  order  pre- 
Tail  in  that  country.  That,  Sir,  is  the 
▼i«*w  wo  take  of  tho  po»ition  of  affairs 
in  Ireland.  We  cannot  conceal  from 
uttrtelres  that  the  state  of  ^things  is 
not  Mich  as  to  justify  tho  OoTernment  in 
lieginning  immediately  to  discuss  the 

?Uf-»tion  of  local  government.  Tho 
'nion  between  the  two  countries  which 
the  Oovemment  intend  to  do  their  best 
to  maintain,  whether  in  Opposition  or  in 
|.4)wer,  is  not  a  Taguo  phrase,  such  as  is 
U9ed  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  when 
they  talk  about  the  '*  unity  and  inte- 
grity of  the  Empire,"  and  their  burning 
aad  intense  desire  to  maintain  that 
1*nion  equally  with  ourselves.  But 
when  we  talk  of  maintaining  the  Union 
!m  tween  Kngland  and  Ireland,  we  mean 
th«  maintenance  of  the  Parliamentary 
Tnion  as  established  by  the  Act  of  1800, 
and  nothing  short  of  that.  It  is  possible 
that  thesi«  words  may  produce  feelings 
r>f  anger  or  of  hostility  amongst  the  Ko* 
pr«eentatiTee  of  Radical  fettling  in  this 
<  •  'autry  and  among«^t  Keprvsentatives  of 
Iri^h  fe<fling  over  the  Channel ;  but  they 
ar«  words  which  must  be  said.  They 
ar«-  not  said  with  any  malice;  they  are 
nut  said,  I  can  say  from  my  heart,  from 
any  other  fueling  than  that  of  the  truest 
fn<>nd»hip  for  Ireland,  and  the  most 
••ameet  and  intenso  de.iire  to  promote 
h«r  prosperity.  But  they  are  words 
whicn  represent  the  unshaken,  the  im- 
movable conviction  of  the  whole  body  of 
th<«  Tory  Party  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Knglnnd ;  aud  I  finiily 
Wlieve  myself  that  they  are  words  which 
vili  before  long  uiiite  the  vast  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  '*That 
tho  iHybate  be  now  adjourned/'^— (1/r. 
SriUm^^ — put,  and  M^rnd  U. 

I^ebate  Mdj^mtn^i  till  Te-sieiroir. 

Hoess  ftdjoumcd  at  ten  minatcs 
■fiar  Ooe  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF     LOBDS, 
Friday y  22nd  January ^  1886. 


Several  Lords^took  tho  Oath. 

BURMAH—  MILITAUY   EXECUTIONS— 

THE  PROVOST  MARSHAL. 

OBSBRVATIOyS.        QUESTION. 

The  Marqcess  of  RIPON:  My 
Lords,  I  riso  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  a  Question  of 
which  I  have  given  him  private  Notice. 
It  relates  to  certain  statements  which  ap- 
peared in  jTAtf  Times  yesterday  from  its 
Correspondent  at  Mandalay.  laefore  pro- 
ceeding to  read  the  statements,  I  desire 
to  say  that,  by  asking  this  Question,  I 
do  not  in  the  slightest  degree  imply 
any  opinion  on  my  part  as  to  their  cor- 
rectnoi»8.  Thoy  affect  very  seriously  tho 
character  of  a  public  officer,  the  Provost 
Marshal  in  Burmah.  I  do  not  know 
who  this  officer  is ;  but  the  conduct  attri- 
buted to  him  appears  to  me  to  be  so 
unworthy  of  a  British  officer  that  I  feel 
great  confidence  in  expressing  the  sin- 
cere hope  that  these  statements  will 
ultimately  turn  out  to  be  inaccurate.  It 
is  quite  as  much  in  the  interests  of  the 
officer  himself,  as  with  a  view  of  putting 
a  stop  to  such  proceedings,  if  unfortu- 
nately they  are  correctly  reported,  that 
I  put  this  Question.  I  will  read  the 
statements  as  they  appear  in  Ths  TYsim 
of  yesterday,  and  I  am  sorry  to  add  that 
with  respect  to  tho  first  of  them  further 
confirmation  appears  to-day  in  other 
papers.  The  extract  from  2^e  Timet  to 
which  I  refer  is  as  follows : — 

"Th.>  Ror.  Mr.  Colb*>ok,  tho  r<*nrc«ontative 
in  Manrlulay  of  Iho  S.>ritty  for  tho  i'n>pa»n^tion 
of  the  (i  >i«i>«],  hai  adJrtftjtrd  a  pu1»Iic  prut'nt  to 
tho  ( 'hi<-f  ('c>ininiii.<«ion(  r  Afr^inst  a  n*cont  attempt 
by  tho  rrovo«t  M.ir^hal  to  pror-uro  testimony 
afrainfft  othrr  iirnnns  fn^m  a  Bannan  whilo  ho 
waj  covf  ri'il  by  tho  pn tinted  rifles  of  a  firing 
party.  Mr.  C«»llKok,  who  hns  lung  been  resi- 
dent'in  Dunnah,  diK'lares  that  such  proceedings 
cannot  fail  to  bring  shame  and  discredit  uiK>n 
our  name,  natitm,  and  religion.  Tho  ghastly 
scenes  which  constantly  recur  in  executions 
carried  out  by  tho  Provost  Marshal  constituto 
graro  public  scandals.  Tho  Provost  Marshal* 
who  is  an  ardent  amateur  photographer,  is  de- 
sirous of  securing  views  of  the  persons  executed 
at  the  preciss  moment  whnn  they  are  stmck  by 
the  bullets.  To  secure  this  result,  after  the 
orders  *  Keady/  '  Present,*  have  been  given  to 
the  firing  party,  ths  FioToat  Uardul  fixes  his 
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camera  on  the  prisoners,  who  at  timrs  arc  krpt  moment^  which  will  enable  QB  to  say 

waiting  for  some  minutes  in  that  position.  The  whether  these  aocountB  are  varnished  or 
officer  comnmnding  the  firing  party  is  then  di.         ^      rpj^  y^     j^^  ^^  Secretary  of 

rccted  hy  the  Provost  Marshal  to  give  th ft  order  .,.   .     -      t   j-  •  •   ^  a\.^ 1^ 

to  fire  kt  the  moment  when  he  expos,  a  his  .State  for  India,  recogmzing  the  concem 

plate.  So  far  no  satisfaetory  nr  native  has  been  which  no  doubt  the  public  feel  alike 
obtained,  and  the  expcrimonta  are  likely  to  be  with  the  Qovemment  On  this  question, 
continued.    These  proceedings  take  placr  before    j^^g  despatched  telezrams  to  Lord  Duf- 

t:^:!S^^JSS^'o^t^^^  f«'l?  •^-'^  Mr  Bem^d  requesting  infor- 

and  spectators."  mation  upon  the  matter,  and  asking  that 

1  ^  strict  and  searching  inquiiy  be  mado 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  noble  Lord  i^^^q  ^^^  matter.  Aa  soon  as  this  infor- 
opposite,  and  all  your  Lordships  who  nation  i»  obtained,  I  shall  have  great 
have  heard  or  read  these  statements,  will  pleasure  in  informing  the  noble  Mar- 
agree  with  me  that  the  proceedings  attri-  quoss.  With  respect  to  what  he  has 
buted  to  the  Provost  Marshal  are  very  out-  stated  as  to  court  martials  being  held  in 
rageous,  and  deserve  serious  reprobation.  Burmah,  I  would  deprecate  any  discus- 
Although  I  think  it  very  unlikely  that  gjo^  ^t  the  present  moment,  and  until 
the  noble  Lord  will  be  able  to  give  me  ^^j  ^ayg  further  information  about 
any  positive  information  on  the  subject  them. 

just  now,  I  earnestly   trust   that  my  The  Eabl  of  KIMBEBLEY suggested 

noble  Friend  will  make  inquiry  without  that,  as  Papers  were  about  to  be  pre- 

delay  into  the  truth  of  these  allegations,  gented  on  the  subject  of  Burmah,   it 

so  that  if  they  are  inaccurate,  the  cha-  ^onld  be  as  well  that  they  should  be 

racter  of  this  oflBcer  may  be  cleared,  as  accompanied  with  a  map  of  the  coun- 

I  trust  it  will ;  but  if,  unhappily,  they  try. 

turn  out  to  be  correct,  that  measures  Loi^^  HABRIS  said,  he  would  make 

may  bo  taken  not  only  to  put  a  stop  to  inquiries  as  to  that, 
those  proceedings,   but  to  mark  in  a 

most  sipial  manner  the  sentiments  of  gi^  WILLIAM  ROSE,  K.C.B.,  L-VTE 

Her  Majesty  s  Govemmont  with  regard  ^LERK  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT, 
to  them.     There  is  one  other  matter  to 

which    I    wish    to  refer.     One  would  resolvtiox. 

gather  from  those  statements  that  a  con-  The    Marquess    of    SALISBURY  : 

siderable  number  of  persons  are,  at  the  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  perfornl  a  sorrowful 

present  time,  being  tried  by  court  mar-  duty.     It  is  to  move — 

tial   and  exivuted  in  Burmah.     I  will  •*  That  this  House  is  deeply  sensilile  of  tho 

venture  to   suj^gost  to  the  noble  Lord  loss  which  they  have  su^taiof  d  by  the  dt  ath  of 

opposite  that  he  should  very  seriously  *^irWUliam  Rofie,  KX'.U..  the  late  Clerk  of  t ho 

coHMder  to  ;rhat  extent  there  i.  lo^al  ^n^nrih^ir'  l^^'^'tfTJ^..^ 
warrant  for  trying  persons  within  Her  abilities.  diUguncc,  and  integrity  with  which 
Maje<(ty*s  Dominions  who  are  not  under  ho  executed  his  important  duties  in  that  and 
the  Mutiny  Acts.  Burmah  has  now  been  other  offices  in  the  service  of  this  House  during 
annexed,  and  is  a  part  of  Iler  Majesty's  *  P<^"°^  ^^  ^^  years,'' 
Dominions.  I  do  not  wish  to  express  a  My  Lords,  I  have  but  little  to  add  to 
positive  opinion  on  that  subject  at  pre*  the  terms  of  the  Motion.  The  Iom  of 
sent ;  but  it  is,  I  think,  worthy  of  the  Sir  William  Rose  has  been  regretted,  I 
careful  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  think,  by  all  in  this  Ilouse.  There  are 
Government.  very  few  of  us  who  have  bt-en  here  loi.g 

The  UNDEK  SPZCRCTARY  of  enough  to  remember  the  time  when  Sir 
STATE  (Lord  Hareis)  :  My  Lords,  in  William  Rose  was  not  at  this  Tablf . 
reply  to  the  noble  Marrjuess  opposite  His  manner  and  kindness  to  all  the 
vthe  Marque*«4  of  lilion^,  I  have  to  say  Members  of  this  House  are  well  known, 
that  Her  Miij«*bty's  Government  hav<»  He  was  laborious  and  careful  and  exart 
read  with  tho  greatest  toucem  the  in  his  duties.  He  possessed  a  profound 
account  of  TV.^*  ItmeM  Com-<*i»ond<ut  at  knowledge  of  the  precedents  of  this 
Mandalay  with  respect  to  these  execu*  House,  and  of  our  customary  law ;  and 
tions,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  he  was  able  to  render  services  to  the 
have  been  conducted.  We  have  no  in-  Members  of  this  House  in  that  capacity 
formation,     however,    at   the    preeont  which  we  specially  require.    Owing  to 

Tk4  Jfarfum  p/  Bipom  < 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 
Frida^fy  22nd  January y  1886. 


185  Sir  WittiamIUm^K.C.B.^  {Jahuaby23,  1886}  late  Chrko/theParliawmk.  186 

the  fact  that  our  Speaker  does  not  pos* 
•CM  aathority  OTer  us,  and  that  the  die- 
poeal  of  all  Order  in  this  House  is  imme- 
diately the  work  of  the  House  itself,  an 
authority  like  that,  able  and  willing  to 
famish  us  with  guidance,  was  of  ines- 
timAble  value.  My  Lords,  I  feel  that  I 
am  only  expressing  the  opinion  enter* 
tained  by  all  Peers  in  this  House,  on 
whichever  side  of  the  House  they  may 
sit,  of  the  deep  loss  we  have  sustained 
Itv  the  death  of  Sir  AVilliam  Rose. 

'The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  my  noble  Friend  (Earl  Granville) 
alluded  last  night  in  a  touching  manner 
to  the  lo9s  we  have  experienced  by  the 
death  of  Sir  William  Rose.  I  only  rise 
fi»r  tho  purpose  of  saying  how  heartily  I 
concur  in  every  word  that  has  fallen 
from  the  nobU'  Marquess.  I  have  known 
Sir  William  Rose  for  very  many  years, 
both  in  his  public  and  private  capacity  ; 
and  anyone  more  obligmg,  more  atten- 
tiro  to  his  duties,  or  more  anxious  to 
awst  everyone  to  obtain  information,  I 
think  none  of  us  have  ever  known.  The 
Ilouse  has  sustained  a  very  severe  loss 
hy  the  death  of  Sir  William  Rose,  and 
I  am  sure  that  noble  Lords  will  concur 
In  every  word  that  has  fallen  from  the 
noble  Marquess.  I  beg  to  second  the 
Motion. 


jr«ff«^  to  rMolre,  **  That  this  Hoom)  is  deeply 
•rcMibls  oi  the  loM  which  they  hsre  tastsinod 
hy  the  desth  of  Sir  WUlism  Rose,  K.(\D.,  the 
Uie  Clerfc  of  the  Parliaments,  and  think  it 
ffiffht  to  record  the  jiut  eenee  which  they  enter- 
tain of  tho  seal,  ability,  diligence,  and  integrity 
with  which  he  ezecated  hie  important  duties  in 
thai  aad  other  ottcee  in  the  eervioe^of  this 
Hows  dving  a  period  of  60  yean.**— (TiU 


Thb  EjlmXs  op  limerick  said,  he 
df'siredt  on  behalf  of  the  younger  and 
private  Members  of  the  House,  to  ex- 
pnws  their  deep  sense  of  the  assistance 
which  was  invariably  so  kindly  and 
<onstantly  rendered  to  them  by  Sir 
William  Aose. 

Motion  tffrW  U,  n^mint  dUtentienU. 

noose  adjonmed  at  a  quarter  before 

PIto  o'clock,  to  Monday  next,  a 

quarter  paet  Fuur  o'clock. 


MINUTES.)  — Public  Bills  —  J?mo/»#/iow  in 
Committse— Ordered — FirM(  liea'iiHg — Charch 

of  Scothnd  *  [0] ;  Li  con  si  nf^  Laws  Amend- 
ment r  Ix)ral  CVmlrol)  •  [35J ;  Burial  Law 
Amendment*  t4o] ;  SpiriU  in  Bond  (dreat 
BritAin  and  Ireland)  •  [52];  Oaths*  [64]; 
Liquor  Traffic  Ix)cal  Veto  (SootUnd}  •  [72]. 
Ord$r(d'-Fir»t  Readiny  —  Land  Law  (Ireland) 
Act  (18S1)  Amendment*  [1];  County  (»o- 
vcrnmcnt  (Ireland)  •  [2] :  Polico  Forces  Kn- 
franchisement  *  [3] ;  Church  Patronaf^^o  * 
[4];  Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland)*  [5]; 
Public  Health  Acts  (Improvement  Expenses)* 
[7] ;  Parliamentary  Elections  (Uotumioff 
Officers  Expenses)  (Ireland)*  [8];  Municipal 
Franchise  (Ireland)*  [91;  Ijabonrers  (Ire- 
land) Acts  Amendment*  [10];  Tenure  of 
Town  Houses  (Ireland)*  [11];  National 
School  Trachcrs  (Ireland]*  [12];  Re^stra- 
tion  of  Voters  (Irt»land)*  [13];  University 
Education  (Ireland)  *  [14] ;  Salmon  IfMshoriee 
(IreUnd>*  [15];  ButUT  Hubstitutes*  [16]; 
Crofters  (Scotland)  *  [17] ;  Technical  Educa- 


(21  ];  Private  Bill  I^^tci-hition  *  [22];  Bounda- 
ries of  Towns( Inland; *[23]  ;  Parliamentary 
Elections  ^I 
People  Act 
Enfranchisement 
IJquors  on  Sunday*  [27] ;  Police  ('onstables* 
Pensions  •  [2rt^ ;  Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours 
(IrelandJ*  [21)];  Trees  (Ireland)*  J301; 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Firo  Brif?ado 
ExjM.nses)*  [31] ;  Tobacco  (Ireland)  *  [32'  ; 
C<mt«flrious  I)i'»eftf*es  Acts  Repeal*  [33]; 
Metrt>]H)Htan  Board  of  Works  ( W  nter  Supply, 
Afc.)  •  [31] ;  Fairs  and  Markets  (Toll.)  (Ire- 
land) •  r:iti] ;  Quarter  Bissions  (Boroughs)  * 
'37\  tenure  of  Und  (Scotland)*  [38]; 
Vn.bation  of  First  Offenders*  "39] ;  Port  and 
Harbour  Authorities*  140]:  Land  Purchase 
Fatililios*  [4l];  Hites  for  Schools.  Ac.  (Ire- 
land) •  (42  J ;  LandlMpl's  Ui^ht  of  Distress 
AUihtion  •*  [43]  ,  M'trop-hlan  Board  of 
Works  'Theatres,  kO*  [\\\\  Explinivo 
Sub«tan''t^  Act  (Ih*^3'  Amendment*  [101; 
Bankruptrr  (In-landj*  ''47];  I-and  (High- 
lands and'lsUn^ls)*  U"^/.  Marriage  with  a 
Deceased  Wife's  Slater*  [49 j ;  Marriages 
^Noncmft-rmiit  ('hiiiK»l«)*;oOj ;  Be<»r  Adul- 
teration *  [ul  1 ;  Allotments  and  Snail  Hold- 
injjs*  [.>3  •.  Church  Boards*  [54];  Mining 
L<aM^  *  [oo] ;  Shop  Houw  Regulation  *  [o6); 


Amendment*  '01];  Marriages  (H< 
S«>lemni«tion) ^  jr>2] ;  Titho  lUnt - Chargo 
(Extnordinary)  Kcdtmption  *  [63];  Tithe 
Rent-Charge  Amendment  •  [65] ;  Beer  Adul- 
toratioa  (No.  3;  •[66];  Workhooie  Children* 
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[67];   Tarbary  Monntain  Graziiig  and  Sea 
Wn 
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'rack  (Iroland)  •  [681 ;  Theatres,  ftc.  (Me* 
tropolia)  *  [69] ;  Parliaioentary  Franchise 
(Extension  to  Women)  *  [701 ;  Land  Cultiva- 
tion  •  [711 ;  FiaheTjr  Acta  (Scotland)  •  [73J ; 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
(Durham)  *  [74] ;  Municipal  Franchise  (Ire* 
land)  (No.  2)  •  [76] ;  Employers*  Liability 
Act  (1880)  Amendment  (No.  2)  •  [76]; 
Unclaimed  Deposits*  [77];  Tramways  Acts 
(Ireland)  Amendment  *  178];  Ecclesiastical 
AsKCssmcnts  (Scotland)  *  17^1 ;  Sanitation  of 
Houses*  [80]  :  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
(Keeping  of  Firewood)  •[81]:  Parliamentary 
Elections  •  [82] ;  Land  Tenure  and  Transfer* 
[83J ;  Parliamentary  Elections  (Returning 
Officers*  Expenses)  (Scotland)  •  [84]. 

QUESTIONS. 


ARMY— THE  TESTING   OF  SIDE- 
ARMS. 

CoLoxEL  8ALI8-8CHWABE  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
ddearms,  more  especially  Caralry  swords, 
used  to  bo  and  are  now  subjected  to  a 
test  by  a  viewer  or  official  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department  before  issue,  and 
whether  each  Cavalry  sword  or  other 
sidearm  used  to  be  and  is  marked,  so 
that  the  viewer  who  passed  it  fit  for  use 
can  be  identified  ;  and,  whether  several 
sidearms,  especially  Cavalry  swords, 
have,  within  the  last  three  years,  been 
found,  after  issue  to  Her  Majesty's 
troops,  to  be  unable  to  stand  the  tost 
which  they  should  have  undergone  be- 
fore issue;  and,  if  that  be  the  case, 
whether  the  viewers  or  officials  of  the 
Ordnance  Department  who  passed  such 
sidearms  are  stiU  employed  in  the  public 
service? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  n.  SmitiO  :  All  sidearms,  including 
Cavalry  swords,  are  and  have  been  sub- 
jected to  a  test  by  a  viewer  before  issue 
to  troops;  and  every  arm  so  tefrted  is 
marked  in  such  a  manner  that  the  viewer 
by  whom  it  has  been  passed  can  bi* 
identified.  No  sidearms  have  been  found 
within  the  lafet  three  years  unable  to 
withstand,  after  issue  to  the  troops,  the 
tests  to  which  they  should  have  been 
and  were  subjected  before  issue.  It  is>, 
however,  to  bo  observed  that  a  far  more 
severe  tost  of  fitness  than  that  hitherto 
adopted  officially  has  recently  been  ap- 
plied to  sidearms  in  the  possession  of 
the  troops ;  and,  I  may  add,  the  future 
standard  of  efficiency  at  the  time  of  issue 
will  be  regulated  by  this  more  6tringent 
trial 


BURMAH— MILITARY  EXECUTIONS— 
THE  PROVOST  MARSHAL. 

Dr.  CAMERON  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  Whether  his  atten* 
tion  has  been  called  to  the  following 
paragraph  contained  in  a  telegraphic 
despatch  dated  Mandalay,  January  19thy 
published  in  Th$  Time*  of  the  21st 
inst. : — 

**  The  g:ha8tly  scenes  tvhich  constantly  recur 
in  cxecutiona  carried  out  by  the  Provost  Mar« 
shal  constitute  grave  public  scandals.  Tho 
Provost  3ilarshal,  who  is  an  ardent  amateur 
photopjaphcr,  is  desirous  of  securing  views  of 
the  persons  executed  at  the  precise  moment 
when  they  are  struck  by  the  bullets.  To  secure 
this  result,  after  the  orders,  *  Iteady,*  *  Present,' 
have  been  given  to  the  firing  party,  the  Provost 
Mnrshal  fixes  his  camera  on  the  prisoners,  who 
at  times  are  kej>t  waitinc^  for  some  minutes  in 
that  position.  Tho  officer  commanding^  th<i 
firing?  party  is  then  directed  by  the  Provost 
Marshal  to  give  the  order  to  fire  at  the  moment 
when  he  exposes  his  plute  ;  " 

and  I  whether  in  view  of  Ths  Timei  cor- 
respondent's declaration  that 

*'  So  far  no  satisfactory  negatives  having  been 
obtained  the  experiments  are  likely  to  be  con* 
Unucd," 

he  will  telegraph  to  the  authorities  in 
India  calling  their  attention* to  the  alle- 
gation with  a  view,  if  it  be  found  to  be 
true,  to  the  immediate  suppression  of 
the  practice  and  the  prosecution  of  the 
Provost  Marshal  ? 

Mr,  JUSTIN  IIUNTLYM'CABTIIY 
apked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
If  there  is  any  truth  in  the  following 
statement  from  TAe  TS'mesot  January  21st, 
respecting  certain  executions  in  Bur* 
moh: — 

**  The  frhastly  scenes  which  constantly  recur 
in  executions  carried  out  by  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal constitute  grave  public  scandals.  The 
Pruvost  ^larsihal,  who  u  an  ardent  amateur 
photo|n^pher,  is  desirous  of  securing  views  of 
the  pt  r«uns  executed  at  the  itrecisc  moment 
when  they  are  struck  by  the  buftt-ts.  To  secure 
the  result,  after  the  orders,  *  l^»ady,*  •  Present/ 
have  b«n  uivcn  to  the  firing  r*rty,  tho  Provost 
Mamhal  ilxi'S  his  camert  on  the  prisoners,  who 
at  timf«  nn*"  kept  waiting  for  some  minutes  in 
th-it  jMiMtion.  'Jlio  oflioer  commanding  tho 
lirinp  pirty  is  then  directed  by  the  Pruv(»«t 
Marbhal  tu  f;ivc  the  onlcr  to  fire  at  tho  moment 
whtn  h'*  ex|><>Si'S  his  plnte ;  *' 

and,  if  so,  whether  the  Government  have 
taken  or  intend  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter  ? 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  There 
is  an  urgent  quei^tion  arising  out  of  this 
— namely,  whither  at  the  present  time 
questions  of  life  and  death  in  Upp<T 
iittniiali  are  under  the  control  of  tho 
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Chittf  GitU  AQthoritjr  (Mr.  Bernard)  or 
whether  the  military  authorities  are 
allowed  to  exerciee  any  sort  of  uncon- 
tn»lled  martial  law  ? 

Tub  secretary  of  STATE  (Lord 
1\  tsTr^iLftt  Ctirm hill)  :  I  am  not  quite 
r«>rtain  whether  the  Civil  Authorities  in 
I  'pper  Burmah  have  hitherto  superseded 
tho  Military  Authorities ;  but  when  Mr. 
lW*mard  went  up  to  Mandalaj,  in  the 
abeence  of  General  Prendergast,  on  the 
t*xp^(]iti(in  to  Bhamo,  I  was  then  under 
th**  impn^ssion  that  Civil  government  hnd 
r*v>mm«*n(*tHl,  in  Mandalay  at  any  rate. 
1*  it  Mnco  Mr.  Bernard's  departure  from 
Mandalay  and  General  Prendergast's 
r«  turn,  I  am  not  quite  sure  what  would 
be  the  precise  relation  between  the  Civil 
Authorities  and  the  Military  Aathoritios. 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy 
Sir  George  Campbell)  will  repeat  the 
Uuf'stton  on  Monday  I  will  try  to  ascer- 
tain in  the  meantime.  In  reply  to  the 
hoo.  Members  for  Glasgow  and  Newry, 
I  may  say  I  am  not  surprised  that  both 
hon.  Members  should  have  thought  it 
their  duty  to  put  Questions  on  the  very 
zrave  and  startling  information  which 
f  >r  two  days  running  has  been  given  to 
the  public  by  The  Timu  Correspondent 
at  Mandalay.  I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
>M-lieve  that  any  officer  wearing  the 
ti  uvea's  uniform  would  have  allowed 
himself  to  perpetrate  actions  which 
r^M^  would  have  disgraced  the  officers 
f>f  KmgTheebaw.  I  cannot  bring  mysolf 
to  believe  that  there  is  any  portion  of 
truth  IB  this  announcement ;  but  when 
th««  announcement  of  the  proccodings  of 
the  IVovost  Marshal  at  Mandalay  an- 
I>«Hm^  in  Ths  TflWf  of  to-day,  I  thought 
It  ray  duty  to  telegraph  to  the  Viceroy  to 
amtiain  the  exact  foundation  for  these 
^riooa  allegations.  And  I  did  moro 
than  that— I  departed,  I  believe,  from 
the  established  practice.  In  onl<'r  that 
n*>  time  might  be  lost,  I  sent  a  similar 
t'-legmm  direct  to  the  Chief  Commin. 
«ioii«r  at  Mandalay.  I  truAt  most 
rameatly  that  it  may  turn  out  that  theho 
allegations  are  not  well  foundc  d  ;  but  I 
have  instructed  the  Chief  C  >mmt»<)ioner 
at  Mandalay,  on  my  own  authority,  that 
if.  in  any  degree,  thene  allegations  are 
true,  the  gravest  and  most  immediate 
artion  miisl  be  taken  against  the  officer 

I>B.  CAMERON:  I  shall  in  a  few 
daya  aak  if  anr  reply  has  been  received 
by  the  Boble  Lord. 


INDIA  (FIXANCE,  &c.)— INCOME  TAX. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  it  is  true  that  the  Financial 
Minister  for  India  has  proposed,  with 
the  approval  of  tho  Viceroy,  a  graduated 
Income  or  Licenso  Tax ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Govemniont  has  offered 
any  ohjootion  to  this  pniposal  ? 

The  SECRKTAKY  ok  STATE  (Lord 
RANDOLPn  CiiVRfiiiLL) :  I  have  some 
difficulty  in  answering  the  Question  of 
the  right  hon.  Crcntleman.  I  do  not 
quite  know  what  ho  precisely  moans  by 
a  graduated  Income  Tax.  As  far  as  I 
can  gather,  he  has  been  careful  to  leave 
not  only  his  opponents,  but  also  his  pos- 
sible Colleagues,  in  a  state  of  the  utmost 
uncertainty  on  this  point;  and,  there- 
fore, I  can  only  answer  his  Question  by 
telling  him  what  the  Indian  Income  Tax 
proposed  by  the  Government  is,  and 
leave  him  to  draw  his  own  conclusions 
as  to  whether  it  comes  up  to  his  own 
idea  of  a  graduated  Income  Tax.  Tho 
draft  Bill  of  the  Qovemment  of  India, 
which  has  now  passed  through  two 
stages  in  the  Legislative  Council,  pro- 
vides that  non-agricultural  incomes  shall 
be  taxi>d,  and  tho  sources  are  classi6ed 
nnder  four  heads  —  offices,  profits  of 
Companies,  interest  on  securities,  and 
other  sources.  The  rate  of  Income  Tax 
\H  five  pice  a  rupee,  which,  I  believe,  in 
English  money  is  a  littlo  under  id.  in 
Iff.  6</.,  on  incomes  of  2,000  rupi>es  per 
annum  and  upwards;  and,  roughly, 
4  pice  on  incomes  under  2,000  mpoes. 
There  are  certain  exceptions — namely, 
Incomes  derived  from  land  or  ag^cul* 
ture,  charities,  soldiers  with  pay  under 
500  rupees  a  month.  Government  offi- 
cials with  salaries  under  100  rupees  a 
month,  also  all  persons  with  a  total  income 
of  less  than  «>0()  rupoes  per  annum.  In 
cafits  <'f  inc>)m(»$  derived  under  the 
fourth  h<Md  of  **  other  sources,"  incomes 
under  2,000  rupees  per  annum  are  as- 
6<'^sed  in  six  grades,  rising  from  500 
rupees  to  2,000  rupeos.  The  approval 
of  the  Sceretary  of  State  in  Council 
has  been  given  to  the  Bill.  This 
iH  all  the  information  I  can  give  to 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  upon 
that,  no  doubt|  he  will  form  his  own 
conoiosions. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN: 
The  noble  Lord  has  not  answered  the 
last  portion  of  the  Question. 
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LoM)  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Of  oourae,  the  Indian  Budget  has  not 
oome  before  the  GoTemment  as  a  whole; 
but  the  approTal  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  Council  has  been  giren  to  the 
Bill,  the  heads  of  which  I  have  stated 
to  the  House. 


of  tlis  SwM, 
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CHINA— THE  REPORTED  LOAN. 

Mb.  MCLAREN  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  ho  can  give  any  information 
respecting  the  truth  of  the  rumours  that 
a  Chinese  Loan  is  being  negotiated  by  a 
foreign  syndicate  in  Germany  for  the 
construction  of  Railways  in  China;  whe- 
ther any  inducements  have  been  offered 
by  Her  Majesty's  Goyemment  to  the 
Chinese  Goyemment  to  raise  their  loans 
for  public  works  in  the  London  Money 
Market ;  and,  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Goyemment  haye  taken  any  steps  to 
secure  for  British  manufacturers  all 
contracts  for  Railway  material  required 
by  China  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Bourke)  :  We  haye  heard 
the  rumour  referred  to  by  the  hen.  Mem- 
ber ;  but  we  haye  no  means  of  knowing 
whether  any  loan  will  be  brought  out  by 
the  Syndicate  in  question.  The  atten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Charged'  Affaires 
at  Pekin  has,  howeyer,  been  called  to 
the  subject.  It  would  be  altogether 
contrary  to  the  usual  practice  of  the 
British  Goyemment  to  interfere  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  of 
China  may  see  fit  to  raise  loans.  Her 
Majesty's  Goyemment  will,  if  the  occa- 
sion arises,  be  ready  to  give  such  assist- 
ance as  they  can  properly  afford  in 
support  of  British  manufacturing  and 
commercial  interests  in  China ;  but  they 
could  not  take  the  steps  suggested  in 
the  third  clause  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Quofttion. 

Mil.  M'LAREN :  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
lays  down  the  principle  that  the  Goyem  • 
ment  will,  in  no  circumstances,  inter- 
f(*re  with  foreiffn  Goyemments  on 
behalf  of  Eoglish  commerce  in  com- 
petition with  the  commerce  of  other 
coontries  ? 

Ma.  BOURKE:  I  said  just  the  re- 
verse*. I  said  ^the  Gbveroment  would 
always  bo  yery  glad  to  give  such  support 
as  may  properly  be  ^iven  to  gentlemen 
engaged  in  commercial  affairs. 


BURUAH— THE  CHINESE  GOVERN- 

MENT. 

Mb.  M'LAREX  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  any  representations  have  been 
made  by  the  Chinese  Goyemment  to  Her 
Majesty's  Goyemment  respecting  the 
annexation  of  Burmah  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Boukke)  :  I  have  to  say 
that  Her  Majesty's  GoTcmment  are  in 
communication  with  the  Government  of 
China  with  respect  to  Burmese  affairs. 
The  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  it  is 
thought  advisable,  in  the  interests  of  the 
public,  that  those  communications  should 
be  made  known. 

IRELAND—"  BOYCOTTIXO  "— ALLEliEO 

OUTRAGE. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  gave 
Notice  that  ho  would  ask  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  true,  as 
stated  on  the  occasion  of  a  deputation  to 
Lord  Salinbury,  that  a  boycotted  woman 
in  Ireland  was  held  down  by  her  neigh- 
bours, while  a  dog  gnawed  her  legs; 
and,  if  true,  whether  any  persons  have 
been  arrested  for  the  outrage  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  ELart  Dtke)  said,  that  this 
statement  referred  to  a  very  horrible  and 
serious  outrage  if  it  really  occurred.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  if  it  had  occurred  it 
had  already  come  under  the  cognizanoo 
of  the  authorities  in  Ireland.  He  had 
taken  steps  to  make  inquiries,  and  had  no 
doubt  his  hon.  Friend  would  get  the  in- 
formation he  sought. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  said, 
he  would  repeat  the  Question  on  Monday. 

Ma.  HEALY:  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  when  this  Question  is  asked  I  shall 
ask  the  Home  Secretary,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  action  of 
an  Eoglish  lady  who  tied  a  little  child, 
aged  two,  to  a  chair  before  a  fire  and 
slowly  roasted  her  to  death  ? 

PARLIAMEKT  —  BUSIXESS     OF     THE 

IlOUbE— INTRODUCTION  OP 

PUBLIC  BILLS. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COWEN  drew  atton- 
tion  to  the  fact  that,  at  the  cIuao  of  the 
debate  on  the  Address,  the  introduction 
of  Bills  would  occupy  some  three  hours ; 
and  he  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether  the  debate  could  bo 
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doaed  at  a  reMcmable  hour,  so  that 
Uamben  interested  in  the  Bills  mi^ht 
hare  an  opportunity  of  introducing 
them? 

Thm  chancellor  or  the  EXCHE- 
(if  *ER,  in  reply,  said,  that  they  might, 
p«»rbaps,  be  able  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment which  would  be  oonrenient  to  the 
boa.  Member  if  it  were  possible  to  close 
the  general  debate  on  the  Address  that 
erening,  and  take  the  first  Amendment 
apoQ  it  on  Monday. 

Ma.  JOSEPH  COWEN  said,  what 
he  meant  wa9,  that  when  the  debate 
dosed  it  should  be  at  a  reasonable  hour, 
M^  10  o'clock,  so  that  hon.  Membors 
might  hare  an  opportunity  of  introducing 
their  Bills. 

ORDER   OF  TEE  DAY. 


ADnR£5vS    IX   ANSWER   TO    HKR    MA. 

JKSTV'8  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

ADJoraXU)   DEBATB.     [flE(\)XD   XIOIIT.] 

<  Ifder  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
1  debate  on  Question  [2l6t  January.] — 
S««page92.J 

Qnaetion  again  proposed. 
iKfbate  reiumed. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  they  were  not 
able  last  night  to  respond  to  the  appeal 
of  the  noble  Lord  Lord  Kandolph 
Ch archill ,i  that  the  general  debate  on  the 
Address  should  be  allowed  to  close  as 
soon  as  he  had  himself  sat  down.  If 
there  were  no  other  reasons  for  refusing 
to  elosp  the  del  ate,  they  considered  that 
it  would  not  be  duly  regardful  to  the 
pontion  held  in  tho  Government  of  tho 
n>aatry  hr  the  noble  Lord  himself  if  they 
wer«»  to  allow  his  speech  on  this  impor- 
taut  occasion  to  pass  hr  without  any 
aotioe.  Morsover,  they  knew  the  secret 
of  the  haste  of  the  noble  Lord.  Thev 
knew  that  he  was  very  anxious  to  go  on 
with  what  he  called  the  reform  of  Proce* 
dure.  The  noble  Lord  wished  the  Houms 
10  regard  to  the  length  of  tlie  debate  on 
th«*  Addrsas,  and  in  rf'gard  to  other 
matters,  U>  go  back  to  the  habits  and 
pnrtioas  of  the  good  old  times ;  but  there 
w«-re  more  recent  times  than  tho  good 
old  times  when  the  noble  l/>rd  himM*lf 
was  not  aoxiotts  1 3  curtail  debate.  Tho^o 
times  might  soon  return,  and  the  Irish 
Members,  for  their  part,  had  too  sincere 
a  regard  for  thu  freedom  of  debate  in 
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that  Ilouse  to  abet  the  noble  Lord  in  any 
measure  which  might  prevent  aspiring 
and  active  Membors  of  the  llouse  from 
rivalling  the  former  courses  of  the  noblo 
Lord,  or  which  would  prevent  him,  when 
opportunity  and  occasion  served,  from 
returning  to  the  practice  which  he  for- 
merly adorned.  That  being  so,  thoy 
were  not  in  a  hurry  at  that  moment  to 
approach  tho  question  of  the  reform  of 
Procedure.  With  regard  to  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord,  ho  would  say  that 
surprise  was  its  keynote.  According  to 
the  noble  liord,  everything  was  surpris- 
ing and  everybody  was  surprised.  Tho 
country,  the  noble  Lord  said,  was  sur- 
prised by  the  Queen's  Speech.  Ho  should 
not  wonder  if  he  heard  that  the  noble 
Lord  himself  was  surprised  when  he  first 
saw  the  Queen's  Speech.  The  country 
thouffht  that  tho  Government  was  com- 
posed of  men  consistent  in  their  course  of 
public  action.  It  was  thought  that  they 
were  men  whose  minds  wore  animated  by 
a  consistent  principle  of  conduct.  If  that 
were  so,  ho  admitted  that  the  country 
had  good  reason  to  be  surprised.  None 
of  tho  Irish  Members  could  forget  that 
in  tho  brief  interval  during  which  the 
( lovemment  had  been  in  power  the  Prime 
Minister  made  a  public  speech  of  the 
greatest  gravity  and  moment,  in  which 
he  referred  to  the  dualism  of  Austria- 
Hungary  in  connection  with  the  Irish 
Question.  The  fact  was  that  those  worda 
of  the  Prime  Minister  were  placed  before 
the  country  by  him  at  a  time  when  tho 
i^uestion  of  the  national  legislative  free- 
dom of  Ireland  was  occupying  the  publio 
mind  to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else. 
Those  words  were  uttered  after  the  Irish 
Ijeader  had  made  his  declaration  that 
the  claim  of  the  Irish  people  to  legisla- 
tive independence  would  be  the  imme- 
diato  care  of  the  Parliamentary  Partv ; 
and  he  contended,  therefore,  that  the 
words  of  the  Prime  Minister  could  have 
no  other  interpretation  in  the  minds  of 
intelligent  men,  and  they  had  no  other 
purpose  in  his  own,  but  to  convej  to  the 
country  that  his  Administration  were 
ready  to  connlder  the  claim  to  legialatiTO 
independence  of  Ireland;  and  in  the 
I  f)«*ttlement  of  that  question  to  consider—- 
j  at  leoHt  as  a  general  guiding  principle — 
t!it*  settlement  which  had  made  tho  Im- 
■  perial  authority  of  the  Kmp4>ror  of  Aus- 
tria  conniiteiit  with  the  eoncetiMon  of  the 
laim  of  tho    people    of    Hungary    to 
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the  Prime  Minieter  distinotly  shadowed 
oat  a  settlement  of  the  Irish  Question  in 
a  public  speech  limited,  on  the  one  hand, 
bj  the  integrity  of  the  Empire,  and,  on 
the  other,  by  the  protoction  of  the  rights 
of  the  Protestant  and  territorial  minority 
in  Ireland.  What  was  the  meaning  of 
making  those  limits  at  all,  and  of  do- 
fining  thorn  in  a  public  speech,  unless 
they  had  a  relation  to  a  project  of  legis- 
lative independence  for  Ireland,  and  un- 
less the  Prime  Minister  meant  to  indicate 
to  the  country  that  the  Tory  Govern- 
ment were  ready  to  concede  that  freedom 
within  the  bounds  of  those  limits  ?  The 
Government  camo  into  Office  last  June  ; 
the  elections  took  place  in  November  and 
December.  Ministers  spoke  often  in  that 
interval ;  and  they  never  directly  or  in- 
directly, by  any  declaration  or  hint,  gave 
the  country  to  understand  that  there 
was  lurking  in  the  minds  of  any  of  them 
a  fundamental  objection,  or  objection  in 
point  of  principle,  to  a  settlement  of  the 
Irish  national  question,  provided  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire  were  preserved  and 
the*  rights  of  the  minority  re<<pected. 

TuK  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Randolph  CiruRniiLL) :  I 
particularly  inserted  in  my  speech  a 
passage  saying  that  I  would  always  do 
my  best  to  support  the  maintenance  of 
the  Parliamentary  Union  between  the 
two  countries. 

Mb.  sexton  replied  that  the  noble 
Lord  appeared  to  have  felt  called  upon 
last  night  to  make  a  very  specific  declara- 
tion on  the  subject.  But  up  to  the  General 
Election — ^and  that  was  the  date  which 
the  House  would  have  to  keep  in  mind 
— there  was  not  conveyed  to  the  mind  of 
the  country  any  intimation  or  hint  that 
the  Government,  as  a  whole,  or  that  any 
important  individual  Member  of  it,  saw 
any  objection  in  point  of  principle  to 
the  concession  of  the  Irish  claim  for  the 
native  care  of  native  atfairs,  provided 
only,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  integrity  of 
the  Empire  was  maintained,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  such  guarantees  ns  were 
available  should  be  given  that  the'rights 
of  the  minority  should  not  be  abused. 
If  the  Government  saw  anv  objection  to 
the  concession  of  the  Irish  claim,  they 
deliberatelv  withh<>M  from  the  know- 
Iinlge  of  the  country  the  condition  of 
their  minda.  They  deliberately  excited 
•ortain  hopes  in  the  breasts  of  the  peonlo 
of  Ireland.  They  deliberately  spreaa  a 
certain  impresaioB  through  the  minda  of 
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the  English  people — they  did  all  that  to 
secure  a  certain  result  at  the  polls ;  and, 
failing  to  secure  that  result,  they  now 
tamed  round,  without  a  moment's  warn- 
ing, and  by  an  unprecedented  act  had 
by  their  advice  induced  the  Sovereign 
in  the  Royal  Speech  to  use  language 
which  he  held  to  be  not  duly  regardful 
either  of  the  freedom  of  speech  of  that 
House,  or  of  the  usage,  the  custom,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  British  Constitution, 
lie  had  always  understood  the  function 
of  the  Sovereign  of  the  Realm,  in  re- 
gard to  the  passing  of  laws,  to  bo 
cither  to  give  or  to  withhold  from  Bills 
Hont  up  by  the  consent  of  both  House? 
Iler  Majesty's  Royal  Assent.  But  ob- 
serve the  language  used  in  the  Queen'a 
Speech  with  respect  to  the  Irish  National 
question.  The  Sovereign  was  actually 
advised  to  say — 

"  I  am  roBolutcIy  opposed  to  any  distorbanco 
of  thnt  fandamontal  law  *' 

— that  was,  the  law  of  the  Legislative 

Union — 

'*  and  in  roai sting  it  I  am  conrincod  that  I  shall 
be  heartily  supported  by  my  Parliament  and  my 

people." 

The  Party  who  professed  themselves  to 
be  the  guardians  of  the  Constitution  had 
thus  advised  and  induced  the  Sovereign 
to  depart  from  the  Constitutional  course 
of  waiting  on  the  action  of  the  House. 
They  had  advised  and  induced  the  Sove- 
reign to  take  what  would  be  found  to 
have  been  the  regrettable  course  of  de- 
claring in  advance  Her  Majesty's  oppo- 
sition to  a  certain  Bill  before  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  had  been  pleased 
to  consider  that  Bill.  Was  it  meant  by 
that  paragraph  for  which  the  Oovem- 
ment  were  responsible)  that  if  it  should 
happen  that  both  Houses  were  to  agree 
to  a  Bill  for  the  legislative  independence 
of  Ireland,  the  Sovereign  would  unoon- 
stitutionally  persist  in  the  exorcise  of  the 
Royal  veto  to  the  extinction  of  the 
powers  and  of  the  functions  of  both 
Houses?  If  it  did  not  mean  that,  it 
did  not  mean  anything.  He  thought  it 
would  have  been  more  decent,  more 
seemly,  and  more  Constitutional  for  the 
ifovemment  to  have  refrained  from 
giving  the  advice  reflected  in  that  pas* 
sage  until  the  time  had  oome  for  the 
Sovereign  constitutionally  to  act — not 
in  anticipation  of  the  action  of  the  two 
Houses,  but  as  the  sequel  to  it.  Again, 
what  did  the  Oovenuuent  moan  by  the 
'*  distorbanoeof  thalfondamentallaw?*' 
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Hov  or  why  was  one  law  more  funda- 
mental than  another  ?  Did  not  all  lawe 
reet  on  the  same  sanction — ^namoly,  the 
vill  of  that  and  the  other  House  of 
ParliamoDt,  and  the  assent  of  the  Queen? 
And  tho  lightest  law  to  which  those 
aniled  consents  were  given  had  the  same 
sanction  as  any  other  law,  howerer  great 
and  vital  it  might  be.  Moreover,  Her 
Majesty's  Boyal  Predecessor  and  liela- 
tive.  King  Oeorge  IIL,  in  1782,  gave  tho 
Koyal  Assent  to  a  law  which  not  only 
conceded  the  legislative  independence  of 
Ireland,  but  actually  declared— and  the 
langnage  remained  on  the  Statute  BiM)k 
to  England's  eternal  shame — that  that 
legislative  independence,  to  which  the 
Suvereign  now  declared  itself  to  bo  re- 
solotely  opposed,  should  for  over  remain 
in  furtH».  People  sometimes  talked  as 
though  an  independent  Irish  Parliament 
were  a  matter  of  ancient  history ;  but  it 
•hoold  be  remembered  that  there  had 
been  a  series  of  Irish  Parliaments.  It 
was  only  100  years  since  the  last  Irish 
Parliament  met ;  and  yet  Irishmen  were 
now  told  that  it  was  impossible  to  alter 
*'  the  fundamental  law,''  although  the 
Sovereign  and  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment were  pledged  100  years  ago  to  the 
coooeesion,  and  to  the  permanent  exist- 
c*nee  of  that  legislativo  independence 
which  now  must, not  be  oven  argued. 
II«r  Majesty's  (iovemment  had,  unfortu- 
nately, given  the  Sovereign  ill  advice.  The 
truth  of  the  stat4>ment  would,  no  doubt, 
be  accepted  hereafter.  Those  who  be- 
hoved in  the  consist4*ncy  of  the  action 
and  mind  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
mast  have  be4*n  surprltiod  at  Home  pas- 
sages in  the  Uueen's  Spoech.  Even  tho^<» 
who  had  no  faith  in  their  consistoncy, 
and  no  belief  in  their  intelligence,  must 
have  experienced  similar  astonif>hment. 
For  while  he  found  that  the  rising  in 
Eastern  Boumelia  was  giving  an  ex- 
esioii  t)  the  d^^sirr  of  tbo  inhabitants 
■jr  a  change  in  th^ir  p  litical  arrauK**- 
mstit*,  and  although  tho  de^iro  of  th«« 
inhabttants  of  Houmelia,  expriHsi>d  in 
that  moUerat4>  and  ( 'on««titutioiial  man- 
ner, had  k"d  Her  Majo8ty,  utidur  tho  in- 
dttf'noe  of  her  Advisers,  to  feel  herst^f 
bound  to  carry  on  negotiationn  to  reali?.-^ 
tho  wi»h  of  thoi^e  tnhabitanto,  a  littl«* 
lower  down  in  the  Spi  iH.h  h**  found  thnt 
deep  sorrow  was  r.»  ohKmI  to  have  born 
caosed  in  tho  Hoj-al  mind  bv  an  attempt 
to  eacito  the  people  of  Ireland  agaicht 
tho  maintonancMt  of  the  Union.    A  rising 


I 


in  arms  by  a  rebel  population  in  Bou* 
melia  was  conclusive  proof  to  the  Royal 
mind  of  the  justice  of  their  cause;  but 
the  election  of  Nationalist  Ivopresenta* 
tivt>s  by  five-sixths  of  the  Irish  people, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  British 
Constitution — that  election  boing  con- 
ducted in  a  peaceful  and  orderly  way — 
was  not  to  be  accepted  as  an  expression 
of  the  desire  of  the  people ;  but  was  to 
be  treated,  in  tho  language  of  the  Sove- 
reign, as  simply  a  regrettable  and  de* 
plorablo 

*' Attempt  to  excite  the  people  to  hostility 
against  tho  Logifllative  Union.** 

What  was  the  moral  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment wanted  to  drive  homo  to  the 
mind  of  the  people  of  Ireland  from  these 
things  ?  Were  they  to  understand  that 
as  long  as  tho  Irish  people  confined 
themftelves  to  orderly  and  legal  and 
Constitutional  modes  of  giving  expres- 
sion to  their  desires  they  would  be  de- 
spised and  contemned;  and  that  there 
was  no  probability  that  the  expressions 
of  their  desires  would  be  taken  to  be 
valid  by  the  Government  or  by  the.Royal 
mind  of  England  until  they  were  driven 
and  compelled  to  Hro  in  arms  ?  No  body 
of  men  vested  with  tho  grave  and  solomn 
responsibility  of  the  issues  of  Imperial 
rule  had  ever  committed  themselves  to 
an  inference  so  imbecile  or  so  fatal  as 
that  which  might  be  drawn,  and  which 
must  bo  drawn,  from  those  two  para- 
graphs in  the  Eoyal  Bpeech.  The  Cabi- 
net consisted  of  14  Members;  and  he 
ventured  to  say  that  any  14  schoolboys 
in  the  country  who  could  not  produce  a 
more  congruous  document  than  that 
which  he  was  criticizing  deserved  to  be 
whipped.  The  question  of  local  self- 
government  in  Ireland  had  occupied  the 
fore-front  in  the  Becess,  and  the  Press 
and  public  men  of  all  si^ctions  had  re- 
cognized its  urgency.  Tho  Government 
liud  played  for  a  certain  stake  at  the 
General  Election,  and  they  had  lost  it. 
And  now  it  was  found  that,  with  an  in- 
ditlerence  to  their  own  past  constructivo 
promines  and  of  the  expectations  which 
they  hud  raised,  and  with  an  insincerity 
which  could  scarcely  be  exoeeded,  they 
were  preparing,  by  means  of  the  Queen's 
Sp4>»Mh,  to  muke  a  froHh  raid  at  a  conve- 
nient moment  up<>n  public  (simplicity  and 
erodulity.     That  SpeiK^h  was  not  meant 

i  to  be  takin  by  anyone  literally— it  was 
simply  intended  to  meet  the  requirements 

I  of  a  dramatic  exigency.     Ho  could  only 
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compare  that  Speech  to  a  letter  written 
by  a  lady  who  had  an  action  lor  breach 
of  promise  looming  in  the  distance,  with 
a  view  to  its  being  read  before  the  jury. 
The  Qaeen's  Speech  had  been  drawn  up, 
not  as  an  exposition  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Government,  but  for  consumption  in 
Ireland,  so  that  alter  thej  were  turned 
out  of  Office  they  might  point  to  it  and 
say — **6oe  what  splendid  things  we 
would  have  done  for  you  had  we  re- 
mained in  Office;  and  see  what  splen- 
did things  we  will  do  for  you  if  you 
place  us  in  Office  again."  But,  after  all, 
what  promise  did  the  Government  hold 
out  to  the  Irish  people  ?  They  were  told 
that  as  soon  as  I'rocedure  was  done 
with  the  (Government  would  go  on  to 
give  to  England  and  Scotland  county 
councils  of  a  representative  character. 
They  all  knew  that  in  England  and 
Scotland  county  government  was  not  so 
oiTensive  or  so  injurious  to  the  people 
ns  it  was  in  Ireland.  In  England  and 
Scotland  county  government  was  con* 
ducted  by  gentlemen  between  whom  and 
the  people  there  existed  not  only  no  con- 
flict, but  a  general  ctmfidence;  and  yet, 
while  councils  of  a  representative  cha- 
racter were  promised  to  England  and 
8ct)tland,  not  one  word  about  the  repre- 
sentative character  of  the  councils  was 
said  in  the  caae  of  Inland.  The  Bills 
of  England  and  Scotland  were  to  pro- 
code  the  Bills  for  Ireland ;  and  if  t  ney 
indulged  the  wild  and  improbable  sup- 
pi>sition  that  Iler  Majesty's  Qovemment 
were  to  remain  in  Office,  the  prospect 
before  Members  for  Ireland  was  this  » 
that  Procedure  would  occupy  till  Easter ; 
that  the  English  and  Scotch  County  Go- 
vernment Bill  A  would  consume  the  time 
until  Whitsuntide :  and  that  the  House 
would  approach  the  consideration  of  a 
worthh^sa  Bill  for  the  County  Govern- 
ment  of  Ireland  about  the  time  when 
hon.  Gentlemen  in  that  House  began  to 
pine  for  the  pleasures  of  grouse  frh(K)t- 
ing.  and  to  think  of  the  charms  of  coun- 
try life.  The  fole  principle  which 
actoated  the  present  Gorcmment  was 
the  de«ire  tv»  trt«t  into  Office  whenever 
they  CLuId,  to  oct  upy  it  a?*  lorp  as  they 
eouid,  and  wh**n  they  were  thrown  out 
to  get  lark  as  t**  n  as  ;¥.^<ib!»*.  This 
UaeeB*»  Spe<«  h  was  nc't  to  bi*  tremted  as 
a  frask  and  candid  o>ctribation  to  the 
pot;t.<Al  questions  of  the  time.  It  was 
•i::.|>  a  ki:.i  of  device  whereby  the 
U«rns«at«  after  having  lost  Officf^ 
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might  be  able  once  more  to  deceive  the 
opinions  of  the  public.  The  right  hoo. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  had  a  majority  over 
the  noble  Lord,  and,  upon  an  Amend- 
ment, could  throw  the  Government  out 
if  he  liked.  The  noble  I^ord,  when  ho 
nodded  assent,  left  another  material 
element  out  of  view.  The  noble  Lord 
forgot  that  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  had  not  a  majority  of  the 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  been  engaged  for  50  years  in  the 
conflicts  of  public  life  without  knowing 
that  it  was  not  wise  to  take  so  grave 
and  vital  a  step  without  something  like 
an  approach  to  certainty  as  to  the  re- 
sulting consequences.  He.  therefore, 
thought  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian,  in  abstaining  from  moving  an 
Amendment  and  taking  a  division  upon 
the  Address  at  the  present  moment, 
had  shown  that  prudence  he  had  gained 
by  the  length  of  his  experience.  He 
would  also  say  that  it  was  too  soon  for 
the  noble  Loiti  to  attempt  to  give  les- 
sons in  Parliamentary  strategy  to  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian. 
But  the  noble  I^rd  had  also  been  sur- 
prised by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
^Mr.  Pamell)  refraining  from  moving 
an  Amendment  ux>on  the  Address,  and 
thus  having  prevented  a  general  debate 
'  upon  the  Irish  National  question  being 
raised  with  a  view  to  a  dirision  being 
taken  on  the  subject.  Had  the  Govern* 
ment  made  any  definite  propositions 
with  regard  to  Ireland ;  had  they  laid 
down  any  definite  principles,  and  had 
I  they  held  out  any  hope  or  prospect  of 
I  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  Irish 
,  Question,  the  Irish  Party  would  have 
lH*en  prepared  to  consider  those  propo- 
sals, and  to  have  arrived  at  a  condusion 
'  whether  those  proposals  were  satisfac- 
'  torv  or  not.  The  Government,  however, 
,  had  made  no  pro|>o«als  whatever.  The 
'  paragraph  in  the  Uueen*s  Speech  was 
simply  a  blunt  and  an  emphatic** No." 
That  paragraph,  therefore,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Irish  Part  v.  offered  no  fit  materials 
for  a  dt>bate.  The  elfective  answer  to 
a  blunt  and  emphatic  **No*'  was  not 
action  in  that  Hou^e,  but  organiration 
cut»ide.  The  noble  Lrr\l  had  |x>inted 
to  the  example  !>*  t  by  O^Connell  as  one 
to  be  followed  by  thf  Irish  Members; 
but  that  example  was  set  a  long  time 
a^,  wh«*a  the  Iri»h  l^arty  was  in  a  very 
IHMitioa  from  that  whidi  it  at 
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nrM«ttt  held,  and  whon  tho  science  of 
Iri«h  political  action  had  not  advanced 
to  the  point  now  attained.  Moreover, 
the  fioal  sQCcess  of  O'Gonnell  was  not 
■och  aa  to  tempt  tho  present  Irish  Party 
to  follow  his  example.  And  he  thought 
that  no  hon.  Member  who  heard  him 
would  question  the  accuracy  of  what  he 
said  when  he  asserted  that  tho  present 
Irish  Leader  had  proved  himself  to  bo  a 
man  of  original  faculty.  Ho  had  shown, 
by  his  manner  of  dealing  with  circum- 
stances, that  he  was  a  man  who  used  his 
facttltios  ivith  signal  success ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  might  he  absolved  from  following 
in  all  respcMrts  tho  exampio  of  O'ConncU, 
and  es|>ecially  ho  miglit  be  pardoned 
for  det^lining  such  advico  when  it  came 
from  a  British  Minister.  Another  reason 
wh^  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had  ro- 
frainod  from  moving  an  Amendment  to 
the  Address  upon  the  pri>sent  occahion 
was  that  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
liotliian  had  repeatedly  atlirmcd,  with 
the  consent  of  the  country  and,  as  he 
I  ('lievedf  of  all  reasonable  Englishmen, 
that  he  was  favourable  to  the  settlement 
o£  the  claim  of  the  Irish  nation  to  have 
a  national  Legislature,  provided  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire,  tne  supremacy  of 
th«»  Crown,  and  tho  authority  of  this 
Parliament  to  wield  the  requisite  supre- 
macy were  resptHrttnl.  Thoy  know  of  no* 
thing  in  the  desires  of  the  Irish  people, 
they  kac*w  of  nothing  in  the  pri)iv)9als 
which  had  up  to  the  present  been  phiced 
before  them,  which  wore  inconsi^^tout 
with  the  secartties  demanded  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  (len- 
tlemaa  had  told  them,  moreover,  that  the 
•tody  of  this  oaostion,  unutterably  grave, 
had  been,  ana  was,  his  daily  and  nightly 
care.  Well,  they  desired ^and  no  one 
would  deny  the  reasonableness  of  the 
deeiro^to  allow  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  complete  his  studies.  Thoy  de- 
sin-d  to  allow  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
timo  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  on  this 
qot-^tion  with  deliberation,  and  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  stating  that  con- 
clnsion,  when  the  proi>er  time  had 
arrived,  with  duo  de^nitenees.  And 
when  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  was 
pr«'|)ared  to  state  to  the  Uouse  and  to 
the  c*ountry  the  conc^lusion  at  which  he 
had  arrived,  the  time  would  have  come 
when  the  Government  would  be  some- 
what in  tho  frame  of  mind  of  the  hero 
of  a  fanciful  anecdote  of  a  country- 
man of  his  (Mr.  tJaxton's;  who  was 


to  bo   ''blue-moulded  for  want  of  a 
beating."     Upon  this  question  the  Go- 
vernment   were   the   challengers,   and 
they  must  recollect  that  the  challenged 
had  always  a  right  to  the  choice  of 
weapons.    It  was  for  thom  to  say  who* 
ther  they  would  proceed  by  means  of  a 
division  on   the  Address  or  by  some 
other  method  which,  though  less  direct, 
might  be  moro  eflectual.     It  was  quite 
plain  to  them  that  this  paragraph  in  the 
Speech  was  not  intended  so  much  ns  a 
declaration   of  opinion  as  for  coaxing 
either  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  or  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers into  the  presentation  of  a  measure. 
In  regard  to  the  hon.  ^[ember  for  the 
C^ity  of  Cork,  he  would  say  that  his  hon. 
Friend  wss  now  beginning  to  be  rather 
too  old  a  bird  to  be  caught  by  a  certain 
familiar  method ;  and,  even  if  he  were 
n<it  an  old  bird  in  politics,  the  chaff  in 
this  caso  had  been  spread  in  an  exceed* 
ingly  artless  manner.    The  Govommont 
ez]>ected  that  the  Irish  Members  would 
propose  an  Amendment  on  tho  subject. 
When  coercion  was  proposed,  and  when 
the    Government    came    forward    with 
their  Bills,   they,  or  their  Successors, 
would  be  left  under  no  mistake  for  a 
single  moment  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
Irish  Members  to  resist  such  an  attempt 
to  injure  and  insult  their  people.     They 
would  fight  overy  inch  of  ground  along 
wliich  the  measure  would  have  to  pass 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power.     They 
would  tight  it  by  every  means  at  present 
known    to    Parliamentary    usage,  and 
every  means  their  future  study  of  Par* 
liamentary  usage  would  enable  them  to 
conceive.     While,  however,  they  were 
ready  to  fight  positive  proposals,  thoy 
were  not  preparsd  to  hang  a  debate  on 
a  contingency,  and  to  go  to  a  division 
on  a  "  when ''  or  an  '*  if."    The  truth 
was  that  he  pitied  the  Government  more 
than  he   blamed    them.     lie  believed 
that  they  had  good  intentions  last  week ; 
but  tho««e  intentions  had  disappeared 
under  the  pressure   of    circumstances. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  House  had,  of  course,  to  bear  in 
mind  that  he  had  arrayed  in  tho  ranks 
of  his  Party  a  certain  poisonous  element 
in  tho  shape  of  16  Irish  Tories,  and  that 
nine  English  constituencies  had  done 
him  the  ill-service  of  returning  Irish 
Tories  to  tho  House.     Everyone  knew 
that  Ireland  needed  remedial  measures ; 
yet  if  the  Government  propoeed  a  speck 
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or  an  atom  of  remedy  (or  Irish  griev- 
ances  about  27  Irish  Tories,  sitting  for 
English  as  woU  as  for  Irish  constituen- 
cies, would  desert  their  Party.  [  *  *  No ! "  ] 
**  No,"  they  said  !  Wliy,  he  saw  a  Gen- 
tleman, an  Irish  ex-official  of  undoubted 
military  spirit,  opposite  him  (Mr.  John- 
ston), who  had  proclaimed  over  and  over 
again  that  upon  tho  day  that  Home 
Hule  was  passed — they  should  remem- 
ber with  the  consent  of  this  Parliament 
— that  ho  and  his  valorous  followers 
would  line  with  rifles  every  ditch  from 
Belfast  to  the  Boyne.  They  nil  know 
that  the  cardinal  article  of  this  Gentle- 
man's creed — an  article  which  threw 
into  the  most  complete  insignificance 
the  Thirty-nine  Articles  —  was  that 
rather  than  allow  Ilome  Rule  fi)r  Ire- 
land they  would  kick  tho  ducen's  Grown 
into  tho  Boyne.  Irish  rebels  might  in 
former  days  have  boen  found  in  the  Na- 
tionalist ranks ;  but  Irish  rebels  were  to- 
day enshrined  in  tho  ranks  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Party.  What  did  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  tho  Member  for  Bristol 
think  of  gentlemen  who  were  capable 
of  insulting  the  Royal  dignity  by  kick- 
ing the  Queen's  Crown  into  the  Bovne  ? 

Mb.  JOHNSTON:  I  never  said  so. 
I  rise  to  Order,  Sir.  I  never  made  such 
a  statement. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  have  a  full  opportunity  after- 
wards of  combating  any  statement  made 
by  tho  hon.  Member.  He  is  out  of 
Order  in  interrupting. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON :  I  never  said  so. 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  ontinue  in  that 
Houso  the  habit  of  indiscipline  which 
led  to  his  severance  from  official  life 
in  Ireland.  He  never  said  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  used  that  ^x^ccifio 
language ;  but  he  did  asBf  rt  that  tho 
hon.  Gout  lorn  an  had  repeatedly  declared 
that  if  Home  Rtilo  were  pns^f.l  ho  and 
his  friends  iiould  line  t'very  ditch  from 
Belfast  to  the  Boyne  with  ritles.  [Mr. 
JouKMToK  :  Hoar,  hear!]  Consf^qucnlly, 
he  could  not  perceive  tho  practical  point 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  contradiction. 
It  rather  appeared  to  him  to  bo  baited 
on  a  fine  distinction,  like  tho^e  points 
of  Calvinistio  doctrines  which  caused 
Tory  violent  discus^^ions  inside  the  fold, 
but  the  meaning  of  which  was  not  very 
dear  to  outsiders.  It  was  vory  sad  to 
•06  theee  rowdy  supporters  of  disunion 
■pringing  up  in  tho  ranks  of  tho  ''Loyal 
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minority."  The  right  hon.  Gontleman 
the  Member  for  Bristol  was  well  aware 
that  if  ho  were  to  propose  the  smallest 
and  most  contemptible  measure  of  re- 
form he  and  his  Government  would  im- 
mediately die  of  an  "  internal  disorder." 
On  tho  other  hand,  he  believed  that  the 
right  hon.  Gontleman  could  not  propose 
coercion,  for  the  common- sense  of  the 
country  would  reject  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  only  go  on  doing  no- 
thing, and  for  that  reason  he  from  his 
heart  rather  pitied  than  blamed  the 
Government.  Ho  denied  that  any  ease 
had  been  made  out  for  coercion.  In  the 
Queen's  Speech  reference  was  made  to 
the  absence  of  serious  crime  in  Ireland. 
The  Grand  Juries,  the  Constitutional 
pilot.<)  of  coercion,  had  been  silent ;  not 
one  word  had  fallen  from  the  Judicial 
Bench  to  intimate  that  witnesses  would 
not  come  forward  or  that  juries  wero 
unwilling  to  find  verdicts.  Indeed,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  showed  himself 
that  the  ordinary  law  was  amply  suffi- 
cient to  deal  with  the  existing  state  of 
alFairs.  Only  a  few  days  ago  two 
Judges  in  Ireland  refused  to  change 
the  venue  in  a  certain  case,  and  stated 
that  their  knowledge  of  the  verdicts 
found  by  the  juries  in  that  and  other 
coimties  did  not  entitle  them  to  do  what 
they  were  asked.  The  only  claim  for 
coercion  rested  upon  the  charge  of 
**  Boycotting."  He  would  solemnly  tell 
the  House  that  "Boycotting,"  though  it 
had  its  grave  and  condemnable  aspects, 
was,  in  iact,  a  safety- valve  against  out- 
rage. He  would  prove  it  in  a  few  words. 
The  condition  of  things  in  Ireland  was 
this — that  the  bulk  of  the  small  oocu- 
iiTs  had  cleared  themselves  of  their 
a^t  penny  —  sometimes  selling  their 
stock,  sometimes  their  very  furniture — 
two  or  three  years  ago,  in  order  to  gain 
the  advantage  of  the  Arrears  Act. 
They  robbed  themselves  of  the  last 
penny  they  had  in  the  world  in  order 
to  procure  a  clean  slate;  but  in  the 
years  which  hnd  e]u]ised  since  then  tho 
value  of  every  staple  of  agricultural 
produce  had  gone  down  upon  the  aver- 
ago  all  roimd  about  40  per  cent.  Ho 
could  assure  tho  Houso  that  tho  small 
farmer  in  Ireland  was  not  able  at  tho 
prt^sont  moment  to  get  for  his  produce 
all  rotmd  within  40  per  cent  of  what  he 
could  have  got  when  the  judicial  rents 
began  to  be  fixed.  The  tenants  oould 
not  pay  the  judicial  rents  thia  yaar — ^it 
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impossible.  Englbh  Gentlemen 
vho  listened  to  him  knew  the  truth  of 
what  he  said.  Thejr  had  reason  to  know 
the  graTitj  and  reality  of  the  agricul- 
tural depression.  They  knew  that  they 
themselves  had  out  down  their  hoube- 
hulds  and  retrenched  their  ezpeoees; 
that  some  of  them  had  parted  with  their 
town  houses,  and  in  various  ways  had 
practised  a  rigid  economy  in  onlor,  in 
«»b<«dience  to  the  dictates  of  their  own 
ctinsciencee  and  public  opinion,  to  make 
abatements  to  their  tenanti*.  He  had 
seen  many  remisiuoDs  of  50  per  cent. 
Was  it  not  strange  that  English  gentle- 
luen,  who  had  shown  so  generous  a  re- 
^rsid  fur  their  tenants,  who  themselves 
were  often  mon  of  capital  abh»  to  bear 
a  str4in  as  well  as  the  landlordrt,  should 
unite  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
nying similar  rights  to  Ir^'land  with  a 
Inidy  of  hard  driven  and  uuscrupulous 
I  fifth  landlords,  who  refuse<l  to  give  any 
ahat«»m<*nt?  The  Duke  of  Devon&hin* 
had  givi'U  an  abatement  of  20  per  ceut 
V}  his  Irish  tenants,  and  another  groat 
Loglish  landlord  in  Ireland  had  given 
H  similar  abatement ;  but  in  thcsu  cases 
the  Irish  tenants  had  th««  good  fortunt* 
to  be  umb'r  landlords  whoso  ini»tincts 
ware  guidtd,  and  whose  conduct  was 
governed,  by  the  usages  of  English  life. 
Jiut  what  was  very  strange  to  him  was 
this^that  tho  Duke  of  DovoiiNhiro 
having  given  this  abatement  of  20  p4*r 
<«*nt,  and  theruby  admitted  the  urgi*nt 
)>reesur«*  of  the  Irish  agricultural  crii^is, 
should  have  accepted  as8i>ciation  with  the 
laadlurds  who  were  refu^io^  abatements, 
and  had  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
the eatt*rmination  association, and  givtn 
cvaoteoance  to  the  deputations  which 
waited  on  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury  to 
Ufgv  either  that  the  Irish  tenants  should 
lie  compelled  tliis  wiut<*r  to  pay  unre- 
du<fd  rents  whil«»  parting  with  every 
shilling  thf«y  bad  for  fo'>d,  or  for  dealing 
«ith  their  laud  this  year,  or  <*Iso  that 
tU**y  should  be  turned  out  of  their  hold- 
toga,  and  the  landlords  enabled  to  break 
the  tenaocT.  He  was  glad  the  right  hon. 
\l<«mber  for  Uid  L>thian  (Mr.  Glad- 
•(oo«>  was  prsaent  to  hear  him  ;  and  he 
would  tt*U  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thai  the  raal  object  of  this  cry  for  co- 
eniaa  was  to  enable  the  landlords  to 
break  the  tenanciee  created  by  the  Land 
Art  of  1  Ml ;  to  anable  these  rack- 
rvoiiag  and  tinscrupuloua  landlords, 
with   millstonee  of  aebt   round   their 


nocks,  to  immorally  and  flagrantly  evade 
the  responsibilities  and  duties  placed 
upon  them  by  tho  solemn  fiat  of  the 
law.  These  purblind  landlords  wore 
all  in  favour  of  the  Legislative  Union. 
The  Ijegiblative  Union,  indeed  !  Why, 
the  Legislative  Uuiou  had  ruined  them. 
It  took  thom  away  from  their  own 
country  into  competition  with  tho  land* 
lords  of  England.  It  had  sent  them 
out  upon  a  wild  goose  chose  of  compe- 
tition in  the  cent  and  esponse  of  life 
with  a  far  wealthier  set  of  men  than 
themselves.  After  85  years  the  conse- 
quences of  that  course  were  Hc*on.  They 
saw  this  Eet  of  poor  extravagant  Irish 
landlords,  with  two-thirds  of  the  fec- 
simplc  value  of  their  land  in  the  hands 
of  English  mouey-loudors,  engaged  in 
the  idle  attempt  socially  to  compete  with 
the  landlords  of  England.  Was  it  be- 
cause three  generations  of  these  spend- 
thrifts found  themselves  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  were  generic  ally  termed  the 
Jews,  that  when  they  had  got  to  this 
desperate  pass  they  were  to  be  enabled 
to  extract  their  unabated  rents  for  the 
purpose  of  endeavouring  to  meet  en- 
gagements contracted  by  their  own  folly 
and  their  own  vice  ?  That  was  the  real 
case  for  coercion  in  Ireland.  As  to 
*'  Boycotting,''  if  it  was  not  for  the  com- 
paratively moderate  means  which  it 
placed  in  men's  hands  for  vindicating 
public  o]>iuion  againet  those  whom  the 
people  oi  Ireland  considered  tob««  public 
enemies,  it  would  not  be  within  the 
power  of  law  or  government  to  limit 
outrage.  The  force  of  ''Boycotting" 
lay  in  the  universality  of  that  public 
opinion.  When  landlords  persisted  in 
heaping  law  costs  upon  indigent  tenants, 
thrust  out  tenants  for  the  non-payment 
of  impossible  rents  in  order  to  brealc  their 
tenancy  and  obtain  once  morc«  the  arbi- 
trary ownership  of  the  land,  he  said 
that  the  people  of  the  country  having  no 
power  to  make  the  law  for  themselves, 
and  finding  their  Representatives  in  tho 
House  of  Commons  always  overborne 
and  often  insulted,  were  morally  jubtified 
so  far  as  they  could  in  making  public 
opinion  and  their  consciences  etand  in 
the  place  of  the  law.  They  were  justi- 
fied in  refusing  assoeiatiou,  in  refusing 
dealing,  with  anyone  who  availed  him- 
self of  an  alien  law.  He  would  tell 
the  House,  once  for  all,  that  there  was 
only  one  way  of  ending  •♦  Boycot- 
ting "  in  Ireland.    It  was  an  impalpable 
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evil,  which  was  the  growth  of  public 
opinion.     80  long  as  laws  wore  main- 
tained in  Ireland  whirh  the  people  knew 
to  bo  unjust,  which  th(<y  saw  to  be  an 
agency  for  their  ostermination  and  for 
driving  them  from  their  homes  and  their 
country,  they  would  say  that  as  between 
English  law  and  their  own  self-preser- 
vation it  was  thoir  duty  to  mako  their 
public  opinion  felt  as  far  as  thoy  could. 
The  only  way  to  prevent  the  formation 
of  that  public  opinion  was  to  confide  tho 
power    and    responsibility    of   making 
Irish  law   to  tho  hands  of  Irlshmon, 
thereby  giving  tho  best  security  that  tho 
law  should  be  administered  satisfactorily. 
The  Nationalist  Members  felt  that  they 
had  a  position  of  growing  influenco  and 
of  gathering  strength.     Attempts  had 
been  made  to  minimize  the  National 
success  of  the  General  Election  in  Ire- 
land ;  but  he  thought  that  the  Gentle- 
men who  listened  would  agree  with  him 
that    wherever    that    National    success 
might  be  questioned,  it  was  not  doubted 
in  the  House  of  Commons.     They  wt>re 
five-sixths  of  tho  Members  from  Ireland, 
and  they  represented  five-sixths  of  the 
population.    ["No!"]  Unquestionably. 
L**  No  I  '*]  An  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
who  looked  studious,  but  who  was  not 
well-informed,  said  *^  No !  "    He  invited 
that  hon.  Member  to  go  to  any  record 
he  liked  and  add  up  the  population  in 
the  85  seats  thoy  had  won,  and  ho  would 
find  that  the  total  generally  represented 
five-sixths  of  the  population.  He  invited 
him  further  to  add  up  the  electors  of 
those  85  constituencies,  and  ho  would 
find  that  those  electors  jr^nerally  repre- 
iKuted  five-sixths  of  the  electors  of  Ire- 
land.    Another  fact  was  one  that  Eng- 
lish gentlemen  who  knew  how  ft»w  seats 
wore  uncontested  in  (rreat  Britain  would 
hear  with  interest.     Oat  of  the  101  scats 
—counties  and  bort>n^h$ — in  Ireland  20 
fell    into    the    Nationalists'   poss4>s!*ion 
without    conte.^^t.      The    IIoum«    would 
perceive  tho  &ignificanc«*  of  that.     All 
the   er>nte»ts    against    the  Nationalists 
were  managinl  by  a  central   bureau — 
the  silk  mercers,  he  understood,   gan* 
£  1  ,OOO^and  it  had  ample  funds.    Thoy 
had  tho  authority  of  Viscount  de  Vesci. 
one  of  the  leaders  of  tho  so*calh*d  Loyal 
and  Patriotic  League,  that  tho^e  con- 
teats  were  inaugurated  and  carried  on 
for  the  pufpose  of  giving  every  man  in 
favour  of  upnolding  the  Legislative  Union 
between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  An 
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opportunity  of  voting.  Why  did  they  not 
give  this  opportunity  in  these  20  seats  ? 
It  was,  he  presumed,  because  there  were 
no  men  there  who  wanted  to  record  their 
votes  in  favour  of  the  Legislative  Union. 
They  fought  68  contests  with  anti-Na- 
tionalists.    Well,  in  the  four  Divisions 
of   the  county  Tipperary  the   Nation- 
alists polled  16,000  votes,  the  upholders 
of  the  Legislative  Union  polled  in  the 
four  Divisions    800.     In   South -West 
Meath  the  so-called  Loyalists  polled  200; 
in  South  Cork,  195 ;  in  South  Gal  way, 
164.     [Mr.   Brodrick:   East  Antrim.] 
Viscount  de  Vcsci  was  confident  that 
every  man  who  was  in  favour  of  up- 
holding the  Legislative   Union  would 
come  forward  and  vote.     In  East  Gal- 
way,  133  voted;  in  North  Kildaro,  174; 
in  North  Mayo,  131 ;  in  Mid  Cork.  106 ; 
in  South  Mayo,  75  ;  and  in  East  Kerry, 
30.     Out  of  68  contests  in  which  thoy 
engaged,  in  only  10  did  they  poll  over 
1,000  votes ;  while  the  average  vote  for 
a  successful  National  candidate  was  in 
every  case  4.000  or  5,000  votes.     When 
he  heard  talk  of  intimidation  and  illegal 
acts  connected  with  the  elections,    he 
asked  how  came  it  to  pass  that  after 
this  ridiculous  result,  after  this  proof 
that  the  anti-National  Party  of  Ireland 
had  no  appreciable  existence,  how  came 
it  to  pass  that  not  a  single  election  had 
been  questioned  by  an  Election   Peti- 
tion ?    Well,  he  would  ask  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  what  was  the  definition 
of  a  real  contest  ?    It  was  a  contest  in 
which  each  side  had    at    least    some 
chance  of  winning.     Now,  was  it  ex- 
pected that  people  at    sham    contests 
would  have  behaved  as  they  would  at 
real  contests?     Many  National  voters 
were  old  and  feeble  and  were  very  poor, 
and  the  magistrates  and   the  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland  took  good  care  not  to 
extend  facilities  for  polling  in  propor- 
tion to  tho  extent  of  the  franchise ;  and 
yot,  though  the  proportion  of  tho  voting 
was  so  great  as  it  was,  it  had  been  sug- 
g«  Hted  by  an  hon.  Gentleman  op|)06ite 
that  there  had   been  ab(>tentions.     He 
knew  of  poor  men  in  his  Division  of 
Sligo,  badly  clothed  and  badly  fed,  who 
walked  in  the  most  inclement  day  of  the 
week  for  over  20  miles  in  order  to  re- 
cord their  votes,  and  that,  of  oonrse, 
was  a  sham  contest  where  he  received 
5,000  and  the  other  man  got  500,  and 
everybody  knew  from   the    beginning 
that  the  seat  waa  won.    Ho  never  saw 
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anything  like  tho  eagerness  of  the 
▼otein  to  exercise  the  franchise.  He 
knew  what  he  was  talking  of,  for  he 
was  a  candidate  in  two  c^leotions,  in  one 
of  which  he  was  dofoated  by  35  votes. 
IIo  knew  of  a  largo  number  of  ca.«)e8 
that  proTod  beyond  doubt  the  eagcrnoss 
of  the  people  to  exercise  their  TOtos. 
1  faring  nis  unsuccessful  contest  in  the 
town  of  Belfast,  a  dying  man  when  told 
that  he  could  not  go  to  tho  poll  replied, 
that  if  only  he  could  record  his  vote  for 
the  National  Party  his  death  would  be 
a  matter  of  no  concern.  Another  man, 
aged  91,  proposed  to  walk  seven  miles 
to  Tote,  and  did  actually  walk  four  bo- 
fore  he  oouid  obtain  a  seat  in  a  convey- 
ance. Kven  the  police  admittod  to  him 
at  the  booths  that  at  other  elections  the 
di Acuity  was  to  bring  up  voters  ;  but  in 
this  case  it  was  impossible  to  hold  thom 
hack  :  but  he  noticed  in  tho  doputation 
which  recently  waited  on  tho  Marviuess 
of  Salisbury,  that  a  flagrant  falsehood 
was  placed  in  the  forefront  of  the  pro- 
cooding.  [••  No  I  "]  Yes;  that  was  the 
fart.  In  the  progress  of  reform  the 
transition  of  the  party  of  tyranny  was 
l^enerally  from  brute  force  to  lies.  When 
brute  fon»e  failed,  they  resorted  to  false* 
hood.  It  was  their  last  card  in  the 
pack.  The  Marquees  of  Salisbury  was 
t  >ld  that  owing  to  intimidaticm  (though 
there  was  no  Potition  one-third  of  the 
vot»*rs  outnde  riAt««r  did  not  go  to  the 
{Mill.  Now,  could  thny  have  common 
jiatienco  with  that.  Could  statements 
«tich  as  those  bv  listened  to  with  pationce 
when  h<*  said  that  in  Ulster,  Leinstor, 
and  Connaught,  with  61  contests,  the 
t  >tal  number  of  votes  in  the  three  Pro« 
Tineas  reached  300,000?  8triking  out 
th«»  constituencioa  whero  there  were  no 
•  mtested  elts^tions,  and  where  there 
c«>ttld  bo  no  appeal,  and  which,  there- 
faro,  should  be  thrown  out  of  account, 
tJiO  pn>[K>rtion  of  doctors  who  artunlly 
«  ime  up  to  poll  in  the  contojito  1  I  )ivi« 
►i«ms  in  throo  Pro^iuco^  was 75  p<T  <ont. 
noi  ini*ludin^  spoiled  votes.  Would 
anyone  say  that  there  was  intimidation 
in  London?  Yet,  in  the  London  bo- 
roughs th<*  proportion  of  voters  was  7 1 
per  cent,  whilst  the  pereentaffo  all  over 
Ireland  was  75.  Now,  would  anyone 
have  the  hardihood — though  he  know 
that  was  the  chief  stock -in*  trade  of 
some  Gentlemen  opposite — would  any 
one  get  op  and  aav,  after  that  conclusive 
proof  that  Irelana  went  to  the  poll  more 


numerously  than  London,  that  intimi- 
dation kept  any  number  away  ?  Thero 
were  six  contests  in  Dublin,  four  of 
which  were  shams,  two  were  real.  That 
was,  there  wore  two  contests  in  which 
tho  anti-Nationalidts  might  have  been 
supposed  to  have  a  chance ;  but  four 
were  places  in  which  his  hon.  Friends 
could  not  be  beaten.  But  in  the  two 
casos  where  there  were  contests  the 
voting  was  80  per  cent,  and  that  in 
a  place  where,  if  they  wished  to  inti- 
midate,  and  could  have  done  so,  they 
would,  doubtless,  have  been  supposed 
to  perform  the  operation.  Out  of  68 
contests  which  the  Nationalists  fought 
they  were  beaten  in  four  only;  and 
when  he  told  the  House  that  one  of 
these  seats  was  taken  from  them  by 
a  majority  of  27  out  of  nearly  4,000, 
and  in  his  own  case  that  he  was  beaten 
by  35  out  of  8,000,  he  thought  it  woidd 
be  seen  that  hon.  (Gentlemen  opposite 
who  sat  for  these  constituencies  m  Bel- 
fast and  Derry  were  not  safe  in  their 
possessions;  and  he  might  auote  for 
their  comfort  the  words  of  Macbeth — 
'*  To  be  thus  is  nothing ;  but  to  bo  aafely  thas.** 
If  they  drew  a  line  round  Antrim  and 
around  two-thirds  of  Down,  they  would 
have  brought  the  anti-National  Party 
within  a  paddock.  So  that  it  was  ap- 
parent that  tho  anti-National  Party  in 
Ireland  had  no  longer  any  practical 
standing.  As  to  the  charge  of  intimi- 
dation, in  the  10  contests  between  Libe- 
rals and  Tories  where  the  Nationalists 
had  no  interest,  the  totalpoU  was  78 
per  cent  of  the  register.  Where,  then, 
was  the  intimidation  ?  But  in  the  two 
cases  where  they  had  a  real  contest  the 
poll  was  80  per  cent ;  and  now,  to  cap 
tho  climax  and  crown  the  argument,  he 
would  point  out  that  in  the  four  Ulster 
contosts,  whore  they  were  beaten,  and 
where  they  had  supreme  reason  for  inti- 
midation if  they  could,  and  were  it 
lawful,  in  the(«(*  four,  so  full  and  free 
was  the  election  that  the  voters  num- 
bered 90  per  cent  of  the  register.  Well, 
if  that  was  not  a  conclusive  case  he  did 
not  know  what  was.  He  had  proved 
that  where  the  fight  was  real  the  voting 
went  np,  and  that  the  vote  was  lower 
when  tiiey  were  not  concerned.  He 
hoped  that  the  House  would  not  in 
future  be  troubled  or  irritated  by  at- 
tempts to  minimize  the  effect  of  the  Na- 
tionalist victory  at  the  last  Oeneral  Elec- 
tion.    Omaiderisg  Uie  poverty  of  the 


211 


Addre%$  in 


ICOMMONSI 


AiMwer  to  Her 


212 


people,  and  the  distance  they  had  to 
travel  to  record  their  votes,  there  never 
was  an  instance  of  such  a  manifestation 
of  complote  confidence  in  a  Parlianien* 
tary  Party  as  was  afforded  by  the  results 
of  the  latt  General  Eluotion  in  Ireland. 
If  the  verdict  then  given  by  tlit^  Irish 
people  could  not  gain  for  Ireland  Par* 
liamentary  freedom,  he  feared  that  no 
Party  means  could  gain  it.  It  was  for 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
who  he  hoped  would  eoon  have  ^linis- 
terial  responsibility,  to  consider  whe- 
ther he  would  make  himself  a  partici^ 
pator  in  the  folly  of  the  present  Qovern- 
ment,  who,  while  friendly  to  the  rising 
in  arms  of  the  Koumelian  people,  ap- 
peared to  think  that  a  groat  Cons^titu- 
tional  movement  was  to  be  despised  and 
contemned  because  it  was  in  a  country 
within  the  British  Empire.  They,  the 
Irish  Members,  were  not  called  on  in 
this  stage  to  define  tbo  means  of  satis- 
fying the  demands  of  the  Irish  people. 
It  was  for  them  to  state  the  grievance  ; 
it  was  for  the  Government,  with  its  re- 
sources of  statesmanship,  to  find  these 
means.  It  had  been  shown  that  during 
the  last  85  years  since  the  Union  the 
population  of  Ireland  had  decayed  and 
fallen  away,  while  that  of  every  other 
country  had  increased;  that  land  had 
falleUi  and  was  falling,  out  of  cultiva- 
tion ;  that  distress  and  poverty  were  in- 
creasing; that  famine  was  becoming 
more  frequent  and  periodic,  and  that 
discontent  and  the  convulsion  of  society 
were  increasing.  ^Vhen  these  facts  were 
established  the  functions  of  the  Irish 
Members  were  discharged,  their  duty 
was  dune.  Those  who  had  the  responsi- 
bility as  well  as  tho  power  of  Govern- 
ment knew  well  that  within  the  bounds 
of  the  British  Empire  there  were  a  score 
or  so  of  Parliaments,  and  that,  never- 
theless, the  integrity  of  the  Empire  still 
exidted  ;  the  Government  must  be  vtTsod 
in  tie  framing  and  revinng  of  Conbli- 
tutions;  they  must  be  acquainted  with 
the  oouhtnietion  of  these  various  Parlia- 
ments, and  with  the  securities  e^^tab- 
]ihhed  to  prevent  tlicte  Parliaments 
transgressing  proper  bounds.  They  had 
agents  in  every  country,  and  could  exa- 
mine tho  duality  of  Austria  and  II un- 
garVy  of  Norway  and  ISwedcn,  of  Pin- 
land  with  Kassia;  they  could  consider 
the  ^reat  Federation  of  the  German 
Emmre,  and  the  miniature  Federation 
of  owitaarlaod*    It  was  for  the  Govern* 
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ment,  with  these  details  in  their  hands, 
to  inform  themselves  and  cull  and  select 
fi-om  those  various  precedents  that  sys- 
tem of  check  and  counter-check,  of 
balance  and  counterpoise,  by  which  free- 
dom might  bo  granted  the  people  of 
Ireland,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Empire 
at  tho  same  time  protected.  It  was 
absurd  and  delusive  to  pretend  that  the 
integrity  of  the  Empire,  the  supremacy 
of  the  Crown,  or  the  authority  of  the 
Empire  were  imperilled  or  called  in 
question  by  tho  wishes  or  necessities  of 
the  Irish  people.  The  supremacy  of  the 
Crown  was  never  called  in  question.  It 
remained  unaffected  in  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment that  previously  existed.  The 
supremacy  of  the  Crown  was,  in  fact, 
altogether  outside  the  scope  of  tho  ques- 
tion. The  supremacy  of  this  Parlia- 
ment required  no  guarantee ;  and  he 
would  tell  them  that  the  only  permanent 
guarantee  rested  in  the  satisfaction  of 
tho  people.  Let  them  only  consider  the 
effect  of  arbitrary  coercion.  Nothing 
but  discontent  and  opposition  oould  be 
felt  towards  the  insulting  rule  of  alien 
officials.  Let  them  contrast  that  with 
the  btate  of  affairs  which  would  ensue  if 
the  laws  for  Ireland  were  made  by 
Irishmen,  and  if  the  Irish  people  were 
sensible  that  the  law  deserved  their 
respect  and  obedience  because  it  was 
framed  with  a  view  to  their  wishes 
and  necessities,  where,  then,  would 
bo  the  danger  to  the  integrity  of 
tho  Empire  ?  As  to  the  authority 
of  this  Parliament,  had  they  not  all  the 
authority  necessary  for  the  supremacy  of 
the  Crown — the  authority  that  was  in- 
herent in  them  ?  The  Act  of  1782  was 
repealed — foully,  shamefully,  and  cor- 
ruptly repealed—in  1800  by  this  Parlia- 
ment. It  must,  therefore,  bo  obvious 
that  if  at  any  future  time  they  found  that 
the  exii«tonce  of  an  Irish  I'arliament  en- 
dangert*d  the  supremacy  of  the  Crown  or 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire  this  operation 
could  be  repeated,  lie  called  upon  them 
to  believe  him  when  be  said  that  if  they 
looked  around,  if  they  considered  tho 
numbers  of  the  Irish  race,  if  they  con- 
fidered  their  growth  and  power  in  other 
lands  ;  their  growing  influence  in  Eng- 
land, in  the  Colonies  and  dependencies, 
of  this  country  and  in  other  countries  ; 
if  they  took  into  account  and  into  their 
minds  the  persistent  and  unquenchable 
determination  of  that  race  to  procure  the 
freedom  of  their  oountxy ;  if  thej  also 
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fwninbered  the  g^wing  complications 
of  Briti«h  intorests  in  yarious  parts  of 
the  world,  and  the  ease  with  which  such 
complications  might  he  afTected  and  dis- 
tarbed,  the  p^wth  of  military  spirit  in 
Europe  and  othor  parts  of  the  woild, 
Ihej  would,  he  thought,  agree  with  him 
that  the  danger  to  the  integrity  of  the 
British  Empire  would,  as  far  as  Ireland 
was  eonoemed,  lie  in  a  doggod  perserer- 
ance  in  the  fatal — the  now  anachronistic 
— fallacy  of  keeping  at  their  doors  a  dis- 
contented country  and  a  convulsed 
society ;  and  that  so  far  as  Ireland  was 
coDcemed  the  permanent,  and  sole  per- 
manimt,  safety,  both  for  the  integrity  of 
the  Kmpire  and  the  supremacy  of  the 
(Vown,  lay  in  boldly,  courageously,  and 
frankly  approaching  tho  question,  and 
unce  for  all  giring  a  snfu  and  rational 
measure  of  freedom  to  tho  Irish  people. 
Ho  would  not  be  drawn  for  a  moment 
from  these  grare  questions  before  them 
by  any  6pe4H*h(.«^  that  had  been  made  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  into  any  idle 
or  bitt<»r  diecussion.  He  would  only  say 
that  the  peculiar  qualities  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite  (!Major 
Saunderson)  were  rather  thrown  away  on 
that  House.  That  House  liked  to  hear 
a  little  argument.  The  House  was 
patient  and  attentire  whenever  it  hoard 
a  spe^^ch  such  as  reasonable  men  might 
be  ozpected  to  offer,  or  ri^asonable 
m*>n  to  hear  with  patience ;  but  as 
far  as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man was  con<remed  his  eloquence  was 
rather  thrown  away — he  would  bo  more 
at  home  in  a  ditch-lining  region.  From 
what  he  had  seen  of  the  gallant  Gentle- 
man he  would  say  that  ho  would  probably 
have  made  an  exceedingly  proMmtable 
d-n^ish.  He  would  conclude  by  saying 
that  he  had  tak«n  from  the  right  hon. 
G*  ntleman  the  Member  for  Mid  liOthian, 
with  all  the  rcsp«*M  that  was  duo  fr(»ni 
ono  of  his  inexi'4'ri**iH*e  to  ono  of  hin  {;n*nt 
aMIity  and  experience,  the  advice  ho  had 
pven  with  rogonl  to  the  Npitit  in  which 
the  Irish  Naticinal  cau«e  should  1  o  dis- 
cussed. The  question  required  the  wis- 
d«ini  of  counsel,  the  moderation  of 
thonght,  and  theforlH*arance  of  language 
whieh  had  proceeded  from  tlie  right 
hoft.  Oeotleman;  and  ho  'Mr.  Sexton; 
waa  alao  mindful — and  he  believed  that 
(Ingland  as  well  as  Ireland  would  be 
oiiadfol''»^f  the  pmdeneo  and  forbear- 
aoee  and  •tataamanahip  of  the  oonrse  and 
examplo  set  by  the  hoo.  Member  for  Oork. 


For  his  part,  he  had  endeavoured  to 
confine  himself  to  arguments  relevant  to 
the  question ;  and  ho  thought  he  could 
say  with  some  confidence,  both  for  his 
hon.  Friends  and  himself,  that  they 
would,  with  all  that  force  that  was  in 
them,  whatever  provocation  might  be 
applied,  and  from  whatever  quarter  it 
might  come,  refrain  from  doing  any  act, 
or  from  saying  any  word,  by  which^they 
might  compete  with  others  in  the  evil 
system  of  exciting  passion.  They  would 
say  nothing  which  could  prejudice,  or 
hamper,  or  delay  that  calm,  wise,  peace- 
ful, and  he  hoped  friendly,  settlement  of 
the  great  national  and  international 
question  in  which  their  thoughts  and 
affections  were  engaged. 

Tub  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  surprise  felt  by 
tho  House  at  the  course  taken  by  the 
Irish  Party,  that  course  could  scarcely 
have  been  anticipated.  That  House, 
which  met  a  few  days  ago  for  the  de- 
spatch of  Public  Business,  was  elected 
under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  The 
House  would  remember,  and  it  had  been 
reminded  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  tho 
Member  for  Sligo  ^Mr.  iSexton),  that 
over  80  Representatives  for  Ireland  had 
beon  returned  to  Parliament  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  with  the  object,  of  promoting 
and  effecting,  if  possible,  the  separation  of 
themselves  and  their  country  from  tho 
Legislative  T'uion  with  England  which 
now  existed.  The  speeches  made  by 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  during  that  elec- 
toral contest  were  not  ambiguous.  What 
was  claimed  by  the  hon.  Members  who 
were  returned  was  complete  and  entire 
legislative  independence,  and,  therefore, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  there 
should  be  conceded  to  Ireland  and  the 
Parliament  established  there  power  and 
authority  over  the  Irish  PIxecutive,  and, 
with  that,  power  over  the  persona  and 
pr(>{  orly  of  everyone  in  Iri'land.  That 
programme  was  a  very  extensive  and 
exceptional  one ;  and,  when  a  Parlia- 
ment was  assembled  in  which  those  80 
Members  found  their  places,  it  would 
surely  seem  to  be  the  dear  duty  of  the 
responsible  Ministers  of  the  Crown  to 
advise  Her  Majesty  to  refer  in  some 
way  to  these  circumstances  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Bltgo  had,  however, 
criticised  tho  paragraph  relating  to 
Legialative  Union  in  tna  Speeoh  from 
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the  Throne,  and  he  had  called  it  un- 
usual and  unconstitutional.  Well,  ho 
(Mi\  Holmes)  would  admit  that  it  was 
unusual ;  but  he  denied  that  it  was  un-' 
constitutional.  A  paragraph  of  that 
sort,  it  was  truo,  did  not  appear  in  every 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  Indeed,  it 
necessarily  appeared  in  very  few  such 
Sjteeches ;  because  the  state  of  circum- 
stances in  which  such  a  paragraph 
would  be  inserted  was  very  excep- 
tional. When,  however,  those  very 
exceptional  circumstances  did  exist,  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  would  bo  want- 
ing in  their  duty  if  they  did  not  ad- 
vise the  Que(*n  to  express  the  opinion 
which  they,  as  her  Advisers,  were  un- 
derstood to  entertain.  He  might  refer 
the  House  to  a  great  authority  upon 
Constitutional  usage.  When  a  similar 
agitation  arose  in  Ireland  more  than  50 
years  ago — and  many  hon.  Members 
were  returned  from  Ireland  pledged  to 
a  similar  programme — ^a  great  Constitu- 
tional autnority,  Earl  Grey,  advised  Ilia 
Majesty  to  address  Parliament  in  lan- 
guage stronger  than  any  which  was 
used  on  the  present  occasion.  These, 
then,  being  the  circumf^tances  under 
which  the  House  assembled,  and  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  was  delivered, 
it  might  have  been  expoctod  that  the 
Leader  of  this  powerful  Party  would, 
in  some  way  or  other,  bring  the  subject 
to  the  notice  of  the  House,  and  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  upon  it.  He  ;Mr. 
Holmes;  would  admit  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork,  or  his  Colleague*, 
to  take  that  course  in  order  to  show  what 
their  views  were,  for  tliose  views  had 
been  most  distinctly  formulated  on  many 
oecasions,  when  they  had  said  that  what 
they  desired  was  a  f^eparation  frum  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  For  the  same 
rea»on,  it  was  not  niH^essary  that  they 
should  respond  to  the  invitutiou  of  the 
right  hon.  Genth*man  the  Member  for 
Mid  litJtbian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  to  state 
what  Were  their  views,  or  what  their 
countrymen  re<[uired.  But  he  (Mr. 
Holmes;  mu8t  con  i«-9s  he  was  surpriitod 
to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
(%)rky  the  Leader  of  their  powerful 
Party,  address  the  Ilouao  in  very  calm 
and  temperate  language  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  without  referring  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Legislative  Union  from 
one  end  of  his  speech  to  the  other.  Ho 
made  10010  remarks  on  the  Land  Laws 
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in  Ireland,  and  the  necessity  for  some 
further  legislation,  overlooking  the  fact 
that  for  the  last  five  years  the  Legisla- 
ture had  been  employed  in  dealing  with 
that  question.  He  referred  to  the  fact 
that  some  landlords  were  just  and  others 
unjust ;  but,  from  the  beginning  to  tho 
end  of  his  speech,  he  never  once  re- 
ferred to  the  platform  on  which  he  and 
his  Party  were  elected,  or  to  the  ques* 
tion  on  which  they  took  their  stand. 
Beyond  that,  on  the  previous  evening 
two  other  hon.  Members  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  Party  had  addressed  the 
House ;  and  if  they  had  not  altogether 
abstained  from  the  subject,  they  had 
by  no  means  given  it  a  prominent  posi- 
tion in  what  they  said.  Ho  (Mr.  Holmes) 
must,  however,  confess  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  had  that  night,  to 
a  certain  extent,  relieved  the  Hoose 
from  the  surprise  with  which  they  lis- 
tened to  the  hon.  Member  for  tho  City 
of  Cork,  and  had  enabled  them  to  clearly 
understand  tho  principle  and  policy  of 
the  distinguished  Leader  of  his  Party. 
lie  (Mr.  Holmes)  understood  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  to  say  that  he  and  his 
Friends  were  not  sure  at  present  of  tho 
course  which  might  be  taken  by  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  tho 
Opposition,  and  that  it  would,  therefore, 
be  premature  in  them  to  formulate  their 
demands  in  a  Resolution  until  thev  saw 
what  prospect  there  was  of  that  Resolu- 
tion not  only  commanding  the  votes  of  the 
80  Irish  Members,  but  also  receiving  the 
Bup)>ort  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
might  ultimately  succeed  in  educating  his 
Party  to  a  greater  extent  than  he  appeared 
to  have  done  at  present.  But  there  was  no 
necessity  for  the  hon.  Member  for  tho 
City  of  Cork  to  explain  what  his  policy 
and  his  views  were  on  this  subject.  Latt 
night  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Nuneaton 
Division  of  Warwickshire  (Mr.  Johnn) 
hnd  approved  the  policy  of  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  not  opening  his  hand,  and 
hud  siiid  that  it  was  not  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  his  Party  to  supply  views 
or  sup(;(»st  a  policy  to  the  Government, 
lie  (Mr.  Holmes^  quite  agreed  with  that 
proposition,  and  Her  Majesty's  Oovom- 
ment  had  not  asked  for  any  views ;  th<^ir 
own  views  were  expressed  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  and  in  the  speechaa  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  S>ecretary  of  State  for 
India,  who,  in  his  speech,  had  given  a 
temperate  and  grave  explanation,  not 
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merdj  of  the  Tiewa  of  Her  Majeety's 
i^orenimeiit,  but    of  the   entire  Tory 
Party.    The  hon.  Member  for  the  Nun- 
eaton  Dtviaion  of  Warwickshire  seemed 
prepared  to  follow  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Ijothian 
wherever  he  went ;  but  it  would  be  more 
to  the  purpose  to  know  the  policy  of  the 
I.^«^ers  of  the  Party  to  which  the  hon. 
Member   belonged,    and   that,    at   all 
eTents,  appeared  to  be  the  view  of  the 
hon.  Memoer  for  Northumberland  (Mr. 
Albert    Orey),   who    had  expressed    a 
desire  to  know  what  the  views  of  his 
l^sader  were,  and  a  wish  that  would,  it 
was  lo  be  hoped,  be  gratified  before  the 
d<*bato  ooncluded — to   hear    from    the 
r.«»ble  Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess 
«»f  Uartington),  or  some  other  Gentleman 
<»n  the  Front  <  >pposttion  Bench ,  whether 
they  were  not  disposed  to  furnish  some 
little  light  and  li^ading  on  this,  one  of 
the  greatest  questions  ever  submitted  to 
tho    House    of    Commons.      Ue    (Mr. 
ilolmee*   would  exprt^ss  the  hope  that 
the    hon.     Member    for    Northumber- 
land would  be  gratified  in  that  dosire ; 
but  it  was  a  very   slight  hope,   since 
the  condition  of  the  Front  Opposition 
B*nch  from   11  at  night  to  1   oVIock 
that  morning  had  not  been  of  a  cha- 
racter to  lead  one  to  believe  that  there 
was  that  profound  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject  which  one  would  have  supposed 
would  be  taken.     The  hon.  Member  for 
Hligo  in  his  speech  set  forth  the  distinct 
issue  that  his  Party  asked,  and  would 
accept—namely,  nothing  less  than  com- 
plete legislative  independence,  free  from 
any  control  whatever.      Here  was  the 
issue,  as  to  which  there  was  no  doubt  or 
ambiguity ;  and  if  it  could  not  be  eub- 
mittea  to  the  House  for  those  reasons  of 
policy  which  had  been  thrown  out  from 
time  to  time,  the  day  was  not  far  distant, 
he  hoped,  when  the  country  would  know 
the  views  of  all  its  politicians  on  the 
subject.    The  paragraph  in  the  Royal 
SpMch  dealing  with  Legislative  Union 
was  not  the  onlv  one  dealing  with  Ire- 
land.     It  was  followed  by  another  of 
grave  importance,  reouiring  most  sorious 
consideration  from  tne  House.    It  re- 
preeented  that  the  present  sccial  condi- 
tion of  Ireland  was  not  a  cheerful  one. 
It  painted  that  condition  in  colours  that 
must  be  called  ffloomy.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
in  ratering  to  this  paragraph,  said  that 
he  had  not  the  moans  of  knowing  what 


the  social  condition  of  Ireland  was.  He 
(Mr.  Holmes)  would  admit  that,  in  a 
question  of  that  kind,  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  had  more  moans  of  infor- 
mation than  any  independent  ^lember 
of  the  House ;  and  he  did  not  quarrel 
with  the  right  hon.  Qoutloman  for  sug- 
gesting that  this  was  a  matter  for  the 
(JovorDmont  to  consider  for  themselves. 
The  right  hon.  Gontleman  went  on  to  say 
that  his  mind  had  boon  engaged  daily 
and  nightly  in  considering  this  question 
for  some  time  past ;  but  he  (Mr.  Holmes) 
would  be  sorry  if  the  right  hon.  Oentlo- 
man  had  confined  his  attention  to  one 
fingle  aspect  of  the  queetion.  After  all, 
the  foundation  of  ail  legislation  must 
rest  on  the  social  condition  of  Ireland  ; 
and,  though  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  more,  still  every  independent  Mem- 
ber must  have  much  information  on  this 
point  at  his  hand.  Then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  engaged,  and,  as 
he  (Mr.  Holmes)  thonght,  honestly  en- 
gaged, from  1869,  during  the  time  he 
had  boen  in  Office,  in  promoting  mea- 
sures for  Ireland.  It  must  surely  occur 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  from  time 
to  time,  to  consider  what  had  been  the 
result  of  all  his  efforts.  A  very  remark- 
able statement  had  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  in  the  course  of 
the  debate— namely,  that  during  the 
past  five  years  Ireland  had  been  going 
from  bad  to  worse ;  that  discontent  had 
imreascd  and  prosperity  lessened ;  and 
yet  those  years  were  those  wherein  the 
greatest  efforts  were  made  at  concilia- 
tion. [Mr.  Sexton:  I  said  85  years, 
not  five  years.  1  At  all  events,  they 
might  take  thelast  five  years  of  special 
effort  as  typical,  during  which  time 
po  much  had  been  done  for  Ireland. 
\U*  should,  however,  go  a  little  more  into 
detail,  and  he  should  ask  whether  that 
debate  had  not  thrown  some  light  on 
the  matter  ?  The  right  hon.  Gontleman 
tUe  Member  for  Mid  Lotbian  might  not 
have  made  up  his  mind ;  but  tLu  hon. 
Member  for  Northumberland  (Mr.  A. 
Grey;  had  no  difficulty  on  that  point.  The 
hon.  Member  had  told  thorn  that  in  three 
Provinct^^  in  Ireland  the  only  law  recog- 
nized was  the  law  of  the  lieague.  Now, 
'  ho  (Mr.  Hohnes^  was  not  accepting  that 
'  himself  in  its  broad  and  general  lines. 
Ho,  however,  aj»ked,  what  had  they  on 
this  subject  from  tho  Kopresentatives  of 
the  National  I'arty?  lie  thought  the 
I  speeches  of  the  Members  for  the  City  of 
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Cork  and  for  Sligo  were  Texy  remarkable.  | 
The  House  would  remember  what  was 
stated  in  the  Royal  Speech,  that  there 
was  no  marked  increase  in  serious 
crime;  but  it  was  further  stated  that 
there  was  evidence  of  concerted  resist- 
ance  to  the  enforcement  of  legal  obliga- 
tions and  also  organized  intimidation. 
Now»  he  had  followed  carefully  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Oity  of  Cork,  who,  in  referring  to  the 
many  branches  of  the  National  League, 
said  strong  efforts  were  made  by  the 
Central  Authority  to  keep  those  branches 
within  legal  and  proper  bounds.  He 
(Mr.  Holmes)  would  admit  that  those 
efforts  had  been  made ;  but  the  hon. 
Member  had  not  told  the  House  how 
tho  efforts  were  received  by  the  local 
branches,  and  whether  they  were  suc- 
cessful. [Mr.  T.  C.  Harrihgton  :  They 
were.]  What  were  the  facts?  The  Na- 
tional League  had  been  growing  steadily 
for  some  years ;  indeed,  from  1 883,  when 
it  stood  at  242,  until»at  the  end  of  1884, 
it  had  692  branches.  In  July  last  it 
had  over  800  branches,  and  on  the  Slst 
of  December  it  had  1,280  branches. 
[*'Hear,  hear!  "]  He  was  quite  pre- 
pared for  those  cheers.  Ho  knew  that 
it  was  their  anxiety  and  wish  to  increase 
this  organisation;  and,  further,  the 
House  had  been  told,  in  the  most  dis- 
tinct terms,  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo,  that  the  League  intended  to  con- 
tinue its  work  until  the  Irish  Party  had 
carried  their  great  object,  an  indepen- 
dent Le^slature.  Indeed,  he  was  very 
much  nustaken  if  a  great  portion  of  tho 
hon.  Member's  remarks  was  not  a  jupti- 
fication  of  that  very  intimidation  con- 
demned in  the  Queen's  Speech,  seeing  it 
was  referred  to  by  him  as  a  safety-valve. 
What  was  the  character  of  this  concerted 
action,  this  organized  intimidation? 
From  the  information  they  had  boon  able 
to  obtain  it  amounted  to  this — that  the 
League  dictated  to  every  person  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  what  tnoir  rourno 
of  action  should  be,  and  interfered  with 
that  individual  libortv  which  should  bi> 
protected  in  every  civilized  Stat<s  and 
that  not  as  between  landlord  and  ten* 
ant  alone,  but  in  every  relation  of  life. 
[**No,  no!"]  lie  should  be  able  t«) 
satisfy  the  House  by  evidonoe  that  that 
was  so.  Tho  qucAtion  could  not  bo  re- 
solved by  mere  statiftics  of  crime.  To 
borrow  a  word  from  the  hon.  Member, 
tho  opentions  of  the  system  were  fre- 


quently  intangible;  they  could  hardly 
reach  it,  or  touch  it.  They  knew  meet- 
ings were  held ;  but  they  had  no  means 
of  learning  what  was  done  at  them. 
[**  Oh,  oh !  "]  He  was  well  aware  that 
there  were  public  meetings  of  this  body ; 
but  the  dangerous  action  of  this  organi* 
zatlon  originated  not  at  the  public,  but 
at  the  private  meetings.  It  was  in  pri- 
vate houses  that  their  plans  were  carried 
out  with  regard  to  intimidation,  and  it 
was  there  that  the  danger  lurked,  that 
the  danger  was  to  be  found.  Tho  effect 
could  only  be  judged  by  combining  the 
evidence  of  certain  isolated  facts,  each  one 
small  in  itself,  and  by  the  statements  of 
those  well  acquainted  with  tho  country. 
The  statements  in  the  Iloyal  Speech  wore 
based  on  documents  prepared  by  Go- 
vernment officials.  The^  were  based  on 
statements  of  those  who  had  no  power 
or  wish  to  manipulate  statistics.  They 
were  also  based  on  the  statements  of  the 
Judges,  who.  in  the  month  of  December, 
had  directed  that  the  writs  of  the  Supe- 
rior Courts  should  bo  served  through  the 
post,  and  not  personally,  owing  to  the 
system  of  intimidation  by  these  1,200 
branches  of  the  National  League.  They 
were  also  based  upon  tho  fact  that  at 
the  Licensing  Sessions  in  October  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Crown  to  oppose  the 
issue  of  licences ;  because  publicans,  by 
refusing  to  supply  persons  obnoxious 
to  the  League,  failed  to  fulfil  the  obliga- 
tions attaching  to  their  licence.  Ho 
might  also  refer  to  the  remarkable  case 
of  the  ''  Boycotting  "  of  the  Cork  Steam 
Packet  Company.  That  was  once  a 
prosiperous  and  wealthy  concern;  but 
because  they  carried  out  their  obligations 
as  common  carriers  to  an  Association, 
they  had  been  almost  ruined  and  brought 
to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  ["Hear, 
hear!'']  The  cheers  of  hon.  Members 
showed  that  they  approved  of  that.  It 
was  unfortunate,  perhaps,  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  obliged  to 
my  thut  th(>y  considered  that  such  action 
on  tlio  part  of  any  orgaiuziition  was  one 
which  was  contrary  to  tho  first  principles 
of  law.  In  support  of  his  assertion  that 
that  org'nni/.  it  ion  carried  on  its  opera- 
tions in  almoHt  everv  part  of  tho  country 
and  in  relation  to  almunt  every  buslDC'^s 
of  life  tluT*^  was  c»no  {li^uo  of  evidence 
h*«  would  like  to  briii^  tifon*  tL**  House. 
It  tv>  happened  that  there  wun  published 
in  United  JrtUnd^  a  journal  conducted 
with  great  ability,  and  in  support  of  tho 
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Natioiud  League,  each  week,  a  aeries  of 
reaolotiont  supplied  by  the  secretaries 
of  Tarioos  branches  throughout  the 
ccnatrj;  and  by  reading  those  resolutions 
«me  oould  form  some  idea  of  the  nature 
of  the  operations  of  this  organization. 
In  a  copy  of  the  paper  for  (A:tober  24, 
l.t*  found  that  at  a  moeting  of  the  branch 
at  Oughterard  the  following  resolution 
passed  :"— 


**ThAt  ia  riew  of  the  preient  dopretnon  and 
fall  in  the  price  of  itook  end  ferm  produeo  we 
cell  apun  tlie  ehup  keeper*  to  grant  a  redaction 
I  i  2o  |M>r  cent  in  all  outstanding  debts,  as  it  is 
tnijM^aible  fur  the  poor  tenant  dinners  to  meet 
».l  tbfnr  liabilities  at  present.** 

It  would  thus  be  seen  that  this  was  not 
a  matter  between  landlords  and  tenants, 
hut  that  the  ordinary  shop-keepers  were 
railed  ui>on,  with  the  sanction  of  tho 
National  League,  to  make  a  reduction 
«»f  25  per  cent.  From  tho  same  journal, 
and  almost  next  in  succession,  ho  road 
that  at  a  meeting  at  Caherlino,  County 
limerick — 


**  The  esse  of  a  Imd-|rrabber,  who  had  made 
a  half-hearted  ioncndcr  of  his  ill-gotten 
plandcT,  was  before  the  meeting.  It  was  ro- 
•i»Iiri«l  to  rxcnnso  tho  force  of  public  opinion 
aicsiast    htm   until    a  complete  restitution  is 


What  was  the  meaning  of  a  land-grabber 
according  to  this  resolution  ?  It  meant 
a  man  who,  when  a  farm  was  vacant, 
ch<Me  to  enter  into  it,  baring  made  a 
Contract  with  the  owner.  It  was  not 
contended  that  this  person  was  not  i)or- 
foctly  entitled  by  the  law  to  do  so.  He 
made  a  bargain  with  the  owner  to  occupy 
the  land  for  a  curtain  time  on  certain 
terma,  and  for  this  the  oporatitmH  of  thi> 
»i<ioty  were  directed  against  him.  It 
might  be  aaid  that  procoodingn  wore 
only  taken  against  men  who  had  taken 
farms  from  wnich  men  had  been  evicted. 
Mr.  T.  0.  IlAnniKUToK :  Unjustly 
•Ticted.l  But  ho  Mr.  Ilolmcs)  main- 
tained tnat  mi'n  who  took  land  yoar  after 
yrar  from  certain  landlords  w<*ro  nut 
under  tho  same  ban.  Again,  he  read  in 
I'mtttJ  InUmd^  of  November  UI,  that  tht> 
following  resolution  was  unanimously 
iisssed  at  a  moeting  held  at  Orane  anil 
Urlingibrd : — 


»« 


Thai  as  Locd  llonotgarret's  agent,  Mr. 
Keovgh*  has  deprived  Jamee  Ilvrke  of  his  pusi- 
t«o&  as  gamekeeper  fur  no  other  crimo  than  re- 
fenag  to  herd  aa  ericted  farm,  wo  hervby 
anaoMiifiS  to  all  whom  it  majr  conr4»m  that  who- 
ever  gnhs/aoMi  Uerko'a  sitnalion  as  game- 
ibaU  bs  looked  vpoa  as  SB  ordinary  graaa 


or  land-grabber,  and  that  we  ose  all  lawful 
means  to  secure  that  Lord  Monntgarret*s  duoks 
and  grouse  shall  be  allowed  hencdorth  to  take 
care  of  themeelres.*' 

It  would  bo  observed  that  this  was  not 
a  case  of  land-grabbing,  but  that  of 
taking  the  ordinary  situation  of  game- 
keeper. Here  was  a  resolution  put  and 
carried  at  a  meeting  at  Kilworth  and 
Aralcn — 

**  That  wc  hcroby  reiterate  our  determination 
not  to  pay  rents  without  tho  abatements  already 
agrtt'd  u|>on,  and  thnt  any  one  receding  from 
this  determination  bo  heroby  declared  a  tnitor.** 

He  would  go  next  to  a  resolution  passed 
on  tho  same  day  at  a  moeting  of  tho 
branch  at  BarradufiT,  County  Kerry — 

"  That  the  resolution  against  Patrick  Neagle 
bo  roflcind<Ml,  and  any  persons  who  wish  to  hold 
intercourse  with  him  may  do  so,  though  wo  will 
not  at  present  admit  him  a  memUer  of  our 
branch.*' 

Again,  at  Ballygran  (Charlevillo),  the 
following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  : — 

"  That  we  call  on  the  contractors  for  labourers* 
cottagvs  throughout  tho  Croom  X^nion  not  to 
dcul  with  any  obnoxious  persons  in  the  taking 
of  lime  or  any  other  materials  for  the  building 
of  sanio.** 

At  Bathmore,  County  Kerry,  on  De- 
cember 12,  tho  following  rocolutiona 
were  passed  unanimously : — 

*'  (I)  That  any  person  found  oommnnicating 
with  a  few  obnoxious  individuals  in  this  locality 
will  bo  (*x|H'Ued  from  the  League  henceforth ; 
.2)  th'it  every  prnxm  presonting  cattle  for  sale 
ut  a  fiir  shall  produce  his  card,  and  that  no 
btiyer  purchaso  from  any  pi^rson  without  pro- 
during  same;  (3)  that  no  iodiridual  sell  to  any 
dt  \\i't  without  pr<«8enting  his  card,  as  it  is  the 
only  way  of  deterting  those  employed  by  the 
I>tf«'nco  Vnionihts»  and  that  wo  call  on  the 
(•th'r  branches  to  follow  this  example.*' 

So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  every  person 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  League  was 
preroutL-d  from  buying  and  soiling  In 
the  ordinary  fairs  and  markets  of  tho 
country ;  and  in  County  Limerick  one 
of  tho  branches  called  tho  attention  of 
tliu  burrounding  branchos  to  tho  prescnco 
of  an  Eiaer^vucy  gang  in  the  neigh- 
bourh'/oJ,  and  atikod  tho  people  to  co- 
opernto  iiith  thcia  in  refusing  to  have 
any  dealt nf'^'i  with  the  **  wretch os."  At 
Newcastle  Wci^t,  according  to  tho  re- 
cord— 

*•  A  m«*n  camo  bi-foro  the  meeting  and  ex- 
\M*  p*'  (I  his  •-  trow  furhavinf?  work**.!  fur  Darcy, 
tho  *  H'lvcwtt*'! '  hnd-priKi>«T.  H«»  now  pm- 
mis(  4  t<>  have  his  employer  forthwith,  as  did 
also  his  wiCo,  who  is  a  wtt«ih«-rw<)man  thfro.  II is 
apology  was  accuptod,  and  tho  LuAgue  promist.'U 

IBfc^nd  Sight'] 


328 


Addr$i$  in 


(C0KH0N8} 


Anstcer  to  Mfr 


224 


to  find  a  hottie  for  him.  The  lecretary  waa 
dirooted  to  write  to  the  landladies  of  two  pahlic 
offidala  who  are  pertistently  keeping  company 
with  Darcy  and  his  family,  with  the  view  to 
have  them  shift  their  lodgings." 

At  Balljlanders,  a  charge  being  made 
against  Peter  Croagh  for  using  English- 
made  nails,  he  promised  to  encourage 
'*  Irish  manufacture  for  the  future." 
There  seemed  to  be  some  notion  of  a 
Statute  of  Limitations  on  the  part  of  tho 
League,  as  was  shown  by  a  resolution 
from  the  branch  at  AhaboUogue,  County 
Cork— 

**  Mr.  J.  Carroll  laid  a  statement  hefore  the 
committee  of  his  eviction  in  1867  and  the 
grabbing  of  his  farm  by  his  brother.  Tho  com- 
mittee consider  that  tho  conduct  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Carroll  was  very  bad  ;  but  having  some  doubt  as 
to  the  power  of  the  League  in  a  case  occurring 
in  1867,  the  secretary  was  directed  to  com- 
municate with  the  Central  League  on  the  sub- 
ject." 

Would  the  National  League  go  to  tho 
trouble  of  passing  resolutions  of  that 
kind  if  they  were  not  aware  that  there 
was  a  power  behind  them  which  gave  a 
sanction  to  such  resolutions  ?  The  fact 
was,  that  unless  this  organization  changed 
its  mode  of  operation,  or  unless  it  could 
be  compelled  to  change  that  mode  of 
operation,  they  could  not  have  in  many 
parts  of  Ireland  that  authority  of  law 
and  order  which  was  necessary  in  any 
ciyilixed  country.  Now  it  might  be  said, 
what  had  the  Government  done  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  this  organization 
under  control?  He  did  not,  in  the 
i^ightest  degree,  shrink  from  that  ques- 
tion. The  Qoyemment  had  been  in 
Office  for  six  months.  During  the  years 
1884  and  1885  the  National  league  was 
rapidly  developing,  and  the  GoTemment 
of  the  riffht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber  for  llid  Lothian  did  nothing  to 
check  its  advance.  ''Boycotting"  was 
not  a  'growth  of  six  months,  but  had 
beon  going  on  for  some  years  past.  It 
was  somewhat  difficult  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  find  a  remedy  when  they  had 
been  in  Office  only  six  months,  seeing 
that  tho  late  Government  were  un- 
able to  discover  any  practical  remedy 
after  bctnff  in  Office  fi?e  years.  Thon, 
again,  in  rCovembor  last,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  oxcitement  arising  from  tho 
Klt^tions ;  and  he  thought  that  it  would 
be  unreasonable  to  take  notice  of  words 
that  might  be  used  at  such  a  time — 
words  whieh  would  not  be  repeated  in 
calmer  moments.    Before  the  Kxeeuti?o 
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took  exceptional  powers,  it  was  quite 
right  that  they  should  wait  and  see  what 
the  state  of  the  country  would  be  when 
the  contest  was  over.  During  that  period 
of  excitement,  however,  all  measures  that 
could  be  taken  ought  to  be  taken  under 
the  ordinary  law.  No  blame,  he  sub* 
mittod,  could  be  attached  to  the  Execu- 
tive, who  had  been  making  every  effort 
to  crush  intimidation.  But  if  they  had 
not  succeeded  up  to  the  present  time,  it 
might  be  asked  what  they  intended  to  do 
in  the  future?  The  Speech  from  the 
Throne  indicated  pretty  clearly  that  if 
the  ordinary  law  was  found  to  bo  in- 
sufficient  for  crushing  this  organized  in- 
timidation, exceptional  measures  would 
be  asked  for  by  the  Government.  The 
Speech  indicated  something  further — 
namely,  that,  as  far  as  tho  present  infor- 
mation of  the  Government  went,  the 
powers  which  the  ordinary  law  gave 
were  not  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Albert 
Grey)  had  asked  what  was  the  necessity 
of  waiting  for  the  Report  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith), 
who,  in  a  day  or  two,  would  be  respon- 
sible for  the  Government  of  Ireland  ? 
The  Government  of  L*eland  had  in  ita 
possession  many  means  of  information ; 
but,  surely,  it  would  be  a  very  excep- 
tional course  to  formulate  what  might  be 
necessary  at  a  time  when  the  Govern- 
ment was  in  a  state  of  transition.  The 
House  had  the  assurance  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  it  would  shrink  from  no  re- 
sponsibility for  the  purpose  of  securing 
in  Ireland  good  order  and  obedience  to 
the  law.  lie  contended  that  the  lan- 
guage used  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech  waa 
luiitifiod  by  the  state  of  the  case.  But 
he  took  no  pleasure  in  making  that  state- 
ment. He  believed  that  Iler  Majesty's 
Cfovemment  were  as  anxious  as  any  Go- 
vernment ever  were  to  do  full  justice  to 
Ireland ;  and  he  said  more,  for  he  be- 
lie?ed  that  the  Supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment, from  whatever  part  of  Ireland 
they  came,  were  convin(^  that  full  and 
fair  jufitice  must  be  done  where  it  was 
necessary  to  carry  out  any  change  of  the 
law.  As  far  as  the  Irivh  Executive  were 
i  concerned,  the  House  might  rely  that  no 
effort  would  be  lost  to  ref^tore  order  and 
;  to  rcmrdy  nny  gri«»vanro  that  oxi&t»»d — 
any  gricTunce  that  cuuld  bel<*ptimately 
!  remedied.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  f<jr  Mid  Lotliian  yesterday, 
in  solemn  words,  asked  the  House  to 
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r«iB«mber  that  in  the  difficult  po«ition 
ID  which  thejr  were  at  the  present  time 
placed,  their  g^at  object  should  be  to 
arrive  at  the  truth,  and  that  thoj  should 
put  aside  prejudice,  and  free  themselres 
from  anything  like  Party  oonBict.  As 
far  as  they  on  the  Ministerial  side  were 
ecmoenied,  they  would  be  sorry  indeed 
to  make  any  political  capital  out  of  this 
question.  In  anything  they  might  do, 
and  in  anything  they  had  said,  they  had 
the  deepest  sense  of  responsibility,  and 
were  under  the  obligation  of  a  most 
sacred  duty.  If  it  had  been  announced 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  II er  Majesty *s 
responsiblo  Adrisers  that  the  Fnion 
«hould  be  preserved,  the  reason  of  that 
was  that  tney  believed  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  would  not  only  bo  fatal  to 
the  interests  of  the  Empire,  but  slso 
fatal  to  Irish  interests.  If  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  might  be  necesAarv  to 
a»k  the  Uouse  to  confer  ui>on  them 
power*  to  cope  with  intimidation,  thoir 
only  reason  was  that  they  believed  it 
was  of  the  first  importance  for  Irich  in- 
tvTetta  and  for  everyone  connected  with 
that  country  to  have  order  and  law  main- 
tained. 

Ma.  LABOUCIIERE  said,  he  did  not 
pay  any  very  great  attention  to  what 
frll  from  the  lipe  of  the  right  hon.  and 
h'amed  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  (Mr.  Holmes).  He  had  observed 
that  the  very  last  (M^rHons  consulted  by 
the  Government  with  regard  to  itn 
policy  in  Ireland  were  the  Law  Officers 
for  Ireland.  As  far  as  he  (Mr.  I^bou- 
chcn*;  could  understand,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  threw  over,  um 
far  aa  he  possibly  could,  th<^  L<»adcr  of 
his  Party.  He  stated,  after  explaining 
that  all  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
meat  coming  from  Ireland— a  very  small 
body — would  do  full  just  ice  to  Ireland, 
that  he  connidered  thelrovemmont  ought 
as  aoon  aa  poa^ibh*  to  bring  in  Homo 
(  ofTcion  Bill.  It  was  perfectly  true,  he 
>aid.  that  in  the  excitement  of  the  Kl«  ac- 
tions things  were  said  and  done  that 
%»aght  to  be  overlofik<*d  ;  but  it  shouM  bo 
remembered,  he  remarked,  that  **  Hoy* 
cutting  "  still  continued,  and  then^fore 
a  Coercion  Hill  should  bo  brought  in  at 
unce.  Thore  had  bien,  ho  {lointtMl  out, 
a  great  deal  of  **  Boycotting.''  Why 
had  not  the  (tovemmont  prompt u ted  tho 
"  Boycott4rrs  ?  "  The  right  hon.  Gtn- 
tleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxoho<|uer 
(8cr  Michael  Uicka-Beach;  said  that  in 
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every  case  where  the  crime  was  known, 
and  **  Boyoottors'*  had  been  prosecuted, 
convictions  had  been  secured.  In  the 
face  of  that  admission  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  he  (Mr.  Labouohero)  failed 
to  see  the  necosnity  for  any  coercive 
legif>lation.  He  should  like  to  know 
why  the  ordinary  law  was  not  put  into 
force  against  the  persons  known  to  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  who  stood 
alone  on  the  Front  Bench  in  demanding 
a  Coercion  Bill  to  doal  with  intimida- 
tion? He  thought  he  was  justified  in 
saying  that  the  Govornment  rarely  con- 
sulted their  Law  OfRccrs  for  Ireland  as 
to  what  they  intended  to  do  in  Ireland. 
With  respect  to  the  Address,  there  was 
one  paragraph  to  which  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  give  his  assent.  It  was  the 
paragraph  relating  to  Ireland.  The 
paragraph  stated  that  the  Queen  re- 
gretted that  an  attempt  had  been  made 
to  excite  the  people  of  Ireland  to  hosti- 
lity against  the  Ijegislative  Union  be- 
tween that  country  and  Great  Britain, 
and  Her  Majesty  was  resolutely  opposed 
to  any  disturbance  of  that  fundamental 
law— namely,  the  Liegislative  Union. 
He  (Mr.  Labouchere)  did  not  attach 
undue  importance  to  a  Queen's  Speech ; 
for,  as  hon.  Members  were  well  aware, 
it  merely  embodied  the  sentiments  of 
the  (rovomment  for  the  time  being,  and 
was  in  itself  of  no  more  binding  effect 
than  a  speech  delivered  by  a  Minister 
in  his  place.  Lord  Salisbury  and  his 
followers  had  been  prating  and  protest- 
ing a  good  deal  of  late  against  any  dis- 
turbance of  fundamental  law,  forgetting 
that  that  fundamental  law  was  only 
established  at  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent century,  and  had  already  been 
changed  by  the  destruction  of  the  Irish 
Church.  It  might  be  supposed,  from 
what  had  b<>on  said,  that  this  was  one 
of  the  laws  made  by  the  Saxons.  It 
was.  however,  not  an  old  law,  but,  prac- 
ti(  ally,  a  now  one.  If  hon.  (rentlomen 
who  were  always  talking  about  the  Con- 
^titution  knew  what  the  Constitution 
wart,  they  would  se«>  that  there  were  no 
fundamental  laws  in  it.  The  Coni^titu- 
tion  meant  not  permanency,  but  change. 
They  couM  (liango  and  modify  an}  thing 
to  hU't  tho  ri'<|Uireuients  of  the  age.  It 
wuH  a  moht  uufonstitutional  thing  to 
siiy  that  one  law  was  a  fundamental  law 
and  that  another  should  be  changed. 
Ho  stood  by  thu  Constitution,  and  con- 
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tended  that  those  who  called  themselves 
the  defenders  of  the  Oonstitution  had 
invented  an  entirely  new  principle  with 
their  fundamental  law.    He  did    not 
regret  that  the  attempt  spoken  of  had 
been  made.     He  rejoiced  that  it  had 
been  made,  and  hoped  that  it  would  be 
successful.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  asked 
why  an  Amendment  had  not  been  pro- 
posed from  that  side  of  the  House  ?    He 
(Mr.    Labouchere)    was  not  going   to 
answer  for  right  hon.  Qentlemen  on  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench ;  but  the  reason 
why  an  Amendment  had  not  been  pro- 
posed by  hon.  Members  sitting  below 
the  Gangway  was  because  an  Amend- 
ment only  dealt  with  practical  politics, 
and  there  was  no  reason  in  the  world 
why  they  should  interfere  with  the  re- 
grets contained  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
or  rectify,  by  means  of  an  Amendment, 
the  historical  errors  of  the  Gorornmoat. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  seemed  to  con- 
sider that  this  Parliament  was  a  Bort  of 
Irish  faction  fight.    They  were  continu- 
ally trailing  their  coat  along  the  ground, 
and  asking  someone  to  jump  upon  it; 
and  they  almost  went  on  their  knees, 
imploring  someone  to  oome  forward  and 
turn  them  out  of  Office.    Considering 
the  present  state  of  Ireland,  as  set  forth 
in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  he  should  hare  thought  that 
the  Government  would  have  mad  3  some 
more  practical  recommendations  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  than  were  to 
bo  found  there.     Ministers  absolutely 
told  the  House  that  thev  knew  nothing 
at  all  abnut  Ireland.     They  had  been  in 
Office  for  many  months  now ;  they  had 
had  the  assistance  of  Lord  Carnarvon  and 
of  the  late  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant;   but  at  present  their  only 
scheme  for  the  government  of  Ireland 
consisted  in  sending  the  right  hon.  G(»n- 
tloman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  to  Ireland  as  the 
new  Irish  Minister.     He  could  not  un- 
derstand how  that  right  hon.  Gentleman,  ! 
in  a  few  week^'  time,  was  to  disco?er  \ 
everything  eonnectf'd  with  the  state  of  i 
Ireland,  or  how  he  could  pris^ibly  know  | 
more  about  the  condition  of  the  country  ' 
than  Lord  Carnarvon  or  tbo  late  Chief 
Secretary.     There  was  one  fact,   bow-  ' 
ever,  more  important  than  thi^  new  ap-  ' 
I>oiDtment.     It  consii^tiMl   in  this — that 
((G  Mombers  had  been  returned  to  this  ! 
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Parliament  under  the  Eleotoral  Law 
passed  last  year,  and  passed  deliberatdy 
with  the  intention  that  the  opinion  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  should  be  fairly 
represented  in  this  country.  The  Irish 
Representatives  had  come  back  to  the 
now  Parliament  with  a  policy.  He  did 
not  say  that  they  were  prepared  at  once 
to  go  into  the  details  of  that  policy ; 
but  the  Government  certainly  knew  what 
the  opinion  of  Ireland  was.  In  these 
circumstances,  what  did  the  (K)vemment 
do  ?  In  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
the  Government  tried  to  tell  the  Irish 
Members  that  no  conciliation  was  pos- 
sible. The  Government  would  not  even 
listen  to  their  arguments,  but  imme- 
diately stepped  in,  before  hearing  what 
they  had  to  say,  and  told  them  that  it 
was  a  fundamental  law  of  this  country 
that  they  could  not  grant  what  Irish 
Members  considered  just  and  desirable 
for  Ireland.  Was  the  government  of 
Ireland,  at  the  present  time,  soexoellent 
that  the  Government  could  come  forward 
and  say  that  no  possible  change  in  that 
government  could  be  made  ?  He  would 
read  two  extracts  from  speeches  which 
had  been  delivered  on  this  question  by 
two  distinguished  politicians.  One  was 
from  a  speech  delivered  by  Lord  Gowper, 
whom  the  Conservatives  almost  lauded 
when  in  Ireland,  a  Nobleman  not  dis- 
tinguished for  his  exaggerated  Badical 
views. 

"  In  IrsUnd  all  local  matten  are  really 
managed  thronfch  the  initnimentality  of  tho 
Resident  Magistrate,  and  the  Ueflident  Magis- 
trate is  in  constant  communication  with  tho 
Castle.  This  state  of  things  has  partly  arisen 
from  the  helpless  nature  of  the  Irish.  .  .  A 
hateful  i^'stem  of  bareaucratic  gorenunent  it 
the  result." 

The  other  extract  was  from  a  sneeoh  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vfember 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  Joseph 
Chamberlain),  in  which  he  said  thiat 
the  system  of  Irish  government  was 
founded  on  the  bayonets  of  90,000  sol- 
diers, encamped  permanently  in  a  hos- 
tile country,  and  that  it  was  a  system 
conipletely  centralized  as  that  of  Bussia 
in  Poland,  or  Austria  in  Venice.  But 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  Stato 
for  India  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill, 
ssid  that  the  Government  would  not 
oven  grant  to  Ireland  at  present  any 
concession  in  regard  to  County  Govern- 
ment. The  noble  Ijord  had  adopted  a 
mo*«t  extraordinary  theory  in  regard  to 
this  matter.    He  said,  in  effect,  that 
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the  OoTemmeat  would,  perhapt,  pro* 
Tided  the  Irishmen  conaacted  thorn- 
a«%lTee  properly,  kindly  g^rant  this  reform 
to  them,  and  would  throw  to  them  some 
little  aop  in  the  way  of  County  Govern- 
ment. The  noble  Ix>rd  complained, 
frequently,  of  some  ambiguity  in  the 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Uid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone). It  was  pointed  out  that  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  reforrod  to 
I/wal  GoTemment,  he,  perhaps,  did  not 
mean  the  same  thing  that  was  moant 
by  the  GoTomment  when  thoy  spoke  of 
Ijoetd  (^oTsmment.  lie  (Mr.  Labou- 
chere^  thought  it  was  somewhat  strange 
that  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
r.ppoeite  should  complain  of  ambiguity 
on  the  part  of  any  Member  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  of  the  House,  considering 
thai  during  the  last  few  weeks  they 
had  been  doing  nothing  but  trying  to 
muddle  up  the  whole  question  of  Local 
<loTemmont  or  Home  Rule,  and  to 
ittsiiit  in  their  newspapers  and  in  public 
that  Home  Rulo  meant  nothing  but 
separation.  Did  Home  Rule  mean  no- 
thing but  separation  ?  Were  they  to 
understand  that  if  in  Ireland  there  was 
a  eeparate  Parliament,  perf<>ctly  in  do- 
pendent  of  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
this  would  necessarily  mean  separation  ? 
IHd  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
know  that  in  Hungar}%  Sweden,  Nor- 
way, Hwitxerland,  Germany,  and  in  many 
other  countries  there  were  local  GoTom- 
menta  and  an  Imperial  Government 
also,  and  that  the  local  Governments 
were  absolutely  independent  in  all  local 
matters  of  the  Imperial  Government? 
What  was  Canada  ?  Was  Canada  an 
integral  part  of  the  Empire,  or  was  it 
nut  If  ^^  ere  our  Colonies  not  an  inte- 
gral part  of  our  Empire  ?  To  tay  that 
the  fart  of  there  being  one,  two,  or  three 
Parliaments  must  necessarily  produce 
the  disintegration  of  the  British  Empire 
was  to  absolutely  ignore  the  fact  of 
what  the  British  Empiro  was  oomp<).<oJ. 
As  he  had  said,  the  British  lOmpiro  was 
ri>Qpossd  not  only  of  tho«o  Iftlands,  but 
sbo  of  oar  (^olonics.  One  would  sup- 
priee  that  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  were  under  the  impre^HJon 
that  the  system  of  one  Parliament  f<ir 
two  Islands  was  a  scirt  of  i^ivine  iobti- 
tutiott,  and  that  anything  elite  wai  likely 
to  bring  ruin  to  the  Empire  that  act  ept»  d 
it.  What  wa4  thi^  Union  ?  It  wa^  the 
ooleome  of  the  grossest  corruption  ever 


perpetrated.  That  was  an  historical  and 
admitted  fact.  Titles  were  sold  openly 
in  the  market  like  cattle,  and  yet  they 
wore  told  that  they  must  listen  to  the 
views  of  Dukes  and  Peers,  when  they 
chose  to  say  that  we  must  not  grant 
Home  Rule,  or,  if  wo  did,  those  who 
called  themselves  Liberals  now  would 
join  the  Conservatives  henceforward. 
He  noticed  the  other  day  in  a  Conserva- 
tive paper  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
the  letter  written  by  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford and  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
Duke  of  Westminster  were  of  more  im- 
portance to  the  country  than  the  results 
of  the  late  General  Election.  As  far  as 
he  (Mr.  Labouchere)  was  concerned,  it 
was  a  matter  of  the  most  absolute  indif- 
ference to  him,  and  he  thought  to  most 
hon.  Members  of  the  House,  what  the 
Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Westminster 
thought.  He  knew  this,  however — that 
the  Duke  of  Westminster  the  other  day 
made  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  and 
Hourrilous  speeches  which  oould  have 
been  made  either  by  a  Duke,  or  by  any 
other  person. 

Mr.  finch  HATTON:  I  rise  to 
Order.  I  wish  to  ask  you,  Sir,  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  Order  in  refer- 
ring to  a  Member  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  in  such  a  manner? 

Mr.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man redects  in  disparaging  terms  on  a 
Member  of  the  otlier  1  louse  of  Parlia- 
ment ho  is  cleariy  out  of  Order.  But  I 
do  not  gather  from  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  that  he  is  referring  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  or  to  anything  which 
has  passed  in  that  As8ombly. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEliE  said,  that  hon. 
Members  who  had  sat  in  the  previous  Par- 
liament were  well  aware,  from  his  conduct 
in  the  past,  that  he  would  not  say  a  word 
of  a  disparaging  nature  in  reference  to 
the  other  Ilouse  of  Parliament.  He 
was  referring  to  a  speech  delivered  by 
the  Duke  of  We»tminster  in  his  indi- 
vidual capacity  ;  and  he  said  that  if  that 
was  the  mode  in  which  the  allegiance  of 
Ireland  was  to  ]>e  won  over  to  this  coun- 
try, tlie  mode  adopted  was  a  most  strange 
one.  Ho  thought  that  the  Duke  of 
Westminster  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
thbt  spe(eh.  The  Lepslative  Union 
with  It  flan  d  had  lasted  lest  than  a  cen- 
tury, and  it  had  been  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  failures  in  politieal  hthtory. 
There  had  been  some  HO  Coercion  Bills ; 
and,  so  far  from  our  having  won  over 
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the  Irlehi  they  were,  with  few  excep* 
tions,  determined  to  do  all  they  could  to 
put  an  end  to  that  LegislatiTO  Union. 
No  doubt,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  pointed  out. 
the  land  was  the  difficulty ;  but  when 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  said  that  the 
object  of  hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
was  to  confiscate  the  property  of  the 
landlords,  what  Justification  had  they 
for  that  assertion  ?  Could  they  produce 
any  statements  on  the  part  of  Irish 
Members  showing  that  they  dreamed  of 
confiscating  the  land  in  anyway?  It 
was  always  said  that  anything  which 
would  allow  tenants  to  live  and  thrive 
on  the  land  must,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
be  confiscation.  But  why  should  not 
Irish  Members  be  belieyed  when  they 
said  that  they  did  not  aim  at  confisca- 
tion ?  Why  should  not  that  declaration 
on  their  part  be  receiyed  with  the  same 
respect  as  would  be  given  to  a  similar 
declaration  coming  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  late  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain)? If  the  rents  fixed  under  the 
Land  Act  were  right  at  the  time  they 
must  be  wrong  now,  because  produce 
had  gone  down  enormously  in  Talue. 
The  primary  idea  of  the  Act  was  to 
enable  tenants  to  live  and  thrive  on  the 
land  by  their  own  industry,  and  to  pay 
the  excess,  if  there  was  an  excess,  to  the 
landlord ;  but  in  many  parts  of  Ireland 
that  had  become  an  impossibility.  The 
Irish  dung  to  the  land ;  but  you  could 
not  get  rent  from  them  if  they  had  no 
money.  They  could  not  pay,  and  we 
ejected  them.  Why  did  not  we  hear 
more  said  against  wholesale  ejectments  ? 
« Boycotting"  had  always  existed,  and 
always  would;  and  the  meaning  of  it 
was  that  you  were  not  to  have  social 
relations  with  a  man  who  was  regarded 
as  an  enemy  of  his  country,  and  who 
was  injuring,  as  far  as  he  could,  the 
cause  of  his  country.  He  wished  hon. 
Members  would  read  Irish  newspapers, 
instead  of  reading  only  the  letters  of 
correspondents  in  the  London  papers. 
They  would  then  see  that  '*  Boycotting '' 
was  not  the  crime  they  assumed  it  to 
be ;  but  that  the  real  crime  in  Ireland 
was  that  some  landlords  were  driving 
men,  women,  and  children  out  of  their 
homes  because  they  could  not  pay  rent. 
Would  fathers  allow  their  wives  and 
children  to  starve  on  the  roadside  if  they 
had  money  to  pay  rent?    If  snch  evio- 
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tions  were  going  on  in  England,  there 
would  be  such  an  outcry  that  they  would 
be  put  an  end  to  at  once.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Guildford  (Mr.  Brodrick) 
had  protested  against  '*  Boycotting  "  in 
Ireland,  and  against  the  terrorism  exer* 
cised  during  the  Elections;  but  that 
terrorism  was  nothing  to  be  compared 
with  the  terrorism  exorcised  by  squires 
and  by  dames  of  the  Primrose  League, 
some  beautiful  and  others  not,  over  the 
labourers  in  the  English  counties ;  while, 
in  the  National  churches,  clergymen 
might  have  been  heard  invoking  damna- 
tion in  the  next  world  upon  anyone  who 
voted  against  the  Conservatives.  Then 
it  was  said  that  in  Ireland  Catholics 
were  the  difficulty — showing  that  as  soon 
as  you  disposed  of  one  difficulty  another 
was  raised.  Yet,  in  Ireland,  Protestants 
were  returned  by  Catholics;  but  how 
many  Catholics  were  returned  by  tho 
Protestants  of  England  ?  Sectarian  spirit 
was  stronger  in  England  than  it  was  in 
Ireland.  Orangemen  used  Protestantism 
as  a  means  to  an  end ;  and  for  a  long 
time  Orangemen  had  been  the  curse  of 
Ireland.  They  made  use  of  religious 
differences  to  perpetuate  ill-will ;  and  he 
rejoiced,  that  oven  in  Ulster,  in  the 
greater  number  of  constituencies,  they 
had  been  defeated.  Now  these  self- 
styled  Loyalists  were  talking  of  civil 
war,  and  trying  to  frighten  us  by  say- 
ing  that  if  Home  Hule  were  granted 
they  would  die  in  the  last  ditch.  It  was 
a  scandalous  speech  that  was  made  by 
Lord  Cole  the  other  day,  and  his  lan- 
guage exceeded  in  violence  any  that 
had  been  used  by  Nationalists  in  the 
moment  of  their  wildest  excitement; 
but  he  (Mr.  Labouchere)  had  nevor 
heard  of  its  condemnation.  Why  should- 
not  the  House  believe  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  and  his  Friends, 
when  they  said  that  they  did  not  desire 
any  separation  beyond  legislative  inde- 
pendence? Why  should  they  desire 
more  ?  There  was  nothing  to  be  gained 
by  it.  The  Irish  Members  were  ready 
to  give  every  species  of  guarantee  that 
could  be  desired  ;  but  what  need  of 
them? — for  England  was  far  stronger 
than  Ireland,  and  would  hold  the 
forts  and  command  the  troops  in  Ire- 
land, and  could  destroy  the  country 
in  a  fortnight  if  she  should  choose 
to  do  so.  There  was  no  desire  on 
the  part  of  Ireland  to  claim  or  de- 
mand a  Navy  and  troops  for  Iroland. 
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Did  tho  (ffovornment  moan  to  tell  liini 
tbftt  tho  Iriflh  would  bo  such  absolute 
fiMlii  an  to  engaee  in  a  wild,  mad, 
rebellion  with  li^gland  ?  Our  real 
guarantt^o  was  the  Armj,  and  tho  fact 
that  we  were  the  stronger  power.  If 
Ireland  was  as  strong  as  England,  and 
had  a  largo  Army  and  Navy,  we  might 
sar,  with  some  show  of  reason,  that  wo 
would  not  giro  I*arliamentary  independ- 
fnco  to  Ireland,  beoause  it 'might  lead  to 
separation.  The  uttor  absurdity,  how- 
ever, of  holding  such  a  view  under  the 
present  circumstances  was  quite  ap« 
parent.  What  did  hoo.  and  right  hon. 
<ientli*men  opposite  sugf;c<'st  as  tho  only 
ultematiTO  to  Home  Itule?  Coercion. 
They  munt  elect  to  do  eith<*r  one  thing  or 
the  other.  They  must  either  please  the 
Iri>»h,  and  gain  their  goodwill  and  good 
f'^eling,  or  perpetually  coorco  them.  If 
they  embarKed  in  coercion,  they  would 
tintlly  arrive  at  the  point  of  treating 
Irt-land  as  KuHfiia  treat<Ml  Poland,  and 
ib'prive  her  of  her  whole  representation, 
and  rule  her  by  martial  law  and  the 
sword.  There  was  no  choice  between 
the  two.  It  was  curious  to  hear  the 
hints  of  tho  right  lion,  and  learned 
Urntloman  tho  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  with  regard  to  coercion.  Thuy 
did  not  hear  any  of  those  hints  when 
thi*  Conftervativo  Party  were  donirous  of 
obtaining  the  Iri^h  Tote.  He  believed 
it  was  also  a  coincid<'nce,  and  not  the 
rcf'ult  of  any  arrangouioot  to  that  etfect, 
that  the  Conservative^,  although  now 
ready  to  bring  in  a  Coeri  ion  Dill,  did 
not  bring  in  that  Bill  during  the  lust 
Parliament.  He  accepted  that  as  a 
»;mple  coincidence ;  but  he  might  also 
o>>S4*rve  that  they  heard  nothing  either 
aliout  the  *'  fundamental  law.''  Thero 
was  a  speech  made  by  I^>rd  Salisbury  at 
Newp(»rt  which  did  not  contain  any- 
thing about  it ;  and  it  was  only  whon 
the  Irish  rot'H  had  beiu  given  to  the 
r  mservatives  that  they  heard  about 
thH«e  "fundamental  laws"  and  the  in- 
t^*gntT  of  the  £mptre.  As  regarded 
that,  the  integrity  of  the  Empire  would 
l»e  animikairtHl,  if  there  were  a  dozen 
Pariiamvnts  in  ^N*otIand,  Wales,  and 
IrvUnd.  But  the  suggestion  that  it 
was  assailed  was  thought  to  be  a  gtnid 
electioneering  cry  by  those  who  wi»hed 
to  stave  off  democratic  changes  in  this 
oeontry;  for  if  thev  oould  engage  this 
eoootrr  in  perpetoal  dispatea  about  Ire* 
Uady  Uiej  knew  that  they  would  arrest 


democratic  progress  in  this  country.  It 
was  the  old  gnmo  of  the  Conservatives. 
Mr.  Pitt  engaged  in  foreign  wars  simply 
to  stop  the  progress  of  democracy,  and 
Jingoism  was  only  another  means  to* 
wards  the  same  end.  The  Jingoes  wanted 
to  make  them  forget  all  domestic  re- 
forms; and  now  that  they  found  tho 
country  was  not  prepared  to  g^ant  to 
any  Government  money  to  aid,  as  it  was 
called,  some  foreign  nation*— the  aid 
offered  generally  ending  in  the  absorp- 
tion of  that  foreign  nation,  they  wished 
to  engage  them  in  an  internecine  war 
at  home,  and  to  force  England  and  Ire- 
land to  become  perpetual  enemies.  If 
once  they  were  unhappily  ombarked  in 
such  a  contest  with  Ireland,  whom  would 
the  electors  of  England  prefer  to  carry  it 
on  ?  The  Conservatives,  of  course.  The 
Liberals  were  not  the  fit  agents  to  do  that 
abominable  work  ;  and  if  the  Conserva- 
tives could  establish  such  a  war  between 
the  two  countries,  and  absolutely  refused 
to  listen  to  the  voice  of  Ireland  uttered 
through  her  Constitutional  Representa- 
tives, ho  believed  that  they  would  re- 
main in  power,  with  some  short  inter- 
vals, for  the  next  20  years.  Supposing 
that  Sicily  desired  to  have  a  local  Par- 
liament, and  Italy  refused  to  grant  it, 
insisting  oc  ruling  Sicily  by  means  of 
coercion,  would  there  not  be  articles 
written  in  many  of  our  newspapers  to 
show  how  abHurd  it  was  for  Italy  to 
deny  self-government  to  that  island  ? 
They  were  always  fond  of  lecturing 
other  Powers  on  such  matters,  telling 
them  what  grand  principles  and  rocks 
of  men  and  liberty  England  possessed ; 
but  when  they  were  confronted  with  a 
problem  of  that  kind  at  home  they 
could  not  find  a  way  to  deal  with  it,  and 
at  once  threw  over  their  principles,  and 
talked,  forsooth,  of  a  "fundamental 
law.*'  An  eminent  Irish  Conservative 
statesman  (Mr.  Burke),  in  1798,  had 
said — 

*'  IrcUnd  C(»uld  not  for  one  moment  bo  acp«- 
mt^  from  England.  Tho  cli»Mst  connection 
w:i4  c«^cntial  fur  tho  wrll-Wiog  of  tho  Thn^o 
Kintrdomt,  and  the  whole  of  tho  Imperial  poli- 
tics should  bo  decided  in  Euf^land  ;  but  Ireland 
•huuld  have  local,  civil,  and  commercial  indo- 
(K'ndence,  but  ItM^k  up  to  (treat  Britain  in  all 
matter*  of  peace  or  war.*' 

That  was  substantially  what  the  Irish 
Membera  said  now,  and  that  was  the 
statement  of  an  Irishman  respected  all 
the  world  over ;  and  be  did  not  believe 
there  waa  anything  in  the  Irish  demands 
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which  would  not  be  in  oonformitj  with 
what  bad  been  said  nearly  100  years 
ag^o.  What  Ireland  wanted  was  to  be 
civilly  and  commercially  independent. 
They  did  not  ask  for  separation,  or  ab- 
solute independence,  and  were  ready  to 
leave  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  anrl 
to  the  Imperial  Parliament  all  Imperial 
matters;  but  they  asked  to  bu  allowed 
to  legislate  for  thomselves  on  matters 
essentially  regarding  Ireland,  in  order 
that  they  might  insure  that  Ireland 
should  be  in  the  future  more  prosperous 
than  she  had  been  in  the  past.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  had  urg*^d  them  to  look  at 
that  question  with  calmness  and  delibe- 
ration. That  was  the  spirit  in  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  side  were  ready 
to  discuss  it,  desiring  by  every  means 
in  their  power  to  unito  the  local  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland  with  the  mainten- 
ance of  Imperial  authority.  Ue  there- 
fore protested  against  any  English  Mi- 
nister meeting  the  ju«*t  and  reasonable 
demands  of  the  Irish  people,  expressed 
on  their  behalf  by  the  vast  majority  of 
their  Representatives,  with  a  more  non 
possumus. 

CoLON'EL  WARING  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  go  into  the  whole  question  of 
Home  Rule  for  Ireland  on  that   occa- 
sion, his  object  being  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reference  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.    Member  for    Northampton    (Mr. 
Labouchere)  in  regard  to  a  speech  attri- 
buted to  Lonl  Colo  while  ho  was  speak- 
ing in  County  Fermanagh.     He  would 
not  contend  that  the  noble  Lord    was 
iustified  in  making  the  remarks  which 
had  been  attributed  to  him.     He  had 
not  seen  the  source  from  which  the  re- 
port had  been  quoted,  and  he  was  un- 
able to  say  whether  it  was  or  was  not 
correct.     If  it  was  correct,  it  was  to  be 
regretted  that  Lord  Colu  sliuuM    have 
used  such  language;  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered by  those  who  condemnid  it 
that  the  spetch  was  made  under  strong 
provocation.  He  did  not  intend  to  adopt 
a  /«  quoqne  argument ;  t)ut  it  would  not 
bo  out  of  place  to  remind  tho  IIou^o 
that  the  hon.  M*»mber  fur  S)Uth  I/>n- 
donderry  (Mr.   Healy)  informed   th«»m 
that  loyalty  in  Ireland  would  be  driven 
into  the  North- Eastern  portion  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  then  hedg««d  in  with  a 
ring  of    fire.      In   such   circumstances 
Lord  Cole  would  have  to  migrate ;  and 
he  did  not  think  it  wonderful  that  an 
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oxcitable  young  Nobleman  should  have 
tliought  the   time  had  come  when  re- 
taliatory measures  ought  to  be  contem- 
plated.    With  regard  to  the  main  ques- 
tion at  issue,  he  held  that  no  one  could 
understand  or  could  deal  properly  with 
the  Irish  Question  who  did  not  study 
history,  both  ancient  and  modern.     It 
was  not  sufficient  to  go  back  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  Union,  or  even  to  the  histiny 
of  tlie  18th  century.  It  was,  he  believed, 
necessary  to  start  with  the  first  connec- 
tion between  England  and  Ireland,  and 
to  follow  through  the  successive   cen- 
turies and  varying  chains  of  events.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  professed  that  he 
could  not  conceive  what  it  was  that  the 
loyal  Gentlemen  of  Ireland  mibtrustedin 
the  proposition  he  made.     In  the  first 
place,  they  would  like  to  know  a  little 
more  definitely  what  that   proposition 
was.     At  all  events,  there  were  strong 
reasons  for  mistrusting  any  proposition 
which  proceeded  from  the  hon.  Member. 
The  House  must  not  judge  of  the  views 
of  the  hon.  Member  from  the  moderato, 
temperate  speech  ho  delivered  last  night, 
or  of  tho  views  of  hon.  Members  who 
acted  with  him  from   tho    words  they 
used  when  speaking  from  those  Benches. 
A  more  correct  opinion  might  be,  per- 
haps, formed  by  a  study  of  their  ges- 
tures when  Gentlemen  who  disagreed 
with  them  were  speaking.     But  if  Eng- 
li**!!  Members  wanted  to  know  why  tho 
Ulster  Members  were  unwilling  to  trust 
theujs(»lve^  to  the  tender  mercies  of  tho 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Colleagues  they 
must  look  back  into  Irish  history,  and 
study  the  annals  of  tho  periods  when 
the  Party  now  reprtsented  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  held  power  in  Ireland.     He 
beljpved  they  must  begin  in  the  year 
ir>41.  If  they  wanted  to  see  what  would 
be  the  probable  result  of  any  line  of 
])' >li ry.  they  sliould  ascertain  what  had 
been  its  consequences  before.      When 
the  Party  which  tho  hon.  Member  for 
(''>rk  now  profof^sed  to  lead  held  stray  in 
Ireland  in  1011,  they  know  what  the 
loyal  pC'rtion  of  the  community  suffered 
at  their  hand«.     Th«'y  alw)  knew  how 
the  loyal  minority  were  treated  in  1687 
and  lO^S  ;  and  they  had  good  reason  to 
suppose  that  if  the  same  Party  again 
held   sway   in    Ireland  similar   results 
would  follow.     He  did  not  believe  in  tho 
possibility  of  safeguarding  the  loyal  mi- 
nority by  any  guarantees  whatever.    In 
the  first  place,  by  whom  wer«  the  gna- 
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nnteefl  f u  be  given  ?  It  did  not  appear 
to  him  that  there  was  any  person  on  the 
pari  of  the  so-called  National  Party 
in  Ireland  who  conld  guarantee  what 
they  would  do,  or  what  they  would  not 
do.  Secondly,  to  whom  were  the  gua- 
rantees to  bo  given  ?  If  they  were  to  be 
given  to  the  English  Government,  what 
security  had  the  Loyalists  that  wlien  the 
time  came  the  English  (lovornment  would 
<*tact  those  guarantees?  It  was  possible 
that,  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
lioyalista  might  take  guarantees  for 
themselves ;  and,  if  so,  they  would  bo 
very  careful  to  exact  observance  of  them. 
The  Loynlihts  did  not  fear  Homo  Kule 
in  the  abstract ;  they  did  not  fear  that 
any  English  Government  would  ever 
agnH»  to  establish  an  independent  Par- 
liament in  ( *ollego  Green.  Hut  they  did 
foar  that,  bit  by  bit,  and  little  by  little, 
cottCHAsions  might  be  made  to  tho  dis- 
loyal Party,  and  that  tribunals  might  be 
established,  with  small  powers  at  firc^t, 
bot  by  degrees  having  such  scope  and 
rowtrr  as  might  sap  the  safeguards  of 
I^yalista*  livea  and  liberties.  Ihey  did 
not  fear  at  all  the  withdrawal  of  tho 
English  power  from  Ireland.  If  that 
piwer  was  withdrawn,  the  men  whose 
anceators  dispersed  the  Army  of  King 
Jamea  If.  at  Newtown  •  Butler,  aud 
starved  behind  the  ramparts  of  Derry, 
would  !>e  able  to  take  care  of  their  own 
interests;  but  they  did  not  wi^h  to  be 
ehained  by  English  laws,  like  Prome- 
theus to  the  rock,  while  the  twin  vul- 
tures of  biirotry  and  Atheism  from  Rome 
and  from  Chicago  were  pecking  at  their 
vitals. 

Ma.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  said,  that 
that  dt^bate  shfiwed  that  they  had  already 
realised  some  of  the  advantages  which 
they  hoped  to  realize  from  the  extension 
of  the  Parliamentary  franchise.  Nothing 
in  r«>unection  with  the  debate  had  given 
him  more  plea«*ure  and  hope  than  tho 
(xreedinglv  mod*'rat*)  and  courtc-ojs 
way  in  which  the  hon.  M<'mbor  for  ( Vrk 
approached  the  solution  of  this  ]>rolil**ni, 
and  the  magniQcent  speech  of  the  right 
hfo.  Memb««r  for  Mid  liOthian,  which 
raided  the  discmssion  to  a  very  hieh  )>05i- 
tioo.  He  was*  however,  sorry  uat  the 
Hooaedid  not  get  from  the  Government 
the  aid  they  expected  in  the  solution  of 
this  problem  ;  but  the  Tory  Party  seemed 
to  \f  incapable  of  striking  out  any 
policy  bnt  one  of  ooarcion,  or  of  apply- 
lAg  may  oUmt  mitthod  Hum  that  to  the 


solution  of  a  political  prt)blem.  Coer- 
cion was  spoken  of  by  them  as  if  it 
had  never  been  heard  of  before ; 
but  the  truth  was  that  it  had  been 
tried  in  Ireland  for  the  last  80  years, 
with  what  results  they  saw.  lie,  for  one, 
would  never  vote  for  any  coercion  for 
Ireland  which  was  not  applied  to  Eng- 
land. The  facts  and  arguments  in  the 
flix»ech  of  tho  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer on  the  previous  evening  pointed  to 
the  conclusicm  that  coercion  was  not  re- 
quired ;  but  his  conelusion  was  that  it 
must  be  adopted.  When  they  were  told 
this  on  tbe  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
he  could  not  forgot  that  they  heard 
nothing  about  coercion  for  Iroland  from 
the  Tory  Party  six  weeks  ago,  and  that 
tho  cry  for  it  had  only  recently  sprung 
up  in  that  Party.  A  Party  whicli  got 
the  Irish  veto  at  the  Elections  by  ab- 
staining from  raying  aught  about  coer- 
cion, aud  then,  when  the  last  vote  was 
polled,  turned  round  and  said  that 
(H)ercion  was  required,  was  not,  in  liia 
(Mr.  Handel  Cossham's)  opinion,  worthy 
of  the  confidence  of  that  House  or  of 
tho  countrv.  For  his  own  part,  ho 
could  not  Delievo  that  a  Government 
waa  deserving  to  be  trusted  with  coer- 
cive power  in  Ireland  who  fir&t  U8ed  the 
Irish  Party  an  the  means  of  climbing  to 
power,  and  then,  when  they  had  at- 
tained power,  kicked  down  the  ladder 
by  which  th<*y  had  mounted  to  OfEce. 
It  was,  at  any  rote,  surely  their  duty  to 
listen  to  tho  Irish  Members,  who  had 
been  returned  by  the  great  body  of  their 
countrymen  ;  and  it  waa  also  their  duty, 
if  possible,  to  give  effect  to  the  demands 
which  they  preferred  on  behalf  of  those 
whom  they  represented.  As  to  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire,  he  was  charged 
to  say  that  no  one  on  that  side  of  tho 
Houso  attockod  that  integrity;  but  he 
believed  that  the  integrity  of  the  Em- 
pire could  be  best  securtul  by  doing  jus- 
tice. The  more  they  built  their  laws  on 
doing  justice  and  on  the  belief  in  tho 
justice  of  those  laws,  the  more  likely 
their  laws  were  to  be  permanent.  The 
only  shock  which  tlie  permanency  of  the 
Empire  had  ever  received  had,  in  fact, 
come  from  the  policy  of  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opi»osite.  They  had,  as 
everyone  knew,  lost  the  Colonies  in 
America  through  following  their  policy, 
and  they  might  lose  Ireland  now  by  fol- 
lowing the  aame  course.  He  believed, 
however,  that  not  only  the  Iriah  Party, 
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but  a  large  conting;ent  of  tho  Liberal 
Party,  would  bo  able  and  would  bo  do- 
termined  to  prevent  a  coercive  policy 
being  adopted  towards  their  fellow-sub- 
jects in  Ireland.  As  a  Party,  it  was  true 
that  the  Lihorals  wore  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  the  Irish.   As  a  Party  they  owed 
them  nothing,    while   hon.   Gontlemen 
opposite  owed  thorn  a  good   deal.     In 
truth  it  was  notorious  that  a  great  many 
Beats  on  tho  other  side  of  the   House 
would  be  vacant  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  Irish  vote.     But,  allowing  that  the 
Liberals  owed  nothing  to  the  Irish  as  a 
Party,  they  did  owe  somothing  to  jus- 
tice.    More  than  that,  he  believed  that 
the  Union  between  the  two  countries 
would  he  cemented,  and  would  bo  ren- 
dered more  firm,    by  giving  the  Irish 
I'arisdiction  over  their  lucal  affairs.     lie 
lad,  he  must  confers,  heard  with  some 
surprise  the  regret  expressed  by  an  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  that  they  had  not 
come  to  finality  in  legislation  for  Ire- 
land.    The  truth  was  that  there  was  no 
finality  in  human  affairs,  and  they  cer- 
tainly had   not  attained  it  in  Ireland. 
A  great  deal  of  misery  still  existed  in 
that  country ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 
was  not  true  that  our  legislation  hud 
been   unsuccessful.     For  inbtauce,  the 
removal  of  tho  Irish  Church  had,  he 
believed,  altogether  removed  religious 
dissensions  and  the  religious  difliculty. 
As  to  the  exibtence  of  **  Boycotting  *'  in 
Ireland,  he  wished  to  confirm  a  remark 
of  an  hon.  Friend  of  his  on  the  previous 
evening,    that  '*  Boycotting"   was  not 
confined  to  Ireland.     Let  hon.  Gentle- 
men visit  the  rural  districts  of  England, 
and    they    would    find    tho    Primrose 
Leaguo   ladies,    the    parson,    and    the 
squire  •*  Boycotting  "  to  an  ext#*nt  they 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of.     The  Noncon- 
formists in  tho  rural  districts  were,  to  liis 
knowledge,  as  much    **  Boycotted '*   as 
anyone  in  Ireland  ;  and  ho  could  only 
^\y  that  if  these  pnntues  contiuue<l  it 
would   be   nece<^dry  to   talce   ade:£uato 
itepf  to  make  tho^e  guilty  of  **  lUiy tott- 
ing *'  in   England   ashamed  of    them- 
selves, and  to  put  a  stop  to  these  prac- 
tii  e*. 

Colonel  PAWN  AY  said  that,  in 
common  with  man}*  othor  hon.  Members 
on  both  sidi-s  of  the  llou^o,  ho  deeply 
rogretted  that  Ilor  Majesty's  Govern- 
mont  bad  not  seen  their  way  to  take 
immediate  action  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  the  loyal  classes  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  IlanM  Co$ih0m 


The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  had  said  ho 
and  his  Friends  were  unable  to  proceed 
with  their  demands  because  they  were 
thwarted  by  27  loyal  Members.      He 
(Colonel  Dawnay)  ventured  to  say  that 
that  extended  further  than  he  supposed, 
and  that  he  would  find  other  Members 
in  tho  House  who  would  stand  by  those 
27  loyal  Members.     The  House  was  told 
in  the  Queen's  Speech  that  if  the  exist- 
ing provisions  of  the  law  proved  to  be 
inadequate,  further  provisions  would  be 
asked  for.     But   could  there  he  better 
])roof  that  the  existing  laws  had  broken 
down  than  the  statements  of  tho  depu- 
tations tliat  waited  up<m  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister la^st  Tuesday  7    It  seemed  to  him 
that    the    speeches    on    that    occasion 
])roved  to  any  unprejudiced  person  that 
the  Loyalist  classes  in  Ireland  were  suf- 
fering under  a  system  of  persecution 
and  terrorism  which  no  other  civilized 
Government  would  tolerate  for  a  single 
day.     That  this  system  of  persecution 
was    steadily    increasing,    that   it  was 
spreading  to   all    classes,    that  it  was 
paralyzing  every   trade    and  industry, 
and  rapidly  bringing  Ireland  to  social, 
moral,  and  financial  ruin  was  perfectly 
plain.    He  listened  attentively  labt  night 
to  tho  speech  of  the  hon.  Momber  for 
tho  City  of  Cork.     It  was  a  studiously 
moderate  speech  ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork,  speaking  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  was  always  mode- 
rato.     Ho  only  disclosed  his  real  views 
and  intentions  when  he  spoke  in  Ireland 
and  America.     They  all  knew  what  his 
real  intentions  were,  because  he  bad 
said  he  would  never  rest  until  be  had 
broken  the  last  link  which  joined  Ire- 
land to  England.     And  his  method  of 
carrying  this  object  out  was    simple. 
Every  cr)nce.H8ion   wrung  from  an  un- 
willing British  Government  was  to  be  a 
lover,  u  coign  of  vantage,  and  a  starting 
p.  int  for  a  fresh  conc(s:»ion.     Now,  only 
one  thing  was  necessary  for  the  success 
of  this  plan,  and  that  was  to  have  a 
weak  and  irresolute  Government  to  work 
upon — in  fact,  the  sort  of  Government  the 
c  'untry  had  during  the  last  five  years. 
Tho  experience  of  the  last  five  years  had 
proved  that  coDee*t««ions  to  lawleesnesa 
were  el  way  useless,  and  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  th««  City  of  Cork   would 
never  be  satisfied  with  concessions — in 
fact,  he  dared  not  be  satisfied  until  he 
had  ruined  England,  because  he  drew  his 
support  from  the  enemies  of  England  In 
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evwy  put  of  the  world.  Thero  were  two 
Ikeet  to  the  Irish  Qaeetion.  These  were 
the  real  GonatitutionAl  agitation  and  the 
sham  agitation,  the  sham  Constitutional 
agitattoQ  inside  the  House  and  the  real 
agitation  outside  the  Housp,  the  dagger 
and  the  dynamite  of  the  Jjcaguers  and 
the  Fenians.  We  had  now  a  new  Oo- 
Temment — ^a  Govomment  that  in  its 
f->n»iga  policy,  on  the  tefetimony  of  the 
Litu  IVime  Minister,  had  proved  itself 
wurthj  of  the  highest  traditions  of  Eng- 
lish statesmanship.  lie  earnestly  trusted 
that  it  would  show  the  same  courage  in 
protecting  the  loyal  classes  in  Ireland ; 
that  it  would  throw  aside  all  unworthy 
Party  considerations ;  that  it  would  pro- 
claim the  National  League  and  put  down 
with  a  strong  hand  the  most  brutal  and 
cowardly  system  of  despotism  and  ter- 
rorism the  world  had  ever  seen. 

Ma.  ILLINGWURTH  said,  ho 
thought  the  notile  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
lUndolph  Churchill}  had  neon  some- 
what premature  in  expressing  a  wish 
that  the  general  debate  on  the  Address 
Hiigbt  be  concluded  in  one  evening. 
When  it  was  remembered  that  this  was 
a  new  Parliament,  with  many  Members 
new  to  Parliamentary  life,  that  they 
hnd  practically  a  new  Government,  and 
a  Hoase  of  Commons  elected  on  an  en- 
larged constituency,  they  must  all  agree 
that  it  would  be  improi>er  to  leave  the 
important  queetions  in  the  Speech  from 
th«  Throne  without  some  discussion. 
The  noble  Lord  had  made  a  pitiful 
appeal  to  the  Leaders  of  the  Opposition 
to  initiate  legislation  ;  and  then,  not 
having  much  expectation  that  his  wish 
in  that  din«ction  would  be  gratified,  he 
t.imed  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  in 
the  hope  that  issue  would  be  joined  with 
the  Government  on  the  Address.  He 
Mr.  Illingworth)  thought  every  Mem- 
ber on  the  Liberal  si<io  of  the  House 
hvl  retnon  to  Ih*  sati^tied  with  the  posi- 
tion which  the  Opp  jsitiun  had  taken  up. 
rhey  held  it  was  tho  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment t>  initiate  legislation,  and  the  duty 
id  th«*  Opposition,  if  not  constantly  to 
opprse,  as  used  to  be  the  canon  of  the 
nitble  I>nd,  yet  to  examine  with  care  and 
deliberation,  thepropoeedlegialation.  An 
aiditfamal  reason  why  they  should  act 
delibevalaly  at  this  stage  was  that  they 
might  have  very  few  chances  for  some 
time  to  come  to  eritioiae  si>ecifie  measures 
of  legislatioo.  If  they  were  to  enter  into 
a  wrmagle  about  pioeedare  as  aoon  aa 


the  Address  was  disposed  of,  he  would 
advise  new  Members  to  say  good-byo 
for  this  Session  to  any  specitic  proposals 
of  legislation  on  any  subject  whatever. 
Ho  thought  hon.  Members  who  had  just 
spoken,  and  also  tho  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  had  very  much  exaggerated 
the  commendations  made  by  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  of  their  foreign  policy. 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke 
with  approval  of  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  Government,  he  almost  speciiically 
limited  it  to  the  course  taken  by  Lord 
Salisbury  in  regard  to  the  union  of 
Bulgaria  and  Boumeliaand  the  agree- 
ment with  Bussia.  The  less  that  was 
said  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
upon  this  question  the  better.  Thoy 
had  come  to  adopt  the  views  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian ; 
and  the  moral  was  that  they  should 
distrust  their  own  inspirations  and 
their  own  selfish  views  as  to  what  was 
good  for  other  countries  as  well  as 
for  their  own,  and  more  readily  adopt 
suggestions  from  that  quarter.  As  to 
Burmah,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
distinctly  reserved  any  definite  opinion ; 
and,  for  his  own  part,  he  (Mr.  Illing- 
worth) did  not  lihten  with  satisfaction  to 
the  observations  of  the  Seconder  of  the 
Address  (Mr.  Houldsworth)  when  ho 
broadly  hinted  that  the  industrial  classes 
of  this  country  would  condono  an  action 
which  might  not  be  politically  or  morally 
sound  if,  forsooth,  an  increase  of  trade 
would  come  to  the  people  in  the  North 
of  England.  The  hon.  Member  waa 
then  exorcising  his  own  imagination,  for 
there  was  no  class  of  the  community 
which  more  readily  took  sacrifice  upon 
itself,  in  order  to  escape  immoral  trans- 
actions, than  the  majority  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  this  country.  Tho  House 
could  not  forgot  the  oouise  taken  by  tho 
working  clasies  in  Lancashire,  who 
voluntarily  subjected  themselves  to  pri- 
vation rather  than  this  country  should 
take  part  with  the  South  in  the  quarrel 
between  tho  Northom  and  Southern 
States  of  the  American  Union.  H« 
begged  the  Government  to  understand 
that  they  on  the  Liberal  side  had  not 
abandoned  their  right  to  a  free  and  un* 
fettered  examination  of  the  merits  of 
the  annexation  of  Burmah.  Then  the 
noble  Lord  had  sought  to  raise  political 
capital  out  of  the  Miasion  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  to  Oonatantinople  and 
Cairo;  and  in  this  oaaa»  too,  he  (Mr. 
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Illingworth)  thought  they  should  wait 
to  800  aomo  fruits  before  thoy  gavo  eyea 
that  astute  (lipIotnatiBt  very  much  credit. 
lie  was  afraid,  indeed,  that,  instead  of 
benefiting  Egypt  by  a&king  for  the  in- 
terference of  the  Sultnn  in  its  internal 
affairs,  they  would  add  another  evil  to 
the  mischief  which  tho}'  had  already 
done  to  that  miHgovemod  country.  The 
next  part  of  the  Queen's  ISpecch  to  whi(.'h 
be  would  allude  was  that  addressed  ex- 
olusively  to  the  House  of  Cummoiis, 
•tating  that  tho  Estimates  for  tlie  en- 
suing year  had  been  framed  with  due 
regard  to  efficiency  and  economy.  In 
tho  very  next  paragraph  they  were  as- 
sured that  Uer  Majesty  felt  great  sym- 
pathy for  the  great  number  of  persons 
in  distress;  but  he  should  like  to  see 
deeds  aa  well  as  words.  They  knew 
that  for  the  last  10  years  there  had  been 
a  general  failure  of  harvests,  and  that 
as  a  result  all  classes  in  tho  country, 
from  tho  most  opulent  and  idle  to  tho 
most  indttstriouB  and  needy,  had  been 
called  upon  to  bear  more  or  less  priva- 
tion. They  had  not  command  of  the 
sunshine ;  but  when  the  suffering  was  so 
acute  and  protracted  as  to  bo  recognized 
in  the  Queen's  Speech  thoy  had  a  right 
to  ask  whether  the  Expenditure  of  the 
country  was  on  such  a  scalo  as  would 
relieve  the  people  from  unnecessary  bur- 
dens ?  He  must  admit  that  economy  bad 
not  been  duly  observed  by  his  own 
Party  for  many  years ;  but  he  did  not 
see  how  they  could  have  economy  with 
the  spirit  which  the  present  Government 
had  displayed.  Economy  could  not  be 
made  to  any  largo  extent  in  the  Civil 
Exp  Miditure ;  but  this  new  Parliament 
owed  it  to  the  country,  and  particularly 
to  tho  industrial  el 0*^508,  to  watch  with  a 
vigihint  eye  the  extravagant  1  Intimates 
to  which  of  late  years  they  had  been 
at'castomcd  for  the  Army  and  Xavy.  It 
WiiH  impossible  to  !o  »k  into  a  newspaper 
without  •*eeinj?  evorv  day  that  a  now 
tltip  had  bfi>n  either  launched  or  put 
upon  the  ft  )cks.  Ever  since  the  time  of 
Sir  Itobert  Pe^l,  when  LilnTal  Minif^ters 
vi«*  1  with  (%)«si»rvatives  in  k»>eping  down 
expenditure,  a  new  spirit  Ii  id  prevailed 
of  rivalry  in  increasing  tho  Army  and 
Navy  Expenditure ;  and  what  were  tho 
fruits  of  this  rivalry  ?  Was  this  country 
stioDger  in  oomparison  with  the  other 
countries  of  Europe  for  these  bloated 
armamMita  f  The  reverse  waa  the  case, 
and  tho  increasA  of  our  ships  and  our  1 
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munitions  and  armaments  had  only  found 
its  fruit  in  correspondingincrease  abroad, 
and  an  increase  of  the  burdens  on  tho 
industrial  classes  in  every  country  in 
Europe.  Lest  this  rivalry  led  to  some 
great  calamity  and  crash,  he  would  urge 
new  Members  not  to  yield  to  the  evil 
traditions  of  the  last  30  years.  Then 
there  was  another  point.  Towards  the 
close  of  Her  Majesty's  Speech  there  was 
a  paragraph  to  the  effect  that  a  Royal 
Commission  had  been  issued  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Education  Act. 
This  Government  had,  during  the  short 
time  it  had  been  in  Office,  hastened  most 
indecently  to  avail  itself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity of  perpetrating  a  job.  He  au- 
gured from  that  that  their  confidence  of 
remaining  in  power  a  longtime  was  not 
very  great.  Ho  did  not  complain  very 
much  of  those  smaller  acts ;  but  it  was  a 
reasonable  ground  for  complaint  that 
when  Commissions  wore  appointed  on 
great  public  questions  thoy  were  not 
fairly  constituted.  Whatever  might  be 
the  Keport  of  tho  Commission  on  Trade, 
the  fact  that  it  was  unfairly  constituted 
would  affect  its  value  ;  and  he  regretted 
that  when  he  looked  over  the  names 
of  the  Commission  on  Education  ho 
found  a  repetition  of  the  same  unfairness. 
The  object  of  the  Government  in  ap- 
pointing this  Commission  was  to  but- 
tress up  what  were  called  the  voluntary 
schools.  Tho  Address  gave  the  Hou^o 
plainly  to  understand  that  the  object  of 
tho  inquiry  was  as  to  tho  value  of  the 
two  methods  —  namely,  the  miscalled 
voluntary  system  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Htato  system  on  the  other  hand. 
The  Commission  should  have  had  upon 
it  equal  numbers  of  men  known  to 
favour  either  side,  in  order  that  there 
might  bo  no  suspicion  of  partiality  at 
the  f^ourco  of  the  inquiry.  But,  so  far 
from  that  being  the  case,  from  two- 
thirds  to  throe>fourths  of  the  Commis- 
^  ion  era  were  men  wedded  to  voluntary 
^ehools.  Why  should  such  a  man  a«i 
Mr.  Alderson,  who  recently  roci-iTed  on 
important  appointment  as  Charity  Com- 
mibbioner,  and  whose  torvices  should  bo 
given  to  his  office  every  hour,  why 
should  ho  be  taken  away  to  this  Com- 
mission when  other  men  could  havo 
acted  who  were  eminent  in  education  ? 
Why  should  the  Hon.  Lyulph  Stanley, 
who  probably  knew  aa  much  of  the  na- 
tionaf  system  of  education  as  anyone  in 
the  oooatry,  have  been  overlooked  or 
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thni«t  a«ide?  He  also  would  like  to 
know  why  a  late  official  in  the  EngliHh 
m^artmont,  now  a  mem))er  of  the 
Scotch  I  >i*nartmcnt,  should  bo  mado  a 
Uember  ox  the  Commission  ?  The  De- 
partment with  which  that  gootleman 
was  oonnectod  formerlj  was  ooming 
under  Uie  review  of  the  Commission, 
and  he  was,  in  point  of  fact,  to  be  put  in 
judjtment  upon  nis  own  work ;  and  that 
ho  (Mr.  lUing worth)  held  to  bo  a  disqua- 
lification in  the  ease  of  Sir  Francis  Sand- 
ford.  He  could  only  say  that  whenever 
this  gri«at  education  controversy  was  re- 
opened,  he,  and  those  who  thought  with 
kim,  would  not  fuel  themselves  bound 
l»y  the  verdict  of  a  packed  Commission. 
The  Education  Act  of  1870  was  re- 
garded as  a  compromise  in  which  every 
c*>osideratioQ  was  shown  to  what  were 
called  the  voluntary  schools — schools 
which  were  really  State  supported, 
though  unfortunately  not  under  public 
management  ;  and  if  that  compromise 
« **re  now  disregarded  on  one  side,  those 
whj  hold  that  public  expenditure  should 
1h)  followed  by  public  centred  would,  of 
course*,  no  longer  be  bound  by  the  con- 
trart. 

EDWARD  CLABKE  said,  it 
envy  to  understand  what  had 
prompt<Hl  the  delivery  of  the  speech  to 
which  they  had  just  listened.  The 
hiiQ.  Member  spoke  with  indignant 
rogrot  of  the  enormous  K<iti mates  of  the 
IaM  few  yt>ar9,  during  which,  while  those 
Eatiuuti^  were  groiring,  the  hon.  Mem- 
bt*r  waa  a  loyal  suppoit(«r  of  the  Oovom- 
meot  under  which  tiiose  Estimates  grew. 

Mk.  ILLIXUWORTn  protested  that 
he  frc<|ueDtly  took  exception  to  the 
amount  of  the  Estimates  under  the  late 
Uovemmcnt. 

Mtt.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  had  done  bo  he  had 
always  done  it  in  a  very  gentle  voic<> ; 
and  th<*re  was  viry  little  h(»»rtl  from  the 
fi-iDomtsts  of  the  Libtual  Party  while 
th«*  expenditure  was  rihingyenrby  year. 
With  rt-gard  to  thi*  Commis.**ion  on  the 
D' preaston  of  Trade,  which  the  hon. 
M<'aiber  had  criticiz<Ml  so  adversely,  it 
was  rather  f  uriuus  to  hear  the  hon.  (}en-  ' 
tieman  lamenting  that  the  present  (ro- 
vrmmant  had  words  and  not  deeds  with  ^ 
which  to  remedy  the  sufferings  of  the 
people,  when  the  present  (K>vemment,  | 
at  all  aventa,  had  eet  <m  foot  that  inquiry,  , 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
Friends  would  rather  not   have   teen 


commenced.  As  to  the  criticisms  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  on  the  appointments 
mado  to  the  Commission  on  rMucation, 
he  did  not  believo  that  any  appointment 
made  by  the  Government  was  open  to 
adverse  criticism  in  the  House.  With 
regard  to  Mr.  Alderson,  ho  was  known 
by  those  who  wore  acquainted  with  his 
Department  to  bo  a  careful  and  zealous 
worker,  and  that  he  had  had  a  large  ex- 
perience in  matters  of  education  ;  and  as 
to  6ir  Francis  >Sandford,  ho  was  well 
known  to  be  one  of  the  most  exporiencod 
and  capable  men,  and  well  qualified  to 
guide  the  deliberations  of  the  Commis- 
sion. He  wished,  howevor,  to  say  a  few 
words  to  the  House  upon  the  other  subject 
which  the  House  had  already  been  con- 
sidering, and  upon  which  he  hoped, 
before  the  debate  on  the  Address  dosed, 
they  would  get  from  the  Front  Opposi- 
tion Bench  some  definite  and  intelligible 
speech.  No  one,  he  thought,  could  feel 
that  the  discussion  that  evening  had 
been  in  any  way  wasted.  It  was  a  clear 
advantage  to  the  House  that  the  chal* 
lenge  which  was  thrown  out  in  definite 
and  deliberate  language  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretar}*  of  State  for  India  at 
the  close  of  the  debate  on  the  previous 
evening  had  been,  to  a  certain  extent, 
accepted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bligo 
that  evening,  and  that  he  had  ventured 
to  say  what  his  Chief  (Mr.  Pamell)  yes- 
terday did  not  say — namely,  what  was 
tho  real  meaning  and  purpose  of  the 
Irish  Party.  In  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  there  was  a  very 
curious  suppression  of  the  meaning  and 
purpose  of  the  Irish  Partv;  and  he  said 
there  was  only  one  difficulty  with  regard 
to  the  Irish  Question,  and  that  was  the 
Land  Question,  and  that  if  that  difficulty 
were  solved  there  would  be  nothing  to 
interfere  with  the  discussion  and  decision 
of  the  question.  But  when  the  hon. 
Member  spoke  of  tho  Land  Question  as 
being  n  difficulty,  he  meant  that  it  was  a 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  establishment 
of  a  Legislative  Assembly  in  Ireland;  and 
his  suggestion  was  intended  to  be  that 
if  this  country  would  only  provide  the 
funds  to  buy  out  and  pacify  tbo  land- 
lords of  Ireland,  it  would  cease  to  be  to 
their  interest  to  resist  the  severance  of 
the  I^iegislatire  Union,  and  they  would 
easilv  submit  to  that  uroposition.  Now, 
he  tnought  it  was  desirable  that  the 
House  should  exactly  see  what  waa  the 
position  of  thinga  in  this  Parliament 
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irith  regard  to  the  Irish  Question  ;  and, 
with  the  pormission  of  the  Ilouse,  ho 
would  say  a  fe*?  words  upon  the  ques- 
tion from  the  ])oint  of  view  of  au  Kng* 
lish  Member  of  Parliament  not  asso- 
ciated with  either  of  the  two  Irish 
Parties,  and  an  one  who,  ho  thouglit  ho 
might  venture  to  say,  had  hold  himself, 
during  the  past  fiv<*  years,  somewhat  fret' 
from  Party  with  regard  to  this  question. 
Thn  ingenious  spe*-  h  mado  by  iho  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  fur  Mid 
Lothian  had  two  very  obvious  purposes. 
In  the  firdt  place,  he  invited  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen sitting  opposite  to  object  to  any 
discussion  of  procedure  in  the  House  of 
Commons  until  the  Government  had  put 
forward  a  de6nite  proposal  of  its  own 
with  regard  to  Irish  affairs  ;  and,  in  the 
Bocond  place,  he  expressed,  in  magnifi- 
cent terms  of  sympathy  and  moral  fool- 
ing, his  desire  to  do  all  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  done  to  serve  the  purpose  of 
those  hon.  Gentlemen.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  suggostioc  was  acted  upon. 
They  had  a  speech  from  the  Loader  of 
the  Irish  Party,  in  which  he  took  care 
to  be  as  graceful  and  pleu«ant  as  possible 
in  his  reference  to  the  right  hon.  G<'ntle- 
man  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and 
studiously  kept  out  of  view  anything 
that  could  clash  with  the  suggestion 
made  from  the  Front  Opposition  liench ; 
and  the  Party  oppo^tito  now  declined  to 
formulate  their  prop  )sals  to  the  House 
until  they  heard  what  the  Government 
propOHod.  The  fact  was,  they  would 
wait  to  hear  what  the  Government  said, 
and  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
pdsito  would  say,  and  then  th oy  would 
deal  as  see  mod  to  I  hem  best  with  regard 
to  this  problem.  Hon.  G>*ntlemen  oppo- 
site Clime  to  the  Hou****,  being  five-sixths 
of  the  K^pros^ntatives  «>f  Ireland.  He 
was  not  going  to  qtiarrol  with  the  argu- 
ment of  th'j  hon.  Member  ft)r  SUgo  ^Mr. 
Hexlon,  an  to  their  authority  to  represent 
the  gn»at«'r  portion  <if  the  p<  oplo  of  Ire- 
land. The  world  was  governed  by  facts, 
and  not  by  explanations  ;  and  whatever 
might  bn  the  explanation  of  the  presence 
of  h«iu.  Members  opp  »«'i*e,  it  was  a  very 
^<'rious  fact  with  which  ParIiain»*Dt 
had  to  deal.  He  should  have  thought 
that  with  80  I{oprct»entativ6S  of  Ireland 
thor«,  with  a  Leader  at  their  head  who 
had  beon  trusted  for  years  past,  and 
who,  by  hia  Parliamentary  conduct,  had 
woU  de^rved  the  n^ward  of  their  trust 
— he  should  have  thought  that  Party 
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would  have  been  perfectly  capable  of 
formulating  and  putting  forward  a  de- 
finite proposition.  The  straightforward 
course  would  have  been  to  aay  through 
their  Loader's  lips  what  was  the  measure 
they  asked  the  English  Parliament  to 
grant.  [ **  No  !  "  from  the  Irish  Jfembcrs.] 
They  repudiated  that  suggestion,  be- 
cause they  held  that  such  a  course  would 
not  be  wise  in  a  tactical  point  of  view. 
They  desired  to  hold  the  balance  be- 
tween the  two  great  Parties  in  the  Houso 
of  Commons,  waiting  to  know  what  the 
Government  had  to  offer  them,  and 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  would  not  out- 
bid that  offer,  and  then  their  conduct 
would  be  guided  by  expediency.  They 
might  think  that  an  astute  and  well- 
calculated  policy ;  but  ho  thought  it  a 
mistaken  one.  They  could  not  consign 
to  oblivion  the  statements  made  by  their 
leaders  outside  the  House,  and  they 
could  not  involve  in  obscurity  the  real 
objects  for  the  acromplishraont  of  which 
they  had  won  their  way  into  the  House. 
In  ihe  de^  ate  ye^^terday  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Guildford  Division  of  Sur- 
rey (Mr.  Brodrick)  had  quoted  from  a 
speech  said  to  have  been  delivered  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
in  1882.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  repudiated  the  quotation  to  a  cer- 
tain  extent,  sa^^ing  that  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  speak  in  such  a  tone  in  1882, 
as  he  was  in  another  place,  referring 
by  that  euphemism  to  the  locality  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
(fladstone)  consigned  him  in  1881.  Tho 
fact  was  that  the  hon.  Member  for  tho 
City  of  Cork  went  to  Aiuerica  in  Janu- 
arj',  1880.  ["No I"]  He  was  sure  he 
was  corrcet ;  and  from  January  2,  when 
he  arrived  at  New  York,  until  shortly 
before  March  21,  he  was  peregrinating 
in  that  <'juntry,  and  making  speochoi 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  money.  It 
was  on  tho  evening  of  February  20  or 
21  ho  spoke  at  Cincinnati,  and  unless 
"i  tho  newspaper  reports  wore  dej-ignoiily 
'  incorrect  he  used  the  words  which  tho 
'  hon.  Member  for  tho  Guildford  DiviMon 
'  <|uoteJ  as  to  separating  the  last  link  bc< 
twccn  thi)  country  and  Ireland  ;  and  up 
till  last  night  no  repudiation  of  that 
qu  >tation,  which  had  been  used  over 
and  over  again  in  political  controversy, 
came  from  the  hon.  Member  for  tho 
City  of  Cork.  But  yesterday  the  hon. 
Member  apoke  of  it  aa  a  quotation  for 
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wbich  no  aathoritj  waa  giTon,  and  as 
hartng  ooeumd^  if  it  was  uttered  at 
all,  in  a  speech  delivered  a  considerable 
time  ago.  He  had  referred  to  speeches 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Oily  of 
(^ork  delivered  at  a  later  date.  On  the 
25th  of  Septembcri  1881,  there  was  a 
l^reat  procession  and  demonstration  in 
the  streets  of  Dublin .  In  that  pro- 
cession the  hon.  Members  for  the  Oitj 
of  Cork  and  Sligo  were  the  two  prin- 
cipal personages ;  and  the  hon.  Member 
f'>r  the  City  of  Cork  was  reported  in 
Tk0  7Sm€i,  in  his  speech  on  that  occa- 
•ion,  to  hare  referred  to  the 

**  8nirit  which  will  novcr  die  until  it  sweeps 
DM  drtftted  alien  rale,  with  its  huckshot  and 
it«  hayoorta,  elear  away  over  the  Channel 
whence  it  came,  norer  to  return.  We  ask  to 
niU  oanclrea  ;  wo  atk  that  Irishmen  shall 
make  laws  on  Irish  soil/' 

The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton), 
s|»eaking  on  the  same  occanion,  said — 

**  To* night  will  he  marked  for  over  as  a  me- 
norvUe  and  glorious  night  in  tho  history  of 
I^ohltn  and  Ireland.  Tho  City  of  Duhlin  has 
}  r  'km  looae  from  the  I  Jon  and  the  Unicom, 
and  has  arrayed  itself  under  tho  sacred  banner 
•  f  the  Shamrock  and  Harp.  Wheruas  Ireland 
|>  ior  has  long  bven  Irelana  enslaved,  I  U^ll  you 
that  Inland  prosperous  will  soon  bo  Ireland 
independent/* 

The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  had  said 
that  night  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  desires  of  the  Irish  people  incon- 
i»i«tent  with  the  limitations  laid  down  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian. 
The  sentences  which  he  had  read  to  tho 
House  were  in  direct  opposition  to 
those  limitations.  [Cri^j  of  <«No!" 
/rsas  fA#  Irish  Jfemhfri.l  There  was  the 
phrase  "  The  independence  of  Ireland." 

Mn.  SEXTON:  Legislative  inde- 
pendence. 

Ma.O*K£LLY:  like  Aostralian  in- 
dependence. 

If  a.  EDWARD  CLARKE:  No;  "the 
ind4*peodenee  of  Ireland."  Nothing  was 
said  about  legislatiTe  independence. 

Mm.  SEXTON :  That  was  quite  an- 
defsSood. 

Ma.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  that 
it  was  soeh  phrases  as  **  The  indepen* 
deaee  of  Ireland,"  "Sweeping  away 
the  alien  rule,"  and  **  Severing  the  laot 
link  that  binds  the  two  countni^s,"  that 
had  given  the  Irish  Party  subscriptions 
in  America  and  Totes  in  Ireland.  Those 
declarations  oould  not,  by  anpr  stretches 
of  ingenuity,  be  brought  within  tho  com* 
pass  of  those  laboured  ambiguities  to 


which  they  listened  last  night  from  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  But  hon. 
Members  did  not  choose  to  avow  and  to 
ask  the  support  of  the  House  for  the 
programme  which  they  had  proclaimed 
in  the  country.  No  doubt  they  wore 
exercising  a  wise  judgment,  as  a  matter 
of  tactics,  in  not  seeking  a  division  ;  for 
he  imagined  there  were  very  few  Libe- 
ral Members  who  would  venture  to  go 
into  the  Lobby  with  them.  If  they  put 
upon  the  Notice  Paper  a  Motion  de- 
claring that  tho  time  had  arrived  for 
reconsidering  the  existence  of  the  Legis- 
lative Union  between  this  country  and 
Ireland  ;  if  they  really  meant  what  they 
had  said  ;  if  all  this  tine  language  was 
an  expression  of  a  real  and  deliberate 
determination,  and  was  not  merely  a 
bid  for  political  and  pecuniary  support, 
why  did  they  not  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  their  proposals  before 
the  House,  and  of  lotting  their  Leader 
ox  pound  tho  reasons  by  which  those 
proposals  could  be  defended  ?  The  fact 
was  that  the  moment  they  began  to 
make  speeches  about  the  Legislative 
Union  of  the  two  countries,  they  fur- 
nished the  lIouAO  with  the  best  reasons 
why  that  Union  should  never  be  severed. 
That  very  night  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  iSligo  with  regard  to  the 
landlords  of  Ireland  and  the  practice  of 
''Boycotting"  afforded  the  strongest 
warning  which  could  be  g^ven  to  an 
English  Parliament  against  allowing  an 
Irish  Parliament  to  be  set  up  in  Dublin. 
If  such  a  Parliament  were  set  up,  those 
who  would  guide  its  policy  ana  direct 
its  debates  would  be  the  very  men  who 
represented  Ireland  in  the  House  of 
Commons  now.  By  them  the  system 
of  '*  Boycotting,"  which  was  a  social 
tyranny  of  a  most  intolerable  kind,  was 
not  only  extonuated,  but  almost  justified, 
as  a  mild  but  effective  substitute  for 
outrages ;  and  the  words  uttered  that 
night  by  tho  hou.  Member  for  Sligo 
with  reference  to  landlonls,  if  spoken 
in  a  Legislative  Assembly  in  Ireland  in 
which  tbe  hon.  Member  and  his  Friends 
wielded  a  commanding  influence,  could 
not  but  have  a  dei^Iorable  result.  The 
hen.  Member  and  his  roUeogues  were 
poMsibly  miscalculating  the  general  tone 
and  temper  of  Parliament.  He  had 
spoken  of  the  pre8<*ncM>  of  16  or  17 
I  Utor  Members  who  would  not  allow 
the  present  Government  to  do  anything 
in  tne  way  of  concession  or  justice  to 
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Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  misunder- 
stood the  position  and  desires  of  those 
Ulster  Members.  They  were,  at  all 
events,  just  as  deeply  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  Ireland  as  a  great  many  of 
the  hon.  Members  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House.  They  had  been  attacked 
as  the  Boprosentatives  of  that  landlord 
class,  three- fourths  of  whose  estates 
were  said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  English 
usurers.  If  that  was  the  case,  they  had 
manifestly  an  immense  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  Ireland.  Men  in  their  finan- 
cial position  would  be  the  very  men  to 
whom  it  would  be  of  intense  import- 
ance that  Ireland  should  bo  law- 
abiding  and  prosperous.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  interests  of  the  Irish 
landlords  would  be  safe  in  the  hands 
of  an  Irish  Parliament.  Was  there  ever 
a  Parliament  which  made  more  sacrifices 
of  time  and  energy,  of  traditions  and  of 
prejudices,  of  the  principles  of  political 
economy,  and  of  justice  and  equity,  than 
the  last,  in  the  Tain  and  futile  hope  of 
satisfying  those  who  made  each  succes- 
sive concession  a  ground  for  coming  for- 
ward with  further  demands?  He  be- 
lieved that  if  they  were  to  deal  with  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  Ireland,  protect- 
ing the  rights  and  interests  of  tno  ma- 
jority, while  considering  and  carefully 
desiring  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  groat 
body  of  the  people,  it  was  in  that  House 
that  that  work  could  and  would  be  ac- 
complished, and  that  it  would  be  accom- 
plished far  better  there  than  by  any  Par- 
liament assembling  in  Dublin.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Bligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had 
thrown  out  a  hint  that  if  his  Party  as- 
sisted or  allowed  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  carry 
an  Amendment  against  the  Government, 
the  Liberals  might  themselves  be  sub- 
pequently  thrown  out  by  the  votes  of  the 
Irish  Members.  In  that  case,  he  (Mr. 
Clarkf}  was,  he  believed,  expressing  the 
feeling  of  a  very  large  number  of  those 
who  sat  on  his  (the  Conscrrative)  side, 
that  if  the  Government  which  took  tho 
place  of  the  existing  one  was  a  Govern- 
ment in  which  the  opinions  of  the  noblo 
^(arquess  (the  Maniuess  of  Hartingtoii 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  'Mr. 
Goschen)  were  sufficiently  n^prcsentod, 
and  in  which  they  hold  authority,  hon. 
Members  from  Iroland  would  bo  quite 
mistaken  if  they  thought  the  Conserva- 
tive Parly  would  ioin  them  in  any  at- 
tempt to  eject  aoch  a  Govemmeot  from 
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Office.  The  immediate  necessity  of  the 
moment  was  the  good  government  of  Ire- 
land ;  that  was  the  object  of  the  House ; 
and  the  great  body  of  the  House,  with- 
out distinction  of  Party,  would  be  pre- 
pared to  support  any  administrator  of 
affairs  in  Ireland  who  showed  himself 
determined  not  to  yield  to  the  invitation 
to  establish  a  separate  Legislature  for 
Ireland,  but  who,  subject  to  that  limita- 
tion, proceeded  to  endeavour  at  once  to 
enforce  the  law  of  the  country  as  it  should 
bo  enforced,  and  to  study  tho  interests  of 
the  people.  It  was  possible  there  might 
be  a  change  of  Government ;  and  it  was 
precisely  because  those  who  sat  on  the 
Conservative  side  and  spoke  without 
dread,  without  anxiety,  and  without  bit- 
terness of  the  possibility  of  a  change  of 
Government,  that  a  Government  which, 
while  refusing  legislative  disunion,  would 
steadily  endeavour  to  serve  the  interests 
of  Iroland,  would  have  tho  steadfast 
support  of  many  on  his  side  of  the 
House.  They  had  had  the  advantage  in 
that  debate  of  a  distinct  avowal  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  of  the  aims  of  his 
Party.  If  this  debate  went  on  to  its 
end,  if  no  Amendment  was  moved,  if  the 
Address  was  agreed  to,  the  country  would 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
underground  influences  or  intrigues  had 
not  hitherto  sapped  tho  fidelit}*  of  tho 
Liberal  Party  to  that  which  he  believed 
was  essential  to  the  cause  of  good  go- 
vernment of  the  Empire— the  mainten- 
ance of  the  Legislative  Union  between 
Great  Britain  oud  Ireland. 

A(r.  MATHER  said,  he  must  apolo- 
gize for  interrupting  the  debate  upon  tho 
Irish  Question;  but,  taking  advantage 
of  the  presence  of  the  Vice  President  of 
tho  Council  on  Education,  he  must  say 
that  he  was  painfully  struck  with  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
chef^ter  (Mr.  Houldsworth),  in  seconding 
the  Address  yesterday,  on  the  proposed 
Koyal  Commission  to  consider  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Education  Aets,  inasmuch 
as  he,  in  apohition  almost  official,  strongly 
denounced  the  operations  of  the  Act  of 
IH7().  He  felt  that  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  Illing- 
worth)  mi(^ht  possibly  be  justified,  when 
he  said  that  the  Commi^t.sion  would  not 
be  a  Comniiftsion  fairly  r^i-regenting  the 
opinions  of  tho  Houm*  oud  of  tho  coun- 
try, if  the  definitidU  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Manchi  <^ter  uf  whnt  it  was  to  do  and 
to  consider  was    accepted.    The   hon. 
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Mnnbar  had  declared  that  the  opera* 
tiona  of  the  Edacation  Act  had  oeen 
unjoat  to  a  large  number  of  voluntary 
•cboola  in  the  country,  and  that  that 
iojoatice  wa«  extremely  detrimental  to 
the  welfare  of  the  nation.  He  (Mr. 
Mather  took  exception  to  tliat  state- 
ment aa  being  a  groM  oxag^ration  of 
the  case ;  and  he  differed  from  hon. 
Gentlemen  vho  cheered  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester.  The  operation  and 
administration  of  the  Education  Act  in 
the  larger  towns  of  the  country — ho 
spoke  Irom  experience — and  in  Man- 
chester had  been  conducted  with  the 
ntuet  sacmd — he  thought  that  was  not 
ti»  >  strong  a  word — regard  to  those  in- 
stitutions which  existed  before  the  Edu- 
cation Act  of  1 870  came  into  force.  The 
efficient,  well-managed  Toluntary  schools 
then  existing  in  Manchester  and  other 
iuwns  had  been  immensely  benefited 
>iy  the  operations  of  the  Act,  by  the 
education  given  in  thorn  being  made  of 
a  higher  and  more  far-reaching  charac- 
ter than  it  formerly  was.  There  was 
sot  in  the  whole  country  a  voluntary 
s«-hi)ol  that  had  suffered  in  the  least 
from  the  Education  Act  of  1870  that 
was  worthy  of  existence  at  all ;  but  such 
had  been  put  into  a  more  efficient  con- 
dition, and  only  those  schools  had  gone 
to  the  wall  which  were  inoffiiient  and 
cumSered  the  ground.  He  wished  it  to 
be  understood  that  the  hon.  Member 
fi>r  Manchester  did  not  rt>present  the 
<*ntire  feeling  of  that  large  industrial 
rv>Qmunity.  Their  constituencies  were 
contiguous,  and  they  represented  much 
the  same  class  of  people ;  and  ho  (Mr. 
Mather)  spoke  with  some  authority. 
having  served  on  the  Salford  School 
Board  for  12  years.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  declared  that  the  Act 
required  revision,  and  its  operations 
carefully  examined,  for  the  purpose  of 
reetricting  and  taking  some  power  and 
control  from  the  boards  which  they  had 
pr«>Tiously  exercised.  lie  ventured  to 
tay,  from  his  experience,  that  the  con- 
trr>l  and  powers  which  the  boanis  had 
»xsw:isad  during  the  last  12  years  in 
Manchester  and  Salford  had  never  boon 
used  exeept  in  the  cause  of  education, 
both  in  board  and  voluntary  schools. 
i>n  both  boards  the  majorities  had  been 
coDtinooasly  composed  of  the  (^onserva- 
Uve  and  Church  rartles,  and  had,  thorc- 
fore,  represented  the  sectarian,  or  so- 
callad  religioiuinlareats  in  education,  lie 


looked  forward  to  the  work  of  this  Royal 
Oommission  with  far  greater  expectation 
than  if  he  thought  it  would  merely  take 
into  consideration  no  wider  question 
than  that  of  a  few  decrepit  voluntary 
schools.  The  working  classes  ought  to 
have  Ktill  greater  power  of  exorcising 
their  faculties  by  uoing  taught  to  be 
more  scientifio  and  more  artistic  in  in- 
dustrial and  technical  schools.  Then  they 
would  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
in  the  immediato  future  the  working 
man  would  take  a  different  and  a  higher 
rank  than  at  present,  in  comparison 
with  the  highly  educated  artizans  of 
some  other  nations.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester  had  told  them  of 
new  markets  to  be  opened  up  for  our 
trade  in  Burmah ;  but,  in  his  own  opi- 
nion, what  they  had  to  look  forward  to 
was  a  consuming  power  continually  in- 
creasing at  homo,  effected  by  an  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  our  work- 
ing classes.  The  policy  with  regard  to 
the  annexation  ot  Burmah  would  be 
judged  on  the  issue  whether  it  was  just 
or  unjust,  and  not  with  reference  to 
the  opening  up  of  new  markets.  His 
opinion  was  that  the  best  markets  for 
English  industries  were  those  which 
were  nearest  home.  The  wants  of  civi- 
lization, rather  than  those  of  semi-civi- 
lized or  barbarous  countries,  were  those 
which  best  suited  the  manufactures  we 
ought  to  produce ;  and  if  we  would  only 
endeavour  to  satisfy  those  wants  by  pro* 
viding  for  the  improved  education  of  the 
children  of  this  country  there  need  be 
no  fear  for  our  industrial  future. 

Mb.  BABTLEY  said,  he  thought  that 
with  regard  to  Ireland  thev  had  come 
to  where  two  ways  diverged.  The  one 
was  a  road  on  which  each  step  required 
the  greatest  caution,  and  which  was 
dark  and  difficult,  but  which,  if  boldly 
tak«*n,  would  lead  to  safety  ;  the  other 
seemed  cosy,  but  was  dangerous  and 
treacherous,  and  would  lead  them  into 
an  abyss  of  revolution  and  disaster. 
He  believed  that  the  right  way  was 
firmly  and  distinctly  to  maintain  the 
law  as  it  stood,  and  that  anjrthing  else 
j  would  only  tend  to  promote  and  foster 
'  the  idea  of  disloyalty.  They  must,  un- 
I  douhtedly,  make  up  their  minds,  firRt 
of  all,  to  maintain  the  law  in  its  pro- 
sent  state,  before  they  thonght  of  re- 
'  forming  and  improving.  During  the 
first  three  years  of  the  last  Parliament 
Ireland  had  monopolized  a  great  part 
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of  the  attention  of  Parliament.  In  what 
way  had  the  heroic  legislation  which 
had  then  been  passed  tended  to  pro- 
mote the  weli*being  of  Ireland  ?  They 
had  had  the  Disestablishment  of  the 
Church,  the  two  Land  Acts,  the  Ar- 
rears Act,  and  others,  none  of  which 
had  done  the  good  to  the  country  which 
was  confidently  predicted.  Since  18G8 
she  had  been  going  backwards;  why 
should  another  sop  be  given  in  the  form 
of  County  Ot>Temment  ?  Would  it  tend 
to  promote  justice  in  that  country,  or  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  in  handing  over 
the  government  to  what  would  practi- 
cally be  the  National  League  ?  These 
concessions  had  been  made  to  Ireland 
simply  and  solely  because,  from  time  to 
time,  each  side  of  the  House  had  com- 
peted for  the  Irish  vute.  The  late  Qo- 
vemment  had  in  1880  refused  to  renew 
an  Act  which  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  enable  the  law  to  be  maintained  in 
Ireland,  and  had  had  to  retrace  its  steps ; 
and  in  1885,  he  regretted  to  say,  his 
own  Party  had  done  the  s^me.  Those 
who  depended  upon  the  Irish  vote  de- 
pended upon  what  could  not  be  trusted; 
the  Party  which  had  given  so  much 
to  Ireland  had  not  gained  one  seat  in 
that  country  at  the  last  Election.  The 
Irish  Patty  wanted  separation,  and 
nothing  less.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  spoke  plainly  out- 
side the  House ;  whue,  from  his  mild 
speech  in  that  debate,  it  appeared 
that  they  would  be  satisfied  with  a 
few  millions  for  the  present.  The 
policy  of  always  giving  to  Ireland  was 
the  greatest  possible  mistake.  The  first 
principle  was  to  maintain  the  law.  Ho 
considered  that  the  perpetual  saying 
'^that  something  must  be  done  for  Ire- 
land *'  was  one  of  the  great  curses  of  our 
relationship  with  that  country.  Ire- 
land, at  the  x^i'OA^nt  time,  had  no 
practical  grievance.  Ireland  had  all 
the  advantages  which  this  country  €*n- 
joyed.  No  doubt,  Ireland  had  had  a 
bad  agricultural  time.  [Ironical  trirtt 
of  ''No,  no!  *^ frctn  th$  In$h  I/smbers.] 
Well,  he  was  glad  to  hear  that;  but 
if  she  had  had  a  bad  time  she  wsa  no 
worse  than  England  and  other  countries. 
It  was  said  that  Ireland  wanted  capital. 
Was  that  to  bo  wondorod  at  with  tho 
legislation  which  had  bc^n  going  on  'f 
Ireland  was  as  fn«e  as  England,  and 
certainly  freer  than  America.  For 
was  it  to  be  supposed  that  any  State 
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in  America  would  be  tolerated  if  it 
treated  the  United  States  with  dyna- 
mite as  the  Irish  had  treated  this  coun- 
tiy  ?  All  he  could  say  was  that  America 
would  have  found  a  short  way  to  put  a 
stop  to  it.  The  only  grievance  of  Ire- 
land was  a  sentimental  one — ^that  she 
formed  part  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land— and  this  grievance  many  greater 
nations  than  Ireland  would  like  to 
share ;  but  it  was  one  which  England 
would  never  allow  to  be  removed. 
The  only  power  of  this  agitation  con- 
sisted in  the  86  votes;  and  he  trusted 
that  both  Parties  in  that  Houses  leav- 
ing aside,  of  course,  a  few  '*  faddists,*' 
would  unite  to  uphold  the  Constitution, 
and  to  oppose  all  idea  of  separation. 
The  integrity  of  the  Empire  was  of 
greater  importance  than  the  triumph  of 
Party.  What  Ireland  wanted  was  a 
firm  and  decided  maintenance  of  the 
law,  which  was  the  primary  condition 
of  government ;  and  he  hoped  that  the 
powers  necessary  for  that  purpose  would 
be  emboiied  in  what  should  be  called 
an  anti -Coercion  Act,  which  might  be 
made  applicable  not  to  Ireland  alone, 
but  to  the  United  Kingdom.  When, 
under  the  provisions  of  such  an  Act,  the 
maintenance  of  the  law  in  the  country 
was  restored,  the  power  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
neli)  would  fade  away. 

Mr.  A.  E.  D.  ELLIOT  said,  a  great 
deal  might  be  urged  on  this  important 
question  of  coercion  pro  and  eon  ;  but 
there  was  a  much  more  important  sub- 
ject before  the  country  than  the  mere 
question  of  inserting  fresh  clanses  in  a 
Criminal  Law,  or  whether  this  or  that 
measure  should  be  passed.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly the  case  that  for  the  last  five 
or  six  weeks  the  whole  country  from 
one  end  to  the  other  had  been  disturbed 
by  this  question  of  Home  Kule,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  one  of  the  greatest 
qui'sttious  that  had  arisen  within  the 
la»t  generation.  He  regretted  to  say 
that  in  the  new  Houee  of  Commons  they 
had  not  had  in  the  two  days'  dobate 
that  amount  of  loading  which  they  had 
a  right  to  expe<*t.  The  whole  country 
had  been  ringing  with  one  subject.  The 
Pre»s  had  been  full  of  it ;  and  yet  they 
had  but  one  spcKM-h,  and  that  from  thuir 
great  Leader,  the  right  hon.  M<'mber  for 
Mid  Lothian.  He  should  like  to  hear  a 
great  deal  more  than  that  from  tha 
Leaders  of  the    Liberal   Party.     The 
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quMtion  of  Home  Role  was  not  bo  pro- 
minent whan  they  were  before  the  dec- 
tore  M  it  was  now ;  bat  they  had  die* 
en»ed  the  question  of  Home  Hole  to 
»ome  extent,  and  ho  should  like  hon. 
Members  to  say  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons what  they  had  said  to  thoir  con- 
stitaents.    He  remembered  that  a  few 
months  ago  he  sat  below  the  Gangway 
with  several  of  his  hon.  Friends.    There 
were  the  two  hon.  Members  for  Man- 
I  hMter(Mr.SlaggandMr.  JacobBright), 
and   there   was  nis  hon.    Friend  (Mr. 
Hopwood^.     Better  and  steadier  Mem- 
bers of  the  Liberal  Party  never  sat  in 
that  House  than  those  with  whom  bo  used 
to  ait  in  that  part  of  the  House.     Where 
were  they  now  f    Ho  should  like  to  ask 
why  they  were  not  there  ?    The  reason, 
he  belieTod,  was  this — that  those  hon. 
Mt»mbers  followed  in  their  policy  the 
polioT  of  the  rieht  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian.     If  they  had 
had  any  idea  in  their  minds  that  any 
policy  of  this  kind  was  to  be  suggested, 
thoy  would  haTS  been  bound,  as  honest 
men,  to  tell  the  electors.    The  views  of 
the  Liberal  candidates  were  not  con- 
cealed during  the  battle  of  the  General 
Election.    The  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  the  Bossendale  Division  of  North- 
East  Lancashire  (the  Marquess  of  Hart- 
togton),  who  was  not  now  in  his  place, 
went  over  to  the  North  of  Ireland  during 
the  very  height  of  the  contest,  and,  per- 
Miually,   he  was  very  glad  he  did  go 
over.     What  did  he  say,  with  the  full 
aaaclion  and  approval  of  the  Liberal 
Paitr — because    not    one    Member    of 
Parliament,  not  one  leading  statesman 
OB  their  side,  ventured  for  a  moment  to 
throw  doubt  or  discredit  upon  the  views 
h^ld  by  the  noble  Lord?     The  noble 
I>»rd  told  the  people  of  Belfast  that  the 
dtffereneea  between  (Conservatives  and 
Liberals^  important  no  doubt,  were  an 
nothing  to  the  differences  which  divided 
Ic'yal  men  from  disloyal  men.      That 
kind  of  language  was  held  not  only  by 
those  who,   like  the  noble  Lord,  were 
Xlliiga— a   name   certainly   not  to  be 
ashamed  of— but  also  by  other    hon. 
Members  of  a  verv  different  type,  such 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman    ur.  John 
Briffht),  who  had  been  ^o  long  idontitied 
with  Birmingham.     That  was  the  way 
in  which  they  of  tho  Lib«»ral  Party  went 
to  th<«  countnr,  and  now  what  did  they 
find  here?    Uo  hoped  he  did  not  find 
any  departure  from  the  line  recently 
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taken ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  if 
there  was  to  be  no  departure  from  it 
they  should  be  told  there  was  to  be  no 
departure.  Ho,  for  one,  could  only  say 
that  if  this  debate  came  to  an  end  with- 
out a  speech,  and  a  speech  expressing 
such  views  as  he  had  indicated,  from 
the  noble  Lord  and  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  whom  he  had  very  cou- 
siderable  faith,  the  more  youthful  Mem- 
ber for  the  town  of  Birmingham,  he 
could  only  say  that  they,  the  Liberal 
Party,  were  left  in  that  House  in  the 
position  of  a  helpless  crowd.  However 
admirable  the  selection  of  the  constitu- 
encies might  be,  they  were  nothing  better 
than  a  crowd  unless  they  were  led. 
What  they  wanted  was  leading,  and 
leading  of  a  definite  and  certain  kind. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian,  for  whom  no  one  had 
a  higher  respect  than  he  had,  was  a 
little  too  humble  in  the  way  in  which 
he  had  described  his  position  in  that 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  think  that  unless  he  was 
occupying  the  position  of  First  Minister 
of  the  Crown  ho  had  not  any  gigantic 
responsibility.  For  his  part,  he  thought 
the  position  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman held  and  his  great  abilities  and 
eminent  services  to  the  country  made 
the  responsibility  weigh  upon  him 
wherever  he  sat.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman spoke  of  the  Government  as 
being  responsible ;  but  was  he  not  one 
of  those  who  governed  the  country  as 
much  as  any  who  sat  in  that  House  ? 
[Criei  o/**<No,  no!"]  Hon.  Members 
said  '*No;*'  but  he  did  not  think  they 

2uitc  followed  his  meaning.  In  the 
iouflo  of  Commons  they  were  often 
rather  narrow  and  limited  in  their  views 
of  the  word  *' Government,"  for  those 
who  governed  the  country,  in  fact,  were 
very  often  men  who  sat  upon  the  one 
f>ide  of  the  House  as  upon  the  other. 
He  hoped  they  would  have  clear  and 

Elain  language.  The  Gentlemen  whom 
e  saw  around  him  on  the  Liberal 
Benches  were  a  mere  perversion  of  the 
Liberal  Party.  And  those  who  thought 
that  these  Benches  at  present  repre- 
sented the  Liberal  Party  would  some  day 
or  other  find  themselves  unoommonlv 
mistaken.  He,  for  one,  had  read  with 
immense  R-itisfaction  those  words  in  Her 
Majertty's  8|)eech — 

**  I  am  ro9u!ut<-ly  oppoied  to  any  difturbsnco 
of  thai  lunUamental  law,*' 


269        Aidreu  in  Amw^r 


{COMMONS} 


to  the  Queen^i  Speeeh,      260 


that  was,  the  LegialatiTe  Union  between 
Ireland  and  Great  Britain — 


*'And  in  rensting  it  I  am  oonvinoed  that 
I  shall  be  heartily  supported  by  my  Parliament 
and  my  people.'* 

He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
with  that  paragrauh  he  thoroughly 
and  entirely  agreed ,  and  he  wished 
to  congratulate  Her  Majesty's  Ad- 
visers that  that  appeal  had  been  made 
to  Parliament,  which,  at  all  events, 
had  not  been  made  in  vain.  They  had 
heard  some  explanations  asked  for  as 
to  why  no  Amendment  was  moved. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North- 
ompton  had  said  the  Speech  bound  no 
one;  but  he  thought  that  it  did,  be- 
cause if  they  difTored  with  that  they 
were  certainly  bound  to  come  forward 
and  say  so.  They  knew  what  the  real 
reason  was;  it  was  that  not  a  single 
Member  below  the  Gangway  dared 
move  such  an  Amendment.  For  his 
part,  he  was  prepared  to  vote  for  that 

{paragraph  in  the  Speech,  and  he  be- 
ieved  the  g^^ater  part  of  the  Liberal 
Party  would  support  it.  [**  No,  no  !  "] 
If  the  hon.  Member  who  said  ''No 
believed  that,  let  him  put  it  to  the  test. 
This  question  was  important,  and  the 
views  of  the  Liberal  Party  should  be  de- 
clared before  the  debate  came  to  a  close. 
The  whole  country  was  waiting  for  it. 
There  was  no  closer  attendant  upon  the 
Ilouse  of  Commons  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
but  he  was  not  the  onlv  riffht  hon.  Gen- 
tleman ;  and  he  wanted  to  hear — and  ho 
knew  that  the  majority  of  the  Liberal 
Party  wanted  to  hear — what  other  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  had  to  contribute  to  the 
debate.  Owing  to  the  hesitation  which 
•oemed  to  have  come  over  so  many,  they 
were  in  some  serious  danger  of  drifting 
to  he  knew  not  what.  Tlus  was  not  the 
time  to  discuss  in  detail  the  merits  of  the 
llome  Bule  Question ;  but  what  they  had 
to  do,  as  reasonable  men,  was  to  bear  in 
their  minds  what  it  was  that  Ilome  Rule 
really  meant.  The  Government  had  de- 
scribed it  as  severance  of  Legislative 
Union ;  bat  it  would  not  hold  good  for  a 
moment.  They  heard  a  good  deal  about 
good  policy  and  management,  and  how 
to  manage  th<*ir  own  affairs ;  and  he  could 
only  say  he  honestly  believed  that  the 
country  was  in  want  of  outspoken, 
simple  honehtr,  and  he  hoped  as  this 
debate  went  on  there  would  oe  no  lack 
of  that  quality.    lie  did  not  think  there  I 
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would  be  from  those  who  sat  on  those 
(the  Liberal)  Benches ;  but  those  utting 
there  now  were  not  the  Liberal  Party — 
they  were  the  Irish  Members  who  were 
attached  to  the  Liberal  Party.  In  con- 
clusion, he  would  appeal  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers and  right  hon.  Members  to  come 
forward  and  tell  them  what  they  thought 
the  policy  of  the  country  ought  to  be.  It 
was  the  function  of  the  Leaders  to  lead 
them ;  and  he  said  without  any  hesitation 
that  if  any  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Party 
came  forward,  and  appealed  to  them — 
and  not  only  them,  but  the  whole  coun- 
try— to  maintain  the  Legislative  Union 
of  the  three  countries—he  oared  little 
whether  it  was  the  noble  Lord  or  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Birmingham — he  felt  sure  that  which- 
ever of  these  Gentlemen  it  miffht  be  who 
spoke  for  the  country  and  desired  to 
maintain  the  Union,  he  would  rally  at 
his  back  those  who  would  make  him  the 
principal  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Party. 

Ma.  GEEGOBY  said,  he  hoped  that 
some  expression  of  opinion  would  be  got 
from  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  in  regard  to  this  im- 
portant subject.  As  for  himself,  he 
would  give  an  independent  support  to 
any  Government  that  would  maintain 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire. 

Mr.  TUOBOLD  ROGERS  observed, 
that  an  hon.  Gentleman  had  that  even- 
ing compared  their  fellow-countrymen 
in  Ireland  to  highwaymen  and  wolves. 
That  did  not  seem  to  h*m  to  be  a  par- 
ticularly conciliatory  spirit  in  which  to 
approach  the  great  quedtion  between  the 
two  peoples.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bozburghshire  ;Mr.  A.  Elliot), 
with  an  audacity  which  he  hardiv  ex- 
pected from  a  Scotch  Member,  had  for- 
gotten the  very  fundamental  rule  which 
had  always  governed  Constitutional  op- 
position in  that  House,  and  which  was 
laid  down  by  so  great  a  Conservative  as 
the  late  Sir  Bobert  Peel — namely,  that 
it  was  not  their  business  to  annonnee  a 
policy  until  they  were  called  on.  It  was 
not  just,  fair,  or  generous,  to  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  to  demand  of  them 
that  they  should  explain  before  their 
imitators  and  their  enemies  what  policy 
they  intended  to  adopt  with  regud  to 
Ireland.  The  House  had  been  told  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  crime  prevail- 
ing in  Ireland.  That  had  been  denitKl 
by  Irish  Members ;  and  he  frankly  told 
the  House  that  ho  would  as  soon  believe 
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tli«m  M  he  would  believe  the  Dablin 
Oomepondent  of  Th0  7Vm##.    Nothing 
had  done  more  hann  to  the  good  rela- 
tione between  the   Eoglieh  and  Irish 
peoplee  than  the  incessant  trumpetings 
of  tJioee  Solomons  of  the  day — the  daily 
papers.      He  rM;retted  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  held  the  threat  of  coercion 
over  the  Irish  people.    He  believed  that 
BO  greater  political  blunder  could  be 
committed  by  any  Government  than  the 
establishment  of  a  special  Criminal  Law, 
and  he  repented  very  much  that  he  had 
ever  supported  coercion.    Nothing  could 
be  baser  than  the  temporary  alliance  of 
the    Tory    and    Irish    patriot.      That 
alliance  had  borne  its  fruits,  and  one 
result  of  it,  at  any  rate,  was  to  convert 
him  for  the  future  against  supporting, 
under   any   circumstances  whatever,  a 
aingle  scintilla  of  special  criminal  legis- 
lation for  Ireland.    That  legislation  had 
been  tried  over  85  years,  and    it  had 
failed*    If  they  adopted  it  again  over  a 
similar  period  they  would  only  embitter 
»till  more  the  Irish  people,  who  ought 
to  be  our  natural  allies  and  our  friends. 
The  present  state  of  things  brought  dis- 
honour upon  this  country.     The  hon. 
Member  for   Boxburghshire   had  told 
th«»m  about  the  wntunents  of  the  peoplo 
of  Kagland.    Had  ho  ever  reflected  that 
thore  were  3,0O(),O00  Irishmen  in  Kog- 
laad,  and  had  he  over  found  the  slightest 
bttteraee%  the  slightest  hostility,  on  the 
part  of  the  English  working  men  to- 
wards their  Irish  fellow-countrymen? 
I  if  bad  not,  exoept  on  the  part  of  some 
fiMiUsh  persons.     Did  they  bolievo  that 
if  Scotland  waa  governed  by  Englishmen 
<»a  the  lines  on  which  thev  nad  governed 
Ireland  they  would  not  nave  rebelled  ? 
If  he,  an  Englishman,  had  been  governed 
ia  the  same  way  as  the  Irish  had  been, 
he  eonfeseed  that  he  should  have  been 
a  rebel,  and,  perhaps,  a  village  ruffian. 
Those  who  were  distinct  I  v  responsible 
should  endeavour  to  si'ttlo  this   great 
problem,  and  not  claim  from  Ilor  Ma- 
jesty's Opposition  anything  more  than 
the  hi|(h  duties  and  the  great  privil<»ge 
of  critactzing  that  which  Her  Majesty  V 
Ministers  might  submit. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposAd, 
'« That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned.*' 
—  Mr.  Utmiir.) 

Tm  CHANCELLOB  of  the  EXCIIE- 
QUEB  (Sir  MicnjLKL  Uicxe-BKAcu) :  I 
undumaud  that  tho  hon.  Member  makes 


this  Motion  with  the  view  of  proceeding 
with  his  Amendment  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  House.  With  that  under- 
standing, and  being  aware  that  there 
are  not  a  few  hon.  Members  who  desire 
to  introduce  Bills  of  which  they  have 
given  Notice  without  being  compelled  to 
sit  up  till  a  late  hour,  I  willingly  yield 
the  Motion. 

Question  put,  and  syr#Mf  to. 

Debate  further  adjourned  till  Monday 
next. 

MOTIONS. 

LAin>  LAW  (iRBIAia))   ACT  (1881)  AKEHB- 

IIENT   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Connolly,  Bill  to  amend 
**The  Und  Law  'Jrolsnd)  Aot,  1881/*  orrffr«l 
to  bo  broui^ht  in  by  Mr.  Coxnollt,  Mr. 
Pakxbll,  Mr.  Tixotiit  Healt,  Mr.  tiizTO!!, 
and  Mr.  William  O'Bribw. 

Bill  j?rfMii/#if,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  1.] 

rOUNTT  OOVERKICSNT  (iBXLAHD)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  John  O'Connor,  Bill  to 
provide  for  tho  bettor  government  of  Counties 
in  Iri'lnnd,  erdtrrd  to  1m>  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Jonx  (>'(%)NNOR,  Mr.  Timothy  Hbalt,  Mr. 
SB\To?r,  Mr.  Dillux,  Mr.  Kbtnolds,  and  Mr. 
Small. 

Bill  prftentfd,  and  read  the  firit  time.  [Bill  2.] 

rOLICB  FORCES  ENFRAyCIlISEirSNT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Honrv  Solwin-Ibbet«on« 
Bill  for  the  compU'to  enfranchisement  of  tho 
Police  Forces  of  tho  United  Kingdom,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  IIenuy  Sklwix-Irbbt- 
Hox,  liord  CLArn  Hamiltox,  Mr.  RADCLirri 
CtMiKP,  Mr.  CowEX,  and  Sir  Ulorob  RriMELL. 

Bill  pr49tnUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  3.] 

CIirRCH  FATRONAOB  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Rylands,  Bill  to  amend 
the  liBw  relating  to  the  Sale  of  Church 
I^atronage,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr. 
KTLA!«t>s  Mr.  Lkatuam,  Mr.  IIbxet  FowLBa, 
and  Mr.  Brixtox. 

BiU  pre$emted,  and  read  the  fint  time.  [Bill  4.] 

POOR  LAW  OUARDIAirS  (IRBLAKD)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  B(r.  Edward  Harrington,  Bill 
to  ami  nd  the  I<aw  rclxiting  to  the  election  and 
conatitution  of  Boardit  of  Poor  Law  Ouardians 
in  Inliind,  crdtr^i  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
KtiWAiU)  IlAHai>oTox,  Mr.  Eumoxd  13wtbk 
(tiiAT,  Mr.  Sbxtux,  Mr.  Timothy  IIbaly,  and 
Mr.  Ji>Ri>%x. 

Bill  prtuHUd,  and  read  tho  first  time.  [Bill  6.] 


(  IIUBCn  OF  SCOTLAWD  BILL. 

Comtidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Re9  ifetf.  That  the  rhairman  bo  direct^yl  to 
neve  the  iiouse,  That  luave  b«  givoi  to 
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in  a  Bin  to  dedaro  the  Constitatbn  of  tho 
Church  of  Scotland. 

Besolation  rtport^d  :^'R\il  ord$r$d  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Fiklat  and  The  Marquess  of 
Btapporp. 

Wlpr$unUd^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  6.] 

PUBLIO  HEALTH  ACTS  (nCFROVEllENT   EX- 

FEN8E8)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Dodds,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Public  Health  Acts  in  relation  to  Private  Im- 
provement Expenses,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
bv  Mr.  DoDDtt,  Sir  Edwakd  Keed,  3(r.  Ahmolo 
MoRLBT,  Mr.  William  Cook,  and  Mr.  Bullajld. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  7] 

FARUAMEKTARY     ELECTIONS^  (RETVR17IKO 

OFFI0KR8  expenses)  (IRELAKD)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.'.Tuito/.  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  the  Expenses  of  Iletuming 
Officers  at  Parliamentary  Elections  in  Irelanc^ 
ordered  to  be  brought  in* by  Mr.  Tlitx,  Mr. 
Chakce,  Mr.  TmoTHT  IIarrihgtox,  BIr. 
Mao  KICK  Hbalt,  and  Mr.  ALKXAxnaa  Bla»b. 

Bill pre§ented,'juid  read.the  first  time.  [Bill,8. J 

MUKICIPAL  FRAK0HI8E  (iRXLAim)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  James  O'Brien,  Bill  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  Municipal  Fran- 
chise in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
BIr.  Jakes  0*Brie!c,  Mr.  Timothy  Haabinotox, 
Mr.  KicHAKi)  PowBK,  Mr.  Matxb,  and  Mr. 
Pbtbb  M*Dokald. 

Bm  presented,  and  read  the  first^timo.  [Bill  0.] 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACTft    AMEVD- 

MEHT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Mayne,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Maynb,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Co.h.^ob,  Mr. 
William  O'Bmbx,  Mr.  Sextoh,  and  Mr. 
Bhbeht. 

hillpreeen(4d,  and  road  the  first  time.  [Bill  10.] 

TEKURS  OP  TOWir  H0XT8E8  (ntBLAlTD) 

BILL. 

On  MoUon  of  Mr.  Crilly,  Bill  relating  to  the 
Tenure  of  Uouses  in  Towns  in  Ireland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Chillt,  Mr.  Small, 
Mr.  T.  D.  St  llivax,  Mr.  pETEaM'DoxALO,  and 
Sir  Thomas  £»moxdb. 

BinprtsenUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  LBiU  1 1 .] 

9ATI0VAL  SCHOOL  TRACBERfi  (iRELAKD) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  William  O'Brien,  BiU  to 
emend  the  Law  rvlsting  to  National  Schuul 
TfAchers  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  b<*  brought  in  by 
Mr.  William  U*baiiJ«,  Mr.  Jvsrix  Ucktlt 
M'Cabtmt,  Mr.  8bxtun,  Mr.  Edmoxd  IhrTxa 
Gbat,  and  Mr.  C<;Xwat. 

Bm^rMMlMf,  and  lead  tha  fiiH  time.  [BtU  12.  J 


REGISTRATION  OF  T0TBR8  (eRELAKD)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Dillon,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  renting  to  the  Registration  of  Yoteie  in 
Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Dillon, 
Mr.  Maurice  Hbalt,  Mr.  Chaxcr,  Mr.  Timothy 
Hbalt,  Mr.  Habrixotok,  and  Mr.  Small. 

Bill/»r«Mii^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  13.  ] 

UNIVEK8ITT  EDUCATION  (iRBLAITD)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Jjalor,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  University  Education  in  Ire- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Lalor, 
Mr.  DiLLOx,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Johx  Rbdmoxd, 
Mr.  Edmond  Dwtbk  Gray,  and  Mr.  Claxcy. 

Billpresented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  II.] 

SALMON  FISHERIES  (iRELANB)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  3[r.  Hooper,  Bill  to  amend  tho 
Law  relating  to  Salmon  Fisheries  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hoopbb,  Mr. 
Timothy  Hbaly,  Mr.  Sbxtox,  Mr.  Laxb,  Colo- 
nel Nolax,  and  Mr.  Lbamy. 

Bill/?r«t#»M,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  15.] 

BUTTER  SUBSTITUTES  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Conway,  Bill  to  regulate 
the  importation,  manufacture,  and  sale  of 
Butter  Substitutes,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Conway,  Mr.  Laxb,  Mr.  Johx  U'Coxxou, 
Mr.  Lbamy,  Mr.  Fixucaxb,  and  Mr.  Biooar. 

Bmpreeemted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  16.] 

CBOITERS  (sOOTLAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  The  Marquees  of  Stafford,  BiU 
to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  tenure  of 
land  by  Crofters  in  the  Uighlandf  and  Idanda 
of  Scotland  ;  and  to  malce  other  provisions  for 
improving  the  condition  of  tho  Crofters,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  The  Marquess  of  STArroan 
and  Dr.  FAaornARsoK. 

Biilpreeented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  17.  ] 

TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  P.  J.  Power,  Bill  to  pro- 
mote Technical  Education  in  Ireland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  P.  J.  PowBa«  Mr.  T.  P. 
ScLLiTAx,  Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Lamb,  Mr.  A. 
O'CoxxoR,  and  Mr.  Kdmobd  Dwybb  Gray. 

BiHpretemted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  16.] 

BOUSUrO  OF  WOREINO  CLASSES  IN  TOWNS 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Bill  to  proTide 
for  the  better  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
in  Towns  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  O'Kblly,  Mr.  Edmoxo  Dwybr  Gray,  Mr. 
MiRTHY,  Mr.  UooFBR,  and  3Ir.  Johx  Rrd- 

MOXD. 

Bmpreoentod,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  10.] 

MUNICIPAL  BOXnrD ARIES  ( DUBLIN)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Chance,  Bill  to  proTide  for 
the  Extension  of  the  Monictpal  Boundaries  of 
Dablia,  ordertd  to  be    brsaghl   In   I7   Mr 
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Tbajicv,  Mr.  T.   D.  Sfllitax,  Mr,    Edmohd 
I>«TVft  Gkat,  Mr.  TiMoraT  UAK&nroTov,  and 
Mr.  MrmrvT. 
mXpr^mmt€d,  and  tmd  th«  firrt  time.  [DiU  SO.] 

BATK6  (DUBLIN)  BILL. 

(Hi  Motion  of  Mr.  Sheehy,  Bill  to  amend 
th^  law  rebtanif  to  the  collection  of  Rates  ia 
I>abliB,  errfrmf  to  he  brought  in  by  Mr.  8hbbiit, 
Mr.  Kpmoskd  D^tba  (taAT,  Mr.  Matxb,  Mr. 
IIvvaT  Gill,  and  Mr.  Timothy  HAaaixnxox. 
f,  and  read  the  fiTBt  time.  [BiU21.] 


rklTATI  BILL  LEOISLATIoy  BILL. 

( hi  MoCioQ  of  Mr.  Sellar,  Bill  to  amend  the 
•1  ftcm  of  I^riTmte  Bill  liCgialation  in  the  United 
Kinicd'^ai,  crdfrnl  to  be  brouf^ht  in  by  Mr. 
>uXAft.  Hir  Ltox  PLATrAia,  Mr.  Raikba,  Mr. 
J-iiw  MoaLBT,  and  Mr.  Rorbrtso!!. 

Bdl prmmf^  aad  read  the  flrat  time.  [ Bill  22.] 

l»^rXDA&IU    OF    TUWX8    (IBELAKD)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Reynold*,  Bill  to  extend 
the  Booodariee  of  certain  Cities  and  Towna  in 
If^Uad,  m4ttf4  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
lUv^oLiHs  Mr.  Laxb,  Mr.  Small,  Mr.  Tuitb, 
and  Mr.  Wiluam  AanAn^M. 

Bai/rvMiil«<  and  read  the  fini  time.  [BiU23.] 

rABxtAmgrTAmT  elettiokb  (polls)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.   Jospph   Cowcn,  Bill  to 

irtiride  that  at  erery  0<»npnil  Tarliamcntary 
^'Tiiofi  all  the  Polii  Bhail  b)  taken  on  the 
•tae  day.  •rdtrtd  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 

Mr.  Laboicubbb,    and    Mr. 


J<i«ani  Co^ 

Ao«BW. 

BUI  ^r»Mii«H  «»1  read  the firrt  time.  [Bill  24.] 

BsranxTTATioir  or  the  pxoplb  act 

(1881)   EXTKXSIUV   BILL. 

4»a  MoUoo  of  Hir  Robert  Fowler*  BiU  to 
aoMod  the  Law  relating  to  the  Representation 
« I  the  pMiple,  by  amending  and  extending  the 
K  rriee  Pnnchise,  erWrnf  to  be  brought  in  by 
hir  KoassT  Powlbb,  Mr.  Lio^bl  CoBxy,  Mr. 
lit  «T,  and  8ir  Roram  LBrnaatooB. 

hdiprmmt^,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  26.] 

COPTBOLD  XVPRAXCniSCKBHT  BOX. 

<>n  Motion  of  Mr.  Cliarles  James,  Bill  to 
am«-nd  the  (V>pyhold  Acta,  and  for  the  En f ran* 
(^..fti*cDcnt  of  <.V>pyh<»U  and  Customary  Lands, 
i'^rW  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  C*harlbs 
JiWBa,  Mr.  (fEBOoaT,  Mr.  KxArroao  ilowAU>, 
Mr  Fbaocsost,  and  Mr.  Mbllob. 

aiU/fWMfW,  Md  r«ad  the  first  ttm.  [BiU  26.] 

•ALS  OF  nrroXICATDfO  UQUOES  ov 

StrXDAT  BILL. 

'»n  Molioii  of  Sir  Joseph  Pease.  BiU  for 
CI  xaag  Pnhlte  Hoosea  on  Sundav,  making  ex- 
r«ptM«  Ibr  the  aale  of  beer  awing  certain 
hcmrs,  and  for  the  MetiopoUtaa  District,  erdW#tf 
U  he  htoaght  ia  by  8tr  JoearH  Pbasb,  Mr. 
pAUua,  aM  Mr.  Isaac  Wilsov. 

[BUI  27.] 


POUCB  00VSTABLK8*    PENSIONS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Lord  Claud  John  Hamilton 
Bill  to  make  provision  respecting  the  Pensions* 
Allowances,  and  Gratuities  of  Police  (*oustable* 
in  Great  Britain,  and  their  widows  and  chil* 
dren,  and  to  make  other  provisions  respecting 
the  PoUce  of  (treat  Britain,  ortUred  to  bo 
brought  in  by  Ijord  Claud  John  Hamiltov, 
Sir  Hbiirt  Sblwin-Ibrbtson,  Mr.  Raikbs,  and 
Sir  OaoaoB  Rvssbll. 

BiU  prt9fni$d^  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  28.] 


PI8HSBT  riKBB    AND    BABBOUBS 
(i&BLAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Carew,  BiU  to  amend  and 
extend  the  Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours  (Ire* 
land)  Acts,  ordertd  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Carbw,  Colonel  Nolax,  3Ir.  William  Corbbt, 
Mr.  O'Kbllt,  and  Mr.  Ba&xt. 

BUl;»rrj#NrMf,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  29.] 

TBEB8  (IBELAKD)   BILL. 

On  Blotion  of  Mr.  Gilhooly,  BiU  to  encourage 
the  Planting  of  Trees  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  bo 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Qilhoolt,  Mr.  Timothy 
HAaRiNGTON,  Mr.  Marum,  Mr.  Ptnr,  and  Mr. 
O^Hanlon. 

BiUpr#s«Nl#if,  and  read  the  flrBt  time.  [BUI  30.] 

MSTBOPOUTAH    BOARD    OF    W0EX8    (FI&B 

beioadb  expenses)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  ^Ir.  Tatton  Egerton,  BUI  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Eipenses  of  the 
MetropoUtan  Fire  Brigade,  vrd^rtdXoh^ brought 
in  by  Mr.  Tatto!!  EoBRXoy,  Sir  Jambs 
M*Garbl-Uooo,  and  Mr.  Ridbr  Cook. 

BUl^rv«MM,aDdreadthe  first  tame.  [BU181.] 

TOBACCO   (IBELAVD)   BILL. 

On  3(otion  of  ^Ir.  T.  P.  OTonnor,  BUI  to 
permit  the  growth  of  Tobacco  in  Ireland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  3Ir.  T.  P.  0*Coy!(OR,  3(r. 
Pyxb,  Mr.  Barry,  Mr.  Cokdow,  and  Mr. 
0*HAirL03f. 

BUI  prooenied,  and  nad  the  first  time.  [BUI  82.  j 

00NTAGIOU8  DISEASES    ACTS  REPEAL  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  James  Stuart,  BiU  to 
repeal  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts,' 1866  and 
1H69,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Jambs 
Sti'art,    Mr.    SxAxtirBLO,   and     Sir    Robbrt 

FOWLIBU 

BUXprooented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  89.] 

nTBOrOLITAN  BOAED  OF  WOBKS  (WATBB 
srrPLTy   ftc.)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  James  M'Oarel-IIogj^, 
BiU  to  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Metropoli- 
tan Board  <rf  Works  with  respect  to  the  Supply 
of  Water,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  ;by  Sir 
Jambb  M'Uarbl-Hooo,  Mr.  Brtcb,  Sir  Uborob 
RossBLL,  and  Colonel  Hi'OMBs. 

BUl/r«a«iil«<  aad  raad  tha  fint  tiaa.  [BUI  84.] 
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zjOENsmo  LAWS  (akskdioent)  (local 
contbol)  bill. 

Contid$r9d  in  Coromittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Rfdred^  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
move  the  Hou80,  That  luave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Rill  to  amend  the  Licensing  Law8  by  es- 
tablishing  Licenning  Boardu  to  exercise  Local 
Control  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  existing 
Licences. 

Resolution  rfportfd :  —  Bill  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Stafford  Howard,  BIr. 
HovLDSwoBTH,  and  Mr.  C.  T.  Dykb  Aclakd. 

Biilpreiented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  35.] 

V.UB8    AND  MABKST8     (tOLLS)   (iBELAND) 

BfLL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sexton,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Tjaw  relating  to  Tolls  at  Fairs  and  Markets  in 
Ireland,  order td  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr. 
8bxtow,  Mr.  Hatden,  Mr.  IIarrih,  Mr.  J. 
P.  0*BaiBx,  Mr.  Chancb,  and  Mr.  Ji'stlx 
M'Caktht 

BmpreuHt4d,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  36.] 

QUABTEB  BXSSIOlfS  (BOBOrOIIs)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  ^Ir.  Powell  Williams.  Bill  to 
repeal  oertatn  provisions  relating  to  Quarter 
Sessions  (Boroughs)  of  **Tho  Municipal  Corpo- 
rations Act,  1882,"  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Powell  Williams,  Bfr.  Johx  Brickt,  Mr. 
Ubkbbrt  Qladstoxb,  and  Mr.  UorLDKWouTii. 

BULpresonUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  37.] 

TBNUBB  OF  LAND   ( SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Barclay,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Iaw  relating  to  the  Tenure  and  Occupancy 
of  land  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
bv  Mr.  Barclay,  Sir  Gbuuob  Balioi;r,  Dr. 
F AKQVUARsoM,  and  Mr.  Esslbmoxt. 

Bill  preoemted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  38.] 

PBOBATlOSr  OF  FIB9T  OFFE.VDBBS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Hr.  Uoward  Vincent,  Bill  to 
permit  the  conditional  release  of  First  Offenders 
Qpoa  Probation  in  certain  cases,  ordered  to  b*> 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Howard  Vincr.ht,  ^^ir 
Hbxry  Selwix  •  Ibbbtmin,  Sir  Algernon 
BoRTRwicK,  Mr.  Law»ox,  and  Mr.  Mollov. 

hiUpreeemted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  30.] 

POBT    AKT)     IlAnin>rB  AUTHORITIES    BILL. 

On  Motitin  of  Mr.  Matthew  Kenny.  Bill  to 
amend  th««  Law  rt-Utiotc  to  the  cvufttitution  of 
Port  and  ILirbiMir  Auth<>ntirii  in  Irt'Und. 
ordered  to  be  br^Uirht  in  by  Mr.  Mittiiii» 
Kk^xt,  Mr.  Bi<)4*%R,  Mr.  Ji>tix  Uixtlt 
Mm'%btiit,  Mr.  riTna  M* Donald.  Mr.  Jaxkh 
O'l^MNBRTT.  and  Mr.  Tim<»tht  H%rrixotox. 

hiUprMfrntod,  and  read  the  first  lime.  [BiU  40.] 

LAXD   FUBCHAST  FACIUTIEB   BILL. 

On  MotioD  of  Ur.  M*Laron.  BiU  to  amend 
the  Law  ralattog  to  the  compciMataoo  cf  owners 
€f  I^ad  Mqotnd  for  oodtrlaluiiga  of  pnUic  I 


utility,    ordered   to   be   brought    in   by    ICr. 
M'Labex,  Mr.  JosBPH  Boltox,  Mr.  HouuM- 
WORTH,  and  Mr.  Jesse  Collixgs. 
BiiX  presented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  41.] 

SITE8   FOR   SCHOOLS,    &0.    (iBELAVD)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Jordan,  Bill  to  facilitate 
the  acquiring  of  Sites  for  Schools  and  ChurcheSt 
and  fui^  Residences  for  Clergymen  and  School 
Teachers  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  JoRDAX,  Colonel  Nolax,  Mr.  Cuaxcb,  Mr. 
Reynolds,  and  Mr.  Flyxx. 

Bill preeented,  and  read  the  first  time. [Bill  42.] 

LANDL0BD*8  BIGHT  OF  DISTBB88 
ABOLITION   BILL. 

On  ^lotion  of  Mr.  Crompton,  Bill  to  abolish 
the  Landlord's  Right  of  Distress  for  the  rent  of 
agricultural  holdings  in  England,  and  his  right 
of  priority  over  the  other  creditors  of  the  tenant 
in  England,  ord^ed  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Cromptox,  Mr.  Winterbotham,  3Ir.  Artec n 
Elliot,  and  31  r.  Bruxxcr. 

B)!^preu9Uid,  and  read  the  first  timo.  [Bill  43.] 

MBTBOPOLITAK     BOAED     OF     WOEKB 
(THBATRES,    &e.)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Rider  Cook,  BiU  to  confer 
further  powers  upon  the  ^letropolitan  Board  of 
Works  for  inspecting  Theatres  and  ^lusic  Uall«, 
and  granUng  certiticates,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Rider  Cook  and  Sir  James 
3I*Oarr].*Uooo. 

BOl  prewnted,  and  read  the  fint  time.  [Bill  44.] 

BUBIAL  LAW  AlCE3n)M£5T  BILL. 
CoKiidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Xesohed,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
move  the  House,  That  leare  be  giren  t>  bring 
in  a  BiU  for  the  further  Amendment  of  the 
Burial  Laws. 

Rt'solution  reported :  —  BiU  orderod  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Omborxr  Moroax,  Mr. 
Hknry  H.  Fowler,  Mr.  Bicharo,  and  Mr. 
Cart  ell  Williams. 

BiU  presented,  and  road  the  first  time.  [BiU  45 .  ] 

XXPLOSIYE  SUBSTA5CES   ACT   (1883) 

AMEXDMEXT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Ilcrbort  MaEwcU.  BiU  to 
anund  «•  Tho  Explo^ivi^  Subelanci'S  Act.  1883." 
or  tiered  to  bo  bnmght  in  by  Sir  IIbrbbrt 
Maxwell,  Lord  Aloeunox  P'rrcy,  Mr.  Loxo, 
and  Sir  Robert  Fowler. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  the  first  timo.  [BUI  46.] 

BAXKBUPTCT  (IRBLARD)  BILL. 

On  )Iotion  of  Mr.  Peter  M'Donald,  BaU  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  Banktnptcy  in  Ire- 
land, ordered  to  be  broogfat  in  by  Mr.  Pctbb 
M'DoxALb,  Mr.  Uexry  (tiLU  Mr.  Claxciy, 
Mr.  JoBX  O'CoxxoB,  and  Mr.  O^Hamuix. 

BUIjirMmltfJ,  and  rwd  th«  flfvt  tisB.  [BOl  47.] 
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LAn>  (HIOHLAVBS  AKD  ISLAXBS)  BILL* 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Uavin  Clark,  Bill  to 
mmnA  the  I^wa  tplating  to  tho  tenure  of  Land 
la  t]i«  IIiKhIand«  and  Islands  of  Scotland, 
«ri>f#«/ to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gavin  Clark, 
^Ir.  Marfarlanc,  Mr.  Macdonnid,  Mr.  Mack- 
iniosli,  3Ir.  Jc«o  CoUinga,  and  Mr.  Burt. 

DUl/rysml^,  and  nad  tho  first  time.  [Bill  48.] 

XAAEIAOB  WITH   A  DECBASEB  WIF£*S 

SISTER   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ilonoage,  Bill  to  alter  and 
amciid  tha  Lav  aa  to  M.-irhago  with  a  Doceaacd 
Wift**a  8iat4*v,  wdtrtd  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr. 
il<«««g«i,  ^Ir.  Broadhurst,  Mr.  Albert  Grey, 
Mr.  roleaton,  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Burt,  and 
Mr  Arch. 

IliU#fvtff>/r<  and  it»d  tho  first  time.  [BiU  49.] 

MAUUAOES   (XOXCOXFOBMIST  CHAPXLS) 

BOX. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Shirley,  Bill  to  amend  tho 
Iava  ivlating  to  ilarriagi*a  in  Xonconfurniiat 
<lijtwl««  ordtrtd  to  Ik)  IruuKbt  in  by  yix, 
^Hlrler,  Mr.  M'lrer,  Mr.  Xrwnee,  Sir  George 
^^.twrii,  Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr.  Lcicc«t<ir,  Mr. 
Johoa*  and  Mr.  Channing. 

BiU  pntmta,  and  read  tha  firrt  time.  [Bill  50.] 


ADULTEBATIOX  BILL. 

(hi  Motion  of  Baron  IHmsdale,  Bill  for  the 
bHtcr  ■acnriog  of  INirity  in  Beer,  ordtrtd  to  bo 
broaght  in  by  Baron  bimsdaln,  Mr.  K  natch - 
bttU-llngraarn.  Mr.  IlaUey,  51  r.  Bound,  and 
Mr.  Abel  Smith. 

mUfn^mUd,  aad  rsad  tha  fint  time.  [BiU  61.] 


smuTs  nr  bovd  ^orkat  BRiTAnr  axd 

XBELAXD)  BILL. 

CWMtJirratf  in  (^mmittee. 

'In  tho  rommtttce.) 

Ktmitfri^  That  the  (*hainnan  be  dir(>ct4  d  to 
t?  'Tr  the  ll'r^jae,  that  leave  lie  given  to  bring  in 
a  I'tU  dealing  with  the  Ikmding  of  Sptrita  in 
<  >r«ai  Bniatn  and  Ireland* 

Br*4otioii  rfpott'4  *  — -  Bill  orderrd  to  bo 
IfMOght  in  by  Mr.  >l^iin«  Colonel  NuIaUf  Mr. 
J  ha  O'CVoDor,  Mr.  \\Ut  M  Donald^  and  3ir. 
olUaluiL 

BiU /r»wa<4<  aad  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  53.  ] 

ALumoarrs  axd  sicall  boloixgs 

BILL. 

«»•  Motion  ol  Ifr.  J<>«ae  Collingt,  BiU  tn 
f  ftrihtala  tha  ctaaiioD  of  AUoimant*  and  HmaU 
HoUinga  ol  Lnad,  ordtrtd  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  J«aM  CoUinga.  Mr.  Bart.  Mr.  Broadhant, 
Taptaia  Vaney.  Mr.  Ai«h.  I>r.  Kuotar,  Mr. 
namm,  Mr.  OobK  ftad  Mr.  Newnea. 

M  tad  md  tha  fint  time.  [BUI  53] 


CHTTBCn  BOARDS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Alb'^rt  (trey.  Bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  cstablishmrnt  of  Church  Boards, 
onifTfd  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Albert  CJrey, 
Mr.  Stafford  Howard,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Mr. 
M*Iver,  Mr.  Uould^iworth,  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttle- 
worth,  and  &Ir.  (tcrald  Balfour. 

hiapr<sMt4d,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  54 .  ] 

MimNO   LKA8E8  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Conybeare,  Bill  to  rogn- 
late  the  granting  of  Mining  Louses  in  the  coun* 
ties  of  (,*omwaU  and  Devon  ;  and  to  amend  tho 
Law  relating  to  the  payment  of  wages  of  miners 
and  the  inspection  of  mines,  ordtred  to  bo 
brought  in  by  ilr,  Conybeare,  Mr.  Borlase, 
Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  M'Laren,  Mr.  Blake,  and  Mr. 
Baunders. 

BiU  j»r#f#fi/#if,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  55.] 

auor  HOURS  regulation  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  John  Lubltock,  BiU  to  limit 
the  Hours  of  Labour  of  children  and  young 
persons  in  Shops,  ordered  to  be  brought  m  by 
Sir  John  Lubbock,  ^Ir.  Burt,  Mr.  Macnaghten, 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  Mr.  Rathbone. 

h\]Xprt9ent$d^  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  66.] 

ALLOTMENTS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  BIr.  Finch-Hatton,  BiU  to 
encourage  and  facilitate  the  provision  of  AUot- 
menta  fur  Cottagurs,  erdertd  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Finch- Ilatton,  Mr.  Birkbeck,  and  Vis- 
count Newark. 

'BiMprfenUd^  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  57.] 

QAMB  LAWS   AMKKDMEXT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Menxies,  BiU  for  the 
better  protection  of  occupiers  of  land  against 
injury  to  their  crops  anu  lands  from  (t round 
and  other  (rame,  ordrr.'d  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Menzies,  The  Marquess  of  Stafibru,  and  Dr. 
Farquharson. 

bai^r»sni<#<  and  read  the  firrt  time.  [BiU  58.] 

BBRR  ADULTBRATIOir  (nO.    2)   BILL. 

On  ^lotion  of  Mr.  Birklxn  k,  Bill  for  better 
securing  the  purity  of  B««cr,  ordered  to  be 
bntught  in  bv  Mr.  BirklMfk,  Sir  Herbert 
MaxweU,  Mr.  Charlea  Hall,  Mr.  iTeUowea,  and 
Mr.  Joseph  Cowen. 

lanprtsemUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  69.] 

BMPLOTERS'   LIABILTTT  ACT  (1880) 

AMEXBMEXT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Arthur  O^Connor.  BiU  to 
amend  **The  Employers*  Liability  Act,  1890,** 
Qrdrrfd  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  Dr.  Conunins,  Mr.  Sexton,  and  Mr. 
JcMc  CoUtngs. 

BiU^rMrar^tf,  and  ruad  the  first  time.  [BUI  60.] 

TITHB  RKXT-CBAROE   (kXTRAORDIXARY) 

AUKKDMEirr  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Norton,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  Extraordinary  Tithe  in  reapect 
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of  any  special  caltiTaiion  of  land,  and  to  mako 
reasonablo  compensation  to  the  present  Titho 
owners,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Norton, 
Mr.  Knatchbull-Uugesscn,  and  Mr.  Pomfret. 

'B\SXpr4$$nt4df  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  61.] 

ICA&aiAOES   (nOTTBS  OF  SOLEMNISATION) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Carvcll  Williams,  Bill  for 
extending  the  Hours  within  which  Marriages 
may  be  lawfully  solemnised,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Carroll  Williams,  Mr. 
Bichard,  and  llr.  Ince. 

WiiXpreeeHted^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  62.] 

TITUS  BKNT-CHAROE   (eXTBAOKDINAKT) 

BEDEMPTION    BILL. 

On  Blotion  of  3[r.  Thomas  Bolton,  Bill  to 
amend  tho  Tithe  Commutation  Acts  as  to  Ex- 
traordinarv  Tithe  Rent -Charge  on  hop  grounds, 
orchards,  fruit  plantations,  and  market  gardens ; 
and  to  provide  for  fixing  the  capital  value 
thereof  and  the  redemption  of  tho  simo,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Thomas  Bolton,  ^(r. 
Thorold  Rogers,  Mr.  Borlase,  and  8ir  John 
Lubbock. 

WXprewHted^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  63.] 

OATHS  BILL. 

Cimiidsrodia  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

MtMivodf  That  the  Chairman  bo  directed  to 
move  the  House,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Oaths. 

Besoltttion  reported :— BiU  ordered  to  bo 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Simon,  Mr.  Stans- 
fold,  Mr.  Ueneage,  Mr.  Charles  RussoU,  and 
Mr.  Channing. 

BiUpretented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  64.  j 

TITHE  BBKT-CHABGB  AITINDKBNT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  ^tr.  Brook  Hold,  BiU  to  com- 
mute Extraordinary  Titho  ftent- Charge,  and 
otherwise  amend  the  Tithe  Commutation  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Brookfield  and 
Mr.  Farquharson. 

BiU  preoented,  and  read  the  firrt  Ume.  [Bill  65.] 

BEER  ADVLTERATION  ^XO.  3)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Qniltcr,  BiU  for  betttor 
securing  the  purity  of  Beer,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  bv  Mr.  QuUter,  Mr.  Duckham,  Mr. 
Honeage,  and  Mr.  Evenrtt. 

BiHUprteented,  and  rsad  the  first  time  [BiU  66] 

WORKUOVBE   CItlLDBEX   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  M'-Hor,  BiU  to  amend 
and  regulate  the  instruction  of  (^hildren  in 
WorkhouMS,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
MoUoy,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  and  Mr.  Howard 
Vinoani. 

WlfrutmUd,  aad  md  th«  fint  time.  [BUI  67.] 


TITEBABT  H0T7NTAIN  GBAZINO  AND  SEA 
WBACK  (iBELAND)  BILL. 

On  ^lotion  of  Mr.  Small,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  Turbary  ^fountain  Grazing 
Lands  and  Sea  Wrack  Beds  in  Ireland,  ordered 
to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Small,  Mr.  James 
O'Doherty,  Mr.  Conway,  Mr.  CrUly,  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Blaine. 

Bill  pretentedf  and  read  tho  first  time,  f  BiU  68.] 

THEATBES,  &C.   (METBOPOLIS)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Dixon- (lartland.  Bill  for 
tho  better  roi^rulation  of  Theatres  and  Music 
IlaU^  in  the  Metropolis,  0r</^r€4f  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Dixon- Hartland  and  Mr.  Macfarlane. 

BiUpreeeHtedf  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  69.] 

FABLIAMSNTABY     FBANCHI8E    (EXTENSION 

TO  women)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  WoodaU,  Bill  for  extending 
tho  Parliamentary  Franchise  to  Women,  or* 
dered  to  be  brousrht  in  by  Mr.  WoodaU,  Sir 
Robert  Fowler,  Mr.  Ilouldfiworth,  Mr.  Illing- 
worth,  Mr.  Stansfeld,  and  ^Ir.  Yorke. 

Bmpr€UHt€d,  and  road  the  first  time.  [BiU  70.] 

LAND   CULTIVATION  BILL. 

( >n  Motion  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  Bill  to  promote 
the  better  Cultivation  of  Luid,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Bradlangh,  Mr.  lAboachere, 
Mr.  Arch,  and  Mr.  Burt. 

BmpreeeHted,  and  read  the  fint  time.  [BUI  71.] 

LIQUOB  TBAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO    (SCOTLAND) 

BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Re»ofred,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
move  the  House,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  BiU  to  enable  owners  and  occupiers  In 
burghs,  wards  of  burghs,  parishes,  and  dii^cts 
in  Scotland  to  prevent  the  common  sale  of  In- 
toxicating Liquors,  or  otherwise  to  have  effec- 
tual control  over  the  Drink  Traffic  within  such 
areas. 

Resolution  reported :  —  BiU  ordered  to  be 
brouirht  in  by  Mr.  M* Lagan,  Dr.  Cameron, 
Mr.  Mackintosh,  Mr.  Noel,  Mr.  Cameron  Corbet, 
Mr.  Jacks,  Mr.  Mark  Stewart,  Mr.  Iiacaitai  and 
Dr.  Clark. 

BiU  presented,  and  read  the  first  Ume.  [BUI  72.] 

FIMHEBY  ACTS   (SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Jacks,  BUI  to  consolidaia 
and  am(*nd  tho  Fishery  Acts  applying  to  Scot- 
land, Of  a*  red  to  1)0  brought  in  by  Mr.  Jacks, 
Mr.  Dodds,  and  Mr.  Beith. 

BiU  presemted,  and  rsad  the  flrrt  time.  [BUI  71.] 

SALE    OF    nnOXICATINO  LIQVOES    ON 
SUNDAY   (DUBBAIC)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Theodore  Try,  BiU  to 
prohibit  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Ltqnon  on 
onndays  in  th«  county  of   DnrhuBi  orde^  to 
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1»  hroa^t  in  by  Mr.  Theodore    Fry,   Mr. 
Walter  Jwnee,  Mr.   Dodde,  Mr.   Riohiirdson, 
Mr.  (fourley,  and  Mr.  Paulton. 
VmrrtmmUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  74.] 

KnriciFAL  rRAKcnifts  (irkland)  (no,  2) 

BILL. 

( Hi  MoUon  of  Mr.  Johnston,  BiU  to  aMimilate 
lh«»  Maalctpal  and  Parliamontftrj  Franchise  in 
fr^Und,  •nUrtd  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
J'hoston  and  Mr.  Do  Cobain. 

aUJ  prmnt0i,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  75.] 

« 

BMrLOTZRS*     LTABIUTT    ACT    (1880) 
AMSSIDMEHT  (KO.   2)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Burt.  BiU  to  amend  <<  The 
Employers*  Liabilitv  Act,  ISSO/*  ordtr$d  to  be 
bntoi^bt  in  br  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Mr. 
Jiicf»r.  31r.  Iloldane,  and  Mr.  Lock  wood. 

BiU  fmmifd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  70.] 

rXCLAZMED   DEPOSITS  BILL. 

1  »n  Motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  BiU 
t«»  pri'Tidc  for  the  Publicatitm  of  Unclaimed 
M'<ks,  SharM,  Deposits,  and  Debentures  in 
Trading  (*ompanies,  •rdtrtd  to  bo  brought  in 
\  r  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Dr.  Clark,  and  Mr. 
WatU 

BiU /rv««aiMf,  aadread  the  first  time.  [BUI  77.  ] 

TRAMWATt    ACTS   (nUUAlTD)    AMllfDMXHT 

BILL. 

<»n  Motion  of  Colonel  Nolan,  BiU  to  amend 
t^>*  Tramways  Acts  (Ireland),  ordered  to  be 
^rnuchi  in  by  Colonel  Nolan.  Mr.  T.  P. 
nr.mnor,  Sir.  Foley,  Mr.  Harm,  and  Mr. 
M  Iloy. 

BOI/rMmfW,  and  ro^l  the  first  time.  [BUI  78.] 

tcajMLuncAL  AuuMMxyrs  (scotlaxd) 

BILL. 

(Hi  MoUoo  of  Mr.  FinUy,  BUI  io  amend  the 
Iaw  as  to  Reelesiastieal  AssessmenU  in  Scot- 
land, •rdrrtd  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Finlay 
•Ad  Mr.  M*LA««a. 

hdifffmttd^  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  79.] 

^ASriTATloy    OP   UOCSEA    BILL. 

<»fi  MoUoo  of  Mr.  IHYon-IIartland.  BiU  for 
th*  b«t|i>r  Sanitation  of  llou***  in  the  Mctro- 
t-  u«,  arrfrrW  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Dixon- 
UArtlaad  and  Sir  fidmuod  L<vhmore. 

BUl/r»Miii«<  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  80.] 

MrraoPOLtTA^r  board  of  works  (kkepcto 
OF  firswood)  bill. 

4^  MotioQ  of  8ir  James  M'GarelHo^,  BiU 
ff.r  tlM  Mie  keeping  of  Firewood  within  the 
hatls  of  tiM  MetropoUs,  trd^^d  to  be  brought 
labySirJaMsM'Oarel-Uogg  and  Sir.  Morgan 

BUl/r«i«iH  ttd  md  th«  fint  tim*.  CBiU  81.] 


parliamextart  ELEcnoKs  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Conybeare,  BiU  to  amend 
the  Acts  n*lating  to  the  Rogistration  of  Voters 
and  the  conduct  of  Parliamentary  Elections, 
ordfrtd  to  bo  brought  in  by  )Ir.  Conybf«re,  Mr. 
Macdonald  Cameron,  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Hob- 
house,  and  Mr.  Shirley. 

^iWprf^nttd^  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  82.] 

LA2n>  TEKTTRE  AlO)  TRAKSFER  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Inoe,  BiU  to  amend  "  The 
Settled  Land  Act,  1882,**  and  for  the  simpUfica- 
tion  of  Titlos,  ordtrtd  to  be  brought  in  by  ^Ir. 
Inoe,  Mr.  Courtney,  and  Mr.  Stanhope  Kenny. 

h\Mpr$unUd^  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  83.] 

PARLLUIEHTART    XLB0TI0N8     (RSTITRKnrO 
OFFICfRRS'    BXPENSSS)   (SOOTLAKD)  BILL. 

On  ^lotion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  Bill  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  the  Expensee  of  Returning  Offi- 
cers at  Parliamentary  Elections  in  Scotland^ 
wrdtrtd  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr. 
Barclay,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Esslemont,  and  Mr. 
Edmund  Robertson. 

Bmi»r#«#itrfif,and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  84.] 

ADJOURNMENT. 

S$$0hed,  That  the  Houbo  will,  at  the 
rising  of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn  tUl 
Monday  next — (  Jfr.  Ah€r$-D<mgla9.) 

House  a^joomed  at  a  quarter  after 

Twelve  o'clock  tUl 
Monday  next. 


«»«^Ntf«MPW 


HOUBE     OF    L0BD8 
Monday  J  25th  January^  1886. 


MINUTES.] -Pt'BUc  Bill— IVrsI  Siodimp^ 
Land  Registry'  •  (7). 

Soveral  Lorda— Took  the  Oath. 

BURMAH— THE  BRITISH  AUTHORITIE.S 
^MILITARY  EXECUTIONS  —  THE 
PROVOST  MARSHAL.-QUESTION. 

Thb  Marquess  of  RIPON  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  he  had  received  any  answer 
with  regard  to  certain  proceedings  al- 
leged to  hare  taken  place  at  Mandalay 
under  the  orders  of  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Lord  Harris): 
My  Lords,  I  am  able  to  inform  the  noble 
Marquees  on  all  the  pointa  raised  the 
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other  day  except  the  first,  whicli  has 
reference  to  the  question  of  the  photo- 
graphing of  the  men  who  were  about  to 
be  executed.  The  reply  received  under 
that  head  is  from  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner at  Rangoon,  and  is  as  follows : — 

"  Rangoon,  Jan.   23.— First  point— namely, 

fhotogTHphing  prisoners  at  moment  of  execution. 
am  telegraphing  to  Mandalay  for  fuller  infor- 
DUtioa.*' 

On  the  point  as  to  a  certain  prisoner 
having  been  asked  questions  under  fear 
of  death,  the  reply  from  Mr.  Bernard 


"  It  i«  true  that  Provost  Marshal  did  place  a 
man  suspected  of  treasonable  correspondence  in 
fear  of  instant  death  in  order  to  induce  him  to 
give  information  which  might  have  criminated 
two  members  of  Burmese  Durbar.  On  hearing 
of  this,  I  pointed  out  to  Provost  Marshal  that 
evidence  extorted  was  valueless,  and  that  it  was 
contrary  to  all  laws  to  extort  evidence  by  moral 
torture,  and  I  requested  that  similar  proceed- 
ings might  not  recur.  I  believe  Provost 
Marshal  had  done  nothing  of  the  kind  on  any 
previous  occasion,  and  will  not  do  anything  of 
the  kind  again.*' 

Then  follows  a  telegram  from  the  Vice- 
roy— 

'*  It  is  also  clear  that  Provost  Marshal  has 
proceeded  in  most  unjustifiable  manner,  at  all 
events  in  one  case.  I  have  telegraphed  to 
Prondergast  direct,  that  if  primd  faeU  case  is 
made  out  against  Provost  Marshal  on  one  of 
the  counts  mentioned,  he  and  any  other  officers 
implicated  should  be  suspended  from  their 
functions,  and,  if  proved  guilty,  visited  with 
the  severest  penalty.'* 

A  telegram  from  the  Viceroy,   dated 
January  24,  says — 

••  We  have  English  Civil  officers  and  Police 
officers  in  command  in  each  of  the  five  districts 
— Mandalay,  Minhla,  Ning}'an,  Pagan,  and 
Myingyan.  These  officers  are  supported  by 
troops,  and  they  are  working  through  local 
W'oons  and  Thn(^\ns.  Hest  of  country  is  nomi- 
nally dominated' by  lllootdaw  or  Burmese 
Supreme  Council.  At  several  points,  Bhamo, 
Taming,  ilwebo,  Ava,  rpp«>rC1iind win.  Lower 
Ctiindwin,  Myodaung.  we  have  military  detach- 
ments stationed  with  Civil  offinrs  in  attend- 
ance.  At  present  country  is  still  under  military 
occupation.  Ilioavh  reMs  taken  in  arms  on 
the  tl<-ld  day  are  liable  to  Ikj  »hcit,  no  one  is  to 
Iw  sh';t  or  pnni^hf'd  by  Civil  oflic*  rs  otherwise 
than  aftrr  trial.  l^»*n,  in  districts  nomi- 
nally undrr  Illuotdaw.  «i>ntence^  of  death  can- 
not be  carried  out  by  Native  uffirtals  or  other- 
wise than  on  rt«p'>ntibtlity  of.  and  aft«r  trial 
bv,  C  *ivil  offirer  who  may  U;  n<>4n«t  thf  gruuod. 
Prisoners  punished  undtr  martiil  law  by  i*ro* 
vost  Marshal  or  bv  commanding  officers  do  not 
come  under  Civil  officers*  cognisance,  while 
country  is  under  military  occupation.  My  hope 
is  that  within  few  weeks'  time  I  may  be  in 
position  to  poet  Civil  oSceit  backed  by  troops  in 
rsmaining  diatiicts  of  oo«atry." 

Lori  Eur%$ 


\ 


The  map  that  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl 
of  Kimherley)  alluded  to  will  be  placed 
in  the  Library ;  it  is  not  a  recent  one,  as 
it  is  dated  1875. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBERLEY  said, 
that  the  real  point  he  had  in  view,  in 
inquiring  about  the  map  the  other  day, 
was  to  ascertain  the  precise  territory 
which  had  been  annexed  to  Her  Ma* 
jesty's  Dominions. 

LORD  LIEUTENANCY  OF  IHELAND. 

BE80LUTI0K. 

Tins  Eabl  of  KILMOEEY,  in  rising 
to  move — 

**  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Uouse  the  timo 
has  now  come  when  the  post  of  Ix)rd  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  may  be  abolished  with  advantage,'* 

said,  the  gravity  of  the  question  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  bring  before  their 
Lordships  at  a  timo  when  anything  con* 
nected  with  Ireland  was  of  unusual  in- 
terest would,  he  trusted,  be  a  warrant* 
able  excuse  for  his  asking  at  their  Lord- 
ships' hands  all  the  indulgence  which 
the  difficulties  of  his  position  required, 
lie  had  been  painfully  conscious  of  the 
fact  that,  amongst  the  Members  of  their 
Lordships'  House,  there  were  no  less 
than  four  past  Yioeroys  of  Ireland, 
two  being  present;  and,  no  doubt,  if 
the  duties  of  his  Excellency  the  pre* 
sent  Lord  Lieutenant  did  not  neceasi- 
tate  his  presence  in  Dublin,  he  also 
would  have  been  present.  It  had  been 
his  original  intention  to  move  this  He- 
solution  last  Session;  but  he  was  told 
the  occasion  was  inopportune,  and  was 
advised  to  postpone  it.  At  that  time 
there  was  one  more  past  Viceroy  in  their 
Ijordships'  Hoase;  but  since  then  tbo 
hand  of  death  had  removed  from  their 
midst  one  whose  place  it  would  be  hanl 
to  fill,  and  whose  loss  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  make  up  for.  It  might  be  said 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Abercom  that  he 
had  no  enemies,  for  even  his  political 
opponents  vied  with  his  closest  followers 
in  the  expression  of  their  admiration 
and  regard  for  him.  Of  him  it  might  be 
said  that,  having  arrived  at  the  highest 
pinnacle  of  personal  p  >pularity,  he  never 
lost  the  charm  which  he  held  over  his 
fellow-countrymen  until  the  grave  closed 
over  him.  He  would  miss  the  friendly 
criticism  of  the  late  Dnke  of  Aberoom 
with  regret,  and  he  would  look  toothers 
to  snpply  similar  criticism,  aspecially  lo 
his  noble  Friend  who  had  twice  hntved 
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tho  acknowledged  dangers  of  the  Lord 
Lieatenanoy  of  Ireland  (Earl  Spencer). 
Ho  yielded  to  no  one  in  his  admiration  of 
the  abtlttj  and  the  indomitable  courage 
with  which  the  noble  Earl  had  served  his 
Party.  He  not  only  spoko  hi?  own  senti- 
mi*nta,  but  those  of  the  entire  loyal  popu- 
lation  of  Ireland — though  many  of  thorn 
were  opposed  to  him  in  politics,  and  did 
not  share  the  admiration  of  the  noble  Earl 
for  tho  gn^t  Chief  of  his  Party — when 
he  said  that  they  were  ten  times  better 
cared  for  and  ten  times  better  off  under 
the  high  prossare  of  that  noblo  Earl's 
Administration  than  they  were  now  under 
thai  of  his  amiable  and  more  popular 
Socceaaor,  In  this  case  they  preferred 
the  fmriiitr  %n  re  to  the  tuariter  in  mode. 
The  subject  of  his  Besolution,  as  their 
Lordshins  were  aware,  was  no  new  one. 
The  abolition  of  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant  had  been  before  Parliament  on 
many  occasions.  It  was  an  Office  which 
had  eiisti«dy  he  believed,  for  700  years ; 
but  that  was  no  reason  why  it  should 
exist  for  ever.  Its  abolition  was  moved 
in  182d,  in  1830,  in  1814,  in  1860,  and 
in  18o8 ;  and  the  opinions  of  many  emi- 
nent statesmen,  both  for  and  against, 
mvT9  ventilated  on  those  occasions.  The 
historr  of  Ireland  repeated  itself  with 
the  fidelity  of  a  stock-piece  at  a  Pro- 
vincial theatre — tho  piece  was  always 
the  same,  and  the  only  change  was  in 
the  actors.  The  question  had  always 
l^een  and  was  now  a  non*Party  question  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  would  look  with  the 
more  confidence  to  their  Lordships  for  a 
fair  and  impartial  hearing.  In  addition 
to  the  debates  reported  in  Han$ard^  he 
had  sought  for  information  from  The 
7isi#t.  lie  had  also  found  a  great  deal 
of  interesting  information  in  Tho  Life 
ond  LoiUre  of  Mr.  Croker,  and  The  he- 
moire  of  Mr.  OretiUo:  but  he  would  not 
nreeume  to  occupy  too  much  of  their 
I^ird^htps*  valuable  time,  nor  to  flood 
the  House  with  a  series  of  long  and  un- 
neeessary  quotations,  ina»much  as  they 
were  within  eajiy  access  for  their  l»rd* 
•hipSv  and  it  was  more  than  probable 
that  they  were  far  better  ac(|uainted 
with  them  than  he  was.  When  he  looked 
back  to  Honootrd^e  Ihhatoo  he  saw  that 
such  men  as  Lord  Althorp,  Lord  Orey, 
Mr.  Shall,  Lord  John  KusseU,  Mr.  Bemal 
Osborne,  and  Mr.  Home  had  taken  part 
in  the  dasenssion.  Once,  and  once  only, 
the  qnestfon  of  the  abobtton  of  the  Lord 
liemteftaacj  of  Ireland  was  mooted  in 


their  Lordships'  House,  and  that  was 
in  June,  1860,  the  vear  in  which  Lord 
John  Russell  introduced  a  Bill  on  the 
subject  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  of  that 
day  succeeded  in  anticipating  the  in- 
troduction of  the  measure  by  taking 
advantage  of  an  opportunity  given  him 
of  presenting  various  Petitions  from 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  and  others 
interested  in  the  trade  of  that  City.  On 
that  occasion,  while  all  the  Members  of 
their  Lordships'  House  admitted  the 
desirability  of  raising  a  discussion,  they 
one  and  all  said  they  considered  the 
occasion  inopportune,  and  yet,  with  great 
inconsistency,  insisted  on  debating  the 
matter  at  considerable  length.  At  the 
end  of  the  Session  of  1850  the  Bill 
lapsed.  Since  1858,  so  far  as  he  could 
make  out,  the  matter  had  never  been 
before  the  attention  of  Parliament ;  and 
there  was  the  fact  that  although  in  1858 
a  Motion  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Roe- 
buck was  thrown  out,  the  one  in  1850 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority.  To 
keep  the  trade  of  Dublin  going  was  the 
only  excuse  for  maintaining  the  Office. 
There  were  other  arguments  for  uphold- 
ing the  Office ;  but  they  were  all  more  or 
less  of  a  sentimental  nature,  and,  there- 
fore, all  the  less  forcible.  For  instance, 
one  distinguished  Irishman,  now  a  Judge, 
was  heard  to  say  in  defence  of  the  re- 
tention of  the  Office  that  it  would  be 
hard  lines  if  an  Irishman,  who  was  pre- 
cluded from  basking  in  the  sunshine  of 
Royalty,  should  not  have  an  opportunity 
occasionally  of  airing  himself  in  the 
moonshine  of  the  Viceroy.  If  that  was 
the  strongest  argument  that  a  great  and 
distinguished  lawver  could  raise  in  that 
day,  he  thought  there  was  not  much  to 
be  said  in  its  favour.  The  objection  as 
to  the  difficulty  of  coming  to  London  to 
attend  a  levee  was  merely  a  sentimental 
one.  In  theee  days  sentimental  objec- 
tions had  very  little  weight.  These 
were  days  in  which  only  practical  ob- 
jections had  any  weight.  Sir  Peter 
Teazle's  views  with  respect  to  sentiment 
were  very  much  like  his.  He  belieyed 
they  were  extremely  proper  and  popular. 
He  did  not  think  the  Rules  of  their  liord 
ships*  House  would  prevent  him  giving 
a  quotation  from  The  School  for  Scondol; 
but  it  was  unnecessary,  since  all  their 
Lordships  must  be  acquainted  with  the 
expressions  made  use  of  by  that  iras- 
cible Baronet    It  was  amusing  to  look 
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baok  and  find  even  Buoh  a  great  and 
eminent  stateBman  as  Lord  John  Bussell 
talking  about  the  facilities  of  communi- 
cation as  they  exi fated  in  1850  in  com- 
parison with  those  which  existed  in 
1805.  He  believed  he  was  right  in 
stating  that  Lord  John  Eussoll  actually 
quoted  from^  if  he  did  not  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  a  copy  of  Brad' 
shaw^i  Railway  Ouide  ;  but  if  he  (the  Earl 
of  Kilmorey)  wished  to  quote  from  any 
publication  to  show  the  enormous  strides 
which  had  been  taken  within  the  last  35 
years,  he  would  refer  to  the  records  of 
scientific  institutions  and  papers  read  at 
scientific  meetings ;  and,  looking  at  the 
records  of  the  marvellous  inventions  of 
the  last  35  years,  he  found  there  were 
no  inventions  which  excited  more  marvel 
and  admiration  than  the  telephone. 
What  were  the  facilities  of  communica- 
tion in  1850  to  those  in  the  present 
day  ?  As  the  locomotive  had  superseded 
the  old  stage  coach,  so  the  telephone  had 
oast  into  the  shade  other  marvellous  in- 
ventions which  at  one  time  it  was  thought 
impossible  to  supersede.  In  the  present 
day  it  was  not  impossible  for  the  noble 
Marquess  in  Downing  Street  to  hold  an 
animated  conversation  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Ireland  in  Dublin 
Oastle,  nor  was  it  more  difficult  for  His 
Boval  Highness  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  give  his  order,  rtrd  voce,  to 
Prince  Saxe- Weimar.  This  disposed  of 
the  argument  brought  forward  in  their 
Lordships'  House  in  1850  by  the  Duke 
of  Wellington.  That  objection  was  that 
in  cases  of  disturbance,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  could  give 
orders  to  the  troops  ?  He  saw  no  possi* 
ble  difficulty,  in  the  absence  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  of  directions  being  given 
with  regatd  to  the  Fondas.  He  main- 
tained that  faoilitios  for  communicating 
wore  now  so  great  that  there  was  no- 
thing to  prev<>Qt  the  Ijord  Lieutenant 
answering  with  rapidity  any  question 
put  to  him  by  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Forces.  The  same  facility  would 
enable  him  to  transmit  his  orders  to  the 
Commander*in-Cbief,  and  to  take  steps 
to  see  them  properly  carried  out.  Al- 
though science  bad  done  much  to  alle- 
viate thoir  sorrow  and  to  mitigate  their 
distress,  it  had  not  yet  provided  them 
with  the  same  means  of  communication 
between  England  and  Ireland  that  now 
existed  between  Birkenhead  and  Liver- 
pool.   There  alwigrs  had  been,  and  he 
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feared  there  always  would  be,  one  great 
and  insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
the  realization  of  all  Uio  schemes  of 
reconciling  Irishmen  to  England;  and 
that  was  tho  nauseating  barrier  that 
existed,  between  the  two  countries — 
hine  Hl<B  lacryma.  It  might  be  that  the 
opening  of  the  Mersey  Tunnel  the  other 
day  might  give  a  fillip  to  science ;  and  he 
trusted  their  Lordships  would  all  live  to 
see  a  submarine  tunnel  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  constructed.  But  they 
had  communication  by  means  of  some 
of  the  finest  steamers  in  the  world ;  and 
what  was  the  journey  from  Dublin  to 
London  ?  What  would  their  forefathers 
have  thought  of  their  making  complaints 
of  a  journey  of  from  10  to  12  nours* 
duration,  when  they  wore  accustomed  to 
travel  on  a  coach  for  days  and  nights 
together  ?  As  to  the  danger  of  travel- 
ling, although  there  were  occasions  on 
which  outrages  were  committed  in  rail- 
way carriages,  they  were  very  few  and 
far  between  when  compared  with  tho 
dangers  which  were  run  on  the  King's 
highway  in  the  time  of  stage-coach  tra- 
velling. What  was  the  journey  from 
Dublin  to  London  now  ?  Why,  it  was 
simply  the  rapid  whirling  along  of 
their  recumbent  bodies,  surrounded  by 
every  luxury  and  comfort.  He  regretted 
that  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  was 
not  present.  His  appearance  was  well 
known  to  their  Lordships,  and  they  would 
readily  agree  with  him  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  showed  no  signs  of  de- 
cay, although  he  was  frequently  subject  to 
the  fearful  ordeal  of  these  constant  jour- 
neys. He  was  stating  a  fact  when  he  said 
it  was  not  unusual  for  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Four 
Courts  in  Dublin  on  Monday,  to  run 
over  by  the  mail  to  attend  a  Cabinet 
Council  on  the  Tuesday  afternoon,  and 
to  return  to  the  Four  Courts  on  tho 
Wednesday  as  fresh  as  if  he  had  not 
undergone  the  slightest  fatigue.  It  was 
an  acknowledged  fact  that  science  hsd 
now  minimixed  the  geog^phical  difficul- 
ties between  the  two  ooimtries.  He  took 
leave  to  oonclude  that  the  position  in 
which  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant  had 
lately  found  himself,  harassed  and  worn 
by  the  innumerable  difficulties  and  un- 
avoidable annoyances  of  Office,  strength- 
ened not  a  little  his  argument  that  the 
administrative  and  State  funotione  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  should  no  longer 
be  oombined  in  one  man.    That  untor* 
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taamto  eombination  oaght  nerer  to  have 
•zisted.  It  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  a  groat  mistake  in  the  Act  of 
Union ;  and»  as  far  as  ho  could  judge,  it 
was  acknowledged  by  the  statesmen  of 
that  day  that  the  combination  was  a 
mistake.  I/)rd  John  Russell,  on  the 
introduction  of  his  Bill,  on  the  17th  of 
Ifaj,  1850,  said>- 

**  In  fact,  the  Members  of  the  present  C^ovem* 
meot  have  for  a  very  long  time  had  in  con- 
trmpUtion  the  measure  I  have  now  to  propose, 
and  when  Lord  (*larendon  went  to  Ireland  ho 
went  there  on  a  distinct  understanding  with  me 
that  the  Oflico  o(  Lord  I^eutcpant  would,  if 
I^Srliament  should  concur  with  as,  be  totallv 
aK.ltshca.**— :3  J/«»jeri/[iii],  17L) 

liSter  on  his  Lordship  said — 

**  It  apnears,  howerer,  at  the  time  of  the 
rnioo  with  Ireland  the  subject  of  the  abolition 
<.f  the  Lord  Lieutenaney  was  taken  into  const- 
rl«tmtioo  by  the  8oyer«>ign  who  then  ruled  the 
a«stimce  of  this  country."— (/K</.  173.) 

Ills  Lordship  then  proceeded  to  quote 
from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Addington  ;  and 
he  (the  Earl  of  Kilmorov),  from  a  gene- 
ral ritumi  of  the  speeches  of  that  day, 
was  led  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  an 
acknowledged  difficulty,  and  that  it  was 
handed  as  a  legacy  from  one  Cabinet  to 
another,  where  it  was  looked  upon  with 
so  much  distaste  that  when  a  memoran- 
dum on  the  subject  came  to  the  top  it  was 
at  ooee  put  to  the  bottom.  It  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  point  to  a  stronger 
argument  in  farour  of  his  suggestion 
than  that  50  years  after  the  Union  an 
able  statesman  like  the  lato  Lord  John 
Russell  should  haye proposed  to  the  House 
a  Bill  to  earry  out  what  he  was  now  ad- 
Toeating,  and  left  the  matter  in  abeyance 
solely  on  the  ground  that  more  impirtant 
matters  were  engaging  attention.  It  was 
no  secret  that  he  ;tbe  Karl  of  Kilmoroy) 
dt^red  to  see  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant  of  Ireland  abolish(»d  as  at  present 
constitoted.  He  wished  to  see  the  ad* 
miatstratiye  funetions  of  the  Ijord  Lieu- 
tenant  transferred  to  a  Secretary  of  State 
fi>r  Ireland,  whilst  those  of  oeremonial 
might  rery  well  be  allowed  to  slip  into 
oMirion  as  unnooessary  and  out  of  place. 
It  should  be  remembered  that,  howerer 
▼ehomently  he  might  attack  the  evils  | 
which  aroae  from  the  Office  of  Lord  | 
lieutenant,  nothing  should  fall  from  ^ 
his  line  in  any  way  to  reproach  those . 
who  had  sneeessiYely  held  that  high ! 
Office,  and  discharged  the  onerous  du- 
tiee  of  Lord  Lieutetonant.    What  he ' 


wanted  to  see  abolished,  was  not  the 
holder  of  the  high  Office,  but  the  system 
which  had  imposed  on  so  many  Noble- 
men  the  thankless  combination  of  poli- 
tical patronage  and  Yiceregcd  State.  He 
knew  that  Lord  Lieutenants  had  con- 
ducted the  social  administration  of  the 
country  with  the  greatest  ability.  But 
faithfully  as  they  had  discharged  their 
duties  in  that  respect — ^right  royally  as 
they  had  spent  their  money  and  distri- 
buted their  favours— why  wore  they 
weighed  down  by  politics  ?  He  saw  no 
reason  whatever  why  the  machinery  of 
administration  and  the  ceremonial  of 
Royalty  should  be  coupled  in  what  was 
only  a  mock  Court.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  Sovereign  had  no  politics,  and 
therefore  he  contended  that  the  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Sovereign  should  have 
no  politics.  The  principle  had  been 
broken  through  from  the  very  com- 
mencement so  far  as  Ireland  was  con- 
cerned, and  he  hoped  the  words  of  the 
late  Lord  President  would  be  well  con- 
sidered when  he  said — 

*'  Howerer  high-minded  and  well-intentioned 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  might  be,  it  is  imposiible 
for  him  to  be  anything  else  than  a  Party  man." 

Now,  these  few  words  struck  at  the  root 
of  the  evil  of  which  he  complained.  He 
said  that  the  Office,  being  a  political  ap* 
point  men  t — ^however  kind  and  humane 
the  Viceroy  might  be,  and  howerer  well- 
intentioned,  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  an  unruly 
people  with  more  than  passing  success. 
A  new  Lord  Lieutenant's  policy  was  in- 
variably the  reverse  of  his  Predecessor's ; 
and  however  anxious  a  Lord  Lieutenant 
might  be  to  strikeout  a  line  of  his  own, 
and  to  make  a  new  departure,  he  in- 
evitably found  that  his  endeavours  were 
hampore<l  and  rendered  futile  by  the 
officialism  of  Dublin  Castle.  He  be- 
lieved more  influence,  more  power,  and 
more  beneficent  results  would  have  ac- 
crued from  the  successive  Administra- 
tions of  Lord  Lieutenants  since  the  Act 
of  Union  if  their  number  had  been 
fewer  and  their  term  of  Office  longer. 
But,  for  his  own  part,  he  hoped  sincerely 
ho  should  never  see  a  Ijord  Lieutenant 
again.  He  was  not  so  careless,  having 
regard  to  the  wholesale  abolition  which 
he  proposed,  as  to  forget  to  make 
some  suggestions  as  to  what  should  be 
substituted  for  that  which  was  abolished. 
To  discharge  some  portion  of  the  duties 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  he  had  sug- 
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gested  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary 
of  State  for  ireland,  and  he  would 
award  him  such  a  salary  as  would 
enable  him  to  keep  up  the  customary 
grants  of  money,  and  to  continue  the 
customary  patronage  to  the  charitable 
institutions  of  the  country;  and,  in  re- 
lation to  those  other  duties  performed 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenanti  he  should  haye 
a  scheme  to  submit  which  he  knew  would 
not  only  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
loyal  section  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects 
in  Ireland,  but  which  was  the  only  one 
to  soothe  the  savage  breast  of  the 
Separatist  and  bring  the  rebel  back  to 
reason  and  allegiance.  It  might  be 
said  that  the  Dublin  trade  had  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  this  matter  in  the 
pasty  and  that  it  might  have  a  great 
weight  in  dealing  with  the  subject  in 
the  future.  He  did  not  know  exactly 
what  Dublin  trade  consisted  of.  Some 
might  say  it  was  whisky ;  some  might 
say  it  was  poplin ;  but  diose  who  took 
the  trade  view  of  the  case  were  really 
not  those  who  carried  on  an  Irish  trade, 
but  they  were  chiefly  dressmakers  and 
others  who  represented  London  and 
Paris  firms.  If  there  were  a  single 
Irish  trade  or  industry  which  could  be 
promoted,  or  which  could  bo  better 
Kept  alive  by  the  retention  of  the  Office 
of  Lord  Lieutenant,  he  should  be  the 
last  man  in  the  world  to  desire  to  see 
that  Office  done  away  with.  But  there 
was  not  a  single  trade,  so  far  as  he  could 
discover,  which  would  be  affected  one 
way  or  the  other  by  the  retention  or 
abolition  of  the  Lord  Lieutenancy.  Who 
would  be  affected  ?  It  would  not  affect 
the  hotel  keepers;  it  would  not  cause 
less  traffic  on  the  railways ;  the  tailors 
would  make  as  many  pairs  of  trousers, 
the  boot  makers  as  many  pairs  of  boots, 
and  the  carriage  builders  would  make 
as  many  carriages  as  they  did  now.  The 
question  of  the  abolition  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy,  he  was  aware,  could  not 
be  raised  and  passed  over  in  a  few 
words.  There  was,  of  course,  that  large 

Sueetion  of  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
be  presence  of  the  Ix>rd  laeutenant, 
and  nis  advocacy  of  the  daims  of  the 
various  charitable  institutions  and  hos- 

Eitals  in  Ireland  generallv,  and  in  Dub- 
a  in  particular,  and  which  had  done 
sb  much  good  for  the  country.  He  cer- 
tainly would  not  think  of  submitting  a 
scheme  which  would  rob  those  institu- 
tions of  any  of  their  privileges.     It 
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was,  as  he  had  said,  a  scheme  which 
wotdd  attach  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  be  appointed  such  a  salary  as  would 
enable  him  to  meet  the  claims  of  chari- 
table institutions  in  the  future  as  they 
had  been  met  in  the  past.  I  He  projMMed 
to  raise  from  the  ashes  of  an  anomalous 
OfficethePhoBnixof  a  new  and  more  prac- 
tical post,  and  to  establish  it  altogether 
upon  a  more  reasonable  and  responsiblo 
basis.  That  no  injury  should  accrue  to 
Ireland  by  the  loss  of  the  costly  acces- 
sories of  Viceregal  glitter,  he  suggested 
that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  should 
submit  to  Her  Majesty  the  long- 
entertained  and  long-silent  but  now 
loudly-expresecd  complaint  of  her  Irish 
people,  and  urge  upon  her  gracious 
consideration  their  fervent  prayer — 
namely,  that  as  for  many  years  past  in 
England  and  Scotland  where  there  were 
any  public  duties  for  lioyalty  to  per- 
form, and  the  Sovereign  was  not  ablo 
to  be  present,  she  was  officially  repre- 
sented by  a  Boyal  Deputy,  so  should 
the  same  course  be  taken  with  reference 
to  Irish  institutions.  They  desired  that 
in  great  public  ceremonies  the  Queen 
should  be  represented  by  Boyalty,  and 
not  by  a  mock  Court,  which  was  a  base 
imitation  of  the  real  thing.  The  Court 
in  London  had  been  considered  suffi- 
cient for  the  extremes  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales ;  and  he  thought 
that  it  should  be  quite  sufficient  for  the 
extreme  parts  of  Ireland.  Irish  peoplo 
who  were  desirous  of  paying  personal 
respects  to  Her  Majesty  would  gravitate 
to  the  Metropolis  if  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ancy were  abolished,  and  would  help 
to  swell  the  rank  and  file  of  those  who 
constituted  the  retinue  of  the  Court, 
During  the  recent  visit  of  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales  to  Ireland,  it 
was  found  that  the  ceremony  of  being 
presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did  not 
count  as  a  presentation  to  the  Sovereign, 
which  he  considered  the  climax  of  ano- 
malism.  He  hoped  that  in  any  remarks 
he  had  made  he  had  not  said  anything 
which  would  be  painful  to  the  feelings  of 
those  distinguished  Noblemen  who  had 
occupied  the  Viceregal  Chair  in  the  past, 
or  to  any  of  their  relations.  He  did  not 
profess  to  be  original;  but  ho  could 
not  help  making  use  of  epithots  such 
as  "  mock,"  after  studying  this  sub- 
ject in  the  books  and  papers  which 
bo  had  recently  perused.  ^Miilst  on 
this   iubject    ho    could   not    refrain 
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fironiqiiotiog  the  words  of  an  artide 
in  lio  Timoo  in  1858»  which  was 
made  to  taj  that  in  conceding  a  mock 
Court  to  Ireland  Eoglishmen  only  did 
•o  as  they  would  giro  glass  beads  to 
savages.  The  language  of  the  present 
day  was  pretty  strong ;  but  he  tnought 
that  that  far  exceeded  anything  that 
was  now  written.  When  the  lato  Lord 
John  Rttstell  introduced  his  Bill  in  the 
Oommons,  he  held  out  what  in  vulgar 
]i«r)anoe  was  called  a  "sop."  He  sug- 
fcested  that,  to  assist  in  the  passing  of 
the  Bill,  the  Irish  people  should  be  led 
to  nnderstand  that  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  would  pay  them  a  visit  not  only 
once,  but  frequt^ntly .  That,  he  thought, 
was  a  very  unfair  thing  to  have  done. 
Ue  did  not  know  whether  the  bait  took ; 
but,  at  any  rate,  the  Motion  was  passed. 
There  was  not,  however,  the  slightest 
chance  in  188G  of  anything  of  that  sort 
being  placed  before  the  Irish  people, 
because  they  knew  that  it  would  be  un- 
reasonable  to  expect  Her  Majesty  to  so 
severely  strain  her  health  and  time, 
neither  would  they  for  a  moment  ex- 
pect His  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  whose  hands  were  already  full, 
to  undertake  the  duty.  Although  the 
Irish  people  might  rejoice  to  see  His 
Boyal  Highness,  they  would  not  expect 
to  see  in  him  the  accepted  deputy  of 
their  Soverei^;  but  what  people  in 
Ireland  bore  m  mind  was,  that  there 
was  another  of  Her  Majesty's  sons, 
whose  name  and  title  lent  themselves 
not  a  little  to  the  occasion ;  and  it  would 
ffive  the  ffreatest  pleasure  all  over  Ire- 
Und,  and  considerably  re<luce  what  was 
now  called  disloyal  feeling,  if  an  an- 
notmcenent  were  made  semi-offioially 
that  a  Boyal  residence  was  to  be  pur- 
chased for  the  Duke  of  €k»nnaught, 
who  abonid  represent  Her  Majesty. 
Mo  parttoolar  duration  of  time  need 
b«*  named  for  the  existence  of  the 
OAoo;  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
moodf  and  the  people  would  always 
now  that  there  was  living  among 
them  one  of  the  Boyal  Princes  whom 
they  eottldjostlT  call  their  own.  One 
of  the  objects  he  had  before  him  was 
to  imptesa  upon  their  Lordships  that 
the  Act  of  Union  was  not  complete,  and 
that  it  was  not  too  late  to  make  it  com- 
plete l>y  taking  these  steps  in  the  right 
direction,  and,  by  aastmuating  the  Uw 
of  Ireland  to  that  of  England,  to  draw 
the  two  naliaiia  together.     What  he 


to  see  was,  that  Her  Majesty's 

Government  should  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
abolish  the  Office  of  Viceroy,  and  estab- 
lish a  Secretary  of  State,  who  should  be 
an  Irishman,  if  possible ;  if  not,  both 
the  Under  Secretsries  should  be  taken 
from  the  ranks  of  resident  Irishmen. 
Then  a  Bill  should  be  introduced  giving 
suitable  salaries  to  these  officials.  What 
was  even  more  important  was  that 
Dublin  Castle  should  be  thoroughly  re- 
organized, placed  thoroughly  under  the 
complete  control  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  put  into  proper  touch  with  all 
boards  of  official  administration  through- 
out the  country.  At  present  there  was  a 
great  complaint  that  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient connection,  in  feeling  or  other- 
wise, between  bodies  like  the  Irish 
Board  of  Works  and  Dublin  Castle.  In 
the  event  of  the  changes  he  proposed 
being  made,  the  Secretary  ought,  of 
course,  to  have  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet ; 
and  it  was  also  indispensable  that  he 
should  have  a  private  residence  in  Ire- 
land, as  well  as  an  official  one.  It  had 
always  been  a  source  of  complaintthatlre- 
land  had  been  governed  by  Englishmen ; 
and  the  only  thing  that  could  be  said  in 
its  favour  was  that  it  was  like  the  doctor 
who  said  that  he  could  always  prescribe 
bettor  for  his  patients  when  ne  never 
saw  them.  With  regard  to  the  changes 
he  had  proposed,  he  was  reminded  of 
the  saying  that  if  you  could  not  get 
what  you  wanted  yon  must  put  up  with 
what  you  could  got;  he  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  noble  Marquess,  if  he  in- 
tended to  reply,  would,  at  all  events,  see 
his  way  to  carry  out  some  of  the  changes 
proposed.  It  was  impossible,  without 
poHsessing  the  power  of  prophecy,  to 
conjecture,  with  the  slightest  degree  of 
certainty,  what  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Prime  Minister  would  say,  even  if  he 
condescended  to  notice  the  speech.  Pro- 
bably the  noble  Marquess  would  ad- 
minister to  him  a  rebuke  for  having 
dared  to  occupy  so  much  of  their  Lord- 
ships' valuablo  time,  and  for  having 
struggled  to  his  feet  into  paths  where 
statesmen  feared  to  tread.  If  the  noble 
Marquess,  however,  did  administer  a 
rebuxe,  he  hoped  it  would  be  a  kind  one, 
and  that  he  (the  Earl  of  Kilmorey)  should 
have  sufficient  spirit  loft  to  accept  the 
rebuke  with  fitting  humility,  especially 
when  he  remembered  that  it  came  from 
such  a  di»tinguished  statesman  as  the 
Prime  Minister.    But  perhaps  the  noble 
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Marquess  might  say  that,  although  it 
possessed  some  defects,  there  were  some 
points  in  his  scheme  worth  considera- 
tion, and  that  he  might  promise  to  take 
some  action  in  the  matter.  If  he  did 
not  succeed  in  impressing  upon  their 
Lordships'  House  the  adrisableness  of 
abolishing  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  in 
faTOur  of  a  Secretaryship  of  State,  at 
any  rate  he  would  have  the  consola- 
tion of  knowing  that  ho  had  given  their 
Lordships  a  great  subject  for  their  care- 
ful and  dispassionate  consideration. 

Mot4d,  **  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Houio 
the  time  has  now  come  when  the  poet  of  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  may  be  alK>liahed  with 
adTantage."— (TA#  Smrl  0/ Kiimorey,) 

Earl  COWPER  thought  that  a  great 
deal  was  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  Mo- 
tion  which  had  been  brought  before 
them.  After  the  exhaustive  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  treated  he  did  not 
intend  to  make  a  long  speech  ;  but  as  he 
had  had  the  honour  of  holding  the  Office 
of  Lord  Lieutenant  he  thought  that  he 
might  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words. 
He  did  not  place  the  same  stress  as  the 
noble  Earl  bad  laid  upon  the  functions 
of  Viceregal  hospitality,  or  upon  the 
effect  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 's  Court 
upon  the  trade  of  Dublin.  The  func- 
tions of  hospitality  and  the  Court  held 
at  the  Castle  were,  some  time  ago,  mat- 
ters of  considerable  importance  ;  but 
now,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  oommuni- 
oation  between  Dublin  and  London, 
they  were  of  very  little  importance. 
While  he  filled  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant he  must  say  that  he  did  so  with 
Tery  mixed  feelings.  The  hospitable 
part  of  the  duties  he  looked  back  to 
with  great  pleasure.  There  was  some- 
thing so  efsentially  kindly,  hospitable, 
and  generous  in  the  Lrish  nature,  which 
made  him  look  back  with  pleasure  on 
that  part  of  his  experience,  and  made 
his  duties  very  easy.  The  people  were 
so  senerous  and  hospitable  themselves, 
and  so  willing  to  respond  cordially  to 
any  civility  which  one  might  attempt  to 
■how,  that  entertainments  were  very 
pleasurable  things.  At  the  same  time, 
he  oould  not  deny  that  the  people  who 
attended  drawing-rooms,  balls,  and  other 
Castle  entertainments  were,  as  a  rule, 
either  those  who  were  what  might  be 
ealled  **  the  English  garriion  "  —  the 
people  quartered  there^a  large  number 
of  oAeiala  and  others  who  came  beeause 
they  thaaght  that  as  long  as  a  Court 
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was  held  in  Dublin,  it  was  their  duty  to 
show  respect  to  the  Representative  of 
the  Queen  by  attending.  Of  this  last 
he  had  an  example  at  the  time  he  was 
in  Ireland.  At  the  beginning  of  his 
first  Castle  season  the  Government  of 
the  day  was  not  at  the  time  very  popu- 
lar with  the  upper  classes  in  Ireland, 
and  there  was  a  feeling  prevalent  that 
there  would  bo  a  general  resolution  not 
to  attend  his  levees.  But^when  the 
levee  was  held  several  gentlemen  dif- 
fering from  him  in  politics  made  a  point 
of  coming  to  attend.  Amongst  these 
latter  he  might  mention  the  present 
Lord  Chancellor  —  whom  he  did  not 
know  personally  at  the  time— he  came 
over  specially  to  Ireland,  and  remained 
only  a  few  hours  in  Dublin  in  order  to 
attend.  There  was  however,  nobody 
who  wished  to  attend  a  drawing-room 
or  a  levee  who  could  not  do  so  by 
coming  over  to  London.  80  much  for 
this  part  of  the  matter.  Of  course, 
there  was  also  the  question  of  the  trado 
of  Dublin.  In  these  days,  when  trade 
was  everywhere  very  stagnant,  one  must 
be  sorry  that  anything  in  Dublin  or  else- 
where should  have  the  effect  of  taking 
money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  trades- 
men. He  and  others,  no  doubt,  would 
be  very  sorry  for  their  sakee  that  any 
such  thing  should  take  place.  But  he 
thought  that  so  far  as  the  encouraging 
trade  was  concerned  there  was  really 
not  any  serious  importance  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  question.  There  was 
absolutely  nothing  in  the  duty  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  which  coold  not  be 
performed  by  a  Secretary  of  State,,  who 
would  have  power  as  Lord  Spencer  had 
power.  He  could  not  see  why  Lord 
Spencer  should  not  have  been  called 
Secretary  of  State  for  Ireland.  Mr. 
Smith  had  now  gone  over  to  Ireland, 
and  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet ; 
and  anyone  appointed  to  the  Office  of 
Lord  laeutenant  with  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary in  the  Cabinet  would  find  himself 
in  a  very  unenviable  position.  It  wss 
always  disagreeable  to  have  nominal 
responsibility,  and  to  be  the  nomi  nal  head, 
when  the  man  who  was  supposed  to  be 
your  subordinate  had  the  real  power, 
lie  thought  Her  MnjtMy's  Government 
would  have  some  tiitRcuhy  in  finding 
anyone  to  fill  tho  iiffico  und^r  the  cir- 
cumstances. In  times  of  disturbance 
men  were  ready  to  serve  the  Queen  and 
ooontvy;   but,    however   anxious  they 
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might  be,  he  thought  it  would  be 
ftftking  too  much  of  them  to  expect 
thorn  to  occupy  that  position.  If  thoro 
WM  %  Secretary  of  State  appointed  in 
substitution  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  bo 
would  have  an  OiHco  in  London  and  in 
Dublin.  He  would  go  backwards  and 
forwards.  In  quiet  times — if,  ind('od, 
they  wero  ever  to  have  quiet  times  again 
^-certain  advantages  would  be  occa- 
Moned  by  having  a  great  deal  of  the 
bttsinoss  concentrated  in  London.  He 
thought — judging  from  his  former  ex* 
p«*rienG6S  in  Ireland — that  thoro  was  a 
great  deal  too  much  of  a  disposition  to 
refer  ereiything  to  the  Central  Authority 
of  Dublin.  Not  only  what  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  business  was  submitted 
to  the  Castlo,  but  everybodv  who  had 
anything  to  do  with  Ireland  would  ac* 
knowleogo  that  thero  was  a  tendency  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  or  of  a  class  of 
them,  in  that  country  to  trust  too  little 
to  themselves,  and  too  little  to  local 
action,  and  to  come  up  to  the  Ca«t1e  at 
©very  little  difficulty — in  former  times 
ho  would  have  said  for  every  little  job, 
though  ho  hoped  it  did  not  exist  now. 
Kvorything  that  might  be  wanted  caused 
thAso  people  to  come  up  to  the  Ca^^tle, 
and  have  it  done.  If  they  could  trans- 
fer the  business  to  London  in  the  ho  days 
of  telegraph,  railways,  and  steamers, 
this  condition  of  things  could  be  broken 
down  and  done  away  with.  The  Chief 
Secretary  or  Secretary  of  State  could  go 
backwaras  and  forwards,  and  everything 
could  still  be  done  in  Ireland  which 
could  not  be  done  in  this  country.  Ho 
knew,  of  course,  that  the  question  of 
aboliiJiing  an  Office  that  had  existed 
for  600  years  was  most  important  and 
difficult.  It  was  impossible  not,  to  con- 
Mder  it  in  connection  with  the  existing: 
state  of  things,  or  how  it  should  be 
regarded  in  it>nnecti()n  with  the  ques- 
tion of  Home  Bulo,  which,  after  all, 
was  the  gr(*at  question  of  the  day,  and 
one  whidi  was  concerning  and  occu- 
pying the  minds  of  all  ni<  n,  and  on 
whiih  evexyltody's  thoughts  were  fixed 
more  than  on  anything  t;\^e.  Now, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Irish  ^(em- 
biTs — the  great  bulk  (>f  them — weru  n')t 
di^pos«<d  to  have  a  very  clone  union  with 
England,  and  th^y  had  taken  up  thi« 
Questioo  of  alMili»Ling  the  01U«  <*  of 
Lard  Lieutenant.  IIo  could  not  hel[> 
thinking  that  those  Members  did  so  at 
a  time  when  they  thought  that  Homo 
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Rule  was  altogether  out  of  the  sphere 
of  practical  politics.  If,  however,  they 
really  thought  there  was  a  chanon  of 
getting  Homo  Rule,  they  would  feel 
that  there  would  be,  as  in  Canada,  a 
Governor  or  Lord  Lieutenant  absolutely 
necessary.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
considered  Homo  Rule  impossible,  and 
that  they  could  never  grant  a  separate 
Parliament  to  Ireland.  It  could  not  be 
too  soon  thoroughly  known  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  any  Party  to  do 
this;  and  feeling  that,  and  as  a  great 
deal  of  the  business  connected  with  the 
Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  could  be  done 
in  London,  the  announcement  that  the 
Qovemment  intended  to  do  away  with 
the  Office  would  be  as  good  as  a  delibe- 
rate statement  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  do  anything  to  sever  the  Union.  He 
considered  the  present  a  very  opportune 
moment  to  declare  that  this  last  vestige 
of  what  was  once  a  separate  Constitution 
should  be  done  away  with. 

The  Eakl  of  HOWTH  said,  that  not- 
withstanding the  many  objections  to 
the  proposal  he  could  not  refrain  from 
supporting  it.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  that  the  importance  of  trade  in 
eonnection  with  the  Viceregal  Office  had 
been  somewhat  overlooked;  and  he 
trusted  that  if  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  was 
abolished  a  Representative  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty would  still  hold  a  Court  in  Dublin. 
Two  Viceroys  had  lately  ruled  in  Ire- 
land— one  with  uniform  firmness,  and 
the  other  with  uniform  kindness,  and  it 
remained  for  history  to  record  which 
was  most  successful.  He  agreiMl  that  in 
reference  to  the  expenditure,  immo- 
diatfly  the  result  of  the  Viceroyalty,  the 
que  stion  was  a  very  small  one ;  but  it 
was  one  which  could  not  be  entirely 
overlooked.  His  principal  objection  to 
tlio  Vienroyalty  was  based  on  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  political  office.  If  they 
looked  to  India,  Canada,  and  the  Colo- 
ni««,  the  Viceroy  or  Governor  General 
eoutinued  to  held  the  Office  in  spite  of 
any  change  of  Ministers.  In  Ireland  if 
the  OilicM  was  ctintinued  it  should  be  tho 
same.  The  ( >ffico  of  Viceroy  was  now 
in  alH*yance ;  and  what  they  desired  to 
know  was,  how  long  it  would  remain  so 
before  som«  thing  wiis  done  in  connec- 
tion with  that  part  of  tho  Administration 
in  Ireland  ?  Thoro  was  a  sum  of  al)out 
£20,000  a-yiar  which  was  granted  for 
tho  upholding  of  the  Office  of  Lord 
Lieutenant ;  and  ho  strongly  maintained 
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that  although  that  Office  was  in  abey- 
ance the  Bum  ought  to  be  available  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses 
of  what  might  be  termed  a  Boyal  resi- 
dence in  Ireland.  He  sinceroly  trusted 
that  if  another  Lord  Lieutenant  was  not 
to  be  appointed  there  would  be  every 
one  or  two  years  a  visit  paid  to  Ireland 
by  an  illustrious  Prince  representing 
Her  Majesty ;  and  he  believed  that  those 
periodical  visits  would  bo  an  edectivo 
substitute  for  what  he  hoped  was  the 
defunct  Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Eabl  FORTESCI'E  said,  that  two 
and  a-half  years  experience  in  holding 
the  Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
had  convinced  his  father  that  the  main- 
tenance of  that  'Office  was  not  only  un- 
necessary but  undesirable.  Not  only 
that,  but  what  he  (Earl  Fortescue)  him- 
self  saw  there  during  the  same  time, 
acting  as  he  was  as  his  father^s  private 
Secretary,  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Office  ought  to  be  abolished.  He 
should  support  the  Motion,  believing 
the  time  to  be  very  appropriate  for 
carrying  out  the  object  at  which  it 
aimed.  In  securing  that  object  they 
would  efface,  as  far  as  possible,  all  re- 
miniscences, and  discourage  also  all 
hopes,  of  the  revival  of  a  separate  Par- 
liament and  a  separate  Administration 
in  Ireland. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  that  it 
woiild  be  difficult  for  any  Oovemment 
in  future  to  appoint  a  new  Lord  Lieute- 
nant if  the  House  passed  a  Resolution 
against  the  continuance  of  the  Office. 
He  considered  it  inexpedient  in  the  face 
of  the  Resolution  that  they  should  bind 
themselves  in  this  matter  before  they 
had  a  definite  proposition  before  them. 
It  was  quite  true  the  noble  Earl  who 
had  introduced  the  Motion  had  made 
suggestions ;  but  they  must  fall  to  the 
ground,  as  they  were  not  the  suggestions 
of  the  Oovemment.  Indeed,  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  Government  had  any 
plan  upon  the  subject ;  but  he  knew  this 
— that  the  Motion  came  by  surprise  to 
the  whole  of  Ireland,  which  country  as 
yet  had  had  no  opportunity  to  express 
any  opinion  whatever  upon  the  matter. 
If  they  were  to  affirm  the  Resolution  he 
•aw  no  way  out  of  it.  There  were  great 
difficultlvs  in  connection  with  tliis  sub- 
J4»ct.  It  was  not  merely  the  abolition  of 
an  anciont  Office  that  should  be  consi- 
dered. There  was  another  question —  . 
namely,  the  substitution  of  something  | 

The  Earl  0/ E^th 


elae  in  its  place  ;  and  they  were  now 
asked  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  abolition 
of  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  before 
they  knew  what  was  to  be  given  in 
return  for  it.  If  the  Office  was  to  be 
abolished  no  sentimental  views  should 
bo  allowed  to  prevent  its  abolition. 
There  was  no  law  or  statute  requiring 
the  appointment  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant. 
The  government  of  Ireland  might  be 
carried  on  without  one ;  but  it  would  be 
exceedingly  awkward  to  have  the  Office 
abolished  before  they  knew  what  scheme 
the  Government  had  in  store  in  substi- 
tution, and  before  they  had  had  an  op- 
portunity of  considering  and  discussing 
it.  When  Lord  John  Russell  brought 
forward  this  question,  it  was  by  Bill,  and 
not  by  Resolution.  The  difficulties  of 
the  subject  were  so  great  that  the  Bill 
was  abandoned,  although  it  was  carried 
through  the  Commons  by  a  large  majo- 
rity. It  should  not  bo  forgotten  that  if 
they  abolished  the  Viceregal  Office  an- 
other important  Office  would  fall  with  it. 
He  referred  to  the  Office  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  Ireland.  What  Dublin 
precisely  wanted  was  to  be  let  alone, 
lie  believed  if  she  had  no  legislation  for 
many  years  to  come  they  would  find  that 
there  would  not  be  a  more  prosperous  or 
happy  city  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Ho 
felt  it  was  very  undesirable,  and  very 
unadvisable,  before  the  country  was  in 
any  sense  in  a  contented  state,  to  enter- 
tain such  a  proposal.  He  believed,  more- 
over, that  the  country  ought  to  have 
time  to  consider  the  proposal  before 
their  Lordships  committed  themselves 
to  an  abstract  Resolution  which  really 
there  had  been  as  yet  no  opportunity  to 

consider.       

Lord  WAVENEY  said,  he  thought 
it  should  be  laid  down  as  a  distinct  prin- 
ciple that  there  was  no  need  for  this 
change ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  the 
opinion  of  the  countrv  was  not  favour- 
able to  the  abolition  of  the  post  of  Lord 
Lieutenant.  He  was  aware  that,  on  his 
side  of  the  House,  at  all  events,  it  was 
a  tradition  of  their  policy  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy  should  be  abolished.  A 
{substitution,  however,  was  so  difficult 
— touching  so  many  tender  and  subtle 
webs — that  there  must  be  a  remedy  of 
some  other  kind.  He  believed  the  re- 
medv  for  the  proH<>nt  state  of  things 
would  be  found  m  making  theOffice  more 
or  loss  of  a  permanent  cliaracter.  The 
first  thing  to  do,  in  his  opinion,  was  to  lift 
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the  Lord  Lieotonanqj  abore  the  level  of 
Party  politics,  and  so  change  the  posi- 
tloo  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  he 
•hoald  become,  in  a  certain  sense,  a  Con* 
«titational  Sorereigo,  and  not  merely 
represent,  as  he  now  did,  the  Imporiol 
Parliament  of  this  country.  Thus,  for 
instance,  he  would  appoint  him  to  the 
post  for  a  term  of  fire  years ;  and,  as  the 
Kepresentatire  of  no  school  of  politics, 
he  would  be  able  to  vindicate  that  law 
which  the  Irish  only  required  to  know 
was  being  steadily  and  persistently  en- 
forced to  obey. 

Thk  Marqcbss  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  my  noble  Friend  at  the  Table 
made  an  able  and  interesting  speech,  a 
•peeeh  which  I  am  sure  will  do  much  to 
stimolate  opinion  and  discussion  upon 
the  important  question  to  which  it  re- 
lates. If  we  were  merely  dealing  with 
a  speculatiTe  8ub|ect  from  an  historical 
IMint  of  view,  I  confess  my  sympathy 
and  my  assent  would  be  completely  at 
the  service  of  my  noble  Friend.  But  my 
impresaian  is  that  there  is  no  maxim  of 
politics  which  has  been  more  generally 
accepted  by  statesmen  during  the  last 
30  Tt^ars  than  that  the  Lord  Lieutenancy 
of  Ireland  was  superfluous ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  has  been  no  conclusion 
more  osoally  arrived  at  than  that  it  was 
nwsssary  to  post|>one  the  practical  am- 
sideration  of  the  subject.  When  that 
course  has  been  followed  out  by  men  of 
different  minds  and  of  different  opinions 
in  varions  circumstances,  it  ajtpears  to 
me  that  there  must  have  been  some  very 
good  reason  for  doing  so.  Nobody  can 
doobt  bnt  that  the  liord  Lioutenancy  is, 
what  is  called  in  these  day^,  only  '*  a 
•arrival."  It  arose  in  very  different 
times  and  droamttances.  It  represented 
the  difficulty  of  reaching  Dublin  from 
London  at  a  time  when  adverse  weather 
might  make  the  difficulty  of  communi- 
oataoo  between  the  two  countries  an 
alEsir  of  weeks.  At  that  time  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  there  should  be  a  Hepro^ien* 
tative  of  the  Sovereign  in  Ireland.  But 
that  necessity  has  entirely  pa8M*<l  away. 
My  noble  Friend  went  at  some  length 
into  the  scientific  fariliti«*s  which  exists 
for  governing  Ireland  from  Ix>ndon.  My 
imoresftion  is  that  he  exaggerated  them 
a  uttle.  Bnt  the  thing  which  he  pro- 
poses coald  no  doubt  be  done  if  we  had 
no  past  history,  no  pr«»9ent  feeling,  no 
danger  of  misconstruction,  and  no  dis- 
torMBce  of  the  normal  condition   of 


things  to  take  into  account.  I  will  go 
further.  I  think  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenancy is  not  only  anomalous,  but  in 
some  rospect  it  is  inconvenient.  The 
noble  Earl,  who  has  b<>on  a  former  Lord 
Lieutenant,  dwelt  on  this  inconvenience 
in  strong  language.  He  spoke  of  the 
future  ;  out  I  understood  him  to  be 
referring  to  the  past.  He  said  it  was 
very  inconvenient  for  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  bo  in  the  Cabinet  and  have 
all  the  power,  and  for  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  be  without  powi^r  altogether. 
And  he  went  on  to  say,  in  efTcct,  that  the 
position  was  so  degrading  that  he  did 
not  understand  how  anyone  could  accept 
it. 

Eabl  COWFEB  :  I  did  not  use  the 
word  '*  degrading." 

The  MABQrK8s  of  SALISBURY : 
Perhaps  not.  That  was  my  impression. 
I  hopo  he  will  forgive  me  for  saying  that 
tho  observation  has  not  made  it  more 
easy  for  the  Qovernment  to  provide  an- 
other Iiord  Lieutenant;  and  ii  there  is  any 
delay  in  appointing  that  useful  officer, 
I  hope  the  person  who  is  impeached 
will  be  the  noble  Earl  opposite.  Un* 
doubtedly  there  is  a  certain  anomaly 
and  inconvenience  in  tho  fact  of  the 
otficor  who  is  nominally  subordinate  to 
tho  Lord  Licnitonant  sitting  in  the  Cabi* 
w:t  and  settling  tho  policy  which  the 
Lord  lieutenant  is  to  pursue,  and  the 
orders  he  is  to  obey;  and  it  is  pos- 
diblo  that  a  littlo  friction  may  some- 
times nriso  in  these  circumstances.  And 
more  than  that,  where  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant is  taken  into  council,  and  where  he 
has  a  share  in  fixing  the  policy  which  his 
Ctiief  Secretary  really  directs,  you  al- 
ways have  the  inconvenience  of  a  double 
Government,  and  an  occasional  weak* 
noss  in  the  direction  of  affairs  in  conse- 
quence. Therefore,  I  quite  agree  with 
my  noble  Friend  that  if  we  had  to  begin 
again  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  have 
a  liord  Lieutenant.  But  I  am  afraid  I 
mubt  follow  the  long  course  of  precedents 
before  me  by  saying  that  I  do  not  think 
this  an  opportune  moment  for  entertain* 
ing  this  question.  After  all,  except  for 
itfl  inconvenience,  the  Lord  Lieutenancy 
<i<>es  not  do  very  much  harm.  And 
whom  should  we  pleaso  by  abolish* 
ing  it  ?  Is  it  the  Ijojalints  who  are 
i  very  lar(;ely  interestt»d  in  the  trade  of 
'  Dubliu?  1  very  much  doubt  whether 
that  excoilcnt  and  patriotic  body  are 
very  anxious  for  its  abolition.     Should 
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we  please  the  NationaliBta  ?  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly glad  to  hear  the  outspoken 
language  of  my  noble  Friend  (Earl 
Gowper),  a  former  Viceroy,  as  to  the 
possibilities  of  Ilome  Bule.  I  listened 
to  that  language  with  the  most  hearty 
sympathy,  and  I  desire  to  re-echo  it; 
but  when  he  went  beyond  that  and  said 
that  the  best  way  to  teach  the  Nation- 
alists that  you  would  not  give  them 
Ilome  Eule  was  to  give  them  a 
more  centralized  Government,  that  was 
going  to  the  other  extreme.  I  would 
rather  put  it  in  this  way — that  un- 
doubtedly the  substitution  of  a  Chief 
8cH:retary,  with  his  offices  in  London, 
for  a  Lord  Lieutenant  would  be  to  in- 
oroasc\  and  not  to  diminish,  centraliza- 
tion, and,  therefore,  would  displease  the 
Party  known  as  Nationalist,  as  well  as 
the  Party  known  as  Loyalist.  I  do  not 
know  that  to  increase  the  subjects  on 
account  of  which  Ireland  is  displeased 
with  England  would  be  precisely  the 
wisest  course  to  pursue  at  the  present 
time.  There  is  another  point  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made.  I  think  it  was 
my  noble  Friend  at  the  Table  who  said 
that  he  looked  forward  to  the  time  when 
everyone  who  desired  to  be  presented 
would  come  to  London  for  the  purpose. 
Well,  but  that  means  a  very  consider- 
able displacement  of  the  class  of  persons 
who  under  ordinary  circumstances,  at 
least,  add  to  the  trade  of  the  country  and 
ki»ep  money  in  it,  by  giving  employment 
to  industry  and  pros|)erity  to  trade.  Is 
the  present  condition  of  Ireland,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  trade,  one  which 
should  be  selected  for  the  performance 
of  an  o]>eration  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  caosea  of  pros- 
perity and  trade  ?  On  the  contrary,  the 
great  evil  resulting  from  past  circum- 
stances in  the  case  of  Ireland  is  that 
money  is  leaving  the  country  too  fast, 
and  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  it 
thc*re ;  and  gratuitously  to  add  to  thee<* 
eauses  of  impoverishment  sooms  to  me 
to  be  vnry  injudicious  in  the  present 
state  of  things.  I  do  not  think  on  either 
sid«>,  on  the  »ide  of  the  abolition  or  on 
the  side  of  the  retention  of  the  OfTire, 
that  the  arguments  are  of  that  over- 
whelming importance  that  I  should  ap<» 
Iirehend  any  frreat  disaster  either  way. 
iut  weighing  the  arguments  against 
each  othtT,  not  with  ri*«i]>ect  to  their 
importance,  hot  with  r<*s]»6ct  to  the  time 
at  which  the  Motion  is  madei  I  am  com- 


polled  to  agree  with  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite  that  the  time  is 
not  opportune ;  and  that  Her  Majesty's 
(jh}vemment  oould  not,  I  think,  without 
a  derogation  from  their  duty,  give  any 
countenance  to  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Earl. 

Tub  Eaal  of  KIMBEBLEY  said, 
he  also  agreed  very  much  with  what  had 
fallen  from  bis  noble  and  learned  Friend 
behind  him  (Lord  FitzGerald;.  This 
was  by  no  means  an  easy  question  to 
settle.  It  could  not  properly  be  dis- 
cussed as  an  abstract  Motion,  but  only 
when  there  was  a  distinct  and  well- 
conceived  plan  laid  before  the  House. 
There  were  a  great  many  questions  tbut 
had  to  be  dealt  with  in  considering  the 
abolition  of  the  Offico  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  they  were  of  such  a  cha- 
racter that  they  could  only  be  dealt  with 
by  the  responsible  Government.  The 
noble  Earl  at  the  Table  suggested  that 
the  proposed  Secretary  of  State  should 
permanently  reside  in  Dublin ;  but,  of 
course,  he  would  have  to  be  in  London 
for  a  great  portion  of  every  year.  In 
that  they  had  before  them  the  real  diffi- 
culty in  the  matter,  as,  undoubtedly,  the 
Chief  Secretary,  if  in  the  Cabinet,  was 
practically  the  superior  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  Until  all  the  questions 
that  were  involved  in  this  matter  were 
fuUy  before  the  House  —  and  before 
the  House  on  the  advice  of  the  Go- 
vernment of.  the  day — ^ho  maintained 
it  would  be  exceedingly  imprudent  and 
hasty  for  the  House  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Office  of  Lord  lieuten- 
ant should  be  abolished.  It  had  been 
said  that  there  was  no  Statute  com- 
pelling them  to  appoint  a  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  ;  but  there  certainly  were 
Statutes  providing  that  certain  things 
should  be  done  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant ; 
and,  for  this  reason,  legislation  was  ab- 
aolutelv  necessary.  He  agreed  with  a 
great  deal  that  the  noble  Marquees  (the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  had  said ;  but 
he  could  not  detach  the  present  pro- 
posal from  the  whole  question  of  policy 
with  regard  to  Irish  aSairs.  The  time 
might  come  when  it  might  be  expe- 
di<'nt  to  abolish  the  Office;  and  as  a 
pf*rsonal  opinion,  looking  at  it  from  a 
general  point  of  view,  he  should  be  in- 
clined himself,  providing  that  the  admi- 
nistration could  be  satisfactorily  ar- 
ranged for,  to  take  the  view  that  there 
would  bo  an  advantage  in  aboUshing 
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the  Lord  LtentonancT.  There  waa  always  '  to  pnt  the  matter  plainly  in  a  few  sen- 
a  weakneas  in  havinfif  a  dual  office,  eyen   tencea ;  and  he  assured  the  QoTernment 


although  there  might  bo  an  ozcoUent 
understanding  between  the  two  officers. 
Al  the  same  time,  ho  thought — and  he 


that  people  were  waiting  with  great 
anxiety  for  their  answer,  and  for  tho 
policy  which  it  was  intended  to  intro* 


had  thought  so  during  tho  period  when  '  duce.  People  in  England  had  no  con- 
he  had  filled  the  position  of  Lord  Lieu- :  ception  of  the  excitable  and  exasperated 
tenant — that  there  was  very  consider- '  state  of  the  people  of  Lreland.  The 
able  disadvantage  in  not  having  Irish  !  public  mind  there  was  in  a  condition  he 
ttdairs  directly  represented  in  tho  Oabi-  never  know  before.  Day  by  day  tho 
n<*t;  for  without  that  representation  Irish  tide  was  rising,  which  he  feared  would 
atfairs,  which,  he  was  sure,  were  as  im-  I  saturate  the  country  with  even  greater 
l^jrtant  as  any  others,  were  apt  not  to  •  dangers  than  those  which  even  now  ex- 
g«  t  that  consideration  and  full  attention  isted.  Ho  said  in  no  exaggerated  terms 
which  they  de<»erved.  Ho  concurred  with  I  that  even  in  tho  peaceable  districts  he 
the  noble  Marquees  that  the  House  knew,  where  they  were  desirous  of  carry* 
«hou)dsus[>end  its  judgment  in  regard  to  ing  on  quietly  their  home  industries, 
ihiiUesolution;  although,  if  brought  for- 1  a  sensible  alteration  had  taken  place  of 
ward  in  a  practical  form,  tho  ques-  ■  late.  The  people  were  determined  to 
tion  of  tho  aooliiiun  of  the  Viceroyalty  have  a  reply  which  woidd  satisfy  them 
might  bo  one  deserving  considerable  at-  that  peace  and  security  would  be  theirs. 
t**titi«m.  He  hoped  the  mission  of  Mr.  W.  II. 

The  Earl  of  KILMOREY  said,  I  Smith  would  be  productive  of  good  re- 
that  having  elicited  tho  expression  of  suits;  but  he  feared  otherwise.  Mr. 
opinion  which  would  bo  useful  in  the  Smith  had  been  brought  up  in  tho 
c*»untry,  and  which  he  thought  was  not    English  school  of  politicians,  and  ho 


altogether  hostile  to  the  principle  of  his 
llcBolution,  he  would  ask  leave  to  with- 
<lrmw  the  Motion. 

Motion  ^by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 
drmeu. 

^iOVBRXMEKT  OF  IRELAKD  — MINIS- 


doubted  if  ho  would  be  able  to  obtain 
all  the  information  necessary  to  form  a 
sound  judgment.  Parliament  had  al- 
readv  neglected  too  much,  and  thought 
too  little  of  their  rcHponsibilities  with 
regartl  to  Ireland.  They  forgot  how 
greot  a  dilTercuce  there  was  not  only  in 
the  character,  but  in  the  free  way  in 
TERIAL  roUCY.-.Ul->s()LUTlOX.  ^^^^^  ^^^ters  were  looked  at,  and  in 

LoiiD  WAVENEY,  in  moving —         ■  fact  had  not  the  same  political  effect  in 

-Thtt  thr  Minittorid  plan  for  icovernm.nt    both  countries.     For  instance,  the  ek»c- 

*  (  IrrUod  be  mtrj<luc(*<d  forthwith,  and  tnko    tion  to  all  oflicesof  trust  were  dependent 

inct^lrtieoof  aUpublic  bu«iic«up  towiwrt,"  I  on  public  taxes  in  England,    lie  re- 

«%id,  ho  must  complain  of  the  prolong<^  •  membered  some  years  ago  how  a  veiy 
»iienco  of  tho  (rovemment,  and  declared  I  powerfully  constituted  Committeo  of  tho 
that  the  debate  on  Thursday  evening    Ilouse  of  Commons,  sitting  on  the  ques- 


had  aatis6ed  no  one.  This  he  knew 
from  private  communications  ho  had 
received  from  Ireland.  He  had  no 
desire  whatever  to  interfere  with  the 
discretion  of  tho  Government,  nor  did 


tion  of  Elective  Boards  for  Counties  and 
its  success,  had  so  little  evidence  that 
no  further  proceedings  were  to  be  taken. 
There  must  be  a  combination  which 
would  mutually  aim  at  tho  adjustment 


K"*  deaire  to  promote  a  diM'us.sion  upon  ,  of  tho  boily  politic ;  and  he  held  that  an 
this  point  by  any  remarks  which  ho  experiment  to  be  a  success  must  bo  car* 
luight  make;  but  they  had  now,  as  it  ried  thnnigh  all  tho  adverso  cirtum* 
«(re,  oome  into  a  new  world,  and  they  -  stances  whi<h  might  arise.  Theponition 
had  a  very  altered  utato  of  affairs  to  faci^  which  the  Iri»h  Members  of  the  House 
It  might  be  aaked  why  he  had  brouglit  of  (\>mmons  hop4*d  to  attain  was  in- 
the  matter  before  their  Lordships  ?  It  conMstent  with  the  maintenance  of  Im» 
«as  first,  b€<cause  he  d>»^ired  that  in  all  perial  power ;  and  he  therefore  cordially 
Constitutional  matters  the  House  should  approved  the  firm  words  which  were 
reserve,  exercise,  and  vindicate  its  rightn  read  from  the  Thront^  when  Parliament 
ia  theae  Constitutional  matters;  and,  in  was  opened  by  Her  Majt^sty.  But  those 
the  aeeond  place,  beeauae  he  thought  the  .  words  were  not  enough  by  themselves. 
maU«r  ooiud  be  dealt  with  to  a  calmer  .  In  the  fevered  and  disturbed  state  of 
toM  thai   **  elaawhace.''    He  wiahed  i  publio  opinion  in  Ireland  at  the  proaent 
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we  please  the  Nationalists  ?  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly glad  to  hear  the  outspoken 
language  of  my  noble  Friend  (Earl 
Cowper),  a  former  Yioeroy,  as  to  the 
possibilities  of  Home  Bule.  I  listened 
to  that  language  with  the  most  hearty 
sympathy,  and  I  desire  to  re-echo  it; 
but  when  he  went  beyond  that  and  said 
that  the  best  way  to  teach  the  Nation- 
alists that  you  would  not  give  them 
Home  Eule  was  to  give  them  a 
more  centralized  Government,  that  was 
going  to  the  other  extreme.  I  would 
rather  put  it  in  this  way — that  un- 
doubtedly the  substitution  of  a  Chief 
Secretary,  with  his  offices  in  London, 
for  a  Lord  Lieutenant  would  be  to  in- 
creaso,  and  not  to  diminish,  centraliza- 
tion, and,  therefore,  would  displease  the 
Party  known  as  Nationalist,  as  well  as 
the  Party  known  as  Loyalist.  I  do  not 
know  that  to  increase  the  subjects  on 
account  of  which  Ireland  is  displeased 
with  England  would  be  precisely  the 
wisest  course  to  pursue  at  the  present 
time.  There  is  another  point  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made.  I  think  it  was 
my  noble  Friend  at  the  Table  who  said 
that  he  looked  forward  to  the  time  when 
everyone  who  desired  to  be  presented 
would  come  to  London  for  the  purpose. 
Well,  but  that  means  a  very  consider- 
able displacement  of  the  class  of  persons 
who  under  ordinary  circumstances,  at 
least,  add  to  the  trade  of  the  country  and 
keep  money  in  it,  by  giving  employment 
to  industry  and  prosperity  to  trade.  Is 
the  present  condition  of  Ireland,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  trade,  one  which 
should  be  selected  for  the  performance 
of  an  operation  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  cansea  of  pros- 
perity and  trade  ?  On  the  contrary,  the 
great  evil  resulting  from  past  circnm- 
stances  in  the  case  of  Ireland  is  that 
money  is  leaving  the  country  too  fast, 
and  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  it 
there ;  and  gratuitously  to  add  to  these 
causes  of  impoverishment  seems  to  me 
to  be  very  injudicious  in  the  present 
state  of  things.  I  do  not  think  on  either 
side,  on  the  side  of  the  abolition  or  on 
the  side  of  the  retention  of  the  Office, 
that  the  arguments  are  of  that  over- 
whelming importance  that  I  should  ap« 
prehend  any  great  disaster  either  way. 
liut  weighing  the  arguments  against 
each  other,  not  with  res^iect  to  their 
importance,  but  with  respect  to  the  time 
at  which  the  Motion  is  made,  I  am  com- 
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polled  to  agree  with  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite  that  the  time  is 
not  opportime ;  and  that  Her  Majesty'a 
Government  could  not,  I  think,  without 
a  derogation  from  their  duty,  give  any 
countenance  to  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Earl. 

TnB  Eabl  of  KIMBEELEY  said, 
he  also  agreed  very  much  with  what  had 
fallen  from  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
behind  him  (Lord  FitzGerald).  This 
was  by  no  means  an  easy  question  to 
settle.  It  could  not  properly  be  dis- 
cussed as  an  abstract  Motion,  but  only 
when  there  was  a  distinct  and  well- 
conceived  plan  laid  before  the  House. 
There  were  a  great  many  questions  thut 
had  to  be  dealt  with  in  considering  tho 
abolition  of  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  they  were  of  such  a  cha- 
racter that  they  could  only  be  dealt  with 
by  the  responsible  Government.  The 
noble  Earl  at  the  Table  suggested  that 
the  proposed  Secretary  of  State  should 
permanently  reside  in  Dublin ;  but,  of 
course,  he  would  have  to  be  in  London 
for  a  great  portion  of  every  year.  In 
that  they  had  before  them  the  real  diffi- 
culty in  the  matter,  as,  undoubtedly,  the 
Chief  Secretary,  if  in  tho  Cabinet,  was 
practically  the  superior  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Until  all  the  questions 
that  were  involved  in  this  matter  wero 
fiilly  before  the  House  —  and  before 
the  House  on  the  advice  of  the  Go- 
vernment of.  the  day — ho  maintained 
it  would  be  exceedingly  imprudent  and 
hasty  for  the  House  to  come  to  the  con« 
elusion  that  the  Office  of  Lord  Liouten- 
ant  should  be  abolished.  It  had  been 
said  that  there  was  no  Statute  com- 
pelling them  to  appoint  a  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant ;  but  there  certainly  were 
Statutes  providing  that  certain  things 
should  be  done  by  tho  Lord  Lieutenant ; 
and,  for  this  reason,  legislation  was  ab- 
solutely necessary.  He  agreed  with  a 
Seat  deal  that  the  noble  Marquees  (the 
arquess  of  Salisbury)  had  said ;  but 
he  could  not  detach  the  present  pro- 
posal from  the  whole  question  of  policy 
with  regard  to  Irish  aSiairs.  The  time 
might  come  when  it  might  be  expe- 
dient to  abolish  the  Office;  and  as  a 
personal  opinion,  looking  at  it  from  a 
general  point  of  view,  he  should  be  in- 
clined himself,  providing  that  the  admi- 
nistration could  be  satisfactorily  ar- 
ranged for,  to  take  the  view  that  there 
wotud  be  an  advantage  in  aboUshing 
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the  Lord  LientooanoT.  There  was  always  '  to  pnt  the  natter  plainly  in  a  few  sen* 
a  weakness  in  hariofi^  a  dual  office,  oven  i  tenees ;  and  he  assured  the  Gk>Teminent 
allhoogh  there  might  bo  an  excollont  that  people  were  waiting  with  great 
undsrstandlng  between  the  two  officers. ,  anxiety  for  their  answer,  and  for  tho 
At  the  same  time,  ho  thought — and  he  policy  which  it  was  tnttmded  to  intro- 
had  thought  so  during  tho  period  when  '  duco.  P(K>ple  in  England  had  no  con- 
hv  had  filled  the  position  of  Lord  Lieu-  ception  of  tho  excitable  and  ezasperatod 
tenant — that  there  was  yery  consider- '  ntnte  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
able  disadvantage  in  not  having  Irish  '  publio  mind  there  was  in  a  condition  he 
atlairs  directly  represented  in  the  Oabi-  never  know  before.  Day  by  day  tho 
n>*t;  for  without  that  representation  Irish  tide  was  rising,  which  he  feared  would 
atTairs^  which,  ho  was  sure,  were  as  im- '  saturate  the  country  with  even  greater 
;*irtant  as  any  others,  were  apt  not  to  <  dangers  than  those  whirh  even  now  ex* 
^••t  that  consideration  and  full  attention  isted.  He  said  in  no  exaggerated  terms 
which  they  de4er?<*d.  Iloeoneurrod  with  that  even  in  tho  peaceable  districts  he 
tliA  noble  Marquess  that  tho  House  knew,  where  they  were  desirous  of  carry- 
•hooldsus]»end  its  judgment  in  regard  to  iug  on  quietly  their  home  industries, 
thi«»  Resolution;  although,  if  brought  for-  a  sensible  alteration  had  taken  place  of 
ward  in  a  practical  form,  tho  ques-  ■  late.  The  people  were  determined  to 
ti<»n  of  the  abolition  of  tho  Viceroyalty  ■  have  a  reply  which  would  satisfy  them 
might  be  one  deserving  considerable  at*  that  peace  and  security  would  be  theirs. 
^tltion«  He  hoped  the  mission  of  Mr.  W.  IL 

TiiK  Eael  op  KILMuREY  said,  |  Smith  would  be  productive  of  good  re- 
that  having  elicited  the  expression  of .  suits ;  but  he  feared  otherwise.  Mr. 
« 'pi 0 ion  which  would  bo  unoful  in  tho  j  Smith  had  been  brought  up  in  tho 
<t»aotry,  and  which  he  thought  was  not  English  school  of  politicians,  and  ho 
altogether  hostile  to  the  principle  of  his    doubted  if  he  would  be  able  to  obtain 


IU«olution,  he  would  ask  leave  to  with- 
<lraw  the  Motion. 

Motion  ^by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 


•.••VKRXMEKT  OP  inETAXD  -  MINIS- 


all  the  information  necessary  to  form  a 
sound  judgment.  Parliament  had  al* 
ready  neglected  too  much,  and  thought 
too  little  of  their  rcHponsibilities  with 
regard  to  Ireland.  They  forgot  how 
great  a  diifereuce  there  was  not  only  in 
the  character,  but  in  the  free  way  in 
TKIilAL  roLirY.-UKKuLrxlUX.        ^  ^^ich  matters  were  looked  a\,  and  in 

Loud  WAVKNEY,  in  moving—         ,  fa(*t  had  not  the  same  political  cflect  in 

-Th»t  tKn  MinUt.ritl  pUn  f.>r  >c<>vomm»nt  '  both  countries.     For  instance,  the  elec- 

i  InUDtl  \i^  intr-Hiacol  furthwith,  and  tako    tion  to  all  offices  of  trust  were  dependent 

;r«.«^i»co«f«UpuUicbtutDi'Si  up  to  report,*'    on  publio  taxes  in  England,     lie  re- 

■iiid,  ho  must  complain  of  the  prolongcnl  ■  membered  some  years  ago  how  a  veiy 
».I«nce  of  tho  (tovemment,  and  declared  '  powerfully  constituted  Committeo  of  tho 
that  the  debate  on  Thurulay  evening  Houseof  Commons,  sitting  on  the  ques- 
hsd   aatisfif*d   no  one.     This  he  knew  ,  tion  of  Elective  Boards  for  Counties  and 


from  private  communications  he  had 
r<<«tved  from  Ireland.  Ho  had  no 
d«!«ire  whatever  to  inti^rfere  with  the 


its  suci*eM,  had  f«o  little  evidence  that 
no  further  proceedings  were  to  be  taken. 
There  must  be  a  combination  which 


<h«<  rttioD  of  the  Qovemment,  nor  did  I  would  mutually  aim  at  tho  adjustment 
K'*  desire  to  promote  a  discu^nion  up<m  ,  of  tht*  bo^ly  politic  ;  and  he  held  that  an 
this  point  by  any  remarks  which  he  experiment  to  bo  a  success  must  be  car* 
c«ight  make;  but  thf*y  had  now,  as  it  ri<Ml  through  all  tho  ad\'erM«  circum* 
wre,  come  into  a  new  world,  and  they  stances  which  might  arise.  The  position 
had  a  very  altered  %tatii  of  affairs  to  fac>*.  which  the  Irish  Members  of  the  House 
It  might  be  aaked  why  h«*  had  brought  of  Commons  hoTi«4  to  attain  was  in* 
Xh»  matter  before  their  liordflhips?  It  consistent  with  the  maintenance  <»f  Im* 
«  At,  first,  bf^cause  ho  d^^Mred  that  in  all  perial  power ;  atxl  he  therefore  cordially 
<  institutional  matters  the  House  should  approved  the  firm  words  which  were 
reserve,  exercise,  and  vindicate  its  righti  read  from  tho  Thron«*  when  I^arliament 
in  these  <.*oiutit«itiooal  matters;  and.  in  was  opened  by  Her  Majesty.  But  those 
the  seoood  place,  becaoae  he  thought  the  words  were  not  enough  by  themselves. 
matter  wud  be  dealt  with  in  a  calmer  In  the  fevered  and  disturbed  state  of 
toDe  thai   *^  ebewhece."    He  wiabed  i  publio  opinion  in  Ireland  at  the  proicnt 
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time  it  was  of  vital  importance  that  the 
GoTemment  should  givo  the  country, 
without  delay,  a  clear  indication  of  their 
intended  policy.  It  was  the  wish  of 
many  people  in  Ireland  to  subject  the 
classes  possessing  most  intellectual 
power  to  the  rule  of  uneducated  men » 
and  the  strango  spectacle  was  there 
seen  of  the  persecution  of  its  own  mem- 
bers by  a  pai  ticular  class.  He  alluded, 
of  course,  to  **  Boycotting,"  which  had 
wrought  such  evil  as  was  difRcult  to 
conceive.  To  show  how  greatly  this 
form  of  intimidation  had  spread  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  tell  the  House  that  the 
heads  of  some  of  the  most  powerful 
banks  in  the  country  had  hesitated  to 
support  resolutions  of  loyalty  because 
they  feared  to  imperil  the  money  of  their 
shareholders,  having  the  example  of  the 
run  upon  the  Bank  of  Ireland  before 
their  eyes.  No  one  could  have  any 
conception  of  the  state  of  things  unless 
it  oame  homo  to  him.  The  matter  was 
not  confined  to  the  banks,  for  they  could 
not  place  their  cattle  on  board  ship, 
they  could  not  drive  them  to  market  or 
perform  any  of  the  functions  of  honest 
industry  without  running  the  risk  of 
being  ruined  or  of  bringing  ruin  to 
those  with  whom  they  were  dealing.  I 
No  time  should  be  lost  by  the  Goverc- 
ment  in  putting  down  such  a  state  of 
things.  They  could  defy  the  world  in 
arms ;  but  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
defy  the  murder  and  burning  which 
went  on  throughout  the  country.  Never 
was  there  a  time  more  favourable  for 
bringing  back  the  people  to  a  condition 
in  whien  they  would  respect  the  law. 
He  had  been  perfectly  astounded  at  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  corruption  had 
spread.  This  was  no  time  for  tampering 
with  the  solid  rt^Histanee  to  law  which 
exiftted  in  Ireland.  ^Vhere  an  example 
could  be  made  without  harshncHS  let  it ' 
be  made.  If  a  municipality  sliowed 
that  it  was  dotormined  in  its  ri  distance 
to  authority  then  take  from  it  the  charg<« 
whidi  it  did  not  desorve  to  have.  With 
regard  to  one  question  which  had  been  ' 
brought  up — namely,  that  of  a  Koyal 
res»ideDce  m  Ireland — he  warned  them 
that  it  would  become  a  ccntro  for  all  in- 
trigues; but  let  the  Constitutional 
h>overeign  pa%s  through  her  territories 
freely,  unbidden,  and  spontaneously, 
and  he  was  prepared  to  assert  that  Her 
Majesty  would  meet  with  a  reception  as 
worm  and  as  hearty  as  any  she  had  ever  ^ 
received  in  any  part  of  her  dominiona.  i 


He  stood  by  the  side  of  their  Royal 
Highnesses  when  they  visited  Ireland, 
and  was  able  to  speak  of  the  absolute 
sincerity  of  the  reception  they  received. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Office  of 
Lord  Lieutenant,  above  all  others,  should 
be  outside  Party  politics.  No  doubt  he 
should  be  a  man  in  whom  both  Parties 
had  confidence ;  but  they  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  this  particular  in  other  direc- 
tions, and  would  find  none  with  regard 
to  Ireland.  In  conclusion,  he  begged 
to  move  the  Besolution  of  which  he  had 
g^ven  Notice. 

Iforerf,  *'  That  tho  Ministorial  plan  for  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  bo  introduced  forthwith,  and 
take  precedence  of  all  public  business  up  to 
report."— (JA^  Lord  n^avtnty.) 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY :  My 
Lords,  I  suppose  that  the  noble  Lord 
does  not  propose  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  the  Motion  which  he  has 
made,  but  rather  regards  it  as  the  text 
of  the  interesting  speech  to  which  we 
have  just  listened,  because  the  Motion 
itself  is  hardly  applicable  to  the  state  of 
Business  in  this  House.     It  asks — 

**  That  tho  ^linistcrial  plan  for  gorem- 
mint  of  Ireland  bo  introduced  forthwith,  and 
take  precedence  of  all  public  buaicesa  up  to 
report.'* 

If  the  Ministerial  plan,  as  the  noble  Lord 
says,  is  introduced  into  this  House,  I  do 
not  imagine  that  there  will  be  anything 
in  the  way  of  our  ordinary  Business 
which  would  make  it  impossible  to  go  on 
with  it.  I  think  that  this  Motion  rather 
looks  like  as  if  it  were  intended  for  the 
other  House,  and  I  am  afraid  that  a  Con- 
stitutional objection  might  be  taken  to 
it  from  that  point  of  view.  But  the  mat* 
ter  to  which  the  noble  Lord  has  referred 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  gravest  that 
can  occupy  us  at  any  time,  and  I  do  not 
dilTur  very  much  from  many  of  the  criti- 
cisms which  have  fallen  from  him.  It 
in  undoubtedly  true  that  in  addition  to 
tho  poHJtivo  and  actual  evils  with  which 
wo  have  to  deal — and  they  are  very  great 
indc>«»d — we  have  also  to  deal  with  an  ex- 
cited state  of  public  opinion  in  Ireland, 
and,  ])orhaps,  to  some  degree  in  this 
ouutry,  which  I  hardly  need  sav  enor- 
mously aggravates  the  task  of  thoso 
charged  with  the  maintenance  of  pablic 
order  and  the  preservation  of  peace,  and 
increases  tenfold  the  difficulties  that  lie 
before  tis.  If  it  had  net  been  for  the 
excited  state  of  public  feeling  I  oonnot 
imagine  how  snon  an  interpratotioii  of, 
and  eomneatozy  npon,  our  int«Blioni,  oi 
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appears  to  have  affected  tho  minds  of  tho 
noble  Lord  and  many  others,  could  have 
come  into  circulation.  We  are  unfortu- 
nately in  th^  condition  which  was  spoken  of 
by  a  great  American  Prefrident — '*  We  nre 
changing  horses  at  tho  moment  of  cross- 
in/  thn  Mroam."  We  thought  it  <»«5Hen- 
tial  that  tho  Minist^T  who  would  liavo 
the  conduct  of  iiny  nropoMtions  wbi'*h 
«•*  might  make  to  rarliament  should 
satisfy  us  and  himself  thoroughly  on 
c  rtain  p(»iDt8  by  conference  with  tho 
authorities  in  Irtdand  before  we  sub- 
mi  tttnl  to  Parliament  Ktops  which  we 
|>r\>post<d  to  take  for  remedying  tho  great 
•  >if«  upon  which  the  noble  Jjord  has 
dwelt.  Dut  to  found  upon  that  neces- 
»ary  art  of  circuuinprction  tho  imputa- 
tl'in  that  wo  had  the  iut**utir>ii  of  in- 
d«>6nit«dy  didayiug  any  explanation  of 
our  p'dicy,  or  any  action  of  tho  kind,  is  so 
exaggerated  an  iutcTpretation  that  I  can 
only  attribute  it  to  this  Tory  excited  i^tato 
of  pubIi4M)pinion  which  conjures  up  dim- 
y:*^m  groater  than  those  by  which  the 
fommunity  is  actually  surrounded.  I 
imagine  that  there  is  no  neceshity  for 
such  a  hasty  Motion  as  this.  I  appre- 
hend that  wo  shall  be  very  shortly  m  a 
tMi«ition  to  make  an  annouucomont  to 
Parliament ;  and  I  ht>pe  wo  shall  be  able 
to  explain^it  may  be  in  a  day  or  two^ 
the  stepa  which  we  think,  at  all  events, 
will  do  much  to  remedy  this  terrible  and 
K-andaIou*«  state  of  things.  I  hopo  it  will 
not  U«t  dolayed  more  than  2 1  or  -IS  hours  ; 
and  I  hf>po,  at  all  evont«,  tho  noMo  I^ord 
will  a*  knowledge  that  in  taking  stop? 
to  perffct  what  we  proposed,  and  to  be 
fully  armed— which,  in  dealing  with 
Parliament,  whore  every  thing  is  care- 
fullT  <|u^tioned,  is  not  least  necessary — 
with  all  the  fact>«  by  which  our  opinion 
\%  sappnrted,  wo  have  not  outstepp  d 
that  (  onstitutional  prudence  which  it 
bt-h  irrs  every  Govcmmoi«t  to  obs«*rve  in 
a  D'Cijuncturi*  si>  gravo  an  thi^  and  whii  h 
i«  in  n'>  way  in'Nin««i'>tcut  with  the  ro- 
dilution  6rmly  and  prumptly  to  meet  tho 
evt!s  which  we  are  responsible  for  meet- 
ing. 

Till;  EiaL  of  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lurds,  I  think  tlie  n^Mo  Manjuei^s  Imh 
»imewhat  mi^underst  xxl  tho  criticinnis 
whi'  h  have  been  pa^ofl  on  the  procood- 
ing«  of  II«*r  MajeMy*s  Uovemment.  It 
is  not  that  the  proc«'«*ding4  of  tho  Oorern- 
aent  have  been  somewhat  vague,  or  that 
they  are  to  be  blam<*d  for  the  appoiut- 
ti  ol  a  new  Chief  Secretary  ;  but  the 


fault  we  find  with  them  is  that  they, 
having  been  in  Offico  for  some  tix 
months,  and  having  had  nil  the  oppor* 
tunities  of  forming  opinions  as  to  the 
policy  which  should  be  pursued,  have 
sufTorod  Parlian.ont  to  como  together, 
and  have  in  formed  us  that  they  have  not 
made  up  their  minds  as  to  the  course 
they  would  pursue.  And  whilst  I  am 
glad  t4>  loam  from  the  noble  Marquesa 
that  a  vory  short  time  is  likely  to  otapse 
before  thoy  mfike  known  thoir  policy,  I 
own  I  am  lost  in  astonishment  at  the 
mode  in  which  that  resolution  as  to 
policy  is  approached  by  tho  (Govern- 
ment ;  because  it  appears  now  that 
after  we  have  been  informed  that  thoy 
have  thought  it  necersary  to  wait  until 
tho  Chief  Secretary  had  time  fully  to 
examine  the  state  of  affairs  in  Ireland, 
in  point  of  fact,  after  4K  hours,  or  even 
2-t  hours'  residence  in  Ireland,  he  is  to 
be  suddenly  endued,  by  a  kind  of  second 
sight  I  suppose,  with  the  moans  of  giving 
to  the  (ioTornmont  that  advice  which 
they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain,  and 
enable  them  to  announce  a  policy  in 
what,  I  agree  with  the  noble  Marquees, 
is  one  of  the  gravofrt  conjunctures  which 
this  country  has  found  itself  in  for  many 
years.     When  that  policy  is  produced, 

1  am  sure,  such  is  the  keen  sense  on  all 
sidoH  of  the  ditBculti<>s  of  the  situation, 
it  will  be  fairly  and  I  hope  justly  judged; 
but  I  cannot  say  that  we  shall  come  to 
it  with  an  antiiipation  of  a  satisfactory 
p«)liry  boing  announced,  so  far  as  wo 
can  judge  from  the  singular  and  most 
unsatisfactory  mode  of  preparation  for 
that  policy  which  the  noble  Marquesa 
has  just  announced. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House}  wiiK' 
drawn. 

IU£I«AND  .ELECTOHAL  STATISTICS). 
MOTIOX   FOB  A  RETUIUr. 

Jfond  for  Koturn — 

1.  nf  tho  niimlHT  of  rv^nstcnMl  eh-rtort  in 
inch  coanty,  (i(y,  sixl  Uiroogh.or  di\  iaion  of  a 
county,  city,  or  hon^u;:h,  in  InUnd  rvtumisg 
mcmlx  r«  to  l*arlUmc'Dt ; 

2.  of  tho  nuniln-r  of  electors  who  Totod  in 
csi-h  of  th(*  aUive  at  tho  Ut«  Kcneml  election : 

3.  Of  tho  numWr  of  cIm  tor«,  voting  in  each 
of  tho  atiore  at  tho  \aUp  K«<ncral  ch-ction,  who 
«h  .  1  irrd    themaclves    iUiterst«.— <  TMg  £srt  o/ 

lioan  DE  BOS  said,  Betums  1  and 

2  could  be  granted.  There  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  supplying  them ;  and  aa 
to  the  third,  the  Shenfla  must  be  refeired 
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to ;  but,  no  doubt,  no  difficulty  would  be 
met  with  in  obtaining  it  also. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

Eetum  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
House. 

GREECE-COLLECTIVE  NOTE   OF  THE 

EUHOPEAN  rowE^s.-.Q^E^sTI()^^ 

The  Earl  of  LIMETUCK  :  Before  the 
House  adjourns  I  wish  to  put  a  Question 
to  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  It  is  a 
Question  dealing  with  the  reports  which 
have  appeared  in  the  evening  news- 
papers  ns  regards  Qreece.  The  state* 
meat  is  that  some  despatch  or  communi- 
cation has  been  made  by  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  to  that  Power.  I'erliaps 
the  noblo  Marquess  is  in  a  position  to 
state  whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the 
paragraph  ? 

The  Mabqttess  of  SALT.'^BURY  :  My 
Lords,  there  has  been  no  isolated  action 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  QoTemment 
with  regard  to  Qreece ;  but  six  Powers 
— Russia,  Austria,  Germany,  France, 
Italy,  and  England — have,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Her  Majesty's  Qoyernment, 
presented  a  Collective  Note  to  the  Greek 
OoTemmont  intimating  to  them  that,  in 
the  absence  of  any  just  cause  for  war 
between  Greece  and  Turkey,  any  naval 
attack  on  Turkey  will  not  bo  permitted. 

LAXD   BEGISTRY  BILL. 

A  Bill  to  make  tomporary  proyi^ion  for  the 
conduct  of  the  business  of  the  oHice  of  Lind 
Kepistry— Was  prttenttd  by  The  Loui>  Cuax- 
CBI.1.0U  ;  read  !•  ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  n-ad 
2*  To'ittorrvtc  ;  and  Standing  Order  No.  XXXV. 
to  bo  considered  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
with.     (No.  7.) 

Uoiuo  adjourned  at  Seven  o'clock, 

till  To-morrow,  a  quart tr 

past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 

Monday^  25(h  January^  1886. 


Beroral  otber  Members  took  and  sub- 
scribed  tbe  Oath. 

MINrTtX]-.SELErT  CoMMimis  —  Public 
Petition*,  'ipp-fntrd  and  nomtuaffd, 

Pl'aur  HiLM —  Ordtrfd —  /*irW  RfA-Un.j  ^ 
Lunacy  Vacatinj^  of  Seats) *  '^'*]\  Sjxirtinif 
Lands* Ilating  (Scotland)*  [HG] ;  M.nhant 
Shippiag  Act  (IS^4)  Amoodment  *  [87]  ;  SaIo 

Loride  Sot 


of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  (Corn- 
wall) *  [88] ;  Private  Lunatic  Asylnma  (Ira- 
land)  •  [89] ;  Access  to  Mountains  (Scotland)  • 
fOO]. 
Withdraxcn — Mining  Ijeases*  [55]. 

QUESTIONS. 


THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

SiB  OnAELES  W.  DILKE  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  he  can  inform  the  House  what 
is  the  present  position  of  the  question 
pending  between  the  Egyptian  Oovem- 
moot  and  the  Suez  Canal  Company,  as 
to  the  0  3D  sent  of  Egypt  to  the  widening 
of  tlie  Canal  ? 

The  under  SECRETAIIT  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Bourke)  :  The  Suez  Canal 
Company  having  applied  to  the  Egyptian 
Government  for  their  consent  to  an  al- 
teration of  their  Statutes  in  connection 
with  the  loan  of  £4,000,000  which  they 
wish  to  contract  for  the  purposes  of  the 
new  works  of  improvement,  the  Egyptian 
Government  have  refused,  on  the  ground 
that  the  project  involves  the  widening 
of  the  Canal  beyond  the  dimensions 
authorized  by  the  original  concession, 
and  that  the  consent  of  the  Khedive 
must  be  obtained  to  this  feature  of  the 
plan.  The  Company  hold  that,  as  the 
works  are  to  be  executed  within  the  limits 
of  the  land  belonging  to  them,  there  is 
no  legal  or  equitable  ground  for  this 
contention.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  taken  the  advice  of  certain  legal 
persons  in  respect  to  it,  and  Papers  are 
now  before  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAXD  :  With  reference 
to  the  reply  now  made,  I  would  be  glad 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  state 
wliether  ho  is  aware  that,  so  far  from  the 
Suez  Canal  Company  requiring  addi- 
tional territory  for  the  purpose  of  exca- 
vating, or  rather  enlarging,  the  present 
channel  of  the  Suez  Canal,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  (hat  the  Canal  at  present 
cove  rs  the  ground  which  is  now  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  enlargement, 
and  all  that  is  necessary  is  that  a  farther 
excavation  be  made  in  the  space  already 
coTi-red  by  the  water  of  the  Canal  f 

lilR.  BOUBKE:  In  a  matter  of  fact 
of  this  kind,  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend, 
I  should  not  like  to  give  a  definite  answer 
which  would  be  taken  as  official ;  but  I 
know  my  hon.  Friend  is  so  very  well 
acquainted   officially    with    6T< 
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connected  vith  this  question,  and  also 
with  the  details  of  tho  conntruction  of 
the  Suez  Canal,  that,  in  all  probability, 
the  aeeortion  ho  has  made  is  accurate. 

ARMY  (DISTIPUyE;— DISORDERS  IN 
BELFAST  BARRACKS. 

Ma«  KWART  asked,  Whether  the 
atumtton  of  Ilor  Majesty's  GoTomment 
ha4  b«»en  called  to  rt>cent  disorders  in 
Belfast  Barracks,  in  which  a  girl  was 
maltreated,  and  a  man  anfortunat<«ly 
lost  hie  lifts  ^nd,  whether  any  military 
inreetigation  has  taken  place,  or  will  be 
instituted,  in  roM>ect  to  tho  same  ? 

The  FINAN(^IAL  SECRETARY. 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  S. 
NoariicxnE) :  Attention  has  been  called 
tf)  certain  disgraceful  transactions  which 
took  place  at  Belfast  Barracks  during 
the  New  Year  feetirities  of  a  Highland 
battalion.  The  sergeant  who  maltreated 
a  girl  has  been  romitted  for  trial  by  the 
Ciril  power.  The  assailants  of  the  sol- 
dii*r  who  lost  his  life  have  not  yet  been 
identified.  A  military  iuTestigation  by 
the  8taff  officers  sent  specially  from 
I  Dublin  has  taken  place,  and  the  matter 
is  still  engaging  tho  most  serious  atten* 
tioa  of  the  military  authorities. 

ru«T  <»FFICE-PARCEL  POST. 


Me.  HEATON  a%kod  the  Postmaster 
Oeneral,  \Miat  impediment  delays  the 
<  nnection  of  the  Englinh  parcel  post 
with  the  system  in  operation  in  Franco 
and  Italy,  in  the  same  manner  as  has 
r««ntly  bei*n  done  in  Germany  and 
B«  Igium  ;  and,  when  there  is  a  possibi- 
lity of  th«»  impediment  being  overcome  ? 

Tbk  postmaster  general 

I>ifd  Joii9  Maxxi.U'*)  :  Then)  has  been 
CO  delay,  so  far  as  this  Department  is 
c  rncemed,  in  pursuing  the  negotiations 
with  the  Fr<*n(h  and  Italian  IWtOfTu'eA 
f  r  the  establish nifut  of  a  parcel  po»t 
nuh  this  country.  Au  agretment  on 
the  main  points  ha^  been  arrived  at ; 
and  I  hope  tt»  be  in  a  position  shortly  to 
|i-jt  the  whole  scheme  before  the  Trea- 
»  ^ry.  It  is  understood  that  legihlative 
*  uiction  will  have  to  be  obtained  both 
la  France  and  Italy  to  what  is  pro- 
Doaeil. 

nSHERIRS    srOTLAXO  -PRIVATE 
PIER8— PIEU  DUirs. 

Ma.  MAPFARLANE  aaked  the  Lord 
Adroeatep  If  his  attention  has  been  called 


to  an  action  brought  by  Sir  John  Orde, 
baronet,  before  tho  Sheriffs'  Court  at 
I.K>chgiIphead,  against  a  number  of  fish- 
ermen, to  recover  certain  dues  for  the 
u«e  of  a  pier ;  if  he  can  say  under  what 
Aot  of  Parliament,  or  other  sufficient 
authority,  tho  said  quay  was  erected ;  if 
the  quay  ia  erected  upon  public  or  pri- 
Tate  property ;  and,  if  upon  public  pro- 
perty,  if  he  will  take  steps  to  allow  of 
the  free  use  of  it  by  the  fishermen,  or 
cause  its  removal,  so  as  to  leave  the  fore- 
shore free  ? 

Tub  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Mac- 
i>oxald)  :  The  actions  which  took  place 
H  )me  little  time  ago  were  not  brought 
to  my  notice  until  I  saw  the  Question 
of  the  hon.  Member  on  the  I'aper. 
Actions  were  raised  for  dues  at  a  pier 
called  Kilmorey  Pier,  which  was  erected 
in  1813  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Kilmorey, 
who  was  an  ancestor  of  Sir  John  Orde. 
From  that  time  forward  dues  have  been 
paid  for  the  pier,  amounting  in  tho  case 
of  fishermen  to  the  sum  of  5«.  per  boat 
for  the  use  of  the  pier  during  tne  year. 
The  pier,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  was 
not  erected  under  any  Act  of  Parliament. 
It  was  erected  as  a  private  enterprizo,  in 
a  similar  manner  to  many  such  piers 
in  that  part  of  Scotland,  it  is  erected 
partly  on  private  property  belonging  to 
Sir  John  Orde,  and  ne  appears  on  the 
valuation  roll  as  tho  proprietor  of  the 
pier,  and  is  rated  upon  it.  The  pier 
cannot  be  used  without  the  use  of  pri- 
vate property.  I  have  no  power  to 
order  ita  removal.  I  am  satisfied  that 
it  is  for  the  convenience  of  the  fisher* 
men,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  take  any 
steps  with  regard  to  it. 

Mn.  MACFARLANE  asked  if  the 
IIouso  was  to  understand  that  it  was 
the  law  of  Scotland  that  tho  owner  of  a 
pier  erected  partly  upon  his  private  pro* 
perty  and  partly  upon  publio  property 
(ottld  levy  dues  from  fishermen  and 
othi*rs  using  it? 

Tub  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Mac- 
iK>XAU»  • :  I  believe  it  to  be  the  law  of 
Scotland  that  when  a  pier  has  exi&ted 
for  so  long  a  period  as  from  1813  to  the 
present  time,  without  objection  on  the 
part  of  anybody,  the  proprietor  cannot 
be  by  the  Crown  turned  off  and  the  pier 
taken  down.  Any  person  is  entitlea  to 
raise  the  question  of  law  ;  but  I  am 
satisfied  it  would  not  be  wise  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown  to  raiao  any  tuoh 
question. 
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SEA    AND     COAST    FISHERIES     (IRE- 
LAND)— TRAWLING  IN  GALWAY 

BAY. 

Colonel  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  If  he  can  ascertain,  through 
the  Constabulary  or  otherwise,  if  the 
great  majority  of  the  fishermen  and  the 
inhabitants  residing  near  Galway  Bay 
would  desire  that  trawling   should  bo 

Erohibitod  in  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
lay,  as  it  was  formerly  in  Galway  Bay 
and  now  is  in  Dublin  Bay  ;  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  I^eport  of 
Lord  Dalhousie's  Trawling  Commission 
of  last  year,  and  if  he  is  aware  that  this 
Keport  in  general  terms  coincides  with 
the  views  of  the  Galway  fishermen,  that 
trawling  may  be  often  hurtful  in  bays 
to  other  kinds  of  fishing;  and,  if  he 
will  endeavour  to  give  efi'ect  to  the 
wishes  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
fishermen,  if  their  opinions  are  found  to 
agree  with  the  latest  and  best  scientific 
evidence  procurable? 

Sia  WILLIAM  IIAET  DYKE  (who 
replied)  said  :  I  have  no  doubt  the  fact 
is  as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph  of  this 
Question.  From  a  Eeport  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries, 
I  gather  that  in  the  course  which  they 
adopted,  after  due  inquiry  with  regard 
to  trawling  in  Oalway  Bay,  there  is 
nothing  inconsistent  with  the  views  of 
the  Trawling  Commission  of  last  year, 
as  ezpreFsod  in  their  Eeport.  The  duty 
of  determining  such  matters  is  imposed 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament  on  the  In* 
specters  of  Fisheries. 

POST    OFFICE- OVERHEAD    WIRES  — 
THE  RECENT  SNOWSTORM. 

Sir  HENRY  TYI.ER  asked,  Whether 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  failures 
of  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  used 
overhead  in  the  Metropolis  during  the 
recent  snowstorm,  and  to  the  accidonts 
which  have  been  o^casiont-d  thereby ; 
wlK'thor  a  Return  of  these  failures  and 
these  accidents  will  be  prepared  and 
pre^entrd  to  the  House ;  and,  whether 
any  steps  will  bo  taken  to  prevent  this 
constantly  increasing  danger  to  nil  per- 
sons  using  the  streets  of  the  Metro- 

^Thb  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoHH  Mastitkbh,:  My  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  failure  of  tele- 
graph wires  during  the  recent  snow- 


storm ;  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
state,  in  reply  to  the  Question  of  the 
hon.  Member,  that  no  case  of  accident 
to  any  human  being  has  been  caused 
by  the  wires  belonging  to  the  Post 
Office.  A  large  proportion  of  the  over- 
head wires  in  tne  Metropolis  do  not 
belong  to  the  Post  Office ;  and  the  De- 
partment has  no  means,  therefore,  of 
furnishing  the  Return  asked  for.  The 
policy  of  the  Post  Office  for  many  years 
past  has  been  to  substitnte  underground 
for  overhead  wires  in  London,  and  also 
in  other  large  cities,  wherever  the  extra 
expense  involved  could  be  justified ;  and 
since  my  appointment  I  have  given  re« 
newed  instructions  on  this  point.  I  may 
add  that  the  mileage  of  postal  telegraph 
wires  in  the  Metropolis  on  the  Slst  of 
December  was  9,832  miles,  of  which 
QyOOtO  miles,  or  about  ll-12ths,  wore 
underground  wires.  In  the  Eastern 
Central  and  Western  Central  postal  dis- 
tricts, which  comprise  the  half  of  the 
Metropolis,  there  were  only  44  miles  of 
overhead  wires  the  property  of  the  De- 
partment. As  the  House  is  aware,  a 
Select  Committee  was  appointed  last 
Session  to  consider  the  law  relating  to 
the  control  over  telephone,  telegraph, 
and  other  wires,  and  made  a  Report ;  but 
it  has  not  been  considered  desirable  to 
take  action  in  the  direction  of  the  coarse 
recommended  in  that  Report. 

IMPROVEMENT  UF  LANDED  PROPERTY 
(IRELAND)- LEGISLATION. 

Mb.  MARUM  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
introduce  Bills  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  Acts  for  facilitating  the  improve- 
ment of  landed  property,  and  for  the 
drainage  and  improvement  of  lands  in 
Ireland,  esperially  in  view  of  the  pre- 
sent depressed  condition  of  the  labour- 
ing classes  in  Ireland  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Mr.  JArxsox  : 
Yos,  Sir ;  it  is  my  intention  to  move  im 
an  early  day  for  leave  to  introduce  Bills 
for  consolidating  and  amending  the  Acta 
referred  to. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (SO)TLAND  -MR. 
R.  W.  REXTON,  PROCCRATOU  FISCAL 
OF  EAST  FIFE. 

I)B.  CAMERON  asked  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, Whether  Mr.  R.  W.  Renton,  Soli- 
citor, of  Capar,  has  been  appointed  Pro- 


809         T^rif  0i^d  Cu$toM$        {jANtTAbY  25,  1886|       Act,m^^Fprfeituri9.     310 


cuimtor  Fiscal  of  the  Eastern  Division  of 
Fifeehiro ;  and,  if  so/jf  he  would  please 
state  the  date  of  the  appointment  and 
the  ealary  attached  to  the  oili(*e ;  and, 
whether  Mr.  Renton's  commission  con- 
tains any  provision  restricting  him  from 
Migafcing  directly  or  indirectly  in  private 
practict*  ? 

The  UIRD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Mac- 
iH)XAU>  :  Mr.  Ren  ton  was  appointed 
liv  the  Sheriff  Procurator  Fiscal  of 
Ftfe^hire.  That  appointment  has  not 
yet  boen  confirmed.  The  salary  is  £000 
a-year,  and  the  Sheriff  did  not  in  his 
nomination  debar  Mr.  Ronton  from  pri- 
vate practice. 

Da.  CAMKRON  (cave  Notice  that  if 
Mr.  Kenton^s  appointment  was  con- 
firmed, he  shoula  call  attention  to  tho 
conditions  when  his  salary  came  before 
the  House  in  Committee. 

(•LFDK    LANDS   (!REU\Nn)-PCU- 

(  IIASKKS  TNDKR  THE  LAKD 

ACT  OF  1869. 

Ma.  O'BRIEN  asked  the  Secretafy  to 
the  Treasuiy,  Whether,  in  view  of  the 
distressed  condition  of  the  poorer  classes 
of  purchasers  by  right  of  pre-emption 
of  glebe  lands  in  Ireland,  owing  to  tho 
largeness  of  the  purchase-price,  fixed  at 
a  time  of  exceptional  prosperity,*  and 
owin^  to  the  heavy  depreciation  of  every 
description  of  stock  and  farm  produce 
in  recent  vears,  arrangements  can  be 
made  fi»r  their  relief  by  enabling  them 
to  obtains  loans  from  the  State  or  from 
the  Chunh  Temporalities  Commissioners 
of  the  fourth  part  of  the  purchase -money 
supplitnl  by  themselves  .which  was  in 
most  cases  raised  from  money-lenders 
at  exorbitant  rates  of  interent],  on  the 
same  r««  luced  terms  as  to  interest  that 
th»v  are  now  offennl  uii'Ierthe  23rd  Hub- 
•ertion  of  the  I^nd  Purcha««o  Act,  with 
r^^Y* « t  to  th^  thr««e-ff)urths  mlvanccd  bv 
the  <  ^ommiiMioners  on  mort^rn;?'* ;  anif, 
«ih«*ther  th^  bi^oefit  of  th^  2«trd  ^*  ction 
t%n  be  ext4md<N]  t  >  pun^hn^rn  who  held 
»h«*rt  t«Tmittab!e  Ica^^s  of  their  holdings, 
and  ttp>n  whom  the  agricultural  depres- 
•\  m  has  told  with  e<iual  neverity  ? 

Tbe  SKr'HETAHY  Mr.  Ja.k^.x^: 
In  reedy  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
Uoeslioii,  I  have  to  say  that  the  question 
how  tar  the  terms  allow  «»d  to  purchasers 
of  church  lands  under  the  Act  of  1869  I 
cooM  be  modified  was  most  carefully  * 
eoosnlersd  by  the  Ooreniment  when  the 
Porehase  Act  of  last  Session  was  under 


discussion ;  and  it  was  decided  that  no 
change  in  these  terms  could  be  justified, 
except  that  embo<lied  in  tho  23rd  section 
of  the  Act  of  1885.  The  (Government 
see  no  reason  to  modify  this  conclusion, 
and  are  not  prepared  to  propose  tho 
legislation  which  would  be  required  to 
carry  out  the  hon.  Member's  presc»nt 
suggestion.  With  regard  to  the  second 
paragraph,  tho  23rd  section  of  tho  Act 
of  1885  extends  to — 

"Any  Und  which  is  held  immedistoly  from 
or  under  the  Oitnmiasioners  by  virtae  of  any 
loMO  or  tcnsQcy/* 

and  this  would  seem  to  cover  such  oases 
as  those  now  referred  to. 

TKADE    AND    COMMERCE— BOUNTIES 
TO  ITAUAK  SHIPriKCJ. 

Mb.  TOMUNSON  asked  the  Presi. 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment  have  any  infor- 
mation with  respect  to  an  Act  lately 
passed  by  the  Parliament  of  Italy  giving 
a  bounty  to  Italian  ships ;  and,  whether 
they  have  any  objection  to  lay  on  the 
Table  a  Copy  of  the  Act  with  a  transla- 
tion? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope;  : 
Yes,  Sir ;  we  have  received  a  copy  of  the 
Act  recently  passed  in  Italy  giving  boun* 
ties  to  Italian  shipping,  and  if  my  hon. 
Friend  will  move  for  it  a  translation 
of  it  shall  be  published.  It  may  pro* 
bably  not  bo  necessary  to  circulate  the 
Italian  version  also. 

TARIFF  AND  CUSTOMS  ACT,  1876- 
FOUFEITUKES. 

Mb.  kino  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Section  179  of  ''The  Tariff 
and  Customs  Act,  1876,"  by  providing 
that— 

**  Every  ptrt-m  «h>  thsll  Im«  foand  to  havo 
lK4*n  on  l»  •arU  adt  ship  or  boat  IliMo  to  for- 
feit um  thnll  forfeit  ft  sum  not  ctctHlinK  out 
hondrttl  poonda,  and  mfty  be  taken  be/oro  a 
jiiatico  to  M  dc«lt  with,** 

by  Its  terms  exposi^  innocent  persons  to 
(*onvic(ion,  the  Government  wiu  consent, 
at  an  early  day,  to  repeal  or  revise  that 
section  ? 

The  cnANCELLOR  of  na  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply,  said,  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  that  matter  by  the  Ques- 
tion, and  he  certainly  was  of  opinion 
that  the  law  as  it  stood  at  present  could 
not  be  defended.    He  wotud  communi* 


811 


Crime  and 


{COMMONS} 


Outrage  (Ireland). 


313 


cate  with  the  CommieBionerB  of  Cuetoms 
on  tho  subject,  to  see  what  amendment 
should  be  made  in  the  law. 

TURKEY  —  TREATMENT  OF 
CHRISTIANS. 

Mr.  BEYCE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairp,  Whe- 
ther the  attention  of  Ilor  Majesty's 
Qovernmont  has  boen  called  to  reports 
which  haye  recently  appeared  in  the 
newspapers,  of  acts  of  religious  op- 
pression practised  by  the  Turkish  autho- 
rities upon  Christian  subjects  of  tho 
Saltan,  in  violation  of  the  engagements 
repeatedly  contracted  by  the  Sultan's 
Government  for  the  securing  of  religious 
liberty  within  his  dominions ;  and,  whe- 
ther Uer  Majesty's  Oovornment  will  in- 
quire into  tho  facts ;  and,  if  satisfied  of 
their  existence,  remonstrate  with  the 
Turkish  Government  upon  the  subject? 

The  UNDini  8ECEETAE  Y  of  STATE 
(Mr.  Bouuke)  :  Tho  rumours  in  question 
have  not  escaped  the  attention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  are  at  the  pro- 
sent  time  tho  subject  of  inquiry  by  Her 
Majesty's  Bepresentative  at  CouBtanti- 
nople,  in  communication  with  the  branch 
of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  in  that  city. 
I  may  mention  that  of  the  16  persons 
who  were  stated  by  the  Evangelical 
Alliance  to  have  disappeared,  and  were 
supposed  (o  have  been  imprisoned,  some 
have  now  been  discovered  to  bo  at  large. 
When  the  facts  have  boen  thoroughly 
investigated,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  be  ready  to  make  representations  to 
the  Porte  as  to  any  departure  by  the 
Turkish  ofRcials  from  tho  principles  of 
the  Hatt-i-Houmayoun  of  which  there 
may  be  sufficient  evidence. 

ARMY— RICmroND  BARRACKS, 
DUnLlN. 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSOX  asked, 
Whether  attention  has  beon  callod  to 
the  insanitary  slat  a  of  Bichmond  Bar- 
rack%  Dublin  ;  and,  whether  any  Special 
B«>purts  have  been  made  upon  the 
drainage  and  other  circumstances  of  the 
Barracks;  and,  in  that  cose,  whether 
any  early  steps  will  bo  taken  to  remedy 
the  def<-<*ts  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECBETABY, 
W.VB  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Nobtiicote)  :  The  attention  of  the  War 
Department  has  bin^n  drawn  to  th«  in- 
samtary  state  of  Richmond  Barracks, 

Th  Ch4nc€U<Mr  o/ihe  Enchiqu^r 


Dublin ;  but  their  unhealthiness  is  be* 
lieved  to  be  attributable  rather  to  the 
condition  of  the  neighbourhood  gene- 
rally than  to  any  special  defects  in  the 
drainage  or  ventilation  of  the  barracks 
themselves.  It  is  under  consideration 
whether  any  steps  can  be  taken  to  im- 
prove tho  sanitary  condition  of  Bichmond 
barracks. 

MADAGASCAR  —  TREATY  WITH 
FRANCE. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  he  can  communicate  to  tho 
House  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  alleged 
to  have  been  made  between  the  Queen 
of  Madagascar  and  the  French  Republic; 
and,  if  he  is  awaro  if  freedom  of  worship 
for  the  native  Ghristians  is  secured 
thereby  ? 

Sm  CHABLES  W.  DILIvE  said,  he 
had  given  Notico  of  a  Question  on  this 
subject  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  be  able  to  answer  now. 

TheUNDERSECRETARYofSTATE 
(]Mr.  BorKKE) :  We  are  not  in  possession 
of  the  precise  terms  of  the  Treaty.  Until 
the  text  of  the  French  Treaty  has  been 
received,  I  am  unable  to  state  whether 
its  provisions  arc  inconsistent  with  the 
Treaty  rights  of  Great  Britain.  As  to 
the  Consul,  a  new  Consul  has  just  been 
appointed,  but  has  not  left  for  Mada- 
gascar.  Meanwhile,  there  is  an  Acting 
Consul  at  Tamatave,  a  paid  Vice  Consul 
at  tho  capital,  Antananarivo,  and  unpaid 
Vice  Consuls  at  varioua  points  on  the 
coast. 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAKI))- 
ALLEGED  CRUELTY  TO  A  •«  BOY- 
COTTED*'  WOMAN. 

Mr.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  asked, 
Wliether  it  is  true,  as  stated  on  the 
occasion  of  a  deputation  to  Lord  Salis- 
bury, that  a  boycotted  woman  in  Ire- 
laud  was  held  down  by  her  neighbours, 
while  a  dog  gnawed  her  legs;  and,  if 
true,  whether  any  persons  have  been 
arrested  for  the  outrage  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HART  DYKE  :  I 
will  answer  this  Question,  at  the  re- 
quest of  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith).  The  statement  in  question 
appears  to  bo  based  upon  the  following 
evidpcce  which  was  given  by  a  *'  Boy* 
oottt*d'^  man  named  Donoghue,  in  a 
case  of  assault  upon  his  wife  and  child 


S13        BwnmMk^MitiUry       |JjanTAmT25,  1S86} 

by  a  aaighboar  named  Mrs.  RnlliTan. 
The  oate  occurred  in  tho  Mill  Street 
district  in  County  Oork«~ 


Ex0eutiim$. 


914 


••  llr  Ard  Mr«.  8ollivan  call  tho  naroet.  I  \tti 
fa3r  tpailfl*  and  camo  down.  Saw  my  wife  down, 
II  f*.  SttUi TAn's  ton  holding  her,  and  aha  flstinf^ 
h'r  With  a  atoni*.  ISaw  the  dog  tc»aring  my 
«ifi**«  Irga.  The  dog  ran  away.  My  wifo 
I.Mt«a  agAintt  tho  ditch.  Went  to  tho  poliro. 
Had  to  call  in  l>r.  lioadcr.  Ho  haa  iNi^n  at- 
trnding  my  wife  and  ton.  8ho  haa  not  hi-on 
to  waU  -"—  •• 


ablr 
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Mra.  Honoghue  swore  that  ''the  dog 
waa  sot  at  her."  The  mn^istrates  im- 
poe4sl  a  Bcntonce  of  tiro  months'  impri- 
sonment on  Mrs.  SulliTan  for  each  as- 
tault, 

Mu.  HEALY :  Might  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  case,  which  was  one  of  assault 
arising  out  of  a  dispute  betwoen  two 
women,  was  not  amicably  aettltni  out  of 
Court  and  tho  sentence  of  two  months' 
imprisonment  withdrawn  ? 

8ia  WILLLVM  HART  DTKB  said, 
that  he  must  aak  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  to  p^e  Notice  of  his  Question. 

Mk.  DKALY  gave  Notice  that  ho 
would  repeat  his  Question  on  an  early 
day. 

XAVY-aillPBUILDING  OX  THE  TYXE. 

Ma.  BKoADHUIiST  asked  the  Firat 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  delay  in 
the  building  of  the  naval  yc^ssols  now  in 
the  course  of  coostruction  on  the  Tyno ; 
and,  whether  this  delay  is  in  consequence 
of  aa  att4*mpt,  on  thf*  part  of  tho  firms 
intrusted  with  tho  wora,  to  enforce  a  re- 
doctkm  of  wap^  to  a  less  rate  than  that 
whieh  was  paid  at  the  timo  the  estimates 
were  made  and  the  contracts  ontored 
into  for  the  building  of  these  ?essels  ? 

Tiix  FIR8T  LORD  ,Li>rd  Geoboe 
naiin.Ti>?(, :  I  am  informed  that  there 
haa  been  a  differeni^o  betw(*en  certain 
ahipbttilders  on  the  Tyno  and  some  of 
the*  men  whom  they  employ ;  but  I  do  Ddt 
know  the  exact  cause  of  the  dispute. 
The  ships  now  building  on  the  Tyne  ft^r 
the  Admiralty  are,  so  far  as  their  con* 
stractioa  is  concerned,  in  adrance  of  the 
Kstimate  made  last  year  of  their  pro- 
bable progrees ;  and,  in  all  probability, 
a  Bopplementary  Vote  will  be  re<]uiriHl 
to  pfftjride  fttnds  for  th«>  psyment^  th«* 
lontractora  can  claim  oTer  the  proyi<«ion 
made  in  the  Kslimstee  of  the 


BUUMAfl— THK  BRITISH  AUTnORITIES 
— MILITARY  EXECUnuXS-TUE  PRO- 
V()8T  MARSHAL. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Se<*retary  of  State  for  India,  Whether, 
sinci*  tho  Annexation  of  Upper  Burmah, 
tho  control  of  affairs  is  under  the  Chief 
Commis8ionor  and  the  Military  authori- 
ties are  amenablo  to  his  ord(«rs  in  regard 
to  tho  treatment  of  tho  Burmese ;  and, 
whether  they  exerci ho  any  uncontrolled 
power  of  life  and  death  luder  any  sort 
of  Martial  I>aw  ? 

Mr.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  asked, 
whether  tho  prisoners  stated  to  have 
been  shot  by  order  of  the  I'roTost.Mar- 
shal  at  Mandalay  were  subiected  to  any 
form  of  trial ;  and,  if  so,  how  and  for 
what  offences,  and  under  what  law,  if 
any,  were  they  tried  ? 

The  8KCRKTARY  op  STATE  (I^rd 
Randouh  CiiCRruiLL):  I  imagine  that 
part  of  tho  (luestion  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  is  of  a  highly 
technical  and  legal  nature,  and  aa  such 
he  will  hardly  expect  me  to  answer  it 
without  Notice.  I  can,  however,  give 
the  IIouso  a  gvK>d  deal  of  information  in 
answer  to  the  Question  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  George  Campbell)  has 
placed  upon  the  Paper,  and,  perhaps, 
will  also  to  some  extent  answer  tho 
Questions  put  to  me  the  other  day  by 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (I>r. 
Cameron).  With  regard  to  the  Ques- 
tion  on  the  Paper,  the  Viceroy  informs 
mo  that  the  original  instructions  to 
General  Prendergast,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Expedition,  and  therefore 
r<'9t>ontible  for  everything  that  was  dono 
while  the  military  operations  were  going 
on,  were  to  this  effect — that  he  and  Mr. 
Commissioner  Bernard  wore  t'j  establifth 
a  Civil  jurisdiction  as  soon  as  tho  Mili- 
tary  authorities  could  pacify  the  dis- 
turbed districts.  Mr.  BemanI  has  tele- 
graphed to  tho  Viceroy — 

•*  Thn  pn  *•  iX  »tAto  of  afr.iin  with  rvfcrcoco 
ti)  the  <'i>il  and  Milit  in  Mri^Iictiun  ii  %m  fuN 
lows:— We  h&vo  Enj!:<}i  (nil  ufli«*irs  and 
]-,;<  t«  ('t!i><r«  in  rointii«n<l  in  ni«  h  of  the  (ivo 
ili»trii  t<«  "f  M  \iA  il  ly,  MinhU,  Niiigyan,  I*.i^n, 
nod  M\in?\an.  lli«*'  t-t'.  r*  an*  iiui>j»ort—i  hy 
tr  •'('«•  tn\\  th«*y  iiro  w  rking  thivugh  Iu<'al 
\V\'  «u«  and  Ihaijyii.*' 

Of  c«mr!(e,  in  these  districts  ob^-iously 
Civil  law  prevails — 

'*  Tho  rift  of  the  c  antry  U  nominally  do- 
Tnin^tH  by  tho  Danneso  25j|>remo  CVoncil.*' 
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I  cannot  pronounce  the  Native  name  for 
that  body. 

''  At  BOTeral  points,  however  —  Bhamo, 
Tagaing,  Slwebo,  Ava,  Upper  Chiadwin, 
Lower  Chindwin,  and  Myodaang  —  we  have 
military  detachments  stationed,  with  Civil  offi- 
cers in  attendance.  At  present  the  country  is 
still  under  military  occupation." 

Mr.  Bernard  goes  on  to  say  that — 

"  The  rebels  taken  in  arms  on  the  field  are 
liable  to  be  shot :  no  one  is  to  be  shot  or  pun- 
ished by  Civil  officers  otherwise  than  after  trial. 
In    districts    nominallv    under    the    Burmese 

■ 

Supreme  Council  sentences  of  death  cannot  be 
carried  out  by  Native  officials  otherwise  than 
on  the  responsibility  of,  and  after  trial  by,  the 
Civil  officers  who  may  be  nearest  the  ground. 
The  prisoners  punished  under  martial  law  by 
the  Irovost  Marshal  or  any  of  the  officers  do 
not  come  under  the  Civil  officer's  cognizance 
while  the  country  is  under  military  occupation. 
My  hope  is  that  in  a  few  weeks*  time  1  may  bo 
in  a  position  to  post  Civil  officers,  only  backed 
by  troops,  in  the  remaining  districts  of  the 
country." 

That  ifl  all  the  information  I  have  in  my 
possession  with  reference  to  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Baronet  on  the  Paper. 
With  regard  to  the  Questions  asked  me 
on  Friday,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
information  in  my  possession  is  far  from 
satisfactory.  The  Viceroy  telegraphs  to 
me  that  it  is  clear  that  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal has  proceeded  in  a  most  unjusti- 
fiable manner ;  at  any  rate,  in  one  case. 
That  alludes  to  the  case  where  evidence 
was  sought  to  be  extorted  by  placing  a 
prisoner  apparently  under  the  fire  of 
soldiers.  Tne  Viceroy  says  he  has  tele- 
graphed to  General  Prendergast  direct- 
ing that  if  a  primd  facts  case  is  made 
out  against  tne  Prorost  Marshal  on 
either  of  the  counts  mentioned,  he  and 
other  oflScera  implicated  are  to  be  sus- 
pended from  their  functions,  and,  if 
proved  to  be  guilty,  to  be  visited  with 
the  severest  penalty.  Mr.  Bernard  tele- 
graphs from  Bangoon  to  the  Viceroy 
that  he  is  still  investigating  or  asking 
for  information  at  Mandalayas  to  the 
allegations  with  regard  to  the  Provost 
Marshal  photographing  prisoners  under 
execution.  With  regara  to  the  second 
pointy  Mr.  Bernard  says — 

*•  It  u  true  that  the  Provost  Marshal  did 
place  a  man  suspected  of  treasonablo  rorres- 
pondf*nce  in  fear  of  in«tant  death,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  ^re  information  vhich  w«>ul(l 
hare  criminated  two  m lumbers  of  the  Bumi<>«e 
Purbor.  On  hearing  of  this,  I  pointed  out  to 
the  ProTost  Marnhal  that  eridencf  cxtortrd  wai 
valnelesi,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  all 
la^ "—  ' 

Lord  BmOolpA  CkwckiU 


\Cr%$9  of  "  Oh,  oh !  "  from  ike  Homo 
Itulen  and  crus  of  ''Order!"*] — I  am 
giving  the  House  the  best  information 
I  can — 

**  to  extort  eridence  by  moral  torture.  I  re- 
quested that  similar  proceedings  might  not 
recur." 

The  result  of  the  Viceroy's  telegrams 
would  undoubtedly  be  that  the  Provost 
Marshal  will  be  suspended,  and  the  closest 
and  most  rigorous  investigation  will  be 
made  into  the  ofiicer*s  conduct ;  and  if  it 
should  turn  out  that  he  had  so  disgraced 
the  Queen's  Army,  I  make  no  doubt 
whatsoever  that,  in  the  Viceroy's  words, 
* '  the  most  exemplary  punishment  will  be 
meted  out  to  him." 

8iK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked, 
whether  Burmese  resisting  the  conquest 
of  their  country  were  to  be  treated  as 
rebels — to  be  treated  as  rebels  taken  in 
arms ;  and,  further,  whether,  in  case  of 
such  a  jurisdiction  being  exercised  by 
the  Military  authorities,  the  noble  Lord 
would  direct  some  record  of  these  trials 
to  be  kept,  so  that  so-called  rebels 
should  not  be  shot  without  any  record  ? 
Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  imagine  that  when  King  Theebaw  and 
the  Burmese  Army  surrendered  it  was 
held  by  the  Military  authorities  that 
regular  military  resistance  had  come  to 
an  end.  The  Military  authorities  are 
occupied  now  in  putting  down  what  is 
called  dacoity,  which  is  another  word 
for  brigandage.  The  dacoits  are  bands 
of  armed  men,  who  did  not  attack  the 
British  troops,  but  who  attacked  the 
Burmese  villagers,  burnt  their  houses, 
and  plundered  the  towns.  As  long  as 
the  country  was  in  military  occupation 
the  dacoits  would  be  tried  by  Martial 
Law  if  taken  in  the  field  and  red- 
handed  ;  but  in  districts  where  the  Eng- 
lish Civil  officer  has  troops  under  his 
command,  then  I  imagine  dacoity  will 
be  put  down  by  the  Civil  (officer's  Court, 
according  to  the  form  of  the  English 
law.  Records  will,  of  course,  be  kept 
of  all  proceedings  of  this  kind. 

Sir  GKORQE  CAMPBELL:  I  beg 
to  give  Notice  that  I  shall  take  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  of  calling  attention  to 
this  very  important  Question. 

Mr.  0*KELLY  a(>KoJ,  whether  orders 
had  been  given  to  stop  the  shooting  of 
,  prisoners  tskon  in  arms  in  Durmah  ? 
I  Mn.  CON  YBE  ARE:  The  noble  Lord, 
I  in  his  first  answer,  spoke  of  **  rebels," 
t  and  in  his  second  answer  he  spoke  of 
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dMotU.  I  b«g  to  a«k  whether  daooits 
and  rebels  are  •ynonTinous  t^rma  ? 

Lf>Bb  RANDOLPH  CHURCIIILI.: 
I  beli4»ve  I  did  not  lao  the  word  rebels. 
VTtth  regard  to  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
MembtT  for  Itoscommon  ,Mr.  O^Kolly), 
Mr.  Bernard  tolographs  to  the  Yicoroy 
in  the  following  words ; — 

**C«rCAaii  pretendrr  had  nued  TiUjif^i  and 
c<4amiUrd  <^cr  rriniM.  Ho  was  captunni  bv 
Harmed  officer*,  and  ipnt  to  Mandalny  for  trial. 
llftr  f>ri*trndrr  admitted  tho  truth  of  th<*  rhargi'S, 
>k«)t  Mid  ho  vat  not  aiming  at  tho  Throno  of 
Maadalar,  bat  at  tho  Throno  uf  ono  of  tho  Shan 
StAtr«L  Tho  trtiil  was  cunductou  bv  tho  11  ur- 
ir.*««  Suiirvmo  (V>urt,  and  tho  primmer  was 
•-  nlcnr<J  to  dfath  ;  but  tho  BritiMi  authoritios 
>  «  i  p'lintc'd  out  thftt  if  oxi  cution  wcro  to  tako 
; :  1.  •>  thoy  matt  havo  rvidrnco  thomteIrot»  at 
!'  'T  r«>u.d  not  oxrcuto  on  the  strength  of  tho 
•i'Cttioci  iif  tho  Bormeso  Supreme  Court.*' 

It  was  further  pointed  out  that  if  the 
farts  of  the  i^harges  were  proved,  the 
life  of  the  pretender  would  be  forfeited. 
r«>lonel  Sladea  had  agretMl  to  conduct 
further  inquiry  personally.  I  have  not 
hrard  the  restilt ;  but  I  will  make  fur- 
ther inqnirr. 

Da.  ('AMEBON  asked,  would  the 
noble  Lord  consider  the  propriety  of 
laying  Papers  on  the  Table  on  the  sub- 
ject? 

I^.aD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  will  lay  all  the  information  possible  on 
th**  Table,  and  as  quickly  as  possible. 

IKDIA^THE    rNCOVEXANTED   CIVIL 

SERVICE. 

Ma.  ScajaAVT  SIMON  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India,  Whether  any 
wXif^  hare  been  taken  to  remedy  the 
ffrieraneea  of  the  uncovenanted  Civil 
tWraata  of  India,  as  S4*t  forth  in  tho 
Memorial  presented  by  them  to  the  In- 
dian Qoremment  two  years  afro  ? 

Thi  SECRETARY  or  STATE  Lord 
Rurtw>Lni  Ciu*arniLL  ,  in  reply,  said, 
hi»  had  not  seen  any  Memorial  from  the 
Indian  police,  who,  he  understood,  were 
the  riTii  Scnrants  alluded  to.  If  those 
c4Brers  had  grisTaneee,  th(>y  would  b** 
inclnded  in  the  Indian  Tommittee,  which 
k«  wished  rery  much  to  see  appointed. 

HALE  or  IXToXICATIXC*    LIQVOKS- 
LRCHSLATIOX. 

Mm.  T.  WATSf^X  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  When  the  Go- 
Terament  intend  to  introduce  their  mea- 
sures dealing  with  th<«  Sale  of  Intoxicat- 
ing liquofs  and  tho  Licensing  system  ? 


Tm  CHANCELLOR  of  thi  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  any  proposals  which  Her 
Majesty*8  (tovemment  have  to  make  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  with  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  and  the  licensing 
system  will  be,  so  far  as  I  know,  em- 
bodied in  tho  County  Government  Dill. 
I  do  not  think  I  can  gire  any  further 
answer  than  that. 

SEED   SUPPLY  aRElJlXD)  ACT— 

FoCitTH     INSTALMENT    OF    RATE  — 

POSTPONEMENT  OF  PAYMENT. 

CoLoxEL  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  tho  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land,  If,  in  consideration  of  the  difficul- 
ties caused  by  the  agricultural  depree- 
sion,  he  would  permit  such  unions  as 
might  apply  for  more  time  to  defer  the 
payment  of  tho  fourth  and  last  instaU 
ment  of  the  Seed  Rate  for  another  twelve 
months  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HART  DYKE  (who 
replied)  said,  this  was  more  a  Question 
for  the  Tri'asury  than  for  the  Chief  Se* 
cretary.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  to  postpone  it  for  a 
few  days. 

INDUSTRIES  AND  SALMON  FISHERIES 
(IREIJiND)^TUE  SELECT  COMMIT. 
TEES— UK-AProINTMENT. 

Mr.  SEXTON  asked  Mr.  ChaneeUor 
of  the  Kxchcquor,  with  regard  to  the 
recommendation  made  by  the  Select 
Committ4^s  on  Irish  Industries  and  Irish 
Salmon  Fi^herioe  at  the  close  of  the  last 
I'arliament,  Whether  the  Oovemment 
intend  to  move  for  the  appointment  of 
Solei't  Committeee  to  carry  on  and  con- 
clude the  inquiries  in  question  ? 

Tiip.(^HANCELL<lR  or  thxEXOHE- 
QUER,  in  reply,  eaid,  the  Government 
would  be  prepared  to  assent  to  a  Mo- 
tion for  the  re-appointment  of  these  Com- 
mittf^es. 

ENGLAND  AND  <;REErE-COLLErTIVK 
NOTE  (»F  THE  EUROPEAN    POWERS. 

Mil.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  wish  to  put 
to  the  lender  Secretary  of  State  for 
For<Mgn  Aifsirs  a  Uu€*i«tion  of  which  I 
have  not  been  able  to  give  him  Notice, 
but  whi(h  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  an- 
swer. It  iii,  SVhether  the  tclegrama 
which  appear  in  thi<t  morning**  papers 
to  the  c(i'«»ct  that  a  c>>mmun)ration  has 
Innm  addrc^^cd  by  Sir  Horace  Huml>old, 
our  Minister  at  Athens,  to  tho  Greek 
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Prime  Mmisteri  on  behalf  of  Lord  Salis- 
bary,  in  wliiok  there  is  alleged  to  be 
contained  a  threat  in  regard  to  the  action 
of  the  British  Fleet,  are  correct  ?  Per- 
haps, also,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
mU  be  able  to  give  to  the  House  the 
terms  of  such  communication — if  any 
such  communication  has  been  made; 
and,  if  not,  perhaps  he  will  say  whether 
the  telegrams  are  substantially  accu- 
rate? 

TheUNDEE  SECRETARYofSTATE 
(Mr.  Botthee)  :  In  answer  to  the  Question 
of  theright  hon. Qentleman.Ihayeto  state 
that,  at  the  instance  of  Her  Majesty's 
Gbvemment,  the  six  Great  Powers  pre- 
sented a  CoUectiTO  Note  to  Greece  yes- 
terday, intimating  that  a  naval  attack 
by  Greece  upon  the  Ottoman  Empire 
would  not  be  permitted.  No  answer  to 
that  Collective  Note  has  been  received 
by  Hor  Majesty's  Government. 

Mb.  GHAMBEBLAIN  :  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  has  not  answered  my  Question. 
The  telegrams  speak  of  a  speoial  com- 
munication inresented  by  Sir  Horace 
Bumbold  on  behalf  of  England,  and  not 
of  a  Colleotiye  Note  presented  by  the  six 
Powers.  I  wish  to  know  whether  any 
iuch  special  communication  has  been 
made  by  the  English  Minister;  and 
whether,  if  so,  it  contains  a  direct  threat 
that  the  British  Fleet  will  be  sent  to 
Athens  to  prevent  any  naval  movement 
on  the  part  of  (Greece  f 

Mb.  BOUHKE  :  I  am  sorry  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  give  me  Notice 
of  this  Question.  I  do  not  think  that, 
in  a  matter  of  this  importance,  I  should 
be  justified  in  stating  more  than  I  have 
done.  What  I  have  stated  is  perfectly 
accurate  ;  and  it  contains  all  the  infor- 
mation I  am  instructed  to  lay  before  the 
House  at  the  present  moment. 

Mb.  chamberlain  :  I  beg  to  give 
Notice  that  I  will  repeat  my  Question 
to-morrow. 

PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE-CONDITION  OF  IRELANB. 
LoBD  CLAUD  HAMILTON :  I  wish 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
a  Question  of  which  I  have  given  him 
nriyata  Notice— namely,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  contemplate  pro- 
ceeding ds  die  in  dum  with  the  considera- 
tion of  the  New  Kules  of  I^rocedure ;  or 
whether  they  will  suspend  any  such  dis- 
cusnoas  for  the  production  of  mea- 

Mr.  Cfkmierlmn 


sures  dealing  with  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  In  reply  to  my  nohle  Friend,  I 
may  remind  him  that  when  I  stated  it 
was  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  ask  the  House  to  give 
special  facilities  for  the  discussion  of  the 
New  Rules  of  Procedure,  I  added  Uiat  it 
was  subject  to  the  intervention  of  any 
specially  urgent  or  important  Business. 
Any  legislative  proposals  in  regard  to 
Ireland  of  the  nature  referred  to  by  me 
on  Thursday  last,  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  might  think  it  their  duty 
to  make,  could  not  properly  be  delayed, 
as  my  noble  Friend  seems  to  fancy. 

THE  ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 

Lobd  CHARLES  BERESFORD:  I 
wish  to  put  a  Question  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  of  which  I  have  given 
him  private  Notice,  having  regard  to 
rumours  which  have  been  lately  circu- 
lated as  to  the  future  control  of  the 
Police  Force  in  Ireland.  I  beg  to  ask, 
Whether  the  Government  will  Rive  an 
assurance  that  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary will  be  maintained  as  at  pre- 
sent constituted — an  Imperial  force  r 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  In  reply  to  my  noble  Friend,  I 
really  cannot  understand  how  any  doubt 
could  have  arisen  as  to  the  attitude  or 
intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
on  this  subject.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland,  speaking  in  ''  another  place  " 
a  few  days  ago,  denounced  m  the 
strongest  terms  any  proposal  to  hand 
over  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  to 
any  other  control  or  authority  than  that 
which  at  present  exists.  He  spoke  on 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Govemmont, 
and  with  the  full  concurrence  of  his 
Colleagues. 

PARLIAMENT— THE  NEW  RULES  OF 
PROCEDURE. 

Mb.  RAIKE8  asked  Mr.  ChanceUor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether,  having  re- 
gard to  the  inconvenience  that  would 
arise  in  tho  conduct  of  Public  Business 
in  the  event  of  tho  first  Resolution  re- 
specting Parliamentary  Procedure  being 
atfirmed,  and  the  second  Resolution 
b»nng  subsequently  rejected  by  this 
House,  ho  would  consent  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  former  until  tho 
House  had  arrived  at  a  deciaion  upon 
the  latter  proposal  ? 
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Tire  OHANCELLOH  of  nra  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  should  wish  to  consider  any 
suKgMtton  m*do  by  the  ri^^ht  hon.  (ren- 
tl^niAii  with  that  care  to  which  it  is  en- 
titled ;  but  the  Government  has  placed 
the  Kules  on  the  Paper  in  the  order 
which  the  J  thought  would  be  most  con- 
rentent,  and  at  present  I  soe  no  reason 
for  departiniir  irtiv^  that  order. 

Mn.  RAIKES  :  In  the  event  of  these 
Rules  being  proposed  in  the  ord^r  in 
which  ther  stand,  I  beg  to  give  Notiro 
that  I  shall  move  the  FVevious  (luestion 
in  reapect  to  the  6rst  Resolution,  and 
that  I  shall  move  the  rejection  of  the 
second. 

ORDER   OF  THE  DAT. 

ADDRESS    IN    ANSWER   TO    HER   MA- 
JE8TVH  MoSTORAriOrS  SPKKCH. 

ADJormsrED  dcdatb.    [rnian  xioht.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
I  debate  on  Question  [2Ut  January.  1 — 
See  page  92/^ 

Question  again  proposed. 

I>ebate  r0$um$d. 

nrRMAU  (MILITARY   OPEKATIOKS)  — 
INCIDEXCK  OF  COST. 

Ma.  HTNTER,  in  riMng  to  move,  as 
aa  AiDondmvnt,  to  add,  at  the  end  of 
the  Cth  paragraph,  the  words— 

*"  B«l  tkif  Hooao  humMy  nprpciw**  to  If  or 
ll«jC0ty  U»rir  rpfoH  that  the  U<>rc*Dur«  of  India 
Lavr  b«i«o  Af/plii<l  to  dcfrav  thu  cxpfn***  of  the* 
r  xUXmxj  cp^nttions  rarritj  (»n  in  t)i<*  KinK^om 
*i  At«,  vithoai  th«*  <y*nH«nt  of  rarM.intiDt  a* 
r**i«if*4  I*y  *Tb«  (vovemnxnt  of  India  Art, 
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said,  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
Scata  for  India  ^Lord  Randolph 
f^hvrchill  made  an  appeal  to  the  Iloune 
^'n  Tharsdaj  night  to  c1om«  the  dehato 
«io  the  Addrefs.  and  in  the  c^^ur^e  (>f 
that  appeal  addressed  a  suggestion  to 
him  11  r.  Iluntt-r^  that  he  i^houM  bring 
«  n  this  subject  at  a  later  n*a^«^ ;  but  tho 
noble  Lord  spoke  under  a  uji-apprehen- 
•loo  of  th«*  scope  and  t<*mi^  of  th<* 
Ameodnu'nt,  The  noble  Lord  seemid 
to  him  to  speak  nnder  the  impr«*«««iou 
that  the  Aniondm4*nt  was  one  to  rhni- 
)««sg<*  th«*  policy  of  the  tfovernmont  with 
r«epect  to  the  war  of  annexstinn  in  liur- 
mail.  That  was  not  tho  obj<><*t  of  the 
Am— d meat  It  related  to  only  one  of 
tli#»  quaatioos  which  aro*<»  out  of  th<*  a-** 

TOL»  OOCIL     {nixb  asaiss.] 


tion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
Burmnh  ;  but  the  question  was  wider 
than  the  Burmese  QueMion,  and  raised 
an  i99uo  of  the  mof't  important  character 
with  regard  to  the  exercise  of  a  real  and 
etrective  control  by  that  House  over  the 
foreign  policy  of  tbo  Government  of 
India.  AVhat  were  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  question  came  before 
the  House  ?  When  the  la»t  Parliament 
was  prorogued,  no  indication  had  been 
given  to  the  country  of  any  difficulties  in 
conn ("c I  ion  with  King  Thec»baw,  which 
were  to  end  with  the  appropriation  of 
his  Kingdom  ;  but  whon  the  now  Parlia* 
ment  mot,  it  was  announced  that  a  terri- 
tory, the  exact  limits  of  which  it  might 
be  diflScult  for  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  define,  but  which  was  generally 
supposed  to  cover  an  area  nearly  as  large 
as  the  whole  of  France — that  that  terri- 
tory had  been  added  to  the  Empire, 
lie  did  not  dis<'U8S  at  that  moment  the 
policy  of  the  annexation.  Ho  did  not 
ui*k  whether  it  was  in  accoidance  with 
those  principles  of  international  morality 
that  ought  to  govern  the  conduct  of 
every  groat  nation ;  but  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that,  whether  it  waa  right  or 
wrong,  it  was  one  that  involved  gravo 
and  far-reaching  consequences.  Ho  be* 
lieved,  when  a  union  of  two  distinct  races 
under  ono  (lovemment  was  attempted 
to  bo  formed,  that  union  would  meet 
with  the  most  happy  results  if  it  was  a 
union  founded  upon  mutual  consent  and 
mutual  interest;  but  they  had  this  re- 
markable fac  t—that  a  gtoat  territory  had 
bc'on  add(*d  to  this  Kmpire  without  the 
consent  of  the  people  of  Bnrmah,  and 
without  the  consent  of  the  people  of 
England;  nor  did  he  think  that  the 
transsctions  which  had  recently  taken 
place  in  Burmah  were  calculated  in  any 
remarkable  dogree  to  win  the  affec  tiona 

I  and  love  of  her  poo|)le.  No  doubt, 
there'  were  expressions  lu  the  despatch ea 
of  military  othfcrs,  suggesting  and  in- 
dicating that  they  had  tho  content  of  the 
p(  ople ;  but  those  statemonts  were  not  in 

J  harmony  with  tho  prinriplos  of  human 
iHiture.     It  might  be  considered  by  Home 

'  {M'rHons  to  hhow  very  bad  ta«te  on  tho 

■  t'ltrt  of  tho  BunniNC  pioplo;  but  tLo 
huruK  ^o  poiij'lo,  like  all  othor  poopio?, 
would,  h«^  «ubmitt(  d,  rather  bear  the 
vi(  OS  of  th<  ir  Notire  Rulrrs  than  the  vir* 
tu<*s  of  foroign  official^.  Ihis  annexa- 
tion had  been  carried  into  effect  by  a 
(fovornment  with  re*iHH:t  to  which  he 
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would  not  employ  any  disparaging  ^i- 
thet;  but  ofwhicliit  could  not  be  de- 
nied that  it  did  not  posBese,  either  in 
this  or  the  last  Parliament,  that  degree 
or  kind  of  support  which  was  the  usual 
basis  of  a  firm  Administration.  It  was  a 
Oovernment  that  represented  a  minority 
in  England,  and  that  had  met  over- 
whelming defeat  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
Wales.  Those  facts  alone,  he  thought, 
would  justify  some  objection ;  but  his 
specific  complaint  was  that  this  action 
had  been  taken  in  disregard  of  the  very 
statutory  provisions  which  were  intended 
to  Bocuro  to  Parliament  the  control  over 
transactions  that  might  compromise  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  the  Empire. 
The  words  of  the  65th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1858  were— 

'*  EzMpt  for  preventing  or  repeUing  aotoal 
invation  of  Her  Majesty's  Indian  Possessions, 
or  under  other  sadden  and  urgent  necessity,  the 
Kovenues  of  India  shall  not,  without  the  consent 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  be  applicable  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  any  Military  operation 
carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of  such 
Possossions  by  Uer  Majesty's  Forces  charged 
upon  such  Kevonues." 

Let  him  remind  the  House  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  that  provision  was 
introduced  into  law.  When,  in  1858, 
tho  Crown  took  over  the  direct  Oovern- 
ment of  India,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
permit  a  departure  from  Constitutional 
principles,  and  to  sanction  in  the 
Indian  Department  a  separate  purse, 
not  under  the  direct  control  of  tho  House 
of  Commons.  That  was  a  necessary 
exception,  not  entirely  free  from  danger. 
The  danger  was  perceived,  and  it  was 
met  by  a  proposal  emanating  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Qladetono),  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  late  Lord  D<>rby  upon  the 
part  of  the  Oovernment  of  the  day,  and 
that  proposal  was  embodied  in  the  sec- 
tion which  he  had  read.  The  object  of 
the  section  was  thus  doKribed  by  Lord 
Derby,  who  said — 

**  The  same  constitutional  chock,  therefore, 
was  imposed  upon  the  Crown  with  re^^ard  to 
tmopa  scrring  in  India  which  was  imposed 
with  miipcci  to  troops  scrTinf?  in  erery  other 
part  of  the  globe.  If  th<^  cUum  were  not 
ain^eid  to.  it  would  W  porftM*tly  competent  fur 
any  unconstitutional  SoTi-rcign" — 

and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
to,  commenting  on  the  speech,  added, 
*'  or  unoonstitutional  Minister  "— 

"  to  eoBpIoy  the  whol«  of  the  Rercmies  and 
troops  of  India  for  say  puiposs  whiA  tbe 


Crown  might  direoi,  without  the  neoeMity  of 
going  to  Parliament  for  the  advance  of  a  single 
shiUmg/'— (3  Eamard,  [151]  1697-8.) 

Two  great  interests  were  intended  to  be 
safeguarded  by  that  provision.  There 
was  the  interest  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, and  there  wa9  the  interest  of  tho 
people  of  India.  It  was  necessary  to 
protect  the  liberties  of  this  country 
against  what  might  occur  under  an  un- 
constitutional Minister.  If  that  provi- 
sion were  not  law,  there  would  bo 
nothing  to  hinder  a  Minister,  of  his  own 
choice,  without  the  knowledge  or  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament,  from  bringing  over 
an  Army  of  Sepoys,  and  bringing  them, 
not  only  to  the  Mediterranean,  but  fo 
this  country,  and  also  as  far  as  Dubliu 
and  Tipperary.  It  was  necessary,  also, 
to  protect  tho  Indian  Exchequer  from 
the  predatory  attacks  of  selfish  interests. 
They  learned  from  tho  newspapers  that 
the  Native  Press  of  India,  with  almost 
entire  unanimity,  condemned  the  action 
of  Her  Majesty's  Oovernment  in  Bur- 
mah.  Thero  could  be  little  doubt  that 
if  the  consent  of  the  Indian  people  were 
required  for  the  expenditure  of  thoir 
own  money,  not  a  single  shilling  could 
have  been  obtained  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Burmese  War.  Was  that  not  an 
important  consideration  for  tho  judg- 
ment of  that  House,  if  it  was  called 
upon  to  sanction  such  an  expenditure  ? 
But  the  money  had  been  spent  without 
giving  to  that  House  any  opportunity 
of  estimating  the  justice  or  wisdom  of 
the  course  that  had  been  pursued ;  and 
by-and-by  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  or  his  Successor, 
would  come  down  and  ask  the  House 
to  sanction  that  which  had  been  done, 
and  which  could  not  be  undone.  Tho 
House  might  possibly,  if  the  question 
were  open  to  it,  hesitate  before,  in 
the  present  unsatisfactonr  state  of  tho 
finances  of  India,  it  would  impose  any 
additional  burden  upon  the  Indian 
people,  either  for  the  nurpose  of  a  war 
of  annexation,  or  for  the  cost  of  admi- 
nistering a  IVovince  which  it  was  now 
admitted  would  not  pay  its  way.  The 
Act  of  I808,  and,  in  particular,  the  pro* 
vision  to  which  he  -,Mr.  Hunter^  had 
alluded,  had  been  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion in  that  House.  In  the  Autumn 
Sf^sion  of  1878  his  lamented  Friend 
the  late  Mr.  Fawct«tt  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Motion  to  sanction  an  ezpon* 
ditore  firom  the  Berenuea  of  India  upon 
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Um  war  in  Afghanistan ;  and  in  the 
MMUva  of  that  debate  several  hon.  Mora- 
bera  took  occasion  to  point  oat  that  tho 
Oovemmenty  in  that  war,  had  pursued 
an  illegal  coarse,  and  it  was  illej^al  be- 
canae  it  was  without  the  sAnctton  of 
Parliament  The  right  hon.  Oontloman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Jjothion  seconded 
the  Amendment,  and  stated  that,  in  hiH 
opinion,  the  (^remment  had  clearly 
broken  the  Act  of  Parliament.  That 
Tiew  was  supportod  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  uentleman  the  Member  for 
Bory  (Sir  Henry  James),  and  by  tho 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Denbighshire  (Mr. 
Otbome  Morgan),  and  generally  by  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench.  But  they  were 
orerpowered  by  numbers  when  it  came 
to  the  rote ;  for  the  Qovernment  of  that 
day  possessed  a  largr>  majority  in  that 
IIouso.  The  Oovemment  were  driven, 
in  order  to  justify  themselre^,  to  main- 
tain the  propoeition  that  the  consent  of 
Parliament  need  not  be  given  before 
the  expenditure  was  incurred,  but  that 
it  was  sufficient  if  that  sanction  was  given 
afterwar^U.  However^  that  contention 
was  thoroughly  pulverized  in  tho<<p(»eohoB 
«»f  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  to  whom 
hn  had  r<*ferred.  Such  a  confttruction 
t'lok  a  war  from  the  .Vet  all  its  virtue 
and  effect.  It  would  deprive  Parlia- 
ment of  tho  power  of  contnd  over  th<» 
foreign  p«>liey  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment, and  would  leave  them  the  barren 
pfirilegi*  of  oon^entiog  to  an  irrt'vocablo 
net,  or  the  equally  barren  privilege  of 
diMentiog  from  it.  Moreover,  the  ex- 
ceptions which  were  mentioned  in  the 
•fction  itself  clearly  proved  that  pre- 
vious consent — the  only  consent  that 
had  any  meanings  was  intendin],  bo- 
cause  the  section  speci6«Ml  certain  ca««'«« 
where  the  previous  consent  might  not 
ba  required.  There  wen'  eiceptionM 
provided  for.  such  as  to  prevent  or  re]*  •! 
an  actual  invasion  of  Her  Msje^tyV 
iWmtaions,  or  under  oth«'r  suddfn  nnd 
urgent  necessity.  When  tho  InOian 
(liopirewas  in  danger  tho  (Joremmw.t 
were  empowered  to  set  pn^mptly,  with- 
out waiting  for  the  mr.sent  of  Pnrlia> 
m^nt.  Had  there  b("*n  any  dni:^<T 
in  the  prv4<'nt  r\%^  ?  Ho  thou;r^t  n«>t : 
indeed,  it  would  bo  impo4«iKlo  to  o*  n- 
eeive  any  case  where  there  %n%  \v-*a 
danger  to  the  Kropin*  of  India  than 
fb-vm  the  Kingdom  of  Ava.  It  wa^  a 
Kiagdoaa  eepamted  from  the  soa  by  a 


British  Province,  and  all  importations  of 
arm^  or  ammunition  must  pass  through 
British  Custom  Houses.  Tlie  (fovom- 
ment  of  India,  very  properly,  he  thought, 
took  advantage  of  its  position,  and  pre- 
vented tho  importation  of  arms  and 
ammunition.  The  consequence  was  that, 
in  a  military  sense,  for  years  past  tho 
Kingdom  of  Ava  had  been  entin>1y  at 
our  mercy.  With  regard  to  the  other 
exception,  had  there  been  any  sudden  or 
urgent  mnessity?  The  annexation  of 
Burmah  was  not  a  now  idea.  It  had 
not  occurred  to  tho  minds  of  our  officials 
in  India  for  the  fir^t  time  since  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued.  For  many  years 
there  had  boon  an  Annexation  Party, 
not  only  among  the  merchants  of  Ran- 
goon, but  alfo  in  the  ranks  of  the  Go- 
vernment Service.  So  far  back  as  1869 
there  was  a  protest  addressed  to  the 
Chief  Commi«»«oner  of  Burmah,  warning 
him  not  to  pursuo  such  a  course  of  con- 
duct with  respect  to  the  King  of  Ava  as 
would  result  in  annexation.  This  much 
was  gathered  from  a  letter  addressed  by 
liOrd  Mayo  to  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Burmali,  in  which  ho  warned  him 
against  aggrej^^ive  tendencies.  Tho  let- 
ter was  datrd  tho  1 1  th  of  January,  1 869 ; 
and  in  it  I^ord  Mnyo  said,  from  certain 
exprep<*ion8  ho  had  observed  in  some  of 
tho  letters  of  the  diief  Commipflioner,  it 
occurred  to  him  that  it  was  possible  that 
tho  views  of  tho  offirers  of  the  Commis- 
sion as  regar<lt»d  British  policy  in  Bur- 
mah  did  not  altogother  agree  with  those 
entertaincnl  by  the  Goverami^nt  of  India. 
l/*^t  there  should  be  the  slightest  mir- 
apprehension,  Lord  Mayo  said — 

**  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  T  am 
wholly  cj^iv^^oU  to  any  interference  inthcAflkirt 
of  fc  ri  i^  St.itt'S  th  it  can  Ix*  by  any  honourablo 
in«'ans  Av<it*l<*U.  The  future  annexation  of 
Hurmah,  or  any  of  tt»  ailjaceot  State*,  it  not  an 
i'\cni  «hii.h  I  rithfT  contrmpUto  or  df*«rp.  On 
th-  «'•  r.ti.iry,  I  ikh«  uM  virw  with  oxtr«»fno rcfprH 
.\iA  i\i*\\  yT-t\.i\  .tn\  c<  ur«>  fif  nrtion  that  would 
irjj-"»»  uj  •»n  t!.«  I'riti^h  <«ov(>mn)<nt  the  net**  •- 
«ity  <if  iHcui-ition,  or  of  aMuminff,  even  in  a 
t«  ;i.p  r^ry  mnnncr.  the  Kovtmnient  of  any  of 
*).<-  M.kt* «  1\  iMi(  a  Ij  I  >«>nt  to  tho  rrovioccs  now 
in  >«.'ir  k\  \r^'*'." 

In  iHRl  a  more  d«*termined  attempt  was 
ii:'i'!e  by  th**  Ann<*xationiHt  Party  to 
fnn*^  tin*  1  ar.d  <»f  tlio  Indian  Govern- 
n.^'Ut  ill  or<l«'r  to  briui*  about  an  armed 
intervrntiMn.  Tho  cry  then  was  that 
KingThoebaw  had  granti^d  monopolies 
that  wor^  injurio'in  to  Briti'«h  trade.  It 
tunnd  ou^   uhi»r.:it  ♦ly,  that  the  only 
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monopoly  of  any  impoxianoe  that  was 
given  vas  in  the  article  of  **  cutoh/'  and 
that  that  monopoly  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bombay-Buimah  Trading  Corpora- 
tion, the  very  same  Company  which  had 
now  supplied  the  annexationists  with 
that  which  the^  desired,  in  foimding  a 
good  cry  for  intervention.    The  only 
other  matter  that  was  at  all  new  in  tho 
position  of  Burmah  was  in  respect  to 
the  controversy  between  the  King  of 
Burmah  and  this  Bombay  Corporation. 
He  would  not  enter  into  that  question, 
or  express  any  opinion  as    to   which 
party    was  right    or  wrong.    But   he 
would  ask  tho  House  to  consider  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  transaction 
that  could  be  construed  into  any  sudden 
and  urgent  necessity  for  military  opera- 
tions.    In  the  first  place,  suppose  it  had 
come  to  the  worst,  and  that  the  decree 
of  King  Theebaw,  of  which  the  Bom- 
bay Corporation  complained,  had  been 
executed,    it    could    only    have    given 
rise    to  a    claim  for    damages,   which 
might    probably   have    been    properly 
pressed  by    the    Indian    Government; 
but  that  Government  did  not  appear  to 
have  been  very  anxious  to  settle  the 
difficulty.      It  was    proposed   by    the 
British  Government  to  refer  this  ques- 
tion to  arbitration.    But  to  what  arbi- 
tration ?    The  arbitrator  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Viceroy.     That  was  a 
new  idea  of  arbritration.     He  had  never 
before  heard  of  an  arbitration  in  which 
one  of  the  parties  had  the  right  to  select 
tho  Judge.     He  could  scarcely  conceive 
with  what  object  this  form  of  arbitra- 
tion was  put  forward,  except  with  the 
certainty  that  it  would  be  refused.    If 
the  manner  in  which  King  Theebaw 
had  been  treated  was  to  be  imitated, 
and  the  British  Government  was  to  act 
upon  the  principles  which  had  been  ap- 

Siied  to  Burmim  in  dealing  with  other 
tates,  they  could  not  be  surprised  if 
the  Sovereigns  of  other  States  took 
warning,  and  were  chary  of  bestowing 
eoncessiona  and  privileges  upon  British 
subjecta.  But,  so  far  from  this  contro- 
versy coming  within  the  category  of  a 
sudden  and  urgent  necessity  menacing 
the  British  Empire,  it  appeared  that  the 
controversy  could  have  been  settled. 
That  was  evident  from  a  letter  written 
by  Mr.  Jones,  the  agent  or  representa- 
tive of  tho  Bombay  Company,  to  the 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Burmah,  dated 
the  2l8t  of  September  last  year.    He 
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said  he  could  have  settled  the  question, 
and  it  would  have  been  in  the  interests 
of  the  Company,  in  a  pecuniary  sense, 
to  have  settled  it;  but,  having  been 
assisted  in  the  way  they  had  been  by  the 
Government,  he  was  not  going  to  do  it. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  : 
The  date  of  that  letter,  please  ? 

Mb.  hunter  :  The  21st  September. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Is  it  in  the  Blue  Book  ? 

Mb.  hunter  said,  it  was  a  letter 
published  in  The  Titnst.  It  was  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  Burmah,  and  was  an  official 
communication.  He  ventured  to  sny 
that  if  an  illustration  had  been  desired 
to  point  a  moral,  and  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  Constitutional  safeguards 
that  were  provided  by  the  Act  of  1858, 
a  better  illustration  could  not  have  been 
found  than  this  annexation.  To  make 
a  military  promenade  up  to  Mandalay 
was  an  easy  thing.  To  issue  a  Proclama- 
tion of  Annexation  was  easier  still.  But 
that  step,  once  taken,  was  very  hard  to 
retrace.  If  Parliament  was  to  exercise 
its  judgment  on  the  important  and  grave 
issues  that  were  submitted  to  it,  it  ought 
to  be  able  to  preserve  that  judgment 
unfettered  by  acts  that  could  not  be  re« 
called.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  presence  of  an  English  Administra- 
tion in  Mandalay  closed  some  questions. 
But  it  opened  other  questions,  which 
might,  in  the  long  run,  prove  more 
serious  than  those  which  were  closed. 
No  one  could  study  the  history  of  the 
conquest  of  Burmah  by  this  country 
without  being  forced  to  this  conclusion 
— that  the  same  influence  and  forces 
which  had  driven  the  Government  to 
Mandalay  would  not  permit  it  to  rest 
there;  but  these  same  influences  and 
forces  would  sooner  or  later  bring  us 
into  collision  with  the  Chinese  Empire. 
He  said  nothing  with  respect  to  the  com- 
plications looming  in  the  not  distant 
future  with  European  Powers.  Surely 
a  great  question,  so  vitally  afiecting  the 
interests  of  this  country,  ought  not  to 
be  withdrawn  from  the  consideration  of 
Parliament.  It  was  to  secure  this  that 
Section  55  of  the  Act  of  1858  was  passed. 
It  was  a  section  of  great  value  to  the 
Englisji  people;  and  to  the  Indian 
people  it  was  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance that  that  House  should  exercise  a 
jealous  guardianship  over  their  rights 
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and  intc^rotii.  The  Act  of  18o8,  and 
the  gninoas  IVoclamation  of  Hor  Ma- 
t«atT  in  the  sanio  joar,  woro  regarded 
lij  the  people  of  India  an  thoir  Mogna 
Ckmrim,  The  provitiions  of  that  Act  had 
Wea  Ttolated.  Ho,  therefore,  Ai>ked  th(> 
H«»uftrt  to  adopt  the  Amendment  he  now 
moToti,  in  order  to  maintain  the  law  and 
to  Tindirate  its  own  atatutorj  rights  and 
t^*nAtitutional  powers. 

Ma.  (\)NYBKARE  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  Wuc  end  of  tho  (>th  iMinigr.ii>h,  to  add  tin- 
li.-rii—**  Hul  tlii*  lI<'Us-«  humbly  ox {irt'Moa  to 
Ilif  i!i}t  •ly  thrir  r^'srrrt  that  tho  Ki*\rnuiii  of 
In  !i*  bare  K-  -n  Ap|*Ii«>«l  to  dcfniy  tho  rtnonw*<« 
«>f  th«»  mtlitery  o]M*ntii>nii  carriM  on  in  tho 
KimH'^m  of  Ava,  without  tho  rooftcnt  of  Par- 
•iimutt  ai  nHiuir«<(i  hv  *  Tlio  Uovommont  of 
lii.!.»  Art,  lh;,»/  ••— { j/r.  IIuHter,) 

Question  prop^&rd,  *' That  those  words 
I/O  there  adaed." 

Till  ATTOUNEY  OKXERAL  fSir 
liu  iiAan  WhitHTKa)  paid,  he  was  sure 
that  hon.  Members  would  be  glad  to 
wtlcome  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  North  Aberdeen  \^Mr.  Hunter)  as  a 
partiespator  in  their  debates.  Thert^ 
were  many  subj««€ts  on  which  tlie  g^nt 
•xperience  and  learning  of  the  hon.  and 
leameil  Member  would  bo  able  to  aMist 
the  Hoose ;  but  he  (the  Attorney  Ctene* 
ral  mast  ronf(*ss  he  was  sorry  that  it 
»h'iuld  have  fallen  t-)  the  lot  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  as  a  new  Member, 
to  move  the  present  Amendment;  be- 
cause he  the  Attorney  General)  would 
Ten  tun*  to  submit  that  the  hon.  and 
l«am«Hi  Member  had  somewhat  mis- 
aod«*rstfMMl  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  Act  of  18oH,  and  that,  under  existing 
eirromstaooee,  there  could  not  be  any 
sttbttantial  ground  for  the  Amendment 
He  th<«refore  pm{i4)^ed,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  to  deal  with  the  legal 
argument  whirh  the  hon.  and  learned 
tfcntleman  had  advanced,  and  then  toH%y 
a  w<ird  or  two  ui>on  tmn*  of  the  g(>neral 
conatderations  by  which  h(»  had  sup- 
mrti«i  his  Amendment.  The  hon.  and 
l«'sm«««i  Memb<>r  for  NoKh  Aberdeen 
had  been  arguing  before  the  House 
as  though,  by  the  action  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  it  had  already 
b^^en  decided  that  the  ex|M«ns<^<t  of 
the  operations,  the  reeponsihtlity  of 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  fully 
rf'cogmasd,  were  to'be  defrayed  out  of  the 
lUvennea  of  India.    Ue  (the  Attorney 


General)  begged  to  point  out  that  nothing 
of  the  kind  had  Doon  decided.  Tho 
question,  no  doubt,  might  be  raised,  as 
a  similar  question  was  raised  in  1878  by 
the  Motion  of  Mr.  Fawcott,  against 
charging  the  Bevenues  of  India  with  the 
exi>enses  of  tho  operations  in  Afghan* 
ifltan.  He  thought  a  few  minutes'  const* 
deration  would  show  hon.  Members,  even 
if  they  had  not  the  advantage  of  the  legal 
training  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  North  Aberdeen,  that  the  section  to 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had 
referred  imposed  certain  restrictions,  not 
one  of  which  had  been  in  any  way  neg- 
lected by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  had 
argued  as  though  it  were  unjuvtifiable  in 
the  Government  to  go  to  war  without  the 
previous  consent  of  Parliament.  Tho 
same  quention  was  raised  indirectly  in 
1878,  and  the  then  Attorney  (reneral 
(Sir  John  Holker)  showed  that  that  was 
by  no  means  a  correct  construction  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  The  question  was 
involved  in  the  terms  of  the  64th  seetion 
of  the  Act,  that  section  providing  that, 
when  an  order  was  sent  to  India  direct- 
ing tho  actual  commencement  of  hostili- 
ti(*s,  tho  fact  of  such  order  being  sent 
should  be  communicated  to  both  llousea 
of  Parliament  within  three  months,  if 
they  were  sitting,  and,  if  they  wore 
not,  within  one  month  after  the  next 
meeting  of  Parliament.  He  thought  he 
need  scarcely  point  out  that  two  alterna- 
tives wore  contemplated  by  the  section-^ 
the  commencement  of  war  at  a  time  when 
the  House  was  sitting,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  House  was  not  sitting.  In  the 
latter  contingency,  which  applied  to  the 
present  case,  the  responsibility  of  those 
who  undertook  the  operations  was  to 
communicate  the  fact  to  Parliament  one 
month  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
He  submitted,  therefore,  that  to  any- 
one who  was  capable  of  a]>pn'ciatittg 
the  plain  language  of  the  section,  it  ooula 
not  have  been  (viMied  witliout  it  being 
in  the  contemplation  of  those  who 
were  rseponsible  for  the  enactment 
that  war  might  be  declared  without 
the  consent  of  Parliament,  otherwise 
there  would  have  been  no  object  in  say- 
ing the  fact  should  be  communicated  to 
Parliament  within  a  month  after  iu  next 
meeting.  Passing  on  to  Section  66,  he 
submitted  that  it  provided  for  a  state 
of  things  not  within  the  purview  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member's  Amend- 
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ment.    It  enacted  tLat,  except  for  pre- 
venting: or  repelling  actual  invasion  of 
our  Indian  Possessions,  the  Bevenues  of 
India  should  not,  without  the  consent  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  be  appli- 
cable to  defray  the  expense  of  any  mili- 
tary operations  carried  on  boyond  the 
frontiers  of  such  Possessions.     The  state 
of  circumstances  contemplated   by  the 
section    was    the    preventing    or    the 
repelling  of  invasion ;    but    what  was 
the  case  which  was  to  depend  on  this 
state  of  circumstances  ?    It   was  whe- 
ther the  Hevenues  of  India  should  or 
shoidd  not  be  applicable  to  defray  the 
expense  of    military  operations.     The 
House  would  see,  therefore,  that  it  was 
not  a  question  of  whether  war  should 
be  undertaken  or  not.     The  hon.  and 
learned    Member,   no    doubt,  honestly 
wished  to  raise  a  great  question  ;  but  he 
(the  Attorney  General)  should  like  to 
point  out  that  the  question  whether  war 
should  be,  or  should  not  be,  commenced, 
and  whether  military  operations  should 
be  undertaken,  rested  with  the  Advisers 
of  Her  Majesty  at  the  time,  and  it  was 
not  a  question  of  previously  obtaining 
the  sanction  of  Parliament.     The  hon. 
and   learned  Member,   in  his  Amend- 
ment, which  expressed  the  regret  of  the 
House  that  the  Kevenues  of  India  were 
to   be  employed  in  the  operations  in 
Bunnah,   assumed  that    that   que&tion 
had   already    been    determined    which 
must  be  submitted  to  the  House ;   and 
if  he  chose,  when  the  dobnte  arose  on 
the  question  as   to  how   the   expenses 
were  to  be  defrayed,  ho  had  the  oppor- 
tunity  of    raising     any    objection    he 
thought  proper  as  to  the  course  of  action 
pursued  by  Iler  Majesty's  Government. 
But  he  (the  Attorney  General)  trusted 
that  he  had  shown  the  Iloune  that  the 
responsibility  of  beginning  the  military 
operations  was  to  bo  det<.'rmin<  <l  by  Her 
Majesty's  Advisors,  subject  to  t!io  con- 
dition that  certain  coinmunicatious  wore 
to  be  made  to  tho   Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, with  the  addition  that  the  qu('«- 
tion   as  to  how   such  expenses  should 
be  borne  should   be  gi>vemed    by  the 
derision  of   Parliament.     When  £e  re- 
membered   that    this   question    )>racti- 
cally  forme<l  the  subject   of  a  solemn 
debate  in  1878,  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  MemWr  for  Mid  Iy)thian 
''Mr.  Gladstone)  took   part,  and  wbi*n 
he  remembered  that  the  action  of  Her 
Majaaty'a  Gorcmment  on  that  occasion 

Tk$  AtUrme^  General 


was  supported  by  a  majority  of  1 10,  and 
that  it  did  not  please  the  Party  opposite 
to  alter  the  law  during  the  five  years 
they  had  been  in  Office,  he  ventured  to 
think  that  Her  Majesty's  present  Ad- 
visers would  have  been    shirking    re- 
sponsibility if  they  had  hesitated  to  act 
under  the  circumstances,  because  they 
were  afraid  that  some  such  Motion  as 
this  would  bo  brought  forward.     While 
tho    hon.    and  learned    Member    dis- 
claimed, at  the  beginning  of  his  speech, 
any  intention  to  call  in  question   the 
general  policy  of  tho  Government,  he 
had  thought  fit  to  make  certain  state- 
ments \rhicb,  if  they  remained  unan- 
swered, might  seem  to  lead  to  the  oon- 
clusion  that  the  Government  had  acted 
indiscreetly  or  improperly.     It  was  no 
part  of  his  (the  Attorney  Oenerers)  duty 
to  argue  whether  or  not  there  was  a 
sudden  or  urgent  necessity  in  this  case ; 
but  no  one  who  would  candidly  read  the 
contents  of  the  Blue  Book,  instead  of 
referring  to  letters  in  The  TimiS,  and 
other  newspapers,  which  did  not  appear 
in   it,   could  doubt  that  there  was   a 
sudden  and  urgent  necessity  which  jus* 
tifiod  the  action  of  the  Gt)vemment.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  spoken  of 
the  Bombay  and  Burmah  Corporation  as 
though  it  was  a  body  which  merely  had 
some  claim  against  the  Burmese  Go* 
vernment  which  might  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  arbitration.     For  20  years  the 
Bombay  and  Burmah  Corporation  had 
been    in    intimate    relations  with   the 
Burmese  Authorities.     The  dispute  be- 
gan by  suggestions  being  made  that  the 
Bombay  and  Burmah  Corporation  had 
bribed  the  present  Governor  of  the  Pro- 
vince of   Ninghyan,  with  a  very  largo 
bribe — namely,   six  lacs  of  rupees,  in 
order  to  cover  their  frauds.     I^pon  that 
suggestion  being  at  once  challenged  the 
Burmese  officials  shifted  their  ground, 
and  nllo;?ed  that  tho  Bombay  and  Bur- 
mah Corporation  had  not  paid  a  suffi- 
cient amount  under  the  leases  of  1880, 
and  that  they  had  defrauded  the  foresters 
who  had  been  in  their  employ.     He 
would  undertake  to  demonstrate  to  any 
hon.  Member  that  there  was  no  founda- 
tion for  either  of  those  charges.    When 
the  charges  were  made,  they  were  only 
supported  by  the   testimony  of  a  few 
discharged  eerrants,  or  of  persons  acting 
under  the  compulsion  of  the  Burmese 
Government.     The  Bombay  and  Bar> 
mah  Corporation  courted,  from  tlis  b#- 
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gioning,  a  thorough  invcstigntton  of 
the  charges  made  against  them ;  but 
ther  wi»ro  unable  to  secure  either  the 
•ab^taotiation  of  the  chargets  or  an  in- 
TC'ftigation.  Hut  the  matter  dirl  not, 
l»T  any  means,  ntop  there.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  referred  to  the 
qno^tion  as  a  more  money  doronnd, 
which  might  bo  mado  tho  8uhj*>ct  of 
arbitration,  or  an  action  for  daiuAgiM; 
but  there  were  oth«»r  connidorations.  In 
th«»  end  of  1882  and  the  beginning  of 
Ihh3,  a  new  lease  having  boon  arranged, 
the  roq>oration  paid  down  in  advanoo 
for  the  right  of  cutting  wood  in  the 
f«tr«*Ht«  no  lo^  than  four  and  a  half  lacH 
of  rupees.  Ho  wanted  the  Houso  to 
und'Tfitand  that  thU,  whi<*h  was  callod 
bv  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  a 
mon«*y  claim,  was  soro(*thing  which  wan 
alV;5«»|  by  the  Unnnojo  (Joremment  as 
having  happened  with  roforence  to 
timber  in  1H82.  Having  paid  that  largo 
o mount  in  advance,  this  Corporation 
had  other  v  m^idorations  which  ought 
to  have  influenced,  and  he  trusted  did 
influence,  their  minds.  Ther  had  in 
their  employ  several  thou<<and  persons, 
of  whom  no  Ioas  than  2.000  wore  British 
anbjocts ;  and  insti^ad  of  the  Governmont 
of  Barmah  simply  declining  to  accept 
the  proposals  for  arbitration,  or  saying 
that  some  other  tribunal  must  be  de- 
viled, whereby  the  nuestions  in  dispute 

<  )uld  be  d**termine<i,  on  the  24th  Sep- 
t'-ml'iT.  four  dars  aftor  tho  hon.  and 
l**araed  Member  had  told  tho  Ilou^e  tho 
dispute  might  have  been  amicably  hot* 
tM,  they  demanded  payment  of  23  lacs 
of  mpet^s  from  the  (?oq>oration  in  respect 
of  thoie  alb  g*«  1  broach<-^  On  the  2  Ith 
of  H««ptemb«»r  this  was  the  condition  of 
matt<*r»,  asstatty!  in  ateb'f^ram  from  the 
Bombay  and  Uurmah  Corj)oration — 

**  nqns<«**  ••Mif'M  in-*:*!  <>n  •'••ppinic  tho 
raft*.  O'ltvitkttjintin?  U*<«  «>rl>  r<  of  tho  <f'>v«'r« 
r.  "T  ol  Niiurhvtn.  II"  hi*  ii«>  (fiwcr  to  cof<>rrf> 
Kit  otiirrt.     S>Mjir«   K«rc  lin<(l  on  ai  x-nl  nf 

<  ar  rslta.  lUftAn.<  a  an*  fri,;ht«  n<**i,  hxy**  Im<  n 
-rmtfvl,  sni  (lUt  lo  Ox*'  tt  «  kt  by  tol'htn.*' 

There  were  Tarious  degrees  of  opinion 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  (}ovf*rn- 
m<»ots  ought  to  forbear ;  but  it  seemed 
ti  him  I'the  Attorney  Ueneral  that 
Hor  Maj«*«ty*s  Govcmm«»nt  had  some 
duly  to  perform  towards  the  3,000 
British  tobjeota  who  were  io  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Bombay  and  Barmah  Cor- 
Twmlioa.  The  hoo.  and  learned  Mem* 
bar    voold    have    a    fniihar    oppor- 


tunity of  criticizing  the  conduct  of 
the  Government ;  but  he  (the  Attorney 
(tenoral  submitted  that  that  conduct 
was  not  to  be  critici/.ed  by  a  side  wind, 
on  a  Motion  made  by  way  of  suggestion 
that  some  condition  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment had  not  been  fulfillod  before  the 
operations  began.  He  only  desired  to 
add  that,  having  given  his  cnruful  con- 
Rideration  to  the  matter,  and  looking  at 
it  not  only  as  a  lawyer,  but  aU o  with  the 
f>bject  of  finding  out  which  side  was  in 
the  right,  so  far  as  ho  had  been  able  to 
form  an  opinion,  ho  had  come  to  the 
distinct  conclusion  that  there  was  no 
fonndaticm  whatever  for  the  charges 
made  against  the  Company,  and  that 
those  who  represented  Hurmah,  know- 
ing thoy  were  in  tho  wrong,  were  at 
once  proceeding  to  enforce  their  un- 
righteous and  improper  demands  by 
force,  which  Her  Majesty's  Goremmont 
could  not  allow  to  pass  unnoticed.  The 
general  policy  of  tlie  Govommont  in 
matters  of  this  kind  reAttnl  in  far  wiser 
hands  than  his ;  but  it  was  well  known 
that  prompt  action  in  these  matters  did 
not,  as  a  rale,  lead  to  prejudicial  results. 
They  knew  porfectly  woU  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  few  hundroils  might  pro- 
vent  tho  ultimate  loss  of  thousands,  and 
that  the  expenditure  of  a  few  thousands 
might  prevent  the  ultimate  loss  of  tens  of 
thousands ;  and  when  it  was  suggested 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  ought 
to  have  btayed  their  hands  before  they 
undertook  the  responsibility  of  theso 
operations,  hoTcnturod  te  point  out  that 
they  were  inviting  criticism,  because 
the  question  of  how  this  expenditure 
was  to  be  met  was  fitill  open  ;  and, 
in  his  opinion,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  have  boon  entirely  want- 
ing in  their  duty  to  the  country  and 
the  first  principles  of  govommeut  if, 
having  made  up  their  minds  that 
thor«»  was  a  case  for  prompt  and  ener- 
getio  action,  and  in  view  of  the  inter- 
pretation  of  the  law  for  which  they 
contended,  they  had  delayed  to  under- 
take these  operations. 

Mr.  (fLADSTOXE:  Like  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  ju&t 
sat  down,  I  do  not  feel  it  necessary  to 
enter  at  any  very  great  length  into  tho 
ijuestioo  that  has  been  raiftod  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Mover  of  this  Amend- 
ment. But  I  must  say,  in  pacing,  that 
this  being  the  first  opportunity  we  have 
had  of  kaarijig  the  hon.  and  learned 
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MoTer,  I  have  llsteQed,  in  two  roBpects, 
witli  groat  pleasure  to  his  Bpcech.  I 
thought  the  general  principles  he  pro- 
pounded were  eminently  sound;  and 
otherwise  he  appeared  to  be  a  Gentle- 
man who,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
proved  to  us,  in  the  mobt  satisfactory 
manner,  his  power  to  bear  a  very  useful 
and  distinguished  part  in  the  discussions 
of  this  House.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  the  Mover  of  the  Amendment 
is,  in  this  respect,  I  think,  unfortunate 
— that  the  Amendment  he  has  moved 
does  not  cover  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
ground  he  undoubtedly  occupied  in  his 
speech.  The  Amendment  only  raises 
the  question— one  of  grave  importance, 
no  doubt,  but  still  the  comparatively 
narrow  question — of  who  is  to  meet  the 
expenses  that  have  been  incurred  ?  But 
a  considerable  portion  of  his  speech  un- 
doubtedly touched  what  is  a  deeper 
matter — namely,  the  merits  of  the  con- 
duct of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  very  important  matter.  I  would 
keep  those  two  questions  entirely  dis- 
tinct. The  Attorney  General,  I  am 
bound  to  say,  has  kept  them  entirely 
distinct.  But,  before  referring  to  either 
of  them,  I  must  undertake  to  point  out 
to  the  Attorney  General  that  there  is  a 
|)alpable  error  in  the  proposition  with 
which  he  concluded  his  speech,  because 
he  contended  that  the  Parliament  of 
1878  passed  a  direct  judgment  upon  this 
question.  I,  without  hesitation,  say  that 
this  is  an  entire  mistake.  I  quite  agree 
that  the  argument  was  made,  and  made 
with  great  decision,  certainly  by  myself, 
with  regard  to  the  construction  of  the 
Act.  I  quite  admit  that  the  whole  tone 
and  temper  of  that  Parliament  was  en- 
tirely the  opposite  to  our  contentions  on 
that  and  on  other  matters  which  have 
been  since  dealt  with  in  a  somewhat 
dilFeront  way.  The  i^ue  was  not  raised 
on  the  ^lotion,  and  no  decision  was 
given  by  the  Parliament,  directly  or  in- 
directly, upon  the  construction  of  the 
Act.  With  regard  to  the  t econd  part  of 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, and  which  touched  the  same 
subject-matter  as  the  second  portion  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Mover's  speech,  I 
agree  undoubtedly  with  the  hon.  and 
leained  Gentleman  to  this  extent — and 
it  is  a  very  important  agreement— that 
I  do  not  think  the  House  is  at  this  mo* 
mont  in  a  condition — even  if  the  ques- 
tton  had  been  raised  by  the  Ameudmonti 
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and  it  has  not  been — to  pronounce  that 
there  was  no  sudden  or  urgent  necessity 
in  the  condition  of  things  in  Burmah 
which  led  to  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  If  there  was  a  sudden 
and  emergent  necessity,  then,  by  the 
confession  of  all  parties,  it  was  open  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  proceed 
without  obtaining  the  prior  assent  of 
Parliament  to  the  emplojment  of  Indian 
Forces,  or  to  creating  a  charge  upon 
Indian  Bevenues.  In  other  times  it 
has  been  in  this  condition — that  ques- 
tions of  the  most  vital  importance- 
questions  of  war,  of  conquest,  far  larger 
in  their  character  even  than  this — were 
decided  without  the  smallest  hope  or 
possibility  that  Parliament  would  exer- 
cise any  control  over  them  whatever.  In 
this  instance,  I  think  I  need  only  say 
that,  as  regards  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  keep  my  mind  entirely  open.  I 
noticed  on  a  former  night  a  sentence 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  not 
because  I  thought  it  conveyed  a  doc- 
trine in  distinct  and  intelligible  terms, 
but  because  I  thought  it  somewhat 
more  savoured  of  a  doctrine  that  this 
House  ought  to  watch  with  considerable 
jealousy  and  reserve — namely,  the  doc- 
trine that  a  civil  wrong  inflicted  on  Bri- 
tish subjects  constitutes  a  case  on  account 
of  which  we  are  to  go  to  war.  It  is  a 
very  large  and  a  very  grave  question.  I 
am  far  from  denying  tbat  the  right  of 
going  to  war  may  arise  upon  it;  but  the 
general  proposition  that  warlike  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  undertaken  upon  that 
ground  is  a  proposition  which  we  ought 
to  hesitate,  I  think,  to  inscribe  among 
our  political  axioms.  The  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  I  may  say, 
on  this  port  of  the  question,  I  thought, 
was  open  to  some  exception ;  because  be 
argued  this  war  as  though  it  had  grown 
entirely  out  of  the  relations  of  the  trading 
Company  and  the  Burmese  Government. 
Tiiere  is  no  doubt  that  much  more  was 
involved  than  the  question  between  the 
Company  and  the  Bur  mere  Government; 
and  though  I  do  not  deny  that  there  is 
force  in  the  plea  that  the  conditions  and 
interests  of  the  2,000  persons  employed 
by  the  Company  were  matters  for  oon- 
sideration,  yet  I  think  if  there  is  to  be 
an  ultimate  defence  and  justification  of 
the  conduct  of  Her  Majesty's  (}ovem- 
ment  with  respect  to  making  war  and  the 
annexation  of  Burmah — ^and  at  present 
I  do  not  say  whether  there  will  or  will 
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not  be  such  a  jasti6oation — that  it  oer- 
taiiily  munt  be  drawn  fram  broader  and 
<I«««per  considorationa  than  tho  mere  re- 
latione of  a  Company  with  the  Burmese 
IroTemment.  1  do  not  know  th<>  hon. 
and  learned  Menifier*s  intention  :  but  I 
doubt  whether  the  Houao  will  appron  4i 
this  qufttion  Mitisfactorilj  by  any  divi* 
liion  on  the  Amendment  now  before  un. 
In  asking  the  Iloust^  to  assent  to  this 
outlay •  the  (Jovemraent  will  have  to 
make  a  Motion,  which  will  afford  ample 
and  legitimate  opportunity  for  consider- 
ing the  nneetion  of  the  liability  of  the 
Indian  Revenues ;  and  with  respect  to 
the  matter  which  confttituted  so  great  a 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  >[over  of  the 
Amendment,  and  which  was  not  touched 
by  the  Amendment  it  self.  I  venture  to 
hope  that  the  House  will  not  be  called 
to  decide  anything  by  voting  upon  the 
Amendment.  I  muHt  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  more  leg^  and  professional 
I»>rtion  of  the  speech  of  the  Attorney 
ifeneral.  lie  hss  stated  his  views  to- 
nightv  as  he  has  done  during  his  short 
esp«*rienco  in  this  Uouse,  with  great 
deameea  and  force  ;  and  he  has  referred 
to  the  argument  made  use  of  by  the  late 
Sir  John  Holker  when  he  so  honourably 
filled  the  position  now  occupied  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  Though  I 
dttfered  much  from  Sir  John  Holker  in 
p  »liticR,  this  I  will  »ny^ that  I  appro- 
(taisd  and  admired  hislegsl  knowledge. 
1  never  heard  a  legsl  argument  from  Sir 
John  Holker,  whether  I  8gree<l  with 
him  or  not,  without  great  plessure  and 
admiration  for  the  masti^rly  way  in  which 
he  handled  his  nubject.  Therefore,  I  do 
not  appn»ach  this  subj(M?t  under  pre- 
j'ldicM.  Hut  I  must  give  fair  notice 
ti>  the  hon.  and  learned  (Gentleman 
that  I  am  pn*nand  to  contei^t  to  the 
uttermoftt  his  legal  d<  ctnne  as  to  the 
r  mstruf  ti<m  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 
Th<*  doctrine  was  advanred — I  do  not 
lik««  to  use  the  word  extravagant — but 
in  the  most  advanced  form  it  was  capable 
cf  asenming  by  the  Karl  of  Idde(»l(>igh; 
and,  if  I  remember  hi««  contention*  he 
argued  thus :  — He  said  there  is  nothing 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  prevent  the 
advaaoa  of  the  money  from  the  Indian 
Trsamry;  and  if  Parliament  subse- 
q  neatly  determinea  that  those  advancen 
»ha)l  be  repaid,  and  the  charge  shall  be 
finally  bone  by  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
ihmm  the  Act  of  Pariiament  has  been 
satiified.    That  I  alan  nndarrtand  to  be 


the  contention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
(rentleman.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
(iontleman  had  sat  as  long  as  I  havo  sat 
in  this  House  during  a  multitude  of 
Indian  wnrs^ during  the  first  Afghan 
War,  during  the  S  -indo  War,  during  the 
Periiian  War — [General  Sir  Gkobcik 
BALFt>rR :  And"  the  Chinese  Wars.] 
Well,  the  Chinese  wars  are  a  verv  pain- 
ful subject.  As  far  as  my  recollection 
goes,  I  do  not  know  that  those  wars 
rsised  this  particular  question.  My 
r(H*olhH:tion  rather  is  that  in  the  case  of 
the  gfreater  of  these  conflicts,  in  the 
Chinese  War  of  1839,  we  had  a  per- 
fectly free  hand,  and  wore  able  to  pass 
judgment  upon  the  question,  irre- 
spective of  any  financial  embarrass- 
ment. But  in  these  caves  to  which  I 
have  referred^ and,  perhaps,  the  list 
of  them  could  be  enlarged  —  what 
Parliament,  and  what  successive  Parlia- 
ments, felt  was  that  they  were  reduced 
to  a  state  of  absolute  imjiotence.  The 
question  came  b<'fore  them  simply  as  a 
question  of  censure  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  no  other  practical  shape. 
The  clause  of  the  Indian  Government 
Act  of  1858  was  intended  to  provide  an 
eifectual  remedy  for  that  mischief.  Not 
in  every  case.  That  clause  was  much 
eonf  idered — I  do  not  say  it  was  much  de- 
bated in  this  House.  It  was  intended  to 
provide  a  remedy  ;  but  not  in  every  case. 
It  was  generally  felt  that  where  there 
was  actual  or  meditated  invasion,  there 
you  must  be  content  to  take  the  risks  of 
(■ompromising  the  authotity  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  leaving  the  Indian  subject 
practically  without  remedy.  It  was  felt 
that  the  excention  of  invasion  was  not 
wide  enough,  but  that  another  exception 
Hhf)uld  be  introduccil,  and  that  was  tho 
case  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity. 
The^e  were  words  which,  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  might  be  elantio  words; 
but,  nevertheN  ^\  it  was  necessary,  un- 
doubtedly, to  have  a  provision  of  that 
kind  in  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  and  so 
far  I  admit  that  it  is  not  possible  for  us 
to  exercise  any  previous  control.  But  I 
affirm,  in  the  boldest  and  most  confident 
manner,  that  the  purpose  of  Parliament 
was,  setting  aside  the  case  of  invasion, 
and  the  case  of  sudden  and  urgent  necea- 
f>ity,  to  provide  a  prior  control  for  Par- 
liament in  questions  of  this  kind.  What 
is  the  contention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  f  His  contention  ia  that  the 
whole  object  of  the  dauae  waa  to  reaerve 
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tbo  question,  who  is  to  pay  ?  Then,  I 
can  only  say,  most  deplorable  is  the 
poi»itioD,   not  only  of   the  Indian  tax- 

iiayors,  but  of  the  Britisli  taxpayers  also. 
3ecauso,  according  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  how  stand  the  British 
taxpayers  ?  In  respect  of  wars  and  like 
operations  conducted  in  all  other  parts  of 
the  globe,  we  have  a  tolerably  otfcctive 
cDntrol.  I  will  not  go  now  into  the 
technical  question ;  but,  on  the  whole,  it 
is  well  known  that,  although  the  pre- 
rogative of  making  peace  or  war  is  in 
the  hands  of  Iler  Majesty,  yet  the  wars 
made  by  this  country  are  generally, 
through  the  privileges  and  rights  of  this 
House,  practically  under  an  effective 
prior  control.  But  how  stand  we  under 
the  doctrine  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  in  regard  to  these  wars  that 
can  be  made  by  the  Indian  Army?  Under 
that  doctrine  we  have  no  control  what- 
ever in  regard  to  these  wars. 

The  ATTOKNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
BicHABD  Webster)  :  Yes ;  we  have. 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  What  control 
have  we,  then?  Parliament  usually 
prorogues  at  the  end  of  July,  and  meets 
again  six  months  after.  The  Indian 
Forces  may  be  operating  to  any  extent 
during  the  whole  of  that  period;  and 
then  there  is  nothing  for  the  House  of 
Commons  to  do  but  to  say  in  the  subse- 
quent Session  whether  they  will  or  will 
not  pay  the  bill.  Under  those  circum- 
staaecs,  I  say  that  we  have  no  Parliamen- 
tary control  whatever  over  these  wars. 
Wo  have  no  power  remaining,  except  to 
condemn  the  Government.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  may  say  that  I  have 
not  been  complimentary  in  my  remarks 
to  the  Parliament  of  1878;  but  he,  in 
his  observations,  has  been  most  uncom- 
plimentary to  the  Parliament  of  1858, 
and  the  Government  of  1808,  and,  I 
may  say,  to  a  series  of  Parliaments 
whi'-h  have  groaned  und(T  the  state  of 
things  that  previously  existed  with  re- 
gard to  wars  made  from  ludla,  and  by 
nieaus  of  the  Indian  Army.  Well,  Sir, 
I  would  remind  tlie  hon.  and  learned 
Gcntlr3ian  of  what  were  the  sensations 
in  tliis  c^'untry  produced  by  the  lir-jt 
Afghan  War.  lie  may  remember  that 
such  was  the  b«  lief  in  the  responsibility, 
in  the  error,  and  perhaps  almost  in  the 
crime,  of  that  war— Huch  was  the  uni- 
versal sentiment  of  public  opinion  in 
respect  to  it,  and,  at  the  Aame  time,  the 
•entiment  of  the  perfect  helplessnesa  of 
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this  House  and  this  Gk>vernment  in  pre- 
venting a  repetition  of  such  things,  that 
Mr.  Hoebuck,  in  1843,  under  the  Go- 
vernment  of  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  made  a 
Motion  to  inflict  retrospectively  the 
severe  censure  of  this  House  upon  a 
Government  that  had  been  out  of 
Oflice  for  two  or  three  years;  and  it 
was  only  with  difficulty  that  Sir  Bobert 
Peel,  exercising  all  the  skill  and  in- 
fluence he  possessed,  could  restrain  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  the  large  ma- 
jority that  confided  in  him  at  that  period, 
from  pronouncing  that  censure.  I  do 
not  wish  to  go  further  at  this  moment ; 
or  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament ;  but  I  think  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  himself  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  say  that  if  bis  construction 
of  this  Act  is  right  our  position  is  this — 
Dividing  the  word  geographically  into 
those  regions  which  are  accessible  to 
the  Indian  Army  and  those  regions 
which  are  not.  Parliament  can  control 
the  military  action  of  the  Advisers  of 
the  Crown  in  the  regions  which  are  not 
accessible  to  the  Indian  Army.  But 
with  respect  to  those  which  are  acces- 
sible, the  Government  are  under  no  ne- 
cessity or  occasion  whatever  to  come  to 
this  House  for  prior  sanction — they  can 
operate  through  the  Indian  Army,  and 
then  content  themselves  with  presenting 
to  us  the  bill  after  the  whole  matter  is 
at  an  end.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman proposes,  by  his  construction  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  to  convict  the 
Parliament  of  18o8,  and  all  those  who 
had  to  do  with  it  then,  of  the  crime  of 
what  I  should  call  political  idiotcy. 
[**Hear,  hear  I"  and  hughier,]  I  was 
obliged  to  say  as  much  as  this ;  because 
the  general  question  involved  is  one  of 
extreme  importance.  It  ia  not  now  legi- 
timately before  us  in  connection  with 
the  present  state  of  things.  What  is 
the  present  state  of  things  if  The  noble 
Lord  ,  Lord  liandolph  Churchill)  may 
undoubtedly,  three  or  four  weeks  hence, 
if  he  thinks  fit,  raise  the  doctrine  of 
1878  in  its  full  bread th~  namely,  that 
the  Act  of  Parliament  does  not  touch  a 
case  in  which  India  pays,  provided  that 
she  is  subsequently  repaid.  That  is  the 
high  doctrine  on  the  subject.  But  when- 
ever that  high  doctrine  is  broached,  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  shall  bo  bound 
to  meet  and  contest  it.  Then  the  noble 
Lord  may  have  it  open  to  him — and 
I  hope  he  will  take  duit  oooxse — to  paaa 
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hj  that  high  doctrine  altogether.  If 
there  were  a  saddon  urgent  noccMity, 
then  ho  would  not  rt^ciuiro  that  doHrint* 
At  all.  I  know  not  which  pica  will  be 
rmieed ;  but  when  tho  proper  time  comes 
undoubtedly  we  ahali  sec.  I  Itavo  my 
mind  entiroly  oi>en  and  unpn*judirod 
with  rei«peot'to  this  cnae,  which  involves 
man^  oonsidorations  of  great  difficulty 
and  importance.  I  hold  the  construction 
of  the  Act  of  Porliamont  to  be  not  only 
clear,  but  to  be  of  vital  moment  to  tho 

Ereeerration  of  the  IMvile^os  of  this 
[ottse.  I  hope  that  on  tho  merits  of 
the  qaeetion  we  may  not  be  driven  to  a 
division  at  present,  especially  on  a  Mo* 
tion  which  would  but  imperfectly  ez« 
press  ila  own  purpose,  and  on  which 
we  should  vote  with  rery  imperfect 
knowledge. 

TiiK  SKCHETARY  of  STATE  fou 
INDIA  I/>rd  KANiMiLrn  Chuucuill}: 
1  imagine  that  the  Uouko  will  be  in- 
clintMl  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  rif^ht 
li'in.  (lontleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
I>»lhian  ^Mr.  Gladstones  and  will  for* 
b«>ar  dincussing  the  general  policy  in- 
%  olved  in  the  war  with  Burmah,  and  the 
anneaation  of  that  territory  to  the  I>o- 
luinions  of  the  Crown.  I  imagine, 
moriover,  that  that  course  will  be  agree- 
able to  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way, and  possibly  to  the  hon.  and  leam<*d 
<H'ntleman  who  moved  this  Amendment, 
r «  he  is  now  aware  that  it  will  be  my 
duty  und«<r  the  A(*t  of  Parliament,  within 
a  month  from  the  first  day  of  the  m«'ct- 
ing  of  rorliament,  to  place  before  the 
Honee  a  formal  Uenolutitm  sanctioning 
the  war  by  anthoriidng  the  payment  of 
the  «*xi>en*«*s  caused  by  it  out  of  the  He- 
vcnot'^  of  India.  A  lo|(itimate  and  a 
m'>re  convenient  ocimmod  for  debate  will 
tlii*n  arife.  And  I  am  the  mure  con- 
liime^l  in  that  opinion  frt>iii  tin*  speech 
•*f  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  hiiu- 
»<*f;  iM^iAure  I  am  cnnvinctHl  that  if 
ti»<  rit  is  one  (|tinrti*r  of  information  to 
whtrh  he  ba«  not  f;>ne.  and  to  which  hi* 

0  i/ht  to  g^i«  it  is  the  othfinl  lUuo  liook, 
aod  th>»  further  r**'  ord  which  has  been 
placed  before  th<«  House  by  the  ttovem- 
mettL  It  is  obvious  that  the  hon.  and 
1-araed  t^ntleman,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  has  not  been  disposed  even  to 
conanll  that  Bine  IkM»k,  or,  if  he  has  eon- 
«lllt^d  it,  he  evidently  is  not  disponed  to 
niaee  the  slightest  reliance  upon  it ;  but 

1  believe  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen* 
tleoMB  hat  not  aliidied  it.     I  am  not 


surprised  at  this,  because  the  time  that 
has  elapsed  since  it  was  laid  before  tho 
IIouso  has  been  so  short  That  being 
s),  I  shall  confine  my  remarkH  within  a 
very  brief  compass,  if  the  House  will 
kiudly  grant  mo  itn  indulgence.  I  wish 
to  support,  as  far  as  I  can,  every  word 
which  fell  from  the  Attorney  General, 
and  with  p'eat  rcnpect,  but  at  tho  same 
time  with  perfect  conviction,  to  contest 
every  word  which  has  fallen  from  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  L<>ader  of  tho 
Opposition.  I  think  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  the  House  that,  in  support  of  my 
assertion,  I  can  call  to  witness  acta  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  and 
very  recent  acts.  Tho  right  hon.  Gen* 
tloman  has  advised  me  to  avoid  basing 
tho  action  of  tho  (lovernment  upon  what 
he  calls  tho  high  doctrine,  that  the 
proper  interpretation  of  the  Statute  is 
the  one  placed  upon  it  by  the  Attorney 
General — namely,  that  the  Government, 
the  Crown,  and  tho  Ministers  of  the 
Crown,  have  the  undoubted  right  to  de- 
clare war,  to  initiate  hostile  proceedings, 
without  the  prior  sanction  of  Parliament, 
whether  by  the  Indian  Army  or  tho 
Forces  of  the  Crown.  That  was  tho 
doctrine  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  I 
believe  it  to  be  the  Constitutional  doc- 
trine. In  the  case  of  making  war  by  tho 
British  Forces  in  Europe,  obviously  tho 
power  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  revy 
great;  bi^caune,  within  almost  a  few 
ht>urs  of  acts  which  lead  to  hostilitit^ 
being  done,  the  Government  is  bound  to 
come  to  Parliament  for  a  Vote  of  Credit, 
and  Parliament  has  at  once  the  power 
to  arrest  proceedings  by  refusing  the 
credit.  There fi>re,  there  is  no  helpless* 
ue*«i  whatever  of  the  House  of  Commona 
as  far  as  hoHiilities  in  Europo  by  British 
Forces  are  concerned.  But  the  right 
hon.  (M*ntleman  said  that  the  House  of 
Commons  is  perfectly  helpless,  if  our 
contention  of  the  interpretation  of  tho 
Statu t*^  is  right,  in  tho  event  of  war 
being  made  by  Her  ^Injesty's  Indian 
Forces.  In  the  first  place.  I  venture  to 
deny  altogether  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  helplesH,  even  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  right;  because  the  rery 
remarkable  illustration  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  of  the  action  of 
Mr.  Boebnrk  proves  that  the  Housi*  of 

I  Commons  is  not  helpless.     [An  hon. 

;  MEMiica:  Two  jears  after.l  Well,  if 
the  House  of  Commona  could,  on  the 
Motion  of  Mr.  lioebnck  two  or  three 
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years  after  the  occurrence,  when  another 
Government  was  in  Office,  take  hostile 
action,  that  would  almost  have  amounted 
to  an  impeachment  of  the  servants  of  the 
Crown  wlio  were  responsible  for  the 
cour.so  pursued ;  and  if  it  rerjuired  all  the 
power  and  influence  of  Sir  llobert  Peel 
to  restrain  the  House  of  Commons  from 
taking  that  action,  how  can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  contend  that  the  House 
of  Commons  is  perfectly  helpless  with  re- 
gard to  the  present  Burmese  AN^ar,  either 
as  regards  censuriu<?  the  Government, 
evacuating  the  country,  or  sanctioning 
the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  war 
out  of  the  Eovenues  of  this  country? 
The  House  of  Commons  can  censure 
Her  !Majesty*s  Government,  if  it  should 
be  of  opinion  that  its  action  in  this  mat- 
ter has  been  immoral  or  wicked,  and  it 
can  evacuate  the  country  and  replace 
King  Theebaw  on  his  Throne.  The 
House  of  Commons  can  direct  that  the 
Bevenue  of  this  country  should  boar  the 
charge,  and  not  the  Indian  lievenue. 
There  is  only  one  thing  which  the  House 
of  Commons  cannot  do.  It  cannot  go 
back  upon  the  action  which  the  Crown, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  Prerogative  on  the 
responsibility  of  the  Advisers  of  the 
Crown,  has  committed.  It  cannot  pre- 
vent the  expenditure  from  having  been 
incurred.  [^Laughfer,']  Hon.  Gentlemen 
who  laugh  do  not  understand  my  con- 
tention, and  I  do  not  think  they  will 
laugh  so  loudly  when  they  find  that  the 
very  action  I  am  contending  for  is  within 
the  power  of  the  Crown  ;  and  the  action 
which,  as  I  am  contending,  is  within 
the  power  of  the  Crown  was  actually 
performed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  the  late  (rovernment.  The  contention 
of  the  right  hon.  (fontleman  is  that  it  is 
not  enough  that  Parliament  should  be 
able  to  say  afterwards  whether  Indian 
Kovenuo  should  be  expended  or  not. 
That,  he  siys,  is  mit  the  construction 
of  the  {statute;  the  construction  of  the 
Stat'ito  is,  that  th'^  Government  intend- 
ing to  f>pend  In«lian  He  venue  or  British 
ICcvenuemuHt  ol>tain  the  consent  ofPar- 
li.uncnt  before  a  single  Bhilltngof  Indian 
K«'venue  ran  bo  expenb'd.  Now,  ns  a 
matter  of  fart,  that  conMruction  has 
flfver  be«*n  ahipted  by  any  Government, 
Conservative  or  Liberal.  I  take  the 
cane  of  the  third  China  War  of  1859 ; 
and  I  am  under  the  impri^ssion  that  at 
that  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
a  teat  in  the  Goyemoient.    I  find  that 
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the  order  for  Indian  troops  to  take  part 
in  that  war  was  issued  in  September, 
1859  ;  and,  of  course,  the  cost  of  the 
Expedition  from  India  was  defrayed  out 
of  Indian  Revenue.  More  than  that, 
although  certain  portions  of  the  extra* 
ordinary  charge  were  paid  out  of  Im- 
perial Revenue,  the  ordinary  charge 
was  paid  out  of  Indian  Herenue.  The 
expenditure  began  in  September,  1869, 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a 
Member  of  the  Government,  and  no 
Vote  of  Credit  was  taken  from  the 
House  of  Commons  till  March  16,  18G0 
— five  months  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war.  Now,  why  do  not  hon .  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  laugh  ?  However,  I  am 
not  going  to  rest  on  1 859,  the  evil  days 
before  the  great  Reform  Bill,  when  the 
majesty  of  the  people  was  not  repre- 
sented in  this  House.  So  I  will  tako 
another  case—that  of  the  Abyssinian 
War.  The  order  for  Indian  troops  to 
take  part  in  that  war  was  issued  from 
this  country  in  August,  1867,  a  Conser- 
vative Government  being  then  in  Office; 
and  the  Resolution  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  Indian  Revenue  towards  tho 
expenses  of  that  war  was  not  brought 
before  tho  House  of  Commons  till  No- 
vember 28,  1807 — four  months  after- 
wards. Therefore,  the  Conservative 
record  is  a  little  better  than  the  Liberal 
record.  Then  I  come  to  the  Afghan 
War  of  1878.  An  order  went  for  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  on  Novem- 
ber 21,  1878,  and  the  Resolution  sanc- 
tioning the  payment  of  the  expenses  out 
of  Indian  Revenue  was  brought  forward 
in  December,  1878— the  Government,  if 
I  recollect  aright,  summoning  a  special 
Autumn  Session  of  Parliament  to  sane* 
tion  that  war.  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the 
recent  Administration  of  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  It  was  the  unhappy  lot  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  conduct 
more  than  one  ''military  operation;" 
and  in  one  of  these  ''  military  opera- 
tions "  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
Colleagues  very  properly  decided  that 
Indian  troops  should  near  a  useful  part, 
and  that  in  the  security  and  independ- 
ence of  Ep'jpt  the  interests  of  India  were 
very  clowly  concerned.  So  Indian  troopa 
were  ordered  to  take  part  in  the  Egyp- 
tian Expedition  of  lss2.  Orders  were 
sent  from  tho  India  Office  on  July  24  ; 
and  here  I  will  admit  that  the  Govern- 
ment acted  with  immense  promptitude, 
and  only  the  most  microsoopie  critieiam 
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vbkh  iag^nuitjr  oould  devise  can  be 
pawed  onon  their  oonduot;  but,  neyer- 
tbeleee,  Uiej  broke  the  law.  [A  Uugk,] 
I  am  not  contending  that  thoy  broke  the 
lav;  I  am  contendin((  that  the  right 
h<»tt.  Grntleman  opposite  ctm tends  that 
th<*y  broke  tlie  law.  Well,  orders  had 
)>«en  tent  on  the  24th  of  July,  prepara- 
tions for  thoee  orders  had  been  Roiog 
(  n  for  some  days  beforehand,  and  con* 
Mderable  expenditure  had  attually  been 
iDrurr<>d  in  India;  but  the  sanction  of 
rnrliament  was  not  taken  till  the  27th 
<f  July.  [Mr.  Olai>htonk:  Hear,  hoar!] 
What  about  the  contention  of  the  right 
Hon.  Gentleman  ?  How  about  the  help- 
l«^sneee  of  Parliament?  The  money 
had  been  spent  in  India,  and  Parlia- 
ment was  utu»rly  helpless  to  prevent  itB 
l>eing  so  spent.  What,  then,  is  the  con- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ? 
Kith<^  it  is  that  the  prior  sanction  of 
I*arliament  mu»t  be  oDtained  before  a 
»ingh*  shilling  is  expended — 

Ma.  GLAI )ST( )XE :  <*  Before  a  single 
shilling  is  expended  "  are  not  my  woHs 
at  all.  I  know  too  well  the  uniform 
practice  to  which  the  Britii^h  Votes  and 
•  yvrj  other  Vote  is  subjiH^t. 

I>»ai>  KANDOLPH  CHURCniLL: 
I  beg  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
fiardon.  I  understood  him  to  argue 
t^%itm  ttrh%$  from  his  contention  of 
1*^78;  and  if  he  will  refer  to  Hansard 
he  will  fiod  that  he  courtrued  the 
word  '*  defray "  as  containing  and 
mi<aning  the  issue  of  money ;  and  for 
the  issue  of  money  he  contended  that 
the  prior  sanction  of  Parliament  was 
neceasary.  But  there  I  admit  that  only 
a  rety  fine-drawn  criticism  can  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
should  not  have  thought  of  making  such 
a  crittctsm  had  it  not  been  for  the  tre- 
moadoualT  high* flown  doctrine  which 
th«>  right  hon.  Gentleman  laid  down.  It 
it  obTtoos  that  the  period  of  time,  small 

as  it  was— three  dart— was  a  fatal  flaw 

• 

in  tha  nriue  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Howerer,  I  come  to  a  case  far  more 
ftlaringy  which  utteriy  d(*stroys  the  p'  hi- 
tioa  taken  up  by  the  right  hon.  Gcn- 
tii»man.  I  come  to  the  »e<  ond  Egrptian 
War— *theSuakin  Expedition — and  X\u*ro 
I  haT«  been  able  to  ascertain  from  the 
India  Ofllce  exactly  the  amount  of  money 
which  was  spent  Wfore  Parliament  was 
asked  to  vote  one  shilling,  i  >rders  were 
seat  &om  the  India  Office  for  Indian 
Iroopa  to  go  to  Soakia  on  the  8th  of 


February,  1885,  and  the  sanction  of 
Parliament  in  the  form  of  a  Eesolution 
was  not  demanded  until  the  5  th  of  March 
— a  whole  month  nearly.  What  becomes 
of  the  prior  sanction  of  Parliament  now  ? 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  care 
to  know — because,  of  course,  his  atten* 
tion  was  so  taken  up  with  the  general 
conduct  of  the  Goyeromcnt  that  pro- 
bably he  does  not  know  the  detailn  of  the 
expenditure  conntM^tcd  with  K^ypt — 
i::$oO,000  of  Indian  money  was  disbursed 
before  the  sanction  of  Parliament  autho* 
rized  the  expenditure.  It  was  expended 
between  the  8th  of  February  and  the 
5th  of  March.  Now,  see  to  what  lengths 
the  Expedition  had  gone  before  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  was  obtained. 
The  whole  force  had  been  embarked, 
and  was  aboard  the  transport.  They 
could  not  possibly  haYO  prerented  that 
force  from  bfiug  embarked,  nor  the 
transport  being  engaged.  A  transport 
hod  been  engaged ;  troops  had  been 
embarked ;  9, ()()()  camp  followers  had 
been  engaged;  5,500  camels  had  been 
purchasiHl  between  the  date  when 
the  Goyernment  was  first  instructed  to 
prepare  for  the  despatch  of  a  force*-* 
namely,  the  Bth  of  February^and  the 
date  that  Parliament  was  informed ;  in 
addition  to  which  large  liabilities  were 
incurred  by  the  GoTcrnmentof  India  for 
contracts  for  transports,  although  the 
actual  payment  did  not,  perhaps,  fall  to 
be  made  on  the  instant.  Now,  obsenre, 
I  doubt  Tery  much  whether  the  Burmese 
War  up  to  the  present  moment  has  cost 
£350,010,  well  within  the  margin  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  ask  the  House 
after  such  habitual  practice  of  Liberal 
and  Consenratiye  Goyemments  with  re- 
gard to  wars  in  which  Indian  troops  took 
part — and  there  is  not  a  single  instanco 
on  record  in  which  the  prior  sanction  of 
Parliament  has  been  ai*ked — 1  ank  tbo 
IIou^o  how  it  could  really  now  bo  con- 
t«'ndod  that  that  is  the  meaning  of  the 
8tatute,  and  that  the  Statute  in  abs^dutely 
worth! CM,  and  that,  in  the  words  of  tho 
right  hon.  itentleman,  it  *'muht  have 
been  drawn  by  idiut^.**  unless  it  bears 
that  meaning  ?  Obriously.  Sir,  the  per* 
s('ns  who  drew  the  clauso  in  question 
were  under  the  wing  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself.  I  am  nut  saying 
that  in  the  lea.«t  degree  in  a  j«m  ring 
way.  I  think  it  is  a  most  vuluablo 
clauf^e,  one  which  doon  bring  the  <  iorern* 
ment  under  the  control  of  Parliament; 
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but  which,  at  the  same  time,  does  not 
fetter  the  iaitiative  of  action  on  which 
the  English  Government,  and  far  more 
the  Indian  Government,  must  depend. 
I  contend,  therefore,  that  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  Statute  is  this— that  the 
Indian  Government,  acting  under  the 
instruction  of  the  Advisers  of  the  Crown, 
can  undoubtedly  declare  war,  and  can 
use  the  Indian  Hevenue  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  declaration  of  war,  if  Indian 
troops  are  employed  in  such  war,  must 
be  communicated  to  Parliament  within 
three  months,  if  Parliament  is  sitting ; 
and  if  Parliament  is  not  sitting,  within 
a  month  after  it  meets.  That  is  un- 
doubtedly within  the  power  of  the  In- 
dian Government;  on  that  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Statute  they  have  invariably 
acted,  and  on  that  they  are  acting  now. 
As  I  said  before,  the  object  of  the 
Statute  is  to  prevent  the  Crown  using 
the  Indian  Revenues  without  the  con- 
sent of  Parliament  for  carry  in  gon  war- 
like operations,  and  that  the  House  of 
Conmions  can  do.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons can  arrest  the  whole  of  the  mili- 
tary operations  in  Burmah.  It  can  order 
the  immediate  evacuation  of  the  country 
and  the  restoration  of  King  Theebaw ;  it 
can  order  the  payment  of  any  indemnity 
almost  that  the  House  of  Commons 
chooses,  in  case,  in  its  philanthropy,  it 
should  determine  that  that  benevolent 
Monarch  has  been  wronged.  That  is 
the  power  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
and  I  cannot  see  how  that  great  power 
can  be  reconciled  with  the  expressions 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  wno  threw 
his  hands  up  to  Heaven  and  talked  about 
the  utter  helplessness  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  would  not  have  taken  part 
in  this  debate,  after  what  has  fallen  ^m 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemaui  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  extraordinary  contention  he 
has  raised.  I  do  hold  that  I  have  shown 
to  the  House  that  by  the  reasonable 
oonstruction  of  the  Statute  and  by  the 
invariable  praotioe  the  Government  have 
acted  within  their  legal  and  just  rights. 
I  shall  be  prepared,  when  the  proper 
time  arrives,  to  defend  the  action  of  the 
Oovemment  upon  that  subject.  But  I 
do  believe  that  in  the  position  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  hll  I  should  bo 
utterly  false  to  all  that  is  absolutely 
essential  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  my  Office,  and  the  immense  responsi- 
bility that  must  ultimately  renoso  on 
the  Indian  Seerotary,  ii  1  haa  not  at 
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once  contested  the  doctrine  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — a  doctrine  which  I 
venture  to  say  might,  in  the  future,  if 
accepted  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  ratified  by  Parliament,  bring  utter 
ruin  on  the  Indian  Government.  I  will 
not  further  detain  the  House  to-night. 
At  the  first  opportunity  which  will  bo 
most  convenient  to  the  House  I  will  be 
prepared  to  move  the  formal  Besolution 
sanctioning  the  Burmese  War  and  an- 
nexation. I  have  no  doubt  whatever  as 
to  what  the  verdict  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  that  issue  will  be.  If  I 
could  bring  it  on  to-morrow  I  would  be 
delighted  to  do  so ;  because,  I  will  own, 
I  am  more  than  proud  to  have  had  the 
responsibility  of  recommending  to  my 
Colleagues  the  action  which  has  been 
taken  in  regard  to  Burmah ;  and  I  am 
proud  of  belonging  to  a  Government 
which  has  added  to  the  Dominions  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  enterprize  of  British 
commerce,  and  which  has  added  to  the 
area  of  civilization  and  of  progress  so 
vast  and  so  valuable  a  possession. 

Mr.  HUNTEB  said,  that  in  response  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr. 
Gladstone),  and  considering  that  the 
main  issues  on  this  question  must  como 
up  for  discussion  at  another  time,  he 
would  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraum, 

AGRICULTURAL  DEPRESSION. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY,  in  rising  to 
move,  as  an  Amendment,  after  the  word 
**  Agriculture,"  in  the  11th  paragraph, 
of  the  words — 

**  And  humbly  to  reprosent  the  pretnng  ne« 
cessity  for  securing  withoat  delay  to  the  culti- 
vators of  the  soil  such  conditions  of  tenure  as 
will  aid  and  encourage  them  to  meet  the  new 
and  trying  drcnmstances  in  which  the  Agri- 
culture of  the  Ck)ttntry  is  placed," 

apologized  for  introducing  the  question 
at  this  stage  on  the  ground  of  its  urgency 
and  importance,  and  the  small  prospect 
there  was  of  finding  an  opportunity  for 
some  months  to  come  of  discussing  the 
subject  of  agricultural  reforms.  This 
question  of  Land  Reform  was  discussed 
during  the  General  Election  as  one  of 
the  most  urgent  questions  for  the  con- 
sideration  of  Parliamont.  It  was  true 
that  now  Parliamentary  exigencies  had 
brought  the  Irish  Question  to  the  fore* 
most  consideration  of  Parliament;  bat 
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the  QoTivnmeiit  had  made  no  propori* 
tion  to  deal  with  the  question,  nnd  mean- 
time ho  thoiigbt  tho  time  of  the  House 
could  not  be  better  employed  than  in 
coneideriDg  whether  any  measure  might 
b«  introduced  to  relieve^  so  far  as  legis* 
lation  could  do  so»  the  present  condition 
(if  the  agricultural  industry.  In  diAcuss* 
iug  tho  question  ho  would  assure  the 
House  that  he  had  no  hostility  to  the 
landlords  as  a  class.    IVw  of  them  were 
free  to  manage  their  estates  as  they 
thought  proper,  oven  if  they  had  tliu 
iLclination  to  do  so;  and  he  was  pur- 
ikuaded  that  if  they  knew  their  own  in- 
tor««t  they  would  as  eagerly  support  the 
t\  forms  he  intondi^d  to  urge  as  tho  cul- 
tivators of  the  land  therosolvos.    No  one 
doubted    the  existence  of  agricultural 
depression.     Tho  Uovomment  referrtKl 
t )  tho  subject  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  and,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  in  a 
T«*ry  hopol(«»s  manner.     They  did  not 
maao  any  suggestion  whatever  of  any 
remedy.     Unfortunately,   the    Govern- 
ment eonfessod  thomscdvos  as  incompe- 
tent and  impotent  to  doal  with  this  ques- 
tion as  with  the  Irish  dilRculty.    The 
agricultural  depression  was  keenly  felt 
by  all  classes.  If  it  were  of  a  temporary 
nature  they  would  endeavour  to  bear  it 
a«  cheerfuUy  as  possible,  encouraged  by 
the  hope  of  better  times ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, it  had  assumed  a  permanent  cha- 
racti*r.     In  former  times,  if  the  crop  was 
deficient  in  this  country,  the  farmer  was 
to  some  extent  oompt'nsated  by  receiv- 
ing a  higher  price  for  his  produce.     Hut 
for  the  last  seven  or  eight  y ear i«, although 
the  seasons  had  been  bad,  the  pri«'e  of 
wheat  had  been  falling ;  and  witliin  the 
last  18  months  or  two  years  the  price  of 
live  stock  had  fallen  somewhere  about 
90  per  cent.    During  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years  the  development  of  the  rail- 
way Byst€«m  had  opened  up  the  great 
wheal- producing  centres  of  India  and 
America;   and«  at  the  same  time,  the 
eoel  of  transit  by  sea  had  been  verr 
largely  decreased.  The  comp.  tition  witK 
the  formgn  producer  had  now  reached 
an  acute  stage ;  and  he  was  convinrod 
that,  under  the  present  conditions  on 
which  they  held  their  land^  it  would  be 
impoasible  for  tho  farmers  of  this  coun- 
try to  maintain  the  competition.     He 
did  not  wish  to  go  into  any  elaborate 
calculation  as  to  Uie  relative  cost  of  pro- 
ducing wheat  in  India  and  America  and 
thiscooatiy;  but  in  America  the  farmer 


held  his  land  at  almost  a  nominal  price. 
The  price  of  land  in  the  wheat  centres  was 
not,  perhaps,  more  than  5«.  an  acre  in 
foe  simple,  while  nearer  the  centres  of 
shipment  the  prico  would  not,  perhaps, 
bo  more  than  oO^.  an  acre.  Tho  farmer 
worked  his  land  himsilf;  and  though 
the  woges  of  labour  might  be  higher, 
tho  cost  of  producing  an  acre  of  wheat 
was  less  than  in  this  country.  A  great 
advantage  enjoyed  by  the  American 
farmer  was  that  he  could  cultivate  his 
land  as  he  pleased.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  British  farmer  had  to  pay  for  his 
land  a  very  considerable  rent.  He  could 
not  grow  such  crops  as  he  pleased,  and 
in  many  cases  he  could  not  dispose  of  his 
crops  in  the  most  advantageous  manner. 
Then,  if  he  intended  to  develop  tho  rc» 
sources  of  the  soil,  he  had  no  security  for 
his  capital.  How,  then,  was  it  possible 
for  the  competition  of  the  British  farmer 
to  go  on  ?  Would  it  be  poesible  for  their 
manufactures  to  prosper  if  the  manu* 
facturera  were  obliged  to  carry  on  their 
business  under  similar  conditions  to 
those  of  tho  farmers?  Of  course,  he 
should  bo  referred  to  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Act  passed  by  the  last  Go* 
vemment ;  but  that  Act,  as  he  had 
point4*d  out  at  the  time,  had  boon  a  de- 
lusion and  a  snare.  There  had  been 
two  or  three  years'  experience  of  it,  and 
there  was  a  general  consensus  of  opi- 
nion in  England  and  Scotland  that  it 
failed  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
Farmers  thought  it  safer  to  abstain  from 
making  claims  under  the  Act,  and  to 
allow  matters  to  go  on  as  before,  than  to 
attempt  to  avail  themselves  of  its  pro- 
visions. One  obstacle  to  their  doing  so 
was  the  clause  which  provided  that 
tenants  should  not  be  compensated  ft>r 
any  improvements  that  were  due  to  the 
inherent  cnpabilitien  of  tho  soil.  That 
was  a  vrry  elastic  phrase,  which  skilful 
arbitrators  made  to  cover  any  improve- 
ment. Af^ain,  tenants  underleases  were 
esto]>p<*d  by  heavy  penalties,  whioh  might 
quadruple  the  rent,  for  varying  the  rota* 
tion  of  erop«».  lender  the  clause  which 
enabled  landlords  to  make  oounter-claima 
for  compen«ation,  landlords  had  turned 
to  ac<H>unt  un8usi>ectod  terms  in  the 
llanos,  and  in  some  cases  had  succeeded 
in  claiming  much  more  than  the  tt  nants. 
In  tlio  face  of  such  farts,  it  was  imixis* 
sible  to  regard  the  Act  as  meeting  tho 
neces$>iti»*s  of  tho  case.  Tho  great  ob- 
ject to  bo  aimed  at  was  to  stimulate 
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tenants  to  make  improToments  by  secur- 
ing to  them  the  adTantages  derived  from 
them,  and  the  Act  altogether  failed  to 
do  that.  With  the  foreign  competition, 
the  decreased  cost  of  transport,  and 
other  causes,  the  natural  protection  of 
the  British  farmer  had  been  reduced  by 
one-half  in  20  years.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  if  the  British  farmers  had  fair  rents, 
freedom  to  make  the  most  out  of  their  land, 
and  security  for  their  capital,  they  would 
be  able  to  maintain  their  position  against 
farmers  in  any  part  of  the  world.  The 
British  farmer  had,  in  his  proximity  to 
markets,  a  natural  protection  equal  to 
not  less  than  40«.  per  acre  ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  best  markets  in  the 
world.  He  held  that  they  ought  to  bo 
able  to  hold  their  position  against 
farmers  in  any  other  country,  proyided 
they  had  fair  conditions  of  tenure. 
An  illustration  of  what  might  happen 
in  this  country  had  been  furnished 
by  the  experience  of  America.  Some 
30  years  ago,  when  the  wheat  fields 
in  the  Central  States  of  America  were 
opened  up  by  the  railway,  and  wheat 
from  there  was  delivered  in  the  Eastern 
States  at  a  price  at  which  it  could 
not  bo  produced  in  these  latter  States, 
it  was  supposed  that  the  land  in  the 
Eastern  States  would  become  practi- 
cally Talneless,  and  no  doubt  there  was 
a  great  amount  of  depression  among 
the  farmers  for  some  time ;  but  in 
almost  every  case  in  the  Eastern  States 
the  farmers  owned  their  own  land,  and 
had  free  scope.  So,  in  a  short  time,  those 
farmers  turned  their  attention  to  dairy 
farming,  to  x>ouItry  rearing,  and  the 
produce  of  vegetables  and  fruit;  and 
the  consequence  was  that  the  State  of 
New  York  was  now  yielding  from  two 
to  three  times  the  value  of  agricultural 
produce  which  it  did  20  years  ago.  Bri- 
tish farmers  wanted  the  same  freedom 
that  had  enabled  the  farmers  of  the 
Eastern  States  to  meet  their  difficulties. 
Of  dairy  produce,  poultry,  vegetables, 
and  fruit  we  imported  not  less  than 
£20,000,000  worth  annually.  He  did 
not  say  that  all  that  could  be  produc<*d 
in  this  countfT ;  but  a  very  large  pro* 
portion  could,  if  the  fanners  had  f  rcodom 
to  cultivate  as  they  chose.  Moreover, 
there  would  be  a  great  development  in 
the  consumption  of  those  articles  if  they 
were  supplied  in  the  large  towns  at  a 
reasonaole  price.  That  was  the  ex- 
ample they  had  from  the  Eastern  States 
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of  America.  He  did  not  say  that  legis- 
lation could  do  everything  to  relieye  the 
existing  ag^cultural  depression.  The 
farmers  must  do  much  for  themselves ; 
but  before  they  could  be  called  upon 
to  act  for  themselves  they  must  have 
freedom  of  action;  they  must  have  se- 
curity of  capital;  and  they  must  hare 
the  raw  material — the  land — at  a  mode- 
rate price.  He  submitted  that  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  secure  to  the  man  who 
cultivated  the  land  a  fair  rent,  and  also 
such  freedom  and  conditions  of  cultiva- 
tion as  would  enable  him  to  make  the 
most  of  the  land.  He  should,  at  the 
same  time,  have  security  of  capital,  so 
that  he  might  be  fully  satisfied  in  his 
own  mind  that  when  he  invested  his 
capital  in  the  soil  of  the  country  he 
would  have  the  right  to  reap  the  foil 
fruits  of  his  industry,  capital,  and  skill. 
These  were  the  changes  which,  in  his 
opinion,  were  absolutely  necessary  fur 
any  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
British  farmer.  With  such  conditions 
as  those  he  had  enumerated,  the  farmer 
would  be  encouraged  to  put  capital  in 
the  soil ;  and  if  his  skill  and  experience 
were  not  fettered,  as  they  were  now,  he 
could  compete  successfully  with  the 
foreign  producer.  Heferring  to  the 
position  of  the  farmers  of  Scotland 
under  the  lease  system,  he  pointed  out 
that  Scottish  farms  were  held  almost 
entirely  under  the  system  of  19  years' 
leases.  Of  late  years  there  had  been  a 
great  fall  in  the  price  of  agricultural 
produce,  and  the  position  of  those 
farmers  who  entered  into. such  leases 
four  or  five  years  ago  was  a  very  serious 
one  indeed.  They  felt  it  to  be  impos- 
sible to  make  the  rent  out  of  the  land, 
owing  to  the  g^eat  reduction  in  the  price 
of  agricultural  produce.  The  farmers 
of  Scotland  were  very  much  in  the  pod- 
tion  of  a  manufacturer  who  had  con- 
tracted at  a  fixed  price  for  his  raw  mate- 
rial for  a  period  of  19  years,  and  who 
found  soon  after  that  there  was  a  reduo- 
tion  of  30  or  35  per  cent  in  the  price  of 
the  manufactured  article.  The  farmera 
asked  either  that  they  should  have  a 
re-valuation  of  their  farms  by  indepen- 
dent and  competent  authorities,  or.  if 
that  was  denied,  that  the  landlords  would 
allow  them  to  leave  their  farms.  Bat  it 
was  said  this  would  be  an  interference 
with  contract,  and  no  doubt  it  would  be  a 
great  interference ;  but  Parliament  had 
interfered  already  when  the  neceeeity 
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WM  shown,  and  of  the  necessity  io  this 
OMO  there  wm  no  doubt.  IIo  hope  d, 
ther«*foro,  Her  Majehty's  OoYernment 
would  exprefts  some  opinion  oii  this 
qaeeliott  fftYournble  to  the  views  whit'h 
he  had  indicated.  Ho  could  asnuro  the 
Houee    that    this   was  a  yrery  serious 

?[ueation  in  Scotland.  Fow  could  look 
orward  with  Cfjuanimity  to  ruin  such  as 
waa  ettwdily  approaching^  tho  farmorf*, 
and  which  would  orerwholm  thorn  if  tho 
prt-sent  rente  were  exacted.  Much  tho 
•amo  caoaee  were  in  operation  all  over 
.Scotland  as  prevailed  in  tho  Wo»t  lli^^li- 
lands;  and  if  this  Constitutional  appeal 
receired  no  response  from  rarliamont,  a 
stale  of  circumstance  would  ariso  with 
which  it  might  be  difficult  to  deal.  Ho 
knew  that  many  farmers  were  looking 
forward  with  the  grcatott  anxiety  to  m'o 
what  Parliament  would  do  in  the  mutter. 
Of  ooartev  he  was  aware  that  a  groat  many 
landlords  had  given  considerable  abate* 
meots  of  rent.  Those  abuteiitents^  how> 
ever,  wore  unsat  is  factory  in  this  re.spect 
— that  alth'iugh  they  might  atford  torn- 
pnrary  relief  to  tho  farmer,  they  did  not 
•ecore  a  future  roasonablo  rtnit,  »uch  as 
was  nec«»fMary  to  induce  him  tt)  make  the 
ex<*rtion  necessary  to  lift  agriculture  out 
of  its  present  dopreitsed  condition.  Some 
landlords  were  naviog  their  estates  re- 
vel oed,  and  if  the  re- valuation  was  real 
and  not  a  sham,  it  was  creditnblo  and 
wise.  Landlords  who  made  an  impartial 
re- valuation  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
any  propti^l  of  the  tenants,  and  their 
c  jndact  would  not  be  interfered  with  bv 
any  action  of  Parliament  such  as  he 
saggeetrd*  What  he  really  ask^d  from 
pMliafflent  was  to  do  what  tliose  wi^o 
and  prudent  landlords  were  doing 
for  tfaemselvee,  in  order  to  put  their 
estates  in  a  safe  pisition.  In  anking  for 
the  support  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipewich  Mr.  Je^se  CoUin^fh  .  he  said 
he  was  himself  ta  favour  <>f  tho  in- 
crensr  of  smsU  holding*  ;  and  ho  should 
be  pr«'pared  to  ask  I'arliament,  at  tl.e 
proper  time,  to  co>operuto  in  aMi^^t* 
ing  laniUord^  and  t«*naots  to  break 
op  the  larger  farm«i,  in  order  to  ^up• 
ply  a  larp>  proportion  of  tho  p^^opte 
with  land  to  cultivate.  l\*y  <*  'nttMitl'  d 
that  an  incrfai»e  of  small  hoblin^M  \\s^ 
very  advisable  in  tho  iut4'n**rs  of  the 
landiurds  and  the  larger  fArmirn  th*  n\ 
•••Ivee.  Ue  would  n«'Xt  refer  to  the  v  t*c 
of  the  agricultural  labourer.  If  they 
were  to  maintain  their  position  in  farm- 
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ing  a  muoli  larger  amount  of  labour 
must  bo  employed  on  the  soil.  In  Scot- 
land tho  married  ploughmen  with  their 
families  composed  a  most  exemplary 
class.  Ihoy  wore  fcober,  industrious, 
and  self-denying,  and  in  bringing  up 
thoir  children  they  •tought  to  equip  them 
well  for  the  world ;  but  ho  was  sorry  to 
say  that  the  house  accommodation  they 
had  was  not  what  it  ought  to  bo.  For 
that  th<>  landlord  was  responsible.  The 
farmer  had  not  hitherto  been  in  a  posi- 
tion to  do  for  the  agricultural  labourer 
what  ho  would  like  to  do;  but  when 
tho  farmer  was  made  socuro  he  would 
find  it  his  interest  nnd  hiH  duty  to  pro- 
vide  tho  labourer,  if  not  with  the  "three 
acres  and  a  cow/*  of  which  they  had 
lately  heard  so  much,  with  at  least  as 
niui'h  land  oh  he  could  conveniently 
ctiliivati*  in  his  spare  hours,  and  in 
munvcu^os  with  the  cow  also.  Ho  could 
toll  hon.  Gentb  inoQ  opposite  that  tho 
idea  of  thn^o  acres  and  a  cow  did  not 
seem  quite  so  impracticable  or  so  absurd 
to  tho  labourers  as  it  appeared  to  be  to 
them ;  and  the  extension  of  the  system 
of  giviog  small  patchos  of  land  to  the 
agricultural  labourers  by  hon.  Oentle- 
men  opposite  would  probably  secure 
more  support  for  Conservatism  than  tho 
cstnblishni'^nt  of  a  Primrose  Habitation 
in  every  parish  throughout  the  country. 
Tht«  question  which  ho  had  brought 
forward  wa<(  a  presning  one.  It  might 
bo  delayed— it  could  not  be  evaded  ;  and 
tho  longer  it  was  delayed  the  greater 
would  be  tho  suffering.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber concluded  by  moving  hia  Amend- 
ment. 

Gkxeral  Sir  OEOBOE  BALFOUR 
seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

By  iiui^rtioir.  sft«»r  tho  word  •*  Agriculture.'* 
in  th«  11th  j^imtrraph.tho  wordi  **and  humbly 
to  rrpri  4«*nt  th<«  itrrH«iinfr  noo^isity  for  feouring 
with<**it  till  ty  to  th<*  culttvaton  of  theioil  such 
(••r.  iiti<«r.s  \ti  t*  nun«  n4  will  aid  and  CDcourago 
thi  m  to  m*>>  t  lh«*  now  nnd  trying  circumitaDCM 
in   which  tho   Airrirulturo  of  the  Country  is 

Uuestion  propo<)«Hl,  ^'Thatthoee  worda 
bo  thero  iusert«*<l/' 

Mr.  mark  STKWART  said,  he  waa 
not  Burpri**t*d  that  the  hoa.  Member  fur 
FnrfatHhire  Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay)  had 
addressed  the  IIou^o  in  the  manner  he 
had  dune,  lie  rc'cognized  among  the 
various  platitudo^  whieh  the  h<m.  Mem- 
ber had  given  them  some  portions  it 
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those  numerous  speeches  which  had  been 
fully  recorded  in  Northern  newspapers. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  adduced  any  new  matter  on  a 
very  important  subject ;  and  while 
deeply  sympathizing  with  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  he  (Mr.  Stewart)  could 
not  agree  with  the  various  remedies  the 
hon.  Member  proposed.  For  himself, 
he  expressed  the  gratification  he  felt,  in 
common,  he  was  sure,  with  the  whole 
House,  at  the  sympathy  manifested  in  the 

fracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  with  the 
eplorably  depresAod  state  of  agriculture 
and  trade.  There  was  great  distress  in 
every  branch  of  ag^culture,  and  in  none 
was  there  visible  any  symptom  of  re- 
vival. The  dairying  department,  which 
had  long  striven  to  meet  in  some  degree 
the  difficulties  of  the  times,  was  now 
suffering  severely  from  the  recent  fall  of 
prices.  Bepresenting,  as  he  did,  a 
purely  agricultural  county,  he  could 
stato  that  occupiers  of  land  who  had 
hitherto  braved  that  disastrous  period 
oould  no  longer  rely  on  that  system 
to  pay  their  rent.  If  agriculture,  the 
greatest  industry  of  the  British  Isles, 
suffered,  the  whole  country  must  suffer 
with  it,  and  the  well-being  of  vast  num- 
bers of  people  who  were  totally  unfitted 
for  any  other  employment  or  vocation  in 
life  was  at  stake.  He  had  not  perceived 
that  much  commiseration  had  been  shown 
by  hon.  Members  opposite  for  the  hard- 
ships existing  among  the  county  consti- 
tuencies which  they  were  so  anxious  to 
represent.  Even  in  the  Manifesto  and 
the  speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  the 
unfortunate  condition  of  agriculture  was 
wholly  ignored.  It  was  not  fair  to  taunt 
the  landlords  with  taking  as  much  as 
they  oould  get ;  because  the  tenants  had 
held  their  farms,  as  a  general  rule, 
during  prosperous  times,  and  had  made 
their  money  out  of  the  land.  The  hon. 
Member  had  alluded  to  the  state  of  Ire- 
land ;  but  that  was  not  a  very  happy 
illustration,  for  they  heard  anything  but 
glowing  accounts  of  the  working  of  the 
Land  Act,  fixity  of  tenure,  and  fair  rent. 
These  wore  matters  to  be  settled,  not 
morely  by  debates  in  the  House,  but  by 
practical  observation.  It  had  been  sug> 
gested  that  the  system  of  yearly  valua- 
tion by  the  Fiars  Courts  in  Scotland 
might  be  extended  to  the  rents  of  farms ; 
and  be  might  noint  out  that  something 
of  the  kind  already  existed  in  certain 
parts  of  the  oountiy,  rents  being  in- 
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creased  or  diminished  as  the  price  of 
wheat  rose  or  fell.  That  gave  the  ten- 
ant a  fair  chance  of  paying  his  rent, 
even  though  prices  became  exceedingly 
low.  The  prices  of  dairy  produce,  &c., 
might  also  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  in  that  way  some  satisfaction  was 
now  given  by  perpetual  abatement  of 
rent.  Landlords  were  not,  as  was  some- 
times represented,  turning  a  deaf  ear  to 
their  tenants*  grievances.  Those  who 
wore  able  were  giving  very  largo  abate- 
ments of  rent.  Some  were  not  able  to 
do  so.  They  were  themselves  in  diffi- 
culties through  no  fault  of  their  own. 
The  daes  was,  in  his  opinion,  to  be 
judged  by  those  who  had  the  meanp, 
and  who  were  wUling  to  distribute  that 
means.  The  hon.  Member  had  twitted 
the  Conservatives  with  believing  and 
propagating  the  story  of  three  acres  and 
a  cow.  Well,  that  was  a  story  which 
sorved  the  Liberal  Party  a  good  turn 
during  the  early  part  of  the  late  General 
Election,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Chamberlain)  waited  a  long  time 
before  he  repudiated  its  authorship.  So 
long  as  it  served  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  originated,  the  three  acres  and 
the  cow  doctrine  was  held  to  be  the  pot 
child  of  the  improvement  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourer's  social  condition.  Speak- 
ing as  a  landlord)  and  as  one  interested 
in  the  management  of  a  large  property, 
he  might  say  it  had  been  his  desire  and 
his  practice  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
small  farms,  although  he  knew  how 
much  the  pocket  suffered  through  the 
necessity  for  building  suitable  steadings. 
What  landlords  did  not  like  was  that 
their  land  should  be  compulsorily  seized 
at  the  option  of  some  Local  Authority. 
He  might  also  mention  in  this  connec- 
tion that  he  had  known  many  Instances 
where  a  labourer  who  had  a  garden  at- 
tached to  his  dwelling  allowed  a  part  of 
it  to  run  wild  rather  than  cultivate  it. 
Members  on  that  (the  Conservative)  side 
of  the  House  wotild  be  delighted  if  any 
way  could  be  shown  by  which  the  agri- 
cultural labourer  could  bo  provided  with 
the  necessary  capital  to  ony  his  cow, 
and  sufficient  plant  to  farm  three  or  four 
acres  of  land.  He  would  be  the  first  to 
encourage  in  every  possible  way  that 
spirit  of  self-dependence  which  was  so 
much  to  bo  desired  among  the  agricul- 
tural community.  He  trusted  they  would 
see  many  small  propriotorshipe  take  the 
place  of  some  of  the  larmr  farms ;  but 
it  mast  be  remembered  tbati  the  forma* 
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tton  of  thoto  largo  fanns  had  been 
caoMMl  by  the  fact  that  hitherto  it  hud 
Im^d  found  iropoMibI«»  to  make  the  smnll 
holdings  pay.  Kven  the  large  farmern 
f  lund  it  dtlEcult  to  make  a  living  in  these 
di«tr»Mful  timt«i.  It  had  been  su^p^»ted 
thai  aatat^^  •hould  l>e  re-vabicd,  antl  ]u« 
had  no  doubt  that  it  would  ronie  to  tlmt 
if  theae  bad  tirooa  continued,  ^(any 
landlords  who  know  the  impossibility  of 
p««tting  the  present  rents  would  take  n 
r^*aaonable  view  of  the  mattor»  and  bo 
satiafied  with  a  thoroughly  fair  to- 
ralnation,  although  it  was  no  easy  mat- 
t«r  in  the  prt^sent  condition  of  afTnirs, 
and  with  such  largo  importations  of 
|p«ta  and  meat  from  America,  to  fix 
what  a  fair  raluation  was.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Barclay)  found  fault,  to 
s^>me  ext4«nty  with  the  M>tem  of  TJ 
▼ears'  leases :  but  although  that  system 
had  not  found  much  favour  in  Kn gland, 
it  had  been  popular  in  Scotlantl,  and 
hail  done  a  great  deal  of  gnod  until 
these  ri»ry  dcpresniug  times  svt  in.  Th<» 
t«^nant  had  practically  the  entire  cotitrul 
of  the  land  for  the  19  yeats;  and 
although  the  landlord  reserved  certain 
conditional  powers,  he  had  nover  known 
a  ras«»  in  which  they  had  b«'en  oxercisi  d. 
In  candnsloD,  ho  exprrMcd  his  diMi(>- 
|«iintment  with  the  working  of  the  Arbi- 
tration or  Referee  Clause  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Holdings  Aft.  There  was  no  sort 
f'f  confid«*nc<^  in  it,  and  it  ought  to  bo 
amended.  Ho  hop«*d  tho  hon.  MemlxT 
wottkl  not  deem  it  necessary  to  n:ove  his 
Ameadmoot  to  Her  Majofty^s  Most 
Grarions  Speech. 

(imuAh  Sir  CJEORQE  BALFOrR 
said,  he  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  Amendment  of  hi<i  hon.  Friend  the 
M«*mb<«r  for  Forfarshire.  Tho  hon. 
Member  who  had  spoken  last  had  c<>n* 
fined  himself  to  d«>precating  the  remedi(*H 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  F<trfar^hire 
had  aagg«at«K),  and  had  n  fruirKHl  fn^m 
iriviag  tha  House  tho  benefit  of  his  own 
knowU-dgo  and  experi<*r.(e,  as  ht*  tui^ht 
vory  wr>il  have  done.  It  would  have 
been  niwfal,  as  well  as  interesting,  to 
hava  heard  the  results  from  tho  10,000 
eowa  kept  by  tho  Uairy  (\»mpany  of 
which  the  h<  n.  Member  was  (^bairmun. 
The  remark  had  b4K>n  mad^  that  thet«> 
was  gn-at  difficulty  in  saying  what  tlM> 
cattaea  of  the  existing  d<»pr'  ^-lon  n>itl!y 
w«<re.  Ho  would  tncntion  one  cau^- 
He  baUerad  that  most  of  tho  land- 
lorda  had  tha  weliaru  of  thu  farmm 


at  heart ;  btit  ho  said  dihtinrtly  that  one 
of  the  ^rrnt  cau«»os  of  tho  ovil  was  the 
inability  of  tho  farmors  to  pay  their 
rent.  In  IS ^5  tlie  farm  rentals  of  Kng- 
lanil,  AVnlr'o,  and  S<otlond  nmountt'd 
to  £I6,0U0  (X 0  per  annum,  and  sinco 
that  time  tlh*y  had  gotip  on  inrroasing 
till  they  reached  a  sum  of  r.o  ]i>ss  than 
£."i8,0<)0.0()0.  In  this  way  £l*i, 000,000 
of  rental  lunl  bcrn  addod  t  >  tho  farmers' 
burdens  sinco  IS,!.").  That  fact  pointed 
to  one  way  by  which  tlie  farmers  could 
bo  relii»vcd ;  if  they  would  bring  back 
the  rentals  of  18r)5  th«^y  would  in  some 
degree  enable  the  farmers  to  pay  rents. 
It  was  far  from  his  desiro  to  advocnto 
tho  ruin  or  unjust  spoliation  of  land- 
lords, because  he  well  know  that  no 
class  could  bo  injured  without  injuring 
all  classes.  His  object  was  to  enable 
Inndlonls,  farmers,  and  labourers  to 
liv(\  But  whilst  landlords  had  had 
hi;;li  rents,  farmers  bad  suifercd.  Ho 
believed  t!.at  tho  £400,000,000  of 
capital  neceajnry  for  tho  cultivation  of 
tho  land  by  the  farmers  had  been  nearly 
exhausted ;  but,  novertheless,  he  had 
great  hopes  that  if  only  Parliament 
would  give  security  to  tho  farmora  they 
Would  bo  able  to  find  capital  wherewitli 
to  carry  on  advantageously  tho  agricul* 
turo  of  the  country.  It  was  csM>ntial 
that  the  farming  should  be  so  improved 
as  to  yield  more  froduce  to  meet  the 
high  rents ;  but  if  tho  present  system 
of  poor  cultivation  were  eontinuiHi  the* 
tenants  would  disajtpear,  and  tho  fii-lds 
already  out  of  heart  from  insufficient  ma- 
nuring would  bo  still  furtlier  destroyed. 
Abatements  of  rent  were  only  nartial  re- 
medies, and  there  mu^t  be  something  more 
substantial.  As  tothe  labourers,  hi*  might 
say  that  in  his  part  of  tho  country  they 
hatl  shown  a  surprising  degree  of  intelli- 
gence. Their  dwellings,  however,  wero 
quite  insuffi<  ient  for  their  (omfort ;  and 
unless  l^arliament  <*nubled  th<*  farmers 
to  provide  the  n<(c«'sary  cottages  they 
must  look  forward  to  still  greater  evils 
in  tho  country.  He  advocated  tho  con- 
(luMtms  of  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  J.  W. 
ltan-lay\  and  maintained  that  if  no 
remedy  were  devised  evils  might  occur 
the  pamo  as  in  Ireland.  Ho  urged  that 
,  informitti'in  tliould  be  obt. lined  and  pub- 
li  lied  as  I'l  tho  value  of  the  produce 
;  that  was  rui*"  I  on  tho  ^<>il.  Ah  to  tho 
q!i<«^t:on  of  sn;nll  fnrm^,  ho  hnd  tho  con- 
viction that  small  farms  would  bo  more 
anccrbtful  and  ^ould  pay  better  than 
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large  ones.  He  strongly  urged  that  the 
landlords  should  have  more  regard  for 
the  old  fanners.  Many  farmers  had 
gone  away  ruined,  and  their  place  had 
heen  taken  by  younger  men  by  no 
means  so  well  qualified  to  till  the  land  as 
the  old  farmers. 

Colonel  BHGOKFIELD  said,  he  was 
quite  ready  to  second  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Kincardineshire 
(General  Sir  George  Balfour)  in  advo- 
cating any  moderate  measures  for  the 
welfare  of  agriculture  in  general ;  but  it 
was  not  riffht  that  the  impression  should 
get  abroad  that  agricultural  depression 
was  confined  to  one  part  of  the  Kingdom 
only.  Those  who,  like  himself,  repre- 
sented essentially  agricultaral  consti- 
tuencies in  the  Snouth  of  England  were 
more  alive  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
represented  more  persons  directly  inte- 
rested in  agriculture  than  even  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member.  The  object  of  the 
present  debate,  he  thought,  was  liable 
to  be  lost  sight  of,  especially  by  new 
Members.  That  object  was  to  send  a 
loyal  Address  to  Her  Majesty  in  reply 
to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne ;  and  he 
did  not  believe  that  any  partictUar  agri- 
cultural interest  would  be  advanced  by 
further  delaying  the  adoption  of  the 
Address.  It  was  true  that  affairs  had 
reached  a  desperate  pass ;  but  when  the 
time  came  for  discussing  the  grievances 
of  agriculturists  it  would  be  found  that 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  matter 
formed  a  much  stronger  Party  than 
those  who  occapied  the  very  sparsely 
filled  Benches  that  evening.  Speaking 
for  the  part  of  the  country  which  he  re- 
presented, he  must  say  that  one  of  the 
most  essential  measures  which  they 
looked  forward  to  was  the  revision  of 
the  present  system  of  local  taxation.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Kincardineshire 
avoided  the  general  cant  of  the  day,  and 
admitted  that  it  would  be  desirable  that 
rents  should  be  as  hic;h  as  in  1865.  It 
was  for  the  interest  of  all  that  we  should 
have  good  rents,  good  prices,  and  good 
wages.  There  were  some  who  seemed 
to  grudge  that  their  landlords  should 
got  good  rents;  but  these  gentlemen 
practically  imored  the  labourers  as  well 
OS  the  landlords,  and  only  thought  of 
the  tenants,  with  whom  they  ham>eDed 
for  the  moment  to  bo  identified.  But 
the  progress  of  democracy  was  so  rapid 
^["llear,   hear!'*]— that   OenUemen 
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who  said  "Hear,  hear!"  would  pro* 
bably  disappear  from  the  House  alto- 
gether in  the  course  of  time,  and  it 
might  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  pre- 
side over  a  House  of  Commons  entirely 
composed  of  agricultural  labourers ;  but 
as  they  advanced  in  that  direction  they 
would  sooner  or  later  have  to  consider 
whether  they  would  not  impose  retalia- 
tory tariffs.  The  tendency  of  thought 
in  all  classes  of  society  was,  he  observed, 
moving  in  that  way.  Our  present  com- 
mercial policy  was  more  or  less  suicidal. 
[CW«  of  "  No !  "]  Well,  he  spoke  his 
own  opinion,  and  he  believed  they  must 
sooner  or  later  cease  the  custom  of  giv- 
ing to  foreign  countries  that  which  was 
meant  for  ourselves.  Ho  was  unable  to 
support  the  Amendment;  but  he  cor- 
dially agreed  with  many  of  the  observa- 
tions that  fell  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Forfarshire  (Mr.  Barclay). 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  said,  two  hon. 
Members  opposite  had  sneered  at  the 
speeches  which  had  been  delivered  from 
his  side  of  the  House;  but  he  could 
assure  them  that  those  speeches  repre- 
sented the  feelings  of  the  agricultural 
interest  in  the  North,  and  that  they 
could  not  be  ignored.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  who  had  just  resumed 
his  seat  had  assured  them  that  there 
was  a  sentiment  of  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  hon.  Gentlemen  representing 
ag^culture  on  the  opposite  side  towards 
hon.  Members  on  his  side  ;  but  he  would 
point  out  that  it  was  against  the  omis- 
sion of  that  sentiment  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gracious  Speech  that  they  were 
now  protesting.  There  certainly  was 
an  allusion  to  the  depression  of  trade 
and  agriculture ;  but  ho  would  tell  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  that  more 
was  wanted  than  sympathy.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  most  practical  way 
of  giving  evidence  of  sympathy  was 
by  landlords  granting  such  a  reduction 
of  rents  as  would  enable  the  tenant  to 
tide  over  the  prevailing  depression  until 
the  arrival  of  better  times.  Ho  wished 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  tell  the 
House  what  were  the  tenant  farmers 
and  crofters  to  do  who  did  not  live  under 
a  beneficent  landlord  who  had  given  a 
reduction  of  rent  ?  But  he  would  also 
ask  whether  it  was  fair,  or  consistent 
with  a  proper  independence  of  spirit  and 
of  action,  that  the  agricultural  interest 
should  be  placed  in  the  position  of  reii* 
picnts  of  tne  mere  charity  of  the  land- 
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loidf;  and  whether  the  circumstances 
were  not  such  as  entitled  them  to  more 
than  the  charity  of  thoao  undor  whom 
ther  sat?  It  appeared  to  him  that 
nothing  would  so  much  doprrciate  the 
Ik  pint  and  ontorprize  of  agriculture  as 
a  ^'nffi*  of  dependence  on  the  charity  and 
l»«ne6c*enco  of  proprict'ir*.  ^Vhat  the 
tenant  famior.-^  wished  was  thiit  the 
n^gulations  under  which  they  hold  their 
f  Anu>i  should  be  such  as  to  give  to  the 
pniprii'tor  his  fair  and  equitable  riglitn, 
And,  at  tho  same  time,  to  prevent  the 
»»%«ihtlity  of  thiir  hard-won  earnings 
Ming  confiscated.  Tho  proHont  Land 
I^Aws  had  been  made  entirely  in  tho 
int«r«*«ts  of  tho  proprietors,  and  against 
tht*  ittt«'r«*!it9  of  tho  tenants,  lie  did  not 
Mame  former  l^arliumonts  for  having 
I>a»ii«Hl  laws  in  their  own  interests; 
nothing  else  cfiu Id  have  been  expedod, 
«  hen  the  agricultural  labourers  and  tho 
•*nall  farmers  wen*  unrcprcst^nti^d ;  but 
he  would  ask  hon.  M<'nibors  oppoMto 
to  give  their  bei»t  consideration  to  the 
prt* Mut  emori^encies  and  circumstances, 
and   aay  candidly  whether,  under  tho 

Jireaent  I<iand  Iaws,  a  remcHlT  may  be 
»und  for  the  depression.  Ho  had  heard 
with  great  pleasure  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
b^-r  for  tho  City  of  Cork  {Mr.  Pamell ' 
the  expression  of  his  opinion  that  if  there 
were  a  fair  and  «H|uitable  S4*ttlement  of 
the  important  subject  of  the  Land  I^aws 
a  fair  solution  of  a  grent  part  of  the 
gri«*Tanccs  felt  in  Ireland  would  be 
srriv<<«l  at.  As  fur  as  Scotland  wa^con- 
ct-roed,  he  was  quite  satistlt'd  that  ex- 
actly the  ^ame  feeling  and  si<ntiment 
pr«*vatled  there ;  and  that  if  they  were 
fortunate  enough  to  iu*e  such  a  measure 
I  niught  forward  as  would  be  satiHfae- 
tury  and  fair  and  e<|uitablt»  both  to 
the  proprietors  and  occupiers  of  the 
land  a  large  amount  of  oontentnient 
Would  be  productHl,  and  a  great  stint u- 
!ti«  t«>  <*ntrrf)ri2e  and  energy  among 
th*»  agricultural  {Mipulation  would  be 
atTord*<d.  An  hon.  Member  on  tho  op- 
|Kisite  side  had  su^trf^^tml  that  ri>nts 
•  h'lttld  be  fixiHl  uiion  (iur ;  but  he  stop|>ed 
fth'irt  in  implying  that  the  Uovcmnifnt 
Hoold  give  effect  to  that  opinion,  lie 
Mr.  KAftlcmont)  believed  that  if  rentn 
wire  settled  on  the  principle  of  liar  it 
would,  to  a  large  extent,  meet  the  pn- 
sent  difRculty.  The  depr<*ssion  of  priccA 
had  placed  thoee  farmers  who  were 
under  leasee  in  a  position  in  which  they 
were  oaable  to  pay  the  rent*  that  they 


'  had  promised.  It  was  quite  true  that 
,  farmers  in  Scotland  had  encouraged 
leases ;  but  ho  would  remind  the  House 
that  leases  of  19  years  wore  all  very 
well  when  land  for  50  years  was  in- 
creasing  in  value  at  the  rate  of  about 
I  per  cent  per  annum.  Times  were 
changed  now ;  and  it  was  not  reasonable 
to  say  that  the  farmers  ought  to  have 
foreseen  tho  great  factors  which  had 
recently  come  into  play.  The  bringing 
of  food  from  all  parts  of  the  world  by 
the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  transit  was 
a  factor  in  itself  sufficient  to  have  upset 
nil  tho  calculations  formed  by  either 
landlords  or  tenants.  In  tho  circum- 
stances, he  appealed  to  the  Government 
to  meet  the  emergency  by  such  a  reme- 
disl  measure  as  would  prevent  tho 
tenant — if  he  was  obliged  to  continue 
his  lease— from  losing  all  his  capital, 
and  all  his  enterprize  and  spirit.  They 
must  not  expect  that  the  tenant  farmers 
would  bo  put  off  with  a  mere  sentiment 
of  sympatuy.  He  must  earnestly  givo 
it  as  his  opinion,  formed  on  long  expe- 
rience, and  with  an  intimate  knowleage 
of  agriculture  in  Scotland,  that  if  reme- 
dial measures  were  not  proposed  in  tho 
present  Parliament,  a  state  of  things 
would  ariBo  which  would  be  disastrous 
to  the  tenant  farmers,  and  inimical  to 
the  best  interests  of  tho  country.  The 
tenant  farmers  and  labourers  did  not 
wish  any  measure  which  would  bring 
disaster  to  tho  landlords.  An  hon. 
Member  opposite  had  asked  why  the 
landlord  should  not  get  a  good  rent  if 
it  was  earned,  and  there  was  nothing 
against  that ;  but  what  the  tenant 
farmers  of  S<'otland  objectiHl  to  was  tho 
giving  to  the  landlord  of  a  large  rent 
which  he  had  not  eamiHl,  and  had  done 
nothing  to  earn,  but  which  tho  tenant 
farmers  and  crofters  and  labourers  had 
earned  by  th«*ir  enterprize  and  industry. 
The  country  had  been  made  rich,  not 
by  the  landlordH,  but  by  the  bone  and 
Hiuew  of  the  labourer  and  the  farmer ; 
and  all  they  wanted  was  that  the  pro- 
prietor should,  by  law  and  justice,  sharo 
in  the  depre^Mon.  Beyond  that  tho 
;  farmers  and  labourers  did  n(»t  want  to 
j  go.  They  desired  to  deal  generously 
and  respectfully  with  the  landlords :  but 
'  they  ought  not  to  be  a^ked  to  }  ield  up 
the  last  penny  they  had  earned  to  those 
who  had,  in  many  cases,  contributed 
nothing^["  Oh,  oh  I  "  aarf  fA##ri1 — ^yea ; 


and,  in  most  cases,  very  little  to  that 
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wealth  and  progress  which  had  been  bo 
marked  during  tno  last  half-century. 

Viscount  GRIMSTON,  in  opposing 
the  Amendment,  said,  he  wisbod  to  call 
attention  to  the  question  of  leases.  They 
had  had  very  strong  ovidenco  of  their 
inutility  in  tho  caso  of  the  Sister  Islo, 
where,  only  a  short  time  ago,  a  law  was 

1>a88ed,  which  practicAlIy  gave  a  15  years* 
ease,  at  what  was  then  considered  a  low 
rent,  to  large  numbers  of  agricultural 
tenants.  But  now,  from  tho  languap^o 
of  hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  an 
the  opposite  side  of  the  IIouso,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  was  hardship  in  having 
to  pay  that  rent,  on  account  of  the 
prevailing  depression.  But  it  would 
be  a  hardship  on  a  landlord  to  give  a 
reduction  of  rent  on  leaseholdp,  as  he 
got  no  proportionate  increase  of  rent  in 
prosperous  times.  Therefore,  he  thought 
that  leases  were  not  good  for  agricultu- 
rists. Again,  he  did  not  approve  of 
legislation  as  between  landlord  and 
tenant ;  for  they  all  (tood  upon  tho  same 
ground — ^landlord,  tenant,  and  labourer 
— and  must  stand  or  fall  together.  It 
was  necessary  to  promote  that  good 
understanding  and  good  feeling  which 
alone  made  a  community  prosperous 
and  happy  ;  and  he  was  convinced  that 
that  great  desideratum  could  only  be 
attained  by  friendly  action  between  the 
landlord  and  the  tenant  and  by  their 
assisting  each  other.  In  these  hard  times 
landlords  had  reduced  rents,  tenants 
were  foregoing  a  portion  of  their  re- 
turns, and  even  the  f  oor  labourers  were 
receiving  a  less  wage  than  a  few  years 
ago;  but  he  was  convinced,  if  they 
hoped  for  prosperity,  tLey  must  not  act 
one  against  tho  other,  for  they  were  all 
in  the  same  boat,  and  would  sink  or 
swim  together.  The  Legislature  might 
take  steps  to  aid  those  who  were  con- 
cerned in  agriculture  by  relieving  the 
presburo  of  local  burdens,  liko  the 
education  rate  and  highway  rate.  lie 
could  not  understand  why  the  landlords 
should  be  tho  t)uly  sufferers  from  legis- 
lative action.  If  le^i^lati()n,  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  tho  landlt'rJ,  wire 
pn-sed  for  tho  b,»nelit  of  thet»^uint,  the 
labourer,  in  his  turn,  would  very  toon 
cry  out  against  the  farmer.  lie  did  not 
approve  of  legihlutiveintorferoncp,  when 
■atiflftict^jry  rcsulta  might  with  more 
facility  be  arrived  at  by  mutual  arrange- 
ment. In  England,  tenants  could  make 
almost  what  terms  they  pleated  with 
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landlords,  for  there  were  more  farms  to 
let  now  than  tenants  to  take  them.  He 
held  that  the  landlord  should  recognizo 
that  his  fortune  was  indissolubly  bound 
up  with  that  of  the  tenant  and  the 
labourer,  and  maintained  that  the  inte- 
rests of  all  parties  would  be  best  served 
by  conducting  their  business  as  friends. 

Mr.  JAMES  ELLIS  said,  he  qnite 
agreed  with  many  of  the  remarks  that 
had  fallen  from  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting 
on  that  side  of  the  House  during  the 
course  of  the  debate,  and  he  should  sup- 
port the  Amendment  because  he  be- 
lieved that,  at  the  present  time,  the 
agricultural  question,  as  a  whole,  waa 
the  greatest  question  that  could  occupy 
the  thoughts  of  tho  Government.  Ho 
thought,  moreover,  that  the  matter  oaght 
to  be  given  due  prominence  in  the  reply 
to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  He 
would  never  have  been  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  he  should  never  have 
taken  part  in  politics  at  all,  if  it  had  not 
been  from  the  wrongs  ho  had  suffered 
as  an  agricultural  tonant.  When  he 
was  2 1  years  of  age  he  was  silly  enough 
to  take  a  farm  on  an  annual  tenancy. 
Thank  goodness  he  had  other  things  to 
do  besides  farming,  or  he  would  have 
b<^cn  ruined.  On  that  farm  he  planted 
trees,  made  improvements,  and,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  built  cottages,  and  what 
was  the  result  ?  At  the  end  of  14  yeara 
he  received  six  months'  notice  to  quit, 
and  his  trees,  his  improvements,  and  his 
property  to  tlie  value  of  £800  were  taken 
from  him.  That  was  how  he  had  been 
treated ;  and  from  then  to  the  end  of  his 
life  he  had  determined  that  he  would 
fight  on  the  side  of  the  agricultural 
tenant.  This  was  not  his  caso  alone. 
It  was  the  case  of  his  ancestors,  and  tho 
case  of  tho  people  who  wore  living  around 
him,  and  who  had  been  robbed.  His 
father  had  taken  a  farm  on  an  agree- 
ment that  he  should  kill  those  vermin, 
tho  rabbits ;  but  a  young  man  came  into 
the  prciperty,  and  when  he  gp^w  up  ho 
was  like  tho  Israelites  in  Egypt,  he  did 
not  know  Joseph.  He  was  eaten  out  of 
tho  farm  ;  for  when  he  attempted  to  kill 
the  rabbits  ho  was  warned  otf  the  land. 
He  had  no  freedom ;  and  until  they  had 
frt'O  men  on  the  farms,  and  in  their  vil- 
lages, tho  same  thing  would  happen. 
His  ancestors  for  ages,  on  both  sides, 
had  been  tenant  farmers.  [Laughter.] 
Did  they  think  they  would  atop  hia 
speaking  by  laughing  ?    He  told  them 
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his  anci*tUiTs  for  a^es  were  tenant  far* 
mcrt ;  and  although  ho  was  not  a  ton- 
ant  farmer  now  himself,  ho  had  got  still 
a  bit  of  land  that  he  occupied » and  he  was 
Mirry  to  say  he  lost  money  by  it.  Who- 
th«'r  the  (fOTernmont  or  hon.  Ctontlomon 
oppoAit**  tO()k  up  this  question  or  not, 
h  lU.  Members  on  the  <  opposition  »ido  of 
the  Hoase  worn  determined  to  do  bo. 
Tht*  rval  question  at  i8su<*  was,  whether 
tK«*  people  who  tilliMl  the  land  woro  not 
the  |H>ople  who  shtnild  own  it?  He  should 
•upport  the  Amendment,  although  it  did 
not  in  ««TorT  parti<*iilar  moot  his  views. 

Tni  LOUD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Mac- 
:--xviii)  said,  ho  presumed  that  tlio 
Mt  mbers  i»f  tho  llou^o  of  Commons 
wt'uld  n<it  be  !i»d  int )  tho  belief  that 
tiie  state  of  the  country  was  that  the 
lnndl<»rJs  wore  oonibin<>d  t'>gether  for  the 
purimse  of  op|irrHsion  and  behaving  un* 
f.iirly  to  their  tenants  at  tho  present  time. 
II «  prfsume<l  that  there  was  no  relation 
of  Wif^  in  connection  with  wl  ich  there 
w*  T^  not  to  be  found  numerous  instances 
of  gro%s  and  B4*andalous  injustice;  but 
to  bting  up  for  purposes  of  argumont, 
as  fair  s|>edmons  of  the  state  of  things 
in  this  country  at  the  pronent  tim<\  th'>so 
isolatf^l  illustrations  acldueed  by  tho  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  (Mr. 
James  Kllii)  was  tiianifostly  unfair  and 
misleading,  and,  in  fact,  reduc(*d  a  sub- 
j«-ft  of  tho  m'wt  grave  and  serious  iiu- 
p'trtanre  to  the  level  nf  tho  buries  jue. 
lit*  could  not  h<lp  noticing  through- 
oat  the  debate  that  tho  whole  ques- 
ti>m  had  b«*en  treattnl  by  hon.  11  em* 
berv  who  had  fki>->ken  on  the  oppo- 
site side  as  if  th<*  whole  depression  at 
present  opproiwing  this  country  related 
t'>  agriculture  alone.  All  would  agree, 
on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  a  time  of 
great  detireesiou  in  all  r1aMif»s  and  posi- 
tions «>f  life ;  and  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
loiiMdcred  the  matter  with  care,  they 
would  come  to  tho  certain  r« inclusion 
that  they  never  could  hare  a  long  and 
«»«Trr«  agricultural  d«'pres«»ion  in  a  coun- 
try like  oura  without  that  depre^Hion 
s] -reading  its  wave  of  mi'^^Ty  beyon<l 
th-iee  who  cultivated  the  s  >il.  Thev  rould 
n'>t  pttfoibly  impo-o  upon  the  landlords 
of  this  countrv  more  than  their  fair  hhare 
of  t*j«*  geoeral  d<*pro«sion  without  ati<M  t- 
log  the  iotmvsts  of  a  grt>at  numlMT  of 
pTCYp|f»,  who  were  just  as  much  labourers 
as  tkoee  who  cultivated  the  soil.  *  It  was 
quite  eertain  that  the  landlords  of  this 
cooatiy  did  aoC  use  th«  reata  they  re> 


ceived  for  tho  purpose  of  hoarding  them 
up.  They  had  a  largo  expenditure  of 
money,  and  many  of  them  employed  a 
largt>  number  of  people.  But  it  was 
tsjually  certain  that  tho  moment  it  bo- 
eame  necessary  to  give  rtnluctions  of 
rents  it  at  once  became  imperative  to  re* 
duce  their  estubliHlimont^,  and  thus,  ulti- 
mately, tho  labouring  clsH^rs  would 
suffer.  Thorofore,  thof^e  things  could 
not  bo  considered  in  a  narrow  spirit,  or 
in  reference  to  n  state  of  depression  ap- 
plicable to  one  particular  industry  alone. 
Agricultural  depression  reneted,  and 
must  always  do  so,  upon  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  community.  Now,  if  that  was 
so,  Iler  Majesty's  (rovemmont  took  a 
pro|H>r  step  last  Session  in  endeavouring 
to  discover  the  cause  of  this  depro«8ion, 
not  merely  in  tho  agricultural  interest, 
but  in  all  other  interests  in  which  this 
country  carried  on  its  hitherto  prospe- 
rous work.  This  step  was  wise  and  de* 
serving  of  support,  lie  ventured  to  ask 
whether,  now  that  this  agricultural  de- 
pression was  being  pressed  on  tho  atten- 
tion of  the  new  Parliament,  it  hod  boon 
wise  or  unwino  of  the  Government  to 
propose,  la^t  July,  that  a  Itoyol  Com- 
mission should  be  app<»inted  to  inquire 
into  this  subjf*ct;  and  if  tho  right  hon, 
Ciontlemen  who  sat  opp<>Hite,  and  whom 
h<«  wns  sorry  to  see  roprenented  during 
this  important  debate  only  by  the  right 
hon.  ttud  learned  Oentleman  the  late 
lx)rd  Advocate  and  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  tho  late  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland— if  those  Gentlemen  thought 
the  proposal  of  the  Government  a  wise 
one,  he  asked,  if  the  Opposition  deemed 
it  a  proper  response  to  make  to  that 
eifort  to  tind  a  remedy  f or  a  very  seriotia 
matter  to  practically  •  •  Boycott "  it  ?  Ho 
hoped  before  the  debate  closed  to  hear 
from  them  what  practical  sugg«>st  ions  they 
had  formoil  in  their  own  minds  for  tho 

urpoAo  of  m<«eting  this  great  ditlieulty; 

or  ho  preH«iia<»d  thoy  W(»uld  not  bo  told 
that  tho  dilti<  allies  had  ariM>n  since  tho 
present  Government  took  OtTiro.  Tho 
hon.  Member  for  KorfarHliiro  ^[r.  J.  W. 
Hurclsy)  had  told  them  that  agricultural 
deprcHHion  had  exi»*t**d  for  a  period  of 
about  10  years.  If  that  were  s>,  he  Cthe 
Ix>rd  Adv(MMt««''  wanted  to  know  who  it 
was  who,  during  that  time,  had  had  the 
best  opportunity  of  studying,  and  exami- 
ning, and  finding  out  tht«  causes  of  that 
depression  ?  lie  wanted  to  know  what 
atatiflticsi  what  information,  the  late  Go* 
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carrying  what  undoubtedly  was  the  first 
necessary  sequel  of  the  legislation  of  last 
Session,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  local 
Boards  to  the  counties.  The  depression 
iu  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales  and 
England  was  not  one  bit  greater  at  that 
moment  than  it  was  at  any  time  during 
the  lost  Session.  [**  Yes  yoi  I  "]  Well, 
it  was  greater  in  this  sense,  no  doubt, 
that  it  was  btill  protracted  for  a  greater 
length  of  time  ;  but  it  was  only  greater 
in  that  respect.  Tliey  knew  how  long  it 
had  prevailed  ;  but  ho  ventured  to  think 
that  if  it  had  la'^ted  for  10  years  they 
had  some  reason,  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
rose  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
and  asked  the  Government  to  cure  it  in 
their  first  Session,  to  inquire  why  it  was 
never  dealt  with  before.  The  present 
Government  had  not  before  them  the 
materials  prepared  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment for  dealing  with  it;  and  if  they 
would  supply  the  information  which  they 
did  collect  for  the  g^od  of  the  country 
upon  that  matter,  and  show  them  that 
the  Royal  Commission  appointed  by  the 
Government  was  unnecessary,  then  he 
thought  they  would  have  something  to 
say  on  the  question.  The  first  duty  of 
this  Parliament  was  to  carry  out  what 
nocosearily  must  be  the  sequel  of  the 
legislation  of  last  Session — namely,  to 
confer  a  measure  of  local  government 
upon  those  who  lived  in  the  counties. 
That  was  absolutely  essential  as  their 
first  duty  ;  for  the  reason  that  whatever 
were  the  grounds  that  might  bo  given 
for  the  course  which  was  taken  last 
Session,  it  was  undoubtedly,  in  ordinary 
language,  a  putting  of  the  cart  before 
the  horse.  The  natural  course  was  to 
confer  upon  dwellers  in  the  counties  the 
management  of  their  own  affairs  in  the 
counties,  as  a  training  for  the  exercise 
of  that  more  important  franchise  which 
required  greater  political  education  to 
enable  them  to  use  it  with  advautnt^e  to 
the  State.  In  s.iying  that  ho  was  only 
quoting  the  words  of  the  noble  Marquess 
op{>uiito  (the  Murquess  of  nartington\ 
Mho,  in  speaking  on  the  <]uestion  before 
it  wa^  quite  sctth'd  whether  a  Franchise 
Bill  was  to  be  brought  forward,  ex- 
{iressed  a  dicidcd  (/pinion  that,  in  the  lirst 
])lace,  the  peoj  lo  ou^^ht  to  bo  trained  by 
the  ozercisi*  of  the  locid  franchise  before 
they  received  the  franchise  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Members  to  Parliament.  Tho 
result  of  that  course  would  be  that  they 
would  have  a  far  better  body  of  public 
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opinion  bearing  upon  the  great  questioDB 
which  were  raised  in  the  Amendment. 
They  would  have  county  councils,  who 
could  discuss  these  matters  and  bring 
great  light  to  bear  upon  them,  which 
would  be  most  useful  in  any  future  legis* 
lation  which  might  be  thought  wise. 
He  feared  he  had  detained  the  House 
too  long  on  the  question  of  the  tenure  of 
land.  [''  No,  no !  "]  If  not,  he  should 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  small  farms,  and  on  what 
should  be  done  for  tho  labourers.  As 
regarded  small  farms,  he  know  of  no 
landlord  who  had  any  objection  what- 
ever to  tho  establishment  of  small  farm 
holdings ;  but  he  ventured  to  say 
that  no  one  could  suggest  a  time 
at  which  it  was  more  difficult  to 
carry  out  any  such  ezcellont  scheme 
than  a  time  when  everybody  was  short 
of  money.  They  could  not  ix>3sibly 
establish  a  Lrge  number  of  new  farms 
without  an  immense  outlay  in  enabling 
the  new  small  farmers  to  have  a  roof 
over  their  heads  within  reasonable  reach 
of  their  farms,  and  to  have  proper  farm 
buildings,  proper  approaches,  and  every* 
thing  required  to  make  farm  work 
satisfactory.  It  was  a  most  difficult 
tiling  to  determine  how  that  was  to  be 
done.  Some  people,  possibly,  might 
propose  that  a  large  sum  should  be 
given  by  the  State ;  but  tho  matter  was 
one  which  required  to  be  considered 
with  the  greatest  and  most  earnest  care, 
for  fear  they  should  make  any  mistake 
in  the  line  they  adopted.  If  they  could 
at  once,  by  the  wave  of  a  magician's 
wand,  establish  a  number  of  small  farms 
throughout  the  country,  it  might  be  of 
the  greatest  possible  benefit ;  but  it  was 
a  delusion  and  a  snare  if  it  were  imagined 
that  by  any  such  means  they  could  make 
the  country  carry  a  great  increase  of  the 
population  of  the  present  time.  [**0h, 
oh  ! '']  lie  repeated  that  it  was  a  de* 
lu>ion  and  a  snare  to  imagine  that  they 
could,  by  establishing  a  certain  number 
of  small  farms,  get  rid  of  the  difficulty 
that  tho  population  of  this  country  in- 
rriMsi-d  HO  rapidly  and  so  enormouKly, 
that  tho  people  from  tho  country  dis- 
tricts were  constantly  crowding  tho 
towns,  and  that  labour  in  tho  towns  was 
thereby  made  extremely  cheap,  to  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturer.  When 
people  talked  so  much  about  the  land* 
lords  he  thought  it  might  be  remem* 
bered  alao  that  there  were  certain  thinge 
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vhkh  happoned  in  this  country  which 
W(<ro  of  tho  gn^ttest  benofit  to  the  manu- 
faciun*r8  in  the  way  of  gottin^  cheap 
liih«mr.  Ono  word  about  the  lahourora. 
A4  to  theni,  ho  knew  something  himsolf 
of  the  Svotttsli  labourer  in  counti('9.  lie 
ueed  to  tpend  tho  Hummor  months  in  his 
Tonthin  one  of  tho  bviit-farmed  counties 
in  tha  world,  he  supposed — the  county 
of  Uerwick^and  he  could  say  that  at 
the  time  to  which  allusion  had  been 
mado — between  1850  and  IStiO— there 
was  not  a  mor«*  comfortable  set  of  people 
for  their  position  in  life  than  the  hinds 
of  B**rwicK9hire,  and,  he  bi'lioYcd,  of  the 
ii**ighbounng  count! vs.  They  were  wt«ll 
off;  their  houses  were  clean  and  well 
bppi>inted;  thuir  families  were  well 
(ar«<d  for;  and  they  themselves  wore 
eontentod,  welUfed,  and  hanpy.  lie 
knew  S'jmething  of  them,  and  did  not 
sMiak  from  haring  merely  driven  aloog 
the  roatls.  These  men  had  no  excep- 
tional privilogoSf  except  through  tho 
farmer  for  whom  thoy  workod.  Thoy 
pit  their  long  run  of  potatoes  in  a  field ; 
they  kept  their  oow;  and  the  farmer 
fAM*  them  the  grass  for  the  cow. 
"  Hear,  hear !  *']  Hon.  Members  cried 
*'  Hear,  hear !  *'  but  was  it  not  perfectly 
obvious  that  that  was  given  thorn  as 
I»art  of  their  wogt*K  ?  Do  not  let  them 
•uppose  that  a  thrifty  Scottish  farmer 
wa4  going  to  allow  a  cow  to  graze  on  his 
firm  and  not  take  account  of  it  ?  Tho 
u*  *  of  the  field  for  tho  cow  was  an  easier 
way  of  pacing  wages  than  by  giving 
none^,  and  the  labourers  also  got  a  good 
deal  in  kind,  which  probably  would  bo 
objected  to  now  on  the  ground  of  being 
against  tho  Truck  Act.  What  was  wanted 
la  the  oa%e  of  labourers  was  continuous 
sad  reasonably-paid  work.  They  never 
f  'luld  have  that  if  thoy  had  an  overgrown 
|<«>pul.fttion  ;  and  if  hou.G«-ntleuion  below 
thn  Uabgway  would  traniifiT  a  lor,^o 
ti'imb4*r  of  *tnrvin^  ojn  mtivos  fn»ni  liir- 
fuiugham,  Manch*>«ti  r,  and  oth<*r  large 
tuwns  on  to  t'n*  »oil  in  the  rounti<*fl  they 
« i>old  find  that  a  new  ditilctilty  would 
ari«o  a^ain  in  the  cour»i>of  half  a  g>*nc- 
rst«.jn.  If  t^i«^y  would  dev>  to  M  those 
m«'ti  to  Cf*!iLa''y  th«'y  might  do  M)mo- 
thing  with  such  a  aihemo;  but  ptsiplo 
always  forgot  that  putting  down  a  c«t- 
tain  Bsmber  mon*  of  i>erK>ns  on  a  parti- 
rular  spot  meant  an  exn'ptijnal  incn^ase 
of  tho  population  within  a  certain  time, 
which  aaeoasartly  must  lead  to  omigra- 
tion  al  otto  time  or  another  befbra  vaxy 


long.  It  most  lead  either  to  emigration 
into  the  towns  where  tho  workmen  would 
compete  out*  against  the  other,  or  to 
some  land  where  there  was  less  compe- 
tition ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  Uioy  would 
never  got  rid  of  the  difficulty  about  the 
labouring  population  of  this  country  as 
long  OS  people  wont  about  pretending  to 
thom  that  they  would  not  really  benefit 
themselves  by  gt>ing  abroad.  ['*0h, 
oh  !  **]  They  could  not  possibly  sustain 
surplus  population  when  wages  were 
low ;  and  thoy  could  not  raine  wagoa 
until  they  had  got  work  enough,  and 
just  tho  proper  number  of  people  to  do 
it  to  got  good  wages.  They  might  fight 
(IS  thoy  pleased  against  that  law;  but 
that  law  would  defeat  them  in  tho  end. 
As  regarded  emigration,  they  all  in  that 
House  belonged  to  what  were  called  the 
bettor  classes  in  life,  and  they  wont  in 
for  emigration.  There  was  scarcely  a 
man  with  a  large  family  who  had  not 
one  son  either  in  Ind^'a,  Australia,  or 
America ;  and  when  men  went  about  to 
persuade  the  population  that  it  was 
cruelty  to  induce  them  to  emigrate,  thoy 
did  a  grievous  harm  to  the  ignorant 
people  whom  thov  deceived.  He  would 
conclude  by  thanking  the  House  for  tho 
attention  with  which  they  had  libtened 
to  him ;  and  if  ho  did  not  now  allude 
to  the  Crofter  question  it  was  because 
there  was  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
which  would  give  another  opportunity 
of  speaking  upon  that  subject. 

Mb.  DITKHAM  said,  that  in  Eng- 
land farmers  had  the  best  market  in  the 
world  in  which  to  sell  their  produce ; 
and  yet  on  all  hands  a  large  area  of 
land  was  in  a  bterile  state,  and  much 
more  was  going  out  of  cultivation.  Thia 
must  ari^e  from  a  want  of  security.  For 
many  years  tenants  were  ruined  by  the 
preservation  of  game ;  and  oven  in  times 
of  r  )mparative  prosperity  landlords  did 
not 'ling  to  improve  the  homesteads  and 
protect  tho  valuable  properties  of  the 
man  re  fnuu  being  washed  away  by  the 
rains.  Such  a  syttem  had  an  inevi- 
table tendency  to  reduce  the  number  of 
tenants  and  tho  capital  of  the  occupiers. 
The  liord  Advo<*uto  had  a^ "turned  that 
there  was  substantially  no  difference  in 
the  d«'pres>ion  b«*tween  la%t  year  and 
this;  but  since  last  year  the  prices  of 
live  stock  had  been  reduced  by  20  per 
cent,  whilst  oom  was  further  reduced  in 

Srice.    No  improvemant  in  prices  could 
e  expected,  with  tho  immenaa  veassla 
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carrying  what  undoubtedly  was  the  first 
necessary  sequel  of  the  legislation  of  last 
Session^  for  the  purpose  of  giving  local 
Hoards  to  the  counties.  The  dopression 
iu  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales  and 
England  was  not  one  bit  grr-ator  at  that 
moment  than  it  was  at  any  time  during 
the  lost  Session.  [**  Ye?,  yo? !  "]  Well, 
it  was  greater  in  this  s^-nso,  no  doubt, 
that  it  was  &till  protracted  Um  a  greater 
length  of  time  ;  but  it  was  only  greater 
in  that  respect.  Thoy  knew  how  long  it 
had  prevailed  ;  but  ho  ventured  to  think 
that  if  it  had  lasted  for  10  years  they 
had  some  reason,  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
rose  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
and  asked  the  Government  to  cure  it  in 
their  first  Session,  to  inquire  why  it  was 
never  dealt  with  before.  The  present 
Goyemment  had  not  before  them  the 
materials  prepared  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment for  dealing  with  it;  and  if  they 
would  supply  the  information  which  thoy 
did  collect  for  the  good  of  the  country 
upon  that  matter,  and  show  thorn  that 
the  Hoyal  Commission  appointed  by  the 
Government  was  unnecessary,  then  he 
thought  they  would  have  something  to 
eajT  on  the  question.  The  first  duty  of 
this  Parliament  was  to  carry  out  what 
necessarily  must  be  the  sequel  of  the 
legislation  of  last  Session — namely,  to 
confer  a  measure  of  local  government 
upon  those  who  livod  in  the  counticji. 
That  was  absolutely  essential  as  their 
first  duty  ;  for  the  reason  that  whatever 
were  the  grounds  that  might  be  given 
for  the  course  which  was  taken  last 
Session,  it  was  undoubtedly,  in  ordinary 
language,  a  putting  of  the  cart  before 
the  horse.  The  natural  course  was  to 
confer  upon  dwellers  in  the  counties  the 
managomeut  of  their  own  affairs  in  the 
counties,  as  a  training  for  the  exercise 
of  that  more  important  franchise  which 
required  greater  political  e<lucation  to 
enable  them  to  usie  it  with  advantage  to 
the  State.  In  saying  that  hi*  was  c^nly 
quoting  the  words  of  the  noble  Mar<^uesx4 
opi'Odito  (the  Marijuess  of  Ilartington], 
mIio,  in  speaking  on  the  question  bofon* 
it  was  quite  6ettl<*d  whether  a  Franchise 
Bill  was  to  be  brought  forward,  ex* 
pressed  a  decided  opinion  that,  in  the  lirNt 
])laco,  the  peoj  le  ou^ht  to  be  trained  by 
the  exercise  of  the  local  franchise  before 
they  received  the  franchise  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Members  to  Parliament.  The 
result  of  that  course  would  be  that  they 
would  have  a  far  better  body  of  pablio 
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opinion  bearing  upon  the  great  questions 
which  were  raised  in  the  Amendment. 
Thoy  would  have  county  councils,  who 
could  discuss  these  matters  and  bring 
great  light  to  bear  upon  them,  which, 
would  be  most  useful  in  any  future  legis* 
lation  which  might  be  thought  wise. 
Ho  feared  he  had  detained  the  House 
too  long  on  the  question  of  the  tenure  of 
land.  [*'  No,  no ! '']  If  not,  he  should 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  small  farms,  and  on  what 
should  be  done  for  the  labourers.  As 
regarded  small  farms,  he  knew  of  no 
landlord  who  had  any  objection  what- 
ever to  the  establishment  of  small  farm 
holdings ;  but  he  ventured  to  say 
that  no  one  could  suggest  a  time 
at  which  it  was  more  difficult  to 
carry  out  any  such  excellent  scheme 
than  a  time  when  over}'body  was  short 
of  money.  They  could  not  iMjssibly 
establish  aLrge  number  of  new  farms 
without  an  immense  outlay  in  enabling 
the  new  small  farmers  to  have  a  roof 
over  their  heads  within  reasonable  reach 
of  their  farms,  and  to  have  proper  farm 
buildings,  prop<»r  approaches,  and  every- 
thing required  to  make  farm  work 
satisfactory.  It  was  a  most  difficult 
tiling  to  determine  how  that  was  to  be 
done.  Some  people,  possibly,  might 
propose  that  a  large  sum  should  bo 
given  by  the  State;  but  the  matter  was 
one  which  required  to  be  considered 
with  the  greatest  and  most  earnest  care, 
for  fear  they  should  make  any  mistake 
in  the  line  they  adopted.  If  they  could 
at  once,  by  the  wave  of  a  magician's 
wand,  establish  a  number  of  small  farms 
throughout  the  country,  it  might  be  of 
the  greatest  possible  benefit ;  but  it  was 
a  delusion  and  a  snare  if  it  were  imagined 
that  by  any  such  means  they  could  make 
the  country  carry  a  great  increase  of  the 
population  of  the  i)resent  time.  [**  Oh, 
oh  ! ''  ]  He  repeated  that  it  was  a  de- 
lusion and  a  snare  to  imagine  that  they 
c<juld,  by  establishing  a  certain  number 
of  small  farms,  get  rid  of  the  difficulty 
that  the  population  of  this  country  in- 
rrt>as«d  so  rapidly  and  so  enormously, 
that  the  people  from  the  country  dii* 
tricts  wore  constantly  crowding  t^ 
towns,  and  that  labour  in  the  town** 
thereby  made  extremely  cheap^ 
benefit  of  the  manufaotorer 
people  talked  so  much  aboot 
lords,  he  thought  it  mi^l  bi 
bared  also  that  there 
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«luch  b«ppeDod  io  thif  ooontr/  which 
«m  of  tho  grectMt  bonefit  to  the  mmou- 
factan-n  in  the  way  of  (cottioff  cheap 
Ikbuor.  Obu  word  kboot  tho  labourers. 
A*  to  ihem.  ho  knew  eometbinff  himsoK 
('(  the  .S.-ottish  Ubourer  in  countie*.  IIo 
need  to  epend  the  summer  months  iu  his 
joalh  in  OS*  of  the  bost-farmed  countioi 
in  th*  world,  ho  enppoeed — the  county 
of  Berwiok — and  he  could  ur  thnt  at 
tb«  tiote  to  which  ailueion  hnd  been 
tude— between  ISSO  nnd  IStlU— there 
wa«  not  a  muri'  oomfortablo  eet  of  people 
tat  their  poeition  in  iifo  than  the  hinda 
of  UrrwieVshire,  and,  he  bflicrod.  of  tho 
B<-igbboarit)g  counLiee.  They  were  wt-ll 
off;  their  housos  were  clean  aud  welt 
•pp^nted;  tht'ir  funilios  wero  well 
tuvA  lur :  and  they  themselves  wore 
eoaiMitod,  well-fed,  and  happy,  lie 
ka*w  eomething  of  them,  and  did  not 
»ii*ak  from  having  merelr  driTcn  along 
iLa  roads.  These  men  had  no  exoep- 
I  mal  priTilegea,  except  through  the 
fumer  for  whom  tboy  workoJ.  Thoy 
pA  their  loos  ran  of  potatoes  in  a  field  ; 
U>«y  kept  their  cow;  and  the  farmer 
I^Bie  them  the  grass  for  the  cow. 
*'  Hear,  hear '.  "]  lion.  Members  oried 
"  Ut^x,  hear ' "  but  was  it  not  perfectly 
obnoua  that  (hat  waa  given  them  as 
part  of  their  wages?  Do  not  let  them 
■uppoaa  that  a  thrifty  Scottish  farmer 
WB«  going  to  allow  a  tow  to  graxe  on  his 
farm  and  not  take  account  of  ilT  Tbo 
ui-.'  of  the  field  for  the  cow  was  an  easier 
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long.  It  most  lead  either  to  omigration 
into  the  towns  where  the  workmen  would 
compete  one  against  tho  other,  or  to 
some  land  whero  there  was  lens  compo- 
lition  ;  audherontuncl  to  say  they  would 
iiuver  get  rid  of  [he  difficulty  about  the 
labouring  jutpulatlon  of  this  country  ati 
long  as  penple  went  about  pretending  to 
them  that  they  would  not  really  benefit 
tbomselves  by  guing  abroad.  ["Oh, 
oh  '.  "]  They  could  not  possibly  suatain 
Burptus  nopulation  when  wages  were 
low  ;  ana  thoy  could  nut  rajsi.'  wages 
until  they  had  got  work  enough,  and 
just  tho  proper  number  of  peoplo  to  do 
it  to  got  good  wages.  They  might  fight 
LIS  tboy  pleased  agiJnet  that  law;  but 
that  law  would  defeat  them  in  the  end. 
As  regarded  emigration,  they  all  in  that 
House  belonged  to  what  were  called  the 
better  claases  in  life,  and  they  went  in 
for  emigration.  Thoro  was  scarcely  a 
man  with  a  large  family  who  had  not 
one  eon  either  in  Ind'a,  Australia,  or 
America  ;  and  when  men  went  about  to 
persuade  the  population  that  it  waa 
cruelty  to  induce  them  to  emigrate,  they 
did  a  grioTouf  harm  to  the  ignorant 
peojilo  whom  they  deceived.  lie  would 
eondude  by  thanking  tho  House  for  tho 
attention  with  which  they  hod  listened 
tu  him ;  and  if  he  did  not  now  alludu 
to  tho  Crofter  question  it  was  becauso 
there  waa  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
which  would  give  another  opportunity 
of  speaking  upon  that  subject. 

>[:.     l'r.]:;i\AI         -      -  ;,t  in  Eng- 
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that  were  crossing  the  Atlantic,  bringing 
American  produce  that  was  distributed 
by  our  railways  at  preferential  rates, 
while  wages  were  rising  and  local  taxa- 
tion increasing.  India,  too,  and  even 
Australia  were  now  sending  largo  quan- 
tities of  wheat  to  this  country ;  in  fact, 
successfully  compoting  with  America. 
Something  must  be  done  to  enable  the 
occupiers  of  the  soil  to  compete  with 
foreign  producers.  True,  rents  were 
being  reduced ;  but  the  merely  casual 
and  temporary  reduction  of  rtMiti  ko[»t 
occupiers  in  a  state  of  uncertainty ;  they 
felt  that  should  an  unfortunate  out- 
break of  war  take  place,  and  prices 
rose,  rents  would  be  raised.  Land 
ought  to  be  let  in  such  a  way  that  the 
tenant  could  pay  the  rent  from  year 
to  year  without  haying  to  go  hat  in 
hand  to  the  landlord.  A  sitting  tenant 
now  had  no  security,  for  he  knew  that 
as  soon  as  there  was  any  temporary 
advance  in  the  value  of  the  produce  his 
rent  would  be  raised,  and  he  would 
have  to  pay  an  increased  rent  for  the 
very  improvements  ho  had  made  with 
his  own  capital.  Compensation  ought 
to  be  paid  before  rent  was  raised,  tho 
same  as  it  would  be  had  he  to  quit  his 
holding  and  an  increased  rent  obtained 
from  his  successor.  One  of  tho  worst 
clauses  in  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act 
was  that  prohibiting  compensation  for 
what  were  called  the  inherent  capabili- 
ties of  the  soil.  If  rents  were  to  be  re- 
gulated by  the  price  of  wheat,  as  sug- 
gested, they  womd  be  low  indeed.  The 
increase  of  live  stock  was  hindered  by 
the  withholding  of  compensation  for 
corn  consumed  on  a  farm ;  and  restric- 
tions of  this  kind  operated  most  preju- 
dicially against  the  adoption  of  the 
measures  called  for  by  foreign  competi- 
tion. Relief  from  local  taxation  would 
aid  a  little.  The  burden  of  local  taxa- 
tion was  felt  by  the  farmorn  of  England 
more  than  of  Scotland.  There  half  the 
rntei  wi-re  pai<l  by  the  landlord**.  The 
Scotch  tenantry  had  been  shrewd  enough, 
when  they  saw  frei^h  in)|K)sition8  threat- 
ening them  to  make  that  arrangt'ment ; 
but  in  England  the  farmers  had  sub- 
mit tod  almost  without  remonstrance 
until  they  were  weighed  down  with  the 
burden.  It  was  remarkable  that  a^rrl- 
culturo  had  been  omitted  from  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Commission  now  sitting,  for 
the  Report  of  which  the  Lord  Advocate 
eoggeeted  the  Hooae  ahoold  wait  before 
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dealing  with  the  question ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  no  agricultural  authority 
was  asked  to  sit  upon  it.  The  question 
of  valuation  for  rating  purposes  must 
come  to  the  front ;  and  he  hoped  that 
before  long  thero  would  be  a  good  and 
equitable  system  propounded.  The  far- 
mer, furth(>r,  had  also  to  fight  against 
preferential  rates,  which  was  most  un- 
just, and  formed  one  of  the  numerous 
questions  affecting  agriculture  demand- 
ing earnest  consideration. 

Mr.  long  said,  that  direct  attacks 
had  been  made  upon  landlords  as  a  class, 
and  it  had  been  denied  that  the  remis- 
sion of  rents  afforded  any  security  to  the 
tenants.  But  surely  there  was  nothing 
better  calculated  to  give  a  feeling  of 
security  to  tenants  than  the  fact  that  in 
hard  times  landlords  were  ready  to  meet 
them  half  way.  There  was  no  good  to 
be  gained  by  pointing  out  an  evil  unless 
they  cDuld  suggest  a  remedy.  It  was 
said  that  the  tenant  wanted  security ; 
but  surely  the  best  security  he  could 
have  w*as  that  he  knew  the  landlord 
would  do  almost  anything  to  keep  him 
on  his  fflLrm.  lie  had  great  sympathy 
with  tho  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, because  it  expressed  to  a  very  largo 
extent  bis  own  feelings  regarding  the 
matter.  lie  felt  that  the  present  state  of 
agriculture  demanded  a  greater  attention 
than  it  had  hitherto  received  from  either 
Party  in  the  IIouso.  The  pre<ient  de* 
pres$>(»d  condition  of  agriculture  was 
certainly  grave  enough  to  justify  every 
word  in  which  the  hon.  Member  for  For- 
farshire had  described  it.  Tho  condition 
not  only  of  the  tenant  farmers  of  tho 
country,  but  also  of  the  landlords,  was 
so  bad  that  it  demanded  the  instanta- 
neous and  prompt  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment. But  was  there  anything  in  tho 
Amendment  which  would  justify  them 
in  voting  for  it,  thereby  leading  tho 
House  to  believe  that  if  it  was  pass««d 
th«'  con<lition  of  agriculture  would  be  im- 
provc<l,  or  that  it  would  bring  about  a 
iH'tter  state  of  things  to  the  farmers? 
His  opinion  was  that  the  tenant  farmers 
(b  *«ired  to  bo  placed  on  a  fairer  footing 
with  those  who  at  present  competed  with 
them ;  they  wanted  a  fair  field  and  no 
favour,  and  then  they  would  be  able  to 
hold  their  own.  At  present  the  farmers 
were  heavily  handicapped  with  foreign 
competition ;  and  it  was  absurd  to  say 
that  their  position  would  be  materially 
improved  if  better  eecority  of  tenure 
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onlTgranted.  There  were,  no  doubt, 
in  which  Inndlords  had  lament- 
aSljr  failed  to  do  their  doty.  The  hon. 
If  embf  r  for  Leiceetershire  (Mr.  Ellis)  had 
detailed  circumiitancee  in  which  ho  and 
hit  anceetort  had  sufferod  at  tho  hands 
of  landlords.  Thej  could,  at  all  ovents, 
rotagratulato  htm  on  the  very  satisfactory 
appearance  which  so  distressed  a  farmer 
presented  at  the  end  of  such  a  long  re- 
cotrd  of  nnfair  treatment.  But  it  seemed 
t  >  him  that  ho  and  his  ancestors  must 
have  walked  very  easily  into  a  snaro 
which  mu«t  have  been  openly  laid  for 
then ;  and,  with  great  resnect  for  the 
boo.  Meml>er,  he  ouestionea  very  much 
whether  the  majority  of  tenant  farmers 
woold  walk  so  blindlv  into  a  similar 
snare,  or  be  so  proud  to  talk  about  it 
afterwards.  Did  the  hon.  Member  for 
Furiarshire  (Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay^  believe 
that  if  tenants  were  given  st^curity  of 
teoort*  it  would  induce  them  to  spend 
more  money  in  tho  cultivation  of  their 
holdings?  I>id  the  hon.  Member  pro- 
pose a  fixed  rent  and  a  fixed  ntatutory 
t«nn  during  which  tenants  should  enjoy 
thftr  holdings?  How  would  the  hon. 
Member  be  able  to  guarantee  that  in 
four  or  five  years*  time  a  similar  fall 
would  not  take  place,  and  leave  the 
fanners  much  in  tho  same  poAition  as 
they  were  in  now  ?  He  was  certain  that 
if  an  appeal  was  made  to  tho  tenant- 
fanners  of  England  as  a  body — he  npc ike 
not  of  Scotland,  the  circumstances  of 
which  he  did  not  know — to  state  what 
they  desired  most  they  would  express  a 
jireferencf*  to  be  left  to  the  arrangements 
which  they  were  able  and  competent  tu 
make  with  their  landlords,  rath(*r  than 
that  legislation  should  be  pass4'(l  for 
them  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Forfarshire.  In  many  of 
the  speechee  which  had  bc4>n  diOivered 
that  evening  a  strong  fi^eling  had  bt»en 
apparent  that  the  landlords,  at  a  bo'ly, 
were  oppoeed  to  the  well*b*'ing  and  the 
proepenty  of  the  tenants.  Putting  on 
one  sid<*  the  question  that  the  interest  of 
the  landlords  must  be  bound  un  with 
that  of  the  tenants,  he  believeo,  as  a 
role,  it  would  be  found  that  the  land* 
lords  and  the  tenants  were  as  gocxl 
fneods  as  any  two  classes  in  tho  length 
and  lirsadlh  of  the  countnr.  Ho  far 
from  there  being,  either  in  the  ("^onser- 
vative  ranks  or  among  the  landlords  of 
the  eoontr^  generally,  any  feeling  up- 
posed  tp  the  real  interests  of  tho  tenant- 


farmers,  ho  belioved  that  if  any  hon. 
Member  proposed  measures  which  had 
a  practical  chance  of  clearly  bonefitinflr 
tenant  farmers  as  a  class  he  would  find 
them  supported  from  all  quarters  of  the 
House,  and  by  lantllords  as  well  as  by  te- 
nant farmers.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bris- 
tol (Mr.  Cossham)  the  other  day  charged 
the  Tory  landlords  and  Tory  parsons  with 
having  '*  Boycotted  "  thos4«  in  this  coun- 
try who  had  voted  for  the  Liberals.  If 
that  was  his  honest  opinion  it  showed 
that  his  knowledge  of  the  Question  upon 
which  he  spoke  was  very  Blight  indeed  ; 
and  if  his  information  with  regard  to 
'*  Boycotting  "  in  Ireland  was  as  accu- 
rato  as  his  description  of  tho  course  ho 
assttrtod  had  been  taken  by  the  Tory 
landlords  and  tho  Tory  parsons  in  Eng- 
land, his  remarks  were  not  calculated  to 
throw  much  light  upon  tho  subject. 
Above  all,  his  remarks  proved  con- 
clusively that  tho  hon.  Member  did  not 
know  much  about  the  question.  He 
defied  the  hon.  Member  for  Bristol  to 
prove  that  the  Tory  landlords  or  the 
Tory  parsons  had,  as  a  class,  **  Boy- 
cotted the  tenant  farmers  or  anvono 
else.  No  doubt  they  might  at  times  have 
done  thinp}  which  they  would  not  like 
to  defend  in  every  particular;  but  had 
the  Liberals  done  nothing  of  which  they 
had  rea<)ou  to  be  ashamed  ?  It  seemed 
to  him  idle  to  make  charges  of  this  kind 
and  attaching  them  to  particular  classes 
and  to  a  particular  Party.  IIo  had  no 
doubt  that  the  question  of  agriculture 
called  for  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
(fovemment,  no  matter  which  Party 
happened  to  be  in  power  at  the  time. 
I'nless  the  Qovemment,  whether  Tory 
or  Liberal,  realised  that  the  ag^cultural 
question  had  reached  very  serious  di- 
mensions —  unless  they  were  prepared 
to  put  it  in  tho  forefront  of  th4*ir  pro- 
gramme, and  to  dt^al  with  it  not  upon 
Party,  but  UT>on  national  lines — they 
would  fuil  to  do  that  which  the  country 
i*xpe<'ted  thi*m  to  do.  In  this  connection, 
too,  the  (fovemmf^nt  mi(;ht  well  turn 
their  attention  to  the  subject  of  railway 
rates  and  chArg«*9.  It  noemed  to  him  to 
be  a  monstrous  state  of  things  that  rail- 
way's in  this(*ountry  should  convey  home 
pre  duce  at  double  the  ratos  which  were 
char^red  for  that  coming  from  foreign 
couDtric^.  It  was  for  the  interest  of  tho 
whole  country  that  iMimi'thing  should  be 
at  on(*«'  done  to  stimulate  thi'  great  in- 
dustry of  agriculture. 
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Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  observed  tliat, 
haying  regard  to  the  course  the  debate 
had  taken,  he  did  not  think  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Forfarshire 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay)  owed  any  apology 
to  the  House  for  having  brought  this 
subject  under  its  notice.  Ilis  hon. 
Friend  had  set  forth  in  the  forefront  of 
his  speech  the  magnitude  and  import- 
ance of  the  depression  which  now 
affected  the  agricultural  interest ;  and 
that  depression  had  been  painted  in 
even  darker  colours  by  hon.  Members 
who  had  spoken  on  the  opposite  side. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcudbright 
(Mr.  Mark  Stewart)  had  complained, 
indeed,  of  the  failure  of  Memocrs  on 
the  Opposition  Benches  duly  to  appreciate 
the  depression  of  agriculture,  and  the 
tone  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Bye's  (Colonel  Brookfiold's)  remarks 
had  been  somewhat  similar.  That  was 
quite  a  mistake ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  must  observe  that  if  the  state  of  the 
agricultural  interest  was  so  urgent  and 
important,  surely  it  might  fairly  have 
been  expected  that  the  Government 
would  have  indicated  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  their  view  whether  any  re- 
medy for  the  evil  was  possible  by  way  of 
legislation.  That  was,  however,  exactly 
what  the  Government  had  not  done; 
and  it  was  on  account  of  their  omission 
to  do  it  that  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Forfarshire  was  brought 
forward.  His  hon.  Friend  did  not  do- 
sire  to  commit  those  who  might  give  a 
general  assent  to  his  Amendment  to  any 
of  the  particular  provisions  that  he  had 
suggested.  His  hon.  Friend  had  stat4>d 
his  own  views,  that  was  all ;  and  he  com- 
plained that  the  Government  had  no- 
thing whatever  to  suggest.  All  that 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  urged 
in  answer  was  only  a  recrimination 
against  those  who  had  declined  to  serve 
on  the  Commission  on  the  Depression  of 
Trade,  as  if  their  refusal  implied  indif- 
ference to  that  question.  But  all  who 
had  followed  the  course  of  the  discussion 
on  the  appointment  of  that  Commission 
must  have  been  very  well  satisfied  that 
thoee  who  declined  to  serve  on  it  gave 
what  moat  of  them  on  that  aide  thought 
very  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  not 
aerviog.  These  reasons  might  be  very 
ahortly  aummariiod  in  two  sentences. 
In  the  first  place,  there  bad  been,  an<l 
waa,  a  very  prevalent  idea  that  it  was 
what   waa  commonly  called  a  '*Fair 


Trade"  Commission  ["No!"];  and, 
secondly,  those  who  justly  appreciated 
the  magnitude  of  the  agricultural  ques- 
tion felt  strongly  that  a  Eoyal  Commis- 
sion would  in  this,  as  in  so  many  other 
cases,  prove  a  way  of  postponing  or 
shelving  it.  The  idea  that  it  was  a 
*'  Fair  Trade  "  Commission  derived  con- 
firmation from  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Eye,  who  had 
pointed  out  that  the  only  remedial  mat* 
ter,  after  local  taxation,  related  to  hostile 
foreign  tariffs.  If  the  Government 
thought  that  nothing  but  an  inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  trade  depression  gene- 
rally, and  all  over  the  world,  could  be 
suggested  by  way  of  amending  the  con- 
dition of  the  tenant  farmers  and  la]x)urers 
of  this  country,  it  was  well  that  that  fact 
should  be  generally  known.  But  surely 
while  there  was  no  doubt  a  cDnooctiou 
between  the  cardinal  industry  of  agricul- 
ture and  all  other  industries  and  trades, 
there  were  also  points  relating  to  the 
occupancy  and  tenure  of  land  which  could 
be  considered,  and  on  which  the  judg- 
ment of  Parliament  could  be  taken  quite 
apart  from  and  independently  of  the  in- 
quiry before  the  Eoyal  Commission.  The 
liOD.  Member  for  Kirkcudbright  (Mr. 
Mark  Stewart)  had  spoken  of  the  very 
slender  references  made  to  that  matter 
by  Liberal  candidatoj*,  and  particularly 
by  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Gladstone), 
at  the  late  Election ;  but  if  that  hon .  Mem- 
ber bad  read  the  spoech  delivered  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend  at  Dalkeith,  he  would 
find  that  the  question  of  the  land  had  not 
been  overlooked.  The  question  of  the  land 
had  been  put  in  the  forefront  by  the 
Liberal  Party. 

Mb.  MAEK  8TEWAET  explained 
that  what  he  had  remarked  upon  was 
the  almost  entire  absence  from  Liberal 
speeches  of  any  allusion  to  the  depr^'ssed 
state  of  the  agricultural  interest. 

Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said,  if  tho 
hon.  Member  only  meant  that  there 
were  few  expressions  of  barren  sympathy 
with  agricultural  distress  from  Libend 
candidates,  he  might  be  right ;  be- 
caus(«  those  who  aspired  to  seats  in  that 
House  hoped  to  have  something  moro 
practical  to  offer  than  mere  commisera- 
tion. A  great  deal  had  been  said  a^>out 
the  Ag^cultiiral  Holdings  Acts.  Well, 
no  ooe  who  had  had  an}  thing  to  do  with 
the  framing  of  those  Acts  connidered  that 
they  were  i)erfect.  Thev  were  a  very 
great  step  at  the  time ;  but  they  could 


SSI 


Mmjeti^'^M  Jf0$i 


{Januabt  25|  188C} 


GrmciWM  Sptfch.        382 


Bc4  thot  th«ir  ejet  to  the  •xperience 
%hmj  had  had  ttnoe  the  passing  of  those 
Art 4.  There  was,  bj  general  consent,  a 
TariMj  of  defects  in  thorn  which,  he 
hoped,  it  would  bo  possible  to  amend. 
t  »oe  of  the  points  to  be  considered  re- 
lated to  security  for  tonants'  improvo- 
m««ta.  Again,  while  the  ca«o  of  the 
fanner  was  very  urgent,  that  of  the 
labourer,  by  universal  consent,  also  re- 

Suirrd  to  bo  dealt  with  at  a  very  early 
ate.  Why  should  they  delay  the  in- 
tr  iduction  of  a  measuro  providing  tho 
UboQxer  with  an  allotment,  or  a  bit  of 
land  to  cultivate  as  his  own,  until  the 
inquiry  into  tho  genorsl  state  of  trade 
was  concluded  ?  Nothing  like  irritation 
or  indignation  aminst  a  particular  class 
exiftted  on  his  side  of  the  House.  What 
they  desirt«d  was,  that  all  the  clnj^ses  in- 
terested in  the  land,  and  cettatnly  in* 
cliMiing  the  landlonls,  should  each  be 
placed  on  an  eanitable  footing,  by  which 
thi'y  should  all  receive  a  just  share  in 
the  products  of  the  soil.  Ue,  therefore, 
hoped  it  would  be  clearly  understood 
that  there  was  not  the  least  wish  to  deal 
unjustly  with  any  doss ;  and  he  would 
be  sorry  if  any  Government  wore  to  do 
anything  that  would  have  that  efl;4*ct. 
This  was  not  tho  time  or  the  i>Iaco  for 
thcNie  who  were  merely  ezprcpsing  regret 
that  a  particular  matter  had  been  on- 
1 1  rely  overlooks  in  tho  legislative  pro- 
pfjsals  of  the  <  rovemment  to  table  their 
owa  sehemee.  lie  thought  no  ono  who 
had  followed  tho  discussions  throiJgh<  ut 
tho  electoral  campaign  could  doubt  that 
there  were  remedies,  wh<*ther  thoy  might 
meet  with  the  approval  of  thin  liouso  or 
not,  that  the  laws  relating  to  tho  tenure 
and  oecupanej  of  land  were  not  porfeit, 
and  that,  not  being  perfett,  and  tho 
magnitude  and  importance  of  the  evil 
being  recognisedt  it  was  the  incumbent 
and  nrMit  duty  of  tho«M»  who  had  to 
frame  the  Speech  for  Her  Majesty  to 
make  some  suggestion  l>y  way  of  amend- 
meut  which  mighty  at  all  events,  miti- 
g«t4«»  if  it  did  not  entirely  remove,  thoto 

Tm  CHANCELLOR  of  th«  DUCTTY 
rr  LANCA8TKK  Mr.  Ciurusc  :  The 
right  hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  haa  blamed  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Oovenment  beeauM  while  call- 
ing att««ntion  to  the  faet  of  agricultural ! 
dsprssaioti  wa  have  not  indicated  a 
remedy  for  it.  I  admit  that  it  is  very  ' 
difleoity  at  tha  pteeent  timoi  to  BOggeat  j 


a  remedy  for  that  depression.  The  real 
cause  of  the  depression  is  to  be  found  in 
tho  great  depreciation  in  the  price  of  agri- 
cultural produce  which  has  taken  place 
during  tho  last  fow  years.  I  do  not  sup- 
p05o  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman  anticipate*!  that  either  the  present 
or  any  other  Government  would  ])e  pre- 
pared to  come  to  Parliament  with  pro- 
posals for  any  artificial  means  of  raising 
tho  price  of  agricultural  produce;  and 
unless  such  proposals  were  made  it  would 
bo  very  difficult  to  suggest  anything  that 
would  be  a  remedy  for  that  depression. 
One  of  the  great  complaints  that  ha^o 
been  mado  by  agrioulturi««tR  for  years 
past  is  that  the  land  is  heavily  and  un- 
fairly rated.  If  tho  right  hon.  and  learned 
(Gentleman  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
study  the  Sp<»pch  from  the  Throne  ho 
would  have  seon  that  a  measure  dealing 
with  County  (iovernment  will  shortly  bo 
laid  before  tho  House,  and  that  mea- 
sure will  propose  to  g^ve  substantial 
relief  to  the  land  with  rogard  to  local 
burdens.  The  hon.  Mombor  for  Here- 
fordshire ^Mr.  Duckham)  has  suggested 
that  tho  burden  of  tho  rates  might  bo 
divided  between  tho  landowners  and  tho 
farmers.  That  is  ono  of  the  recom- 
m(«ndations  which  was  made  by  tho 
Koyal  ConimisKton  appointed  some  few 
years  ago  by  a  ConRervative  Govern - 
mont ;  but  although  the  Liberal  Party 
have  beon  in  Office,  with  the  exception 
of  tho  last  few  months,  ever  since  that 
recommendation  was  made  they  have 
taken  no  steps  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Wiltshire  (Mr. 
I^ng)  has  also  expressed  some  anxiety 
tliat  recommendations  should  be  made 
for  the  reli(*f  of  agricultural  depression ; 
but  the  only  suggostton  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  mud(*  hiiL^^i^lf  is  one  with  regard 
to  preferential  railway  rates,  which  is  a 
subject  that  has  already  engo^  d  tho 
attention  of  Hi*r  Maj*>fity*s  Government. 
MoreoviT,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  scarcolv  boen  10  dsys  in  <  )iBce  when 
they  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  pro- 
pose an  Address  to  Her  Majt^sty  pray- 
ing her  to  appoint  a  Hoyal  Commission 
to  inquire  into  all  the  causes  of  tho  de- 
precation of  trade.  That  Commission  is 
now  engaged  in  investigating  the  whole 
question ;  and  it  is  no  doubt  considering, 
among  other  subject  •«,  the  question  of 
prf'fercbtial  railway  raten.  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  Mover  of  this  Amend- 
ment that  this  b  a  moat  important  and 
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grave  question ;  but  I  am  not  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  in  his  speech 
made  no  reference  to  it,  and  suggested 
no  remedy  for  the  evil.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  no  doubt  laboured  under  the 
same  difficulty  that  the  Government 
do  in  proposing  any  adequate  remedy 
for  agnoultural  depression.  One  feature 
is  encouraging.  All  classes  throughout 
the  country  are  becoming  alive  to  the 
fact  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance not  only  to  those  who  are  directly 
connected  with  agriculture,  but  to  all 
classes  of  the  community.  The  only 
danger  I  fear  is  that  some  of  those  who 
are  not  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  sub- 
ject may  be  led  into  wishing  to  adopt 
some  of  those  remedies  which  have  been 
frequently  proposed,  and,  if  adopted, 
would  prove  to  be  wholly  delusive.  In- 
deed, their  only  effect  would  be  to  aggra- 
vate and  increase  the  existing  depres- 
sion. What  is  the  ease  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  Barclay  \ 
who  has  moved  the  Amendment  on  this 
occasion  ?  I  confess  I  have  experienced 
some  difficulty  in  finding  out  exactly 
what  he  wants.  He  has  contrasted  the 
position  of  a  farmer  in  England  with 
that  of  a  farmer  on  the  other  »ide  of 
the  Atlantic.  He  talked  about  the  ge- 
neral consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  farmers  of  the  country ;  but  per- 
haps he  will  forgive  me  for  saying  that 
I  altogether  question  his  right  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  farmers  of  the  country. 
He  told  us  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Affri* 
cultural  Holdings  Act  has  proved  a 
complete  failure  altogether.  Finally,  he 
said  that  the  three  essential  require- 
ments are  freedom  of  cultivation,  se- 
curity for  capital,  and  moderate  rents. 
I  should  be  disposed,  generally  speak- 
ing, to  answer  those  three  requirements 
in  this  way.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  farmer,  at  the  present  time,  is  abso- 
lutdy  master  of  the  situation.  The 
difficulty  in  these  days  is  not  for  a  far- 
mer to  get  a  farm,  but  for  a  landlord  to 
find  a  tenant.  In  such  circumstances, 
if  a  farmer  fails  to  make  an  agreement, 
which  gives  him  freedom  of  cultivation, 
security  for  capital,  and  mod<»rate  rent, 
he  has  nobody  to  blame  but  himself.  1 
will  give  an  instance  which  occurred 
only  a  few  day<i  ago.  I  was  reading 
a  letter,  which  was  addressed  by  one 
of  the  best  farmers  in  England  to 
a  man  who  was  generally  oonsidered  to 


be  an  excellent  landlord.  It  was  a 
letter  resigning  his  farm,  which  was  a 
first-class  farm,  in  admirable  order,  and 
thoroughly  equipped  with  every  modem 
re<iuirement,  and  it  was  let  at  what  the 
tenant  admitted  to  be  a  reasonable  rout. 
Well,  what  is  the  purport  of  that  letter? 
The  purport  of  the  letter  was,  in  the 
first  place,  to  express  the  writer's  grief 
at  finding  the  time  had  come  when  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to 
give  up  his  farm.  A  more  kindly  or 
more  generous  letter  was  never  written 
by  a  tenant  to  a  landlord ;  but  what  he 
says  is  this — 

'*  I  have  had  tocH  heavy  losses  for  many 
^-ean  that  it  is  impossiblo  for  mo  to  continun 
m  this  business.  Ton  hare  granted  me  evcrr- 
thing  I  ask  ;  you  have  mado  reductions  of  rent, 
which  havo  been  liberal  in  tho  extn'ino,  and  for 
the  loAt  few  years  I  have  never  xnnde  a  requi  ^t 
which  was  not  acceded  to  by  you.  If  vour 
farm  is  worth  fanning  at  all,  it  is  worth  a 
great  deal  more  than  1  am  paying  yon  at  the 
l>rcM.nt  time.*' 

[Oppo9ftion  laughter,^  Hon.  Members 
opposite  seem  to  think  that  this  is  a 
matter  for  laughter  and  amusement ; 
but  I  venture  to  think  that  they  very 
much  under-estimate  the  gravity  of  the 
ponition.  So  grave  and  serious  is  that 
position,  that  in  treating  it  as  a  mattvr 
of  amusement  hon.  Members  are  labour- 
ing under  a  great  mistake.  The  writer 
of  this  letter  winds  up  in  this  way — 

**  If  your  farm  is  worth  fanning  at  all.  it  is 
worth  a  great  deal  more  than  I  am  }>a>ing  you 
at  the  present  time ;  but  so  serious  has  tho 
agricultural  ]>osition  become,  that  I  must  de- 
cline any  longer  to  invest  capital  in  anything 
of  the  kind." 

The  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  ,Mr. 
Barclay),  when  he  contrasted  the  posi* 
tion  of  the  English  farmer  with  that  of 
the  farmer  in  America,  suggested  that 
if  there  were  more  freedom  of  cultiva- 
tion here,  as  in  Am<*rica,  farmers  might 
embark  more  largely  on  dairy  business 
than  thoy  do  at  prebent.  The  fact  is, 
that  that  lias  already  been  done  in  a 
great  many  parts  of  England,  with  this 
result — that  tho  competition  in  that  line 
of  industry  has  already  become  so  great 
that  pric(*s  have  depreciated,  and  some 
farmers  havo  been  obliged  to  give  it  up. 
Allow  me  to  say  a  word  or  two  on 
the  subject  of  fre«d()m  <»f  cultivation. 
**  Frceilom  of  cultiTatiun"  has  a  capti- 
vating sound  ;  but  thrre  are  two  parties 
to  be  considered  'in  tho  matter.  AU 
though  it  may  be  desirable  on  tho  one 
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kAftd  thftt  fftnnert  sbould  have  m  much 
CrMdom  of  cultivation  as  can  be  allowed, 
mmA  ae  i§  compatible  with  the  interests 
of  the  landlord,  I  do  not  suppose 
thai  even  the  hon.  Member  for  For- 
fanhare  would  desire  to  allow  free- 
dom of  cnltiration  to  such  an  extent 
that  a  farmer  might  hold  a  farm  for 
three  or  four  years,  cultirate  it  as  he 
liked,  mm  it  irretrieTablj  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  then  hand  it  back  to  the 
Lsadlotd.  What  security  would  the 
LuKUord  have  for  his  own  protection 
aad  fair  treatment  f  Yet  that  is  the 
meaning  of  fireedom  of  cultivation  unloss 
preeaattoas  are  taken  for  the  fair  treat- 
ment of  the  landlords;  and  on  that 
mint  the  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire 
bad  not  one  word  to  say.  The  hon. 
Member  talked  a  ffreat  deal  about 
secmity  of  capital,  what  did  ho  mean 
by  it?  For  my  own  part,  I  was  under 
the  impreesion  that  when  the  Agricul* 
tnral  Holdings  Bill  was  brought  in  a 
few  years  ago  absolute  security  was 
cooferred  upon  the  farmer.  The  gene* 
ral  effeot  was  either  that  the  Act  would 
be  adopted  by  landlord  and  tenant  at 
the  same  time,  or  else  that  where  either 
landlord  or  tenant  desired  it,  liberal 
nmagemeats  would  be  made  on  terms 
mntnally  agreeable  to  those  who  entered 
into  them.  Although  I  have  listened 
attentively  to-night  to  every  word  that 
has  been  said.  I  cannot  say  that  I  heard 
n  single  syllable  from  any  hon.  Member 
whirh  lead«  me  to  beliovo  that  at  thi* 
present  moment  there  is  any  real  griev- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  farmer,  on  the 
ground  that  he  has  no  security  for  the 
capital  he  inveets.  The  real  object  of 
the  hon.  Member  began  to  crop  out 
t«>wards  the  eloee  of  his  speech.  The 
pith  uf  the  speech  was  a  plea  on  tho 
part  of  the  hon.  Member,  on  behalf  of 
thf*  Scotch  farmers,  for  permission  to 
brink  their  leases  before  tribunals  which 
shonld  establish  fair  rent*  over  tho 
whoU  of  th^  country.  If  there  is  ono 
moral  more  than  another  to  be  drawn 
from  this  debate  it  is  this — that  the 
d«*bate  is  a  sevon*  condemnation  of  tho 
•yilea  of  Iranes  which,  not  many  years 
ago,  was  exceedingly  pf>pularwith  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  sido  of  the  House. 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject  of 
leases  in  reply  to  the  argumouts  put 
forward  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Having 
made  this  proposition,  the  hon.  Member 
piueeeded  to  say  that  it  would  be  de- 

YOLw  OOdL     [xmmD  anas.] 


nounced  at  once  as  a  great  interference 
with  tho  freedom  of  contract.  Tho  hon. 
Gentleman  made  a  miHtake.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  with  regard 
to  leases  does  not  involve  so  much  inter- 
ference with  tho  freedom  of  contract  aa 
a  distinct  breach  of  existing  contracts. 
But  as  that  was  the  position  taken  up 
by  the  hon.  Member  let  me  say  a  word 
more.  I  want  to  ask  tho  hon.  Member 
whether,  if  the  lease  is  to  be  broken  in 
the  interest  of  tho  tenant  because  times 
are  bad,  he  will  pledge  himself  to  this 
— that  the  lease  shall  be  broken  in  the 
interest  of  the  landlord  when  times  are 
good? 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY:  I  did  not 
advocate  fixed  rents. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  am  not  talking 
about  rents ;  I  am  talking  about  leases ; 
and  I  ask  if  tho  hon.  Member  will 
pledge  himself  to  the  proposition  that 
when  times  arc  good  the  lease  shall  be 
broken  in  tho  interest  of  the  landlords  ? 

Ma.  J.  W.  BARCLAY :  I  am  auite 
prepared  to  accept  re-valuation  from 
time  to  time. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  From  Ume  to  time ! 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY:  The  Bill 
which  I  introduced  last  year  proposed 
that  there  should  be  re-valuation  every 
seven  years. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  Then  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, as  I  understand,  proposes  that  in 
the  interest  of  the  tenant  the  lease  shall 
bo  broken  at  any  period  when  times 
are  bad;  but  that  in  tho  interest  of 
the  landlord  it  shall  only  be  broken 
every  seven  years !  •"  Mr.  J,  w .  Barclay  : 
No.]  Then  I  shoufd  like  to  know  what 
it  is  that  the  hon.  Member  does  mean  ? 
I  feel  the  deepest  sympathy  with  tenants 
in  Scotland,  who  are  suffering  from  the 
fsct  that  they  have  entered  into  a  long 
lease  in  times  of  prosperity,  and  who 
are  now  sufff*ring  greatly  because  they 
hold  these  leas4*s  in  depressed  times. 
But  I  must  cf)nfo«s  it  soems  to  me  that 
unless  hon.  Memb<>rs  are  prepared  to 
adopt  a  course  which  would  be  mani* 
ft*^tty  unjust  to  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
contract  the  only  way  of  dealing  with 
tho  hardship  is  to  leave  it  to  the  gene* 
ro^i ty  and  gvtod  feeling  of  the  landlords 
in  Scotland  to  mako  such  arrangements 
with  thoir  tc-nants  as  the  necoHstties  of 
the  times  may  require.  From  all  the 
information  which  has  reached  me  from 
time  to  time,  that  is  being  done  to  a 
large  extent  at  tho  present  time,  and  it 
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will  continue  to  be  done.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  also  desired  to  have  fair 
rents;  but,  to  my  great  surprise,  he 
illustrated  his  argument  in  that  direc- 
tion by  a  reference  to  Ireland.  We  all 
know  what  has  followed  from  the  adop- 
tion of  that  principle  in  that  country. 
AVill  any  hon.  Member  on  that  side  of 
the  House  tell  me  that  the  institution  of 
fair  rents  in  Ireland  has  been  either  to 
the  advantap^e  and  prosperity  of  that 
country,  or  thnt  it  has  tended  in  any  way 
to  the  development  of  agriculture  in 
Ireland  ?  All  I  can  say  is  this — ^that  if 
the  same  consequences  were  to  follow 
from  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  fair 
rents  in  any  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Dominions  as  we  witness,  to  our  sorrow, 
in  Ireland  at  the  present  time,  (fod 
forbid  that  I  should  live  to  sec  the  day 
when  the  system  should  be  introduced 
into  England !  Does  the  hon.  Member, 
or  those  who  think  with  him,  really  be- 
lieye  that  much    advantage  is  to  be 

ned  by  the  adoption  of  that  system  ? 
o,  I  would  venture,  with  great 
respect,  to  refer  him  to  some  obecrva- 
tions  made  on  that  subject  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  not  long  after 
I  oame  into  the  House,  during  the  pas- 
sage through  Parliament  of  the  Irish 
Land  Aotof  1870,  in  which  he  absolutely 
demolished  the  proposal  of  fair  rent 
even  as  applied  to  Ireland,  and  proved 
conclusively,  even  to  demonstration,  that 
the  adoption  of  the  principle  could  only 
have  the  result  of  demoralizing  the 
•whole  mass  of  the  people  in  that 
country.  Whether  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  right  in  his  forecast  or 
wrong,  I  will  leave  it  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  decide.  For  myself,  I  can 
see  no  relief  whatever  for  the  present 
agriottltoral  depression  in  the  institution 
of  fair  rents  proposed  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. Neither  do  I  believe  in  the  further 
proposition  which  has  been  made  by  the 
Lon.  Member  that  the  large  farms  of 
the  country  should  be  broken  up.  It 
seems  to  me  a  strange  proposal  that  if 
men  of  capital,  with  the  advantage  of 
every  appliance  of  science,  have  failed  to 
make  agriculture  pay  by  breaking  up 
the  large  farms  and  putting  them  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  have  neither  capital 
nor  the  same  means  of  turning  them  to 
account  they  will  be  made  to  pay.  This 
system  has  been  tried  largely  for  years 
in  the  part  of  the  oountry  which  I  have 
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the  honour  to  represent.  There,  great 
tracts  of  country,  which  formerly  were 
large  estates,  have  been  broken  up  and 
divided  into  thousands  of  small  holdings, 
which  are  occupied  and  farmed  at  the 
present  time.  What  is  the  result  ?  If 
hon.  Members  will  sometimes  take  the 
trouble  to  refer  to  the  Ileports  of  the 
Koyal  Commission  on  Agriculture — and 
they  certainly  do  contain  a  great  deal  of 
valuable  information — I  think  a  very 
brief  study  of  those  Reports  will  show 
them  that  among  all  the  different  classes 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  much 
as  they  have  suffered,  of  landlords, 
tenants,  and  labourers,  all  put  together, 
there  is  not  one  class  whoso  suiferin^s 
can  for  a  moment  be  compared  to  thi-^o 
of  the  freeholders  of  Lincolnshire  farm* 
ing  these  small  holdings  into  which  the 
hon.  Member  desires,  in  the  interests  of 
the  country,  to  see  tho  land  generally 
broken  up.  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  that 
it  was  possible  to  say  something  more 
encouraging  in  regard  to  agricultural 
prospect<t  than  I  am  able  to  nay  to-night. 
There  is  only  one  gleam  of  hope  under 
present  circumstances  which  I  continue 
to  cherish,  and  it  is  this — that  I  cannot 
believe  it  is  possible  that  foreign  coun- 
tries  can  continue  for  any  prolonged 
period  to  send  us,  at  a  profit,  their  pro- 
duce  at  the  prices  which  prevail  at  the 
present  time.  If  I  am  right  in  that, 
then,  as  a  matter  of  course,  prices  would 
rise  at  once ;  and  with  a  nse  of  prices 
for  agricultural  produce  we  may  be  sure 
that  the  relief  of  agricultural  depression 
would  commence.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  only  one  thing  we  can  do  at  the 
present  time ;  and  that  has  been  alluded 
to,  in  touching  terms,  by  mv  noble  Friend 
the  Member  for  Hertfordshire  ^Viscount 
Grimston) — namely,  that  all  classes  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  must  be  prepared 
to  make  self-sacrifices,  and  do  all  within 
their  power  to  help  each  other  through 
this  terrible  and  disastrous  period  of 
depression.  I  believe  that  has  been 
done  already  to  a  great  extent.  Wo 
have  heard  much  of  landlords,  and  the 
rents  they  receive,  and  the  terms  up«>n 
which  they  ought  to  receive  rent ;  and 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  appear  to  think, 
from  the  tone  of  the  r»p<*eches  delivered 
to-night,  that  landlords  have  waited  for 
their  lectures  before  they  adopted  a 
course  of  reducing  and  remitting  largely 
the  rents  paid  to  them  by  their  tenants. 
It  does  not  follow  that  because  eveiy 
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Uadlord  in  the  ooaolTy  does  not  think 
it  aMMtAij  to  ndYortiso  the  fact  when* 
«^rer  ho  makes  n  Urge  reduction  that  ho 
hae  been  alow  to  take  that  course.    If  I 
wete  to  tell  hon.  Oentlemen  opposito  all 
I  k»ow  with  regard  to  the  enormous  re- 
dadMNi  of  rent  that  has  taken  place 
a*rradj,  and  the  enormous  reduction  of 
the  iaeiNnee  of  hundreds  and  thousands 
cftf  landlords  throughout  England,  I  think 
I  should  tell  them  something  which  I 
sQspect  would  astonish  a  great  many  of 
them.    If  there  is  nothing  to  be  con- 
deotted  on  the  part  of  the  landlords^ 
and  I  do  not  think  there  is,  for  I  belieye 
they  have  behaved  well  and  rightly,  and 
have  come  forward  nobly  to  do  their  duty 
IB  this  time  of  agricultural  dopression 
•»  still  less  hare  I  one  word  of  complaint 
against  the  tenant  farmers,  who  have 
shown   singular   patience,    pluck,    and 
energy  in  the  most  difficult  and  trying 
cJienmstances.      Nothing   is    moro   re- 
markable,  or  does  them  more  credit,  than 
this — when  after  six  or  seven  years  of 
enrh  had  seasons  as  were  probably  never 
paralleled*  when  it  was  impossible  to  do 
jttsiiee   to    their  farms,  and    when  it 
{■leased  IVovidence,  at  the  end  of  that 
«f*ather,  to  send  them  fine  weather  and 
fine  seasons — nothing  is  more  remark- 
able than  the  way  they  buckled  to,  and 
did  everything  in  the  power  of  men  of 
hnsinses  to  restore  the  cnaracter  of  their 
occnpniion.    Then  with  regard  to  the 
labonrsra.     I  should  like  to  say  one 
word  on  that  subject.     It  is  with  gri<«t 
regret  that  I  observe  that  they,  too,  at 
last  have  begun  to  feel  the  effects  of 
agricnltnral    depreiiuon.    For    several 
ysnfa  they  probably  suffsred  lees  from 
the  prevaihng  agricultural  depression 
than  any  other  (£ms  engaged  in  a^* 
cnltnre ;  but  I  regret  to  say  that  the  time 
at  last  has  come  when  it  has  begun  to 
heavily  and  disastrously  upon 
Their  wages  have  fallen  to  a 
degree  which  fills  me  with  compassion. 
I  know  this — that  in  my  own  county, 
where  eight  or  ten  years  ago  the  la- 
honrer  was  rec««iving  wages  at  the  rate 
of  A».  per  day,  he  is  now    receiving 
not  more  than  2$.  per  day,  and  I  have 
been  toU  that  even  that  rate  will  Ik* 
rsdnsed  during  the  coming  winter.  That 
means  much  sufferiog  not  only  to  him, 
but  to  the  family  he  has  to  sup|H>rt.     I 
have  often  thought  that  it  waa  won- 
dsrfal    how,    upon   sneh  a    miserable 
pitlanee  as  Si.  per  day»  an  agricultural 


labourer  should  be  able  to  bring  up  his 
family  and  maintain  his  home  so  re- 
spectably and  admirably  as  many  of 
them  do.  But  that  ia  not  all.  Not  only 
have  wagos  fallen  largely,  but  gr<«at 
numbers  of  labourers  are  out  of  em- 
ployment altogether ;  and  I  am  afraid, 
before  this  winter  passes,  that  the  num- 
ber will  be  largely  increased.  What  is 
to  be  the  remedy  for  all  this?  How 
am  I  to  be  blamed,  speaking  on  the  part 
of  the  Conservative  Oovemment,  be- 
cause I  am  unable  to  submit  measures, 
or  to  put  before  the  House  proposals, 
which  are  adequate  to  deal  with  so  grave 
a  position  and  so  serious  an  emergency 
as  the  present  is  ?  Has  anything  fallen 
from  any  hon.  Gentleman  to-night  which 
can  be  considorod,  for  a  single  moment, 
as  an  eflfeotual  remedy  for  the  agricuU 
tural  distress?  If  there  has  been,  or 
if  there  is  anything  to  be  said,  I  can 
only  join  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  AViltshire  (Mr.  Long)  in 
^ying  that  wo  would  rally  as  one  man 
in  doing  all  that  lies  within  our  power, 
wi thin  I egitimato  bounds,  to  relieve  the  de- 
pression, and  to  help  those  who  are  suffer- 
ing to  tide  over  tneir  difficulties  until 
the  time  may  come  when  we  may  look 
forward  to  happier  and  brighter  times. 

Mb.  LIONKLCOHKN  said,  he  would 
ask  for  that  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
the  House  whirh  was  usually  accorded  to 
any  Member  who  rose  to  address  it  for 
the  first  time.  There  wore,  besides,  special 
res  sons  whv  he  should  ask  for  the  for- 

m 

bearance  and  indulgence  of  the  House 
in  msking  a  few  observations  upon  this 
question.  He  was  the  first  new  Member 
who  had  risen  to  claim  es|)ecial  sym- 
pathy on  the  ground  of  his  being  a  "  Boy- 
cotted "  individual,  as  a  humble  Member 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Trade  and 
Agriculture.  It  might  afford  some  oon- 
soTation  to  hon.  (rentlemen  who  aat  on 
his  right,  below  the  Ministerial  Gang- 
way, when  they  saw  that  in  his  case  the 
process  had  not  been  attended  with 
those  unfortunate  results  ascribed  to  it 
in  the  8ister  Island.  Indeed,  he  might 
say  that  he  looked  with  some  degree  of 
hope  and  contidence  to  the  action  of  that 
much-maligned  l><)dy,  the  lioyal  Com- 
mib^ion  on  Trade ;  and  he  hopod  it 
would  have  the  effe<'t,  through  the 
operations  of  commerre,  of  r<H«uring 
without  delay  those  conditions  of  tenure 
which  alone  could  fit  both  tenant  far- 
mers and  labourers  for  the  new  and 
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trying  oircamstances  in  which  they  were 
placed.  He  thought  he  was  juetified  in 
looking  to  the  operations  of  commerce 
for  a  remedy.  Tne  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Farnell),  in  his  address 
the  other  night»  attributed  the  difficul- 
ties in  which  his  country  was  placed 
mainly  to  agricultural  depression.  The 
chain  between  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture was  a  close  one,  and  rivetted  by 
many  links ;  and,  as  a  commercial  man, 
representing  a  commercial  and  artizan 
constituency,  he  had  some  oauee  to  com- 
plain that,  notwithstanding  the  closeness 
of  the  links  of  the  chain  betwoen  oom« 
merce  and  agri^^ulture,  the  general  dis- 
cussion on  the  Address  had  all  tended  to 
enlist  the  sympathy  of  the  House  on  the 
side  of  those  engaged  in  agriculture, 
whereas  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
large  pursuits  of  commerce  had  neither 
reoeiyed  notice  nor  sympathy.  AVhat 
was  the  causo  which  brought  about  all 
these  agricultural  difficulties?  In  the 
first  place,  taking  a  wide  range,  it  was, 
no  doubt,  the  operation  of  political  mis- 
trust in  different  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
Capital  was  stagnant  to  an  extent  which, 
in  the  course  of  a  long  business  experi- 
ence, he  hardly  ever  recollected.  With 
that|  enterprijse  became  dormant,  em- 
ployment became  difficult,  and  those  en- 
gaged in  commerce  were  unable  to  pay 
the  prices  formerly  paid  for  agricultural 
produce.  This  acted  and  re-acted  all 
over  the  world ;  and  the  result  was 
shown  both  in  the  condition  of  the 
tenant  farmer  and  of  the  labourer. 
Therefore,  he  maintained  that  the  con- 
ditions were  both  direct  and  immediate 
in  the  operation  of  commerce  upon  the 
produce  of  the  land.  They  had  been 
told  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Lin- 
colnshire (Mr.  Chaplin)  that  it  was 
impossible  to  do  that  which  was  asked 
for  by  legislation.  In  that  opinion 
he  Tentured  humbly  to  concur ;  but 
it  was  not  impossible,  br  confidence  and 
by  enoouragement,  to  free  our  trade  m 
some  degree  from  the  shackles  which 
surrounded  it,  and  to  give  an  impetus  to 
commerce.  There  were  three  modes  by 
which  the  ag^culturist  and  the  labourer 
might  be  benefited.  The  first  was  by 
enabling  better  prices  to  bo  secured  for 
articles  of  consumption.  The  second  was 
by  giring  the  producer  bettor  facilities 
for  carrying  his  produce  from  one  part 
of  the  country  to  another  at  fair  and 
equitable  rates;  and  the  third  was  by  so 
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regulating  the  incidence  of  taxation  that 
no  undue  burdens  should  be  laid  upon 
the  shoulders  of  those  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  cultiTation  of  the  land. 
Ho  ventured  to  ask  the  House  with  con- 
fidence whether,  if  more  attention  were 
paid  to  these  three  branches  of  Economic 
8cience,  a  speedier  result  would  not  bo 
secured  for  tho  agricultural  interests 
than  by  going  into  Committee  or  bring- 
ing in  Bills  with  complex  clausos  deal- 
ing with  a  subject  so  difficult  as  the 
tenure  of  the  land  ?  The  first  way  to 
secure  bettor  prices  was  to  encourago 
traders  to  send  their  goods  to  all  parts 
of  tho  world.  In  connection  with  thin 
point  he  must  say  that  ho  had  heard 
with  apprehension  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  <^Mr.  Olad^tone) 
speak  of  their  adrentures  in  Burmah  as 
treading  on  dangerous  ground.  That 
was  not  the  way  in  which  the  merchants 
and  traders  of  foreign  countries  were 
spoken  of  by  the  statesmen  of  those  coun- 
tries. It  was  the  duty  of  the  GoTcm- 
ment,  no  matter  to  what  Paity  it  bo- 
longed,  not  to  present  a  cold  shoulder  to 
mercantile  industry  —  he  did  not  moan 
to  operations  that  were  improperly 
carried  out,  or  subject  justly  to  fine  and 

Eenalty  in  the  various  countries — but  to 
old  out  an  encouraging  hand  to  those  of 
their  merchants  who  were  engaged  in 
commercial  enterprise  abroad.  To  the 
collapse  which  had  attended  some  of  the 
commercial  enterprises  of  the  country 
to  a  considerable  extent  the  depression 
of  agriculture  was  due.  As  a  Member 
of  the  Koyal  Commission  on  Trade,  it 
would  not  become  him  to  sav  in  what 
direction  their  inquiry  tended;  bnt  he 
wished  to  observe  that  he  repelled  most 
emphatically  the  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Clackmannan  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  when 
he  said  that  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mission had  entered  upon  their  labours 
with  a  preconceived  bias,  and  with  pre- 
possessions in  favour  of  one  set  of  eeono- 
mical  doctrines  over  another  as  governing 
remedial  measures.  He  had  yet  to  learn 
from  any  Member  of  the  Commission 
that  he  had  entered  upon  the  inquiry 
with  any  other  object  than  the  desire 
and  intention  of  following  it  out  for  the 
benefit  of  trade  and  agriculture  free 
from  all  prejudices  in  favour  of  any  of 
those  economic  doctrines  which  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  wrongfuUy  attributed 
to  them.     He  came  now  tp   another 
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t— one    of  tho    most    important 
qaestioos  which  could  occupy  the  mind  • 
c*f  tb«  LegiftUture.      It  was  no  Partj 
i)OMtion,  and  tho  difficulties  attending  it . 
w«n^  rery  greats  bwause  it  had  large  and  . 

nwerful  iu forests  to  struggle  against — 
r*»ferrp«l  to  ttie  question  of  tho  carry- 
ing trad«*  for  the  purposes  of  homo  trado. 
Tfte  hon.  Meutbor  for  tho  Hanbury  Divi-  | 
•••a    of    Oxfurdshiro     .Sir     Bernhard 
^tmurlsou     had  done  good  sorvico  by 
f  A!ling  attention  in  his  able  pamphlet, 
«  hich  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every 
h'iD.   Member,  to  the  difficulties  which 
!h'*  producers  of  this  country  were  sub-  . 
j#^t»d  t'>  in  the  carrying  of  their  goods.  ' 
Whatever  the  reiuU  of  the  (\>mmission 
might  be,  that  was  a  raattor  which  would 
ar«d  all  tho  attontion  it  could  rei'oive 
fn4u  every  station  of  the  House,  no  as 
t->  sc-cure  to  the  pri)ducer  that  froodom 
in  mnoving  his  g(M>  Is  from  one  part  of 
the  c«>antry  to  another  which  was  en- 
jolted  by  producers  in  foroign  countries, 
au  i  al%o  in  their  own  C<ilonies.     The 
third   branch  of  the   subject — namely , 
the  iBctdenc**  of  taxation,  was  too  large 
and  too  difficult  a  matter   for    him  to 
vrntart*  to  obtrude  upon  the  House  in  a 
maiden  speech  at  that  hour  of  the  even- 
ing; but  he  desinni  to  say  that  local 
taxation  was,   in  this  country,  placed 
almost  entirelv  upon  the  shoulders  of 
those  who  resided  in  the  locality,  whereas 
abroad  it  wan  placed,  to  a  groat  extent, 
cjon    th<«  consumer  in    thu    shape    of 
••fr*»  dutio«.      The  next  question  wa^ 
th«*  deairability  of  securing  improvements 
w  ith«>ut  d«lay.     Thert«  was  no  n>yal  road 
to  prosperity,   as  they  would  find  out 
when  they  bogan  to  turn  the  corner,  as 
h«»  certainly  IioimhI  they  would  do  shortly. 
rn»i»erity  cuuld  not  be  secured  rapidly, 
bat    only    by  the    gradual   procoss  of 
time,  and  by  studying  tliese  economic 
queetions  in  no  Party  spirit.     The  col- 
lapse of  the  industry  of  the  country  was 
the  raas«  of  the  low  prices  of  produce, 
and  the  low  prif^es  of  pro'luc««  wore  tho 
•  to««  •  of  th«*  depression  of  agriculturo. 
Th«*  whoh*  thing  worked  round  in  a  con- 
tinaal  cirole.  the  effort  of  depression  Inith 
1*1  trade  and  agriculture  rehoundiog  on 
the    c^mdition  of    the   agricultural  la- 
loirt'r  and  the  tenant  farmer.     Already 
the  words    "too   late*'    had    brought 

trirf  and  sorrow  upon  the  country  ;  and 
e  aiaeerelv  hoped  that  the  same  words 
wimld  ooC  ba  mada  to  apply  to  tha  com- 
aeroa  and  agricoUore  of  the  country. 


IIo  trusted  that  due  care  would  be  taken 
not  to  a^iply  the  improvements  of  com- 
merce too  late.  If  they  wasted  their 
time  in  <[uarrelsome  legislation  it  would 
be  impossible  to  introduce  the  improve- 
ments that  were  necessary;  and  the  result 
would  be  that  commercial  enter|)ri2e 
would  leave  the  shores  of  this  country, 
and  trado  would  be  directed  into  other 
channels.  It  was  in  the  hope  that  this 
discussion  would  have  a  tendency  to 
draw  greater  attention  to  tho  pursuits  of 
commerce  than  they  had  nlreatfy  received 
that  he  had  ventured  to  obtrude  himself 
on  the  notice  of  the  House.  He  had 
now  only  to  thank  the  House  for  tho 
patience  with  which  they  had  listened 
to  him. 

Sib  Krcn.\RD  TEMPLE  rose  to 
address  the  House,  but  was  received  with 
loud  calls  for  a  division.  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet said,  that  if  he  was  in  Order  ho 
would  move  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
—{Sir  Richard  TimpU,) 

The  CH  ANCIXTX)R  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  My  hon.  Friend  behind  me  is 
anxious  to  address  a  few  words  to  tho 
House  on  this  subject  as  representing  a 
great  agricultural  county;  but  he  was 
riM^eived  in  a  way  which  induced  htm  to 
think  that  some  Members  of  the  House 
did  not  care  to  listen  to  him  at  this  hour 
of  the  morning.  I  trust  that  mv  hon. 
Friend  will  withdraw  his  Motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  and  that 
the  House  will  be  disposed  to  receive 
with  favour  tho  remarks  he  wishes  to 
make. 

Sir  filCIIARD  TEMPLE  said,  he 
was  quite  ready  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  his  right  hon.  Friend;  and  he 
would,  therefore,  withdraw  the  Motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdratm. 

Question  again  pro|M)sed,  <*  That  those 
words  he  there  inserted.*' 

Sin  RICHABD  TEMPIJi:  said,  that 
it  wo<«  all  very  well   for  hon.  Gontle- 

!  men  opposite  to  cry  ***I>ivido;"  but  it 
was  imiM)^<»ible   to  divide  until  the  re- 

'  marks  which  had  been  made  in  the 
course   of   the   dobate   had   received    a 

j  ci>mplete  answer  from  that  side  of  the 

1  House.     As  the  Leader  of  the  House 
had  just   observed,  he    (Sir    Bichard 
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Templo)  represented  a  great  agricultural 
constitueDcy.     He  was  also  personally 
connected  with  the  land,  and  he  had  had 
the  management  of  allotments   which 
had  been  successful  under  the  arrange- 
ments which    had  endured    for  many 
years.     He  therefore  trusted  that  thoRO 
who  took  an   interest  in  the  question 
would  be  good  enough  to  listen  to  the 
remarks  he  intended  to  make,  seeing 
that  they  came  from  a  practical  man. 
He  would  remind  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site that  they  were  asked  to  remodel  the 
conditions  of  tenancy  in  reference  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil;  but  the  debate 
so  far  had  been  so  inconsequential  that 
he  claimed  permission  to  remind   the 
House  that  the  principal  class  among 
fhe  cultivators  of  the  soil  was  composed 
of  the  farm  labourers.   There  was  in  the 
country  plenty  of  land    available  for 
allotments  if  the  labourers  would  take 
it ;    but  something  more  was  desired ; 
because  the  truth  of  the  matter  was  that 
when  the  land  was  offered  to  the  la- 
bourers for  allotments  they  sometimes 
refused  to  take  it.    The  fact  was  that 
while  allotments  of  limited  area,  favour- 
able situation,  and  fertile  soil  answered 
well  enough,  on  the  other  hand  allot- 
ments of  average  soil  were  apt  to  fail. 
Instances  of  such  failure  were  common 
in  the  West  of  England.    Market  gar- 
dening had    been    alluded    to    during 
the  debate;    and,  no  doubt,  that  was 
an  industry  suited  to  the  allotment  sys- 
tem.    He  was  himself  connected  with  a 
constituency  which  was  one  of  the  great 
centres  of  market  gardening;   and  he 
was  satisfied  that  he  was  only  re-echoing 
the  opinion  of  his  constituents  when  he 
stated    that   market    gardening  might 
easilv  be  overdone.    If  it  were  to  be 
overdone  by   means  of   an    allotment 
system  artificially  introduced,  the  prices 
of  market  gardening  produce  would  be 
80  lowered  that  the  indufitry  would  cease 
to  be  profitable.    Much  was  said  about 
farms  lying  waste,  and  waiting  only  for 
labonr.    The  meaning  of  that  was  that 
such  farms  should  be  cut  up  into  allot- 
ments.   But  it  was  forgotten  that  such 
a  parcelling  out  required  capital— per- 
baps  £500  for  each  allotment  of  three 
or  four  acres.    The  agitators  who  urged 
this  never  indicated  how  this  capital 
was  to  be  raised,  or  how  the  allotment 
holder  was  to  pay  the  interest.    Nor 
was  it  fair  to  compare,  as  was  too  often 
done,  the  rents  of  allotments  having 
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specially  good  land  with  the  average 
rent  of  farms  having  various  sorts  of 
land,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent.  But, 
apart  from  these  larger  allotments  on 
which  the  labourer  was  to  subsist  with- 
out working  for  wagep,  ho  was  heartily 
in  favour  of  small  allotments — half-an- 
acre  or  so  —  attached  to  the  cottages 
of  farm  labourers,  whereby  they  could 
supplement  their  earnings,  and  whereon 
they  could  employ  themselves  for  the 
good  of  their  families  when  emplojrment 
with  the  farmer  might  be  slack  and 
wages  irregular.  If  this  system  could 
be  rendered  universal  the  farm  labourers 
could  never  be  the  victims  of  enforced 
idleness  and  consequent  want.  He  de- 
nied that  the  rents  which  were  asked  for 
allotments  were  at  all  too  high. 

Sir  AECHIBALD  CAMPBELL 
asked  the  permission  of  the  House,  as 
the  Hepresentative  of  a  constituency 
largely  agricultural  as  well  as  commer- 
cial, to  say  a  few  words.  Any  person 
who  looked  round  and  saw  the  condition 
of  agriculture  or  trade  throughout  the 
country  must  regard  it  with  the  very 
greatest  amount  of  feeling.  As  far  as 
his  experience  had  gone — and  it  had  been 
a  pretty  long  one — as  to  landlords  and 
tenants—- at  all  events  as  to  landlords  and 
tenants  in  Scotland— it  was  felt  there 
was  great  community  of  interest  between 
the  two  classes.  In  Scotland  there  was 
a  deep  feeling  that  although  the  agri* 
cultural  depression  might  become  worse 
than  it  was  at  present,  the  best  way 
they  could  get  over  it  was  by  mutual 
confidence  and  concession.  He  was 
thankful  to  think  that  that  confidence 
had  not  been  misplaced,  either  by  the 
landlords  or  by  the  tenants.  The  fact 
of  the  matter  was  that  the  land  was  only 
worth  what  it  could  produce.  If  pro- 
duce came  in  from  foreign  countries  in 
larger  and  larger  quantities  year  by 
year,  continually  deprociatitiff  the  prices 
of  the  produce  and  commodities  which 
the  tenants  supplied,  it  was  very  clesr 
that  the  profits  on  both  sides  must  de- 
crease. The  landlords  were  willing  to 
accept  that  position ;  but  they  aMced 
that  they  should  be  aUowed  to  make 
fair  bargains,  such  as  were  made  in  all 
trades  —  that  freedom  of  bargain  and 
contract  between  landlord  and  tenant 
should  be  preserved.  If  they  felt  con- 
fident of  that,  and  then  made  a  bad 
bargain,  they  must  take  the  oonse- 
qnencea.    They  hoped  and  trusted,  after 
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ik*  •xTM-rienoe  thvy  had  had,  that  thoj 
mii^ht  be  abl«  to  hold  thoir  own,  and  that 
xhiy  mifffat  bo  ablo  to  make  fair  arrange- 
fAMsta  betwoea  themsflres — botweon 
landlorda  and  tenants — to  keop  up  that 
frM*at  •y»tem  of  agriculture— ono  of  tho 
larg*  ft  and,  aa  had  been  well  said,  one 
I  f  tht*  oldo^t  trades  in  the  country. 
I^Aiidl  ir«Is  foit  that  their  profits  niii^ht 
be  )« ss ;  but  they  were  willing  to  f aco 
the  alten«d  state  of  things,  if  thoy  were 
<  nly  allowed  to  tru^t  to  coufidonco  bo- 
t««*^n  man  and  man.  lion.  M^^mbrrs 
had  s|K>ken  of  the  necessity  of  cultivating 
a  great  deal  of  tlie  land  now  lying 
waMe.  What  was  the  reason  that  land 
wan  now  lying  waste?  Somo  of  this 
liiid  might  appoar  fuir  to  those  who 
luikcnl  upon  It;  but  ho  was  bound  to 
•ly  that  whuu  the  matter  was  fully  in- 
v«»tigated.  it  would  bo  found  that  tho 
land  would  hardly  pay  the  interest  on 
t'lu  ripital  roquirod  to  break  it  up.  If 
t)t'-  money  which  had  boon  expended  by 
th<-  I^ukouf  Sutherland  had  been  laid 
out  on  otber  improTements,  instead  of 
<*n  trying  to  improre  land,  the  noble 
l>ak«  and  a  great  many  of  his  people 
would  hare  been  much  better  off.  Costly 
«»xperiments  like  the  cultivation  of  waste 
land  conld  not  bo  carried  on  without 
capital;  and  he  asked  whether  it  was 
Itkdy.  with  the  continual  changes  and 
th«  dilBcoltios  which  had  to  be  con- 
fronted, that  capital  would  bo  put  in 
the  land  if  landlords  did  not  oxpoit  to 
gel  aome  retam  for  it  ?  lie  knew  that 
U  per  ront  wan  considered   very  good 

Croeotage  upon  monoy  investod  in  land. 
Adlords  were  willing  to  take  less  tliaii 
thai  if  they  could  onJy  look  for  somo 
froit  of  their  industry.  lie  was  perfectly 
certain  that  nothing  was  so  mischievous 
as  inti*rference  between  those  who  were 
m«Mt  interested  in  the  better  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land — namely,  the  landlords 
aad  tf*nant<i.  If  thoy  wore  only  alloweti 
to  fight  the  battle  out  thom*ielvt»s,  h(» 
f*  It  perfectly  certain  that  in  hi^  part  of 
the  eountry,  at  any  rate,  the  gtM>d  feel- 
log  prevailing  would  enable  thorn  to 
tide  over  the  present  depreaaion.  At 
tha  aame  time,  if  any  measure  could 
Ik>  proposf>d  by  which  the  local  taxa- 
tion eoold  be  mado  more  equitable, 
he  should  be  most  happy  to  co-operate 
la  such  a  measure,  lie  thanked  tho 
llooae  for  the  kindneee  with  which 
they  had  rooeived  this,  his  maiden 
speech. 


Mr.  KIMBER  said,  that  a  careful 
reading  of  the  propos'^d  Amendment 
would  show  that  it  involved  a  dilemma, 
either  horn  of  which  was  either  a 
political  or  a  logical  absurdity.  Hon. 
Members  would  notice  that  tho  Amend- 
ment stated  that  II or  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment should  have  recommendt^d  Her 
Majesty  to  sny  that  she  would  propose 
measures  of  law  for  tho  purpose  of  se- 
curing to  one  class  of  individuals— culti- 
vators of  the  soil— certain  favourable 
conditions  of  tenure,  such  as  would  en- 
courago  tliem  to  cope  with  their  present 
adversity.  Now,  a  law  "  to  socure  con- 
ditions of  tenure  "  meant  that  the  con- 
tract between  tho  cultivators  of  tho  soil 
and  tho  persons  with  whom  they  would 
have  to  make  tho  contract— namoly, 
the  owners  of  tho  soil  —  would  have 
to  be  made  either  voluntarily  or  com* 
pulsorily.  If  voluntarily,  it  was  ob- 
vious that  no  law  was  required,  64'eing 
that  it  was  competent  for  the  cultivators 
and  tho  owners  of  the  soil  to  make  any 
contract  they  pleased.  To  propose,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  a  measure  of  law 
should  be  passed  which  should  impose 
a  forcible  condition  on  the  landlords 
involved  this — that  one  class  of  per- 
sons in  the  country,  a  very  important 
one — tho  owners  of  tho  soil — should 
not  be  allowed  to  make  a  contract 
with  that  freedom  with  which  other 
classes  of  Iler  Majesty's  subjects  were 
at  liberty  to  make  contracts.  If  Par- 
liament imposed  such  a  condition,  it 
would,  in  fact,  transgress  one  of  those 
primary  conditions  upon  which  the  proa- 
ority  of  this  and  of  any  country  which 
lad  any  prosperity  at  all  was  founded — 
that  was,  the  freedom  and  inviolability 
of  contract.  Whether  the  law  which 
the  Mover  of  the  Amendment  suggchtcd 
was  to  be  imposed  compuUorily  or  not, 
there  was  involved  that  infringemeut  of 
thobo  commercial  laws  u|Mjn  which  this 
country  had  foundid  its  grcatmss  ;  and 
he  /^Ir.  Ktmbcry  asked,  if  thoy  were  to 
interfere  on  behalf  of  one  class  because 
of  the  depression  of  the  time,  what  was 
to  bo  said  about  the  other  classes  who 
were  also  sulToring  from  the  depression  ? 
Let  them  even  take  the  case  of  the  stock- 
broker who  had  bought  Stocks  at  KO. 
the  value  of  which  had  now  been  reduced 
to  GO.  Was  he  to  have  an  alleviating 
law  passed  by  which  he  was  to  have  his 
oontract  subjected  to  re-Taluatioo  by  rea- 
son of  after^eventa  whieh  showed  he  had 
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suffered  great  loss?  What  was  to  be  said 
of  the  merchant  who  had  bought  a  ship- 
load of  merchandize  to  arrivep  and  then 
found  there  was  no  market  in  which  to 
sell  the  goods  ?  Was  he  to  be  relieved, 
or  to  be  entitled  to  relieve  himself,  at  the 
expense  of  the  other  parties  to  the 
contract  ?  Where  was  this  relief  to  end 
if  they  were  to  cancel  the  power  which 
now  existed,  and  had  existed  in  this  coun- 
try  practically  for  all  time,  to  buy  and 
sell  in  a  free  and  open  market  ?  The 
moment  they  cancelled  that  power,  that 
moment  they  would  interfere  seriously 
with  liberty  of  action ;  they  would  accept 
a  principle  which,  if  carried  to  its  full 
extent,  would  deprive  the  people  and 
commerce  of  the  country  of  everything 
that  could  be  called  by  the  name  ''  free/' 
What  would  be  thought  of  any  English- 
man or  Scotchman — he  believed  the  case 
of  the  Sister  Island  wasexceptional — who, 
having  made  a  bargain,  wished  to  back 
out  of  it  when  ho  found  it  working  disad- 
vantageously  to  himself  ?  Was  not  the  ful- 
filment of  a  bargain  a  matter  of  honour? 
A  man  who  did  not  face  adversity  when 
it  befell  him  was  no  longer  a  man.  A 
man  was  only  a  man  when  he  stood  by 
the  bargains  he  had  made;  and  when 
once  there  was  a  general  disposition  to 
escape  from  the  ill-effects  of  bargains  it 
would  be  found  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  had  departed.  He  did  not 
at  all  wonder  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  late  Lord  Advo- 
cate (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  should  make  a 
sort  of  apology  for  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment  by  telling  the  House  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Forfarshire  (Mr.  Barclay)  did  not  mean 
to  propose  any  particular  law  of  a  hard- 
and-fast  character,  but  that  all  he  com- 
plained of  was  that  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
vemment  had  not  announced  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  their  intention  of  intro- 
ducing some  measure  of  law  to  provide 
for  these  special  conditions  of  tenure. 
He  would  like  to  know  what  would  have 
been  the  result  if  they  had  all  sat  down 
together,  and,  as  business  men,  at- 
tempted to  frame  a  law  such  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  seemed  to 
desire  ?  How  would  they  have  described 
vaoh  a  measure  ?  He  waa  not  quite  sure 
whether  he  would  not  have  been  entitled 
to  have  appealed  to  the  Speaker  whe- 
ther, as  a  matter  of  Order,  it  was  com- 
petent  for  Her  Majesty's  Goyemment 
to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  pat  a  panu 


gpraph  in  Her  (Jraoious  Speech  which 
involved  two  such  political  absurdities 
as,  on  the  one  hand,  the  making  of  a 
law  to  permit  people  to  do  that  which 
they  could  now  do  voluntarily,  or,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  making  of  a  law  to 
compel  people  to  make  contracts.  In 
the  great  speech  which  the  right  hon. 
Gendeman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  made  in  Leeds  in  1881, 
he  described  the  Land  BiU  of  1881, 
which  afterwards  became  law,  as  a  great 
innovation  upon  the  principles  of  free- 
dom of  contract — one  which  could  only 
be  ju8ti6ed  in  the  ease  of  Ireland  by  the 
most  exceptional  circumstances.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  it  so  ^at 
a  sacrifice  in  favour  of  the  exceptional 
circumstances  of  Ireland,  and  an  inno- 
vation which  was  not  to  be  treated  as  a 
precedent,  that  in  a  speech  which  he 
delivered  after  the  Land  Bill  had  become 
law  he  spoke  of  the  time  when  the  coun- 
try might  be  able  to  revert  to  the  old 
system  of  freedom  of  contract.  What 
were  the  words  he  used  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said — f'' Divide,  divide!"] 
He  (Mr.  Kimber)  begged  to  move  that 
the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Mr. 
Kimhefy) — put,  and  n$§atii9$d. 

Question  put,  ''That  those  words  be 
there  inserted." 

The  House  difnd$d:—Ay0B  183 ;  Noea 
211:  Majority  28. 
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Haundora,  W. 
Si-xton,  T. 
Shaw,  T. 
She«IiaB,  J.  D. 
Hheehy,  D. 
8hci],  E. 
Small.  J.  F. 
Bmith,  W.  B. 
Spencer,  hon.  C.  R. 
Spenaler,  hon.  U. 
Bpioer,  U* 
Suick,  J. 

Sufford,  Marquaa  of 
Sterenaon,  F.  S. 
Siuart,  J. 
HuUiTan,  D. 
SalUran,  T.  D. 
Sutherland,  T. 
Tannar,  C.  K. 
Tbomaa,  A. 
Tuile,  J. 

Veroay,  C«pUui  E.  U 
Waaon,  E. 
Wat*f)n,  T, 
Walt,  li. 
Wayoian.  T. 
W.  .t,  Colootl  W.  C, 
\V<»tUke,  J. 
WilU  J,  S. 
W'tUiama.  A.  J. 
Wilaoo,  11.  J. 
Wil«.>n,  J.  :l>urhani) 
Wilaoo,  i.  4  Kdinbgh.) 
Winterbotham,  A.  B. 
Y«>,F. 


NOES. 


Balfour,  Sir  (». 
Baicky,  J.  W. 


Ajfg-Oardnor,  J.  T. 
Ainalie,  W.  G. 
Allaopp.  O. 
Amherst.  W.  A.  T. 
Anhmcad-Bartlett,  E. 
Baden.  Powell,  IK  8. 
Ba^rfcalUy,  E. 
Uaily,  L.  R. 
Ualtour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
lUlfoar,  O.  W. 
Bartlfv,  c;.  C,  T. 
lUrtteiot,  Sir  W.  B. 
Batea,  Sir  K. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beaoh,  ri^ht  hon.  Sir 

M.  £.  Ilicka- 
Beadel.  W.  J. 
Borcaford,  liOrd  C.  W. 

Do  la  Poor 
Bothcll,  Commander 
Big  wood,  J. 
Birkbeck,  E. 
Blaine,  R.  8. 
Blondell,  Col  H.  B.  H. 
Bonaor,  II.  C.  O. 
Ho<.ra,  T.  W. 
Bourke,  ri^ht  hon.  R. 
Bridgeman,  Col.  hon. 

F.  C. 
Briatowe,  T.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon*  Yf,  St. 

J.  F. 
Brookfield,  A.  H. 
Brooks,  J. 
Bardett-Coatta,  W.  L. 

Ath  -B. 
Bur^'hley,  Lord 
Campbell,  Sir  A. 
Campbell,  J.  A, 
(*haplin,  rt.  hon.  U. 
( 'h.irrinf(ion,  S. 
Coidington,  W. 
Cohen,  L.  L. 
Commcrell,  AdmL  Sir 

J. 
Compton,  F. 
Cooko,  C,  W.  R. 
Coope,  O.  E. 
Ctirbelt,  A.  C. 
Cotton.  C-apt.  K.  T.  D. 
Courtney,  L.  U. 
Crao borne.  Viscount 
CruM.  rt.  hon.  Sir  R.  A. 
(Voaa,H.S, 
<  'ubitt,  Hffht  hon.  0. 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dawson,  R. 
De  CobAin.  E.  S.  W. 
Denison,  E.  W. 
Dent«on,  W.  B. 
De  Worma,  Baron  II. 
Dimsdale,  Barvn  R. 
Dixon.lUrtland,  F.  D. 
Duncan,  Colonel  F. 
Dancombe,  A. 
Dyke,  ft.  ha.  Bir  W. 

II. 
Edwardea-MoM,  T.  C. 
Egerioo,  hn«  A.J.  F. 
Eftftoo,  hon.  A.  de  T. 


Ellis,  Sir  J.  W. 
Evelvn.  W.  J. 
Ewait,  W. 
Kwing,  A.  O. 
Feilden,Lt..Oon.  R.J. 
KeUowes.W.  11. 
Kor^u844m,rt.  hn.Sir  J. 
Field,  CapUin  K. 
Finoh,  O.  H. 
Finch -llatton,  hon.  H. 

K.  O. 
Fisher.  W.  II. 
Fit/gerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Flotchor,  Sir  II. 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  R.  N. 
Fraaer,  Oeneral  C.  C. 
Gardner,  R.  Riohard« 

son- 
Gathome- Hardy,  hon* 

J.  8. 
(^ent-DaTia,  R. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
GilM.  A. 
Golds  worthy.    Major* 

Cfonoral  W.  T. 
Gont,  Sir  J.  E. 
Goschen,  rt.  hon*  G.  J. 
Green,  E. 
Greenall,  Sir  G. 
Gregory,  G.  B. 
Grimston,  Viaoonnt 
(}unter.  Col.  R. 
Hall,  C. 
Uallett,  Colonel  F.  C. 

Hughes- 
IIals(«v,  T.  P. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamilton,  LordE. 
Hamilton,  Lord  F.  8. 
Hamilton,  right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamley,  Gen.  SirE.  B. 
Hanbnry,  R.  W. 
Hankov,  F.  A. 
lUrdcastle,  E. 
Hatdcastle,  F. 
Harttngton,  Xarq.  of 
Heaton,  J.  H. 
Ilenoage,  E. 
llerver,  Lord  F* 
Hickman,  A. 
Hill.  Lord  A.  W. 
H(»lland,   rt.  hon.  Sir 

H.T. 
Holmce,  rt.  1m»l  H. 
Uo|>e,  right  hon.  A.  J. 

B,  B. 
Hooldsworth,  W.  H. 
Ilowmrd,  J. 
Howard,  J.  M. 
llngfaea.  Colonel  E. 
Hunt,  F.  8. 
Hunter,  Sir  G. 
Htttion,  J.  F. 
Isaaca.  L.  H. 
Jackaon,  W.  L. 
Jamea,  it.  hon.  Sir  H. 
Jenninga,L.  J. 

[Third  Nif  hi.'] 
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Johnston,  W. 
Jones,  P. 
Kav-Shnltle worth,  Sir 

U.J. 
Kennawav,  Sir  J.  H. 
Kcnvon,  hon.  O.  T, 
Ker.'  R.  W.  B, 
Kimbcr,  H. 
Kinp:,  H.  8. 
Kinnoar,  J.  B. 
Knntchbull-Hugesscni 

hon.  H.  T. 
I^awrcnco,  Sir  T. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Lcthbridj^e,  Sir  K. 
liowisham,  Viscount 
Llewollvn,  £.  il. 
Lloyd,  \V. 
Long.  W.  H. 
Macartney,  J.  W.  E. 
Macdonald,  rt.  hon.  J. 

H.  A. 
Maclean,  J.  M. 
M'Calmont,  Captain  J. 
Alannera,  rt.  hon.  Lord 

J.  J.  R. 
Marriott,  rt  hn.  W.  T. 
Marton,Maj.O.  B.  U. 
MaxwcU,  Sir  U.  £. 
MiUs,  C.  W. 
Morgan,  hon.  P. 
Mount.  W.  a. 
^lowbray,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

J.  R. 
Molholland.  H.  L. 
Murdoch,  C.  T. 
Norris,  E.  S. 
Northcoto,  hon.  U.  S. 
Norton,  R. 
O'Neill,  hon.  R.  T. 
Paget,  R.  H. 
Pearce,  W. 
Vca.^,  Sir  J.  W. 
Peaso,  A.  E. 
Peily.  Sir  L. 
Percy,  Lord  A.  M. 
Pilkingtun,  (r.  A. 
Plunket,  rt.  hon.  D.  R. 
Pomfrct.  W.  P. 


Powell,  F.  8, 
Price,  Captain  G.  E. 
Ritchie.  C.  T. 
Rr»l>ert?on,  J.  P.  B. 
Uuth«(]iild,  Baron    T. 

J,  do 
Round,  J. 
Rus.H(>I],  Sir  (r. 
Sandys,  Liout-Col,  T. 

M. 
Saunders  >n,  Maj.  E.  J. 
Srlater-Bo«>th,  rt.hn.G. 
S»"lwin  -  Dihetson,    rt. 

hon.  Sir  H.  J. 
Srton-Kjirr,  II. 
Sidcbotti)m,  W. 
Sitwdl,  Sir  G.  R. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  D. 

Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stanlov,  rt.  hon. Col.  F. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  M. 
Sturrock,  P. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Tipping.  W. 
ToUemache,  II.  J. 
TomUn-ion,  W.  E.  M. 
Trotter,  H.  J. 
Tyler,  Sir  H.W. 
Valentine,  C.  J. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  II. 
'NVaUh,  hon.  A.  II.  J. 
Waring,  Colonel  T. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 
White.  J.  B. 
\Miitley,  E. 
Winn,  hon.  R. 
Wodehouse,  E.  R. 
Wortb  y,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wroughton,  P. 
Yorke,  J.  R. 
Young,  C  E.  B. 

TBLLBRH. 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  Col.  W.  11. 


Main  Question  proposed. 
Debate  arising. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"— (J/r. 
Je4u  (W/tMyf,)— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjoumed  till  To^morrQw, 
MOTIONS. 

pcBuc  rExmoya. 

Ordtrtd^  That  a  S*-lect  Commilt<M?  1h>  ap- 
pointed, to  whom  shall  bo  rrfvmd  all  P<  titiunn 
preaented  to  the  Houao.  with  the  exception  of 
aach  M  reUte  to  Private  Bills  ;  and  that  sm  h 
C<Niuiittt«o  do  clA<tsify  and  pr^'porv  abstracts  of 
the  Mune,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  shall 
appear  to  them  best  eoited  to  convey  to  the 


House  all  roouisite  information  respecting  their 
contents,  and  do  report  the  same  from  time  to 
time  to  the  House  ;  and  that  the  reports  of  tho 
Committoc  do  wt  forth  tho  number  of  sifpiatures 
to  each  Petition  only  in  respect  to  thoso  sinrna- 
tures  to  which  addresses  are  affixed : — And  that 
such  Committee  havo  power  to  direct  the  print- 
ing in  extfuto  of  such  Petitions,  or  of  such  part« 
of  Petitions,  as  shall  appear  to  roquireiti'^And 
that  such  Committee  havo  power  to  report  their 
opinion  and  observations  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

Ordered f  That  tho  Committee  do  conaiat  of 
Sir  CiiAKLE!^  FouKTUK,  Mr.  William  Lowtii bu, 
Mr.  Cavkmjirji  Bentixck,  Slarquess  of  Staf- 
roiiD,  Colonel  Bkidoemax,  Sir  Ciiaiilca  Ten- 
NANT,  Mr.  Mi'liiollaxd,  Viscount  Lymxmotox, 
i5ir  Abtiii'r  BAas),  Mr.  RicnARO  Powir,  Sir 
IIekdekt  Maxwell,  Mr.  M*  Lag  ax,  Mr.  Rboi- 
nald  Yokxb,  Mr.  IIbxry  Tollbmacub,  and 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum.— (6Vr 
Char  let  Fortter.) 

LUXACY    (VAC.VTIWO  OF   SEATs)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Bill  to  amend  tho 
Law  in  rei2^ard  to  tho  Vncatinjic  of  Seats  in  tho 
House  of  Commons,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Cliarles  RusscU,  Mr.  Pule- 
ston.  and  Mr.  William  Corbet. 

hiX\pr€9entedf  and  read  tho  firat  time.  [Bill  86.] 

SrORTIJfO  L.\NI)S  RATING  (sCOTLAXD)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Bill  to  amend  tho 
Law  aa  to  the  Katinf?  of  Lands  occupied  for 
Sporting  Purposes  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Dr.  Cameron,  Marquess  of  Staf- 
ford, Mr.  Mackintobh,  and  Dr.  Farquharson. 

^\]1  presented^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  80.] 

MERCHANT  SHTPPIXa    ACT    (1854)  AMEND* 

MENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  King,  Bill  to  amend  **  Tho 
Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1354,"  ordered  to  l^o 
brought  in  by  Mr.  King.  Mr.  Kimbcr,  Mr. 
BaffjcaHay,  and  Mr.  Fitzj^irald. 

IMW  pretented,  and  read  tho  firat  time.  [Bill  87.] 

SALE   OF  INTOXICATINO   LIQUORS  ON 

SUNDAY  (Cornwall)   bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Borlase,  Bill  to  prohibit 
tho  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  in 
Cornwall,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr. 
ir^rUse.  Sir  John  St.  Anbvn,  Mr.  Cottriner, 
Mr.  C.  r.  D;ko  Acland,  M*r.  Conybeare.  Mr. 
Bit  kford  Smith,  and  Mr.  David  Jenkins. 

hiMpretnied,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  88.] 


PRITATE   LUNATIC   ASYLUMS   ( 

BILL. 


nd) 


On  Motion  of  Mr.  William  Corbet,  Bill  to 
alter  and  amend  tho  Law  relating  to  Privat*' 
Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  and  to  nmke  ulhiar 
and  moru  suitable  pro%'ision  for  paying-patienta, 
ord*  red  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  W'lUiam  CMrbet, 
Mr.  Dillwyn,  Mr.  P.  J.  Power,  Dr.  Oainef«o» 
and  Mr.  Marne. 

Bill/rrW/r</,  aad  read  the  iint  tim*.  [Bill  89.] 
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Jlf^i$ir^  Bill 


4C6 


TO    MOmCTAtirS  (SCOTLAIO)) 

BILL. 

t»n  Motloa  of  Mr.  nr}'co,  BUI  to  nccure  to 
th^  p«bUc  the  right  of  AcccM  to  3(ountainfl  and 
M^jcUait  in  Scutland,  9riertd  t<>  l>o  brought  in 
\y  Mr.  Brjrce,  Mr.  Cliincy  Bolton,  Mr.  Hal  June, 
Mr  D.  ("nvfurd,  Sir  Henry  Itoccoo,  and  Mr. 
E4»ara  Ruaell. 

BUI  rr*9€nt€4i,  and  read  the  firat  time.  [Bill  90.] 

DOUBLE  RETURN. 


MOIL.1XD   DIVISION  OP  LIVEUrooL 
AND  B4)RorUH  OF  UALWAY. 

Mr.  Stbakbr  acquainted  tho  HouRd 
t^al  ba  bad  receired  a  Letter  from 
Tbomaa  P.  OVonnor,  eaquire,  returned 
aa  a  Member  for  tbe  Scotland  Division 
of  LiTerpool,  and  for  the  Borough  of 
Cialvar.  making  hie  election  for  the 
Scotland  DiTision  of  LiTerpool ;  and  the 
aaad  Letter  was  reed  as  foUoweth : — 


Bmtimf  htm  tUeUi  for  hoik  ths  Bwflmtd 
If^rtm^m  9/  Lirerjfooi  mmd  the  B^roufk  o/O^ttrav* 
I  htf  U  tmftrm  ^pu  thmt  1  tUit  to  $it  for  thr 
Biotfamd  IHtioiom  of  Lirtrpooi. 

Tour  ohtditnt  Sfrrttrnt, 

r.  F.  cr  coy  yon. 

TU  Mifkt  Bom. 

Tkt  Sptmhr. 

Uooaa  a^ioaraed  at  a  quarter  before 

One  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    L0BD8» 
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Ptblic  Bux  •»  Sttomd   Mmdit^  —  Committoo 
m9^$ood  *  T%n4  Mt^dimf^ljoA   Begiilrj 

KKW  PEER^ 

Wmiam  Boiler  Fallerton  Baron  EI- 
pbiaetoBe  in  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  called  Scotland,  having  been 
rTi*aied  Baron  Elphinetone  of  Elpbiu. 
alone  in  tbe  oountr  of  Haddington^  Was 
(m  the  newu  manser^  mtroduoed.  I 


LAND  REGISTRY  BILL~(Ko.  7.) 

(Tho  Lord  CkmnttlUr,) 
•ECOND    BEADIKO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  tie  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Th«  lord  chancellor  (Lord 
Halmburt),  in  moving  that  tho  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time,  said,  the  mea- 
sure had  become  neceiisavy  in  conse* 
quenco  of  tbe  death  of  Mr.  Brent  Spencer 
FoUett,  Q.C.,  who  bad  for  some  vears 
been  Chief  Rogiatrar  of  tbe  Land  Ro- 
gistry  Office,  and  because  no  provision 
had  been  made  in  the  Act  of  Parliament 
which  constituted  the  office  for  the  duties 
of  the  Registrar  being  performed  by 
another  R(*gi8trar,  and  it  might  be  that 
any  proce<Klings  in  the  office  in  regard 
to  titles  of  land  would  be  void.  It  was 
therefore  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done ;  but  as  considerable  dis- 
satisfaction had  been  expressed  at  the 
amount  of  business  done  and  at  the  dis- 
proportionate expenditure  of  tbe  office, 
It  had  been  thought  inexpedient  to  make 
a  permanent  appointment,  especially 
pending  the  proposed  alterations  in  re- 
gard to  land  transfer,  which  subject  the 
Government  hoped  shortly  to  deal  with. 
The  Land  Transfer  Bill  would  include 
provisions  for  the  registration  of  land 
generally,  and  for  the  discharge  of  duties 
by  the  Registrars.  Under  lul  the  oir- 
stancee,  the  Oovemment  thought  it 
would  be  desirable  to  make  temporaty 
provision  for  the  discharge  of  the  dutiee 
df  the  racant  office.  He  begged  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mond,  *'Tbat  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— {Tk$  Lprd  Chancellor.) 

Motion  B^r^^d  io  ;  Bill  read  3*  accord- 
ingly ;  Committee  negatived:  Then  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  XXXV.  €muid§r0d  (ac- 
cording to  Order),  and  dupimed  wtik  : 
Bill  read  3%  and  /s«mi<  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

Ilonac  adjoomed  at  half  past  Four  o*cIork, 
to  'i*haraday  next,  a  quarter  past 

Fear  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    UOMMONS, 
TWwfsy,  26M  January,  1886. 
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Several  other  Members  took  and  sub- 
bcribed  the  Oath. 

PRIVATE   BUSIXESS. 


PAKLTAMENT-STANDlXt;  ORDEUS. 

8<)lect  Committee  on  Standing;  Onlers 
nominated: —  Ordered,  That  the  Oom- 
mitteo  do  consist  of  Twelve  Membc^rs : — 
Mr.  Joseph  Cowesi,  Mr.  DwYEa  Gray, 
Mr.  Halsey,  Mr,  William  Lowtuer, 
Sir  John  Mowbray,  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr. 
Raikes,  Mr.  Craio  Sellar,  Mr.  Stans- 
feld,  Sir  Charles  Texxant,  Mr.  AViiit- 
BREAD,  and  Mr.  Yorke  wore  nominated 
Members  of  the  Committee.— (iSir/oAn 
B.  MowhrayJ) 

COMMITTEE  OF  SELECTION. 

NOMINATION  OF  COMMITTEE. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do 
consist  of  Nine  Members." — {Sir  John  R. 
Mowbray,) 

Db.  CAMERON  said,  the  functions 
of  the  Committee  of  Selection  were, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  not  very 
important  or  responsible.  They  had 
the  duty  of  appointing  Members  to 
serre  on  Private  Bill  Committees — a  duty 
that  involved  no  feeling  of  political 
partizanship;  and  the  duty  of  appoint- 
ment had|  no  doubt,  been  performed  as 
efficiently  and  fairly  as  anyone  could 
desire.  Up  to  two  years  ago  the  nomi- 
nation of  Members  to  serve  on  Commit- 
tees involved  nothing  in  connection  with 
Party  politics  or  Public  Business  ;  but 
two  years  ago  the  Rule  was  passed  to 
refer  two  classes  of  Public  Bills  to  Grand 
Committees,  and  on  that  occasion  the 
selection  of  Members  to  serve  on  these 
Grand  Committees  was  entrusted  to  the 
Committee  the  appointment  of  which 
was  now  moved.  On  that  occasion, 
when  the  Committ^'e  was  nominated,  it 
was  considered  that  the  change  proposed 
to  be  made  in  its  functions  had  so 
greatly  increased  its  importanco  tliat  its 
ronstilution8houIdberecoDhidered;anda 
long  and  somewhat  acrimonious  deliate 
resulted  in  tho  number  of  Members  of 
the  Committee  being  augmented  from 
five  to  eight.  In  passing,  he  might  call 
attention  to  one  oircumstaoce  he  could 
not  understand.  Ue  found  that  in  the 
Standing  Order  it  was  provided  that  the 
Committee  of  Selection  should  consist  of 


the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  oa 
Standing  Orders,  who,  ex  officio^  was  to 
be  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Se* 
lection,  and  seven  other  Members,  eight 
in  all.  That  was  the  proviBion  he  found 
in  tho  Standing  OrderH.  in  tho  edition  so 
late  as  August  last.  If  tho  action  of  the 
Rule,  entrusting  to  the  Committee  the 
selection  of  Members  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee, rendered  it  necessary  for  the 
Uouse  to  reconsider  the  constitution  of 
that  Committee,  then  tho  nature  of  the 
new  Rules  of  Procedure,  which  it  was 
proposed  to  submit  to  tho  Ilouae  in  the 
present  Session,  rendered  it  doubly 
necessary  to  be  vigilant  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee.  When  the 
Ghrand  Committees  were  appointed,  only 
two  classes  of  Bills  were  proposed  to  be 
sent  to  them,  and  when  those  Bills  came 
back  from  the  Committees  the  House 
was  at  liberty  to  reconsider  any  Amend* 
meats  made,  and  re-open  the  whole  sub- 
ject ;  but,  under  the  proposed  new  Rules 
of  Procedure,  it  was  proposed  that  a 
number  of  different  Select  Committees 
on  Public  Bills  should  be  appointed, 
and  that  virtually  tho  entire  powers 
the  House  in  Conunittee  exercised  over 
the  details  of  the  Bills  should  be  en- 
trusted to  those  Committees,  so  that, 
when  the  Bills  came  back  to  the  House, 
the  House  would  be  deprived  of  that 
opportunity  of  thorough  discussion  it 
had  hitherto  enjoyed.  When  the  Bills 
came  back  without  Amendments  they 
were  to  be  set  down  for  third  reading, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  propose  any 
Amendment — it  wonld  have  to  be  douo 
on  a  Motion  for  the  re-committal  of  tho 
Bill.  When  the  Bills  came  back  with 
Amendments  the  House  was  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  considering  them;  but,  those 
being  considered,  then  the  question  of 
third  reading  was  to  be  put  without  de- 
bate. He  would  not  now  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  proposed  new  Rules  of  Procedure ; 
but  it  became  very  evident  that  tho 
Committee  to  whom  it  wns  pra]xised  to 
entrust  such  powers  should  bi*  very 
carefully  selected.  As  he  had  said,  in 
A<*lecting  Members  to  serve  on  Private 
Bill  Committees,  no  Party  questions 
were  involved.  From  bis  point  of  view, 
the  constitution  of  the  tribunals  before 
which  Private  Bills  were  promoted,  and 
the  means  offered  for  discussion  of  Buhi- 
ness,  were  utt^'rly  imsattsfactory,  and  it 
would  bo  impossible  by  any  contrivance 
to  make  them  worse ;  but  with  that,  for 
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tk«  Bomeot,  he  waa  not  ooaeerning  him* 
M4f.    But  nov  it  was  proposed  to  en- 
tr««l  to  the  Commtttoe  of  Heloction  the 
•election  of  Select  Committees,  to  whom 
mil  Puhlic  Bills,  unless  they  were  Money 
litlla,  wore  to  he  referred.     It  was  ad- 
tattted,  in  connection  with  any  Ojmmit- 
t«»eoa  •  pnhlic  matter,  that  it  wa^  nieces* 
«afy  the  existence  of  Party  fi*<«linf^  should 
Ike  reeognixed,   the  division   of    Select 
<  *4)mmxtte«*«    was    dotermined    by    the 
\Vhip4 ;  so  many  Mombers  to  represent 
th«  Oovemment,  so  many  representing 
the  Oppo%ition,  and  so  many  the  fol- 
l*>w«r«  of  the  hon.  G<.*ntleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).     But  the 
appointment  of  there  Committees  was 
always  made  by  the  House ;  and  if  any 
ua fairness  waa  thought  to  exist  in  the 
BomioattoQ,  it  was  open  to  any  Member 
of  the  House  to  challenge  the  nomi- 
nati<iii.     But   wh<«n   a  Committee   was 
appointed  by  tho  (k>mmittee  of  Selection 
the  House  had  no  opportunity  of  doing 
any  such  thing ;  the  nominations  were 
Bad«*  by  the  (^-ommittee  sitting  in  pri- 
vate, and  the  Houso  was  deprived  of  all 
jurisdiction  in  the  case,     lie  did  not 
wtftb  to  impute  to  any  Member  of  that 
Committee  any  but  the  highest   con- 
seteotious  motives ;  but  it  was  obvious 
that  a  man  entertaining  particular  poli- 
tteal  views  would  think  that  the  bo^t  and 
mnat  sensible  Member  likely  to  thranh 
oat  any  subject  would  be  a  Member  of 
his  own  Party.     Thus,  without  any  con- 
scii»tia  bta«,  a  Committee  would  bo  found 
constituted  in  a  manner  more  or  less 
fed«<ctittg  the  composition  of  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Selection.    That  rendered  it 
very  important  to  look  to  the  com|N>9i- 
tioo  of  that  Committee  before  placing  it 
in  a  Domtion  in  which  it  might  be  soon 
called  on  to  exerci««e  most   important 
fvactiooa.     He  supposed  it  was  no  <tf«ort't 
that  cf«Ttain  differences  of  opinion  exifited 
ia  ih»  naaner  in  which  they  regarded 
political    nueetions    b4twt*i»n    the    two 
wittgs  of  th««  Liberal  Party.     Pioliably 
there  waa  aa  much  difference  as  to  the 
slaad point  from  which  questions  were 
regarded  between  Whigs  and  Kadirals 
s«  b^ween  certain  portions  of  the  Con- 
•erradve  PaHy  and  the  Whigs.    That 
being  so,  it  waa  but  prop«»r  that  the 
Badjcal  element  should  be  represented 
U>  aa    extent  commensurate  with    its 
atrvagth  and  importance  in  the  House 
oa  that  Oommittee,  which  would  have  to 
Selaei  tba  Otaad  CommtUeea  or   the 


iSelect  Committees,  aa  they  were  called, 
which   would    have  to    deal  with    all 
legislation  that  came  before  the  House. 
In   the   proposed   Committee  of  nine, 
only  one  Kadical  was  nominated  among 
the  number.       As  for  the  followers  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork, 
they  were  very  well  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves ;  they  did  take  care  of  them- 
selves on  the  last  ocension,  and  were 
nn»tty  certain  to  get  what  they  desired, 
but  another  section  of  the  House,  in  which 
ho  had  the  honour  to  bo  included,  con- 
sisted of  Scotch  Kepresentntives,  who  were 
not  so  pertinacious  in  ventilating  griev* 
ances  they  might  feel.    Scotch  Members 
were  represented  by  a  single  name,  and 
of  course,  in  nine,  they  could  not  well 
oxpei't  a   great  many  more;    but  the 
Gentleman  selected  was  a  Conservative ; 
and  if  it  was  necessavy  to  treat  the  com- 
position of  the  Committee  from  a  Party 
point  of  view  he  would  point  out  that 
six-sevenths  of  tho  Scotch  representa- 
tion were  Liberal,  and  therefore  it  was 
doing  anything  but  reflecting  the  nature 
of  that  representation    to  nominate  a 
Scotch  Conservative  Member.     Scotch 
representation  was  only  conceded,  if  ho 
remembered  rightly,  after  the  vigorous 
remonstrance  of   his  hon.  Friend  tho 
Member   for   Forfarshire  (Mr.   J.    W. 
Barclay).     So  long  as  the  duties  of  the 
Committee  were   unimportant,  ao  long 
as  they  had  to  deal  with  Private  and 
not  Public  Business,  its  composition  was  a 
matter  of  little  importance.    Its  business 
had  been  to  select  Members  almost  in  a 
sort  of  rota  for  service  on  Private  Bill 
Committees,  and  the  manner  in  which 
that  was  done  left  no  ground  for  com- 
plaint.   When  it  was  proposed  to  en- 
trust it  with  the  selection  of  Orand  Com- 
mittees tho  question  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Committee  of  Selection  wn^  natu- 
rally  raised,  and  serious  nlterstif'ns  were 
made  in  that  Committ<>e  ;  and  now,  when 
it  wos  prtijio^ed  to  entrust  the  Committee 
with  far  greater  and  more  respouAible 
dutie«,  it  wa<«   proper  that  tho   House 
should   seriounly  cousiJor  the  nomina- 
tions.    It  might  be  said  that  the  new 
duty  to  which   he  reforrtHl  had  not  yet 
b<M<a  imn>40>i  on  the  (^jmmitt<*e.     Th^t 
I  was  qui  to  true ;  but  if  they  allowed  this 
!  Committ^-e  of  Selection  to  be  api>ointed 
!  without  challenge,  then,  when  the  new 
Rules  of    IVocedure    camo   before  the 
House,  they  would  b<>  told  if  they  made 
any  objection  that  the  new  Bales  were 
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known  to  the  Hoase  when  this  Com- 
mittee was  appointed,  and  no  protest 
was  made.  At  least  he  thought  that  a 
protest  should  be  made ;  and  to  empha- 
size that  protest  he  would  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  were  it  not 
that  by  doing  so  he  should  formally 
debar  the  right  hon.  Baronet  from 
making  explanations. 

Sir  JOHN  H.  MOWBRAT  said,  the 
hon.  Member  grounded  his  objection  to 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  the 
hypothesis  that  under  new  Rules  of  Pro- 
cedure new  duties  would  be  imposed  on 
the  Committee.  But  the  new  Rules 
were  not  yet  before  the  House,  and  it 
was  a  rather  strong  hypothesis  to  as- 
sume their  adoption  as  a  reason  for  not 
appointing  a  Committee  having  neces- 
sary duties  to  perform.  When  the  now 
Rules  were  before  the  House  for  discus- 
sion, then  would  be  the  time  to  consider 
whether,  in  view  of  new  duties  to  be 
entrusted  to  it,  the  question  of  a  recon- 
stitution  of  the  Committee  should  be 
raised.  But  there  were  present  duties 
for  the  Committee  to  discharge ;  whether 
important  or  not,  they  were  necessary 
for  the  conduct  of  Private  Bill  legisla- 
tion. Undoubtedly,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber eaid,  in  1882,  in  view  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Grand  Committees  the 
Committee  of  Selection  was  enlarged, 
after  an  important  discussion,  to  ei^lit 
Members,  subsequently  raised  to  nine 
to  meet  the  views  of  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland.  In  the  nominations  the 
object  was  to  secure  Gentlemen  of  known 
experience,  and  the  House  at  large  would 
admit  that  hitherto  the  Committee  had 
well  performed  its  duties.  It  would  be 
invidious  to  go  into  the  various  shades 
of  opinion  represented;  and  he  oould 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  Party  con- 
siderations were  set  aside  by  the  Com- 
mittee upstairs ;  but  it  would  be  observed 
that  in  tne  endearour  to  secure  Gentle- 
men of  large  Parliamentary  experience 
there  had  been  included  frum  the  Op- 
position side  of  the  House  the  noble 
Ix>rd  the  Member  for  West  Derb^rshire 

a'iord  ildvard  Cavendish),  the  junior 
ember  for  Bradford  (Mr.  Illingworth\ 
the  hon.  Member  for  Longford  yMr. 
Justin  M*Carthv),  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Leeds  (Sir  Lyon 
Play  fair),  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Bed- 
ford (Mr.  Whitbread). 

Mb.  J.  W.  BAIiCLAT  said,  he  re- 
gretted that  the  explanation  of  the  right 


hon.  Baronet  was  not  at  all  satisfactory. 
In  the  last  Parliament  he  raised  this 
question  in  consequence  of  the  Scotch 
Representative  being  selected  from  the 
Conservative  Party,  and  a  concession 
was  then  made,  another  Scotch  Member 
being  added  to  the  Committee,  who, 
howerer,  did  not  now  represent  a  Scotch 
constituency.  New  Members  should 
understand  that  important  duties  would 
devolve  on  this  Committee.  To  it  would 
bo  referred  the  selection  of  Members  to 
serve  on  Private  Bill  Committees,  and,  in 
many  cases,  on  Hybrid  Committees;  and, 
according  to  the  proposal  in  the  new 
Rules  of  Procedure,  the  Committee 
would  be  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 
selecting  Committees  on  Public  Bills. 
The  riglit  hon.  Baronet  retorted  upon 
his  hon.  Friend  that  it  would  be  time  to 
raise  his  objection  on  the  discussion  of 
the  new  Rules;  but  he  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  urgency  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Committee  of  Selection. 
It  might  very  well  be  deferred  for  some 
time.  The  House  appeared  to  be  in  a 
transition  state,  and  might  very  well 
defer  consideration  of  this  subject  for  a 
time,  in  order  to  give  the  fright  hon. 
Gentleman  and  those  who  advised  him 
time  for  consideration  of  their  position, 
and  to  submit  new  proposals  to  the 
House.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
nominations,  but  he  thougnt  the  num- 
ber too  few.  It  was  all  vexy  well 
in  former  times,  when  the  two  rarties 
were  very  distinct  and  divided  in  the 
House,  and  the  principle  of  equal  repre- 
sentation was  followed  by  appointing 
half  from  each  side  of  the  House ;  but 
Irish  Members  had  secured  recognition 
of  their  claims,  and  the  old  method  was 
revised.  He  did  not  wish,  and  he  did 
not  think,  that  Party  considerations 
should  entirely  determine  the  apnoint- 
ment  of  this  Committee;  he  dia  not 
think  that  the  question  of  nationality 
should  decide  it ;  but  there  were  prac- 
tical reasons  why  the  Committee  should 
be  fairly  representative  of  the  House. 
It  was  obviously  desirable  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  bo  acquainted  with  the  general 
sense  of  the  House,  and  with  the  special 
(jualifieations  of  Members;  and  there 
would  be  more  probability  of  that  in  an 
incroa  sed  and  proj>«  ir  t  ion  al  ropreson  tation 
of  each  countey.  Then  it  was  obvious 
that  if  the  Committee  was  to  select  Mem- 
bers who  were  to  give  decisions  on  Poblio 
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BiOib  th*  lf«mb«n  appointed  shoold  be  f 
»el«<ted  from  the  Tarioas  Parties.  The  . 
C%>aimitiaeof  Selection  should  be  very 
roaetderablr  increased,  securing  better 
r^prmentation  of  the  feeling  of  tho 
Hoosr,  and  bettor  aualification  for  its 
retponsiblo  duties.  He  did  not  wish  to 
raise  a  point  of  Order ;  but  the  right  hon. 
tft«atlenum  had  not  explaini^d  why  he 
Y  ad  deriatod  from  the  Standing  Order 
ia  nominating  nine  Members,  tho  Stand- 
ing Order  providing  that  tho  number 
•'.••aid  be  eight.  That  was  a  point  to 
«  hich  he  would  direct  attention  ;  and 
for  tha  pnqKMe  of  giving  the  right  hon. 
<f«<atleman  the  opportunity  of  expla- 
nation, and  for  tho  purpose  of  allow- 
ing time  for  further  consideration,  he 
b4*^ged  to  more  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— <  Jfr.  /.  W.  B^rcU^.) 

Mn.  RAIKK3  said,  he  hoped  tho 
I  loose  would  not  adjourn  the  debate, 
seeing  that  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  a  matter  of  ordinary  business 
arrangement*  Tho  namos  now  propo^tnl 
were*  those  of  Gentlemen  who  would 
<<immand  the  eon6dence  of  the  House ; 
and  he  would  remind  the  hon.  Momber 
who  moved  the  adjournment  that  one 
or  two  of  the  namos  wore  proposed  ex- 
prpMily  in  recognition  of  a  somewhat 
■imilar  oomidaint  mado  in  the  last  Par- 
liament. The  namos  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford  (Mr.  Illingworth)  and 
of  hia  right  hon.  Friend  Sir  Ilonry  Wolff, 
who  was  then  Member  for  Portsmotitb, 
were  added  to  give  to  tho  Committc^o  a 
certain  infusion  of  now  blood.  Having 
rsigard  to  tho  past  servicer  of  the  Oontle- 
BOO  nominated,  he  could  not  but  think  it 
wo«ld  be  a  rather  bad  ezamplo  f  or  a  ITouse 
anxiovs  lo  oarn  a  good  name  in  the  coun- 
try  for  prompt  attention  to  businoss  if» 
on  tho  threanold,  they  stumbled  over 
the  nomination  of  a  (.^ommittee  for  or- 
dmanr  badness  upstairs.  He  could  not 
bat  think  that  the  hon.  Momber,  on  re- 
fl«ciioa«  would  think  there  was  hardly 
•aficient  reason  for  postponement.  The 
Ilonse  waa  full ;  tho  names  pn^po^ed  J 
were  well  known ;  and  he  could  not  be* 
l:«Te  the  House  at  a  future  time  would 
be  better  qualified  than  now  to  arrive  at ' 
a  eooelo«ion.  I 

Ma.  TH03IA8  WATSON  said,  the! 
right  hon.  Uentleman  was  addressing  a  j 


number  of  practical  men.  Would  he, 
therefore,  bo  good  enough  to  explain 
why  it  was  necrssavy  to  appoint  the 
Committoe  to-day  rather  than  a  few 
days  honce? 

Sir  ROIUIRT  FOWLER  said,  as  ho 
undorstood  one  objection  to  the  ap- 
]K>intment  of  the  Committee,  it  was  that 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Leeds, 
who  ropro8ent(Hi  Edinburgh  University 
in  tho  lost  Parliament,  was  no  longer  a 
Scot(*h  Member.  But,  though  his  right 
hon.  Friend  had  changed  nis  scat,  he 
had  not  lent  his  knowledge  of  Scotch 
matters.  It  Hoomed  absurd  that  the 
Private  Business  of  the  House,  and 
some  of  its  Public  Business,  too,  should 
be  delayed  and  thrown  out  of  gear  bo- 
cause  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  changed 
his  seat  from  Edinburgh  to  Leeds. 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  one  reason  for 
adjournment  was  that  in  18H3,  when 
the  Committoo  was  in  a  similar  position, 
the  appointment  was  not  made  until  tho 
27th  of  February,  a  month  subsequent 
to  tho  present  date.  Another  reason  for 
adjournment  was  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  not  answered  the  objection 
raised  to  the  effect  that  the  Standing 
Order  provided  that  the  Committee 
should  consist  of  eight  Members.  That 
waa  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  last  edi« 
tion  of  the  Standing  Orders,  Auffust, 
I$8.>;  and  that  prevented  him  m>m 
moving  the  omi<«8ion  of  eight  to  insert 
a  larger  number.  That  bein^  so,  it 
appeared  to  him  an  irregularity  that 
snowed  the  rathor  loose  manner  of  con- 
stituting the  Committee,  when  tho  Chair- 
man gave  Notioe  of  a  Motion  in  direct 
contravention  of  Standing  Order  9S,  to 
which  he  referred.  For  this  reason,  and 
bf«cause,  two  years  ago,  the  Committee 
was  not  appointed  until  February  27, 
and  no  ono  suffered  inconvenience  in 
consequence,  the  appointment  might 
very  well  be  deferred  for  a  few  days. 

Sia  JOHN  R.  MOWBRAY  said,  he 
could  assure  the  hon.  Member  there  waa 
nothing  irregular  in  the  Motion*  Laat 
year,  or  the  year  before,  tho  number 
was  enlarged  to  nine,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  the  appointment.  The  House 
mot  earlier  thi.t  year;  Private  Bills  had 
to  bo  grouped.  Members  had  to  be  com* 
munioatod  with,  and  there  must  be 
delay  and  inconvenience  if  the  appoint* 
ment  of  the  Committee  was  delayed. 

Mr.  GLAlKSiONE  said,  he  folt  they 
should  hesitate   to  interfere  with  the 
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regular  course  of  Buainess  in  matters  of 
this  kind  at  the  present  stage,  unless 
there  were  rery  strong  and  clear  grounds 
for  doing  so.  The  obj ections  were  urged 
at  an  earlier  hour  than  he  usually 
attended  the  regular  course  of  Business, 
and,  perhaps,  he  had  hardly  heard  them 
aU.  He  could  hardly  think,  in  the  in- 
terest of  Scotland,  there  was  any  great 
reason  to  complain,  or  to  found  a  Mo- 
tion for  postponing  the  nomination.  He 
did  not  know  whether  any  other  sub- 
stantial objection  had  been  or  could  be 
taken ;  and  when  there  were  no  objec- 
tions of  a  solid  or  substantial  character 
he,  in  matters  of  detail,  felt  a  disposition 
to  defer  to  the  authority  of  old  Members 
experienced  in  these  matters,  and  to 
whose  labours  the  House  was  consider- 
ably indebted.  As  at  present  informed, . 
it  might  be  imperfectly,  he  should  be 
sorry  to  see  the  Motion  pressed  to  a 
division. 

Question  put. 

The  House  dividsd: — Ayes  43  ;  Noes 
899 :  Majority  356.— <DiT.  list,  No.  2.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  mored,  "That 
the  Committee  do  consist  of  fifteen 
instead  of  nine  Members.'' 

Ma.  SPEAKEB :  The  hon.  Member 
has  exhausted  his  right  of  speaking. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  name  of  Lord  Edward 
Cavendish  be  placed  upon  the  Com- 
mittee."—(5ir  John  R.  Mowbray,) 


Dr.  CAMERON  said,  he  had  been 
eareful  to  explain  that  he  had  not  made 
his  protest  on  any  personal  grounds,  but 
purely  upon  general  considerations.  But, 
navin|^  made  a  protest,  he  desired  to 
intimate  that  he  should  take  action  upon 
the  matter  when  the  new  Rules  were 
proceeded  with,  if  ever  they  did  come 
on  for  discussion.  He  should  then  have 
an  opportunity  of  pressing  his  objection 
to  tne  policy  of  placing  such  large 
powers  in  Uie  hanas  of  the  Committoe 
of  Selection.  Having  made  his  protest, 
he  would  not  consider  it  proper  to  ob- 
trude himself  further  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  or  to  waste  time  by  challenging 
the  various  namee  upon  the  list    He 

Mr.  Gkddam 


should,  therefore,  not  make  objection  to 
any  of  the  names. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lord  Edward  Catshdish,  Mr.  CrBirr, 
Mr.  Habcoukt,  Mr.  iLLniowoKTn,  Mr. 
Justin  M*Cabthy,  Mr.  Orb  Ewino,  Sir 
Lyon  Playfair,  Mr.  Whitbbead,  and 
the  Chaibican  of  the  Select  CoifiinTEB 
on  Standing  Obdbbs,  nominated  Mem* 
bers  of  the  Committee. 

QUESTIONS. 


THE  STATE  OF  IRE  LAND -LEGISLA- 
TION FOR  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF 
THE  NATIONAL  LEAGUE  —  THE 
PROTECriON  OF  LIFE,  PROPERTY'. 
ORDER,  &c. 

The  CH  ANCELLOE  opthe  EXCHE- 
QTJER  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  : 
Sir,  I  beg  to  give  Notice,  on  behalf  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  that  on  Thursday  next 
he  will  moTO  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
Bill  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the 
National  League  and  other  dangerous 
associations,  for  the  prevention  of  in- 
timidation, and  for  the  protection  of  life, 
property,  and  public  order  in  Ireland. 
In  the  event  of  the  debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress in  reply  to  Her  Majesty's  Ora- 
cious  Speecn  not  being  concluded  be« 
fore  Thursday,  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
move  the  postponement  of  the  Orders 
of  the  Day  in  order  to  give  my  right  hon. 
Friend  an  opportunity  of  bringing  for- 
ward his  Motion ;  and  we  shsll  ask  the 
House  to  give  precedence  to  this  mea- 
sure on  every  day  on  which  it  may  be 
set  down.  It  is  our  intention,  Sir,  to 
follow  this  measure  by  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  Land  Question,  pursuing  in  a 
more  extensive  sense  the  policy  indicated 
by  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  last  8es« 
sion. 

FORESHORES  AND   FISHINGS 

(SCOTLAND). 

Mn.  M ACFARLANE  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  If  he  will  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  lay  upon  the  Table,  a 
Return  of  all  persons  to  whom  the  rights 
of  the  Crown  to  foreshore  and  exclusive 
fishing  privileges  have  been  granted 
around  the  coasts  of  Scotland ;  the  date 
of  such  grants;  the  consideration  for 
whieh  they  were  originally  granted  \  the 


417        PmUmmmimrf  (kik        {Taotabt  26,  1886}  (Jfr.  BradUufh).        418 


tmoi  or  otfMT  oonmdoniiion  now  rooeived 
far  tooh  rights ;  and  their  probable 
TtiMm  to  tho  grtntoee ;  ^ao  a  Mtum  of 
the  eaine  rif^ta  and  priyilegee  still  re- 
tamed  bj  the  Crown  ? 
Tn  HBCR£TARY  (Mr.  Jacksoit)  : 
the  tniormalion  desired  were  umttod 
to  tiiBe— saj  to  the  last  30  years — it 
would  be  possible  to  prepare  a  Re- 
tun  of  all  persons  to  whom  any  Crown 
rights  to  sumon  fishings  or  foreshores 
ta  Scotland  hare  been  sold  or  leased, 
with  the  datee  of  grant  and  the  oon* 
sadenUion  paid,  whether  in  a  lump 
snin,  or  as  rent  to  the  Crown.  Such  a 
Ketnm  would  be  mainly  a  compilation 
from  Papers  presented  to  this  House  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  Commissioners 
of  Woods  and  Forests.  But  it  would 
aot  be  possible  to  estimate  the  present 
ralne  of  these  rights  to  the  grantees; 
and  it  would  be  neither  possible  nor  ex- 
pedient to  give  a  Return  of  such  pro- 
perty still  in  the  possession  of  the  Crown. 
As  to  the  last  point,  howerer,  I  beliere 
that  the  presumption  at  law  is  that  all 
forsshores  and  fisheries  of  the  kind  re- 
ferred to  belong  to  the  Crown,  unlossan 
adrerse  title  ean  be  proved.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  oommunicato  with  me.  I 
will  arrange  with  him  the  form  of  a 
Retain  which  can  be  given. 

lyUOn)  REVKKUE-ILLICIT  RT1LL8 
(8CH)TLAND). 

Dm.  CAMERON  asked  the  Secretoiy 
to  the  Trsasuiy,  Whether  he  has  any 
objection  to  lay  upon  the  Table  a  copy 
of  the  Correspondence  between  Mr. 
Winans  and  the  Commissioners  of  In- 
land RoTsnuo  relatire  to  action  of  cer* 
tain  ezdse  oficers  searching  for  illicit 
stUls  on  land  occupied  by  him  as  deer 
forest? 

Trb  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jacksok)  :  I 
think  it  would  be  contrary  to  nractico 
to  present  Correspondence  of  tnis  na* 
tnrs  to  Parliament  But  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  hare  no  objection^  and 
it  the  hon.  Member  will  communicate 
with  me  I  will  arrange  for  his  seeing  it. 


ARMT--THE  TESTING  OP  8IDK  AEUS 
^DEFECTIVE  BAYONETS. 

Ma.  HICKMAN  asked  the  Secretary 
of  8tato  for  War,  Whuther  it  is  true 
that  the  defeetire  bayonets  were  made 
in  Germany;  and,  if  not,  where  they 
made  and  of  what  steel  f 

TOL.  UUUXL    [noED  smns.] 


The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY, 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  8. 
NoBTHCOTS^ :  The  bayonets  which,  under 
the  new  and  more  serore  tost,  hare  been 
found  defective  fail  under  two  categories ; 
the  one  long  triangular  Martini-Henry 
bayonets,  and  the  other  sword- bayonets. 
Tlie  former  class  have  all  been  made  in 
England,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  at  the 
Entield  FactoTy.  They  were  manufac- 
tured of  crucible  steel  supplied  either  by 
Messrs.  Firth  and  Sons  or  by  Messrs. 
Saunderson,  both  being  Sheffield  firms. 
The  sword-bayonets  were  made  many 
years  ago,  partly  at  Enfield,  from  steel 
supplied  by  the  above-named  firms,  and 
partly  in  Germany.  It  is  not  known 
whence  the  stoel  came  from  which  the 
German  arms  were  made.  The  majo* 
rity  of  the  defective  sword*bayonets  are 
of  Gorman  make. 

Mr.  CARBUTT  said,  he  wished  to 
know  how  many  years  ago  these  bayo- 
nets were  made,  and  whether  the  name 
of  the  firm  and  the  dato  of  their  manu- 
facture were  stamped  upon  them  ? 

Mr.  H.  8.  NOKTHCOTE :  I  cannot 
answer  the  Question  without  Notice;  but 
a  full  Report  is  being  made  on  the  sub* 
ject  by  Colonel  Arbuthnot,  and  will 
shortly  be  presented  to  the  House. 

Captaik  FELLGWES  asked  whe- 
ther Cavalry  swords  would  be  submitted 
to  as  severe  a  test  as  the  bayonets  had 
been? 

Mr.  H.  8.  NORTHCOTE :  They  wUl  be 
submitted  to  a  severe  test ;  but  whether 
it  will  be  as  severe  as  the  bayonet  test  I 
will  leave  the  Surveyor  General  to 
answer. 

PARLIAMENTARY  OATH  (MB. 
BRADLAUOH). 

Mr.  RAIKES  asked  Mr.  GhaaoaUor 
of  the  Exehequer,  Whether,  having 
regard  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  the  ease  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral r.  Bradlaugh,  by  which  it  was  de* 
clared  that,  "  as  long  as  the  defendant 
remained  in  his  present  stoto  of  mind, 
he  would  be  incapable  of  taking  the 
oath  within  the  jneaning  of  the  Act," 
and  also  to  the  statement  made  by  him 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Speaker,  printed  in 
the  Vot<)s  of  this  House  of  the  13th 
January  1886,  that  he  was  *' advised 
that,  as  a  mattor  of  law,  a  stoto  of  facta 
once  established  is  presumed  to  exist 
until  the  contraxy  b  proved/'  Her  Ma- 
ljestv*s  Government    are   prepared   to 
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take  immediate  aotion  in  this  House 
to  prerent  the  honourable  Member  for 
Northampton  from  aitting  and  Toting 
in  this  House  until  he  has  established 
his  capability  of  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  or  until  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal  is  reversed  by  a  higher 
tribunal  ?  

Mh.  LABOTJOHEBE  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  If  he  could 
state  whether,  when  action  was  taken 
against  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton, the  (}oTemment  would  also 
consider  whether  they  should  not  also 
take  action  against  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Bristol  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach),  who  had  ren- 
dered himself  liable  to  a  fine  of  £500 
and  the  loss  of  his  seat  by  speaking  be- 
fore he  took  the  Oath  ?  

Thb  CHANCELLOB  of  ths  EXCHE- 
QTTEB :  I  am  bound  to  say,  in  reply  to 
the  latter  Question,  that  my  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  aotion  contemplated  would 
be  that  it  is  extremely  undesirable.  In 
regard  to  the  Question  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  now  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  has, 
Sir,  in  consequence  of  your  ruling, 
gone  through  the  form  of  taking  and 
subscribing  the  Oath,  the  validity  of 
that  form,  in  his  ease,  now  that  it 
has  been  gone  through,  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  question  for  the  Courts  of  Law ; 
and  I  understand  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  now  prosecuting  in  the  House  of 
Lords  his  appeal  from  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal.  Therefore,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  take  action  in  this 
House  upon  the  subject. 

RAILWAYS-FISH  TRAFFIO  RAT£8. 

Ms.  MACDONALD  CAMEBON 
aaked  the  President  of  the  Boaid  of 
Trade,  Whether  the  Ooremment  will 
consider  the  expediency  of  taking  such 
action  as  will  induce  the  soTersI  Bail- 
way  Companiee  in  the  United  Kingdom 
to  make  such  reduction  in  their  Fish 
Traffic  Bates  as  will  enable  the  fishing 
population  of  our  northern  coast  towns 
to  bring  their  produots  into  competition 
with  those  now  being  imported  from 
the  Continent  of  Europe  ? 

Tn  PBESIDENT  (Mr.  E.  8ta9- 
HOPi) :  Sir,  we  propose  shortly  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  dealing  with  the  rates  and 
oharges  of  Bailway  Companies ;  and 
in  the  preparataon  of  that  Bill  we  hare 


undoubtedly  taken  into  consideration 
the  point  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member.  :I  may  add  that  we  hare 
latel^r  receiTod  a  numerously  signed 
Petition  from  those  interested  in  the 
fish  trade  in  the  North  of  Scotland;  and 
I  have  sent  copies  of  it  to  the  Bailway 
Companies  concerned  asking  for  their 
observations  upon  it. 

LAND  REGISTRY  OFFICE  — THE 
REGISTRAR. 

Mb.  BTLANDS  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  the  Gt>Tem- 
ment  will  pos^ne  filling  up  the  Tacancy 
which  has  occurred  in  the  office  of  B<t- 
gistrar  of  the  Land  Begistry  Office,  until 
the  House  has  had  the  opportunity  of 
considering  the  constitution  of  the  I^nd 
Bogistry  Office  with  the  view  either  of 
abolishing  it  altogether  or  of  extending 
its  operations,  so  as  to  justify  the  ex- 
penditure connected  with  it  ? 

Mb.  EDMUND  BOBEBTSON  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  office,  of  Be- 
gistrar  at  the  Land  Begistry  Office  with 
a  salary  of  £2,fi00  per  annum,  has  be- 
come racant;  whether  the  business  of 
the  said  office  is  yexy  slight ;  and, 
whether  OoTomment  will  abstain  from 
filling  it  up  until  it  can  be  ascertained 
whether  said  office  can  be  abolished 
without  inconrenienee  to  public  inte- 
rests? 

Thx  CHANCELLOB  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB  :  The  duties  of  the  Office  of 
LandBegistrar  will  be  provided  for  with- 
out any  fresh  appointment.  My  noble 
and  learned  Friend  the  Lord  Chancellor 
has  introduced  a  Bill  in  * '  another  place ' ' 
to  enable  the  necessary  provisional  ar- 
rangements to  be  made;  and  we  hope 
that  this  House  will  assent  to  that  Bill 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 

SPAIN— THE  OOMHERaAL  NEUO- 
TIATI0N8. 

Mb.  PALMEB  asked  the  Under  8e- 
cretanr  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  this  Government  is  negotiating 
a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  the  Spanifth 
Government  so  as  to  place  the  imports 
from  this  Countiy  under  the  most  favoured 
nation  clause  f 

Thb  UNDEB  SECBBTABT  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Boubkb)  :  When  Sir 
Glare  Ford  prooeeded  to  Madrid  he  was 
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should  act  id  relief  of  the  compalaory 
retirement  to  which  eaptaioB  were  liable. 
With  this  view,  sppointments  were  ro- 
strioted  to  lieutenants  and  captains.  As 
quartermasters  can  serve  till  55  years  of 
age,  the  same  reason  for  opening  the 
department  to  them  does  not  exist. 

GREECE-COLLECTIVE  NOTE  OF  THE 
EUROPEAN  POWERS. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  asked  the 
Under  SiK^retavy  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  it  is  true  that  the  British 
Minister  at  Athens  has  been  instructed 
by  Lord  Salisbury  to  inform  M.Delyannis 
that  the  British  Oovemment  was  pre- 
pared to  send  a  fleet  into  Greek  waters, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  aa 
attack  upon  Turkey  by  sea  ? 

Mb.  BEATON:  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  that  Question, 
I  wish  to  ask  him  the  following  on  the 
same.*  subject  —  namely,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  caUed  to  the  follow* 
ing  statement  made  to-day  by  the  Corre- 
spondent of  Tk9  Timet  :^» 

**Lord  fialiabory't  tennblo  lotion  is  most 
opportuns  for  tho  peace  of  Europe,  sod  kindlr 
to  Greece  henelf.  Telegnau  bsTe  come  ia  sU 
tho  Afternoon  and  ereninf;  teetifying  to  the  joy 
which  all  parts  of  this  Empire  feel  at  being 
rvlierod  from  the  horrible  nightmare  of  a 
European  war  T* 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  only  reading  extracts  from  a 
newspaper.  The  reading  of  such  ex- 
tracts IS  not  asking  a  Question  of  a 
Minister. 

TuK  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bourkx)  :  In  reply  to  the 
Question  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  I  have  to  state  that  no  such 
instruction  was  sent. 

Ma.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  wish  to 
ask  another  Question  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  of  whioh  I  have  not 
given  Notico ;  but  I  think  he  will  find  that 
it  is  included  in  the  terms  of  the  Notice 
I  hare  already  given.  I  wish  to  ask 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  six  Powers, 
at  the  instance  of  Tier  Majesty's  Qo- 
Temment,  presented  a  Collective  Note 
intimating  that  a  naval  attack  by  Greece 
on  Turkc^y  wuuld  not  be  permitted;  and 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  previous  to  the 
preM-ntation  of  this  Collective  Note, 
llfr  Majo»ty*s  Minister  at  Athens  had  an 
inton'iew  with  M.  Delyannis,  and  in- 
formed him  that  in  case  this  threat  were 
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ssq»— tod  to  giye  early  attention  to  the  | 
•objeel  of  the  nnsatisfaotory  poaition  of 
tha  oommereial  relations  between  this 
coontry  and  Spain.  Preliminary  eom- 
wnnications  have  taken  place  between 
kim  and  the  Spanish  Ministers ;  but  the 
»ev  Spanish  Ministry  does  not  appear 
to  be  ready  as  yet  to  enter  upon  com- 
OMivial  negotiations.  The  hon.  Member 
aiay  be  asinired  that  this  question  will 
ooBtiaoe  to  receive  the  best  attention 
both  of  the  Foreign  Office  and  of  Her 
Majesty's  Legation  at  Madrid. 

Ma.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  desired  to 
know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
Her  Majesty's  Goremment  to  include 
ia  these  negotiations  the  commercial  re- 
lations between  this  country  and  the 
Spamsh  Colonies  ? 

Mb.  BOURKE  :  Tes,  Sir. 

THE  HAURITira^MR.  COCKBURN 
STEWART. 

Mm.  HEATON  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  Is  Mr.  Cookbum 
Stewart*  late  Colonial  Secretary  of  Man- 
ritins,  still  in  the  serrioe  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Oovemment ;  and,  has  this 
gentleman  aatisfaotorily  replied  to  the 
chargee  alleged  against  him  at  Mau* 
ritios? 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Colo- 
net  Stavlst  :  Mr.  Cookbum  Stewart, 
Assistant  Colonial  Seeretary  of  Mauri- 
tioa,  still  holds  that  office.  He  is  now 
on  leave,  bat  ia  about  to  return  to  Man- 
ritioa,  where  an  inqoirr  will  be  held  as 
to  the  charges  whioh  have  been  made 
against  him. 

ABMY— QUARTERMASTERS. 

Dm.  CLARK  aaked  the  Secretary  of 
Stato  for  War.  If  Quartermasters  are  at 
Msent  ineligible,  by  War  Office  Regu- 
lationa,  for  employment  in  the  Pay, 
Ordnanoe,  Commissariat,  and  Prison  De- 
partments ;  and,  if  so.  on  what  grounds 
those  oOeersare  debarr«Kl  from  appotnt- 
menta  in  these  Departments  ? 

Tnn  FINANOIAL  yKCHETARY, 
WAIt  DEPARTMENT  Mr.  H.  8. 
Noamn ?rr.) :  Th<*re  is  no  rule  absolutely 
ptohibiting  such  appointments :  b  u  t ,  prac- 
tically, quartermasters  are  ineligible  for 
appointment  in  all  the  dopartra**ntis  1m>- 
caase«  as  a  rule,  they  are  t>o  old  to  be 
SMointed  to  the  junior  grad<Mi.  When 
the  Aimy  Pav  Department  was  formed, 
'A   waa   dalibenitoly  intended   that   iti 
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disregarded  the  British  Fleet  would  be 
sent  into  Ghreek  waters  ? 

Mr.  BOTTBKE  :  I  think,  Sir,  that  in 
the  first  place,  with  respeot  to  the  first 
part  of  the  Question  of  the  right  hon. 
Uentleman,  my  reply  yesterday  was  a 
sufficient  answer.  As  to  the  last  Ques- 
tion, it  is  quite  a  different  one.  I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see 
that  a  Question  of  such  great  importance 
cannoty  consistently  with  my  duty,  be 
answered  without  Notice. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  beg  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  the  Question  on  the  Paper, 
Whether  the  British  Minister  at  Athens 
has  been  instructed  by  Lord  Salisbury 
to  inform  M.  Delyannis  that  the  Britisn 
GoTomment  is  prepared  to  send  a  fleet 
into  Ghreek  waters ;  and  I  now  ask  whether, 
at  the  interview  which  was  held  between 
M.  Delyannis  and  the  British  Minister, 
this  intimation  was  given  ? 

Mb.  BOURKE:  Exactly;  I  quite 
understand  the  Question.  I  have  an- 
swered the  Question  which  is  on  the 
Paper,  which  is  quite  different  firom  the 
one  which  is  now  put  to  me.  I  have 
said  no  such  instruction  as  is  referred  to 
in  the  Question  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  sent  to  our  Minister  at 
Athens.  That  was  the  Question  on  the 
Paper,  and  that  is  my  answer.  But,  I 
must  repeat,  it  would  not  be  consistent 
with  my  duty  to  answer  the  Question 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  puts  to 
me  now  without  Notice. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  beg  to 
give  Notice  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  I  will  put  another  Question  to  him, 
and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  his  answers 
hitherto,  I  will,  on  the  Report  stage  of 
the  Address,  if  we  ever  get  to  it,  call 
attention  to  this  subject 

IRELAND  (ETICTIONS) -THE  RETUBX& 
Mb.  DILLON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  When  the  Irish  Evio* 
tion  Returns  for  quarters  ending  Sep- 
tember and  December  1885  fnll  be 
published  ;  and,  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  a  Betum  of  the  number 
of  Civil  Bill  processes  and  ejectments 
served,  and  judgments  marked,  in  the 
four  quarters  of  1885  respectively  ? 

Mb.  BBODRICK  :  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  that  Question  I 
would  like  to  ask  whether,  at  the  same 
time,  a  Betum  would  be  furnished  of 

Mr.  /.  CAMmiirkin 


the  cases  of  crime  and  outrage  which 
have  oocurred  in  Ireland  ? 

Thb  ATTOBNBT  general  vok 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  The  Return 
referred  to  m  the  first  portion  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  Question  was,  I  bo- 
lieve,  presented  on  the  2 1st  instant,  and 
will  soon  be  ready.  As  regards  the 
second  part  of  the  Question,  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  Government  has  any 
means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of 

g recesses  and  ejectments  which  have 
een  served;  but  if  the  hon.  Member 
desires  a  Betum  of  those  entered  in  the 
books  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  he  can 
obtain  it  if  he  moves  for  it  in  the  ordi- 
nary course. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  whether 
the  number  of  processes  served  could 
not  be  ascertained  from  the  Civil  Bill 
officers  ? 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  will  make  inquiries 
on  the  subject. 

COUNTY  GOVERNMENT  *^  UEPRESEN- 
TATIVE  COUNCILS. 

Mb.  SAUNDERS  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  When  the  Go* 
vemment  intend  to  introduce  the  mea* 
sure  for  establishing  Representative 
Councils  for  County  Government  in 
Gh'eat  Britain  ? 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  am  unable  at  present  to  name 
a  day  for  the  introduction  of  the  mea- 
sure. 

GIBRALTAR— ZEDEHR  PA8HA— THE 
ORDINANCE. 

Mb.  DILLON  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  Under  what 
authority,  and  by  what  Law,  Zebehr 
Pasha  is  detained  a  prisoner  in  Gibral- 
tar; and,  how  it  is  proposed  to  hold 
him  prisoner  f 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Colo- 
nel 6TABI.KY) :  Zebehr  Pasha  is  detained 
in  custody  at  Gibraltar  under  the  autho- 
rity of  an  Ordinance  of  the  Legislature 
of  Gibraltar,  a  copy  of  which  is  given 
in  Parliamentaiy  Paper  166  of  April, 
1885.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say 
how  long  he  will  be  detained. 

CRDONAL  LAW-ASSAULTS  UPON 
CHILDREN. 

Mb.  OONTBEARE  asked  the  Beeie- 
taiy  of  State  for  the  Homo  Department^ 
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WhMlMT  hiB  attention  has  been  drawn  \ 
to  the  caee  tried  by  Mr.  Mansdeld,  at 
tbe  llarlborough  8treet  PoHoe  Court, 
of  a  man  who  Quarrelled  with  hie  mis- 
tme*s  ^x^  months  old  babj  and  brutally 
beat  it  on  the  arm,  who  excused  himself 
on  the  ground  that  he  did  it  in  a  fit  of 
temper,  and  was  ordered  to  find  security 
in  the  sum  of  five  pounds  to  be  of  good 
b^hariuar  fur  the  next  three  months; 
and,  whi'ther  he  will  take  any  and  what 
•teps  in  order  to  protect  innocent  infants 
fur  the  fature  ? 

TuE  8ECKETARY  or  STATE  (Sir 
I^  AnsBKTOK  Ceos8),  in  reply,  said,  he 
had  learnt,  with  re|pu^  to  the  case  re« 
ferred  to,  that  no  s<»nsiblo  injury  was 
inflicted  on  the  child.  Although  the 
S«cretafy  of  State  had  power  to  adrise 
the  SuTereign  to  n^mit  a  sentence,  ho 
had  no  power  to  interfere  in  order  to 
make  the  punishment  heavier. 

GEKEBAL  GORDON^A  PUBLIC  MONU- 
MENT. 

O.L..5EL  BROOKFIELD  (for  Sir 
BoBxnr  FowLxn^  askod  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works,  Whether  he  has 
taken  any  steps,  pursuant  to  the  Vote 
obtained  last  Session,  for  the  erection 
of  a  pablic  statue  to  the  late  General 
<jordon? 

Tub  first  COMMISSIONEK  (Mr. 
Plcxxtt^  :  Ilaring  carefully  considered 
ths  sQbj«>ct,  I  decided  to  ask  Mr.  Hamo 
Thom^ycroft,  A.R.A.,  to  undertake  the  < 
t-xecutiun  of  the  fttatue  of  the  late  Godo- 
rml  <  rordon  which  was  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment last  summer;  and  I  am  glad  to 
bo  able  to  inform  the  House  that  he  has 
already  made  considerable  progress  with 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  beauti- 
ful design  for  the  purpose. 

VAVT  BBTIM4TES--8HIPBUILDIXO 

VOTES. 

Iht.  TAMKnON  asked  the  Stw  tsry  ^ 
to  ths  Admiralty.  Whether  thore  is  any  . 
f'mndation  for  the  report  published  in 
ru  />tf«/y  3W«  of  the  19th  instant  to 
the  effect^ 


**Tb*l4lswv«rrKMJaitb«c«nMaosttli4iA4- ' 
n.xnXXj  cf  a  drftrimcT  «fnountxoir  to  iiuu.OUC 
la  oAarctaon  with  th«  ShipbaildingVoiM  ;  **       ■ 

sad,  il  so,  whether  it  is  true,  as  stated,  ' 
that  il  has  hitharto  been  the  praetioe  of  i 
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the  work  done  by  contract  esch  year  so 
as  to  ensure  a  balance  on  the  (Contract 
Vote  to  make  good  any  deficiency  that 
may  arise  in  the  Dockyard  Vote  ? 

The  secretary  vMr.  Ritchie)  : 
The  statement  that 

"  A  discoTcrf  hof  jatt  been  made  at  th«  Ad- 
miralty of  a  dcficii^ncT  amoantinir  to  £200,000 
io  connection  with  tho  Shipbuilding  Voto  " 

is  somewhat  misleading.  The  facta  are 
that  the  progpress  which  has  been  made 
with  the  ships  building  by  contract  has 
boen  in  advaoco  of  the  Estimates  made 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  Thin, 
I  think,  tho  House  will  consider  a  mat- 
ter not  of  regret,  but  of  congfratulation. 
Tho  result  is  that  payments  will  have  to 
be  made  this  year  to  contractors  of  about 
£200,000  in  excess  of  tho  amount  taken 
for  that  purpose  in  the  Estimates  tor  the 
year.  Witn  reference  to  the  seoond 
Question,  I  may  say  that,  for  some 
years  past,  the  whole  amounts  inserted 
in  the  Estimates  for  contract  work  have 
not  been  so  expended ;  but  considerable 
sums  have  been  used  for  the  purchase 
of  stores,  and  for  Dockyard  wages.  In 
18B0-1  the  saving  on  Contract  Votes 
was  £78,917  ;  in  1881*2  it  was  £50,030 ; 
in  1882-3  it  was  £76,204;  in  1883-4  it 
was  £157,899;  and  in  1884-5  it  was 
£47,791.  Of  these  savings,  roughly 
speaking,  during  the  past  five  years 
£300,000  has  been  appropriated  to 
Dockyard  wages  and  purchase  of  storea. 

WAR    OFFICE— THE    POWDER    MAQA- 
ZIKE  AT  BERMUDA. 

Sia  EDMUND  COMMEBELL  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary  at  War,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  great  danger  to  the  dookyard  at 
Bermuda  from  the  dose  proximity  of  the 
powder  magasine,  and  its  faulty  con* 
struction  and  condition,  which  have  been 
repeatedly  represented  by  the  Military 
and  Navid  Commanders  in  Chief,  notably 
by  the  late  Director  of  Fortifiications ; 
and,  what  steps  are  in  contemplation  to 
remedy  such  a  serions  danger  to  life  and 
(fovemment  property? 

The  financial  SEPRETABY, 
WAH  DEl'ARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  8. 
NoRruix>TB} :  8teps  are  in  coarse  of 
being  taken  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  maganne,  which  shall  supersede 
the  magazine  referred  to  in  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Officer's  Uueation. 
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secure  a  seat.  I  will  only  remind  the 
House  that  the  whole  question  is  one 
of  mutual  arrangement  and  courtesj 
between  Member  and  Member ;  and  al- 
though I  do  not  wish  to  anticipate  it 
for  a  moment,  should  anj  inconvenience 
be  felt  it  would  be  my  duty  to  rerert  to 
the  Standing  Order  on  the  subject, 
which  I  will  read  to  the  House— 

"  No  Member's  name  may  be  affixed  to  any 
seat  in  the  Hoose  before  the  hour  of  Prayers; 
and  that  the  Speaker  is  to  give  directioni  to 
the  doorkeeper  aocordingly/* 

POOR  ULW  (IHELAND)— RELIEF  OF 
DISTRESS   IN   THE  ARRAN    ISLANDS. 

Mk.  CLANCY :  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  Ques- 
tion which  I  do  not  think  will  require 
any  Notice.  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  Whether  the  promised  Bill 
for  the  protection  of  life  and  property 
in  Ireland  will  contain  any  provisions 
for  the  saving  of  the  lives  of  the  hun- 
dred families  now  threatened  with  star- 
vation in  the  Islands  of  Arran  ? 

Thb  chancellor  opthe  EXCHE- 
QUER :  At  present  I  can  give  no  in- 
formation as  to  the  dotaus  of  the 
Bill. 

POOR   LAW    (IRELAND)  —  ABBEYLEIX 

UNION— RELIEF  OF  THE 

LABOURERS. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Might 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
"Whether  the  Government  is  aware  that 
the  labourers  in  the  Union  of  Abbeyleix 
are  at  present  threatened  with  death 
from  starvation  ;  whether  the  Abbeyleix 
Board  of  Guardians  have  telegraphed  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  per- 
mission to  extend  outdoor  relief  to  these 
labourers,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  refused  to  sanction  the  issue 
of  outdoor  relief;  and,  whether  the  Irish 
Government  will  communicate  with  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  the  difficulty  ? 

Til  E  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  cannot  answer  this  Question 
without  Notice.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  put  the  Question  to  the  Re- 
presentative of  the  Department  abont 
which  the  information  IS  requirsd.  [CV*m 
of  *•  Where  is  Smith  f  "]  The  Attomsy 
attend  Prayers  himself  before  he  can   General  for  Lreland,  in  the  abssnos  m 


BOTAL   COMMISSION   ON   MERCHANT 

SHIPPING. 

Mb.  BADEN-POWELL  asked  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  If  he 
can  give  the  House  any  information  as 
to  wnat  has  become  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Merchant  Shipping  ? 

THEPRESIDENT^Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  : 
The  natural  curiosity  of  my  hon.  Friend 
has  been  largely  shared  by  others  among 
us.  He  is,  no  doubt,  aware  that  the  Go- 
vernment has  no  control  over  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Merchant  Shipping ;  but.  from  inquiries 
which  I  have  made,  I  learn  that  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Commission  is  likely 
to  take  place  on  Friday  next. 

ineiiniy.BS'  PLACES— PROTECTION 
OF  SEATS. 

Mb.  MITCHELL  HENRY:  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  wish,  Sir,  to  address  a  Ques- 
tion to  you,  which,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  Parliament,  I  addressed 
to  your  Predecessor.  It  is  with  refer- 
ence to  the  mode  of  securing  seats  in 
this  House.  I  think  it  is  understood 
that  the  only  mode  in  which  a  Member 
can  secure  a  particular  seat  for  the  night 
is  by  placing  his  hat  upon  it  and  attend- 
ing Prayers,  and  afterwards  depositing 
a  card  in  the  place  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose on  the  back  of  the  bench.  I  wish 
to  ask  yon,  Sir,  whether  it  is  permissible 
for  hon.  Members  to  come  down  to  the 
House,  and  to  place  hats,  which  are  not 
their  own  working  hats,  but  duplicate 
hats — ^very  often  wideawakes — upon  the 
seat,  and  then  to  leave  the  House  and 
go  about  their  ordinary  business,  and 
Uins  claim  the  right  of  retaining  the 
seat  during  the  evening  ? 

Ma.  SPEAKER:  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Glas- 
gow (Mr.  Mitchell  Henry},  I  have  to 
say  that  the  conditions  of  securing  a 
seat,  so  far  as  the  hsts  are  concerned, 
are  these: — In  the  Bret  plaoe,  that  the 
hat  should,  undoubtedly,  be  the  bond 
Jide  ordinary  hat  in  daily  use  by  the 
hon.  Member.  The  second  condition, 
which  is  almost  implied  in  the  first,  is 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  owns  the 
hat  must  be  within  the  precincts  of  the 
House,  either  in  the  Committee  Booms 
ujpstairs,  or  elsewhere  in  the  House, 
xhs  thiiA  condition  is  that  he  must 
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mj  right  hon.  Friend,  I  haTe  no  donbt 
voold  be  propwed  to  answer  the  Ques* 
tion. 

PARUAMZKT-ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Me.  WOODALL  said,  he  wished  to 
rat  a  Qoeetion  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Kscho^juer  in  regard  to  the  order  of 
Business  to-morrow.  The  ParliamentaTy 
Franchise  (Est«n»iou  to  Women)  Bill 
was  down  for  setMind  reading  on  that 
day.  It  was  admitted  to  be  a  question 
of  gn«t  importance ;  and  seeing  that  it 
was  largely  supported  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  and  that  the  Ijeader  of  the 
Opposition,  as  well  as  the  Chancellor  of 
tbi«  Exchequer,  had  expressed  n  desire 
for  an  early  decision  ui)on  it,  might  he 
ask  that  WednoAday,  at  any  rate,  might 
>>«  left  sacred  to  private  Members,  who 
had  so  few  opportunities  of  making 
pn>groM  with  h*^! elation  ? 

Tiii.<^IIANCELLOU  ofthxEXCHE- 
QrER,  in  reply,  said,  the  question  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  referred  was 
one  of  undmibted  importance,  althongh, 
perhapa,  he  did  not  concur  in  the  hon. 
tientleman's  riews  upon  it.  If  the  Bill 
did  not  come  on  to-morrow,  he  did  not 
see  how  the  question  was  likely  to  be 
fairiy  disrussea  during  the  preM>nt  Ses- 
sion, lender  these  circumstances,  he 
would  not  press  the  prosecution  of  the 
debate  on  the  Address  to-morrow. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEI^E  asked,  whether 
he  was  to  understand  that  they  were 
going  on  with  the  debate  on  tho  Address 
to-morrow,  or  whether  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Woodall)  was  to 
be  put  down  as  the  first  Order ;  and,  if 
ao,  whether  or  not  it  would  be  necessary 
that  evening  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  npon  the  Address  until 
after  that  Bill  ? 

Thi  chancellor  or  nra  EXCITE- 
QUEB  said,  that,  according  to  the  Orders 
of  the  HouM^,  Private  Business  on  Tues* 
days  and  Winlnesdays  took  precedence 
of  any  debate  on  the  Address;  and, 
therefore,  he  had  given  Notice  of  the 
Motion  which  he  waa  about  to  move, 
that  the  Order  for  resuming  the  ad- 
journed debate  on  the  Address  should 
oaTe  prseedence  orer  Notices  of  Motion 
on  that  day.  He  did  not  intend  to  make 
a  similar  Motion  to-morrow. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  wished, 
Cor  the  eonrenience  of  the  House,  to 
aak  what  wotild  be  the  Motion  made  on 
the  pot  of  Her  Majealj'e  QoTenunast 


with  reference  to  the  course  of  Business 
at  the  close  of  the  debate  that  evening  ? 
He  believed  it  had  been  expected  by 
many,  at  any  rate,  that  the  debate  on 
the  Address  would  proceed  to-morrow. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  intend  to  proceed  to-morrow 
with  that  debate ;  but  that  the  second 
reading  of  a  Bill  of  great  interest  waa 
to  be  allowed  by  the  Government  to 
take  its  place;  and  the  debate  on  that 
second  reading,  he  presumed,  in  its 
natural  course,  would  occupy  Wednes* 
day.  Therefore,  was  he  to  understand 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
would  move  that  night  that  the  debate 
on  tho  Address  should  be  adjourned 
until  Thursday  ?  Or  what  Motion  would 
he  propose  to  make  ? 

TiiK  CHANCELLOR  of  toe  EXCHE- 
QUER  said,  that  he  should  make  no 
Motion  with  regard  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  on  the  Address.  Any 
hon.  Member  who  thought  fit  to  do  so 
would,  at  the  proper  time,  be  entitled  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  that  debate. 
It  would  then  stand  over  till  Thursday, 
and  on  Thursday  he  would  make  the 
Motion  of  which  he  had  given  Notice. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  apprehend  the 
day  should  be  named  on  which  the  ad- 
journed debate  is  to  be  resumed.  

Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  speak  with  all  deference  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  far  greater 
experience  ;  but  I  should  apprehend 
that  in  the  ordinary  conrae  of  Businesa 
the  debate  on  the  Address  would  be 
adjourned  till  the  next  Government 
night,  which  is  Thursday. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CO  WEN:  Would  it 
not,  Mr.  Speaker,  be  competent  for  any 
private  Member  to  move  that  the  de- 
bate on  the  Address  be  prooeeded  with 
to-morrow  instead  of  a  Bill  introduced 
by  a  private  Member? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  If  I  may  be 
permitted,  I  should  like  to  ask  you,  Sir, 
if  to-night,  at  the  proper  time,  a  Mo- 
tion is  made  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  and  if  no  other  Motion  be  made, 
what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  debate 
relating  to  the  Answer  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  It  would  be  necea- 
aary  to  name  a  day  to  which  tho  debate 
would  be  adjourned,  and  that  course 
oould  be  taken  day  by  day. 

Mb.  PARNELL  :  I  b^  to  ask,  Sir, 
whether,  in  the  event  of  the  debate  on  the 
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Addrees  being  adjourned  till  Thursday 
bj  the  House  to-night,  it  would  not  ne- 
cessarily stand  as  the  first  Order  of  the 
Day  for  Thursday ;  or  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  have  the  power  of 
its  own  accord — as  Thursday  will  bo  a 
Government  night — of  putting  some 
other  Business  before  it  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKEE:  A  Motion  would 
have  to  be  made  that  the  Order  of  the 
Day  should  be  postponed  in  order  to 
make  way  for  any  other  Motion. 

DOUBLE  RETURN, 

0 

EASTERN  DIVISION  OP  DONEGAL  AND 

OSSORY  DIVISION  OP  QUEEN'S 

COUNTY. 

Mr.  Aktiixtb  O'Connor,  returned  for 
the  Eastern  Division  of  Donegal,  and 
for  the  Ossory  Division  of  Queen's 
County,  stated  that  he  elected  to  sit  for 
East  Donegal. 

MOTION. 


PARLIAMENT-BUSINESS  OF  THE 

HOUSE. 

ThbCHANCELLOR  of  ths  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  MicuABL  Hicxs-Bbacb)  :  I 
beg,  Sir,  to  propose  the  Motion  of 
whioh  I  have  gtven  Notice^ 

"  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  reeamiofi^ 
the  Adjoamed  Debate  on  the  Addrets,  in  An- 
■ver  to  Her  Majeety'e  lioet  Gracious  Speech, 
have  precedence,  this  day,  orer  the  Notices  of 
Motions.*' 

In  doing  so  I  should  wish  to  explain 
in  a  very  few  words  the  position  which 
I  thought  it  proper  to  take  up  with 
reference  to  to-morrow.  I  had  under- 
atood  that  there  was  a  very  strong 
feeling  on  both  sides  of  the  House  in 
favour  of  an  early  discussion,  and,  if 
possible,  a  decision  on  the  important 
question  dealt  with  by  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Woodall). 
Well,  Sir,  for  that  reason,  when  the 
hon.  Member  appealed  to  me  not  to 
propose  the  resumption  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address  to-morrow,  in  order  that  | 
his  Bill  might  be  discussed,  and  bear-  I 
ing  in  mind  my  own  intention  to  pro- 
pose the  Dostponemont  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address  on  Thursday,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  request  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  one  to  which  I  might  properly 
accede.    We  have  no  wish  whatever  to 
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accede  to  that  request  unless  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  House  that  we  should  do 
so.  But  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the  House 
that  the  hon.  Member's  Bill  shall  be 
postponed  to  an  indefinite  day,  and  that 
the  debate  on  the  Address  should  oc- 
cupy to-morrow,  without,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  a  chance  of  arriving  at  a  conclusion, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  agree 
to  that. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'*  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  resuming 
tho  Adjourned  Dehate  on  the  Address,  in  An- 
swer to  Her  Majesty's  Most  Gracious  Speech, 
have  precedence,  this  day,  over  the  Notices  of 
Motions."— (ifr.  CkaneeUor  of  tlu  Exch^qutr.) 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Then,  Sir,  do  I 
understand  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman understands  it  to  be  the  desire 
of  the  House — and  certainly,  so  far  as  I 
am  able  to  gather  it,  I  think  it  is  the 
general  desire  of  the  House — that  this 
Private  Bill,  however  important,  ^ould 
not  interfere  with  the  debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress, and  if  this  Motion  is  agreed  to  to- 
night, in  that  case  the  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  will  likewise  consent  to  give 
Notice  of  a  similar  Motion  to-morrow  ? 

TheCHANCELLOB  of  thx  EXCHE- 
QUER: I  will  make  inquiries  in  the 
course  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  DILLON  said,  that  before  thia 
Motion  was  put  he  would  like  to  make  a 
few  observations  upon  what  seemed  to 
him  tho  extraordinary  course  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  Government.  He 
thought  that  this  Motion  should  not  be 
allowed  to  pass  by  the  Members  of  that 
House,  more  especially  by  the  Members 
who  represented  the  Irish  people,  with- 
out taking  the  present  opportunity,  the 
only  one  they  would  have,  of  entering 
their  proteet  against  the  extraordinary 
course  which  was  being  adopted  by  the 
Government.  The  Government  did  not 
state  their  intention  when  they  were 
laying  the  Most  Gracious  Speech  of  Her 
Majesty  before  the  House,  although 
they  had  had  ample  opportunities  pre- 
viously of  finding  out  all  that  tney 
desired  as  regarded  Ireland.  If  they 
had  not  then  arrived  at  tho  conclusion 
that  the  affairs  of  Ireland  had  reached 
that  condition  that  immediate  action 
on  their  part  was  required,  he  would 
ask  hon.  Members  what  could  have  oc- 
curred within  the  past  three  or  four 
days  which  had  inauced  the  Govern* 
meat  to  perfoxm  thia   extxaordinaij 
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MOMrtaitll  ?  TheT  were  told  that  if  on 
the  receipt  of  imormetion  which  they 
vere  led  to  suppoee  WM  awaited  from 
Ireland— -» 

Me.  SPPIAKER  :  Order,  order !  I 
miut  point  out  to  the  hon.  Momber  that 
he  would  not  be  in  Order  in  discussing 
the  Irish  Question  on  the  Motion  for  the 
postponing  for  this  daj  of  the  Notices 
of  Motion. 

Mb.  DILLON  said,  he  would  not, 
then,  oontinoe  that  lino  of  argument; 
but  he  had  supposed  that  there  was 
some  connection  oetween  the  two  mat- 
ters. Of  course,  he  bowed  to  the  decision 
«f  the  Speaker,  and  he  would  confine 
himself  to  the  obsenrations  ho  had  to 
offer  ttpon  the  question  whether  the 
Orders  of  the  Day  should  be  postponed 
for  the  purpose  of  making  way  for  the 
debate  on  the  Address.  The  point  to 
which  he  wished  to  address  himself  was 
this — that  Tuesday  also  was  a  private 
Mi«mber*s  night.  Either  the  subjects 
raised  in  the  Queen's  Speech  from  the 
Throse  were  of  such  importance  as  to 
justify  the  House  in  postponing  the 
Business  of  private  Members,  so  as  to 
enable  the  consideration  of  the  Speech 
to  be  prooeeded  with  from  day  to  day, 
or  else  they  were  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portanoe.  The  House  had  been  led  to 
lielieTe^  until  that  eveninff,  that  the 
Speech  would  be  proceeded  with  from 
day  to  day;  and  what  he  wanted  to 
know  was  this — what  reason  had  the 
right  hon.  Guatleman  the  Chancellor  of 
tht«  Exchequer  given  to  induce  the 
House  to  consent  to  the  postponement 
of  the  Orders  of  the  Day  that  evening, 
which  would  nut  apply  Miually  well  on  to- 
morrow, and  equally  well  on  Thursday  ? 
He  thought  the  House  were  entitled, 
l>«fore  they  agreed  to  the  Motion,  to 
aak  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
itate  the  reasons  why  thoy  should  agree 
Xf>  it.  One  new  fact  had  ciTtainly  cumo 
under  the  notice  of  the  Hooso,  and  it 
was  that  the  Government  did  not  con- 
sider the  (luestions  rais4*<l  in  the  Uue(»n*8 
8p«  ««h  to  be  of  Bufiioient  importance  to 
justify  the  House  in  proofing  with 
the  dj«russion  of  thorn  from  day  to  day, 
until  they  could  arrive  at  a  conclusion  ; 
upott  them.  He  should  like  to  have 
some  little  information  as  to  the  Forms  , 
of  the  House.  He  was  not  much  versed 
with  them,  having  been  for  a  long  time 
abeanl  liom  the  ^uae,  and  having  been  ' 
freqneotly  iatemptedt  when  he  was  a  I 


Member,  when  he  attempted  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  House. 
The  arsniment  he  had  been  endeavour- 
ing to  bring  out  when  he  was  oaUed  to 
Oraer  by  the  Speaker  was  this— that 
the  statement,  now  for  the  first  time 
placed  before  the  House,  that  the  de- 
Date  was  to  be  interrupted,  and  for  idl 
thoy  knew  interrupted  for  a  week,  a 
fortnight,  or  it  was  exceedingly  likely 
to  be  even  longer,  if  the  Bill  announced 
to  be  brought  forward  on  Thursday  was 
persisted  with,  was  of  so  startling  a 
nature  that  the  debate,  if  postponed  at 
all,  would  have  to  be  postponed  for  a 
very  long  time.  Indeed,  if  the  debate 
the  Oovemment  proposed  to  continue 
that  evening  were  of  so  little  importance, 
ho  failed  to  see  why  it  should  be  allowed 
to  interfere  at  all  with  the  pririleges  of 
private  Members,  whose  opportunitiea 
were  certainly  not  vray  enormous. 

Tub  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  "RAsmohpn  Chttbcqill): 
I  think,  Sir,  I  can  answer  the  Questions 
of  the  hon.  Member  in  a  manner  which 
will  satisfy  him.  The  course  which  the 
Government  propose  to  adopt  to-night 
is,  I  imagine,  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  course  adopted  on  all  former  occa- 
sions when  the  debate  on  the  Address 
has  not  been  concluded  within  the  first 
week  in  which  the  House  met.  In  re- 
cent years  the  debate  has  been  generally 
of  a  prolonged  nature;  and  Uie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone) 
will,  I  think,  bear  mo  out  when  I  say 
that  on  several  occasions,  when  the  de- 
bate on  the  Address  was  not  concluded 
before  the  first  private  Members'  nighty 
a  Motion  of  this  kind  was  always  made 
in  order  to  enable  the  House  to  deal 
with  the  debate  on  the  Address  before 
proceeding  to  other  Business.  There- 
fore, there  is  nothing  extraordinary  in 
the  course  which  the  Government  have 
adopted.  Al'io  the  hon.  Member  will 
I>erceivo,  if  he  looks  at  th<»  Notice  Paper, 
that  there  is  no  Motion  of  any  private 
Momber  of  any  very  great  importance — 
certainly  no  Motion  of  any  importance 
compared  with  the  Motion  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse 
(\)llings)  is  going  to  submit  to  the 
House.  The  House  will  perceive  that 
there  is  additional  reason  why  the  Go* 
vemment  should  make  the  Motion  they 
have  made  to-night.  There  is  no  rsaeon 
I  know  of  to  oome  to  the  oonoluaio&  that 
the  debate  on  the  Addrses  may  not  em* 
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dude  before  Thursday ;  and  on  Thurs- 
day my  right  hon.  Friend  has  stated  that 
ho  inll  make  a  Motion,  if  the  debate  on 
the  Address  is  not  concluded,  to  bring 
another  subject  before  the  notice  of  the 
House — a  subject  which  he  considers  of 
the  highest  and  most  important  oharac- 
tor ;  a  subject  to  which  further  debate 
on  the  Address  must  necessarily  give 
way.  Those  are  the  reasons  which  the 
Government  have  for  making  this  Mo- 
tion ;  and  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  and  others  will  be  in- 
clined to  agree  that  there  is  nothing 
extraordinary  or  abnormal  in  the  Mo- 
tion, and  nothing  at  variance  with  the 
regular  and  established  practice  of  Par- 
liament. 

Mb.  PAENELL:  I  apprehend,  Sir. 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Government,  in 
making  the  Motion  now  under  discus- 
sion, is  not  found  fault  with,  except  on 
the  ground  of  the  incompleteness  of  the 
Motion  itself.  It  appears  to  me  that  it 
would  be  well  for  the  House  to  decide, 
on  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
whether  the  debate  on  the  Address 
should  be  interrupted  in  the  extraordi- 
nary and  unprecedented  way  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  From 
the  hasty  examination  I  have  been  able 
to  make,  it  certainly  seems  to  me  that 
the  debate  on  the  Address  has  scarcely 
ever,  if  ever,  been  interrupted  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  suggests  that  it 
should  be  interrupted  on  this  occasion. 

Mb.  SriLlKER :  I  must  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  Question  is 
not  one  of  the  interruption  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address,  but  the  continuation  of 
the  debate  on  the  Address.  It  is  the 
ordinary  Motion  which  is  made  when  it 
is  considered  desirable  to  postpone  the 
Motion  standing  in  the  names  of  private 
Members,  so  as  to  allow  the  debate  on 
the  Address  to  be  procoodod  with. 

Mb.  PAl^NELL :  With  the  view  of 
putting  myself  in  Order,  I  shall  move  an 
Amenament  to  the  Motion.  I  propose 
to  leave  out  all  the  words  in  the  Motion 
after  the  word  *•  precedence/'  in  order 
to  insert — 

'^  On  all  days  on  which  it  is  Mt  down  orer 
Noiio€S  of  Motions  and  Urden  of  tho  Daj/* 

•u  that  the  Motion  will  then  read — 

**  Thai  tha  Order  of  the  Day  for  nanming  tha 
Adioomed  Debate  on  the  Addnsae,  in  Antwer 
to  liar  M^arty'f  Most  Oradooa  8peacfa,  have 
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precedence  on  all  days  on  which  it  is  set  down 
over  the  Notices  of  Motions  and  Orders  of  tha 
Day.'» 

I  wish,  Sir,  in  other  words,  to  ask  the 
House  to  deal  with  this  question  as  a 
whole,  and  to  settle  it  now,  so  that  our 
Business  may  not  be  interrupted   to- 
morrow by  a  Motion  to  give  precedence 
to  the  Address  over  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Woodall),  and 
so  that  it  may  not  be  interrupted  again 
on  Thursday,  as  promised  by  the  Go- 
vernment, by  a  Motion  with  regaurd  to 
precedence  for  coercive  measures  against 
Ireland.    I  think,  Sir,  we  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  deal  with  this  question  now,  and 
to  decide  whether  we  shall  adhere  to 
existing  precedents,  which  I  believe  are 
all  on  one  side ;   or  whether  we  shall 
declare  that  the  debate  on  the  Address 
shall  be  a  continuous  proceeding,  as  it 
has  always  been  up  to  the  present  date, 
and  shall  not  be  interrupted  each  day 
by  questions  of  the  relative  importance 
of  this,  or  that,  or  tho  other  Bill.  I  wish 
to  direct  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  all 
human  probability,  if  the  course  which 
the  Government  has  foreshadowed,  and 
if  my  important    Amendment  be  not 
agreed  to,  the  discussion  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
(Mr.  Jesse  Colling^}   cannot   be    con- 
cluded to-night,  and  that  instead  of  re- 
suming the  discussion  on  that  Amend- 
ment to-morrow  you  will  turn  aside  to 
the  discussion  of  a  Bill  on  the  undoubt- 
edly important  question  of  female  fran- 
chise, and  that  instead  of  resuming  the 
debate  on  Thursday  you  will  turn  aside 
to  the  other  question  of  the  coercion  of 
Ireland.     I  would  ask  English  agricul- 
tural Members,  returned  by  the  counties 
of  England,  whether  they  think  they  will 
be  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents, if  they  allow  the  Government 
to  turn  them  away  from  the  discussion 
of   the  very  important  subject  of  the 
agricultural  situation  in  England,  and 
the  rights  of  the  agricultural  labourers 
on  the  Land  Question  ?  The  motive  and 
desire  of  the  Government  appears  to 
be  self-evident.    Their  stratagems  are 
various.     An  Amendment  was  placed 
on  the  Paper  late  last  night,  just  before 
the  adjournment  of  the  House— I  have 
no  doubt  as  the  result  of  hurried  con- 
sultation and  communications  between 
the  front  Treasury  Bench  and  their  fol- 
lowers^an  Amendment  to  insert  after 
the  word  "Agriculture/'  in  the  Uth 
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pszttgrapk  of  the  Speeofa,  the  following 


**  A&4  bnnibty  to  r«m«tent  to  Ilcr  Majfstv 
t.*M  toJQfy  which  Tndo  and  A^culturo  both 
m  this  CoQDtry  and  the  Colonies  aro  Buffering 
ta  eooaftqaaoca  of  tho  tratom  of  Dountica 
(laalod  by  fotvigii  Powen/' 

The  GoTemment  dosired  to  put  for- 
ward  for  diacuMton  an}'  question  mthor 
th«ii  the  question  of  the  intereste  of  the 
Uboorers  in  the  Englinh  counties ;  and 
when,  Sir,  as  I  understand,  by  the 
ruling  of  Mr.  8poakery  tbo  hon.  Mem- 
ber, who  ga?o  Notice  of  the  Amend- 
ment I  have  quoted,  was  unable  to  cut 
out  the  precedence  obtained  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich,  the  front  Treasury 
iteoeh  resort  to  another  stratagem.  They 
gire  Notice  that  on  Thundav  they 
will  tnterrupt  the  debate  on  the  Addre.ss 
in  order  to  get  on  to  the  question  of  Iri»h 
<  'oeraion ;  and  then,  following  the  lead 
which  was  unwittingly  given  them  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  {^toke  on  Women 
Suffrage,  they  eagerly  jump  at  that 
question  also,  with  a  riew  to  getting  rid 
of  another  day,  so  as  to  render  it  more 
likely  that  the  discussion  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
may  be  futile,  vain,  and  of  no  issue 
whatSTer.  I  think  it  must  be  evident 
to  the  Ilouie  that  if  we  are  to  proceed 
in  order  and  with  due  reverence  to  the 

ist  go 
to  the 
Tlirone  until  it  has  been  concluded. 
Ihe  device  of  the  <tovernment  must  be 
patent  to  everybody — namelr,  to  drag 
in  any  <^ue4tion  they  can  for  the  purpose 
of  evading  debate  on  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich,  just  as 
the  drownine  man  duti^hes  at  a  straw, 
ihe  discussion  upon  the  Address  has 
not  b4^*n  carried  on  at  any  uzceesivo 
l#>ogth  up  t4>  the  present  time,  and  th** 
.\m«*odments  hav«*  not  been  pressed  with 
undue  pertinacity.  I  rfcolknt  o<*t a<iions 
«hea  Amendments  to  tho  Address  occu- 
pied a  fortnight  in  debate;  and,  as 
}  H,  two  nights  only  have  be**n  taken  up 
this  S««aion.  Then»  is,  therefore,  no 
ground,  from  any  point  of  view,  for  the 
<laim  of  the  Qovemment  to  intorrupt 
the  proceedings  in  connection  with  the 
Adqreea  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  ouos- 
tioo  of  Irish  On^rcion,  and  to  get  rii  of 
the  agricultural  Question  which  was 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich. 
The  only  way  in  which  the  House  can 
prevent  the  loss  of  time  and  energy  will 


Throne,  we  must  go  on  with  the  debate 
n  the  repl^  to  the  Speech  f^m  the 


be  by  agreeing  to  some  such  Amendment 
as  I  now  propose. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  seoonded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
**  precedence "  to  tbo  end  of  tho  Question,  in 
order  to  add  the  worda.  **  on  all  days  on  which 
it  it  set  down  over  KoUcce  of  Motions  and 
Orders  of  the  Day.**— (Ifr.  FamelL) 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 

8 reposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
iuestion.*' 

8iB  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
there  seemed  to  be  no  doubt  that  tho 
House  was  placed  in  a  somewhat  diffi- 
cult position  by  the  announcement 
which  the  Government  had  made.  Every- 
one would  agree  that,  whatever  the 
causes  that  might  lead  to  the  necessity, 
it  was  a  very  inconvenient  process,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  that  the  Address  to  the 
Crown  should  be  postponed  to  an  inde* 
finite  period.  But  he  wished  to  suggest 
to  tho  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  (>)rk 
(Mr.  Pamell)  that  ho  might  confine  the 
purport  of  his  Amendment  to  that  day 
and  to-morrow.  If  that  course  were 
followed,  the  House  would  have  time  to 
ascertain  how  matters  stood.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
(Lord  Kandolph  Churchill)  had  sug- 
gested that  the  debate  on  the  Address 
might  be  concluded  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  that  suggestion; 
because  every  Government  was  bound  to 
do  everything  in  its  power  to  hasten  the 
conclusion  of  a  debate  upon  an  Address 
proposed  by  itself.  The  House  had  dis- 
posed the  previous  evening  of  two 
Amendments  to  the  Address ;  and  he  saw 
no  reason  why  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse 
CollingA,  should  not  oe  disposed  of  that 
night.  The  other  Amendments  might 
then  be  disposed  of  to-morrow  ;  and  thus, 
th<*  discuHbion  arising  out  of  the  Address 
having  been  concluded,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  interrupting  the  debate. 
But  the  whole  matter  was  hypothetical, 
I  and  could  not  be  determined  until  they 
I  should  see  what  progress  was  made  with 
the  various  Amendments  set  down  for 
I  that  and  the  following  evening.  If  the 
;  hon.  Member  fortheCity  of  Cork  should 
'  think  fit  to  modify  his  Amendment  so  as 
'  to  limit  iU  effect  to  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
j  nesday,  the  House  would  probably  find 
a  convenient  way  oat  of  the  diffioulties 


which  had  arisen. 
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Me.  FINCH-HATTON  observed  that, 
as  one  of  the  Eng^lish  Members  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  (Mr.  Pamell",  he  was  anxious  to 
lose  no  time  in  taking  up  the  challenge. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
had  threatened  English  county  Members 
with  the  displeasure  of  their  oonstituonts 
if  they  did  anything  to  postpone  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  interesting  question  about 
to  be  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich  ( Mr.  Jesse  Collings).  Probably 
his  (Mr.  Finch- Ilatton's)  was  about  the 
worst  case  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  could  have  cited ;  be- 
cause his  was  a  purely  agricultural  con- 
stituency, which  took  the  greatest  possi- 
ble interest  in  the  question  to  be  brought 
forward  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich. 
He  (Mr.  Finoh-Hatton)  had  himself  laid 
on  the  Table  a  Bill  similar  to  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich.  He  begged 
to  tell  the  hon.  Member  that  his  consti- 
tuents, interested  as  they  were,  would 
wish  that  it  and  every  other  subject 
should  be  postponed  in  favour  of  the 
consideration  of  an  important  question 
affecting  the  integrity  of  the  Empire. 
His  constituents  would  approve  the  pre- 
cedence of  any  measure  which  the  re- 
sponsible Advisers  of  the  Crown  might 
hold  to  be  necessary  for  the  re-assertion 
of  the  supremacy  of  the  law  in  Ire- 
land. 

Mb.  WOODALL  said,  he  would  be 
very  sorry  to  press  the  Motion ;  but  it 
certainly  did  appear  to  be  extremely  in- 
convenient for  the  House  to  tie  its  hands 
with  regard  to  what  might  be  its  i)ossible 
action  on  Thursday  next.  He  thought 
that  when  the  proposal  was  made  to- 
night that  the  d(>bate  be  adjourned,  the 
sense  of  the  House  should  be  taken  as 
to  whether  it  should  be  adjourned  over 
to-morrow,  or  until  to-morrow. 

TubCHANCELLOR  of  tiie  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  very  much  aprree  with  what 
has  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  (yontle- 
man  the  Member  for  1  >orby  (Sir  William 
Ilarruiirt' ;  and  after  the  npoech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Woodall), 
of  t'ourne  I  have  no  hesitation  in  Baying 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty  V 
Government  to  ])rocoed  with  the  debate 
on  the  AddreM  to-morrow.  Therefore, 
the  matter  could  be  simplified  by  the 
amendment  of  the  Motion  as  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Member 
for  D^by,  to  which  the  Government 
would  b«  willing  lo  accede.    Bat,  in  my 


own  defence,  I  may  say  that  I  have  simply 
followed  invariable  precedent  in  giving 
Notice  of  Motion  as  applicable  to  a  single 
day.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Pamell)  made  a  suggestion  which 
I  must  most  earnestly  repudiate.  He 
seemed  to  suggest — and  the  remark  was 
received  with  cheers  by  hon.  Members  in 
that  quarter  of  the  House — that  we  were 
endeavouring  in  this  way  to  get  rid  of 
the  agricultural  question,  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings) 
wishes  to  raise  on  the  Address.  I  never 
heard  a  more  baseless  assertion  made  in 
this  House.  We  have  placed  this  Mo- 
tion on  the  Paper  in  order  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  bringing  forward  his  Amend- 
ment this  evening ;  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  chiefly 
instrumental  in  postponing  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  is  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  himself. 
We  are  extremely  desirous  that  the 
House  should  get  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich.  I  had  supposed,  when  I  made 
a  conditional  promise  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Woodall),  that 
it  would  be  perfectly  possible  that  that 
discussion  coidd  be  closed  by  a  division 
to-night ;  but,  if  that  be  not  possible,  it 
might  be  resumed  and  concluded  to- 
morrow. We  in  no  way  shirk  the  issue 
to  be  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ips- 
wich. But  with  regard  to  the  additional 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork,  that  we  should  tie  the 
hands  of  the  House  and  the  Government 
with  reference  to  all  days  until  the 
debate  on  the  Address  should  be  con- 
cluded, I  must  most  earnestly  entreat  the 
lloune  not  in  any  way  to  sanction  such 
a  Motion  as  that.  What  it  means  is 
simply  the  delay  of  the  proposal  which 
we  feel  it  our  duty  to  make  to  the  House 
on  Thursday.  I  dare  say  that  several 
hon.  Members  may  think  that  we  have 
been  some  time  in  making  up  our  minds 
before  presenting  this  proposal  to  the 
House.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  that 
we  have  been  very  reluctantly  forced  to 
the  conviction  that  such  a  proposal  is 
necessary.  But,  having  arrived  at  that 
conviction,  it  is  a  necessary  corollary  that 
the  proposal  should  be  placed  before  the 
Houiie  without  delay,  and  that  the  House 
should  be  asked  bv  the  Government  to 
press  it  forward  with  the  utmost  ezj 
tioA  which  may  be  possible. 
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Ms.  GLADSTONE :  ETeiyone  mutt, 
I  think*  mbMribe  to  what  has  been 
alated  by  the  right  hon.  Geotleman 
oppoeite  with  regard  to  the  Motion  of 
which  he  haa  giren  Notico  to-day.  That 
Motion  ia  in  perfect  form  and  regularity, 
and  when  we  are  prepared  I  presurao 
we  may  ateent  to  it  without  any  diffi* 
cnltr  or  objection.  But  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  will  see  that  he  has  given 
a  Notioe  to-day  which  raises  a  new 
qu^^tion  of  Tory  groat  importance  with 
n^gard  to  the  order  of  Business  of  the 
Ilottse — namely,  whether  it  is  desirable, 
either  with  a  Tiew  to  the  obsenrance  of 
the  nsnal  practice  of  this  House,  or 
with  a  Tiew  to  the  ultimate  despatch 
and  expedition  of  any  measure,  that  the 
Ooremment  should  interpose  Business 
of  great  importance  in  the  middle  of 
the  discussion  of  its  own  Address  ?  We 
hare  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in 
former  years  In  the  discussion  of  such 

aneations.  But  what  I  wish  to  put  to 
^e  right  hon.  Oentleman  opposite  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Oork 
Mr.  Pamell)  is,  that  that  is  a  question 
of  very  great  importonce,  upon  which 
it  ta  extremely  difficult  to  give  a  con- 
closive  ludgment  at  a  moment's  notice. 
I  sbonld  certainly  wish  myself  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  referring  to  former 
cases — even  cas«^  of  Irish  legislation, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  nearly  analo- 
gons,  and  which  would  afford  us  light 
upon  the  subject.  What  I  wish  to  point 
ont  is  that  the  suggestion  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  near  me  ;Sir  William  Har- 
coort^  prejudices  no  one.  It  determines 
the  eonme  of  Business  to-day  and  to- 
ttofrow,  and  leaves  us  in  a  condition 
to  inquire  between  this  time  and  to- 
morrow what  may  be  the  bearings  of 
the  very  important  quoAtion  raised  by 
the  Notice  given  on  behalf  of  the  Oo- 
vamaent  to>night.  I  certainly  would 
soggest  and  I  hope  it  may  be  done 
with  the  general  consent  of  the  Rouse, 
if  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Gork  ssssnta— that  the  form  recom- 
mended  br  my  right  hon.  Friend  near 
me  should  be  adopt^^l ;  because  by  to- 
morrow we  shonld  oe  in  a  position  to 
si4ect  in  our  minds  and  adont  some 
dsAaite  course  with  regard  to  that  pro- 


Ma.  JESSE  COLUNGS  said,  he 
thought  that  there  would  be  no  diffl- 
cnhy  upon  his  own  side  of  the  House 
bringing  the   discussion   upon  his 


Amendment  to  a  close  that  ni^ht.  He 
was  glad  to  see  that  the  nght  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  disposed  to  do  his  best 
upon  his  side  to  bring  it  to  an  early 
conclusion.  With  regard  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Spalding  Division  of  Lincolnshire  (Mr. 
Finch-Hatton),  he  ventured  to  say,  from 
his  knowledge  of  constituencies,  in- 
cluding the  hon.  Gentleman's  own,  that 
oven  that  formula — which  they  ex- 
pected, bat  not  quite  so  soon — about 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire  would  stand 
the  Government  in  little  stead  if  the 
interests  of  the  labourers  were  put 
aside  by  a  side  wind. 

Mr.  PARXELL  said,  that  he  was 
very  willing  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Olad- 
stone),  provided  it  were  distinctly  un- 
derstood that  the  Government  would 
allow  the  judgment  of  the  House  to  be 
taken  on  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings) 
either  that  night  or  to-morrow. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  witkirm»n. 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of 
the  Question,  to  add  the  words,  *'  and 
To-morrow  over  other  Orders  of  the 
Dsy  and  the  Notices  of  Motions."— 
{S^r  Wiili^m  Har court.) 

Question,  *'That  those  words  bo 
there  added,"  put,  and  ^r$ed  U. 

Main  Queation,  as  amended,  put. 

Ordtti^  That  the  Order  of  the  Dsy  far  re- 
taming  the  Adjotimcd  Debate  on  the  Addreas, 
in  anawcr  to  Her  Majesty's  Moat  UFaoioua 
Sp<««ch.  haro  prtH:edenct\  this  day  orer  the 
Notir«^»  <»f  Motions,  and  To-morpow  orer  other 
( >rdcr«  of  the  Day  and  th<«  Notice*  of  Motions. 


ORDER  OF  TBE  DA  T. 

ADDRESS    IX   ANSWER   TO    HER   MA- 
JESTY'8  MOST  GRACIOUS  8Pi:£Cn. 

▲ixrocnxED  dejutb.    [foubth  srioirr.j 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Queation  [21st  January.  1 — 
(See  page  92.J 

Quention  again  propoeed. 

Debate 
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ALLOTMENTS  AND  SMALL  HOLDINGS' 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS,  in  rising  to 
move  the  following  Amendment  to  the 
Address : — 

'*  Bat  this  Houae  humbly  expreoea  its  regret 
that  no  meafares  are  announced  by  Her  Ma- 
jeaty  for  the  present  relief  of  these  classes,  and 
especially  for  affording^  facilities  to  the  ai^cuU 
taral  labourers  and  others  in  the  rural  districts 
to  obtain  allotments  and  small  holdings  on 
equitable  terms  as  to  rent  and  security  of 
tenure/* 

said,  he  thought  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  depression  existed,  and 
that  it  was  felt  both  in  town  and  coun- 
try, but  especially  among  the  labouring 
classes  in  rural  districts.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  a  further  reduction  might 
be  made  in  the  wages  of  farm  labourers ; 
but,  seeing  that  the  rate  now  varied  from 
12<.  to  9«.  per  week  only,  there  was 
scarcely  room  for  any  further  reduction. 
Indeed,  the  only  mystery  was  how  a  man 
and  hie  family  could  exist,  far  less  live 
in  comfort,  on  such  a  miserable  pittance. 
Worse  than  that,  there  were  large  and 
increasing  numbers  of  men  out  of  work 
altogether.  They  had  been  glad  to  hear 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  his 
speech  upon  the  Address,  refer  to  the 
fact  that  the  labourers  were  now,  for  the 
first  time,  represented  in  that  House, 
and  ezpreas  his  belief  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  regret  on  that  side  of  the 
House  that  there  was  no  reference  made 
in  Her  Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  to  the 
labourers,  and  to  some  further  means 
of  bettering  their  condition.  Now,  al- 
though there  were  so  many  labourers 
out  of  work  in  the  rural  districts,  yet  no 
one  would  pretend  to  say  that  in  the 
necessities  of  agriculture  there  was  not 
plenty  of  work  for  them.  The  land  in 
every  direction  was  crying  out  for  labour ; 
and  without  labour  it  was  absurd  to  ex- 
pect land  to  produce  what  it  ought  to  yield . 
It  was  said  that  the  farmers  coufd  not 
afford  to  emplov  labour.  But  it  was 
certain  they  could  not  afford  to  farm  with- 
out labour.  Therefore,  it  came  to  this — 
the  labourer  was  standing  idle  because 
the  farmers  could  not  employ  him,  and 
there  was  no  means  by  which  he  could 
get  on  to  the  land  to  work  it  on  his  own 
aooount  The  consequence  waA  that  the 
labourers  were  flying  from  the  soil,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  the  land.  Thin 
was  a  workman's  question  in  town  as 
well  as  country.  It  was  not  necf  asary 
for  him  to  say  one  word  in  favour  of 


allotments  and  small  holdings,  for  every- 
one who  was  formerly  opposed  to  them 
seemed  now  to  have  changed  his  opi- 
nion. ["  No,  no!  "]  That  seemed  to  bo 
the  case  at  the  meeting  at  Willis's 
Rooms ;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  (Mr.  Ohaplin),  who  on  for- 
mer occasions  had  strenuously  opposed 
the  principle,  had,  during  the  past  three 
months,  been  making  speeches  of  the 
most  gushing  character  in  favour  of 
allotments  and  small  holdings.  Whe- 
ther that  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
labourer  had  got  the  vote  he  would  not 
say;  at  any  rate,  the  whole  question 
had  now  assumed  a  different  aspect  alto- 
gether from  what  it  presented  previously. 
During  the  Elections  the  most  unbounded 
interest  was  shown  in  this  question  by 
the  rural  population.  As  to  the  three 
acres  and  a  cow,  the  labourer  was  not 
such  a  fool  as  to  suppose  that  he  would 
get  something  for  nothing;  but  he 
thought  that  some  legitimate  means 
should  be  provided  for  giving  him 
access  to  the  land.  Once  let  him  get 
possession  of  the  three  acres,  there  was 
little  doubt  that  by  his  own  thrift  and 
his  own  efforts  the  cow  and  many  other 
things  would  speedily  follow.  He  de- 
precated the  leaving  of  the  solution  of 
the  question  to  voluntary  associations. 
He  had  not  a  word  to  say  against  pri- 
vate enterprise ;  but  he  wanted  to  know 
why  any  associations  were  wanted?  If 
each  individual  landlord  would  take 
the  matter  in  hand,  the  thing  would 
be  done  without  an  association.  But 
what  was  wanted  was  something  be- 
hind that — ^tbat  if  the  thing  were  not 
done,  labourers  should  not  be  left  to  the 
mercy  of  voluntary  effort,  or  to  the  land* 
lord  or  farmer.  Hon.  Members,  no 
doubt,  knew  what  was  going  on  be- 
tween the  various  sections  of  the  terri- 
torial party  and  the  labourers.  A  Con- 
servative journal  at  Ipswich  had  said*- 


I 


"  Surely  the  men  must  now  recogniie  the  fsct 
that  thoy  may  use  thoir  votes  in  such  a  manner 
OA  to  injure  their  be«t  interests,  llifry  will  nfft 
neither  throo  acres  of  land  or  a  cow.  They  will 
hsTo  prubtthly  less  work  and  low^  wairf^  *rhe 
Labouring  men  who  have  i^one  Itadical  cannot 
he  »ur|>niiod  if  they  !•»•»<•  th»j  sympathy  and  co- 
op<'rati(m  of  Con^rvati\e  landlords  and  Con- 
servative farmers." 

To  his  knowledg^e  such  writings  were 
read  to  his  labourers  by  a  farmer. 
When  thoy  talktni  of  '*  Boycotting''  in 
Ireland  let  them  remember  that  theea 
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words  nad  to  men  oonloni  to  work 
ibr  Of.  and  10«.  a- week  to  keep  their 
ckildrra  from  ttarriag.  He  had  visited 
Lamboame,  and  there  he  found  a  beaa- 
tiAal  Tillage  falling  into  decay  and  the 
grass  growing  in  the  streets.  In  the 
wIm»U  Tillage  there  were  not  two  e^gs 
to  be  got  for  breakfast.  Bear  in  mind 
that  they  imported  2.250,000  eggs  daily ; 
bnt  if  a  Frnich  Tillager  Tisited  Lam- 
bonme  would  he  not  say — **  What  fools 
thase  English  are  to  send  to  us  when 
they  hsTO  erery  facility  here  for  sup- 
plying tbemselvee.*'  There  was  nothing 
Bsw  in  his  proposal  from  what  had  been 
bfOQght  forward  since  the  time  of  Eliza- 
beth* except  the  compulsion  where  it 
was  needea,  and  that  compulsion  would 
not  be  carried  out  where  the  supply  of 
land  was  sufiSoient.  As  to  the  rocom- 
meodation  for  the  sale  of  glebe  lands, 
whalarer  reply  the  OoTomment  might 
maka  to  this  ionendment,  ho  hoped  they 
would  not  play  the  labourers  false  in 
any  way;  m  other  words,  that  they 
would  not  pretend  to  giTe  a  benefit 
which  tha  simering  labourers  would  not 
actually  realise.  Qlebe  lands,  if  sold  at 
all,  nnst  be  sold  without  any  conditions. 
Beaides,  many  dersymen  had  their 
wMms  badly  eituatea  for  the  purposes 
desired  by  labourers.  In  some  parts 
there  was  plenty  of  glebe  land  ana  few 
people;  while  in  other  districts  the 
peoola  were  numerous  and  no  such 
Uad.  Therefore,  the  labourers  would 
thank  the  GoTemment  for  nothing. 
What  they  wanted  was  machinery  by 
which,  where  a  fair  and  legitimate  de- 
mand for  land  asisted,  it  should  be  had 
at  a  Csir  price,  and  on  a  tenure  that 
would  not  depaad  on  touching  the  hat 
lo  either  parson  or  squire ;  but  on  con- 
dition that  the  holders  of  it  should  be 

independent,  P^J^  '^^  ^^^  ^^»  ^^^ 
caltiTating  it.  The  hbourers  had  a  fair 
right  to  ask  for  that  They  wvre  told 
tluit  nothing  could  be  donts  the  price  of 
eom  was  so  low.  If  thoy  put  com  out 
of  tha  question  there  was  still  plenty  of 
seope.  They  had  butter  which,  in  his 
yovager  days,  used  to  sell  at  7d,  per  lb. 
now  double  the  price;  fowb  which 
they  need  to  sell  at  U.  U.  now  2s.  Od,; 
chssse,  pork,  Tegetablee,  and  othor 
small  articles  of  fcxKl,  all  requiring  that 
miaote  iadnstvy  which  the  large  farmer 
eonU  not  wdl  giTe,  but  which  a  peasant 
propcietaiy  could  well  bestow.  Articles 
ot  food  other  than  eom  ware 


ported  to  this  country  to  the  Talue, 
m  the  aggregate,  of  £60.000,000, 
and  OTery  pennyworth  of  which  they 
ought  to  produce.  Fair  Traders  talked 
with  alarm  about  a  few  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  foreign  manufactures — ^girders, 
for  instance— brought  from  Belgium  and 
from  France ;  but  they  had  not  a  word 
to  say  about  the  fact  that  we  imported 
£5,000.000  worth  of  cheese  annually 
into  this  country.  When  they  had 
£60,000,000  worth  of  food  imported 
every  year  at  prices  Tory  much  higher 
than  those  which  prevailed  40  years 
ago,  and  when  they  had  the  material 
for  its  production  at  hand  and  the 
labour  standing  idle,  he  wanted  to  know 
why  that  food  was  not  prod  need  at  home? 
Supposing  a  Manchester  manufacturer 
had  plenty  of  material  and  plenty  of  la- 
bour lying  idle,  while  his  books  were 
oTcrflowing  with  orders,  such  a  state  of 
affairs  would  not  be  tolerated  for  a  mo- 
ment ;  and  yet  that  was  a  parallel  to  the 
preeent  condition  of  agriculture.  [''No, 
no!"]  They  had  in  this  country  what 
prevailed  nowhere  else  that  he  knew  of, 
a  landless  peasantry.  The  agricultural 
labourer  had  been  reduced  by  legislation 
from  the  position  of  having  an  mdepen- 
dent  interest  in  the  land  to  that  of  a 
mere  hireling.  The  labourers  had  been 
foroed  by  successive  migrations  into  the 
towns,  and  thus  they  had  a  proletariat 
in  this  country  such  as  did  not  exist 
anywhere  else  that  he  was  aware  of  in 
Europe.  He  claimed  for  this  population 
a  measure  of  Land  Beform  which  he  oon« 
tended  would  be,  in  reality,  a  most  Con- 
sorratiTe  measure.  He  was  horrified  to 
think  that  hon.  Members  opposite— the 
territorial  party — could  not  see  the  dan- 
ger that  attached  to  their  present  posi- 
tion, a  danger  from  which  the  measure 
heproposed  woald  ssto  them ;  but  if  they 
resisted  that  measure  they  would  go 
further  and  fare  worse.  He  had  much 
pleasure  in  moring  the  Amendment 
which  stood  in  his  name. 

Captai.^  VERNKY  remarked,  that  it 
was  no  slight  adTantage  to  a  new  Mem- 
ber, when  he  for  the  drat  time  claimed 
the  indulgence  of  the  liouse,  that  he 
had  the  priviI«»go  of  seconding  an 
Amendment  which  would  undoubU'iUy 
command  the  sjrmpathy,  if  not  the 
actire  support,  of  (tontlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  There  was  no  Party, 
from  the  noble  Marquess  at  the  head  of 
the  QoTemment  to  his  (Captain  Ver- 
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ney8')hatt.  Opponent  in  NortliBaoks  (Sir 
Samuel  Wilson),  during  the  last  Elec- 
tion which  had  more  completely  identi- 
fied themselves  with  this  question  than 
the  Conserratire  Party.  In  every  village 
and  town  the  Conservative  candidate  had 
never  failed  to  explain  how  he  had  been 
misunderstood,  and  how  hard  it  was  upon 
him  that  it  should  be  supposed  he  was 
not  interested  in  this  question  of  allot- 
ments; therefore,  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site would  find  it  difficult  to  go  into  the 
Lobby  in  opposition  to  the  Amendment. 
The  noble  Marquess  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury),  in  his  famous  speech  at  New- 
port, had  even  proposed  to  sacrifice  the 
precious  fflebe  lands  to  provide  allot- 
ments for  labourers.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Honiton  (Sir  John 
Kennaway)  had  divided  the  House  into 
four  Parties— the  ''Oreat  Conservative 
Party,*'  the  *'  Moderate  Liberal/'  the 
''Badicals/'  and  the  "Irish."  The 
"Moderate  liberal''  he  (Captain  Yer- 
ney)  had  some  difficulty  in  laying  his 
hand  upon;  but  he  took  it  that  the 
moderate  Liberal  was  one  of  those  Li- 
berals who  were  led  by  the  Liberal 
Dukes,  and  the  Liberal  Dukes  had 
undoubtedly  identified  themselves  with 
the  allotment  question.  The  Badical 
Party  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  sup- 
port the  Amendment:  so,  too,  would 
the  Irish  Members,  as  representing  a 
warm  and  sympathetic  race,  always  ready 
to  throw  itself  on  the  side  of  the  op- 
pressed, and  would  countenance  every 
measure  for  their  relief.  He  claimed, 
therefore,  for  the  Amendment  the  sup- 
port of  all  Parties  in  the  House.  Another 
reason  which  concerned  all  was  the  fact 
that  whereas  for  some  months  past  the 
agricultural  labourer  was  merely  "in 
the  air,"  now  he  was  literally  in  the 
House ;  and  every  Member  must  feel  how 
appropriate  it  was  that  a  house  largely 
elected  by  the  agricultural  labourers  for 
the  first  time  in  the  annals  of  our  Consti- 
tution should  give  its  earliest  attention 
to  a  question  which  closely  affected  their 
interests.  The  Amendment  proposed  to 
address  the  Queen,  in  answer  to  the 
Bpssch  from  the  Throne,  in  such  words  as 
would  be  very  grateful  and  acceptable 
to  Her  Majesty,  who  was  always  most 
aocesnble  to  the  humblest  of  her  sub- 
jects—that Sovereign  whose  whole  life 
had  been  governed  oy  a  "  fundamental 
law  "  laid  down  by  hervelf-^er  loyalty 
to  her  people. 


Amendment  proposed, 

By  inseitiiig,  after  the  word  "  trannent/*  in 
the  11th  paragraph,  the  words  **  bat  this  House 
humbly  expresses  its  regret  that  no  measures 
are  announced  by  Her  Majesty  for  the  present 
relief  of  these  claases,  and  especially  for  afford- 
ing facilities  to  the  agricultural  labourers  and 
others  in  the  rural  districts  to  obtain  allotments 
and  small  holdings  on  equitable  terms  as  to  rent 
and  security  of  tenure."— (Jfr.  J  tut  CoUinfi.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  DUCHY 
OP  LANCASTER  (Mr.  Chapun)  :  Sir, 
it  may,  perhaps,  be  for  the  convenience 
of  the  House  if  I  ask  permission  at  once 
to  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings),  and 
to  the  Amendment  which  he  has  placed 
on  the  Paper.  Of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  I  am  bound  to  say  that, 
considering  his  Amendment  amounts  to 
a  Vote  of  Censure  on  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, one  supported  by  weaker, 
feebler,  more  miserable  arguments  I 
never  heard  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
life.  Sir,  the  hon.  Member  was  good 
enough  to  warn  ns  of  the  danger  we 
should  inoar  by  opposing  his  Amend- 
ment. I  do  not  see  that  danger  in  the 
least.  We  are  perfectly  clear  as  to  our 
position;  and  before  I  have  concluded 
my  observations  I  hope,  to  some  extent 
at  least,  to  be  able  to  convert  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  at  all  events,  to  a  portion  of 
our  views.  He  made  one  observation  in 
the  course  of  his  speech — and  which,  I 
confess,  somewhat  surprised  me — that 
the  agricultural  labourer  in  this  country 
was  not  such  a  fool  as  he  was  thought. 
I  do  not  know  whoever  thought  he  was 
a  fool,  unless  it  was  the  hon.  Member 
himself ;  but  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
the  agricultural  labourer  of  this  country 
is  not  such  a  fool  as  to  be  taken  in  by  the 
speech  which  the  hon.  Member  hais  de* 
livered.  Now,  Sir,  the  paragraph  in  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  alluded  in  his 
speech  refers  in  terms  of  regret  to  the 
fact  that  no  material  improvement  is  to 
be  noted  in  the  condition  of  the  trade 
and  agriculture  of  the  Kingdom;  and 
the  burden  of  the  hon.  Member^s 
Amendment,  although  I  am  bound  to 
say  his  speech  was  much  narrower  than 
his  Amendment,  is,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  are  to  be  blamed  because 
they  have  announced  no  measures  what- 
ever in  the  Gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne  for  the  present  relief  of  those 
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vho  an  lafferibg  from  the  pro- 
loogod  dopreMon  in  trade  and  agrioul- 
tare.  Nov,  I  hope  the  hoD.  Member 
will  forgive  me  if  I  expreaa  my  opiniou 
at  OQoe  that  his  Amendment  is  justly 
open  to  fcrare  condemnation  upon  two 
diflOTent  gronnds^on  the  ground  that 
it  is  unreasonable  on  the  one  hand,  and 
wkoUr  inaoourate  on  the  other.  The 
Ikmu  Member  said  nothing  in  his  speech 
about  trad<s  although  his  Amendment 
directly  refers  to  it.  His  Amendment  is 
ntterly  unreasonable  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  attitude  which  Iler  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters have  adopted  towards  those  who 
are  snffering  from  depression  iu  trade ; 
becaase  he  must  know,  and  the  House 
moat  know,  as  I  had  oocasion  to  state 
latt  night,  that  Her  Majesty's  GoTom- 
ment  have  already  appointed  a  Koysl 
Gonmission  of  Inauiry  iuto  that  sub- 
ject. Nothing  could  lo  more  unusual 
or  nareaaonabJe  than  that,  having  ju»t 
appointed  a  Royal  Commission,  we 
should  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
announce  anv  measure  dealing  with  this 
qveetioo  before  we  have  received  any 
H4*port  or  recommendation  of  any  kind 
whatever  from  the  Commission.  With 
regard  to  the  attitude  of  the  ( tovemment 
towards  those  who  are  sutforing  from 
depression  in  agriculture,  I  say  that  the 
Amendment  is  wholly  inaccurate.  What 
meAMirre,  except  those  which  are  re* 
ferred  U>  in  the  Itoyal  Speech,  did  the 
hon.  Member  expect  that  we  should  an* 
Boonee  ?  It  is  p<*rfectly  true  that  agri- 
cultnre  is  saffenng,  as  it  has  been  suf- 
fering for  a  long  period  of  years,  from 
serious  and  severe  depression.  What 
have  been  the  causes  of  that  depre»Aion  ? 
It  began  with  a  series  of  bad  seasons, 
such  as  I  know  of  no  parallel  to  be- 
fore. \Vhea  they  passed  away,  and 
we  were  blessed  once  again  with 
SQnahine,  then  the  prices  of  spi- 
cnltnrai  produce  fell  to  a  degree  that  I 
believe  is  without  prece<ient  for  many 
in  the  history  of  this  country. 
Hire  the  hon.  Mem^MT  thiuk  that  W4* 
ought  to  have  introduced  a  measure 
attempting  to  d^al  with  th'>^e  cau»<*4 ? 
He  knows,  as  wi*ll  as  I  do,  why  it  wa% 
tmposaibte  to  do  no.  I  entertain  the 
strongest  posaible  opinion  thit  the  pre- 
sent agricultural  dvpre«*»ion  in  mainly, 
if  ttol  entirelv,  owin^c  to  the  great  depre- 
ciation of  the  pric«»s  of  sgriviil'ural 
prodnoe.  [Mr.  Ji-><*f:  Tolu  >««•«:  What' 
prodaoe  ? j  *  All  agricultural  product*.   I 
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should  have  liked  the  hon.  Member  to 
have  named  to  the  House  some  of  those 
articles  to  which  he  referred  as  having 
risen  in  value — [Mr.  Jbshs  Collinos: 
Butter];  but  that  ho  entirely  omitted 
to  do.  That  is  my  opinion  as  to  the 
cause  of  agricultural  depression;  and, 
as  I  have  said,  the  hon.  Member  knows 
perfectly  that  wo  are  absolutely  power- 
less to  introduce  any  measure  oealing 
with  the  prices  of  food.  And  even  if 
the  present  Cabinet  had  the  inclination, 
which  they  have  not,  it  would  be  per- 
fectly impracticable,  bopeloMs,  and  im- 
possible, in  the  present  House  of  Com- 
mons at  all  events,  to  carry  such  a 
measure,  whatever  may  be  the  case  at 
some  time  in  the  dim  and  di^itant  future. 
Well,  Sir,  I  mentioned  last  night  that, 
though  it  was  impossible  to  deal  in  any 
wav  with  the  question  of  prices,  we 
had  indicated  in  the  Royal  Speech  our 
intention  to  do  something  which  we  be- 
lieve will  be  in  the  direction  of  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  production.  A  sen- 
tence in  one  of  the  paragraphs  of  the 
Koyol  Speech  indicates  clearly  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  intend  to  intro- 
duce measures  which  will  involve  the 
consideration  of  the  whole  question  of 
the  incidence  of  local  burdens.  I  say, 
therefore,  it  is  wholly  inaccurate  upon 
that  ground,  if  u|K>n  no  other — but 
there  are  other  grounds  besides — for  the 
hon.  Member  to  say,  in  his  Amendment, 
that  no  measures  whatever  have  been 
announced  by  the  Government  for  tho 
relief  of  the  dosses  suffering  from  agri- 
cultural deprettnion.  But  tlie  hon.  Mem- 
ber, before  ho  has  had  the  opportunity 
of  learning  what  we  may  propose,  is 
obliged  to  flssli  his  own  proposal  upon 
the  HouHo  of  Commons  without  an 
hour's  delay.  He  says  we  ouffht  to 
bring  in  n  measure  enabling  the  la  Dourer 
to  obtain  allotments  on  e<|ui table  terms 
and  with  M'curity  of  tenure,  and  that  if 
we  do  that  he  is  convini^nl  we  shall 
Holfe  the  whole  question,  agricultural 
depreMiion  will  di»ttppear,  and  all  will 
bo  proHporous.  Whatever  the  House 
'imy  think  of  this  Amendment  there  is 
on«»  thing  about  it  at  all  events  about 
which  we  (thall  a^^ree,  and  that  is  that 
it  i^  by  no  m«'aus  ori^cinal ;  and,  in<l<  id, 
though  the  hands  are  tho  hands  of  K^u 
it  i^  the  Voire  of  Jacob  ;  or,  it  would  be 
more  accurate  t*)  snv,  that  tlio  hand  ia 
tli«*  hand  of  Jt'^se,  but  the  voice  in  the 
voice  of  Joseph.     The  pruposal  we  have 
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before  as  ie  neither  more  nor  less  than 
onr  old  friends  the  *^  three  acres  and  a 
cow,"  only  dressed  up  in  Parliamentary 
gaise.  What  we  really  have  to  con- 
sider to*night  is  not  the  short  and  in- 
conclusive Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich,  but  the  scheme  of 
the  right  hon.  Qontleman  the  Member 
for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain), which  he  put  before  the  electors 
so  assiduouRly,  ennrgetioally,  and  ably 
during  the  electoral  campaign  which  has 
just  come  to  a  close.  I  hope  the  IIouso 
will  not  suppose  I  am  prejudiced  against 
these  propositions  because  they  are 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  On 
the  contrary,  in  some  of  the  objects  he 
has  in  view  I  cordially  sympathize  with 
him;  while  of  others  I  entirely  dis- 
approve. The  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
assimied  that  it  was  unnecessary  for 
him  to  argue  the  question  at  the  present 
time,  because  there  was  no  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  allot- 
ments and  small  holdings.  I  take  ex- 
ception to  that  observation  altogether. 
I  draw  a  great  distinction  between  allot- 
ments on  the  ODO  hand,  and  what  are 
called  small  holdings  on  the  other. 
What  I  understand  by  an  allotment  is 
this — a  piece  of  land  either  immediately 
attached  to,  or  within  a  oonvenient  dis- 
tance from,  a  cottager's  home  for  which 
the  only  capital  required  is  hisown  labour 
and  his  spade,  and  of  a  size  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  grow  garden  produce 
for  himself  and  for  his  family,  and  for 
another  very  important  member  of  the 
establishment — namely,  for  his  pig.  Now, 
Sir,  I  do  not,  in  the  least,  wish  to  dog- 
matize as  to  what  ought  to  be  the  Bize 
of  an  allotment  of  this  kind  or  the 
distance  it  should  be  from  the  occu- 
pier's home.  These  are  matters  of 
detail  upon  which,  no  doubt.  Members 
will  have  much  to  say  in  the  future. 
We  have  in  the  House  Members  who 
will  be  able  to  ^ve  practical  informa- 
tion on  that  snbject ;  and  among  them 
there  is  one  whose  opinion  on  the  point 
will  be  of  great  value.  I  mean  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wef>t  Norfolk  ;,Mr.  Arth' ; 
and,  however  much  come  of  us  may  differ 
from  him,  I  am  sure  both  sides  of  the 
House  will  welcome  the  hon.  Member  on 
this  question  aa  the  Representative  of  a 
class  for  the  first  time  returned  in  this 
Houso.  If  I  may  be  permitted  to  say 
io,  I  even  hope  he  will  take  an  oppor-  , 
tnnily,  in  the  ooorte  of  this  debate,  of  j 


expressing  his  views  on  this  question.  I 
remember,  some  years  ago,  having  the 
opportunity  of  examining  the  hon.  Mem* 
her  as  a  witness  before  the  Royal  Agri- 
cultural Commission  ;  and  I  was  much 
struck  by  the  evidence  he  gave  on  that 
occasion.  I  hope  he  will  correct  me  if 
I  am  wrong;  but,  if  I  am  right,  he 
rather  seemed  to  hold  the  opinion  at 
that  time  that,  for  an  allotment  such  as 
I  have  described,  probably  about  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  was  the  most  oonve- 
nient Hize  for  a  labourer  to  cultivate  for 
himself,  and  the  distance  from  his  home 
ought  not,  under  any  circumstance^  to 
exceed  more  than  half  a  mile.  If  I  am 
correct  in  my  assumption,  they  are  pro- 
positions with  which  I,  for  one,  should 
cordially  agree.  **  A  small  holding,"  on 
the  other  hand,  I  take  to  be  either  a 
freehold,  or  small  tenancy,  on  which  the 
occupier  lives,  to  which  he  looks  for 
his  means  of  livelihood,  and  on  which  the 
whole  of  the  labour  is  supplied  by  the 
family  dwelling  upon  the  holding.  I 
say  at  once  I  look  upon  the  provision 
of  allotments  for  agricultural  labourers, 
provided  thoy  are  not  too  larg^,  pro- 
vided they  are  let  at  a  fair  and  reason- 
able rent,  and  provided  they  are  at  a 
reasonable  distance  from  thoir  homes, 
as  an  unmixed  good  to  the  rural  agri* 
cultural  population.  On  the  other  hand, 
small  holdings,  such  as  I  have  described, 
I  regard,  for  reasons  which  I  will  pre- 
sently state,  as  a  much  more  qucRt  ion- 
able  boon.  Let  me  add  that  a  good 
deal  has  been  done  in  this  oount^  in 
the  direction  of  providing  allotments 
already.  The  other  day  I  saw  a  calcu- 
lation made  by  Major  Cragie,  Secretary 
to  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 
and  based  upon  the  latoj»t  available  Be* 
turns^ those  for  1873,  since  which  there 
must  have  been  an  increase — from  which 
it  appears  that  there  was  in  this  country 
242,542  allotments  of  the  nature  I  havo 
described  ;  and  as  the  Census  showed 
there  were  765,169  agricultural  la- 
bourers, the  proportion  was  one  allot- 
ment to  every  three  labourers  in  the 
kingdom  even  in  those  days.  The  hon. 
Member  spoke,  I  thought,  if  not  in  words 
of  condemnation,  in  terms  of  the  very 
faintest  praise,  of  an  Association — the 
Landowners'  Association «—  which  has 
boi>n  formed  in  this  country  within  a 
comparatively  rect*ut  period.  I  am 
greatly  indebted  to  Lord  Onslow,  the 
^^eoielaiy  of  thai  Asaoeiationy  for  iafor- 
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aalioii  with  whieh  he  hat  mippli^d  me, 
ftttd  whieh  shoirt  what  is  being  done  in 
thte  direction  bj  that  AMOciation  at  (he 
pteetnt  time.  I  am  told  that  a  largo 
•wDber  of  landownere,  including  many 
Ifembera  of  both  Hoiues  of  Parlia- 
meat,  and  owning  among  them  about 
l.SOO.OOO  acree  of  land,  have  already 
loaned  this  Association.  They  hare 
boea  oommonioated  with  as  to  their 
Tiews  on  the  subject,  and  they  ro- 
pUed  to  this  effect — ^ther  are  disposed  to 
aoKeit  applications  for  land  adjacent  to 
TillaMa  and  not  already  so  lot  to  bo  held 
in  aUotments,  and  generally  to  aObrd 
faeilitiea  for  the  extension  of  the  system 
to  the  agiienltural  labourers  employed 
o«  their  estates.  I  think  this  is  some 
answer  to  the  question  put  by  the  hon. 
If  etnber  for  Ipswich  as  to  why  an  Amo- 
ctation  ia  wanted  at  all.  There  may  bo 
another  n«ason  for  it.  That  Association 
is  wanted,  I  should  say,  and  is,  perhaps, 
efninently  neoossary,  in  order  to  countor- 
act  the  mischief  souffht  to  be  done  by 
the  bon.  Member  and  some  of  his  asso- 
cialea  as  between  landlords  and  tenants 
attd  labourers  of  this  country.  It  may 
be  tme-^I  am  not  prepared  to  deny  it 
— thai  there  may  be  something  still 
wanting  to  be  done  in  this  direction; 
and,  where  that  ia  the  case.  Her  Ma* 
j#«ly'8 1  Government  are  perfectly  ready 
and  prepared  to  encourage  and  facilitate 
a  wide  and  general  extension  of  the 
eyetem  of  allotments  throughout  the 
eoontvy.  Here,  again,  I  am  obliged  to 
charge  the  hon.  Member  not  only  with 
taaeeoraey,  but  with  what  appears  to 
ne  la  be  extreme  impatience  on  his  part ; 
beeaase,  before  he  had  heard  a  word  on 
the  sabjecl  of  the  proposals  which  might 
be  forthcoming  from  the  GoTomment, 
he  took  the  opportunity  of  subjecting 
them  t^  a  swtH^ping  condemnation. 
•'UUbe  lands!  What  is  the  use  of 
them?"  says  the  hon.  Member;  *'we 
t  no  glebe  lands ;  we  want  the  la- 
rera  tc>  be  perfectly  free.'*  Nothing 
wonid  satisfy  them  but  that  word  which 
is  of  so  much  blessing  and  comfort  to 
tho  right  bon.  (ientli*man  the  Member 
lor  Birmingham  —  that  blessed  word 
'* eompnlaion."  The  House  will  rtcil- 
leet  that  this  suggo^tion  to  facilitate 
the  sale  of  glebe  lands  was  among  tho 
most  protainent  of  the  propositions  put 
larwara  b^  Lord  Salisbury  in  the  great 
spaaah  whieh  he  made  at  Newport  during 
tM  eoaraa  of  tha  electotmi  oampaign.    1 


am  bound  to  say  that  when  I  read  that 
spooch  I  thought  at  tho  time  that  I 
ha<l  never  read  anything  more  happily 
do^tigned  than  his  pro|><)8al  to  moet  a 
doublo  object  greatly  in  need  of  atten« 
tion.  Every  one  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  agricultural 
situation  must  know  that  among  tho 
classes  who  have  suffered  from  ag^cul* 
tural  deprefwion  few  people  have  folt  it 
more,  or  have  suffered  from  it  so  much,  aa 
that  class  of  the  clergy  who  derive  their 
income  from  glebe  lands.  Their  difficul* 
ties  and  troublos  in  this  respect  are  in* 
creased  by  the  great  difficulty  of  selling 
globe  lands  under  the  law  as  it  exists  at 
present.  Tho  Government  recognise  that 
fact,  and  thoy  recognize  something  else 
besides,  and  that  is  that  there  ia  stilli 
perhaps  in  many  portions  of  the  coun* 
try,  a  lar^^e  uneati^fied  demand  for 
aHotmonts  at  fair  and  equitable  rents. 
Tho  import  a  nco  of  this  part  of  the  quea« 
tion  of  faimoss  of  rents  has  been  recog- 
nized in  all  previous  legislation,  which 
for  many  voara  has  dealt  with  this  ques- 
tion. It  was  only  I  think  in  1876  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Ilome  Department 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cros^)  passed  a  Bill 
called,  I  think,  the  Allotments  Exten- 
sion  Hill,  in  which  one  of  tho  main  pro* 
visions  was  that  the  allotmeata  for 
which  it  is  intended  to  provide  should 
be  held  at  fair  and  equitable  rents. 
That  is  a  doctrine  to  which  I  heartily 
Bubsoribo. 

Ma.  JESSE  C0LLING8 ;  What  Bill 
does  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  refer  to  f 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  sorry  to  aay 
that  I  am  speaking  from  memory. 

Mr.  JESSE  C()LL1NG8:  Does  the 
right  hon.  (tentleman  roferto  the  Allot* 
menu  Extension  Act  of  1 882  ? 

Mr.  OHAPUN  :  I  am  referring  to 
tho  Bill  pas8cd  by  the  pn»sent  Secretary 
of  Stati*  for  the  Home  Department  in  1 876. 
I  think  it  was  called  tho  Commons  Act ; 
but  I  have  f(>rgott4>n  the  name  of  the 
measure.  We  propose,  in  consequence, 
so  to  altor  the  existing  legislation  aa 
to  facilitate  the  sale  of  glebe  landa 
by  the  clergy  upon  terms  and  conditions 
which  will  bo  specially  di*signed  for  the 
bonetit  and  advantage  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourers  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
for  the  relief  of  the  clergy.  The  only 
limit  that  I  remember  in  this  direction 
in  tlie  spet-ch  which  Lord  Salisbury  made 
at  Newport  was  this— that  he  was  not 
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prepared  to  sanction  purchase  by  com* 
pulsion.  If  the  hon.  Member  for  Ips* 
wioh  knew  as  much  as  I  do  about  the 
condition  of  the  clergy  who  derive  their 
incomes  from  glebo  lands,  and  the  hard- 
ships they  suffer,  he  would  be  well 
aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  necessity  for  compulsion  in  this 
matter.  It  is  notorious  how  much  many 
of  them  have  suffered.  I  know  scores 
of  instances  myself.  I  have  known, 
over  and  over  again,  of  a  glebe  farm 
having  been  given  up  and  placed  on  the 
clergyman's  hands  in  such  a  foul  condi- 
tion that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  find 
a  tenant  to  take  it  again.  The  clergymen 
who  do  their  duty  in  their  parishes  can- 
not possibly  afford  the  time  to  superin- 
tend their  farms  in  such  a  manner  as  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  their  successful 
cultivation.  The  result  is  that  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  in  all  probability,  you 
will  find  that  the  clergymen  placed  in 
this  position  are  not  only  ready  and 
willing,  but  are  keenly  desirous  of  sell- 
ing that  which,  in  too  many  cases  of  late 
years,  has  proved  to  be  nothing  but 
an  incumbrance  to  them.  If  that  be 
done  you  will  find — and  this  is  my  an- 
swer to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich,  who  said  that  proposals 
of  this  kind  would  not  be  of  the  smallest 
use  whatever — in  a  great  number  of  the 
parishes  of  England  land  thrown  upon  the 
market  of  just  about  the  right  amount 
and  probably  j  ust  about  the  right  descrip- 
tion, and  situated  in  places  such  as  are 
requisite  and  most  suited  for  the  agri- 
cultural labourers  of  the  country.  There 
remains  for  me  nothing  to  deal  with 
but  the  question  of  small  holdings;  and, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  that 
subject.  The  House  will  have  per- 
ceived that  I  am  heartily  in  favour  of  a 
largo  extension  of  the  system  of  allot- 
ments. I  do  not  believe,  however  great 
that  extension  may  bo,  that  it  will  do 
anything  whatever  to  remove  the  effects 
of  agricultural  depression.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  likely  to  have  any  effect  of 
that  kind ;  but  I  do  think  that  it  will  do 
more  to  add  to  the  comforts  of  the  homes, 
and  to  improve  the  material  condition  of 
the  rural  population  of  this  country,  than 
anythinfi:  else  you  can  do  that  is  either 
practicable  or  i>ossiblo  at  the  pre.^ont 
time.  But  with  regard  to  a  large  creation 
of  small  holdings  by  the  action  of  the 
Legislature,  I  hold  a  totallj  different 
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opinion  altogether.  I  am  satisfied  that 
not  only  would  it  do  nothing  to  mitigate, 
but,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have  pre- 
cisely the  opposite  effect,  and  it  would 
only  tend  to  aggravate  and  increase  the 
agricultural  depression  of  which  we  all 
so  much  complain.  Something,  no  doubt, 
may  be  said  in  favour  of  small  tenancies; 
but  I  have  yet  to  learn  whether  by  small 
holdings,  as  a  general  rule,  small  ten* 
ancies  or  small  freeholds  are  meant  by 
the  author  of  this  Amendment.  I  admit 
that,  in  many  cases,  a  tenant  of  a  small 
farm,  holding  his  farm  under  favourable 
occupation,  has  probably  boon  able  to 
weather  the  storm  of  depression  as  well 
as,  and  possibly  better  than,  some  of 
his  neighbours  in  larger  occupations; 
but  the  small  tenancy  is  one  thing,  and 
the  small  freehold  is  another.  My  ex- 
perience is,  that  of  all  the  classes  who 
have  suffered  most  at  this  time  from  agri- 
cultural depression  the  small  freeholders 
of  the  country  have  been  the  worst.  I 
am  afraid,  however,  that  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Ipswich  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Birmingham 
differ  with  me  altogether  as  to  the  cause 
of  agricultural  depression  quite  as  much 
as  I  differ  from  them  as  to  the  remedy 
for  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Birmingham  has  put  his 
views  and  his  theories  very  distinctly  be- 
fore the  country ;  and  I  should  like  for 
a  moment  to  remind  the  House  of  what 
they  are.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  a  speech  at  Birmingham  on  the 
9th  of  November  last.  He  there  dis- 
closed to  the  country  what  were  his 
views  as  to  the  real  cause  of  the  agri- 
cultural depression  at  the  present  time. 
He  said  that  the  soil  of  the  country  was 
in  a  few  hands,  and  that  was  the  real, 
the  true,  and  permanent  cause  of  the 
depression  whicn  wo  all  regret.  His 
remedy  was  equally  simple.  It  was  not 
to  return  to  a  protective  tariff,  in  order  to 
keep  UD  the  rents  of  the  landlords.  No, 
Sir,  I  should  think  not.  Any  man  who 
mado  that  proposition  in  these  days  for 
that  nurpose  would  be  simply  mad,  and 
woula  certainly  be  called  so.  But  it  is 
to  be  found,  he  says,  in  a  radical  reform 
of  the  Land  Laws  of  this  country.  I  wish 
to  make  two  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  first  of  them  is  this.  It  is 
an  entire  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
Tory  Party  and  Gentlemen  on  this  side 
of  the  House  generally  are  in  any  degree 
whatever  opposed  to  a  large  ~ 
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of  Und  among  the  people  of  this  coan- 
try.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  one 
thiol?,  speaking  for  myself,  that  I  do- 
sin«  at  the  present  moment  more  than 
anvthiog  else  in  tho  world.  And  that  is 
a  doctrine  which  I  hare  preached  for 
\  i-ats  pa»t  both  in  this  House  and  out 
of  it.  Thero  are  many  reafons  why  I 
»hootd  think  tliii  dehirablo  to  bo  done; 
bat  I  will  content  mynelf  with  giving 
one  t4>.night  to  lion.  Gontlemon  oppo- 
>ite,  which  will  be  a  guaranteo  of  tho 
O'mpleto  8tnr«'rity  of  uiy  convictions  on 
tiiif  point.  I  wihh  to  st'O  a  lari^o  addi- 
tion to  the  owners  of  land  in  this  coun- 
try, lM*i*au«e  land  is  n(»  Ioniser  tho  same 
^if«  kind  of  pro|)erty  that  it  used  to  be. 
LmmghUrA  That  is  not  my  only  rea- 
•^n ;  I  saia  that  there  were  many  ;  but 
it  is  the  one  n*n«on  which  I  said  I 
would  give  as  a  ^uaraiitic*  of  my  perfect 
sincerity.  It  is  not  mous  that,  day  after 
day,  attacks  of  all  eorts  arc*  being  made 
na  landed  pn>perty  at  the  present  time 
from  all  kinds  of  quarters  of  the  world, 
any  one  of  which,  or  most  of  which, 
if  carried  out,  would  be  most  in* 
jurioas,  not  only  to  the  land  itself,  in 
my  opinion,  but  to  those  who  are  un- 
happily the  owners  of  it.  And  a  Isrge 
inctvati*  in  the  numbor  of  owners  of  land 
socH  as  I  desire  is,  I  think,  the  surest 
and  perhaps  the  only  safeguard  against 
the  i^^atory  instincts  of  a  da^^s  who9«^ 
Nicialistic  schemes  have  found  such 
powerful  exponents  in  thf'se  days,  and 
which  are  to  admirably  represented  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  and  the 
right  hon.  ilentlcman  oppoAite.  The 
sM-oad  obnenration  I  wish  to  make  is 
this — I  quite  admit  that  there  may  be, 
and  I  acknowledge  that  there  are,  de- 
ft^ t«  in  the  existing  Land  Laws ;  and, 
where  that  is  the  case,  there  is  no  per- 
son in  this  House  who  is  prepared  to  go 
further  in  the  direction  of  wise  and 
judicion*  reform  than  mvM*lf.  Hut,  in 
my  opinion,  it  it  perfect ly  idle  and 
ludimiut  on  the  part  of  the  LihcrsK  or 
any  otb««r  fM^rson—I  ho|)o  tho  right  hon. 
(trntl4*man  will  e\cuM>  me  for  Miyin)^  so 
— to  a«««*rt  that  they  are  tho  cause  of 
the  exi»ting  depression.  What  are  th«» 
facta?  As  everyone  knows,  some  10 or 
VI  J9mt%  ago  we  reached  a  general 
flitch  ol  agricttltural  prosperity  in  this 
oonntry,  anch  an  was  not  known  to  have 
been  approached  by  any  other  country 
in  the  world.  Nor  was  that  proeperi^ 
ean(lme<l  to  agrkolture   alone.    I  re- 


member the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone) making  a  remarkable  specMsh 
about  that  period^  which  attracted  great 
attention  at  tho  time ;  and  in  it  ho  de- 
scribed the  general  prosperity  of  tho 
country  as  being  so  great  as  posit ivuly 
t'>  be  increaning  **  by  leaps  and  bounds." 
And  no  doubt  he  was  acTurato  in  the 
statement  he  thon  made.  Hut,  in  the 
face  of  such  a  htntomeut  as  that,  am  I 
not  strictly  justifjed  in  saying  that  it  is 
worHB  than  idle  and  ludicrous  —  it  is 
mischievous  in  tho  extreme — for  Gi»u- 
tlemen  in  the  position  of  the  right  lion. 
Member  for  Birmingham  to  go  about  the 
country  denouuciog  tho  very  laws  and 
tho  very  same  conditions  und(*r  which  the 
summit  of  agricultural  prosperity  was 
reachid  as  tho  sole  and  only  cause  of 
agricultural  depression  at  the  present 
time?  If  the  House  will  give  mo 
its  attention  a  moment  longer  I 
can  also  show  them  that  if  the  pro- 
posals of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  were  adopted  they  would 
inevitably  lend  in  the  course  of  time  to 
tho  Tory  thing  that  he  abhors->namely, 
the  re- imposition  of  protective  tariffs. 
How  did  ho  support  his  cafie  on  that 
occasion?  He  referred  to  Franco  as  an 
illustration  of  the  advantages  of  small 
holdings,  and  contraftted  the  number  of 
owners  of  land  in  Franco  with  tho  num« 
ber  in  England.  IJo  said  that  you  haTO 
6,000,000  owners  of  land  at  present 
in  France,  and  that  5,000,000  of  them 
own  less  than  10  acres.  **That  is  the 
condition,"  he  said,  *'  which  I  wish  to 
bring  about  in  England. "  Why  did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  conceal  from 
hia  Birmingham  audience  this  very 
importont  fact  —  that  those  5,000,000 
small  proprietors  in  Franco  had  nsTor 
been  able  to  exist  without  a  system  of 
protection ;  and  that  so  extreme  is  their 
position  that  only  within  the  last  few 
months  the  protective  duties  in  France 
hare  been  raised  to  such  an  extent,  as  I 
have  been  informed  within  the  la«it  few 
days — though  I  do  not  vouch  for  the 
ac<*uracy  of  the  information — that  the 
price  of  bread  in  home  of  the  towns 
of  France  has  riH4»n  to  pearly  U.  a 
loaf.  [Wf.  J.  CiiAUDKHLAiN  t  The  duty 
on  wheat  is  5f.  a  quarter.]  I  am 
persuaded  that  that  would  be  tho  in- 
evitable result  in  this  country  from  the 
adoption  of  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman's 
view.    The  withholding  of  this  impor- 
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tant  fact  from  .his  hearers  at  Birming- 
ham is  a  specimen  of  the  candour  and 
fairness  with  which  he  has  dealt  with 
this  whole  question  of  land.  I  can  only 
suppose  that  he  knew  the  people  he  was 
addressing  pretty  well,  and  thought 
that  any  thin  f^  was  good  enough  for  an 
audience  at  Birmingham,  who  probably 
were  more  prejudiced  and  even  less  well 
informed  on  this  subject  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  apparently  was. 
In  making  these  obsorrations  I  have  no 
desire  whatever  to  say  anything  that 
should  be  offensive  to  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
took  so  prominent  a  position  on  this 
question  and  mode  lo  many  speeches  on 
it  in  the  Bccess,  containing  so  many  ex- 
traordinary statements,  that  it  is  im- 
possible, on  this  occasion,  not  to  call 
attention  to  them.  Here  is  another. 
Speaking  at  Hull,  on  August  5,  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said — 

"  Now,  I  go  on  to  the  reform  of  the  T^and 
Law.  It  lies  at  the  root  of  tho  whole  matter. 
Agricoltaro  is  the  greatest  of  all  our  induatric>s. 
When  it  is  deprvased  all  the  others  follow 
roit." 

That  is  quite  true,  and  I  agree  with  it. 
Then  he  went  on  to  describe  the  enor- 
mous market,  the  great  gain  that  would 
be  produced  to  our  manufacturing  in- 
terests if  by  any  moans  a  revival  of 
prosperity  could  be  secured  to  agri- 
culture. Again  I  agree  with  him.  I 
remember  that  some  years  ago,  in  some 
of  his  writings,  Mr.  Giffen  made  a  state- 
ment on  this  subject  that  struck  mo  as 
truly  remarkable.  I  know  not  how  far 
it  was  accurate ;  but  he  is  admittedly  a 
great  authority.  It  was  as  to  the  value 
of  the  home  market — and  agriculture 
was  tho  main  element  in  the  home  mar- 
ket as  a  purchasing  power  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country — and  he  com- 
puted its  purchasing  power  to  the  manu- 
facturers to  be  eight  times  as  groat 
as  that  of  all  the  other  markets  in  the 
world.  Well,  in  order  to  accompIi^h 
that  great  purpose  this  is  what  is 
going  to  happen  according  to  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  says  the  land  must 
bo  held  so  as  to  give  the  largest  amount 
of  employment  to  the  greatest  i>of  sible 
number  of  people,  and  so  as  to  get  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  produce  from 
Uie  soiL  I  can  tell  him  how  to  do 
it.  Let  him  take  or  buy  a  good-sized 
arable  farm — I  can  easily  aoeommodate 
him  with  one  at  this  monMQt^et  him 


trench  it^that  is  to  say,  dig  it,  instead 
of  ploughing  it — let  him  manure  it 
highly,  and  then  grow  wheat  upon  it. 
In  that  way  he  would  be  strictly 
fulfilling  all  the  conditions  that  he 
desired  to  lay  down  in  his  own 
words.  The  general  result  he  will  find 
to  be  this — that  he  has  employed  an  in- 
credible amount  of  labour—in  his  own 
words,  he  would  employ  the  greatest 
possible  number  of  persons;  he  would 
grow  a  most  extraordinary  crop,  I  know 
not  how  many  quarters  to  the  acre;  and 
at  tho  end  of  the  process  he  would  have 
an  incredible  largo  balance  at  the  bank 
against  him,  and  he  would  be  extremely 
lucky  if  he  did  not  find  himself  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Court.  Well,  these  were  the 
propositions  seriously  put  forward  by 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman.  ['*  No,  no !  "1 
What  is  the  use  of  saying  No!  no! 
I  have  quoted  his  own  words.  They 
have  never  been  contradicted  by  him, 
and  he  cannot  deny  them.  I  say  that 
these  were  the  propositions  seriously 
put  forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  the  country  to  insure  the  prosperity 
of  agriculture.  It  would  be  about  as 
wise — that  is  to  say,  it  would  not  be  one 
whit  more  foolish — for  him  to  go  to  the 
manufacturers  of  this  country  and  tell 
them  to  banish  all  their  machinery  and 
all  the  improrements  that  science  has 
effected  for  them,  to  go  back  to  the 
hand  looms  and  the  spinning  wheels  of 
their  ancestors,  and  then  go  forth  and 
endeavour  to  compete  successfully  in  all 
tlio  foreign  markets  of  the  world  with 
(he  other  nations  who  are  already  em- 
barrassing you  to  seriously.  I  ask,  what 
is  there  in  the  experience  or  the  infor- 
mation of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
and  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Birming- 
ham to  show  that  they  have  any  reason- 
able ground  to  expect  a  g^at  agricul- 
tural success  from  turning  the  farms  of 
this  country— as  I  understand  they  de- 
sire to  do — into  a  number  of  small  free- 
holds or  small  holdings?  I  remember 
that  when  the  Agricultural  Commission 
was  sitting  we  thought  it  part  of  oor 
duty  to  make  a  most  close  and  careful 
inquiry  into  the  whole  of  the  question. 
Don.  Members  opposite  never  lose  an 
opportunity  of  having  a  slap  at  that 
Commission  and  saying  how  wovihleas  it 
was,  and  how  much  of  the  public  money 
was  wasted  on  it;  but  if  they  will  take 
the  trouble  to  study  some  small  povtion 
of  the  maae  of  Taluable  inforouitioo  oon- 
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tAiiMd  in  tU  Baport  they  would  possess 
a  great  deal  more  knowledge  on  some 
onutche^  of  the  subioct  than  they  now 
»how.  It  was  our  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  results  of  this  sjstom,  not  only  at 
homo  but  abroad ;  and  if  I  am  not 
vearyio;^  the  IIou-ho  at  too  great  length 
I  should  like  to  givo  in  a  few  words 
•-  »me  of  the  renults  of  that  information. 
And  I  a«k  the  attention  of  the  House 
t»««caase  it  is  really  a  matter  of  enormous 
;  uportance.  We  sent  Commissioners  to 
iCu**ia  and  to  Fraooo. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE:  Question! 

Ur.  CUAPLIN  :  What  does  the  right 
Lon.  Gentleman  say  ? 

Ma.  GL.VI)STOXE:   I  said  ''Ques- 


• »» 


tiun 

Mjl  CHAPLIN :  That  is  the  question. 
Tlio  question  I  am  dealing  with  is  an 
Amoodmoot  in  which  Her  Mujosty^s 
<  f  oTerament  are  coudumncd  for  not  iutro* 
ducing  |»ri>yision8  into  the  Queen's  Speech 
f  r  providing  small  holdings  for  tho  be- 
bfht  of  agricultural  iaboururs.  I  am  en- 
d«*aTouring  to  show  how  completely  tho 
systsm  of  small  holdings  has  foilea  not 
tfoly  in  this  country,  but  in  other  coun* 
trifs,  and  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
the  aasarance  to  iuterrupt  mo  bv  crying 
**  Qoastion !  '*  I  am  not  to  be  tnwarted 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  shall 
make  my  refcrenoes  to  this  Koport»  even 
though  I  may  not  havo  done  so  but  for 
the  rtKht  hoa.  Gentleman's  interruption. 
What  is  the  case  in  France?  Wo  sent 
a  man  of  groat  ability  and  who  was 
well  Tirsed  in  this  subjeot  to  France, 
and  in  his  Beport  he  says — 

*'TIm  ff^Muit  propriHor  exist*  rmther  tluin 
bf««  .  b«  rMvIr  ciaU  mtmU  hi»  drink  in  a  wine 
vMUirj  U  Buj*  from  VAter  poured  over  the 
hlnmdf  i^t-eeed  grmpce.** 

And,  again,  he  says— 

••Th'lr  wirei  beconu*  prcnutorDly  old  from 
M4  Ubomr,   and  bent  from  cerrring  heerj 


What  is  the  information  that  wo  obtain 
from  Ru%4ta  ?  A  remarkable  article  ap> 
|Hgu««l  in  TV  Qn4rUrly  Rsrute  in  1881, 
aad  which.  I  believe,  has  never  bo«u 
c  >ntradi(.t<^d,  in  which  the  following 
paragraph  appeared :  — 


"ll  M  MTo«d  CO  ftll  ■id'V  that  compUU 
UUare  hmm  bc«n  the  n-«alt  of  the  esp^^nnfol* 
m%de  la  KoeetA  ia  1S^*1  and  suliMH|uently  by 
•tisoietinif  the  c^mTonaao  uf  the  largo  ostatce 
lato  naU 


»t 


Is  aot  thai  the  qoeation  ? 


**  From  one  end  of  tho  ooantry  to  the  othf-r 
tho  pcamnt  pn>})riotor«  are  in  a  atato  of  toini* 
•Ur ratten  ;  while  in  ■<«rera1  of  the  othor  Baltic 
ProTincea,  ooce  the  nchctt  in  agnctUtunl  pro* 
duco,  etarTaUon  haa  aaaamed  the  form  of  wide* 
spread  famine,  which  tho  (toTornmont  ie  en- 
)?agcd  in  aUeriating  bj  conaiderable  granta  of 
money.'* 

8o  I  might  go  on  reading  evidence  to 
support  my  contention  that  peasant  pro* 
prietary  has  been  a  failure,  [''rfo, 
no!*'  An  hon.  Member:  Stourton.] 
Yes,  I  will  take  Stourton ;  for  I  know 
something  of  it,  and  was  several  years 
ogo,  in  happier  days,  in  the  habit  of 
hunting  in  that  oountiy,  and  I  am  ready 
to  admit  that,  to  a  certain  oztent,  the 
system  at  Stourton  has  succeeded.  And 
why  has  it  succeeded  there  ?  It  is  be* 
cause  the  population  of  tho  Tillage  are 
people  who  do  not  look  for  their  liveli* 
hood  to  their  freeholds ;  they  are  en- 
gaged in  trades  of  various  lunds,  and 
their  holdings,  unless  my  memory  has 
deceived  me,  ore  in  the  nature,  not  of 
small  holdings,  but  of  allotments,  of 
which  I  have  spoken  in  terms  of  so 
much  praise.  Let  me  say  one  word 
about  the  large  number  of  freeholders 
who  have  existed,  and  who  do  exist,  in 
several  paits  of  the  county  which  I  re- 
present. In  the  Isle  of  Axholme  and 
along  the  coasts  of  Ijincolushire  large 
tracts  of  country,  which  were  formerly 
great  estates,  have  all  been  broken  up, 
and  are  populated  entirely  by  people  of 
this  deftcription.  I  have  Tisited  many 
of  them.  I  have  walked  over  their 
farms.  I  have  conversed  with  hundreds 
of  them.  I  know  something,  from  my 
own  observation,  of  their  condition  and 
their  lot ;  and  I  have  not  the  smallest 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  great  as  have 
been  the  sufferings  of  many  classes  con* 
nocted  with  agriculture  during  the  last 
few  Tears,  they  will  not  compare,  for  a 
single  moment,  with  the  hardships  of 
the  lot  which  has  been  borne — borne 
unflinchingly  and  in  tho  braTest  manner 
— by  tlie  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Lincolnshire.  From  all  the  experience 
I  have  had,  however  muoh  I  might  de« 
aire  it  in  my  own  interests,  I  should  be 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  conGdeuoe  of 
the  Uouse  of  Commons,  or  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  did  I  pretend  to  be- 
lieve, for  a  single  moment,  that  thecrea* 
tiun  of  small  holdings  in  great  dis- 
tricts throughout  the  country  would  have 
the  smallest  effect  in  remedying  the 
agricultural  depression  we  are  now  aof* 
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^ring  from.  I  have  nothing  more  to 
Bay  upon  that  head,  and  I  thank  the 
House  for  the  patience  with  which  it 
has  listened  to  me  ;  but  I  should  like  to 
Bay  one  word  upon  the  position  of  the 
county  Members  who  have  been  warned 
by  the  hon.  Member  opposite  of  the 
dangers  which  they  incur  by  their  pre- 
Bont  action.  We  laugh  at  those  threats. 
We  do  not  believe  in  the  danger  which 
they  f orbodo  for  a  moment.  I  speak  not 
only  as  a  Member  of  the  GoTornment» 
but  as  a  county  ^f  ember,  as  a  country 
gentleman ;  and  I  would  say  for  myself 
and  for  them  that  this  is  a  question 
which  we  feel  to  bo  of  peculiar  in- 
terest for  ourselves.  We  claim,  Sir,  that 
we  have  some  practical  knowledge  and 
experience  of  this  question.  Wo  live 
upon  the  same  estates  as  those  people 
wnom  the  hon.  Member  desires  to  be- 
friend ;  we  dwell  among  thom,  and  to 
many  of  them  we  are  personally  known. 
I  have  always  thought  that  it  is  one  of 
the  happiest  incidents  of  English  country 
life  that  you  will  find  on  many  an  e^ttato, 
for  generation  after  generation,  pe(>i)le 
and  landlords  dwelling  together,  whoso 
families  have  existed  on  the  same  soil 
for  generations  past.  The  sentiments 
and  the  feelings  that  have  been  en- 
gendered by  relations  of  this  kind  be- 
tween tliem  have  not  died  away  in  Eng- 
land, and,  please  God,  thoy  will  never 
do  so;  and  we,  the  landlord^,  are 
prompted  in  our  actions  and  views  upon 
this  question  by  feelings  of  regard,  as 
well  as  by  feelings  of  duty,  to  deal 
liberally,  generously,  and  jusUy  towards 
the  people  of  this  country.  In  fine,  I 
claim  this,  at  least ~ that  we  know  as 
much  of  the  condition  of  the  people  as 
those  who  now  come  forward  on  their 
behalf;  and  that  wo  are  ready  to  meet 
and  to  recognize  the  just  requirements 
of  the  rural  agricultural  population  of 
thiB  country  quite  as  much  as,  and 
possibly  more  effectually  than,  any 
Alderman  of  Birmingham,  or  any 
member  of  the  Caucus,  however  distin- 
guished ho  may  be  as  a  politician  and 
a  statesman  in  this  House.  I  have  done. 
I  have  endeavoured,  as  clearly  as  I  oould, 
to  put  the  views  of  the  Government 
npon  this  question  before  the  House.  I 
have  shown  that  there  is  no  monopoly 
whatever  possessed  by  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Members  opposite  of  the  desire  to 
deal  out  full  justice  to  the  a^cnltaral 
labourers  of  this  country  in  tUs  retpaet. 

Mr.  ChmpUm 


I  hav6  made  it  clear  that  we  yield  to 
none  in  the  importance  we  attach  to 
a  wide  and  general  exteuBion  of  the 
system  of  allotments  throughout  the 
country  at  fair  and  equitable  rents, 
where  it  does  not  happen  to  prevail  al* 
ready.  Those  are  the  views  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  upon  this  question, 
and  I  believe  that  they  are  the  views 
of  the  Conservative  Party  as  a  whole ; 
and  being  what  they  are,  we  are  met 
by  hon.  Members  opposite,  before 
thoy  have  over  seen  our  measures,  be« 
fore  they  can  possibly  be  aware  of  what 
they  contain,  before  they  have  heard 
the  views  upon  the  subject  of  any  one 
single  Member  of  the  Government,  with 
a  Motion  which  is  simply  a  direct  Vote 
of  Censure  on  the  Government  in  re- 
ference to  this  question.  That  is  a 
matter,  of  course,  for  the  House  of 
Commons,  by  its  verdict,  to  decide ;  the 
issue  rests  with  them,  and  not  in  any 
way  with  us.  But,  speaking  for  myself 
and  the  Government,  1  say,  emphatically, 
**Xo"  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member ;  and  if  we  should  be  defeated, 
then  let  others  prepare  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  heritage  which  we  received 
from  our  Predecessors,  and  which  we 
can  assure  them  that  nothing  but  aa 
overwhelming  sense  of  duty,  when  we 
had  the  opportunity  of  abandoning  it, 
would  ever  have  induced  us  for  a  single 
moment  to  retain. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  In  the  closing 
sentences  of  his  speech  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  rose  to  truly  an  heroic  strain, 
and  warned  us  of  the  consequences  to  be 
expected  in  the  event  of  oar  canying 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend.  Upon 
that  subject  I  shall  not  enter.  I  shall 
always  assume,  until  I  know  to  the  con- 
trary, that  hon.  Gentlemen  give  their 
votes  with  deliberate  consideration  of 
the  matters  before  them,  and  that  they 
are  prepared  to  take  the  consequences 
of  their  vote^.  But  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— if  he  will  permit  me  to  say  so, 
if  it  does  not  indicate  too  mnoh  assuranoe 
on  my  part — has  taken  an  extraordinary 
course  on  the  present  occasion.  Having 
been  put  up  in  the  interests  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  make  a  defensive  speech 
against  my  hon.  Friend's  Motion,  he  has 
made  a  speech  critical  and  offensiva— I 
use  (he  term  as  opposed  to  defensive— 
and  has  found  time  and  space  largely  to 
descant  upon  agicultural  depression  and 
the  speedies  of  my  right  non.  Briead 
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lingfaam  (Mr.  Ohain- 
b«rlain\  with  regard  to  which  no  issue 
i«  raised  by  the  Motion  of  tny  hon. 
Friend.  I  woald  renturo  to  pass  by 
thxMo  subjecU  altofcether,  and  to  ask 
whst  are  tho  roawins*  npon  tho  merits 
of  the  rase,  which  the  right  bon.  Qon* 
tleman  has  givcm  us  to  induce  us  to  rote 
aipunst  the  Motion  of  my  bon.  Friend. 
He  ea^s  that  the  Amendment  was  pro- 
posed in  spooch  of  very  slight  argument 
and  of  an  eitremoly  concise  character. 
I  will  not  say  that  it  has  been  opposed 
in  a  speech  of  a  character  that  can  be 
described  as  peculiarly  concise.  But  the 
right  hon.  <^ntloman  went  so  far  as  to 
aocttse  my  hon.  Friend  of  being  inaccu- 
rate, onreasonable,  and  inexact.  Now, 
Sir»  I  hold  that  mj  hon.  Friend  was  not 
inacrurate,  but  that  his  inaccuracy  was 
•imply  this — that  my  hon.  Friend  has 
declined  to  nvogDizo  the  Commission  of 
Inquiry  into  the  depression  that  exists 
as  a  measure  of  present  relief.  If  this 
hsd  been  the  proper  placo  and  time  for 
diteussing  that  Commission  my  hon. 
Frif^d  might  hare  gone  a  great  deal 
farther,  and  not  only  declined  to  recog. 
aiie  the  dmmission  in  that  character, 
bnt  hare  said  a  great  deal  more  on  the 
sQbj««ct  of  the  Commission  which,  no 
doubt,  on  a  proper  o<*casion  will  be  said 
in  this  Hou«v  Hut  my  hon.  Friond,  I 
hold,  is  perfe'  tly  accurate ;  and  it  is  im- 
p-»^ib1e  io  disguise  the  fact  that  tho 
point  of  his  Moticm  is  not  tho  general 
depreesion  of  trade  or  agriculture,  but 
i«  the  duty  which  my  hon.  Friend  thinks 
to  be  incumbent  upon  the  CroTcmment 
and  the  Houso,  and  tho  aniurances 
which  he  thinks  it  right  to  give  tho 
s^rtiltnral  labourer  reepo<'ting  that 
duty  as  to  adopting  spK^ial  measures  in 
the  rural  districts  to  obtain  allotments 
and  small  holdings  on  equitable  terms 
as  to  rent  and  security  of  t<>nur«*.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  very* dt*(imve 
trrma  eondomns  the  syMtom  of  small 
frr^holds.  Hut  his  ol»jeoti(m  is  totally 
irreUTant  to  th<*  Motion,  for  there  is 
n<«ching  tn  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  FnVnd 
which  points  to  small  freeholds.  It  is  a 
Motion  which  points  to  obtaining  allot- 
mesta  on  equitable  terms  as  to  rent  and 
seconty  of  tennrv.  There  is  plenty  of 
security  of  tennre  with  freehold.  That 
waa,  toerefSmre,  an  entirely  irrelerant 
argament.  I  waa  Tery  sorry  to  hear  the 
right  boa.  (Gentleman  condemn  the  sys- 
of   the   amall   proprietary   dim, 


though  that,  like  almoet  everything  else 
in  his  speech,  was  irrelerant  to  the  issue 
before  us.  I  regret  to  hear  him  utter 
that  condemnation,  though  my  belief  is 
that  if  we  were  able  to  argue  the  matter 
a  totally  different  colour  would  be  giren 
to  it.  The  right  hon.  Gontleronu  will, 
perhaps,  allow  me  to  say  this^that  be« 
tween  the  periods  immediately  suoceed- 
ing  the  Peace  of  1815  and  the  year  1867, 
when  I  myself  had  in  Paris  intercourse 
with  the  g^atest  economists  of  that 
country,  the  increase  in  the  taxable  agri- 
cultural valuoof  Franco  in  that  period  waa 
▼ery  considerable,  and  greater  than  the 
corresponding  increase  in  the  same  period 
in  the  throe  Kingdoms  under  the  rule  of 
Her  Majesty.  In  face  of  facts  of  that 
kind — facts  which  cannot  be  shaken — the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  be  slow  in 
condemning  the  srstem  of  small  hold- 
ings. I  will  not  allow  myself  to  disousa 
these  questions;  but  I  will  come  to  the 
subject  before  us,  and  keep  to  it  in  the 
strictest  sense.  What  has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  offered  us  by  way  of  remedy 
for  the  existing  distress?  He  haa 
glanced  at  a  protectire  tariff;  but  he 
has  carefully  stated  to  the  House  that 
ho  would  not  propose,  or,  at  any  rate,  is 
not  prepared  to  support,  a  proteotive 
tariff  which  shall  have  for  ita  aim 
the  increase  of  landlords'  rent;  but 
whilo  he  is  so  serere  on  the  speeches  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham, 
and  is  so  severe  on  tho  proprietary  sys- 
tem in  France,  he  haa  not  said  one  single 
word  in  condemnation  of  a  protective 
tariff  generally. 

Ma.  CHAPLIN :  I  said  the  present 
Cabinet  has  given  no  indication  of  any 
inclination  of  that  kind. 

Ma.  (HADSTONK:  Tho  right  hon« 
Gentleman  says  that  the  present  Cabinet 
has  Lo  inclination  of  that  kind.  I  be- 
li«*?o  that  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
not  a  Member  of  tho  present  Cabinet, 
although  tho  Treasury  Bench  is  graced 
by  his  pro^nce.  But  if  tho  answer 
which  he  has  now  given  to  me  is  meant 
for  a  de6nite  anawer,  then,  whether  the 
present  Cabinet  has  that  inclination  or 
not,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  per- 
fectly froe  to  entertain  it.  The  nghl 
hon.  Gentleman  oomplaina  very  much 
that  wo  will  not  wait  to  hear  hia  mea- 
surea.  What  measures  haa  he  proposed 
for  the  beneBt  of  the  labouring  man  f 
A  readjustment  of  local  burdena.  8ir, 
a  g;teat  re-adjnatmant  of  local  botdeoa 
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is  wanted ;  but  not  in  the  way  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  is  not 
a  re*adjustment  which  is  to  take  charges 
ofT  the  rates  in  order  to  lay  them  upon  a 
fund  supported  and  supplied  by  the  la- 
bour of  the  country  in  a  far  greater  pro- 
portion than  the  rate  fund  is  supplied  ; 
the  re* adjustment  that  is  wanted  is  the 
settlement  of  accounts  with  the  landed 
interest,  which  for  many  years  past  has 
recommended  and  obtained  these  trans- 
fers from  the  rates  to  the  Coneolidatcd 
Fund,  erery  shilling  of  which,  in  the  rural 
districts,  will  ultimately  go  to  nothing 
but  to  increase  the  rent.  \Ve  are  under 
no  obligation  to  wait  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  us  his  measures, 
unless  he  assures  us  that  his  re- adjust- 
ment of  local  burdens  is  to  be  founded 
on  principles  altogether  difTerent  from 
those  upon  which  they  hare  hitherto 
been  based.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
glanced  at  other  measures  which  were 
to  meet  this  case.  I  was  astonished,  Sir, 
when  I  heard  him  gravely  propose  this 
measure  for  selling  glebe  land  as  any- 
thing approaehing  a  remedy,  or  an  ex- 
pedient for  a  remedy,  for  the  general 
condition  of  the  agricultural  labourer. 
Why,  Sir,  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
ti^)x%  hon.  Gentleman  that  there  are  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  clergy  who  have  the 
misfortune  to  hold  glebo  farms,  and  no 
doubt  that  portion  has  suffered  ex- 
tremely ;  and  it  may  be  a  great  object 
with  them  to  sell  their  globe  lands.  I 
am  afraid  this  is  a  very  bad  time  for 
the  purpose,  though  I  quite  admit  that 
good  may  come  out  of  it.  No  doubt 
some  queations  may  arise  with  the  per- 
sons to  whom  they  are  sold  as  to  the 
conditions  which  may  be  imposed  upon 
the  sale.  But  what  I  wish  to  point  out 
ia,  that  to  speak  of  dealing  with  glebe 
lands  as  a  general  remedy  for  the  con- 
dition of  the  agricultural  labourer  is 
preposterous.  What  is  the  number  of 
parishes  in  the  country  having  glebe 
land,  I  should  like  to  know  ?  I  know 
something  of  the  ecclesiai»tical  endow- 
mvoU  in  this  country ;  and  I  very 
groutly  douht  whether  there  are  more 
than  200  or  3O0  out  of  11.0.0  parif^hes 
in  this  country  that  have  glebe  farms* 
[Crmof  ••Oh,  oh!  "J  I  will  only  say 
that,  while  I  have  great  doubts  whether 
there  are  more,  I  have  great  oou6denee 
that  there  are  not  600  with  globe  farms. 
You  toll  me  that  there  are  other  pieces 
of  glebe.     Certainljr,  there  are  small 
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meadows  and  pieces  of  pasture.  But 
are  the  clergy  willing  and  desirous  of 
parting  with  theee  ?  Not  at  all ;  they 
are  eminently  convenient  in  most  places. 
Where  are  the  vicarages  ?  Do  not  the 
vicarages  of  this  country  include  largo 
portions  of  the  rural  population — are  they 
not  numbered  by  thousands?  Whore 
are  the  glebes  ?  They  form  part  of  the 
rectorial  endowment,  and  that  is  quite 
enough  condemnation  of  such  a  pro- 
posal. 

Mr.  R.  n.  PAGET:  No;  there  are 
vicarial  globes  as  well. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  In  aocidenUl 
cases,  certainly,  where  they  have  been  ac- 
quired under  special  arrangements ;  but 
the  vicar  was  essontially  dependent  upon 
the  small  tithes;  and  the  basis  of  the 
vicarage  was  such  that  there  is  nothing 
like  glebe  land  attached  to  it.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is,  as  I  have  said,  prepos- 
terous to  put  forward  this  proposal 
about  glebo  land,  which  is  altogether 
partial  and  accidental  in  the  mode  of 
its  dispersion  over  the  country,  as  a 
means  of  remedying  tho  condition  of 
the  aj^ricultural  labourer.  Tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman  eays  these  farms  are  in 
the  right  position.  ILow  does  he  know 
that  ? 

Mr.  CUAPLIN  :  Many  of  them. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Some  of  them 
are,  I  have  no  doubt,  and  others  are  far 
away,  not  within  the  limit  of  half-a-milo 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  allows 
for  his  boundary.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has,  I  will  admit,  boon  large  in 
his  praise  of  allotments.  He  says  they 
are  excellent  things.  Does  he  really 
rely  on  the  estimate  of  the  number  of 
allotments  he  gives  us  on  the  authority, 
I  think,  of  Major  Craigie,  and  sav  there 
are  about  500,000  allotments  ?  Is  there 
a  (fovomment  Ketum  to  that  effect?  Is 
it  a  Government  Botum,  or  is  it  tho  opi- 
nion not  of  tho  right  hon.  GentlemoQi 
but  of  Majur  Craigie? 

Ma.  CUArLIN  :  A  Government  Be- 
turn  taken  in  1873. 

Mr.  (iLADSTONE:  These  allot menU 
have  been  counted  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Yes;  counted. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  rery  scep- 
tical as  to  whether  tho  allotments  of  this 
country  have  been  counted  and  tabled  in 
a  lieturn.  But  I  cannot  say  that  allot- 
ments perfectly  meet  this  case.  In  the 
first  place,  an  allotment  is  really  what  a 
cottage  garden  ought  to  be.    It  is  in 
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tk»  nature  of  a  cottage  garden ;  but  it  is 
•  Ttry  imperfect  oottage  garden.  Eiactly 
•o;  but  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  said  one  word  about  cottage  gardens. 
A  cottage  garden  of  adequate  size  would 
be  a  far  greater  boon  to  the  agricultural 
labourer  than  an  allotment.  The  right 
hoQ.  Gentleman  simply  tells  us  that 
there  are  about  500,000  of  these  allot- 
nents,  and  that  to  the  extension  of  these 
allotmonta  the  Qoreniment  are  eztremolj 
iriendlj.  In  what  waj  ?  To  their  ex» 
tension  by  roluntary  operation  ;  and  not 
oalj  does  he  utterly  condemn  and  pro- 
arntM  any  application  of  compulsion 
under  any  form,  howerer  equitable,  but 
he  has  no  proiioeition  in  any  way  to 
bring  public  assistance  to  bear  for  the 
increase  of  these  allotments.  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  there  is  another  question 
entirely  Tttal  to  the  agricultural  labourer 
and  lying  at  the  root  of  this  subject.  It 
is  not  equally  applicable,  I  f^nt,  in  all 
parts  of  the  country ;  but  it  is  not  so 
much  as  touched  in  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  cond(«mns 
small  holdings  on  the  one  side,  and  ap- 
proTce  of  allotments  on  the  other ;  but 
IS  there  nothing  between  what  ho  terms 
small  holdings  and  allotments  ?  Is  there 
no  SQch  thing  in  any  part  of  this  country 
as  pasture  for  a  cow  ?  Is  there  any  ques- 
ti<m  more  important  either  for  the  nhysi- 
ral  or  moral  welfare  of  the  population 
than  an  increase  in  the  supply  of  milk  ? 
I  Iteliere  that  there  is  nothing  more  im- 
portant for  the  welfare  of  the  farmer, 
Bolhingmore  important  for  the  labourer 
for  his  bealth  and  strensth  and  for  the 
health  of  his  children.  Ihnow  that  Scot- 
land i%  suffering  grievously  at  this  mo- 
ment fr(»m  the  enormounly  augmented 
diAcnlties  of  obtaining  adequate  sup- 
plies of  milk.  Tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ooee  not  throw  out  any  hope  or  eitend 
the  small<<^t  grain  of  his  sympathy  to 
this  question ;  although  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipnwich  contemplates 
enabling  the  agricultural  labourer  to 
obtain  tho  command  of  pasture  which 
may  enable  him  to  keep  a  cow  and  add 
partially  to  his  wages,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  obtain  a  good  supply  of  milk. 
The  vbolo  of  that  subject  has  been  en- 
tirely orerlooked  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  his  speeeh.  Now,  Bir,  I  hare 
stated  the  main  porpoee  of  my  hon. 
Friend  behind  me— and  I  must  say  I 
thooght  he  addressed  the  House,  ake 
htt     Seoottdiry     with     mneh     intelli- 


gonoe  and  much  moderation— and 
his  main  purpose  is  to  obtain  a  re- 
cognition ox  the  condition  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourer  in  respect  of  the  land. 
I  have  told  my  constituents,  and  it 
is  my  conscientious  belief,  that  it 
is  painful  and  grievous  to  witness 
the  almost  entire  divorce  between  tho 
labouring  rural  population  and  the  land 
of  the  country  on  which  they  live.  And 
it  is  time  and  it  is  requisite  for  the 
House  to  consider  whether  they  will 
giro  an  indication  of  their  feelings  in 
that  respect.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  instructive 
to  refer  to  history.  If  this  proposition 
be  Socialistic,  it  is  Socialism  of  verv  old 
date ;  because  in  the  last  year  of  tho 
reign  of  George  III.,  or  in  the  first  of 
George  IV.,  in  close  neighbourhood  to 
the  ill-omened  Biz  Acts,  the  unroformed 
Parliament  of  that  day  did  lecognixe  the 
condition  of  the  agricultural  labourer  as 
a  worthy  object,  not  only  of  general 
solicitude,  not  only  of  voluntary  asso- 
ciations, which  seem  to  be  tho  climax  of 
the  views  and  desires  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  but  as  an  object  of  just  soli- 
citude for  local  public  authorities.  It 
gave  powers  to  local  public  authorities, 
in  the  first  place,  to  let  lands  which  be« 
longed  to  the  parish;  in  the  second 
pla'je,  to  acquire  lands;  and,  if  I  re* 
member  right,  it  gave  the  aid  of  the 
public  purse  to  facilitate  the  terms  on 
which  they  were  to  be  acquired.  Does 
the  House  think  that  that  was  a  right 
principle  or  not  t  The  right  hon.  Gen« 
tleman  makes  no  reference  to  it.  Hia 
speech,  on  which  he  said  the  Govern* 
ment  takes  its  stand,  excludes  every- 
thing of  the  kind.  There  is  to  be  no 
intervention  of  authority ;  there  is  to  be 
nothing  beyond  voluntary  association. 
Now,  Sir,  I  say  that  I  reoognixe  the 
prindole  which  waa  recognised  between 
00  end  70  years  ago— that  this  matter 
is  a  just  subject  of  public  solicitude  for 
public  authorities,  llore  I  make  what 
some  may  oall  an  admission — namely, 
that  before  you  can  make  it  an  object  of 
effectual  solicitude  of  public  authorities 
yon  must  have  a  thoroughly  good  and 
efficient  local  government.  When  I 
read  the  Speech  of  Her  Majesty  it  waa 
not  satisfactory  to  me  on  that  head. 
What  it  seems  to  speak  of  is  the  tranafer 
of  existing  functions  to  a  new  repre- 
sentative council;  but  these  enlarged 
Aoiaotiona  it  seems  wholly  to  exelude. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  reteired 
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to  this  subject,  in  my  opinion,  in  a  man- 
ner 80  limited  and  eo  restrained  as  to  be 
totally  unsatisfactory  to  tho  country.  I 
make  no  attack  upon  him,  or  upon  any 
Gentleman,  further  than  to  endeavour 
to  expose  the  futility  of  his  argument 
and  the  insufficiency  of  the  provisions 
he  offers ;  but  this  1  must  say,  with  re- 
gard to  the  introductir>n  of  a  public 
authority  elsewhere  in  Europe — that  it  is 
common  for  local  autliorities  to  hold  land 
which  shall  bo  made  availablo  for  the 
labouring  rural  population;  and  I  cannot 
BOO  why  something  of  this  kind,  when 
we  haye  good  local  goYcrnment  prevail- 
ing, should  not  bo  brought  about  in  this 
oountry.  I  cannot  see  it  for  my  life. 
But  nothing  of  the  kind  is  to  bo  found 
in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. On  the  contrary,  he  looks  to 
the  action  of  individual  landlords  and 
voluntary  associations  limited  to  the 
extension  of  allotments. 

Mr.  OnAPLIN :  All  I  said  on  this 
point  was  that,  in  the  speech  I  quoted, 
Lord  Salisbury  said  he  would  not  sanc- 
tion purchase  by  compulsion. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE :  That  is  what  he 
will  not  sanction.  But  what  I  am  in- 
quiring is  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  he  will  sanction.  I  am  speak- 
ing of  allotments,  and  that  by  voluntary 
agencies,  which  I  suppose  can  go  on 
and  flourish  or  die  entirely  apart  from 
any  favour  of,  or  encouragement  by,  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  rfow,  Sir,  tho 
question  of  compulsion  is  a  question 
on  which  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman 
looks  as  if  there  were  something 
wicked  in  the  nature  of  it.  But  com- 
pulsion for  public  objects  is  recognized 
in  principle.  It  may  be  that  it  may  be 
found  difficult  to  apply  compulsion  in 
the  case  of  expropriations  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  the  labouring  men  with 
portions  of  the  land.  One  thing  I  will 
say  fi-arlessly  in  the  presence  of  my  hon. 
Friend —namely,  that  you  can  have  no 
cfaupulsion  for  that  pur])ose  which  is  not 
con r»i stent  with  perfect  fairness  and 
r<(iiity  to  individuals ;  but,  subject  to 
thut  cou'lition,  compulsion  is  a  matter 
til  to  be  examined  and  considond  by 
tliii  llouso.  I  um  inclined  to  believe  that 
with  a  good  local  authority  and  tho 
judicious  use  of  public  aid  on  the  safest 
basis  as  to  iM»curity  much  might  be  done 
short  of  compulsion ;  but  I  am  bv  no 
means  prepared  to  say  that  compulsion 
is  to  be  shut  out.    II  it  is  shut  Out  in 


the  views  of  the  Government  I  will  not 
consent  to  shut  it  out.  I  will  examine 
it  fairly  and  candidly,  and  with  tho  be* 
lief  that  should  the  necessity  be  found 
still  to  exist,  it  is  possible  that,  liko  com- 
petition in  railways,  compulsion  hangings 
over  landlords  may  do  a  great  deal  of 
good.  Unquestionably  there  is  a  groat 
object  in  view ;  and  if  that  groat  object 
cannot  otherwise  be  obtained,  compul- 
sion has  nothing  in  the  nature  of  it 
which  ought  to  induce  us  to  shrink  from 
its  consideration.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend 
has  stated  his  case  with  moderation  and 
fairness,  though  he  entirely  avoided  as- 
sociating his  Motion  with  the  details  of 
any  particular  plan.  That  was  no  part 
of  the  purpose  of  my  hon.  Friend.  I 
am  not  awaro  that  he  has  receded  from 
any  of  the  details  of  any  particular  plan, 
or  that  he  did  not  reserve  his  own  liberty 
on  the  subject  of  them.  But  he  points 
out  to  us  objects  of  the  utmost  import* 
anco  which  ought  to  be  attained,  objects 
which  are  legitimately  for  the  care  of 
public  authorities  ;  objects  to  which  the 
public  can  lend  the  most  valuable  aid ; 
and  objects  which  the  public  ought  to 
seek,  if  necessary,  even  by  the  agency 
of  the  principle  of  compulsion.  To  re- 
store to  the  old  local  communities  of  this 
country  something  of  that  character  of  a 
community,  in  which  |  the  common  inte- 
rests of  tho  individual  labourer  may  be 
HO  manag«>d  as  to  associate  him  with  the 
soil  in  a  manner  much  more  etfectual 
than  that  in  which  he  is  associated  at 
present— these  I  take  to  bo  views  which 
we  ought  to  thank  my  hon.  Friend  for 
having  laid  before  the  Ilouse,  and  I 
heartily  hope  we  shall  adopt  his  Motion 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  FINCH-HATTON  said,  that  he 
would  admit  that  the  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  was  one 
which  not  only  interested  all  county 
Members  who  sat  for  agricultural  con- 
stituencies, but  was  also  of  tho  greatest 
public  importance  ;  and  he  sympathized 
<'ntirely  with  tho  dt'>ire  of  the  hon. 
Ml  tuber,  so  far  as  it  tended  towards 
l>ringing  this  question  beforo  the  coun- 
try with  a  view  to  its  early  settlement. 
The  hon.  Mtmber  had  expressed  regret 
that  Her  Majesty's  Speech  made  no 
specific  allusion  to  the  question  of 
aJlotments.  That  was  not  a  matter  of 
so  much  regret  to  himself,  as  it  would 
have  been  if  II er  MaJ€»»ty's  Ministers 
had  shown  a  disinoUnation  to  deal  widi 
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tlie  mbj«vt  by  lagiaUtion.  But  ha  mutt 
mftka  an  addition  to  that  statomont,  and 
it  was  painful  to  him  to  make  it.  In 
lUtaoinfc  ^  tho  apoec^h  of  hia  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
La&oaater  Mr.  Chaplin)  ho  found  it  waa 
true  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  did  not 
•ay  that  tho  Qoremmont  would  not  take 
any  action  in  tho  matter.  At  the  same 
time,  ho  thought  hie  right  hon.  Friend 
did  not  toll  tho  lloaso  what  the  (roTeruo 
ment  would  do.  Until  thev  heard  further 
from  »>me  Member  of  the  itovornment 
what  course  Her  Maj(Mtj*s  Ministcia  in- 
tended to  take  ^  which  he  ho  pod  would 
be  before  tho  close  of  the  debate — he 
must  hold  til  at  the  explanation  of  the 
Chaac«*llor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
was  not  complete  or  satisfactory  to  th'mo 
who,  like  himself,  aat  for  agricultural 
ermatituonciee.  lie  had  himself  given 
Notico  of,  and  received  penuission  to 
introdttco,  a  Bill  on  thisquestion*  and  he 
did  not  yield  even  to  tho  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  in  the  interest  which  he 
p«rs>nally  took  in  the  subject.  He  ad- 
mitt^  that  the  hon.  Member  had  great 
claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  the  public 
for  the  doTOtion  ho  had  shown  in  work- 
ing for  this  eauso;  but  he  {Mr.  Finch* 
llatton)  also  daimcMl  for  himself  a  hum- 
bler, although  he  hoped  a  useful,  part 
in  it.  For  more  than  100  years  his 
family  had  granted  allotments,  and  hnd 
fooad  the  system  to  succeed.  The  con- 
stitoency  which  ho  repre4ent«d — tho 
Spalding  I>iTisi«  n  of  Lincolnshire — was 
composed  almost  esdusi rely  of  tho9o  who, 
in  ono  rank  or  another,  obtaine<l  their 
living  from  tho  soil ;  and  he  thought  he  had 
a  right  to  protest  against  the  manner  in 
which  hon.  Ueml>ers  on  the  (>pp4)%ition 
side  of  the  House  sometim€*s  amt^atod 
to  themselves  the  exclusive  right  to  re- 
present the  labourers.  It  might  bo  in- 
teresting to  inquire  whether  tho  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich,  who  sat  for  a  bo- 
rongh,  had  more  agricultural  labourers 
in  Ifiswich  than  he  Mr.  Fineh-Hatton^ 
himself  had  in  his  constituency.  II «* 
donbted  whether  the  hon.  Member  had 
as  maa^  as  he  had.  But  the  real  qu(>9- 
tioa  whaoh  the  Uonse  had  to  decide  was, 
whether  or  not  it  could  go  some  way 
towards  nnraTelling  the  practical  diffl- 
coltios  whieh  beset  this  question  ?  The 
weakest  part  of  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  was,  that  ho  did 
not  giva  any  exact  definition  of  what  he 
It  by  an  allotmsnt  of  land»  nor  state 


whether  tho  principle  of  compulsion  was 
to  be  extended  to  one  olast,  or  to  other 
classes  of  allotments ;  or  whether  it 
was  to  go  further,  and  create  those 
freeholds  which  had,  in  many  eases, 
caused  considerable  suffering  to  their 
owners  dttring  the  late  period  of  agri- 
cultural depression.  There  was,  how- 
ever, an  important  distinction  to  bo 
drawn  between  the  ditferent  kinds  of 
allotments.  First  of  all,  there  was  an 
allotment  which  ho  might  describe  as  a 
quantity  of  land  as  large  as  tho  aj^ricul- 
tural  labourer  would  bo  able  to  cultivato 
to  his  profit  in  his  spare  time  by  his  own 
work.  Ho  held  that  it  was  to  the  public 
advantage  to  bring  witliin  tho  reach  of 
every  agricultural  labourer  in  the  King- 
dom an  allotment  of  that  description ; 
and  in  the  Bill  which  he  hoped  somo 
day  to  bring  before  the  notice  of  tho 
House  it  would  bo  provided  that  if  tho 
voluntaxy  system  did  not  make  provision 
for  these  allotments  being  given  re- 
course would  be  had  to  compulsion  in 
the  handa  of  local  authorities,  such  com- 
pulsory powers,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
being  safeguarded  by  proper  restrictions. 
When  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  fur  Mid  Ix)thian  ',Mr.  Qlad* 
8tone\  while  apparently  in  favour  of 
compulsion,  in  his  speech  attempted  to 
deal  with  matteis  of  detail,  ho  commit- 
ted himself  to  several  inaocuracii^s.  On 
tlio  question  of  glebe  lands,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  showed  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  as  to  their  number, 
fur  he  said  he  did  not  believe  that  out 
of  the  11,000  vicarages  or  rectories  in 
the  Kingdom  more  than  200  or  300  had 
globe  farms.  He  ,Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  did 
not  think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  anywhere  near  the  truth  when  he 
made  that  ttatoment.  Then  the  right 
hon.  (n>ntlcman  said  that  these  glebes 
were  notorial,  and  not  vicsrial  at  all. 
That  also,  he  knew,  was  not  a  correct 
statement.  As  to  the  number  of  agri- 
cultural allotments  existing  ot  the  pre- 
sent time,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  I^ncaster  quottnl  the  number  from  a 
Return  as  being  something  like  2*50,000. 
Tho  right  hon.  (tentleman  the  Member 
f(ir  Mtd  L'jthian  had  weighted  himself  so 
little  with  tho  details  of  this  matter  that 
he  did  not  even  know  of  the  existence  of 
this  central  Ii«turn.  On  that  dt)cument 
the  whole  |ioint  of  the  pres4»nt  number  of 
allotments  might  b<'  supposed  to  turn;  and 
yetUie  righthon.  Qentleman  did  not  know 
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of  its  existence.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman stated  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  made  no  allusion, 
in  his  speech,  to  '^cottage  gardens," 
which    he  said  were  reaUj  more  im- 

fortant  than  allotments  to  the  labourer, 
t  was  true  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  did  not  refer  to 
'* cottage  gardens; ''  but  was  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the 
Government  now  in  Office  carried 
through  the  House,  last  Session,  a  Bill 
by  which  they  gave  rural,  sanitary,  and 
other  authorities  power  compulsorily  to 
take  land  for  *' cottage  gardens?"  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  have 
taken  judicial  cognizance  of  that  Act. 
So  far  he  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  did  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  con- 
tributions to  the  details  of  the  matter 
were  of  a  very  reliable  character.  He 
would  draw  a  broad  distinction  between 
the  allotments  of  which  he  (Mr.  Finch- 
Hatton)  was  speaking  and  those  which 
were  advocateo  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich.  The  allotments  of  which  he 
was  speaking,  and  which  he  would  pro- 
vide lot  a  labourer,  seemed  to  have  this 
daim  upon  the  public—that  they  would 
enable  him  to  utilize  his  spare  capital — 
that  was  his  spare  time — in  the  only 
way  in  which  he  oould  do  so  to  advan- 
tage. There  was  a  growing  and  urgent 
necessity  for  such  allotments ;  for  now, 
when  wages  were  so  low  that  it  was 
difficult  for  a  decent  family  to  keep  body 
and  soul  together,  that  was  the  time 
when  they  should  give  the  labourer  every 
facility  for  adding  to  his  wages.  But 
the  case  was  different  if  they  gave  the 
labourer  an  allotment  so  large  that  it 
would  withdraw  him  from  his  daily  work 
and  wages,  to  which,  aftor  all,  he  must 
look  as  the  mainstay  of  his  livelihood. 
The  real  question  at  the  bottom  of  these 
difficulties  was  one  that  was  asked,  but 
not  answered,  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ip.swich.  That  hon.  Gentleman  inquired 
why  it  was  that  so  much  land  lay  idle, 
and  that  so  many  laboarers  were  unem- 
ployed ?  Tohis^Mr.Finch-Hatton'a)  mind 
the  simple  answer  was,  because  the  prices 
that  farmers  and  labourers  equally  were 
able  to  obtain  for  what  they  produced 
from  the  soil  were  not  remunerative. 
But  if  they  were  going  to  have  compul- 
sion by  public  authority,  let  them  take 
care  that  they  did  not  compel  a  man  to 
his  own  disadvantage.    Let  them  not 


withdraw  a  labourer  from  his  work  to 
cultivate  two  or  three  acres  of  land,  be* 
cause  that  would  deprive  him  of  hia 
wages,  and  the  farmer,  for  whom  also 
they  ought  to  have  some  thought,  of  his 
best  labourers  at  the  very  moment  he 
wanted  them  most.  But  from  another 
point  of  view,  while  they  advocated  com- 
pulsion in  certain  cases,  let  them  take 
care  that  they  did  not  get  rid  of  a  good 
deal  worth  keeping.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  would  admit  the  great  advan- 
tage of  an  extension,  as  far  as  possible, 
of  allotments  upon  the  voluntary  system ; 
because  then  they  would  get  landlords  to 
g^ve  their  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
to  the  kind  of  land  that  was  most  suit* 
able,  and  to  those  friendly  good  offices 
as  well,  which,  under  a  hard-and-fast 
rule,  might  easily  disappear.  The  hon. 
Member  had  alluded  to  the  voluntary 
Association  set  on  foot  by  a  Member  of 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  (the  Earl  of 
Onslow),  and  the  statistics  of  that  Asso« 
ciation  were  very  useful  in  showing  how 
far  the  voluntary  system  might  go.  They 
showed  that  the  owners  of  1,500,000 
acres  of  land  either  had  granted  allot- 
ments already  or  were  willing  to  do  so. 
But  he  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  was  not  there 
to  deny  that  it  would  be  puerile  to  rest 
altogether  on  voluntary  efTorts ;  becauso 
they  would  then  get  all  the  good  land- 
lords  on  their  side,  and  leave  the  bad 
landlords  untouched.  He  thought  and 
hoped  he  had  made  his  own  position 
clear  to  the  House  upon  this  matter. 
There  was  one  class  of  cases  on  which 
he  would  bring  compulsion  to  bear,  an- 
other on  which  he  would  not.  There 
was  a  line  as  broad  and  distinct  as  that 
which  divided  one  side  of  the  House 
from  the  other,  between  the  two  classes 
of  allotments.  There  was,  however,  a 
third  class  of  allotments  that  he  re* 
garded  with  favour  quite  as  great  aa 
that  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  Oen* 
tleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
— namely,  '*  grass  cottage  holdings,"  or 
'*  cow  cottages,"  as  they  called  them  in 
Lincolnshire.  But  they  must  remember 
that  there  was  a  very  great  difference 
between  allotments  of,  say,  half- an> acre 
and  these  larger  plots  of  land,  and  that 
grc'ttt  difficulty  arose  when  they  got  to  a 
large  allotment.  The  difficulty  in  larger 
plots  of  land  was  that,  in  order  to  work 
them  properly,  the  tenant  must  have 
some  capital  besides  his  own  labour. 
If  the  Uouae  talked  about  oompulaoiy 
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ftUotnanti  of  this  kind  to  labourers,  he 
would  eak,  did  they  propose  to  provide 
the  teiUMts  of  those  allotments  not  only 
vith  the  land,  but  with  the  capital  to 
work  it?  If  they  did  not,  the  tenant 
would  have  to  pay  a  double  rent — the 
first  to  the  public  authority  for  the  land 
ittelft  the  second  to  the  person  from 
whom  they  would  encourage  him  to 
borrow  the  capital.  The  labourer  ought, 
in  some  way  or  other,  to  have  saved 
»uffictont  money  to  stock  the  land  when 
it  was  givoa  to  him.  But  though  it 
would  bo  difficult  to  apply  compulsion 
ID  the  matter,  it  might  be  well  to  enable 
the  local  authorities  in  certain  coses  to 
help  a  man  to  place  his  foot  on  the  first 
rung  of  the  ladder  which  would  load  him 
upwards.  That  approached  very  nearly 
to  the  'old  idea  or  '*  three  acres  and  a 
cow.*'  The  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  had 
recommended  that  cottagers  should  pro- 
dnco  more  eggs,  lie  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton^ 
did  not  know  how  three  acres  of  grass- 
land and  a  cow  would  tend  to  the  pro- 
dactton  of  more  eggs.  The  hon.  Member 
had  brought  forward  an  Amendment  prac- 
tically rpgrutting  that  the  question  did 
not  find  expression  in  the  duoeu's Speech. 
Well,  he  (Mr.  Finch- Hat  ton)  mubt  say 
thai,  if  Uie  Oovemment  did  not  go 
farther  that  night  than  the  right  hon. 
Ofvtleman  the  ( *hancellor  of  the  1  )urhy 
of  I^neaster  had  gone,  and  annoutx^e 
thf4r  intention  to  take  up  this  mat- 
ter  and  deal  with  it,  ho  should  be 
▼ery  dissatisfied,  and  should  find  it  very 
diAcolt  to  support  them,  lie  was  not 
to  bo  told  that  the  simple  fact  of  s«*lling 
the  glebe  lands  was  an  answer  to  thi^ 
aoeatioo,  or  a  way  out  of  the  ditfioulty ; 
for  although  he  would  admit  that  it  woa 
a  happy  idea,  he  did  not  admit  that  it 
covered,  or  even  nearly  covered,  the 
whole  ground.  If,  however,  tbo  (to- 
venuaent  would  give  him  an  assurance 
that  they  would  deal  with  the  quention 
he  would  have  far  greater  couliilencv  in 
leaving  it  in  their  handi  than  he  would 
havo  in  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
hoa.  Gontleman  the  Membc^r  for  Ips- 
wich. One  of  his  r<«asons  for  not  f(*eli  ng 
cottfidenoe  in  tho  hon.  Membvr  for  l|m> 
wieh  in  connection  witli  the  questMti 
waa,  that  the  hon.  Gontleman  had  ct>tn<* 
down  into  the  I>ivision  which  he  yMr. 
Finch- II atton)  had  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent, daring  the  late  Election,  and  made 
a  ssrisa  of  speechea,  in  which  he  ex* 
plainad  to  tho  labovrartof  that  Division 


his  own  theory  as  to  these  allotments. 
He  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  had  very  much 
to  thank  the  hon.  Member  for  in  the  re- 
suit  of  those  s)H«eches ;  for  he  believed 
they  contributed  much  to  induce  the 
electors  to  transfer  their  confidence  to 
himself.  Another,  and  even  a  stronger, 
reason  was,  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
already  attempted,  in  his  Act  of  1882, 
to  deal  with  a  very  8*nall  part  of  this 
great  quobtion,  but  with  sa  little  suc- 
cess, that  a  Committee  of  that  House, 
appointed  to  inquire,  inUr  sVs,  into  the 
working  of  that  very  Act,  reported 
that— 

**  l*ho  ob«tAcIe«  in  tho  wav  of  csrrytDflf  it  oat 
wcro  Ur^cly  duo  to  tho  diSiciilty  of  interpreting 
Butno  of  its  main  pruvbiou  ;  '* 

and  that — 

"farther  logisUtion  wm  urgtratly  nty^ed  to 
clear  up  the  obflcurities  of  the  Act,  snd  to  pro* 
vide  l>cttcr  machinery  for  its  working.** 

That  Koport  was  prepared  by  a  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who,  no  doubt,  would 
command  the  confidence  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  —  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre. 
He  trusttKi  that  before  the  debate 
closed  thoy  would  hear  something  as  to 
what  the  Oovemment  intended  to  do; 
for  Her  Majesty's  Government  must 
know  that  he,  and  hon.  Members  who 
felt  with  him,  were  placed  in  a  great  dif- 
ficulty if  they  could  not  know  exactly 
where  they  stood  on  this  question.  That 
difficulty  was  very  much  increased  by  the 
peculiar  cirrumstanoes  of  the  moment. 
He  admitted  that,  in  most  eases,  it  wss 
an  inconvenient  practice  to  endeavour  to 
anticipate  the  discussion  of  measures  of 
which  hon.  Members  had  given  Notice ; 
but  he  did  not  at  all  regret  the  general 
discuosion  that  had  taken  place.  On 
tho  contrary,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
thf*  means  of  stimulating  the  Govern* 
ment  to  deal  with  the  subject.  len- 
der the  peculiar  circumntances  of  the 
case,  it  was  very  dilHcult  for  hon.  Mem- 
bf>rs  on  his  »i  lo  of  the  Hou«e  to  give  the 
hon.  Member  such  sup|)ort  as  they  might 
otherwiM«  feel  inclined  to  give;  for  he 
respectfully  submitted  that,  im|>«»rtant 
as  this  question  undoubtedly  was,  it  waa 
n«)t  the  main  i^ue  bt>fore  tho  coon  try 
and  the  House.  H(*lieving,'as  those  on  his 
side  of  the  House  did,  that  the  Govemmont 
were  prepared  to  deal  with  the  main 
issue  fearlestily,  frankly,  and  entirely, 
they  very  much  deprei^ateil  that  the 
judgment  of  tho  Houho  nhould  b<«  taken, 
advoiaely    or    otherwise,    upon     Her 
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Majesty's  Goyeroment  on  anj  other 
question  than  the  main  issue.  He 
would,  therefore,  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  whether,  after  the  assur* 
ance  with  which  he  (Mr.  Finoh-Hatton) 
hoped  the  debate  would  close,  he  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  a  discussion  on  this 
question  ?  The  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
(if  he  might  apply  to  him  for  a  momenta 
phrase  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  liad 
so  happily  described  himself  that  it  had 
already  become  classical  as  an  auto- 
biography)  was  an  '*old  Parliamentary 
hand/'  and  he  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  discussion  which  he  had  thus  been 
able  to  secure  beforehand  for  the  sub- 
ject upon  which  both  the  hon.  Mem- 
er  and  he  himself  proposed  to  deal ; 
and,  although  the  hon.  Member  might 
personally  desire  the  defeat  of  the 
Goremment,  still  there  was  the  country 
behind;  and  hon.  Members  would  not 
deny  that  what  the  country  wished 
was  that  an  emphatic  judgment  should 
be  pronounced  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Ooyernment  upon  their  Irish  policy. 
If  some  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
get  up  ana  say  that  Her  Majesty's 
Ooyernment  were  prepared  to  deal 
with  this  subject,  the  issue  between 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  and  Her 
Majesty's  Ooyernment  would  simply  be 
the  academic  issue  as  to  whether  the 
language  of  the  Queen's  Speech  might 
not  be  improved  by  the  introduction  of 
the  word  ''  allotment,"  and  whether  it 
ought  not  to  be  so  introduced.  There 
would  be  no  real  issue,  and  a  diyision 
would  not  be  taken  upon  anything  like  a 
clear  and  decided  difference  of  opinion 
between  them.  He  trusted  some  ex- 
planation would  be  forthcoming  as  to 
how  far  the  Ooyernment  weie  prepared 
to  go  in  dealing  with  the  matter ;  and, 
if  so,  for  the  reaaons  he  had  stated,  he 
would  again  say  that  he  would  have 
far  greater  confidence  in  leaving  this 
question  in  the  hands  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  than  in  the  hands 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich, 

Ma.  HENEAGE  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  hon.  Members  for  Lincoln- 
shire were  as  divided  in  the  House  upon 
agricultural  questions  as  they  were  upon 
the  questions  of  Protection  and  I*  roe 
Trade  during  the  late  Election.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Spalding  Division 
(Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  seemed  to  have  for- 
gotten that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster (Mr.  Chaplin)  said  *'  No,"  on  the 
part  of  the  Cabinet  and  the  Govemment, 
to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jeseo  Ceilings).  [  CrrVs 
of  "  No,  no !  "]  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man used  the  word  ^*  No  "  in  the  most 
emphatic  way — a  monosyllable  he  was 
not  likely  to  forget.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Spalding  Division,  after  having 
spoken  for  something  like  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  with  an  eager  eye  towards 
the  door,  made  an  appeal  to  the  Treasury 
Bench;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  cheered  him  when  ho  said  he 
hoped  there  would  bo  an  announcement 
made  different  to  that  made  by  the  re- 
sponsible Minister  for  Agriculture.  Was 
there  a  Cabinet  Council  sitting  now  in 
order  that  the  Government  might  make 
another  change  of  front ;  and  was  that 
change  of  front  to  be  an  additional  rea- 
son why  the  House  should  put  confidence 
in  the  Ministry?  Ho  should  have  thought 
twice  perhaps  a  week  ago  before  he 
supported  any  Amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress if  the  Government  had  said  they 
were  going  to  deal  in  a  satisfactory  way 
with  Ireland.  If  they  had  produced 
Bills  which  he  thought  would  tend  to 
the  benefit  of  that  country  he  might 
have  thought  twice  before  he  supported 
this  Amendment ;  but  it  appeared  they 
had  no  more  opinion  upon  Ireland  than 
they  had  upon  agriculture.  A  week 
ago — nay,  not  a  week  ago,  hardly  four 
days  ago — the  House  were  told  to  wait 
until  the  new  Chief  Secretary  had  as- 
sumed his  duties ;  and  now  the  Govern- 
ment could  hardly  wait  with  common  de- 
cency for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
return  to  his  place  in  the  House.  Now, 
what  was  to  be  said  of  this  Amendment  ? 
The  House  had  listened  to  a  very  long 
speech  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster,  in  which,  as  he  (Mr. 
Heneage)  again  afs^^rted,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  '*  No  "  emphatically  to 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich,  and  now  they  were  told  they 
were  to  have  some  other  oommuniea* 
tion. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  remarked  that  he  said 
"No"  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member.  He  did  not  say  '*  No  "  to 
proposition. 

Mr.  heneage,  continuing, 
that  if  one  thing  had  been  noticeable  in 
the  debate,  it  had  been  how  closely  the 
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hum.  Member  for  Ipewioh  tpoke  to  hta 
Amendment;  and  that  the  proposition 
he  made  was  quite  in  acconiance  with 
the  Amendment;  and  ho  Mr.  Heneogo^ 
regretted  he  eould  not  say  as  much  for 
the  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
or  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Hpalding  Division.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  had  h])okcn  of 
the  ruin  that  had  orertakon  the  free- 
holders of  the  Isle  of  Azholme ;  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  forgot  to  say 
that  rain  came  upon  thorn  bocause 
they  had  not  bought  their  holdings 
out  and  out.  Their  land  was  heavily 
mortgaged,  and  thoir  condition,  conse- 
quently, was  very  different  from  that  of 
people  who  oottld  pay  for  the  land  which 
they  bought.  He  assorted,  both  from  a 
landlord's  point  of  view  as  well  as  from 
an  occupier's  point  of  view,  that  neither 
landlord  nor  occupier  couM  hold  or 
rould  farm  land  with  advantage  t  >  thorn- 
s^dree  upon  borrowed  money ;  but  this 
did  not  affect  the  pro|K>sition  of  the  hon. 
Memb<<r  for  Ipswich,  because  what  the 
hon.  Oentleman  proposed  to  do  was  to 
gifv  lacthties  to  labourers  to  acquire 
alU)lments.  On  all  largo  estates  there 
wrre  plenty  of  allotments  of  all  feixes, 
and  on  that  point  he  differed  from  his 
hon.  Frinnd  the  Mover  of  the  Amend- 
ment. As  a  matt4*r  of  fact,  it  was  to  the 
advantage  of  the  landlord  that  there 
should  be  allotments  of  all  sizfM,  in 
order,  if  po^iblo,  to  rear  up  tenant 
farmers  who  might  pass  on  from  a 
small  holding  to  another  holdii^  of  a 
larger  siie.  The  Amendment  simply 
pruvided  for  allotments  where  there  wore 
none*  already.  It  was  well  known  that 
there  were  a  large  number  of  parishes 
in  whi<h  no  cottager  oould  got  even 
a  gardfMi.  That  was  so  in  the  case 
of  parishes  which  did  not  belong  to 
any  particular  owner^parinhos  in  which 
tt  was  no  particular  owner's  duty  to 
provide  allotment*.  It  vta%  po,  tcM),  to  a 
yTTpat  <'Xti*nt.  in  the  cano  of  C'  'ttagi*^  n  liirh 
II  sd  iM^en  built  by  sjieculators.  With 
regard  tothoque*t'on  of  gkl)i«  Innd^  ho 
had  simply  to  tay  that  that  was  vi  murh 
a  question  of  b««nefit  to  tho  c!«>r^y  rath«<r 
than  to  thf»  lahourrr  that  he  mii;ht  l«*t  it 
pass  by.  .;  f  Vff*  of  •♦  i  >li.  oli !  '\  W,  11, 
he  congratulated  the  lab«iurers  up«in  any 
advantage  they  mi)(ht  gt-t  otit  t»f  the 
fariltti^e  to  be  alfi>rdiHl  from  the  sal«*  of 
glebe  lands.  The  main  contention  wan 
thai  the  allotment  of  all  others  which 
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was  mo^t  precious  to  any  labourer  was 
that  of  a  garden  adjacent  to  his  own 
house,  where  he  could  spend  a  short 
time  after  a  meal,  or  on  a  summer's 
evening.  As  to  largt'r  holdings,  he 
thought  it  was  very  iHH'<*'.»ary  that  there 
should  bo,  in  orery  pari*4h,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  what  in  Lincolnshire  were  calbnl 
row-cottages.  Tho  labourers  wero  di- 
vided into  three  clasf^ep.  There  wore 
tho«o  who  wore  simply  tho  servants  of 
the  farmers ;  there  wore  those  who  were 
known  as  day  labourers,  and  HvimI  in 
cottages  on  or  near  tho  farms ;  and  there 
was  a  third  class  of  labourers,  and  tho 
most  useful  class,  as  a  rule — namely, 
those  who  were  known  os  independent 
labourers,  who  lived  in  tho  villages,  and 
who  worked  by  tho  piece.  They  were 
th(»  men  who  did  tho  greater  part  of  the 
draining  and  sktllod  work  on  the  dif- 
ferent farms.  It  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  have  a  number  of  such  men 
in  every  parish — men  upon  whom  reli- 
ance cfmld  be  placed  ;  men  who,  when- 
ever they  wero  not  roimired  elsewhere, 
could  work  on  their  own  holdings.  There 
was  tho  very  greatest  difHculty  in  many 
parishos  to  get  milk  and  eggs  and  but* 
ter — indeed,  if  it  were  not  for  the  exist- 
ence of  cow-cottages,  tho  ordinary  la* 
bourer  would  bo  unable  to  get  milk  or 
butter.  Ho  hoped  that  if  any  legislation 
took  place  on  the  lines  of  Uiis  Amend- 
ment in  the  large  open  parishes,  and  in 
other  parishes  where  tho  landlords  noro 
not  resident,  some  attention  would  be 
given  to  tho  subject  of  c  )w- cottages.  Tho 
chief  e\nls  which  ought  to  be  romedit^d 
were  those  arising  from  the  absenteeism 
of  landlords,  and  from  the  possession  of 
so  much  land  by  corporations.  The 
Fx^cleeiastical  Commissioners  alone  held 
one-twentieth  of  the  land  of  England. 
The  fact  was  that  where  tho  landlorda 
did  not  take  a  real  interest  in  their 
properties,  the  agents  found  it  much 
en«ier  to  deal  with  a  few  largo  tenanta 
than  with  a  great  number  of  small  tenants ; 
and  where  the  agents  had  the  entire 
uinnagoment  of  <>states  they  found  tho 
Inhourirs  wero  neglected.  lie  himself 
^llouid  Vote  for  the  .Vmendment,  and  he 
tnuld  assure  tho  hon.  Member  for  Spal- 
ding Mr.  F.iuh-IIattcnythathe  wasnot, 
in  tin*  Kii't  drgri'o,  deterred  by  the  poa- 
••iltility  of  tho  (tovomment  being  de- 
feats (1.  After  all  their  vacillation  and 
incapacity,  after  their  inability  to  save 
themselvee  from  defeat  last  night  without 
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the  help  of  Liberal  Members,  it  was 
quite  clear  the  OoTemment  could  not 
last  very  long.  If  thoy  could  not  last 
very  long',  the  sooner  they  were  turned 
out  of  Ofiico  the  better. 

Mb.  BIRKBECK  said,  that  he  bo. 
lievod  there  was  no  county  in  England 
in  which  the  cottage  garden  allotmeut 
system  was  more  thoroughly  carried  out 
than  in  Norfolk;  and  a  visit  to  any 
cottage  garden  show  in  the  county 
would  proyo  how  advantageously  it 
worked  for  the  labourers.  These  allot- 
ments,  however,  were  generally  confined 
to  the  limits  of  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  as 
labourers  had  no  time  to  cultivate  more. 
On  Lord  Leicester's  estates  in  Norfolk 
the  labourers  were  some  time  ago  given 
half-an-acre  in  addition  to  their  gardens ; 
but  after  three  years  they  petitioned  to 
have  the  amount  reduced  to  one-quarter. 
He  disagreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich,  who  saw  iu  the  extension  of 
allotments  a  remedy  for  agricultural 
depression.  What  was  wanted  was 
suoh  a  return  of  agricultural  prosperity 
as  would  enable  tenant  farmers  to  pay 
the  labourers  higher  wages.  The  effect 
of  a  general  allotments'  scheme  upon  the 
ratepayers  of  the  country  would  be  that 
they  would  have  to  pay  very  high  rates 
indeed  in  respect  of  interest  upon  the 
outlay  on  allotments,  when  the  cottagers, 
as  would  frequently  happen,  could  not  pay 
their  rents  themselves.  However,  he  was 
entirely  in  favour  of  garden  allotments, 
and  would  support  the  Bill  of  his  hon. 
Friend  theMember  for  the  Spalding  Divi- 
hion  of  Lincolnshire,  which  proposed  to 
deal  with  the  subj  ect.  H  e  should  also  be 
perfectly  ready  to  agree  in  adopting,  in 
connection  with  it,  the  priiioirle  of  com- 
pulsion, which  had  already  been  intro- 
duced into  the  country  by  no  less  a 
person  than  the  present  Prime  Minister 
in  the  Act  which  bad  been  passed  last 
August. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  ABCH :  Sir,  I  have 
no  intention  of  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House  with  a  long  speech ;  but  I  think 
I  have  a  just  ri^ht  to  address  the 
House  on  this  subject  I  am,  as  you 
are  aware,  the  Hepresentative  of  a  class 
whose  interest,  whoso  happiness,  and 
whose  comfort  I  believe  (tentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  are  anxious  to 
improve.  With  regard  to  the  allotments 
question,  I  can  remember  when  it  was 
one  of  1^0  most  difficult  things  in  the 
world  for  a  labourer  in  a  village  to  obtain 
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anything  like  a  decent  allotment;  but 
during  the  past  14  years  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  hon.  Gentlemen — both  Liberal 
and  Conservative — ^have,  to  some  happy 
extent,  seen  their  way  clear  to  grant  and 
extend  these  allotments.  The  right  hon. 
]\[ember  for  Mid  Lincolnshire  ( Mr.  Chap- 
lin), when  speaking  last  night  upon  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W, 
Barclay),  said  that  the  small  free- 
holders  in  Mid  Lincolnshire  were  in  a 
very  destitute  condition.  I  have  watched 
all  my  life  the  working  of  a  freehold, 
and  the  energy  and  contentment  of  a 
freeholder;  and  it  is  quite  true  that 
whore  a  man  has  had  a  heavy  moit- 
gage  on  his  little  freehold  he  has  had 
a  difficulty  to  face.  But  I  have  been 
pleasantly  surprised  to  find  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  the  great  anxiety 
there  is  now  to  improve  the  agricul- 
tural labourers'  position.  Fourteen  years 
ago,  when  I  was  ackcd  by  my  own 
brethren  in  the  counties  if  I  could  insti- 
tute something  to  improve  their  condi- 
tion, my  policy  was  denounced,  nty 
actions  were  condemned,  and  not  a  few 
labourers  were  **  Boycotted."  I  know 
that  there  are  good  landlords  and  bad 
landlords,  and  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich,  I  think,  doos 
not  in  the  least  interfere  with  good  land- 
lords who  are  willing  to  grant  land  for 
their  labourers ;  but  are  there  not  places 
in  the  country  where  labourers  are 
almost  next  to  landless  ?  Where  have 
the  majority  of  the  unemployed  men  in 
our  towns  to-day  come  from?  They 
have  been  divorced  from  the  soil,  and 
they  have  been  driven  into  our  towns. 
To  my  mind,  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  is 
not  so  much  to  cure  agricultural  depres- 
eion  as  to  cure  the  poverty  of  agricul- 
tural labourers.  How  can  that  poverty 
be  arrested  if,  during  certain  portions  of 
the  year,  the  working  men  in  our  villages 
are  thrown  out  of  employment?  My 
remedy  for  years  has  been  this — that  if 
you  do  not  require  the  services  of  work- 
men to  till  the  land  of  the  tenant  farmer, 
\  then,  in  the  name  of  common  justice  and 
I  humanity,  allow  him  some  land  to  till  for 
himself.  I  think  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  fur  Ipswich  is  quite  oppor- 
tune. When  I  read  the  Speech  of  Her 
Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  which 
,  expressed  sympathy  with  the  distress 
I  that  was  prevalent  not  only  in  trade  but 
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in  *gri«Qlture,  I  took  it  certainly  to  mean 
thi»— ••  Tou  are  in  a  terribly  poYorly- 
ttricken  condition.  Your  lot  in  life  is 
hard.  Ton  are  without  employment,  and 
without  money,  and  consequently  muf^t 
be  without  food.  I  know  your  lot  is 
hard,  but  I  have  no  romody."  It  seems 
to  me  eomethinf^  like  this  —  that  sup- 
pofling  as  an  individual  I  wore  sufTering 
intense  bodily  pain,  and  I  sent  for  a 
medical  ad  riser.  lie  looks  at  me,  ho 
aeea  me  writhing  in  aj^ony ,  and  he  says — 
**  I  haTe  not  a  single  ingredient  in  my 
•urgeiy  that  I  could  apply  to  a^susgo 
your  natn."  Would  it  not  ho  natural 
enough  for  me  to  seek  the  adTiro  of  some 
more  skilled  physician  ?  If  Her  Ma- 
jeety*t  (loTcmment  have  no  remedy  for 
this  distreas,  then.  I  think,  the  country 
will  Tery  soon  look  out  for  another  phy- 
sician who  has  a  prnrtical  remedy  al- 
readv  at  hand.  Therisht  hoo.  Member 
for  Mid  Lincolnshire  blamf^d  the  hon. 
MomWr  for  Ipswich  bec^ause  he  had  pro- 
scribed no  remedy ;  but  I  confoss  that 
I  have  not  yet  found  hon.  G«**it1emon 
on  that  side  of  tho  Ilouse  prescribing 
any  rt^medv  themselves.  If  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  tiiisside  of  the  House  havo  not 
prf>scrib««d  tho  right  sort  of  medicine,  the 
llovernment  at  the  present  time  have 
every  opportunity  of  finding  that  medi* 
cin«*  and  relieving  the  di^tross.  The 
rifcht  hon.  (ientloman  tho  Member  for 
Mid  lincolnsbire  snid  last  night  that 
wages  had  g^ne  down  in  that  county 
fn>m  18f.  to  13«.  per  we(>U.  He 
espreased  great  surnrise  and  wonder 
how  these  poor  peon^e  manage  to  live. 
Now,  I  think  I  shall  l>e  quite  in  place 
if  1  ask  the  right  h'>n.  Gentlonian  to  try 
to  live  upon  that  wagt^  for  three  months 
himsi4f — then  he  will  be  able  to  s  dve 
the  problem.  He  further  said  that, 
while  wages  were  low,  numbers  of  m(*n 
w«"re  out  of  i-raploymi'nt.  Well,  if  it  is 
diAcult  for  a  man  with  12 1.  a* week  to 
support  him«4*lf,  hi*  wifo,  an'l,  perhaps, 
three  or  four  children,  what  a  sorry 
plight  tho4e  men  mu«t  bo  in  who  art* 
«•  tt  of  employmont  and  hnve  no  wspt* 
a*,  all.  H<»n.  <fft*ntl«>m<*n  havr  »nid  thnt 
a^'out  a  q'tattcr  of  an  arre  is  Ruffi<  ii*nt 
for  a  working  man  in  n  «illa,rH.  TiMr«> 
may  h**  i^ome  working  nn»n.  fwh  as 
•hepherds  and  cartir^,  wlio  W'-uM, 
p«*rnapa,  be  cont«*nti>d  with  a  ro  m1  of 
gTtmnd  ;  but  I  ventun>  to  sny  that  a 
vf<Ty  large  number  of  the  labourers  in 
Norfolk— and  I  am  speaking  now  from 


my  own  experience  in  that  county — 
would  only  be  too  glad  if  they  could 
rent  an  acre  or  two  at  a  fair  market 
price.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  find 
any  human  or  I>ivino  law  which  would 
confine  me,  as  a  skilled  labourer,  to  one 
rood  of  God*s  earth.  If  I  have  energy, 
tict,  and  skill  by  which  I  could  cultivate 
my  acre  or  two,  and  I  uy  my  cow  into 
the  bargain,  I  do  not  Foe  any  just  reason 
why  my  energies  should  bo  crippled  and 
my  forces  held  back,  and  why  I  should 
be  content,  as  an  agricultural  labourer, 
with  a  roo<l  of  ground  and  my  nose  on 
the  grindstone  all  the  days  of  my  life. 
We  want  to  put  an  end  to  pauperism ; 
and  I  am  pret  ared  to  say  among  my 
class  there  are  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  working  men  who  hate  pauperism, 
and  who  have  a  perfect  horror  of  the 
workhouse.  But  if  wo  are  to  bo  cut 
down  to  12«.  a-week,  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentloroan  acknowl<Hlged  waa  a 
very  small  wage,  and  if  these  men  by 
their  energy  can  supplement  those  wages 
by  another  I  Or.  or  r2f.  into  the  bargain, 
I  want  to  know  why  it  should  not  be 
done,  and  the  pauperism  c»f  the  country 
lo.H4oned?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  of  men  in  France  having  to  work 
very  hard,  and  appearing  very  old  whon 
tlioy  were  almost  young.  He  said  thoy 
carried  fodder  to  the  cows,  and  went 
milking,  and  the  re^t  of  it ;  but  tho 
ri^ht  hrm.  Gentleman  forgot  to  tell  us 
that  they  were  their  own  cows.  I  have 
seen  the  women  in  Somersetshire,  Wilt- 
shire, and  Dorsetshire  milking  other 
people's  eows,  and  having  very  little  of 
the  milk  which  they  drew  from  them. 
I  cannot  understand  for  the  life  of  mo 
why,  if  an  Knglish  workman  can,  by 
thrift  and  industry  and  care,  manage  to 
secure  to  himself  and  hia  family  a  cow, 
he  should  not  have  the  opportunity  of 
doing  po.  The  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  means  that.  Wo 
do  not  ask  for  borrowed  funds,  or  for 
the  land  to  bo  given  us,  and  we  have  no 
d<*«^ire  to  st«>al  it.  What  the  Amend* 
inent  nsks,  and  what  I  ask  hon.  Uen- 
tb«:u«'n  on  b'tth  sides  of  tho  House,  is, 
wb«th*>r  the  tlnio  has  not  come  whon 
tb"*«»  lh*>U'»«n'!'»  of  industrious  and 
willing  wurkem  sh'Mild  no  longer  be 
shut  «>ut  from  the  soil,  ond  should  have 
an  o|i|Mirtunity  of  olitainin^^  a  fair  freo- 
hnbl.  and  pr  xlueing  f<M>d  for  themselves 
and  tf leir  families  ?  Why  are  thaaa  men 
out  of  work  ?    Is  it  because  the  land  ia 
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so  well  Ottltiyated  that  no  more  of  their 
labour  is  required  ?  I  travol  this  country 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  I  have 
an  idea  I  know  when  land  is  cultivated 
and  when  it  is  not  as  well  as  any  Gentle- 
man in  this  House.  I  say,  foarlees  of 
contradiction,  that  there  are  tens  of 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  waiting  for 
the  hand  of  the  workman ;  and  what  this 
House  ought  to  consider  and  aim  at  is 
to  use  every  legitimate  means  to  bring 
the  land  that  cries  for  labour  to  the 
labourer  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  ad- 
dressing in  this  House  largo  landed 
proprietors;  and  will  any  hon  Gentle- 
man attempt  for  one  moment  to  deny 
that  the  best  cultivated  estate  is  the 
best  for  the  landlord  ?  When  I  look  at 
this  question  I  go  almost  out  of  the 
region  of  Party  politics.  It  is  not  a 
landlord's,  a  tenant  farmer's,  or  a 
labourer's  question ;  it  is  the  question 
of  the  people,  and  they  will  very  soon 
make  it  their  question.  We  are  not 
Socialists — not  in  the  offensive  moan- 
ing of  the  word;  but  to  a  certain 
extent  we  are  Socialists,  because  we 
are  social  beings.  We  like  social 
comforts  and  social  society;  but  wo 
have  a  great  aversion  to  social  society 
paid  for  out  of  the  poor  rates.  An 
hon.  Gentleman  said  last  night  that 
it  was  beyond  the  power  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North- West  Norfolk  to  raise 
wages.  I  thought  it  was  equally  im- 
possible for  lan£ords  in  this  country  to 
foroe  up  rent.  We  have  always  been 
told  that  the  price  of  labour  would  be 
regulated  by  what  it  is  worth  in  the 
market.  That  is  just  what  land  has  got 
to  be.  My  idea  of  justice  in  land  is 
this— *that  if  I  have  to  sell  as  a  tenant 
farmer  my  produce  extremely  cheap, 
then  I  say  the  rent  of  my  land  should 
be  extremely  cheap.  But  the  time  has 
come  for,  and  this  Parliament  has  been 
elected  very  largely  to  carry  out,  some 
just  and  wise  measure,  not  only  for  the 
improvement  of  the  tenant  farmers — 
and  Heaven  knows  they  want  some-  ' 
thing,  poroe  of  them — but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  labourers  and  for  the  benc6t  of 
the  country.  Whoa  I  look  around  on 
thb  side  of  tho  House  I  see  several  hon. 
Gentlemen — a  fair  number  of  Liberal 
Members — who  have  been  retumtHl  by 
the  votes  very  largely  of  tho  agricultural 
labourers.  They  know  that  during  the 
contests  in  various  divisions  the  labourers 
expressed  a  vety  great  desire  for  land  to 
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cultivate  for  themselves.  They  naturally 
concurred  with  that  idea;  but  I  have 
never  heard  any  Liberal  candidate  pro- 
mise the  labourers  three  acres  and  a  cow. 
For  myself,  I  never  made  such  a  yain 
promise.  Something  which  dropped  from 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Lord  Advo- 
cate last  night  somewhat  grieved  me. 
When  he  was  speaking  of  the  labourers 
of  Scotland  I  think  he  called  them  hinds. 
I  should  like  to  inform  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  that  though  our 
lot  in  life  has  been  one  of  poverty, 
though  we  were  born  in  humble  cot- 
tages, at  the  same  time  we  look  upon 
ourselves  as  men.  I  think  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
would  feel  very  much  annoyed  if  we 
were  to  call  them  aristocratic  goats.  The 
labourers  of  this  country  know  they  are 
men.  They  have  largely  contributed  to 
the  constitution  of  this  House;  and  I 
hope  it  will  bo  able  to  show  honestly  and 
fairly  to  the  labourers  who  have  sent  us 
here  that,  at  least,  we  did  our  best  to 
redress  their  grievances,  to  dry  their 
tears,  to  wipe  away  their  sorrows,  and 
to  place  them  in  the  position  of  free 
men. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  had  asked  the  Houso  to  ap- 
prove of  two  principles— the  principle  of 
allotment  and  the  principle  of  small 
holdings.  Now,  if  they  came  to  speak 
of  the  principle  of  small  holdings  he 
found  himself  somewhat  at  issue  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich.  He 
would  agree  with  what  the  hon.  Member 
said,  or  anyone  said,  as  to  the  land  of 
the  country.  He  believed  there  were 
too  few  landlords  and  too  few  small 
holdings.  An  increase  in  the  number 
of  holdings  would  be  to  the  benefit  of 
the  countoy  at  large.  From  a  purely 
politics  1  point  of  view,  he  was  sure  the 
Conservative  side  of  the  House  would  be 
the  first  to  welcome  the  proposals  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  to  establish  a 
peasant  proprietary  in  the  country,  for 
there  was  nothing  which  had  a  greater 
tendency  to  make  people  Conservatives 
than  to  know  that  they  had  something 
to  lose.  He  believed  it  would  be  for 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country  and  the 
stability  of  its  intttitutions  that  there 
should  be  more  holdings.  If  he  might 
be  allowed  to  fay  eo.  there  was  no  one 
in  any  part  of  the  House  who  would 
dissent  from  the  remark  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North- West  Norfolk  (Mr. 
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Ardi^  In  tho  eloquent  etrains  in  which 
ho  spoke  of  the  pergonal  aspirations  of 
the  agrieoltaral  laliouretii  to  rise  aboTe 
the  j»o»ition  in  which  they  b^^g^an  life, 
and  tako  a  small  hoMinfC-  l^ut  if  they 
w**re  to  have  small  holdinf^  thoy  must 
l»e  in  tho  possession  of  mon  who  hold  as 
owners  or  an  peasant  pn>priotors  their 
own  land.  If  he  wore  himself  about  to 
take  a  small  plot  of  land  ho  would  think 
orer  it ;  and  ho  should  come  to  the  con- 
<lu«i<in  that  he  would  rather  be  the 
holder  of  that  land  as  tenant  than  as 
owner  of  it  in  his  own  right,  for  this 
rf^a^on^becanse  though  in  prosperous 
yean  ho  would  bo  tho  gainer,  yet  in  bad 
year*,  of  which  they  had  had  so  much 
c>«perienct%  ho  ^ould  bo  thrown  back 
tip<m  his  own  resiurcos,  and  when  theee 
Wf>re  gono  ho  would  havo  no  one  to  ap- 
peal to ;  whf-rea^  if  he  wore  only  a 
tenant  farmer,  he  could  roly  on  the  in- 
dttlgonee  of  his  landlord.  [Ir^nicai 
€kt0r$  ffom  the  Irith  BenehtM.^  An  hon. 
Member  from  In*Iand,  only  tho  other 
night,  had  spoken  in  terms  of  praise  of 
tho  generosity  of  English  landlords. 
When  he  found  he  could  not  carry  on 
his  business  ho  would  turn  to  some 
other  mode  of  life.  Tho  hon.  Member 
for  itrimsby  (Mr.  H€«neage;.  insinuating 
that  tho  Government  were  not  in  favour 
of  such  a  thing,  said  the  supporters  of 
the  Amendment  were  in  favour  of  a  man 
hay  in  IT  land  if  he  were  able  to  pay  for 
it.  Wt'll,  if  a  man  were  able  to  pay  for 
land  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  doing 
«■>.  Ihofo  wore  thousands  and  t«*ns  of 
thoosaads  of  acres  offered  for  fale,  as 
hon.  Members  would  see  on  looking  at 
their  newspapers  every  Saturday.  If  it 
w«»re  true,  a«  tho  hon.  Member  for  North- 
We»t  Norfolk  said,  that  the  new  pea- 
sant  proprietary,  whose  cause  he  advo- 
cated, did  not  want  to  lK>rrow  tho  capital, 
where  was  the  nercM^ity  for  the  Mfition  ? 
But  fmm  the  p  itnt  of  view  of  tho  poaviut 
I*rnpri«'tor  there  were  grave  object  ion « 
t«>  tiiA  H'hemo.  A  great  French  autho- 
rity bad  drawn  a  dreadful  picture  of  the 
condition  of  the  peasant  propri<*tary  in 
that  country ;  ana  if  this  were  the  condi- 
ti^m  of  a  peasant  proprietary  abroad, 
whore  so  many  artificial  mt*ans  Wi*re 
taken  to  keep  up  the  price  of  agricul- 
toral  produce,  how,  in  the  more  un- 
favourable climate  of  England,  could  a 
peasant  proprietary  exist,  when  no  arti- 
ftrial  maaaa  were  adopted  of  keeping  up 
the  pnoasi  and  when  mao  with  eapitai 


behind  them  wore  being  brought  to  the 
verge  of  ruin  in  largo  numbers?  Tho 
right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
(Mr.  Chamberlain)  said  he  would  do  any- 
thing to  increase  the  production  of  land ; 
but  authorities,  bothEnti^lish  and  French, 
concurred  in  saying  that  tho  production 
of  whoat  was  not  half  as  much  per  acre 
in  France  as  it  was  in  England.  Under 
those  circumstances,  he  was  unablo  to 
agree  to  that  portion  of  the  Motion  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
asked  the  House  to  subscribe  to  the 
doctrine  of  a  peasant  proprietary.  Whon, 
however,  he  came  to  tho  Question  of 
allotments,  that  was  an  entirely  difTorent 
matter.  There  was  no  ono  in  the  Ilouse 
who  would  offer  the  smallest  stumbling- 
block  to  extending  the  system  of  allot- 
ments. He  could  not  conceivo  anything 
that  they  should  support  more  than  that 
the  man  who  toiled  all  day  on  the  pro- 
perty of  another  should  have  himself 
some  little  property — a  quarter  or  half 
an  acre — which  ho  might  cultivate  for 
his  own  benefit.  During  the  Election 
something  was  said  about  compulsory 
purchase  being  a  species  of  plunder. 
As  a  very  humble  Member  of  the  Con- 
servative Party  ho  ventured  to  dissent 
from  that  doctrine,  for  it  seemed  to  him 
that  no  charge  of  plunder  oould  be 
levelled  against  the  principle  that  a  fair 
market  prioe  should  be  given  to  anyone 
for  the  land  taken  from  him.  The  doc- 
trine  had  been  laid  down  over  and  over 
agsin^in  the  purchase  of  land  for  rail- 
ways, in  the  Artixans*  Dwellings  Act, 
and  in  other  measures.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  say 
that  he  believed  that  voluntary  efforts 
would  very  largely  meet  this  question  of 
allotments ;  but  if  voluntary  propositiona 
of  landlords  did  not  suffice  to  moot  this, 
then  he  believed  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary, and,  if  so,  then  right  and  justifiable, 
to  carry  out  some  measure  by  which  the 
common  wealth  might  be  protected,  and 
by  which  men  should  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity in  every  district  of  the  country  of 
becoming  the  owners  oi  allotments.  But 
while  agreeing  with  that  doctrine,  how 
could  he  support  the  Amendment  ?  The 
lion.  Member  for  Ipswich  complained 
that  no  measures  were  announc4*d  in  the 
Qucen*s  Speech,  and  said  they  wanted 
the  machinery  to  assist  labourers  to  get 
the  land.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  speak- 
ing at  lalisgton  on  the  16th  June,  aaid — 
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'*  The  6nt  doty  of  the  new PorUament  would 
bo  the  completion  and  extension  of  the  system 
of  local  government*  This  was  a  necessity 
prior  to  almost  any  change  in  other  directions. 
There  were  numerous  other  changes-- tern- 
peranco  reform,  reform  of  taxation,  and  g^eat 
social  questions  which  were  prcs^sinj;  for  sola- 
tion ;  but  local  government  was  the  instrument 
whereby  alone  it  was  possible  for  those  matters 
to  bo  properly  and  effectually  dealt  with/* 

On  looking  at  tbo  Queen's  Speech,  ho 
found  that  local  County  Oovernment 
Boards  were  definitely  put  forward ;  and 
thereforo  the  machinery  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thought  nocossary,  and 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
said  was  all  he  wanted,  was  provided. 
He  also  found  in  the  Gracious  Speech  a 
proposed  reform  of  the  laws  relating  to 
the  transfer  of  land,  and  that  was  all 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  wanted  when  he 
aaid  he  wanted  no  new-fangled  doc- 
trines, but  only  the  simplification  of  the 
transfer  of  land ;  and  yet  the  House  was 
asked  to  say  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
remment  had  not  hinted  in  any  way  at 
any  reform.  He  was  tempted  to  believe 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  must 
have  drawn  up  the  Amendment  before 
he  read  the  Gracious  Speech ;  or,  if  not, 
then  he  was  driven  to  the  hypothesis 
that  in  his  own  heart  the  hon.  Member 
was  not  afraid  that  the  Government 
would  do  too  little,  but  that  with  a  pru- 
dent regard  to  a  possible  change  of 
Toting  on  the  part  of  the  agricultural 
electors  ho  was  afraid  the  Qovoniment 
were  going  to  do  too  much.  With  the 
permission  of  the  Houso  he  desired  to 
refer  to  another  matter,  about  which 
the  hen.  Member  for  Ipswich  hod  said 
but  little,  and  that  was  the  condition  of 
the  population  of  their  large  towns.  He 
hoped  that  the  Koyal  Commission  on 
Trade  would  bo  a  success ;  that  the  evi- 
dence it  collected  would  be  valuable, 
and  its  Keport  a  benefit  to  the  public,  j 
But  the  presentation  of  the  Keport  and 
waiting  for  the  gradual  results  of  an 
allotment  system  were  necessarily  matters^ 
of  time ;  and  he  desired  to  touch  upon  a 
subject  which,  in  his  opinion,  bruoked 
no  delay.  He  would  earnestly  prc^^s 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Governmout 
the  position  of  tens  of  thousands  of  their  , 
fellow-countrymen,  who  at  this  moment 
did  not  ask  for  charity,  but  for  some 
work  whereby  they  oould  keen  body  and 
■oul  together.  There  was  notning  more 
nmaruble  or  more  touching  than  the 
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fact  that  though  thousands  did  not  know, 
when  they  rose  in  the  morning,  whether 
they  would  get  a  crust  of  bread  before 
night,  they  would  do  any  sort  of  work 
rather  than  darken  the  doors  of  a  work- 
house.    They    asked    for   work.     The 
struggle  for  existence  was  very  despe* 
rate,  and  could  be  seen  in  every  trade. 
Hundreds  of  men  could  be  seen  standing 
at  the  docks  waiting  for  a  chance  of  the 
10  or  20  vacancies  there  might  be,  and 
in  reply  to  any  sort  of  an  advertisement 
of  a  situation  there  were  crowds  of  ap- 
plicants.     All  these  things  spoke  of  a 
condition    of  matters    which  must  be 
altered  if  the  government  of  the  country 
was   to   be   continued.      People   were 
driven  out  of  the  country  and  came  to 
London  trying  to  find  work,  and  they 
thus  made  matters  worse.     He  knew  of 
an  instance  where  he  met  a  man  who 
had  walked  with  his  family  from  Lan* 
cashiro  to  London  and  arrived  penniless. 
He  thought  how  terrible  must  be  the 
condition  of  afifairs  when  a  man  oould 
come  to  London  without  a  penny  and 
without  a  friend,  go  into  the  crowa,  and 
disappear  like  a  snowflako  on  the  aea. 
He  might  be  told  that  that  doctrine  was 
a  dangerous  one — that  doctrine  of  ask- 
ing for  public  works  to  be  carried  out 
by  the  Government.     He  might  be  told 
it  was  Socialistic.     He  did  not  care  for 
that  if  it  saved  men*s  lives.    It  might 
be  said  it  was  against  political  economy ; 
but  he  did  not  care  what  it  was  against 
if  it  efTected  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
intended ;  and  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
if  political  economy  told  them  it  was 
wrong  for  a  Government  to  use  some  of 
its  resources  to  aid  those   who,  from 
circumstances  beyond  their  own  control, 
could  not  get  work,  then  he  was  bound 
to  say  the  sooner  they  got  rid  of  such  a 
doctrine  the  better.     He  apologized  to 
the  House  for  having  thus  kept  them. 
He  knew  how  valuable  was  its  time,  and 
it  was  only  because  he  was  almost  de» 
spaiting  of  the  lives  of  many  hard  work- 
ing  and  honest  men  who  were  utterly 
unable  to  get  help  that  he  had  appealed 
to  the  House,  in  the  hope  that  some- 
thing  might  be  done  by  the  Government, 
whether  it  was  Liberal  or  Conservative, 
to  relieve  them  without  delay. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  Sir,  the  Hooso 
has  listened  with  interest  to  the  two 
speeches  which  have  just  been  de* 
livered.  All  of  us  must  sympathise 
with  the  objects  which  the  hon.  Mam- 
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Wr  for  East  \a9^  (Mr.  Dawson)  and 
Watt  Norfolk  (Mr.  Arob)  hara  in  Tiew ; 
bol  heavjT  indeed  will  be  the  renponsi- 
l-ilitj  that  reata  upon  hon.  Mcinbera 
of  ihU  HouM  if,  carried  away  by  the 
I'bjacia  which  theee  hon.  Members  and 
which  wo  all  have  at  heart,  thoy  venture 
in  punuit  of  theee  aiinn  to  embark  on 
a  roorva  whiih  may  not  lead  to  the  ac- 
c<»mp)i*hment  of  those  aima.  Wo  all 
cv^oMi  to  tho  consideration  of  this  Mo- 
tion fresh  from  an  electoral  campaiprn  ; 
Ha  are  all  bound  by  speochea  which 
we  have  made  during  the  Recons.  [ /a- 
/-rra^iMi.J  I  tru»t  that  hon.  Alem- 
l»«ri  below'  the  Ganp^way  and  from  Ire- 
land will  remember  that  they  have  had 
a  c>urteoaa  hearinfc  frt)m  thia  House, 
and  that  those  who  may  bo  ohli^d  to 
iipt*ak,  perhaps  s  )mowhnt  in  opputition 
t'>  the  popular  current,  may,  at  least,  4»x- 
|>eit  an  indulgent  hearing.  I  say  that 
a  heaTy  responMbility  rests  aa  much 
upon  Ihoaa  who  propoae,  or  vote  for,  or 
promote,  measures  which  may  not  lead 
t'l  the  objects  at  which  they  are  aimed 
as  feats  upon  those  who  oppose  those 
measuras,  because  thi^y  do  not  believe 
in  their  hearts  and  consciences  that 
they  will  achieye  thono  ends ;  and  so 
I  aay,  as  I  have  ^aid  many  timt^n 
daring  the  late  electoral  campai{;^n,  it 
b  not  enough  to  com**  forward  and  pro- 
f««a  sympathy  with  the  aims  proposed 
unless   wo   beliovo   the   motisurcs    pro- 

i"«rd  will  practically  realize  t)i«>m. 
trust,  aa  RadituI  audicncos  hart*  lKH>n 
2*^*rfecCly  prepan-d  to  listen  to  argu- 
menta  when  thoy  WliwtHl  tli<'y  wtTO 
h<inaatly  brought  forward,  so  in  the 
Hooae  of  <*ommons  it  maybe  peniiiH- 
sible  to  come  forward,  even  in  what 
may  be  a  somewhat  unpopular  cause, 
and  to  eaamiue  tho  proposals  that  are 
pot  balbra  thta  IIou«o,  in  order  to  m^ 
whether  they  will  hold  water.  I  would 
wash,  at  tho  outsit  of  the  few  remarks 
I  will  make,  to  sav  that  this  is  a  great 
aabjart;  and  those  who  sit  on  thi^  sid«'ol 
the  llouae,  as  well  as  those  who  »it  on 
the  other  side,  know  how  groat  a  subject 
it  is — a  suhjoct  almost  too  groat  to  Lo 
dtspoa»d  of  in  one  night's  debate — a 
•abject  which  reaches  dee)>  down  into 
s^jcif  ty  ;  and  a  subject,  no  doubt,  which 
reqttirsa  careful  examination.  I  ask 
mjnsetf  what  is  really  at  the  bottom  of 
tha  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
bar  for  iMwicb  (Mr.  Ja«a  Collings)  ? 
It  ia  that  tha  8tata  ahoald  atap  in.   The 


position  is  that  it  is  assumed  that  volun- 
tary effort  has  now  failed;  that  the  com- 
munity should  come  to  tho  rescue;  and 
that  we  should  put  upon  the  community 
at  large  tasks  which  I  doubt  whether  tho 
Jjocal  Authorities  will  bo  able  satisfac- 
torily to  perform.  If  it  can  be  contended, 
and  if  there  are  men  who  beliero,  that 
the  subntitution  of  the  community  for  the 
individual,  in  this  matter,  will  not  pro- 
mote the  object  which  we  all  have  at 
heart,  but  that  it  may  even  retard 
it,  I  aay  that  thoy  would  be  traitors 
to  their  consciencea  and  traitors  to 
the  cause  which  is  before  them  if  thoy 
did  not  speak  out  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  tell  hon.  Members 
what  they  believe.  I  had  thought, 
I  may  say  almost  till  to-night,  that 
there  was  a  largo  body  of  Liberal 
opinion  which  bolieveil,  according  to  the 
older  traditions  of  the  liberal  Party, 
that  to  substitute  the  community  in 
order  to  do  a  duty  which  individuals 
ought  to  perform  was  a  somewhat  dan- 
gerous step  to  take.  Now,  ^Ir.  Speaker, 
1  have  said  that  we  all  come  fresn  from 
our  electoral  campaign ;  and  tho  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  comes  forward  at  a 
very  early  date,  supnorted  by  a  largo 
number  of  hon.  Mem  hers  on  this  side, 
to  ady<  cate  the  cau^e  for  which  he  con- 
tendoil  during  that  campaign.  Similarly, 
those  who  have  broken  a  lance  on  tho 
other  side  are  bound  to  come  forward  to 
*«tate  thojr  opinions  in  thia  1  louse,  as  they 
have  htated  them  to  their  constituents. 
Wo  had  before  us  during  tho  campaign 
what  has  bot-n  called  an  authorizea  pro- 
gramme and  an  unauthorixed  pro- 
gramme. The  unauthorixe<l  programme 
contained  four  poiuta  with  regard  to 
which  I  will  not  weary  the  Houfo ;  be* 
cause  I  feel  that  anyone  who  read  one 
tithe  of  the  spcechea  which  have  been 
made  during  the  Recess  must  have  been 
almost  surfeiteil  with  these  four  points. 
Having  been  cngagod  in  a  somewhat 
warm  controversy  upon  this  very  matter 
with  my  right  hfm.  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Rirmingham  (Mr.  J.  C*ham- 
berlain^.  I  should  like  to  be  allowed  to 
coi.gratulate  him,  with  good  humour, 
this  evening,  upon  the  fact  that  ho  has 
tran»ffrred  a  serious  item  in  that  un- 
authorir<Ml  programme  into  what  ia  now, 
appan-ntly,  the  authorized  pro,^ammo 
of  the  Liberal  Party.  1  trust  he  will 
aecapt  the  compliment  in  the  spirit  in 
whioh  I  oflSar  it.    But  I  muat  say  that 
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I  did  not  understand  that  during  the 
late  campaign  the  acquisition  by  the 
community  ot  lands  for  tho  purpose  of 
letting  out  those  lands,  either  in  allot- 
ments or  in  small  holdings,  was  a  por- 
tion  of  the  authorized  programme  with 
which  we  went  to  the  constituencies. 
I  may  have  been  mistaken,  and  perhaps 
I  was;  because  I  remember  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles 
W.  Dilke)  said  you  could  read  this 
question  of  allotments  into  the  autho- 
rized programme.  I  did  not  know  that 
on  occasions  like  this  you  would  have  to 
read  anything  into  programmes.  I 
think  it  is  somewhat  hard  upon  those 
who  believed  that  this  was  an  open 
question,  and  that  jou  might  be  as  good 
a  Liberal  if  you  had  faith  in  the  action  of 
the  individual  as  if  you  believed  in  tho 
action  of  the  State.  But  now  I  under- 
stand it  is  put  forward,  on  authority,  that 
the  Party,  as  a  whole,  will  endorse  that 
which  has  practically  been  in  the  un- 
authorised programme,  and  which  has 
been  the  chief  point  in  the  programme 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain). I  confess  that  it  is  not  possible 
for  mo  to  be  converted  by  three  days 
of  Parliamentary  discussion.  Conver- 
sions, I  admit,  proceed,  in  these  days, 
with  some  rapidity.  I  must  say  that 
we  have  seen  three  interesting  days. 
On  the  first  day  there  seemed  to  me  to 
be  a  greater  conversion  towards  Home 
Kule  than  we  had  ever  judged  possible. 
On  the  second  day  thero  was  a  large 
minority  practically  for  introducing  the 
**  three  F's  "  into  the  United  Kingdom. 
On  the  tbird  day  the  proposition  is,  as  I 
understand,  that  we  are  to  give  power 
to  municipalitiea  in  order  to  promote 
small  holdings  and  allotments  under  a 
system  of  compulsion  as  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Memlter  for  Ipsnieh  ^Mr. 
Jes.HO  Colling(»).  Although  tho  rl^Iit 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Ix^thian  ^Mr. 
Gladstone)  somewhat  reserves  himself 
upon  that  point,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
his  reserves  were  not  stated  with  that 
lirmntss  which  would  lead  one  to  sup- 
pose that  any  g^at  resistance  would  be 
made  if  the  pr\»p<Mal  were  pre•^ed. 
And  now,  Mr.  speaker,  let  me  put  my* 
s\«lf  right  with  the  House  in  this  matter. 
Thoee  who  have  done  mo  the  honour  of 
reading  anything  that  I  have  said  on 
this  aobject  will  know  that  I  do  not 
yield  to  anyone  in  my  deeire  to  ineroMe 
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the  number  of  the  proprietors  of  land. 
They  will  know  that  I  believe,  as  many 
hon.  Members  have  stated  this  evening, 
that  it  would  strengthen  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  would  lead  to  untold  social 
advantages,  if  you  could  increase  the 
number  of  thoso  who  are  proprietors  of 
tho  soil.  I  have  repeatedly  stated,  fur- 
ther, that  it  appears  to  me  a  matter  of 
supreme  interest  that  oven  if  you  oould 
not  increase  the  number  of  proprietors 
of  the  soil  there  should  be  more  persona 
cultivating  small  holdings,  and  espe- 
cially that  the  number  of  allotments 
should  be  increased  as  far  as  possible. 
These  are  not  late  views.  \^A  Utugh.']  I 
do  not  know  why  the  hon.  Member 
for  Argyllshire  (Mr.  Macfarlane)  should 
laugh. 

Mb.  macfarlane  :  1  can  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  was  not 
laughing  at  anything  which  fell  from 
him. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  No  one  can  antici- 
pate that  hon.  Members  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  antecedents  of  every 
Member  of  this  House.  But  I  wish  to 
state  it  as  a  fact,  which  I  trust  my  hon. 
Friends  will  accept  from  me,  that  lonK 
before  the  recent  agitation  I  had  stated 
in  public  over  and  over  again  this  view 
— that  I  am  entirely  in  favonr  of  the 
multiplication  of  the  number  of  owners, 
and  also  entirely  in  favonr  of  the  sys- 
tem of  allotments;  and  if  this  Motion 
went  no  further  than  this — than  to  ex* 
press,  as  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  has  ex- 
pressed to  the  House  this  evening,  the 
opinion  that  the  divorce  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourer  from  the  soil  was  a  cala- 
mity to  this  country — if  that  mere  ab- 
stract proposition  was  in  this  Motion,  I 
should  vote  for  it  with  as  great  en- 
thusiasm as  any  hon.  Member  sitting  on 
this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  jess  E  Cl  )LLINGS :  That  woold 
be  ]»erfectlv  useless. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  That  would  be  per* 
fectly  useless,  says  my  hon.  Friend.  But 
it  was  because  my  rij^ht  hon.  Friend  the 
MembtT  for  Mid  Lothian  considered 
that  to  be  the  point  of  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber*8  Motion  that  he  has  consented  to 
vote  for  it  this  evening. 

Mr  JESSE  C0LL1XG8 :  I  did  not 
mean  to  say  it  would  be  perfectly  use- 
less ;  but  I  intended  to  imply  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wonla  vote  fiur  it 
il  il  would  be  pecfectly  nsslsss. 
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Mm.  0080HEN :  Whj  should  mj 
Friend  considor  that  I  would  vote 
for  it  if  it  would  ho  perfectly  uneloes  ? 
That  Ib  the  kind  of  spirit  to  which  I 
object.  I  consider  the  hon.  Member's 
ICution  not  to  be  of  much  utility,  as  I 
•hall  show  if  I  continue  my  romorks. 
Bui  my  argument  is  this — that  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
has  said  that  the  point  of  my  hon. 
Friend's  Amendment  is  that  it  esproMos 
Uie  desire  that  we  ahould  put  an  end  to 
the  dtTOioo  of  the  agricultural  labourer 
from  the  s  >iL  I  say  again,  though  I  may 
osctte  the  hilarity  of  hon.  Members, 
that  if  this  were  a  mere  abstract  propo- 
aitiun  I  would  rote  for  it.  But  I  should 
know,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  was  not 
doing  much  to  promote  the  cause  which 
IBT  hon.  Friend  has  at  heart.  It  may  be 
naked,  then,  why  object  to  the  Motion  of 
my  hon.  Friend  f  I  think  it  was  remarked 
by  some  hon.  Member  this  evening  that 
irou  onght  not  to  raise  false  hopes ;  and 
\  brliere  that  in  this  Motion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  there  lurks  a  danger  of  rai»ing 
false  hopes  among  a  great  portion  of  the 
agrlcttUoral  labourers.  Therefore,  I  do 
not  think  I  am  jostified  in  voting  for  it. 
You  think  otherwise ;  therefore  you  may 
be  joslafied  in  voting  for  it.  But  those 
who  believe  that  in  the  particular  plans 

i»j|  forward  by  mv  hon.  Friend  there 
urks  the  danger  of  arresting  that  spon- 
tan««ous  devehipment  which  is  now  in 
]m';;ress  will  vote  af^ainvt  it.  Is  there  no 
j>n>grets  now?  ''Mr.  Jr.^sB  Colxixos: 
No. ',  Mv  hon.  Friend  saya  '*  No."  I 
cannot  admit  that.  I  b<>lieve  in  the  pre* 
grees  of  publio  opinion ;  and  if  the  hon. 
Nemlier  wishes  it,  I  will  give  him  the 
credit  of  having  stimulated  that  public 
opinion,  and  of  having  done  good  ser- 
%ict*  th-r«*by;  but  I  believe  that  the 
public  opiniun  routed  during  this  dis- 
cutsion  will  be  infioit4*ly  more  valuable 
in  promoting  the  system  of  allotm«>nts 
and  small  holdings  than  the  lo^alation 
which  he  wishes  to  stimulate.  1  admit 
that  landlords  have  bt-en  rouseil.  I  be- 
lieve that  all  that  has  been  said  may 
have  stimulated  some  landlonls  who 
were  somewhat  blind  to  their  duty.  It 
may  have  encouraged  them  to  perform 
that  doty.  But  I  say  that  that  public 
feeling  has  been  roused ;  that  there  is  in 
Mogrsas  at  this  moment  a  large  deve* 
iopaeot  of  the  system  of  allotments ; 
and  that  there  are  a  large  number  of 
landlords  who  are  aoel  anxioaa  to  pro* 


mote  it ;  and  why  should  thev  not  do  so  ? 
Is  there  anything  against  the  interests 
of  landlords  in  promoting  the  system  of 
allotments  ?  Most  proper  distinctions 
have  been  drawn  this  evening  between 
the  system  of  allotments  and  small 
holdings.  I  agree  with  those  who  think 
that  while  it  is  absolutely  certain  that 
the  extension  of  the  system  of  allot* 
ments  would  be  of  vast  advantage  to  the 
whole  community,  the  question  as  re- 
gards small  holdings  is  not  so  decided. 
With  regard  to  small  holdings,  it  is  an 
economical  question  upon  which  there 
is  much  to  be  said.  I  make  this  admis- 
sion to  my  hon.  Friend  and  to  the  UousOp 
if  hon.  Members  care  to  know  my  opi* 
nion  on  the  subject.  Although  it  may 
toll  a;^nst  my  own  argument,  I  should 
prefer  to  see  a  larger  number  of  persons 
farming  their  own  land  as  small  holdings 
than  a  larger  number  of  holdings  under 
an  opposite  system.  I  am  so  convinced  of 
the  social  advantages  of  having  a  large 
number  of  persona  interested  in  the  soil, 
of  having  the  agricultural  labourers  in* 
terested  in  the  soil,  that  I  would  gladly 
put  up  with  a  smaller  a^^gregate  produo* 
tion  of  wealth  in  order  to  see  this  larger 
number  interested  in  the  soil.  I  make 
that  admii^sion  in  order  that  hon.  Mem* 
bers  may  see  that  I  am  not  blind  to  this 
movement  which  has  been  so  enoouraged 
by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birminghiun  ( Mr.  J.  Chamberlain).  But 
I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  this. 
You  want  machinery  to  carry  this  system 
out  It  is  all  very  well  to  pass  an  ah* 
street  Kesolution ;  but  I  think  everyone 
will  agreo^my  hon.  Friends  on  this 
side  of  the  House  will  agree— with  me 
when  I  say  that  no  man  would  be  justi- 
fied in  voting  for  the  Besolution  of  my 
hon.  Friend  unless  he,  at  the  same  time, 
believed  that  you  can  invent  such  a 
machinery  as  would  carry  it  out  satis- 
factorily. You  would  not  vote  in  the 
abfttract  for  such  a  proposal,  raising  the 
hopes  of  tho  agricultural  labourers,  if 
you  thought  that  your  machinery  would 
ultimately  prove  imperfect.  My  hon. 
Friend  believes  that  there  can  be  a  per- 
fect machinery,  and  therefore  he  is  jus- 
tified in  submitting  his  proposal  to  the 
attention  of  the  House.  But  other  hon. 
Members  say — *'  Why  not  try  it  as  an 
experiment  ?  "  I  say  it  is  a  dangerous 
experiment^  because,  by  trying  the  ex- 
periment, yon  may  disoonrage  the  volun- 
tary movement  that  ia  sow  going  on.   I 
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can  fancy  that  many  landlords  who  aro 
now  propared  to  givo  allotmouts  might 
much  prefer  that  they  should  soil  their 
land  to  the  community,  and  that  then 
the  community  should  undcitake  all  the 
disagreeable  labour  of  collecting  the 
rents  from  the  tenants  of  all  those  small 
allotments.  I  think  you  would  remove 
a  great  part  of  the  duty  from  the  land- 
lords, and  would  remove  from  them  that 
to  which  I  attach  tho  greatest  import- 
ance— namely,  the  sense  of  duty  that 
they  ought  to  givo  these  allotments. 
[•*No!"]  Surely,  although  they  may 
disagree  with  me,  hon.  Members  will 
see  that  that  Is  an  extremely  probable 
result.  Do  you  believe  that  if  tho 
State  or  the  community  comes  in  and 
says,  **  On  me  rests  the  responsibi- 
lity of  carrying  out  this  movement," 
you  will  not  discourage  the  individual 
action  of  the  landlords?  [''No!"] 
That  may  be  a  matter  of  opinion ;  but, 
conscientiously  holding  it,  lam  bound  to 
believe  that  it  will  discourage  the  sense 
of  duty  and  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
the  landlords,  and  I  am  bound  to  express 
that  opinion  to  the  House.  Then,  if  the 
House  will  permit  me,  I  will  enter  for  a 
moment  upon  another  question^ Are  wo 
certain  that  this  machinery  would  suc- 
ceed ?  It  may  be  an  extremely  costly 
process.  We  have  had  to-night  a  curi- 
ous proposition  put  before  us — ^namely, 
that  the  small  freeholders  have  done 
worse  during  the  late  agricultural  de* 
prossi'jn  than  the  other  farmers  of  small 
holdings.  Why  should  a  man  who  pays 
no  rent  fare  worse  than  the  man  who 
has  to  pay  rent?  Here  are  holdings 
farmed  by  individuals  who  have  no  rent 
to  pay,  and  yet  it  is  said  that  they  have 
not  done  so  well  as  those  who  pay  rent. 
Why  is  that  so?  I  can  imagine  one 
good  reason  for  it ;  and  it  is  that,  in  re- 
gard to  thoHo  small  holdings,  the  re< 
pairs  have  to  bo  done  by  tho  landlords, 
and  the  farm  buildings  havi>  to  bo  looked 
after,  and  that  all  those  various  items 
of  exp«':iditure  the  landlord  has  to  boar, 
while  the  tenant  <>f  the  small  holding 
hns  only  to  louk  after  his  own  affairs ; 
whoroas,  on  thf>  other  hand,  the  small 
freoholder  ha^  to  nay  for  the  n^pairji 
himself.  What,  then,  is  the  result? 
On  the  small  holdings,  under  your  pro- 
posed system,  who  is  to  do  the  landlord's 
repairs  ?  Suppose  you  have  got  in  some 
neighboorhocMl  40  or  60  small  holdings,  I 
ask  my  hoa.  Friend  who  is  to  do  the  land- 


lord's  repairs  ?  I  cannot  get  an  answer 
from  my  hon.  Friend.  I  am  not  going 
to  be  so  discourteous  as  to  press  him  for 
an  answer;  but  I  will  repeat — who  is 
to  do  the  repairs  ?  I  will  tell  him  who 
would  have  to  do  them.  They  would 
have  to  be  done  by  the  landlord.  And 
who,  under  this  plan,  is  the  landlord  ? 
The  community — ^that  is,  the  ratepayers. 
Then,  I  ask,  in  those  small  holdings,  if 
there  aro  to  bo  any  farm  buildings  on 
them  at  all  ?  Are  the  ratepayers,  com- 
posed of  all  classes  of  tho  community, 
to  stop  in  and  make  the  landlord's  re- 
pairs on  all  of  them  ?  And  are  the 
Local  Authorities  to  do  all  the  jobs  on 
the  farm  ?  Are  they  to  see  to  the  drain- 
age ?  Are  you  to  have  an  army  of  In- 
spectors and  oflicials  of  the  Local  Autho- 
rities who  are  to  do  all  these  jobs?  I 
say  it  is  a  far  more  serious  thing  for  the 
Local  Authorities  to  undertake  this  work 
than  the  hon.  Momber  who  proposes  this 
abstract  Ilesolution  seems  to  imply  in 
the  Eesolution.  I  ask  mv  hon.  Friend, 
as  a  candid  man,  whether  I  am  not  en- 
titled to  put  to  him  this  question?  [Ifr. 
Jksse  CoLLiNos  :  No!]  My  hon.  Fn  end 
8  lys  that  I  am  not  entitled  to  put  it. 
Then  I  must  say  that  ho  has  the  courago 
of  his  opinions.  FMr.  Je>«ae  Colliicgs  : 
Mere  rhetoric]  I  should  like,  however, 
to  press  this  matter,  and  to  ask  my  hon. 
Friend  for  an  answer.  My  point  is  this — 
the  repairs  must  be  done  by  somebody. 
You  cnay  siy  that  the  tenant  can  do 
them  himself.  If  so,  then  he  will  bo 
in  the  position  of  the  freeholder,  who 
has  not  succeedod.  The  answer  must 
be  either  that  the  tenants  must  un- 
dertake tho  repairs  themselves,  or  tho 
Local  Authorities  are  to  do  them ;  and 
I  submit  the  point  of  my  argument 
to  the  House,  to  the  country,  and  to 
the  ratepayers  at  large — namely,  that 
any  system  under  which  the  ratepayers 
aro  to  btoame  tho  landlords  of  these 
small  holdings  will  involve  them  in  a 
very  considcrablo  expense  indood — will 
involve  them — and  here  is  my  pcint — 
in  BO  large  an  expenditure,  and  in  so 
much  liability,  that  I  doubt  whether 
much  will  come  of  tho  proposals  of  my 
hon.  Friend.  I  have  argued  against 
the  substitution  of  the  community  for 
the  individual  for  the  performance  of 
a  duty  which  the  individual  onght  to 
perform  himself.  I  go  beyond  that, 
and  I  say  that  the  whole  business  of 
landowning,   if   you    put  it  into  the 
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baodt  of  the  I/xal  Authorities,  is 
sarrotuidod  with  so  much  expense,  so 
mach  dangor,  so  much  liability  to  job* 
btng,  so  much  liability  to  parish  squab- 
bling and  dispute,  that  I  fear  the  <>xct«l- 
lent  izitf*ntions  of  my  hou.  Friend  will 
fail,  and  thai  he  may  have  a  va^t  ma- 
chinery raising  grout  hop<»9  in  the  minds 
of  the  agricultural  population,  and  that 
those  hopes,  when  we  come  to  work 
them  out  in  a  Bill,  will  not  be  fulfilled. 
Those,  therefore,  are  just  aa  much  the 
friends  of  the  agricultural  labourers 
who  say  that  thoy  are  against  this  pro- 
posal, and  do  not  beliere  it  will  bo 
rflectual,  as  those  who  put  it  before  the 
llooie  with  a  light  heart.  But  there 
was  another  point  in  the  speech  of  my 
lion.  Friend  to  which  I  wish  to  be 
allowed  to  allude,  lie  spoke  of  the 
right  of  the  labourers  to  the  land. 
Then,  are  the  Local  Authorities  to  have 
no  option  in  the  matter  ?  I  ask,  how  will 
it  be  if  the  Local  Authorities  do  not  give 
rfTect  to  the  notidn  that  the  labourers 
have  a  right  to  the  land  ?  If  they  are 
frightened  at  the  expense,  and  do  nut 

fWe  effi«ot  to  the  notion  of  my  hon. 
riend  that  the  labourers  have  a  right 
to  the  land,  is  it  not  dangerous  to  une 
language  in  this  House,  and  to  endorse 
that  language  by  a  Resolution  passed  by 
a  majority  of  this  House,  which  will 
oiUTer  the  impression  that  we  believo 
that  the  lal>ourers  have  a  right  to  the 
!tnd.  and  then  leave  it  to  the  Lf>cal  Au- 
thorities, who  may  give  ofTect  to  it,  or 
who  may  adupt  a  very  different  prin- 
ciple ?  I  am  as  anxious  as  anyone  that 
the  labourer  should  have  the  hind  ;  but 
it  is  not  only  a  question  of  the  rights  of 
a,(ricaltttral  labourers,  but  of  the  town 
attixans  that  is  concerned.  I  ask  the 
h'in.  Member,  and  th<iee  who  are  going 
t »  sopport  his  Amendment,  whether  they 
L(Jd  that  in  ti>wns  all  the  artixans  have 
a  right  to  their  tenements  ?  The  a'^ri- 
cultural  labourer,  my  hon.  Friend  nmy 
rimtimd,  cannot  live  without  the  Isud. 
lie  i«  dr|ireasefl  in  hi4c<inditi«>n»  and  the 
Iluoie  desires  to  rai«»e  bis  $t4iut:  and 
thrrsfore  my  hon.  Frien<I  says  he  has  a 
right  to  the  land.  But  are  there  not 
tens  of  thoosands  of  artixans  in  the  large 
towaa  who  wish  to  have  their  tenements 
at  a  fair  and  equitable  rent  ?  And  then 
is  the  neat  step  to  be,  when  we  pass 
from  the  fair  and  equitable  rent  for 
agricolUiral  land,  a  fair  and  equitable 
real  lof  homm  property  for  the  artiaana  ? 


I  notice  that  cheera  are  no  longer  general 
from  hon.  Members  around  me ;  and  I 
should  like  to  know  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  whether,  if  aptoposition 
had  been  mode  that  the  artixans  in  the 
towns  were  entitled  to  a  fair  and  equi* 
table  rent  for  their  tenements,  ho  would 
have  endorsed  it  ?  But  see  the  danger 
we  are  incurring  when  we  embark  upon 
the  question  on  the  ground  of  right.  Is 
it  not  certain  that  the  artixans  in  the 
towns  would  follow  out  this  concession 
as  to  right,  and  would  say  you  must 
regulate  the  rents  of  our  tenements  for 
us  in  the  towns  on  tho  same  principle  aa 
YOU  regulate  those  of  the  agrioultural 
labourer  ?  I  know  men  in  thia  House 
who  are  perfectly  prepared  to  under- 
take a  measure  of  that  kind.  But  if 
that  is  not  the  view  of  the  majority,  I 
ask  is  it  wise — is  it  not  in  contraven- 
tion of  all  past  traditions  of  both  sides 
of  thia  House  —  that  the  oommunitv 
should  undertake  this  great  task,  which 
my  right  hon. — my  triumphant  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain)  has  called  *'  restoring 
the  labourer  to  the  land?"  Are  wo 
going  to  embark  upon  that  course  ?  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Ix>thian 
quoted  an  old  Statute  of  about  70  years 
ago  to  show  that  there  waa  nothing  new 
in  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  the  Member  for  Wetit  Birmingham. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  tho 
Statute  of  Ooorgo  III.  had  for  its  object 
tho  very  aim  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Birmingham.  But  why  should 
this  old  Act  be  Quoted  by  tho  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  if  it  has  not 
been  successful  ?  I  am  opposed  to  tho 
Ue^olution  and  to  tho  measures  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  because  I  believe  that 
past  legislation  in  that  direction  has 
failed.  [Mr.  Jkssk  CoLLiN<is :  No;  it 
was  not  compulsor}'. j  Yes;  my  hon. 
Friend  says  it  was  not  compulsiry. 
But  then  compulsion  is  the  very  point 
which  has  bi»en  res4«rved  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Je^si*  CoUings)  and 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
We«t  Birmingham  have  achieved  great 
things  already  in  introducing  the  articK»8 
of  their  unauthorised  programme  into 
our  disouaaions ;  but  they  have  not  yet 
succeeded  in  inducing  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lotluaa  to  accept  the 
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principle  of  compulsion ;  and  if  there  is 
no  compulsion,  then  the  proposals  of  my 
Tx^ht  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  "West 
])irminp:hnm  will  pharo  the  fate  of  the 
Act  of  George  III.  With  the  experience 
of  that  Act  before  UvS,  I  ask  is  it  wise  to 
omhark  afresh  upon  this  legislation? 
[An  hon.  Membkr  :  Make  it  compul- 
sory."!  Yes;  with  compulsinn  you  will 
do  much.  But  is  the  Liberal  Party  pro- 
pared  to  adopt  the  irinciple  of  ompul- 
sion  ?  [**  Yes  !  "]  That  is  not  a  general 
cheer.  Nor  do  I  obsorve  a  cheer  from 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian.  If  compulsion  is  intro- 
duced, well  and  good  ;  you  may  run 
great  danger,  at  the  same  time  you  may 
give  some  effect  to  the  proposals  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich.  •  But  if  there 
is  no  compulsion,  you  will  be  simply 
stopping  what  is  now  in  progress  in  the 
way  of  development,  without  having  the 
advantage  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  pro- 
posals. I  must  thank  the  House  for 
having  listened  to  what  I  have,  most 
reluctantly,  laid  before  them — namely, 
an  economical  argamont  upon  a  night 
when  the  fate  of  the  Government  is  at 
stake ;  but  I  wish  to  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  I  will  protest,  with  all  the  energy 
in  me,  against  any  charge  that  may  be 
made  against  me,  that  because  I  and 
those  who  think  with  me  may  vote 
against  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
we  are,  therefore,  wanting  in  sympathy 
with  the  objects  he  has  at  heart,  or  at 
all  wanting  in  sympathy  with  Libe- 
ralism. I  want  to  know  since  when 
this  proposal  formed  part  of  the  creed 
of  the  general  Liberal  Party  ?  [**0h !  "j 
If  I  am  challenged  upon  this  point  I  am 
perfectly  prepared  to  take  up  the  chal- 
lenge. I  ask  what  was  the  date  of  the 
conversion — if  they  are  converted — of 
the  Leaders  of  the  Liberal  Party  upon 
this  question  ?  If  this  proposal  is  to  be 
part  of  the  creed  of  the  Lib*  ral  Party.  I 
ask  why  was  it  not  included  among  the 
points  of  the  Manifesto  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Ixithian? 
Why  were  there  not  Cvo  points  instead 
of  four  in  that  Manifesto?  I  prot»»-*t 
og.iinst  any  charge  that  may  bo  mnde 
against  any  who.  like  myself,  pleaded 
before  our  constitaencies  the  caufe  of 
freedom  and  of  fnn?  contract — the  cause 
of  individual  duty  against  the  duty  of 
the  State — that  because  wo  cannot  go 
into  the  same  Lobby  on  this  question, 
alter  three  daya  of  the  Seasioni  we  are 
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wanting  in  allegiance  to  the  Liberal 
Party.  I  believe  that  everyone  on  this 
occasion  is  entitled  to  vote  precisely 
as  he  chooses.  It  is  not  included — it 
cannot  be  included— in  the  authorita* 
tive  programme  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
because,  if  it  wore  so,  my  right  hon. 
Friends — those  of  them  who  have  been 
silent  on  this  point  during  the  late 
Elections — would  have  felt  it  their  duty 
to  plead  it  before  the  country  at  tho 
time,  and  then  the  electors  who  went  to 
the  poll  and  who  returned  hon.  Mem* 
hers  to  this  House  would  have  known 
whether  or  not  they  were  voting  for  a 
compulsory  system  of  allotments  and 
free  holdings,  and  adopting  practically 
the  programme  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain)  and  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jease 
Ceilings). 

Mr.  BRADLAUQH  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  (Mr.  Chaplin)  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  excessively  miserable  condi- 
tion of  5,000,000  or  6,000,000  of  tho 
French  peasantry ;  but  I  did  not  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  ad- 
duce anything  in  the  shape  of  facta  to 
illustrate  that  misery.  There  is,  how- 
ever, this  fact  by  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  could 
illustrate  it  beyond  the  possibility  of  con- 
tradiction— namely,  that  in  1871,  when 
the  great  French  Ix>an  was  contracted,  it 
was  nearly  all  subscribed  for  in  France 
by  the  very  peasantry  whom  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  to-night  pictured  as 
being  in  exceeding  misery  on  their  small 
holdings.  There  are  one  or  two  matters 
which  have  been  raised  this  evening 
which  seem  to  me  to  demand  a  little 
attention.  The  hon.  Member  for  tho 
Spalding  Division  of  Lincolnshire  (Mr. 
Fiach-IIntton)  has  invited  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Irt»land  not  to  proceed  to  a 
division  on  tho  ground  that  tho  issue 
which  is  raised  is  not  what  ho  calls  tho 
I  main  issue.  Why,  in  every  eleetion 
.  e^nte^t  in  the  country  this  very  question 
was  raised  by  hon.  Members  oppositi*, 
and  by  many  candidates  who  are  not 
'  there  now,  in  the  hope  of  casting  ridicule 
'  upon  the  Liberal  Party.     If,  then,  it  is 


not  the  main  issue,  I  know  not  what  is. 


'  What  is  tho  main  issue  ?  Is  it  8'>me- 
thing  sprung  upon  us  becauee  the  Cabi- 
net has  collapsed,  and  desires  to  find  a 

\  new  iesue  to  relieve  them  in  the  ooontiy 
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bom  the  difiooltias  of  their  present 
piMiUoii  ?    Were  it  not  for  one  or  two 
word*  vhich  have  boon  spoken  with 
sathoritj  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
who  has  ju»t  addressed  the  House,  and 
which  di'iiiand  some  reply,  I  would  leave 
the  matter  here.     Dul  the  right  lion, 
(lentleman  has  ankod  whether  labourers 
have  rights  to  land,  and  whether  artisans 
in  towns  have  rifchts  ?    Surely  artixana 
in  towns  and  labourers  in  the  country 
have  a  right  to  life.  Lifo — not  all  endur* 
ane««  from  day  to  day ;  life  not  mere  suf- 
faring  and  the  drogpng  on  of  an  exist- 
caee  from  week  to  week ;   but  lifo  with 
some  real  pleasure  and  comfort  in  it.  The 
«  Hintrvmu^t  be  poor  indeed  which  cannot 
give  that  life.     The  land  hitherto  has 
U«en  held  by  the  landlords  under  ro- 
fitriotive  laws,  which  have  given  the  la* 
Umrers  but  little  fnHHiom  beyond  t ho  mere 
rii(ht  to  exi»t ;  and  the  amount  of  misery 
produced  in   the  country  has  been   so 
t«*rrible  that  a  Uetum  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  Uuuse  in  1657  shows  such  a  state 
of  oor  agricultural  population  as  would 
be  a  disgrace  to  any  civilized  country  in 
the  world.     A  lamented  Bishop  recently 
dect^ased — [A  hy^h'] — whom  t  honour, 
althoogh  other  hon.  Members  may  not 
— placed  on  record  the  condition  of  the 
agricultural  population  in  the  Eastern 
and  Southern  districts  of  Kngland  in 
words  so  terrible  that  if  they  did  not 
ri>me  from  a  high  authority  it  would  be 
impossible  to  In^lieve  them.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  snks  if  there  has  not 
\hh*u  some  improvement?    Yes;  there 
have  been  improvements  ;  but  (<>  whom 
are  thanks  due  ?   To  the  agricultural  la- 
boorers  themselves  and  not  to  tlte  land* 
loffds,  who  remaintnl  dcfif  and  dumb  and 
motionless  until  the   gho»t  of  a  vote 
frightened  them  in  their  sleep.     The 
improvements  never  came  until  the  agri* 
cultoral   labourers    unit«d  th«'ro^**lves, 
and   they  have  slowly  come  fince  the 
agricultural  labourers  uoit«Ml  them(K*Wes. 
[*'No*.  **^i     Either  hun.  Mombtrs  who 
shout  *'  Uo !  *'  have  not  ma<le  them* 
selves  acv|ttainted  with  the  facts,  or  they 
desire  to  ignore  them.     Unfortunately, 
the  facts  are  beyond  dispute,  and  we 
aro  asked  now  whether  c(»iiipu)-ion  is  to 
lio  used  towards  the  owners  of  the  land  ? 
Why  not?    The  landlords  have  c«»m- 
pelled  the  labourers  as  long  a^  they 
dare  ;  th««y  have  held  them  down  by  law 
as  long  as  th«*y  oould;  and  now  there  is 
ao  eodeavoorf  on  the  part  of  those  who 


have  votes,  to  free  themselves.  And 
now  the  very  remedy  tho  landlords  have 
employed  is  complained  of,  and  they 
resent  every  proposal  to  apply  the  lash 
they  have  so  reinorselossly  used  them- 
selves. [A  laugh.]  I  am  not  astonished 
that  hon.  Members  laugh  at  thcne  things, 
because  it  shows  one  of  two  things— 
either  that  they  have  not  made  them* 
selves  acquainted  with  the  condition  of 
the  people  upon  whom  they  live,  or  that 
they  aro  willing,  for  the  sake  of  a  Party 
vote,  for  the  moment  to  ignore  it.  It 
is  my  intention  to  go  into  the  Lobby  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse 
Collings; ;  and  I  will  only  say,  in  con* 
elusion,  that  thcro  is  ono  item  of  re- 
pairs negleit«*d  by  the  right  hon.  Qen* 
tleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  and  that 
is  the  impossibility,  in  any  bill  of  re- 
pairs, of  rehabilitating  a  shattered 
Cabinet. 

Mr.  I/)NG  :  I  should  be  sorry  to 
detain  tho  House  at  any  length,  and 
should  not  have  risen  only  that  I  desire 
to  say  a  word  in  answer  to  the  charge 
whieh  has  been  mado  by  the  hon.  Mom* 
her  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh). 
The  hon.  Member  says  it  is  not  suffi* 
cicnt  to  say  '*  No  "  when  he  charges  the 
landlords  with  never  having  moved  hand 
or  foot  in  support  of  the  laboun»rs.  I 
admit  that  shouting  **  No ! "  is  not  a 
sufficient  answer;  but  I  could  produce 
pn>of  that,  somewhat  more  than  40 
years  ago,  tho  landlords  did  their  best 
to  help  their  labourers  by  providing 
suitable  allotments  at  fair  and  just 
rents.  I  feel  sure  that  tho  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings) 
will  himself  admit  that  tho  charge  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  has 
made  is,  in  the  case  of  many  landlords, 
most  unjust.  I  admit  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
action  of  tho  hon.  Meinbf»r  to-night; 
find,  for  my  own  part,  I  hav<«  always 
bf'en  n  c«»rdial  sun|)orter  of  the  system 
of  allotn)t*nts,  and  even  of  small  hold* 
iu^.  I  ohould  Dot.  however,  have  risen 
at  thi^  Kit  I*  hour  if  it  had  not  b<M*n  for 
the  challenge  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Nortliaiuptou,  which  made  lue  anxious 
to  expreiis  my  re^^ret  that  in  sup|H>rting 
a  Motion  like  this,  which  he  ou^ht  to 
have  advtK'dtt.Hl  in  a  non- Party  s|iirit  for 
the  bendit  of  the  community  at  large, 
he  sho'ild  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
occasion,  under  the  pretonco  of  ad« 
vaacing  the  labourers*  interests,  for  the 
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purpose  of  making  an  unjust  attack 
upon  landlords  who  have  always  done 
their  best  to  improve  the  condition  of 
thoir  ag^cultural  constituents. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  rose  after  a  pause,  during 
which  Mr.  Speaker  again  put  the  Ques- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said : 
I  waited,  Sir,  until  jou  put  the  Ques- 
tion, because  I  certainly  supposed  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain) 
would,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  have 
given  his  opinions  to  the  House ;  and  I 
more  ef^pecially  thought  so  after  the 
challenge  that  has  been  thrown  down, 
in  no  ambiguous  language,  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Edinburgh  (Mr.  Goschen),  who  sits  on 
the  same  Bench  with  himself,  and  who 
is  one  of  the  Members  of  the  same 
Party.  The  speech  of  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  one  of  the  most 
interesting  delivered  in  the  course  of  a 
most  interesting  debate.  I  shall  have 
something  to  say,  although  not  much,  in 
regard  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  later  on ;  but  the  chief  interest 
of  that  speech  to  those  who  »it  on  the 
Government  Benches  consists  in  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  concluding  scene  of  a 
drama  which  has  been  acted  during 
the  past  six  months,  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Edinburgh  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham have  been  struggling  together  over 
the  body  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone). The  result  of  that  struggle  was 
long  ambiguous.  We  did  not  know 
which  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  pull 
the  hardest,  and  which  would  come 
triumphant  out  of  the  contest.  I  appro- 
liend  that  the  doubt  has  this  evening 
been  settled  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Edinburgh 
admitting  himself  to  be  beaten.  He 
has  relinquished  the  last  hold  on  the 
body  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and  he  has 
surrendered  that  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
body  and  soul,  to  the  care  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Went 
Birmingham.  Now,  Sir,  the  accusatiun 
levelled  against  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  this  debate  is  that  we  have 
not,  in  the  course  of  the  Queen's  Speech, 
announoed  to  the  House  that  we  were 
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going  to  bring  forward  metsuree  to 
relieve  that  agricultural  distress,  the 
gravity  of  which  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
has  acknowledged.  Sir,  what  founda- 
tion is  there  for  that  charge  ?  There 
are  no  fewer  than  four  measures  men- 
tioned in  the  Queen's  Speech  which 
have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  question 
before  the  House,  and  dealing  with  the 
tenure  of  land  in  this  country,  and  the 
conditionof  those  classes  who  depend  upon 
land.  We  have,  in  the  first  place,  made 
an  announcement  that  the  incidence  of 
rating  is  going  to  be  altered.  Therif^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  boldly  assumes  that  any  mea- 
sure for  altering  the  incidence  of  rating 
proposed  from  this  side  of  the  House 
would  be  of  a  nsture  to  take  the  rates 
off  the  land  and  throw  them  upon  la- 
bour. What  right  has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  make  that  rash  assump- 
tion ?  Until  he  sees  the  measure  before 
the  House,  it  would  be  well  for  him  not 
to  assume  that  the  Government  mean 
to  carry  out  the  programme  which  bo 
has  been  good  enough  to  lay  down  for 
them.  Then  there  is  the  Bill  dealing 
with  the  sale  of  glebe  lands;  the  Bill 
dealing  with  land  transfer,  which  is 
made  a  cardinal  point  in  the  Royal 
Speech ;  and  no  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
will,  I  presume,  have  tJie  hardihood  to 
say  that  a  Bill  for  facilitating  land  trans- 
fer is  not  likely  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  agricultural  labourer.  Then,  finally, 
we  have  a  Bill  which,  more  than  any 
other,  bears  on  this  qtiestion — the  Local 
Government  Bill.  When  that  Bill 
comes  before  the  House,  if  ever  it  does 
come,  hon.  Gentlemen  will  be  in  a  bett<*r 
position  than  now  to  judge  how  far  the 
Orovemment  mean  to  deal  with  this 
question.  As  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Chaplin),  in  his  admirable  speech  at  the 
beginning  of  this  debate,  pointed  out, 
there  are  two  questions  which  have  been 
brought  before  the  House  about  which 
absolute  confubion  seems  to  reign  in  the 
mind  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site. There  is  the  question  of  allotments 
on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  other  that 
of  small  freeholds  and  small  tenancies. 
Not  only  are  those  questions  totally  dis- 
tinct, but  they  belong,  in  my  opinion, 
to  totally  ditferent  proviuci^s  of  legisla- 
tion. Allotments,  like  sanitary  ques- 
tions, are  connected  with  the  general 
comfort  and  well-being  of  the  popula- 
tion.   lAealing  with  aliotmenta  will  nci 
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b«  an  aiUmpi  urttficiaUy  to  alter  the 
naloral  obanaelt  in  which  industry  it 
flowing.  But  to  Bubstitote  small  free- 
holds for  large  freeholdsi  and  small 
holdings  lor  large  holdings,  though  I 
should  agree  with  tho9o  who  have 
spoken  this  evening  that  thereby  great 
s*abilitY  might  be  giren  to  our  institu- 
tions, and  great  solidity  to  the  bases  of 
our  sccioty,  is  a  question  belonging  to 
an  entir«*Iy  different  prorince  of  legisla- 
fif»n,  and  one  which  should  be  en- 
tered into  by  a  Gorernmont  with  the 
utmost  caution.  It  will  be  ad  mitten], 
1  think,  that  any  effort  to  alter 
arti6rially  the  channels  in  which  a 
great  industry  should  flow  should  have 
in  its  fsrour  a  great  primd  fttci$  case.  Is 
then*  a  great  primd  facU  case  for  the 
(loTemment  at  once  taking  in  hand  a 
measure  for  a  great  multt|>Hration  of 
fre«*holds  and  sniall  farms?  We  have 
amnh*  meanii  of  making  a  comparative 
•stjmatp  of  the  systems  of  tenure  by 
looking  on  the  Continent,  seeing  what 
is  going  on  there,  and  comparing  it  with 
what  is  going  on  hero.  The  right  hon. 
( tentleman  opposite  r«poke  of  the  labourer 
b«tng  diroreed  from  the  soil ;  and  the 
hoo.  Gentleman  who  brought  forward 
this  Motion  described  the  labourer  in 
the  prvs<*nt  circmmstances  in  England  as 
being  in  a  state  of  dependence.  In  what 
way,  I  ask,  is  the  agricultural  la)>ourer 
dirorcrd  from  the  Koil  any  more  than 
the  minor  is  dirorocd  from  his  colliery, 
or  the  cotton  spinner  from  the  mills  in 
which  he  works?  Is  it  degrading  for 
an  f^ghshman  to  work  for  wu^kly 
wages?  If  It  is  not  de^^rading,  then 
why  do  hon.  Member  a  s]>ply  thef><> 
de|>rectatory  epithets  to  that  great  msAS 
of  oar  fellow-countiymon  who,  like  the 
artixans  in  the  towns,  and  the  agricul- 
tural labourers  in  the  country,  are  work- 
ing for  weekly  wages  ?  I  quite  agree 
thai  we  should  i^ndearour  to  improve 
the  eunditaon  of  the  agricultural  la- 
bourer; but  is  it  certain  that  their  con- 
dition would  bo  improved  by  a  Dill 
which  would  produce  a  large  incresno  of 
small  holdings  and  small  farms  ?  I  winh 
to  lay  before  the  House  one  or  two  fact^ 
which  ooght  to  oonvinoe  hon.  Members 
thai  th^  should  pause  before  any  sui  h 
lefisUlioQ  is  undertaken.  In  the  mo^t 
pfoeperoos  Provinc«»s  of  Franee,  where 
thfo  small  tenements  the  right  hon.  ( ten- 
tlaoMa  speaks  so  highly  of  exist  in  large 
MiMbac%  I  find  that  Uie  weekly  wages 


amount,  in  some  cases,  to  8s.  hi.^   in 

others  to  8f.  9i.  and  8«.  2if.,  and  in  some 

districts  the  labourer  gets  ]«.  per  day. 

When  I   hoard  the   hon.  Member   for 

North- We«t  Norfolk   (Mr.  Arch),  who 

made    an    admirable    and     interesting 

spee<'h,  describe  how  hard  it  is    for  a 

labourc-r  to  live  on   H«.  a-week,  I  was 

reminded  of  a   sentence    in  a    French 

treat ine  relating  to  Nermandy,  in  which 

the  writer  enthusiast ioally  ssys — 

•*In  th«>o  dl«trirt«  wftijjii  are  13«.  a-wcf-k. 
Is  not  thnt  cnouirh  to  pn»iluco  contrntnimt  and 
harmony  bctwctn  the  Lbutirer  and  farmer  \  '* 

Such^  Sir,  is  the  condition  of  the  la- 
bourer in  the  most  favoured  Provinces 
of  France,  where  these  small  holdings 
flourish.  As  I  am  on  this  subject,  I 
would  remind  the  House  that  while  it 
is  true,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
J.  Chamborlaiti)  sayp,  that  there  am 
ft.o<)t>,t)00  p4>ahant  i>roprietor8  in  France, 
it  iH  aU'}  ttue  that  ;),000,000  of  thorn 
are  t(»o  poor  to  pay  taxes.  On  the 
ground  of  indigence,  they  are  excused 
from  paying  taxes.  When  I  am  told 
that  the  Kiigli»h  lubourer  is  ill-housed 
and  ill-lodged — a  pri>poHition  which  may 
be  true  partially  of  certain  districts  in 
the  country,  but  which  emphatically  is 
not  true  as  a  general  proposition  dealing 
with  the  whole  country — I  am  r«»minded 
of  deM'riptiofifl  of  the  average  peasant 
houne  in  Normandy.  These  dc  script  ions 
are  given  by  the  same  authority  I  have 
already  quoted — an  authority  not  an 
en(«my  to  small  holdings — who  says 
that  the  peasants  live  in  houses  narrow, 
low,  inocmvenient,  dirty,  and  unwhole- 
some. Then,  again,  let  me  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  Commis- 
sioner sent  out  in  connection  with  the 
Agricultural  Commission  describes  the 
syntom  of  HwM  holdings  in  Belgium  to 
bo  one  of  hi^h  n*nt  and  low  wages.  I 
sm  not  ^aying  that,  on  general,  social 
grounds,  I  do  not  dcbiro  to  see  a  large 
increaMt  in  small  freehohls  and  small 
tenures ;  but  I  am  trying  to  explaiu  to 
the  House  that  in  making  a  compara- 
tive survey  of  countries  where  these 
small  tenures  exint,  and  of  this  coun- 
try, tnere  is  nothing  to  oonvince  me 
that  the  one  is  so  superior  to  the  other 
as  to  induce  us  to  enter  upon  the 
ditHcult  and  almost  hopeless  tavk  of 
creating  »uch  tenures,  except  in  so  far 
as  this  result  would  naturally  follow  from 
incrca^  facilities  for  the  transfer  of 
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land.     So  much  for  the  fint  part  of 
the  question.    I  now  come  to  what  is 
more  immediately  before  the  Houbo — 
namely,  the  question  of  allotments ;  and 
I  hare  here  to  supplement  the  statement 
made  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Duchy  (Mr.  Chaplin).   The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Grimsby 
(Mr.  Heneago)  boldly  assumed,  in  the 
course  of  his  speech,  that  there  has  been 
a  change  of  front  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.    I  can    assure    the  hon. 
Gentleman    that    there    has    been    no 
change  of  front.     The  Government  pro- 
pose, as  they  always  have  done,  that 
in  the  Bill  dealing  with  Local  Govern- 
ment  power  should  be  given    to  the 
Local  Authority  to  be  constituted  by 
that  Dill  to  deal  witb  this  question  of 
allotments.    It  is,  and  always  has  been, 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  give 
those  Local  Bodies  power  to  deal  with 
this  question.     I  feel  as  much  as  any 
man  in  the  House  the  force  of  the  criti- 
cisms passed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Edinburgh 
(Mr.  Goschen^  upon  any  attempt  to  givo 
power  of  any  kind  to  the  Local  Authority 
to  deal  with  this  question.     But  I  would 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  is 
nothing  new  in  English  legislation  to  give 
such  powers  to  Local  Bodies.  Powers  are 
already  given.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man alluded  to  the  Act  of  George  III. ; 
but  that  Act  is  not  the  only  one  relating 
to  this  point.     The  Act  of  George  III. 
was  amended  in  the  time  of  William  IV. ; 
but  the  Act  of  William  lY.  is  not  the 
only  or  the  most  recent  Act.     There  is 
still  another  Act,  which  was  passed  in 
1843,    which    gave    power    to    certain 
bodies  to  deal  with  parts  of  common 
lands,  and  let  them  out  as  allotments. 
If  there  is  any  fundamental  and  vital 
objection   to  the  possession  of  powers 
of  this  kind  by  a  public  authority,  that 
objection   clearly  would  apply  to    the 
ca^o  of  those  authorities  who  have,  by 
tho  Commons  Act,  power  to  deal  with 
these  questions.     The  Government  do 
not    conceive,   in   the  provision   which 
they  intend  to  submit,  that  they  have 
departed   from    the   sound    "traditions 
of    English    legislation."      Now,    Sir, 
I  want  to  know  why  the  Government 
are  threatened  with  a  hostile  division 
because  they    have   not   mentioned  in 
Her  Majesty's  «Spoech  that  this  specific 
and  special  question  is  to  bo  dealtjwith  I 
in  tho  new  Local   GoTemmeot   Bill  ? ' 

JUr.  A.  /.  M^  ' 


There  is  another  question  of  still  greater 
importance  than  the  question  of  allot- 
ments— the  question  of  temperance. 
Well,  this  has  not  been  mentioned  in 
the  Queen's  Speech.  That  also  will  be 
dealt  with  by  the  new  Bill.  But  hon. 
Gentlemen  come  down  and  threatened 
the  Government  with  a  hostile  Motion, 
not  because  the  question  is  not  to  be 
dealt  with,  but  because  we  do  not 
catalogue  the  special  provisions,  in  detail, 
which  our  Bills  are  to  contain.  Is  that 
consistent  with  the  traditions  of  Parlia- 
ment ?  Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone),  on  the  first 
night  of  the  debate  on  the  Address, 
used  these  words — 

'*  I  wish  to  say  that,  lo  far  aa  is  possible, 
and  so  far  as  I  may  yenture  to  recommend  a 
practice  which  I  believe  to  be  to  tho  advantage 
of  the  Iloaso,  I  do  believe  it  is  best,  as  far  as 
wo  can,  that  wo  should  be  content  to  r«H.'offnize 
tho  Speech  from  tho  Throne  and  the  Address 
moved  in  consequence  of  it  as  presenting  to 
us  an  outline  of  what  we  have  to  do,  rather 
than  a  convenient  occasion  for  tho  discussioa 
of  tho  several  parts  of  it  in  detail.'* 

I  wish  that  the  practice  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  in  accordance  with  his 
theory.  The  Government  have  pre- 
sented  in  outline,  as  recommended  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  measures  they 
wish  to  present  to  the  House  without 
giving  the  details;  and  because  we  have 
done  so  we  are  threatened  now  with  a 
hostile  vote.  8ir,  if  the  object  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings)  is 
simply  and  solely  to  benefit  the  agricul- 
tural labourer — if  he  has  nothing  in  view 
but  to  extend  the  system  of  allotments^ 
would  not  his  best  course  have  been  to 
wait  until  the  time  comes  when  tho  Go- 
vernment bring  in  their  measure,  and 
then  to  amend  it,  if  he  thought  it  re- 
quired amendment,  or  to  reject  it  if  he 
thought  it  deserved  rejection,  and  to 
substitute  somothiDg  else?  Can  any- 
thing, from  the  labourers'  point  of  view, 
be  gained  by  the  Amendment  now  be- 
fore US  ?  Absolutely  nothing.  Pass  thia 
Amendment  to-night  by  what  majority 
you  choose,  and  not  a  single  labourer  in 
tho  country  will  be  one  iota  nearer  to 
the  possession  of  his  allotment.  The 
fact  is  so  patent,  so  obvious,  that  I  am 
almost  tempted  to  concluile  that  those 
who  move  this  Amendment  and  those 
who  support  it  have  some  other  object 
in  view  than  that  which  lies  ostensibly 
on  the  face  of  the  Motion  of  tho  hon. 
Gontleman.     But  if  there  ia  another 
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olJMt  in  ▼{•v,  M  maj  be  inferred  from 
the  leeenl  oonvenion  of  the  right  hon. 
Cientleman  (Mr.  Gladstone)  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  right  hon.   Member  for 
Weet    Birmingham    ^Mr.    J.    Cham- 
beriain\  that  objeot  is,  and  can  only 
bOi  to  torn  ont  the  Ooremment  and 
eome  in  themselrea.    If   that    be  bc, 
would  it  not  hare  been  more  simple — 
wonld  it  not  have  been  more  straight* 
forvard,  more  in  accordance  with  the 
traditions  of  the  House,  to  more  on  this 
Addiese  a  Vote  of  '*  No  Confidence  *'  in 
Her  Majesty's  OoTemment  ?    The  Go- 
Terament  xiU  yon  it  is  a  subject  with 
vhioh  they  mean  to  deal  themselves. 
The  GoTemment  tell  you  it  is  a  subject 
with  which    they  always  intended    to 
deal ;  and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  are  deter- 
mined not  to  wait  to  see  theirproposals— 
if  their  obj<H!t  is  to  hurl  the  GoTemment 
l^om  their  places  and  eome  in  them- 
aelTee,  against  that  we  have  nothing 
to  say.     We  only  complain  of  the  means 
adopted  to  attain  that  end.    I  do  hope, 
in  order  to  preserre  intact  the  traditions 
of  the  House,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  deals  with  the  Queen's  Speech,  it 
may  seem  good  to  the  right  hon.  (Urn- 
tleman  opp(»site  to  withdraw  his  suppor; 
to  the  Amendment,  and  to  bring  for- 
ward a  Vote,  at  a  later  stage  of  the 
debate,    which    wonld    raise    the  true 
issne  which  is  before  the  Houto.    Not 
the  isaue  of  allotmente,  but  the  issue 
of  Ireland — the  issue  of  Ireland,  which, 
while  you   hare  the  agricultural    la- 
bourer and  his  fortunes  on  your  lips, 
during  the  whole  course  of  this  debate, 
I  doobt  not,  occupied  your  minds. 

Ma.  JOSEPH  CHAMHKUI^IN: 
Mr.  Bpeaker,  the  right  hon.  (ten tleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  opened  his  speech 
by  a  direct  ehallenge  to  myself,  and  an 
ioquity  as  to  why  I  had  not,  up  to  that 
moment,  addre««ed  the  Ilouko,  and 
faroored  hon.  Mcmb<«rs  with  my  riews 
on  this  subject.  WoU,  Sir,  certainly 
I  thought  that  the  House,  and  all  who 
had  any  inter«*st  in  this  matter,  were 
BoAri^'ntlyacquaintiKl  with  the  opinions 
I  hare  exprc«scd  in  the  country  over 
and  over  again,  and  that  it  was  not 
nsBsasarr  to  delay  the  Houko  fn>m  a 
diriaion  by  any  repet  i  tion  of  them .  Tn  e 
right  hon.  tientleman,  howercr,  thinks 
that  I  was  called  on  to  do  so  after  the 
spssch  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  fbr  East  Edinburgh  Mr. 
Goaolieo) ;  and  he  stated  that  my  right  I 
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hon.  Friend  made  a  direct  appeal  and 
challenge  to  me.    I  certainly  did  not 
understand  his  speech  in  that  light.     He 
offered  me  his  congratulations,  which  I 
accept  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  wert) 
ofTored;   and   he  repeated,  with   great 
eloquence  and  eamestners,   the  argu- 
mente  against  the  proposals  I  have  sup- 
ported  in  the  country — arguments  to 
which  I  hare  already,  again  and  again, 
replied  ;  and  the  only  new  point  in  the 
speech  of  my  right  hon.  Fnend  was  the 
naive  and  ingenuous  expression  of  his 
disappointment  at    finding  that    three 
acres  and  a  cow  are  a  part  of  the  autho- 
rised programme.    My  right  hon.  Friend 
has  really  no  one  to  blame  but  himself 
for  the  disappointment  which   he  has 
experienced.    What  right    had   he  to 
say,  as  he  did  in  the  country,  that  the 
poposals  which  I  have  made  again  and 
again  in  favour  of  the  wider  distribution 
of  land,  and  for  increaaing  the  facilities 
for  allotments  for  labourers — what  rieht 
had  he  ever  to  say  that  that  was  excluded 
from  the  authorized  programme  of  the 
Liberal  Party?    I  read  the  Manifesto 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  with  at  least 
the  sameattentionasmy  righthon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Goschon) ;  and  I  found  in  it  a  statement 
that  the  Liberal  Party,  if  they  were  called 
into  Office,  would  be  prepared  to  bring  in 
a  groat  scheme  of  Local  Government; 
and  the  hope,  also,  that  it  might  be 
possible  to  extend    the  functions  and 
authority  of  those  Local  Bodies,  so  as 
to  secure  that  a  larger  number  of  per- 
sons should  bo  placed  upon  the  land. 
Well,  8ir,  all  that  I  can  say  is  that, 
under   the    circumstances,    I    thought 
myself  justified  in  making  the  propoeals 
which  1  have  made,  which  were  in  some 
sort  the  details  and  the  fringe  of  the 
great  programme  of  the  Liberal  Party ; 
and  if  it  was  not  include<l,  at  any  rate 
it  was  not  exdudod ;  and  there  was  no 
reoAon  to  suppose  that  there  was  any 
other  Member  of   the  Liberal    Party 
except    my    right    hon.    Friend     f,Mr. 
GoM*hen)   who  was  pledged  s gainst  it. 
Well,  now,  Fir,  the  debate  has  shown 
that  I  waa  ri(;ht,  and  my  right  hon. 
Friend    was   wrong.     He  has  congra- 
tulated me,  and  I  sincerely  and  n^^ipect- 
fully  condole  with  him.    And  if,  t>ir,  I 
were  inclined  to  condole  with  my  right 
hon.  Friend  when  he  made  his  own  con- 
fession, I  am  still  more  inclined  to  con- 
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dole  with  him  after  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  opposite  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour).  For  what  has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  told  us?  He  has  told 
us,  forsooth  !  that  it  was  always  the  in- 
tention of  the  Conservative  Qovcrnment 
to  do  this  thing,  which  is,  in  the  eyes  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend,  the  greatest 
heresy  of  which  any  Qovemment  can  be 
guilty — that  they  are  g^ing  to  call  in 
the  aid  of  the  community  to  assist  indi- 
viduals in  doing  that  which  they  ought 
to  do  for  themselves.  They  are  going 
to  ask  the  community  to  undertake  the 
repairs  of  small  holdings,  and  they  are 
going  to  introduce  into  local  government 
jobbery  and  mismanagement.  And,  Sir, 
these  statements  have  been  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East 
Edinburgh  (Mr.  Goschen)  has  promised 
to  vote  for  them.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
is  going  to  exchange  sides ;  but  I  do  not 
think  he  will  gain  much  by  the  exchange. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  says 
this  has  always  been  the  intention  of  the 
Government.  Well,  Sir,  never  was  a 
secret  better  kept.  TVliy,  Sir,  what  hap- 
pened at  the  beginning  of  the  evening  ? 
We  listened  to  a  lengthy  and  most  earnest 
and  vigorous  speech  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
(Mr.  Chaplin) ;  and  not  one  suggestion, 
not  one  hint,  did  he  give  us  of  any  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  produce  this  great  scheme  for  faci- 
li(atinff  allotments  in  connection  with 
their  Local  Government  Bill.  Not  a  bit 
of  it.  Not  only  so ;  but  after  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings) 
proposed  the  Amendment,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wound  up  his  eloquent  ora- 
tion bysaying — *'  I  shall  meet,  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse 
CoUings)  with  a  bold  and  uncompro- 
mising *  No/  " 

Ml.  A.  J.  BALF0X7B:  My  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
is  not  present ;  but  I  am  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  wish  to  mis- 
represent my  right  hon.  Friend.  What 
ho  said  he  should  meet  with  an  uncom* 
promising  *'No"  was  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich. 

Mr.  JGSEPH  CHAMBEKLAIN: 
Quite  so ;  but  all  I  can  say  is  that  our 
ideaa  of  what  constitutes  a  bold  and  un- 
compromising ''No"  must  differ  very 
considerably.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 

Mr*  Jp9fph  Chamhirhin 


man  (Mr.  Chaplin)  was  going  to  meet 
the  Ajnendment  with  a  bold  and  anoom- 
promising  ''No!"  But  how  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  F^sident  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  meet  it  ? 
Ho  meets  it  by  the  statement  which  I 
am  bound  to  say  no  Member  on  the 
other  side  ever  heard  a  word  of  before, 
that  the  Government  are  going  to  deal 
with  this  subject  by  giving  large  facili- 
ties for  the  increase  of  allotments  in 
connection  with  their  Local  Government 
Bill.  That  is  not  a  bold  and  uncompro- 
mising "No;"  but  I  should  rather, 
under  the  circumstances,  say  that  it  is  a 
compromising  '*No."  It  is  a  very  curious 
thing,  Sir,  that  this  kind  of  compro- 
mising negative  has  oome  before  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  for 
I  remember  a  discussion  we  had  across 
the  Table  in  this  Honso  at  the  end  of 
the  last  Session  of  the  last  Parliament 
about  the  Bill  for  medical  relief.  Then, 
also,  the  proposal  was  made  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr. 
Jesse  CoUings) — whom  I  must  congra- 
tulate on  his  success  in  converting  the 
Government  Bench — and  then,  also,  the 
answer  given  was,  in  the  first  place,  a 
bold  and  uncompromising  "  No ;  "  and, 
in  the  last  place,  complete  and  humi- 
liating surrender.  But  the  surrender 
did  not  carry  the  counties,  and  the  sur- 
render in  tho  present  Parliament  will 
not  save  the  Government.  I  am  sorry 
that  it  should  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  be  the  channel  for  these  two 
confessions  on  the  part  of  his  Govern- 
ment. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asked 
why  it  is  that  we  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  support  an  Amendment  hostile 
to  the  Government,  and  why  we  have 
not  waited  for  the  proposals  which  he 
intends  to  make  ?  I  can  only  reply  that 
we  could  only  judge  the  nature  of  those 
proposals,  before  the  astoundinff  state- 
ment which  we  have  just  listened  to,  by 
the  description  of  them  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  ;  and  there  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  were  describe  as  a  trans- 
fer of  the  functions  of  the  Quarter 
Sessions  and  other  oounty  authorities 
to  a  new  Local  Authority.  We  were 
not  told  how  this  new  authority  was 
to  be  constituted  ;  and  I  have  some 
difficulty  in  believing  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  such  a  body  according  to  the 
view  ofUM^resent  OoTomment  would 
have^Jl^  satiaiactoiy  to  the  House. 
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Fnrtber,  whmt  ve  vere  told  m  to  the 
intofttioii  of  the  OoTornment  to  effect  a 
tnaafer  of  ftmctions,  in  our  opinion, 
de^rijT  precluded  them  from  makin^such 
a  propoeal  aa  the  President  of  the  I^ocal 
OovemmoQt  Board  now  aayt  they  always 
had  in  their  minds.  At  the  present  mo- 
menty  the  Quarter  Sessions  cannot  pur- 
chase land  for  allotment.  If,  tlioroforp, 
the  Local  (lovemment  Bill  is  to  bo  a  Bill 
for  the  more  transA^r  of  functions,  how 
ean  it  oontain  the  prorisions  which  we 
favour?  ["Mr.  A.  J.  Bal>*our:  The 
OQaidiaaa.J  Oh,  then,  it  is  to  the  oH, 
unused,  unsuccessful  powers  which  were 
eommitted  to  the  Guardians  by  an  Act 
of  Qeorge  III.,  70  years  ago,  that  the 
Goremment  intend  to  revert --an  Act 
which  has  been  ridiculed  alroadv  in  the 
course  of  this  debate.  This  is  the  valu- 
able power  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man IS  pr<»parod,  and  which  ho  and  his 
(lovemment  always  intended,  to  transfer 
to  the  new  authority  whom  they  will 
create  if  this  Ilouse  permits  them  to  do 
ao.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
«poB  promises  of  this  kind  that  the 
Hottsa  can  rely.  We  support  a  hostile 
Amendment,  in  the  first  place,  beoau<^o 
the  condition  and  claima  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourers  being  one  of  the  great 
questions  raised  at  the  last  Electiun,  it 
is  our  boundcn  duty,  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, to  raise  their  claim,  and  call 
upon  the  Ouvemment  to  do  them  justice ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  because  we 
have  no  oonfidenoe  that  the  Govern- 
m«Bt  will  either  do  justice  to  the  agri- 
cultural labourer  or  to  any  other  ques- 
tion with  which  they  may  be  called  upon 
to  deal. 

TunCHANCELLOR  ofthi  EXCHE- 
QUER Sir  MicnxKL  Hicxs  Beach): 
Btr,  I  am  glad  that  at  last,  after 
a  long  and  interesting  debate,  we 
have  a  dear  statement  from  the  Bench 
oppoaita  as  to  the  real  intention  and 
meaaiagof  the  Motion  before  tho  House. 
We  do  not  wonder  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentlenan  the  Meml>er  for  West  Bir- 
mingham [Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  feels  it 
iaenmbent  upon  him  to  attempt  to 
redeem  all  those  wild  and  astounding 
promises  that  were  made  at  the  General 
Electioii  to  the  deluded  agricultural  la- 
bourer. But  it  is  even  more  of  a  piece 
with  the  nolitical  history  of  the  right 
horn.  OeatCsman  that  he  should  take  up 
a  Motion  which*  I  believe,  haa  been 
hfM(ht  ferwnd  ia  all  aaacerity  by  the 


hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Ifr.  Jesse 
Ceilings),  and  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North- West  Norfolk  (Mr.  Arch),  whom 
I  am  sure  all  of  us  are  glad  to  wel- 
come in  this  House,  whatever  we  may 
think  of  his  opinions— it  is  even  more 
of  a  piece  witli  the  past  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should 
U80  this  Motion  as  what,  to  the  grt^at 
bulk  of  those  who  will  vote  for  it,  it  really 
is — namely,  a  Party  move  to  turn  the 
Government  out  of  Office.  Sir,  in  the 
course  of  tho  debate  we  have  had  a 
speech  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  E<linburgh  (Mr. 
Gosehen),  who  is  still  a  Membor  of  tho 
great  Liberal  Party ;  and  we  have  had 
that  speech  replied    to,   but  not  ado- 

auately,  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
le  Member  for  West  Birmingham.  8ir, 
I  think  tho  House  will  await  with  some 
curiosity  the  reply  to  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
\V  est  Birmingham  which  I  anticipate 
will  be  made  by  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Membor  for  the  lioseendale  Division  of 
Lancashire  (the  Marquess  of  Harting- 
ton).  I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  right 
hon.  Gontleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
say  that  ho  had  no  rea<ion  to  believe  that 
any  other  Member  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
except  the  right  hon.  Gontleman  the 
Member  for  East  Edinburgh,  objected  to 
the  inclusion  of  these  pro)>oAaIs  of  his  in 
the  authorized  programme  of  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition.  What  was  it,  then,  to 
which  the  noble  Mar<|uess  opposite  re- 
ferred when  he  spoke  of  proposals  of  a 
Socialistic  tendency  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  not  included  in  that  programme  ? 
I  should  like  to  hear  this  evening  from 
the  noble  Marquess  what  is  his  opi- 
nion of  the  scheme  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  ^^  est 
Birmingham  haa  now  triumphantly  on- 
fon*ed  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Memoer  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone)— whether  he  still  maintains  his 
opinion  that  it  does  not  form  part  of  the 
authorized  programme  of  the  Liberal 
Partv,  and  that  it  is  of  a  Bocialistio 
tendency?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tho  Member  for  Went  Birmingham  was 
very  hard  Ufion  my  right  hon.  Friend  tho 
President  of  theI>ocal  Government  Hoanl 
'Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour;,  because  he  said  that 
he  had  made  a  disclosure  never  heard 
before,  to  the  effect  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  intended  to  propose  that 
the  Local  Authorities  in  the  oountiea 


8  3 


[F^miA  JVVA^.] 


519 


Addreu  in 


lOOMMONSi 


Answer  to  H$r 


620 


Bhould  be  InTested  with  powers  to  facili- 
tate the  acquiBition  of  allotments  by  the 
labouring  classes.    I  can  only  say  that, 
so  far  from  that  being  a  new  principle, 
as  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  it  is 
a  principle    which  has  been  accepted 
and   adopted  in  legislation   for  many 
years    past;   and    althongh  there  are 
points  connected  with  the  question  of 
compulsion  to  which  I  cannot  hold  out 
to  the  right  hon.  Qontleman  any  hope 
that  Tier  Majesty's  Goyemment  would 
bo  able  to  adhere,  yet,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  attach  any  importance 
to  the  statement  made  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  that  the  Local  Authorities  will  be 
iuTested  with  thoAe  important  powers,  in- 
stead  of  supporting  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich,  he  ought  to  have  invited  him  to 
withdraw  his  Motion,  in  order  that  we 
might  have  an  opportunity  for  laying  our 
proposals  before  the  House.     The  hon. 
Member     for    Ipswich    has    taken    a 
long  and,   as  I  boliere,  a  sincere  in- 
terest in    this  question.     He  took  up 
the  case  of  the  agricultural  labourer 
before  the  agricultural  labourer  had  a 
▼ote.    I  cannot  say  as  much  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham.     I  believe  that  in 
all  guilelessness,  in  all  earneetness,  and, 
I  may  say,  in  all  impatience,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  has  placed  this  Mo- 
tion on  the  Notice  Paper ;  but  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  some  one  craftier 
than  himself  has  since  that,  so  to  speak, 
'  *  got  at "  the  hon.  Member;  for  I  believe 
that  otherwise  he  would   either,  after 
discussion  of  that  which  is,  after  all,  a 
mere  detail  in  the  great  programme  of 
legislation,  have  withdrawn  his  Amend- 
ment, in  order  that  ho  might  put  for- 
ward to  the  House  his  own  proposals  in 
the  shape  of  a  Bill  or  a  Motion,  or  that 
he  would  have  endeavoured  to  engraft 
Amendments  on  the  Government  scheme 
rather  than    press  to  a  division  this 
evening    a  proposition  vague  and  in* 
oonoluaive  in  itself,    and   one    which, 
as  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  already 
said,   could    not,   even  if  carried,   ad* 
vance  the    cause   of    the    agricultural 
labourer  one  inch  in  the  direction  in 
which  he  desires  to  go.    No,  Sir ;  as  wo 
now  know,  this  is  not  a  move  for  the 
benefit  of  the  agricultural  labourer.     It 
is  a  move  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition, 
made  for  two  reasons — in  the  first  place, 
to  turn  the  present  Government  out  of 
Office.  Well,  I  can  assure  hon.  and  right  I 


hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  if  the 
suit  of  the  division  to-night  should  be 
unfavourable  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment  we  shall  accept  the  decision  with* 
out  regret.    We  assumed  Office  reluct* 
antly;  and  we  shall  leave  it  willingly 
as  soon  as  we  are  assured  that  we  do  not 
possess  the  support  of  this  House.    But, 
Sir,  the  success  of  this  Motion  will  have 
another  and  graver  result  than  the  defeat 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government;  and  that 
is  very  well  known  to  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen below  the  Gangway  who  took 
so  novel  and  remarkable  an    interest 
earlier     this      evening     in     securing 
a  division  on  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  before  Thursday 
next.    Those  hon.  Gentlemen  know  well 
that  the  success  of  this  Motion  will  not 
only  defeat  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
but  that  it  will  also  defeat  the  policy 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
announced  that  they  believe  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  pursue  with  referenoe  to 
Ireland.    That  result  may  be  grateful 
to  them ;  but  will  it  be  equally  grateful 
to  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site ?  ["  Hear,  hear! "]    Then  let  them 
undertake    the   difficulties    which    we 
have  had    to   face.     But  this   I   will 
say — if  the  probable  rosult  of  this  Mo- 
tion be,  as  hon.  Members  in  that  quarter 
of  the  House  desire,  to  place  in  Office  a 
right    hon.    Gentleman    who    only    on 
Thursday  last  made  a  speech  in  this 
House  full  of  the  vaguest  possibilities 
with  reforenco  to  the  future  connection 
of  the  two  Kingdoms,  then  I  do  earn- 
estly and  sincerely  press  on  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  value  the  Legislative  Union 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  as 
much  as  we  do  to  think  once,  twice,  and 
thrice  before  they  allow  their  sincere 
desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
agricultural  labourer  to  induce  them, 
through  this  vague,  unnecessary,  and 
untimely  Motion,  to  commit  the  futuro 
of  their  country  to  the  gravest  dai^^ers 
that  ever  awaited  the  people  of  Eng* 
land. 

Tin  Marquess  of  HABTINGTON  : 
Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  called  upon  me  to 
state  my  opinion,  and  the  course  I  shall 
take  on  this  Amendment,  before  the 
House  goes  to  a  division;  and  I  must 
admit  that,  considering  the  large  amount 
of  attention  which  I  have  been  called 
upon  to  devote  to  the  subject  in  the 
coarse  of  speeohas  to  my  oonstitaonta 


sn 


Mhjt*fy*i  Mo4t 


{Ja^^UIRT  26,  1886}  Granoui  (Speech,  522 


•ome  short  time  ago,  it  is  not  unreason- 
able  that  I  should  state,  in  the  fewest 
posftible  words,  what  course  I  feel  bound 
to  tako.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  not  going 
into  a  discuii^ion  on  the  morita  of  thin 
qn<«stton  at  this  hour  of  the  night.  I 
might  hare  boon  prepared  to  do  so  at 
an  earlier  perifMl  of  the  OTeniug,  or  I 
mar  bo  preimr»»U  to  do  s'>  on  a  future 
occasion.  AH  that  I  think  I  nood  say  in 
this^that  I  agroo  to  a  very  great  extent 
with  mu<^h  that  hax  fallen  fn>m  my  right 
hon.  Frion'l  the  ^fomher  for  En«*t  Edin- 
burgh 'Mr.  Oo'chen"^ ;  and  I  ft«el  bouud, 
in  cun^iitoncy  with  tho  language  which 
I  u«ed  to  mv  constituents  at  tho  Election, 
tit  optMiso  the  Amend  men  t  of  tho  hon. 
Member  fur  Ipswich  ;.Mr.  Je?Mo  Callings). 
Sir»  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Wrst  Itirmingham  'Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain' has  mado  ftome  ob9or%'ation9,  which 
I  think  ho  was  perftctly  justified  in 
making,  up<m  the  want  of  con^iBtoncy 
which  has  character iz'^l  the  Matemonti 
of  Her  Mnj«*^ty*s  Gorernmont  in  this  and 
othor  matters.  Certainly,  it  is  extremely 
difBeaUtort«c(»gntze  the  statement  which 
has  iust  been  mado  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  PrcMidont  of  the  Local 
Ooremment  IJoard  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
with  the  statement  made  in  an  earlier 
period  of  the  evening  by  the  right 
non.  Gentleman  the  (Chancellor  of  the 
I>achy  of  Lancaster  (Mr.  Chaplin).  I 
can  well  und«>rstand  that  my  riirht  hon. 
Fr!«'od  tho  M**mbfr  for  Kjist  I*l«l  in  burgh 
rtn  haTo  xvry  little  mon»  snti*»fa<'tion  in 
iuppiirting  Her  Maj«»*«ty'8  Governmont 
than  ho  would  have  in  suppurting  the 
Motion  of  the  boa.  Member  for  Ipnwich. 
But  while  I  agree  with  my  right  hon. 
Fri**nd  in  the  r  lurso  ho  is  g^ung  to  take, 
I  may  >ay  that  if  there  bad  beon  time  I 
should  have  put  my  oppt^nttion  on  a 
iiomewhat  lower  and  •«<*tuowhiit  different 

r^iund  from  thst  nhith  he  has  tiiken. 
hare  never  mid  that  I  wa«  opposed  to 
b  giWation  on  this  nubjfvt.  <  )n  the  con- 
trary, I  have  always  Miid  that  provinion 
for  allotments  and  p')«<(ible  proviMon  for 
small  holdings  to  b^  r<?tipird  by  the 
labouring  cla*^**^  or  by  a  smull  cl  i«9  of  I 
t«>nant  farmer*,  wai  an  otji^ct  which 
was  very  much  to  be  desired.  I  have 
said  that  I  de^irvl  that  object  to  bo  ac- 
complished by  natural  and  self-acting 
meana,  and  that  it  was  through  the  «>pe- 
ration  of  thoao  natural  causes,  fn^ed 
from  all  reatraint,  that  I  looked  forward  , 
with  to  much  liopa  to  a  battar  dtatribation 


of  the  land  of  this  country.  But  I  havo 
never  proposed  or  said  that  tho  operation 
of  the  public  authorities  must  necessarily 
be  exclud(»d  from  this  quof^tion.  I  havo 
admitted  that  the  compulsory  acquisition 
of  land  for  various  public  puri)08es  baa 
been  sanctioned  by  various  enactments  ; 
and  that,  therefore,  I  was  totally  unable 
to  join  in  the  cry  of  confiscation  which 
has  been  raised  in  reference  to  this 
question ;  and,  further,  that  if  I  were 
satisfied  as  to  the  details  and  the  proper 
constitution  of  tho  autborities  to  whom 
such  powers  might  bo  safely  entrusted, 
I  was  not  going  to  commit  myet^lf  against 
the  consideration  of  such  questions. 
Therefore,  I  entirely  agree  with  what 
was  said  by  my  ri|;ht  hon.  Friend  tho 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  when  he 
stated  that  thisquestionwasnot  excluded 
from  the  policy  which  was  laid  before 
the  country  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (l^lr.  Glad- 
stonu).  (^ortainly,  I  havo  never  treated 
it  as  excluded,  and  I  have  never  con- 
sidered  it  as  exclude<l.  But  what  I  have 
never  understood  until  this  evening  is 
that  it  was  intended  that  the  Liberal 
Party  should  be  invited,  at  tho  first 
assembling  of  Parliament,  to  lay  down 
a  vague  and  wide  d<  ciaration  establi^h• 
iog  a  principlo  without  having  under 
consideration  tho  details  of  the  measure 
by  which  that  principlo  is  to  be  carried 
out,  or  thn  charai  t«*r  of  tho  authorities  to 
whom  '\Xa  ex<  c*itiou  is  to  bo  entrusted. 
That.  Sir,  is  the  n  as<»n  why  I  find  my- 
self unable  to  support,  and  on  tho  con- 
trary obligMl  to  oppose,  tho  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich,  which 
appears  to  lay  down  a  principle  novel  in 
itself,  and  of  very  wide  extent,  without 
taking  any  security  from  tho  House  that 
that  principle  will  bo  carried  out  in  a 
sa  tit  factory  manner.  The  objection  that 
I  have  always  taken  since  this  subj<M*t 
has  bt'cn  b<-fon«  tho  country  is  that  it 
has  be«>n  given  a  far  wider  importance 
than  that  whii-h  belongs  to  it  I  thought 
that  it  raised  too  gr^at  hopes — I  trust 
not  false  hopes — in  the  minds  of  the 
agricultural  labourers  of  the  country. 
I  thought  that  it  led  tbwu  to  think  tiiat 
by  the  operation  of  Purliami  nt,  acting 
through  some  I»cal  Autboriti^'s  not  de- 
fined and  not  yet  created,  t!io  prospect 
was  being  held  out  to  them  that  their 
position  was  to  be  definitely  and  per- 
manently improved ;  whereas,  I  believe, 
all  great  or  permanent  improvement  in 
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Rendel,  S. 
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Salis-Schwabe,  CoLO. 
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Shcehy.  D. 
Sheil,  £. 
Shirley,  W.  8. 
SmaU.  J.  F. 
Smith,  W.  B. 
Spencer,  hon.  C.  R. 
Hpensley,  hon.  H. 
Spicer,  H. 


Stack,  J. 

Stafford,  Marqaess  of 
Stansfold,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Stevenson,  F.  S. 
Storey,  S. 
Strong,  R. 
Stuart,  J. 
Stuigis,  IL  P. 
Sullivan,  D. 
Sullivan,  T.  D. 
Sutherland,  T. 
Swinburne,  Sir  J. 
Tanner,  C.  K. 
Taylor,  F. 
Tcnnant,  Sir  0. 
Thomas,  A. 
Thompson,  Sir  II.  M. 
Trevolyan,  rt.  hn.G.0. 
Tuite  J. 
Vanderbyl,  P. 
Wardlo,  H. 
Warmington,  C.  M. 
Wason,  £. 
Watson,  T. 
Watt,  11. 
AVayman,  T. 
West,  Colonel  W.  C. 
West,  U.  W. 
Weston,  J.  D. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Will,  J.  S. 
Williams,  A.  J. 
WiUiams,  J.  C. 
WiUiams,P. 
Wilson,  Sir  M. 
Wilson,  H.  J. 
Wilson,  I. 

Wilson,  J.  (Durham) 
Wilson.  J .( Edinburgh) 
Winterbotham,  A.  B. 
Wolmer,  Viscount 
Woodall,  W. 
Woodhcad,  J. 
Wright,  C. 
Yeo,  F. 

TILLKHS. 

Collings,  J. 

Vemey,  Captain  E.  U. 


NOES. 


Addison,  J.  E.  W. 
Agg-Uardner,  J.  T. 
Ainslio,  W.  G. 
AUsopp,  O. 
Ambrose,  W. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Ashmcad-Bartlett,  £. 
Baden-Powell,  G.  S. 
BagnalUy,  E. 
Baily,  U  R. 
Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  G.  W. 
Itames,  A. 
Bartley,  O.  C.  T. 
Barttelot,  Sir  W.  B. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baoinann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  right  hon.  Sir 

lC.£.I&ek»- 
Baaeht  W.  W.  B. 


Bcadcl,  W.  J. 

Ben ti nek,  rt.  hn.  G.  C. 

Bert'sford.  I/)rd  C.  W. 

De  la  Poer 
Feihell,  Commander 
Bigwcwd,  J. 
Birkbcck,  E. 
Blaino,  U.  S. 
lilunduU,  Col.  IT.  B.  U. 
Bonsor.  II.  C.  O. 
iJuonl,  T.  W. 
Borthwick,  Sir  A. 
Ikiurko,  right  hon.  R. 
Bridgeman,  Col.  hon. 

F.  0. 
Bristowe,  T.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.F. 
Biookfltld,  A.  U. 
Brooke  J. 


Bullard,  H. 
Burdott-Coutts,  W.  L. 

Asli  -B. 
Burghloy,  Lord 
Campbell,  Sir  A. 
Chaplin,  right  hon.  H. 
Charrington,  S. 
Cliurchill,  rt.  hn.  Lord 

R,  U.  S. 
Clarke,  E. 
Coddington,  W. 
Cohen,  L.  L. 
CommeroU,  AdmL  Sir 

J. 
Compton,  F. 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Coopo,  O.  E. 
Corbett,  J. 

Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Courtney,  L.  H. 
Cranborno,  Viscount 
Cross,  rt.  hn.  Sir  R.  A. 
CVoss,  U.  S. 
Crossley,  Sir  S.  B. 
Cubitt,  right  hon.  G. 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Davics,  D. 
Davies,  W. 
Dawnay,  Colonel  hon. 

L.  P. 
Dawson,  R. 
De  Cobain,  E.  S.  W. 
Denison,  E.  W. 
Denison,  W.  B. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dimsdale,  Baron  R. 
Dixon,  G. 

Dixon.Hartland,F.  D. 
Donkin,  K.  8. 
Duncan,  Colonel  F. 
Doncombe,  A. 
Dyke,  rt.  hon.  Sir  W. 

H. 
Eaton,  H,  W. 
Kbrington,  Viscount 
Edwardcs-Moss,  T.  C. 
K^erton,  Admiral  hon. 

F. 
Kgcrton,  hon.  A.  do  T. 
Cffcrton,  hn.  A.  J.  F. 
Clliot,  hon.  A.  R.  D. 
•:ilis.  Sir  J.  W. 
Ivclyn,  W.  J. 
Iwart,  W. 
'I wing,  A.  O. 
Faniuharson,  H.  R. 
Vildcn,  Lt-Gen.  R.  J. 
'cllowes,  W.  U. 
'VTgus8<>n,rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
''i>4d,  ("aptain  E. 
'inch,  G.  H. 
■*inoh-Uatton,h<m.  M. 

K.  G. 
'  inhor,  W.  H. 
it/)r<  raid,  R.  U.  P. 
iU-Wygram,  Sir  F, 
*lrtchcr.  Sir  H. 
olkestone,  Visoonnt 
orwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  R.  N. 
Eraser,  General  C.  C. 
Gardner,  R.  fii«hatil- 


Gathome-Haidy,  boo. 

J.  S. 
Gent- Davis,  R. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
Giles,  A. 
Gk>ldsworthy,    H^or* 

Goneral  W.  T. 
Gorst,  Sir  J.  E. 
Goschen,  rt.  hon.  G.  J. 
Green,  E. 
Greenall,  Sir  G. 
Gregory,  G.  B. 
Grey,  A. 

Grimston,  Viscount 
Gun  tor,  Colonel  R. 
Hall,  A.  W. 
Hall,  C. 
Hallott,  Colonel  F.  C. 

Hughes- 
Halaey,  T.  F. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  E. 
Hamilton,  Lord  F.  8. 
Hamilton,  right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamilton,  CoL  O.  E. 
Hamley ,  Gen.  Sir  £.  B* 
Hanbury,  B.  W. 
Hankey,  F.  A. 
Hardcastle,  £. 
Hardcastle,  F. 
Hartington,  Marq.  of 
Haslctt,  J.  H. 
Heaton,  J.  H. 
Henrey,  Lord  F. 
Hicknuui,  A. 
Hill,  I^rd  A.  W. 
HiU,  A.  S. 
Holland,   tt.  hon.  Sir 

H.  T. 
Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Hope,  right  hon.  A.  J. 

B.  B. 
Houldsworth,  W.  H. 
Howard,  J. 
Howard,  J.  M. 
Hubbard,  rt  hn.  J.  G. 
Hughes,  Colonel  K. 
Hunt,  F.  8. 
Hunter,  Sir  G. 
Hutton.  J.  P. 
Isaacs,  L.  H. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
James,  rt.  hon.  Sir  H. 
Jennings,  L.  J. 
Johnston,  W. 
Jones,  P. 

Kennawav,  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  hon.  G.  T. 
Ker,  R,  W.  B. 
Kimbor,  H. 
King,  H.  8. 
King-Hannnn,  Coloael 

E.U. 
Knatchbnll  -Hngeesen, 

hon.  IL  T. 
Lawrance,  J.  0. 
Lawrence,  Sir  T. 
Lawrence,  W.  P. 
Lechmere,  SirB.  A.  H* 
Lcighton,  8. 
Leihhridge,  Sir  B. 
Ltwlehami  Vitoo«Bl 
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U«ff.  W.  U. 

LAiwthrr,  hrtn.  W. 
Kubbi«*k.  Sir  J« 
MarMlary.  J.  W.  K 

J   11.  A. 
lUcJ«n,J.  M. 
M ATDairkiai,  B. 
MH^lmoot,  rapUinJ. 
MMtarcl.IIiHnr,  StrJ. 
Makiat,  (*oloool  W.  T. 
HAftBcfv,  ft.  boo.  Lord 

J.J  R. 
Murh.  Karl  of 
Marrio(Urt.lin.  W.  T. 
Mattoo«  Itaj.  O.  B.  U. 
Ma&wrlU  Sir  U.  K. 
Mtlta.  t\  W. 
MorjTUi,  hua.  P. 
Mount,  W.  a. 
Mowbray,  rt.  boo.  Sir 

J.  K. 
MaIboUaad«  II.  L. 
MoacaaUr,  liOrd 
MttoU,  I*.  A. 
Mordocb.  (\  T. 
Nrvarfc,  ViiOoonI 
N(«Tia»  K.  H. 
NurtbcvU,  boo.  IL  8. 
Nirtoo*  K. 
crNmll,  boD.  R.  T. 
TairH,  R.  H. 
r«af«a,  W. 
I  Wl«  n«bl  bn*  8tr  R. 
iVUy.SirL. 
rmr.  Lord  A.  M. 
riaaki^t,  rt.  boo.  D.  R. 
r.imfnt,  W.  P. 
f*..w#U,  P.  8. 
rnrr,(  apiaiaO.  E. 
I*a:<«C.4l,  J.  H. 
ICaikia,  rt.  boo.  II.  C. 
iLt. }  ^,  C.  T. 
Uokmtimjo,  J.  r.  B. 


{Javuaat  26,  1888)  Oraaaui  Spnck, 
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RoMy  A*  u« 
Rouid,  J. 
RuaMll,  Sir  O. 
8t  Aubyn,  Sir  J. 
Sandrt,  Lieut. -Col.  T. 

M. 
Saundorton,  Maj.  E.  J. 
Hclaior.  lk>otb,rtJm.a. 
Seeljr,  C. 
Selwin .  rbbotaon^   rt. 

boo.  Sir  H.  J. 
St'toDoKarr,  H. 
Sidebottom,  T.  li. 
Sido)H>ttom,  W. 
Sitw«  11,  Sir  U.  R. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  I>. 

Stanhope,  rt.  boo.  E. 
Stanley,  rt.bn.Col.F. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  M. 
Sturrock,  P. 
Tomplo,  Sir  R. 
TiDplng,  W. 
Tollemacbe,  II.  J. 
Tomlinaon,  W.  K.  H. 
Trotter,  H.  J. 
Tvlrr,  Sir  II,  W. 
Valentine,  C.  J. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  U. 
WaUh,  hon.  A.  IL  J. 
Warinir,  Colonel  T. 
Wat«>n,  J. 
Webater,  Sir  R.  £. 
Woeilake,  J. 
White,  J.  B. 
WhiUov,  £. 
Winn,  lion.  R. 
Wodohuoje,  E.  R. 
Wortlor,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wroughton,  P. 
Yorke,  J.  U. 
Young,  C\  £.  R. 

TCLLIB*. 

Douglas,  A.  Aken- 
Walrund,  CmL  W.  II. 


M«ia  QoMtaoD,  m  amendedi  pro- 
poMd. 

ThiCOAXCELLOR  oPTOi  EXCHE- 
QrKR  :  Of  course,  Hir,  we  quito  aopre- 
ciote  the  natun*  of  the  Tote  at  which  the 
Uotiae  ha«  arriTed ;  and  I  think  that  the 
{■r>per  eoorvo  for  me  to  take,  remember- 
tn^  that  the  ordioarj  meeting  of  the 
llooae  to-morrow  would  bo  at  an  earlj 
boar,  ia  to  more  that  the  Iloute,  at 
iu  rifliBg^  do  adjoum  until  Thortdaj 
nest. 

Mb.  8PEAKER :  The  right  hon.  Qon- 
lleouui  haa  not  yet  moved  the  adjourn- 
■MOt  of  the  debate. 

Tbb  CHANCKLLOUoFTinEXCBK* 
QtTBR :  Then,  Sir,  I  firal  move  the 
a<yovnm«it  of  the  debate  on  the  Ad- 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
the  Debate  be  adjourned  till  Tkund^^,** 
^Ifr,  Ch^nctUor  of  tkt  Exehiquir,)^^ 
put,  and  agr$4d  h. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EXCIIE- 
QL'^ER  :  I  beg  to  more  that  the  House, 
at  itfl  rising,  do  adjoum  until  Thursday 
next. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''That 
this  Houso,  at  the  rising  of  the  House 
this  daj,  do  adjoum  till  Thundmjf"^' 
{Ifr,  ChanceHor  of  the  Exeh$quir^) — put, 
and  fgreei  to. 

The  CH  ANCELTiOR  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUKR :  I  am  afraid  I  am  again  in  fault 
on  a  matter  of  form.  My  intention  waa 
to  more  the  immediate  adjournment  of 
tho  House.  I  be^  to  more — "  That  this 
House  do  now  adjoum." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjoum."^- 
{Mr.  Ch0n€^Ur  of  th§  Esohoqnor.) 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Mr.  Sneaker,  I 
do  not  see  whr  the  House  should  not  go 
on  and  get  tnrough  with  its  ordinary 
Business.  As  we  nare  beaten  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  once  this  OTening,  I 
hope  he  will  not  put  us  to  the  trouble 
of  beating  him  again  on  this  question 
of  adjournment. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  It  appears  to 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  my  recollection 
of  many  critical  Totcs  in  this  House, 
that  the  course  proposed  to  be  taken  by 
the*rigbt  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  pre* 
sent  occasion  ^s  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  custom  and  the  precedents.  There- 
fore, if  the  Gorerament  feel  that  in  con- 
sequonoe  of  the  Tote  that  has  been 
arrived  at  by  the  House  it  is  desirable 
that  they  should  examine  their  position, 
it  is  the  unifurm  custom  of  the  House 
to  suspend  the  immediate  proseoution 
of  Business ;  snd  I  think  that  tho  adop- 
tion of  any  other  course  would  be  inoou- 
ronient,  and  woold  probably  lead  to 
confusion. 

Question  put,  and  tfroid  to. 

HooM  s4ioii»ed  at  a  qaarter  after 

One  o'clock. 
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ParlUwunt — 


HOUSE     OP     L0ED8 
Thunday^  2%th  January,  1886. 


ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS. 

The  lord  OHANOELLOR  ac- 
attainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Parliaments  had  prepared  and  laid 
it  on  ^e  Table  :  The  same  was  ordered 
to  he  printed.   (No.  8.) 

Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

SAT  FIRST. 

The  Lord  Houghton,  after  the  death 
of  his  father. 

QUEENS    SPEECH  — HER    AIAJESTY'S 
ANSWER  TO  THE  ADDRESS. 

The  lord  STEWARD  of  the 
HOUSEHOLD  (The  Earl  of  Mount- 
Edocuicbb),  in  reporting  Her  Majeatj's 
Answer  to  the  Address,  said :  My  Lords, 
I  am  commanded  by  the  Queen  to  de- 
liver to  this  House  the  Gracious  Answer 
which  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
send  by  me  in  response  to  the  loyal 
Address  unanimously  passed  by  your 
Lordships  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
Qracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  The 
reply  is  as  follows : — 

MtLobim, 

**  I THAKK  yoa  sinceraly  for  your  loyal  and 
datiful  Addresi. 

**  I  rely  with  confidence  upon  yoor  hearty  co- 
operation and  aasiatance  in  My  endeavoon  to 
advance  the  best  interests  of  My  Empire,  and 
to  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  all 
classes  of  My  people.** 

I  hare  to  move  that  this  Gracious  Mes- 
sage from  Her  Majesty  bu  printed  and 
oiroulated  among  your  Lordships. 

Motion  agrnd  (0. 

Address  and  Answer  ordered  to  be 
printed  andpHbiiehed. 

PARLIAMENT  —  ADJOURNMENT  —  RE- 
SIGNATION OF  THE  MINISTRY. 

Tub  lord  PRESIDENT  of  tub 
COUNCIL  ^Viscount  Crjlkdbook;  :  My 
Lords,  in  the  absence  of  my  noble  Friend 
(the  Mar<|ue6S  of  iSalisbury),  I  have  to 
inform  your  Lordships  that  in  conse- 
quenoe  of  what  has  happened  ''  else- 
where  "  a  oommunication  has  been  made 
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by  the  OoTemment  to  Her  Majesty.  Mjr 
noble  Friend  has  now  gone  to  Osborne^ 
and  has  requested  me  to  move  that 
this  House  adjourn  to  Monday  next 

Motion  agreed  te. 

House  adjonmed  at  half  past  Four  o*clock, 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter  before 

Eleveii  o*dock« 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thureday,  28M  January,  1886. 


MINUTES.]— New    Mbmbcr    Sitorx  — The 
Hon.  Sidney  Herbert, /ar  Croydon. 

Several  other  Members  took  and  sub- 
scribed  the  Oath. 

PAHLIAM£KT — ^PBIVATE  BILLS. 

Ordered,  That  tho  Chairman  of  tho  Sc7cct 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  hare  leave  to 
se^'k  a  Conference  with  the  Chairman  of  Cimi- 
mittecs  of  tho  House  of  Lfords,  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  (under  Standing  Order  79),  in 
which  House  of  Parliament  the  respective 
Private  Bills  should  be  first  considerod,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  the  House. — {Sir  John  Mete* 
brmy.) 

PARLIAMENT  —  ADJOURNMENT  —  RE- 
SIGNATION OF  THE  MINISTRY. 

TheCHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beacu): 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  to  inform  the  House 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  vote  at  which 
this  Uouse  arrived  on  Tuesday,  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers,  at  their  meeting 
yesterday,  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to 
address  a  communication  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty, of  the  precise  nature  of  which  it 
is  not  at  preseut  proper  for  me  to  in- 
form the  House ;  but,  as  the  result  of 
that  communication,  my  noble  Friend 
(the  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  has  re- 
ceived Hor  Majesty's  commands  t) 
attend  at  Osborne,  and  he  has  gone 
there  to-day.  It  is  not  possible  for  me 
to  make,  at  present,  any  more  definite 
announcement;  and  it  is  not  likely 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so  to- 
morrow. Therefore,  I  shaU  conclude 
with  a  Motion  that  this  House,  at  its 
rising,  do  adjourn  until  Monday.  Of 
course,  Sir,  in  circumstances  such  as 
those  in  which  we  are  now  placed,  it 
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hM  be«Dt  I  iMliore,  almost  the  inTariable 
cQstaii  thai  ordiiuiy  Business  should 
aot  be  proceeded  with.  I  think  it  will 
be  obTioQS  to  the  House  that  we  are 
»ol  at  prseent  in  a  poeition  either  to  be 
nvpoasible  for  the  conduct  of  that  Busi- 
aees,  or  to  giTO  any  satisfactory  or  suffi- 
rieai  answers  to  questions  that  might 
be  asked  as  to  the  Tiews  or  intentions  of 
the  Ooremment.  And  therefore,  Sir, 
although  this  is  a  matter  purely  for  the 
consideration  and  determination  of  the 
HoQse,  if  the  House  should  accept  the 
Motion  which  I  shall  make,  I  shall 
aAerwards  propose  that  the  House  do 
immediately  aajoum.  I  beg  to  moye 
that  this  House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn 
vntil  Monday  next 

Question,  "  That  this  House,  at  its 
riving,  do  adjourn  till  JHoni^jf  next," — 
[Mr.  Ckm^€Mf  •/  ih$  Er€h0qu4r,) ^pntf 
and  0frf04 1#« 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER:  I  beg  to  moTO  that  this  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Queetion,  **  That  this  House  do  now 
a.ljo«m,"-(  Vr.  CUm^Uor  o/tJ^  Fscht- 
fwr.) — put,  and  mfrnd  U. 

IfooM  ftdioarncd  acoordinfrlr  at 

balf  after  Four  o*cIock 

till  Monday  nost. 


HOUSE     OF     L0BD8, 
Monday,    Iff  Fthrury,   1(86. 


Sereral  Lords^Took  the  Oath. 

rA&UAUKNT  —  AnJorRXMENT—  RK- 
MUSATloX  OF  THE  MINISTRY  — 
hTATFJIEXT  OF  THE  MARQUESS 
or  iiAUSBrRY. 

Tn«  MAagrK-4  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Liirds,  I  bare  nimply  to  btate  to  the 
Ilonie  what  i«  already  Terr  wt41  known 
to  you — nam«*Iy,  that  Ht-r  Maj«»Hty's  Qo- 
Temment— the  late  GoTemment— I  do 
not  know  what  to  call  it ^have  resigned, 
and  that  Her  Majesty  has  been  gra- 
rioualy jil«*s^  to  accept  thoir  n^Higna- 
tiun.  1  nnd«»rstand  that  Mr.  Gladstone 
has  gone  down  to  Osborne,  and  has 
undertaken  the  task  of  forming  a  Go- 


▼emment ;  and,  under  the  droumstances, 
I  haTe  now  to  moTO  that  your  Lordships 
do  adjourn  until  Thursday. 

House  adjoomed  at  half  past  Four 
o*olock,  till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 

past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    OOHHONS, 
Monday^  Ui  Fthn^rf^  1886. 


NEW  WRITS. 

For  Galway,  r.  Thomas  P.  O'OonnoTi 
esquire,  who,  haying  been  returned  as  a 
Member  for  tiio  said  Borough  of  Galway, 
and  also  for  the  Borough  of  Lirerpool 
^Scotland  DiTision),  has  elected  to  sit 
for  the  Borough  of  Liverpool  (Scotland 
Diriston). 

/*er  Queen's  County  (Ossory  Dirision), 
r.  Arthur  O'Connor,  esquire,  who,  haying 
been  returned  as  a  Member  for  the  said 
Queen's  County  (Ossory  Dirision),  and 
also  for  the  County  of  Donegal  (Eastern 
DiTision),  has  elected  to  sit  for  the 
County  of  Donegal  (Eastern  Dinsion). 

K£W  MEMBER  SWORN. 

The  Bight  honble.  Hugh  Culling 
Eardley  Childers,  far  the  Burgh  of 
Edinburgh  (South  Dirision). 

rARLIAMENT  —  ADJOURNMENT  ^  RE. 
SKJXATION  OF  THE  MINISTRY  — 
STATEMENT  OF  TUB  CHANCELU)R 
OF  THE  EXCHEQUER. 

TnK  CHANCELLOR  op  th«  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  MicHAKL  HicKsBsAcn)  : 
Sir,  I  haVe  now  to  state  to  the  House 
that  Her  Majeety  has  been  graciously 
ploased  to  accept  the  resignation  of  Her 
Mioifttors;  and,  consequently,  we  only 
hold  Office  until  our  Successors  are  ap- 

S anted.  I  hare  further  to  inform  the 
ouse  that  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  require  the  attendance  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
liothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  at  Osborne,  and 
that  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
kissed  hands  on  reoeiTing  HerUajesty'a 
commands  to  form  an  Administration. 
At  his  request,  I  beg  to  moye  that  this 
House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  until 
Thursday  nest. 
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QuesHon,  "  That  this  House  will,  at 
tho  rising  of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn 
till  Thur9day,'''^{air.  Chanctlhr  of  the 
Exchequer^) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  ''  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn," — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  JExche- 
^ir^r,)— put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjournod  at  half  after  Foar 
o'clock  till  Thursday. 


*^0^^^m  ^rf^ 


HOUSE    OF    LOEDS, 
Tuesday,  2nd  February,  1886. 


Their   Lordships   met   for    Judicial 
only. 

House  adjourned  at  Four  o*clock, 
to  Thureday  next,  a  quarter 
past  Ten  o'clock 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Thursday,  4th  February,  1886. 


Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

PARUAMENT— ADJOURNMENT. 
The  Mabquess  of  SALISBURY :  My 
Lords,  I  understand  that  it  is  the  wish 
of  the  House  to  adjourn  until  Monday ; 
but  there  is  Judicial  Business  which 
makes  it  necessary  to  meet  to-morrow  for 
that  purpose.  I  therefore  move  that 
your  Lordships  now  adjourn. 

Motion  eigrsed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  half  po^t  Four  o'clock, 

till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Four  o'clock. 


I  ■»  ■ » iiPii.  J.  I 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  ith  February,  1886. 


il  M«ab«r  took  and  suUoribed  the 


NEW  WRITS. 
For— 

Edinburgh  County,  r.  Bight  honble. 
William  Ewart  Gladstone,  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury. 

Derby  Borough,  v.  Right  honble.  Sir 
William  Vernon  Harcourt,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer. 

Edinburgh  (Southern  Dirision),  r. 
Ri^ht  honble.  Hugh  Culling  Eaxillt^y 
Childers,  Secretary  of  State. 

Stirling  District  of  Burghs,  r.  Right 
honble.  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Birmingham  (Western  Dinsion).  r. 
Right  honble.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Goyernment  Board. 

Hawick  District  of  Burghs,  p.  Right 
honble.  George  Otto  Trevelyan,  Secretary 
for  Scotland. 

Sheffield  Borough  (Brighfside  Divi- 
sion), V.  Right  honble.  Anthony  John 
Mundella,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Hackney  Borough  (South  Dirision) 
r.  Charles  Russell,  esquire,  Attomej 
General. 

PARLIAMENT— ADJOURNMENT. 
Thb  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
STJRY  (Mr.  Arxold  Morlvt)  :  I  beg 
to  moye  that  the  House,  at  ito  rising, 
do  adjourn  until  Saturday  next  at  3 
o'clock. 

SiB  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  Sir, 
I  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of  expressing 
a  hope  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  will,  on  Satur- 
day,  be  able,  for  tho  convenience  of  the 
House,  to  inform  the  House  on  what 
day  tho  Government  anticipate  that  they 
will  be  ready  to  proceed  with  Business* 
I  do  not  ask  that  question  now,  becaoAe 
I  expect  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
hardly  in  a  position  to  answer  it 

Question,  "  That  this  House  will,  at 
the  rising  of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn 
till  Saturday,  at  Throe  of  the  clock,"— 
( J/r.  Arnold  J/i^r/dy,)— put,  and  ayreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  '*That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn,"— (Ifr. 
ArfuM  Moriey, )—j^ui,  and  ayreod  to. 

HoQso  adjoomed  at  a  quarter 

beforo  Fire  o'clock 

tai  Saturda  J, 
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HOURE     OF     LOBDS, 
FHdsf,  Stk  Fehwuy,  1886. 


Thoir    Lordships   mot   for   Judicial 
BoAineM  only. 

lIo«M  Adjoorned  at  a  ooartar  before  Two 

ouock,  to  Monoay  next,  a  quarter 

before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   00HH0N8, 
Mmr^f,  6tk  FthniMry,  1886. 


The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 

A  Member  took  and  subscribod  the 
Oath. 

KEW  WRTTB. 


Neweattlo  upon  T/ne,  r.  John  Morloj, 
o^qaire.  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Li«»uteiiant  of  Ireland. 

Leeds  (Southern  DiTision),^  r.  Bigrht 
honble.  Sir  Lyon  Tlayfair,  Vice  Prosi- 
dent  of  the  Council. 

Great  OrimsbT,  s.  Edward  Heneage, 
•squire,   Chaaeellor  of  the    Duchy    of 


Benriek  County,  r.  Honble.  Edward 
Marjoribanka,  Controller  of  the  House- 
boU. 

Bedford  County  (Southern  DtTision), 
e.  Cyril  Flower,  esquire,  Conuntssioner 
of  thr  Treasury. 

Slaffoffd  County  (North  Western  Diri- 
akm  ,  r.  Oeorge  Granville  L«*voson 
Gower,  esquire,  OommiMioner  of  the 
Treasury. 

Clackmannan  and  KinroA^,  r.  Kif^ht 
hooble.  John  Blair  Balfour,  Lord  Adro- 
rata  of  Scotland. 

Elgin  District  of  Burghs,  r.  Alexander 
Asber,  esquire.  Her  Majesty's  t^olicitor 
(General  for  Scotland. 

Banff  County,  e.  Bobert  William  Duff, 
esquire,  Cummissiooer  of  the  Admiralty. 

Novthampion  County,  r.  Honble. 
Charles  Bobert  Spencer,  Groom  in 
Wattiiif. 


PARUAHKirr— ADJOURNMENT. 

J?tffo/rtfif,  That  this  House,  at  the  rising 
of  the  House  this  day,  do  adjourn  tiu 
Tkur$day  18th  February.— (J^.  AmM 

House  adjoamed  at  a  qoarter  before 

Four  o'clock  till  Thoreday 

ISth  February. 


HOUSE     OF     LOBDS, 
Monday,  8M  February,  1886. 


The  Lord  Halsbubt — Chosen  Speaker 
in  the  absence  of  the  Lobd  OoAHOELLoa 
and  the  Lords  Commissioners. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure; 
and  resumed  by  the  Lord  Cbakobux>r. 

LORD  CHANCELLOR. 

The  Earl  Oranyillb  acquainted  the 
House  that  Her  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  create  the  Bight  Honourable 
Sir  Farrer  HurschoU,  Knight,  Lord 
Chancellor  of  (ireat  Britain,  a  Peer  of 
this  Realm,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Her- 
schell  of  the  city  of  Durham,  and  his 
liordship,  baring  retired  to  robe,  was 
introduced  in  the  usual  manner. 

PARLIAMENT-ADJOURNMENT. 

Earl  GRANVILLE :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  more  that  the  House,  at  its  rising, 
do  adjourn  until  Thursday,  the  18th 
instant ;  but,  as  there  is  some  Judicial 
Business  to  be  disposed  of,  it  will  meet 
for  that  purpose  in  the  meantime. 

Motion  asr$4d  U* 

Hou«o  adjoamed  at  a  qaaiier  past  Four 
o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 

past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Tkesday,  9th  February,  1886. 


Their    Lordships   met    for   Judicial 
Business  only. 

Hooae  adjoo^l^d  at  One  oVlock,  to 
Thonday  next,  a  quarter  paM 

Ten  o'clock. 
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HOUSE     OF    LOEDS, 
Tkur$day^  Wth  February^  1886. 


Their   Lordships    met    for    Jadicial 
Basinefis  odIj. 

House  adjoamed  at  a  quarter  before 

Four  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 

half  paat  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  \2th  February,  1886. 


Their    Lordships   met   for   Judicial 
Business  only. 

Hoiue  adjourned  at  Four  o'clock,  to 
Monday  next.  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LOBDS, 
Monday,  15M  February,  18H6. 


Their    Lordships    met   for  Judicial 
Business  only. 

House  adjourned  at  Two  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  half  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LOBDS, 
Tueeday,  IBth  February,  1886. 


The  Lord  Bishop  of  Truro— Took  the 
Oath. 

Their    Lordships   met   for   Judicial 
Business  only. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 

Two  o  clock,  to  Thursday  next,  a 

quarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 


THE  MINISTRY 

Of  tub  BiooT  Hohousaalb  WILLIAM  EWABT  GLADSTONE, 
Ab  FosiUD  05  AooBPTAKCE  OF  Office  Of  Februjlbt,  1886. 

THE  cabinet! 

Fir«l  XjotA  of  thoTMuoy  (Prime  Hinttter)    Right  Hon.  WaLixx  Ewart  GuiniiToy  c. 
Lrfjtil  <^%Uke»Uar .        .        •        ^       .        •    RiKht  Hon.  Jjord  IIkkacbkll. 
I, -rd.  l^rr^ih'Qi  of  the  Council      .        .         lil^i^hi  Hon.  Karl  SrsxtBR,  K.<f. 
<*hinnfll.»r  iif  ih»»  Exch«iaor       .        .        .     Ui^hi  Hun.  Sir  Wim.iaic  V.  Haucovkt. 
.•^-  r  Urv  <»f  Stitr,  Home*  Dopnrtmimt     .         Hi^ht  Hon.  H.  C.  E.  (*iiir.nPR8. 
^^rrUrjof  Static,  Fornifoi  Hqvirtnicnt      .     Kif^ht  Hon.  K\rl  of  KoflBHCur. 
N«trUry  of  Suto  for  the  Colonica  .        .        Kit^ht  Hon.  Ktrl  (tKANviLLE,  K.O. 
S^-rrrtATy  <if  SUU' for  Wot  .         .         •     l<tM:ht  Hon.  Hi.nuy  CAMrnF.LL*UAXXiKMAN. 

?^«ntAr>-  of  Sut«  fur  India     .        «        •         Kti^ht  Hon.  Mirl  of  Kimheklby. 
K.nt  Ia*t^\  of  tho  Admimltv        .        .  HiKht  Hun.  ManiucM  of  Hirox,  K.O. 

tV«<«i«l«  nt  of  th<'  IViarJ  of  iVado       .  KiKht  H<in.  A.  J.  Mi'M>blla. 

I*r^«i«l«at  of  the  lAxni  (lovrmmfnt  Board  .     Ki^'ht  Hon.  Joniiru  Chamhbujiin. 
>-  «fHarr  for  HcotUnd  and  Vice  IV«ideot\  *>.  « .  „^     o-  >^ 

of  ih.««*ch  MocUon  Doputmeot .    /  ^''P**'  "•>«»•  "•<»"»« '>^  Tm.T.LTAK. 
Cbicl  Sccrvterjr  to  the  Lord  Licatenant  Right  Hon.  John  MoaLtT. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Fi'  M  Manhal  Commanding  in  Cliief  .        •    H.R.II.  the  Duke  of  Caxbrihoi,  K.O. 
I>«d  IJrutrnant  of  Irvlana    .  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  ABtaniasf. 

<  >.«D<^rlIi>r  of  the  Duchy  of  I.Anca4ter  and^ 

Vice    Praidont    of    the  Committee    of  >  Right  Iton«  Edwabo  Hbxbaob. 
Cooaetl  for  Agricnltore  ,        ,        .        ) 

'^'Tu  .!lrRj!r>ti'.n!^  ConunitU*  of  Coun-J  ^.^^^^  ^^  g.,  ^^^^  Platfai.,  K.C.B. 

PctfUuBter  (knenl Right  Hon.  Lord  Woltbktoh. 

(Sir  £.  J.  Rbbd,  K.C.B. 
Luffda  of  tlie  Treaaorjr     •       •        •       •     }  Cyril  Flowbk,  Eeq. 

(G.  (■.  Lk:vE»oN*  OowBB,  Eeq. 

(Admiral  I»rd  Johx  Hay,  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Ak- 
TOOSY  Ha«T  H««,N«  Vic  Adminl  Wiuon 
(tBAiiAM,  liear  Admiral  Jamba  ELrHiicBToicB 
EkRKtNB,  and  RoitERT  W.  Drrr,  Esq. 

S^HtHarr  to  the  Admiraltr      .        •  John  Toxi.tXM)x  Hibubbt,  Esq. 

S.^-rrUry  to  the  lioard  of  Trade  .  i\  T,  D.  A<  lajcu,  Eaq. 

f^^^Tftmry  to  the  I>M'al  Government  Board  Jim«e  (\)i.Lixn«,  Kaq. 

Todfr  SrrrrUry,  Home  iH'partment  Hbnky  BnoADHritrr,  Geq. 

I'l^r  >*mimT}\  Koniim  iHpartment        .  Jauba  Bhycb,  K'^q. 

Toirr  S^rrtary  f<ir  Colonic*  .        .        .  Ri»cht  Hon.  Gborob  Okborxb  MouoASf. 

I*n<l«r  St^rretarjr  f»»r  Wat  .        .        .        •  Lord  SAMmrRAT. 

I'ader  Srcrvtarx  fur  India       .        .        .  6ir  U.  KAY-SHrrn.BWOBTRt  Bt« 

Paymaelcr  (tenml     .        .        .        ,        « 

Horrvyor  U«nOTal  of  Grdaaooe  W.  Woodall,  Eaq. 

Kinanrtal  HeereUry  to  the  War  Department  H b rr b rt  ( t  lad«to!«b,  Eea . 

Jalffe  Adrocate  (teaefml     ....  John  Willi  am  Mbllor,  Eeq.,  Q.C. 

Att*  ntey  Groetal Charleb  Rvmbll,  Esq.,  U-U. 

K4ftiaorGeflMTU Horacb  Davby,  Esq.,  Q.C. 

SCOTLAND. 
Lafd  Adv«eate    .•.«•.    Right  Hon.  Johx  Blaib  Balfoub,  Q.C. 
mkttinr  Oenenl ALBiANUBm  Abkbb*  Eeq.,  Q.C. 

IRELAND. 

Lotd  LMHtiiiiBBl Riffht  Hon.  Earl  of  Abbxobbst. 

I^«d  (iMncrUar Ru'ht  Hon.  Jokh  Naibh. 

t>.i»f  S^rrHary  to  the  Lord  Lieuteoanl      •    Ri;:ht  Hon.  John  Moblbt. 

Atlnrney  (M^trral S^hibl  Walkbb,  I-^q..  Q.C. 

Midior  U«oeral The  Macpebmoyt,  Q.C. 

QUEEN'S  HOrsEHOLD. 

Uwd  SCevBid Ritrht  Hon  Earl  BrnxBT,  O.C.B. 

Loed  ClMHBberlaia Ri^ht  Hon.  VatI  of  Kbnmabb,  K.P. 

Mailer  ol  the  UoTBe        ....  Ri<ht  Hon.  Earl  of  Cobb  amp  Obbsrt,  K.P. 

Treaeiun  of  the  HoneAoUi  •        •  Rik'ht  Hon.  Earl  of  Eloin. 

<  •  mfirJlrr  of  the  Huveehold  Hon.  EowABb  MABiOBiRANKa. 
V»oe  (lumherlain  of  the  Hun«ehold   .  Ri^ht  Hon.  Visoouot  KiLiOCBBiB. 
Ckpiaia  of  the  Corpe  of  Gentlemen  at  Arme  Ru'ht  Hon.  I^ord  SrnBLBT. 
Caplain  e€  the  Ymrnmn  oi  the  Gnaid  Ritcht  Hon.  lyml  Mox«oy. 
)laaCer  ol  the  Borkboonde  ....  Ri^'ht  Hon.  Lord  HrrriBLO. 
Cluef  Equerry  and  CWk  Hanhal  •       •  Ldxd  Airnxn  IL  Faoict. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thur$daif,   nth  February,   1886. 


Women's  Softmge*  (10);   Mamagea  Vali- 
dity* (U). 

NEW  PEEB. 
Sir  Charles  Henry  Mills,  Baronot, 
having  been  created  Baron  Hillinrfon 
of  Hillingdon  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex—Was (in  the  usual  manner)  intro- 
duced. 
SeTcral  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

REPRESENTATIVE  PEER  FOR  SCOT- 
LAND. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery 
deliTcred  his  certificate  that  the  Earl  of 
Dundonald  had  been  elected  a  Repre- 
sentatiTe  Peer  for  Scotland  in  the  room 
of  the  Lord  Borthwick,  deceased. 

POUCY  OP  HER  MAJESTY'S  GOVERN- 

MENT. 

HIXISTEEIAL  STATEMENT. 

Eabl  GRANVILIiB :  I  am  afraid, 
from  the  large  attendance  and  certain 
intimations  that  hare  been  given  in  the 
public  Press,  that  some  of  your  Lord- 
ships are  expecting  some  very  com- 
prehensive statement  from  the  Go- 
vernment as  to  their  policy.  ["  Hear, 
hoar ! "]  I  think  that  my  noble  Friend 
who  cheered  that  observation  can  hardly 
be  aware  of  what  the  precedents  have 
been  on  the  subject.  PubUc  men  have 
often  thought  it  necessary  to  give  per- 
Booal  reasons  for  the  resignation,  the  re- 
fusal, or  the  acceptance  of  Office.  But 
it  is  only  in  a  very  small  minority  of 
cases  that  the  Prime  Minister  — and 
still  less  his  Representative  in  the 
Chamber  in  which  he  does  not  himself 

sit has  made  a  general  statement  of 

the  views  of  the  Government  on  such 
an  occasion  as  this.  It  is  less  necessary 
now  than  in  even  some  of  those  cases, 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  last 
(General  Election,  and  also  the  by-elec- 
tions which  have  since  taken  place,  have 
given  an  opportunity  to  the  Leader  of 
the  Liberal  Party— who  is  now  the 
Prime  Minister— to  take  a  general  view 
in  regard  to  the  polity  of  that  Party. 
I  wiU,  howeveri  give  to  your  Lordships 
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a  very  short  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
a  moagpre  account  of  the  Government 
Business  in  this  House.    Not  only  that, 
but    your    Lordships  may  excuse   the 
irregularity  of  my  adverting  to  the  same 
subfeot  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment.   Tour  Lordships  may  have  heard 
me  state  on  many  former  occasions  how 
desirous  I  have  personally  been  to  pro- 
vide measures  of  importance  for  the  early 
consideration  of  your  Lordships  during 
the  Session.  You  are,  no  doubt,  aware  of 
the  difficulties   which  have  presented 
themselves,  not  only  to  me  but  to  my 
Predecessors,  in  that  respect;  and,  in- 
deed, I  have  often  had  to  apply  almost  tn 
formd  pauperi9  to  the  other  House  that 
measures  might  be  brought  forward  here 
which  it  was  thought,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  might  be  more  advantage- 
ously introduced  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.    There  are  one    or    two    small 
Billp,  of  which  I  cannot  give  you  the 
particulars  now,  which  I  trust  my  noble 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Lord  Sandhurst)  will  produce. 
There  is  the  Bill  with  regard  to  Scotch 
Burgh  Police,  and   Improvements  —  a 
very  formidable    Bill,   containing    be- 
tween 500  and  600  clauses,  which  will 
be  immediately  introduced.     I  am  au- 
thorized by  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  say 
that  he  will  introduce  to  your  Lord- 
ships   a    Bill    dealing    with    lunacy, 
which,  as  to  its  main  provisions,  haa 
the    great   authority   of   the    Earl    of 
Selbome.    I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Gladstone  will  make  a  statement 
with  regard  to  Government  Business  in 
"another  place."     I  need  not  remind 
the  House  that  considering  the  date  at 
which  we  have  now  arrived — the  1 8th 
of  February — ^it  will  require  all  the  Go- 
vernment days  for  the  necessary  finan- 
cifld    requirements    before    the    1st  of 
April.    Then,  my  Lords,  as  to  the  great 
anxiety  about  Ireland,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  natural  or  reasonable  that  your  I^nd- 
ships  and  others  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  expect  that  within  10  daya 
of  the  formation  of  the   Government 
they  should  produce  cut-and-dried  tho 
finsl  measures  with  regard  to  the  burn- 
ing questions  which  affect  Ireland  at 
this  moment.    I  would  mention  that  in 
1841,  when  Sir  Robert  Peel  took  the 
Government,  the  repeal    of  the  Com 
Laws  was  the  subject  of  the  hour.    Sir 
Robert   on   that   occasion  merely  an- 
nounced an  Amendment  Thai  AaMsd- 
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mtmi  WM  kept  teoret  until  it  was  de- 
•cribad  five  months  after  Sir  Robert 
I^sel  had  undertaken  the  OoTemment. 
Now,  OT  Lords,  I  do  not  think  that  any- 
•ae  will  suppose  that  a  few  weeks — 
not  months— are  too  much  for  the  con- 
sideration by  Her  Majesty's  present 
AdTisers  of  substantial  measures  which 
ther  may  hare  to  introduce  with  regard 
to  Ireland — with  regard  to  its  social 
state,  with  regard  to  its  crime,  with  re* 
gard  to  the  fulfilment  of  contraots,  and 
with  reftard  to  personal  liberty  of  ac- 
tion. All  these  subjects  will  require  the 
fuHesI  attention,  and  the  time  I  hare 
OM^tioned  wiU  not  be  thought  too  much. 
But  Mr.  Gladstone,  I  b^teye,  and  I 
have  reason  to  know,  intends  to  state  to 
the  House  of  Commons  that  it  is  his 
h'»pe  that  after  that  period  he  will  be 
able  to  make  a  statement  as  to  the  cha- 
rarter  of  those  measures.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  give  to  the  House 
any  premature  account  of  what  those 
measures  may  be.  I  renture  to  express 
n  hope,  howerer,  that  jrour  Iiordflhips 
will  forbear  from  thinking  that  it  is  ab- 
Si»lntely  neces^arr  that  they  should  be 
aa  exact  copy  of  the  lay  figure  which 
wa$  created  yesterday  in  a  neighbour- 
ing hotel — which  lay  figure  was  Tiolently 
attacked  by  its  creator.  Perhaps  be^ 
fore  I  sit  down  I  may  bo  allowed  to 
sMgest  a  very  humble  hope  that,  con- 
sid«*riag  the  very  excited  state  of  public 
opinion  on  the  two  different  sideis 
pttblic  men  will  think  it  their  duty  to 
aroid  as  much  as  possible  making 
passionate  appeals  to  tnose  excited  feel- 
ings, and  try,  on  the  contrarr,  to  induce 
a«  much  as  possible  that  judicial  frame 
•>f  mind,  which,  I  am  oouTinced,  is  the 
sv»le  dianee  of  giving  efficient  eonsidera- 
tf^m  to  the  problem. 

Tm  MAnQtrxM  or  8ALISBUBT  : 
My  Lords,  the  rery  interesting  state- 
ment of  the  noble  £!arl  with  respect  to 
the  Bosiasss  of  the  country  amounts,  as 
I  gather  it,  to  this— till  the  1st  of  April 
the  Hoose  of  Lords  will  be  occupied 
with  the  question  of  lunacy ;  and  that 
on  the  Isl  of  April  the  Prime  Minister 
will  be  prepared  to  give  an  acrount  of 
his  policy  with  respect  to  Ireland.  The 
occasion  and  the  subject,  I  suspect,  will 
be  lonnd  to  be  wdl  suited.  The  noble 
Karl  delsnds  the  singularly  meagre,  as 
he  adflsita,  aooount  of  the  intentions  and 
polaey  of  the  Ooremment  by  tolling  us 
thai  at  the  General  Election  the  Leaders 
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of  the  Liberal  Party  had  an  opportunity 
of  stating  before  the  country  wnat  their 
policy  was.  But  a  good  many  things 
have  happened  since  tho  (lenersl  Elec- 
tion. At  the  time  of  the  Qenoral  Elec- 
tion the  two  Jjcaders  of  the  Liberal 
Party  were  Mr.  Gladstone  and  tho  Mar- 

2|uess  of  Hartington.  Since  the  General 
iection  we  have  seen  a  Goyemment 
formed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  of  which  the 
Marquess  of  Hartington  does  not  form 
a  part.  The  noble  Earl  must  admit  that 
that  is  a  very  interesting  circumstance ; 
and  that  it  is  sustained  by  the  further 
fact  that  upon  the  Bench  opposite 
we  no  longer  see  the  familiar  figure 
of  the  late  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty (the  Earl  of  Northbrook) ;  that  the 
Woolsack  is  occupied  by  a  very  distin- 
guished but  a  different  occupant ;  that 
the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Derby),  who 
has  sat  on  more  sides  of  the  House  than 
one,  is  no  longer  found  upon  that  Bench 
— in  fact,  that  many  changes  and  many 
deficiencies  may  be  noticed  in  the  pha- 
lanx that  is  opposed  to  us.  It  is  natural 
for  us  to  ask,  then,  have  those  things 
happened  by  accident?  Is  it  a  mere 
accident  of  destiny,  or  is  there  any  change 
in  the  opinions  which,  among  the  Leaders 
of  the  Lil)eral  Party,  were,  at  the  (Gene- 
ral Election,  understood  to  be  the  policy 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  which  has  caused 
this  dirision  in  their  ranks?  It  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  doubt  that  the  repre- 
sentations which  were  made  to  the  people 
of  England  at  the  time  of  the  General 
Election  of  the  policy  of  the  Leaders  of 
the  Liberal  Party  no  longer  represent 
the  facts  as  they  exist.  And  we  hsTO 
further  matter  for  disquietude.  Figures 
have  been  joined  to  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment— the  Radical  (K>Temment^>which 
were  nerer  seen  there  before,  especially 
in  that  matter  of  Ireland.  You  suppose 
from  those  who  are  appointed  to  goTom 
Ireland  that  their  opmions  hare  aome 
relation  to  the  future  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  must  be  taken  as  indi- 
cating the  path  which  the  (fovemment 
intends  to  pursue.  Well,  I  do  not  mean 
to  deduce  any  inferences  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen ;  but 
the  Chief  84<cretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  is  a  Uontleman  who  has 
never  concealed  his  opinions — a  Gen- 
tleman whose  opinions  are  of  the  ^wy 
stronffest  kind,  and  were,  only  two 
months  ago,  supposed  to  be  held  in 
reprobation    by    both    Parties  in   the 
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State.  Whea  we  see  the  eztraoidi* 
nary  phenomenon  of  this  Gentleman 
responaible  now  for  the  goyemmont  of 
Ireland,  sitting  in  the  same  Cabinet 
with  the  late  viooroj  of  Ireland,  who 
was  supposed  to  represent  specially  the 
support  of  the  Union  between  the  two 
oountries — when  you  see  such  a  pheno- 
menon  as  that,  surely  we  are  entitled  to 
ask  for  some  better  satisfaction  than  to 
be  referred  to  the  let  of  April  for  the 
explanation  of  the  extraorainary  cir- 
cumstance. Somebody  must  have  re- 
nounced the  opinions  of  his  life.  We 
wish  to  know  who  it  is?  We  wish  to 
know  whether  we  are  to  look  to  the  former 
opinions  of  Mr.  Morloy,  or  to  the  former 
opinions  of  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Spencer), 
as  indicating  the  path  along  which  the 
Oovemment  mean  to  go?  My  Lords, 
tho  noble  Earl  referred  to  the  precedent 
of  Sir  Bobert  Peel.  In  the  first  place, 
the  alteration  of  the  Com  Laws  in  1842 
is  scarcely  to  be  treated  as  a  matter  of 
the  same  intense  and  vital  moment  as 
the  Union  which  insures  the  integrity  of 
the  British  Empire.  But  we  must  say 
something  more.  Sir  Bobert  Peel  had 
been  for  years  in  Opposition.  He  had  had 
no  opportunity  of  studying  the  circum- 
stances and  the  facts  on  which  a  finan- 
cial policy  must  be  founded.  Those 
noble  Lords  opposite  haye,  on  the  other 
hand,  been  for  years  in  Office.  They 
haye  not  been  absent  from  Office  except 
for  a  brief  period  of  repose.  They  come 
back  after  seven  months,  and  they  tell 
us  that  this  subject  is  to  be  put  off  till 
the  1st  of  April.  It  is  one  which  has  occu- 
pied their  days  and  their  nights  in  medi- 
tation. Will  they  not  lift  up  a  corner 
of  the  veil ;  will  mey  not  give  us  a  hint 
of  the  direction  in  which  their  medita- 
tions tend?  My  Lords,  they  are  treating 
Parliament  with  singular  levity;  thev 
are  treating  the  public  interests  with 
singular  levity,  if,  instead  of  deter- 
mining in  the  formation  of  a  (Govern- 
ment what  shall  be  the  great  main  lines 
of  their  policy,  they  put  into  one  room 
men  differing  in  every  possible  direction 
on  the  main  subject  of  the  day,  and 
trust  to  the  chances  of  discussion  to 
Ibmish  them  with  a  policy.  I  will  only 
say,  in  oonoluaion,  tnat  not  only  ia  it 
Parliament  that  is  treated  badly,  but 
this  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death  to  Ire- 
land. While  you  are  putting  off  matters 
to  the  let  of  April,  eveir  social  interest 
iajeopardiMdinlxelana.    Ph>pertyhaa 
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become  unsaleable,  business  cannot  be 
conducted,  men  will  not  trust  men,  and 
no  one  knows  what  the  future  is  to  be. 
In  spite  of  this,  and  while  all  this  is 
going  on,  the  Oovemment,  simply  be* 
cause  they  have  chosen  to  assume  Office 
without  an  agreement  on  the  elementary 
lines  of  the  policy  they  are  to  pursue, 
bid  us  wait  to  see  what  chance  will  givo 
us  in  six  weeks  for  the  policy  of  the 
Empire. 

TuE  Eabl  07  CAMPERDOWN  said, 
that  he  could  not  help  stating  that  the 
remarks  made  upon  his  siae  of  the 
House  by  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Gran- 
ville) were  unsatisfactory.  He  did  not 
expect  that  the  noble  Earl  would  oome 
down  and  make  a  comprehensive  state- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment 
with  regard  to  their  policy ;  but  he 
had  thought  it  likely  that  in  refer- 
ence to  the  great  question  of  Ireland 
— the  one  question,  indeed,  that  was 
before  the  country  —  something  more 
would  have  been  said.  He  had  expected 
that  time  would  be  asked  for  presenting 
a  measure ;  but  he  did  not  expect  that 
the  subject  would  be  passed  over  so 
lightlv  by  the  noble  Earl,  and  that  they 
would  bo  told  it  could  not  be  brought 
before  their  Lordships  for  such  a  long 
time  as  the  1st  of  April.  They  must 
consider  what  had  happened  since  1880, 
during  which  period  the  present  Minis- 
ters had  been  in  Office,  with  one  interval 
of  six  months.  Mr.  Gladstone  had  made 
statements  that  he  had  given  Ireland  the 
most  anxious  and  earnest  attention — 
that  he  had  been  considering  the  state 
of  that  country  night  and  day — and  now 
the  Oovemment  asked  to  postpone  all 
questions  in  reference  to  Ireland  till  the 
1st  of  April,  and,  perhaps,  for  a  much 
longer  ^iod.  Ldt  them  but  oonttder 
the  position  as  it  affected  Ireland,  this 
oountiy,  and  Parliament.  Business  in 
Ireland  was  entirely  at  a  standstill,  and 
would  remain  so  until  some  measnre  was 
brought  forward  dealing  with  the  mat- 
ter. Administration  was  at  a  standstill, 
and  it  must  be  until  it  was  known  what 
was  to  be  the  plan  of  future  administra- 
tion. Parliament  was  in  a  state  of 
anxious  suspense  and  expectation,  and 
it  must  be  until  they  knew  the  plans  of 
the  Oovemment.  This  anxie^  on  their 
part  was  the  very  reverse  of  unreason* 
able.  It  was  only  natural  and  right; 
it  was  their  duty  to  be  anxious.  He 
would  not  enter  into  details;  but  the 
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•tetooMttli  whkh  had  been  mado  by 
Mr.  OUdttooe  wore  of  a  Toiy  Yagoe 
ckaraeUr,  and  they  would  oomprehend 
alaoel  anyehango  in  the  adminietration  of 
Ireland  from  an  independent  Parliament 
down  to  eomo  leeeer  meaeore  of  Home 
Rnleu  Then  it  waa  notorious  from  the 
alalementa  of  the  Press  that  the  other 
Ministers  did  not  know  what  tiie  in- 
tontions  of  Mr.  Gladstone  wore.  There 
were  discrepancies  between  the  state- 
Bseats  of  Mr.  Gladstone  and  those  of 
other  Ministers.  It  was  said-«and  it 
might  be  admitted — that  inquiry  was 
nsrestary  with  regard  to  what  was  to  be 
done  in  Ireland;  but  Mr.  Morley,  a 
personal  fHend  of  his,  for  whom  he  had 
the  highest  personal  resp<'ot,  the  Chief 
8eeretary»  and  the  virtual  Bulor  of  Ire- 
laod,  had  most  decided  opinions  about 
whidi  there  waa  no  mistake  whateTor, 
and  this  inquiry  would  be  conducted,  in 
a  great  measure,  under  his  guidance. 
Did  not  that  fact  seem  to  prejudge  the 
iaquirr?  Then  Mr.  Pamell  and  his 
Party  had  made  no  oonoealment  of  what 
they  expected  to  be  the  outoome  of  this 
morement;  they  had  stated  distinctly, 
within  the  last  few  days,  that  they  ex* 
peetsd  a  Parliament  to  be  set  up  in 
Ihiblin.  In  these  eironmstanoes,  was  it 
unreasonable  that  they  were  in  a  state 
cif  grvat  anxiety  and  suspense,  and  that 
they  were  most  anxious  to  hear  the  Mi- 
naaurial  statement  ?  All  would  hope  that 
tbej  would  see  it  tu  be  their  duty  to 
make  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
for  erery  day  of  delay  wi>uld  inorease 
tha  difficulties  of  the  position  of  that 
ci>ontry. 

I/)ap  AJ^QBOniNE :  I  waited  after 
the  noble  Earl  resumed  his  seat  in  the 
hope  that  the  noble  Karl  who  not  long 
ago  was  the  Repreeentatire  of  the  Queon 
in  Irelaad  (Earl  Spencer)  would  rise  and 
stale  what  his  riews  were  in  regard  to 
Ireland.  No  doubt  it  is  true  that  a 
new  GoTemmeot  is  entitled  to  eoosidera- 
tioo  ;  but  there  are  others  who  are  en* 
titled  to  consideration  as  well,  including 
this  House  and  the  public  opinion  of  the 
country.  When  we  are  referred  to  the 
Klectkm  addrresos  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  other  Ministers  for  an  indi- 
ration  of  their  policy,  it  is  forgotten  that 
many  things  hare  happened  since  those 
addresses  were  d«*UTon<d ;  and  there  arc 
many  things  contained  in  those  addrees4«s 
which  imperatirely  rt*quire  oxplanation 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment    The 


Prime  Minister  indicated,  in  his  Election 
address,  that  Ireland  required  the  con* 
sidoration  of  three  most  important  ques- 
tions— namoly,  social  order,  tho  Land 
Laws,  and  local  goremment.  I  know 
full  well,  as  an  Irishman  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  Ireland,  that  land  diffi- 
ottlties  lie  at  the  root  of  much  of  the 
discontent  and  disorder  of  Ireland ;  and 
therefore  I  would  welcome  any  sugges- 
tion which  would  indicate  something  like 
a  resolute  intention  on  the  part  of  any 
Goremment  to  grapple  with  that  diffl- 
culty,  so  a«  to  settle  it  on  the  linos  of  j  us- 
tice  and  of  fairness.  The  Goremment,  in- 
deed, might  well  have  askod  for  some 
time  before  they  should  be  called  upon 
to  submit  a  measure  for  its  solution.  I 
would  make  the  same  admission  with 
reference  to  local  gorornment.  But  I 
note  this  extraordinary  fact — that  in  the 
statement  of  what  we  are  to  be  told  on 
tho  1st  of  April  the  noble  Earl  (Earl 
Granrille)  did  not  intimate  that  any 
statement  would  be  made  then,  or  at  any 
other  time,  on  the  part  of  the  Gorem- 
mcnt  with  reference  to  local  gorernment. 
He  intimatiMl  that  on  the  Ist  of  April 
we  were  to  be  told  something  of  what 
the  Goremment  intended  in  refer- 
ence to  social  order,  to  crime,  intimi- 
dation, and  personal  liberty.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  omission  was 
intentional  or  accidental  on  the  part 
of  the  noble  Earl ;  but  it  is  extra- 
ordinary that  he  used  the  expression 
more  than  once  that  the  questions  re- 
lation to  Ireland  are  burning  questionSi 
and  Uiere  are  no  questions  more  burning 
at  this  time  than  those  he  omitted.  1 
think  we  are  entitled  to  some  explana- 
tion how  it  is  that  a  Cabinet  constituted 
like  the  present,  and  having,  I  assume, 
some  point  of  agreement,  wilfapply  them- 
selves to  the  work  of  embodring  their 
point  of  agreement  in  a  Dill.  I  hare 
read  the  speeches  of  public  men  on  both 
Hides  in  this  question,  and  those  who 
hare  had  to  deal  with  the  govemment 
of  Ir««1and  are  entitled  to  hare  their 
words  keenly  and  iealously  scrutinixed. 
Mr.  Trerelyan  has  been  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  I^rd  Lieutenant,  and  now  occu- 
pies a  high  position  in  the  present  Go- 
remment. He  is  a  trained  literary 
man;  and,  speaking  with  much  and 
avowed  deliberation,  and  with  all  the 
weight  of  his  experience,  he  used  these 
remarkable  words  on  the  91st  of  De- 
cember 
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"  Thare  ia  one  point  whieh»  in  the  coming 
oontroTernet,  pnolic  men  oaght  to  fix  qoito 
oleerly  in  their  minds ;  and  that  it  that,  aa  far 
aa  law  and  order  and  the  peace  of  the  ooontry 
are  concerned,  there  ia  no  half-way  honae  he- 
tween  entire  aeparation  and  abaolnte  Imperial 
oontroL" 

NoW|  this  Btatement  comes  not  only  from 
a  late  Chief  SoOTetaiy,  bat  fiom  a  Mem- 
ber  of  the  existing  Cabinet.  It  is  the 
statement  of  the  trusted  Friend  and  poli- 
tical Colleague  of  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site (Earl  Spenoer).  I  think,  at  all 
erents,  we  are  entitled  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion— ^Does  that  statement,  made  so  de- 
liberately, represent  the  views  of  the 
OoTomment,  or  only  those  of  Mr.  Tre- 
Telyan,  which  he  is  at  Uber^  to  act 
upon  when  he  thinks  proper  by  with- 
drawing from  the  Govemment  at  his 
own  oouTentenoe  ?    Mr.  Trevelyan  also 


*'Bat  to  keep  np  the  name  and  ootward 
aemhlanoe  of  a  union  and,  at  the  mane  time, 
to  put  into  the  handa  of  the  enemiea  of  that 
Union  fall  licence  to  keep  Ireland  in  diaorder 
ia  a  policy  which  I  do  not  think  will  com- 
mend itaelf  to  Ukoae  who  beat  know  the  coon- 
try." 

This  is  the  last  quotation  I  will  make 
from  the  speeches  to  which  we  haye 
been  referred  by  the  noble  Earl  as 
beinjr  an  explanation  of  the  views  of 
the  Ooyemment  sufficient  to  exonerate 
him  from  the  necessity  of  making 
any  further  statement  on  the  subject. 
I  put  this  question  before  your  Lord- 
ships and  the  country.  Do  these  words 
now  represent  the  settled  convictions  of 
the  present  Government?  If  they  do 
not,  in  what  respect  do  they  fall  short 
of  them;  and  in  what  respect  do  the 
present  Government  reserve  to  them- 
selves the  right  of  a  partial  examina- 
tion ?  My  own  belief  on  these  subiects 
is  known  to  vour  Lordships.  I  believe 
that  to  satisfy  the  Pameilite  demands 
would  be  fatal  to  the  best  interests  of 
this  country,  and  destructive  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  lojral  minority  in  Ireland. 
Tlus  would  be  to  the  Empire  a  lasting 
disgrace  and  a  permanent  dishonour. 
Assuming  that  on  the  land  and  local 
government  questions  the  Government 
were  entitled  to  ask  for  time  to  formu- 
late their  proposals,  does  the  same 
excuse  appljr  to  that  great,  living, 
anxious  question  now  really  so  acute  in 
Ireland — the  question  of  social  order? 
The  criticisms  made  by  noble  Lords  op- 
posite on  the  paragraph  of  Her  Gracious 

L&rd  JMoum0 


Majesty's  Speech  framed  by  the  late 
Government  dealing  with  the  poeition 
of  Ireland,  was  that  it  did  not  go  far 
enough— that  it  was  not  sufficiently  dear 
and  precise.  That  was  the  point  of  the 
criticism  of  the  present  Government, 
who  were  then  in  (^position.  My  noble 
Friend  the  then  Prime  Minister,  and  my 
right  hon.  Friend  Sir  Michael  Hteks- 
Beaoh,  the  then  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Oommons,  a  few  days  alter,  in  the  clearest 
and  plainest  way  indicated  what  was  the 
intention  of  the  late  Government  with 
reference  to  this  urgent  and  pressing 
question  of  the  restoration  of  social  order. 
The  present  (Government  knowing  the 
exact  position  of  affairs,  Mr.  Gladstone^ 
joined  by  Mr.  Pamell  and  his  followers, 
promptly  turned  out  the  Government. 
The  responsibility  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, having  elected  to  turn  out  the 
late  Government  directly  on  the  state- 
ment as  to  the  actual,  immediate  neces- 
sity of  prompt  action  being  taken  to  put 
down  crime,  check  intimidation,  and  re- 
store social  order,  is  a  responsibility  that 
cannot  be  deferred  five  or  six  weeks. 
The  question  is  acute;  it  is  one  that 
must  be  settled  and  met  by  something 
like  an  adequate  statement.  I  read  thia 
morning  a  speech  which  was  quite  re- 
cently made  on  the  occasion  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
Lord  President  of  the  Oouncil  (Earl 
Spencer).  How  did  the  noble  Earl  then 
describe  the  position  of  Ireland?  He 
said^ 

"  I  greatly  feer  that  the  condition  of  Ireland 
with  regard  to  intimidatioo  and  '  Boycotting  *  ia 
more  eoriooa  than  it  hae  ever  been  before ;  and 
if  thie  he  10, 1  maintain  that  it  has  incraued 
ten-fold  or  a  hundred-fold  lince  I  had  the 
reeponfihility  of  the  Irieh  GoTomment.'* 

Those  were  grave  and  weighty  words ; 
they  were  the  words  of  a  Minister  en- 
titled to  speak  with  ffreat  authori^  on 
the  subject.  I  ask  this  question  now, 
and  I  am  entitled  to  an  answer.  Can  it 
be  said  that  the  condition  of  Ireland  has 
improved  since  the  noble  Earl,  less  than 
a  fortnight  ago,  uttered  those  words? 
Is  that  a  state  of  facts  whidi  is  urgent — 
acutely  urgent — which  must  fill  eveiy- 
one  desirous  of  seeing  Ireland  tranquil 
and  oalm  with  great  and  increasing 
anxiety;  and  is  that  a  state  of  facta 
which  can  be  put  aside  until  the  lat  of 
April,  and  until  the  Government  have 
made  up  their  mind  as  to  how,  if  at  all, 
they   would   deal  with  the  question? 
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Thm0  WM  no  niitUko  as  to  the  attitude 
of  the  late  OoTernment  on  this  qneetion. 
The  J  found  in  many  P^uis  of^  Ireland 
that  the  law  of  the  National  Leaii^ue, 
whkhaanetioned intimidation  and  **  Boy- 
cottini^/'  was  so  powerful  that  unless  it 
was  checked — and  promptly  checked — it 
would  beoome  in  those  mstricts  more 
oowerful  than  the  GoTomment  of  the 
Qaeea .  The  late  Ministers  decided  that 
the  OoTomment  of  the  Queen  should  pre> 
TaiL  What  is  the  position  of  the  pre* 
aeot  OoTemment?  They  say  they  will 
keep  in  suspense  the  decision  as  to  whe- 
ther the  OoTemment  of  the  Queen  is  to 
prurail  or  not.  That  is  a  rerj  serious 
matter.  Is  thore  any  possibility  of  a 
doubt  that  intimidation  does  prsTsil  so 
widely  that  it  has  become  a  scandal  and 
n  disgrace  to  the  country?  The  noble 
Earl  said  that  the  intimidation  is  greater 
than  cTf  r  it  was  before.  If  he  knows 
thatv  does  not  his  own  Cabinet  belioTe 
him  ?  If  they  did,  why  is  it  that  they 
are  to  wait  five  or  six  weeks  to  find  out 
what  is  the  sUte  of  the  case?  The 
statement  of  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Oran- 
rille)  has  left  us  not  in  the  dsrk,  but 
in  an  acute  fog.  The  only  light  I 
haye  been  able  to  g«*t  is  from  the 
remarkable  dw^ument  addressod  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  to  •*  My  dear  Lord  De  Vesci " 
—one  of  the  most  singular  transao- 
tkms  that  erer  occurred  in  a  cirilised 
country.  Ilas  any  of  your  Lordships 
read  that  remarkable  production  with 
a  clr>ar  understanding  as  to  what  it 
is  intc^ed  to  con%'i*y?  What  is  its 
meaning  ?  As  a  spi^ctmen  of  elaborate 
construction  and  nerer-ending  sentencee 
it  14  a  marvel*  It  is  a  general  invita- 
tion to  all,  whether  well-informed  or  ill- 
infivrmed,  to  write  lott(«rs  to  the  Prime 
Minister  for  all  time.  I  Tenture  to  ask 
yoor  Lordships  was  thore  ever,  since  Oon- 
stitutianal  Government  was  ettablished 
in  this  oountry,  such  a  method  adopted 
by  a  Premier  for  obtaining  information 
to  guide  the  deliberations  of  the  respon- 
sible Ministers  of  the  Crown?  The 
Prime  Minister  invitee  oommunications ; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  never 
uses  a  substentive  without  a  qualifying 
adj««ctivr,  and  he  therefore  inritce  fre<» 
oommunications  of  views.  But  he  in- 
vites free  communication  of  views  with 
this  qaalilioation«-that  he  would  like 
them  to  be  views  which  would  be  meet 
Kkely  to  supply  full  and  authentic  know- 
ledge as  to  what  is  the  wish  of  the  Irish 


Eeople.  Whore  has  the  Prime  Minister 
sen  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  and 
where  have  his  Colleagues  been?  The 
Prime  Minister,  having  invited  these 
letters,  saying  that  he  would  like  to 
have  theee  views  and  authentic  informa- 
tion, says  that  much  as  he  would  like 
the  views  he  would  highly  value  indica- 
tions. Now,  ''  indications  "  is  a  curious 
word.  Ther  may  mean  anything,  and  I 
am  tempted  to  suggest  tliat  they  may 
mean  nothing.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  goes  on  again  to  give  some 
kind  of  clue  to  the  kind  of  indications 
which  he  would  value.  He  says, 
''especially  if  they  go  to  the  heart  of 
the  question  before  us."  Now,  can  any 
of  your  Lordships  suggest  what  is  the 
meaning  of  this  ?  I  nave  read  it  with 
ever-increasing  admiration  and  wonder; 
and,  I  would  ask,  have  the  preeent  Go- 
vernment no  knowledge,  have  they  never 
considered  this  question  for  themselves? 
I  see  upon  the  Government  Bench  two 
noble  Lords  who  have  been  Lord  lieu- 
tenants of  Ireland  ;  and  there  are  also  in 
the  Cabinet  two  Ministers  of  ability  and 
experience  who  have  oeonpied  the  posi- 
tion of  Chief  Secretary ;  and  it  is  simply 
trifiing  with  the  nation  at  this  time  of 
day,  with  these  means  of  knowledge  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government,  to  write 
such  a  document  as  that  written  by  the 
Prime  Minister.  What  were  the  preeent 
Government  in  Office  five  years  for  if,  at 
this  moment,  they  are  to  be  considerod 
as  tjrros  who  know  nothing,  who  are 
incapable  of  learning  anything  f^m 
one  another,  and  who  appeal  to  some- 
body for  ''indications  wnich  go  to  the 
heart  of  the  queetion  ?  "  There  is  some 
method,  after  all,  in  this  procedure  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  Does  it  not  look  werr 
like  the  *'  old  hand  sparring  for  time  ? '' 
Under  ordinary  droumstanoes  I  would 
make  no  objection  to  time  being  taken ; 
but  this  is  not  a  junotore  when  you  can 
play  fast  and  loose  with  the  position  of 
affairs  in  Ireland.  If  I  were  a  suspicious 
man  I  would  hazard  the  sugffestinn  that 
the  caution  and  reticence  of  the  noble 
Earl  on  this  subject  are  those  of  a  man 
who  was  not  sure  that  he  had  anvthing 
to  discloee,  or  whether,  if  he  said  any- 

'  thing,  he  would  not  offend  one-half  of 

'  his  Colleagues. 

I  Earl  GRANVILLE :  I  rise  to  give 
an  explanation.  I  will  only  say  that  I 
feel  bound  to  resist  the  temptetioa  given 
by  the  noble  Marquessi  and  still  more  by 
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the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  What  I 
wish  to  do  is  to  remoye  an  impression 
whioh  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
seemed  to  gather  from  the  words  whioh 
I  used.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what 
those  words  were ;  but  what  I  wished  to 
convey  was  that  the  GoTernment  did  not 
concentrate  their  attention  on  the  qaes- 
tion  of  repression  or  coercion  in  L*eland. 
What  I  stated  was  that  the  Goyemment 
wero  dealing  with  the  whole  Irish  Ques- 
tion ;  and  on  the  whole  Irish  Question 
they  intended  to  make  a  statement  in 
what  appeared  to  them  to  be  a  yery 
short  time,  considering  the  gravity  and 
importance  of  the  subject. 

Toe  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  :  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  whether 
'^HomoBule"  will  come  within  '<the 
whole  Irish  Question  ?  " 

[No  reply.] 

DI8TURDAN0ES  IN  THE  METROPOLIS. 

QXJSBTIONS.      OBSEBVATIOXS. 

Tub  Eabl  of  LIMERICK,  in  rising 
to  call  attention  to  the  unprotected  state 
of  the  streets  on  Monday,  8th  February, 
although  it  was  well  known  that  dis- 
turbances had  been  threatened ;  and  to 
ask  what  instruotionB,  if  any,  had  been 
given  to  the  polioe ;  and,  further,  whe- 
ther any  proceedings  have  been  or  will 
be  taken  against  persons  who  incited  to 
disturbance,  and  who  threaten  further 
and  revolutionary  disturbanoes  in  the 
future  when  they  are  better  prepared  ? 
said,  that  the  events  which  disgraced 
the  Metropolis  on  Monday  were  so 
well  known  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
lay  them  at  any  length  before  their 
Lordtthips.  It  would  not  be  proper  for 
him  to  go  into  the  incitements  to  dis- 
turbance  which  were  made  use  of  by 
certain  persons,  as  that  matter  was  now 
being  investigated  in  a  Court  of  Law. 
Their  Lordships  were  all  aware  that  a 
meeting  was  held  in  Trafalgar  Square 
on  the  8th  instant ;  and  in  alluding  to 
that  meeting  he  would  express  an 
opinion,  which  was  probably  snared  by 
their  Lordships,  that  those  who  con- 
vened that  meeting,  and  the  great  propor- 
tion of  those  who  took  part  in  it,  were 
altogether  innocent  of  the  offences  whioh 
were  afterwards  committed.  It  was 
evident,  too,  from  the  faet  that  the  sub- 
acriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  unem- 
ployed still  continued  to  pour  in,  that 
the  public  were  able  to  diioriminate  be- 
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tween  genuine  working  men  and  thoee 
agitators  who,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
criminal  classes,  worked  so  much  mis- 
chief in  the  West  End  on  Monday  week* 
Previous  to  then,  there  had  been  meet- 
ings of  Social  and  Democratic  Olubs, 
at  whioh  the  announcement  had  been 
made  of  the  intention  of  making  a  de- 
monstration ;  and  he  should  imagine 
that  those  facts  must  have  been  known 
to  the  police.  He  was  informed  on  good 
authority  that  on  the  Thursday  previous 
the  police  were  assured  that  certain 
persons  were  getting  up  a  meeting  in 
Trafalgar  Square;  that  they  expected 
to  be  able  to  maintain  peace  at  that 
meeting ;  but  that  they  anticipated  dis- 
turbances on  the  part  of  certain  persons 
who  were  going  to  interrupt  it;  and 
that,  although  they  thought  tnere  would 
be  peace  at  the  meeting  itself,  they 
could  not  be  answerable  for  disturb- 
ances in  the  streets.  The  meeting,  when 
it  took  place,  promptly  divided  itself 
into  tiro  parts,  and  one  of  the  sections 
of  the  crowd  was  addressed  in  violent 
language  by  several  agitators,  and  was 
asked  to  prepare  themselves  for  a  crusado 
against  the  rich.  Excited  by  this  lan- 
guage, they  proceeded  to  parade  through 
the  streets.  At  first,  litUe  damage  was 
done;  but,  gaining  courage  f^m  im- 
punity, they  broke  windows,  rifled 
shops,  and  attacked  carriages,  not 
sparing  even  ladies,  and  one  lady  at 
least,  he  regretted  to  hear,  was  seriously 
injured.  For  two  hours,  apparently, 
there  was  no  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  police,  nor  any  attempt  to  put  this 
violent  conduct  down.  Now,  he  put  it 
to  their  Lordships — and  he  had  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  the  crowd  in  tlie 
early  part  of  its  career — whether  at  tho 
first  start  from  60  to  100  police  might 
not  have  prevented  any  damage  what- 
ever? Wliy,  then,  when  this  crowd 
was  seen  leaving  Trafalgar  Square,  was 
it  not  stopped  ?  Why,  during  its  pro- 
gress through  the  streets  for  two  hours, 
was  there  nothing  done  ?  Surely  it  did 
not^  take  all  that  time  for  the  Metro- 
politan Police  to  get  together  100  or 
200  men.  Why,  again,  was  it  that  the 
first  check  given  to  the  mob  was  in  Ox- 
ford Street,  that  check,  too,  being  ad- 
ministered by  a  few  polioe  who  were 
got  together  on  the  spot,  and  who  were 
not  collected  through  any  central  order 
from  Scotland  Yard?  After  all  that 
had  happened  one  waa  bound  to  oon* 
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«itIor  the  con«oquonco«.  Thero  was  con- 
•idenble  dMtruction  of  property ;  but 
that  was  not  the  worst  feature.  Bj  far 
the  worst  feature  was  the  disturbance  of 
trado  and  business  which  occurred,  and 
the  belief  which  the  mob  might  entertain 
that  baring  bad  that  impunitj,  they 
would  ha?e  impunity  also  on  future 
occasions.  It  remained  to  be  considered 
who  was  to  blame.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  Parliament  looked  to  the  {Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  as 
the  man  who  had  the  control  of  the 
police.  It  was  his  duty  to  see  that  the 
volice  did  thoir  dutv.  They  were  in- 
xormed,  on  ffood  authoritv,  that  a  De- 
partmental Committee  had  been  formed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  those 
riots,  and  that  the  head  of  that  Com- 
mittee was  the  Hume  Secretary  himself. 
Well,  it  could  scarcely  be  supposed  that 
the  Committee  would  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Ilome  S<«cretary  himself; 
nor  was  it  to  be  expected  that  that  right 
hoo.  Gentleman  would  convict  himself 
before  the  Committee  over  which  he  was 
called  upon  to  preside.  The  Commit- 
tee would  merely  come  to  a  decision 
wheth«*r  his  subordinates  had  properly 
disrharged  their  duty.  But  tnat  was 
not  snfliriont*  nor  could  it  relieve  the 
Home  Office  of  responsibility  for  pre- 
Mrring  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
Metnip  dis.  ne  trusti»d  they  would  not 
b«*  rf^frrred  to  the  Keport  of  the  Com- 
mitter* as  a  complete  answer,  but  would 
be  tjld  whithor  any  io  struct  tons  to  the 
pf^tce  had  emanated  from  the  Homo 
Office ;  and.  if  so,  what  those  instruc- 
tions wen*  ? 

ris<ou2fr  MIDLKTON,  who  had  a 
Notice  to  the  same  elfect  on  the  Pajter, 
and  asking  what  precautions  would  be 
taken  in  ftiture  to  prevent  the  rccurrenco 
of  similar  outrages,  said,  ho  wanted  to 
have  a  clear  statemoot  wht^thor  any  tn- 
fonnaticm  from  the  polico  roaclu'd  the 
Home  Office  as  to  the  probable  charac- 
Xet  and  outcome  of  the  demonstration  ? 
He  ventttre<l  to  think  that  no  satisfactory 
answer  could  be  given  by  any  such  Com- 
nitti'e  as  had  b(*on  appointed  by  the 
Home  Offioe.  What  was  wanted  was 
an  independent  inquiry  as  to  how  tho 
Home  Offic««  acted  in  the  matter.  They 
all  knew  the  peculiar  views  entertained 
by  the  pr^ei^nt  Home  Secretary  [Mr. 
CliUders)  as  to  the  class  of  persons  t4> 
whom  the  police  should  be  entrusted  in 
the  Sialer  Isle.    He  believed  that  had 


it  not  been  for  thu  lawlessntM  which 
prevailed  on  the  other  side  of  St.  George's 
Uhannel  there  would  have  been  little 
disturbance  in  the  Metropolis.  He 
should  like  to  know — and  the  House 
had  a  right  to  the  information— whether 
the  police  authorities  had  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Home  Office  what  were 
the  dangers  and  perils  of  allowing  these 
demonstrations  to  take  place  in  the 
middle  of  so  crowded  a  city  as  the  He* 
tropolis  ?  Sir  Btohard  Mayne,  he  knew, 
entertained  very  strong  opinions  upon 
the  subject ;  and  he  should  like  to  hoar 
whether  the  Government  had  arrived  at 
any  very  distinct  conclusion  as  to  per- 
mitting them  in  the  future  f  The  fact 
that  it  was  possible  for  men  to  be  hustled 
and  robbed,  for  women  to  be  insulted, 
little  children  stoned,  and  shops  sacked 
within  a  couple  of  hours  in  some  of  the 
most  crowded  and  busiest  thoroughfares 
of  the  greatest  city  in  the  world  would 
scarcely  be  considered  satisfactory  by 
reasonable  men,  or  properly  accounted 
for  by  those  responsible  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  pubhc  order.  It  had  been  said 
that  such  gatherings  afforded  a  safety- 
valve  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  by 
enabling  them  to  express  their  opinions 
freely ;  but  since  the  Boform  Bill,  and 
now  that  London  abounded  with  large 
halls,  where  the  utmost  freedom  of 
speech  could  be  indulged  in,  there  was 
really  no  occasion  for  out-door  demon- 
strations. The  only  two  purpof  es  which 
they  could  possibly  serve  were  intimida- 
tion and  obstruction.  This  latter  was 
most  undoubted ;  for  hours  before  and 
after  such  demonstrations  had  taken 
place  the  thoroughfares  were  thronged 
by  an  oxcited  and  sometimes  angry 
crowd,  business  waa  oftentimes  sus- 
pended, perforce,  representing  a  very 
s4«riou8  money  loss  to  many  wno  could 
ill  afford  to  submit  to  it,  and  those  per- 
sons who  were  in  the  habit  of  using  the 
streets  for  legitimate  purposes  were  com- 
pelled to  travel  by  another  route.  He 
entirely  agreed  that  the  outrages  of 
Monday  week  last  were  not  the  work  of 
the  honest  working  man,  but  were  per- 
pt'tratod  mainly  by  the  criminal  c]aA«. 
He,  for  one,  was  not  sorry  that  theoo 
things  had  happened.  Sooner  or  lat4*r, 
he  was  certain  that  the  weakness  of  the 
Home  Office  on  this  particular  subject 
would  mo4<t  with  some  severe  lesson ; 
and  his  only  wonder  was  that  it  had  not 
been  more  severe.    He  hoped  that  now 
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the  Ooyemment  would  not  only  be  wise, 
but  wise  in  time,  and  would  give  assur- 
ances to  the  House  that  they  considered 
themselves  responsible  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  law  and  order  in  the  Metropolis, 
and  that  they  would  use  such  means 
and  measures  as  would  prevent  for  the 
future  such  things  as  occurred  to  the 
disgrace  of  London  last  Monday  week. 

Lord  D0RCHE8TER  said,  he  wished 
to  give  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
some  information  which,  even  if  they 
wore  in  possossion  of  it,  they  might, 
perhaps,  be  reluctant  themselves  to  give 
to  their  Lordships.     Ue  had  that  very 
day  seen  a  letter  from  the  country,  dated 
January  29,  in  which  it  was  positively 
stated  that  riots  would  occur  on  Febru- 
ary 8,  and  that  the  intention  of  the  mob 
was,  in  the  words  of  the  letter,    ''to 
plunder  the  squares  and  pull  down  the 
Clubs."  He  thought  that  that  prophecy 
had  been    pretty  well  fulfilled,  for  a 
more  melancholy  spectacle  he  had  never 
seen  in  any  country  than  the  West  End 
presented  last  week.     Ho  believed  he 
was  right  in  saying  that  there  was  a 
large  force  of  police  in  a  garden  not 
very    far   from    Stafford    House,    and 
another    body    in    a    courtyard    near 
Arlington    Street,    though    for    what 
special  purpose  was  best  known  to  them- 
selves; and  the  Inspector  in  charge  of 
the    latter    body,   when    appealed    to, 
simply  said  "he  knew  his  duty  and  had 
received  his  instructions."     What  the 
latter  were  he  did  not  say ;   but  they 
certainly  appeared  not  to  be  to  protect 
the    public    streets.      There    was    one 
policeman  at  Mr.  Childers's  residence  in 
Piccadilly,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  other  Ministers  were  equally  well 
guarded — and  that  that    solitary  con- 
stable   was    instrumental   in    prevent- 
ing a  lady  being   turned  out  of  her 
brougham  by  some  sharp  practitioner. 
There  was  hardly  a  place  which   af- 
forded such  facilities  for  putting  away 
largo  l>odies  of  men  as  did  the  vici- 
nity of   Trafalgar  8<|uare ;    but  with 
the    exception    of    the    policeman    he 
had  referred  to,  and  two  sentries  at  the 
War  Office,  who  effectuallv  protected 
the    glass  of  that   establishment,    not 
one  single  attempt  at  protection    ap- 
peared to  have  been  made.    The  mis- 
chief done  their  Lordships  had  probably 
seen  ;  but  it  was  a  mere  trifle  compared 
to   the  moral  humiliation    that   came 
from  the  Osct  that   such   proceedings 
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should  be  possible  in  a  ooontry  like 
this.  The  Home  Secretary,  he  thought, 
could  hardly  have  been  less  instructed 
upon  the  matter  than  the  lady  who 
wrote  the  letter  on  the  29th  of  January. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  say  on  whom 
should  rest  the  blame  for  the  inaction  of 
the  police;  but  he  wished  to  observe, 
with  reference  to  the  position  which  the 
Home  Secretary  fillea  in  the  Court  of 
Inquiry,  that  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  censure 
himself.  It  was  like  a  court  martial,  of 
which  the  President  was  trying  himself, 
and  might  end  in  the  cng^eer  being 
"  hoist  with  his  own  petard." 

VisoouxT  CRANBROOK  observed, 
that  the  speech  of  the  noblo  Lord  op- 
posite (Lord  Dorchester)  raised  a  ques- 
tion which  was  very  important,  and 
that  was  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Childers  himself  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  authorities.  Against  that 
he  must  protest  as  being  opposed  to 
I  precedent  and  reason  and  justice.  He 
did  not  at  all  impugn  Mr.  Childers's 
Committee ;  but  it  was  obvious  that  the 
"first  question  which  would  bo  asked  of 
any  person  coming  before  the  Com* 
mittee  would  be  whether  orders  were  or 
were  not  sent  from  the  Home  Office? 
At  any  rate,  the  conduct  of  the  Home 
Office  might  immediately  come  into 
question.  It  might  be  a  proper  pro- 
ceeding for  the  Home  Secrets ry  to  in- 
quire, as  between  himself  and  the  police, 
whether  they  had  fulfilled  his  orders, 
and  if  not  why  not  ?  That  was  properly 
a  departmental  inquiry ;  but  what 
the  public  really  wanted  to  know 
was,  whether  it  was  possible  that  tho 
streets  could  again  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  riotous  mob  as  upon  that 
and  other  occasions?  He  trusted  that 
the  noblo  Lord  who  represented  the 
Home  Office  (Lord  Thurlow)  would  be 
able  to  say  that  there  would  in  this,  as 
in  former  instances,  be  an  independent 
Commission  appointed  to  investigate  tho 
whole  circumstances  of  the  case.  An 
investigation  of  that  kind  should  be 
held  in  the  interests  of  the  working 
classes  themselves,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  cleared  of  all  complicity  in  tho 
outrages  that  were  committed.  He  be- 
lieved most  earnestly,  from  having  seen 
the  mob  when  it  began  its  outrages  at 
the  Carlton  Club,  that  it  did  not  repre- 
sent in  any  sense  the  unemployed  people 
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sidor  the  consequences.  There  was  con- 
siderable destruction  of  property ;  but 
that  was  not  the  worst  feature.  By  far 
the  worst  feature  was  the  disturbance  of 
trado  and  business  which  occurred,  and 
the  belief  which  the  mob  might  entertain 
that,  having  had  that  impunity,  they 
would  have  impunity  also  on  future 
occasions.  It  remained  to  be  considered 
who  was  to  blame.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  Parliament  looked  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  as 
the  man  who  had  the  control  of  the 
police.  It  was  his  duty  to  see  that  the 
police  did  their  dutv.  They  were  in- 
xormedy  on  good  authority,  that  a  De- 
partmental Committee  had  been  formed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  those 
riots,  and  that  the  head  of  that  Com- 
mittee was  the  Home  Secretary  himself. 
Well,  it  could  scarcely  be  supposed  that 
the  Committee  would  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Home  Secretary  himself ; 
nor  was  it  to  be  expected  that  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  convict  himself 
before  the  Committee  over  which  he  was 
called  upon  to  preside.  The  Commit- 
tee would  merely  come  to  a  decision 
whether  his  subordinates  had  properly 
discharged  their  duty.  But  that  was 
not  sufficient,  nor  could  it  relieve  the 
Home  Office  of  responsibility  for  pre- 
serving the  peace  and  security  of  the 
Metropolis.  He  trusted  they  would  not 
be  referred  to  the  Eeport  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  a  complete  answer,  but  would 
be  told  whether  any  instructions  to  the 
police  had  emanated  from  the  Home 
Office ;  and,  if  so,  what  those  instruc- 
tions were  ? 

Viscount  MIDLETON,  who  had  a 
Notice  to  the  same  effect  on  the  Paper, 
and  asking  what  precautions  would  be 
taken  in  future  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  similar  outrages,  said,  he  wanted  to 
have  a  clear  statement  whether  any  in- 
formation from  the  police  reached  the 
Home  Office  as  to  the  probable  charac- 
ter and  outcome  of  the  demonstration  ? 
He  ventured  to  think  that  no  satisfactory 
answer  could  be  given  by  any  such  Com- 
mittee as  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Home  Office.  What  was  wanted  was 
an  independent  inquiry  as  to  how  the 
Home  Office  acted  in  the  matter.  They 
all  knew  the  peculiar  views  entertained 
by  the  present  Home  Secretary  (Mr. 
Childers)  as  to  the  class  of  persons  to 
whom  the  police  should  be  entrusted  in 
the  Sister  Isle.    He  believed  that  had 


it  not  been  for  the  lawlessness  which 
prevailed  on  the  other  side  of  St.  George's 
Channel  there  would  have  been  little 
disturbance  in  the  Metropolis.  He 
should  like  to  know — and  the  House 
had  a  right  to  the  information — whether 
the  police  authorities  had  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Home  Office  what  were 
the  dangers  and  perils  of  allowing  these 
demonstrations  to  take  place  in  the 
middle  of  so  crowded  a  city  as  the  Me- 
tropolis ?  Sir  Bichard  Mayne,  he  knew, 
entertained  very  strong  opinions  upon 
the  subject ;  and  he  should  like  to  hear 
whether  the  Government  had  arrived  at 
any  very  distinct  conclusion  as  to  per- 
mitting them  in  the  future  ?  The  fact 
that  it  was  possible  for  men  to  be  hustled 
and  robbed,  for  women  to  be  insulted, 
little  children  stoned,  and  shops  sacked 
within  a  couple  of  hours  in  some  of  the 
most  crowded  and  busiest  thoroughfares 
of  the  greatest  city  in  the  world  would 
scarcely  be  considered  satisfactory  by 
reasonable  men,  or  properly  accounted 
for  by  those  responsible  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  public  order.  It  had  been  said 
that  such  gatherings  afforded  a  safety- 
valve  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  by 
enabling  them  to  express  their  opinions 
freely ;  but  since  the  Beform  Bill,  and 
now  that  London  abounded  with  large 
halls,  where  the  utmost  freedom  of 
speech  could  bo  indulged  in,  there  was 
really  no  occasion  for  out-door  demon- 
strations. The  only  two  purposes  which 
they  could  possibly  servo  were  intimida- 
tion and  obstruction.  This  latter  was 
most  undoubted ;  for  hours  before  and 
after  such  demonstrations  had  taken 
place  the  thoroughfares  were  thronged 
by  an  excited  and  sometimes  angry 
crowd,  business  was  oftentimes  sus- 
pended, perforce,  representing  a  very 
serious  money  loss  to  many  who  could 
ill  afford  to  submit  to  it,  and  those  per- 
sons who  were  in  the  habit  of  using  the 
streets  for  legitimate  purposes  were  com- 
pelled to  travel  by  another  route.  He 
entirely  agreed  that  the  outrages  of 
Monday  week  last  were  not  the  work  of 
the  honest  working  man,  but  were  per- 
petrated mainly  by  the  criminal  class. 
He,  for  one,  was  not  sorry  that  these 
things  had  happened.  Sooner  or  later, 
he  was  certain  that  the  weakness  of  the 
Home  Office  on  this  particular  subject 
would  meet  with  some  severe  lesson ; 
and  his  only  wonder  was  that  it  had  not 
been  more  severe.    He  hoped  that  now 
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the  Gh>yemment  would  not  only  be  wise, 
but  wise  in  time,  and  would  give  assur- 
ances to  the  House  that  they  considered 
themselves  responsible  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  law  and  order  in  the  Metropolis, 
and  that  they  would  uso  such  means 
and  mooBures  as  would  prevent  for  the 
future  such  things  as  occurred  to  the 
disgrace  of  London  last  Monday  week. 

Lord  DORCHESTER  said,  he  wished 
to  give  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
some  information  which,  even  if  they 
wore  in  possession  of  it,  thoy  might, 
perhaps,  be  reluctant  themselves  to  give 
to  their  Lordships.     He  had  that  very 
day  seen  a  letter  from  the  country,  dated 
January  29,  in  which  it  was  positively 
stated  that  riots  would  occur  on  Febru- 
ary 8,  and  that  the  intention  of  the  mob 
was,  in  the  words  of  the  letter,    "to 
plunder  the  squares  and  pull  down  the 
Clubs."   He  tnought  that  that  prophecy 
had  been    pretty  well  fulfilled,  for  a 
more  melancholy  spectacle  he  had  never 
seen  in  any  country  than  the  West  End 
presented  last  week.     Ho  believed  he 
was  right  in  saying  that  there  was  a 
large  force  of  police  in  a  garden  not 
very    far   from    (Stafford    House,    and 
another    body    in    a    courtyard    near 
Arlington    Street,    though    for    what 
special  purpose  was  best  known  to  them- 
selves;  and  the  Inspector  in  charge  of 
the    latter    body,   when    appealed    to, 
simply  said  ''he  knew  his  duty  and  had 
received  his  instructions."     What  the 
latter  were  he  did  not  say;   but  they 
certainly  appeared  not  to  be  to  protect 
the    public    streets.      There    was    one 
policeman  at  Mr.  Childers's  residence  in 
Piccadilly,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  other  Ministers  were  equally  well 
guarded — and  that  that    solitary  con- 
stable   was    instrumental   in    prevent- 
ing a  lady  being   turned  out  of  her 
brougham  by  some  sharp  practitioner. 
There  was  hardly  a  place  which   af- 
forded such  facilities  for  putting  away 
largo  bodies  of  men  as  did  the  vici- 
nity of    Trafalgar  Square ;    but  with 
the    exception    of    the    policeman    he 
had  referred  to,  and  two  sentries  at  the 
War  Office,  who  effectually  protected 
the    glass  of  that   establishment,    not 
one  single  attempt  at  protection    ap- 
peared to  have  been  made.    The  mis- 
chief done  their  Lordships  had  probably 
seen ;  but  it  was  a  mere  trifle  compared 
to   the  moral  humiliation    that    came 
from  the  fact  that   such   proceedings! 
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should  be  possible  in  a  ooontry  like 
this.  The  Home  Secretary,  he  thought, 
could  hardly  have  been  less  instructed 
upon  the  matter  than  the  lady  who 
wrote  the  letter  on  the  29th  of  January. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  say  on  whom 
should  rest  the  blame  for  the  inaction  of 
the  police;  but  he  wished  to  observe, 
with  reference  to  the  position  which  the 
Home  Secretary  filled  in  the  Court  of 
Inquiry,  that  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  censure 
himself.  It  was  like  a  court  martial,  of 
which  the  President  was  trying  himself, 
and  might  end  in  the  eng^eer  being 
"  hoist  with  his  own  petard." 

ViscouxT    CRANBROOK  observed, 
that  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite (Lord  Dorchester)  raised  a  ques- 
tion which    was  very  important,   and 
that    was     the    appointment    of    Mr. 
Childers  himself  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry   into   the    con- 
duct of  tho  authorities.     Against  that 
he  must  protest  as  being  opposed  to 
precedent  and  reason  and  justice.     He 
did  not  at  all  impugn  Mr.  Childers's 
Committee ;  but  it  was  obvious  that  the 
'first  question  which  would  be  asked  of 
any  person  coming   before    the  Com- 
mittee would  bo  whether  orders  were  or 
were  not  sent  from  the  Home  Office? 
At  any  rate,  the  conduct  of  the  Home 
Office    might    immediately    come    into 
question.     It  might  be  a  proper  pro- 
ceeding for  the  Home  Secretary  to  in- 
quire, as  between  himself  and  the  police, 
whether  they  had  fulfilled  his  orders, 
and  if  not  why  not  ?  That  was  properly 
a   departmental    inquiry ;     but    what 
the    public    really    wanted    to    know 
was,  whether  it  was  possible  that  tho 
streets  could  again  be  placed   in  the 
hands  of  a  riotous  mob  as  upon  that 
and  other  occasions?    He  trusted  that 
the  noble  Lord    who  represented  the 
Home  Office  (Lord  Thurlow)  would  be 
able  to  say  that  there  would  in  this,  as 
in  former  instances,  be  an  independent 
Commission  appointed  to  investigate  tho 
whole  circumstances  of  the  case.     An 
investigation  of  that  kind  should    be 
held  in  the  interests  of   the  working 
clasaes  themselves,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  cleared  of  all  complicity  in  tho 
outrages  that  were  committed.    He  be- 
lieved most  earnestly,  from  having  seen 
the  mob  when  it  began  its  outrages  at 
the  Carlton  dub,  that  it  did  not  repre- 
sent in  any  sense  the  unemployed  people 
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of  the  MaCropolis.  lis  oharacter  was 
qmtiB  different,  and  it  was  Bwolled  by 
eocne  of  the  wont  charaoteni  in  London. 
In  joatice  to  those  who  had  beon  in- 
jured, to  the  working  men  who  had 
oeeti  misrepresented,  and  to  the  public 
at  large,  an  independent  Commission 
ought  nndoubtodly  to  be  appointed. 

Loan  STANLEY  or  ALDERLEY 
aaid,  he  wished  to  ask  if  Iler  Majesty's 
<n»Y«mment  would  lay  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  police  orders  making 
nf«eessary  arrangements  with  regard  to 
the  meeting  in  Trafalgar  Square  on 
Monday  the  8th  instant ;  also,  if  such 
orders  werv  submitted  in  the  first  in- 
stance for  approral  to  the  Home  Secro- 
taiy,  or  iftsued  on  the  sole  responsibility 
of  the  Chief  CommiHsiioner  of  Police? 
He  bt*livrod  that  much  unmerited 
obloquy  had  been  heaped  upon  Sir 
Umnnd  Henderson,  and  that  Scotland 
Yard  had  been  made  a  scapegoat  for  the 
Home  Office.  Although  by  a  Statute  of 
Oeurge  IV.  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Poliee  waa  under  tho  orders  uf  the  Home 
OAee,  yet  during  his  hmg  tenure  of 
that  Office  Sir  liichard  Mayne  had  been 
Tirtoally  independent  of  the  Homo  Office, 
and  rseponsibli«  for  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Mi'trop-^li* ;  but  sini^  his  death,  and  ospe- 
c tally  since  Sir  William  Ilsroourt  had 
been  Home  Secretary,  the  Homo  Office 
had  been  eaeroaching  continuously  upon 
the  prorince  of  the  chief  polico  authori- 
ties, and  had  instituted  a  new  dopart- 
meot  in  the  Home  Office  for  the  manage* 
meat  of  the  police.  Not  very  long  ago, 
in  Weetminster  Hall,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  jprM<^tation  of  awards  to  the  con* 
•tablea  who  were  injured  by  the  dyna* 
mii«*  explosion.  Sir  William  Haroourt 
pabUcIy  declared  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Departmf*nt  was  the 
be^l  of  the  police.  The  Chief  Com* 
miseaoaer  had  thus  b^^en  taught  to  ex- 
pect instructions  on  all  critli^ai  occasions 
from  tho  Home  i  >ffioe,  and  this  paralyied 
the  artioa  of  the  Chief  Commissioner. 
Her  M^eely's  Ministers  ought  to  be  made 
aware  tnat  ther  lay  under  suspicion  of 
euaairaace  with  the  riote ;  one  of  their 
CoUeagoee  (Mr.  Chamberlain}  had  need 
language  which  waa  as  much  an  incite- 
meat  to  riot  as  the  language  used  by 
the  leaders  of  the  mob  in  Trafalgar 
Sqnare ;  an  ereniag  newsnaper  had  an*  i 
•ovacod,  four  days  before  the  erent,  that 
aa  attack  would  be  made  on  the  Cluba ; ' 
aad  similar  iaformatioa  had  been  eoa- 


veyed  through  other  channels  to  the 
Home  Office  some  hours  before  the  riot 
There  was  another  public  expet^tation, 
which  had  been  disappointed — namely, 
the  n^signation  of  the  Home  Secretary 
after  the  calamities  of  Monday  the  8th, 
and  that  of  some  others  of  tho  Ministers. 
Ijord  Hartington  had  set  a  high  ezamploi 
and  Sir  Henrr  James  had  set  a  still 
higher  one.  The  next  best  thing  to  do* 
dining  to  ioin  an  unsound  Administra- 
tion woula  be  to  retire  from  it  now  that 
thoy  had  soon  thoir  Colleagues'  words 
trauhlatod  into  deeds.  The  conduct  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  wa«  bearing  out 
a  saying  of  Tacitus — *'  C^mUmm  /smmm 
dupici  9iriut4s,**  which  meant  that  if 
they  had  so  little  regard  for  their  repu- 
tation aa  to  associate  with  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain, they  must  be  ex]>ected  to  despiae 
the  virtues  which  were  the  outcome  of 
obedience  to  the  Ten  Commandments. 

LoRC  FITZGERAU)  said,  he  also 
wished  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  a 
very  practical  question — namely,  were 
they  prepared  to  compensate  those  suf- 
ferers whose  property  had  been  stolen 
or  injured  by  the  rioters,  inasmuch  as 
those  losses  were  the  consequonoe  of  the 
default  of  one  or  other  of  the  public 
Departments?  A  century  and  a-half 
ago  the  Bo^al  Guards  successfully 
quelled  the  not  in  Salisbury  Court  be- 
tween the  Tories  and  the  Whigs;  and 
their  success  on  that  O(*casion  might 
hare  induced  the  authorities  to  hare  re- 
oourse  to  their  sendees  on  the  8th  instant. 
It  would  be  well,  if  the  polico  did  not 
interfere  on  such  occasions,  that  there 
should  be  some  interference  by  the 
military  authorities.  If  the  people 
whose  property  had  been  damaged  were 
not  compensated  by  the  Goyemment 
they  would  ^et  no  redresa  at  all,  for  it 
was  a  delusion  to  suppose  that  legal 
action  would  assist  them.  In  tho  exist- 
ing condition  of  tho  law  he  waa  eon* 
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fident  that  if  £1,000  could  be  recorered 
from  the  Hundred  it  would  be  done  at 
the  cost  of  £3,000  or  £4,000  in  law  ex- 
l>enses.  He  beliered  that,  in  this  case, 
nine*tenths  of  the  property  in  question 
had  been  stolon ;  and  although  the  re* 
maining  tenth  might  possibly  be  re- 
corered,  it  would  only  be  recorerod 
under  dronmstanoea  that  would  make 
the  proceeding  insufferably  unjust,  and 
at  a  cost  of  four  times  the  amount  ob* 
tained.  When  the  practice  of  holding 
the  Hundred  liable  for  damage  of  that 


663 


Ditturhancei  in 


I  LORDS} 


the  MtirqpoUi, 


564 


kind  fint  originated  there  was  no  police, 
no  police  tax,  no  standing  Army,  and 
no  Home  Secretary ;  and  in  those  days 
it  might  haye  been  just  to  call  on  the 
Hundreds  to  be  their  own  police  and  to 
protect  themselyes.  But  the  circum- 
stances now  were  wholly  changed,  and 
an  action  against  the  Hundred  in  such 
a  case  would  be  as  unfruitful  and  un- 
wise as  it  would  be  entirely  unjust. 
The  police  tax  was  now  represented  not 
by  thousands  or  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds,  but  by  millions  of  money ; 
ana,  he  asked,  should  a  law  which  was 
made  at  a  time  when  there  were  no 
police,  and  when  the  policy  of  the  law 
was  to  make  the  Hundred  police  itself, 
be  allowed  to  continue  at  a  period  when 
eyerj  householder  paid  his  quota  to  the 
great  police  and  military  forces  kept  up 
for  the  public  protection?  If  the  law 
was  sound,  and  maintainable  on  sound 
principles,  he  would  suggest  to  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack that  it  ought  to  be  made  simpler. 
But  if  it  was  unjust  and  unsound,  and 
oould  not  be  maintained  on  principle,  it 
should  be  swept  from  the  Statute  Book ; 
and  if  compensation  was  given,  it  ought 
to  be  given,  not  at  the  expense  of  the 
Hundred,  but  from  the  puolio  finances. 
Lord  THUBLOW  said,  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  place  before  their  Lord- 
ahips  as  succinctly  and  as  clearly  as  he 
could,  on  behalf  of  the  Home  Office,  the 
statement  of  facts  as  they  stood  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  Home  Department. 
At  the  outset,  he  desired  to  say  that  he 
was  extremely  glad  that  those  Questions 
had  been  put  by  noble  Lords  that  even- 
ing. It  was  difficult,  he  thought,  to 
imagine  any  question  that  could  be  more 
worthy  of  the  careful  consideration  of 
Parliament  than  the  scenes  which  oc- 
curred in  the  streets  of  that  Metropolis 
last  Monday  week.  It  was  impossible 
to  imagine  a  subject  into  which  it  was 
more  important  to  have  a  careful,  minute, 
and  searching  inquiry,  and  on  which  it 
was  more  important  to  re-assure  the 
public  mind.  That,  at  any  rate,  was 
the  view  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion ;  ana  he  could  assure  their 
Lordships  that  Mr.  Childers  had  not 
onlv  couxted  and  challenged,  but  would 
insist  on  the  most  searching  inquiry  into 
all  the  cinmmstaDoes  which  had  been 
referred  to,  and  which  had  resulted  in 
•ooh  grieroos  lose  to  lanooent  and  peace- 

Lord 


ful  citizens.  He  (Lord  Thurlow^  did  not 
complain  of  the  terms  in  which  tne  Ques- 
tions had  been  put  by  noble  Lords  on 
both  sides  of  the  House.  In  his  humble 
opinion,  if  there  ever  was  a  subject  on 
which  it  was  fitting  to  use  strong  lan- 
guage, and  to  express  just  indignation, 
it  was  with  reference  to  circumstances 
such  as  those  that  they  were  now  deal- 
ing with.  Their  LordjBhips  were  aware 
that  it  was  not  till  Saturaay,  the  6th  of 
February,  Mr.  Childers  received  from 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  at  Osborne  the 
Seals  of  the  Home  Office.  Mr.  Ohilders 
did  not  return  to  London  that  day  until 
past  7  o'clock,  and  he  did  not  on  that 
evening  visit  the  Home  Office.  On 
Sunday  he  did  not  go  to  the  Home  Office ; 
it  was  not  customary  for  the  Home  Se- 
cretary to  do  so.  The  permanent  offi- 
cials would  not  have  been  there;  and 
the  usual  practice  was  followed  on  that 
occasion  as  to  forwarding  to  the  Home 
Secretary's  residence  the  Home  Office 
and  other  Oabinet  boxes  containing  de- 
spatches on  matters  of  urgency,  ^ose 
boxes  were  received  at  the  Home  Secre- 
tary's private  residence  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, and  his  right  hon.  Friend  examined 
their  contents.  They  contained  no  allu- 
sion or  reference  whatever  to  the  meet- 
ing which  was  anticipated  to  take  placo 
on  the  following  day.  On  Monday,  the 
day  of  the  riots,  Mr.  Ohilders  went  to 
the  Home  Office  and  got  there  at  II 
o'clock.  It  was  his  first  appearance  at 
the  new  Office  that  had  been  entrusted 
to  his  care ;  and  it  was  his  first  duty  to 
make  himself  personally  acquainted,  not 
only  with  the  current  business  of  the 
Department,  but  with  the  various  offi- 
cials representing  the  heads  of  that  De- 
partment. He  accordingly  conferred  with 
those  Gentlemen,  and  examined  into  the 
current  business  of  the  Home  Office. 
The  Chief  Oommissioner  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  (Sir  Edmund  Henderson) 
called  upon  him  at  1  o'clock  in  tho 
afternoon.  The  first  inquiry  which  Mr. 
Childers  made  of  Sir  Edmund  Henderson 
was  whether  he  had  taken  ample  pre« 
cautions  in  reference  to  the  meeting  that 
was  then  about  to  take  place  in  Traialnr 
Square?  That  gentleman  replied  that 
he  had  taken  ample  precautions,  and 
more  than  he  would  otherwise  have 
done  had  it  not  been  that  at  that  mo- 
menttheOovemmenthad  changed  hands. 
Mr.  Ohilders  further  asked  Sir  Edmoad 
Hendoraon  whether  he  had  taken  into 
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Bdnrntion  the  dangerouB  oharaeter 
of  th«  mob  that  might  be  gatheit><l 
tofetherf  The  laUer  replied  that  the 
matter  had  been  earefoHy  oontidered 
both  by  Sir  B.  Aasheton  Oroee,  the  out- 
going Home  Seeretai^,  and  himeelf, 
and  that  ample  proTitton  had  boon 
made;  that  the  oolioe  on  duty  had  been 
doubled  in  the  square  itaelf  and  in  the 
eonooDdiag  ttreoU ;  and  that  a  body  of 
MO  eonstablee  would  be  held  in  reforre 
in  Scotland  Yard.  In  addition  to  that» 
the  Chief  Commimionor  of  Police  in- 
formed Ur.  Childers  that  the  Office  of 
Works  had  made  an  examination  of  the 
hufltioge  which  had  been  prepared  in 
Trafalgar  Square,  from  which  the  orators 
were  to  address  the  mob.  The  erections 
had  been  found  substantially  constructed, 
and  were  not  likely  to  prore  a  source  of 
danger  in  any  way,  by  remoral  or  other- 
wise. He  therefore  ventured  to  say  that 
it  was  perfectly  dear  that  at  that  time — 
balf-piwt  1  oVloek  in  the  afternoon — 
Hr.  Childers  had  certainly  ample  reasons 
to  fsel  oonrineed  that  all  proper  nre- 
caations  had  been  taken.  Mr.  Chilaers 
remained  at  the  Home  Office  the  whole 
of  that  day,  with  the  exception  of  ono 
brief  interval  of  about  an  hour  in  the 
middle  of  the  day.  It  was  not  until  a 
onarter  before  7  o'clock  in  the  evening 
that  the  first  official  intimation  reached 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  that  the  riots 
had  taken  place.  rZe«fA/#r.]  It  was 
quite  true,  as  had  bc^^n  statc^d  in  7%$ 
T%mm  by  a  writer  signing  himst'lf  '*One 
who  knows,"  that  Mr.  Childors  did  re- 
ceivea  Mter  about  6  o'clock  from  af  riend, 
stating  that  disturbances  had  taken  place. 
IauD«9iately  aftor  receiving  that  letter, 
Mr.  Childers,  of  course,  communicated 
with  the  police  in  Scotland  Yard ;  but  it 
waa  act  until  a  quarter  to  7  o'clock  that 
meial  informataon  reached  him  as  to 
tM  chararier  of  the  riots  which  had 
ercurrtd.  The  moment  that  information 
was  bnmght  to  the  notice  of  the  right 
hoa.  0««itlfmian  he  communicated  with 
the  War  Office,  with  the  Adjutant 
0«ttaral  of  the  Army,  and  instructions 
were  at  once  given  to  the  various  eom- 
manders  of  troofis  in  London  in  tho 
different  barracks  to  have  the  men  in 
rsadinses  to  turn  out.  Isstruotions  were 
also  givea  to  provide  for  the  attendance 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace  at  the  barracks, 
if  their  services  were  required.  Hav* 
lag  taken  those  meeantioos,  the  next 
whioh  ^jfri  for  the  alieotion 


of  the  Home  Secretary  was  the  question 
of  taking  procomlings  against  tho  prin« 
cipol  porsons  who  had  incited  the  mob 
in  Trafalgar  Square,  and  who  were  re- 
sponsible for  tho  disastrous  consequences 
which  followed.  Mr.  Childers  lost  no 
time  in  consulting  the  I^w  Officers  of 
the  Crown  and  other  high  officials  on 
that  point  Their  Lordships  were  awaro 
that  this  was  a  qu<*stion  whioh  was  by 
no  means  so  simple  or  so  easy  of  rela- 
tion as  wss  generally  snppose<l  by  tho 
uninitisted.  It  was  a  question  which 
required  careful  weighing  and  considera- 
tion  before  a  Minister  could  arrive  at  a 
knowledge  whether  the  eridenoe  that 
might  be  brought  forward  would  bo 
sufHcient  to  secure  a  oonviotion.  Tho 
delay  whioh  occurred  before  the  legal 
steps  were  taken  oould  not  be  held  to 
be  otherwise  than  beneficial.  The  re- 
sult of  the  consultation  with  the  l4iw 
Offioers  of  the  Crown  was  that  sum- 
monses were  issued  for  sedition  agsin^t 
four  of  the  principal  speakers — Ilynd- 
man,  Bums,  Williams,  and  Champion. 
The  summonses  were  issued  on  Satur- 
day night,  and  made  returnable  on 
Wednesday  morning.  On  Wednesday 
morning  those  persons  submitted  to 
their  summonses  at  Bow  Street;  and, 
as  their  Lordships  were  aware,  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  the  law  was  now  being 
proeeeded  with,  and  they  must  leave 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  proper 
legal  authorities.  Their  Lordships  also 
knew  that  the  Rome  Secretary  imme- 
diately afterwards  appointed  a  Com* 
mittee  to  examine  most  carefully  into 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  and 
in  connection  with  that  point  he  (Lonl 
Thurlow)  could  not  agree  with  what 
had  been  said  by  the  noble  Yisoouut 
opposite  (Viscount  Cranbrook),  that  it 
was  an  extraordinary  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  Home  Secretary  to  preside 
over  that  Committee.  Taking  into  con- 
sideration the  circumstance  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  only  then  assumed  Office, 
and  the  assurance  of  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  Police  that  ample  precautions 
had  been  taken  after  constdtation  with 
the  late  Home  S<*cretanr,  he  oould  not  sch^ 
that  Mr.  Childers  was  implicated  in  any 
WAV  in  the  matter ;  and  it  was  only  right 
and  proper  that  he  should  undertake  the 
arduous  duty  of  preaidiog  over  the  busi- 
nses  of  that  Committee.  He  called  to  his 
aid  four  Gentlemen  in  whom  he  believed 
the  eountry  would  placa  confidence 
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Lord  Wolseley,  Lord  Edward  Caveu- 
dish,  Sir  Henry  Holland,  and  Mr. 
Bitohie.  Theso  Oentlemen  had  been 
attending  from  three  to  four  hours  at 
the  Home  Office  from  daj  to  day  ever 
since.  They  had  taken  a  great  deal  of 
evidence,  and  had  examined  a  great 
many  witnesses,  and  had  not  yet  arrived 
at  the  close  of  their  examination.  It 
was,  however,  anticipated  that  they 
would  arrive  at  the  conclusion  of  their 
labours  before  many  days  wore  over. 
Their  Beport  would  contain  recommen- 
dations wnioh  would  be  those  not  of  the 
Home  Secretary  himself,  but  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee,  the  responsi- 
bility of  acting  on  the  recommendations 
resting  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Home 
Secretary.  The  Committee  would  re- 
port to  Parliament  in  a  few  days ;  and 
he  thought  their  Lordships  would  agree 
with  him  in  thinking  that,  pending  the 
result  of  the  Beport,  it  would  be  pre- 
mature to  pursue  the  discussion  further. 
Her  Majesty's  (Government  recognised 
that  it  was  the  first  and  essential  duty 
of  a  Qovernment  to  protect  life  and  pro- 
perty, and  maintain  order  in  the  streets 
of  the  Metropolis.  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
vernment had  taken  ample  precautions, 
in  their  opinion,  to  insure  the  fulfilment 
of  that  requirement,  and  they  would  not 
relax  their  endeavours  in  that  direction. 
The  peaoe  of  London  was  in  the  hands 
primarily,  no  doubt,  of  the  Metropolitan 
r^olice,  a  force  which  was  second  to  none 
in  the  world  for  efficiency.  It  was  a 
force  which  was  admirably  officered  by 
able  and  gallant  men.  It  was  also  suffi- 
ciently larffe  in  numbers  for  the  per- 
formance of  any  duty  it  was  likely  to  be 
called  upon  to  discharge.  The  Police 
Force  had  at  its  back  the  armed  Forces 
of  the  Crown,  which  could  be  called  out 
at  a  moment's  notice.  The  police,  more- 
over^as  did  not  appear  to  be  generally 
recognized — had  perfect  independence  of 
action,  and  could  act,  and  would  act  if 
required,  with  vigour  and  rapidity,  with- 
out any  previous  consultation  with  the 
Home  Department.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary for  the  police  to  get  instructions 
from  the  Home  Office.  The  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  the  Police,  in  c%ses  of 
urgency,  acted  on  his  own  authority, 
and  reported  afterwards.  In  conclusion, 
he  (Lord  Thurlow)  wished  to  re-assure 
their  Lordships  and  the  country  gene- 
mll^  that  tne  Qovernment  bad  no 
anxiety  as  to  the  future ;  bat  they  would 
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not  relax  their  endeavours  to  prevent 
any  recurrence  of  those  lamentable  and 
lawless  events  to  which  the  attention 
of  their  Lordships  had  so  properly  been 
called. 

Earl  FOBTESCUE  ^said,  that  the 
speech  they  had  just  listened  to  was  of 
an  unsatisfactory  nature.  As  a  former 
Bepresentative  in  two  Parliaments  of 
one  of  the  largest  Metropolitan  consti- 
tuencies, and  as  a  member  of  the 
Metropolitan  Commission  of  Sewers,  he 
(Earl  Fortescue)  had  had  opportunities 
of  learning  from  tradesmen  of  the 
Metropolis  how  serious  was  the  loss  of 
custom  to  many  classes  of  shops  even 
from  a  temporary  interruption  of  traffic, 
and  still  more  from  any  diversion  of  it 
by  breaking  up  the  surface  of  the 
thoroughfare  in  front  of  their  premises. 
The  plunder  and  the  destruction  of  glass 
in  shops  were  by  no  means  the  only 
losses  sustained  by  the  shopkeepers  on 
that  long  line  of  march  through  which 
the  mob  ranged  unchecked.  The  riots 
did  not  affect  those  thoroughfares  alone. 
Trading  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
the  Metropolis  was  checked  and  impeded 
by  want  of  confidence  and  the  alarm 
which  was  spread  abroad.  Many  shop- 
keepers would  be  able  to  date  their  day 
of  ruin  in  these  times  of  depression 
from  the  disturbances  which  had  taken 
place.  Besides  injury  to  shopping, 
there  had  been  a  loss  of  work,  an  ab- 
sence of  orders,  and  a  reluctance  to 
embark  in  fresh  undertakings,  conse- 
quent on  the  removal  of  capital  from  this 
country.  Mr.  Froude  had  stated,  in  his 
last  instructive  and  interesting  book, 
that  the  novel  legislation  of  the  last  few 
years,  and  the  novel  doctrines  pro- 
pounded by  Cabinet  Ministers,  had 
driven  much  capital  out  of  England, 
thus  confirming  publicly  what  he  (Earl 
Fortescue^  had  been  told  confidentially 
by  several  friends  they  had  been  doing 
latterlv.  The  bad  example  of  London  had 
been  already  more  or  less  followed  in  other 
towns.  Was  it  nothing  that,  in  times  of 
great  depression,  the  departure  of  capital 
should  be  thus  accelerated  and  aug- 
mented to  go  elsewhere  to  give  em- 
ployment to  foreign  workmen,  while 
thousands  of  our  own  workmen  required 
it?  He  had  reason  to  believe  that  this 
was  one  of  the  oonsequenoes  of  the 
events  of  last  week.  It  appeared  that 
Mr.  Childers  was  well  aware  that  a 
meeting  of  this  sort  wis  about  to  be 
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haU ;  but  h*  imtw  took  the  praoantion 
of  iJMUliag  that  informatioik  thoiild 
hm  rtgolariy  Mnl  to  him  of  the  ooono  of 
piMMiogs.  He  sat  afMurt,  unmoyod 
Mid  tndiflereaty  like  the  gods  deecribed 
bj  Lucretiae.  Apart  from  the  foroe  of 
poUee  ia  King  Street  and  Sootland  Yard, 
the  Uome  SMretarr  had  at  the  Horse 
Goaidft,  8t  James's  Palaoe,  and  else* 
where  life  Guards  and  Foot  Guards, 
•▼ailable  at  a  moment's  notice,  to  oheck 
the  riolen.  The  fact  that  tho  riot  should 
have  been  allowed  bj  the  authorities 
to  go  oo  f6r  something  like  two  hours 
in  eooM  of  the  principal  West  End 
thoffooghfares  seemed  to  imply  an 
omooat  of  npathj  and  want  of  capaeihr 
on  the  part  m  the  Home  Bccretaiy  which 
vas  almost  incredible.  He,  at  least, 
whatef er  others  might  have  been,  was 
in  fault ;  and  instead  of  occupying  the 
Chair  on  a  Gommittee  appoint^  to 
examine  into  tho  misconduct  of  others, 
Mr.  Childers  ought  to  hsTe  his  own 
hslpieesnces  and  incapacity  inquired 
into,  hj  law,  erery  Secretary  of  State 
was  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of 
a  Secretary  of  State ;  and  it  was  stranm 
that  no  Minister  should  hare  realiicd  the 
■itiiatian  and  taken  aotion»  setting  aside 
eersoumy  as  one  would  do  in  the  case 
of  a  fire.  It  was  amaitng  that  no  one 
had  the  moral  courage  and  the  energy 
tf>  see  that  the  rioting  was  checked,  as 
it  might  eerily  hare  oeen,  at  its  com* 


Tn  SECRETABY  or  STATE  voa 
C0I/>NUX(EarlGaA3rviLLB):  My 
Lords,  I  think  that,  in  tho  whole  course 
of  his  speech,  the  noble  Eari  has  care* 
fldly  aTotded  referring  to  a  single  word 
in  the  statement  made  br  my  noble 
Frieod  (Lord  Thurlow)  on  behalf  of  the 
Gofvemment.  Aa  to  the  alarming  state* 
ment  that  it  has  already  come  to  his 
knowledge  that*  in  the  ease  of  a  friend 
of  hia»  capital  is  learinff  this  country  in 
enoeegoenee  of  what  has  occurred,  he 
did  not  make  that 


aod  inform  your  Lordshipe— what  it 
wonld  be  ereeedinyly  interesting  to 
knon  to  what  particular  eountry  it  is 
that  English  capital  is  going  in  oitler  to 
be  perbclly  safe,  or  e? en  more  safe  than 
it  IS  in  this  country.  When  the  noble 
Eari  talks  about  tho  lamentable  i^thy 
and  the  incaparttT  of  Mr.  Child«r*,  or 
what  might  hare  btHm  done  by  him,  or 
by  any  Secretary  of  State,  I  really  can* 
not  conosiro  that  any  of  your  Lordships 


can  eee  what  is  the  drift  of  the  noble 
EarL  I  am  really  astonished  at  it  after 
the  speech  of  my  noble  Friend,  and  I 
can  only  think  that  the  noblo  Earl  has 
not  heard  that  statement  Hisoonten* 
tlon  seems  to  be  that  it  was  apathy  for 
Mr.  Childers  not  to  hare  called  upon  the 
40  Life  Guardsmen  who  were  at  the 
Horse  Guards,  and  posribly  put  himself 
at  their  head.  Now,  I  snould  hare 
thought  it  would  not  hare  been  wise 
in  a  Minister  just  come  into  Office  to 
set  aride  the  police  at  a  time  of  this 
sort.  The  whole  thing  turns  oppn  this 
— that  it  happened  without  Mr.  Childers 
being  aware  of  it 
Eaml  FOBTESOUE  :  Hear,  hear  t 
Earl  GRANVILLE:  Tour  Lord- 
ships hare  heard — and  if  the  noble  Earl 
refers  to  the  statement  he  will  find — 
that  Mr.  Childers  wont  to  the  Home 
Office  for  the  first  time  at  II  o'clock  in 
the  mominff ;  that  a  communication  had 
been  made  by  Colonel  Henderson  to  the 
late  Seeretaiy  of  State,  a  statesman  of 
experience ;  and  that  Colonel  Henderson 
had  received  orders  to  take  additional 
measures  for  the  public  security;  and 
that  he  had,  therefore,  taken  precautions 
which  he  otherwise  would  not  hare 
taken  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  dis* 
order.  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  make  the 
attack  the  noble  Earl  haa  made.  If  the 
police  authoritiee  were  of  opinion  that 
all  necessarr  precautions  had  been 
taken,  would  it  not  have  been,  in  the 
highest  degree,  imprudent  in  the  Home 
Secretary,  quite  new  to  his  Office,  to  in* 
terfere  with  the  experienced  Commia- 
rioner  at  the  head  of  the  police,  or  to 
hare  altered  the  arranffoments  ?  Who* 
ther  it  was  derirable  that  a  large  body 
of  police  should  hare  been  required  for 
the    protection    of    the    noble   Mar- 

Tbx  MAmatrsss  or  8ALISBUBY: 
No ;  it  was  not  my  house  they  were 
watching — it  was  a  diffetent  house  alto- 
gether. 

Eaal  GR ANTILLE  :  However  that 
may  be,  everyone  is  agreed  that  this 
was  a  most  lamentable  event,  and  that 
there  were  groat  lsdU«  on  the  part  of 
the  police  or  someone ;  but  every  m<«ans 
have  hoen  taken  to  discover  who  was 
responsible,  and  to  take  nil  precautions 
as  will  make  it  perfectly  impossible  that 
such  a  thing  can  happen  again.  Not* 
withstanding  the  statement  which  has 
been  made,  it  seems  strange,  if  he  heard 
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ii,  for  the  noble  Earl  to  try  to  bring  a 
personal  charge  against  Mr.  Ohildera, 
and  to  fasten  on  him  a  charge  which 
appears  to  me  absolutely  without  founda- 
tion. 

£abl  FOBTESCUE  :  I  must  be  al- 
lowed to  say  that,  owing  to  an  unfor- 
tunate imperfection  in  my  hearing,  I  did 
not  hear  all  that  the  noble  Lora  (Lord 
Thurlow)  said ;  but  I  heard  quite  enough 
to  justify  all  that  I  said.  I  have  shown 
that,  quite  apart  from  the  police,  the 
Home  Secretary  was  not  by  any  means 
helpless  if  he  had  taken  prompt  mea- 
sures, as  he  ought. 

Thb  MABQxnsss  OF  SALISBUEY :  I 
regret  to  say,  my  Lords,  that  I  am  one 
who  was  not  convinced  of  the  entire 
innocence  of  Mr.  Childers  by  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Thurlow).  Your  arrangements 
for  defending  the  Metropolis  and  main- 
taining order  have  lamentably,  disas- 
trously, and  contemptibly  broken  down. 
It  is  impossible  to  use  words  too  strong 
to  express  the  nature  of  the  breakdown 
which  has  taken  place.  The  noble  Lord 
talks  of  other  capitals  being  insecure. 
That  is  yery  possible ;  but  they  are  in* 
secure  for  good  reasons,  because  there 
is  a  very  dangerous  revolt  against  the 
Civil  powers ;  and  then  there  is,  no 
doubt,  a  struggle,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  insecurity  may  result.  But 
here  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind ;  there 
was  no  real  danger  whatever;  and  it  is 
simply  because  of  an  absolute  break- 
down of  the  machinery  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  order  that  all  this  terrible 
disorder  occurs.  What  did  Mr.  Childers 
dof  I  see  an  illustrious  Admiral  (the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh)  sitting  on  the 
Bench  near  me.  I  would  submit  to  him 
what  he  would  think  if  a  captain 
wrecked  his  ship,  and  came  home  and 
said  it  was  a  very  disgraceful  thing ;  that 
there  had  been  great  tach0i  somewhere ; 
and  that  he  was  going  to  appoint  a 
court  martial,  on  which  he  would  him- 
self sit,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of 
the  first  lieutenant  and  the  crew.  What 
would  his  opinion  have  been  of  such 
proceedings  ?  The  noble  Lord  seems  to 
have  the  idea  that  the  blame  may  be 
conveniently  distributed  among  three 
different  persons,  with  the  result  of 
leaving  Mr.  Childers  entirely  innocent. 
The  first  persons  who  were  to  blame 
were  the  Home  Office  officials,  who  did 
not  eonvey  to  Mr.  Childers  on  Sonday 
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information  as  to  the  approaching  riot. 
The  second  person  to  blame  was  Sir 
Edmund  Henderson,  with  whom  Mr. 
Childers  had  an  interview  at  1  o'clock 
on  Monday;  and  the  third  person  was 
the  unfortunate  Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross, 
who  had  an  interview  with  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  on  the  Friday  before,  and 
who,  apparently,  was  going  to  set  on  foot 
— ^but  did  not  do  so — so  perfect  a  system 
of  precaution  that  it  should  go  hke  a 
clock,  which,  having  been  once  wound 
up,  should  continue  to  operate  without 
anyone  looking  at  it  any  more.  Mr. 
Clulders  seems  to  have  lived  in  a  speeiea 
of  conventional  seclusion.  He  was  abso* 
lutely  ignorant  of  what  everybody  else 
in  London  knew.  Everybody  knew  that 
there  was  going  to  be  an  attempt  at 
disturbance. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE :  No,  no ! 

The  Mabquess  or  SALISBUBT: 
Well,  I  have  met  many  people  who  had 
told  the  ladies  of  their  families  to  keep 
out  of  the  way,  as  a  riot  was  appro* 
bended ;  and  it  was  announced  in  the 
newspapers  some  days  before.  But  not 
only  that ;  besides  living  in  a  state  of 
conventional  seclusion,  Mr.  Childers 
shows  an  entire  absence  of  curiosity, 
and,  having  heard  from  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  that  the  arrangements  were 
satisfactory,  he  appears  to  have  asked 
no  questions,  nor  informed  himself  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  arrangements,  nor  re- 

guired  any  report  from  any  officer  as  to 
ow  matters  were  going  on ;  but  to  have 
allowed  the  thing  to  go  on  as  if  it  was  one 
not  interesting  to  the  Home  Secretary, 
until  he  casu^y  heard  of  it  by  means  of 
a  lady's  letter  about  half-past  5  o'clock. 
I  should  have  thought,  from  the  mere 
noise  made  by  these  men,  that,  seeing 
how  near  it  was,  somebody  in  the  Home 
Office  woidd  have  found  out  that  evexy- 
thing  was  not  right.  I  heard  with  regret 
that  the  Government  are  not  goingto 

S*ve  an  independent  Commission.  The 
ct  that  Mr.  Childers  has  thrown  the 
blame  right  and  left  on  one  and  another 
makes  it  ve^  important  that  we  should 
have  soma  inquuy  not  under  the  eon- 
duct  of  Mr.  Childers  himself.  The  noble 
Lord  has  given  us  a  very  able  aooount, 
in  which,  no  doubt,  all  the  ciroumstanoee 
favourable  to  Mr.  Childers  have  been 
brought  forward  with  great  skill ;  but  it 
is  only  one  account  of  the  tevnsaotioni 
and  hiu  not  been  subject  to  cross-exa- 
mination.   All  the  other  def  endante'  de* 
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Amwm  hmw  b««B  raidlj  inquired  into, 
and  croet-tTimined  by  ikilfd  men.  Mr. 
CliilderB'e  def enee  is  ninp|7  given  bv  the 
noble  Lord  eeroee  the  Table,  and  no 
meane  hare  been  taken  to  aaoertain  how 
far  Ihie  freedom  from  reaponnbilitj 
vealljr  oxtendt»  and  how  far  it  covere  the 
injorj  that  has  been  done.  We  must 
regard  the  man  who  was  in  charge  at  the 
time  as  primarilj  raspoosiblo  for  tho 
breakdown  that  took  plaoe.  There  may 
be  eiroomstances  of  defoooe  in  the  case 
in  Mr.  Childers's  favour;  but  they  arc  oir- 
cumslaaces  thai  he  must  plead.  He  it 
oa  his  trial.  lie  must  show  that  he  was 
exoQonU4Ml  by  the  droumstances  he 
pleads,  and  must  show  it  by  producing 
them  before  some  tribunal  more  inde- 
pendent  than  the  one  of  which  he  him* 
»« If  is  the  Chairman.  It  is  imnossible 
t«»  oTerrati*  the  evil  which  this  lament- 
abU*  occurrence  has  caused.  It  is  not 
onlv  that  it  has  injured  our  reputation, 
and  exposed  us  to  the  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt which  we  dotorved;  but  it  has 
created  a  great  danger  in  London  in  the 
fntnre.  It  has  been  tho  habit — I  do  not 
any  or  think  it  is  a  good  one — for  many 
Tears  past  for  various  s<)cts  of  people  who 
have  particular  oausee  or  opinions  to  re- 
present to  go  in  procession  through  the 
streets ;  aM,  confiding  in  the  guwdian- 
*hip  of  the  police,  people  have  always 
liwsed  upon  them  as  innocent,  and 
thc*y  have  creat4>d  no  apprehension  on 
the  part  of  the  population  and  no 
interruption  of  traae.  All  that  immu* 
nity  is  now  at  an  end.  Whenever 
there  is  a  procession  in  future  there  will 
be  a  panic  among  the  shopkeepers  along 
the  line  which  it  takee,  and  all  the  pro- 
gfvea  of  commerce  and  transactions  of 
busiases  will  be  put  a  stop  to.  I  do  not 
think  the  evil  is  at  all  the  lees  for  what 
has  taken  place  since.  We  have  had, 
unfortunately  in  ono  sense,  and  moet 
foctnaatelT  in  another,  a  very  Invse  sub- 
scription for  the  unemployed  foDowing 
immediately  en  this  riot.  I  should  bo 
▼ety  sorry  indeed  that  the  subscriptions 
for  the  unemployed  should  drop  off;  but 
it  is  an  unfortunate  and  unhappy  ex- 
aggeration of  the  evil  roeulting  from 
this  unfortunate  neglect  of  the  Home 
<  >tBee  and  the  police  that  people  mutt 
furm  the  conclusion  that  it  is  solely  on 
arcoont  of  what  took  place,  and  to  the 
violent  measures  that  were  pursued,  that 
this  snscour  was  brought  forward  by 
the  classes  at  the  West  End.    Thosoare 


moet  lamentable  results,  and  I  think  tho 
Government  have  acted  most  unwisely 
in  attempting  to  screen  the  Office  whicn 
is  primarily  responsible  from  full  and 
independent  inquiry;  and,  unless  they 
reverse  their  decision  in  that  respect, 
no  measures  they  may  hereafter  take 
against  the  police  by  way  of  punishment 
for  what  has  taken  place  will  receive 
tho  sanction  and  approval  of  tho  public 
or  of  Parliament. 

Tub  8ECRETABT  or  STATE  von 
INDIA  (The  Earl  of  Kiubbblby)  said, 
ho  quite  agreed  with  the  observations  of 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  ^the  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury)  as  to  the  ill  effects 
of  this  unfortunate  riot ;  but  he  wotdd 
appeal  to  the  noble  Marquess  as  to 
whether  it  was  a  fair,  or  even  a  generous, 
thing  to  endeavour  to  fix  the  blame  upon 
Mr.  Childers  ?  Under  ordinary  circum* 
stances,  the  Home  Secretary  was  the 
responsible  person  in  those  matters  ; 
but,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  case,  it  was  absolutely  prepos* 
terous  to  bring  a  charge  against  the 
present  oocupant  of  that  post,  Mr. 
Childers.  Ue  (the  Earl  of  Kimberioy) 
had  had  some  experience  of  the  sup- 
pression of  riots  and  dealing  with  largo 
bodies  of  men  in  Ireland ;  and  if  he  had 
found  himself  in  the  position  of  Mr. 
Childers,  and  had  been  informed  that 
measures  had  boon  takon  by  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police,  which  that  offi- 
cial considered  to  be  sufficient  to  copo 
with  a  disturbance,  he  should  have  con- 
sidered himself  in  the  last  degree  im* 
prudent,  and  wanting  in  that  discretion 
which  ou^ht  to  belong  to  a  man  in  his 
situation,  if  ho  interfered  with  the  de- 
tails of  the  arrangements,  and  took  upon 
himself  responsibility  which  he  could  not 
undor  the  ctroumstances  discharge.  Ho 
did  not  believe  that  the  noble  Marquess 
himself,  or  any  man  placed  in  Mr. 
Childers's  position,  would  have  acted  so 
rashly  as  to  interfere  with  the  jpolice  in 
theee  matters.  Had  the  Home  Secretary 
done  so,  it  would  have  been  likely  to 
have  brought  about  results  for  which  he 
would  have  been  personally  and  most 
gravely  responsible.  The  suggestion 
that  Mr.  Childers  did  his  best  to  shift 
the  responsibility  from  his  own  shoulders 
was  not  fair,  nor  was  it  at  all  likely  to 
promote  harmonious  action,  or  to  aid  the 
GoTommeut  in  their  determination  to 
restore  confidence.  To  turn  the  matter 
into  an  attack  on  Mr.  Childers  would 
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not  oondnoe  to  any  good  result.  He  had 
no  desire  to  relieve  Mr.  Ohilders  through 
his  Colleagues  from  any  part  of  the  re- 
sponsibility which  attached  to  him ;  but 
let  them  not  obscure  the  matter.  He 
trusted  they  would  not  be  led  away  from 
the  true  issue  by  what  he  would  almost 
say — ^though  he  did  not  wish  to  o£Pend — 
appeared  to  be  a  desire  to  make  political 
capital  out  of  the  subject.  Considering 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
he  thought  it  was  far  better,  and  much 
more  likely  to  conduce  to  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation and  a  good  result,  that  Mr. 
Childers  should  have  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  inquiry  which  was  now 
taking  place  into  the  matter. 

Yiscousrr  ENFIELD  asked  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  whether  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Westom  portion  of  the  Metropolis, 
whose  property  was  either  destroyed  or 
injured  during  the  riots  on  Monday, 
8th  February,  had  any  legal  claim  to 
redress  and  compensation  ;  if  so,  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  or  the 
Ossulston  Hundred  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  was  liable  to  make  good  such 
compensation  ? 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Hebsohsll)  :  I  need  hardly  say  that 
I  should  be  at  all  times  most  anxious 
to  give  any  assistance  in  my  power  to 
the  noble  Viscount,  and  to  your  Lord- 
ships'  House;  but  the  Question  which 
the  noble  Viscount  puts  to  me  now  is 
one  raising  a  point  which  may  possibly 
come  before  tms  House  for  it«  judicial 
decision.  It  is  strictly  a  question  of 
law,  pertaining  to  the  construction  of 
one  or  more  Acts  of  Parliament;  and 
I  am  quito  sure  the  noble  Viscount  and 
your  Lordships  will  feel  that,  consider- 
ing the  question  may  come  before  the 
House  for  judicial  decision,  and  that  it 
may  be  my  lot  to  take  part  in  such 
judicial  decision,  it  would  be  improper 
that  I  should  now  express  a  legal  opinion 
upon  it.  I  feel  that  it  would  not  only  be 
prejudging  a  case  which  I  may  have  to 
determine  aftor  argument,  but  that  I 
might  be  giving  false  confidence  to  those 
who  might  depend  upon  an  opinion 
given  by  one  in  my  position,  and,  under 
the  circumstances,  be  led,  perhaps,  to 
take  stops  which  they  might  aftorwards 
find  they  had  reason  to  regret.  There- 
fore, the  noble  Viscount  will  feel  that  it 
is  from  no  discourtesy  to  him  or  to  this 
House  if  I  think  it  undesirable  I  should 
answer  a  purely  legal  Question* 

Tk9  Earl  of  KimherUy 


Thb  Eabl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, whether  any  measures  were  taken 
by  the  Home  Office  to  restore  confidence 
in  the  Metropolis  on  Tuesday  the  9th 
and  ViTednesday  the  10th  instant;  and, 
whether  the  recommendation  to  the- 
citizens  on  both  sides  of  the  river  to 
close  their  shops  and  protect  their  pre- 
mises was  given  by  direction  of  the 
Home  Secretary  ?  A  report  was  circu- 
lated on  Wednesday  that  a  mob  was 
coming  from  Deptford,  and  the  shops 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  were 
closed,  nor  did  anything  appear  to  have 
been  done  to  restore  confidence.  The 
presence  of  some  military  in  the  streets, 
or  of  bodies  of  police  at  certain  points, 
would  have  had  that  effect ;  but,  so 
far  as  the  public  knew,  nothing  had 
been  done,  except  what  excited  only 
greater  alarm — namely,  directions  by 
the  police  to  the  shopkeepers  to  close 
their  shops. 

LoBD  THUBLOW,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  Home  Secretary  took  what  he 
considered  to  be  ample  precautions  to 
insure  the  safety  of  the  town  on  Tuesday 
and  ViTednesday.  He  communicated 
also,  as  he  (Lord  Thurlow)  had  stated, 
with  the  Adjutant  Oeneral  of  the  Army ; 
and  the  result  was  that  the  troops  were 
held  in  readiness  to  act  at  any  moment^ 
and  magistrates  were  prepared  to  assist 
if  required.  There  was  no  foundation 
whatever  for  the  rumour  which  had  ^t 
abroad,  that  the  police  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river  warned  the  people  to  shut 
their  shops  in  anticipation  of  further 
riots.  The  Home  Secretory  requested 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson  to  make  inquiry 
into  the  point ;  very  careful  inquiry  had 
been  made  of  all  the  police  officers  who 
were  on  duty  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day, and  such  a  warning  had  not  been 
traced  to  any  of  them ;  none  of  them 
admitted  having  warned  any  shop- 
keepers whatever  to  shut  up  their  shops. 
Nor  was  there  any  truth  in  the  rumour 
that  the  police  at  one  time  had  g^ven 
instructions  to  have  barricades  erected, 
or  prepared,  or  got  ready  for  erection, 
at  certain  strategic  points. 

Tm  Earl  of  GALLOWAY  said,  he 
couldj  not  say  personally  that  shop* 
keepers  were  warned  by  the  police ;  but 
a  certain  head  of  a  bank  in  St.  James's 
Street —at  the  very  moment  that  ho 
called  in  there  —  namely,  about  12 
o'clock  on  the  day  after  Uie  riote~in« 
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Tn  Earl  of  LIMERICK  said,  the 
ofder  night  not  have  been  twaed  from 
iMad^qoaHert ;  hot  there  appeared  little 
doobt  that  it  was  cireulated. 

Tu  £AaL  or  MILLTOWN  said,  that 
ttalree  the  public  wore  informed  of  the 
aie|»  taken  bj  the  OoTommenti  those 
meaeoreg  were  abeolotelj  ueeleee  for  the 
porpoee  of  reetoring  oonfidenoe. 

Liiao  THUBLOW  said,  that  noble 
Lords  would  probabW  not  have  to  wait 
nan/  days  before  thej  would  obtain 
full  infeirmation  upon  the  points  re* 
ferred  to. 

9i)UTn-RAflTERN  EUROPE-POUCY  OF 
HER  IUUE8TY8  GOVERNMENT. 

Tnn  Mabqitsm  of  8ALISBURT: 
Before  the  House  adjoumd,  I  wish  to 
ask  the  noble  Earl  the  Hccretary  of 
8tato  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  he 
can  give  us  onT  ioformation  with  regard 
tothepolicTof  Her  Majest/s  OoTemment 
in  South -kaAtem  Europe  ? 

Thb  8ECUKTAItY  of  STATE  (The 
Earl  of  KosEBsaT) :  I  am  extremolj  in- 
debted to  the  noble  Marquess  for  the  Ques* 
tsoo  which  he  has  just  put.  I  should,  but 
for  the  discussion  in  the  earlv  part  of 
the  erentng,  have  intorvened  with  a 
tintiwient  which  I  have  prepared  on  the 
very  sabject  to  which  the  noble  Marooess 
has  referred ;  but,  the  att4.mtion  of  the 
House  having  been  directed  to  Ireland, 
I  had  no  opportnnitj  of  doing  so.  Even 
at  this  late  hour,  however,  I  think  it 
raoet  desirable  that  some  such  statement 
shoold  be  made,  for  Her  Uajeety's  Oo* 
vetnment  are  extremely  anxious  that 
there  should  be  no  doubt  or  ambiguity 
with  regard  to  their  policy  in  Eastern 
Europe.  At  this  moment  any  such  doubt 
or  ambiguity  miffht  lead  to  results  of 
tnl'f^p^  gravity.  No  one  is  better  aware 
thaa  the  noble  Marquees  of  the  eritioal 
stale  of  aflurs  in  Eastern  Europe.  Servia 
aad  Bulgaria  are  bv  no  means  disarmed ; 
while,  fbrthar  Houth,  Greece  and  Turkey 
are  face  to  Usee  and  armed  to  the  teeth. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  is  this  oonso* 
latory  redsctioa—  that  the  Oreat  Powers 
of  Europe  are,  I  believe  without  a  single 
exoepCioa,  reeolved  upon  the  main* 
teoaace  of  peaoe.  If,  therefore,  oo  one 
side  we  have  the  elements  of  local  dis- 
turbaace,  which,  if  kindled,  might  at 
any  motneol  raise  a  conflagration  in 
Eiurope  of  which  it  might  be  diffleolt  to 

VOL.  OOCII.     [ruuLD  sxmix^.] 


see  the  limits  or  the  end,  on  the  other 
we  have  the  firm  determination  of  the 
Oreat  Powers  of  Rnv^ope  that  peace  shall 
not  be  disturbed.  Tnat  object  appears 
to  us  to  be  extremely  desirable  in  itself ; 
while  as  to  the  means  by  which  it  is  to 
be  secured  there  is  a  general  agreement 
among  the  Oreat  Powers.  With  regard 
to  Oreece,  we  find  engagements  entered 
into  involving,  if  necessary,  measures  to 
prevent  a  rupture  of  the  peace  by  that 
oountrjr.  ^  It  would  not  bo  possible,  in 
my  opinion,  to  set  those  engagements 
aside,  even  if  it  were  desirable  to  do  so, 
and  we  shall  certainly  act  upon  them  ; 
but  I  think  they  are  judicious  in  their 
spirit  and  their  nature.  We  desire  not 
merely  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Europe, 
but  to  protect  Oreece  against  herself. 
We  can  only  view  with  apprehensioo,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Uellenio  Kingdom, 
the  result  of  a  single-handed  conflict  be- 
tween that  country  and  Turkey ;  and  if 
there  were  any  fear —  of  which  happily 
there  is  none^  of  its  ceasing  to  be  siugle- 
handed,  it  might  involve  the  imminent 
risk  of  a  European  war.  We  are,  there- 
fore, determined  to  maintain  these  en* 
^agvments,  and  to  art  upon  them  with 
hnnness,  if  nect'esary. 

women's  srFFaAOS  bux  [h.l.] 

A  Bill  for  ex  tending  the  right  of  Toting  st 
Pdrliamenitry  elections  to  dnljr  qnmlified  wosMn 
~Wm ^r«MNlMfbjr  The  Lord  Densisn;  resd  1*. 

(No.  10.) 

XABaiAOES  VAunmr  bill,  [bl.^ 

A  Bill  to  remoTe  donbts  ss  to  the  rslsditj  ol 
certain  msrrijiffee— Was  fru$mi4d  hy  The  Lord 
Bishop  of  C^hsle;  resd  1*.  (No.  tl.) 

Houss  sd jooned  st  s  qusrtsr  pssi  Soren 
o'clock,  tall  To*monow,  s  qosiier 

past  Ten  o^dock. 


HOUSE   OF  OOMMONB, 
Thmnd^^  18M  Ffhnuiry,  1886. 


A  Member  took  and  subeeribed  the 
Oath«  and  another  Member  bumIo  the 
Afflrmation. 

llIKrTEH.}^PrM.ic  BiLLi  Setmi  M^miinf 
^  Parliamenitry  Frmoehise  (KtteoeioQ  to 
Women,  •  [70], 

8hop  lloQfi  BegoUliuo  [»<*'). 
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NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 

John  Aloysiofl  Blake,  esquire,  for 
Oarlow  Oountj. 

The  Honble.  Edward  Marjoribanka, 
for  Berwick  County. 

The  Bight  honble.  Sir  William  George 
Ghranville  Yenables  Vernon  Haroourt, 
knighti  for  Derby  Borough. 

Alexander  Aaher,  esquire,  for  Elgin 
District  of  Burghs. 

The  Bight  honble.  Anthony  John 
Mundella,  for  Sheffield  (Brightsido 
Division). 

Cyril  Flower,  esquire,  for  Bedford 
County  (Luton  Division). 

The  Bight  honble.  John  Morley,  for 
Newcastle  upon  TVne. 

The  Bight  honble.  John  Blair  Balfour, 
for  Combined  Counties  of  Clackmannan 
and  Kinross. 

The  Honble.  Charles  Bobert  Spencer, 
for  Northampton  County  (Mid  Division). 

The  Bight  honble.  Edward  Heneage, 
for  Great  Grimsby. 

Charles  Bussell,  esquire,  for  Hackney 
(South  Division). 

The  Bight  honble.  George  Otto  Tre- 
velyan,/0r  Hawick  District  of  Burghs. 

The  Bight  honble.  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain, for  Birmingham  (West  Division). 

The  Bight  honble.  Sir  Lyon  Flayfair, 
K.C.B.,  for  Leeds  (South  Division). 

Bobert  William  Duff,  esquire,  for 
Banff  Coun^. 

The  Biffht  honble.  Hugh  Culling 
Eardley  Childers,  *for  Burgn  of  Edin- 
burgh (South  Division). 

The  Bight  honble.  Henry  Campbell- 
Bannennan,  for  Stirling  District  of 
Burghs. 

George  Granville  Lereson  Gower, 
esquire,  for  Stafford  County  (North 
Western  Division). 

Sir  Jamea  Porter  Corr^,  baronet,  for 
Armagh  County  (Mid  Division). 

NEW  WRITS  ISSUED. 


V.  The  Bight  honble. 
Biohard  de  Aguila  Grosvenor,  com- 
monly called  Lm  Bichard  Grosvenor, 
Ohiltem  Hundreds. 

Somerset  County  (Southern  Division), 
9.  The  Bight  honble.  Frederick  Edward 
Gould  Lunbarti  oommonly  called  Vis- 
count Kilooursie,  Vice  Chamberlain  of 
the  Household. 


Cardiff  Borough,  r.  Sir  Edward  Jamee 
Beed,  K.C.B.,  Commissioner  of  the 
Treasuiy.  ^^ 

Borough  of  Ghrantham,  r.  John  Wil- 
liam Mdlor,  esquire,  Judge  Advocate 
General. 

K£W  MEMBER  SWORN. 

The  Bight  honble.  William  Ewart 
Gladstone,  for  Edinburgh  County. 

CONTROVERTED  ELEOTIONS. 

Mr.  Sfeakbb  informed  the  House  that 
he  had  received  the  following  Communi* 
cation  from  the  Judp;e8  selected,  in  pur- 
suance of  The  Parliamentary  Elections 
Act,  1868,  for  the  Trial  of  Election  Peti- 
tions:— 

St  Andrews  Election. 
The  Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  1868. 

Unto  the  Right  Honourable  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

We,  Andrew  Rutherford  OlarV,  Lord  Ruther- 
ford Clark,  and  Robert  Lee,  Lord  Lee,  two  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland, 
and  two  of  the  Judges  for  the  time  being  for 
the  trial  of  Section  Petitions  in  Scotland,  pur- 
suant to  "The  Parliamentary  Elections  Act* 
1868,"  and  *'The  Parliamentary  and  Corrupt 
Practices  Act,  1879,*'  do  hereby  certify,  That, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  of  an  Election 
Petition,  at  the  instance  of  Sir  Robert  Anstni- 
ther,  of  Baleaskie,  Fife,  baronet,  a  candidate  at 
the  Election  for  the  St.  Andrews  District  of 
Burghs  in  December  1885,  praying  to  hare  it 
determined  that  the  double  Return  made  at  the 
said  Election  was  an  undue  Return  within  the 
meaning  of  the  said  first-mentioned  Act,  and 
that  the  Petitioner  was  duly  elected,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned  as  Member  for  the  said 
District  61  Burghs,  which  trial  was  on  the 
15th  instant,  and  on  this  day,  holden  before  us 
in  Edinburgh,  we  did  find  and  determine  that 
the  said  Return  was  an  undue  Return  within 
the  meaning  of  the  said  Aoi,  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioner, the  said  Sir  Robert  Anstruther,  baronet, 
was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  re* 
turned  as  Member  for  the  said  St.  Andrews 
District  of  Burghs. 

Oiren  under  our  hands  at  Edinburgh,  this 
16th  day  of  February  1886. 

Akd.  R.  Cuuul 

RoBiBT  Lbs. 

The  eridenoe  taken  at  the  trial,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Shovihand  Writer  of  the  House 
of  CommonSi  is  transmitted  with  the  foregoing 
Certificate.  A.  R.  C. 

R.L. 

OnUndf  Thai  the  Clerk  of  the  Grown  do 
attend  this  House  forthwith  with  the  last  Re* 
turn  for  the  St.  Andrews  District  of  Burghs, 
and  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  name 
of  Stephen  Williamson,  esquire. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  aUending,  smsndad 
tim  Rutmni 


Ml 
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INDUCT  OF  HER  UAJESTT*8 

QOVEKNMENT. 

vnrisTB&XAii  statuckxt. 

Tn  FIRST  LORD  or  m  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  E.  GLADffTOsni}  :  Sir,  I 
wiflh  to  gire  Notice  that  I  shall,  on  Mon- 
day, moTO  to  rafer  tho  quettion  of  the 
Pmedim  of  the  Houjo  of  Commoni  to 
a  Meet  Goounitftee.  I  may  add  that  it 
waa  onr  inteotioa  to  mopoee  tiiat  this 
Select  Oommittee  shonld  be  of  a  namber 
ooaeideraUy  esoeeding  the  usual  number 
of  13.  Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to 
go  further,  and  state  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Hoose,  and  as  far  as  we  oan  fore- 
east  it,  the  eourse  of  Public  Businses. 
First,  with  reepect  to  tho  Adiress — 
which  eomea  on  to-night^it  may  lie  for 
the  eonrenienoe  of  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
know  that  we  propoee,  alter  having  fully 
ci>aaidered  the  subject ^a  novel  one  in 
some  points  of  view — to  accept  the  Ad- 
drr^  in  substance  exactly  as  it  is—that 
in  to  say,  the  portion  of  it  which  may  be 
cnaaidered  to  be  virtually  adopt^^d  by  the 
IlfmsA  down  to  the  Amendment  of  my 
hum.  Friend  tho  Uember  for  Ipswich 
f  Mr.  Jesse  (.V>lling«\  which  was  carried 
by  a  majority ;  and  likewise  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  Addrose  down  to  the 
rloee,  as  far  as  the  substance  is  oon- 
cerned.  But  the  lapse  of  time  requires 
some  grammatical  cnanges— strirtly  and 
Muvly  grammatical  "-to  make  tho  Ad- 
dress congruous  and  consistent  with  re- 
fersttee  to  the  eircumstaneee  which  now 
exist.  I  eould  state  thoee  grammatioal 
chaagve;  but  I  think  they  would  be 
hardly  intelligible  to  the  House,  and 
that  I  had  better  reserve  them.  Then, 
8ir,  I  have  to  say  that,  that  being  the 
rase,  we  should  not  be  able  to  give  our 
aessBt,  I  am  afraid,  lo  any  Amendments 
thai  might  be  moved  to  the  Address^ 
one  of  which  we  have  already  heard 
frosn  mv  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
North  Bsdfordshire  Mr.  Magniac)— for 
the  obvious  reason  that  if  we  were  to 
enl#Hatn  any  one  Amendment  we  eould 
not  consislently  refuee  our  aMent  to  the 
latroduelion  of  other  subj«*cts,  and  I 
think  eonaiderablo  oonfusiim  would  pro* 
bahly  reenlt.  I  may  also  say,  in  reic*rd 
to  one  of  the  Amendments  of  mhich 
Notioe  has  been  given,  n»lsting  to  th<« 
crofter  popnlata<in,  thst  mv  right  hon. 
Friend  near  me  ^Ur,  Tn^vefyan'  will  to- 
night give  Notice  of  his  intention  to 
innoduee  a  Bill,  on  a  vory  early  day. 


referenoe  to  that  subjeot.  Somueh 
for  the  subject  of  Procedure,  and  so 
muoh  for  the  subject,  urgent  undoubt- 
edly, of  tho  crofters.  After  that  the 
House  will,  I  am  sure,  have  regard  to 
the  date  which  we  have  now  reaehed. 
We  are  now  at  the  18th  of  Ft*bruary. 
There  are  eight  days  at  the  oommaad  of 
the  Government,  according  to  the  usage 
of  the  House,  between  this  time  and  the 
23nd  of  March,  on  or  about  which  date 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  introduce  a 
Financial  Bill  for  the  purpoee  of  ob- 
serving the  law  in  regard  to  the  Ao- 

.  counts  of  the  year  and  passing  the 
Estimates.  These  eight  days,  we  must 
calculate,  will  probably  be  required  in 
the  main  for  disposing  of  the  Hupple- 
mentary  flstimates  of  the  present  year, 
and  for  dealing  with  tho  great  Votes  of 
the  Military  and  Naval  Servicee,  in 
order  to  place  those  Services  in  cash, 
and,  in  conformity  with  usage,  to  enable 
the  Business  of  the  country  to  proceed 
in  a  regular  manner.  We  do  not,  there- 
fore, contemplate  any  serious  interrup- 
tion to  that  course  of  Business  within 
the  noriod  I  have  nami*d.  An  hon. 
Member  opposite,  the  Member  for  South 
Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston),  has  ffiven  me 
Notioe  of  his  intention  to  asa  a  Quea- 
tion  to-morrow  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  Ireland,  and  the  intentions 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  re- 
gards Ireland.  I  will  anticipate  the 
answer  to  the  Question  as  Mr  as  I 
am  able,  because  I  have  no  doubt 
the  House  will  make  all  due  allowanee 
for  the  ciroumstanoes  of  the  case,  not* 
withstanding  all  the  information  I  can 
give.  Sir,  from  the  first  moment — and 
we  first  moment  has  hardly  passed  since 
the  Cabinet  met  for  tho  first  time  on 
Monday— we  have  made  our  first  oare 
the  state  of  Ireland,  and  the  subject  will 
be  one  occupying  our  unceasing  atten- 
tion. I  may  say— for,  indeed,  it  has 
been  announced  in  the  addresses  of 
various  Members  of  the  Government  to 
their  constituents — that  we  do  not  pro* 
po*M»  to  me(>t  the  case  of  Ireland  by  sug- 
gesting to  the  House,  at  the  present 
moment,  the  ro*enactment  of  repressive 
criminal  legislation.  Of  course,  we  are 
well  aware,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  given  his  Notice  has  observed, 

j  that  the  state  of  Ireland  requires  the 
oloeest  attention,  and  is  not  to  be  dis- 
(N>sed  of  by  merelv  n<*gattve  assertion. 
Our  desire  is,  and  our  en'i<»avour  uill 
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be,  to  introduoe  measures  of  a  positive 
and  snbstantiye  character  in  the  Honse, 
which  may  deal  with  the  case  of  Ire- 
land in  the  various  aspects  in  which  it 
is  now  presented  to  us,  both  in  respect 
to  social  order,  which  must  necessarily 
be  on  all  occasions  the  question  first 
offering  itself  to  the  notice  of  an  Execu* 
t&ye  Government,  with  respect  to  the 
great  subject  of  land,  and  with  respect 
to  any  measure  which  requires  attention 
in  connection  with  the  future  govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  and  the  method  of  that 
government.  The  time  which  will  ne- 
cessarily be  occupied  with  the  financial 
Business  of  the  year  will  be  studiously 
applied  by  us  to  maturing  as  rapidly  as 
possible — {^Lafiffht0r  from  ihs  Oppoiiiion] 
— ^I  do  not  know  whether  the  implica- 
tion is  that  there  are  Oentlemen  in  this 
House  to  whom  the  state  of  Ireland  is  a 
subject  so  easy  that  they  have  in  their 
minds,  ready  for  production,  some 
simple  and  satisfaotoxy  method  of  deal- 
ing with  it.  That  is  not  our  view  of  the 
matter.  Our  view  is  that  the  subject  is 
one  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  one 
of  very  great  complexity  and  of  enor- 
mous responsibility.  Therefore,  we  shall 
not  fear  to  ask  the  House  for  such  time 
as  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  give  the 
subject  the  consideration  which  we  think 
it  requires.  I  was  about  to  say  that 
after  that  necessary  financial  Business 
has  been  gone  through — and  I  named 
the  S2nd  of  March  as  the  date  when  the 
House  will  probably  have  disposed  of 
the  most  urgent  matters  of  Supply — ^by 
that  time  I  shall  hope  to  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  some  further  indication  to 
the  House  as  to  either  the  whole  or  some 
part  of  the  proposals  we  may  have  to 
make  for^  dealing  with  the  substantive 
and  positive— and  I  hope  in  a  somewhat 
permanent  form — with  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  state  of  Ireland.  That,  Sir, 
is  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject  of 
the  course  of  Public  Business.  If  there 
is  any  other  question  which  hon.  Mem- 
bers wish  me  to  answer  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  do  so. 

Sib  MIOHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
We  shall,  Sir,  I  apprehend,  upon  the 
resumption  of  the  debate  on  the  Address 
in  answer  to  Her  Majesty's  Gracious 
Speech,  have  an  opportunity  of  com- 
menting upon  the  somewhat  surprising 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  reference  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  towards  Ireland.   It  woold 


not,  of  course,  be  in  Order  for  me  to 
make  any  comment  upon  that  matter 
now ;  but  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  be  good  enough  to  in- 
form us  precisely  of  the  grammatical 
Amendments-^as  he  has  been  pleased 
to  characterize  them — which  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  (Jovemment  to  make 
in  the  Address,  so  that  we  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  them 
before  being  called  upon  to  resume 
the  debate.  I  would  further  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentieman  whether  he  will 
pmce  on  the  Paper  the  terms  of  the  Be* 
ference  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  Procedure ;  and  whether  it  is 
his  intention  to  frame  any  Besolutions 
or  Standing  Orders  of  the  nature  of  those 
which  I  placed  on  the  Paper  when  I  was 
responsible  for  the  Business  of  the 
House,  in  order  to  give  that  Committee 
some  material  for  its  consideration  with 
the  authority  of  Her  Majesty's  (Jovom- 
ment? 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Un- 
doubtedly  I  will  place  upon  the  Table  the 
terms  of  the  Bef  erence  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee as  we  shall  propose  them  ;  and  I 
will  then  make  such  a  statement  of  our 
intentions  in  regard  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  as  I  hope  will,  in  sub- 
stance, meet  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentieman.  With  respect  to  the  gram- 
matical Amendments  which  we  propose 
to  make  in  the  Address,  I  will  explain 
them  at  once  to  the  right  hon.  Gmitle- 
man,  if  he  has  the  Address  in  his  hands 
and  will  be  good  enough  to  follow  me. 
I  conceive  the  Address  to  have  been 
substantially,  though  not  formally^ 
adopted  by  the  House  down  to  the 
word  *' tenure"  in  the  paragranh  re- 
lating to  agriculture  whicn  was  adopted 
upon  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Col* 
lings).  The  first  Amendment  is  in  the 
paragraph  relating  to  Ireland,  in  the 
last  paragraph  but  one  of  the  second 
page,  the  ninth  line  from  the  bottom  of 
the  page.  The  next  paragnph  will  not 
require  any  amendment  whatever,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  until  we  get  to  the  word 
"  leads,''  towards  the  close  of  the  para- 
graph. When  we  get  to  near  the  end 
of  the  paragraph,  in  the  fourth  line  from 
the  end,  I  shall  propose  to  substitute 
the  word  *'  led  "  for  the  word  *'  leads ; " 
and  in  the  last  line  but  one  to  substitute 
the  word  **  look  "  for  the  word  '*  looks." 
The  next  paragraph  relates  to  the  mea- 
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»arM  which  it  vft»theiDteDttonof  the  Ute 
Oorefamaat  to  aobmit  to  Parliamont ; 
but  •«  ve  could  not  Terr  vail  reoofcnixe 
•nj  retponnbilitj  in  reference  to  their 
tntentioBiy  I  propoee  to  rabetitute  the 
word  «'  would  '*  lor  the  word  "  will,"  in 
the  fint  line  of  that  pAragraph.  In  tho 
Ifttt  lino  but  one  of  the  same  paragraph, 
aftrr  the  word  "  Ireland,"  I  propose  to 
eubetituto  the  word  *'  was  "  for  the  word 
"  is; "  and  after  the  word  "  measures/' 
in  the  same  line,  to  substitute  the  word 
••  would "  for  tho  word  ••  will."  The 
next  Amendment  is  one  which  is  in- 
tended  to  oorroct  an  error  in  the  original 
drafting  of  the  Address.  The  last  para- 
graph but  two  of  the  Address  runs 
thus— "Ilnmblj  to  thank  Hor  Ma- 
jcstT  that  a  Bill  for  facilitating  the  rale 
cif  (Hebe  Lands,"  and  so  forth.  That 
pasMgf*  will  roquire  the  insertion  of  cer- 
tain words.  We  do  not  mean  to  bo 
critics  of  the  stjlo  of  those  who  hare 
gfiuo  before  us ;  but  we  think  the  para- 
graph reauirea  tho  inik^rtton  of  somo 
words  ^>  thank  Her  Majesty  for  making 
known  to  us  that  tho  Dili  for  the  sale  of 
Glebe  Lands  '*  would  "  be  introduced. 
Thim,  in  the  second  line,  I  propose  to 
strike  out  the  word  **  will,"  and  insert 
the  word  *'  would."  The  next  para- 
graph^the  last  but  one— does  not 
appear  to  require  any  amendment 
whaterer ;  and  m  the  last  paragraph  we 
propose  to  strike  out  ncarl j  the  whole 
of  the  second  line.    The  paragraph  now 


**llamb]j  tf>  ««i«ro  H«  r  Majtfttx  that  our 
rmrrfnl  rundJrrmtton  thAll  bo  ^irtn  U>  tho  lub- 
jmrim  vbirh  Her  Majeily  haa  rrcoaim#nd«d  to 
vn  Att««U<m,  sad  to  the  mesaorea  which  may 
hr  lalaMttii  to  aa.*' 

<  »f  ooune,  we  cannot  refer  to  the  sub- 
}rti%  and  measurtHi  which  the  late  Go- 
vsrameot  pruposfKl  to  submit ;  and  we, 
therefore,  prop^Me  that  the  last  para- 
graph should  read  a«  follows:— > 

**  If  ««bly  to  aatarv  II*  r  XL  »;*  <y  that  cor 
rafvlvl  mtMidrf»tt<«  ahall  Xm  gi%m  to  thn 
■MMMWS  which  may  ba  aubmittcd  to  aa.'* 

Thaee  are  the  Amendments  which  wo 
propoee. 

QUEaTIONS. 


IIOrTH.EAKTEKN  RUROPR^ORBRCR 
AKD  TURKBr. 

Ma.  JOSEPH  OOWEN :  I  wish  to  ask 
the  Fiiat  Lord  of  the  Tiensury,  Whether 


he  is  in  a  position  to  inform  the  House 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of 
Greece ;  what  action  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
▼emment  will  take  in  the  erent  of  tho 
Greek  Fleet  attempting  to  attack  the 
Turkish  ports ;  ana,  wnother  the  Go* 
Temment  is  acting  in  concert  with  all 
the  Powers  of  Europe ;  and,  if  not,  what 
Powers  hsTo  dissented  ? 

Th»  FIH8T  LORD  (Mr.  W.  R 
Gladstonb):  I  should  like  to  answer 
the  Question  with  the  greatost  caution. 
I  should  hsTo  answered  with  greater 
adTantage  if  I  had  had  a  little  Notice 
of  the  Question  ;  but  I  have  before  me 
the  substance  of  a  statement  which  will 
bo  made  by  mj  noble  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  My  noble  Friend  and 
his  Colleagues  with  him  are  of  opinion 
that  it  would  bo  most  injurious  that 
there  should  at  this  moment  be  any  am- 
biguity as  to  the  riews  and  intentions  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  It  might 
be  most  injurious  to  leave  in  doubt 
what  those  views  and  intentions  are. 
We  recognize  the  critical  state  of  affairs 
in  Eastern  Europe,  and  we  are  awaro 
how  much  depends  upon  the  action 
which  may  be  taken  in  respect  of 
Ctreeco.  The  affairs  in  the  Iktlkans 
are  by  no  means  settled ;  but,  of  course, 
those  affairs  may  be  very  materially 
affected  by  what  hanpens  in  regard  to 
(Greece.  Beference  has  been  made  in' 
the  Question  to  the  Concert  of  Europe, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  full  satisfac- 
tion that  the  Great  Powers  of  Europe 
have  been  acting  together  upon  this  occa- 
sion ;  and  in  the  spirit  of  that  Concert 
we  shall,  undoubtedly,  continue  to  act. 
It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us  to  be  able 
to  follow  without  any  deviation,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  in  the  course  which  appears 
to  us,  according  to  our  be»t  knowledge, 
to  have  be<»n  marked  out  by  our  Preoe- 
cessors  in  Ortire  with  renpect  to  this  very 
important  question  of  peace  in  Esstem 
Europo.  On  rntering  Office  I  msy  say 
that  the  very  first  step  taken  by  us  was 
to  ascertain  precii*ely — in  fsct,  it  was 
taken  by  myself  individually  at  the  mo- 
ment wnen'l  had  accepted  Office  at  the 
hantia  of  Her  Msj<^ty — to  ascertain 
exactly  the  state  of  the  engagements  of 
the  late  Government— that  being  tho 
point  which  it  was  our  first  doty  to  con- 
sider— and  to  let  it  be  known  beyond  all 
possibility  of  doubt  that  these  engage- 
ments would  be  strictly  adhered  to.    Of 


587 


Priioni 


{COMMONS} 


(IrelantF). 


58B 


course,  it  is  possible  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  engagements  and  the  policy 
which  led  to  those  engagements ;  but  I 
am  bound  to  say  that,  while  adopting 
the  engagements  as  a  matter  of  good 
faith,  we  see  no  reason  to  separate  our- 
selves from  a  policy  which  we  belieye  to 
be  directed  to  the  peace  of  Europe  and  to 
the  maintenance  of  public  right,  and  I 
must  also  say,  in  our  judgment,  to  the 
true  interests  of  Greece  herself.  I 
think  that  is  the  substance  of  what  will 
bo  said  by  my  noble  Friend  in  the  other 
House. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  COWEN :  I  only  fur- 
ther wish  to  ask  whether  all  the  Powers 
are  in  concert  on  this  question,  or 
whether  there  is  anyone  dissenting  ? 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  The  Note 
which  formed  the  basis  of  our  proceed- 
ings is  a  CoUectiTe  Note  to  which  all  the 
BIZ  Qrent  Powers  are  parties;  and  all 
the  six  Powers  have,  I  believe,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  as  far  as  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  their  proceedings,  urged 
upon  Gh'eece  the  wisdom  and  expediency 
of  adopting  the  course  recommended  in 
the  Note. 

THE    ECCLESIASTICAL   COMMIS- 
SIONERS—EXTRAORDINARY 
TITHE. 

Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON  asked  the 
Bight  honourable  gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  University  of  Oxford,  as  an 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioner,  Whether 
he  has  seen  a  Eeport  in  Th^  Tunbridge 
TFelU  AdcertUeFy  of  the  5th  February 
instant,  of  a  trial  in  the  Tunbridge 
County  Court  of  Kent  (Eden  v.  Vinson), 
by  which  it  appears  that  a  Mr.  Charles 
Gideon  Stevens,  a  witness  who  described 
himself  as  ''the  Agent  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners"  assisted  the 
Vicar  of  Ticehurst  in  the  levying  of  a 
distress  for  extraordinary  tithe;  and, 
whether  it  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
Kcclesiastical  Commissioners  or  their 
agents  to  assist  clergymen  to  distrain  for 
the  recovery  of  extraordinary  tithe ;  and, 
if  Dot,  whether  the  Commissioners  will 
instruct  their  agents  not  to  interfere  in 
such  matters  in  future  ? 

Sir  JOHN  B.  MOWBRAY,  in  reply, 
said,  Mr.  Stevens  was  not  an  agent  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and 
that  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  or  their 
agents  to  assist  clergymen  to  distrain 
for  extraordinary  tithes ;  and  they  were 
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not  aware  that  in  any  case  any  of  their 
agents  had  ever  interfered  in  such 
matters. 

PRISONS  (IRELAND)-.MOUNTJOY 
CONVICT  PRISON. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  representations 
made  by  the  Catholic  Chaplain  in 
Mountjoy  Convict  Prison,  and  published 
in  the  last  Report  of  the  General  Pri- 
sons Board,  with  regard  to  the  punish- 
ments inflicted  in  that  prison ;  and, 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  men,  the  ma- 
jority of  them  weak  in  body  as  well  as 
in  mind,  sometimes  to  the  number  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  at  a  time,  are  chained 
at  the  right  wrist  and  the  right  ankle 
with  a  chain  varying  in  weight  from  five 
to  ten  pounds,  and  sometimes  so  kept 
day  and  night,  without  intermission,  for 
months  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Joux 
Morley):  I  have  seen  the  chaplain's 
letter  referred  to  in  the  Question,  and 
have  been  furnished  with  a  Report  from 
the  General  Prisons  Board,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  mechanical  restraint 
of  a  chain  is  adopted  in  the  case  of  cer- 
tain refractory  convicts,  and  it  is  used  in 
England  as  well  as  in  Ireland.  It  is 
regarded  as  of  a  more  humane  character 
than  the  alternative  of  separate  confine- 
ment, as  it  permits  of  dangerous  pri- 
soners taking  exercise  and  being  em- 
ployed in  public  work.  It  is  never 
applied  until  after  medical  examination  ; 
and  prisoners  wearing  it  are  put  under 
periodical  report  with  a  view  to  its  re- 
moval as  soon  as  safety  permits.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Mountjoy  Prison  states 
that— 

'^  In  no  case  bsi  he  or  would  he  certify  s  pri- 
soner to  bo  fit  for  tuch  rostrsint  if  he  were  weak 
in  body  or  mind.** 

If  the  hon.  Member  will  kindly  look  at 
Appendix  31  of  the  Board's  Annual  Re- 
port he  will  see  that  particulars  are  pub- 
lished of  all  cases  in  which  convict  pri- 
soners have  been  placed  under  this  or 
other  restraints.  I  should  add  that  the 
heaviest  chain  applied  is  stated  to  weigh 
only  4i  lbs.,  while  a  lighter  one  is  gene- 
rally used;  and  that,  at  the  present 
moment,  out  of  698  male  conviots  in 
Mountjoy  Prison,  only  three  are  wearing 
chains. 

Mn.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  to 
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r<-Ad,  on  thU  quattioQ,  the  Boport  of  the 
Kojal  OonuniMion  which  reported  a  few 

rBI90K8  (IRHLAKD)-^UICIDBS  IN 
UALWAT  GAOL. 

Mr.  ARTHUBO'OONNOB  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
cif  Ireland,  TVliether  he  haa  obeerred, 
frcnn  the  laftt  Beport  of  the  Prisons 
Board,  that  the  onlj  prison  in  which 
eaictde  oeenrred  in  the  year  1884-5  was 
Galwaj  Gaol ;  and  that  there,  within 
twelTe  woeka,  three  prisoners  oommitted 
■oktde  bj  hanging;  and,  whether  any 
special  inre ^ligation  was  made  into  the 
amunstanees  of  the  prison,  or  the  treat- 
]&«*nt  of  the  prisoners  thorein  ? 

The  CHIEF  8ECBETABY  Mr  Jonx 
MoaLKT*  :  The  three  cases  of  snidde 
rpferred  to  br  the  hon.  Gentleman  were 
inTentigated  br  Coroner's  inquests ;  and 
the  jnry  decided  in  each  case  that  no 
blame  attached  to  any  of  the  prison 
iifBciab.  In  one  ease  a  special  inquiir 
was  held  by  a  member  of  the  Board, 
who  same  to  a  like  condnsion.  The 
pnton  was  risited  three  times  last  year 
by  I>r.  MacCabe,  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Bn«rd ;  and  ho  certifies  that  the  treat- 
ment of  the  prisoners  there  is  humane 
and  eonsiderate. 

LiMAL  OOVERKMENT  BOARD  (IRE- 
L.iKI>— REIN)RT  OF  INSPECTOtt  ON 
THE  PROPOSED  AUAUiAMATlON  i»F 
I1«T1<»NS  OF  THE  IH^NOUiaiMORE 
rSfoN  WITH  THE  CXIONS  OF  ROS- 
TKEA  AND  ABBEYLEIX. 

Ma.  Airrnr B  0T<  )XX0B  asked  the 
riit<»f  Serretarr  to  the  liord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Wnethor  the  Local  Oovem- 
ment  Board  harp  yet  considered  the 
B4>port  of  their  Inspector  upon  the  pio- 
poeed  amalgamation  of  portions  of  the 
jVynougfamore  Union  with  the  Unions  of 
I^lScr<Hl  and  Abbetleix ;  and,  how  soon 
their  d^^nion  will  be  madv  known  ? 

The  CUIKF  SETBETABY  ;Mr.  Joinc 
MoaLST):  The  Beport  has  not  yet 
n«ch«Hl  the  I/)cal  QoTemment  Board. 
I  understand  the  Inspector  awaits  some 
important  Betoms  to  enable  him  to  com- 
plete it. 

IHLAKD  NAVIUATIOK  AND  DRAINAGE 
(laSLAKD)-THE  BARROW. 

Ma.  ABTHUB  O'COXNOB  aaked 
tka  Pinaactal  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Wbatbar  tka   Boyal  Oommission,  ap- 


pointed last  rear  to  inquire  into  the 
orainage  of  tne  Barrow,  haa  yet  ren- 
dered its  Beport ;  and,  if  not,  how  aoon 
it  is  likely  to  finish  the  inquiry  ? 

Thx  CUIEF  SEOBETAJtT  ( Mr.  Jorh 
Moblit)  (who  replied)  said :  Sir,  as  the 
Irish  Ooremment  are  reaponaible  for 
this  Oommission,  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler)  has  asked  me  to  answer 
this  Question.  The  Beport  reaohed  us 
yesterday,  and  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  without  loss  of  time. 

HIOU  COURT  OF  JUSTICB-THE  LONG 

VACATION. 

Ma.  AKTHUB  0*OONNOB  asked  Mr. 
Attorney  General,  Whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  possibility  of  making  arrange- 
ments for  prerentiog  the  annual  delay 
in  Taxation  and  other  Chamber  business 
during  erery  Long  Vacation  in  both  the 
Queen's  Bench  and  Chance^  DiTisions  F 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENEBAL  (Mr. 
CiiARLK8  Bussell},  iu  reply,  said,  he 
had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Ix»rd 
Chancellor  to  the  inoouTenience  referred 
to,  and  he  hoped  steps  would  be  taken 
to  remedy  it.  Indeed,  some  steps  in 
that  direction  had  already  been  taken. 

UURIAL    ACT,    ISSO^-BURIAL   AT 
CUELMSFORD. 

Mb.  CABYELL  WILLIAMS  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  he  haa  seen  in 
Tk0  E*$$x  Wtekl^  JVVir«,  of  January  16tli, 
a  statement  to  the  effect,  that  at  the 
burial  of  Mrs.  Grinter,  of  Springfield, 
Chelmsford,  a  Wesleyan,  under  the 
Burial  Ad  of  ISSO,  the  grave  was  dusr 
in  an  isolated  pc^on  of  the  burial 
ground^  near  a  rubbiah  heap,  and  where 
Uie  mouraera  had  to  stand  nearly  ankle- 
deep  in  mud ;  and  also  that  the  gates  of 
the  churchyard  through  which  the  burial 
mund  is  ordinarilr  approached  were 
looked  by  order  of  the  Bererend  A. 
Pearson,  the  Bector,  and  the  mourners 
were  obliged  to  enter  through  a  gate 
used  only  for  carts  and  workmen ;  whe- 
ther he  will  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and,  should  they  be  authenticated, 
if  ho  will  cause  proceedings  to  be  insti- 
tuted against  Uie  Bector  for  obstructing 
the  bunal ;  and,  if  he  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  including  in  any  measore 
for  improred  local  goTemment  the  trans- 
fer of  the  control  of  parochial  burial 
grounds  to  authorities  aleoted  by  the 
parishioDera? 
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Tm  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
CuiLDEBs) :  In  reply  to  the  lion.  Member 
I  have  to  say  that  I  have  received  a 
Report  from  the  clergyman  of  the  parish, 
together  with  a  map,  showing  the  exact 
arrangement  of  the  ground.  It  appears 
that  the  gate  made  use  of  on  this  occa- 
sion was  certainly  the  nearest  approach 
to  the  grave,  and  the  only  public  entrance. 
Oonsidering,  however,  the  inclement 
state  of  the  weather  and  the  presence  of 
the  heap  of  rubbish,  of  which  the  clergy- 
man said  he  was  not  aware,  it  would,  no 
doubt,  have  been  bettor  if  the  gato  had 
been  unlocked  and  acoees  allow^  by  the 
cleaner  path.  But  it  does  not  seem  a 
mattor  xor  any  further  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  Stato.  With 
regfu^  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Ques- 
tion, I  am  not  at  present  in  a  position  to 
express  any  defimto  opinion. 

POOR  LAW— OUTDOOR  RELIEF  DXTRIKG 
THE  EXISTING  DISTRESS. 

Mb.  ISAACS :  I  wish  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  a  Question  of 
which  I  have  g^ven  him  privato  Notice — 
namely.  Whether,  having  regard  to  the 
large  amount  of  distress  now  unhappily 
prevailing  consequent  upon  the  want  of 
employment  among  artizaos  and  others, 
Her  Majesty's  GK>vemment  were  pre- 
pared to  name  an  early  day  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Motion  on  the  Paper 
■ogg^ting  that  the  Local  GoTemment 
Board  should  be  instructed  tomporarily 
to  relax  their  rules  as  to  the  granting  of 
outdoor  relief? 

Thb  FIEST  lord  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stoke)  :  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will 
put  the  Question  to  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  as  it  more 
regularly  refers  to  that  Department,  and 
the  Question  is  new  to  me. 

Mb.  ISAACS :  I  put  it  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  it  was  at  his  suggestion  that  I  now 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  the  Queetion. 
I  have  copies  of  the  correspondence. 
[^'Order!"] 

Mb.  W.  £.  GLADSTONE  (after  a 
brief  consultation  with  Mr.  Chambkb- 
LAiif )  said :  I  understand  that  there  is  a 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Member. 
The  effect  of  the  answer  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  was  that  he  had  not  control 
of  the  Business  of  the  House. 

Mb.  ISAACS :  And  suggested  that  I 
should  put  the  Queetion  to  the  Leader 
of  Her  jCajeety*s  Government    I  beg 


to  throw  myself  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  while  I  read  the  letter  received 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
I  should  not  have  taken  this  stop  if  my 
statement  had  not  been  doubted.  {Criet 
o/*'Agreed!"] 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  There  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  need  of  explanation  on 
the  part  of  the  hon.  Member.  If  ho 
proposes  to  put  his  Question  to  the 
Prime  Minister  he  is  perfectly  at  liberty 
to  do  BO. 

Mb.  ISAACS  :  I  have  put  the  Ques- 
tion, and  the  Prime  Minister  has  sug- 
fested  to  me  that  I  should  have  ad- 
ressed  it  to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Gt)vemment  Board.  I  did  so  address  it. 
Mb.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  address  himself  to  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  he  will,  no 
doubt,  receive  an  answer. 

Mb.  ISAACS :  Then,  Sir,  with  the 
leave  of  the  House  I  will  address  tho 
Question  to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  I  will  take  the 
opportunity  of  asking  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  the  letter  which  I 
hold  in  my  hands  from  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  was  written  at  his  di- 
rection— 

'*  Sir, — I  am  directed  bv  Mr.  Chsmherlain  to 
acknowled^  the  receipt  of  yoar  oommunicatioa 
of  the  9th  instant,  and  to  remind  yon  that  it  ia 
not  within  hia  power  to  regulate  the  BuaineM  of 
the  Honao  of  Commons.  Mr.  Chamberlain  can 
only  suggest  that  your  Question  might  be  ad> 
dressed  to  the  Prime  Biinister  on  the  re  ■■inin* 
bling  of  Parliament  F*' 

I  thereupon  wrote  to  the  Prime  Minister 
a  letter,  of  which  I  have  a  copy,  telling 
him  it  was  my  intention  to  address  a 
Question  to  him  on  the  re*assembling  of 
the  House. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
am  not  quite  certain  what  tho  Queetion 
put  to  me  is.  Certainly,  I  admit  the 
authenticity  of  the  letter  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  just  read.  Ue  has  not, 
however,  read  the  letter  to  which  it  was 
a  reply ;  but  that  was  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  a  Motion  on  the  Paper,  and  he 
wished  to  know  from  mo  whether  the 
Qovemment  would  give  facilities  for  its 
discussion  ?  I  made  the  reply  which  tho 
hon.  Member  has  read.  Of  course,  I 
assumed  that  he  would  communicate 
with  the  Prime  Minister,  and  gave  him 
full  Notice  that  he  proposed  to  ask  a 
Question  with  regard  to  the  Business  of 
the  House.    I  may  add  that  if  the  hon. 
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If  ambor  denrM  to  call  attdntion  to  the 
•ahject-nuttter  of  hia  Motion  I  cannot 
(Mmeiaira  that  ha  vill  hare  any  difficulty 
in  doing  to  dnrinff  the  debate  on  the 
Addiaaa,  and  I  ahaU  bo  prepared  to  give 
lum  any  infonnation  in  my  power. 


DISTTRBAXCra  IK  THE  METROPOLIS 

—ACTION  OF  THE  HOME  DEPART- 

MBNT-EXPLAKATIOX. 

Ma.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  have  to  aak 
the  8<«cretary  of  Htato  for  Home  Affairs 
m  Quection  of  which  I  hare  given  him 
prtrate  Notice  —  namely.  Whether  he 
vill  giro  the  Uouao  any  explanation  of 
the  entire  absence  of  any  oreparation 
fur  the  maintenance  of  order  in  the 
atreets  of  the  Metropolis  on  Monday 
weak  lastv  on  the  occasion  of  a  demon« 
atration  in  Trafalgar  Square;  why  a 
•mall  mob  was  allowed  to  commit  riot 
and  robbeiy  for  nearly  two  hours  with- 
ool  any  attempt  whaterer  being  made 
dorinf^  that  time  on  the  part  of  the  au- 
thoritiea  to  put  an  end  to  the  disturb- 
ance or  to  arrest  the  offenders ;  whether 
•t«pa  hare  bt«en  taken  to  preyent  the 
|ioasibiltty  of  the  repetition  of  each  dis- 
graceful proceedings ;  what  orders  were 
given  to  the  police  by  the  Home  Office 
on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  how  the 
•nfferera  by  the  disturbances  are  to  be 
compensated  ? 

Loan  ALGERNON  PEBCT :  Before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  I 
would  aak  him  whether  he  will  state  to 
the  Ilottse  the  precautions,  if  any,  taken 
prsTioos  to  the  meeting  in  Trafalgar 
Square  on  February  8  to  prevent  a 
breach  of  the  peace  at  that  meeting; 
what  orders  the  police  had  received  as 
to  their  behaviour  at  the  meeting ;  and 
from  whom  those  orders  had  proceeded  ; 
what  communieations  and  orders  had 
pasaed  between  the  police  and  the  Home 
Uffioe  during  the  day  of  February  8,  and 
at  what  tim<*  such  c«>mmuuications  took 
place;  and,  whether  it  is  tht*  intention  of 
tier  Majesty's  Government  to  provide 
fuU  eomoensation  for  those  who  have 
suffared  lose  of  property,  and  in  some 
cases  ruin,  in  consequence  of  the  riot  of 
February  8? 

Hta  R0Bf3tT  FOWLER :  I  beg  to 
aak  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
he  willy  beibte  he  answers  the  Question, 
give  to  thoee  who  think  that  the  eonduct 
of  the  police  in  this  matter  has  been 
arossly  maligned  an  opportoaity  of 
aisenasing  that  moat  importantoneslion  F 


Tbb  SECRETARY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
Childers)  :  I  have  received  on  this 
most  important  question,  as  mv  hon. 
Friend  has  just  said,  no  less  than  11 
Notices  of  Questions;  and  I  am  most 
anxious  to  give  the  House  the  very 
fullest  answer  in  my  power  to  those 
Questions.  It  appears  to  me,  consider- 
ing how  much  those  Questions  dovetail 
into  each  other,  and  refer  to  differiut 
times  and  different  days  in  connection 
with  the  events  of  last  Monday  week, 
that  perhaps  it  would  be  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  House  if,  instead  of 
giving  a  dry  answer  to  each  Question  as 
it  oomes  up,  I  give  to  the  House  a 
narrative,  as  short  as  I  can  make  it,  of 
the  events  to  which  these  Questions 
refer ;  and  theUi  if  I  have  missed  any 
point  in  these  Questions,  I  will  conclude 
by  answering  that  particular  point 
separately.  If  that  is  the  wish  of  the 
House,  I  will  give  now  the  beat  narra- 
tive I  can  of  this  moat  lamentable  event. 
I  returned  on  Saturday,  late  in  the  even- 
ing, from  receiving  from  Her  Majesty 
the  i:>eals  of  the  Home  Office;  and  on 
Monday  the  8th,  at  11  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  I  took  over  the  business  of  tho 
Office.  It  was  my  first  duty  to  see  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Department 
itself,  and  also  to  see  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  the  Departments  under  the  Home 
Office.  Of  the  latter,  of  course,  the 
Chief  Commissioner  and  the  Assistant 
Commissioner  of  Police  were  among  the 
first ;  and  I  specially  requested  them  to 
see  me  as  early  as  they  oonld  in  the  day, 
in  order  that  I  might  ask  them  what 
had  been  done  in  respect  to  the  meeting 
in  Trafalgar  Square,  which  waa  gather- 
ing at  the  veiy  time  I  saw  them.  I  saw 
them,  I  think,  between  12  and  I  o'clock 
that  day,  and  I  naked  them  to  tell  me 
what  arrangements  th<nr  had  made  in 
view  of  that  meeting.  Tbey  assured  me 
they  had  taken  ample  precautions  for 
the  preeervation  of  the  peace;  and  they 
told  me  they  had  given  the  same  assur- 
ance to  my  right  hon.  Friend  and  Pre- 
deceesor  .  Sir  K.  Aashoton  Cross),  who 
held  the  Seals  of  the  Department  up  to 
the  evening  of  the  previous  Friday,  and 
whom  they  saw  ou  Friday  morning. 
They  told  me  more  than  the^  hiul 
been  able  to  state  at  that  time  to 
my  Predeceaeory  becauae  they  were 
able  to  give  me  the  exact  number 
of  persons  whom  thev  nroposed  to  am* 
ploj.    They  had  deaidea  to  employ  oa 
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the  oooasion  560  men  in  reeerre  round 
Trafalgar  Square,  besides  the  double 
patrols  in  the  Square  and  the  men  who 
were  necessary  to  guard  the  Monument 
and  the  works  in  the  Square  itself.  The 
House  is  doubtless  aware  that  on  these 
occasions  it  has  neyer  been  the  custom — 
indeed,  it  has  always  been  considered 
unwise — ^to  show  what  is  called  the  entire 
force  you  haye  at  your  disposal,  from  the 
natural  fear  of  irritating  the  populace 
by  showing  a  large  number  of  police- 
men ;  but  the  whole  of  that  force  was,  as 
I  have  said,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Square — part  of  it  in  the  Square 
itself,  and  560  men  at  the  police  office 
close  by,  and  in  what  is  known  as  the 
St.  George's  Barracks,  on  the  North  side 
of  the  Square.  I  asked  the  Chief  Ck>m- 
missioner  and  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner whether  they  were  aware  of  the 
special  character  of  the  meeting— that 
this  mooting  was  not,  as  many  of  those 
with  which  they  had  to  deal— called  and 
frequented  by  persons  with  one  single 
object,  but  was  a  meeting  in  which  two 
antagonistic  bodies  were  expected  to 
take  part.  They  told  me  they  were  fully 
aware  of,  and  had  made  fuU  allowance 
for,  that  fact ;  that  they  had  determined 
to  bring  together  a  very  much  larger 
force  of  pouce  than  would  haye  been 
brought  together  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances ;  and  they  explained  to  mo  the 
communications  which  had  taken  place 
on  the  subject,  and  what  was  the  opi- 
nion of  what  was  known  as  the  Working 
Men's  Committee— 'I  belieyo  the  proper 
title  is  the  London  United  Workmen's 
Committee — who  wrote  to  them  for  the 
first  time  on  the  1st  instant,  the  Monday 
preceding  the  Monday  to  which  I  am 
referring.  That  is  the  answer  to  one  of 
the  Questions.  They  said  that  not  only 
had  they  provided  a  very  much  larger 
force  of  men  than  would  have  been  the 
case  under  other  circumstances,  but  that 
the  Chief  Commissioner  himself  would 
bo  on  the  ground  during  the  day ;  and 
that  was,  I  believe,  the  case.  Perhaps,  in 
passing,  I  may  inform  the  Uouse  that  it  is 
not  the  custom  of  the  Police  Department 
to  submit  detailed  arrangements  as  to  the 
handling,  or  as  to  the  numbers,  of  police 
on  these  occasions  to  the  Homo  Office. 
All  that  is  done — and  this  was  done  in 
the  present  case — waa  to  furnish  the 
Home  Offloe  with  the  printed  order,  de- 
tailing the  number  of  men,  and  how 
they  were  to  be  employed;  and  thati 
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which  is  sent  as  usual  to  the  Home 
Office  for  record,  was  received  by  the 
Home  Office  in  the  early^  part  of  that 
day.  Well,  Sir,  with  these  assurances 
and  these  details  given  me  by  the  Chief 
Commissioner  and  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioner, I  felt  no  anxiety  as  to  the 
power  of  the  police  to  deal  wisely  with 
what  might  arise  in  the  course  of  the 
day.  During  the  day  I  remained  at  the 
Home  Office,  except  for  a  little  more 
than  half-an-hour,  till  half-past  7  that 
afternoon,  attending  to  the  regular  work 
of  the  Office.  At  about  half -past  6 
o'clock  I  received  from  my  own  house  in 
Piccadilly  a  note  relating  to  other  mat- 
ters, but  which  mentioned  that  there  had 
been  a  riot  in  Piccadilly — \Lavghter] — 
and  that  certain  damage  had  been  done. 

(Renewed laughter,']  It  is  not,  Sir,  a 
iftughing  matter,  and  I  am  stating  to 
the  House  precisely  and  frankly  what 
occurred.  I  at  once  telephoned  from 
the  Home  Office  to  Scotland  Yard,  ask- 
ing for  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
message  which  had  so  reached  me ;  and 
a  little  before  7  o'clock  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  and  Colonel  Pearson,  the 
Chief  and  Assistant  Commissioners  of 
Police,  came  to  the  Home  Office,  and 
told  me,  in  general  terms,  what  had 
happened  duringthe  day,  especially  what 
had  happened  since  the  meeting  had 
broken  up — that  a  disorderly  body  of 
men  went  Westward,  doing  great  damage 
on  the  way,  through  Pall  Mall,  up  St. 
James'  Street,  in  Piccadilly,  and  then, 
after  passing  through  the  Park,  in  South 
Audley  Street  and  North  Audley  Street. 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson  reported  to  me 
that  at  that  time  there  was  no  further 
disturbance,  and  I  told  him  to  be  careful 
to  report  anything  which  might  arise, 
and  if  there  was  any  renewal  of  the  dis- 
turbance. However,  Sir,  nothing  of  the 
kind  occurred.  Perhaps,  at  this  moment, 
I  might  say,  what  is  evidently  not  the 
impression  of  some  hon.  Gentlemen,  that 
it  is  not,  and  never  was,  usual,  during 
the  progress  of  meetings  of  this  cha- 
racter, to  make  periodical  reporte  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  I  have  made 
careful  examination  of  the  question, 
and  I  am  stating  what  has  strictly 
occurred.  It  is  obvious  that,  in  the 
case  of  an  ordinary  meeting,  any  in- 
terference by  the  Secretary  of  Stato 
would  only  hamper  the  operations  of 
the  police.  But  it  is  usual,  and  alao 
proper^  to  report  any  incident  of  gre«l 
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coBMqiiMica  azternal  to  the  meeting; 
and  in  thi«  caae  I  am  only  teUtng  tbo 
HoQM.  without  any  romarks  or  obser- 
Tstioiif  of  ny  own,  what  Sir  Edmund 
n»ndenon  told  me^that  ho  was  wait- 
ing, b^ore  informing  me  of  what  had 
happened,  for  fall  reports  from  the  boto- 
rml  Inepectors  of  the  diriaions.    I  make 
BO  romark  upon  that  etatement.    I  pro- 
ceed to  what  happened  on  Taesday.    I 
came  to  the  Office  very  early  in  the  day, 
and  I  eonsidered  what  were  the  dutit^e 
that  wtr^  inenmbent  npon  me.    It  ap- 
peared to  mo  that  three  duties  lay  before 
ue — first,  to  take  most  actire  steps  to 
preT«*nt  any  recurrence  of  anything  ap- 
proaching the  disorders  of  the  day  be- 
foro,  and  also  to  take  the  mo(«t  efficient 
•tepe  to  calm  the  public  mind.  The  second 
was  the  duty  of  punishing  those  who 
insttgat«Ml  tho  riot  of  the  day  before ;  and 
the  third  was  to  inquire  whether  the  pro- 
feedings  of  that  day  were  due,  in  any 
degree,  to  official  nc^glect.    The  first  was 
oar  primary  duty,  and  I  will  tell  the 
TIouso  what  I  did  in  that  matter.    In 
th««  fimt  place,  I  instructed  the  Chief 
OoDunissioner   of    Police    at   once    to 
strengthen  his  force  br  calling  up  all 
the  recruits  who  had  been  already  ac- 
(«*pted.    This  gare  him  immediately  an 
additional  force  of  500  men,  and  those  I 
arranged  with  him  should  be  sent  at 
once  to  the  leaa  eiposod  divisions  of  the 
town,  so  that  the  beet  men  could  be 
brought  in  from  thoee  divisions  to  help 
to  keep  ord<T  in  the  more  exiv.>sed  and 
central  diTiAions.     In  the  second  place,  I 
a«k**d  the  War  Department  to  instruct 
the  0<»neral  Gommanding  the  Ilomo  Dis- 
trict  to  hold  at  our  immediate  disposal 
men  belonging  to  each  battalion  of  the 
Foot  Guards  and  each  regiment  of  the 
Household  Cavalry,  and  thus  in  that 
way  to  add  several  thou^nd  men  to  the 
force  we  might  renuin«  to  meH   any 
enn'rgenry.     lyml  Wol^elev.  the  Adju- 
tant (leneral,  rame  to  the  ilome  Office, 
and  the»o  arrangements  were  conn»rtcd 
with  him;  and  I  made  a1w>  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  ma^»t rates  to  accom- 
pany the  military  force  who  might  bo 
railed  out  to  aA%ist  the  police.    Thirdly. 
I  inttructofl  the  Chief  Commissioner  to 
take  all  poaaible  measures  to  calm  the 

EuhUe  mfnd.  I  will  here  say  at  once  there 
I  no  truth  whatever  in  the  statements 
wUch  have  appeared  to  the  effect  that  j 
orders  were  issued,  either  by  the  Home  | 
Office  or  the  Police  Authoritaea,  to  batri* . 


698 

cade  atreeta  or  houaea,  or  to  warn  trades- 
men to  ahut  up  their  ahopa.  I  have 
looked  very  carefully  into  thia,  and  I 
find  theee  rumours  which  have  been  so 

Srovalent  were  abaolutely  without  foun- 
ation.    [**No,  no!"]    It  ia  poaaible, 
of  oourae,  that  out  of  13,000  conatabloa, 
some  individual  constable,  without  au- 
thority,  may  have  used  langua(p>  which 
was  not  of  a  prudent  or  pactfvmg  cha- 
raoter ;  I  have  to  say  distinctly  that  no 
such  orders  were  either  directly  or  indi* 
rectly  given  bv  the  Home  Office,  or  by 
the  heads  of  the  police,  and  that  these 
remarkable  telegrams  I  have  received 
during  Tueaday  and  Wedneaday,  each 
of  which  waa  the  aubject  of  inveatiga- 
tion,  were  thoroughly  unfounded.    The 
result  of  these  measures  was  that  by 
Thursday    these    appre^enaiona    had 
calmed  down,  and  tne  public  felt  that 
the  arrangementa  made  by  the  police 
under  our  auperintendence  were  auffi- 
cient.    The  aecond  duty  which  it  ap- 
peared to  me  was  incumbent  upon  me 
waa  to  bring  the  iuatigatora  to  juatioo, 
and  I  tell  the  Houae  what  we  did  in 
thia  respect.   Theae  isatigatora  were  not 
peraona  connected  with  either  the  Fair 
Trade  movement  or  the  leadera  of  the 
unemployed,   who    had    convened    tho 
meeting;  but  they  were  the  Soeialtst 
agitators,  who  came  in  auch  numbera  to 
the  Square.    No  delay  waa  allowed  to 
occur  m  dealing  with  these  men.    Early 
on  Tuestlay  I  called  a  meeting  at  the 
Home  Office  of  tho  three  Under  Secre- 
taries  there,  of  ono  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Police,  and  of  the  Tressuty  Solicitor  ; 
and,    after  taking  preliminary    steps, 
those  gentlemen  met  again  a  short  time 
afterwards  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
Attorney  General  waa  present  on  the 
occasion.     We  decided  at  once  that  the 
head  of  the  Criminal  Inveatigation  De« 
partment  of  the  Police— that   ia,   Mr. 
Monroo— should  at  onct*  coUf  ct  evidence, 
and,  with  the  aid  of  the  Treaauiy  8<ilt- 
citor,  ahould  get  up  aa  rapidly  aa  poa- 
•ibie  a  proper  case  for  summary  pro- 
ceedings against  these  people;  ana  on 
Wednesday,  the  following  nay,  the  evi- 
dence so  collected  was  reported  to  me  at 
the  Home  Office.     On  Thursday  a  fresh 
meeting  of  tho«o  who  had  met  before 
t4M>k  place  at  the  Home  Office,  at  which 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  ooUeoted  was 
carefully  eonsidered ;  and  I  then  found 
that  the  prevalent  opinion  waa  that  pio- 
oeedinga  ought  to  ha  takan,  not  in  the 
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nature  of  fuiiimarv  proceedtngSy  but 
that  the  people  ought  to  be  oommitted, 
if  the  magistrate  would  commit  them, 
for  trial  in  the  usual  way  by  iudiotmeut. 
This  view  was  supported  by  the  most 
eminent  legal  opinion ;  and  I  hare  to 
tender  my  thanks  to  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  f'riend  the  Member  for  Bury 
(Sir  Henry  James),  who  was  the  Attor- 
ney Oeneral  in  the  last  Liberal  Gt>Tern- 
ment,  and  who,  in  the  necessary  and 
enforced  absence  of  the  present  Attorney 
General  that  evening,  rendered  us  most 
valuable  assistance.  I  gave,  accord- 
ingly, final  instructions  on  Friday  to  the 
Treasury  Solicitors  for  the  necessary 
steps  to  be  taken  for  the  prosecution  of 
these  persons.  The  summonses  were,  I 
beliere,  issued  on  the  following  day. 
They  were  returnable  on  Wednesday  last. 
The  four  defendants  were  brought  before 
the  magistrate,  and  from  that  moment 
the  matter  left  my  hands,  and  will  be 
dealt  with  according  to  the  usual  processof 
law.  So  much  for  me  steps  whicii  we  took 
to  punish  the  instigators  of  these  riots. 
Meanwhile  we  were  considering  the 
third  branch  of  my  duty  in  this  respect 
—that  is,  the  best  way  of  inquiring  into 
the  disturbances,  and  especially  into  the 
conduct  of  the  police  i  n  connection  with  the 
matter.  My  personal  difficulty,  in  which 
I  am  sure  I  shall  have  some  sympathy 
from  the  House,  was  that  I  haaonly 
gone  to  the  Home  Office  on  the  yeiy  day 
that  the  Department  itself  was  new  to 
me.  I  had  never  served  as  Under  Secre- 
tary at  the  Home  Office.  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  police  arrangements, 
except  that  which  any  Member  of  the 
Government  might  have ;  and  I  thought 
I  should  be  undertaking  a  very  serious 
business  with  considerable  inexperience 
if  I  decided  to  act  alone  in  an  inquiry 
under  these  circumstances,  I  therefore 
asked  four  Gentlemen  to  associate  them- 
selves with  me  in  conducting  this  in- 
quiry— four  GFentlemen  whose  names  I 
tnought  would  be  a  sufficient  guarantee 
that  the  inquixy  would  be  conducted  in 
a  most  thorough,  most  impartial,  and 
most  intelligent  manner.  The  results 
of  the  inquiry  will  not  relieve  me  of  a 
■ingle  shred  of  responsibility.  I  wish  to 
state  this  to  the  House  in  the  most  em- 
phatio  terms.  Although  associated  with 
me  in  making  the  inquiry,  they  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  action 
which  it  will  be  mj  duty  to  take  in  eoo- 
■aquenoe  of  what  la  disclosed  by  this  in- 

Mr.  ChiUiTi 


quiry,  which  I  shall  take  striotlv  ou  my 
own  responsibility.  The  aim  of  the  in* 
quiry  was  to  ascertain  who  was  to  blame, 
and  why  and  wherefore  this  system  has 
broken  down.  Those  who  are  associated 
with  me  in  the  inquiry  have  met  four 
times  during  the  present  week,  alter  the 
preliminary  meeting  of  Saturday  last ; 
and  I  may  state  to  the  House  that  at 
this  moment  the  inquiry  approaches 
completion,  so  far  as  the  conduct  of  the 
police  on  Monday  last  was  concerned.  I 
hope  it  will  be  completed  before  next 
Monday.  I  shall  lay  the  Beport  on  the 
Table  without  any  delay,  and  with  it  a 
Memorandum  of  the  decision  at  which  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  arrive;  and  I 
feel  confident,  when  the  result  of  this 
inquiry  and  the  evidence  and  the  whole 
proceedings  of  those  who  have  acted 
with  me  and  my  own  decision  in  the  mat* 
ter  are  laid  before  the  House,  both  hon. 
Members  and  the  public  outside  will  be 
satisfied  that  the  inquiry  has  been  a 
most  searching  one— that  no  stone  has 
been  left  unturned  to  get  to  the  root  of 
the  matter,  and  to  do  so  without  bias  or 
prejudice.  I  greatly  regret  that  the  in- 
quiry is  not  completed  at  this  moment; 
but  when  the  evidence  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  are  before  the 
country  I  think  it  will  be  seen  that  that 
was  entirely  inevitable.  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  acquaint  the  House  with  this — 
that  the  evidence  has  disclosed  a  state 
of  circumstances  in  respect  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  police  which  will 
require  my  serious  attention  with  the 
view  to  an  immediate  remedy.  There 
seems  to  be  some  misconception  with 
respect  to  the  relations  between  the 
Home  Office  and  the  Police  Authorities. 
These  relations  are  practically  the  same 
as  those  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  with  the  General  of  an  Army  in 
the  field,  though  in  each  case,  wheUidr 
with  respect  to  the  War  or  Home  De- 
partment, administrative  and  financial 
questions  are  submitted  to  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  he  is 
responsible  for  the  appointment  of  the 
principal  officers.  The  details  of  move- 
ments of  such  as  those  on  Monday  week 
are  purely  under  the  responsibUity  of 
the  Chief  Commissioner,  and  a  perusal 
of  the  evidence  we  have  taken  will  show 
this  dearly.  But  if,  after  the  inquiiy  is 
complete,  a  change  in  any  respect  of  this 
kind  appears  to  me  desirable,  I  shall 
lose  no  time  in  making  any  nooossaiy 
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ttid  ftioBM  ifflimiiiniiintiiig 
to  PviiaaMil  my  intontions.  I  hATe» 
ia  tli«  oovneof  this  namtiTe,  aisw«red 
mtfnnX  of  the  QaMtioiis  that  lia?«  been 
pot  to  ID*.  Am  to  thooe  put  bj  the  lato 
HoaO  SoofoUiy,  I  Uuak  he  vUi  find 
tkit  I  kaifo  mbotaatially  anawared  them, 
cxoapi,  porhapa,  aa  to  the  last,  which 
lafofa  to  a  mattar  vhieh  ia  the  aabject 
of  thm  iaqosry  now  proeaeding,  I  fthall 
proftr  ttol  giviog  an  anawer  nov.  The 
Qaaotiotti  of  the  right  hon.  Oeatleman 
Mr.  W.  H.  Smith )  alio  refer  to  mattars 
whkh  ara  eabjeels  of  tha  praient  in- 
oviry.  In  reply  to  thooe  Queetions  that 
I  hava  not  yat  anewered,  I  may  say  that 
aAnsnt  steps  had  bean  taken  to  prarent 
a  rapelition  of  soch  oeeurrencaa.  The 
boa.  Member  for  one  of  the  dirisions  of 
Olasaov  asks  me  two  Questions.  One 
is,  wnelher  it  was  tme  that  tha  powers 
of  tha  Metropolitan  Commissioner  of 
Tulice  are  so  cirenmseribed  as  to  render 
him  Dowarless  in  tha  ease  of  the  recent 
riolar  No;  there  ia  no  tntth  in  that. 
The  powers  of  the  Commissioner  of 
iVIioe  ware  ample  and  full,  as  I  haTs 
df^seribad.  He  then  aaks  me  whether 
there  is  any  troth  in  the  statement  that 
tha  Chief  Commissioner  made  an  appli- 
aatkm  to  the  Home  Office  for  neceesary 
powers,  and  that  theee  were  refosod? 
Ko,  Sir ;  there  is  no  troth  in  that  state* 
msBt  Tha  Commissioner  of  Police 
made  no  application  for  any  power 
which  waa  refused.  In  reply  to  the 
Qaestioa  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Algernon  Percy),  I  hare  to  say, 
positiraly,  that  no  spsdal  orders  were 
tssasd  to  tha  police  as  to  their  beharionr 
at  tha  meeting  in  Question.  Their  orders 
are  contained  in  the  Begulations  of  the 
fdrsa.  Tha  noble  Lord  also  asks  me 
whalhar  Her  Majesty's  Goremmant 
propose  to  giro  any  compensation  to  the 
paraotts  who  snfffvredin  thariotf  lean 
only  say,  in  anawer,  that  compensation 
to  persons  who  soffar  by  riots  is  supposed 
ta  Da  reynlalad  by  law ;  but  I  cannot 
say  thai  in  mr  opinion  the  law  is  clear ; 
asid  it,  therefore,  is  not  in  mr  power  at 
this  BOOMat  to  gire  any  opinion  as  to 
what  compansation — as  to  now  persons 
who  hare  aalNrad  can  rec<»iye  com- 
far  those  lossos.    I  hope  I 

ira  now  answered  doarly  all  the  Uoea- 
tiona  that  hare  been  pnt  to  mc. 

Ma.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  wish  to  ask 
why  soma  portioii  of  the  500  men  who 
ia  rsswTs  wsrs  not  osed  to  arrest 


the  riot  daring  tha  two  honrs  which  it 
lasted  ?  I  am  informed  that  50  man  al 
any  time  during  thoee  riots  might  hare 
put  a  complete  stop  to  the  riots. 

Bia  R.  AS3HET0N  CIU>S8 :  I  wish 
to  ask,  in  the  first  place,  whether  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us  arery- 
thing  which  took  place  between  the 
Home  Office  and  the  I^oliee  Authorities 
during  his  period  of  Office  f  >Vhether 
any  communications  had  been  made 
further  than  he  has  told  us  by  himself 
or  the  Under  Secretary  of  the  Home 
Office  with  the  police  in  reference  to 
these  transactions ;  and  I  also  wish  to 
ask  as  to  the  statement  he  has  made  that 
the  Home  Office  were  not  in  the  habit 
of  baring  communications  with  the 
police  in  the  course  of  the  day  when  a 
meeting  was  to  take  place?  I  was  as- 
tonished  by  what  he  stated  of  the  matter, 
because,  by  the  experience  I  hare  had 
at  the  Home  Office,  it  entirely  diflara 
from  the  usual  course.  I  hare  had  con- 
stant communications  with  tha  police.  I 
also  wish  to  ask  how  it  happened,  if 
there  were  these  resenres,  none  of  them 
were  brought  forward,  when  it  was  dear 
that  a  smiul  amount  of  force  would  hara 
stopped  the  riot  F  I  wish  to  ask,  alaO| 
whether  any  mounted  police  were  on 
duty  at  the  time,  because  they  are  ex- 
tremely useful?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  made  a  full  and  long  state- 
ment ;  but  I  think  he  has  not  satisfied 
the  House  on  the  real  point  which  it 
wanted  to  know,  as  to  how  this  matter 
happened ;  and  I  think  we  ought  to  hara 
some  opportunity  of  discussing  this  at 
greater  length  than  we  can  now,  because 
he  baa  had  the  opportunity  of  making 
this  statement,  which  it  ia  impossible  to 
answer  or  to  make  any  comments  upon, 
as  it  would  be  out  of  Order.  There- 
fore, I  wiah  to  ask  what  opportunity 
will  be  giren  of  discussing  tnis  ques- 
tion? 

Ma.  PICION:  I  also  wish  to  ask 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  at  the  rery  time 
the  mob  was  marching  along  St.  James's 
Street  and  Piccadilly  breaking  windowa 
a  considerable  force  of  police  was  idly 
guarding  Buckingham  Palace,  where 
there  was  no  riot;  and  whether  any 
denial  can  be  giren  to  the  allegation 
that  warnings  bad  been  giren  to  the 
shonkeep<»ni  in  the  City  by  the  police  ? 

Ma.  CHILDRHS:  Two  Questions  are 
put  to  me  almost  in  the  same  words  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  by  my 
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right  hon.  Friend ;  and  ttiose  are  how  it 
was  that  these  people  were  in  the  posi- 
tion to  commit  this  riot  f  To  that  Ques- 
tion I  can  only  say  that  it  is  what  we  are 
carefully  inquiring  into.'  The  fact  is 
that  a  larffe  body  of  men  went  away 
westward  from  Trafalgar  Square,  and 
they  committed  these  depredations ;  and 
the  question  we  are  examining  at  this 
moment  is  how  they  came  to  be  allowed 
to  do  so,  and  that  is  the  question  which 
the  Police  Authorities  are  inquiring  into, 
and  as  to  which  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  me  to  say  more.  My  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Picton)  asks  me  a  Question  whe- 
ther there  was  a  force  near  Buckingham 
Palace?  It  is  perfectly  true.  There 
was  in  the  Mall  a  considerable  force  of 
police,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  sent  there  are  also 
amongst  those  being  investigated.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  asks  me  if 
other  communications  passed  between 
the  Police  Authorities  and  the  Home 
Office  ?  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain  there 
were  none.  I  can  only  speak  of  those 
which  passed  between  myself  and  others. 
I  am  told  that  none  passed  either  be- 
tween myself  or  other  members  of  my 
Department  and  the  Police  Authorities. 
As  to  the  alarming  rumours  in  the  City, 
it  is  perfectly  true  I  received  a  telegram 
from  a  Oentleman  who  is  a  Member  of 
this  House,  and  I  belieye  an  Alderman 
of  the  City.  He  sent  to  me  a  Tcry  alarm- 
ing telegram  begging  me  to  take  steps 
to  preveot  what  was  going  to  happen. 
Wo  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  City 
Police  whateyer.  The  City  Police  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Corporation,  and 
we  referred  to  Colonel  Eraser  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  was  any  foundation 
for  the  rumour,  and  we  were  told  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  the  rumour. 
That  shows  how  easy  it  is  to  circulate 
unfounded  rumours.  The  right  hon. 
Oentleman  also  asks  me  whether  any 
mounted  police  were  present  ?  No  mounted 

Splice  were  employed  during  the  day. 
e  further  asks  me  a  Question  which  I 
thought  I  had  already  answered.  I  can 
only  speak  for  myself,  but  I  haye  asked 
the  officiab  at  the  Home  Office  and  Scot- 
land Yard,  and  they  both  tell  me  that 
during  the  progress  of  a  meeting  it  is 
not  customary  that  communications 
should  pass  between  Scotland  Yard  and 
the  Home  Office.  I  am  informed  that  it 
has  only  been  done  in  one  case,  during 
the  great  Beform  Bill  of  1884,  when  two 

Mr. 


oommunications  were  made  to  my  right 
hon.  Friend.  With  respect  to  the  gene- 
ral jpractice  as  to  those  meetings,  I  think 
I  said  before  that  it  is  not  customary 
for  communications  to  pass  between  the 
head  of  the  police  and  the  Home  Office 
until  the  meeting  is  oyer ;  but  I  care- 
fully excepted  from  my  statement  any 
allusion,  as  a  question  of  duty,  of  reports 
made  of  occurrences  after  such  as  Uiose 
which  took  place  on  Monday  week.  I 
ho^e  that  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  will 
wait  for  the  result  of  the  inquixy  which 
is  being  ffot  through  with  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. The  Committee  sit  four  hours 
daily,  and  the  evidence  is  being  printed 
from  day  to  day ;  and  not  an  hour  will 
be  lost  in  laying  it  before  the  House, 
together  with  such  decision  as  I  haye 
arrived  at.  

Sib  BOBEBT  FOWLEB  :  At  what 
hour  did  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  re- 
ceive the  telegram  from  the  City  ? 

Mb.  CHILDEBS  :  It  did  not  come  on 
Monday  at  all,  but  either  on  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday. 

Mb.  BITCHIE  :  The  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman made  use  of  one  observation 
which  mieht  lead  to  misconception.  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  the  inquiry 
was  to  ascertain  who  was  to  blame  for 
the  riot.  I  presume  he  used  it  in  the 
sense  as  applying  to  the  police  ? 

Mb.  CHILDEBS :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mb.  BADCLIFFE  COOKE :  I  wish 
to  ask  whether  any  information  reached 
the  Home  Office  on  Tuesday,  the  9tb, 
the  day  after  the  riot  in  the  West  End, 
of  alarming  rumours  prevailing  in  the 
South  of  £ondon  to  the  effect  that  a 

great  body  of  men  were  marching  from 
reenwich  and  Deptford,  in  consequence 
of  which  many  thousands  of  persons 
assembled  in  Newington  Butts  and 
Causeway  and  at  the  Elephant  and 
Castle,  and  created  so  much  alarm  as 
to  cause  the  shopkeepers  to  close  their 
shops;  and,  if  the  rumours  reached 
the  Home  Office,  what  steps  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  took  to  aUay  the 

alarm? 

Mb.  CHILDEBS :  It  is  a  rather  diffi- 
cult Question  to  answer  off-hand.  Un* 
doubtedly  on  Tuesday  and  on  Wednes- 
day very  alarming  rumours  did  reach 
the  Home  Office,  in  every  case  we  made 
inquiry,  and  found  those  rumours  were, 
almost  without  exception,  unfounded ; 
and  we  did  our  best  to  allay  public  uneaai* 
I  ness  by  instrncting  the  police  to  give  in* 
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favMtMMi  thai  tfi«r»  was  no  foaadation 
for  Iha  mmoun. 

8ia  BOBERT  FOWLEB:  I  hare 
to  %A  ihib  ri|fht  hoD.  Oentleman  what 
faciUtiet  ha  will  giTa  tha  Hooia  for  dis* 
coMog  tha  mattor? 

Ma.  OniLDERS :  I  oaa  pfonuae  to 
do  aolhiog  more  than  to  lay  on  tha  Tabla 
as  oarly  as  posuble  tha  eridenoe  now 
beiag  taken  bafore  tho  Committee;  it 
th«n  reete  with  the  Hoqm. 

Sia  ROBFIBT  FOWLEB :  Perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  at  the  head 
of  tha  Ooremmont  will  answer  the 
Queslioii. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE :  It  is  impossible 
fur  ma  to  enter  into  that  question.  We 
most  hare  an  opportonitj  of  seeing  tho 
eridenca  and  the  Beport  before  we  can 
tis  any  day ;  besides,  after  what  I  have 
sutad  aboot  Sapply,  I  cannot  pledge 
mrself  by  giring  any  precise  under- 
taking. 

L>Ki>  ALGERNON  PERCfY :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  8e- 
crttatT  for  tno  Home  Department  whe- 
ther there  is  any  truth  in  the  report  that 
while  the  mob  were  breaking  the  win* 
d  ^ws  in  Pall  Mall  50  police  were  marched 
aerose  Waterloo  Place  to  the  Duke  of 
York*s  Colomn,  with  distinct  orders  not 
to  interfere;  and  whether  16  police 
ware  not  afterwards  sufficient  to  pre- 
Tsnt  the  mob  from  proceeding  nom 
Oxford  Street  down  Bond  Street  ? 

Ma.  CHILDKUS :  The  noble  Lord 
has  gireo  me  Notice  of  some ;  I  will  ask 
him  to  ffi?e  me  Notice  of  all  his  Ques- 
taona.  No  order  was  ^ren  by  anybody 
for  tha  police  not  to  interfere.  As  to 
the  morementa  of  particular  bodies  of 
OMOt  I  could  not  answer  the  Question 
without  Notice. 

Sin  BOBEBT  PEEL:  I  wish  to  in- 
dorse  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon. 
Baroael  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London  Sir  Boberl  Fowler) — that  the 
House  should  be  allowed  fall  op^r- 
tunity  of  discuasinff  a  matter  which  is  a 
diiffraee  to  the  Metropolis  and  a  dis- 
rrsoit  to  tha  Police  Force.  I  am  sur- 
prtasd  that  no  one  has  got  np--{  CriM  pf 
••  order  :"1 

Ma.  8PEAKEB :  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Baronoi  will  confine  himself  to 
putting  a  Question. 

8ia  BOBERT  VTJSL :  Tee,  Sir ;  I 
will.  I  wish  to  ask  whether  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  tha  matter  will  be 
giraa  on  Monday? 


Mn.  CHILDEBS:  I  am  myself  in 
f arour  of  discussing  the  question ;  and, 
so  far  as  I  am  ooncemed,  there  will  be 
no  delay  in  pladng  the  Papers  before 
tho  House/ 

Ma.  PULE8T0N :  WiU  the  Papers 
be  printed  ? 

Mb.  CHILDEBS :  Tes. 

Mb.  STANLET  LEIOHTON  :  I 
wish  to  know  whether  this  Court  of  In* 
qniiT,  when  it  is  established,  will  be 
precluded  from  reporting  that  the  Home 
oecretary  himself  is  to  blame? 

[No  reply.] 

ITALY— ARREST  OF  PROFESSOR 
NICHOL. 

Sia  HENBY  BOSOOE:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  a  Questioni  of  which  I 
have  given  him  private  Notice,  Whe- 
ther ho  can  give  the  House  any  infor- 
mation  as  to  the  arrest  at  Naples,  re- 
ported in  to-day's  7^'«m«,  of  Professor 
Nichol,  of  Glasgow  University;  and» 
what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Foreim  Office  to  procure  Profeesor 
Nichol's  release  ? 

TueUNDERSECBETABYofSTATE 
(Mr.  Brycb)  :  In  reply  to  the  Question  of 
my  hon.  Friend,  I  have  to  state  that  tha 
Foreign  Office  are  not  in  possossion  of 
full  details  connected  with  Mr.  Nichors 
arrest ;  but  having  heard  of  the  fact, 
and  at  the  instance  of  his  family,  tho 
Socretary  of  State  immediatelv  in- 
structed Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at 
Bome,  by  telegraph,  to  address  prompt 
representations  on  his  behalf  to  the 
Italian  Oovemment.  The  charge  against 
Mr.  Nicbol  was  that  he  had  carried  a 
swordstick  in  tha  street,  an  act  which, 
as  we  are  informed,  is  seTorely  dealt 
with  by  the  law  of  Italy.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  Sir  John  Lumley,  on  the 
day  following,  informed  Lord  Kosebeiy, 
by  telegraph,  that  Mr.  Nichol  was  not 
in  custodv,  and  had  arrived  at  Boma 
from  Naples.  The  Italian  Government 
have  shown  great  courtesy  in  the  mat* 
tor,  and  it  is  now  believed  that  it  will 
be  dispo»cd  of  by  the  imposition  of  a 
6ne. 

THE  DEBATE  OS   THE  .\PDRE5W— 
PEIt»*<)NAL  EXPLANATION. 

Ma.  LLEWELLYN  said,  he  wished 
to  make  an  explanation.  He  under- 
stood that  certain  words  of  his  at  a  poli- 
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ileal  meetiiie  in  the  oonntiy  had  giren 
offence  to  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton. He  deeired  to  withdraw  the 
words,  and  to  exnress  his  regret  to  the 
hon.  Member  and  the  House-for  haying 
used  them. 

Mr.  BBADLATJOH  said,  he  need 
hardly  observe  that  he  aocepted  the 
withdrawal  of  the  words  in  the  spirit  in 
which  it  was  made. 

NOTICE   OF  REaOLUTION. 

BAST  INDIA,  BURMAH  (EXPENSES  OF 
MILITARY  OPERATIONS). 

Thb  under  8E0EETAEY  of 
STATE  fob  INDIA  (Sir  Uohtbed 
Kat-8huttleworth)  :  I  beg  to  give 
Notice  that  on  Monday  I  will  moye— 

**  That,  Her  Majesty  having  directed  a  Mili- 
tary expedition  of  Her  forces  charged  upon 
Indian  rerenaes  to  be  despatched  against  the 
King  of  Ava,  this  House  consents  that  the  re- 
venues of  India  shall  be  applied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Military  operations  which  may 
be  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Indian  possessions," 

Lord  KANDOLPH  CHTJBCHILL: 
Is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  more  that 
on  Monday  ? 

Sir  UGHTBED  KAY-8HUTTLE. 
WOBTH :  I  beliere  it  is  quite  neoes- 
saxy. 

ORDER   OF  TEE  DAT, 


ADDRESS   IN  ANSWER   TO    HER   MA- 
JESTY'S MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

ABJOUBIOCD  DEBATB.      [fIPTH  NIOHT.] 

Order  read,  for  resnming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question,  as  amended 
[26th  January.]— [See  page  92.] 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  again 
proposed. 

Debate  ruwm$d* 

Mb.  PLUNKET  said,  he  thought  the 
House  would  agree  with  him  that  it  was 
not  Teiy  easy,  on  the  first  blush,  to  fol- 
low the  explanation  which  had  been 
giren  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  the 
course  which  he  and  the  €K>Temment  in- 
tended to  take  with  reference  to  the 
Address  in  answer  to  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne.  At  first  he  did  not  himself 
fully  understand  it;  but,  so  far  as  ho 
had  been  able  to  realise  Uie  effect  of  it, 
ha  would  ask  the  leare  of  the  House  to 


call  attention  to  what  that  effect  must  be. 
There  were  about  that  explanation,  in  a 
▼ery  remarkable  degree,  evidences  of  the 
appropriateness  of  that  epithet  which  the 
right  hon.  (Jeutleman  had  applied  to  him- 
self— "  an  old  Parliamentary  hand."  It 
was  a  rery  skilful  way  of  getting  rid  of 
the  difficulty,  and  of  a  disagreeable  sub- 
ject, and  of  preyenting,  as  far  aspoesible, 
any  discussion  of  it  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  was  on  the  10th  para- 
graph of  the  Address  that  the  late  Oo- 
yemment  was  defeated;  and  the  11th 
paragraph  was  that  which  dealt  with 
the  agitation  for  the  Bepeal  of  the 
Union.  Now,  no  Amendment  was  sug- 
gested by  the  right  hon.  Oentleman ; 
and,  in  point  of  fact,  there  would  be  no 
opportunity  of  referrinff  to  that  subject 
in  the  debate  on  the  Address,  or,  so  far 
as  he  could  see,  until  a  long  time  after 
the  22nd  of  next  month,  unless  some 
hon.  Member  who  had  not  already  spoken 
called  attention  to  it.  His  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks- Beach)  had  unfortunately 
already  spoken;  and,  therefore,  he  (Mr. 
Plunket)  yentured  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  position  in  which  they 
now  stood.  The  rieht  hon.  OenUemaa 
had  said  that,  in  substance,  he  was  pre- 

Sared  to  accefrt  the  Address ;  but  what 
id  that  mean  in  the  li^ht  of  the  qualifi- 
cations giyen  by  the  right  hon.  Oentle« 
man  when  the  Address  was  last  dis- 
cussed ?  The  right  hon.  Oentleman  said 
that  by  no  means  inyolyed  any  accept- 
ance of  the  statements  in  the  Address ; 
and  in  order  to  make  that  clear  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  proposed  to  strike  out  cer- 
tain words  enumerating  the  subjects  to 
which  consideration  was  to  be  giyen,  and 
to  substitute  the  words  '' the  measures 
which  may  besubmitted  to  Her."  Thus  the 
Ooyemment  were  ayoiding  all  reference 
to  the  Question  of  Ireland,  the  subject 
upon  wnich  the  late  Ooyemment  were 
really  and  practically  defeated,  and  the 
<^uestion  which  was  absorbing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  whole  country  at  this  moment ; 
and,  instead  of  leading  public  opinion, 
the  Ooyemment  were  depriying  Parlia- 
ment of  the  opportunity  of  discussing 
this  question  beyond  the  point  to  which 
it  had  already  gone.  That  course  was 
fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  countiy. 
It  would  not  be  possible  on  that  occasion 
to  enter  upon  that  large  subject.  But 
he  desirea  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  position  in  which  they 
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flood — Bol  for  die  porpoM  of  Part^  ro- 
erimination  or  Party  adrantage,  but 
apoakiDg  as  an  Irifhman — [Ztfv^A/#r.j 
Uo  waa,  perhapa,  entitlad  to  saj  to  the 
hoo.  Member  tntermptiiig  him  that  he 
had  liTed  longer  in  Irelandi  and  knew 
more  of  Ireland,  than  he  did  —  he 
told  the  Prime  Minister  moat  seriootlj 
and  aolemnlj  that  if  he  permitted  that 
oneatioii  to  drift  awaj  to  aomo  time  in 
th<«  dim  and  distant  fntnre — if  he  did 
not  aeaure  them  that  on  the  22nd  of 
March  Parliament  would  have  an  oppor- 
tonitf  of  gravelj  diecnaeing  his  pro- 
posab — as  any  settlement  woula  be 
better  than  the  state  of  unrest  in  which 
the  country  now  waa^-^erery  enorsy 
for  good  in  Ireland  would  be  completely 
paralysed.  Ho  would  ask  the  right 
linn.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister, 
wottld  he  go  out  into  the  open  with  his 
ptopoeals,  whaterer  they  were,  and  g^ye 
the  Uouse  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
them?  Would  he  gire  his  Colleagues 
in  the  Cabinet  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing them  f  Ho  trusted  the  House 
wuttid  pardon  him  if  be  spoke  warmly. 
That  great  aueetton  of  the  jKepoal  of  the 
I'^niim  had  been  brought  much  to  the 
front,  partly  br  the  fact  of  the  return  of 
86  Members  pledged  to  that  policy,  and 
|>artlj  hj  the  existence  of  an  organixa- 
tioQ  in  Ireland  which  was  OTcrpowering 
the  GoTomment  of  the  Queen  in  that 
country.  The  late  QoTemment  had  met 
Parliament  with  a  de6nite  pro|>osal  to 
deal  with  the  organisation  which  had 
set  at  defiance,  and  to  a  great  extent 
overpowered,  the  GoTemment  of  the 
Queen  in  that  country,  and  with  a  dofi- 
ntt«»  declaration  on  the  qut*stion  of  Ke- 
p«sl  of  the  Union.  They  had  made  a 
distiiict  declaration  of  policy  on  the 
ouealion  of  lirpeal,  and  oflTered  a  direct 
cnallenffe  on  tne  question  of  bringing 
forwaiira  measure  to  deal  with  the  or- 
ganisation which  he  referred  to.  But 
the  Prime  Minister,  for  his  own  part, 
dsclined  to  take  adrantage  of  the  pro- 
posab  of  the  late  Ooremmenty  or  to  be 
*Med  into  a  trap**  by  taking  up  the 
<haIlKnge  thrown  down ;  but  imme- 
diately afterwards,  on  a  side  issue, 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  real 
issue,  defeated  the  late  Goremment,  and 
took  upon  himself  and  hts  CoUoagues 
the  responatliility  of  dealing  with  this 
great  subject.  The  right  bon.  Gentl4^- 
man  accepted  the  Address  in  answer  to 
theGfactoosSpeech  fkvm  the  Throne,  but 

YOL.  OOCII.     [miax)  sxaiis.] 


told  the  House  also  that  for  the  present 
he  did  not  mean  to  take  any  measures  at 
all  of  a  coereiye  character  to  put  down 
the  National  League  in  Ireland,  but  in- 
tended  at  some  distant  date  to  name 
certain  measures  dealing  with  the  Land 
Question,  and  any  other  question  which 
might   call  for  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament.      What    was     the    praeti^ 
effect   of  this  very  skilful  manner  of 
dealing  with  the  subject?    It  left  the 
National  League  in  possession  of  the 
field.     It    left   the    National   League 
triumphant  through  a  great  part  of  Ire- 
land, and  postponed  to  some  aistant  date 
the  discussion  of  the  question  of  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Union;  and  this  after  the  en- 
couragement which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  given  to  the  agitation  by 
everythiog  he  had  said  and  aone.    The 
great  charge  against  the  lateGoTemment 
was  that  it  had,  by  the  experiment  of 
dispensing  with  exceptional  legislation! 
purchased  the  support  of  the  Separatist 
rarty  in  Ireland  at  too  high  a  price.  He 
thought  that  the  present  G<Aremment 
was  open  to  the  charge  that  after  that 
experiment  had  failed  they  had  adopted 
the  same  course  of  procedure^they  pro- 
posed to  proceed  in  Ireland  without  ex- 
ceptional legislation  at  double  the  price. 
How  had  that  arrangement  been  brought 
about  ?     By    reliance    on    the   Tague 
phrases  used  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
which  might  mean  anything  or  nothing, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  agitation 
which  meant  the  Bepeal  of  the  Union. 
He  had  stated  that  he  would  insist  on 
the  authority  of  the  Crown  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire,  and  such  Parlia- 
mentary guarantees  as  might  be  neces- 
sary to  preserre  that  integrity.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)  was  gracious  enough  to  say  that 
there  was  nothing  that  he  could  see  in 
granting    Home  Rule    that  interfered 
with  these  conditions.  The  hon.  Member 
was,  of  course,  willing  to  let  the  Gorem- 
ment down  as  easy  as  possible ;  but  on 
this  question  they  had  the  f^her  mind 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon),  who  stated  that  nothing  short 
of  absolute  and  uncontrolled  indepen- 
dence would  meet  the  demands  of  Irish- 
men—^-^ 

Ma.  DILLON :  I  )>eg  to  say  that  I 
did  not  use  those  wordo,  nor  was  I  re- 
ported as  baring  used  them. 

Ma.PLUNKLT:  Of  course,  if  the  hon. 
Member  said  he  did  not  use  those  words 
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he  would  withdraw  them  at  onoe.  He 
had  the  report  of  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  had  said.  The  hon.  Member  ^Mr. 
Dillon)  stated  that  although  he  might 
be  called  an  extreme  Irishman,  he 
would  say  that  he,  for  one,  was  ready  to 
shake  hands  with  Enfflishmen.  They 
would  turn  OTer  a  new  leaf  in  regard  to 
them  if  they  would  restore  to  them  the 
complete  and  absolute  power  to  make 
laws  for  their  own  country.  Those 
were  the  words  used  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber; and  he  (Mr.  Plunkot)  had  not 
misrepresented  his  meaning. 

Mb.  DILLON :  Tou  used  the  word 
*'  independence"  where  I  said  ''absolute 
power  to  make  laws." 

Mb.  PLUNKET  said,  he  thought  that 
he  had  not  misrepresented  the  meaning 
of  the  hon.  Member  to  any  considerable 
extent.  He  believed  that  the  powers 
the  hon.  Gentleman  asked  for  could  not 
be  reconciled  with  anything  but  a  sepa- 
rate Legislature,  uncontrolled  by  the 
British  Parliament.  No  Member  of  the 
House  would  be  more  sincerely  glad 
than  he  if  it  were  possible  to  devise 
some  means  by  which  the  views  and  de- 
sires of  hon.  Gentlemen  representing  a 
large  number  of  constituencies  in  Po- 
land could  be  met  and  reconciled  with- 
out setting  up  a  separate  Legislature, 
which,  he  believed,  would  be  fraught 
with  consequences  the  most  fatal  to  the 
best  interests  of  his  country,  and  which 
must  quickly  lead  to  the  separation  of 
the  two  countries.  Now,  in  what  posi- 
tion would  the  matter  stand  ?  When,  at 
some  distant  period,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  be  compelled  to  come  for- 
ward with  his  policy  on  this  subject — 
for  the  hon.  Memller  for  the  City  of 
Cork  was  very  willing  to  make  a  sur- 
render of  the  Goremment  as  easT  as 
posaible,  for  he  would  gain  everything 
by  the  delay — the  question  would  then 
be  lifted  out  of  the  category  of  measures 
which  groat  statesmen  had  frequently 
declared  could  not  be  entertained  as  a 
practical  proposal.  This  was  because  it 
was  believed  to  be  deadly  and  destruc- 
tive to  the  beet  and  most  vital  interests 
of  the  country.  Besides,  the  measure 
would,  in  the  meantime,  receive  the  re- 
putation of  having  the,  at  least,  quali- 
fied support  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
They  would  find  that  those  who  were 
their  enemies  in  Ireland  would  have 
their  hopes  raised  to  the  utmost;  and 
the  task  of  dealing  with  the  question. 


and,  in  the  end,  disappointing  those 
hopes,  would  be  more  difficult  tl^  ever. 
The  Goverzmient  would  find  many  of 
their  friends  in  Ireland  fall  away  mm 
them,  because  they  could  not  expect  men 
to  stick  for  ever  to  a  cause  that  seemed 
hopeless  and  helpless.  He  did  not  ex- 
pect the  Prime  liGnister  to  bring  forward 
his  proposals  at  once ;  but  he,  for  one, 
desired  to  enter  his  protest  against  a 
policy  which  he  feared  was  too  Hkely  to 
be  to  the  convenience  of  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite — namely,  letting  this 
question  dnft  along. 

Thb  CH  ANCEl2X)It  OF  the  BXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  Wiujam  Habcoubt)  :  Sir, 
I  rejoice  to  hear  a  speech  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Plunket)  on  the 
subject  of  Irish  policy.  If  there  is 
anything  to  regret  in  the  existence  of 
the  late  Government,  it  is  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — one  of  the  greatest 
ornaments  of  the  House,  and  an  Irish- 
man of  whom  Ireland  is  proud — was 
dumb  on  the  question  of  Ireland.  To- 
night we  have  heard  what  Lord  Bea- 
consfield  called  the  "first  wild  shriek  of 
liberty."  In  July  and  August  last, 
when  the  most  important  determina- 
tions, which  changed  for  ever  the  policy 
of  the  Irish  Government,  were  taken  by 
the  late  Administration,  I  desired,  above 
all  things,  to  know  the  views  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  upon  those  critical  de- 
cisions. On  that  occasion  we  had 
speeches  from  the  right  hon.  Gentie- 
man  opposite  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
and  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Bandolph 
Churchill),  then  the  Member  for  Wood- 
stock, explanatory  of  that  policy.  There 
were  speeches  from  the  late  Solicitor 
General  (Sir  John  Gh>rst)  which  we  do 
not  forget,  nor  the  response  th^y  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  the  Ulster  Mem- 
bers. Mr.  Gibson,  then  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  Members  that  ever  sat  for 
Dublin  University,  who  was  subse- 
quentiy  Lord  Ohancellor  of  Ireland,  ap- 
proved of  the  Irish  policy  of  Ae  late 
Government.  In  the  Kecess  we  had  a 
remarkable  revelation  from  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Bandolph  Ohurchill)  at 
Sheffield,  in  which  he  stated  that  a  con- 
sultation had  been  held  many  weeks 
before  the  last  Liberal  Government  was 
turned  out  as  to  the  course  of  Irish 
policy  without  the  knowledge  and  with- 
out the  responsibility  of  Government, 
and  that  the  GenUemen  who  afterwards 
formed  the  late  Administration   were 


61« 


Mff$9if'$  Mat  {Fdecaat  18,  1886}  Grattotu  ^mtA. 


6U 


dHtrmiaed  to  take  a  different  coune* 
Thoee  were  important  decisione  effcMrting 
the  preeent  eituetion.  and  it  ie  surprising 
thai  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tlemaa  oppoeito  (Mr  Plonket)  was  not 
then  heard.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
complains  of  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
prveent  OoTemmont  in  stating  a  definite 
pdicj  for  Ireland,  and  asserts  that  the 
late  Administration  had  made  up  their 
minda  as  to  what  they  were  to  do  in  ro- 
fereaee  to  the  National  League.  Is  thst 
a  fact  f  Did  the  late  OoTemment  an- 
nounce a  definite  polioj  on  that  subject 
in  the  Qaeea*s  Speech  r  What  was  the 
meaning  of  thoee  '*  hypothetical  para- 
graphs r*'  What  was  the  meaning— to 
borrow  another  phrase  from  Lord  Bea- 
iiinsfield— of  that  ''transient  and  em- 
barrassed phantom"  whioh  went  upon 
so  hurried  a  mission  to  Ireland  f  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Randolph 
Ch archill' ,  in  an  addrees  to  his  new  con- 
stituents at  Paddington,  described  the 
late  Administration  as  a  fortunate  Oo- 
Temment till  the  day  of  the  Queen's 
Hp<^eeh,  when  it  met  for  the  first  time 
with  a  bit  of  bad  luck.  But  the  fortu- 
nate GoTemment  which  met  with  a  bit 
fit  bad  lack  on  the  day  the  Queen's 
i^peech  was  sot  tied  lost  ''a  rosnectablo  and 
eetimable  Nobleman  '*  (the  Karl  of  Car- 
narroii^,  who^  to  use  the  language  of  the 
noble  LArd,  threw  up  the  gorernment  of 
Ireland.  That  was  t)u»(  roTemment  whioh 
had  so  derided  a  policy,  and  which  had 
made  up  its  mind  with  regsrd  to  Ireland. 
But  the  noble  liord^  in  this  same  sneech 
which  he  delivered  the  other  night  to 
his  new  constituents,  stated  that  he  had 
no  narttrular  ruason  for  doubting  that 
li(ira  Camanron  had  dilfpnKl  from  the 
Members  of  the  late  Cabinet.  Well,  I 
•honld  hare  thought  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  a  difficult  thmg  for  one  Cabinet  to 
describe  the  sentiments  of  another  tipon 
a  fftTen  policy  of  the  Gorernment.  The 
noole  Lord  is  not  positiro  whether  the 
lat«  Lord  Lieutenant  for  Ireland  did  or 
djil  not  agree  with  the  policy  of  the  last 
Cabinet ;  hot  I  will  assume  that  he  did 
sgn-^*  with  his  (^olleamee.  Then  why 
did  this  estimable  Nobleman  throw  up 
th«*  gviT«mm4*ot  of  Ireland  on  the  day 
the  Qu<H*n's  Speech  was  drlirrnsl  ? 
Then  there  is  another  official  who  in  not 
a]t/>getber  reganlt-d  a«  immaterial  to  the 

f:«/Temm«mt  of  Ireland  —  I  mean  the 
*hief  8eor(4ai7  to  the  I/>rd  Lieutenant. 
Bui  he  has  not  eren  been  mentioned,  and 


until  within  a  few  hours  of  tho  special 
mission  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Westminster  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  one  would  have  supposed  that 
the  late  Oovemment  never  knew  of  such 
a  person  as  a  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  responsible  for  tho  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  He  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith) 
also  disagreed,  but  for  what  reason  we 
have  no  information.  All  wo  know  is 
that  after  the  speoial  and  inspired  mis- 
sion of  the  right  non.  Gentleman  to  Dub- 
lin  in  the  position  of  Chief  Secretary, 
the  eminent  and  estimable  Nobleman  left 
Ireland  ;  and  the  change  of  policy  of  the 
late  Government,  agreed  upon,  it  ap- 
peared, in  December,  wasthen  announced 
to  the  public.  That  is  the  histoiy  of 
what  I  venture  to  sa^  will  remain  to  the 
latest  period  of  political  history  the  most 
extraordinary  paragraph  ever  occurring 
in  a  Speech  from  the  Throne.  But  we 
are  almost  as  badly  off  as  the  late  Go- 
vernment, for  if  their  Lord  Lieutenant 
threw  up  the  government  of  Ireland^ 
ours  has  hardly  arrived  there.  Now,  if 
a  Government  which  had  been  in  Office 
seven  months  could  not  announce  a 
policy  bi^cause  their  Lord  Lieutenant 
nad  thrown  up  tho  government  of  Ire- 
land on  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament, it  would  certainly  be  unreason- 
able to  expect  the  present  Government, 
whose  Lord  Lieutenant  hnd  hardly 
reached  Dublin,  to  make  a  definite  state* 
meat  with  regard  to  their  Irish  policy. 
We  must  have  time  to  receive  official 
information.  I  know  we  are  inferior  to 
the  late  Administration,  because  the 
noble  Lord  has  told  us  that  their  deter- 
mination not  to  renew  the  Crimes  Aot 
was  taken  weeks  before  they  took  Office. 

Loan  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL  : 
No,  never.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  mistaken. 

Sib  WILUAM  HAROOURT:  Well, 
that  is  my  reoullection,  and  I  think  if 
the  noble  Lord  will  consult  the  unautho- 
rixed  version  of  his  speech  I  am  not 
very  incorrect. 

Loaii  RANDOLPH  CHLTICHILL : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  leaves  out  a 
very  irop(»rtant  qualification.  I  said 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  who  formed  the 
late  Administration  came  together  some 
time  before  the  question  of  renewing 
the  Crimes  Act  camu  up  in  Parliament, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  in  ab* 
senco  of  official  information  that  might 
be  subsequently  furnished,  it  did  not 
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appear  on  the  surfaoe  of  thingfl  that 
there  was  cause  for  a  renewal  of  it. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUET :  I  am 
Borry  I  did  not  read  this  qualification. 
There  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  if  a 
Goyemment  finds  information  that  leads 
them  to  reverse  their  policy  they  will 
do  BO.  I  admit  that  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant decision ;  and  though,  no  doubt, 
the  noble  Lord  wished  it  kept  a  secret, 
as  it  was  from  his  own  Party,  people  are 
indiscreet,  and  it  must  haye  got  out. 
But  I  will  not  dwell  on  that  except  to 
say  it  is  not  usual  and  not  very  prudent 
for  a  Gt)Temment  with  responsiDility  to 
come  to  such  a  determination.  But  I  do 
not  feel  justified  in  detaining  the  House 
upon  what  is  really  a  question  how  long 
we  shall  continue  to  debate  the  Address. 
We  cannot  be  expected  now  to  make  a 
declaration  of  Irish  policy.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Gladstone)  has  said  he 
will  make  his  declaration  at  as  early  a 
period  as  he  prudently  can.  The  difii- 
oulties  surrounding  the  question,  the 
complexity  of  the  social  condition  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  difficulties  of  the  political 
situation,  have  been  admitted.  We 
must  be  cautious,  and  must  discuss  this 
matter  in  as  temperate  a  spirit  as  we 
can.  No  man  can  admire  the  eloquence 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  more  than 
I  do;  but  the  question  is  hardly  im- 
proved, nor  can  it  be  determinea,  by 
eloquence.  There  are  hard  questions  of 
fact  to  be  dealt  with.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
does  not  intend  at  the  present  time  to 
make  anjr  propoeal,  and  has  given  his 
undertakmg  that  this  matter  shall  be 
brought  forward  at  as  early  a  period  as 
the  oifficulty  and  coinplexity  of  the 
question  will  permit.  It  is  premature 
and  profitless  to  proceed  witii  an  imper- 
feot  disoostion.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Honket)  save  the  Prime 
Minister  proposes  a  skilful  course ;  but 
I  say  it  IS  a  common-sense  course,  and 
that  any  other  would  have  only  provoked 
the  bitterest  discussion  upon  a  question 
not  vet  ripe  for  discussion,  and  upon 
which  we  are  not  prepared  to  announce 
a  policy. 

LoBD  OEOBGE  HAMILTON  said, 
he  should  not  have  taken  part  in  the 
debate  if  it  had  not  been  Tor  the  re- 
markable speech  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sir  William  Harcourt), 
in  reply  to  the  temperate  request  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  FlunketJ.   They 


were  now  asked  to  assent  to  the  Addresa 
in  reply  to  the  Speech,  which  contained 
paragraphs  dedarinff  that  the  Union 
was  a  inndamental  law  of  the  Bealm, 
and  announcing  that  measures  for  the 
restoration  of  social  order  in  Ireland 
were  to  be  introduced.  Now  the  Prime 
Minister  asked  them  to  assent  in  sub- 
stance to  those  paragraphs. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  Assent  to  the 
whole  substance  of  the  Address. 

LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  As- 
sent  to  the  whole  substance  of  the  Ad- 
dress ;  and  what  his  right  hon.  Friend 
wanted  to  know  was,  whether  they  were 
to  assent  in  all  sincerity,  or  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  time  and  luuing 
to  sleep  suspicions  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  created  in  every  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  ?  To  this  request 
they  had  the  speech  of  the  Ohancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
just  delivered,  which  was  merely  a  repe- 
tition of  one  of  his  hustings  harangues. 
It  was  unwise  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  call  attention  to 
past  controversies ;  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  tumble  to  pieces  in  the 
next  few  weeks,  his  impression  was  that 
the  light  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  very 
glad  not  to  be  reminded  of  the  expres- 
sions which  he  had  used  in  those  speeches 
of  his.  The  last  occasion  on  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  addressed  a  public 
audience,  subsequent  to  the  elections, 
he  made  certain  remarks  of  a  peculiar 
character.  He  declared  that  he  was  not 
anxious  to  turn  out  the  late  Government. 
What  he  wished  was  *'  that  they  should 
stew  in  their  own  Pamellite  juice."  And 
he  proceeded  to  say — 

**  They  would  then  stink  in  the  noetxila  of 
the  ooontiy ;  end  when  thej  were  flung,  die- 
credited  and  diegraoed,  to  the  ooontiy,  the 
nation  wonld  prononnce  final  jndirment  upon 
them." 

That  was  the  opinion  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  expressed  a  few  weeks  ago 
with  reference  to  one  section  of  that 
House  —  the  followers  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Oity  of  Cork.  Did 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  still 
entertain  the  same  views? — because, 
aa  had  been  pointed  out,  the  National 
League  were,  at  the  present  moment,  in 
a  great  part  of  Ireland  in  possession  of 
the  field.  Was  it  to  be  supposed  that 
because,  in  June  last,  the  late  Govern** 
ment  were  not  prepared  to  renew  the 
Coercion  Bill,  the  present  Government-^ 
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tl.iog*  liATing  doToIopcd  much  aince  in 
Irilaud — were  juaiified  in  withholdiDg 
All  mention  of  their  policy  fortho  rvftson 
stated?  What  was  that  rt*aeon ?  That, 
although  the  OoTemmont  camo  into 
<  *tfioe  on  the  Irish  Quofttion,  thej  were 
in  such  a  position  that  thej  were  not 
€Trn  ripe  for  the  announcement  of  anj 

{olirj.  Speaking  for  himself,  haTinff 
it  vd  a  Urge  part  of  his  life  in  Ireland, 
he  would,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
arrJYe  at  the  same  decision  which  he 
arriTsd  at  last  June  a^  to  the  Coercion 
Ael ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Uontlvman 
thought  thej  were  wrong,  ho  might 
hare  reflected  upon  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Shaw  Leferre,  who  stated  that  it  would 
}*^  absurd  with  tho  one  hand  to  largely 
4  xt«nd  tho  franchise,  and  with  the  other 
d«>priTe  the  Irish  people  of  their  oiril 
lifH«rtic«.  This  only  showed  that  ^ater 
Taluc  ought  to  be  attached  to  their  ulti- 
mate decision,  because  they  had  shown 
tliAt  they  were  most  roluctant  to  intro* 
duea  ooorcion.  As  the  late  GoTemment 
had  been  practically  turned  out  on  the 
Irish  Question,  their  Successors  ought 
t»  be  prepared  with  an  altematiye  policy. 
What  was  the  course  which  the  OoTom- 
ment  proposed  to  take  ?  They  proposed 
to  leeve  tnem  absolutely  in  the  dark  for 
a  month  as  to  their  Iri»h  proposals,  and 
then  to  commence  an  examination  of  the 
(question. 

Ma.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  We  hare 
Ciftnmenced  it  now. 

Li>ia>  Gi>iBU£  HAMILTON:  Tou 
Lare  comm«*DC<*d  it  now  ? 

Ma,  W.  E.  (iI.AI>STONE :  Tee. 

I»ax>  GEOBGK  HAMILTON  said, 
the  examination  which  had  commenced 
was  to  apply  to  a  noble  Lord  (Lf)rd  de 
Vrscs),  one  of  the  most  prominout  mem- 
t*4irs  ol  the  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Union. 
Why,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
adopted  the  Terr  policr  which  he  had 
nujsl  energeticaOy  oondemnid  a  short 
time  back.  Sumo  years  ago  a  proposal 
was  madi*  to  examine  into  tho  griey- 
aaeee  of  Ireland,  with  the  Tiew  of  sug- 
|t««ting  some  remedy,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gsotleman  expressed  himself  with  great 
<  I«<amees  on  that  policy.  Here  was  tho 
I«ssage  which  he  happened  to  come 
s  few  days  agi>-* 


is  tli#  srofKNili'ia  t    1I#  fMr.  Batt 
di—tiwxUmi  tiitiU  in  InlAnd.uitl 
to  ptvmkkm  to  tsqair*,  with  a  view  to  « 
tkis  diiHifactine.     If  diMtisfsc- 
ssku  ia  s  coeatry,  doss  bs  think  its 


TAKu«  promiM  of  mn  intention  to  tnauiro  into 
it  am  DO  held  s  fitting  modr  in  whicn  «  grsat 
AMembly  like  the  Impoial  ParliAment  shoald 
meet  that  itste  of  thtngi  f  I  My,  on  the  ocm- 
tr»r>',  it  i«  s  dangrroua,  s  tricky  mrtbod  fur 
Parlimnient  to  adopt  to  encounter  national  dia- 
•atif  faction,  if  it  rrally  exists,  with  the  aararance 
that  may  nxan  anything  or  nothing,  which 
may  .  .  •  attract  a  paaitng  breath  of  popularitr, 
but  which,  when  tho  day  of  trial  comet,  may  bo 
found  entirely  to  fail  them.  It  it  a  method  of 
proceeding  which,  whatevir  Party  may  be  in 

rwer,  or  whatever  meaturea  may  be  adopted, 
tmtt  this  Uottss  will  nsTor  oondtsosod  to 
adopt** 

That  was  the  oourse  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Colleagues 
were  now  adopting.  [Mr.  Ouldstokc  : 
No.]  Well,  if  any  Minister  woidd 
get  up  and  state  that  they  had  made 
up  their  minds  on  the  two  important 

auestions  mentioned  in  tho  Addn^ss, 
^ey  would  remove  many  doubts  enter- 
tained  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
During  the  recent  elections  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morloy) 
was  yerv  sarcasUo  on  the  oourse  adopted 
by  the  late  Goyemment.  He  spoke  of 
it  as  a  policy  of  **  soft  words  and  hard 
cash."  If  they  had  initiated  such  a 
policy,  they  did  it  for  the  purnoso  of 
preserving  tho  Union  ;  but  the  QoTem- 
mont  was  now  borrowing  the  policy  of 
soft  words  and  hard  cash,  as  far  as  oould 
bo  made  out,  to  undermine  the  Union, 
If  there  was  any  one  person  in  the 
House  who  ought  to  have  been  pre- 
pared with  a  policy,  and  to  whom  they 
had  a  right  to  look  for  explanations,  it 
was  the  Chancellor  of  tho  Exchequer. 
No  man  had  used  such  violent  language 
towards  the  hon.  Member  for  Core  and 
his  Friends  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  He  teoollocted  him  de- 
nonncing  the  doctrines  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  as 
those  of  assassination  and  treason,  and 
he  declared  that  the  object  was  to  g^n 
*'  nefarious  ends  by  felonioiu  means.'* 
That  was  the  language  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  applied  to  an 


tion  which  he  prui  osed  to  leave  para- 
mount over  Ireland,  and  who,  to-night* 
declined  to  indicate  any  step  for  putting 
down  what  he  had  so  strongly  con- 
demned. When,  IsM  yosr,  the  dsnger 
in  Irvlsnd  of  the  extennton  of  the  fran- 
chise was  pointed  out,  the  Prime  Minis- 
tor»  wbi*n  confront!  d  with  the*  i^ossibility 
I  of  86  Members  bving  retumc*d  to  Psr- 
liament  pledged  to  Home  Bule,  said  ho 
had  sufficient  confidence  that  hon.  Mem- 
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ben  would  be  true  to  themselTes,  and 
that  any  combination  for  the  Repeal  of 
the  Union  would  be  met  by  the  English 
and  Scottish  Members.  Well,  85  such 
Members  were  returned,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  true  to  himself, 
because  the  moment  he  found  he  could 
not  obtain  Office  without  the  co-opera- 
tion of  those  85  Members  their  co- 
operation was  invited.  The  circum- 
stances under  which  they  now  met  were 
of  a  very  g^ave  character ;  and  they  desired 
some  more  definite  expression  of  opinion 
from  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  than 
any  that  had  as  yet  fallen  from  them. 
He  admitted  that  they  had  only  been  a 
short  time  in  Office ;  but  during  the  last 
six  years  they  had  held  Office  continually, 
with  the  exception  of  about  six  months. 
It  was  often  supposed  that  in  Ireland 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  views  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Pamell)  and  the  separation  of  the 
two  Kingdoms  incurred  great  obloquy  ; 
but  the  person  whom  the  Irish  hated 
above  all  was  a  treacherous  friend ;  and 
that  was  the  part  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  been  playing.  Either 
the  Government  intended  to  maintain 
the  Union,  or  they  did  not  intend  to  do 
so.  The  longer  they  delayed  in  an- 
nouncing their  decision  the  greater 
would  be  the  difficulties  which  they  had 
to  encounter.  On  that  side  of  the 
House,  therefore,  they  asked  for  further 
information  to  be  given,  not  in  any 
Party  spirit,  but  in  all  sincerity,  because 
they  considered  themselves  bound  in 
duty  to  do  so. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBEBLAIN 
said,  he  did  not  propose  to  take  up  much 
time  in  replying  to  the  speeon  just 
delivered  by  the  noble  Lord  (£ord 
George  Hamilton),  and  which,  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  must  have  been  pre- 
pared in  consideration  of  some  different 
course  than  that  which  had  actually 
been  taken  by  the  Government.  The 
noblo  Lord  had  spoken  as  though  the 
Government  were  asking  the  House  to 
pledge  itself  definitely  to  views  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  and  his  Friends  were 
opposed  in  the  matter  of  Ireland.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Government  had  ac- 
cepted in  the  usual  form  the  Address  in 
answer  to  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  was 
neither  giving  any  pledge  nor  asking 
any  pledge  from  any  Member  of  the 
House.  The  noble  Lord,  however, 
wished  to  obtain  a  pledge  \  for  he  asked. 

Lord  Oo9rg4  EmMon 


both  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  his 
speech,  whether  the  terms  of  the  Address 
were  to  be  accepted  in  all  sincerity  aa 
committing  the  House  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  propositions  contained  in 
the  Address  ?  The  noble  Lord  had  had 
a  larger  Parliamentary  experience  than 
he  had  had  himself ;  and  the  noble  Lord 
ought  to  know,  by  this  time,  that  the 
Answer  to  Her  Majesty's  Speech  was 
always  so  worded  as  to  commit  the 
House  to  nothing  except  that  they 
thanked  Her  Majesty  for  giving  them 
the  information  contained  in  the  Speech. 
In  fact,  throughout  the  whole  Address 
they  re-echoed  each  paragraph  of  the 
Queen's  Speech;  and,  of  course,  aa  a 
matter  of  Constitutional  law,  it  was 
perfectly  understood  that  Her  Majesty, 
m  giving  them  that  information,  was 
acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Government 
which  was  in  power  at  the  time  when 
the  Speech  was  delivered.  Under  those 
circumstances,  he  wished  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that,  in  accepting  the 
Address  to  the  Throne  practically  as  it 
had  been  prepared  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, they  were  not  asking  the  House 
to  pledge  itself  to  anything ;  and  they 
did  not  consider  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment, in  putting  the  Address  before 
them,  askea  them  to  commit  themselves 
to  anything  either.  The  noble  Lord 
now  said  that  the  time  had  come  when 
the  Government  must  express  them- 
selves definitely  on  the  question  of 
Ireland.  The  noble  Lord  had  even 
gone  so  far  as  to  tell  them  that  they  had 
turned  out  the  late  Gk)vemment  on  the 
question  of  Ireland.  Clearly  the  late 
Government  had  fallen  because  it  waa 
utterly  impossible  that  it  coold  retain 
Office  any  lon^r.  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  a  little  more  decent  if  they 
had  left  Office  a  little  earlier.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  had  been  absolutely 
beyond  the  power  of  Gentlemen  on  his 
own  side  of  the  House  to  keep  it  in 
Office  any  longer.  It  was  a  physical 
impossibility  to  keep  an  empty  sack 
upright;  and  the  late  Government  had 
been  in  that  position  when  they  had 
met  Parliament  without  having  any 
policy  at  all,  either  upon  the  question 
of  Ireland  or  upon  any  other  queation. 
Had  the  late  Government  bad  any 
policy  on  any  subject?  Had  they 
any  policy,  for  instance,  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  the  condition  of 
the  agricultural  labourer  upon  which 
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ihfr  bad  Ulen  ?  Well,  perhapa  they 
hjul  had  two  Doliciea ;  but  the  tvro  had 
boan  utterly  aifferent,  and  inoonaiatent 
liith  oaoh  other.  There  had  been  the 
|M»lioy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  been  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  (Mr.  Chaplin), 
which  had  been  announced  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  erening  of  the  debate  ;  and 
thep  thoy  had  had  the  totally  different 
uolicj  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  who  had  preceded  him 
in  the  OiBi^  which  he  now  held.  Now, 
hon.  Gentlemen  oppoeite  were  very  much 
int<»reeted  in  the  condition  of  the  unem- 
ployed, and  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  Uie  Ilouae  to  it  by  the  Queen's  Speech. 
But  had  hon.  Gt^ntlemen  opposite  any 
policy  with  re^rd  to  relioTiog  the  dis- 
tress of  the  unemployed?  As  to  Ireland, 
ther  had  had  no  other  policy  than  one 
of  bypothesia.  It  seemed  that  oven  in 
a  Tory  Cabinet  they  had  not  idtogcther 
be4*n  a  happy  family ;  and  it  was  only 
undtnr  the  pressure  of  actual  Parliamen- 
tary conflict  that  thoy  had  made  up  their 
minda  to  say  something  definite.  The 
noble  Ix>nl  opposite  (Lord  George 
Hamilton'  had  informed  the  House 
that  he  had  warned  them  as  to  the 
danger  of  estonding  the  fraochino  in 
Ireland.  But  what  was  the  action  taken 
by  one  of  his  noble  Colleagues  ?  In  a 
speech  which  the  noble  Lora  the  Mom- 
hvr  f<»r  Paddington  'Lord  Randolph 
(littrchiU)  had  just  deliTeroJ  he  had  re- 
minded them  of  the  dangers  incurred  bv 
conferring  the  franchise  on  the  Irish 
people,  and  the  inevitable  result  of  creat- 
ing a  majority  hostile  to  our  institutions. 
At  the  time  when  the  question  was  being 
discussed  a  Motion  had  been  made  by 
an  hon.  MemlH.*r  opposite  ^Mr.  Brodrick) 
to  refnsa  the  extension  of  the  fkunchise 
to  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord  had  then 
spoken  of  this  proposal  as  a  re-actionaxy 
one,  and  aa  a  slur  and  a  stigma  upon 
that  country. 

l»ai>  RANlK)LPn  CnURCniLL: 
I  was  below  the  Gangway  thon. 

Ma.  JOSKPH  CHAMBERLAIN 
wanted  to  know  if  the  noble  Lord's  opi- 
nion changed  in  acc>>rdanc<«  with  tlie 
Kicutar  seat  in  the  IIouso  on  which 
at? 

Lrrno  BAXDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  do  not  suppose  that  anything  said 
below  the  Gangway  could  possibly  bind 
anyone  sitting  here. 


Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN  said, 
that  the  views  expressed  by  the  noble 
Lord  had  been  those  of  a  large  section  of 
his  Party,  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  was  now  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo« 
sition  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach),  of 
Lord  Iddesleigh,  who  was  then  in  that 
House,  and  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Leicestershire  (Lord  John 
Manners),  and  some  six  or  seven  pro- 
minent Members  of  the  then  Oppo- 
sition, who  had  walked  out  of  the  House 
rather  than  vote  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
ment for  refusing  the  extension  of  the 
franchise  to  Ireland. 

Sim  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEAOHsaid, 
that  he  had  not  been  near  the  House  at 
the  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  chamberlain  said, 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bristol 
had  been  worse  than  he  had  supposed. 
It  appeared  that  on  the  occasion  of 
this  important  Amendment,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  noble  Lord,  was  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  creat  disaster,  and 
the  return  to  that  House  of  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  Irish  Members,  whose  action 
would  betray  the  interest  of  the  country, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  waa  not  any- 
where near  the  House.  Then  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  told  them 
that  they  had  turned  out  the  late  Go- 
vernment upon  the  Irish  Question.  That 
was  not  the  fact ;  but,  even  if  it  were  so, 
surely  the  noble  Lord  did  not  mean  that 
they  were  to  have  an  alternative  policy 
the  first  day  they  entered  Office.  That 
view  was  a  different  one  from  that 
which  had  been  consistently  hold  by  the 
Tory  Party  for  almost  a  generation. 
Sir  Kobert  Peel  had  refused  to  presoribe 
until  ho  waa  called  in.  It  was  perfectly 
monstrous  to  ask  them,  in  a  matter  of 
this  difficulty  and  complication,  to  come 
to  a  conclusion  on  all  the  details  of  their 
policy  in  a  few  days,  when,  by  their  own 
confession,  the  Members  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment took  six  months  to  consider 
their  policy,  and  had  not  come  to  a  con- 
clusion even  then.  In  a  speech,  affain, 
which  the  noble  Iy>rd  (Ixird  Rancu>1ph 
Churchill)  had  made  at  Sheffield  he  had 
referred  to  the  sources  of  accurate  infor- 
mation which  the  late  Government  had 
posecsiMKl  with  regard  to  Ireland,  and 
had  told  them  that  weeks  before  the  late 
Government  had  fallen  thev  had  oome 
to  a  conclusion.  They  had  been  told  at 
first  that  there  had  been  nothing  which 
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would  warrant  the  Government  in  ap- 
plying for  exceptional  powers  in  Ireland, 
when  had  the  late  Oovemment  receiyed 
the  information  upon  which  they  had  de- 
termined to  apply  for  these  exceptional 
Eowers?  All  that  the  Queen's  Speech 
ad  done  was  to  express  the  opinion 
that  it  might  bo  necessary,  under  certain 
circumstances,  to  make  some  further  pro- 
posal on  the  subject.  On  the  Thursday 
when  Parliament  met  for  the  discussion 
of  the  Queen's  Spoech  the  Government 
had  no  policy,  although  they  had  had 
six  montns  in  which  to  get  special  infor- 
mation. The  late  Government  had  had 
six  months'  official  information,  and  the 
reports  and  the  advice  of  the  Nobleman 
whom  they  appointed  as  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Lreland,  and  whose  services  were 
deemed  so  valuable  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  this  position — though  it  was 
known  that  he  could  only  hold  it  for  six 
months;  and  yet  they  could  not  make 
up  their  minds  that  it  was  necessary  to 
introduce  coercive  measures.  Then  came 
the  little  incident  to  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  referred.  Tbey 
sent  a  distinguished  Member  of  their 
Administration  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  as 
Chief  Secretary  to  Ireland ;  and  within 
24  hours  information  sent  by  him  by 
telegraph  was  deemed  sufficient  to  out- 
weigh all  the  previous  information  sup- 
plied to  them  by  Lord  Carnarvon  and  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland.  In  24 
hours  there  was  a  gprand  new  policy, 
and  a  declaration  that  the  Government 
had  determined  upon  coercive  measures. 
The  motives  which  led  them  to  adopt 
this  policy,  when  they  knew  that  they 
were  going  to  fall  on  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr. 
Jesse  Collings),  were  very  obvious.  The 
present  position  was  a  very  simple  one. 
The  Irisn  Question  was  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  gravity,  complexity,  difficulty, 
and  importance.  As  it  presented  itself 
to  the  present  Government,  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  much  greater  gravity  and  im- 
portance than  that  which  the  late  Go- 
vernment appeared  to  have  considered 
it.  They,  it  appeared,  had  only  this 
simple  point  to  aecide— whether  or  not 
they  had  sufficient  information  of  out- 
rages in  Ireland  to  justify  them  in  intro- 
ducing a  coercive  or  restrictive  measure. 
But  the  present  Government  had  always 
eaid  that  nothing  could  induce  them  to 
limit  their  consideration  to  suoh  a  point 
as  thai  without  considering  the  condi- 


tion  of  the  Land  Question  and  the  de- 
mands now  for  the  first  time  formally 
promulgated  by  Eepresentatives  who 
were  clearly  entitled  to  speak  for  five- 
sixths  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  These 
were  all  questions  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  insisted  on  considering  to- 
gether; and  they  had  so  far  extended 
the  limits  of  the  inquiry,  and  made  it  the 
more  desirable  that  time  should  be  given 
for  arriving  at  a  oondusion.  If  hon. 
Members  asked  them  to-night  to  declare 
their  policy,  they  would  frankly  tell 
them  that  they  had  not  one  to  give. 
They  pledged  themselves  to  pursue  an 
inquiry  which  should  enable  them  to 
state  their  policy.  That  inquiry  com- 
menced on  Monday.  It  was  one  not  yet 
concluded.  It  was  their  desire  and  in- 
tention to  conclude  it  at  as  early  a  date 
as  possible ;  and  as  soon  as  they  could  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Prime  Minister  had 
stated  that  the  result  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government's  deliberations  would  be 
communicated  to  the  House. 

Amendment  moved. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHXIROHILL : 
I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  this  debate  to 
the  inconvenience  of  the  House;  but 
the  circumstances  imder  which  the  Honse 
has  met  this  evening  are  of  a  very 
peculiar  and  grave  character,  and  there 
are  certain  matters  on  which  I  think 
Members  of  this  House  have  a  right  to 
ask  for  the  clearest  and  fullest  informa- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Gk>vemment,  for  technical 
reasons  of  procedure,  has  not  been  able 
hitherto  to  take  part  in  the  debate  which 
has  been  going  on ;  but  the  Amendment 
which  is  now  before  the  House  will 
afibrd  him  an  opportunity  of  answering 
any  inquiries,  if  he  thinks  it  wise  or 
prudent  to  do  eo.  The  Gh)vemmcnt  have 
told  us  that  it  is  not,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, in  their  power  to  lay  their  state- 
ment of  Irish  policy  before  Parliament. 
Thev  have  not  told  us  at  what  time  they 
will  be  able  to  make  that  statement.  Tho 
Prime  Minister  seemed  to  think  that  on  or 
about  the  22nd  of  March  this  might  be 
done ;  but,  fortunately  for  the  public,  a 
day  has  been  definitely  mentioned  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  the  Representative  of 
the  Government  there  on  which  the  Irish 
policy  of  the  Government  is  to  be  dia- 
doeed.  The  date  is  a  moat  interestiiig 
one,  though  of  a  most  ominooa  character ; 
for  it  haa  been  stated  in  the  Honae  of 
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lionlf  to-niffht  that  tho  day  on  whirh 
the  Irish  poltcj  of  the  OoTernmont  will 
be  dbeloded  to  Parliamont  will  be  tho 
celebrated  Ut  of  April.  I  cannot  think 
it  aecidental.  I  imagine  it  must  be  a 
c^unetdeoee  that  tho  daj  has  been  chosen 
for  tho  oommonoement  of  the  Govern* 
ment's  Irish  polirj.  But  there  are  indi- 
eations  of  a  policy  on  which  I  think  we 
hare  a  right  to  question  the  Cbrem- 
nent.  We  have  a  right  to  question  the 
GoTemm<*nt  on  the  indications  of  their 
policy,  which  are  afforded  by  the  an- 
pointmeot  as  Chief  Seeretary  of  the  right 
nan.  Mf>aiber  for  Newcastle  (Mr.  John 
M oriey* .  We  hare  a  right,  before  we 
part  with  this  Address,  to  a«k  that  ri^ht 
n  )n.  Gentleman,  who  has  avoided  taking 
part  in  this  debate  as  yot,  whother  he 
»ttll  adheres  to  the  soutiments  about 
Ireland  which  ho  expressed  a  cihort  time 
ago^a  the  montn  of  January ^at 
Chf^lmsford— sentiments  which  were  dis- 
tinctly made,  which  were  eridootly  most 
carsfoUy  prepared,  and  in  giring  which 
to  the  pobho  he  oxpresslr  said  that 
he  spoke  ''advisedly."  We  hare  a 
right  to  know — for  ho  does  not  re- 
rittire  time  to  make  up  his  mind  on 
this  snbject — whether  he  adheres  to 
the  policy  which  he  then  considered 
ner«»tsary?  I  know  that  tho  right 
hon.  Oentloman  is  a  man  of  honour, 
and  I  am  perfertlv  certain  he  is  not  only 
aeqnatntea  with,  but  is  possessed  by,  all 
the  hooonrablo  traditions  of  English 
statesmanship.  Would  the  right  hon. 
G«atleman  have  stated  as  definitely  as 
he  did  that  nothing  short  of  the  **  ab- 
solnte  and  total  removal  *'  of  the  Irish 
Members  from  Westminster  was  no- 
r  issary  in  January,  and  take  Office  in  a 
liberal  Government  in  the  month  of 
February  prepared  to  abandon  that 
policy f  I  know  he  would  not;  there* 
lure,  there  is  an  indication  in  tho  ap- 
pointment of  the  right  hon.  (}entleman 
of  the  policy  which  the  Oovomment  an* 
gi4a«  to  pursue.  If  this  is  so,  why 
could  not  toe  Oovemment  state  it  now  Y 
The  Prime  Minister  has  seen  many 
Goreniments  eome  into  Office;  and  I 
would  ask  him.  was  there  ever  a  Go* 
vvmment  whirh  came  into  Office  which 
did  o«>t,  at  the  eariiest  momeut,  afford 
to  Farliameiit  a  general  outline  of  what 
their  policy  was  to  be  ?  The  Ute  Go- 
veraneol,  at  all  events,  did  not  err  on 
thai  petal.  They  ocenpied  preeiaely  the 
tiae  as  the  present  Govetnmeat 


had  occupied  in  getting  themselves  to- 

f^ethor;  end  on  &e  day  thf^y  mtt  Psr- 
iament  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Hir 
Michael  Hicks-Desch)  stated  clearly  to 
the  House  what  the  general  outlino  of 
their  policy  would  be,  not  only  with 
rogara  to  Ireland,  but  with  regard  to 
the  goneral  affairs  of  the  oountry.  But 
there  is  another  thiog  on  which  we  are 
bound  to  ask  for  inrormation.  I  havo 
alluded  to  the  iodication  which  is 
afforded  us  of  tho  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  Ireland  by  tho 
appointment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Newcastle;  but 
there  is  another  indication  which,  if 
possible,  is  stronger  still.  When  I  look 
on  the  dtstioguisncd  array  of  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  I  miss  a  well-known 
face.  No  light,  or  ordinary,  or  trivial 
reason  can  be  alleged  why  I  do  not  pc»o 
opposite  to  me  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Member  for  Rossendale  (the  Marquess 
of  Ilartington).  Viewing  tho  groat 
position  which  the  noble  Msrquess  oc- 
cupied before  the  country  and  in  the 
Liberal  Party,  yiewing  the  fact  that 
almost  since  the  year  1859  or  1860,  in 
every  Liberal  Government  which  has 
existed  since  then,  the  noble  Marquess 
has  taken  a  part—and  in  the  last  two 
Liberal  Governments  a  most  prominent 
part — I  say  we  are  entitled  to  ask,  solely 
on  public  grounds,  why  the  noble  Mar- 
quess has  refused  to  co-operate  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  tho  head  of  the 
Government  ?  Bearing  in  mind  tho  un- 
equivocal and  straightforward  manner 
in  which  the  noble  Marquess  has,  on 
more  than  one  oeeasion,  given  to  the 
public  his  yiews  about  the  government 
of  Ireland,  the  absolutely  unequivocal 
manner  in  which  he  has  pronounced 
for  tike  maintenance  of  the  Legislative 
Union  between  the  two  countries,  we 
are  entitled,  in  the  absence  of  anj 
explanation,  to  assume,  oven  more  posi- 
tively than  we  assumed  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho 
!  Member  for  Newcastle,  that  the  iK>licy 
!  of  the  Government  towards  Ireland  is  not 
,  the  maintenance,  but  the  destruction 
I  and  the  repeal  of  the  Legislative  Union ; 
-  and  I  will  appeal  to  the  noble  Marquess 
'  to  say  whetner  we  are,  or  are  not, 
'  justified  in  arriving  at  that  conclusion  f 
|Thf*^e  are  points  on  which  the  public 
require  information.  The  whole  coun- 
'  try  wants  to  know  from  one  of  the  men 
I  at  the  head  of  public  aflisirs*-one  whom 
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the  Prime  MiniBter  epecially  referred  to 
in  1x18  first  Mid  Lotfiian  address — why 
he  no  longer  is  a  Member  of  the  Goyem- 
ment  of  the  Queen,  and  why  he  no 
longer  is  willing  to  co-operate  with  the 
present  Prime  Minister  r  I  think  that 
we  are  pretty  correct  in  surmising  that 
the  same  reason  that  brought  about  the 
inclusion  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Newcastle  led  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
noble  Marauess.  If  Bepeal  of  the  Union 
is  your  policy — and  obviously  it  is,  be- 
cause I  do  not  belieye  that  on  any  other 
question  the  noble  Marquess  would 
haye  parted  from  you — if  that  is  your 
policy,  why  cannot  you  say  so  in  general 
terms  ?  You  could  say  merely  uat  the 
Goyemment  have  come  into  Office  to 
carry  out  the  policy  of  independence 
which  five-sixths  of  the  Irish  people 
demand.  That  must  be  your  jpolicy, 
judging  from  the  inclusion  in  the  Go- 
yemment of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Newcastle,  and  from  the  exclusion  of 
the  noble  Marquess,  and  why  not  ayow 
it?  There  is  a  reason  for  this  delay, 
and  beating  about  the  bush,  and  these 
references  to  old  speeches — a  most  in- 
cautious proceeding  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. \JLaugKt9rJ\  I  speak  with  the 
utmost  seriousness.  I  belieye  that  the 
Bepeal  of  the  Union  would  be  a  fatal 
policy  for  Ireland;  but  if  there  is  a 
policy  which  can  by  any  means  be  more 
fatal  it  is  the  unnecessary  prolongation, 
for  the  lowest  Party  purposes,  of  the 
dreadful  state  of  uncertainty  which 
exists  in  that  countrv.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  would  destroy  the 
late  Goyemment  because  their  Irish 
policy  was  inadequate.  That  was  the 
atatement  of  the  Irish  Chief  Secretary, 
who  brushed  away  aU  the  nonsense 
about  three  acres  and  a  cow. 

Mb.  JOHN  MOBLEY:  I  beg  the 
noble  Lord's  pardon.  I  made  no  state- 
ment of  that  kind. 

LoBD  BANDOLPH  OHUBOHILL: 
I  haye  a  yery  clear  reoolleotion  of  read- 
ing the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech 
with  the  greatest  interest  and  attention ; 
and  I  noticed  with  the  utmost  delight — 
not  only  for  oontroyersial  purposea,  but 
generally  for  the  credit  of  the  new  Go- 
yemment— that  he  stated  in  so  many 
words  that  what  the  late  Oovemment 
fell  on  waa  the  question  of  Ireland,  and 
what  the  proaent  Goyemment  had  oome 
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in  upon  was  the  question  of  Ireland.  I£ 
I  am  wrong  in  that  I  apologize  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  ii  he  will  do 
me  the  fayour  of  referring  to,  I  think, 
his  first  speech  at  Newcastle,  he  will 
find  I  haye  not  misrepresented  him. 
That  being  so,  the  Goyemment  are 
hardly  entitled  to  the  large  amount  of 
time  which  they  claim  to  decide  on  their 
Irish  policy ;  and,  certainly,  if  it  is  to 
be  put  in  the  form  of  a  Bill  they  may 
take  more  time.  But  respecting  the 
general  outline  of  their  policy  with 
regard  to  social  order,  the  question  of 
legislatiye  independence,  and  the  Land 
Question,  they  are  bound  to  take  tlie 
public  into  their  confidence  at  a  far 
earlier  date  than  the  1st  of  April.  But 
if  they  will  not  accede  to  this  suggestion, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  think 
it  unreasonable  in  us  to  call  upon  him, 
missing  from  his  side  one  of  his  oldeat, 
his  most  tried,  his  truest,  and  one  of  hia 
most  experienced  Colleagues,  to  say  why 
that  noble  Marquess  no  longer  forms 
part  of  his  Goyemment.  To  that  infor- 
mation the  public  is  entitled.  I  haye 
risen  to  extract  it ;  and  I  do  not  think 
that  any  Member  will  assert  that  it  is  an 
unreasonable  or  unjustifiable  proposal. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  interest  or  amuse  the  House 
by  following  the  speech  of  the  noble 
liOrd  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  deli- 
yered.  If  I  understand  him  rightly, 
he,  on  the  first  day  of  our  meeting  Par- 
liament three  days  after  our  first  Cabinet 
Council,  thinks  it  necessary  to  accuse  us 
of  unnecessarily  prolonging  the  state  of 
uncertainty  in  upland  for  the  lowest 
Party  purposes.  This  is  what  he  ia 
throwing  off  in  the  character  of  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition.  That  is  tbo 
accusation  for  which  he  thinks  he  has 
already  got  sufficient  ground.  AU  I 
can  say.  Sir,  is  this — that  if  that  be  the 
spirit  in  which,  either  by  the  Goyem- 
ment or  by  an  Opposition,  either  by  & 
Liberal  Party  or  by  a  Conserrative 
Party,  or  by  an  Irish  or  Nationalist 
Party,  the  great  questions  connected 
with  the  oon£tion  and  future  of  Ireland 
are  to  be  treated  in  this  House,  it  is 
idle  for  any  man,  or  for  any  set  of  men, 
to  address  themselyes  to  the  settlement 
of  the  difficulty.  Hope  is  extinguished, 
and  nothing  but  despair  is  found  in  iXs 
place.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  reply  to 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  spirit  of  that 
speech.    I  haye  laid  down  a  resoIatio& 
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for  mjuH  and  I  will  adhere  to  it 
loog  aa  human  nature  will  permit  me, 
thai  in  addreaaing  mvself  to  this,  the 
moat  difficult  and  arauoua  of  all  the 
<jQeationa  which  in  53  jeare  of  political 
life  I  have  had  to  deiu  with,  I  will  re- 
nounce from  the  verj  first  everj  motire, 
•rery  topic,  erery  phrase  of  Partj  aocu- 
aatton»  and  will  atudionslv  aToid  to  the 
beat  of  mj  humhle  ahih'tj,  and  with 
allowance,  perhaps,  for  human  in- 
llrmitiea— I  will  studiously  avoid  every 
word  which  can  justly  excite  a  sentiment 
of  animosity ,  either  on  the  part  of  Gen- 
tlemen oppoaite  or  on  the  part  of  those 
Iriah  Meml^ers  now  constituting  a  large 
majority  with  whom  upon  so  many 
occasions  in  the  former  Parliament  we 
were  so  frequently  in  conflict.  That, 
8tr.  is  my  ap<jlogy — an  apology  which 
will,  I  hope,  last  and  hold  good  for 
aome  time— for  not  noticing  the  accusa- 
tions of  the  nohlo  Lord.  Nor  will  I 
comment  on  the  circumstance  of  his 
striving  at  the  very  first  moment  of  his 
appearing  on  the  Opposition  Bench  to 
envenom  this  difficult  and  arduous  ques- 
tion bv  the  introduction — [CViVi  pf 
"No!"]  Well,  I  would  Uke  away 
even  that  word  if  you  like.  To  en- 
venom a  question,  I  think,  is  not  an 
nnaatural  comment  upon  the  speech  of 
one  who,  before  he  has  facts,  either 
good  or  bad,  to  speak  upon,  thinks  it 
aeeaaaary  to  accuse  us  of  prolonging  the 
state  of  uncertainty  in  Ireland  for  the 
kiwest  Party  purposes.  I  will  say  no- 
thing to  perplex  or  embarrass  the  ques- 
tion ;  ana,  therefore,  instead  of  saying 
to  **  envenom  "  it,  with  regard  to  the 
meaning  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  will  an- 
swer it  in  such  respects  as  it  has  refer* 
eoee  to  me  with  respect  to  my  noblo 
Friend  the  Member  fur  Bossendale  ,the 
Marquess  of  Hartington).  I  heard  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  BnsU>l  Sir  Michael  Ilickslknuih)  a 
compliment  to  my  noblo  Friend  in  the 
debate  on  the  Address,  on  account  of 
the  deameaa  with  which  he,  at  any  rate, 
haddWtversd  his  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
isct  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Union,  and 
had  pxtimytt4  nimself,  therefore,  from 
sU  nersasitr  of  furthf^r  appeal  on  that 
subject.  Then  I  apprehend,  if  I  am 
somneCent  to  speak,  there  can  be  no 
doobt  or  qnestton  whatever  about  the 
views  of  my  noble  Friend  in  that  matter. 
In  respect  to  the  oonduct  of  my  noble 
IHesd,  the  noble  Lord  appeals  to  me  to 
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explain  the  motivea  for  that  oonduct.  It 
is,  however,  not  my  duty.  It  would  be 
a  gross  intrusion  on  the  rights  of  my 
noble  Friend  were  I  to  undertake  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  Whether  there  be 
occasion  for  the  question  or  not,  it  is  a 
proceeding  ootirely  unprecedented  in 
this  House  to  call  upon  any  one  Mem- 
ber of  this  House  to  explain  tho  motives 
of  another.  With  respect  to  the  legiti- 
mate portions  of  tho  appeal,  and  ques- 
tions of  the  noble  Lord,  I  will  answer. 
The  noble  Lord  says  that  tho  appoint- 
ment of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Ohief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley) 
is  an  indication  of  the  spirit  and  ten- 
dency of  the  Oovomment.  Well,  Sir, 
bo  has  asked  my  right  hon.  Friend  whe- 
ther he  adheres  to  the  expressions  of  a 
particular  speech  delivered  by  him.  I 
cannot  presume  to  doubt,  speaking  for 
a  Colleague,  that  to  the  general  purport 
and  spirit  of  his  expressions  he  aidheres. 
For  my  own  part,  1  am  not  in  posses- 
sion, nor  would  it  be  possible  for  me  to 
be  in  possession,  of  all  that  has  been 
said,  or  even  all  the  important  declara- 
tions that  hare  been  made  by  my  Col- 
leagues ;  but  this  I  will  say — that,  so  far 
aa  I  know,  the  opinions  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend — and  I  have  had  some  opportu- 
nities of  learning  them — I  anticipate  the 
greatest  advantage  from  the  accession 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  the  Oovom- 
ment ;  because  I  believe  that  in  a  per- 
fectly open  and  liberal  spirit  he  will 
apply  himself  to  the  consideration  of  this 
difficult  subject,  and  will  afford  to  iu 
the  most  valuable  assistance  in  our 
efforta  at  its  solution.  Now,  the  noble 
Lord  appears  to  think  that  I  am  bound, 
on  this  occasion,  to  discuss  the  Repeal 
of  the  Union.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to 
discuss  upon  this   occaaion  any  Irish 

3ueation  whatever.  If  I  enter  upon  a 
iscussion  of  the  Repeal  of  the  union 
on  this  occasion,  how  am^I  to  resist,  as  I 
have  intimated  my  intention  to  resist, 
the  appeal  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien)  is.  of 
course,  from  his  position,  perfectly  en- 
titled to  take,  that  upon  this  occasion  we 
shall  discuss  the  subject  of  evictions  iu 
Ireland?  That  is  a  queation  of  the 
deepest  interest,  and  of  greateet  im- 
I>ortance;    and  there  are  many  other 

auestions  of  the  deepest  interest,  and  of 
&e  greatest  importance,  whioh  are  open 
and  before  the  public  mind  with  respect 
to  Ireland*  For  example,  the  queatioiiof 
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social  order  in  Ireland  may  admit,  and 
does    apparently   admit,   of   doubt    as 
to    the    manner    in    which    it    should 
be  dealt  with.     But  were  I  to  discuss 
one  point  connected  with  this    social 
order,  or  with  the  integrity  of  the  Em- 
pire   in  Ireland,   on    this   occasion,   I 
could  not  refuse  to  go  over  the  whole 
circuit  of  those   great   and  important 
subjects  with  the  certainty  of  occupying 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  and  with 
no  advantage  whatever.    I  pass  on  from 
this  portion  of  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lorawith  one  observation.    The  noble 
Lord  has  said  that  whatever  indication 
may  be  drawn  from  the  apx>ointment  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  J.  Morley), 
he  must  observe  that  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  are  to  be  inferred  from 
its  general  composition  and  its  general 
temper.    It  would  have  been  a  smgular 
thing  if  we  had  inferred  the  intentions 
of  the  late  Government  from  the  speeches 
made  by  the  noble  Lord  while  he  still 
sat  below  the  Gangway,  and  when  no- 
body could  be  bound  at  all  by  the  utter- 
ances he  gave  forth.     Sir,  the  noble 
Lord  has  appealed  to  me  on  another 
point,  which  is  this — he  says  that  ho 
appealed  to  me  to  know  that  upon  every 
occasion  Governments  have  begim  with 
a  general  declaration  of  policy.    I  an- 
swer the  noble  Lord  frankly  in  me  nega- 
tive.   It  has  not  been  the  rule  for  Go- 
yernments    to    begin    with    a  general 
declaration  of  their  policy.     Upon  rare 
and  exceptional  occasions  declarations 
of  that  kind  may,  perhaps,  have  been 
made ;   but  I  would  almost  venture  to 
say,  fully  admitting  the  truth  of  the 
noble  Lord's  observation,  that  I  have 
witnessed  the  entrance  of  many  Govern* 
ments  to  power,  and  I  would  venture  to 
say  that,  excepting  in,  perhaps,  two  or 
three  instances  out  of  something  like 
from  15  to  20,  no  such  thing  has  been 
done.    The  earliest  case  of  an  important 
Government  which  I  was  connected  with 
was  the  Government  of  Sir  Bobert  Peel. 
In  the  case  of  Sir  Bobert  Peel's  Govern- 
ment, which  entered  Office  in  Septem- 
ber, 1841,  the  policy  of  the  Government 
was  inferred,  if  I  remember  right,  from 
what  had  tdien  place  out-of-doors ;  and 
although  Sir  Bobert  Peel  came  into  Office 
known  to  be  a  friend  of  the  principle  of 
the  Com  Law,  but  intending  to  amend 
the  Com  Law,  five  months  were  allowed 
to  elapse  before  Sir  Bobert  Peel  de- 
clared his  intentions  with  regard  to  that 


law.    Now,  with  respect  to  the  case  the 
noble  Lord  quoted,  he  says  that  when 
the  late  Government  entered  Office  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  declared  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment.   What  policy  did  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  declare  ?     Let    no   ono 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  I  am  finding 
fault  with  him.     I  received  the  state- 
ment of  his  policy  in  a  spirit  with  which 
I  think  I  may  say  the  spirit  shown  to- 
night does  not  correspond.    The  open- 
ing statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, which  was  perfectly  judicial,  was 
a  statement  that  tnere  was  much  in  the 
conduct  of  Earl  Spencer  that  he  disap* 
provod,  and  the  statement  that  the  late 
Government  bad  determined  to  try  the 
experiment  of  governing  Ireland  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  old  method  of  repres- 
sive criminal  legislation.   They  were  not 
prepared,  in  the  state  of  ciroumstances 
they  had  before  them,  to  apply  to  Ire- 
land the  old  method — whicn  uiey  con- 
sidered an  antiquated  and  very  doubtful 
method — of  repressive  criminal  legisla- 
tion.   That  was  the  length  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went ;  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  think  it  was  as  far 
as  he  could  be  fairly  expected  to  go. 
Well,  Sir,   that  length  we  have  gone 
already;    that    declartion    we    have 
already  made.    It  is  made  in  our  ad- 
dresses to  our  constituents.    It  has  been 
made  by  me  in  this  House.    I  have  told 
you  that  according  to  the  knowledge  we 
are  able  to  acquire  of  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  although  that  condition  is  grave, 
and  requires  our  closest  consideration 
with  a  view  to  remedy,  yet  that  we  are 
not  prepared,  and  do  not  think  we  should 
be  justified  in  the  state  of  the  facts  as 
they  have  come  before  us,  in  asking  you 
at  this  moment  to  choose  for  yonr  form 
of  remedy  the  mode  of  repressive  cri- 
minal legislation.    We  have  gone.  Sir, 
a  g^eat  deal  further  on  our  accession  to 
Office  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
went ;  because  while  he  in  a  very  great 
degree,  I  think,  confined  himself  at  that 
time,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a 
very  limited  reference  to  a  renewal  of 
the  Land  Purchase  Act — while  he  oon- 
lined  himself  in  the  main  to  the  great 
ne^tive  announcement,  which  was,  in 
pomt  of  fact,  a  most  important  announce- 
ment, of  poUcj',  and  was  destined,  as  ho 
ought  to  nave  seen,  to  exercise  infallibly, 
whoever  might  be  in  Office,  a  most  im- 
portant influence  on  the  future  policy  of 
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this  eoontry  with  regard  to  Ireland — 
while  he  oonfined  himeelf  to  that  nega- 
tire  atatemeiitt  we  hare  not  confined  our- 
if^lree  to  such  a  ncgatiTe  statement ;  but 
wi»  eaid  that  it  will  be  our  dutj^that  it 
i<  ottr  immediate  duty — that  it  ie  a  duty 
the  execution  of  which  has  already  been 
bema — to  consider  carefully  and  in  do* 
tail  what  are  the  measuree  of  a  positive 
and  sabetantivo  character  which  weought 
to  adopt  by  way  of  apnlying  a  remedy 
to  what,  I  think,  on  aU  hands,  amidst 
all  o«r  difforenoee  of  view,  is  admitted 
to  be  the  greatest  erils.  Therefore, 
what  I  say  is  this — the  noble  Lord  found 
it  necessanr  to  have  six  months  of  expo- 
rtenee  and  inquiry  and  consideration 
about  the  state  of  Ireland ;  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  had  not  been  ablo 
to  make  up  his  mind  whether  coercive 
l«^giiilation  was  or  was  not  necessary. 
He  admitted  an  approximation  towards 
making  up  bin  mina.  lie  thought  it  was 
likely  to  be  neci^ssarr ;  and  he  introduced 
that  somewhat  norel  form  in  the  Quoen^s 
Hp<«ech  of  aaiuaiotin^  the  House  with 
the  workings  of  the  mind  of  the  Cabinet 
on  this  difficult  and  doubtful  subject, 
aflfctitte  the  condition  of  that  country. 
That,  Sir,  is  the  answer  I  have  to  make 
to  the  noble  Lord,  and  indeed  substan- 
tially it  amounts  to  this.  The  noble 
Lord  says  that  to  ask  till  the  1st  of 
April  as  a  dato  is  requiring  a  time  un« 
reasonably  long.  Well,  Sir,  I  would 
say  it  appears  to  me  that  that  is  rather 
a  qoeationable  declaration  on  the  part  of 
the  noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lonl  took 
six  months  to  consider  whether  he 
should  or  should  not  apply  coercive 
legislation  in  Ireland,  ana  could  not 
make  up  his  mind. 

Loan  BAMDOLPn  CHUBCHILL : 
lilliara  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gather  that  ? 

Ma.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  From  the 
Qoean*s  Speech,  which  you  advised. 

Loan  BANDOLPH  CnnRCHILL : 
n*  Qoeao*s  Speech  was  adopter!  before 
Parliament  met. 

Mm.W.E.GLADeTOXE:  ExaeUyso; 
I  amperfectlyawareof  that  circumstance. 
Que^^'s  Speeches  are  not  made  aftor 
I*ariiament  meets.  He  made  up  his 
mind,  I  admit,  in  three  days  afterwards ; 
and  it  is  a  subject  as  to  which  it  will  bo 
net««aary  to  question  the  Members  of 
the  lato  Oovemment  what  wen*  tho 
evenu  which  passed  in  those  thn^e  days 
whicii  made  toem  adopt  the  resolution 


they  announced ;  what  was  the  course 
of  events  with  regard  to  outrage,  evic- 
tions, and  order,  and  the  various  points 
bearing  on  tho  subject ;  what  were  tho 
events  that  occurred  between  the  2 let 
of  January,  when  the  Speech  was  modo 
in  this  House,  and  the  95th  of  January, 
when  we  were  told  that,  in  24  hours,  the 
poliov  had  been  declared — what  wore 
the  facts  belonging  to  these  four  days 
which  caused  the  mind  of  the  Govern** 
ment  to  be  changed?  We  are  veij 
anxious  that  the  House  and  tho  pubho 
should  be  in  possession  of  the  interoet- 
ing  information ;  and  that  information 
wul  be  most  interesting,  as  boaiing  upon 
the  actual  political  situation,  as  well  as 
upon  tho  views  and  proceedings  of  tho 
late  Government.  Sir,  we  have  frankly 
gi^en  a  pledge  to  the  House  that  no 
timo  will  voluntarily  be  lost  bv  us ;  that 
wo  have  before  us  a  great  and  complex 
question,  the  most  complex  I  have  ever 
had  to  deal  with.  If  I  am  told  that  the 
uncertainty  in  Ireland  has  been  un- 
necessarily prolonged — I  must  say  I  am 
so  desirous  to  avoid  crimination  that  I 
do  not  like  to  make  the  reply  that  sug* 
^ts  itself  to  me— I  want  to  know  why 
it  is  that  tho  public  mind  has  bt^en  in  a 
state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  Govern- 
mont  of  this  countnr  and  the  mode  of 
treatment  of  Ireland  since  tho  result  of 
the  General  Election  became  known? 
Why  was  it  that  we  hoard  so  much,  and 
hear  so  much  to-night,  about  the  over- 
throw of  the  late  Government,  as  if, 
forsooth!  it  was  a  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance that  this  House  shouli 
not  be  contented  with  the  continued 
maintenance  of  a  Government  that  had 
250  supporters  out  of  a  House  of  670 
Members.  It  wotdd  be  a  marvelloua 
thin^,  if  a  debate  be  raised,  whether  on 
tho  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mom* 
ber  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings^  or 
on  the  prospects  of  tho  Irish  Question, 
that  this  astonishing  event  should  take 
place — that  a  Oovemment  with  250  snp- 

e>rters  should  continue  to  sit  upon  a 
ench  which  is  uniformly  occupied  by 
those  who  have  the  confidence  of  a  ma* 
jority  of  the  Houso  of  Commons,  or,  at 
the  very  least,  by  those  who  have  some 
reason  to  snpi>ose  that  the  House  is  not 
pretMtfed  to  ao  otherwise  than  support 
them.  Well,  Sir,  when  the  late  Go- 
vernment— and  I  do  not  makf*  any  accu- 
sation about  it— determined  that  with 
their  250  supporters  they  intended  to 
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meet  Parliament,  I  did  not,  in  my  own 
mindy  oondemn  them ;  but  I  said  this — 
thej  are  perl eotlj  aware  of  the  principle 
tiiat  a  email  minority  of  this  House, 
those  connected  with  a  small  minority 
of  this  House,  are  not  the  persons  who 
are  intended  to  carry  on  the  goyemment 
of  the  coimtry;  and  the  conclusion  I 
came  to  was  this — that  they  were  going 
to  continue  their  association  with  the 
hop.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell),  and  to  eu- 
dearour  to  examine  whether  they  could 
not  meet  this  g^eat  Irish  question  with 
some  worthier,  safer,  and  more  perma- 
nent method  than  the  old,  often  and 
unsatisfactorily-tried  method  of  special 
criminal  legislation.  Sir,  I  should  have 
rejoiced  if  that  had  been  the  case.  [  Op» 
poniion  laughUr.']  I  hear  the  jeers,  if  I 
may  so  otSl  them.  They  proceed  from 
Gentlemen  who  are  shocked  at  the  very 
barest  idea  of  friendly  relations  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork, 
and  almost  evexr  man  of  that  Party. 
How  many  Memoers  of  the  Party  oppo- 
site are  there  who  gare  utterance  to  such 
an  idea  in  July  last,  in  August  last,  in 
September  last,  in  October  last,  or  in 
NoTember  last,  or  until  the  elections 
were  decided,  and  that  influence  upon 
the  English  boroughs  had  been  secured, 
which  has  so  greatly  contributed  to  swell 
the  ranks  of  the  minority  opposite  into 
a  respectable  minority?  I  was  drawn 
into  this  remark  from  the  interruption 
which  came  from  that  quarter  of  the 
House,  and  which  actually  suggested  to 
me  an  idea  I  had  no  intention  of  express- 
ing. I  should  hare  rejoiced  if  Her  Ma- 
jesty's OoTcmment  had  arrived  at  the 
Dola  resolution  to  face  this  question  as 
a  Bubstantiye  question,  and  to  act  on 
the  proposition  which  the  Earl  of  Car- 
naryon  gaye  utterance  to  in  tibe  House  of 
Lords  at  the  end  of  the  last  Session, 
that  you  could  not  be  always  resorting 
to  coercion;  that  you  must  look  for 
something  better  than  coercion  as  a 
means  of  goyeming  Ireland ;  for  I  am 
quite  sure  of  this — that  if  the  riffht  hon. 
Qentleman  opposite  and  the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury  had  been  able  to  brace 
theinselyes  to  such  a  resolution,  it  is 
possible  that  they  might  haye  giyen  dis- 
satisfaction to  a  portion  of  Uieir  own 
Friends ;  it  is  possible  that  they  might 
haye  made  one  of  those  Party  sacrifices 
which  seem  now  to  haye  gone  out  of 
fisshion,  but  which,  in  other  days— the 
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days  of  Sir  Bobert  Peel  and  the  Duke 
of  Wellington — were  deemed  the  highest 
honour — namely,  when  they  saw  Uio 
opportunity  to  senre  the  country,  to  cast 
to  the  winds  eyery  consideration  of  the 
effect  upon  the  Party,  and  to  secure  to 
the  nation  the  benefits  which  they  alone 
— ^Sir  Bobert  Peel  and  the  Duke  of 
Wellington — were  capable  of  securing. 
I  belieye  that  is  the  case  we  haye  before 
us;  but  I  do  not  presume — ^I  feel  the 
overwhelming  difficulties  of  this  question 
to  any  Government  that  takes  up  the 
matter — the  late  Gh)vemment  came,  I 
think,  to  a  wrong  decision ;  but  such  are 
the  difficulties  of  the  case  that  I  do  not 
presume  to  blame  them.  I  had  thought, 
and  I  still  think,  that  there  were  some 
among  them  who  would  have  been  able 
to  face  the  danger  and  the  difficulty.  I 
have  a  strong  impression  that  men  among 
them,  and  eminent  men  among  them, 
were  prepared  to  take  that  course.  They 
could  not  command  union  among  them- 
selves, and  before  their  difficulties  they 
have  fallen.  Of  their  action  I  say  I  do 
not  complain.  I  make  no  charge  against 
them.  In  doubtful  cases  and  in  en- 
tangled cases  of  this  kind  it  is  veiy  easy 
to  make  accusations,  and  the  more  violent 
the  accusations  are  the  more  easy  it  is 
to  make  them  and  the  louder  are  the 
cheers  they  evoke.  I  wish  to  renounce 
all  feelings  of  that  kind.  We  have 
before  us  a  severe  labour.  We  will  not 
lose  any  time ;  but  continue  to  address 
ourselves,  as  we  have  addressed  ourselves, 
to  it.  We  will  not  rest  upon  the  ex- 
ample of  the  noble  Lord,  and  say  we 
must  have  six  months'  experience,  in- 
quiry, and  consideration  before  we  do 
what  he  did  not  do— arrive  at  a  con- 
clusion. I  have  been  bold  enough  to 
indicate  to-night — so  eamesUy  was  I 
desirous  to  meet  the  feeling  which  must 
prevail  in  this  difficult  state  of  circum- 
stances— that  within  no  long  time  after 
the  necessary  transactions  connected  with 
the  Estimates  are  concluded,  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  open  to  some  degree  the  views 
of  the  Gk>yemment  with  regard  to  those 
positive  and  substantive  measures  of  a 
remedial  character  for  Ireland  which  we 
may  separate  by  calling  them  the  ques- 
tion of  social  order,  the  question  of  the 
land,  and  the  question  of  Irish  govern- 
ment; but  which  I  believe  are  essen- 
tially associated  together  by  bands  so 
strong  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  man 
to  disjoin  them.    We  can  do  no  more. 
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AT*  Maaot  ipMk  of  the  fdioM.  We 
•fiaad  ta  an  aititade  in  which  it  would 
h^f%  h#Mi  abswd,  and  in  vhioh  we 
wottU  have  heen  guiltj,  if  we  had  pre- 
t<»nded  to  do  more  than  I  hare  indicated. 
I  hope  the  Hoaae  will  accept  our  deola* 
ration  in  the  good  faith  in  which  it  has 
h«ien  giTon*  and  not  approve  the  noble 
Loffd's  attack,  and  aocuie  ne  of  pro- 
longing  nneerUin^  abont  Ireland  for 
Party  narpocee.  All  theee  chargce  of 
the  noble  Lord  we  pace  bj  with  con- 
■iderable  eqnanimity ;  we  shall  striTe  to 
do  our  own  dotr  to  the  beet  of  our 
ability,  and  the  best  of  men  can  do  no 
more. 

8ta  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
had  tome  expectation  that  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Member  for  Roesendale 
(the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  might 
KsTS  answered  the  appeal  of  my  noblo 
Kni«nd  near  me  (Lord  Randolph 
C^hurchiU),  which  certainly  was  ad- 
drcMod  more  directly  to  him  than  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Oladslone].  But  the  right  hon.  Qentlo- 
man  made  some  remarks,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  which  I  think  it  is  neces- 
nary,  rcry  shortly,  to  notice.  The  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  question 
the  conduct  of  the  late  GoTemmont  in 
reeolTing  to  meet  Parliament  after  the 
ctrenmttaneee  of  the  General  Election. 
I  can  only  ear  that  that  wss  a  decision 
which  we  amred  at,  to  no  small  exteot» 
upon  the  statements  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  ss  to  his  own  posi- 
tion. We  had  the  best  of  reasons  for 
beliering  that  he,  at  sny  rate,  did  not 
consider  that  he  commanded  a  majority 
of  the  Honse  of  Commons.  Whatever 
b«  onr  lotion  in  regard  to  this  As- 
•embWt  in  oar  belief  no  Party  has  a 
majon^r  ta  this  Ilouse.  There  are 
three  rartiee  in  this  House,  and  time 
sJooe  ean  show  which  has  the  confi- 
dence of  the  House  of  Commons.  But 
no  sooner  did  we  meet  the  House,  and 
annonnee  a  policy  with  reference  to  Ire- 
land which  included,  but  was  by  no 
means  soldy  composed  of,  repressire 
legislation,  than  tnere  was  that  com- 
binatioa  between  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  and  his  followers  and 
those  hon.  Members  who  sit  in  that  (the 
Iriili^^  quarter  of  the  House,  by  which 
he  snesssdt«d  in  obtaining  that  majoritpr 
on  whieh,  I  suppose,  his  GoTomment  is 
now  based.  I  repudiate  the  sugg«*«»tion  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  our  pro- 


posels  with  referenoe  to  Ireland  were 
solely  composed  of  coerdTe  lM;islation. 
In  our  belief,  and  in  the  belief,  I  suspect, 
of  man^  others  besidee  ourselree^-I 
suspect  m  the  belief  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess the  Member  for  Roseendale — the 
primaiy  and  most  urgent  necessity  in 
the  present  condition  of  Ireland  is  to 
secure  the  supremacy  of  the  GtoTemment 
of  the  Queen  throughout  the  whole  of 
that  oountnr,  and  rindicate  the  autho- 
rity of  the  law.  But  when  we  under- 
took to  submit  to  I^arliament  measures 
for  that  purpose,  at  the  same  time  we 
undertook,  if  we  were  successful  in  pass- 
ing those  measures,  that  they  should 
be  immediately  followed  br  further 
legislation  on  the  groat  question  cf  the 
land,  with  which,  I  may  venture  to  say, 
iny  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Westminster  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  has,  in 
past  yoArs,  shown  himself  sinffularly 
qualined  to  deal.  But  what  is  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  affairs  ?  I  do  not  com- 
plain, for  a  moment,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  disclosed  to  us  his 
Irish  policy  to-night;  but  what  I  do 
think,  in  common  with  my  ri^ht  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Dubkn  Uni- 
rereity  (Mr.  Plunket),  is  that  this  House, 
and  especially  Members  connected  with 
Ireland,  have  great  cause  to  complain 
that,  after  all  that  has  been  said  by 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sit  on  the 
Front  Bench  opposite  with  refereoco 
to  this  question,  tne  declaration  of  that 
policy  is  to  be  postponed  for  more  than  a 
month  to  oome.  Now,  we  were  told  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  that  this  matter  has  been  his  daily 
and  his  nightly  study.  We  were  told 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  ^Mr.  Joseph 
Chamberlain),  one  of  his  pnndpal  Col- 
leagues, that  the  result  of  the  General 
Election  in  Ireland  had  made  it  impera- 
tive that  attention  should  be  inunediately 
called  to  the  condition  of  the  country. 
Therefore,  this  question  has  not  for  the 
first  time  occupitMl  the  attention  of  the 
Members  of  thejpreeent  Government  on 
their  accepting  Office.  It  has  oocupied 
their  attention,  by  their  own  admismon, 
for  many  weeks  past ;  and  the  only  thin^, 
in  fact,  of  which  they  could  stand  m 
need  when  they  assumed  Office  was  that 
official  information  which,  of  course,  is 
only  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
of  the  day.  Well,  now,  what  was  onr 
oondusion  on  the  official  information 
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irhioh  reached  us,  and  whicli  we  very 
acrefully  considered,  with  reference  to 
the  state  of  Ireland  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  twitted  us  with  haying 
been  six  months  in  making  up  our  minds 
as  to  the  policy 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  found  no 
fault  whatever  with  the  Goyemment  for 
taking  six  months  to  make  up  their 
minds;  I  found  fault  with  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
for  demanding  from  us  a  declaration  on 
the  first  day  of  our  meeting  Parliament 
as  a  Goyemment. 

Sib  MICHAEL  KECKS- BEACH: 
Welly  but,  Sir,  it  is  not  accurate — it  is 
not  the  fact — ^to  say  that  we  took  six 
months  to  make  up  our  minds  in  the 
matter  at  all.  We  arriyed  at  a  certain 
conclusion,  which  we  announced  to  the 
House  after  our  acceptance  of  Office, 
with  reference  to  the  non-renewal  of  re- 
pressiye  legislation  for  Ireland.  We 
stated,  at  the  time,  that  we  came  to  that 
decision  in  the  belief  that  the  powers  of 
the  ordinary  law  would  be  sufficient  to 
enable  the  Goyemment  to  deal  satisfac- 
torily with  the  state  of  Ireland.  That, 
of  course,  was  a  decision  that  required 
time  to  test.  It  was  tested  throughout 
the  autumn  —  I  announced  myself, 
during  the  autunm,  that  if  we  found  that 
the  powers  of  the  ordinary  law  were  in- 
sufficient for  the  purpose  we  should  haye 
to  apply  to  Farliament  for  further 
powers.  At  the  time  that  Farliament 
met  in  January  wo  were  in  this  most 
difficult  position — that  my  noble  Friend 
the  late  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (the 
Earl  of  Camaryon)  had  resigned  that 
post,  and  the  Minister  primarily  respon- 
sible for  the  goyemment  of  Ireland  was 
necessarily  new  to  his  work.  What  did 
we  do?  We  did  not  alter  our  policy 
between  the  deliyery  of  the  Gracious 
Speech  from  the  Tmrone  and  the  day 
upon  which  I  announced  the  intention 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  dealing 
with  the  National  LeaKue  and  other 
sooietiea  of  the  kind.  But  we  stated 
plainly  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
that— 

''Althoagh  there  hM  been  during  the  last 
year  no  marked  increaae  of  eerious  crimoi 
there  b  in  many  pieces  e  concerted  resistenco  to 
the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations,  and  I 
regret  that  the  pnctice  of  organised  intimida* 
tioo  oootinnee  to 


The  Speech  went  on  to  say — 
Sir  Michael  IKcis-Beach 


"  No  effort  will  be  ipared  on  the  part  of  my 
Goyemment  to  protect  my  Iriih  eabjeota  in  tile 
ezerciae  of  their  legal  rights  and  the  enjoyment 
of  individnal  liberty,  if,  as  my  informatioa 
leads  me  to  apprehend,  the  existing  provisions 
of  the  law  should  prove  to  be  inadeqnate  to 
cope  with  these  growing  evils,  I  look  with  con- 
fidence to  your  wiUingnees  to  invest  my  Qo- 
venunent  with  all  necessary  powers." 

That  was  the  statement  in  the  Speech. 
What  did  it  point  to?  It  pointed  to 
this — that  we  had  not,  at  that  time, 
actually  decided  what  were  the  precise 
means  by  which  the  state  of  things 
which  we  described  would  be  most  sac- 
cessfully  met.  That  was  a  matter 
which  necessarily  had  to  occupy  rery 
grave  attention ;  and  as  soon  as  it 
was  possible  I  stated  to  the  House  the 
decision  at  which  we  had  arrived  upon 
the  recommendation  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Westminster. 
I  will  venture  again  to  assert  that  there 
was  absolutely  no  change  between  the 
declaration  in  the  Gh-acious  Speech  frem 
the  Throne  and  the  annoimcement  sub- 
sequently made  to  the  House  of  Com* 
mens.  That  announcement  was  baaed 
upon  the  very  serious  fact  which  ap- 
pears somehow  to  have  been  forgotten 
or  overlooked  by  the  Oovemment  m  the 
course  of  this  discussion.  We  stated 
our  opinion  as  to  the  serious  condition 
of  Ireland  in  regard  to  social  order,  and 
the  necessity  which  had  grown  into 
existence  of  adopting  exceptional  mea- 
sures for  dealing  with  it.  Were  we 
right,  or  were  we  wrong,  as  to  the  facts 
of  the  present  social  condition  of  Ire- 
land? Were  we  right,  or  were  we 
wrong,  aa  to  the  power  exercised  by  the 
National  League  in  many  parts  of  the 
country,  as  to  the  supersession  by  the 
National  League  of  the  ordinary  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  and,  indeed,  of  law 
itself  in  many  cases  ?  If  we  were  wrong, 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Irelajid  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
has  different  information  from  that 
which  reached  us,  if  he  can  show  that 
the  state  of  Ireland  is  not  what  it  was 
described  to  the  House  of  Commons  by 
my  right  hon.  and  leamel  Friend  the 
late  Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland  (^fr. 
Holmes),  then  let  him  say  so  to  the  House. 
Let  him  put  that  information  before  the 
country,  and  no  one  will  receive  it  with 
greater  pleasure  than  the  Members  of 
the  late  Oovemment.  But  if  we  were 
I  right  in  our  estimate  of  the  condition  of 
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Irtbad,  thm  all  I  cut  mj  ia  thic-— thai 
it  >pp— »  to  me  nothing  can  bo  gmver 
tlua  the  reeponeibility  whioh  the  preeent 
C  toremment  are  inoarring  bj  postponing 
for  mote  than  a  month  any  attempt  to 
deal  with  a  ttate  of  affairs  which  would 
be  a  disgrace  if  suffered  to  continue  in 
any  ctTiiiied  country.  The  right  hon. 
Oeotleman,  I  remember*  in  one  of  his 
speeches*  twitted  us  with  what  he  sup- 
poeed,  at  the  time,  to  bo  our  nolicy  of 
neither  goreraing  Ireland  ourselres,  nor 
allowing  Ireland  to  gorem  itself.  WeU, 
i^it,  it  seems  to  me  that,  at  any  rate  for 
•one  little  time  to  come,  he  will  be  fol- 
lowing a  ooofsa  precisely  simiJar  to  that 
whioh  he  so  wrongly  attributed  to  us. 
He  is  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ;  but 
I  will  reotuxe  to  say  this^that  in  the 
DTSsent  state  of  affairs  in  many  parts  of 
Ireland  he  ia  Chief  Secretary  oy  the 
grace  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  ,Mr.  Pameli;,  and  is  compelled 
to  act  according  to  the  bidding  of  the 
Nallonnl  League.  WvU,  if  that  bo  not 
eo,  let  him  show  it  to  the  country.  Let 
him  come  forward  and  prore  that  my 
right  hon.  Frit*nd  the  Member  for  Dublin 
Tnireraitv,  who  spoke  to-night,  was 
wrong  in  his  deecription  of  the  condition 
of  the  country,  and  then  the  Goremment 
will  hare  said  something  in  justification 
of  their  present  position.  Before  they 
came  into  Office  they  pressed  on  us, 
through  the  Prime  Minister,  the  imme- 
diate nM*ee»ity  of  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion. ^  Mr.  ULAtmniVB  :  i)l  declaring 
your  intentions.  J  Well,  of  **  declaring 
our  intentions*'  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
this  qaeetion  should  be  dealt  with.  He 
told  us  **thatwhateTer  should  be  done  for 
Irelaadshouldbedone  with  all  thepromp- 
titade  that  tho  nature  of  the  case  re- 

3[aired.'*  Whatever  we  thouwht  adequate 
or  the  case,  whether  with  respect  to 
social  order  or  the  land,  "  let  us  know 
what  it  is ;  staU  it  frankly  to  the  House.'* 
That  is  now  our  demand  to  him,  and  that 
dsnand  cannot  be  met  by  a  poetpone- 
meat  of  the  whole  qnastion  for  more  than 
six  weeks.  Iy>okiog  at  what  we  boIieTo 
to  bo  the  prss«*tit  condition  of  Ireland, 
I  think  nothing  can  be  graTor  than  tho 
r^epiinsibdity  which  is  incurred  by  any 
Cf«»remm«-nt  of  this  cuiintry  in  doing 
what  my  right  hon.  Friend  th<«  Mem* 
b#r  for  i>ublin  iroireraity  so  well  de- 
scribed ae  "  allowing  mattitrs  to  drift/' 
I  trust  we  mar  hare  frum  the  right  hon. 
Oentieman  who  has  sooceedMi  to  the 
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rery  difficult  Office  of  Ohief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  and  whose  abilities,  I  am 
sure,  we  all  admire— I  trust  we  may 
hare  from  him  some  statement  whi<m 
may,  at  any  rate,  show  that  he  is  sensible 
of  the  grave  nature  of  tho  organiration 
with  which  he  has  to  deal,  the  obiecta 
at  whioh  it  is  aimed,  and  the  erils  from 
which  the  country  must  suffer  if  it  is  not 
coped  with  in  a  rery  different  spirit 
from  that  which  has  animated  the 
speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  to-night. 

SCOTLAND— CROFTERS  AND  O  ATTARS. 

Mb.  MAGFABLANE.   in    rising  to 

more,  as  an  Amendment,  the  insertion, 

at  the  end  of  the  16th  paragraph,  of  the 

following  additional  paragraph  to  the 

Queen's  Speech : — 

'*  This  HooM  hnmbl^  eypreswi  its  regrst  that 
in  Her  M«iMty*t  Gncioiis  8pe«ch  the  refcrsnoc 
to  the  condition  of  the  people  in  the  Uighlsnds 
and  IsUnds  of  ScotUna  ii  of  «  vague  and  in- 
definite charmctcr,  and  contains  no  satisfactory 
aMonnce  that  each  Legialation  as  the  terioas 
natnre  of  the  case  demand*  will  he  OBdertaken, 
and  ta  of  opinion  that,  until  a  Luid  Bill  dealing 
in  a  comprehcnfltTe  manner  vith  the  proTed  and 
admitted  gTievanc«e  of  the  Highland  People haa 
>wy»n  paaeMi  into  Law,  the  Cinl  or  Military 
Forc«e  of  the  (.Yewn  should  not  he  employed 
to  eTiet  thoee  People  from  their  hereditary 
homes/' 

said  that,  no  doubt  in  common  with  a 
great  many,  the  House  would  be  glad  to 
hear  the  announcement  of  the  OoTom- 
ment  that,  on  Monday  next,  it  was  their 
intention  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
the  Land  Question  in  Scotland ;  but  it 
waa  a  question  of  great  urgency,  and  he 
regretted  that  that  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  GoTemment  did  not  meet 
the  case  which  he  proposed  to  prorida 
for,  if  the  House  would  acoept  hia 
Amendment  His  Amendment  was  not 
to  force  the  Oovemment  to  legislate  for 
a  settlement  of  the  Land  Question,  for  he 
imagined  no  pressure  waa  required  to  be 
put  upon  any  OoTemment  to  oompel 
them  to  see  the  absolute  neceesity  of 
legislating  upon  thequeetion  with  ariew 
to  its  settlement.  It  was  different  a  few 
years  ago,  when  he  first  took  the  liberty 
— whirh  was  then  thought  to  bo  a  great 
liberty — of  moving  on  this  question.  It 
was  (*onsiderml  a  gn*at  liberty  because, 
though  he  was  a  8cx>tchman,  he  repre- 
,  M*utod  an  Irish  conatituency.    That  re- 

Iiroach — if  reproai*h  it  were— cotdd  no 
onger  bo  appiied ;  for  he  had  come  back 
I  now  to  the  Uouso  without  that  stain  upon 
J  his  charactar ;  and  he  appeared,  a«  a 
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Sootoh  Member,  to  plead  as  eamesUj  as 
he  oould  on  behalf  of  those  people  in 
whose  interests  he  had  put  down  his 
Amendment.  He  had  no  wish  to  take 
np  any  long  time  in  discussing  the  ques- 
tion, because  his  proposition  was  a  yery 
simple  one.  He  ooula  multiply  instances 
by  the  hundred  where,  in  public  meet- 
ing, resolutions  were  carried,  praying 
that  House  to  grant  suspension  of  evic- 
tion, pending  the  passing  of  the  legis- 
lative measures  proposed  by  Govern- 
ment. His  proposal,  he  thought,  was 
not  without  precedent;  because,  although 
not  in  the  exact  form,  it  contained  the 
substance  and  spirit  of  the  ill-fated  Com- 
pensation for  Disturbance  Bill  of  1880. 
He  moved,  on  this  occasion,  to  ask  this 
High  Court  of  Parliament  to  grant  an 
injunction  to  restrain  one  of  the  parties 
to  a  suit  from  ruining  the  other,  pending 
the  decision  of  this  High  Court  on  their 
case.  That  was  literally  the  issue  that 
was  raised  by  the  Amendment.  It  was 
an  appeal  for  injunction  against  one  who 
had  the  whole  power^he  power  of 
totally  ruining  and  banishing  if  he  chose 
—  from  their  native  homes  as  many  as 
happened  to  reside  on  his  property.  He 
had  no  doubt  there  were  plenty  of  good 
landlords  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Scotland;  but  it  was  not  the  good 
landlords,  but  the  bad  landlords,  they 
had  to  legislate  for ;  and  he  was  only  now 
asking  the  House  to  compel  the  bad 
landlord,  who  brought  shame  upon  the 
others,  to  do  that  which  the  good  land- 
lord would  do  of  his  own  accord.  By  the 
law  of  the  land  a  landlord  had  perfect 
liberty  to  evict  a  man,  whether  in  arrears 
or  not,  upon  six  months'  notice;  and  the 
reason  he  asked  the  House  to  accept  his 
Amendment  was  because,  before  it  was 
possible  for  the  Government  to  pass  their 
Bill  through  Parliament  and  bring  it 
into  effective  use,  the  eviction  season 
would  have  passed.  Hundreds  of  evic- 
tions were  now  threatened  in  Soot- 
land  ;  people  were  having  notices  served 
upon  them;  and  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (the  Lord  Advo- 
cate) knew  perfectly  well  that  in  the 
month  of  May  the  eviction  season  would 
set  in,  and  in  order  to  prevent  that  he 
moved  his  Amendment.  To  show  the 
urgency  of  what  he  asked  for,  he  would 
cite  a  few  instances,  but  without  giving 
the  names  of  the  people  or  the  places. 
The  statement  was  that  last  Mar- 
tinmas   a    number   of    crofters   were 
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served  with  notices  of  removal.  They 
had  all  their  rents  paid,  and  their 
crofts  consisted  of  2}  acres  of  the  poorest 
soil.  These  crofts  were  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  mansion  house,  and 
were  of  a  character  that  no  farmer  would 
pay  more  than  £12  for  the  whole  seven. 
Yet  the  laird  derived  £84  a-year  from 
these  crofts.  These  people  went  on  to 
say  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
pay  these  rents,  and  that  hitherto  they 
had  been  paid  by  contributions  sent  by 
their  friends  in  the  South.  In  their 
present  circumstances  they  could  not  see 
what  they  were  to  do.  They  must  sub- 
mit to  the  law,  and  therefore  prepare 
for  eviction.  None  of  them  were  in 
arrears,  and  they  could  only  rely  upon 
the  Legislature  passing  some  measure 
to  stop  these  repressive  and  inhuman 
practices.  In  another  case,  reported  by 
the  Press  on  the  11th  of  February,  it 
was  stated  that  a  meeting  was  held  at 
Cromarty  for  the  purpose  of  approach- 
ing the  landlord  for  a  reduction  of  rent ; 
and  the  statement  was  that  Mrs.  Mao- 
Kenzie  declined,  and  said  she  would 
''put  the  whole  estate  under  fallow 
rather  than  give  one  sixpence  of  reduc- 
tion.'' These  were  the  statements  that 
came  from  a  people  in  a  state  of  despair. 
In  moBt  of  the  cases  in  which  evictions 
were  threatened  it  was,  no  doubt,  on 
account  of  heavy  arrears ;  but  how  did 
they  arise  ?  They  were  carried  forward 
from  one  tenant  to  another,  these  being 
kept  upon  the  factor's  books  in  terrorem 
over  the  tenants.  For  instance,  £6  was 
fixed  as  the  rent  in  the  books,  but  £5 
was  all  that  was  paid ;  but  after  a  time 
the  tenant  found  that  £1  a-year  had 
been  accumulating  as  arrears  which  pro- 
vided the  excuse  for  eviction.  There 
had  been  no  disturbances  and  no  out- 
rages of  any  kind  throughout  the  whole 
of  Scotland.  This  was  a  peaceful,  legi- 
timate, and  Constitutional  demand  that 
was  being  made;  and  he  appealed  to 
that  House,  to  the  Gentlemen  who  TOted 
for  the  Compensation  for  Disturbanoe 
Bill,  who  voted  for  similar  measures 
for  Ireland,  for  the  Land  Act  in  Ire- 
land, and  for  all  the  legislation  that 
had  taken  place  in  Ireland,  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  corresponding  classes  in 
Scotland,  and  not  leave  them  in  destitu- 
tion because  they  were  peaceable.  Let 
them  not  teach  them  to  break  the  law — 
that  was  a  lesson  that  had  been  taught 
in  Ireland ;  but  he  hoped  that  his  ooun- 
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tiTmMi  would  not  letrn  it.    Logitimate 
log^iaUtton  wm  what  they  requi^ ;  and 
ho  aakod  tfao  Homo,  m  a  first  atep,  to 
ataad  between  them  and  a  wroog*aoer, 
and  not  between  them  and  good  land- 
lorda^thouffh  even  good  landlords  in 
Seotland  had  far  too  much  power — ^more 
power  than  ought  to  be  trusted  to  any 
tadi^idQala.    TheT  eould  sell  thoir  land 
if  they  chose  to  Mr.  Winans,  and  the 
sale  wonld    entitle   him   to   Rive   six 
months'  notice  to  the  whole  of  the  native 
popolation  who  were  not  under  leases. 
He  appealed  to  the  House  and  the  Oo- 
Terament  to  stand  between  those  people 
and  what  was  praotioally  sending  them 
oot  of  the  oountry.    These  people  were 
atlaehed  to  their  own  oountry,  and  he 
wanted  to  see  them  liring  in  their  own 
glens  and  native  hill*sides,  and  not  dwell- 
in|f  in    the  slums  of  big  cities.      He 
wuhed  ther  had  more  ox  them  in  that 
petition.     If  they  had,  they  would  not 
bear  so  much  about  the  distress  of  the 
unemployed.    There  was  plenty  of  land 
for  the  unemployed  if  they  could  get  it 
to  cttltiTate.    He  had  not  brought  a  large 
number  of  eases  before  the  notice  of  tho 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
I>ird  Advocate;  but  it  was  not  becnuso  ho 
had  not  the  cases  to  bring  forward  in  wit- 
ness of  what  he  had  said.    The  nest  time 
this  matter  was  brought  forward    he 
would  r^ad  case  after  case  and  take  up 
hour  niier  hour.    He  moved  thi^  Amend- 
meat  with  regret.     He  should  have  pre- 
ferred if  he   had  beon  in  a  position  to 
move  this  Amendment  when   tho  late 
Clovemment  were  in  power— or  rather 
in  Ofllce,  f<ir  they  never  were  in  power. 
He  was  quite  sure  there  were  hon.  and 
right  bon.  Gentlemen  who  would  have 
supported  this  Amendment  under  those 
ctrrumstanoes,  but  who,  under  existing 
ctrcumatanees,  would    not   be  able  to 
support  it,  and  he  thought  he  would 
probably  have  earned  it.     He  believed 
the  pressnt  Oovemment  s^Tiousl v  meant 
to  deal  with  this  question,  and  that  they 
would  deal  with  it  in  a  vorv  difTon>nt 
fashioQ  from  the  way  in   which  they 
propcM^  lo  deal  with  it  lost  y<*ar,  for  a 
Kveat  many  thiogn  had  hap|M*ned  since 
then.     But  if  the  Govemm^ot  were  pnv. 
parsd  to  take  away  from  tho  landlords 
the  power  of  evicting  the  people  for  no 
cause,  why   would   they   not  do  it   by 
aaeeptiog  this  Am^'ndment  two  or  three 
mouths  in  advance  of  their  Dill?    II** 
should  be  obliged    to  ascertain  by  a 


division  the  state  of  opinion  in  the  Hout a 
upon  the  question,  so  that  they  would 
know  who  were  their  friends  and  who 
were  the  foee.  In  conclusion,  he  bogged 
to  move  the  Ilesolution  which  8to<^  in 
his  name. 

Dr.  CLARK,  in  seconding  the  Amend- 
ment, said,  he  wanted  to  bring  be- 
fore the  House  some  facts  in  regard 
to  the  position  of  the  crofters  at  the 
present  time.  Two  or  three  vears 
ago  the  hon.  Member  for  Argyllshiro 
(Mr.  Macfarlane)  managed  to  got  the 
time  of  notice  for  eviction  changed 
from  six  weeks  to  six  months ;  and  they 
knew  that  already  a  large  number  of 
crofters  had  received  that  six  months* 
notice.  Under  the  Scotch  Act  those  who 
were  in  arrear  might  be  turned  out  if 
they  were  40  days  in  arrear  before  some 
date  in  May ;  and  what  he  feared  was 
that  a  large  number  of  crofters  who 
were  utterly  unable  to  pay  rent  in  eon- 
sequence  of  the  new  condition  of  thin^ 
would  be  turned  out.  The  crofter  did 
not  so  much  make  his  living  out  of  the 
land  as  on  the  sea ;  and  the  crofter,  in 
his  capacity  as  farmer  and  in  his  capa- 
city as  fisherman,  had  lately  met  with 
an  unparalleled  condition  of  depression. 
As  a  farmer  his  stock  had  fallen  about 
50  per  cent  in  the  last  two  years.  In 
his  own  county  in  six  months  the  value 
of  stock  had  fallen  nearlv  40  per  cent, 
so  that  if  the  crofter  sold  his  stock  to 
try  to  pay  his  rent,  even  then  he  could 
not  pay  it.  Of  course,  the  large  farmer 
felt  the  depre^ion  nearly  as  much  as 
the  crofters,  and  thev  also  required 
protection.  Only  thev  had  got  capital, 
and  the  landlord  might  think  twice  be- 
fore he  killed  the  goose  that  laid  the 
golden  eggs — before  making  the  capi- 
talist farmers  bankrupt.  The  crofter 
had  been  paying  a  great  deal  for  hia 
land  becauae  it  was  near  the  sea; 
but  the  depression  in  the  land  had 
cot  b<*en  so  great  as  was  the  depres- 
sion in  the  fishing  industry.  The 
poor  people  were  told  to  go  to  sea  and 
fish  ;  and  now,  just  as  they  were  driven 
away  from  off  tli«*  bent  tracts  of  tho  land, 
the  fetoam  trawlers  came  and  drove  them 
away  from  off  the  iM«a  by  destroying 
th^ir  gear  and  nets.  The  condition  of 
things  in  the  finhing  industry  was  very 
depI(»rablM.  During  tho  summer  a  largo 
'  section  of  crofters  from  lioss-abire  and 
Invemsaa  shire  came  round  to  Wick  for 
the  summer  fishing,  and  expected  to 
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make  what  would  pay  their  rents  and 
keep  their  families.  But,  unfortunately 
for  the  orofters,  last  year  nearly  all  the 
fish-carers  went  bankrupt,  so  that  men 
who  a  few  years  ago  were  worth 
£20,000  were  now  only  worth  a  few 
pence.  The  fish  sent  to  Germany  and 
other  foreign  countries  last  year  did  not 
bring  to  many  of  the  ourers  a  price 
sufficient  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  barrels 
in  which  they  were  packed,  while  there 
was  great  competition  from  othersources, 
and  the  price  of  the  Norway  fish  had 
been  reduced,  altogether  making  a  most 
unfortunate  state  of  things.  The  fisher- 
men had  been  content  to  get  5«.  or  10«. 
in  the  pound  from  the  curers,  and  next 
year  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  what 
their  condition  would  be.  One  reason 
for  the  deplorable  condition  of  things 
was  because  of  the  action  of  the  Bailway 
Companies,  who  had  so  much  abused 
the  power  ffiven  them  by  Parliament  to 
make  a  differential  rate  of  carriage, 
which  was  much  against  the  home  pro- 
ducer, and  in  favour  of  foreigners. 
They  charged  no  less  than  £4  per  ton 
for  fish,  while  they  bought  salt  at  22«. 
and  potatoes  at  30«.  But  the  crofter, 
thoueh  he  was  now,  from  circumstances 
which  he  was  not  able  to  control,  unable 
to  pay  his  rent,  did  not  fon;ot  his  right 
to  the  land.  The  homes  of  the  crofters 
were  generally  those  which  they  had 
themselTes  built,  and  th^  were  begin- 
ning to  feel  desperate.  He  thought  the 
new  Scotch  Secretary  should  think  twice 
before  he  sent  troops  to  the  Highlands 
to  teach  the  Highland  people  what  had 
been  often  taught  the  Irish  people^ 
namely,  that  law  often  meant  organized 
injustice.  They  wanted  to  get  from  the 
QoTemment  and  the  House  an  assurance 
that  the  men  who  were  unable  to  pay 
rent  from  causes  beyond  their  control 
should  not  be  sent  adrift,  but  should  be 
secured  until  some  remedial  legislation 
was  enacted.  He  had  much  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Argyllshire. 

Amendment  proposed. 

At  the  end  of  the  16ih  paragniph,  to  imprt 
the  wordf,— **  This  Uooie  humbly  exprewet  iti 
regret  that  in  Her  Majcety't  Gncioae  Speech 
the  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  people  in 
the  Highlands  end  leUndf  of  Scotland  is  of  a 
▼iffae  and  indefinite  character,  and  contains  no 
Mtisfactory  assoranoe  that  such  Leginlation  as 
the  serious  nature  of  the  case  demands  will  be 
imdertaken,  and  is  of  opinion  that,  imtil  a  Land 
Bill  dealing  ia  a  eonpfeheoiiTe  manner  with 
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the  proTed  and  admitted  grieranoei  of  the 
Highland  People  has  been  passed  into  Law,  the 
Ci^l  or  Military  Forces  of  the  Crown  should 
not  be  employed  to  OTiot  those  People  from 
their  hereditary  homea."--(ifr.  MkefarUme.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  BODEBIOK  McDONALD  said, 
he  had  lived  for  20  years  among  the 
crofters,  and  could  bcMtr  out  the  state- 
ment  of  the  hon.  Oentleman  the  Member 
for  Argyllshire.  The  fishery  was  in  a 
dreadfully  bad  state,  and  Uie  crofters 
were  quite  unable  to  pay  their  rents, 
which  were  greater  than  the  holdings 
were  worth.  It  was  not  proposed  that 
the  declaration  in  the  Amendment 
should  last  for  years,  but  only  for  one 
year,  bv  which  time  the  ejectment  season 
would  have  passed,  and  they  hoped  for  a 
satisfactory  measure  enacted  by  the  Gk>- 
▼emment.  Surely  for  one  year  the  land- 
lords could  afford  to  let  the  matter  lie. 
If  the  landlords  meant  to  force  the  people 
to  pay  rents  it  simply  meant  driTing 
them  off  the  land,  and  they  all  knew 
the  results.  An  eviction  was  simply  a 
sentence  of  death  to  many  of  those 
people.  It  was  all  very  well  for  the 
lanalords  to  say — ''We  must  have  our 
rights ; "  but  the  people  had  rights  aa 
well  as  the  landloros.  In  the  Highlands 
many  of  them  had  rights  superior  to 
those  of  the  landlords.  How  many  of 
the  proprietors  had  bought  the  Ifloid? 
The  Argyll  and  SutherlsM  families  had 
paid  nothing  for  those  lands  on  which 
these  crofters  lired ;  and  he  hoped  that 
in  this  19th  century  such  landlords 
would  not  be  allowed  by  means  of 
erictions  to  turn  the  people  adrift.  In 
many  cases  the  land  had  been  kept  for 
the  landlords  by  the  strong  arms  of 
their  forefathers,  and  by  nothing  else. 
It  was  no  use  trying  to  get  blood  out  of 
a  stone,  and  it  was  no  use  trjring  to  get 
money  from  the  crofters,  beoiuse  for  a 
long  time  they  had  paid  their  rents  ftom 
money  thev  did  not  get  from  their  crofts, 
and  now  they  had  no  more  to  pay.  He 
would  heartily  support  the  Amend- 
ment,  hoping  that  oy  this  time  next 
year  they  would  have  no  need  for  such  a 
Motion. 

Mb.  PIGTON  said  that,  as  an  English 
Member,  he  desired  most  heartily  to 
support  the  Amendment.  He  had  taken 
means  of  informing  himself  on  this  sub« 
ject,  and  he  was  persuaded  of  the  urspant 
necessity  of   speedy  legislation.     But 
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•j»c«d  J  leguUtion  would  not  be  sufflcient 
if  f^victtons  were  to  be  allowed  to  go  on 
in  the  ioterral*    He  had  no  eympathy 
with  men  who  ooold  and  would  not  pay 
their    root;    but    ocoaaions    sometimes 
arone  when  a  largo  number  of  tenants 
cuuld  not  paj  owing  to  special  circum- 
»tAnc<«e;  and  thi*n  it  was  onlr  fair  that 
ether  portions  of  society  should  take  their 
part  in  the  burden*  and  not  throw  it  all  on 
the  poor.    The  Report  of  the  Crofters* 
GummiMsioners  in  1884  was  a  lamentable 
indictment  against  the  whole  system  of 
the  North- Western  Highlands ;  and  this 
fttate  of  things  had  bet^n  growing  worse 
•rer  since,  and  evictions  were  becoming 
more   and    more   cruel.      The  Kenort 
•bowed  that    a    social  rerolution  had 
taken  place  in  theee  districts,  in  the 
oooree  of  which  tho  poor  toilers  had  been 
the  sufferers,  while  the  owners  had  up 
to  very  lately  been  the  gainers.    The 
Report  showed    that  there    existed    a 
patent  contradiction  between  the  Statute 
I^w  and  the  immemorial  tradition  and 
eostom  of  those  district  a.    It  also  gavo 
instances  in  which  whole  communities 
had  be«*n  driTen  from  the  land,  and  had 
b<^*n  huddled  betwi»en  the  mountains 
and  the  sea  on  oomparatively  bare  and 
barren  tracta,  on  which  the  utmost  in- 
dttstjy  would  not  enable  them  to  live  in 
any  c«Mnfort.    Righta  had  been  uniustly 
invaded,  and  he  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  trifle  with  this  matter.     Mr. 
Angu4  Sutherland,  the  late  crofter  can- 
didate for  Sutherlandshire,  recently  gate 
an  aetount  of  what  was  known  as  the 
Roeehall  case.     He  stated  that  in  1HI6 
the  eelate  of  Rosehall  was  purchased  by 
Sir  James  ICatheeon,  who  promised  the 
tenants  that  thoy  would  never  be  re- 
noT<«d  from  their  holdings,  at  any  rate 
so  long  as  he  Itrcd.  The  tenants  accord- 
ingly redatmed  much  of  the  land,  and 
»£r«  «n«t  improvvmMito.    Tho  e.Ut« 
was  then  sold,  or  rather  exchanged  for 
anothf-r,  and  all  the  tenants  were  Marred 
with  notices  to  quit  by  the  new  landlord. 
TheT  were  compelled  to  accept  the  land- 
lord s  terms  or  forfeit  all  their  improve- 
menta ;  and  thriving  tenants  wore  thus 
tomM  into  rack-rentiKl  fc*uars.    He  laid 
it  was  incumbent  on  the  Uovomment  to 
take  good  he<Hl  le»t  the  extreme  proteure 
of  what  might  be  legal  rights,  but  were 
moral  wrong*,  should  drive  a  long*suffer- 
ing  people  to  deeperation,   and  bring 
amnt  bloodshed  and  diaorder  in  hithi*rto 
eompaiatiTely  psacsM  rsgions. 


The  8ECRCTARY  fob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  TasrxLYAH; :  I  have  listened  with 
great  pleasure  to  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Leicester  (Mr.  Picton) ;  but, 
in  some  respects,  I  could  almost  have 
wished  that  the  hon.  Member  had  de- 
ferred his  speech  for  a  few  days.    I  have 
no  doubt,  from  his  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  he  has 
much  in  reeerve  to  tell  us ;  and  I  should 
be  glad  if,  some  three  or  four  daprs  hence, 
on  the  Motion  for  the  introduction  of  tho 
Crofters  Bill,   and  still  more   on    tho 
second  reading,    he   moves  again  the 
sympathy  of  the  House  as  he  has  moved 
it  tonight.    I  cannot  but  think  that  his 
speech,  and  the  interesting  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Argyllshire  (Mr.  Mac- 
farlane),  are  somewhat  premature,   or 
somewhat  tardy.    They  are  premature 
if  they  are  intended  to  excite  the  inte- 
rest of  the  House  in  those  provisions 
which  the  Oovemment  intends  to  brins 
forward,  and  which,  I  earnestly  think 
and  trust,  will  be  of  a  nature,  if  not  to 
satisfy,  at  any  rate  to  gratifv,  those  hon. 
Members.    But  they  are  tardy  as  applied 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  Oovemment.     The 
Amendment  to  the  Address  which  the 
House  is  asked  to  entertain   to-night 
states  that  the  House  humblv  expresses 
its  regret  that  in  the  Queen  s  Gracious 
Speech  the  reference  to  tho  condition  of 
the  Highlands  and  Inlands  of  Scotland 
iH  of  so  vague  and  indefinite  a  character ; 
and  oon tarns  no  satisfactory  assurance 
that    such    legislation  as    the  serious 
nature  of   the  case  demands  will  be 
undertaken.  That  is  the  Preamble  to  the 
Amendment    I  am  not  here  to  defend, 
I  am  rather  here  to  adopt,  the  Addreea 
in  answer  to  Her  Majesty's  Gracious 
Speech ;  but  if  I  were  here  to  defend  it. 
I  should  say  that  the  line  and  a-half 
referring  to  a  measure  for  mitigating  tLc 
distresse<l  condition  of  the  poorer  dasst  s 
of  the  WcAtem  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Scotland  would  cover  legislation  of  a 
sort  which  might  be  very  satisfactoiy 
oven    to   advanced    Members  of    this 
House.    But  if  there  might  be  some 
justice  in  the  Amendment  three  weeks 
sgo,  there  is  none  now ;  because  the  Go- 
vernment, through  the  mouth  of  the  Prime 
Minintor,  has  promised — not  that  it  con- 
ftid(>r9  that  legislation  about  the  crofters 
is  of  grrat  importance,  but  that  it  con- 
siders It  almost  paramount,  for  the  very 
first  Notice  of  a  measure  that  has  been 
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given  by  the  present  Oovemment — at 
any  rate,  the  first  Notice  of  any  measure 
of  importance  —has  been  for  a  Bill  for 
improving  tho  condition  of  the  crofters 
and  cottars  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Scotland.  I  ask  tho  House  whether 
it  is  a  fair  reward  to  a  GoTemment 
which  has  shown  itself  so  anxious  to 
grapple,  and  to  grapple  rapidly  and 
thoroughly,  with  this  great  question — 
whether  it  is  fair  to  reject  the  earnest 
appeal  of  the  Prime  Minister,  who  has 
given  this  pledge,  which  you  may  bo 
sure  he  will  make  good — not  to  insert 
Amendments  in  this  Address;  and  I 
think  hon.  Members  will  have  to  show 
very  strons  cause  indeed  for  inserting 
this  Amendment,  because  it  is  an  Amend- 
ment of  a  very  serious  nature.  The 
Amendment,  after  the  Preamble  that  I 
have  quoted,  goes  on  to  declare  that  the 
House  is  of  opinion  that  until  a  Land 
Bill  dealing  in  a  comprehensive  manner 
with  the  proved  and  admitted  grievances 
of  the  Highland  crofters  has  been  passed 
into  law  the  Civil  and  Military  Forces 
of  the  Crown  should  not  be  employed  in 
evicting  the  people  from  their  here- 
ditary  holdings.  I  earnestly  trust  that 
before  voting  hon.  Members  will  con- 
sider the  very  serious  nature  of  the 
Amendment  for  which  they  are  voting. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Caithness-shire 
(Dr.  Clark),  in  his  interestinff  speech, 
referred  to  the  great  distress  of  the  fish- 
ing population,  and  to  the  manner  in 
whicii  they  are  suffering  by  the  compe- 
tition of  trawlers,  and  oy  the  discrimi- 
nating rates  of  railways.  I  should  like 
to  as&  the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness 
whether  the  fishing  population  of  the 
Western  Highlands  are  the  onlv  fishing 
population  in  the  United  Kingaom  that 
are  suffering  from  bad  trade  and  de- 
pression ?  If  that  is  not  the  case,  why 
should  we  adopt  such  a  strong  remedy 
as  that  of  suspending  the  ordinary  ope- 
ration of  the  law  in  their  case,  and  in 
their  case  alone  ?  I  must  frankly  own 
that  I  would  not  assent  to  such  a  pro- 
posal. Before  adopting  it,  two  facts 
would  have  to  be  established.  One  of 
these  two  facts  would  bo  that  the  popu- 
lation that  was  going  to  bo  specially 
benefited  by  such  a  very  strong  proposal 
as  this  was  suffering  from  any  g^at 
grievance  of  a  nature  requiring  to  be 
remedied,  or  from  any  great  danger; 
and  the  other  thing  that  wonld  have  to 
be  established  woidd  be  that  it  had  been 
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up  to  this  time  entirely  neglected  by  Par* 
liament.  But  are  the  people  of  these 
Highlands  and  Islands  suffering  under 
any  very  great  grievance  from  evic* 
tions,  or  from  any  danger  of  evictions  ? 
I  am  glad  to  think  that  at  a  time  like 
this  in  England  and  Scotland  the  land* 
lords  are  treating  their  people  with  that 
sort  of  consideration  which  ought  to 
exist  between  the  landlords  and  the 
tenants.  [**  Oh,  oh !  "1  I  wUl  not  say 
it  is  being  done  every  wnere;  but  I  know 
of  many  cases  in  England  and  in  Scot- 
land where  large  reductions  are  being 
given,  and  very  freely  given — perma- 
nent reductions — and  where  the  eviction 
of  an  old  tenant  is  the  very  last  idea 
that  would  occur  to  the  mind  of  tho 
landlord.  But  are  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  at  this  moment  the  districts 
where  there  is  an  exception  to  this  rule  ? 
Are  the  Highlands,  during  the  last  two 
years,  districts  where  evictions  are  being 
ruthlessly  carried  out  ?  If  there  can  bo 
any  charge  brought  against  the  late 
Government,  or  against  the  Qovomment 
which  preceded  it,  it  would  be — not  that 
evictions  in  the  Highlands  were  too 
easily  carried  out,  but  that,  practically, 
there  were  no  evictions  at  aU,  even  where 
rents  could  not  be  obtained.  There  is 
no  part  of  the  country  in  which,  at  this 
moment,  there  is  such  immense  and  such 

feneral  arrears  as  in  certain  parts  of  the 
[ighlands ;  and  to  tell  the  House  of 
Commons  that  during  the  last  six  months, 
that  during  the  last  two  years,  thero 
have  been  any  exceptional  crop  of  evic- 
tions is  to  tell  them  something  which  is 
not  a  fact ;  and,  unless  it  is  confirmed  by 
the  most  powerful  evidence,  the  House 
could  not  be  induced  to  accept  such  an 
extremely  strong  Resolution.  But  it  is 
not  the  case.  There  is  a  general  feeling 
among  the  landlords  of  the  Highlands, 
as  there  is  a  feeling  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  in  the  country  in  general, 
that  the  crofters  of  the  Western  Islands 
are  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition, 
which  ought  to  have  been  altered  long 
Ag^  by  legislation,  and  that  that  is  the 
dintrictin  which,  of  all  others  in  the  coun- 
try, the  power  of  eviction  ought  to  be 
lees  ruthlessly  and  most  mercifully  U8c4 ; 
and  I  do  not  believe  I  am  exaggerating 
when  I  say  that  there  is  no  district  in 
these  Islands  where  the  peonle  have 
been  in  less  danger  of  eviction  tnan  they 
were  in  the  crofting  districts  of  Scotland. 
Now,  I  come  to  the  question  of  what 
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bat  b«eii  done  for  the  oroften  in  this 
g»»pect  by  the  Ilouao  of  Commons. 
N«Tor  WM  80  strong  a  Rosolation  passod, 

5iric|f  so  verj  marked  a  lesson  in  the 
irsctton  of  doing  the  utmost  to  mitigate 
the  rights  of  landlords  to  the  Executiro 
tluvemmont*  astho  Resolution  that  was 
pasMxl  on  the  14th  of  Norember,  18H4, 
at  the  instance  of  a  distinguished  Irish 
M<*aber,  who  has  Tindicatcd  his  right  to 
take  up  the  cauto  of  the  crofters.  The 
Resolution  was  as  follows : — 

B4«i4rt<d  **  That,  in  thr  opinion  of  this  Hou«(\ 
it  it  th<>  duty  <>f  lirr  M4j(«ty*i  (Sovrmmont  to 
iriY«*ffoci  to  th«  rr«H»inin<'n4iiUont  uf  the  Hoyal 
i  VnnmiMJop  apon  thr  condition  of  the  croficn 
and  cuUan  in  the  UighlADdi  and  ItUndi  of 
HcotlMftd,  or  to  apply  tttch  other  rotncdies  m 
thry  dfvm  advift«U**;  and  that  this  Houso 
n-n<  Qtv  in  th<»  o|iinton  eipmmvd  hv  the  Hoval 
Ounwiaaion  at  p«^  IIO  of  \Xm  Kt«poit,  tLit 
*  The  maro  Tindicatton  of  authority  and  rrproa- 
mm  of  nautanco  would  not  ratabUah  the  rela- 
ti'ittauf  mutual  confldrncr  Wtwron  landlord  and 
tfftantt  in  the  aWnco  of  which  the  Country 
wo«ld  not  be  truly  at  p(«ce.  and  all  our  inquiiiee 
aad  ooonaeb  would  be  expcndtd  in  Tmin.'  ** 

That  is  the  Resolution  under  which,  at 
thia  moment,  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
are  being  administered^ the  unanimous 
Resolution  of  tlie  IIouso  of  Commons, 
giTtag  the  peatest  moral  sanction  in  its 
P'>wer  to  the  theory  that  the  rights  of 
the  landlord  should  not  be  pressed.  On 
that  Resolution  the  landlords  of  the 
Weet  of  Hoot  land  hare  actinl,  and  since 
that  R4««olution  was  passed  STictions 
hare  not  been  opprcssiro ;  and  to  say 
that  they  were  num<<rous  would  be*  to 
aay  eomethinir  which  is  reir  far  from 
the  fact  in  the  Western  Highlands. 
While  I  may  have  bo«n  willing  to  give 
a  passive  assent  to  that  Resolution,  I 
cannot  go  further;  the  Government 
cannot  go  farther,  and  lay  down  the  opi- 
nion that  the  law  is  not  to  be  supported. 
The  hon.  Member  asks  whether  the  (}o- 
Tt*mment  would  1»o  prepared  to  send 
troopa  to  enable  Mr.  WioaRs  to  make 
any  fresh  erictiona  in  onlor  to  extend 
hia  deer  foreats?  During  the  Ia»t  six 
montha,  under  a  Conserrative  Oorem- 
mtnt,  no  troops  have  been  sent  into  that 
distnrt ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  very 
likely  that,  under  a  Lib* taI  Uovernment, 
any  troops  will  be  sent  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. We  dasire  to  find  a  remedy,  not 
in  making  any  decUrations  of  this  sort, 
but  in  bringing  in  and  pn^sing  forward 
a  Bill  giving  the  largest  measure  of  pro- 
tection and  comfort  to  the  croAing  popu- 
latioa  that  the  general  sense  of   the 


countrv  and  the  windom  of  Parliament 
will  aUow  us  to  give.  I  am  bound  to 
say  I  waa  rather  struck  by  the  speech  of 
one  hon.  Member  who  represents  the 
crofters,  and  by  the  fact  that  he  insisted 
so  very  much  upon  one  side  of  their 
difficulties  and  gneyanoes — namely,  that 
of  the  want  of  fixity  of  tenure  and  of 
fair  rent,  while  he  said  so  little  of  what 
I  believe  the  crofters  themselves  feel  is 
at  the  bottom  of  their  difficulties,  and 
that  is  the  want  of  more  land.  I  hope 
I  have  given  sufficient  reasons  to  induce 
the  House  to  sympathize  with  me  in  my 
earnest  appeal  to  the  hon.  Member  and 
tho»e  who  act  with  him  not  to  press  thia 
Amendment  on  the  Address.  If  he  does 
T>res$  it  he  will  be  sure  to  find  in  the 
Lobby  against  him  many  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  sympathize  with  his 
clients  with  a  svmpathy  almost  as  strong 
as  his  own,  and  some  who  have  a  know- 
ledge not  immensely  below  even  his 
great  knowledge  of  what  they  really 
want.  I  wish  to  present  a  further  argu- 
ment to  the  House  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject. It  is  a  most  important  thing  that 
just  at  this  moment  we  should  not  pass 
a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
which  weakens  the  authority  of  the  law, 
which  refuses  to  allow  the  Government 
to  discriminate  between  those  eases  in 
which  rent  is  retained  in  the  hands  of  the 
person  who  is  able  to  pay  his  rent,  and  be- 
tween those  casesinwnich  a  crofter  is  suf* 
f ering  hopelessly  under  arrears  brought 
about  by  an  oppressive  state  of  the  law. 
There  is  anotner  reason  conn(H?ted  with 
the  Western  Highlands  why,  at  this  mo- 
ment, we  cannot  afford  to  relax  the  au- 
thority of  the  law.  There  is  the  quea- 
tion  of  rates.  The  authorities  have 
great  difficulty  in  getting  rates  from  the 
occupiers,  and  from  otner  people  be- 
sides ;  and  if  the  House  of  Commons 
pass  this  Reeolution,  which  I  feel  bound 
to  sav  is  an  unjust  and  an  improper  one, 
and,  in  face  of  the  legislation  wliioh  the 
Government  promise,  a  most  unneces- 
sary one,  Tou  will  weaken  the  hands  of 
the  parochial  authorities  in  collecting 
those  rates,  and  bring  about  a  stale  of 
things  which  will  bo  most  disastrous 
and  most  discreditable,  and,  to  the  edu- 
cation uf  those  districta  more  especially, 
p<*rhaps  quite  fatal.  I  trust  that  what 
I  have  said  will  not  be  considered  as  in 
any  way  showing  a  want  of  sympathy 
with  the  condition  of  the  crofters;  but 
I  earnestly  hope,  in  view  of  what  I  have 
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said,  and  the  promise  of  the  GoTemment 
to  introduce  a  measure,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  see  his  way  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  said,  he  begged 
to  congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman on  his  appointment  in  the  Mi- 
nistry as  Secretary  for  Scotland.  He 
seemed,  however,  to  be  but  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
Western  Highlands.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pos- 
sessed any  exact  information  as  to  the 
number  of  eyictions,  or  the  number  of 
notices  which  had  been  served  to  pro- 
duce oyiotions  at  the  coming  term.  He 
had  been  informed  that  no  fewer  than 
200  notices  of  eviction  were  served  to 
become  due  in  May  last  year.  A  diffi- 
culty arose  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  law.  The  crofters  claimed  the 
benefit  of  the  Agricultural  Holdings 
Act;  and  it  was  found  upon  trial  in 
Edinburgh  that  the  landlords  must  give 
six  months'  notice  to  the  tenants,  they 
having  failed  to  do  so.  He  had  ob- 
served from  the  newspapers  that  some 
landlords  had  served  notices  of  eviction 
in  a  wholesale  manner.  Those  notices 
would  come  into  force  on  the  15th  of 
May  next,  and  it  was  then  that  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation  would  arise. 
Then  was  the  time  when  the  landlords 
in  the  Highlands  would  have  to  appeal 
to  the  forces  of  the  Crown  in  order  to 
carry  out  those  arbitrary  and  unjust 
evictions.  The  hon.  Member  for  Argyll- 
shire (Mr.  Maofarlane)  did  not  ask  the 
suspension  of  evictions  to  be  carried  out 
indefinitely,  but  only  until  the  Bill  of 
the  Government  came  into  effect.  It 
was  feared,  and  with  too  much  reason, 
that  a  great  number  of  evictions  would 
take  place  in  the  Highlands  in  May 
next.  Notice  had  been  served  by  the 
landlords  to  that  effect ;  and  if  the  Bill 
of  the  Government  became  law,  it  would 
not  come  into  operation  in  time  to  pre- 
vent the  landlords  carrying  out  the 
evictions  at  Whitsuntide.  He  thought 
the  House  was  called  upon  to  express 
its  opinion  on  this  question,  and  to  say 
that  the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the 
Crown  should  not  be  used  for  evicting 
tenants  in  the  Western  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  Unless  the  Gk>vemment 
adopted  some  such  opinion  as  Uiis, 
there  was  great  reason  to  apprehend 
serious  difficulties  in  Scotland  in  May. 
The  responsibility  for  maintaining  the 


peace  of  those  districts  would  rest  upon 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  should 
be  sorry  to  encourage  any  movement 
for  the  non-payment  of  rent ;  but  those 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
Highlands  knew  that  the  tenants  had 
not,  at  the  present  time,  the  means  of 
paying,  either  from  fanning  operations 
or  from  fishing ;  and  he  thought  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  intervene  to  prevent  tho 
landlords  taking  advantage  of  such  a 
state  of  circumstances  to  evict  crofters. 
There  were  many  cases  in  which  the 
holdings  of  the  crofters  wore  worthless 
for  tho  purx>ose  of  making  rent  They 
were  really  a  foothold  for  the  men  on 
the  soil,  and  the  rents  had  always  been 
paid  from  fishing,  or  by  some  members  of 
the  family  going  to  some  other  part  of 
Scotland  and  paying  the  rent  of  those 
who  remained  at  home.  He  considered 
that  the  case  was  sufficient  to  justify 
the  action  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
recommended  to  the  House.  The  sus- 
pense of  evictions  would  only  affect  bad 
landlords;  and  he  thought  the  case  of 
the  crofters  was  quite  as  strong  as  that 
of  the  Irish  peasants  when  the  Govern- 
ment brought  in  a  Bill  in  former  years 
to  suspend  evictions.  The  people  in  the 
Western  Highlands  were  a  law-abiding, 
godly  people,  and  no  one  would  accuse 
them  of  turbulence  unless  they  had  good 
cause  for  the  complaints  they  had  made; 
and  he  should  have  thought  the  Go- 
vernment, under  verj*  difficult  circum- 
stances, would  have  been  very  glad  to 
accept  the  Motion. 

Sib  GEOHGE  CAMPBELL  wished 
to  join  the  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay)  in  congratulating 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan)  upon  his  appointment.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  shown  an  earnest  sym- 
pathy with  the  grievances  of  the  crofters, 
and  in  the  indication  which  he  had  given 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  those  grievances  in  a 
strong  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  that,  in  the  language  used  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  regard  to 
the  suspension  of  evictions,  he  had 
taken  a  somewhat  unfavourable  view  of 
the  case  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Argyll- 
shire. Ho  thought  that,  at  this  mo- 
ment, the  relations  between  landlords 
and  crofters  in  the  Western  Highlands 
were  venr  much  strained;  and  there  was 
a  fear  that,  unless  notices  of  eviction 


657  Mai04t^9  Jfofl  {Tebruakt  18,  1886}  OracHm  Bpmh. 


658 


withhold,  trouble  would  ensue  in 
that  reffion  at  an  earlj  date.  On  the 
whole,  however,  he  thought  the  hon. 
If  ember  would  be  wiae  in  listening  to 
the  a|ipeal  which  had  been  made  to  him, 
aad  not  preM  his  Amcmdmont  in  view  of 
the  Bill  nn>mis«Kl  bjr  tho  OoTemment. 

Ha.  BOTI)  KINNEAIi  »aid.  that 
there  were  one  or  two  points  in  tho 
apeech  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  on 
which  ho  wished  to  make  a  brief  remark. 
The  first  was  the  stati«mont  that  had 
been  made  as  to  the  improbability  of 
troops  being  employed  to  carry  out  evic- 
tiona  under  a  Lioeral  Oovemment.  But 
it  was  a  fact  that  under  tho  last  Liberal 
Ooremment  troops  were  sent  to  carry  out 
the  service  of  writs,  the  result  of  which 
would  be  the  eviction  of  crofters ;  and, 
therefore,  thore  could  be  no  security 
that  this  would  not  happen  again  merely 
because  a  Liberal  Oovemment  was  in 
{lower.  Another  statement  was  that 
there  existed  in  other  parts  of  this  King- 
dom a  general  depression  in  agriculture 
calling  for  a  remedy ;  but  that  was  no 
reason  whv  the  remedy  desired  in  this 
case  should  be  refused  because  it  did  not 
embrace  every  other  case.  There  wap, 
however,  one  point  in  the  speech  of  the 
Hecretary  for  Scotland  which  would  lead 
him  to  join  in  urging  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Amendment ;  and  that  was  the  pro- 
mise given  that  in  the  proposed  Bill  of 
the  Oovemment  it  was  intendcMl  to  take 
powers  for  preventing  evictions  in  all 
cases  in  which  they  ought  not  to  be 
carried  out.  [*'No,  no!**j  If  it  were 
not  eo  he  was  very  sorry,  and  in  that 
case  be  did  not  tee  that  it  was  easy 
ti»  avoid  voting  for  the  Amendment. 
True,  it  propoeed  the  stoppage  of  evio- 
tiona  of  every  sort,  and  he  could  not 
honestly  support  a  Bill  which  should  in- 
volve  that  principle,  because  there  might 
bo  eases  in  which  evictions  mi^ht  be 
l«*gittmate  and  proper.  There  might  be 
ratee  in  which  tenants  could  pay  their 
r<*ots  and  would  not.  The  law  ought  to 
distinguish  between  the  two  clssscs  of 
cases.  But  this  could  easily  be  done  in 
aay  measure  to  be  introduced.  If  he 
were  mistaken  aa  to  the  scope  of  the 
Government  Bill,  it  was  the  dutv  of 
Scottish  Membern  and  of  Liberal  Mem- 
bers from  evcoy  part  of  the  Kingdom 
to  vole  for  the  Amendment.  What  he 
d«sirsd  was  that  such  modifications 
should  be  introduced  into  the  present 
law  ae  would  be   neeeesary  to  make  it 


more  consistent  with  justice.  No  law 
would  command  the  respect  of  the 
people  of  this  country  except  in  so 
far  as  it  was  bosiHi  on  justice.  The 
grt^at  changes  in  circumstances  which 
had  taken  place  since  the  bargains  and 
leases  were  entered  into  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Those  changes  had 
not  been  brought  about  by  the  landlord 
or  the  tenant.  They  had  come  upon  us 
by  causes  altogether  beyond  the  control 
of  any  human  being ;  but  it  ought  to  be 
recognized  that  they  were  upon  us.  As 
he  had  said,  what  he  and  otners  desirt^d 
was  to  modify  and  alter  bargains  entered 
into,  so  as  to  make  them  what  fair  and 
just-minded  men  would  enter  into  at  the 
present  time.  He  would  support  the 
Amendment. 

Me.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD:  I 
only  rise,  Sir,  on  account  of  an  observa- 
tion which  was  made  by  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Argyllshire  (Mr.  Macfarlano^, 
which,  although  not  intended  to  be  used 
in  an  offensive  sense,  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  words  in  the  Address  may 
mean  no  more  than  that  a  measure  was 
to  be  introduced  for  relief  by  the 
parochial  authorities.  I  have  no  desire 
to  protract  the  debate  upon  the  Address ; 
but,  as  such  a  suggestion  has  been 
made,  I  think  it  right  to  state  publicly 
that  there  was  no  such  intention  on  the 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  late  Oovemment 
in  placiuff  those  words  in  the  Queen's 
Speech ;  out,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  our 
intention  to  introduce  a  measure  which 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  for  Arsyll* 
shire  and  the  Members  from  Scotland 
who  have  spoken  in  this  debate  would 
have  founa  to  have  been  a  somewhat 
comprehensive  measure.  I  have  only 
to  say  that  no  description  of  that  mea« 
sure  could  have  been  more  unlike  reality 
than  the  suggestion  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Argyllshire  has  made.  I 
think  it  is  necessary,  however,  to  give 
some  explanation  on  bt^half  of  myself 
and  my  UuUeagues  in  the  late  Oovera- 
mont  who  propose  to  vote  against  this 
Amendment,  we  vote  against  it  be- 
cause we  are  satisfied  that  it  can  serve 
no  good  purpose.  It  ezpreases  the  re- 
gret of  tne  llouse  that  in  the  Queen's 
Speech— 

**Tbe  rtfsrtooc  to  tha  eooditioa  of  tlis 
pH>pU  in  th«  IlighUndt  ao<l  IaUod«  of  Soot* 
Una  is  of  s  TSftie  sad  iadsfiaito  ehsmcter ;  *' 

whereas  it  is  proposed  to  amend   that 
condition  by  the  Bill  which  is  promised 

[^hfth  Nitht.'\ 
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to  be  brought  into  the  House.  The 
latter  part  of  the  Besolution,  if  passed 
by  this  House,  will  declare — 

"  That  until  a  Land  Bill  dealing  in  a  com- 
prehensive manner  with  the  proved  and  ad- 
mitted grievanceB  of  the  Highland  People  has 
been  passed  into  Law,  the  Civil  or  Military 
Forces  of  the  Grown  should  not  be  employed 
to  evict  those  People  from  their  hereditary 
homes.*' 

Such  a  Resolution    ought   not   to  be 


IS 


passed.  The  word  ''  satisfactory 
itself  most  vague.  Satisfactory  to  whom, 
the  nation  or  the  crofters  ?  and  satisfac- 
tory on  what  basis  ?  I  have,  therefore, 
no  hesitation  in  supporting  the  sug- 
gestion of  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  that  the  Amend- 
ment should  be  withdrawn. 

Mb.    M'LABEN:    My    right    hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  has 
made  an  appeal  to  the  Liberal  Members 
to  rote  against  this  Amendment.    He 
tells  us  that  it  would  be  injurious  and 
improper  in  us  to  carry  this  Resolution 
in  the  face  of  the  promise  which  Her 
Majesty's   Oovernment  have  made  to 
deal   immediately   with    this    pressing 
question.    But  in  the  same  speech  he 
was  candid  enough  to  tell  us,  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  measures  of  the  Go- 
vernment as  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet, 
that  the  Bill  proposed  to  be  introduced 
will  not  deal  with  the  salient  point  of 
the   Amendment.    He    intimated  that 
the  Bill  will  contain  no  provision   for 
suspending    the   process    of   evictions, 
which    hon.    Members   from    Scotland 
assure  us  will  be  put  in  force   about 
Whitsuntide.    A  few  Sessions  ago  we 
had  a  similar  Amendment  proposed  in 
the  Address  by  Members  from  Ireland ; 
and  the  present  Prime  Minister  on  that 
occasion  accepted  the  principle  in  the 
analogous  case   of  that  country.     He 
causea  a  Bill  to  be  brought  in  dealing 
with  evictions,  in  the  shape  of  compen- 
sation for  disturbance ;  and  so  impor- 
tant was  that  Bill  considered  that  all 
the  Business  of    the  House  was  sus- 
pended in  order  that  it  might  be  passed. 
We  do  not  ask  now  for  any  revolutionary 
measures,  or  that  criminals  or  offenders 
should  be  supported;  but  wo  simply  ask 
that  these  unfortunate  crofters  who  have 
had  notice  of  eviction  served  upon  them 
shall  not  be  evicted  unless  their  case  does 
not  happen  to  come  within    the    four 
comers  of  tho  Bill.    In  the  event  of  the 
Bill  becoming  law,  I  presume  that  it  is 
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impossible  to  pass  it  between  this  and 
Wtdtsuntide  ;  and  I  suppose  that  the 
landlords  are  not  disposed  to  give  any 
pledge  that  they  will  not  cany  out 
evictions  in  the  meantime.  We  simply 
ask  now  that  the  Liberal  Party,  who 
have  come  back  from  the  country 
pledged  to  deal  with  this  Land  Question, 
should  give  effect  to  the  pledges  which 
they  gave  to  their  constituents,  and 
take  ue  only  opportunity  which  offers 
itself  between  this  time  and  Whitsun* 
tide  to  obtain  a  declaration  from  the 
Government  that  they  will  not  use  the 
Civil  or  Military  Forces  at  their  disposal 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  evictions. 
The  Government,  not  with  any  intention 
of  being  unfair,  but  owing,  I  presume, 
to  a  mistake,  have  mixed  up  this  ques- 
tion with  the  analogous  question  of  a 
refusal  to  pav  rates  and  taxes.  My 
opinion,  and  that  of  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  this  part  of  Scotland,  is 
that  the  refusal  to  pay  rates  and  taxes 
has  arisen  from  abortive  attempts  to  en- 
force evictions  for  non-payment  of  rates. 
But  the  principal  persons  who  are  re- 
fusing to  pay  rates  and  taxes  are  not 
the  crofters,  but  the  landlords  who  have 
been  evicting  the  crofters.  All  I  ask  is 
that  the  Forces  of  the  Crown  should  not 
be  used  in  turning  out  these  unfortunate 
crofters  pending  legislation  to  meet  their 
case ;  and  unless  I  receive  some  assur- 
ance from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Scretary  for  Scotland  that  it  is  proposed 
to  withhold  the  employment  of  the  Forces 
of  the  Crown  for  that  purpose  I  shall 
vote  for  the  Amendment,  and  I  trust 
that  other  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  will  tiJre  tho  same  course. 

Mb.  DONALD  CRAWFORD :  I  am 
very  unwilling  to  protract  the  debate; 
but  I  think  that  the  speeches  which  have 
already  been  made  would  convey  a  wrong 
impression  to  the  House,  and  induce  it 
to  oe  believed  that  a  majority  of  Mem- 
bers, who  sympathize  with  the  case  of 
the  crofters,  are  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Argyllsbire  (Mr.  Macfarlane).  I  think 
I  am  justified  in  speaking  in  the  name 
of  those  who  sympathize  deeply  with  that 
part  of  the  population,  because  in  regard 
to  my  own  constituency  —  North -Esst 
Lanark — although  it  is  not  a  crofter  con- 
stituency, and  although  it  consists  of  a 
hard-working  and  industrions  popula- 
tion engaged  in  industries  different  from 
that  of  the  crofters,  I  may  say  that  no 
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qaastion  was  prstted  more  strongly  upon 
my  Botico  during  the  election  than  the 
•ODJect  of  the  crofters  ;  and  there  are 
Teiy  few  Members  in  the  House  whose 
acquaintanoe  with  the  Ilighlands  of 
Soutland  dates  as  far  back,  in  the  early 
period  of  their  lives,  as  mj  own.  I 
oonfees  that  I  am  not  surprised,  for 
certain  reasons,  that  this  Amendmcmt 
has  been  put  forward.  In  the  first 
plsc(\  I  think  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
DOT  for  ArgjHahire  is  justified  in  the 
obs^rrations  he  made  with  referonco 
to  the  paragraph  in  the  Address  to  the 
CVown.  If  anything  more  than  some 
<4eemosynary  measure  of  relief  was  con- 
template by  the  words  which  hare  been 
plaMd  in  the  Address,  I  think  that  those 
words  hare  been  chosen  witb  singular  in- 
feliotty.  There  is  also  this  further 
point  After  the  Besolntion  which  was 
naasiil  last  Tear  there  was  a  Bill  intro- 
oooed  by  Her  Maiesty's  GoTsmment — 
the  Ooremment  of  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tlemaa  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone^*— -dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject That  Bill  might  easily  have  been 
passed  in  the  course  of  last  Session ;  and 
the  Prime  Minister  made  an  appeal  to 
the  late  OoTemment,  when  the  change 
of  (lovemmeat  occurred  and  they  came 
into  Ofice,  that  that  Bill  should  be 
passed.  That  appeal  was  not  listened  to, 
and  the  request  of  the  present  Prime  Mi« 
nister  was  rfjccted ;  and  I  think  that 
much  allowance  muHt  be  made  for  the 
crofters,  after  the  patience  which  they 
and  their  friends  nave  manifested,  in 
seeing  legislation  promised  year  after 
▼ear  which  would  give  them  relief, 
but  which,  when  the  moment  comes 
whnn  it  ought  to  be  carried  to  com- 
pl<4iaQ,  has  been,  by  one  accidont  or 
attothsr,  retarded  and  set  aside.  I 
smbmtt,  however,  that  there  is  scarcely 
aaything  which  oould  justify  such  a 
sweeping  interference  with  the  ordinary 
arttuQ  oif  the  law  in  the  enforcement  of 
contracU  as  is  proposed  in  this  Amend* 
It  I  aav  **  soaroely  anything  "  be- 
I  think  there  is  one  state  of  eir* 
ea  which  might  justify  it ;  and 
that  is  if  sridence  were  produced  of  a 
systematic  intention  to  erade  a  Bill  just 
eomsag  on  by  evicting  as  many  persons 
as  possible  lor  the  purpose  of  getting 
such  erictiona  eatried  out  before  the 
Bill  was  parsed.  But  we  have  no  cvi- 
deoee  of  that  kind,  and  no  allegation  of 
that  nature  at  all ;  and  although  the  hon. 


Member  for  Argyllshire  has  said  that 
ho  oould  string  a  number  of  instances 
together  and  lay  them  bofore  the  Uouf  o, 
if  it  would  not  weary  the  House,  he  did 
not  do  so.  Well,  I  appreciate  his  ge* 
nerous  consideration  for  the  House  in 
that  respect ;  but  I  submit  that  it  in  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  lay  such  evidenco 
before  the  House  before  such  an  inter- 
ference with  the  action  of  the  law  as 
this  could  be  agreed  to.  It  is  a  far 
moro  sweeping  measure  than  the  Com- 
prnsation  for  IHsturbance  Bill,  because 
that  Bill  proposed  to  arrest  evictions 
under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liamenty  whereas  in  this  case  we  are 
asked  not  to  proi^eed  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  arbitrarily  to  stay  the 
hands  of  the  authorities.  I  think  that 
the  assurance  of  the  Secretary  for  Scot* 
land  ought  to  satisfy  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  moved  the  Amendment,  and  I 
hope  that  he  will  not  press  the  Resolu- 
tion. I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member 
that  there  are  many  hon.  Members  in 
the  same  position  as  myself,  who  have 
the  warmest  sympathy  for  the  object 
which  he  has  at  heart,  and  who  will  vote 
with  him  and  speak  for  him  if  necessary, 
unless  the  promised  measure  is  one  of  a 
thoroughly  liberal  and  satisfactory  oha* 
racter,  and  one  which  will  completely 
satisfy  Uie  just  demands  of  the  crofters. 
Ma.  8AUNDKRS  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  has  been 
pleased  to  stAte  to  the  House  that, 
in  his  opinion,  scarcely  anything  can 
justify  the  adoption  of  this  Amenoment. 
Now,  it  appears  to  mo  that  the  case 
should  be  put  the  other  way.  Gan  any- 
thing justify  the  evictions  which  will 
take  place  unless  this  Amendment  is 
passea?  The  very  fact  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  promised  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
crofters  shows  that  these  impending 
evicti(»n(i  will  take  place  under  unjust 
conditions.  As  an  English  Member  and 
as  a  Member  sitting  on  this  (the  Mi- 
nisterial) side  of  the  House,  I  am  de« 
sirous  of  finding  any  reason,  if  I  pos- 
sibly can,  for  adopting  the  appeal  which 
is  made  to  us  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  I  can  find  no  such  reason.  It 
is  perfectly  clear  that  no  Bill  ean  be  in- 
troduced and  carried  through  this  House 
which  will  prevent  the  evictions  which 
will  take  place  next  May,  if  the  Amend- 
ment which  has  been  proposed  is  not 
carried.    I,    therefore,  cannot  absolve 
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my  conscienco  from  the  neoessity  for 
yoting  for  this  Amendment,  whatever 
inconvenience  may  arise  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovernment  in  consequence.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  if  hon.  Members 
realize  the  fact  that  the  vote  they  are 
now  about  to  give  may  cause  hundreds 
of  honest  men  to  be  evicted  from  their 
homes  they  will  hesitate  before  they 
reject  the  Amendment  which  would 
save  the  crofters  from  such  a  fate. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  104 ;  Noes 
234 :  Majority  130.— (Div.  list,  No.  4.) 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Committee  appointed,  to  draw  up  an  Addras 
to  be  preeented  to  Her  Majesty  upon  the  said 
Raaolation : — ^Mr.  Gladstohb,  The  Ghawcillok 
of  the  EzcuiQUBB,  Mr.  Sbcrbtart  Childbrs, 
Mr.  MvHDBLLA,  Mr.  Morlbt,  Mr.  Campbbll- 
Bakxbrkan,  Mr.  Brtcb,  Mr.  Aiurou)  Morlbt, 
8tr  UoHT&BD  Kat-Shuttlbwortb,  and  Mr. 
AcLAXDf  or  any  Three  of  them : — ^To  withdraw 
immediately :  ^Qaeen*8  Speech  referred. 

THE  ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  THE 
QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 

Beport  of  Address  Irought  up,  and  read, 
as  foUowB  :«> 

Most  Qbacious  Sotbrbigx, 

**  Wb,  Tour  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  lojral 
iuhjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leare  to  oonrey  to  Your  Ma- 
jesty onr  thanks  for  the  Oradoos  Speech  which 
Yonr  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament. 

**  We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
fonmng  us  that  Your  Majesty's  relations  with 
other  Powen  continue  to  be  of  a  friendly 
character. 

'*  We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  the  differonoe  which  existed,  when  Your 
Majesty  last  addressed  us,  between  Your  Ma- 
jesty's Uovemment  and  that  of  Russia,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Boundaries  of  Afghanistan,  has 
been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  Convention  which  will  be  laid  before 
us,  the  English  and  Ru«ian  Commissioners* 
with  the  full  coneurrenoe  of  Your  Majesty^s 
Ally,  the  Amir  of  Afghanistan,  hare  been  en- 
gaged in  demarcating  the  frontier  of  that 
Country.  We  aHure  Your  M^esty  that  we 
lean  with  satisfactioB  that  Your  Migesty  trust 


that  their  work  may  tend  to  secure  the  con- 
tinuance of  peace  in  Central  Asia. 

**  We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
forming us  that  a  rising  in  Eastern  Roumelia 
has  given  expression  to  the  desire  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants for  a  change  in  the  political  arrangementa 
under  whioh  thoy  were  placed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin,  and  that  Your  Majesty's  object,  in  the 
negotiations  which  have  followed,  has  been  to 
bring  them,  according  to  their  wish,  under  the 
rule  of  the  Prince  of  Bulgaria,  while  maintain- 
ing  unimpaired  the  essential  rights  of  His  Im- 
perial Majesty  the  Sultan. 

**  We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  ua 
that  under  a  Convention,  concluded  with  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  Commissioners  have  been  ap- 
pointed on  behalf  of  England  and  Turkey  to 
confer  with  His  Highness  the  Khedive,  and  to 
report  upon  the  Measures  required  for  securing 
the  defence  of  Egypt  and  the  stability  and 
efficiency  of  the  (Government  in  that  Country. 

"We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
forming us  that,  greatly  to  Your  Majesty's  re- 
gret. Your  Majesty  was  compelled,  in  the  month 
of  November,  to  declare  War  against  Theebaw, 
the  King  of  Ava ;  that  acts  of  hostility  on  his 
part  against  Your  Majesty's  subjects  and  the 
interests  of  .Your  Majesty's  Empire  had,  since 
his  accession,  been  deliberate  and  continuous  ; 
that  these  had  necessitated  the  withdrawal  of 
Your  3Iajesty *s  Representative  from  his  Court  ; 
and  that  Your  Majesty's  demands  for  redress 
were  systematically  evaded  and  disregarded. 

"  We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  an  attempt  to  confiscate  the  property  of 
Your  M^esty's  subjects,  trading  under  agree- 
ment in  his  dominions,  and  a  refusal  |o  settle 
the  dbpute  by*  arbitration,  convinced  Your 
Majesty  that  the  protection  of  British  life  and 
property,  and  the  cessation  of  dangerous  anarchy 
in  Upper  Bunnah  could  only  be  effected  by 
force  of  arms. 

'*  We  assurs  Your  Majesty  that  we  learn  with 
satisfaction  that  the  gallantry  of  Your  Majesty's 
European  and  Indian  Forces  under  Lieutenant- 
Uenenl  Sir  Harry  Prendergast  rapidly  brought 
the  Country  under  Your  Majesty's  power ;  and 
we  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing 
us  that  Your  Majesty  has  decided  that  the 
most  certain  method  of  ensuring  peace  and 
order  in  thoee  regions  is  to  be  found  in  the  per- 
manent incorporation  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ava 
with  Your  Majesty's  Empire. 

**  We  thank  Your  Majesty  fur  iaforoiing  ut 
that  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  Your  Ma- 
jesty assumed  the  direct  Qovemment  of  India 
makes  it  desirable  that  the  operation  of  the 
I  Statutes  by  which  that  change  was  oflbctsd 
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^mdtttf  UiM  impQfftont  natter  to  oar  eamoat 


Yoor  Hi^JMty  tbat  wo  Uan  with 
thai  a  protraotod  nofotialioii  ro» 
•pMtiaf  tho  right*  d  th«  RopobUo  of  France 
am  tho  Ooailiof  Kowfofmdlaad  oador  the  TVeat j 
ol  Ulroehl  has  botQ  brought  to  a  ntiafMtor^r 
bj  aa  AgrtaoMot  which  will  bo  laid 
«•  aad  boforo  tho  LegiaUtm  of  New* 
aooQ  aa  it  atmblaa»  and  that 
haa  alao  boaQ  aado  with  Spain, 
to  thia  Country  all  oonaiarcial  righta 
to  Ckmanf  in  tho  OtfoUne  lalanda. 
Wo  hombly  thank  Tour  3£ajeatx  lor  in* 
M  that  ow  oonaent  wtU  bo  aakod  to 
Lf^fialatlTO  Meaaorea  rendered  nanaawry  hj  a 
Onrealion,  on  tho  aobjeot  of  International 
^-''^rTV^^^  ^  which  Toor  ICaJetty  haa  agreed. 

••  We  hoably  thank  Yoor  Majeetj  for  in- 
flowing na  that  the  Ketimatea  for  the 
tore  of  tho  enening  year,  which  hare 
frmoMd  with  a  dae  regard  to  efficiency  and 

•*  We  aaeoro  Year  M^eety  that  wo  learn 
with  regret  thai  no  naterial  improrement  can 
be  noted  in  the  condition  of  Trade  or  Agrical. 
tefo ;  and  we  thank  Yoor  U^eety  for  informing 
■e  that  Yoor  lli^eety  feela  the  deepeet  aympathy 
for  tho  great  nnmber  of  poraona*  in  many  Yoca- 
taona  of  Uf o.  who  are  anffering  ondor  a  pieeeuie 
whkh  Yoor  Xi^eaty  tniaU  will  pioro  to  bo 
bat  we  hombly  expreea  oar  regret 
aauiee  areannoonced  by  Yoor  Ma- 
jf  ety  lev  tho  preaent  relief  of  theae  olaaeea*  and 
for  aflctding  faciUtiaa  to  tho  agrienU 
and  othere  in  tho  ratal  diatriota 
to  oMafia   aUolaaata  and  oaaaU  holdinga  oo 

aa  to  laal  and  aaeoiily  of 


f< 


••We  hambly  thank  Year  ICaJeoty  for  in* 
M  that  Yoor  ICaJeaty  haa  aeen  with 
tho  ranowal,  aince  Year  ICajeety 
oa,  of  tho  attempt  to  excite  tho 
pMopIo  of  Ireland  to  hoatility  aipUnat  tho  Lfl«ie- 
laliTO  rote  between  that  Coontty  and  Great 
BritBia;  that  Yoor  llejeety  ia  reeolotely 
eppeoad  toany  dialnrbanceofthat  fondamental 
Uw,  and  tkO*  in  reaiating  it,  Yoor  Majeety  ia 
r^mvinced  that  Yoor  MaJ<^y  will  be  heartily 
by    Yoor    Pariiament    and    Your 


**  We  thank  Yoor  M^eaty  for  informing  m 
that  the  aoiial  no  lam  than  the  material  condi- 
of  that  Coontry  eagagea  Yoor  Mej«ety*e 

that,   although  there  haa 

i 


there  iaia 


to  tho  aaforeament  of  legal 

obUgaUona;  and   that    Yoor  M^jeoty  regreta 

that  the   practice   of   organiaed  Intimidation 

continaea  to  exiat. 

•*  We  hambly  thank  Yoor  Haieaty  for  In* 

forming  aa  that  Yoor  If  ajecty  haa  caaaed  OTory 

exertion  to  be  oaedforthe  detection  and  paniah* 

meat  of  thoM  Crimea;  that  no  effbtt  will  be 

epared  on  tho  part  of  Year  Majeaty'a  QoTom* 

ment  to  protect  Year  Uajeety'a  Iriah  Sabjeeta 

In  the  oxerctae  of  their  legal  righta  and  the 

enjoyment  of  indiTidoal  liberty,  and  that  if,  aa 

Year  ]Ii^eaty*a  information  led  Yoor  Majeaty 

to  apprehend,  the  exiating  prorlaiona  of  the 

Iaw  ahoold  prove  to  be  inadeqaato  to  oopo 

with  theae  growing  erila,  Yonr  H^featy  looked 

with  fonfldanpa  to  oar  willingnaae   to  inveat 

Year  IC^eaty'a  Ooremmaat  with  all  neceeaary 
powora. 

**  We  hambly  thank  Your  H^eaty  for  in* 
forming  aa  that  Billa  woald  bo  aabmittod  lor 
tranaf erring  to  RepraaentatiTO  Coandlain  tho 
Coantiea  of  Great  Britain  local  baalneaa  which 
ia  now  traaaaotad  by  the  Coarta  of  Qaarter 
fieaeion  and  other  aathoritiaa;  thai  a  meaaara 
for  the  reform  of  Coanty  GoTommant  in  Ireland 
waa  alao  la  preparation;  and  thai  theae  oMaaarea 
woald  inTolTO  tho  oonaidoimtioa  of  tho  preaeni 
incidanoe  of  local  bardona. 

**  Wo  hambly  thank  Yoor  M^eaty  lor  making 
known  to  aa  that  a  BOl  lor  facaiUting  tho  Sale 
ol  Glebe  lAnda,  in  a  manner  adapted  to  tho 
wanta  of  the  raral  popaUtioo,  would  alao  bo 
aabmittod  to  aa ;  aa  aleo  Billa  for  remoTing  tho 
difficaltiee  which  prerent  the  eaay  and  cheap 
Hmnafer  of  land ;  for  mitigating  the  diatraeeod 
condition  of  tho  poorer  clemwa  in  tho  Weatem 
Highlanda  and  lalanda  of  Scotland;  for  tho 
Btore  effectaal  prerention  of  acddenta  in  minea ; 
for  extending  the  powere  of  the  Railway  Com- 
miaaion  In  reapect  of  the  Begalation  of  Ratea ; 
and  for  the  Codification  of  the  Criminal  Iaw. 

"  We  aaenre  Year  K^eaty  that  we  Join  with 
Year  M^eaty  in  traating  that  reaalta  beneficial 
to  the  caaaeci  edaeation  may  iaeae  from  a  Royal 
Commlaelon  which  Yoor  Jii^eaty  haa  appointed 
to  iaqaifo  into  tho  working  of  the  Edacation 
Acta. 

**  Wo  hambly  aaaora  Yoor  If^eaty  thai  oor 
carafal  eoaaideratioa  ehall  be  givoa  to  tho 
rae  which  amy  be  aabmittod  to  aa,  and 
we  eamaetly  troat  that,  with  regard  to 
and  all  other  matteta  pertatoiag  to  cor 
funetiona,  the  keeping  and  gaidance  of  Almighty 
God  Biay  be  Toochaafed  to  aa." 

Me.  JUSTIN  M^CABTHT:  Bofora 
the  Ilooae  paaaoa  through  thia  stage  of 
progreaa,   I  should  like  to  say  a  tew 
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words  with  referenoe  to  eoxne  of  the 
Irish  questioDS  raised  by  the  Address, 
and  which  may  be  raised  again  on  this 
staffe  of  Beport.  An  Amendment  to  the 
Address  stood  in  the  name  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sonth  Tyrone 
(Mr,  W.  O'Brien).  That  Amendment 
referred  to  the  case  of  the  Irish  tenant 
farmers,  and  to  the  rigour  and  hardship 
of  Irish  eyictions,  and  made  an  appeal 
to  the  Qovomment  in  something  like  the 
same  spirit  as  the  appeal  made  on  the 

5 art  ox  the  Scotch  crofters  by  the  hon. 
[ember  for  Argyllshire  (Mr.  Macfar- 
lane).  We  might  have  pressed  that 
Amendment  to  the  Address,  and  there 
were  many  reasons  why  it  mieht  be  sup- 
posed that  we  ought  to  hare  £>ne  so ;  but 
hon.  Members  with  whom  I  have  the 
honour  to  act  considered  it  better,  on  the 
whole,  not  to  press  the  Amendment  at 
the  time,  and  under  the  droumstances. 
We  felt  fully,  of  course,  the  respon- 
sibility we  undertook  in  refraining  nrom 
pressing  so  important  an  Amendment. 
We  feel  mostlceenly,  I  need  scarcely 
say,  the  hardships  and  miseries  to  which 
the  Irish  tenant  farmers  are  exposed, 
and  the  dangers  and  penalties  almost 
certain  to  fall  on  them  during  the  next 
few  months,  or  during  the  next  few 
weeks,  by  the  system  of  eyictions  in 
Ireland.  We  know  full  well,  to  our 
sorrow,  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Qoyemment  called  a 
**  shower  of  snow  flakes  "  in  the  shape 
of  eyiction  notices.  These  snow  flakes 
are  already  beginning  to  fall,  far  and 
wide,  oyer  Ireland ;  and  we  know  well  the 
power  of  that  **  shower  of  snow  flakes  " 
to  extinguish  the  fire  on  many  a  hearth. 
It  was  not,  I  need  not  say,  from  want  of 
knowledge,  or  any  want  of  appreciation 
of  the  importance  of  the  Amendment, 
that  we  did  not  press  it.  We  had  more 
than  one  reason  for  the  course  we  haye 
decided  upon  taking.  One  reason  was 
that  we  knew  the  Ghoyemment  has  only 
recently  been  formed ;  that  it  is  acting 
now  under  difficult  conditions ;  and  we 
cannot  expect  Ministers  to  bo  ready  with 
a  full  and  clear  programme  of  policy  on 
all  points.  Another  reason  was — we 
thought,  if  we  pressed  forward  the 
Amendment,  we  might  be  misleading 
the  Ooyemment  and  the  House  with 
regard  to  what  we  belieye  to  be  the  re- 
latiye  importance  of  the  great  questions 
belonging  to  Ireland,  and  which  will 
haye   to   bo   discussed  in  this  Session 
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of  Parliament.  We  do  think  that  the 
Qoyemment  might  haye  announced 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  measure  to 
preyent  indiscriminate  eyictions  all  oyer 
Ireland.  The  right  hon.  C^tlemaii 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Tre- 
yelyan)  was  yexy  strong  in  some  of  the 
statements  which  he  made  as  to  the  use 
of  Her  Majesty's  Forces  in  oarxying  out 
eyictions  m  Scotland.  He  reminded 
the  House  that  there  had  been  little  or 
no  use  made  of  the  troops  of  the  Queen 
to  enforce  the  carrying  out  of  eyic* 
tions  under  the  Tory  (>oyemment,  and 
therefore  that  it  was  not  likely  that 
there  would  be  much  use  made  of 
them  under  a  Liberal  Administration. 
I  think  he  was  reminded  on  his  own  side 
of  the  House  that  there  was  no  such  ab* 
solute  guarantee  for  the  crofters  of  Scot- 
land in  that  matter ;  because,  under  a  pre* 
yious  Liberal  Administration,  the  Forcea 
of  the  Crown  had  been  used  to  carry 
out  eyictions  there.  I  would  hope,  how- 
eyer,  from  the  statements  that  haye  been 
made,  that  the  Gbyemment  at  present 
in  Office  will  be  inclined  to  do  all  that 
they  can  to  saye  and  protect  the  unfor- 
tunate tenant  farmer,  and  to  stand  be- 
tween him  and  the  reckless  use  of  the 
landlord's  power.  A  law  may  be  used 
so  as  to  be  either  undiscriminating  and 
merciless,  or  it  may  be  so  used  as  to  be 
discriminating  and  merdfuL  I  hope 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  will  endea* 
your  to  use  his  great  power  and  in- 
fluence to  make  the  law  discriminating 
and  merciful  as  regards  the  tenant 
farmers  of  Ireland.  I  hope  he  will 
consider  and  distinguish  between  one 
eyiction  and  another,  and  endeayoar  to 
use  his  power — and  I  am  sure  he  is  eo 
inclined — in  a  manner  to  show  merer  to 
those  who  would  pay  and  meet  their 
demands  if  they  could,  but  who,  from 
distress  and  poyerty,  haye  been  forced 
into  the  conoition  of  hopeless  debtors. 
But  whilst  we  thought  all  this,  there 
were  reasons,  as  I  haye  said,  to  induce 
us  to  forego  the  moyiuff  of  the  Amend- 
ment. We  did  not  wish  to  mislead  the 
Qoyemment  and  the  House  as  to  our 
idea  of  the  relatiyo  importance  of  the 
Irish  questions.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  (loyernment,  in 
his  statement  this  eyening,  told  us  that 
the  €K>yemment  intend  to  deal  with 
three  impOTtant  subjects  conceminr 
Ireland.   Tirst,  the  question  of  todiu 
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oid«r  ia  iMlaad;  neit,  what  he  pro- 
pcrir  ottUed  Um  "groat  qaattion  "  of  faad 
la  Iralaad;  and,  thirdly,  the  ouMtion 
of  the  futoio  gOToniinent  of  Iroland. 
Nov,  wo  mit%  under  the  impreuion 
that  if  we  brought  forward  an  Amood- 
meni  epeeiallT  dealing  with  the  Land 
Uoeelion»  and   no  other   Amendment, 
on  tho   Addrew,  we   might  lead  the 
Cloveniment   and   the    Efouse   to    be- 
lieve   that   we    considered   the   Land 
Qnaetaon  the  most  important,  and  the 
preering  of   all  the  Irish  qaea- 
of  the   Session.      Mr.  Speaker, 
not    under    that    impreesiou. 
I  wish  it  to  be  distsnotly  understood  by 
the  lioose-— and  I  believe  I  speak  the 
unanimous  Toice  of  the  National  Party 
in  this    House    that  we  eonsider  the 
neat  question  of  Irish  National  Self- 
Guverament  aboTe  and  beyond  in  im- 
portance all  other  questions,  and  com- 
passiag  all  other  questions  around  in 
Its  magnitude  and   strength.    Indeed, 
if  that  question  wero  setUed,  sU  other 
questions  would  settle  themselves,  r/reat* 
«a/  €k$m9  trmm  ik$  0/fMMlieii.]     I  per- 
fectly understand  that  cheer  from  the 
Beachea  nsar  me ;  but  I  can  assuro  those 
hon.  Members  that  eren  in  their  interests 
«^ia  the  interests  of  the  landlord  party — 
it  would  be  better  b?  far  that  the  question 
of  Irish  National Self-GoTemmentshottld 
ho  settled  in  adTance  of  all  other  ques- 
tiooa.    The  Land  Question  might,  no 
doubt,  be  settled  before  the  question  of 
Natiooal  8elf-(}oTemment.  But  the  land- 
lord party  of  Inland  in  this  House  may 
be  eartain  that  if  the  settlement  of  the 
Land  Qaestioa  is  to  eome  before  that  of 
National    Self-Goremmenty  the  settle- 
ment will  be  a  more  arduous  one  than 
a  settlemsnt  that  comsa  after  the  ar- 
rangement   of    the    greater   question. 
Now,  the  Party  who  wero  in  Office— 
the  late  Ooremment — had  an  admirable 
ehanee  of  sKtling  the  question  of  Si4f- 
Ouremment  if  they   oonld  only  have 
bffoaght  up  their  minds  to  the  lerfl  of  tho 
crtaa.    Their  might  easily  have  carried 
a  meaauroof  Home  Got  vmment,  for  they 
would  necessarily  have  had  the  support 
of  a  lAfffe  number  of  Members  on  the 
other  aioa  of  tho  House  below  the  Gang- 
way, and  they  misht  have  carried  it, 
not  oolv  through  tnis  House,  but  most 
eamly  through  the  House  of  Lords.   But 
somehow    they   lost    the   opportunity. 
They  went  near  bringing  tM  horse  to 
tbo  fenea^  but  wero  not  wilKng  or  able, 


at  the  last  moment,  to  take  the  jump. 
As  Atterbury  said  to  Swift— '*Thero 
was  a  great  opportunity  lost  for  want  of 
spirit."     Then   came   that  mysterious 
change  in  their  policy  of  which  wo,  the 
outsiders,  only  see    the   outward   and 
visible  signs,  but  about  which  I  think 
thoro  wiu    be  a  groat  deal    of  rery 
curious  histonr  to  be  written  for  the 
instruction    of    a    ftituro    generation. 
The   sending   over   to    Iroland    of   a 
right   hon.    Gentleman   (Mr.    W.    H. 
Smith)  ftom  this  House  on  a  mission  of 
inauiry,  and  the  proposed  visit  of  the 
noole  Lord  Uie  Member  for  South  Pad- 
dington  (Lord  Bandolph  Churehill),  aro 
amongst  the  incidents  that  will  have 
to  be  recorded.    They  firot  sent  over 
an  inquiring  Gentleman,  a  Gentleman 
with   an    ear-trumpet,  and   now  they 
aro  going  to  send  over  a  noble  Lord 
with   a    war-trumpet.     The    speeches 
of  the  noble  Lora  on  this  subject  re- 
mind me  of  a  character  in  one  of  Oharles 
Dickens's  books — the  famous  Sim  Tap* 
pertit.    Tou  romember  that  Tappertit 
IS  under  the  improssion  that  a  great 
social  rovolution  is  about  to  go  on,  and 
he  declares  that  '*  something  will  come 
of  it — I  hope  it  mayn't  be  human  goro.'' 
Theroopon  he  rushes  forthwith  to  revel 
in  as  much  of  that  said  human  goro  as 
he  possibly  could.     I  hope  the  noble 
Lord  is  not  about  to  emulate  the  mis- 
sion of   the  immortal  Tappertit.    His 
sacred  mission  has,  I  trust,  nothing  to 
do  with   human  goro;   but  I  do  not 
think  we  can  congratulate  him  on  this 
newest  effort  of  the  Tory  Party  to  make 
historjr  in  Iroland.    The  Home  Rule 
Question    is    now    in    the    hands  ^  of 
Her  Majesty's  prosent  Advisers;   it  is 
placed  especiallyin  the  hands  of  one  of 
the  greatest  of  £nglish  statesmen,  that 
statesman  who,  beyond  all  other  men,  is 
qualiBed,  and  I  believe  isanxious,  to  bring 
it  to  a  satisfactory  settlement.    Thero  is 
one  other  reason,  and  I  deeiro  this  to  be 
brought   to    the    front.      Though    the 
statesman  now  at  the  head  of  the  Realm 
is  vigorous  and  equal  to  the  great  task, 
we  cannot  count  upon  very  many  yean 
of  his  active  services ;  and  it  is  on  him 
we    chiefly   roly,    amoo^    all    English 
statesmen,  for  the  carrying  through  of 
this  great  measuro  of  National  Home 
Rule.      Among  English    statesmen  at 
present   I  can  see    no    one   anything 
like  so  well  qualified  as  the  present 
Prime  Minister  to  settle  the  question 
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of  Iriflh  Home  GoTerament.  Any  states- 
man  bo  inclined  can  accomplish  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Land  Question;  but  at 
present  I  see  no  one  so  well  quali- 
fied as  the  present  Prime  Minister  to 
settle  the  Home  Bule  Question.  That 
is,  therefore,  another  reason  why  we  are 
most  anxious  and  most  eager  that  there 
should  be  no  misunderstandiug  as  to  the 
order  in  which  these  questions  should  be 
taken ;  that  it  should  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  the  question  of  Home  Bule 
must  take  precedence  of  every  other. 
The  Irish  Bepresentatives  and  the 
Irish  people  are  anxious  to  settle  the 
question  of  Home  Bule,  and  are  dear 
tnat  it  must  come  first.  Nor  would  it 
be  possible  for  us  to  accept  with  good* 
will  any  programme  or  arrangement 
which  would  put  that  question  later 
in  point  of  time  than  any  other  of  the 
great  questions  affecting  the  future  of 
the  country.  These  are  the  principal 
reasons  why  we  forbear  from  pressing 
the  Amendment.  We  daim  precedence 
for  the  great  national  question  of  Home 
Bule  over  eyexy  other  question  affecting 
Ireland.  We  make  that  daim  in  thename 
of  the  Irish  people,  and  in  the  interest 
not  only  of  the  Irish  people,  but  of  the 
English  people  as  well.  The  tenant 
farmers  of  Ireland  will  undoubtedly 
suffer  in  the  next  few  months.  They 
haTe  suffered  much  already;  but  they 
are  a  patriotic  and  self-denying  class  of 
men,  and  they  will  thoroughfy  under- 
stand why  the  Irish  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  demand  that  the 
National  claim  shall  have  precedence  of 
any  claim  they  hare  to  make.  I  would, 
therefore,  strongly  urgo  on  the  Oovem- 
ment,  if  they  are  determined  to  deal 
with  this  great  question  of  Home  Bule, 
not  to  interfere  with  the  chance  of  a 
satisfactory  settlement  by  postponing  it 
to  any  question  of  seoonoiEiry  interest, 
however  intrinsically  important  that 
question  may  be.  Most  cordially  do  I 
wish  that  the  Prime  Minister  and  lus  Col- 
leagues may  be  able  to  settle  this  ques- 
tion, and  most  cordially  should  I  rejoice 
if  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  Uie  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
should  hare  a  share  in  the  great  honour 
and  gratification  of  bringing  this  long 
and  perplexed  dispute  to  a  satisfactory 
oondusion.  I  urge  upon  him  and 
all  the  Members  of  the  Ooyemment 
to  take  it  from  mo,  as  the  strong 
and  unanimous  feeling   of  the   Irish 
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people,  that  until  this  question  is  settled 
nothing  can  be  settled ;  but  when  this 
question  shall  have  been  once  dealt  with 
in  a  satisfactory  way  all  the  other  diffi- 
culties will  disappear  and  melt  away 
almost  in  a  moment. 

Major  SAUNDEBSON  :  Sir,  I  did 
not  think  that  I  should  ever  agree  in  any 
point  with  any  hon.  Qentleman  who  sita 
below  the  Gangway ;  but  on  this  occa- 
sion I  entirely  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  on  one  point, 
and  that  is  that  Her  Majesty's  Oovem- 
ment  should  deal,  in  the  first  instance, 
with  the  question  of  Home  Bule  in  Ire- 
land.  I  quite  redprooate  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Qentlenutn  that 
that  is  the  question  of  the  hour,  and 
that  to  deal  in  the  first  instanoe  with 
social  order  and  then  with  the  question 
of  land,  holding  out  and  dangling  before 
the  eyes  of  the  Irish  people  the  possi* 
bility  of  English  concession  which  should 
culminate  in  the  immediate  future  in 
the  establishment  of  an  Irish  Home  Bule 
Parliament,  would  be  about  the  most 
disastrous  course  of  policy  which  this 
House  has  ever  pursued.  I  think  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  that  Her  Ma* 
jesty's  Ooremment  will  give,  not  only 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway, 
but  to  one-third  of  the  Irish  population 
whom  I  and  other  Members  m>m  Ulster 
represent,  a  distinct  answer  as  to  their 
intentions  about  a  separate  Legislature 
in  Ireland.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  informed  the  House  to-night^^the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis* 
ter  has  told  us  that  it  is  not  fair  to  ex- 
pect that  when  they  have  assumed  the 
reins  of  power  for  so  short  a  time  they 
should  be  able  to  giro  to  the  House  a 
dear  definition  of  what  their  Irish  policy 
will  be.  Certainly,  I  should  not  be  so  un- 
fair as  to  imagine  that  we  could  ask  them 
to  place  on  the  Table  all  the  details  of 
a  complicated  policy.  But,  Sir,  we  hare 
had  distinct  indications  that  there  axist 
in  the  Cabinet  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man three  distinct  ideas  upon  the  sub- 
iect  of  a  separate  Gk>Temment  in  Ireland. 
We  have  the  speeches  which  have  been 
deliTcred  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J. 
Morloy).  We  have  also  the  speeches  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
the  Member  for  Hackney  ^Mr.  C.  Bussell). 
But,  more  than  that,  we  nare  had  a  tele- 
graphic announcement  of  Home  Bule 
policy  from  the  Prime  Minister  himself; 
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and  M  the  right  hon.  OentleniAii  has;  the  Address,  that  he  lusbaMthuikinf  of 
••rer  dented  the  eocuraor  of  that  tele*  this  Irish  Question  and  its  solution  both 
sraphic  announcement,  I  may  take  it  night  and  day.  Tben^foro  it  oannot 
for  granted  that,  at  any  rate  in  the  have  come  upon  him  unavares.  Is  it 
moatn  of  I>ooember,  the  right  hon.  Gen-  too  much,  then,  to  export  of  him  that  he 
tlemaa  had  become  a  convert  to  the  will  give  us  some  dt*tioite  dot^Iaration— 
policy  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  '*  aye  ''  or  '*  no  " — whether  he  has  de- 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Psmell).  I  Would  draw  cided  to  ooncode  the  request  made  to 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle* !  htm  by  the  hon.  Membor  for  the  City  of 
man  and  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  ,  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell;?  I  think  it  is  a  very 
the  remarkable  fact  that  that  suggestion  >  reasonable  request  which  the  Loyalist 
of  Home  Rule  being  conceded  to  Ire* '  part  of  the  Irish  population,  forming 
land  was  the  most  expensive  announce-  one-third  of  the  entire  population,  make 
meat  ever  made.  Never,  I  think,  was  •  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government.  We 
•o  eoetly  an  anaounoement  made  to  Eng-  are  placed  in  a  very  peculiar  position 
land  as  noon  that  occasion.  The  very  |  at  the  preeent  moment.  We  are  told 
idea  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  i  that  until  the  1st  of  April  we  shall  not 
inelined  to  favour  a  Home  Bule  policy  i  have  any  deBnite  indication  of  what  Her 
sent  down  the  shares  of  tho  Bank  of '  Majesty's  Government's  policy  will  be. 
Irrland  46  i>er  cent.  [^  Unfk,]  Hon.  I  One  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
Members  below  the  Gangway  laugh  at  ft|K>ke  to*night — I  think  it  was  the  right 
that  statement;  but  they  have  no  money  i  hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
in   the  Bank  of  Ireland.     Railway  as  !  J.  Chamberlain)  --told  us  that  they  have 


wM  as  Bank  shares  fell  in  an  equally 
alarming  manner.  Every  preparation 
was  made  for  a  political  exigency  of  a 
most  difficult  and  dangerous  kind  ;  and 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  we  proparud  for 


at  tho  present  moment  no  policy  on  the 
subject.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Ptime  Minister  has  given  us  an  in- 
dication of  how  he  intends  to  form  a 
policy — he  intends  to  enter  into  oorro- 


civil  war.  ILsti^MUr,]  I  si>oak  in  tho  '  si>ondenoe  with  the*  Irish  people.  Now, 
House  of  Commons  exactly  as  I  would  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  a  practical 
speak  in  Ulster,  because  I  state  what  1 1  method,  or  a  satisfactory  manner  of 
know  to  be  absolutely  true ;  and  that  is  finally  determining  what  the  ultimate 
the  elft<*t  which  the  announcement  of  |  destiny  of  the  Irinh  population  shall  be. 
th<»  right  hon.  (Gentleman  had  upon  the  The  question  of  Irelana  is  to  undergo  a 
omdtUon  of  Irrland.  That  effect  was  |  kind  of  incubation  at  the  instance  of  the 
«*Tid<»urM  by  the  effect  it  had  on  his  own  right  hon.  Gentleman;  and  the  final 
Tarty  in  England,  for  it  was  not  simply  !  hatching  of  the  egg  is  t  j  be  some  mea- 
upon  the  imagination  of  excited  Orange- 1  sure  which  will  give  i>eace  to  that  coun- 
men  that  this  new  policy  of  the  Prime  I  try.  That  is  a  proceeding  which  I 
Minister  produced  an  effect,  but  also !  venture  to  protest  against  in  the  name 
upon  his  own  Party ;  for  we  found  that ,  of  every  man  who  values  the  peace 
the  moment  that  indication  of  policy    and  happiness  of  Ireland.    But  until 


was  giTea  his  own  followers  in  England 
took  action,  and  declared  that  they  did 
not  eoiaeide  with  that  new  policy.  Con- 
aeqaeiitlT,  it  was  something  far  more 
senoos  than  one  of  those  reports  whith 
occasionally  find  their  way  into  the  pub- 
lie  Preas.  I  think  when  the  House  of 
Commons  rsoognixee  the  fact  that  even 
the  supposition  that  a  responsible  Mi- 
nister should  conceive  the  {xilicv  of  con- 
ogling  Home  Kulo  to  Ireland  had  such 


the  1st  of  April  we  are  to  have  no 
opportunity  of  speaking  in  the  House 
of  Commons  upon  the  nature  of  the 
legislation  proposed  to  be  introduced  for 
Ireland.  Therefore,  I  must  saT  a  word 
as  to  the  line  on  which  that  polioj  is  to 
go.  We  object  to  Home  Bule  in  Ireland 
for  two  reasons.  We  object  to  Home 
Bule  because  we  believe  that  legislative 
reparation  would  bo  an  unmixed  evil  to 
In*lAnd  herself.     I  admit,  however,  that 


a  disastrous  effei-t  upon  Ireland,  I  ven*  I  that  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  Secondly,  we 
ture  to  sa^  that  the  House  of  Common*  '  object  most  strongly  to  the  Uoma 
may  realise  what  effect  the  reality  of  •  Kulers.  There  is  one  fact  in  the  oalcu* 
Home  Bule  would  have.  Now,  8ir,  the  lation  which  is  an  absolute  certaintVt 
right  boo.  Gentleman  the  Prim<«  Minis-  .  and  I  think  it  may  faciliute  the  right 
ter  has  told  us,  in  tho  speech  he  made  at  |  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  in 
the  eommeneement  of  the  debate  upon  ^  his  aflbrta  to  solve  the  Irish  problem, 
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That  certain  fact,  Sir,  is  thia^that  there 
ia  no  doubt  wbaterer  aa  to  the  handa  into 
which  the  reins  of  Goyemment  will  fall 
if  Home  Bule  is  conceded.  The  ques- 
tion we  have  to  ask  ourselves  is  this. 
Have  the  Gentlemen  into  whose  hands 
the  reins  of  power  will  fall  given  us  in 
the  past  any  indication  of  their  power 
to  carty  on  successfully  the  government 
of  Ireland  if  they  obtain  supreme  power 
in  that  country  ?  If  I  were  to  give  the 
character  in  which  I  view  hon.  Members 
sitting  below  the  Gangway,  I  might  pro- 
bably be  looked  upon  as  a  prejudiced 
witness.  [**No,  no!"  from  ths  Jlowis 
Ruh  Mtmhtrs,']  I  am  afraid,  notwith- 
standing, that  it  might  be  so ;  and,  in 
fact,  I  might  be  called  to  Order  if  I  used 
language  as  strong  as  that  which  I  pro- 
pose to  read  in  a  quotation.  The  words 
are  those  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  himself  in  a  speech  which 
he  delivered  at  Leeds.  It  is  not  what 
may  be  called  absolute  ancient  history, 
because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made 
the  speech  only  five  years  ago.  I  admit 
that  in  the  course  of  five  years  people  do 
sometimes  change  their  minds;  but  I 
think  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  distinctly  changed  his  mind  since 
this  speech  was  delivered  he  would  un- 
doubtedly, from  the  very  high  position 
he  holda  in  the  country,  have  said  that 
he  had  changed  his  mind  on  so  very  im- 
portant a  point.  This  is  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aaid  in  describing  the 
Party  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
neU)— 

*<  For  hmtIjt  the  first  time  in  the  hictoxy  of 
ChristflDdom  a  bodj— a  miaU  body  ^  of  men 
hsTo  ariaen,  who  are  not  ashamed  to  preach  in 
Ireland  the  doctrine  of  pnblie  plander.  I  take 
aa  the  repreeentatiTeof  the  opiniona  I  denounce 
the  name  of  a  gentleman  of  coniiderable  ability 
^Mr.  Pamell,  the  Member  for  Oork,  a  gentle- 
man, I  will  admit,  of  considerable  ability— bnt 
whoee  doctrines  are  not  each  aa  really  need  any 
ooaaidorable  ability  to  recommend  them.  If  you 

So  forth  upon  a  ndmion  to  demondize  a  people 
y  teaching  them  to  make  the  property  of  their 
neighbours  the  object  of  their  coTetoue  doeire, 
it  doee  not  require  mperhnman  gifts  to  find  a 
certain  nomber  of  followere  and  adhorants  to  a 
dootrine  eoch  aa  that*' 

If  I  had  used  that  language,  I  expect 
yon,  Sir,  would  have  called  me  to  Order. 
For  my  own  part,  I  should  never  have 
thought  of  describing  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  aa  robbers  led  by  a 
robber  chief.  But  these  are  the  words 
of  tlie  light  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 


Minister,  and  the  Honae  will  easily  un- 
derstand why  even  an  Eaatem  dervish 
would  object  to  place  himself  at  the 
disposal  of  Ali  Baba  and  the  Forty 
Thieves.    At  that  time  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  had 
40  followers.    It  ia,  therefore,  our  busi- 
ness to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  fact  that  we  absolutely  accept 
this  definition  ot  the  character  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  and 
his  followers  as  beinff  perfectly  correct. 
The  House  will  easi^  understand  that 
we  have  the  most  determined  intention 
of  opposing  to  the  uttermost  any  Govera* 
ment  formed  of  men  of  this  description. 
But,  perhaps,  the  House  may  imagine 
that  we  exaggerate  the  situation;  and 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  and  his  Friends  form  a  Govern- 
ment the  minority  will  be  treated  with 
perfect  fairness  by  that  Assembly.   Per- 
haps the  House  will  allow  me  to  read  an 
extract  from  a  speech  delivered  veiy  re- 
cently by  a  rev.  gentleman,  a  supporter 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Oity  of 
Cork;  and  if  this  speech  describee  ac- 
curately the   treatment   that   we,   the 
Loyalists,  believe  we  are  to  receive  if 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
ever  succeeds,  as  I  believe  he  never  will 
succeed,    in  dominating  the  policy   of 
Ireland  it  ia  necessary  I  should  read  it 
to  the  House.    The  speech  was  delivered 
in  Dublin  in  the  course  of  the  late  elec- 
tion for  North  Dublin,  or  rather  upon 
the  declaration  of  the  poll.    The  lan- 
guage used  waa  not  altogether  Parlia- 
mentary ;  but  I  think  it  is  essential  that 
the  House  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
kind  of  language  which  is  used  in  Ire- 
land by  supporters  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man.     This   speech  appeared  in    n§ 
Fr^mnMn^M  Journal,  in  Tm  Irith  JVsim,  in 
2^  Dublin  JSxpr$$$f  and  in  other  papers; 
and  I,  therefore,  suppose  that  it  may  be 
admitted  to  be  accurate.    As  I  have  said, 
it  waa  delivered  at  the  declaration  of  the 
poll  for  North  Dublin  by  the  Bev.  Father 
Beehan,  who  said — and  I  hope  the  House 
will  pay  attention  to  this  quotation,  for, 
at   any  rate,   the  words  are  remark- 
able— 

•*  The  Gaatle  offidale,  with  distended  abdo- 
mena.  would  hare  to  go,  for  it  ia  time  for  them 
to  be  on  the  mn.  They  (the  Nationaliala)  wei« 
not  etrnggling  mcnly  for  a  green  flag ;  they 
waotfHl  three  meaU  a  dav— [Cri>««/  *'Trea- 
•on !  *']<-good  dothee  on  their  backa^[CnM  •/ 
*'  Shame ! "  1 — and  emplovment  for  honest  meo.^* 
["  Shame !  ^*} 
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Thftt  doM  not  Apply  to  hoii.  Memben 
Mow  the  Gaogway. 

*  TIm  «l«ciioo  wma  OT«r,  and  IIm  imX  ttmi^lo 
vat  to  btf>|rfB  B^w*  What  tbnr  waatad  now  woa 
tb*  apoUa-'UM  loaTca  and  nahea  of  all  thAco 
laUova  who  bad  the  monopolv  np  to  thu.  Tbcy 
vaatad  mm  of  thctr  own  to  Im»  tha  ofiiciiiU  for 
tbia  eovaUry,  to  fill  arary  ait  nation  and  ovory 
ecwpalioQ  that  tliay  war«  qoalifiwl  for.  From 
the  hifrhaat  to  tha  lowcat,  and  tha  topmoat  man 
in  tha  Cailla  moat  maka  way  for  ona  of  tbaiia, 
a«d  tha  lowtal  ofllcial  in  tha  poorhooaa  yondar 
mnti  ba  rrplaoad  by  ona  of  thaira.  What 
dtd  thair  oppoornta  do  in  their  day  P  They 
krpt  eTar^thioif  to  themtclvca;  and  now  they 
miicht  thank  C^od  that  they  (the  Nationalifta) 
gave  thnn  raw  and  nnboiled  joaticc/' 

Now.  8tr»  thai  is  exactly  the  point  that 
we  thoroughly  understand  in  Ireland. 
AVe  hare  got  tu Actently  epionrenn  tastes 
»(it  to  desire  that  the  article  ahould  be 
c'toked  for  us  at  Westminster — fAn  hon. 
Memmoi:  You  hare  cooked  jurif's.]  Tho 
raw  and  unboiled  artido  which  would  bo 
eerred  up  bj  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  and  his 
Friands  would  entirely  diasffree  with  the 
constitution  of  the  Irish  Ix>yaliats. 
Th«^refore,  we  ask  the  right  hon.  (Gen- 
tleman and  his  Colleagues,  in  dealing 
with  this  queation^  to  consider  first  of  all 
tha  character  of  the  men  into  whose 
hands  the  Goremment  of  Ireland  mufit 
iDeritably  fall  as  described  by  their  own 
Cliief,  and  then  to  some  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  say,  with  that  character 
staring  them  in  the  face — *'We  have, 
nerertheloaa,  eonsented  to  dismember  the 
Kmpire,  in  order  to  satisfy  men  who  hare 
bestt  described  so  apthr  and  so  justly  hj 
the  Prime  Minister  of  England."  I  cannot 
If^liere  that  the  Houso  will  ever  consent 
to  dismember  the  Empire  on  those 
ti>rma.  What  would  they  ^ain  ?  They 
would  be  Bupnosed  to  yarn  one  great 
adTaatage,  ana  that  is  in  the  absence 
from  this  House  of  the  Irish  Members. 
B«t  aeeording  to  the  scheme  indicated 
they  would  not  gain  that  adrantage. 
Too  would  hare  thom  here  still.  In- 
deed, IreUnd  appears  to  me  to  be  to 
England  what  the  Old  Man  of  the  Soa 
WM  to  8inbad  the  Sailor.  Ireland  has 
got  its  legs  round  England's  neck.  Take 
ears,  Isat  in  taking  Ireland  off  700  do 
not  break  England's  neek.  Toe  hon. 
Member  fur  the  City  of  Cork  and  his 
Friends  appear  to  take  this  position  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  They  do  not 
advoeato  a  policy ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
stands  here  m  a  poltticftl  Warwick — to 
mako  and  onmake  Ministries  at  his  will. 


In  the  oaleulation  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  made  he  has  overlooked  one  great 
political  factor.  He  may  succeed  onoe 
in  performing  this  operation ;  but  he  has 
orerlookcd  one  factor  which  he  will  find 
in  the  end  omnipotent  to  crush  him  and 
his  objects,  ana  that  is  the  patriotism 
that  is  to  be  found  in  Ireland,  and  the 
love  of  England  still  to  be  found  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  hare  no 
doubt  that  when  the  House  of  Commons 
is  brought  face  to  face,  as  it  must  be  in 
the  immediate  future,  with  the  fact  that 
in  Ireland  they  must  learn  to  face  and 
crush  the  organisation  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  is  the 
head--  that  they  roust  either  do  that  or 
dismember  and  destroy  the  Empire  to 
which  thoj  belong,  they  will  form  one 
united  Party,  and  be  able  to  deal  most 
easily  with  the  hon.  Member  and  his 
followers,  retaining  still  the  honour  and 
gloiTof  England  and  the  welfare  of  Ire* 

Address  ayrW  U :  —  To  be  presented 
by  Privy  Councillors. 


SUPPLY. 

Tin  BECRETABT  to  thb  TBEA- 
8UHY  (Mr.  II.  H.  FowLsa)  intimated 
that  the  House  would  be  asked  to* 
morrow  to  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  what  the 
Estimates  were  which  the  Qoremment 
proposed  to  take  to-morrow  f 

Ma.  H.  H.  FOWLER :  The  Oitil 
Serrioe  Supplementary  Estimates* 

J?#ta/r#if,  That  this  House  will,  To- 
sierrev,  resolve  itsolf  into  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  Supply  to  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty. 

Estimates  referred. 

WAYS  AKD  MEAK8. 

J?tfie/eW,  That  this  House  will,  Th 
m^rrom,  resoWe  itself  into  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  Wajs  and  Means  for 
raising  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her 
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Sza  JOHN  LUBBOCK :  I  hope  the 
House  will  allow  me  to  proceed  with 
the  seoond  reading  of  this  Bill.  The 
objeot  of  the  measure  is  to  provide  that 
no  child  or  young  person  employed  in  a 
shop  shall  be  worked  for  more  than 
12  hours  in  a  day.  The  second  reading 
was  passed  by  the  House  last  year 
without  a  dtyision.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  Bill  has  since  undergone  some 
modifications ;  but  that  is  not  so.  The 
Bill  is  practically  the  same  measure  as 
was  adopted  last  year.  We  did  not 
propose  any  inspection  last  year,  nor  do 
we  do  so  now  ;  becaiise  we  believe  that 
it  would  be  to  the  interests  of  all  shop- 
keepers that  the  others  should  conform 
to  the  law.  This  is  no  question  between 
shopkeepers  and  their  assistants.  The 
great  majority  of  shopkeepers  are 
anxious  to  close  earlier.  I  have  been 
several  times  asked  whether  there  is 
really  any  need  for  this  Bill ;  whether  it 
is  possible  that  any  large  number  of 
young  persons  are  actually  employed  for 
more  than  12  hours  in  the  day?  On 
this  point  I  may  remind  the  House  that 
last  year  I  had  the  honour  to  present 
Petitions  from  almost  all  our  large 
cities,  and  finally  one  monster  Petition 
containing  many  thousands  of  signa- 
tures. A  meeting  was  held  last  June 
In  support  of  this  Bill,  which  was 
warmly  supported  by  the  Bishop  of 
London,  Cardinal  Manning,  Earl  Stan- 
hope, Lady  John  Manners,  and  Mr.  F. 
Harrison,  while  the  Chair  was  taken  by 
that  eminent  Judge,  Lord  Bramwell. 
Lord  Bramwell  is  well  known  as  a 
staunch  supporter  of  individual  in- 
dependence,  and  an  opponent  of  Go- 
vernment interference  and  over-legisla- 
tion. But  he  warmly  supported  the 
present  Bill.    He  said — 

"  Ko  one  had  a  doubt  of  tha  propriety  of  laws 
for  tha  prerentioii  of  cmeltv  to  animals.  That 
most  be  admitted  to  be  a  nght  thing.  Why  P 
Beoanse  they  were  helpleas ;  beoanse  they  ooold 
not  protect  themselTes.  But  they  were  not 
more  helpless  than  the  child — a  two-footed 
creatore,  who  was  subjected  to  the  orders  and 
eontitkl  of  those  against  whom  he  waa  powerless 
to  struggle.  It  could  not  be  doubted  that  the 
Bill  wmoh  Sir  John  Lubbock  had  brought  for- 
ward waa  one  which  ought  to  receiTO  the 
approval  of  that  meeting.  He  believed  a 
ahortening  of  the  shop  hours  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  everybody  concerned.  He  believed 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  not  only  for  those 
who  worked  in  the  shop,  but  for  their  em- 
ployers. It  would  diminish  espenses,  and  the 
workpeople  would  be  frssher  and  more  vigorous 


in  the  service  of  their  master  than  they  oonld 
possibly  be  now.'* 

The  Shop  Hours'  League  have  also 
collected  a  great  deal  of  evidence  on  the 
subject — evidence  which  I  am  sure  no 
one  can  read  without  warm  sympathy 
and  compassion.  To  make  my  case 
complete  the  House  will,  I  hope,  allow 
me  to  give  one  or  two  cases. 

Louisa  B ,  aged  19,  drapery,  four  and  a 

half  years  at  Battersea. 

"  My  hours  are  from  8.30  a.m.  to  9.80  p.m.. 
and  on  Saturdays  until  12  p.m.  As  to  meals,  we 
are  supposed  to  eat  our  food  as  quickly  as  pos* 
sible,  and  then  return  to  the  shop.  I  was  in 
perfect  health  when  I  entered  the  business, 
now  I  often  feel  ready  to  sink  down  for 
want  of  fresh  air  and  rest.  Before  the  end  of 
the  day,  and  especially  on  a  Saturday,  I  feel 
exceedingly  weary  and  depressed,  and  hare 
difficulty  in  standing  until  the  clock  strikes  12. 
I  am  quite  unfit  to  attend  a  place  of  worship  on 
Sunday  morning.'* 

Amy  J.  L ^  aged  19,  drapery,  King*s  Groas. 

"I  have  been  in  business  three  years  at 
Poplar,  Hackney,  and  where  I  am  now.  At 
Poplar  the  hours  were  9  a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  at  the 
other  places  from  8.15  and  8.80  a.m.  to  9.30 
and  10  p.m.,  and  at  12  p.m.  on  Saturdays.  It 
is  often  12.30  and  1  on  a  Sunday  morning  be- 
fore we  get  out  of  the  shop.  Meal  times,  about 
20  and  25  minutes  for  dinner,  and  15  minutes 
for  other  meals.  I  was  in  perfect  health  when 
I  first  went  into  the  business.  Daring  the  last 
18  months  I  have  been  away  from  business 
three  times  through  illnesses,  which  the  doctor 
said  was  through  the  long  hours.  If  I  had  a 
little  out-of-door  exorcise  1  should  be  much 
better;  and  I  think  it  might  be  arranged  for 
us  to  sit  some  time  during  the  day  when  we 
are  not  busy.  I  am  always  thankful  when 
Sunday  oomes ;  but  I  am  never  fit  to  go  to  a 
place  of  worship  till  night.*' 

E.M.^in  a  shop  in  Camberwell*-«ays— 

"Went  into  business  between  16  and  16 
years  of  age.  The  avenge  hours  are  from  8 
and  8.30  a.m.  to  9.30  and  10  p.m.,  and  from 
11.30  to  12  p.m.  on  Saturdays.  In  my  present 
situation  we  have  no  stated  time  for  meals. 
We  eat  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  then  hnrry 
back  to  the  shop.  Kever  before  I  went  into 
business  did  I  know  what  illness  waa  ;  but  ainoe 
have  scarcely  known  what  it  is  to  be  free  from 
pain.  I  have  overflowing  of  blood  to  the  head, 
which  causes  me  to  swoon  after  standing  a  Ions 
tim««.  I  soaroelv  know  what  it  is  to  stand  wiu 
ease  for  the  violent  pains  in  my  feet  and  legs. 
Mv  feelings  at  the  end  of  the  day  are  so  drsad- 
fully  low  and  weak  that  I  scarcely  have  the 
struiath  to  undress.  1  never  feel  thoroughly 
rested  when  I  have  to  get  up.'* 

Another  girl,  in  a  shop  at  Deptford,  said — 

"I  begin  at  8  a.m.  and  leave  at  10  p.m., 
Saturdays  8  a.m.  to  12  p.m.  We  have  nom 
16  to  20  minutes  allowed  for  each  meal.  We 
are  very  oftan  called  forward  from  our  nsaU 
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to  tlio  abop  io  aUtod  to  ciutooMtt.  We  Icare 
fror  iiMttU  liAlf  oooMixiMd,  and  then  the  fuod  U 
etther  cold  or  we  get  no  rooi«.  When  apprenticed 
t*»  the  draperr  my  health  wnj  good ;  but  it  is 
KTvdaaUj  feiiinir.  and  the  doctor  w^yt  I  am  in  a 
coaanaption.  1  am,  therefore,  oblifcpd  to  leare 
at  the  end  of  the  month.  I  hare  nerer  been  able 
to  icH  for  a  walk  except  on  a  Sunday,  aa  no 
ree|«<rtAbIe  girl  earee  to  go  out  between  10  and 
II  at  night.  After  the  fatigue  and  worry  of 
the  week  I  am  ao  thoroogblr  worn  out  that  my 
ottJy  thought  ia  to  reet  on  a  Hnnday ;  but  it  goea 
tio  quickly,  and  the  other  daya  dng  on 
alowly.'* 

It  18  atated  that  probablj  one^half  of  the 
ix%fn%*  Mautaotain  London  narer  enter 
a  plaoa  of  worahip,  and  thoee  who  do  are 
0O  drowsT  that  thej  ean  scarcely  keep 
awako.  The  eases  I  hare  giren  are  by 
SO  iDf^ans  of  ao  exceptional  character. 
In  laliogtoo,  out  of  260  shops  counted, 
800  were  open  at  9.30  p.m. ;  at  Hack- 
ney, 160  out  of  200  at  0  30;  to  Ham- 
meramith.  200  oat  of  250 ;  in  Kentish 
Town.  120  out  of  175  ;  in  Bow,  125  out 
of  175;  in  Bermondvoy,  320  out  of  400 
at  10  p  m. ;  in  Lambeth,  350  out  of  460  ; 
in  BattMsea,  140  out  of  200;  Poplar, 
120  oot  of  150;  at  Stoke  Newiogtoo, 
226  out  of  300;  in  Whitechapel,  475 
out  of  600  at  10.15  ;  while  on  Saturdays 
a  large  proportion  of  thcM  shops  con- 
tinue at  work  till  midnight.  It  must 
alan,  of  ooorse,  be  remoml^Dred  that  the 
assistants  hare  to  go  on  writing  some 
time  after  the  shops  are  doaed.  1  hare 
BO  reaa^m  to  suppose  that  thcHO  diatricts 
are  worse  than  others  ;  they  are  merely 
takm  as  samples.  Thu^  as  the  a^Hi^t• 
aats  begin  work,  on  an  aTcrsgt\  about  8 
in  the  moiniog,  their  actusl  working 
bottrs  are  from  16  to  17  in  one  day,  and 
from  13  to  14  on  fire  daya  in  the  week. 
Probably  it  would  be  within  the  mark 
to  say  that  the  majority  of  ahopkeepers' 
assistints  work  from  75  to  90  hours 
a-week.  I  have  takeo  these  illuatratioos 
f^on  Loodon;  but  the  eril  is  by  oo 
means  coofiaed  to  tho  Metropolis.  Io 
LiTerpool  it  is  deeply  felt,  and  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  f«ir  that  City  had 
last  year  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  sub- 
jert.  The  Shop  Hours'  League  hare  in- 
slitotad  inquinse,  and  thsT  state  that  at 
Brighton,  for  instance,  the  hours  are 
about  tha  same  as  in  London ;  io  Briatol 
they  are  excesaiTely  long;  at  Chsati^r, 
I>«rby,  HoddersfieM.  I^eds,  York,  and 
slsswhera  they  are  about  80  per  week. 
At  Manchester  most  of  tbe  retail  shoos 
iMiva  tflffribly  long  hoaia.  At  Bochdale 
^fki&f  •*•  far  too  loagt  and  we  do  not 
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I  know  how  to  shorten  them."  The 
Bill  oontaioa  oo  oow  princsple  ;  il 
merely  extends  to  shops  that  which  ia 
already  the  law  in  workshops;  it  sug* 
gesta  no  machinery  or  inspection ;  it 
involres  no  expeose ;  it  would  oot  in* 
terfere  with  trade ;  there  would  oot  be 
a  yard  of  stuff  or  an  ouoce  of  tea  sold 
less  than  oow ;  and  we  should  lengthen 
and  brighten  the  Mre^  of  thousands  of 
these  poor  children.  Just  let  me  ask 
the  House  to  oonstdor  what  14  hours  of 
work  mean.  We  cannot  reckon  less 
than  sereo  for  sleep,  one  for  breakfast 
or  supper,  half-an-hoor  for  dressing  and 
undressing,  one  hour  for  buying  neoes* 
saries,  doing  their  room,  Ac,  and  if  we 
allow  an  hour  for  getting  backwards 
and  forwards  we  have  accounted  for 
the  whole  24 ;  aod  oot  a  moment  is  left 
for  amusemeotv  or  self-improTement,  for 
fresh  air  or  family  life,  for  any  of  those 
occupations  which  cheer,  brigbteo,  aod 
eonoble  lif^^in  fact,  we  literally  say 
that  not  only  have  they  not  a  moment 
to  themselres,  but  they  are  so  hard 
worked  that  at  the  end  of  the  week  they 
are  fit  to  drop  with  fatigue.  I  am  con* 
Tinoed  that  all  Ijondon  would  gain  if 
the  shop  assistants  had  greater  oppor- 
tunities of  intellectual,  moral,  and  spi* 
ritual  improvement.  Moreover,  Uie 
cruel  effect  of  the  lone  hours  ia  con- 
riderably  increased  by  the  fact  that  the 
unfortunate  assistants  hare  to  stand  the 
whole  time.  This  long  standing  is  a 
terrible  eril.  How  injurious  stsnding 
is  we  may  clearly  see  from  the  fact  that 
though  customers  remain  in  a  shop  for 
so  comparatively  short  a  time  they  areio* 
variably  accommodated  with  seats.  Coo* 
sideriog,  however,  the  relative  need  of 
rest  as  between  the  assistants  and  their 
customers,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
seats  are  on  the  wronff  side  of  the 
counter.  This  is,  happily,  oo  queetioo 
between  shopkeepers  aod  their  assist- 
aota.  There  is  oo  such  differeoce.  I 
believe  the  sliopkeepera  are  aloioet  aa 
aoiious  to  close  as  the  assistants  them* 
M*lves.  Perhaps,  then,  it  may  be  said, 
why  oot  leave  the  matter  io  their 
haods?  Because  io  almost  every  caae 
the  arraogements  for  eariy  closing 
have  been  rendered  nugatory  by  the 
action  of  some  very  small  minority 
amoog  the  shopkeeoers.  Over  aod 
,  over  agaio  we  resa  that  the  shop* 
;  keepers  io  a  given  district  ara  anxious  to 
I  oloea,  aod  have  all  agreed  to  do  to  with* 
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perhaps,  a  single  exception.  But  that 
single  exception  is  fatal.  One  after  an- 
other the  rest  gradually  open  again,  and 
the  whole  thing  breaks  down,  and  thus 
a  small  minority  tyrannize  over  the  rest. 
It  seems  clear  that  nothing  but  legisla- 
tion can  remedy  the  evil.  Voluntary 
action  has  been  tried  and  failed  over 
and  over  again.  For  instance,  in  1872 
a  South  London  Drapers'  Association 
was  formed  in  order  to  shorten  the 
hours.  An  influential  Committee  was 
formed,  and  about  250  drapers  joined 
the  Association.  After  much  labour 
and  expense,  and  a  great  deal  of  can- 
vassing, they  agreed  to  close  at  8.  This 
arrangement  began  on  the  2nd  of  Sep- 
tember ;  but  it  lasted  only  about  a  fort* 
night.  One  by  one  the  shops  kept  open.  At 
last  only  the  20  Committeemen  were  leff, 
and  then  the  whole  movement  collapsed ; 
but  before  finally  breaking  up  they  met 
and  passed  a  unanimous  resolution  that 
nothmgshort  of  legislation  would  suffice 
to  shorten  the  hours  of  labour  in  retail 
shops.  I  might  quote  many  other  cases, 
but  will  only  refer  to  one.  At  Sunder- 
land a  similar  attempt  was  made,  but 
very  soon  broke  down  in  the  same  way. 
Indeed,  the  g^at  majority  of  shop- 
keepers would,  I  believe,  welcome  a 
Bill  which  would  prevent  a  small  mino- 
rity of  unprincipled  competitors  from 
obtaining  an  unfair  advantsge.  The 
question  naturally  arises  whether  the 
passage  of  this  Bill  would  have  the 
effect  of  throwing  young  persons  out  of 
employment  ?  Now,  in  the  first  place,  it 
is  estimated  that  from  one-half  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  shop  assistants  are  young 
persons  ranging  from  12  to  21  years  of 
age,  and  the  conditions  which  regulate 
their  employment  would  govern  the 
rest.  Moreover,  the  great  majority  of 
shopkeepers  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
close  if  the  remainder  would  do  so. 
There  is,  indeed,  one  objection  to  fac- 
tory legislation  which  does  not  apply  to 
a  Bill  like  the  present.  It  is  obvious 
that  interference  with  manufacturers,  if 
carried  too  far,  might  drive  them  out 
of  the  country,  and  thus,  by  depriving 
our  factorv  population  of  work,  defeat 
its  own  object.  In  such  a  measure  as  I 
am  venturing  to  recommend  there  is  no 
such  danger.  The  shops,  on  the  whole, 
will  obviously  do  as  much  business, 
whether  they  are  open  12  hours  or  14, 
though  the  shopkeeper  who  keepa  open 
may  fetch  away  a  little  basine«  from 
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his  more  merdfol  or  considerate  neigh- 
hour.  No  one,  then,  can  say  that  our 
proposals  are  of  a  character  to  injure 
trade,  while  they  would  brighten  and 
prolong  the  lives  of  thousands  of  our 
countrymen  and  countrywomen.  The 
hon.  Baronet  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Sir  John  Luhhock.) 

Ma.  THOEOLD  ROGERS:  I  en- 
tirely  agree  with  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  I  think  it  is  a  sound  one,  in  the 
interests  of  the  community  and  of  young 
people  themselves.  I  certainly  feel  that 
young  persons  between  13  and  18  jrears 
of  age  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  work 
more  than  12  hours  a-day;  but  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Bill  will  not  entirely  meet 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  I  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  communication  with 
persons  engaged  in  business  on  tho 
South  side  of  London ;  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  businesses  are  carried  on  there  are 
altogether  different  from  those  which 
apply  to  businesses  in  the  West  End  of 
London,  and  that  it  might  be  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  trade  to  include  indis- 
criminately all  businesses  in  this  Bill. 
I  hope,  therefore,  although  I  cannot 
object  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
that  after  it  has  been  read  a  second 
time  my  hon.  Friend  will  agree  to  refer 
it  to  a  Select  Committee.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  letter  from  one  of  the  principal 
traders  of  South  London — the  head  of  a 
very  large  firm  indeed — and  he  tells  me 
that  they  are  obliged  to  beg^n  business 
at  8.30  in  the  morning.  They  have  to 
carry  on  the  business,  which  is  that  of  a 
drapery  establishment,  until  12  o'clock 
in  the  day,  when  the  business  itself 
begins  to  slacken ;  and  from  that  time 
until  8  in  the  evening — ^I  am  speaking 
of  a  part  of  the  Metropolis  where  almost 
the  whole  of  the  oommunitv  are  a  la- 
bouring people — the  writer  informs  me 
that  he  might,  for  all  practioal  pur- 
poses, shut  up  his  shop.  But  at  8  ia 
the  evening  the  business  begins  again, 
and  it  is  found  necessary  to  conduct  the 
greater  part  of  it  between  8  and  12 
o'clock  at  night.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  if  the  Bill  of  my  hon.  Friend 
were  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  we 
should  get  evidenoe  from  pereons  en- 
gaged  in  buaineas  under  di&ietti  oir- 
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conitaBMs  from  the  ahopkeepen  mod 
tnul€«ai«ii  of  the  We«t  End,  and  that 
vo  ahoaU  got  aome  erideooe  which 
might  aoable  aa  to  modify  the  proTtaions 
ifi  the  Bill,  ao  aa  to  render  it  oaef ul  to 
all  elaaaea  of  the  community.  I  am 
Afraid  that  if  we  paas  it  in  ita  preeent 
form  it  may  proea  hardly  upon  many 
peraooa  who  are  not  in  oyer-floarishing 
circamitancoa  nt  the  preeent  moment, 
and  who  will  feel  inclined  to  aay  that  we 
have  been  logialating  for  the  poorer 
jiarta  of  London  on  linee  altogether  in- 
applicable, howerer  suitable  they  may 
be  for  the  Weet  End  of  the  Metropolis. 
Ftrma  like  thoee  of  Marshall  and  8nol- 
grore  and  othera  may  be  able  to  shut 
up  their  eatablishmonta  at  6  or  7  o'clock 
in  the  oTcning ;  but  in  districts  inhabited 
by  the  poorer  classoa  I  am  quito  certain 
that  the  shopa  hare  to  be  kept  open  for 
a  much  longer  time.  Thia  correapondent 
of  mine  aajs— 

"  Frc«m  8  nntll  9.30  ve  take  at  raoch  or  more 
mtnomf  mM  in  the  whole  of  the  previous  pert  of 
th«4ey.'* 

He  atatea,  further— 
"Tni'lA   is  not  prosperous  st  the  prceont 

And,  speaking,  perhaps,  a  little  angrily, 
ht*  aaka — 

on  of  this 


•«  Whet  is  the  need  of 

lie  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  shopa  at  present  Toluntarily  close 
at  3  p.m.  upon  one  day  in  tho  week;  and 
be  aads  that  the  condition  of  the  a^ist- 
ante  employed  in  the  shopa  is  impror- 
tag  every  year  without  pressure  being 
brought  to  boar  upon  the  employer.  I 
belieru  that  that  is  the  case.  I  cannot, 
aa  I  aaad  at  first,  resist,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  I  ought  to  resist,  in  the  in- 
leraala  of  humanity  and  good  sense, 
the  aaeoftd  reading  of  this  Dill ;  but  I 
do  tmal  that  when  it  baa  been  read  a 
second  time  my  hon.  Friend  will  have  no 
objection  to  refer  it  to  a  Solect  Com- 
mittee. The  time  of  the  Seasion  ia  rery 
early ;  and  I  ho|»o  that  erery  Member 
who  would  aenre  upon  the  Committee 
would  be  aasioua  to  report  at  as  early  a 
dale  aa  poasible.  I  hope,  also,  that  the 
Committee  would  be  able  to  find  out 
Bseaas  by  which  businosaea  which  re- 
quire longer  hours  thaa  olhera  may  be 
aattaladorily  conducted. 

Tsa  8ECUl'n:AUY  or  STATE  r>a 
XMB  HOME  DEPABTMENT  iMr. 


CntLDKKs) :  I  ahould  like  to  aay  a  few 
worda  before  the  Hill  ia  read  a  aeoond 
time,  aeeing  that  the  matter  ia  one 
which  must  come  under  the  oogniaance 
of  the  Home  Office.  I  have  not  yet  hail 
time  thoroughly  to  oonaider  the  whole 
oueetion ;  but  aa  far  aa  thia  Bill  lays 
aown  that  young  peraona  between  the 
ages  of  13  and  18  ahould  not  be  worked 
more  than  12  hours  in  the  day,  which  ia 
the  main  provision  of  the  Bill,  I  think 
that  CTcryone  in  this  Houae  will  agree 
that  young  persons  of  that  ago  ahould 
not  be  overworked.  The  Home  Offloe 
look  upon  women  and  young  peraona 
such  aa  theae  aa  being  under  their 
charge  with  reapoct  to  the  amount  of 
work  which  they  may  be  called  upon  to 
do ;  and  I  cannot  deny  that  it  ia  a  aound 
principle  they  should  not  be  worked 
more  than  13  hours.  That  is  the  prin* 
eiple  of  the  Bill,  and  on  that  ffround 
I  shall  not  object  to  the  second  read* 
ing.  But  I  am  bound  to  aay  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  Bill  aa  it  ataada 
ia  altogether  unworkable,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  poasible  to  accept 
its  proviaions.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  tho  irniversity  of  London 
(Sir  John  Lubbock)  saya  that  the  Bill 
proposers  to  exclude  from  ita  operation 
thoHo  employed  in  licensed  public-houaea 
and  refreshment  bars;  but  theae  appear 
to  me  to  be  the  persona  who,  of  all 
others,  require  protection,  and  who 
should  not  oe  allowed  to  be  employed 
for  more  than  12  houra  a-day.  There- 
fore, I  do  not  think  that  that  ia  a  pro* 
vision  which  the  House  ought  to  adopt. 
Then  I  understand  my  hon.  Friend  to 
say  that  the  Bill  doea  not  propose  to 
appoint  aay  additional  Inspectora ;  and 
yet  the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  extend  the 
proviaiona  of  the  Faotoriee  and  Work- 
shopa  Act  of  1873  to  persona  employed 
in  ahops.  But  if  you  do  not  employ 
persona  to  carry  on  the  duty  of  tnspoc- 
tion,  how  are  you  to  enact  that  thone 
young  people  employed  in  ahops  are  to 
(*ome  under  the  provisions  of  that  Act  ? 
Without  some  provinion  in  regard  to  in- 
sp<^*tion  I  am  afraid  the  Bill  would  be 
aititgether  unworkable.  I  will  only  say 
that  I  will  conmder  very  carefully  the 
nature  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and 
will  be  prepared  to  state  my  view  at  a 
later  atage.  I  would,  thereforo,  reepect- 
fully  recommend  the  House  to  allow  the 
aeoond  reading  of  the  Bill  ^  PM*  ;  ^tat 
I  hope  my  hon.  Friend  will  aUow  aome 
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interral  to  elapse— say  eix  weeks  or  so — 
before  taking  the  next  stage,  so  that  we 
might,  in  the  meantime,  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  advice  and  opinion  of  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  matter,  and 
who  will  necessarily  be  entrusted  with 
the  working  of  a  measure  of  this  kind. 
As  to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bormondsey  (Mr.  Thorold  Bogers) 
that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  I  have  no  very  strong 
opinion  upon  the  matter ;  but  I  will  be 
prepared  to  accept  the  proposal  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  London  (Sir  John  Lubbock), 
if  he  will  consent  to  defer  the  Gommit- 
tee  stage  for  a  few  weeks. 

Sir  B.  ASSHETON  CBOSS  :  I  hope 
that  we  are  not  going  to  discuss  all  the 
Bills  that  are  down  upon  the  Paper.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  wise  plan  to  adjourn 
the  House  after  we  shall  have  disposed 
of  this  Bill.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be 
wise  to  adjourn  before  we  come  to  the 
next  Order  of  the  Day.  [**No!"]  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary has  said  that  he  agrees  with  the 
Srinctple  of  the  Bill.  I  confess  that  I 
o  not  see  anything  in  the  principle  of 
the  measure,  or  the  form  in  which  it  has 
been  drawn,  to  which  I  object ;  but  I 
would  strongly  recommend  the  hon. 
Baronet  in  charge  of  it  (Sir  John  Lub- 
bock), at  thisearly  period  of  the  Session, 
and  after  the  appeal  which  has  been 
made  to  him  by  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man,  cither  to  postpone  the  Committee 
stage  for  six  weeks^  or  else  to  refer  it  to 
a  Select  Committee.  Such  a  course  would 
not  amount  to  the  shelving  of  the  Bill, 
but  would  simply  insure  that  the  ques- 
tion would  receive  full  consideration, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  difficulty 
which  has  been  raised  as  to  the  class  of 
persons  to  which  it  ought  to  apply.  My 
own  view  is  that  the  very  wisest  course 
to  take,  at  this  early  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion, would  be  to  refer  it  at  once  to  a 
Select  Committee,  in  order  that  its  pro- 
visions may  be  thoroughly  diseussea  I 
am  quite  sure  that  a  Select  Committee 
would  be  able  to  report  long  before  the 
•:x  weeks  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  referred  to.  I  therefore  hope 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  will  accept 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bermondsey  (Mr.  Thorold  Bogers).  and 
refer  the  measure  to  a  Select  Committee ; 
and  after  this  Bill  has  been  disposed  of 
I  hope  the  House  will  oonaent  to  ad- 

2fr.  ChiUUr9 


joom  without  proceeding  to  discaas  any 
of  the  remaining  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON  :  Sir,  I 
should  wish  to  make  one  or  two  obser- 
vations, as  I  happened  to  be  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Factoxy  and  Workshops 
Committee,  which  some  years  ago  sat 
and  considered  this  very  question.  I 
may  say  that  while  we  were  very  ready 
to  give  relief  to  young  persons  employed 
for  long  hours,  yet,  for  thereasons  given 
in  our  Beport,  we  did  not  see  our  way  to 
do  so  in  the  case  of  shop- workers.  If 
the  House  will  refer  to  this  Beport  of 
the  Committee  they  will  find  a  great 
deal  of  information  given  on  the  evi- 
dence of  persons  from  many  qaarters 
of  the  Kingdom.  The  question  pre- 
sented a  good  deal  of  difficulty  ;  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  domestic  industry 
is  a  thing  with  which  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  interfere,  and  that  legis- 
lation upon  it  would  probably  do  more 
harm  than  good.  We  must  all  feel  very 
much  sympathy  with  young  persons, 
women  especially,  who  are  employed  for 
long  hours ;  and  it  is  within  my  know- 
ledge that  young  women  are  often  em- 
ployed for  14  or  15  hours  at  refresh- 
ment bars.  That  is  much  longer  than 
the  time  during  which  young  people  are 
employed  in  shops,  or,  at  least,  in  such 
as  are  attached  to  dwellings  where  they 
take  their  meals.  Therefore  I  am  glad 
my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Childers)  has 
exercised  caution  in  giving  assent  to  the 
Bill.  I  believe  that  boo.  Members  will, 
on  consideration,  see  that  there  is  great 
reason  for  caution  before  giving  scope 
to  their  benevolent  ideas  with  reference 
to  this  question. 

Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK :  Sir,  I  should 
be  TQTj  glad  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  (Mr.  Childers).  If  the  House 
agrees  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
I  will  then  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

Motion  ^r0$di0. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  BiU  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee."— (^ir  John  Luhbp$i.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mb.  BERESFOBD  HOPE:  Sir.  aa 
the  hour  is  late,  and  the  next  Bill  on  the 
Puer  b  an  important  one,  which  there 
will  be  plenty  of  opportonitaea  of  eon* 
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Mdartaip  li«rNift«r,  I  shall  now  more  the 
•djoomment  of  th«  Iloute. 

Motion  made^  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  this  Ilonfle  do  now  adjourn.''^ 
{Mr.  B0r09f9ri  Upp0,) 

Ma.  COITRTNPIY :  Sir,  I  rise  to  op- 
pofo  tho  Motion  ot  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleioan*  The  action  of  the  right  hon. 
Gendaman  in  moring  the  adjournment 
of  the  Houae  is  but  too  transparent, 
and  it  is  one  whioh  I  think  ought  not  to 
be  passed  over  without  comment.  At 
this  hoar  I  am  not,  of  course,  disposed 
t«»  go  against  the  will  of  the  Ilouse;  but 
I  raanot  agree  to  the  proposal  of  the 
right  hon.  (lentlecnan  until  it  is  ascor- 
taioed.  The  next  Bill  upon  the  Paper 
is  one  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
maa  does  not  entertain  a  high  opinion; 
and  that,  no  doubt,  is  the  secret  of  his 
wish  for  the  adjournment.  But  I  do 
not  sae  why  we  should  not  use  the  op- 
pcirtunitjT  whioh  is  now  before  us  of 
c  lostdering  that  Bill,  aa  it  is  jret  early — 
'  LsmfkiH- i-^in  the  morning.  If  I  have 
the  priTiIege  of  moriag  the  second 
raading  I  shall  not  occupy  more  than 
five  ninutea  in  giring  reasons  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill ;  and  certainly  there  is 
no  reason  which  I  can  see  why  the 
Ilauae  should  not  be  asked  to  agree  to 
thai  MotioQ.  I  hope  Her  Majestv*s 
GoTemoMnt  will  not  accede  to  the  Mo- 
tion for  the  Adjournment  without  a 
more  d«*6nite  reason  than  that  given  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  l*niTersity  of  Cambridge,  of 
whom  the  Earl  of  Beaconsfield  once 
said  that  no  sooner  did  we  begin  bosi- 
nsaa  in  Febmary  than  he  wanted  to 
know  when  we  should  rise  for  the  Easter 
holidays.  I  trust  the  House  will  not 
agraa  to  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon* 
Oeatlaman. 

Qaaslioa  pot. 

Th«  House  #iriV#^:^ATee  137 ;  Noes 
113:  Majority  6.— (DiT.  List,  No.  6.) 

PAEUAMENTART   FRAKCHIHE   (EX- 

TEJCWOK  Tf )  WOMEN).-{Bat  70  J 

\Mr.  Hm^UV,  5ir  M^^fi  r0^t4r,  Mr.  H^mUs- 

■wfl,  Mf,  HUmf^fih,  Mr.Stmuf€ld.  Mr. 

T9ri4.] 

aSDOXD   aSADtXO. 

Older  for  Ssooad  Heading  raad. 

Ma.  OOURTXET :  Sir,  when  I  op- 
posed tha  Motion  for  the  adjoonment 
of  tha  Honae  I  promiaed  that  I  woold 


not  oooupy  more  than  fire  minutes  if  I 
had  the  pririlrge  of  mofing  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  intend  to 
keep  that  promise.  I  must  apologise 
for  appearing  here  for  that  purpose, 
because  my  name  is  not  upon  tlie  back 
of  the  Bill ;  but  the  House  will  be  aware 
that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Uanley  (Mr.  Woodall)  has  accepted  the 
position  of  Surreyor  General  of  Ord- 
nance, and  I  oan  only  regret  that  the 
Bill  has  now  passed  from  his  hands. 
In  the  meantime,  until  further  charge 
ot  the  Bill  is  taken  by  some  hon.  Mem- 
ber, I  hare  promised  to  look  after  it. 
8ir,  the  simple  ground  on  whioh  I  shall 
ask  the  House  to  accept  the  measure  is 
one  which  I  believe  will  commend  itself 
to  hon.  Members  on  this  side — ^it  rests 
upon  the  prinriple  laid  down  some  years 
ago  by  the  present  Prime  Minister,  that 
the  franchise  ought  to  bo  extended  in 
every  ease  unless  it  was  barred  by 
personal  unfitness  or  political  danger. 
Now,  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  allege 
that  the  enfranchisement  of  women 
comes  within  either  of  these  qualifica- 
tions. We  have  already  given  the  fran- 
ehise  to  women  in  the  election  of  school 
boards,  and  also  in  the  election  of  muni- 
cipal councils,  and  in  each  ease  in  the 
opinion,  which  has  been  verified  by  ex- 
perience, that  they  were  not  personally 
unfitted  to  exercise  the  fhtnohise.  Now, 
what  is  the  allegation  made  as  to  the 
political  danger  of  giving  them  the 
franchise?  I  say  it  is  an  allegation 
which  I  am  ashamed  to  hear,  and  one 
which  I  think  thoee  who  make  it  ought 
to  be  ashamed  to  ntter.  They  say  that 
the  giving  of  the  vote  to  women  would 
be  politically  dangerous ;  they  refer  to 
Primrose  Leagues,  and  say  that  it  will 
add  to  the  Conservative  strength  in  the 
country.  Now  I  do  not  believe  that. 
The  experience  we  have  had  of  the  use 
of  the  vote  given  to  women  in  connection 
with  school  boards  and  town  councils  is 
not  consistent  with  that  declaration. 
That  experience  shows  that  women  are 
divided  in  opinion  very  much  as  men 
are  between  the  two  political  Partiee; 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  extension  of  the  franchise  to  them 
would  lead  to  any  increase  of  Conserva* 
tivo  strength.  Even  if  it  were  so,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  extend  it  to  them. 
I  hope  that  the  support  of  hon.  Membera 
who  sit  on  Uiis  riae  of  the  House  will  be 
gif«B  to  the  Billi  and  that  th^  will  not 
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say  that  they  oppose  the  enfranchise* 
ment  of  women  beoause  they  beliere  it 
will  benefit  one  political  Party  more 
than  another.  Now,  I  believe  that  if 
there  is  any  fear  of  danger  from  the 
Primrose  Leagne,  and  from  the  intro- 
daotion  therefrom  of  women  into  poli- 
tics— an  introduction  not  of  a  direct 
character — ^that  such  fear  or  such  danger 
will  be  lessened,  if  not  altogether  re- 
movedy  by  giving  women  the  privilege 
of  claiming  to  vote ;  for,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  simply  because  they  have  not  been 
allowed  to  have  the  vote  as  a  privilege 
and  as  a  right,  and  to  feel  what  they 
owe  to  the  country  in  giving  their  vote, 
that  we  have  witnessed  the  action  of 
women  in  respect  of  some  elections 
which  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
inspired  by  the  best  possible  motives. 
But,  Sir,  I  look  to  this  gift  to  have  the 
greatest  influence  over  the  character  of 
women  themselves.  Beoause  it  will  give 
them  a  larger  range  of  ideas,  because  it 
will  introduce  them  to  the  highest  and 
best  in  the  public  life  of  the  country,  I 
would  give  the  franchise  to  women.  I 
would  give  them  the  franchise  even  if  I 
anticipated  some  temporary  political 
danger.  But  there  is  no  ground  what- 
ever for  that  anticipation;  experience 
has  shown  that  the  danger  is  imaginary. 
There  is  only  one  other  observation  I 
wish  to  make,  and  that  is  in  relation  to 
the  framing  of  this  Bill.  This  Bill  pro- 
poses to  give  the  electoral  vote  to  all 
women,  being  single,  unmarried,  or 
widows,  who  possess  the  same  qualifica- 
tions in  respect  to  property  which  now 
gives  to  men  the  right  to  Tote.  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  seriously  said  that  dan- 
ger would  attach  to  the  gift  proposed  to 
be  given  by  this  Bill ;  and  1  most  sin- 
oerely  and  confidently  recommend  the 
Bill  to  the  acceptance  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr.  Courtney.) 

Mm.  PIJLESTON :  I  do  not  propose 
to  detain  the  Ilouse  more  than  one  mo- 
ment. What  I  am  particularly  desirous 
of  saying  is  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
Members  of  the  House  will  support  this 
Bill  upon  grounds  altogether  different 
to  those  stated  by  my  non«  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Bodmin  Division  of 
Cornwall  (Mr.  Courtney).  It  is  not  for 
the  House  to  consider  whether  there  is 
any  fear  of  danger  involved  in  the  en- 
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franohisement  of  women — the  question 
is  purely  and  simply  whether  women 
are  entitled,  under  our  Constitntion,  to 
the  franchise.  The  supporters  of  this 
measure  claim  that  the  iranchise  rightly 
belongs  to  women.  Personally,  X  do 
not  ohare  the  opinion  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Courtney)  entertains  as  to 
the  effect  which  will  not  be  produced, 
nor  do  I  share  his  opinion  as  to  the 
effect  which  will  be  produced,  by  the 
passing  of  this  measure.  Single  women 
or  widows  who  pay  rates  and  taxes  either 
have  a  right  to  the  franchise,  or  they 
have  not.  I  claim  that  they  have  a 
right  to  it.  It  was  felt  by  many  that 
the  passing  of  the  Franchise  Bill  last 
year  afforded  Parliament  a  fitting  op- 
portunity of  adopting  the  principle 
embodied  in  this  Bill.  I  regret  to  say, 
however,  a  great  many  hon.  Members— 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr. 
Hlingworth),  and  others  whom  I  see 
sitting  near  the  hon.  Qentleman  now 
— thouffh  pledged  to  the  principle  of 
this  Bill,  deliberately  voted  against 
the  proposal  to  engraft  it  upon  the 
Franchise  Bill.  I  contend  that  there 
woidd  have  been  very  little  difficulty  in 
passing  through  both  Houses  a  clause 
embodying  this  principle  in  the  Fran- 
chise Bill,  because  it  was  shown  that  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  Members  of 
both  Houses  were  then  in  favour  of  the 
enfranchisement  of  women.  Such  being 
the  case,  and  knowing  as  we  do  that 
at  least  100  Members  upon  the  Minis- 
terial side  of  the  House  pledged  to 
support  the  Bill  in  obedience  to  a 
Party  Whip  deliberately  went  into  the 
Opposition  Lobby  when  the  question 
was  introduced  during  the  passing  of 
the  Franchise  Bill,  I  trust  tne  second 
reading  will  be  agreed  to  without  fuftlier 
delay. 

Ma.  EYEBETT :  I  haye  mueh  plea- 
sure in  supporting  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill.  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
there  is  no  class  of  people  now  exer- 
cising the  franchise  in  this  countrr  who 
would  exercise  it  more  intelligently  and 
more  independently  than  would  the 
class  this  Bill  proposes  to  enfranchise. 
I  know  many  women  who,  but  for  the 
fact  that  they  are  women,  would  be 
voters,  and  they  feel  most  keenly  the  de- 
privation they  suffer  in  not  being  al- 
lowed to  exerdse  any  influence  in  the 
passing  of  the  laws  of  this  great  natioo. 
We  have  a  lady  as  the  Sovereigu 
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merita,  as  I  should  have  dona  at  anothar 
and  more  reaaonable  hour;  to-night  it 
ia  quite  sufBciont  to  argue  on  the  points 
I  hare  mentioned.  The  hon.  Qontleman 
(Mr.  Courtney),  who  movt^d  the  second 
reading,  pointed  out  that  it  was  only  pro- 
posed to  enfranchise  widows  and  spins- 
ters, and  not  married  women.  Whether 
that  is  an  adrantage  in  iitH*\t  or  not— whe- 
ther it  is  an  encouragement  of  morality  or 
not,  I  will  not  say.  But  this  I  do  say — 
that  the  safeguard  18  tainted  with  the  pro* 
Terbial  worthlesjness  of  all  safeguards. 
Wo  know  that  a  safeguard,  generally 
speaking,  amounts  to  dust  to  be  thrown 
in  someone's  eyes.  If  we  allow  dust  to 
be  thrown  in  our  eyes  in  this  case,  we 
shall  in  a  short  time  see  very  rospeotablo 
married  women  clamouring  at  our  doors 
and  demanding  a  share  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country. 

Mn.  JAM£8  8T  U ABT :  I,  Sir,  also 
intend  to  make  a  short  speech,  although 
short  speeches  have  been  so  much  com- 
plained of  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  (Mr.  Beresford 
Hope).  I  am  rather  astonished  that  it 
should  be  felt  that  to  debate  a  subject  in 
five-minute  speeches,  if  they  are  to  the 
l>oint,  is  a  disgrace  to  this  Assembly.  I 
am  sure  that  a  Bill  like  this,  which  has 
been  so  long  l>efore  the  country,  and  so 
frequently  before  the  Uouse  ofvommons, 
is  much  more  effectual Iv  dealt  with  in 
such  short  speeches  as  have  just  been 
deprecated  than  in  long  speeches.  I 
have  to  argue  in  favour  of  this  measure 
in  the  briefest  possible  manner.  It  is  a 
measure  of  iustice,  Mr.  Speaker;  and  on 
that  gronnd  I,  for  one,  base  my  support 
of  it.  We  give  the  franchise  to  classes 
or  bodieaof  {arsons  for  a  double  reason — 
first,  because  they  have  their  own  in* 
tereata  to  protect ;  and,  aecondly,  for  no 
loss  A  reason«*namely,  that  it  is  voiy 
dilficttlt  to  ascertain  what  will  benefit  a 
given  class  of  piM>ple.  or  what  is  the  beat 
way  to  deal  with  their  difficulties,  unless 
we  have  the  opinions  of  that  class  before 
us.  There  is  no  officially  recognised 
method  by  which  the  opinion  of  any 
body  of  peraons  is  brought  to  the  notice 
of  this  Uouse,  other  than  the  recording 
of  votes  at  the  ballot.  Women  are  at 
this  momaiit  gifted  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  political  influence.  That 
political  influence  is  now  exercised  free 
from  any  raspooaibility,  and  thnt  ia  an 
evil  and  a  miafertune.  If  we  could  atop 
thair  politaaal  infliMBioa  we  mi^t  get 


;  we  have  admitted  ladies  to 
•satvise  votes  in  reapect  to  the  lower 
departments  of  public  life ;  and  to  ex- 
diMe  them  from  any  voice  in  the  doings 
c»f  thia  House,  where  meaaurea  more  im- 
portant than  any  others  are  debated 
and  paaaed,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very 
iisin4aoDabte  and  inconsistent  proci^- 
in^g  on  our  part  With  tlio  certain 
kaowledga  that  a  large  number  of  this 
cla«a  of  persons  would  exercise  the  fran- 
cliiaa  intelligently,  independently,  and 
with  an  earnest  desire  to  do  good  to  the 
country,  I  most  heartilv  support  the  se- 
cond reading  of  thia  Bill.  I  believe  that 
hy  passing  this  measure  we  shall  still 
furUier  add  to  the  strength  which  was 
frivett  to  the  nation  by  the  extension  of 
th*  franchise  during  the  last  Parlia- 

Mn.  BBRESFOUI)  HOPE :  I  appeal 
to  the  Ilouae  whether  the  length  and 
rharaelar  d  the  speeches  to  which  we 
have  joat  listened  is  not  a  very  good 
orgvaant  that  thia  is  not  the  hour  or 
the  ooeaaion  on  which  we  can  prD|ierly 
debate  thia  meaaun*  ?  Whether  the  Bill 
is  a  good  or  a  bad  Bill  it  ia  a  very  im- 
portant Bill.  It  propoaes  an  enormoua 
oad  aalmown  addition  to  the  franchise^ 
on  addition  to  the  franchise  of  a  class  of 
petaons  totally  different  from  those  who 
nave  hitherto  voted.  It  comea,  too,  on 
the  very  morrow  of  the  largest  addition 
to  the  franchise  wo  have  ever  had,  when 
I  think  everyone  might  have  wished 
and  have  expected  there  should  be  a 
litU<^  breathing  time  to  see  how  the  ad- 
dition of  last  year  worked.  It  is  only 
by  the  maraal  accident  that  it  has  been 
poasibie  to  bring  thia  Bill  on  to-night-* 
a  <loTerameat  ni^ht--and  now  we  are 
asked  to  hurry  it  through  with  five- 
mtaola  speechea.  I  dare  say  the 
spsechsa  are  excellent.  Still,  they  are 
coiy  fiva-minnte  speeches,  and  a  Bill  of 
this  aort  ahould  not  be  dealt  with  in 
five*minnte  speechea.  In  point  of  fact, 
if  the  Bill  ia  read  a  second  time  now  it 
will,  for  all  practical  porpoaea,  have  been 
rrad  undebated ;  and  to  carry  a  Bill  of 
thia  notora,  excellent  as  it  may  be^aad 
I  am  not  tnclined  to  admit  it  ia  excellent 
— wonld  be  aothin|f  lesa  than  a  scandal: 
it  woold  be  a  misfortone,  beoanaa  it 
voold  lower  rwr  coaaiderably  the  na- 
ticaal  laspeet  which  is  entartaiaed  for 
the  waT  we  do  oar  bnsinesa.  I  wiab  to 
spare  tka  time  of  the  Hoose,  and  there- 
we  I  do  aol  now  arwaa  the  Bill  ga  ita 
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rid  of  the  misfortune ;  bat  we  cannot  do 
that  now ;  and,  therefore,  why  not  attach 
responsibility  to  it  ?  I  believe  that  the 
Yaried  misfortunes  which  have  been  so 
repeatedly  foretold  and  indicated  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  to  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  belong  will  vanish  under  the 
happy  touch  of  responsibility. 

Ma.  OONYBEABE :  I  do  not  propose 
to  detain  the  House  even  for  the  pro- 
verbial five  minutes,  but  merely  wisn  to 
add  one  argument  which  seems  to  have 
been  overlooked  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  already  spoken — an  argument 
which,  I  think,  is  not  unworthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  House.  It  appears  to 
me  that  one  of  the  best  arguments  in 
favour  of  granting  this  measure  of  jus- 
tice to  those  who  have  been  denied  it  so 
long  is  that  women,  as  the  mothers  of 
future  generations,  can  and  do  exercise 
considerable  influence  npon  the  minds 
of  those  who  are  to  come  after  us.  We 
hare  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will 
be  to  the  interest  of  generations  yet  un- 
born that  the  mothers  of  our  posterity 
should  be  able,  by  havins^  the  vote,  to 
take  such  an  interest  in  political  matters 
as  will  enable  them  to  educate  properly 
the  minds  of  their  children.  For  daring 
the  early  years  of  childhood,  when  the 
infant  mind  is  most  open  to  receive  im- 
pressions, it  is  from  the  mother,  rather 
than  the  father,  that  the  child  derives 
that  instruction  which  it  most  readily 
assimilates.  No  one  can  have  studied 
the  history  of  this  country  without  know- 
ing that  tills  question  has  been  debated 
many  years ;  and,  therefore,  if  we  can 
dispose  of  the  subject  now  in  five- minute 
speeches  much  good  will  result. 

Mb.  BADCLIFFE  COOKE :  I  am 
one  of  the  many  new  Members  of  the 
House ;  and  if  I  feel  a  little  diffidence  in 
making  a  short  speech  upon  this  Bill, 
the  House,  I  am  sure,  will  accord  me 
its  indulgence.  Sir,  it  does  astonish  me, 
as  an  Englishman  and  as  a  Member  of 
this  deliberative  Assembly,  that  at 
1  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  in  three 
or  five-minute  speeches,  a  great  Consti- 
tutional change— a  change  greater  than 
any  that  has  ever  been  effected  in  any 
country  in  the  world — should  be  made 
by  a  jaded  Legislature.  P'Oh!'']  I 
suppose  that  I,  a  new  Member,  feel 
more  tired  than  experienced  Members, 
and  that  I  have  ueed  an  improper  word. 
I  heard  some  hon.  Memben  who  sup- 
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ported  this  Bill  speak  of  having  had 
experience  of  women  franchise.  Where? 
I  liiink  that  it  is  only  in  the  somewhat 
wild  States  of  America — ^the  Mormon 
State,  for  instanoe^-that  the  franchise 
has  been  given  to  women.  We  are 
asked  to  make  this  enormous  Oonstitu- 
tional  change  on  such  experience  as 
that.  The  speeches  of  the  two  Mem* 
bers  who  last  addressed  the  House 
were,  I  consider,  strongly  opposed  to 
the  measure.  Those  hon.  Members 
spoke  of  the  weight  and  importance 
in  the  country  of  married  women.  All 
the  advocates  of  this  measure  based 
their  support  of  it  upon  the  drenm- 
stance  that  the  grievance  which  one  sex 
suffers  sprinffs  from  the  action  of  the 
other  sex,  and  that  those  grievances  can- 
not be  redressed  because  the  one  sex  have 
not  the  vote.  Now,  the  grievances  of 
which  women  complain  spring  from  the 
marital  relation.  I  suppose,  quite  nn* 
consciously,  I  have  been  very  amusing ; 
but  if  we  read  The  Wow%aiC$  Sufirags 
Journal^  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  me 
to-day,  we  find  that  it  is  because  of  the 
behaviour  of  the  husbands,  and  the 
rights  which  they  exercise  over  the 
property  of  their  wives,  that  the  women 
aemand  the  franchise.  It  is  beeause 
husbands  come  home  drunk  and  kick 
their  wives,  and  sometimes  injure  the 
children — ^it  is  for  all  these  reasons, 
which  seem  to  me  to  be  associated  with 
the  marital  condition,  that  the  franchise 
is  wanted  for  women.  Well,  the  hon. 
Members  who  bring  in  this  BUI  propose 
to  give  the  franchise  to  women  who 
know  nothing  about  these  reasons, 
widows  who  had  known  something 
about  them,  and  spinsters.  Let  us  re- 
verse the  case.  Let  us  suppose  that  in 
this  country  the  franchise  was  conferred 
npon  women,  and  not  upon  men,  and 
that  we,  the  men,  wished  redress  from 
the  grievances  which  we  suffer  firom  the 
women,  those  g^evances  arising  only 
as  they  can  arise,  out  of  the  mantel  re- 
lations. I  have  repeatedly  said  I  sup- 
pose I  am  very  amusing ;  but  I  would 
respectfully  ask  the  House  what  griev- 
ances sninsters  and  widows  suffer  from 
men  ?  Well,  should  we  be  satisfied  if 
it  was  proposed  to  give  the  franohise 
only  to  old  bachelors  and  widowers? 
The  hon.  Member  based  his  argu- 
ment upon  the  question  of  personal 
fitness,  yet  he  seeks  to  exclude  the  fittest 
of  their  sex  who  are  seleoted  for  the 
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moat  important  ftmotaoa.     l£mi§kUr,']   show  that  thu  i»  a  rwr  grave  qoatUon. 
It  ta  BO  taiighui|r  maitor ;  it  it  getting   We  all  admit  that ;  lor  it  ie  olear  that 
be^Md  that.     We  are  exdudisg   the  the  Bill  woald  totertere  with  the  politi* 
moot  fitting  of  their  eez — ^namelj»  those  cal  protpecte  of  this  country — and  still 
who  are  ejected  for  the  moat  important   more  so  on  any  futnre  exteneion  of  the 
fuactiune.    All  the  grieTances  suffered   franchise  hereaftor.     Such  a  question 
by  women  arise  out  of  the  marriage  re-   does  not  deserre  to  be  dealt  with  in  fire* 
UttoB.    Moat  Membera  in  this  House   minute  speeches.    In  this  now  Parlia* 
are  desirooa  of   aeeing  dassHi  repre-   ment,  when  the  subject  was  being  dis* 
aaated,  and  the  daaa  of   women  who  cussed  before  Membera  who  had,  pro- 
aufler  grieTances  at  the  hands  of  men   bably,  never  heard  it  discussed  before, 
are  not  the  spinsters  and  widows,  but  I  think  that  so  important  a  measure 
the  married  women ;  and  if  women  are   should  not  be  introduced  for  the  first 
to  be  raprsaanted  at  all,  the  married   time  at  thia  hour.    At  all  erenta,  it  can- 
women  ooffht  to  have  Uieir    intereeta  not  be  dealt  with,  at  leaat,  from  the 
repraaanted  in  Parliament.     My  hon.   point  of  view  of  those  who  oppoae  it  in 
Friend  on  my  right  aaya  that  married   fiTe-minute   speeches ;    for   they    have 
women  do  not  pay  taxea ;   but  that  ia   much  to  aay  upon  the  subject,  and  the 
not  the  point.    The  point  ia  whether  we   opportunity  is  not  aff(»rded  them  to*night 
lihall  give  women,  as  women,  the  vote,  or   to  discuss   it.     I  appoal  to  those  who 
not.     Further  than  that,  if  we  pasa  this .  support  the  Bill.    If  it  is  to  have  any 
Bill,  it  is  inevitable  that  we  must  even-    weight  in  the  country,  will  it  not  be 
tually  admit  women  to  Parliamentary  better,  before  voting  for  or  against  ao 
repreaentation.   I  will  tell  the  hon.  Mom- ,  grave  a  change,  to  learn  the  views  of 
ber  why  I  think  so.     Will  women  be   the  occupants  of  the  MiniaterialBeochea? 
aatisfied  by  being  repreaented  by  per-   I  will  keep  my  word,  and  I  will  not  take 
sitfia  of  the  oppo»ite  sex  f    Is  it  likely   part  in  the  discussion  of  the  Bill ;  but 
th#y  will  If*  sati»fif  d  by  the  franchise   those  who  are  opposed  to  the  principle 
^*ing  given  to  widows  and  apinstera?  of  the  Bill  ought  to  have  an  opportunity 
It  appeara  to  me  inevitable  tnat  they  |  of  addresaiog the  House;  and,  therefore, 
would  demand  to  have  women  Bepra-  i  with  a  view  of  enabling  others  todiacuaa 
aantativae  of  women.    We  are  not  satis-   the  queetion,  I  beg  to  move  the  adjourn- 
fied  nnleae  we  have  elasa  Bepresonta-   ment  of  the  debate. 
tiTes ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  women  i     ^^^ion  made,  and  Question  propoaed, 
wUl  not  be  aatisfied  nnlaaa  they  are  re-    u  x^^t  the  Debate  be  now  adjouraed." 
praomted  by  their  own  eex.    I  have   _^^,y  j^        y^,^  j 
only  one  word  mors,  and  that  la  that  a  • 

maasnre  ao  important  as  this— more  im-  i     ThkCHANCELLOB  or  thxEXCHE- 
portant  than  any  Beform  Bill  that  was  QUEB     (Sir    William     HABOovar) : 
•T«r   introdoead,    whatever    ita   scope  There  ia  a  great  deal  of  force  in  what 
might  ultimately  besought  not  to  oe   my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  haa 
left  ia  the  haada  of  a  priTate  Member,   said  upon  this  subject.    When  the  late 
bat  should  be  dealt  witn  on  the  raapon-    Home  Secretary  (Sir  B.  Assheton  Croaa) 
aibility  of  Her  Majeaty'a  Qovemment.      suggeated  that  we  shoold  adjourn  the 
8ta  HKNBT  JAMKS :  I  have  risen    Houae   I  quite   conoorred  and    voted 
ao  oliaa  in  past  Parliamenta  to  discusa   with  him,  and    I  am  aorry  that  the 
thia  quaation  that  I  ahould  not  have  majority  was  not  in  favour  of  adopting 
taken  part  in  the  debate  on  this  Bill  if  that  course.    Although,  after  all,   we 
it  had  Dean  brought  on  under  ordinary  I  might  deal  with  smaU  meaaurea  on  the 
liiaMMistaimaa     I  do  not  intend  to  die- ,  first  night  of  a  Seaaion,  it  haa  never 
ewaa  the  merits  of  the  question  now ;   been  according  to  custom  to  deal  with 
hmi  I  think  that  an  opportunity  ahould   Bills  of  first-rate  importance  on  anoh 
be  aflbrded  for  thoae  who  oppoae  the  occaaiona ;  and,  as  everybody  knows  that 
meaaore  to  be  in  their  placee.    My  hon.   this  is  m  meaaure  of  firat-rate  importance, 
Friaad  was  within  his  right  in  movina  nobody  expected  that  it  would  oome  on 
tko  saaond  reading  of  thia  Bill ;  but  I   at  thia  Bitting.     My  right  hon.   and 
think  lam  alao  within  my  right  in  aay-   learned  Friend  thought  very  properly 
lag  that  it  was  not  cx|>ect^  that  the   that  so  important  a  qu4«tion  should  not 
saooad  reading  would  be  taken  to-night,   be  taken  when  none  of  the  Leadera  of 
That  betag  ao,  I  will  not  detain   the  the  Party  oppoaite  are  in  their  plaoaa. 
Boaae  by  entering  into  argnmeata  to  It  ia  pevfeotiy  certain  that  thia  diviaion 
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will  be  regarded  in  the  Honae  and  in 
the  oonntry  as  a  snapped  diTision. 
Everybody  knows  that  it  is  so.  Nobody 
expected  that  the  question  of  female 
saflfrage  would  be  dealt  with  to-night ; 
and  it  would  not  be  fair  to  the  House 
or  to  the  country  that  in  a  new  Parlia- 
ment, and  at  such  an  hour,  a  question 
of  such  magnitude  should  be  dealt  with 
in  this  absurd  way.  I  shall  certainly 
support  the  Motion  of  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 

Sib  JOHN  GOEST :  I  am  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
second  the  proposal,  because  the  Motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  House  was 
suggested  by  him  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB :  It  was  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary. 

Sib  JOHN  G0R8T :  When  the  rig:ht 
hon.  and  learned  (Gentleman  opposite 
(Sir  Henry  James)  rose,  he  had  no 
intention  of  moving  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  until  it  was  suggested  to  him 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
We  hare  heard  a  great  deal  on  previous 
occasions  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  about  submission  to  the  will 
of  the  House ;  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
division  taken  which  showed  the  will 
of  the  House,  it  was  that  which  was 
taken  a  short  time  ago,  when  the  House 
deliberately  decided  that  it  would  deal 
with  this  question  now.  What  is  the 
objection  to  this  course  ?  It  is  that  the 
queation  has  not  been  adequately  dis- 
cussed. If  this  was  a  new  question, 
there  might  be  a  g^eat  deal  in  that 
argument ;  but  it  is  a  very  old  question, 
and  has  been  discussed  oxer  and  over 
again;  and  although  we  have  had 
amusing  speeches  to-night,  there  has 
not  been  one  single  new  argument 
advanced  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
Now  the  House,  which  is  a  full  one, 
has  decided  that  they  would  come  to  a 
division  on  the  second  reading  to-night. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  knows, 
and  we  all  know,  that  there  will  be 
ample  opportunity  for  those  who  oppose 
the  Bill  to  express  their  opinions  upon 
it  in  its  future  stages;  but  I  do  not 
snppoee  that  there  are  half-a-dosen 
Members  in  the  House  who  have 
not  made  up  their  minds  upon  this 
•abject  yean  ago ;  and  all  I  ask  is  that 

Xh0  Ckmcilkr  oftk$  JEifch$fumr 


in  this  full  House,  in  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  House,  we  shall  be  allowed 
to  express  our  opinion  on  the  second 
reading  of  this  measure.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  hope  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  not  press  his 
Motion  to  a  division ;  but  if  he  does,  I 
trust  the  House  will  adhere  to  its 
former  decision. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  should  bke 
to  point  out  to  new  Members  what  the 
Motion  for  Adjournment  really  means. 
If  the  Motion  for  Adjournment  is  agreed 
to,  all  hope  of  passing  the  Bill  must  be 
abandoned,  for  it  will  inevitably  be 
blocked  or  talked  out  on  future  dayv, 
and  would  have  no  chance  whatever  of 
being  passed.  The  proposal  to  adjourn 
the  debate  is  exceedingly  disingenuous ; 
but  the  effect  of  it,  if  passed,  would  be 
to  prevent  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  having  any  legislative  effect. 
The  supporters  of  this  Bill  are  entitled, 
when  they  get  a  chance,  to  bring  it 
forward;  and  they  should  have  the 
courtesy  of  the  House  extended  to  them 
now  that  they  have  secured  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUABT :  The  history 
of  this  Bill  shows  that,  for  many  years 
past,  it  has  always  been  lost  because  of 
having  been  talked  out  on  a  Wednesday, 
or  because  of  having  been  blocked  after 
half-past  12  o'clock  at  night.  On  that 
ground,  and  because  the  measure  has 
been  fuUy  discussed  over  and  over  again 
in  past  years,  I  beseech  the  House  not 
to  lose  this  opportunity  of  passing  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  to  allow 
the  subject  a  fair  chance  of  being  con- 
sidered by  the  new  Parliament. 

Mb.  FuLESTON:  Reference  has 
been  frequently  made  to-night  to  the 
position  of  the  Bill,  and  its  chance  of 
coming  on  a^ain  if  this  opportunity  is 
lost.  I  maybe  allowed  to  suggest  what 
will  be  easily  understood  by  everybody 
— that  if  we  take  a  vote  on  the  question 
of  the  adjournment,  it  will  be  a  dtrset 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  not  only  a  direct  vote  against 
the  second  reading,  but  against  the 
principle  of  the  measure.  I  would  point 
out  that  this  is  not  the  first,  or  the 
second,  or  even  the  third  time  that  this 
and  similar  Motions  have  defeated  the 
Bill ;  and  I  shall  be  curious  to  know, 
alter  we  have  taken  the  division,  how 
many  hon.  Gentlemen  pledged  up  to  the 
eyes  to  support  the  measure  have  gone 
into  the  lx>bl^  on  a  Motion  of  this 
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ksad  to  dtfaat  iU  m  Umj  did  last  jev 
wk«a  the  B«fom  BiU  waa  before  the 
Hooie. 

Mm.  ILUXOWORTH  :  I  with  to 
mako  an  appeal  to  mj  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Leader  of  the  Ilouae  (Sir  William 
Ilarconrt)  for  one  moment.  It  will  be 
in  hta  rpeoUectton  that  many  Membera 
on  this  aide  of  the  Ilonae,  during  last 
SearioDY  and  at  a  oritioal  moment  in  the 
progreaaof  the  Reform  Bill,  deliberately 
aupported  the  Government  when  they 
appealed  to  na  not  to  giTO  onr  rotea  in 
faTonr  of  this  meaaure.  Well,  to*night 
I  hare  been  reproached  by  the  hon. 
0<-ntleman  the  Member  for  Deronport 
.'Mr.  Pulaeton)  for  the  couiae  I  took  on 
that  ooeation.  I  would  remind  him  that 
I  ^  np  on  that  oocaaion,  and  appealed 
to  the  Iloaae  not  to  jeopardize  the  mea- 
aure  before  it,  but  to  poetpone  the  rote 
on  the  principle  of  the  propoeed  change 
ti>  a  time  when  the  matter  oould  be  de- 
rided on  ita  meriti.  I  con«ider  that  that 
time  haa  now  oomo.  I  should  be  quite 
content  if  25  out  of  everr  100  Members 
liar«  made  up  their  minas  on  the  BiU. 
When  the  Ueform  Bill  was  before  us, 
and  that  rorious  more  waa  made  by  the 
Ilooae  in  the  andden  conversion  of  hon. 
nad  fight  hon.  (Gentlemen  who  were 
anppoeed  to  be  supporters  of  this  mea- 
sure, I  had  an  idea  that  the  feeling  then 
was  that  it  would  ombarrasa  the  Oovem* 
meat  to  extend  the  franchise  to  women, 
and  might  lead  to  the  defeat  of  the 
Franchise  Bill.  I  would  remind  my 
boo.  Friend  that  it  will  bo  found  that 
aU  thoae  who  hooeatly  expreaa  them- 
aoleaa  la  lavonr 

Ma.  8PEAKER :  The  Question  before 
the  Honae  is  that  of  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate;  and  I  would  rembd  the 
hon.  Member  that  he  muat  confine  him- 
adf  to  that. 

QneaHon  pot. 

The  House  ^iriM  :^Ayea  lOa ;  Noes 
159  :  Minority  57.-(I>iT.  list.  No.  6.) 

an  HENRT  JAMES :  I  would  crave 
the  iadnlgence  of  the  lIou»e  just  to  say 
one  word.  I  am  not  diti>os4HC  if  I  tnay 
say  so,  to  pteas  this  matter  further.  We 
hare  made  our  protest  in  asking  for  the 
ad jonmment  of  the  debate ;  but  as  the 
adjoomment  haa  not  been  agreed  to, 
aaa  aa  there  ia  so  largo  a  majority 
againat  it,  it  wonld,  it  seems  to  me,  be 
diasonrteova  la  eontinne  further  oppo* 
sitaoa.  I  wonld  appeal  to  the  opponents 
of  the  BiU  not  to  take  a  diriaion  againat 


the  aeoond  reading.  If  we  do  the  reault 
may  be  misunderstood  in  the  oountry. 
For  my  own  part,  I  shall  take  no  ahare 
in  any  division,  as  I  think  it  doeirable 
to  make  our  stand  on  another  stage  of 
the  measure. 

Ms.  niEMER  :  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  and  loamed  Oentleman  (Sir 
Honrr  James)  appeals  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  him  to  postpone  the  consi* 
deration  of  the  measure.  I  wish  to 
obsorre  that  there  are  many  Membera 
of  the  House  who  would  hare  been  glad 
to  hare  apoken  on  the  subject  if  an  op* 
portunity  nad  been  afforded  them— hon. 
Gentlemen  who  fe<'l  very  stronglr  on 
the  subject  before  us.  For  myself,  I 
should  bo  aorry  to  separate  myself  from 
mr  political  Friends ;  but,  in  common 
with  many  others,  I  feel  rery  strongly 
on  the  matter,  and  should  hare  liked  to 
hare  spoken.  We  hare,  however,  oome 
unprepared  to  do  so,  not  anticipating 
that  the  anbject  would  oome  on  to-night ; 
and,  under  the  eiroumstancea,  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  aak  the  indulgence  oi 
hon.  Members. 

Original  Question  put,  and  sy rW  Is. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  ppmmtiUi 
for  TWj^y  3nd  Marob. 

Ri9dMi^  That  this  Houae  do  now  ad- 
journ.—(J/'r.  J^hn  mUL) 

Honss  sdjoomsd  st  half 
aftor  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF    L0BD8» 
JFVfV£sy,  19M   F^hnuny,  1SS6. 


Sereral  Lorda--Took  the  Oath. 

IflKrTES.)— 8iaiio!«AL  OomnTrBm^Stsad. 
ing  OrdfVi  Comsutta«,  •pp^imUd  sad  mmu*. 
mmt0d  ;  i'-ommittM  of  Helcctioo,  mpptimi^i  sad 

Pt  nLic    BiLUi  —Firtl    Mmdiitf^ljaamj  Aels 
•U-i);  Lui»cy»  (13). 


THB  UNIVKRfllTY  OP  MALTA. 

QCaSTIOH. 

Yinoonrr  RIDMOUTH  asked  the  Se- 
cretary  of  State  fur  the  Colonies,  Whe* 
th<*r  he  would  lay  cm  the  Table  a  Report 
of  an  inquiry  into  certain  irregulantiea 
alleged  to  hare  taken  place  in  conneetioii 
with  the  matriculation  examination  ia 
the  Unireraity  of  MalU  f 
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The  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Earl 
GaAmriLLB),  in  reply,  said,  that  no  Be* 
port  upon  the  subject  had  been  reoeiTed 
at  the  Colonial  Office.  Hia  PredeceBsor 
in  Office,  in  ooneequence  of  a  Notice 
which  was  giren  by  the  noble  Viscount, 
wrote  to  the  Oovernor  of  Malta  to  send 
a  Beport  to  the  Colonial  Office ;  but  it 
bad  not  yet  arrived.  When  it  came  he 
would  look  it  through,  and  inform  the 
noble  Viscount  whether  there  would  be 
any  objection  to  its  production. 

REPRESENTATIVE  PEER  FOR  SCOT- 
LAND. 

The  LOBD  OHANOELLOB  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Parliaments  had  received  (by  post) 
from  the  Lord  Clerk  Begister  of  Scot- 
land, 

Minatea  of  the  election  of  the  Earl 
of  Dundonald  as  one  of  the  sixteen 
Peers  of  Scotland,  4th  February  1886, 
in  room  of  Cunninghame  Lord  Borth- 
wick,  deceased;  and 

Separate  Betum  by  the  Lord  Clerk 
Begister  of  certain  Titles  of  Peerage 
called  at  the  said  election,  in  right  of 
which  respectively  no  rote  bad  been 
received  and  counted  at  any  election  for 
fifty  years  then  last  past  (pursuant  to 
Act  14th  and  15th  Vict.,  chap.  87.) 

STANDIKa  OBDEBS  OOlOirrTBX. 

The  Lords  following,  with  the  Chairman  of 
Oommitteet,  were  named  of  the  Ck>mmittee: — 


H.  Winoheater. 
M.  Bath. 
Ld.  Steward. 
£.  DeTon. 
E.  Camarron. 
£.  Cadogan. 
E.  HUltown. 
E.  Belmore. 
£.  Chichester. 
E.  Powia. 
E.Vemlam. 
E.  Morley. 
i!*.  Amhefsi. 
£.  Camperdown. 
E.  Dncie. 
£.  Lathom. 
Y.  Hawarden. 
Y.  llatchinson. 
V.  Hardinge. 
Y.  ETeraley. 


L.  de  Roe. 

L.  Clinton. 

L.  Sare  and  Sele. 

L.  Balfoor  of  Barley. 

L.  Boyle. 

L.  Moneon. 

L.  Digbr. 

L.  Thorlow. 

L.  Hopetoan. 

L.  Fozford. 

L.  Coloheater. 

L.  Stlcheeter. 

L.  De  Tabley. 

L.  Bttdeley. 

L.  Belper. 

L.  Uartiamers. 

L.  Penryhn. 

L.  WolTertoa. 

L.  BandbtinL 

L.  ColnUe  of  Colroas. 


PBIYATB  BILLS. 

All  PetiUona  relating  to  Standing  Orders 
which  shall  be  preeeotcd  during  the  preaent 
Beaiioa  lef erred  to  the  8taading  Orden  Com* 
vuitUe  nnlMS  othanriso  ordend« 


OOlOCnTBE  OF  BBLEOnOK. 
The  Lords  following ;  tis., 

E.  Morley.  L.  Bovle. 

E.  Lathom.  L.  ComUe  of  Cnbosa. 

with  the  Chairman  of  Committees  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  select  and  propoee  to 
the  House  the  namea  of  the  five  Lords  to  form 
a  Select  Committee  for  the  consideimtion  of 
each  opposed  Prirate  Bill. 

LTTNAOT  ACTS  AMEHDlCKirT  BILL    j^H.L.] 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Acta  relating  to  Itiaataea 
—  Was  prnent0d  by  The  Lord  ChanceUor ; 
read  I*.    (No.  12.) 

LUKAOT  BILL  [b.L.] 

A  Bill  to  consolidate  the  enactments  respect* 
ing  lonatics  —  Was  pr$t4nt4d  by  The  Lord 
Chancellor;  read  1*.  (No.  18.) 

HoQso  ac^oumed  at  half  past  Four  o'clock^ 
to  Monday  next,  a  anartar  befor* 

EleTen  o'clock. 


^^^N^^S^lA^ 


HOUSE    OF    OOMMONS, 

Friday,  19M  February,  1886. 

MINUTES.]— New  Mbmbkr  SwoRsr—Stephen 

O'Mara,  esquiro^/or  Queen's  County  (Oasory 

Division). 
Sblbct  Committbbs^ Printing,  mj^painttd  and 

nominmtHi;  Mr.  OctaWas  Vaughan  Morgan, 

appoinUtf, 
SupPLT— eofMtd!fr#if  in  Committ$$ — Cxtil  Ssm* 

TICBS  (SuPPLBMBNTAnT    ESTIIIATBS,    1885-8)  ; 

Class!.  —  Public  Works  avd  BviLnirioa, 
Votes  7,  10,  15;  Class  II.— Salariss  Ajn> 
ExpBKSBS  OP  CiTXL  Dbparticrxts,  Yotcs  2, 
6,  6,  9,  10,  11,  16,  34,  41 ;  Class  III.— Law 
AXD  JrsTicB,  Votes  6,  17,  27,  29. 

Public  Bills  —  Ordtrtd  —  Firtt  JUmdimg  — 
Coal  Minea*  [92];  QleU  Lands*  [931; 
Copyhold  and  Customary  Tenure*  [94] ; 
Common  Juries  Remuneration*  [95];  Qroond 
Game  Act  (1880)  Amendment*  [96];  Rail- 
way Regulation*  [97];  Education  (Scot- 
land) (School  Fees)*  [98];  Commons  and 
Indoaure  Acts  Amendment*  r99];  Parlia- 
mentary Voters  Registration  *  [100]. 

Fir»t  JSMifiM^—Und  Registry  •  [911. 

84eimd  i^M^iV  —  Theatres,  Ac  (KeliopQlis) 
[69],  d$hmt4  tuHfimrmd, 


QUESTIONS. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  —  OORPO- 
RAL  PUNISHMENT  IN  SCHOOLS- 
HILLE8DEN  NAHONAL  SCHOOL. 


Oaftaiv  YEEtNET  aaked  the 
PMflident  of  the  Council,  Whether  hie 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  oaee  of 
eerere  oori>oral  punishment  inflicted  by 
Ellen  Seholding,  echoolmittreee  of  the 
National   Bdioo!, 
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lumaUr»»  on  Monday  16th  Jumarjr 
1666,  upon  Hnrrieit  Stuohbary,  a  mom* 
trM»,  ag«d  fourteen  yeere,  for  the  offence 
of  Unghinff  in  ohuruh  the  prerioue  daj ; 
nad«  whether  euoh  n  punishment  for 
•och  an  offence,  inflicted  by  the  school- 
mietreet  in  echool  hour*,  and  justified 
by  the  school  managers,  meets  with 
the  approral  of  the  Lduoation  Dopart- 
menty 

Tui  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Lyox  Playfaib).  in 
r»ply,  said,  this  was  one  of  the  otses, 
furtunat«ly  very  rare,  in  which  a  teacher 
punished  a  child  in  the  school  for  an 
offence  oommitted  in  the  church.  The 
punishment  was  unduly  se?ore,  and  the 
t«»scher  was  brought  before  the  magis- 
trates, who  dismissed  tho  ca«o,  but 
warned  the  mistress  to  bo  more  careful 
in  future.  It  had  boen  the  practice  of 
the  Department  to  abide  by  a  magiste- 
rial decision.  At  the  same  time  the  mis- 
tn*ss  had  beon  rcprimandtHi,  with  a 
warning  that  a  re|>etition  of  the  offence 
would  re<|Qire  more  serious  action  than 
a  reprimand. 

EGYPT— WAR   IN  THE  80UDAN-THB 
iffARRISON  AT  KASSALA. 

If  a.  O'KELLY  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  Whether 
II  or  Majesty's  late  Government  took  stops 
to  rriiere  the  Egyptian  Garrison  of  Kas- 
sala;  and.  If  so,  what  success  attended 
those  €»fforts,  and  what  is  the  present 
condition  of  the  town  and  garrison  f 

The  under  SECKETART  of 
hTATE  (Mr.  Bhtcr):  The  relief  of 
Kassala  was  the  subject  of  careful  con- 
tideratiun  by  Her  Majesty^s  late  Go- 
vernment, as  appears  by  tho  Parliamen- 
tary Papers  laid  oef ore  the  Uonse.  The 
Tarious  propoeals  made,  the  steps  taken, 
and  the  results  could  hardly  be  explained 
within  the  usual  limits  of  an  answer  to  a 
Parliamentary  Qu«^tion;  but  tho  hon. 
Memlier  will  find  full  information  upon 
the  subject  in  the  Parliamentary  Paper, 
i:g;Tpt  No.  20,  INH*),  rec^ently  distributed, 
and  ta  a  further  Paper  only  di^tributtnl 
this  morning.  Hinrpt,  No.  3,  I8H6. 

Ma.  l/KKIXY:  Have  the  Govem- 
ment  any  information  in  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  Kassala  garri- 

Ma.  BBTCE :  The  hon.  Member  wiU 
ind  the  lataet  information  we  poetess  in 
the  Paper  iwQed  this  morning. 

VOL.  OOCIL     [mmD  einua.] 


EXPLOSIONfl  IN   MINES-RBPOBT  OF 
TUK  ROYAL  COMMISSION. 

CoLOHBL  BLUNDKLL  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart* 
ment,  Why  no  Report  has  as  yet  oeen 
presented  by  the  Koyal  Commissionf 
appointed  in  1879 — 

*'  For  the  narpoM  of  inqatring  sad  reporttag 
whether,  with  reepect  to  the  influenoe  of  floctua- 
tioos  of  stmoepherie  preerare  upon  the  tMae  of 
firedsmp  from  cosl,  to  the  sdoptioa  of  trust- 
worthy indicatione  of  the  prr«enc«  of  llredAinp, 
and  genenUly  to  mode*  of  •y»t<>mAtic  obtrrrattoa 
of  the  air  in  minee ;  to  improved  methods  of 
TontiUtioo  sad  iUamiaation ;  to  employment  of 
explotive  agents  in  the  (getting  of  minerals: 
and  to  other  particulars  relating  to  mines  and 
mining  operations,  the  rasonroes  of  sdenoe  far- 
niah  any  practicable  expedients  that  are  not 
now  in  uae,  and  are  calcnlated  to  pre  rent  the 
occumnco  of  accidents  or  limit  their  dissstroos 
coneeqoencof ; " 

and.  how  soon  the  Commiseioners  may 
be  depended  upon  to  present  their  Be- 
port? 

The  SECRETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Cbildkrb),  in  reply,  said,  he  had  made 
careful  inquiry  as  to  the  delay  in  the 
production  of  this  Report.  He  was 
assured  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Oommie- 
sion  that  the  delay  had  been  ineyitable, 
as  the  experimeots  on  safer  methods  of 
blasting  had  been  too  important  to  be 
hurried  oror.  The  Commission  was  now 
sitting  three  days  a-week.  and  hoped  to 
have  their  Report  ready  by  the  end  of 
the  month. 

THB    LUNACY    COMMISSIONEB8  (IRE- 
LAND)-TUB  RErOBT. 

Ha.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  the  Chief 
Serretarr  for  Ireland,  Whether  he  ia 
aware  that  the  Report  of  the  Lunacy 
(.Commissioners,  Ireland,  for  the  year 
IH84,  which  should  have  been  issued 
last  year,  has  not  Tet  been  delivered ; 
and,  whiUher  he  will  take  steps  to  cause 
the  Annual  Report  to  be  got  out  in  a 
reasonable  time  after  the  expiration  of 
each  jear? 

TiiK  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr, 
Joiisf  HoaLXY),  in  reply,  said,  the  Re* 
port  was  in  course  of  preparation,  and 
no  time  would  be  lost  in  preeentiag  it  to 
Parliament. 

CIVIL  BEBVICE  WRTTERB. 

Ma.  DIXONIIARTLAND  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
an  early  reply  may  be  expected  from 
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METBOPOLIS-LONDON   MUNICIPAL 

REFORM. 

Mb.  JAMES  8TUABT  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, What  are  the  intentions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Oovernment  with  respect  to 
the  Beform  of  the  Municipal  Oovern- 
ment of  London  ? 

Thb  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childebs)  :  My  hon.  Friend  will  under- 
stand that  it  is  impossible  for  me  at 
the  present  moment,  within  a  few  days 
after  taking  Office,  to  give  any  definite 
pledge  of  the  intentions  of  the  Oovern- 
ment on  so  important  a  question. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA -THE  PANAMA 

CANAL. 

Mb.  MAONIAO  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  any  person  has  been  autho- 
rised, as  has  been  stated,  to  represent 
this  Country  upon  the  inquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  works  in  connection 
With  the  Panama  Canal  which  is  now 
being  held  upon  the  spot  under  ike 
direction  of  M.  de  Lesseps ;  and,  if  so, 
who  that  person  is,  and  what  are  his 
instructions  ? 

Thb  under  SECBETART  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bbtce):  The  sUtement 
referred  to  is  incorrect.  No  person  has 
been  authorized  by  Her  Majesty's  Ox>* 
▼emment  to  represent  this  country  upon 
the  inquiry  in  question. 

THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Mb.  MAONIAO  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  legal  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  widening  the  Suez  Canal, 
whion  the  late  Ooremment  informed 
the  House  was  being  taken,  has  yet 
been  obtained;  if  so,  when  it  and  the 
case  submitted,  and  any  other  papers 
bearing  upon  the  question,  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  ? 

Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bbtce)  :  The  opinion  has 
not  yet  been  obtained  owing  to  the 
change  of  OoTcmment.  The  Reports  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  are  con- 
fidential Papers,  and  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  usage  and  precedent  to  lay 
them  before  Parliament.  As  soon  as 
the  communications  between  Her  Ma- 

tity's  OoTemment  and  that  of  Egypt 
Te  come  to  a  definite  iseuePapeiB  wOl  | 


be  laid  on  the  Table  which  will  aAnd 
full  information  upon  the  subject. 

SCOTLAND  — FARM  SERVANTS— A 
ROTAL  COMMISSION. 

Db.  CLARE  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  If  the  Gk>Temment,  in  view  of 
future  legislation  regarding  the  agricul- 
tural labourers,  will  appoint  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
of  the  farm  servants  of  Scotland  as  to 
their  system  of  serrice  and  hours  of 
labour,  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
Bothy  system  is  still  carried  on,  and 
the  physical  and  moral  results  of  that 
system  ? 

The  secretary  fob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tbbybltan)  :  The  Oo?emment 
haTC  not  had  any  complaint  of  late  years 
with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  farm 
servants  in  Scotland  which  would  ap- 
pear to  call  for  the  appointment  of 
another  Royal  Commission  —  always 
rather  a  serious  matter  when  there  are 
so  many  subjects  into  which  inquiry  is 
demanded.  The  condition  of  the  Scotch 
agricultural  labourer  was  very  fully  in- 
quired into  by  the  Commission  on  Uie 
Employment  of  Young  Persons  and 
Women  in  Agriculture.  In  point  of 
fact,  it  was  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  on 
all  subjects  relating  to  the  agricultural 
population;  and  the  Commission  devoted 
to  Scotland  the  whole  of  their  Fourth 
Report,  of  the  year  1870,  some  500 
pages  long.  I  cannot  think  the  state  of 
affairs  has  changed  sufficiently  to  de- 
mand fresh  inquiry;  and  I  would  be 
very  glad  if  hon.  Oentlemen  examine 
this  Report  very  carefully  before  they 
make  up  their  minds  that  furdier  in- 
quiry is  necessary. 

INDIA  (BENGALHLEG^L  APPOINT. 

MENTS. 
Mb.  hunter  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India,  Whether  Uie 
Chief  Justice  of  Bengal  is  about  to  take 
leave;  whether,  on  a  former  occasion 
when  the  Chief  Justice  took  leave,  the 
senior  puisne  Judge,  Mr.  Mttler,  was 
appointed  to  act  as  Chief  Justice  during 
his  absence ;  and,  whether,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  the  same  course  woula  be 
followed,  or  a  Judge  junior  to  Mr. 
Mitter  appointed  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
state  (Sir  Ughtbed  Kat-Shuttls- 
wobth):  Sir  Richard  Qarth  has  fenad 
leave  of  absence  to  be  absolutely  neoes- 
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Mirj »  bteaate  of  the  sUto  of  bis  health* 
He  h««,  al  the  same  iimo,  expro—od  a 
wifth  to  retire;  aod  I  have  reaeon  to  know 
that  bjT  the  end  of  March  his  retirement 
will  take  plaee.  In  that  caae  it  is  not 
likely  that  a  temporary  appointment  will 
be  aeceeMtfj.  I  believe  that  what  is 
elated  in  the  eeeond  paragraoh  of  the 
Queelion  is  quite  oorrect.  There  has 
been  a  rumour  that  Mr.  Jnstioe  Can- 
nincham  would  bo  appointed  to  aot  in 
KrBiohard  Oarth'e  af>eenee;  but  that 
raaoor  baa  no  foundation.  Nor  it  ie 
true  that  there  baa  been  an  intention  to 
paM  over  Mr.  Mitter. 

DEPRESSION  OP  TRADE  AND  INDUS- 

TRY— THE  UNEMPIX)YED-HAR. 

BOraS  OF  RKFrOE. 

tfia  EDWABD  BIKKBECK  naked 
the  Firrt  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
be  will  gife  his  •erious  consideration  to 
the  adriaability  of  emplojring  workmen, 
who  at  the  preeent  time  are  without  em- 
ployment on  aooount  of  the  oii sting  dv- 
preesion»  in  order  to  carry  out  at  once 
the  neceesary  works  for  the  formation  of 
harbours  of  refuge  on  the  East  and 
North  East  Coa^U  of  Knglsnd  f 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gu\d- 
SToxa) :  It  would  more  properly  apper- 
tain  to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  rrett- 
dent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
answer  a  Question  relating  to  the  em- 
ployment of  workmen  who,  unfortu- 
nately, are  out  of  employment ;  but  I  am 
▼ery  glad  to  meet  tho  Qu«*iition  after 
baTiair  communicat«d  with  mr  right 
boo.  Friend.  Aud«  Str»  what  I  have  to 
aay  is  that  there  are  many  reasons  which 
would  prevent  me  from  holding  out  tho 
expeetation  desirvd  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man— namely,  that  we  would  carry  out 
the  necessary  works  for  the  formation  of 
harboursof  refugeon  the  East  and  North- 
Eaal  Coasts  of  England.  One  among 
thoee  reasons  is  that  therv  hat  been,  and 
there  is,  aidM  by  the  public  in  a  bene- 
ficial manner,  a  large  amount  of  private 
•nterpriie  in  connection  with  works  of 
that  aind ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  an  an- 
Bonncement  such  as  the  Quei^tion  a*ks 
would  paralyse  that  nrivate  enterprise, 
and  very  poesibly  load  to  the  di^mirsal 
of  a  number  of  persons  now  employed. 

CHCECH  or  ENOLAKD— SALE  OF 
ADV0W8ON8. 

If  a.  BABTI.EY  asked  the  Pint  Lord 
«f  the  Treaaury,  Whether  his  attention 
baa  been  sailed  to  the  sala  by  private 


auction  of  the  advowson  of  8t.  Cathe- 
rine's Church,  Abercromby  Square, 
Liverpool,  on  the  1 1th  of  February  last, 
when  it  was  reported  that  the  bidding 
began  at  £  1 00,  and  increased  by  small 
amounts  till  it  reached  £700,  the  reserved 
price ;  that  there  was  a  largo  attend- 
ance, and  the  bidding  went  on  amid 
considerable  excitement  till  the  sum  of 
£1,055  was  reached,  when  the  advow- 
son  was  told  ;  and,  whether  the  Govern* 
ment  will  bring  in  a  Bill  this  Session  to 
stop  such  sales  in  the  Established 
Church  ? 

The  FIBST  LOBD  (Mr.  W.  E.  Olab- 
8T0!n) :  I  am  oognixant  of  the  evil  prao* 
tices  connected  with  sales  of  the  rights 
of  Church  property ;  and  I  am  very  de- 
sirous that  Parlisment  should  entertain 
favourably  any  reasonable  measure  for 
the  purpose  of  checking  or  putting  sn 
end  to  these  abuses.  I  nave  always  en« 
deavourcd  to  promote  and  obtain  facili- 
ties, as  far  as  I  could,  for  discussing  mea- 
sures of  that  kind  in  this  House ;  but  I 
own  that  measures  of  that  kind  might 
very  well  be  left  in  the  hands  of  private 
Members.  I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  present  state  of  its  actual 
and  possible  engsgements,  could  under- 
take to  bring  in  any  such  Bill. 

DEPRESSION  OF  TRADE  AND  INDUS- 

TRY— THE  COMMISSION  OF 

IXQriRY. 

Mn.  ASHMEAD  B.\BTLETT  asked 
the  First  Ix>rd  of  the  Treasury,  Who* 
ther  be  will  state  to  the  Rouse  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Oovemment  with  regard 
to  the  CommiMion  of  Inquii^  into  the 
Depression  of  Trade  ;  and,  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Oovemment  will  provide  the 
funds  necesssry  for  the  eontinuance  of 
the  work  of  the  Commission  f 

Tub  PRl-lSIDENT  or  xna  BOABD 
or  TRADE  (Mr.  Mr5DEiX4) :  I  am  de- 
sired  by  the  Prime  Minister  to  answer 
the  hon.  Member's  Question.  I  may 
say  that  there  is  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Oovemment  to  depsrt  from  the 
usual  practice,  and  to  interrupt  or  inter- 
ft<re  with  the  work  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission. On  the  contrary,  I  can  say,  on 
l>ehalf  of  my  own  Department  and  of 
the  Oovemment,  that  ther  am  willing  to 
give  to  the  Commission  all  the  informa- 
tion and  asi»istaoce  in  their  power. 

Ma.  ASHMEADBARTLETT:  The 
j  right  hon.  Oentleman  has  not  answered 
I  the  latter  part  of  my  Qnestioo. 
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Mb.  MUNDELLA  :  I  think  I  have. 
I  said  we  were  williog  to  give  ^*  all  the 
assistance  in  our  power.'' 

DEPRESSION  OF  TRADE   AND  INDUS- 
TRY—THE  INaTTlRY. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  asked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Whether  he  intended  to  lay 
before  the  House  the  information  which 
he  would  obtain  in  answer  to  the  in- 

Suirj  he  was  now  conducting  as  to  the 
egree  and  the  extent  of  the  prevailing 

The  president  (Mr.  Joseph 
Ohamberulik)  :  Yes,  Sir.  The  inquiries 
I  am  conducting  are  very  extensive.  I 
have  addressed  Circulars  to  various 
local  bodies  and  private  individuals; 
and  I  have  already  received,  and  still 
receive,  a  great  deal  of  information  on 
the  subject.  As  soon  as  this  approaches 
completion  I  propose  to  lay  Papers  on 
the  Table. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE— THE  RECORDER- 
SHIP  OF  UVERPOOL. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De* 
partment,  Whether  a  gentleman  had 
been  appointed  to  the  Recordership  of 
Liverpool;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  had 
received  any  communication  from  the 
Corporation  of  Liverpool  with  regard  to 
the  salary  attaching  to  the  office ;  and 
whether  any  reply  had  been  sent  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childxbs)  said,  he  should  reply  to  this 
Question  on  Mondav,  the  Notice  of  it 
having  only  reached  him  a  short  time 
ago. 

In  reply  to  Sir  R.  Asshetoit  Oaoss^ 

Mr.  CHILDERS  said,  that  the  ap- 
pointment rested  with  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, and  not  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS      OF     THE 

HOUSE-THE   CHAIRMAN  OF 

COMMITTEES. 

SiB  MICHAEL  HICKSBEACH :  1 
wish  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury a  Question  bearing  on  the  Busi- 
ness of  this  evening.  Supply  stands  as 
the  first  Order  of  Uie  day.  The  House 
is  aware  that  no  hon.  Gentleman  has 
yet  been  appointed  to  fill  the  Office  of 
Chairman  of  Committees.    I  think  there 


is  a  general  feeling  in  the  House  that 
such  an  appointment  should  not  be 
made  without  previous  Notice,  and  with- 
out more  formality  than  the  ordinary 
Motion  that  a  certain  Member  should 
take  the  Chair.  Therefore,  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  could 
now  state  to  the  House  whom  he  intends 
to  move  into  the  Chair  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
btoite)  :  My  intention  was  to  conform  to 
the  usual  practice;  and  the  usual  practice, 
undoubtedly,  is  to  name,  at  the  time  whea 
Supply  is  called  upon,  a  certain  Member 
for  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Committee. 
But  whether  that  practice  ought  to  be 
altered  may  be  open  to  consideration, 
and  I  do  not  give  any  opinion  adverse 
to  such  a  view.  I  wish  to  reserve  it  for 
impartial  oonsideration.  Undoubtedly, 
if  I  had  known  that  there  was  an 
anxiety  on  the  subject,  I  should  not 
have  had  the  least  difficulty  in  stating 
yesterday  what  we  propose  to  do.  i 
now  willingly  state  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  anticipation  of  the  possi- 
bility of  reaching  Supply  to-night,  that 
my  intention  is  to  propose  that  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Bodmin 
Division  of  Cornwall  (Mr.  Courtney), 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  under  a 
former  Administration,  should  be  Chair- 
man of  Committees. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COWEN  asked,  whe- 
ther,  when  the  new  Rules  were  under 
consideration,  it  was  not  the  under- 
standing of  the  House  that  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  should  not  be  ap- 
pointed without  due  Notice  being  given, 
and  an  opportunity  afforded  for  fall 
discussion  r 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  think 
I  can  state  what  took  place.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  understanding  to  the  effect 
just  stated  with  regard  to  the  Chairmaa 
of  Committees.  The  choice  of  Chair- 
man is  a  very  responsible  duty  resting 
on  the  Government,  who  uniformly  pro- 
pose him;  and  I  do  not  recollect  any 
announcement  of  an  intention  to  change 
the  existing  practice.  What  did  exist, 
and  may  have  led  to  the  misapprehen- 
sion, was  a  feeling  that  there  ought  to 
be  some  measure  adopted  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  what  were  called,  per- 
hapa  rather  irreverently, '^casual"  Chair- 
men on  occasions  from  time  to  time.  In 
that  opinion  I  entirely  shared.  We  eon* 
sidersd  a  plan  for  amending  what  we 
thought  required  amendment.    I  gave 
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Notice  of  this  nlan  after  it  had  been 
moch  oonstdarea,  in  the  hope  that  it 
would  reoeiTe  aniTenal  eonsent ;  but  a 
right  hon.  Oentleman,  I  thiolc,  if  I 
remember  right,  of  Tery  considerable 
authority  on  such  matters,  immediately 
blocked  my  Notice,  and  ga?e  intimation 
that  it  would  hare  to  be  subject  to  full 
di«cussion,  and  it  mar  not  be  in  my 
power  to  find  time  in  the  House  for  the 
purpose.  

8im  BOBERT  FOWLER  inquired 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
rsrire  his  Motion  ? 

Ma.  W.  £.  GLADSTONE :  I  should 
be  disposed  to  reviTe  that  Notice,  pro- 
Tided  I  see  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
being  able  to  pass  it  without  a  serious 
demand  on  the  time  of  the  House.  I 
do  not  think  I  oould  undertake  to  find 
any  considerable  portion  of  time  for  its 
diseossiott. 

U>ED  RANDOLPH  CnURCHILL'S  VISIT 
TC>  BELFAST. 

Ma.  SEXTON:  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether,  with  a  riew  to 
erentualtties,  he  intends  to  detail  any 
oActal  shorthand  writers  to  accompanr 
th^  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South 
Paddington  on  the  occasion  of  his  risit 
to  B^^lfast  r 

The  CHIEF  SEOBETAHY  'Mr. 
Joux  MoaLET):  I  hare  not  hitherto 
thought  of  this  course ;  but  it  shall  have 
my  best  consideration. 

ORDEJt  OF  TBE  DAY. 


SCPPLY.-COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made*  aad'Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  lea?e  the 
Chair." 

BVICTIOXS  aH£lJlNI),-(  ASE  OF  THE 
WIDOW,  AXNE  SHAW,  CO.  MOKA* 
OHAK^RESOLCTfoy. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HKALT,  in  rising  to  csU 
attenti«/n  to  the  efiction  of  the  widow, 
Anne  Shaw,  from  her  freehold  in  county 
Monaghan.  by  Mr.  Jeese  Lloyd,  J.P., 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  that  county,  and 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Ap* 
peal  thersoa  in  December  last ;  and  to 


<•  ThM  the  fmlnficntion  of  the  recordflofths 
MoiiAghAn  Coanty  Court  bjr  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peeoe,  obetrred  on  hy  the  Coaii  of  Appesl, 
oslU  for  the  inmedlstermoTsl  of  the  oficuls 
impliosted,** 

said,  he  thought  some  apology  was  due 
to  the  right  hon.  Oontleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Moriey) 
for  the  way  in  which  the  Motion  had 
necessarily  been  brought  on  while  the 
right  hon.  Oeotleman  was  new  to  his 
OtBce,  and  therefore  could  not  be  sup* 
posed  to  be  directly  acouainted  with  the 
facts  of  the  esse.  Dublin  Castle,  at  any 
rate,  had  sufRcient  notice  of  the  matter; 
and  he  thought  it  was  most  unfortunate 
that  nothiog  would  be  done  by  that  in* 
stitution  for  the  chastisement  of  officials 
in  Ireland,  except  direct  attention  was 
called  thereto  by  a  Motion  in  that  House. 
Mr.  Jesse  Lloyd  was  a  J.P.,  and  was 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  Mona- 
ghan  and  Chairman  of  the  Monaghan 
Board  of  Guardians.  He  was  also  a 
local  landlord,  and  the  person  who  did 
his  erictions  for  him  was  his  deputy  as 
Clerk  of  thePeace^Mr.  J.  W.  Johnson. 
Some  two  years  sgo  a  plot  of  ground, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Presbyterian 
Widows'  Fund,  and  hold  as  a  freehold 
by  a  Presbrterian  widow  named  Anne 
Shaw,  was,  by  some  misohanoe,  included 
by  the  Landed  Estates  Court  in  a  con* 
reyance  of  certain  lands  to  Colonel  Lloyd. 
Colonel  Lloyd  thereupon  got  a  decree  for 
posKsession  against  this  poor  woman;  and 
on  her  appealing  to  the  Judge  of 
Assises  the  Judge  affirmed  the  decree 
for  possession,  but  made  an  order  stay- 
ing the  execution  of  the  decree  until  she 
got  a  lease  of  the  premises  for  her  life 
at  a  nominal  rent.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  months,  however,  Colonel  Lloyd, 
with  his  deputy  Johnson,  turned  the 
poor  woman  out  of  her  holding,  and 
levelled  the  house  to  the  ground  without 


giving  her  a  farthing  compensation. 
Mrs.  Shaw  then,  bv  the  aid  of  a  public 
subscription — for  she  was  a  helpless  poor 


woman  of  80  years  of  age  ^  brought 
an  action  sgainst  Colonel  Lloyd  for  the 
specific  performance  of  the  order  for  a 
lesse  msde  by  the  Judge  of  Assizes. 
Whon  thi<i  matter  csme  Wfore  the  Court 
it  was  found  thst  either  Colonel  Lloyd 
or  his  deputy  had  falsified  the  record  of 
j  the  judgment  given  by  the  Judge  of 
Assise  in  their  own  Court  in  a  manner 
nnfavourable  to  Mrs.  Shaw ;  and  this  con- 
duet   on  their  part  was  sharply  eom- 
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mented  upon  bj  Lord  Justice  Fitzgibbon 
and  Lord  Justice  Barry.  After  the 
judgment  given  bj  those  two  learned 
Judges  he  (Mr.  Healy)  thought  Colonel 
Lloyd  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
one  moment  longer  in  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  Peace.  The  case  might  appear  a 
paltry  one;  but  it  was  in  miniature  a 
picture  of  the  yiolence  of  the  oppression 
of  the  poor  in  Ireland.  Landlordism  ran 
througn  every  pore  of  private  and  public 
life  in  Ireland,  and  poisoned  and  debi- 
litated public  justice  at  its  very  core. 
When  those  landlords  committed  crimes 
for  which  they  ought  to  be  whipped  at 
the  cart-tail,  and  even  when  their  deeds 
had  been  branded  as  crimes  by  a  Judge 
like  Mr.  Justice  Fitzgibbon,  they  were 
allowed  to  retain  their  positions.  They 
all  heard  a  great  deal  about  injuries  in- 
flicted in  Ireland  upon  people  who  were 
▼ery  well  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves; they  could  write  to  the  news- 
papers and  make  the  House  and  the 
country  ring  with  their  injuries,  while 
this  poor  woman  had  been  deprived  of 
her  rights  by  oppressors  who  were  re- 
ceiving public  money.  If  this  man's 
conduct  was  allowed  to  pass  unchal- 
lenged, he  would  say  that  no  matter 
how  the  figure-heads  in  public  positions 
changed  with  different  Oovemments,  the 
men  at  the  wheel  were  the  same  old 
hands,  and  Dublin  Castle  remained  the 
same  as  regarded  the  protection  of  the 
oppressor.  In  conclusion,  he  begged  to 
move  the  Beiiolution  of  which  he  had 
given  Notice. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  <*  That "  to  the 
end  of  the  Qacstion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
**  the  falsification  of  the  records  of  the  Mona- 
ghan  Cotinty  Court  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace, 
obaerred  on  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  calls  for 
the  smmediata  removal  of  the  officials  impli- 
cated,**—(Jfr.  Timothy  Btuly,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question.'' 

Thb  chief  secretary  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  Johh  Moblbt)  :  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  any  Member  of  the  House  will 
think  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  has  done  any- 
thing but  his  duty  in  bringing  before 
the  attention  of  the  House  what,  fur  my 
own  part,  I  most  admit  is  a  Tery  serious 
and  disagreeable-looking  affair.     The 


hon.  and  learned  Member  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  he  could  not  expect 
me,  who  have  been  so  short  a  time  in  my 
present  Office,  to  have  mastered  all  the 
details  of  the  case;  and  that  is  perfectly 
true,  and  I  have  a  right  to  some  allow* 
ance  in  the  matter.  But,  in  fact,  the 
details  of  the  case  between  Colonel 
Lloyd  and  Anne  Shaw  are  not  particu* 
larly  important  in  forming  a  judgment 
on  the  issue  raised  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member.  As  I  am  informed, 
Colonel  Lloyd,  who  was  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  of  Monaghan, 
brought  an  action  of  ejectment  against 
Anne  Shaw.  It  was  brought  in  the  CItII 
Bill  Court  of  Monaghan,  and  a  decree  got. 
Anne  Shaw  appealed ;  and,  by  consent, 
the  decree  was  affirmed,  Anne  Shaw  to 
get  a  lease  of  the  place.  After  a  con- 
siderable time,  the  lease  not  having 
been  taken  out,  through  Shaw's  own 
default,  according  to  Lloyd,  he  executed 
the  decree,  and,  according  to  what  I  have 
long  looked  upon  as  a  very  barbarous 
usage,  pulled  down  the  house.  Anne 
Shaw  then  brought  an  action  compelling 
the  granting  of  a  lease,  and  for  damage. 
Lloyd  moved  to  remit  the  action  from  the 
Superior  Courts  to  the  County  Court; 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  refused  to 
grant  the  order  to  remit,  and,  on  appeal 
by  Lloyd,  the  Court  of  Appeal  con* 
firmed  the  order  of  refusal.  Then  conies 
the  offence.  At  the  hearing  of  the  ap- 
peal two  documents  purporting  to  be 
copies  of  the  Judge^s  order  at  the  Assises, 
and  both  signed  by  the  Deputy  Clerk  of 
the  Peace,  were  produced,  one  of  which 
was  less  favourable  to  Anne  Shaw  than 
the  other ;  and  there  appears  to  be  no 
doubt  that  Lord  Justice  Fitzgibbon  did 
make  the  very  definite  condemnation  of 
this  duplicate  copy  of  the  decree  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 
The  difference  between  the  two  copies 
was  relied  upon  by  the  Court  as  cme 
of  the  grounds  for  not  sending  the  case 
to  be  tried  before  a  Court  of  which 
Lloyd  was  an  official.  No  falsification 
was  attributed  by  the  Court,  and  no  ma* 
terials  existed  for  forming  an  opinion  on 
the  question.  As  this  and  other  mattere 
relating  to  the  case  form  the  subject  of 
an  inquiry  before  a  Judge  and  jury,  I  am 
advised  that  it  would  be  contrary  to 
usage,  and  it  appears  to  me  it  would  be 
contrary  to  common  justice,  to  interfere 
in  the  matter  of  the  falsifying,  if  I  may 
use  the  word,  of  these  documents  until 
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diAe*M  itself  it  decided.  leanonlrpro- 
niee  the  hoo.  and  learned  GeDtfeman 
that  if  I  am  atill  in  Offico  when  the  case 
\%  dodded^  I  will  not  lose  eif^ht  of  it, 
mad  erery  effort  will  be  made  to  impress 
upon  those  whom  it  concerns  my  own 
▼erj  strong  opinion  of  what  is  much 
wanted  in  Ireland — not  moro  by  one 
section  of  the  people  than  another — a 
strict,  and  scmpalout,  and  literal  ad- 
herence to  the  spirit  of  legality ;  and  in 
this  of  itself  not  very  important  case  it 
may  bo  our  duty  to  affirm  a  Tery  grare 
pnnciplo,  and  possibly  to  read  an  im- 
portant lespon. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALT  said,  that  after 
the  statement  of  tho  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man he  would  not  press  his  Motion 
further,  and  begged  to  withdraw  it. 

Amendment,  hy  loaTe,  witKdravn. 
Orifiaal  Question  again  proposed. 

AFFAIRS  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA, 
acxmojrs.    obsbbtatiosts. 

8tm  BOBERT  FOWLER,  in  asking 
the  Undor  Hecretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies.  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  land  claims  in  Berhuana- 
land,  the  title  of  the  Boers  to  land  in 
Zaluland,  and  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
drinks  in  the  Transkeian  territory  ?  said, 
he  thought  that,  even  though  they 
night  not  go  so  far  in  opinion  upon  the 
drink  quention  as  Bir  Wilfrid  Jjswson, 
they  would  all  acknowledge  that  the 
drink  trafic  among  unciriluod  races  led 
to  great  abominations. 

Ma.  A.  W.  HALL  asked  for  an  ex« 
{daaation  of  the  meaning  of  the  Suzerain 
rights  which  Her  Majesty  exercised  orer 
Beehoaaaland ;  and  for  some  informa- 
tioQ  as  to  the  oommercial  relations  with 
ths  Transvaal  f 

Twi  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
8TATE  (Mr.  t>sBo»XB  Moboax),  in 
reply,  said,  that  on  the  7th  of  October 
a  Lsnd  Commission  was  appointt*d  in 
Bechnanalaad,  of  which  Mr.  Justice 
Hbippard  was  President,  supported  by  \ 
two  other  Commissioners.  The  obiect ' 
of  lbs  Oommission  was  to  inquire  into 
and  rpport  on  the  validity  of  land  claims.  ! 
and  to  ascertain  what  persons  had  good 
and  valid  titlss  to  land.  The  Commis- 
sion had  been  at  work  for  about  three 
months,  and  had  apparently  given  satis- 
faction. The  Instructions  given  by  Sir 
Hercnlee  Robinson  to  the  CV>mmissionen 
were  ta  print,  and  would  shortly  be ' 


issued  to  the  House.  Those  Instruc- 
tions made  special  provision  for  marking 
off  a  sufficient  amount  of  graring  and 
garden  land  for  the  support  of  the  Na- 
tive tribes ;  and  the  Commission  were 
also  to  report  upon  the  validity  of  Euro- 
pean claims.  Affairs  in  Zululand  would 
not  be  allowed  by  the  present  Heads  of 
the  Colonial  Office  to  pass  as  matters  of 
indifference  to  this  country.  He  would 
admit  that  the  country  was  not  in  a 
satisfactory  condition ;  but  ho  did  not 
think  it  could  be  termed  lawless.  During 
the  last  three  years,  Bubsec|uent  to  the 
death  of  Ci^tewayo,  numerous  inter- 
tribal disputes  had  taken  place,  in  tho 
oourse  of^  which,  the  Usutus  having 
called  in  the  Boers  to  assist  them  sgainst 
the  Chief  Usibepu,  the  Boers  had  since 
remained  in  the  countrv,  and  established 
themselves  on  land  which  they  had  sp- 

{>ropriated  to  their  own  use ;  and,  there- 
ore,  a  telegram,  dated  the  4th  of  Janu- 
ary  last,  had  been  despatched  to  Sir 
Charles  Mitchell  by  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary,  which  he  read  to  the  House, 
and  which  marked  out  generally  the 
policy  which  the  present  Government 
were  prepared  to  follow  in  regard  to 
the  lk>ers  in  Zululand.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
in  the  Transkeian  territory,  he  was  not 
able  at  present  to  give  an  answer  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  Queetion,  having 
been  so  short  a  time^-only  a  week — in 
Office,  and  he  thought  he  was  entitled 
to  fuller  Notice ;  but  if  the  Question 
were  repeated  next  week,  he  would  en- 
deavour to  give  the  fullest  information 
which  might  then  be  at  his  disposal. 
He  believc*d,  however,  there  was  a  pro- 
hibitory Proclamation  of  the  nature  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert 
Fowler)  in  force  throughout  the  ooun- 

Sia  FREDERICK  STANLEY  ssid, 
he  desired  to  express  his  satisfaction  at 
what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  lender  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan)  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  policy  in  Zululand,  although  he  had 
not  boon  able  to  hear  his  observationa 
regarding  Bochuanaland.  He  (Sir 
Frederick  Stanley)  waa  glad  to  find 
that  Her  Majesty's  Advisers,  like  Her 
late  ones,  were  not  prepared  to  allow 
matters  in  Zululand  to  be  viewed  with 
indifference  in  this  country.  He  must 
frankly  lake  upon  himself  any  blame 
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there  might  be  for  any  want  of  action 
during  the  past  six  months  with  regard  to 
Zululand.  When  Dinizulu,  the  son  of 
Cetewayo,  had  invited  some  of  the  Boers 
in  the  Transvaal  to  assist  him  in  the 
intertribal  war  beyond  the  Beserve,  cer- 
tain of  the  Boers  took  advantage  of  the 
Treaty  that  was  made,  being  vague  in 
its  terms  as  to  the  extent  of  the  land  and 
the  number  of  persons  to  whom  it  ap- 
plied. He  wished  that  he  could  think 
that  both  the  Boers  and  the  Zulus  had 
been  otherwise  than  willing  to  leave  the 
Treaty  in  a  condition  that  was  as  inde- 
finite as  possible.  In  fact,  he  fully  be- 
lieved that  the  terms,  which  were  un- 
necessarily vague,  were  purposely  left  so 
with  the  knowledgeof  many  persons  upon 
both  sides.  A  very  much  larger  number 
of  Boers,  in  consequence,  than  those 
with  whom  the  Zulus  had  been  in  cor- 
respondence flocked  in,  and  on  the 
strength  of  the  agreement  began  to 
settle  down  and  survey  or  '*  ride  out " 
part  of  the  countrv.  They  had  done  this 
in  the  name  of  a  body  which  was  set  up 
calling  itself  the  *'  New  Bepublic."  Mr. 
Essellon,  the  so-called  Secretary  of  State 
of  that  body,  a  gentleman  of  very  great 
ability,  came  over  to  England  to  see  him, 
and  to  ask  for  recognition  from  Her 
Majesty's  late  Government.  On  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Colleaguesi  he  (Sir  Frederick 
Stanley)  was  compelled  to  reply  that  re- 
cognition could  not  be  accorded ;  and 
up  to  the  present  time  the  '*  New  Be- 
public  *'  had  not  been  recognized,  except 
as  a  certain  number  of  individuals  acting 
together  with  no  authority  as  a  State. 
The  ''New  Kepublic,*'  however,  or  per- 
sons acting  on  its  behalf,  began  to  mark 
out  farms  right  down  to  St.  Lucia  Bay, 
where,  whatever  might  be  the  value  of 
the  territory  as  regi^ed  the  future,  the 
Protectorate  of  this  country  had  been  de- 
clared. That  was  known  to  the  Boers, 
and  it  was  clear  that  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
▼emment  could  not  allow  any  inter- 
ference with  the  territory.  Perhaps  he 
might  say  that  having  regard  to  the 
state  of  political  affairs,  and  of  the  pos- 
sibilitv  of  that  which  had  since  come  to 
pass,  he  did  not  wish  to  lead  the  Zulus, 
or  any  persons,  to  believe  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  going  to  take 
a  course  of  action  distinctly  in  favour  of 
the  Zulus,  or  one  distinctly  against  their 
claims;  because,  having  in  view — and 
he  said  thia  without  meaning  to  be  offen- 
sive— what  bad  ooooxred  in  the  case  of 
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a  reversal  before,  he  considered  it  wouTd 
be  wrong  to  lead  them  to  believe  that 
this  country  would  give  them  such  active 
support  as  would  induce  them  to  take  up 
a  position  which  the  predecisions  of  the 
late  Government  might  not  sustain.   He 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer  upon  this  question ;  and 
his  views  as  to  what  action  with  regard 
to  Zululand  would  be  practicable  and 
expedient  had  been  embodied  in  certain 
Papers.      The    policy    which    he    (Sir 
Frederick  Stanley)  was  prepared  to  re- 
commend to  his  Colleagues,  but  which 
circumstances  had  prevented  him  doin^, 
was  embodied  in  a  Memorandum  which 
he  frankly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  his 
noble  Friend  who  had  succeeded  him  in 
Office.     His  own  view  was  this — he  be- 
lieved that    the  Boers,   whether   they 
called  them  the ''  New  Bepublic  "  or  not, 
had  acquired  moral  rights  to  some  ex- 
tent by  lapse  of  time,  by  tadt  recognition 
on  the  part  of  the  lato  Government  and 
their   Predecessors,    and  by    right  of 
Treaty,  although  the  lattor  had  been  un- 
duly strained.    They  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  treated  as  interlopers,  and  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  be  dispossessed  by 
any  force  without  full  inquiry.     On  the 
other  hand,  as  he  had  steted,  there  could 
be  no  moral  doubt  that  the  Treaty  had 
been  strained  much  too  far;  for  some 
who  certainly  had  token  no  part  in  tho 
war  now  claimed  under  the  agreement. 
The  Zulus  had,  for  the  first  time,  sub- 
mitted the  state  of  affairs  to  us,  in  order  to 
effect  an  arrangement,  so  that  now  there 
were  three  parties  concerned  in  these 
matters.    There    were  the  Boers  who 
claimed  the  farms  they  occupied,  there 
were  the  Zulus  who  asked  to  be  defended, 
and  there  was  Natal  whose  interests 
were  the  most  important  of  all.    He 
was  not  without  hope  that  the  services 
of  some  person  possessed  of  influence 
like  Mr.  Kandolph — a  gentleman  who 
had  the  rare  merit  of  combining  in  his 
own  person  the  confidence  both  of  the 
Dutch  and  the  Enelish  Coloniste,  and 
who,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  locality, 
was  well  qualified  for  advising  what  the 
Government    should    and    should    not 
allow — might  be  made  use  of  in  arrang- 
ing a  fair  boundary.     IVhat  he  had 
seen  in  the  newspapers  that  morning 
encouraged  him  in  thinking  that  that 
might  be  done.     He  did  not  believe 
that  the  New  Bepublic  of  the  Been 
would  be  dissatisfied  if,  whilst  refusing 
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to  treat  vilh  th«n  as  a  separate  hoAj, 
wn  adriaed  that  raoognitioo  uj  the  Zulus 
of  certain  terma  to  be  prepared.  He 
believed  it  would  be  perieotlj  consistent 
with  the  interests  of  this  country,  of  the 
Zulus,  and  of  the  Transraal,  that  a 
delimitation  should  be  made  bj  ami* 
cable  arrangement,  thoufch,  judging 
from  the  past,  he  did  not  suppose  it 
would  be  altogether  free  from  danger  or 
diflkultj.  lie  thought  he  was  doing 
the  best  in  his  power  bj  bringing  all 
those  matters  as  far  as  possible  upon  a 
mad  which  would  be  common  to  the 
late  Government  and  their  Successors. 
He  was  simplj  speaking  for  himself, 
and  he  was  glad  that  the  right  hon.  and 
ltf»amed  Gentleman  had  said  that  Lord 
GraaTillo  saw  no  reason  to  depart  from 
the  course  hitherto  pursued;  and  ho 
might  fiossiblj  bring  these  matters,  with* 
out  the  iaterpoaition  of  an  armed  force, 
to  an  amicable  settlement.  Up  to  the 
time  he  (Sir  Frederick  Stanley)  left 
Office  the  latest  information  with  i^^pect 
to  Bechuanaland  was  satisfactoij.  The 
Land  Commission  was  either  sitting  or 
about  to  sit ;  and  nothing  could  have  ex- 
ceeded the  satisfactonr  nature  of  the 
general  Reports  that  the  Colonial  Office 
had  receired  on  the  subject.  As  those 
who  took  an  interest  in  the  matter  were 
aware,  the  late  UoTcmment  departed,  to 
some  extent,  from  the  general  I^* 
tectorate  which  their  Predocessors  had 
assttffl«*d  in  respect  of  carrying  the 
rrotectoratn  up  to,  he  bt^Ueved,  Parallel 
'22.  They  did  not  think,  with  regard  to 
tha  territoty  immediately  a^j^c^ent  to  the 
Cape  Colony,  that  it  was  sufficient,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  extend  it,  or,  on  the 
other,  to  annex  it,  to  the  Cape  Colony. 
Therefore,  they  advised  Her  Afajeety  to 
extend  her  dominion,  to  take  in  Stella- 
land,  and  that  over  that  territory  British 
law  might  be  administered  in  Uie  same 
way  as  in  othor  parts  of  Her  Majesty's 
t«>rrituriee.  In  connection  with  this  mat- 
t<^  he  must  mention  the  name  of  Mr. 
^hippaffd,  a  gentleman  who  commanded 
the  confidence  of  every  place  to  which 
he  had  gone.  Sir  Hercules  Robinson 
had  visited  Bechuanaland,  and  had  seen 
bow  Mr.  Shippard's  work  had  pro* 
seeded ;  and  he  believed  that  the  country 
might  soon  settle  down  and  become  ouiet 
by  means  of  the  police  which  had  been 
esUblished.  Thcee  who  knew  the  coun- 
trr  said  that  the  police  were  better,  for 
all  ptaetieal  nm  noses,  than  a  militaiy 


force.  A  certain  attempt  which  might 
have  turned  to  filibustering  had  been 
made  soon  after  the  establisliment  of  the 
police ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  take  the 
precautionary  step  of  arresting  certain 
persons  engsged  in  it.  If  filibustering 
was  promptly  dealt  with  in  that  way, 
a  great  deal  would  be  done  for  the 
pacification  of  the  country.  The  reports 
rrom  Basutoland,  also,  were  highly  satis* 
factory.  Too  much  could  not  be  said 
in  praise  of  the  Itesident,  Colonel  Clarke, 
who  exercised  a  remarkable  degree  of 
influence  over  thoee  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  The  Chiefs  appeared  to 
have  come  under  his  swav ;  ana  certainly 
the  pacification  of  Basutoland  was  greatly 
due  to  the  personal  influence  of  that 
officer.  Ho  begged  to  apologixe  for 
intruding  on  the  House ;  but  as  nis  own 
action  had  been  alluded  to  he  thought 
it  right  to  state  what  had  taken  place 
when  he  was  at  the  Colonial  Office. 

Main  Question,  '<That  Mr.  Speaker 
do   now    leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 

SUPPLY  — CIVIL  SERVICES    (SUPPLE- 
MBNTABV  ESTIMATED,  IS86.6). 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  FIRST  LORD  or  Tim  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  E.  Glamtone:  :  I  beg 
to  move  that  tlie  hon.  Member  for  the 
Bodmin  Dirision  of  Cornwall  (Mr. 
Courtney)  take  the  Chair. 

Motion  0frfed  to. 

8vnLY^c9n$id4r$d  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  I. — Pcbuc  Woeks  ajtd  BotiB- 

nros. 

(1.)  £3,300,  Furniture  of  Public  Of* 
ficee*  Great  Britain. 

OBriBAL  Sib  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
said,  that  he  congratulated  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bodmin  ( Mr.  Courtney)  on 
being  nominated  to  the  important  Office 
of  Chairman  of  Committeea,  and  felt  con- 
fident that  the  House  and  country  would 
be  well  pleased  to  have  the  benefit  of  that 
hon.  Gentleman's  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience in  that  Office.  He  (Sir  George 
Balfour)  would  also  add  that  as  in  the 
new  Parliament  there  were  a  veiy  large 
number  of  new  Members,  he  presumed 
all  of  them  were  ansiotts,  while  securing 
the  effiflisBqr  of  the  Public  Service,  to 
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bring  about  a  more  thorough  condition 
of  economy  in  the  Public  Expenditure 
than  had  existed  hitherto.  He  trusted 
greater  attention  to  the  Estimates  would 
be  given  than  in  past  years.  He  re- 
gretted, therefore,  to  hayo  to  point  out 
to  new  Members  that  there  was  no  in- 
formation contained  in  the  Estimates 
now  submitted  to  Parliament  which 
could  possibly  afford  any  guide  to  them 
upon  points  of  that  nature.  In  point  of 
fact,  under  such  circumstances,  it  was 
almost  a  waste  of  time  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  Estimates  at  all.  It 
would  be  better  to  pass  the  whole  of  the 
present  demand  of  £250,000  without 
discussion.  It  was  only  1  per  cent  of 
increase  in  the  Civil  Estimates,  and  the 
amount  annually  added  had  been  nearly 
£1,000,000  a-year. 

Vote  agreed  to* 

(2.)  £600,  Metropolitan  Police  Court 
Buildings. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOITB 
asked  for  some  explanation  of  this  Vote, 
which,  upon  the  face  of  it,  was  intended 
to  be  applied  in  providing  better  accom- 
modation for  the  Wandsworth  Police 
Court.  That  was  a  question  which  had 
been  before  the  House  for  some  years, 
and  invariably  objected  to  both  by 
Members  and  by  the  Government,  the 
plea  being  that  until  the  MuDicipaltty 
of  London  was  settled  the  reform  of  the 
Wandsworth  office  could  not  be  enter- 
tained. Now,  without  any  warning  the 
money  was  asked  for,  and  he  wished  to 
know  how  the  matter  had  been  settled  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb)  :  I  wish  to 
explain  that  the  Vote  is  due  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  better  accommoda- 
tion  in  the  way  of  Police  Courts  in  Lon- 
don. As  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
has  said,  the  case  of  the  Wandsworth 
Police  Court  has  been  before  this  House 
for  10  years,  and  it  has  very  frequently 
been  a  matter  of  discussion.  Last  year 
the  House  expressed  a  strong  opinion 
that  the  Court  ought  to  be  improved, 
but  that  the  charges  ought  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  Metropolis.  Pending  the  pass- 
ing of  a  measure  for  reforming  Muni- 
cipal Government  in  the  Metropolis,  it 
was  deemed  neceesary,  in  order  to  secure 
the  proper  administration  of  justice,  that 
something  should  be  done  with  regard 
to  the  Wandsworth  Police  Court.  It 
was  suggested  that  a  sum  of  £1,500 

9#fi#ns/  Sir  Omrgo  B^omr 


should  be  spent;  but  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  then  Home  Secretary,  would  not 
sanction,  in  the  first  instance,  any  ex- 
penditure beyond  £1,000.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  the  total  cost  of  the  altera- 
tions which  have  been  made,  including 
the  hiring  of  the  Town  Hall  at  Wands* 
worth  for  police  purposes,  has  not  ex- 
ceeded £800.  Under  the  ciroumstanoee, 
I  think  that  a  very  satisfactory  settle- 
ment has  been  made  in  a  matter  in 
regard  to  which  there  has  certainly  been 
a  considerable  amount  of  public  incon- 
venience. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £300,  Dover  Harbour. 

GszrBBAL  Str  GEORGE  BALFOUR : 
I  think  that  the  Committee  ought  not  to 
be  called  upon  to  pass  this  Vote,  unless 
some  assurance  is  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
works  which  are  intended  to  be  under- 
taken in  the  future.     I  am  afraid  that 
the  unwise  step  already  taken  of  build- 
ing barracks  for   convicts  before   the 
House  has  had  a  full  and  clear  detail  of 
the   kind  of  harbour  works  and  cost 
thereof  will   be  pleaded  in  urging  on 
this  costly  harbour ;  and  if  this  item  is 
agreed    to    it    will    only    be    used    to 
strengthen  the  crv  of  Parties  for  the 
commencement    of   a    very  large    ex- 
penditure indeed,  as  to  the  propriety 
and  utility  of   which  there   are  very 
considerable    doubts.     The    Chancellor 
of  the   Exchequer   will   recollect  that 
Votes  have  already  been  taken  for  the 
erection  of  a  convict  prison  at  Dover,  as 
it  was  intended  to  construct  the  works 
in  connection  with  the  harbour  by  means 
of  convict  labour.    But  although  I  have 
repeatedly  asked  to  have  Estimates  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  I  have  invariably 
been  told  that  these  expenses  were  only 
preliminary.     More  than  once  a  distinct 
promise  has  been  given  that  before  any 
permanent  expenditure  was  undertaken 
a  full  explanation  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  works,  as  well  as  their 
cost,  and  saving  from  the  use  of  canals, 
would    be    given    to    the    House.      I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  complain  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  subject  has  hitherto 
been  dealt  with ;  and,  so  far  as  Dover 
Harbour  is  concerned,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  money  propoeed  to  be  spent 
would  be  better  used  for  improving  the 
fishery  harboors ;  but  if,  on  the  reepon- 
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flibastj  of  lb*  OofwnmcAt,  a  harbour  is 
i%mk%A  tMWitial  for  the  safety  of  the 
cooatfT,  then  we  ought  to  hare  a  tho- 
roughij  elBeieul  harbour  of  a  much 
larger  area,  with  deeper  water  for  our 
big  Teeteb,  to  that  the  expenditure  made 
«poa  it  naj  really  prore  useful. 

Thk  8E0HETARY  to  thb  TBEA- 
8UHY  (Mr.  U.  H.  Fowuut) :  I  quite 
agree  with  mj  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
thai  Parliament  ought  not  to  abandon 
the  worke  which  hare  already  been  eom- 
menned  at  Dorer,  and  that  hon.  Mem- 
bote  are  entitled  to  know  exactly  what 
the  nature  of  the  etep  ie  whioh  we  are 
about  to  take.  The  House,  howerer, 
has  already  decided  that  there  shall  be 
a  harbour  at  Dover,  and  that  that  har- 
bour shall  bo  ooastrueted  by  oonrict 
Ubour.  Considerable  works  hare  al- 
rf*ady  been  carried  out  there  in  oonneo> 
tion  with  the  erection  of  a  conrict  prison. 
The  sum  of  £300  in  the  preeent  Vote 
is  incurred  entirely  in  preliminary  ex- 
penees  for  proTiding  plans  of  the  pro- 
poeed  works ;  and  there  will  be  in  the 
ketimatee  of  the  coming  year  a  Vote  of 
£  1,000  for  sunreying  the  site  and  taking 
bearings.  After  that  has  been  done  the 
House  will  be  supplied  with  a  proper 
Bftimate  of  the  oost  of  the  works ;  but  it 
is  absolutely  imposeible,  in  the  present 
position  of  the  matter,  to  submit  fuU 
plans  and  E^timatss. 

UxsiUAX.  8ia  GEORGE  BALFOUB : 
I  most  confess  that  the  answer  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  is  very  unsatisfactory.  Here 
we  are  involring  the  couatiy  in  an 
admitted  eqwnditure  of  upwards  of 
£1,000,000,  and  we  are  not  yet  in  pos- 
•essioa  of  plans  to  show  what  the  nature 
of  the  work  is  to  be,  or  what  oost  will 
be  ultimately  entailed  upon  the  country. 
Butt  like  meet  engineering  works,  it  may 
be  safely  calculated  to  be  three  or  four 
times  this  sum.  No  doubt*  the  stepe 
alrsadT  taken,  and  the  money  spent  on 
barrttciln  for  conricts,  will  be  pleas  for 
involving  the  country  in  a  large  expen* 
diture  in  connection  with  the  emplov- 
»«nt  of  convict  labour.  But  these  works 
and  the  outlay  were  incurred  in  the 
faoe  of  strong  opposition  from  me. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  Committee  has  not 
reoeived  a  fuller  explanation,  and  1  feel 
bound  to  raiee  my  voice  against  the  Vote 
by  way  of  protect. 

fla  HENRY  HOLLAND:  Asl  under- 
slaad«  the  vummj  is  rsquiied  Ibr  the  pur> 


pose  of  making  plans  and  ascertaining 
what  ought  to  be  the  proper  site. 

Thu  secretary  to  tbx  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  II.  FowLxa) :  Yes. 

Bin  HENRY  HOLLAND:  It  is  quite 
dear  that  plans  are  abeolutelv  neoee- 
sary  before  anything  can  be  decided  unon 
as  to  the  future  works,  and  before  that 
eetimate  of  the  work  can  be  made  which 
the  hon.  and  prsUant  Member  desires, 
and  which  the  House  will,  of  course,  re- 
quire to  see  before  any  Vote  for  the  ac- 
tual work  is  taken. 

GxiTKRia  8in  GEORGE  BALFOUR: 
What  I  contend  is,  that  before  Govern- 
ment decided  upon  putting  the  country 
to  this  very  large  expenditure  they  ought 
to  have  made  idi  the  inquiriee  and  pre- 
pared the  plans  and  detailed  Estimates 
which  they  say,  by  this  £300  grant,  they 
are  only  now  beginning  to  make.  But 
full  inquiries  have  been  already  made, 
as  hon.  Members  can  find  out  by  re- 
ferring to  a  volume  of  harbour  plans 
laid  before  Parliament  in  1847-8.  The 
Admiralty  of  that  day,  moved  thereto  by 
8ir  Robert  Peel,  had  Dover  Bay  care- 
fully examined,  and  nine  of  the  most 
eminent  engineers  were  invited  to  pre- 
pare plans  for  a  harbour,  and  the  engi- 
neer eetimated  the  cost  at  £4,000,000 ; 
and  less  than  this  sum,  to  form  an  effl- 
cient  harbour,  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
incurred.  I  believe  that  I  speak  the  opi- 
nion of  many  hon.  Members  when  I  sav 
Uiat  the  large  sum  of  money  whioh  will 
be  laid  out  in  constructing  this  great 
harbour  may  be  used  for  far  more  useful 
purpoees  in  other  directions  —  40  or 
60  fishery  harbours  being  possible.  I 
believe  I  am  fully  justified  in  saying  that 
the  late  Earl  ox  Beaoonsfield  strongly 
opposed  the  construction  of  this  harbour, 
and  that  8tr  Stafford  Northcote  took  a 
similar  course.  Indeed,  in  the  House  of 
Lords  one  of  the  meet  convincing  speeches 
against  the  harbour  was  made  by  Lord 
I^aconsfield,  against  the  advocacy  of 
Lord  Granville  in  favour  of  a  harbour  at 
Dover.  A  liberal  Government  has  been 
generally  understood  to  be  anxious  to 
reform  the  Public  Expenditure;  but  I 
cannot  say  that  they  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  the  present  instance.  I  do 
not  propose  to  offer  any  further  remarks 
to  tne  Committee  in  reference  to  this 
Vote ;  but  I  wish  to  enter  a  strong  pro- 
tect against  the  course  now  taken. 

Sin  ROBERT   PEEL:   I  am   glad 
that  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
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Treasury  has  been  called  to  this  Vote ; 
and  I  wish  to  know  whether,  after  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  opposite,  we  are  to  understand 
that  bj  passing  this  Vote  of  £300  we 
are  pledging  the  House  of  Commons  to 
the  future  expenditure  either  of  a  sum  of 
£750,000,  or  of  £1,000,000 — ^thosum  at 
which  the  works  are,  I  belicTe,  esti- 
mated? 

The  SECfRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb)  :  No. 

Sib  ROBERT  FEEL:  Then  I  am 
dearly  to  understand  that  we  are  not 
pledging  the  country  to  such  an  expendi- 
ture? 

Thi  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  :  This  ex- 
penditure of  £300  commits  the  House 
of  Commons  to  no  pledge  whatever.  It 
is  simply  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
plans  for  ascertaining  what  the  works 
will  cost.  No  doubt,  works  have  been 
going  on  for  some  time  in  connection 
with  the  erection  of  a  large  convict 
establishment  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  works  for  the  extension  of  Dover 
Harbour.  Some  pressure  has  been  put 
upon  the  Oovemment  to  accelerate  the 
works  in  reference  to  that  harbour ;  and 
my  F^decessor  in  Office  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  has  stated  that  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  ascertain  what  the  cost  of 
the  works  will  be  unless  this  preliminary 
inquiry  is  made.  The  sole  object  of  the 
Vote  is  to  ascertain  what  the  works  will 
cost. 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL :  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  the  Committee  and  the  country 
that  we  are  now  about  to  embark  in 
works  which  will  cost  the  oountxy,  ac- 
cording to  an  Estimate  which  has  been 
already  given,  a  sum  of  £750,000,  or 
probaoly  double  that  sum,  before  they 
are  completed.  Successive  Ministries 
have,  over  and  over  again,  refused  to 
sanction  that  expenditure;  and,  there- 
fore, I  feel  bound  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  course  which  is  now  being 
taken.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  in- 
judicious thin^  even  to  vote  this  sum  of 
£300,  when  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
when  the  Estimate  for  the  cost  of  the 
works  comes  before  the  Committee  wo 
shall  be  told  that  we  have,  by  our  vote 
on  this  small  sum,  already  sanctioned 
the  work.  I  entirely  join  in  the  protest 
which  has  been  made  by  the  hon.  and 
nllant  Member  for  Kinoudineshire  (Sir 
George  BaUour)  against  this  ship«shod 

R$UrtP€€l 


way  of  conducting  business.  If  this 
large  harbour  is  required  at  Dover — and 
it  has  been  held  not  to  be  required  by 
former  Governments — let  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  or  some  other  Member 
of  the  (Government,  state  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  the  Oovemment  to 
change  their  opinion,  and  why  they  now 
consider  it  desirable  to  ask  Parliament 
to  undertake  the  work. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstdkb):  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  accept,  with- 
out any  doubt,  the  assurance  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
that  this  is  not  a  Vote  which  alters  or 
changes  in  any  respect  the  position  of 
the  House  in  regard  to  Dover  Harbour 
beyond  what  is  expressed  on  the  face 
of  the  Vote— namely,  that  it  is  intended 
to  procure  certain  plans  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  House  to  form  a  iudg- 
ment  as  to  the  nature  of  the  work.  I 
am  not  myself  distinctly  acquainted  with 
all  the  details  of  this  question ;  but  I 
believe  that  the  works  at  Dover  Har- 
bour are  very  much  needed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  absolute  necessity  of  find- 
ing employment  in  some  shape  or  other 
for  the  convicts.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
was  Home  Secretary  last  year,  will  be 
able  to  say  in  what  state  he  left  the 
matter  when  he  gave  up  the  Office  of 
Home  Secretary ;  and,  no  doubt,  some 
Oentleman  on  the  Front  Bench  opposite 
will  be  able  to  explain  what  took  place 
with  regard  to  it  when  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  were  in  Office.  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
nothing  has  been  done  which  is  in  the 
slightest  degree  irregular. 

Mb.  baker  :  I  rise  for  the  puipoee 
of  asking  for  information.  I  have  been 
given  to  understand  that  this  is  simply 
a  question  of  preparing  plans  whidk 
may  or  may  not  subsequently  be  carried 
out.  If  hon.  Members  will  look  a  little 
lower  down  page  7,  where  a  statement 
is  made  in  reference  to  the  Expendi- 
ture, it  will  be  found  that  the  details  of 
these  preliminary  expenses  include  hire 
of  labour,  rent  of  offices,  and  the  salary 
of  a  foreman  of  works.  Those  who  are 
at  all  acquainted  with  the  building 
trade  will  be  aware  that  the  last  thing 
you  do  before  you  commence  the  eree- 
tion  of  works  is  to  employ  a  foreman  of 
works.  I  never  heard  of  a  foreman  of 
works  being  employed  before  the  plaaa 
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coald  be  emplojed.     Then  we  had  to 
ooatider  what  were  the  worke  which 
coald  be  earried  on  to  the  beet  advan- 
tage  under  theee  cironmstanoee ;  and  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  consider 
the  riTal  claims  of  Dover  and  Filey  as 
suitable  stations  for  a  harbour  of  re* 
fu^.    In  this  House  there  has  always 
been,  as  any  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
taken  an  interest  in  tho  question  knows, 
a  sort  of  riralry  in  regard  to  the  oon- 
fttruction  of  a  harbour  of  reftiffe  between 
Filey  and  Dover.    It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  we  had  to  deal  with  Uie 
roughest  kind  of  labour,  and  not  with 
persons  who  could  be  employed  to  do 
work  here,  there,  and  everywhere.  Oon* 
Tict  labour  can  only  be  employed  under 
very  strict  and  limited  cooaitions.    The 
work  provided  should  be  such  as  to  em- 
ploy  a  large  number  of  men  in  the  same 
place  for  a  long  time,  as  otherwise  we 
could  not  afford  to  build  a  prison  for 
them,  and  to  make  arrangements  that 
would  be  necessary  for  them.    There- 
fore, on  completing  the  large  works  at 
Portsmouth,  Plymouth,  and  Chatham, 
where  joa  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
employing   convict    labour,   it  became 
essential  that,  in  continuing  to  employ 
that  labour,  you  should  provide  works 
of  a  similar  character,  upon  which  you 
would  be  able  to  employ  labour  of  the 
roughost  kind,  and  which  works  them- 
selves   would    last    for  a  considerable 
period.    All  th«»9e  circumstances  were 
careftUly  considered  by  a  Committee  of 
the  Cabinet,  who  had  in  their  delibera- 
tions the  assistance  of  eminent  naval  and 
military  men.    The  qneation  was  fully 
conridered  by  all  parties  interested  in 
the  matter ;  and  we  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion,   which    was    announced   to    the 
House,  that,  on  the  whole,  it  was  desir- 
able to  continue  and  complete  the  exten- 
sion of  IHiver  Habour  by  constructing 
another  breakwater  which  should  go  out 
at  right  angles  from  the  Admiralty  Pier. 
'  The  Committee    were  of  opinion  that 
that  was  the  best  work  which  could  be 
nndertaken.    It  was  a  matter  which  was 
under  consideration  for  several  years ; 
i  and  there  have  been  plans  made— some 
j  larger  and  some  smaller — bv  the  Dover 

■  Harbour  Commissioners  and  so  forth  in 
'  connection  with    the    proposed  works. 

■  But  we  determined  that,  on  the  whole, 
before  entering  upon  the  works  them- 
iM^lves  it  was  necessary  to  build  a  prison 

'  for  the  convicts ;  and  the  way  in  which 


rsg«lariy  formulated ;  and,  there- 1 
fore,  the  explanation  which  has  just 
b<«en  given  in  regard  to  this  Vote  is  not 
one  which  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
the  Committee.  As  one  of  the  new  Mem- 
bers of  the  presont  Parliament,  I  must 
apologise  for  intruding  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee ;  but  I  wish  to 
p>int  out  to  the  Committee  how  impos- 
sible it  is  for  those  who  are  desirous  of 
assisting  in  any  way  in  obtaining  the 
retrenchment  of  the  Expenditure  of  the 
country  to  do  so  with  j  notice  to  themselves, 
considering  that  thedocument  containing 
thcee  Estimates  was  only  given  to  hon. 
Members  this  morning.  Iwould  submit 
that  it  is  most  desirable  these  Votes,  whe- 
ther only  supplementary  or  on  account, 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members  some  time  before  it  is  possible 
f  -r  them  to  be  brought  forward. 

Tna  CHANCELLOR  of  tux  EXCHE- 
Q1:ER  Sir  William  Haboocrt)  :  I 
agree  with  my  hon.  Friend's  remarks  as 
to  the  time  at  which  the  Estimates  have 
been  laid  upon  the  Table ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment are  really  not  responsible  for 
what  has  taken  place.  To-night  is  the 
very  earliest  night  on  which  it  has  been 
possible  to  go  into  Supply ;  and  my  right 
nan.  Tnt*vA  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment said  last  night  that  there  were 
really  very  fi«w  days  at  the  disposal  of  the 
(Government  before  the  close  of  the 
financial  vear  on  which  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  deal  with  these  questions.  No 
doabt,  it  is  inconvenient ;  but  that  in- 
convenience is  inevitable.  With  regard 
to  Dover  Harbour,  it  is  now  two  years 
since  the  matter  was  discussed  in  the 
House;  and  I  stated  then,  with,  I 
think,  the  aoouiescenoe  of   both  sides 


aoqu 
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of  the  House,  how  the  matter  stood.  I 
then  occupied  the  position  of  Home  Se- 
cretary ;  and  I  haa  to  consider,  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  preceded  and  succeeded 
ni€»  know  very  well,  that  one  of  the  ques* 
tiotts  which  pressed  for  settlement  when 
the  Government  came*  into  Office  in  I A80 
was  what  was  to  bo  done  with  the  con- 
victs who  were  likely  to  be  set  free  by 
the  approaching  oompletion  of  the  works 
at  Portland,  Chatham,  and  elsewhere. 
It  is  a  most  important  part  of  our 
penal  system  that  there  should  be  some 
pat»ltc  works  on  whirh  convicts  may  be 
employed.  That  u  absolutely  WM>ntial. 
We  could  not  carry  on  our  penal  system 
with  any  advantage  unless  we  had  some 
pnblio  work  on  which  conviet  labour 
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m  priaon  ia  built  for  oooTieto  is  this.  In 
the  first  instance,  the  custom  is  to  erect 
s  small  prison  bj  contract,  capable  of 
holding  a  few  men,  and  when  that  has 
been  done  the  couTicts  themselves  are 
emplojed  in  building  a  larger  prison. 
It  IS  proposed  that  we  should  employ 
something  like  1,000  men  at  Dover ;  out, 
in  the  first  instance,  there  will  be  built 
by  contract  a  prison— I  speak  from 
memory— capable  of  accommodating  200 
men.  When  that  is  completed  and  the 
convicts  are  sent  there,  they  will  be  em- 
ployed in  building  the  larger  prison; 
and  I  believe  that  that  work  is  now 
going  on — I  mean  the  building  of  this 
larger  prison.  That  is  my  recollection  of 
the  facts  of  the  case.  The  larger  ques- 
tion of  the  character  of  the  works  in 
connection  with  the  harbour  itself  has 
been  left  unsettled ;  but  it  is  to  be 
settled  within  the  very  few  years  which 
it  is  estimated  the  building  of  the  prison 
will  occupy.  The  Prison  Vote,  accord- 
ing to  my  recollection  of  the  matter,  is 
not  in  any  way  concerned  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  harbour  itself.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Admiralty  have  not  yet 
settled  that  question. 

The  8ECKETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Hibbert)  :  No. 

The  GHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  William  Haegouet):  My 
hon.  Friend  says  that  that  has  not  been 
settled ;  and,  therefore,  the  character  of 
the  harbour  works  itself  is  still  un- 
decided, and  all  questions  as  to  the 
actual  dimensions.  The  position  and 
the  cost  of  the  harbour  works  must  be 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  at  a  future  time.  According  to 
my  recollection,  the  Estimate  form^  of 
the  expenditure  involved  in  building 
the  prison  itself  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
between  £50,000  and  £60,000.  That 
expenditure  is  not  pret  completed.  In- 
deed, I  think  that  it  is  not  half  com- 
pleted. The  work  is  still  going  on,  and 
all  other  matters  are  still  in  abeyance 
and  under  the  c<)ntrol  of  the  Treasury. 

SiE  ROBERT  PEEL:  I  think  the 
statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  conjunction  with  that  which 
has  been  made  by  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  re- 
quires some  further  explanation  from  the 
Government.  The  late  Home  Secretary 
says  that  an  arrangement  has  been 
made  for  the  establishment  of  a  harbour 
at  Dover ;  and  in  the  position  he  now 

Air  WiUimmBmxmri 


occupies  as  Ohanoellor  of  tha  Ezbheqoar 
he  informs  the  Committee  that  we  are 
about  to  establish  a  convict  prison  at 
Dover,  at  an  expense  of  from  £50,000 
to  £60,000,  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
taking works  which  every  successive 
Qovemment  has  condemned  up  to  the 
present  hour.  That  is  a  fact  within  my 
own  knowledge.  I  recollect,  years  ago, 
expenditure  of  a  similar  character  being 
incurred  in  connection  with  Alder- 
ney  Harbour.  Thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds,  amounting,  in  the 
whole,  to  more  than  £1,000,000,  were 
thrown  away  upon  those  worthless 
works,  which  were  supposed,  at  the 
time,  to  be  of  some  advantage  to  us  in 
protecting  us  from  an  invasion  from 
France,    but    which   have  since    been 

E roved  to  be  utterly  valueless.  The 
arbour  of  Dover  is  acknowledged  to 
be  valueless  as  a  harbour  of  refuge; 
and  yet  it  is  stated  that  convict  labour 
is  to  be  employed  there  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  a  harbour  of  reftige. 
I  think  it  is  most  important  that  uie 
new  Parliament,  now  assembled  here, 
should  have  these  subjects  thoroughly 
threshed  out,  in  order  that  thev  may 
understand  what  it  is,  in  these  days  of 
economical  professions,  they  are  pledging 
the  country  to.  I  see  before  me  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Burnley 
(Mr.  Rylands),  who  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  these  Estimates ;  and, 
although  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  he  is  not 
a  Menibor  of  the  Government,  I  hope 
that  he  will  still  observe  some  of  that 
independence  of  character  which  has 
always  characterized  him.  I  would  ask 
him  now  to  get  up  in  his  plaoe  and 
make  a  statement  in  confirmation  of 
what  I  have  stated.  In  the  few  re- 
marks addressed  to  the  Committee  by 
the  Prime  Minister,  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  alluded  to  the  necessity  of 
finding  employment  for  convicts;  but 
what  I  wish  to  know  is,  whether  tho 
Government  have,  in  anyway,  sanctioned 
the  expenditure  of  £50,000  or  £60,000 
on  a  convict  establishment  at  Dover, 
with  the  view  of  constructing  harbour 
works,  which  are  to  cost  at  least 
£700^000,  and  probably  £1,400.000  be- 
fore they  are  finished?  Is  this  the 
object  for  which  a  convict  prison  is 
being  provided  at  Dover  lor  the  emnloy* 
ment  of  the  convicts  who  have  oeen 
released  from  the  construction  of  public 
works  at  Portsmouth  and  Plymoiithf 
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la  mj  opinion,  that  is  not  th«  waj  in 
whieli  the  ozpenditure  of  the  publio 
monej  thonld  be  onrried  on.  If  you 
vent  to  employ  ooortcta,  do  it  in  aome 
othiv  wey,  end  not  in  the  oonetraotion 
of  worke  which  everyone  knows  will  be 
of  no  Tftlae  at  all  ee  a  harbour  of 
ref^KO.  In  my  humble  judgment  we, 
to  this  Ilottte,  should  set  our  faees  at 
once  against  a  Vote  of  this  kind,  unless 
we  have  a  distinct  understanding  that 
ve  shall  not  find  ourselves  pledged,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  to  a  much 
larjcer  evpenditttre. 

Thk  chancellor  ofthk  EXCHE- 
QUKR  '8ir  William  HAnoocRT) :  The 
House  has  already  expressed  an  opinion 
on  this  subject. 

8iB  ROBERT  PEEL:  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Ifentl^man  is  mistaken. 

Tni  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXOHE- 
UrER  Sir  WiLUAM  HAR<x>iniT,:  The 
House  esprssscd  a  deli  borate  opinion 
upon  it  two  years  ago  at  my  iuTitation. 
Tne  proposition  was  that  there  should  be 
a  harbour  of  refuge  eetsbli«hed  at 
I>aver.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  preeent  when  the  sub- 
ject was  brought  forward.  [Sir  liosEST 
I^ssl:  I  was.]  Thou  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  must  know  that  the  wh<4e  matter 
was  eonsidered,  and  thst  the  House  came 
to  a  d«»ltberato  opinion  that  the  works 
»hmakl  be  done,  and  authorix«>d  the  com- 
meneiMnent  of  the  convict  prinon.  That 
was  diatinctly  the  esse  ;  and  if  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  will  refer  bsck  to  the  re- 
port of  the  debate,  he  will  tee  that  the 
whole  matter  was  fairly  placed  before  tho 
Iloute,  and  that  all  that  was  left  un* 
settled  then  was  the  exsct  plans  of  the 
breakwater,  which  were  to  tie  subject  to 
a  rensioa  and  ermsideration  afterwards. 
The  Hinise  wss  distinctly  asked  to  pledge 
atestf  to  the  proposition  that  a  break- 
water should  be  constructed  at  IX>Ter, 
aad  that  a  conTict  priiKin  should  ho  built 
for  the  purposi*  of  making  prorinion  for 
the  eooTic^s  who  wore  to  be  employ  t*d  id 
making  the  breakwater.  That  propo^i* 
tioa  was  doliberstoly  affirmed  by  the 
H«mse;  and  what  t«  now  loft  for  the 
House  of  (\>mmons  to  do  is,  to  say  what 
sum  they  propnss  to  spend  upon  thst 
breakwater.  That  i»  the  only  question 
BOW  IsH;  but  that  subjf^t  cannot  be 
raised  on  the  Vote  now  b^^fore  the  (V>m* 
mttlee.  It  can  only  bo  raided  when  the 
Ooamitlee  are  asked  for  a  Vote  to  defray 
tho  eoot  of  the  harbour,  and  the  present 


YOL.  COCII.    [rmmD  sEaias.] 


Vote  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  hsTing 
plans  prepsred. 

Os!VER%L  8ia  OEr>RO£  BALFOUR: 
The  adopiion  of  the  Vote  would  pledge 
the  Houso  to  more  then  that. 

Thb(  HANCELLOR  or  thsEXCHE- 
QUKU  v^ir  WiLUAM  HARcx)rRT):  Not 
as  I  understand  it ;  but  I  did  not  prepare 
the  Estimate.  As  I  understand  the 
matter,  it  has  been  proposed  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  making  prorision  for 
plans  in  reference  to  the  construction  of 
harbour  works.  I  am  sure  that  the  plans 
have  not  yet  been  prepared ;  of  that  I 
feel  perfectly  convinced ;  and  there  must 
be  a  further  spplication  to  the  House 
before  anything  can  be  done  in  the 
matter.  When  the  House  is  asked  to 
rote  a  sum  of  monoy  for  the  harbour 
works  the  whole  question  of  the  eon* 
struetion  of  a  harbour  of  refitge  will 
ariso,  and  it  will  then  be  open  for  the 
House  to  say  what  should  be  done.  Ho 
far  the  details  of  the  harbour  works  hsTe 
not  yet  been  laid  before  Parliament; 
but  the  House,  in  a  former  Sesnion, 
on  the  distinct  statement  that  a  harbour 
was  to  be  made,  was  committed  by  its 
action  to  the  construction  of  the  convict 
prison. 

Mr.  RTLANDS  :  I  am  quite  pre* 
pared  to  confirm  the  gooersl  statement 
which  has  been  made  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancollor  of  the' Exchequer. 
I  recollect  perfe<*tly  well  that  there  was 
a  proposition  made  by  the  Qoremment 
that  money  should  be  voted  for  the  pur* 
poee  of  building  a  prison,  with  the  uiti* 
mate  riew  of  proceeding  with  those 
harbour  works.  To  that  estent  the 
House  went.  I  am  bound  to  tnll  my 
right  hon.  Friend  opposite  the  Member 
for  Blackburn  (Sir  Robert  Pool;  that  I 
look  back  upon  the  House  of  Commons 
in  the  laU  Parliament  as  being  a  House 
as  little  disposed  to  regard  queetions  of 
economy  as  any  House  which  ever  ex* 
isted.  I  am  quite  sure  of  this— and  in 
this  respect  I  confirm  the  right  hon. 
Bsrunot's  opinion — that  the  iiouse  has 
never  yet  b(»en  plsced  in  possoM^ion  of 
any  KAtimate  of  the  probable  expendi* 
ture  on  these  works  in  such  a  manner 
as  would  justify  the  IIous**  in  voting  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  carrying  on 
works  tho  ezpedi(*Dcy  of  whith  is  more 
or  less  doubtfuL  Of  cours«>,  we  are  com- 
mitted to  the  construction  of  this  prison ; 
but,  as  I  understand  the  pres<»nt  Vote,  it 
is  a  Vote  of  £300  on  aooount  of  l>over 
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Harbour ;  and  what  I  am  afraid  is  that 
we  shall  be  told,  if  we  pass  this  Vote  of 
£300,  that  we  have  committed  ourselves 
to  a  much  greater  expenditure  for  future 
works.     I  understood  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  give  a  pledge,  which  I 
imagine  the  Government  will  not  wish 
to  depart  from,  that  before  the  House  is 
absolutely  committed  to  any  enormous 
expenditure  for  works  which  have  been 
shown  in  other  cases  to  be  useless,  the 
House  will  be  put  in  possession  of  all 
the  information  that  is  neoessaiy  to  con- 
firm their  judgment.    I  must,  however, 
remind  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Government  that  a  custom  has 
grown  up  in  Committee  of  Supply,  which 
may,  perhaps,  not  be  known  to  new 
Members   of  the  House,  by  which  a 
Member  of  the  Government  comes  down 
here  with  a  first  Vote,  and  having  ob- 
tained that  Vote  has  subsequently  con* 
tended  that  the  House  had  been  com- 
mitted to  an  expenditure  for  a  special 
object.    I,  therefore,  think  that  when 
the  Government  ask  for  a  preliminary 
Vote  they  are  bound  to  place  on  the 
Estimates  the  total  sum  which  they  ex- 
pect to  expend  hereafter.    I  recollect, 
some  years  ago,  a  proposal  being  made 
in  connection  with  a  scheme  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  on  a  plot  of  land  in 
close  contiguity  with  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament.   Upon  that  occasion  the  First 
Oommissioner  of  Works  camedown  to  the 
House  and  proposed  that  we  should  vote 
a  small  sum  of  money — some  £5,000 — 
for  preliminai^  expenses.  That  Vote  was 
not  accompanied  with  any  statement  of 
the    entire    expenditure  contemplated, 
and  on  that  ground  I  was  successful  in 
opposing  it ;  and  in  consequence  a  vexy 
la^  expenditure  for  an  unnecessaiy 
object  wasprevented.  In  this  case,  if  we 
pass  this  Vote  without  a  distinct  under- 
standing from  the  Government  we  may 
find  ourselves  committed  to  a  very  large 
expenditure  indeed  for  a  useless  purpose. 
I  know  it  is  a  thankless  duty  to  oppose 
the  expenditure  of  public  money.     I 
know  that  men  who  oppose  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  eet  far  more  abuse 
than  credit.    I  am  glad  that  the  hon. 
Member  for   the    Frome    Division   of 
Somersetshire  (^Mr.  Baker)  has  raised 
his  voice  on  this  occasion  in  favour  of 
economy,  seeing  that  he  is  one  of  the 
now  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  have  been  returned  to  this  Par- 
liadient     I  am   oonfident  that    they, 
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as  a  body,  will  not  allow  the  fact 
that  we  have  in  Office  a  Government 
which  belongs  to  their  own  Party  to 
form  any  ground  for  supporting  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  extravagant  expendi- 
ture of  public  money.  During  the  last 
Parliament,  when  a  Liberal  Government 
was  in  power,  I  constantly  endeavoured 
to  check  their  extravagance ;  but  I  do 
not  know  that  I  did  much  good.  I  re- 
ceived so  little  support  that  I  found  it 
was  hopeless  to  attempt  to  make  any 
impression  upon  the  Estimates,  which 
have  gone  on  increasing  from  year  to 
year,  until  they  are  now  a  perfect 
scandal.  With  regard  to  this  Vote  of 
£300,  and  seeing  that  we  are  bound  to 
build  a  convict  prison,  it  is  only  reason- 
able to  ask  that  we  should  have  some 
statement  as  to  what  is  the  contemplated 
amount  of  expenditure  which  will  here- 
after be  incurred.  We  certainly  ought 
to  know  the  cost  of  the  work  contem- 
plated within  £10,000,  £20,000,  or 
£30,000,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
see  in  this  Estimate  some  such  state- 
ment. At  all  events,  we  have  the  pledge 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tlutt 
in  voting  this  sum  of  £300  for  some 
purpose  which  I  do  not  exactly  under- 
stand we  are  not  committing  ourselves 
to  an  approval  of  any  scheme  of  a  large 
character,  involving  ultimately  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  expenditure. 
If  I  am  to  understand  that  no  Estimate 
will  be  taken  which  will  in  any  way  com- 
mit the  House  of  Commons  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  object  to  this  small  Vote. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  Department  with 
which  I  was  connected  in  the  last  Go- 
vernment (the  Admiralty),  although  it 
had  really  no  control  over  the  expendi- 
ture, was,  nevertheless,  the  Department 
which  was  charged  with  carrying  oat 
the  engineering  works  in  connection 
with  this  scheme.  I  may  say  that  no- 
thing in  the  shape  of  harbour  work  has 
been  executed  bv  the  late  Government, 
and  this  expenditure  of  £300  is  in- 
tended to  be  purely  preliminarT.  As 
some  questions  have  been  asked  in  re- 
ference to  what  is  thought  to  be  the 
contemplated  and  probable  cost  of  the 
works  in  connection  with  this  barfaoor, 
I  will  tell  the  Committee  what  I  underw 
stand  to  be  the  position  of  matters.  The 
question  of  Dover  Harbour,  as  most 
hon.  Members  are  aware,  has  been  oon- 
sidered  by  the  House  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  on  more  than  one  oooaaion 
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h«i  hma  r>faff»d  both  to  Meet  and 
I)«pafti»«ntal  Committor.  I  belieTtt  that 
lli«  eooduaioii  airiTed  at  by  the  variouB 
CoamittaM  waa  that  a  harbour  at  Dover 
voold  be  an  eztremelj  useful  and  aveiy 
deeirable  thing.  Yarioue  echemea  for 
that  parpote  have  been  under  conaidera- 
tkm,  ana  on  Tariona  oooasione  tohemee 
have  been  adopted ;  and  I  think  that  the 
contemplated  expenditure  upon  them 
hae  Taried  from  a  minimum  of  about 
£750,000  to  a  maximum  of  £2,500,000. 

OnBEAL  8ia  OKOKOE  BALFOUR : 
The  laat  echeme  waa  estimated  to  cost 
about  £1,000,000. 

Mn.  RITCHlfi:  Perhaps  the  hon.  and 
gallant  (Gentleman  may  possess  informa- 
tion whieh  I  do  not ;  but  m^  information 
is  that  the  scheme  involviDg  the  mini- 
mnm  of  expenditure  would  cost  about 
£750,000,  while  the  scheme  occasion- 
tng  the  maximum  outlay  would  in- 
ToTve  an  expenditure  of  £2,500,000. 
rittmately  the  question  came  to  be  one 
!M*tween  two  different  schemes  —  one 
<ieting  something  like  £1,000,000,  and 
another  costing  something  Hke£750,000; 
and  I  may  say  that  the  more  expensive 
scheme  gave  deep-water  accommodation 
in  the  harbour  to  an  extent  considerably 
irreater  than  would  bo  providtnl  by  the 
\r^i%  costly  plan  involving  an  expendi- 
tare  of  £750,000.  It  was  ultimately 
reeolved  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  1883,  as  I  understand,  to  adopt  the 
larger  of  these  two  schemes ;  and  they, 
therslore,  assented  to  a  proposal  which 
waa  made  lo  them  to  construct  a  harbour 
at  Hover,  with  a  very  large  amount  of 
deep-water  aceommodation,  the  coat  of 
which  was  to  be  something  like 
£1,100,000.  It  is,  as  far  as  I  under- 
stand, vpon  the  biiaia  of  that  assent  in 
1HH8  that  the  works  have  since  been 
pioeeeded  with;  and  the  works  have 
conststed  np  to  the  prseent,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  <Hir  William  Harcourt) 
has  stated,  of  a  convict  prison,  which 
was  neceasarr  ttr  the  purpose  of  housing 
the  convkte  to  be  employed.  Committ«*es 
have  reported,  on  several  occasions,  that 
a  harbo«r  at  I>i>ver  would  be  of  ffreat 
b«-n«i6t  both  to  the  Navy  and  the  Mer- 
r entile  Marine ;  and  when  the  harbour 
was  d««ctde  1  upon  it  waa  thought  denir* 
able  that  eonvicts  should  bt«  employed 
a|ii>n  the  works.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the  only  expenditure  iocurred  upon 
the  works  has  been  the  expenditore  in- 
cofrsd  ibr  the  eonvtet  prison.  It  follows, 


of  oourse,  that  having  gone  to  a  large 
expense  in  building  a  convict  prison, 
and  it  having  been  so  frequently  decided 
that  a  harbour  should  be  constructed, 
that  the  House  will  be  asked,  and  will 
probably  consent,  to  the  construction  of 
a  harbour.  I  may  point  out  that  it  is 
oontemplated  that  when  the  harbour  is 
completed,  which  I  understand  will  not 
be  for  16  or  20  years,  it  is  to  be  handed 
over  to  a  Dover  Harbour  Commission  ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  dues  received 
by  that  Commission  for  the  use  of  the 
harbour  would  pay  a  fair  interest  upon 
about  one-half  of  the  totsl  expendi* 
ture. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  I  do 
not  want  to  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  down  into  the  statisttca 
with  which  he  has  favoured  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  I  desire  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  one  aspect  of 
the  question  which,  up  to  the  present 
moment,  appears  to  have  been  lost  sight 
of.  It  is  proposed  to  enter  into  a  large 
expenditure  of  public  money;  but  m 
regard  to  this  particular  service  it  is 
proposed  to  expend  the  whole  of  that 
money  in  Great  Britain.  We  have  it 
upon  the  authority  of  one  of  the  chief 
officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  within 
the  last  few  weeks,  that  a  very  much 
larger  sum  is  raised  in  Ireland  by  Im- 
perial taxation  than  is  spent  in  that 
country.  We  have  for  years  been  con- 
tending that  the  distribution  of  public 
money  is  most  inequitable  as  regards 
Ireland,  and  this  is  an  illustration  of 
what  we  complained  of.  We  have  con* 
victs  in  Ireland  as  well  as  in  England, 
and  coasts  which  require  harbour  ac- 
commodation in  Ireland  aa  well  as  in  this 
country;  and  we  contribute  acooiding 
to  our  reeourcea  quite  aa  much,  as  tax- 
payers, as  those  of  England  to  the  Ihiblie 
Kxpenditure.  I  would  therefore  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  he 
proposes  to  do  in  regard  to  the  distribu* 
tion  of  the  public  money  ?  What  is  Ire« 
land  to  get  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing harbours  f 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  must  call  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  the 
fart  that  the  Question  now  before  the 
(*ommittee  is  the  Unestion  of  Dover 
Harbour,  and  that  it  is  not  eompet4*nt 
fi>r  him,  upon  that  limited  Question,  to 
enter  into  the  question  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  public  money  aa  between  the 
Three 
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Mb.  ABTHUB  O'CONNOB:  Qaito 
80.  I  compleielj  apprehend  that  point. 
Bat  we  are  asked  to  vote,  oat  of  the 
common  funda  of  the  Empire,  money 
which  is  to  g^  exclusively  for  services 
in  connection  with  England,  whereas 
nothing  whatever  is  to  be  done  for  Ire- 
land. I  object  to  the  inequality.  We 
have  a  number  of  convicts  in  Ireland 
who  used  to  be  employed  in  the  Oove  of 
Cork.  They  might  be  employed  in  the 
performance  of  precisely  similar  services 
at  Galway  and  in  other  parts  of  Ireland ; 
and  I  think  it  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  late  (Government  to  institute  some 
such  services.  Perhaps  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  call  the  attention  of  the  Oom- 
mittee,  for  a  moment,  to  the  fact  that 
on  the  coast  of  the  county  of  which  I 
am  one  of  the  Kepresentatives  —  the 
county  of  Donegal^-not  long  ago  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  gun*boats  was  lost,  be- 
cause there  was  no  accommodation  along 
that  coast  such  as  that  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  provide  on  the  Southern 
Coast  of  England.  I  would  ask  that 
hon.  Members,  before  the  assent  of  the 
Irish  Bepresentatives  is  given  or  even 
asked  for  to  this  particular  Vote,  may 
be  informed  of  the  intentions  of  the  Oo- 
Temment,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  em- 
ployment of  convicts  in  England,  but  in 
regard  to  the  public  works  of  this  de* 
soription  which  are  to  be  undertaken  in 
Ireland  as  well,  and  also  what  proportion 
of  the  Public  Expenditure  is  to  be  de- 
voted to  Ireland  for  this  kind  of  service  ? 

Tn  OH  ANCELLOB  of  tbz  EXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  Wiixiam  HjLBcoirRT) :  I 
admit  the  reasonableness  of  the  request 
of  the  hon.  Member.  It  is  only  a  reason- 
able request  that  the  employment  of 
convicts  in  useful  public  works  should 
not  be  confined  to  Ehigland,  but  that  em- 
ployment should  also  be  found  for  them 
in  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  I  can* 
not,  of  course,  aay,  off-hand,  to  what 
extent,  or  in  what  manner,  employment 
on  usefol  public  works  can  at  the  pre* 
sent  time  oe  found  for  convicts  in  Ire- 
land.  A  demand  was  made  some  time 
ago  in  reference  to  Scotland,  and  it  was 
carefully  considered.  The  Government 
were  asked  that  convict  labour  should 
be  employed  in  connection  with  certain 
public  works  in  Scotland.  I  do  not 
imow  in  what  state  the  matter  is  now ; 
but  we  did  consider  that  the  application, 
•o  far  as  the  harbonr  of  Peterhead  was 
concerned,  might  be  assented  to,  and  I 


believe  that  works  there  are  aotuallj 
goinff  on  now.  I  shall  be  quite  pr&- 
parea  to  consider  the  reasonableness  of 
employing  convict  labour  in  useful 
works  of  a  similar  character  in  Ireland. 
Captain  FIELD  :  I  would  like  to 
offer  one  word  to  the  Committee  on  this 

auestion  before  it  is  disposed  of.  I  trust 
lat  no  further  opposition  will  be  offered 
by  the  Committee  to  this  Tote.  I  speak 
as  a  naval  man,  and  I  can  say  that  all 
naval  men  warmly  support  the  Yote. 
The  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
down  complained  that  similar  convict 
labour  is  not  employed  in  Ireland.  Now, 
I  know  the  whole  of  the  coast  all  round 
Ireland,  and  I  must  congratulate  the 
Irieh  people  on  possessing  already 
magnificent  harbours  on  their  coast. 
[Colonel  Nolah:  Where?]  I  decline 
to  answer  questions  that  may  be  put  to 
me  while  I  am  addressing  the  Chairman 
of  Committees.  The  case  is  entirely  diffe- 
rent with  regard  to  the  eoast  of  England. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  no  harbour 
suitable  for  men-of-war  to  call  at  be- 
tween Portsmouth  and  Hull ;  and  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  not  only  that  this 
harbour  at  Dover  should  be  oompleted, 
but  that  other  harbours  of  refuge 
should  be  constructed.  Naval  men  have 
been  anxious  to  see  the  harbour  at  Dover 
completed ;  and  so  long  as  you  delay  its 
completion  you  can  have  very  little  re- 
gard for  your  first  line  of  defence.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  hon.  Members  quibbling 
and  carping  in  this  House  at  expenses 
of  this  kind.  I  should  have  thought 
that  the  first  maritime  country  in  the 
world  would  have  been  most  anxious  to 
spend  money  and  do  all  that  is  necessazy 
in  providing  harbours  and  coaling  stations 
for  its  Navy  and  for  its  extensive  Com* 
merdal  Msjine.  Foreigners  have  been 
astounded  at  the  apathy  of  this  oountry 
in  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  lires  of 
those  who  carry  on  their  commerce  upon 
the  high  seas.  We  are  a  wealthy  coun- 
try, and  it  is  ridiculous  for  ua  to  carp 
about  the  expenditure  of  a  few  thousand 
pounds  upon  a  harbour  which  would  be 
of  the  greatest  service  both  to  ships  of 
the  Boyal  Navy  and  of  the  Mereantilo 
Marine.  I  am  afraid  that  if  a  great 
naval  war  were  to  break  out  this  coun- 
try would  be  in  a  state  of  great  alarm 
in  regard  to  its  naval  stations;  and  I 
submit  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  provide  useful  coaling  stations 
in  the  event  of  war.    Soma  daj  the 
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CM  intrr  will  wake  up  to  a  true  aense  of 
it4  pMition ;  and  I  am  aorry  to  aee  the 
i  »p|MMiUon  which  haa  been  raiaed  to  the 
\*>10.  I  linoerely  hope  that  it  will  not 
1»A  pvrraed  farther. 

Me.  HANDKL  OOSSHAM:  There 
hare  be<^n  two  or  three  pointa  raited  tn 
t^-.c  oonrae  of  the  dioouMion  apon  which 
I  abonld  like  to  aay  a  word.  I  hare 
r.Mired  how  difflonlt  it  seema  to  be  in 
thi*  lloaae  to  check  Expenditure ;  and  I 
w<mld  a«k  hon.  Members  who  have  made 
th**tr  firat  appearance  in  the  House  to 
a««ist  by  erery  means  in  their  power  in 
cheektnf^  the  Public  Expenditure.  I 
think  there  is  no  duty  we  owe  to  the 
c^tontry  which  is  more  incumbent  upon 
un  than  that  of  securing  economy  in  the 
I-ltpenditure  of  the  country ;  and  that 
duty  falls  upon  us  with  greater  force  on 
thi*  prr«^nt  occasion  on  account  of  the 
c«»mmerrial  dopreesion  from  which  the 
r^mntty  in  sufforing.  This  ia  not  a  time 
fir  naTal  (lontlemen  to  press  upon  Par- 
liament the  n^^cfmntr  of  increasing  its 
Expenditure.  Naval  men  are  only  in- 
t!'ii<iieed  by  the  fact  that  thoy  rtH^eive  a 
gr^at  deal  more  money  than  they  pay  ; 
but  those  who  represent  the  commerce 
and  industry  of  the  country  pay  much 
more  than  they  receive.  I,  therefore, 
h(>p«  that  the  new  Members  of  this 
IIou«e  will  back  up  the  Government,  or 
any  oth^r  Party  which  triea  to  check  the 
r.i|M»nditare ;  and  I  am  glad  to  welcome 
s««tvtance  from  the  other  i«i<Jo  of  the 
ll*>Qse  in  keeping  down  Expenditure 
for  parpo4«s  of  doubtful  utility.  As- 
•tttaace  frtvm  that  sido  was  not  expected 
or  lor>ked  for ;  and  although  the  conver- 
•i  >n  of  hon.  Members  opposite  has  been 
brought  about  late  I  am  sun*  it  will  >»e 
haileid  with  satisfaction,  and  I  trust  that 
in  fnture  they  will  ccmtinue  their  asuist- 
an«^  ia  the  aame  direction  in  le«Mniog 
the  Expenditure  of  the  country,  and  in 
making  it  more  in  accordance  vith  the 
p«ition  in  which  we  stand  in  regard  to 
aiTriewltare  and  commence.  I  would 
ft^riovsly  urge  upon  the  House  the  duty 
of  exemsing  great  care  in  future  in 
regard  to  the  Expenditure  of  the  coun- 

Ma  ORBGORY:  I  may  be  very  ob* 
tase.  but  I  must  confeas  that  I  do  not 
aaderHand  the  tmq>ose  for  which  thi^ 
Vote  ia  aaked.  We  wore  originally  told 
that  the  Tote  was  only  for  a  preliminary 
survey  before  we  were  asked  to  enter 
into  a  Urga  espeoditure  for  the  pnrpoee 


of  carrying  out  plans  in  connection  with 
tho  construction  of  harbour  works,  which 
plans  were  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
before  the  expenditure  waa  entered  into. 
As  I  gather  from  the  siieechcs  which  have 
boon  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamleta  (Mr.  Ritchie)  and  others. 
Parliament  has  already  sanctioned  a 
considerable  amount  of  expenditure  in 
connection  with  these  works.  Accord- 
ing to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamleta  there  have  b(«en  two  schemea, 
one  of  which  is  to  cost  £750,000,  and 
the  other  £  1 ,000.000 ;  but  I  am  certainly 
at  a  loss  to  understand  whether  or  not 
either  of  those  schemea  haa  yet  reccivea 
the  sanction  of  Parliament.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  tells  us  that  some  £50,000  or 
£60,000  have  already  been  voted  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  a  convict 
prison  at  Dover  for  the  accommodation 
of  1,000  convicts,  who  are  to  bo  em- 
ployed in  the  erection  of  these  works. 
\Ve  an«  told  that  we  have  already,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  by  assenting  to 
that  expenditure,  committed  ourselves 
to  the  works  which  are  to  be  ultimately 
undt'Haken  in  connection  with  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbour.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  think  it  is  as  well  that 
we  should  understand  clearly  what  it  is 
we  are  asked  to  do.  It  is  true  that  this 
is  a  small  sum  ;  but  it  may  form  part  of 
a  much  larger  sum,  and  what  I  want  to 
know  is,  whether  it  does  form  part  of  a 
larger  sum  or  not  ?  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Government  have  aa  yet  given  us 
full  information  upon  that  point.  No 
doubt  right  hon.  (Gentlemen  opposite 
have  only  been  for  a  short  time  in 
Office,  and  they  may  have  had  very  little 
opportunity  for  examining  the  Esti- 
mate and  the  services  for  which  it  ia 
reouired ;  but  I  think  it  would  have  been 
well  if  it  had  been  explainf*d  that  the 
sum  asked  for  is  part  ol  a  larger  sum, 
and  if  it  had  been  indicated  what  that 
larger  sum  is  to  be.  It  ought  certainly 
to  Ih*  explained  whether,  by  passing  thia 
Vote,  we  are  aanctioning  a  larger  expen- 
diture or  not.  Until  this  is  done,  ana  we 
have  eome  asuurance  from  the  Govern- 
ment a^  to  how  this  Estimate  is  formed, 
and  to  what  account  the  money  is  to  be 
pUcod,  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  aa* 
sent  to  it. 

TnxCH  ANCELU  )R  or  the  FJCCH  E- 
QUER  Air  Willmx  HAaromT):  I 
have  already  explained  how  the  matter 
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stands.  I  have  stated  that  the  erection 
of  the  prison  was  sanctioned  in  a  pre- 
vious Session,  with  a  view  to  the  ulti- 
mate construction  of  a  breakwater  in 
Dover  Harbour.  The  prison  itself  will 
probably  take  three  or  four  years  to  build, 
and  after  it  is  completed  and  occupied  the 
harbour  works  would  be  commenced  by 
the  convicts. 

Mr.  GREGORY :  What  is  to  be  the 
cost  of  the  harbour  works  ? 

Tire  CHANCELLOR  of  thr  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Wu-UAM  IIabcoukt)  :  At 
the  express  wish  of  the  Treasury,  the 
engineering  works  in  connection  with 
the  harbour  have  been,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr. 
Ritchie)  has  stated,  intrusted  to  the 
Admiralty;  but,  of  course,  what  the 
House  ought  to  have,  before  it  sanctions 
the  final  amount  of  expenditure,  is  accu- 
rate plans  of  the  breakwater,  and  an 
estimate  of  what  it  will  cost.  As  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
has  stated,  there  have  been  two  schemes 
submitted,  one  of  which  will  cost 
£750,000  to  carry  out,  and  the  other 
£1,000,000,  which  will  give  much  better 
deep-water  accommodation.  Between 
those  two  schemes  the  House  will,  prac- 
tically, have  to  decide ;  but  in  order  to 
make  the  plana  it  is  necessary  to  take 
soundings,  to  make  surveys,  and  to  incur 
a  certain  amount  of  expenditure  in 
making  them.  Certain  preliminary  in- 
quiries have  to  be  made  by  the  Admi- 
ralty as  to  the  physical  difficulties  to  be 
overcome,  the  nature  of  the  bottom,  and 
so  forth.  Pending  the  acquisition  of 
this  necessary  preliminary  information, 
no  plans  or  estimates  of  the  harbour 
have  been  prepared  or  can  be  made,  or, 
indeed,  will  bo  reouired  for  something 
like  three  years.  Thst  is  my  answer  to 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sussex  (Mr.  Gref^ory),  what  the  money 
included  in  the  Vote  is  asked  for.  The 
object  is  to  enable  the  necessary  plans 
and  estimates  to  be  framed. 

Gexebal  Sib  GEORGE  BALFOUR  : 
I  must  object  to  the  statement  which 
has  been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  quoted  a  Memorsndum  which  has 
not  been  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  hon.  Member 
for  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  has  asked 
what  this  Vote  is  for.  I  am,  to  a  large 
extent,  responsible  for  the  estimated  sum 

Bir  William  Barcowt 


of  money  which  appears  in  the  Vote; 
and  I  am  bound  to  confirm  what  has 
been  stated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer — ^that  the  money  is  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
plans  and  making  estimates  as  to  the 
cost  of  the  works  before  undertaking 
the  construction  of  the  harbour.  Whe- 
ther the  House  is  committed  to  the 
principle  of  constructing  a  breakwater 
or  not  I  cannot  say.  My  hon.  Friend 
has  said  that  the  present  Government 
have  not  been  long  in  Office ;  but  he  has 
himself  been  for  a  long  period  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  he  must  be 
aware  that  the  House  has  already  sanc- 
tioned the  expenditure  required  for  the 
building  of  the  convict  prison  at  Dover, 
and  he  must  also  know  what  the  pur- 
pose is  for  which  it  has  been  decided  to 
remove  the  convicts  there — namely,  to 
find  them  employment  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  proposed  harbour  works.  Ii 
has  certainly  never  been  the  intention  of 
the  House  to  sanction  the  larse  expendi- 
ture which  has  already  been  incurred  in 
connection  with  the  building  of  a  convict 
prison,  unless  it  was  also  intended  to 
U3e  the  labour  which  it  is  proposed  to 
transfer.  I  can  assure  my  hon.  Friend 
that  this  expenditure  is  necessary  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Treasury  that  there  should  be 
an  estimate  of  the  total  cost  of  the 
harbour. 

Ma.  LABOUCHERE :  This  is  one  of 
the  Estimates  which  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  regard  with  a  certain 
amount  of  suspicion.  Wlienever  the 
two  Front  Benches  agree  upon  an  Esti- 
mate I  think  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
every  independent  Member  to  oppose  it. 
But  when  with  that  union  between  the 
two  Front  Benches  we  have  the  Naval 
Members  of  the  House  getting  up  and 
pressing  us  to  spend  a  little  more  money 
there  is  additional  reason  for  opposing 
the  Vote.  I  have  listened  attentively  to 
the  discussion  which  has  taken  place, 
and  I  think  that  it  explains,  to  some 
extent,  the  manner  in  wnich  the  public 
money  is  wasted  and  squandered  m  this 
country.  It  appears  to  have  occurred 
to  someone  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing, 
in  a  general  sort  ol  way,  to  construct  a 
harbour  at  Dover,  or  to  extend  the 
existing  harbour  by  boilding  a  break- 
water. A  practical  man  mi|^t  be  sup- 
posed to  consider,  in  the  fint  instance, 
what  the  cost  would  be;   but  I  now 
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fpuhcr  from  the  hon.  Uember  for  Leeds 
Mr  Jaokeon)  that  this  ie  a  Coneenrative 
Vote,  and  that  we  aro  asked,  in  the  first 
iostanee,  to  pass  the  Vote,  and  then 
aM<<>rtain  what  the  expense  of  the  works 
will  he.  [Mr.  Jacksox  :  No.]  Well,  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  much  to  choose, 
in  these  matters,  between  one  side  of  the 
House  and  another.  Each  is  j ust  as  bad 
as  the  other.  At  anr  rate,  some  Gentle- 
men sitting  on  the  Front  Benches  have 
eome  to  the  eondnsion  that  there  ought 
tu  be  an  extension  of  Dover  Harbour. 
In  saoh  a  case,  what  oourie  would  busi- 
men  have  taken  ?  Thej  would  have 
rtained,  in  the  first  instance,  what 
the  harbour  would  cost. 

TueCHAN(  'ELLOR  of  the  EXCHE. 
UrEIt  8ir  WsLUAX  Haecocet)  :  We 
had  a  Oommittee. 

Me.  I^BOdCHERE :  They  had  a 
Committee.  We  know  very  well  what 
that  means.  The  Committee  said — "  Let 
us  first  build  a  pri»on  in  which  to  lodge 
the  eonvicts  who  are  to  build  the  har- 
bour." They  spend  a  good  deal  of 
money — I  do  not  know  how  many  thou- 
sands of  pounds — in  building  this  prison, 
aad  thee  theChancellor  of  th«*  Exchoqaer 
t^Us  us  the  Admiralty  and  the  Treasury 
iodalge  in  a  little  correspondence.  Two 
plans  were  tubmittiH),  one  of  which  is  to 
cost  £750,000,  and  the  other  £  1 .000,000. 
How  were  these  plans  made  ?  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Excbequ(*r  tolls  us  wo  must 
exMod  a  c<*rtain  amount  of  monoy  in 
ord<^  to  make  a  plan ;  but  it  appears 
that  there  was  a  plsn  made  which  was 
oooaidered  both  by  the  Treaauiy  and  the 
AdmiraltT. 

TdeOHAXCELLOR  or  tbe  EXCHE- 
(iUElt  ^8ir  William  HAEa>uET):  Ayesr 
ago. 

Mm.  LABOUCHERE :  A  year  ago, 
aad  yet  it  is  nectHhswy  now  to  mue 
aonrvys  and  soundings  and  borings,  in 
order  to  decide  how  to  make  this  har^ 
Kior.  I  suDpose  the  Committee,  before 
they  arrirod  at  a  decision,  had  some 
sett  of  evidence  before  them,  and  there 
mast  have  been  plans  liefore  the  Admi- 
ralty aad  Treasoiy  without  these  borings 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer 
tells  as  must  now  be  made.  I  suppose 
that  these  plans  have  been  put  away  in 
•oma  pigeon*hoU  and  forgotten ;  and 
mom  we  are  lo  begin  all  over  again  in 
order  to  prepare  sooadings  and  plans. 
Wa  are  told  that  some  iMourera  hare 
hsiad,  soma  oSeaa  obtainedy  and 


we  are  asked  to  psss  the  salary  of  a  fore* 
man  of  works.  But,  at  present,  we  do 
not  know  what  the  plans  are  to  cost. 
Let  us  hare  something  clearly  before  us 
in  order  to  show  us  what  we  are  pledged 
to  before  we  pass  this  Vote.  Let  us 
have  some  sufficient  data  as  to  the 
soundings  and  borings  in  order  that  we 
may  ascertain  approximately  what  the 
harbour  will  cost.  As  this  is  almost  the 
first  Vote  proposed  in  the  new  Parlia^ 
ment,  I  think  that  we  ought  to  inaugu* 
rate  our  opinion  of  officialdom  by  at 
once  voting  against  it. 

OoL05BL  NOLAN:  I  want  to  point 
out  one  thing  in  regard  to  which  the 
late  Secretary  to  the  Admiraltr  (Mr. 
Ritchie)  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer appear  to  be  agreed.  What  I 
complain  of  is  the  way  in  which  the  Esti- 
mates are  presented  to  Parliament.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
(Mr.  Ritchie)  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  have  told  us  that  this  Esti- 
mate is  not  for  the  harbour ;  and  yet  we 
are  asked  to  vote  an  Estimate  "  of  the 
amountroqnired  in  the  year  1 8ft6  towards 
the  expense  of  constructing  a  new  har- 
bour at  Dover.''  A  Vote  of  £300  is 
hardly  worth  discussing  if  tt  were  not 
for  the  fact  that  it  may  he  taken  to  have 
pledged  the  country  to  the  construction 
of  a  harbour.  I  was  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  sat  to  inquire  into  the 
question  of  constructing  harbours  of 
refuge ;  and  it  was  clearly  pointed  out 
that  several  harbours  of  refuge  are  re- 
quired, not  only  at  Dover,  useful  as  a 
harbour  may  be  there,  not  only  aa  a 
naval  station,  but  aa  a  harbour  of  re- 
fuge, and  also  in  other  situations  along 
the  coasts  of  the  Three  Kingdoms.  I 
am  not  going  to  propose  that  Parlia- 
ment should  spend  tne  monev  of  the 
country  in  constructing  the  harbours  of 
refuge  recommended  by  the  Committee ; 
but  the  point  I  wish  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  (%>mmitt<«e  to  is  thst  i>oint 
which  was  raiiied  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  Eastern  Division  of 
iMnegal  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  that  the 
Committee  prop('iu*d  several  harbours 
for  Ireland  aa  well  a^  for  England.  But 
what  happened?  I  suppose  that  the 
late  (lovemment  are  rt'sponsible  for  it ; 
but  the  late  Government  last  yesr  pro- 
posted  an  Estimate  for  a  harbour  st 
Peterhead,  in  Scotland,  and  the  late 
(^ovamment  adopted  tt»  and  passed  it. 
The  new  Oovemment  have  now  Intro- 
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stands.  I  have  stated  that  the  erection 
of  the  prison  was  sanctioned  in  a  pre- 
vious Session,  with  a  view  to  the  ulti- 
mate construction  of  a  breakwater  in 
Dover  Harbour.  The  prison  itself  will 
probably  take  throe  or  four  years  to  build, 
and  after  it  is  completed  and  occupied  the 
harbour  works  would  be  commenced  by 
the  convicts. 

Mb.  GREGORY :  What  is  to  be  the 
cost  of  the  harbour  works  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  thr  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  WiLUAM  IIabcoubt)  :  At 
the  express  wish  of  the  Treasury,  the 
engineering  works  in  connection  with 
the  harbour  have  been,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr. 
Ritchie)  has  stated,  intrusted  to  the 
Admiralty ;  but,  of  course,  what  the 
House  ought  to  have,  before  it  sanctions 
the  final  amount  of  expenditure,  is  accu- 
rate plans  of  the  breakwater,  and  an 
estimate  of  what  it  will  cost.  As  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
has  stated,  there  have  been  two  schemes 
submitted,  one  of  which  will  cost 
£750,000  to  carry  out,  and  the  other 
£1,000,000,  which  will  give  much  better 
deep-water  accommodation.  Between 
those  two  schemes  the  House  will,  prac- 
tically, have  to  decide ;  but  in  order  to 
make  the  plans  it  is  necessary  to  take 
soundings,  to  make  surveys,  and  to  incur 
a  certain  amount  of  expenditure  in 
making  them.  Certain  preliminary  in- 
quiries have  to  be  made  by  the  Admi- 
ralty as  to  the  physical  difficulties  to  be 
overcome,  the  nature  of  the  bottom,  and 
so  forth.  Pending  the  acquisition  of 
this  necessary  preliminary  information, 
no  plans  or  estimates  of  the  harbour 
have  been  prepared  or  can  be  made,  or, 
indeed,  will  be  required  for  something 
like  three  years.  That  is  my  answer  to 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sussex  (Mr.  Gref^ory),  what  the  money 
included  in  the  Vote  is  asked  for.  The 
object  is  to  enable  the  necessary  plans 
and  estimates  to  be  framed. 

Oexbbal  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR  : 
I  must  object  to  the  statement  which 
has  been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  quoted  a  Memorandum  which  has 
not  been  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  hoo.  Member 
lor  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  has  adced 
what  this  Vote  is  for.  I  am,  to  a  large 
extent,  responsible  for  the  estimated  sum 
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of  money  which  appears  in  the  Vote; 
and  I  am  bound  to  confirm  what  has 
been  stated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer — that  the  money  is  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
plans  and  making  estimates  as  to  the 
cost  of  the  works  before  undertaking 
the  construction  of  the  harbour.  Whe- 
ther the  House  is  committed  to  the 
principle  of  constructing  a  breakwater 
or  not  I  cannot  say.  My  hon.  Friend 
has  said  that  the  present  Government 
have  not  been  long  in  0£&ce ;  but  he  has 
himself  been  for  a  long  period  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  he  must  be 
aware  that  the  House  has  already  sanc- 
tioned the  expenditure  required  for  the 
building  of  the  convict  prison  at  Dover, 
and  he  must  also  know  what  the  pur- 
pose is  for  which  it  has  been  decidea  to 
remove  the  convicts  there — namely,  to 
find  them  employment  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  proposed  harbour  works.  I( 
has  certainly  never  been  the  intention  of 
the  House  to  sanction  the  larse  expendi- 
ture which  has  already  been  incurred  in 
connection  with  the  building  of  a  convict 
prison,  unless  it  was  also  intended  to 
uae  the  labour  which  it  is  proposed  to 
transfer.  I  can  assure  my  hon.  Friend 
that  this  expenditure  is  necessary  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Treasury  that  there  should  be 
an  estimate  of  the  total  cost  of  the 
harbour. 

Me.  LABOnCHERE :  This  is  one  of 
the  Estimates  which  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  regard  with  a  certain 
amount  of  suspicion.  Whenever  the 
two  Front  Benches  agree  upon  an  Esti- 
mate I  think  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
every  independent  Member  to  oppose  it. 
But  when  with  that  union  between  the 
two  Front  Benches  we  have  the  Naval 
Members  of  the  House  getting  up  and 
pressing  us  to  spend  a  little  more  money 
there  is  additional  reason  for  opposing 
the  Vote.  I  have  listened  attentively  to 
the  discussion  which  has  taken  place, 
and  I  think  that  it  explains,  to  some 
extent,  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
money  is  wasted  and  squandered  m  this 
country.  It  appears  to  have  occurred 
to  someone  thst  it  would  be  a  good  thing, 
in  a  general  sort  of  way,  to  construct  a 
harbour  at  Dover,  or  to  extend  the 
existing  harbour  by  building  a  break- 
water. A  practical  man  mi|^t  be  sup* 
posed  to  consider,  in  the  first  instance, 
what  the  cost  would  be;   but  I  now 
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f(alli«r  from  the  hon.  Uember  for  Leeds 
Mr.  Jaekeon)  that  this  t«  a  CooeenratiTe 
Vot#,  and  that  we  are  asked,  in  the  first 
iastanoe,  to  pass  the  Vote,  and  then 
ast^iiain  what  the  expense  of  the  works 
wUl  he.  [Mr.  Jacksox  :  No.]  WeU,  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  much  to  choose, 
in  theee  matters,  hetween  one  side  of  the 
tlooae  and  another.  £aoh  is  just  as  bad 
aa  the  other.  At  aaj  rate,  some  Gentle- 
men sitting  on  the  Front  Benches  have 
cone  to  the  oondusion  that  there  ought 
to  be  an  extension  of  Dorer  Harbour. 
In  such  a  case,  what  course  would  busi- 
neaa  men  have  taken  ?  Thejr  would  have 
aeeertained,  in  the  first  instance,  what 
the  harbour  would  cost. 

TnECHAN('ELIX)R  or  the  EXCOE- 
QrElt  ,8ir  WiujAX  Habcoubt):  We 
had  a  Committee. 

Ma.  LABOUCHERE:  They  had  a 
Committee.  We  know  Terj  well  what 
that  means.  The  Committee  said — **  Let 
tts  first  build  a  prison  in  which  to  lodge 
the  convicts  who  are  to  build  the  har- 
bour.*'  The  J  spend  a  good  deal  of 
money — I  do  not  know  how  many  thou* 
sands  of  pounds — ^in  building  this  prison, 
aad  then  theChancellor  of  tho  Exrh(H)uer 
tWls  us  the  Admiralty  and  the  Treasury 
indulge  in  a  little  correspondence.  Two 
plans  were  submitt<*d,  one  of  which  is  to 
coa  £750,000,  and  the  other  £  1 .000,000. 
How  were  these  plans  made  ?  The  Chan- 
rrllor  of  the  Excbequor  tolls  us  we  must 
exMod  a  c«*rtain  amount  of  money  in 
ord<Y  to  make  a  plan ;  but  it  appears 
that  there  was  a  plan  made  which  was 
eonaidersd  both  by  the  Treasury  and  the 
AdmiraltT. 

TnK(n'lANCELLOR  or  thx  EXCIIE* 
QrUt  vSir  WiLUUi  Habcuurt):  A  year 
ago. 

Mm.  LABOUCHERE:  A  year  ago, 
aad  yel  it  is  nectHhswy  now  to  make 
aaireys  and  soundings  and  borings,  in 
order  %o  decide  how  to  make  this  har^ 
boor.  I  sntipo«e  the  Committee,  before 
they  arrivea  at  a  decision,  had  Rome 
eett  of  evidence  before  them,  and  there 
mmtX  have  been  plans  before  the  Admi- 
ralty aad  Treasury  without  these  borings 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
taUs  ua  must  now  be  made.  I  suppose 
that  thsai  plana  hare  been  put  away  in 
aona  pigeon*hole  and  forgotten ;  and 
mom  wa  are  lo  begin  all  oTer  again  in 
order  to  prepare  soundings  and  plans. 
Wa  are  told  that  soma  iMotirera  have 
hsrad,  aoma  oSaaa  obtained,  and 


we  are  asked  to  pass  the  salary  of  a  fore* 
man  of  works.  But,  at  present,  we  do 
not  know  what  the  plans  aro  to  cost. 
Let  us  hare  something  clearly  before  us 
in  order  to  show  us  what  we  are  pledged 
to  before  we  pass  this  Vote.  Let  ua 
hare  some  sufficient  data  as  to  the 
soundings  and  borings  in  order  that  we 
may  ascertain  approximately  what  the 
harbour  will  coat.  As  this  is  almost  the 
first  Vote  proposed  in  the  new  Parlia* 
meot,  I  think  that  we  ought  to  inaugu* 
rate  our  opinion  of  officialdom  by  at 
once  voting  against  it 

OoLoxxL  NOLAN :  I  want  to  point 
out  one  thing  in  regard  to  which  the 
late  Secretary  to  the  Admiraltr  (Mr. 
Ritchie)  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer appear  to  be  agreed.  What  I 
complain  of  is  the  way  in  which  the  £sti« 
mates  are  presented  to  Parliament  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 

iMr.  Ritchie)  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
[Exchequer  hare  told  us  that  this  E«iti- 
mate  is  not  for  the  harbour ;  and  yet  we 
are  asked  to  vote  an  Estimate  "  of  the 
amountrcquired  in  the  year  1 886  towards 
the  expense  of  oonstructing  a  now  har- 
bour at  Dover.*'  A  Vote  of  £300  is 
hardly  worth  discussing  if  tt  were  not 
for  the  fact  that  it  may  be  taken  to  have 
pledged  the  country  to  the  construction 
of  a  harbour.  I  was  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  aat  to  inquire  into  the 
question  of  conatructing  harbours  of 
refuge  ;  and  it  waa  clearly  pointed  out 
that  several  harbours  of  refuge  are  re- 
quired, not  only  at  Dover,  useful  aa  a 
harbour  may  be  there,  not  only  aa  a 
naval  atation,  but  aa  a  harbour  of  re- 
fuge, and  also  in  other  situations  along 
the  coasts  of  the  Three  Kingdoms.  I 
am  not  going  to  propose  that  Parlia- 
ment should  spend  tne  monev  of  the 
country  in  constructing  the  harbours  of 
refuge  recommended  by  the  Committee ; 
but  the  point  I  wish  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  <\>mmitt«M»  to  is  thst  ]K>int 
which  waa  raiiied  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  M<»mbi*r  for  the  Eastern  Division  of 
1  Donegal  (Mr.  A.  0*Connor,>  that  the 
(Nimmittee  prop«>»«*d  several  harbours 
fc»r  Ireland  aa  woll  a«  for  England.  But 
what  happened?  I  suppose  that  the 
late  Qovemment  are  r<*sponsible  for  it; 
but  the  late  Government  Isst  yesr  pro- 
pos4*d  an  Estimate  for  a  harbour  st 
roterhead,  in  Scotland,  and  the  late 
(hyvemment  adopted  it  and  passed  it 
The  new  Ooremment  have  now  intxo- 
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duced  another  Estimate,  and  the  late 
Goyemment  are  goinp^  to  support  it. 
Both  Parties  adopt  the  same  course. 
One  Party  submits  an  Estimate,  and  the 
other  passes  it.  Already  a  sum  of 
£600,000  or  £700,000  has,  I  believe, 
been  voted  for  the  harbour  works  at 
Peterhead.  I  do  not  at  all  object  to 
that,  because  I  believe  that  it  will  be  a 
very  useful  work.  These  harbour  works 
at  Dover  are  to  cost  £1,000,000.  But 
the  harbours  of  Ireland  have  had  no 
attention  paid  to  them  at  all ;  and  when 
we  put  a  Question  upon  the  subject  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  he  told  us  that  he 
had  not  yet  made  up  his  mind  about  it. 
I  allude  to  the  proposal  which  has  been 
made  for  employing  convicts  at  Galway, 
in  regard  to  which  a  Question  was  put 
to  the  Government  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Donegal  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor).  I  maintain  that  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  make  up  their  minds 
upon  the  matter.  The  position  of  Gal- 
way Harbour  is,  I  apprehend,  very  simi- 
lar to  that  of  Peterhead ;  but  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gbvemment  have  already  gone 
to  a  large  expenditure  in  Scotland, 
while  they  have  entirely  neglected  the 
interests  of  Ireland.  I  am  not  against 
the  principle  of  providing  Scotland 
with  harbours  of  refuge ;  but  I  think 
that  the  Government,  having  put  down 
£750,000  for  Peterhead,  should  putdown 
£1,000,000  or  £1,500,000  for  Dover,  in- 
stead of  this  miserable  sum  of  £300, 
and  should  then  make  provision  for  the 
construction  of  similar  works  at  Ghalway. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  South 
Sussex  (Captain  Field)  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  are  plenty  of  harbours 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland;  but 
when  I  challenged  him  he  was  unable 
to  point  out  one  really  good  harbour. 
If  he  will  study  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Harbours  of  Befuge,  he  will 
see  that  although  there  may  be  plenty 
of  good  roads  and  bays  there  is  not  one 
really  adequate  harbour. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILSON :  This  question 
of  harbour  accommodation  upon  the 
Coast  of  England  has  been  lUscussed 
repeatedly  in  this  House,  not  only  in 
connection  with  Dover,  but  with  other 
parts  of  the  Kingdom.  It  has  been 
oontended  that  the  establishment  of  new 
harbours,  instead  of  being  of  advantage 
to  the  oommercial  interests  of  the  ooun* 
tiy,  would  simply  be  a  sonroe  of  ex* 


pense,  involving  the  outlay  of  a  sum  of 
money  variously  estimated  from  £750,000 
to  £  1 ,000,000,  and  also  lead  the  Bailway 
Companies  in  connection  with  such  har* 
hours  to  damage  existing  interests  by 
endeavouring  to  divert  existing  trades 
to  a  harbour  made  by  public  money. 
It  is  proposed  to  expend  this  money 
upon  harbour  works,  which  are  con- 
sidered to  be  altogether  unnecessary, 
instead  of  giving  relief  to  the  taxes 
upon  shipping.  One  demand  has  eon- 
tinually  been  made  upon  the  Govern- 
ment by  those  who  are  engaged  in  carry- 
ing on  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and 
that  is  to  relieve  them  from  the  pay- 
ment of  light  dues.  I  would  throw  out 
that  as  a  suggestion,  and  I  shall  cer- 
tainly vote  against  any  expenditure  in 
extending  the  harbour  at  Dover.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  work  that  is  un- 
called for,  and  not  required  by  the  com- 
merce of  the  country. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  have  Ustened 
attentively  to  the  different  explanations 
which  have  been  made  in  regard  to  this 
Vote;  and  I  want  now  to  understand 
distinctly  what  I  am  voting  for.  Accord- 
ing to  the  explanation  which  has  been 
given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer and  the  late  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty (Mr.  Bitchie),  the  Vote  is  re- 
quired for  preliminary  expenses — or  for 
a  portion  only  of  the  preliminary  ex- 
penses. I  think  the  Committee  ought 
to  know,  before  they  vote  this  money, 
what  is  the  total  preliminary  expense  to 
be  voted. 

Mx.  ILLINGWORTH :  I  think  that, 
at  any  rate,  this  discussion  will  prove 
to  be  serviceable  in  one  respect.  If  it 
is  said  that  we  are  to  vote  this  sum  of 
£300  without  an  Estimate  of  the  total 
cost  of  the  works,  and  simply  as  a  pre- 
liminary step  towards  an  inquiry  which 
may  enable  the  country  to  determine 
whether  the  enormous  expenditure  of 
money  which  is  contemplated  in  connec- 
tion with  Dover  Harbour  shall  take 
place,  I  think  there  is  great  force  in 
what  was  said  by  the  senior  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labonchere)  that 
the  whole  proceeding  in  regard  to  this 
Vote  is  of  a  most  unbusinesslike  cha- 
racter. The  main  question,  what  ex- 
penditure is  to  be  incurred  at  Dover,  is 
not  before  us;  and  certainly  that  is  a 
point  which  ought  to  be  considered,  as 
well  as  this  preliminaxy  outlay  involvieg 
soundings^  borings,  and  the  pxeparalioii 
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of  plmna.  We  are  told  that  vhen  theM« 
pUiis  have  b«on  prepared  and  are  sob- 
mitted  to  Parliament,  with  an  Estimate 
baaed  on  them,  that  then  the  question 
will  ariee  whether  a  harbour  at  Dover 
ahall  be  eonatmcted  or  not,  and  that 
the  erortion  of  tho  convict  prison  ie  a 
aeeoodaiir  matter.  Now,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Hooae  and  the  Committee  have 
already  been  committed  to  this  scheme 
by  the  oooree  which  has  been  taken  with 
refcard  to  it,  and  that  they  are  aelf-oon* 
d«-mned  f^r  an  act  of  folly  in  having  ez- 
peoded  more  than  £50,000  in  the  shape 
of  prelimiaaiT  expenditure  in  connec- 
tion with  a  harbour  at  Dover  by  the 
bnildiag  of  the  convict  prison.  At  any 
rata,  the  country  is  committed  to  the 
expenditore  of  this  £50,000  ;  but 
Ut  it  be  elearlr  underatood,  from  the 
Front  Bench,  that  it  is  committed  to 
nothing  beyond  that  aam,  and  that  we 
•hall  hereafter  be  able  to  go  into  the 
whole  of  thia  question,  without  reference 
to  this  paltry  Vote,  aa  to  whether  the 
harbour  ia  to  be  built  or  not  I  do  not 
think  it  wonld  be  wiae  to  object  to  a 
Vote  of  this  character,  which  I  take  to 
be  abeolntely  neceesary  before  an  £sti- 
mate  of  the  total  expense,  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  can  be  pre- 
|iared.  There  must  be  a  preliminary 
taveecigation  by  taking  the  neceesary 
•onadinga  and  borings ;  and  I  would 
remind  the  (*ommittee  that  only  in  too 
maar  eases  tho  country  has  b<*en  involved 
in  donble  the  outlay  suggested  when 
the  original  I-lstimatea  were  given. 

1Ir«  J01IN8 :  I  am  sorry  to  find  my* 
self  obliged  to  differ  from  several  of  the 
hoa.  Mmnbers  who  hava  spoken  on  tbis 
^•the  liberal^side  of  the  House.  It 
seems  to  me  that,  aa  the  two  Front 
Beaehea  have  agreed,  that  fact  has  ren« 
dated  it  mors  n«cMsai^  that  the  work 
ahoald  be  pri>ceeded  with.  It  appears 
alao  to  have  been  agreed  many  years  ago 
that  this  harbourooght  to  beoonstnteted. 
*'No!"J  Pardon  me  for  saying  so; 
Kut  il  that  were  not  toe  fact  the  erec- 
tAua  of  a  convict  prisoa  in  this  position 
woald  have  been  an  abeordity.  I  main- 
tain  that  no  Govemmeat  would  ever 
have  thooght  of  placing  a  convict  prison 
at  Dover,  unless  it  was  for  the  purpoee 
which  haa  been  described  from  the  two 
Froat  Benehea  namely,  the  employ* 
meat  of  the  coavicts  upon  the  constrao* 
tioa  ol  these  great  works.  Althoagh 
va  aMiy  tkfpmt  to  ba  Tory  ecoaomisal 


in  the  fiaoe  of  the  country,  I  am  alhud 
that  we  are  certainly  very  wasteful  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  and  that  hon. 
Members  have  been  occupying  the  valu* 
able  time  of  the  House  in  an  unreaaon- 
able  mannor  this  evening.  As  a  prac- 
tical man  I  have  had  much  to  do  with 
the  expenditure  of  money  upon  pub* 
lie  works ;  and  I  say  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  anybody  to  know  even  wnat 
the  preliminary  expensoa  of  a  work  of 
thia  descripti<m  will  amount  to.  You 
must  go  on  piece  by  piece,  and  it  ia  only 
as  you  discover  what  the  soundings  and 
what  the  borings  and  the  physical  diffi- 
culties are  that  you  can,  for  a  moment, 
arrive  at  anything  like  what  your  per- 
manent Katimate  is  to  bo.  And  I  may 
tell  the  f /oromittoe,  further,  that  after  a 
permanent  Estimate  has  been  arrived  nt 
It  is  certain  that  it  will  be  exceeded  in 
tho  natural  course  of  events.  No  en* 
gineer,  however  eminent  he  may  be, 
has  ever  executed  a  large  work  of  this 
character  within  his  estimatee.  Ho 
cannot  do  it.  He  can  only  do  the 
best  possible  ;  and  as  the  two  Front 
Benches  have  agreed  that  this  work 
ought  to  be  done,  it  follows  that  the 
money  required  for  the  preparation  of 
plana  should  be  voted  without  any 
more  dtscusftion.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  senior  Member  for  Northampton 
;Mr.  Labouchere)  that  aa  the  two  Front 
Benehea  are  agreed  npon  this  matter 
we  ought  to  disagree  and  reject  the 
Vote.  If  that  ia  to  W  the  case,  wo  had 
better  do  away  with  the  two  Front 
Benehea  altogether,  and  leave  the  inde- 
oendent  Members  of  the  House  to  con- 
duct the  whole  of  the  Businees  of  th  e 
country.  I  trust  that  the  Vote  will  be 
agreed  to  at  once,  aa  it  afforda  the  only 
possible  and  practical  mode  of  dealing 
with  the  question. 

Tnn  SKCRETAMY  to  the  ADMI- 
BAI.TY  (Mr.  HiaaBar  :  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  before  this  discus* 
sion  doses.  As  to  the  question  whether 
the  House  of  Commons  have  agreed  to 
the  policy  of  constructing  a  harbour  of 
refuge  at  Dover.  I  believe  that  that 
question  waa  settled  bv  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  that  decision  was  only 
come  to  after  very  careful  eonsideratioa 
had  been  given  to  the  subject  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House.  After  that  const* 
deration  it  waa  decided,  not  only  by  the 
Hooie  Office,  but  by  the  Admiralty  and 
V  that  a  eomnMBcemsat  might 
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be  made  at  Dover  in  the  arran^mentB 
that  were  necessary  for  carrying  out 
this  great  work.  With  respect  to  that 
portion  of  the  expenditure  which  relates 
to  makiug  provision  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  conyiots,  that  has  abroady, 
I  believe,  been  passed  by  the  House  of 
Commons ;  and  the  policy  involved  in 
the  erection  of  the  convict  prison  has 
been  agreed  to  by  the  House.  I  myself 
remember  a  discussion  upon  this  ques- 
tion when  it  was  decided  that,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  works  carried  on  by  the 
convicts  at  Chatham  and  Portsmouth 
being  likely  to  come  to  an  end  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  years,  it  was  de- 
sirable to  find  other  work  for  the  con- 
victs iu  some  other  place.  Upon  that 
occasion  it  was  decided  that  the  convict 
establishments  ought  to  be  transferred 
from  Chatham  and  Portsmouth  to  Dover, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  upon 
the  proposed  harbour  works.  The  ex- 
penditure of  the  £300  now  before  the 
Committee— and  probably  a  further  sum 
may  be  asked  for  in  the  Estimates  of 
next  year — is  really  an  economical  pro- 
ceeding. It  is  meant  to  obtain  infor- 
mation before  you  decide  upon  spending 
your  money;  and  I  think,  upon  this 
ground,  that  it  is  a  very  proper  thing  to 
vote  this  £300,  and  also  any  further 
expenditure  that  may  be  asked  for  in 
order  to  obtain  proper  and  full  informa- 
tion. If  the  Qovernment  were  to  begin 
with  any  proposal  for  expenditure  upon 
a  work  of  this  kind  without  taking 
borings  and  soundings,  and  deciding 
what  the  nature  of  the  works  for  the 
harbour  of  refuge  was  to  be,  they 
might  be  open  to  blame  for  making  such 
a  proposal.  But  what  is  proposed  to  be 
done  is  simplv  to  obtain  information  in 
order  to  enable  the  Admiralty  to  prepare 
plans,  and  to  have  an  Estimate  made  as 
to  what  the  cost  of  the  works  will  be. 
When  those  plans  shall  have  been  pre- 
pared, and  the  Estimate  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  the  time  will  have 
come  when  the  House  will  have  to  de« 
cide  whether  they  will  carry  out  such 
plans  or  not.  I  believe  that  the  pro- 
ceeding involved  in  the  present  Vote  it 
really  an  economical  one,  and  one  which 
the  House  ought  to  assent  to. 

Vote  fffr#Mf  to. 

Clam  U. — Salabtics  axd  Exfxvsis  oj 
OivxL  DiPAmTiairTs. 
(4.)  £460,  House  of  Oommons  Oflloee. 
i6*.  Bihi^ri 


(5.)  £3,730,  Foreign  Office. 

Mb.  EYLANDS  :  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  an  item 
in  this  Vote,  which,  I  think,  is  one  that 
requires  careful  explanation  and  eluci- 
dation. For  several  years  past  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Foreign  Office  for  tele- 
grams has  been  very  larse  indeed ;  and 
when  complaints  have  oeen  made  in 
Committee  of  Supply,  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  has,  on 
several  occasions,  nven  a  distinct  under- 
taking that  the  Foreign  Office  would 
make  a  careful  examination  into  this 
expenditure  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  there  was  any  possibility  of 
reducing  it.  Now,  the  expenditure 
under  this  head  in  the  present  Vote 
includes  an  additional  sum  of  nearly 
£3,000,  the  original  Estimate  of  the 
Foreign  Office  telegraphic  expenses 
having  been  £10,000^-thus  making 
£13,000  altogether.  I  do  not  knovr 
whether  hon.  Members,  who  have  only 
recently  had  an  opportunity  of  read- 
ing the  Blue  Books  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  Honse  since  the  new  Parliament  as- 
sembled, have  read  the  Blue  Book  upon 
Foreign  Affairs.  It  is  important  that 
they  should  do  so;  and  they  will  find 
that  a  number  of  despatches  are  stated 
to  have  been  received  by  telegram.  Of 
course,  it  is  necessary  that  the  House  of 
Commons  should  vote  the  money  re- 
quired to  pay  for  the  telegraphic  charges 
of  the  Foreign  Office.  But  our  com- 
plaint, year  iiter  year,  against  the  Fo- 
reign Office  is  that  thev  have  encouraged 
our  Ministers  abroad,  and  that  they 
themselves  at  the  Foreign  Office  have 
adopted  the  same  plan^  in  sendine  de- 
snatches  by  telegraph  when  there  is  no 
aosolute  necessity  for  telegraphing.  I 
have  no  wish  to  occupy  Uie  attention 
of  the  Committee  by  giving  special 
instances ;  but  I  certainly  wish  to  press 
upon  hon.  Members  that  a  perusal  of 
some  of  the  teleg^ms  which  appear 
in  the  Blue  Book  recently  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  justify  my  assertion 
that  they  are  such  as  no  business  man 
would  ever  have  dreamt  of  incurring  the 
cost  of  sending  by  telegraph  wire. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  them  migntiust  as 
easily  have  been  sent  by  the  Foreign 
Office  through  the  post,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  sending  them  by  telegraph 
wire  saved  to  the  ooantry.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affaiis  (Mr.  Biyoe)  wiU,  I  am 
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3mtm  tortt  bring  hit  mind  to  b«ar  apon 
ii9  point  whon  he  hni  had  more  expo* 
rionoe  of  tbo  dutiee  of  the  Office  to  which 
he  bee  reoentlj  been  appointed.  Ui« 
IVedeceeeort — Iheright  hon.  Member  for 
Cheben  nnd  Lord  £.  Fitsmaarice — pro* 
mieed  me  that  thej  would  do  ao.  My  uon. 
Friend  i«  freeh  to  the  Office ;  and  I  hope 
he  will  bring  new  xeal  and  energy  to  the 
diecharge  of  its  duties.  I  ask  him  to 
look  at  the  number  of  telegraphic  de- 
spatches which  have  been  sent  to  the 
>ur»ign  Office  from  Constantinople,  and 
which  are  eontained  in  the  Blue  Book 
laid  upon  the  Table  in  connection  with 
the  MtMion  to  the  Kast  of  ^^ir  Henry 
Dnunmond  Wol£F.  I  am  ready  to  stake 
my  character,  as  a  buriness  man,  when 
I  say  that  a  great  number  of  the  de- 
•pati'hos  to  which  I  refer  are  of  a  nature 
which  renders  it  utterly  absurd  that  the 
eooatry  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
heavy  charges  for  telegraphing  from 
Constantinople  and  elsewhere.  If  they 
had  been  sent  by  post  it  would  equally 
have  answered  every  good  purpose.  Of 
coarse,  in  commenting  upon  the  matter, 
I  do  not  include  messages  of  such  im- 
prirtance  as  to  render  it  necessary  that 
with  the  q  UK  knees  of  a  flash  of  lightning 
they  should  be  made  known  to  the  Mar- 
qoess  of  Kaliabury.  What  I  complain 
of  •  as  an  evidence  of  want  of  care  on  the 
part  of  the  Foreign  Office,  is  that  no  at- 
tempt appears  t«»  nave  l>een  mado  by  the 
K4»prp*entatives  of  that  Department  to 
bring  sufficient  pressure  to  bear  upon  our 
Ministers  abroad  to  send  thsir  denpatches 
by  post  in  writing  instead  of  sending 
them  bv  telegraphic  wire.  Hon.  Mem* 
been  will  see  that  the  total  sum  charged 
for  the  Foreign  Office  telegraphic  de» 
spatehee  ha$  been  increasing  from  year 
to  year;  and  I  think  it  is  high  time 
that  some  attention  should  be  directed 
to  the  sabjfKt  with  a  view  to  the  correo- 
t««in  of  the  c»vil.  It  is  plain  that  we  carry 
tHk  the  bosiness  of  the  Foreign  Office  in 
a  m<iet  extravagant  manner.  We  have 
noi  only,  in  this  Vote,  charges  for  addi- 
tional messengers,  but  also  an  enormous 
iocfsase  in  the  payments  for  telegrams. 
I  would  press  strongly  upon  the  Com« 
mittee  taal  this  additional  snm  of 
£2.910  for  telegrams  ooghl  not  to  be 
mated  withoat  eooM  ezplaaation  from 
Her  Majeafy's  Oovemment 

Mm.  BRADLAUGH :  This  Tote  U 
ooo  wUeh  appear*  to  require  sertona 
explanation  from  thoee  in  charge  of  it; 


and  I  think  it  must  be  read  in  connection 
with  the  Vote  for  the  Diplomatic  8er* 
vice,  which  appears  on  page  *J6  of  the 
present  Supplementary  Estimates.  I 
think  the  Committee  ought  to  know,  be- 
fore they  are  called  upon  to  agree  to  this 
Vote,  how  much  of  this  charge  of  £2,  VI 0 
for  additional  telegraphic  charges  is 
connected  with  the  item  of  £12,500  for 
telegraphic  expenditure  on  page  26.  It 
appears  to  me  that,  although  the  total 
sum  taken  in  the  Estimates  for  the  year 
for  these  telegraphic  expenses  was 
£10,000,  the  Foreign  Office  have  ma- 
naged, in  the  course  of  six  months,  to 
add  to  that  sum  a  total  increase  of 
£16,410,  being  £2,910  which  appears 
in  the  present  Veto  on  page  9,  and 
£12,500  which  appears  on  page  26  in 
connection  with  the  Diplomatic  Service. 
The  wording  of  the  two  items  gives  no 
information  to  the  House  or  to  ue  Com* 
mittee,  because  the  entry  is  simply 
'*  telegraph  expenses  consequent  on  the 
state  of  affairs  abroad.*'  Both  items 
are  similarly  worded,  and  I  think  that 
before  we  vote  these  sums  we  ought  to 
be  told  how  much  of  each  Vote  is  for 
telegrams  in  connection  with  the  Mission 
of  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff.  We 
certainly  ought  to  have  some  informa- 
tion to  show  the  Committee  how  this 
enormous  increase  has  arisen,  and  how 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  exceed 
the  charge  of  £10.000  already  provided 
for  by  the  tremendous  sum  of  £  1 2,500 
in  one  Vote,  and  £2,910  in  another,  in 
tha  course  of  six  months.  Unless  some 
explanation  is  given,  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  move  the  rejection  of  the  Vote. 
Tan  UNDER  HECRETART  or 
STATE  roR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Bstck)  :  I  entirely  concur  in  the 
remarks  made  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Rylands)  as 
to  the  necessity  of  cart>fully  watching 
the  expenditure  of  the  Public  Depart- 
ments of  the  country.  No  doubt  it  is 
most  important  that,  as  far  as  possible, 
economy  should  be  observed  in  all  these 
matters;  and  I  believe  it  is  the  desire 
of  those  who  repreeent  Her  Majesty 
abroad  to  observe  doe  economy  in  all 
their  transactions.  This  is  a  8upple» 
mentaiy  Vote  for  the  Foreign  Office,  and 
relates  only  to  talegrama  which  have 
been  sent  abroad.  If  hon.  Members 
will  examine  it,  they  will  ese  that  tha 
ehargss  which  appear  in  the  Vole  are 
entimy  Cnr  talegvaas    sent    by   tha 
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Foreign  Office  abroad ;  and  I  can  assure 
them,  from  my  own  experience,  short  as 
it  is,  that  in  the  Foreign  Office  itself 
Tery  great  pains  are  taken  to  keep 
down  the  expenditure  on  telegraphing. 
Of  course,  it  is  impossible  for  the  De- 
partment at  home  altogether  to  control 
the  discretion  of  our  Ministers  abroad  ; 
and  it  must  be  recollected  that  circum- 
stances have  recently  occurred  in  the 
South  and  South-East  of  Europe  which 
have,  to  a  certain  extent,  led  to  in- 
creased expenditure  in  this  respect — I 
mean  the  war  between  Serria  and 
Bulgaria,  and  the  delicate  position 
which  this  country  has  been  placed 
in  with  regard  to  Servia  and  Bulgaria 
and  Greece.  In  addition,  there  has 
been  frequent  necessity  for  telegrams 
to  and  from  other  parts  of  the  world — 
as,  for  instance,  to  China.  But  most  of 
the  increase,  no  doubt,  has  been  due  to 
the  Servo-Bulgarian  and  Greek  Ques- 
tions. In  regard  to  the  charge  for  mes- 
sengers, I  may  inform  the  Committee 
that  the  service  of  messengers  to  Con- 
stantinople was  reduced  from  a  weekly 
to  a  fortnightly  service  in  1883 ;  but  it 
was  deemed  necessary,  in  the  time  of 
the  late  Government,  to  increase  the 
service  to  a  weekly  one.  It  has  now, 
however,  been  again  reduced  to  a  fort- 
nightly despatch.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee  will  see  that  whatever  criticisms 
are  necessary  upon  this  question,  and 
especially  upon  the  Mission  of  Sir 
Henry  Drummond  Wolff,  to  which  I 
understand  thehon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  desires  to 
call  attention,  had  better  be  reserved 
until  we  reach  the  Vote  for  the  Diplo- 
matic Service  on  page  26.  I  am  afrsid 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me,  at  this 
moment,  to  tell  him  how  much  of  these 
telegraphic  charges  it  due  to  the  Mission 
of  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff.  I 
cannot  say,  without  further  inquiry, 
what  data  exist  at  the  IB'oreign  Office 
upon  which  we  could  distinguish  these 
charges  from  those  for  other  telegrams. 
The  hon.  Member  will  also  bear  in 
mind  that  there  have  been  many  tele- 
grams sent  to  Constantinople  and  Egypt, 
some  of  which  come  under  the  head  of 
Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff*s  Mission, 
while  others  do  not. 

Mb.  LABOnCHERE :  Would  it  not 
be  better  that  in  future  the  telegrams 
to  and  from  the  Foreign  Office  should 
be  given  separately  f    Why  ahonldwe 

Mr.  Btyc0 


not  specify  what  the  Mission  of  Sir 
Henry  Drummond  Wolff  has  cost  us  for 
telegrams?  It  appears  to  me  that  to 
have  two  items,  one  for  the  Foreign 
Office  and  the  other  for  the  Diplomatic 
Service ;  to  tell  ns  that  we  are  to  look  to 
the  Foreign  Office  Vote  for  the  cost  of 
telegrams  from  Ministers  and  to  another 
Vote  for  the  cost  of  telegrams  to  Minis  • 
ters  is  only  confusing.  The  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Bryce)  will,  no 
doubt,  find  many  reforms  to  make  in  the 
Office;  and  I  venture  to  suggest  that 
this  is  one  of  those  to  which  he  should 
direct  his  attention.  Another  reform 
I  would  suggest  is  with  regard  to  mes- 
sengers' travelling  expenses,  the  total 
amount  of  which  for  the  year  is  £9,320. 
The  greater  number  of  letters  sent  to 
Constantinople  might  just  as  well  be 
sent  by  post  as  by  messengers ;  and  I 
say  you  ought  not  to  have  a  messenger 
sent  there  every  fortnight ;  you  ought  to 
have  a  messenger  sent  only  when  you 
hare  matter  to  communicate  which  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  should  be  kept 
secret.  I  say  this  from  practical  ex- 
perience at  Constantinople,  because  I 
have  served  there,  and  I  know  that 
Ministers  abroad  often  write  something 
in  order  that  it  should  be  sent  by 
Queen's  Messenger.  I  remember  that 
when  I  was  in  Constantinople  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  thought  he  wanted  some  pills- 
he  was  always  taking  medicine — and  ho 
sent  home  a  despatch  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  them ;  we  counted  up  exactly 
what  was  the  cost  of  sending  the  mea- 
senger  to  England  and  back ;  and  we 
found  that  the  cost  to  the  country  for 
this  box  of  pills  amounted  to  a  little 
above  £300.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  will  establish  a  rule  that  instead 
of  having  messengers  going  out  at  fixed 
times  they  should  only  go  when  there 
is  something  to  send  by  them  which 
cannot  be  entrusted  to  the  post,  I  am 
certain  that  this  charge,  whicn  amonnta 
to  £9,000  a-year,  would  be  reduced  to 
£3,000  or  £4,000. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  am  afraid  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affair*  does  not  do 
justice  to  his  Department.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  me  to  reserve  my  criti- 
cism until  we  eome  to  the  Vote  for  the 
Diplomatio  Servioe  on  page  36 ;  but  I 
shall  be  unable  to  do  that  unlaaa  he  ia 
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pw;<wd  to  toll  m«i  with  toiiM  dagneof 
ptvoMioB  whan  that  Toto  is  rMwbed, 
wluU  ia  the  cost  of  the  telegrame  from 
Cottetoatittople  end  London  in  eonneo- 
tido  with  8ir  Honrj  Dmmmond  Wolff*» 
Miaeion.     l^nleee  the  hon.  Gentleman 

Sivee  me  that  pledge  I  shall  feel  it  my 
otY  to  oppoee  the  Voto. 
TnUNDER  SECKETABTorSTATE 
Mr.  BarcK' :  I  moat  tafonn  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad- 
lan|(h'i  that  I  am  not  at  this  moment  able 
to  stoto  what  proportion  of  the  ohar^ 
for  telemms  is  due  to  the  Mission 
of  Sir  llenry  Drummond  Wolff.  I 
eaa,  of  eonrse,  make  inquiries,  and 
will  do  eo  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
wishee  il,  althoogh  it  maj  poesiblj  turn 
oot  that  there  would  be  some  difficulty 
in  aseertaining,  because  many  tolegrams 
ma^  hare  been  sont  to  Egypt  respecting 
whieh  it  would  be  hard  to  ear  whether 
they  oQ^t  to  be  deemed  to  belong  to 
8ir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff's  Mission 
or  not. 

8ia  BOBEBT  PEEL :  I  wish  to  make 
one  remark  on  what  fell  a  short  time 
ago  from  the  hon.  Member  for  North* 
ampton  (Mr.  Labouohere  >,  who  for  three 
or  four  jrears  has  constantly  brought  up 
his  seffiee  under  Sir  Henir  Bulwer  and 
the  etory  of  his  piU^  Now,  I  serred 
wader  8ir  Henry  Bulwer,  and  I  say  it  is 
a  libel  upon  him  to  refer  to  him  in  this 
war.  Fbor  fellow !  he  has  gone  now ; 
and,  speaking  from  personal  knowledge, 
I  say  that  no  publie  serrant  erer  serred 
his  eountrr  better  than  Sir  Henry 
Bolwer.  I  protest  against  the  hon. 
Member's  constantly  bringinff  up  this 
subject  of  the  pilb  because  ne  was  in 
tha  Diplomatic  Serrice  at  Constaati* 
aonle.  I  was  there  at  the  same  time, 
and  I  entirely  dissent  from  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member.  But,  with  regard 
to  this  Veto,  I  wish  to  ask  the  hon.  Uen- 
tleomn  tha  Under  Secretary  of  Stoto  for 
Forsign  Affairs  one  queetion*  There  are 
two  diManct  Votee  for  talesrrams  in  thsee 
Fatimntes  one  for  the  Foreign  Office 
and  the  other  for  the  Diplomatic  Serrioe 
— and  I  wiah  to  ask  the  non.  Gentleman 
if  he  can  tall  uA  whether  out  of  this  Votn 
a  eonsHlerable  sum  of  money  has  been 
expended  in  eonnecUoa  with  the  si>ecial 
Mission  of  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff 
to  Oonstaatiaople  or  Egypt?  It  will 
dear  tha  ground  if  he  will  tell  us  that ; 
and  I  would  point  out  to  the  Secretary 
to  tha  Traaaory  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler),  aa 


well  aa  to  the  hon.  G«ntlainan«  that  it 
would  be  far  better,  instead  of  having 
two  Votes  as  there  are  here,  that  the 
Votes  for  the  Foreign  Office  and  Diplo- 
matic Serrice  should  be  amalgamated; 
because  then  the  House  would  know  ex* 
aetly  the  vast  sum  of  money  expended 
on  Uie  telegraphic  senrice  of  Uie  country, 
which  amounto  to  more  than  £100,000 
a-year.  I  think  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
can  gire  an  assurance  that  this  will  be 
done,  it  will  go  a  long  way  to  remore 
the  confusion  which  existo. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  The  hon.  Gmitle- 
man  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stoto  for  Fo- 
reign  Affairs  misunderstands  me.  I  aa- 
sumethatereiy  telegram  senttoSir  Henry 
Drummond  Wolff  is  recorded,  and  that 
the  cost  of  STory  tolegram  to  and  from 
Oonstantinople  and  Egypt  is  also  re- 
corded for  the  purpose  of  making  up  the 
total  we  are  asaed  to  vote.  It  seems  to 
me.  therefore,  that  there  can  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  furnishing  the  information  de- 
sired, and,  eonso(}uently,  that  there  is  no 
reason  whr  the  Qoremment  should  not 
giTO  it.  I  beg  to  more  that  the  debato 
on  this  Vote  he  adjourned. 

Ma.  BOURKE:  I  wish  to  stoto  to 
the  Committee  what  I  know  about 
this  Vote,  and  to  say,  with  reapect 
to  the  inquiry  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaughs  that  I 
think  it  a  rery  reasonable  one  in  view  of 
the  form  in  which  the  Voto  is  giren  to 
the  Committee.  I  hare  no  doubt  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  will  gire  Notice  to 
the  lender  Secretary  of  Stote  for  Forei^ 
Affairs  he  will  be  able  to  obtain 
the  detailed  information  which  he  de* 
sires.  It  is  a  fact,  which,  of  course, 
ereryone  connected  with  the  Foreign 
Office  knows,  that  •▼•nr  telegram  ia 
noted  at  the  Foreign  Office ;  and  it  is, 
Uierefore,  perfectly  easy  to  make  out  a 
list  of  the  aiffersnt  telegrams  sent  to  Sir 
Henry  Drummond  Wolff.  There  may 
poesibly,  however,  be  a  little  conAision, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  while  Sir  Henry 
Drummond  Wolff  has  been  in  Egypt  he 
has  performed  functions  connected  not 
onlr  with  his  particular  Mission,  but 
with  his  general  businees  in  Eg^rpt. 
Nevertheless,  as  I  have  said,  the  desir»d 
information  can  easily  be  obtained  at 
the  Foreign  Office.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  hon.  Member  will  not  peraerere 
in  his  opposition  to  the  Voto.  I  am  cer* 
tain  that  if  he  asks  the  Question  of  my 
hon.  Fiiand  on  another  dayhe  will  get  thia 
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infonn*tion  which  he  defflres.  With  re- 
ferenoe  to  the  saggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Blackburn  (Sir 
Bobert  Peel)  that  it  would  conduce  to  the 
clearer  understanding  of  the  Vote  if  the 
two  Eetimatea  were  put  together,  1  am 
afraid  that  it  would  not  have  that  effect. 
The  object  of  keeping  the  Votes  sepa- 
rate is  simply  to  show  the  expense  in- 
curred for  telegrams  in  England  and  the 
expense  incurrod  abroad ;  and  of  course 
if  they  were  mixed  it  would  lead  to 
great  difficulty. 

Mr.  BRADLATJGH:  Mr.  Courtney, 
I  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
on  this  Vote,  and  shall  nersist  in  that 
course  unless  I  get  an  undertaking  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  that  the 
details  of  these  items  will  be  furnished. 

Thb  chairman  :  It  is  not  compe- 
tent to  the  hon.  Member  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  in  Committee. 
The  course  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  to 
move  that  Progress  be  reported. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH:  I  ask  pardon 
for  proceeding  in  ignorance  of  the  Forms 
of  the  House.  I  repeat  that  unless  the 
promise  is  given  I  shall  have  to  move 
that  Progress  be  reported. 

Thk  under  SECRETABY  or 
STATE  (Mr.  Brtcs)  :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  put  a  Question  on  the  Paper 
asking  for  the  information  he  desires  I 
will  do  my  best  to  get  that  information. 

Vote  Mgr0$d  h. 

(6.)   £500,  Colonial  Office. 

(7.)  £31,  Bankruptcy  Department  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

Mb.  BTLANDS  :  There  is  one  point 
in  connection  with  this  Estimate  to  which 
I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
C.  T.  D.  Aoland).  I  see  that  by  this 
Supplementary  Estimate  there  is  a 
charge  under  B  for  Chief  Official  Re- 
ceiver's Office  to  meet  possible  necessity 
for  increased  staff,  amounting  to  £2, 101, 
and  under  0  for  Country  Receiren  paid 
by  Fees  and  Commission,  to  meet  pos- 
sible increase  of  remuneration  amount- 
ing to  £6,780,  making  a  total  additional 
sum  required  of  £7,881  over  the  Esti- 
mate of  1 885-6.  Now,  I  presume  that 
although  this  is  put  down  as  possible  in- 
creased expenditure,  there  is  reason  to 
suppose  that  it  is  an  expenditure  which 
has  been  actually  incurred,  and  that  it 


comes  within  the  present  ftnanoial  year. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  it  would  not  be 
correct  to  include  here  the  possible  ex- 
penditure of  next  year,  which  should,  of 
course,  come  forward  in  the  Estimates 
of  1886-7.  I  understand,  however,  that 
the  fees  will  meet  the  expenditure  in 
question.  The  hon.  Gentleman  will 
probably  be  able  to  give  some  informa- 
tion on  this  subject. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  BOABD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  D.  Aclavd):  The 
reason  for  bringing  this  Vote  before 
Parliament  in  this  form  is  that  it  shows 
the  total  expenditure  for  1885.  The 
sum  of  £1,164  originally  voted  by  Par- 
liament, it  was  believed,  would  have  been 
sufficient  for  the  expenses  of  the  year. 
With  regard  to  the  additional  sum  re- 
quired, there  is  no  doubt  that  the  whole 
of  the  amount  will  be  received  and 
handed  over  to  the  Exchequer  in  the 
ordinary  course.  The  Treasury  is  autho- 
rized, under  the  Bankruptcy  Act  of  1883, 
Section  77,  to  pay  over  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  in  aid  of  the  Vote  of  Parliament, 
out  of  receipts  from  fees  and  dividends 
on  investments,  any  sum  which  may  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  charges  incurred 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  salaries  and 
expenses ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  there  is 
no  reason  whatever  to  doubt  that  the 
whole  of  this  sum  will  be  received  and 
paid  into  the  Exchequer  during  the 
year.  The  present  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate of  £31  has  been  presented  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  facta  clearly 
before  Parliament. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(8.)  £2,371,  Charity  Commission. 
(9.)  £2,100,  Civil  Service  Commission. 
(10.)  £7,490,  Local  (Government  Board. 

(11.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro* 
posed, 

"That  a  tarn,  not  azcaeding  £3,430,  b« 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  ooDie  in  coarae  of  pavmeBt  daring 
the  year  ending  on  the  3  let  day  of  Harca 
1886,  for  the  Expenaeao^  the  Office  ol  Her  Ma- 
jesty*! Secretary  for  Scotland.** 

Mb.  BTLANDS :  I  should  like  to  saj 
one  or  two  words  on  this  Estimate.  The 
Vote  before  the  Committee  is  a  nev 
one.  It  is  the  first  time  that  we  have 
been  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  ezpensee 
of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 
I  believe  the  amount  asked  for  is  onlj  a 
vex7  raiall  part  of  the  expenditure,  and 
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tkal  wImd  w*  «»•  to  have  Um  fall 
aoMvat  to  bo  oxpoodod  nost  jmr  it  will 
▼ory  ooootdoimbij  oxcood  tho  modorato 
o«m  sow  upon  Uio  Estioiatoc.  I  rap- 
l^'im  boo.  Oontlomoa  from  Scotland  €on* 
•id<«r  it  ntcmmry  to  bavo  a  Oeniral  Do 
paiiaont  for  Seottioh  BunnoM ;  bat,  tor 
ayMlf,  I  am  bound  to  mj  tbat  I  greatl j 
doubt  wbotbar  it  it  dotirablo  to  tako 
tbat  BttxanoM  from  tho  Homo  Office, 
aad  in  a  waj  tbtt  mutt  load  to  a  rtry 
larfo  oxpoodituio.  But  what  I  with  to 
draw  altantion  to  it  tho  fact  tbat  wo  aro 
cooalaatlj  putting  now  officials  in  ororj 
I>f*paftmottt  of  tbo  Btato ;  wo  oroato  now 
I^»partmonto  or  wo  onlargo  existing 
I>9partmonto;  and  wo  bring  new  men 
into  ibo  Senrico^  but  wo  noTor  ioom  to 
tako  aaj  elopo  to  utilixo  oupemumora- 
rioo— tbiat  ie  to  eaj,  we  aro  oonstantlj 
penetooing  tbo  offlciale  of  Tarioua  Do- 
partmootSv  and  wo  nerer  consider  who- 
tb#r  tbsoo  persons  can  bo  made  arailablo 
fur  tbo  Publio  Service.  Tho  item  of 
poMono  is  increasing  so  largely  that  I 
aopo  Her  Majestj*s  Oovemment  will 
see  thai  steps  aro  taken,  in  connection 
with  tbo  retirement  of  public  officials,  lo 
secure  their  serrices  when  thej  aro  re- 
<|uired.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  retirement 
of  moa  past  the  age  of  senrico,  but  of 
Iboeo  who  are  retired  at  an  ago  when 
tbejr  bare  work  in  them.  There  aro  man  j 
who,  baving  been  retired,  cannot  get 
bask  into  the  Henrico,  because  all  the 
▼aeaactes  aro  filled  up  with  new  men, 
who  originate  a  new  charge  fur  salariee, 
and,  in  course  of  time,  bare  to  bo  pen- 
eioaiod  in  their  turn.  I  daro  say  the 
Krcretary  to  the  Troasurjr  (Mr.  U.  H. 
Fowler)  eaa«  with  regard  to  this  Vote 
fur  tbo  Ofloo  of  Secretarj  for  Scotland, 
giro  ua  some  little  information  as  to 
what  tbo  ozpeoditure  is  likolj  to  be  for 
earrytag  on  this  Department. 

Tirn  8ECKETAHT  to  tbi  TREA- 
8UHY  (Mr.  H.  H.  FowLxa  :  I  quite 
agree  with  mybon.  Friend  ,  Mr.  Bylands 
in  his  remarks  with  reference  to  the 
aasatisfaftory  working  of  the  pension 
systofB.  I  entartained  the  view  when  I 
sal  below  the  Gangway,  and  I  sar  now, 
tbat  wboD  a  man  is  employed  by  the 
Htala,  aad  is  paid  by  the  fc^ate,  the 
Stale  has  tbo  nabt  to  fix  the  work  be 
shall  do;  and  if  the  State  has  the  right  to 
disebargo  him,  it  has  the  right  to  ap- 
piiat  him  to  such  other  duti4«4  as  be  can 
perlbvm.  I  say  tbat  it  is  not  right  that 
a  man  should  bo  poasionod  off  at  onoo 


simply  on  aooount  of  tho  abolitioB  of  bis 
office.  That  is  m^  view,  and  I  can  na- 
sure  my  bon.  Fnend  tho  Member  for 
Burnley  that  I  shall  endearour  to  uphold 
it  to  tbo  b<«t  of  m^  power.  The  principle 
which  my  bon.  Fnend  adrancee  nas  boen 
carried  out  in  connection  with  this 
Office.  That  was  exactly  what  tho  late 
OoToni'sient  did  when  tb^  appointed 
Sir  Francis  Sandford  to  be  Under  Secro* 
tsry  for  Scotland.  Ilis pension  amounted 
to  £1,333  6«.  8i/.,  ana  bo  is  now  only 
drawing  £600  on  aooount  of  tbat 
pension,  so  that  there  is  a  saring  of 
£833  fit.  Bd.  of  salaiy  by  tbat  appoint- 
ment. With  reference  to  tbo  staff  of 
tho  Department,  tbat  was  settled  before 
the  present  OoTonimentcameinto  Office; 
but  we  shall  do  our  best  rightly  to  eeti« 
mate  what  the  cost  will  be.  The  Vote 
may  hare  a  tendency  to  increase ;  and,  no 
doubt,  it  will  become  a  question  for  tho 
House  to  consider  ultimately  what  is  tbo 
entire  amount  noossssry  to  cany  on  tho 
Scottish  Businees.  There  is  one  itom 
which  does  not  appear  on  the  Yoto,  and 
to  which  I  think  tho  attention  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Burnley 
ought  to  be  called,  and  tbat  is  the  rent 
of  tho  office.  I  belioTo  that  a  Tory  valu- 
able  building,  which  would  earn  a  larm 
amount  of  rent,  has  boen  derotod  alreaoy 
for  tbo  Secretary  of  Scotland  Office. 
When  tho  Estimates  come  forward  later 
in  the  Session  with  referenoe  to  Public 
Buildings  my  bon.  Friend  will  bare  an 
opportunity  of  raising  and  discussing 
tbat  question ;  but  tbo  Yoto  now  before 
tho  Committee  is  ^mpW  to  proride  for 
tho  working  of  the  Office  sinoo  October 
last. 

Ma.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD:  Tbo 
Secrotary  to  tho  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  has  referred  to  tho  question  of 
rent  as  an  expense  which  should  be  put 
against  the  Office  of  the  Socrotaiy  for 
Scotland.  Tho  bouse  referred  to  is 
known  as  Dorer  IIouso,  and  it  is  one 
which  I  took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to 
obtain  as  an  office  for  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  and  also  as  an  office  for  my* 
solf  and  my  Successor  in  tho  position  of 
Lord  Advocate.  I  carefully  examined 
that  bouse  for  tho  purpoee  of  seeing  who* 
ther  it  was  fit  for  use  as  an  office ;  and  I 
came  decidedlr  to  the  opinion  that  no 
sane  man  would  take  it  fur  what  it  was 
then  intended-^namely,  a  residimi 
without  an  expenditure  Tastly  in  e: 
of  what  tho  root  of  the  house  would  bo 
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in  the  next  10  or  14  jeaxs.  TheBanitvy 
condition  of  the  houee  was  saoh  as  to 
make  it  quite  unfit  for  a  person  who 
would  use  Buoh  a  house  as  a  residence, 
although  it  might  be  quite  fit  for  a  Go- 
vemment  Office. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  {EdinhurgK  Central) : 
I  trust  the  Committee  will  not,  in  any 
degree,  be  influenced  by  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Rylands)  in  regard  to  Scottish  Busi- 
ness. Oonsidering  how  large  a  Be- 
renue  Scotland  yields,  how  loyal  and 
peaceful  are  its  inhabitants,  and  how 
little  Ooyemment  money  is  spent  across 
the  Border,  I  think  this  money  should 
be  Toted  without  one  dissentient 
voice.  As  to  the  building  in  which 
Scottish  Business  is  now  conducted,  I 
visited  the  place  the  other  day,  and  I 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleman  opposite  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Mac- 
donald)  in  having  secured  such  an  ex* 
oellent  office.  I  remember  when  the 
Scottish  Business  was  relegated  to 
the  third  or  fourth  storey  of  one  of 
the  Home  Office  buildinp^ — to  a  very 
small  and  dingy  room,  little  else  than 
a  slum,  and  in  which  it  was  a  per* 
feet  disgrace  for  any  important  official 
of  the  British  Empire  to  transact  busi- 
ness. But  it  was  still  more  disgrace* 
ful  for  Scottish  Business  to  be  cen- 
tralized in  such  an  insignificant  place. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Bylands)  has  questioned  whether  Scot- 
tish Business  would  be  done  more  effi- 
oientlv  under  the  new  riginu  than  under 
the  old.  My  experience  of  only  a  few 
days  is  that  it  is  very  much  more  effi- 
ciently done  than  before;  and  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  my  Friends 
from  Scotland,  when  they  see  the  fine 
building  in  which  the  Scottish  Secre- 
tary's and  Lord  Advocate's  Depart- 
ments are  now  located,  will  be  well 
pleased  in  the  way  in  which  the  Busi- 
ness is  now  being  done  there.  Although 
I  always  raise  my  voice  for  economy,  I 
think  this  is  a  verv  proper  expenditure ; 
and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Vote  will 
be  passed  unanimously. 

Mb.  rylands  :  I  should  be  the 
last  Member  of  this  House  to  oppose  the 
wishes  of  Scotch  Members.  I  have  the 
greatest  regard  for  them  and  their  Busi- 
ness in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  Member  that  I  could 
not  for  one  moment  desire  that  Scotch- 
men should  not  have  the  beat  oppor- 
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tunity  for  eanying  on  their  Bnainesa.  I 
am  not  an  authority  competent  to  form 
a  confident  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
Scottish  Business  will  be  more  efficiently 
performed  under  the  new  system ;  but 
it  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  show 
one's  attention  to  Scotland  by  spend* 
ing  money  which  is  not  required  to 
be  spent.  ^  The  point  is,  whether  or 
not  it  is  necessary  to  do  so;  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonnld)  has  not 
shown  any  very  great  regard  for  the 
Scottish  officials,  because  he  has  told  the 
Committee  that  they  had  been  placed  in 
a  house  under  such  sanitary  arrange- 
ments that  no  private  individual  would 
live  there,  because  he  would  probably  be 
carried  off  by  typhoid  fever  or  diph- 
theria. The  right  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
tleman did  not  give  the  exact  facts  with 
regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
house ;  but  I  can  tell  hon.  Members  that 
our  experience  in  the  House  of  Oom- 
monsis  that  when  we  begin  to  spend 
money  on  the  sanitary  improvement  of 
Public  Offices,  we  often  go  on  to  a  very 
much  larger  expenditure  than  we  at  first  • 
imagine,  or  is  justifiable.  However, 
that  will  come  on  when  we  reach  the 
Vote  for  Dover  House.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  has  touched 
on  what  I  wished  to  call  attention  to — 
namely,  that  a  large  establishment  is 
growing  up.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
Uiat  this  money  should  be  voted  unani- 
mously ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  show 
our  affection  for  Scotland  by  spending 
£20,000  or  £80,000,  when  probably 
£5,000  would  be  sufficient. 

Dr.  OAMERON:  I  was  very  maoh 
moved  by  the  logical  and  patriotic  ap- 
peal of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Edinburgh  (Mr.  J.  Wilson);  but  the 
matter  to  which  he  referred  was  not  one 
which  touched  on  the  economy  of  the 
house  in  question.  It  touched  upon  the 
conduct  of  Scottish  Business  ;  and  I 
much  regret  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land (Mr.  Trerelyan)  is  not  in  his  place 
to  give  the  Committee  some  information 
on  the  subject.  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  referred  to  the  experience 
of  Sir  Francis  Sand  ford  in  another  De- 
partment— that  is  to  say,  the  Education 
Department.  The  Scottish  Secretanr  is 
now  the  President  of  the  Education  De- 
partment for  Scotland.  In  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  as  formerly  consti- 
tntedy  Sir  Franeis  Sandf ord  was  for  • 
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lomg  tia«  ehi«f ;  and  that  OIBoe  wm 
ornaiMd  in  aocordMioe  with  certain 
raUa.  anongtt  which  thora  waa  one 
agaiaal  the  maetionariea  of  the  Depart- 
ment itttarforing  with  public  aflatra.  I 
tMUiere  there  waa  a  Circular  aigned  by 
>ir  Fraacia  daadiord  to  the  effect  that 
ao  penon  oonneotad  with  the  Office 
abottld  mix  up  in  any  political  mattera, 
or  interfere  in  any  public  meeting ;  and 
•>»  rigidly  waa  that  rule  enforced  that  on 
una  oceaaion  an  official  who  waa  preeent 
at  a  public  meeting,  haTing  ventured 
to  aecond  a  TOte  of  thanka  to  a  Member 
of  a  former  Liberal  Adminiatration,  waa 
hauled  over  the  coals  for  infringement 
of  that  Circular.  During  the  last  Elec- 
tion the  queation  of  free  education  was 
before  the  whole  Empire,  and  pro* 
minantly  before  the  people  of  Si^otland ; 
and  in  the  heat  of  that  Election  Sir 
Fraacia  Sandford  came  down  to  Glaa- 
^iw,  and  in  connection  with  tlie  opening 
of  some  schools  he  mado  a  startling 
•pr«ch  upon  frt«e  education^ not  oulv 
tt|»iin  the  subject  generally,  but  he  took 
up  a  sp«<<ich  in  which  the  PresidtMit  of 
the  Iloard  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundella  ,  then 
the  Vice  TrtNiident  of  the  Council,  had 
«>t|iraaBed  his  adhesion  to  free  education, 
i^ir  Francis  SandforticriticiziHl  the  speec^h 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  most  mi- 
nutelr,  and  went  very  stronglv  in  the 
opposite  direction.  Of  course,  1  am  not 
gitng  to  discuss  free  education  upon 
Uaa  Vole ;  but  I  think  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  point  out  that  if  it  was  wrong 
in  an  official  in  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, aa  administered  by  8ir  Francis 
.^^endford,  to  mix  himself  up  in  public 
alfaira,  it  was  doubly  wrong  for  the  most 
impofftnnt  official  in  the  new  Ministry  to 
transgraaa  the  rule  he  had  laid  down 
alsewbera.  I  think  the  Committee  are 
entitled  to  aome  expruesion  of  opinion 
upon  the  subject  from  the  GoTcmmcnt. 
There  are  Tarious  matters  of  interest  to 
s^rranu  in  Public  Departments  which 
thoea  aerranta  very  naturallv  desire  to 
bnng  to  the  notice  of  candidatea  for 
seats  in  this  House.  For  example,  there 
is  a  eery  Tital  question   atft^ctiog  the 

■4i  rm     namely,  thatof  so^*ranDttation; 

ot  the  poUce  had  beon  laid  under  such 
stnag««nt  orders  that  none  of  them  Ten* 
tared  to  put  a  question  to  any  caodidate 
at  any  public  meeting ;  and  anything  tli«*y 
did  aak  regarding  the  views  of  candi- 
dataaon  that  anbj«<*t  wns  asked  priratelv, 

with  the  atringent  tm» 
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laid  down  for  their  guidance  that  thaj 
ahould  not  interfere  in  public  mattera. 
The  same  thing  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  Postal  Deoartment.  The  Poat 
Office  servants  had  their  gricTancea, 
and  they  desired  to  obtain  the  opinion 
of  candidates  regarding  their  grieranoea ; 
but  they,  also,  had  been  laid  under  such 
stringent  orders  that  thev  were  afraid 
to  put  questions  in  public.  What  I 
mamtain  is,  that  a  Democratic  House  of 
Commons  should  insist  upon  one  law 
being  applied  to  public  serTants  in  what- 
ever capacity  they  serre  the  Crown.  If 
to  do  a  given  thing  is  not  proper  for  a 
policeman,  it  is  not  proper  for  an  As- 
sistant Secretary ;  and  if  it  ia  not  proper 
for  a  telegraph  clerk,  itjis  not  proper  for 
Sir  Francis  Sandford ;  if  it  la  not  pro- 
|K»r  for  an  official  of  the  Education  De* 
partment  to  take  part  in  political  dia- 
GUAsiou  or  in  public  meetings,  it  is  doubly 
improper  for  the  man  who  laid  down 
the  rule  to  transgress  it  himself.  I 
think  wo  are  entitled  to  an  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  point.  A  rather  important 
question  ia  involved,  and  I  see  no  better 
opportunity  of  raising  it  than  that 
atlorded  by  this  Vote. 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD:  I 
should  like  to  make  an  explanation*  aa 
I  was  rather  misunderstood  by  the  hon. 
(tentleman  the  Member  for  Burnley 
^Mr.  BylandH,.  I  do  not  wish  it  for  a 
moment  to  be  supposed  by  Members  of 
this  House  that  thoHO  who  are  now  in 
office  in  Dover  House  are  being  sub- 
jected to  any  danger  from  unsanitair 
arranffementa.  It  waa  not  likely  1 
should  have  spent  a  few  months  in  the 
Office  if  I  had  the  least  susnicion  it  waa 
in  any  such  conditi<m ;  but  wnat  I  wished 
to  lay  before  the  Committee  with  regard 
to  that  establishment  was  this— that  it 
was  in  such  a  state  when  I  first  saw  it  that 
while  it  could  be  very  easily  turned  into 
a  Government  house  by  removing  the  bad 
sanitary  applianceii  in  different  parts  of 
the  house,  it  was  quite  unfit  for  a  resi- 
dence for  any  |H*rson,  nobleman  or  noble 
lady,  aa  it  was  formerlv,  who  might 
have  wi»hed  to  take  the  house  at  a  rent 
from  the  Government.  I  believe  that 
one  reason  why  it  stood  tenantle^s  until 
we  got  int4>  it  was  that  people  were  very 
.  suspicious  as  to  the  state  in  which  it 
I  was  ;  and  I  am  not  the  least  surprised, 
'  judging  from  what  I  saw,  that  that  waa 
.  ao.    In  reference  to  what  haa  bean  said 
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by  the  hon.  GFenfleman  the  If  ember  for 
Olasgow  (Dr.  Oameron),  I  think  I  am 
jtutified  in  eaying  aword  for  my  right 
hon.  Friend  Sir  Francis  Sandford.  I 
am  sorry  that  this  Vote  should  have 
been  made  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  an 
attack  on  that  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
imderstand  that  what  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Dr.  Cameron)  wishes  to  impute  to 
my  right  hon.  Friend  is  that  while  he 
was  an  official  in  a  Public  Department 
he  took  part  in  what  was  really  a 
political  discussion,  and  expressed  views 
contrary  to  those  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed when  he  was  Secretary  to  the 
Education  Department.  Well,  Sir,  if 
that  were  true,  it  would  be  a  serious 
charge ;  but  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
will  see  in  a  moment  that  his  observa- 
tion is  hardly  a  correct  one  to  make  in 
regard  to  my  right  hon.  Friend.  The 
question  which  was  under  discussion  by 
Sir  Francis  Sandford,  at  the  meeting  at 
which  he  spoke,  was  that  of  free  educa- 
tion.   I  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman 

to  say  that 

D&.  OAMEBON  :  I  said  that  Sir 
Francis  Sandford  went  down  to  Glasgow, 
made  a  long  speech  on  free  education, 
criticizing  and  attacking  the  speech  made 
a  few  days  ago  by  his  former  Ohief . 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD :  That 
is  exactly  what  I  understood  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say.  No  doubt,  there  are 
some  questions  which  become,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  political,  because  they  can 
only  be  worked  out  by  the  finances  re- 
quired being  obtained  by  Votes  in  this 
House ;  but  it  would  be  a  lamentable 
thing  if  questions  in  regard  to  education 
were  not  to  be  discussed  by  everybody 
merely  because  something  had  occurred 
to  bring  education  into  the  political 
field.  I  think  the  question  of  free  edu- 
cation is  one  which  all  men  ought  to  be 
able  to  discuss  quite  freely  everywhere. 
The  only  reason  assigned  for  maintain- 
ing that  the  question  was  in  any  sense 
a  political  one  was  that  if  the  result 
which  some  people  desired  was  to  be 
attained  it  ooiud  only  be  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament. I  have  yet  to  learn  that  that 
makes  any  question  connected  with  edu- 
cation a  political  one,  in  the  sense  that 
it  is  not  to  be  freely  discussed  by  public 
servants.  Certainly,  I  should  regard  il 
as  a  very  great  misfortune  if  upon  edu- 
cational subjeota  the  voice  of  such  a 
man  aa  Sir  Francis  Sandford  was  to  be 
ailenoed. 

Mr.  J.  JSr.  A.  MuimuU 


Mb.  E.  B.  BUSSELL:    The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  (Mr.  J. 
H.  A.  Macdonald's)  observations  appear 
to  me  to    be    singularly  unfortunate, 
when  all  our  recollections  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  recent  political  contest  are 
quite  fresh.    There  was  no  more  dan- 
gerous question  than  education  in  most 
of  the  constituencies  of  the  country; 
and  I  can  corroborate  what  has  been 
said  by  my  hon.  Fri^d  and  Colleague 
(Dr.  Cameron)  in  respect  to  Sir  Francis 
Sandford's  speech  in  Glasgow.     That 
speech  did  produce  an  unfortunate  effect ; 
it  was  very  generally  regarded  aa  an  in- 
trusion of  which  a  gentleman  in  his 
position  should  not  have  been  guilty ; 
and  I  think,  also,  it  was  an  inconvenience 
to  which  Gentlemen  who  were  standing 
for  seats  in  Parliament  ought  not  to 
have  been  subjected  from  anyone  in 
the  position  of  a  permanent  official.    Aa 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Francis  Sandford  has 
been  referred  to,  I  will  venture  to  say 
now  what  I  should  have  said  some  time 
ago  had  not  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Burnley  (Mr.  Bylands)  risen 
before  me— namely,  that  it  does  appear 
to  me  not  desirable  that  the  arrange- 
ment of  offices  in  a  now  Department 
such  as  this  of  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land should  be  prompted  solely  by  con- 
siderations of   economy.     The   Under 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  had,  as  we 
all  know,  a  very  brilliant  career  in  the 
Civil  Service.     He  holds  a  very  dis- 
tinguished position ;  but  I  imagine  that 
he  received  his  pension  because  his  ser- 
vices had  reached  a  point  at  which  they 
might  be  suspended.  If  it  was  desirable 
that  Sir  Francis  Sandford  should  be 
brought  into  the  service  of  the  country 
again,  I  should  have  thought  he  might 
have  been  employed  with  much  greater 
advantage  in  an  Office  of  less  novelty, 
in  an  Office  of  less  importance,  in  an 
Office  in  which  it  was  of  less  consequence 
that  good  and  firm  traditions  should  be 
established  by  some  permanent  official 
likely  to  occupy  his  position  for  a  long 
series  of  years.    These  seem  to  me  to 
be  considerations  of  much  greater  im- 
portance than  the  saving  of  £500  which 
IS  derived  from  the  pension  which  Sir 
Francis  Sandford  enjoys.    At  any  ratei, 
I  rejoice  very  much  that  my  hon.  Friend 
(Dr.  Cameron)  has  entered  this  protest 
against  an  incident  which,  I  repeat,  was 
regarded  with  just  remobation  when  il 
oconrredi  and  whieb|  I  vantore  to  say, 
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that  bj  meanii  of  eenindintion  w«  maj 
hare  a  more  effideot  •yttem  of  bamnoM 
introduced  in  Sootlaod  without,  nec-ot- 
AariljT,  the  expenditure  of  anj  more 
monev.  Tho  dit^cuwion  wo  have  had 
will  do  good ;  but,  in  tho  circumstances, 
I  think  wo  ought  now  to  allow  the  Vote 
topaes. 

I>R.  CAMERON :  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  adrancement  of  ooottish  Bust* 
ne98  would  be  much  bettor  promoted 
by  the  appearance  on  the  Front  Bench, 
during  tho  dincuMJon  of  Scottish  Busi- 
ness, of  some  official  connected  with  the 
Scottish  Department  than  the  establish* 
ment  of  officee.    I  asked  for  some  ez« 

Sression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
foTsmment  on  this  rery  points  whether 
what  is  law  for  a  policeman  or  a  tele* 
graph  clerk  shall  be  regarded  as  law  for 
a  permanent  official  in  a  higher  capacity? 
I  maintain  that  all  classes  of  jpublio 
serrants  should,  in  the  eyes  of  this  Uousey 
be  treated  in  one  and  the  same  manner. 
If  Sir  Francis  Sandford  is  well  qualified 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  an  educational 
question,  I  ao  not  see  how  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  late  Lord 
Advocate  'Mr.  J.  U.  A.  Macdonald)  can 
deny  that  policemen  and  telegraph 
clerks  and  rost  Office  0mphyh  are 
equally  well  qualified  to  grivo  intelligent 
opinions  on  questions  atfecting  them- 
selves. I  contend  that  the  same  rule 
applies  to  public  servants  in  all  capaci- 
ties. When  Sir  Francis  Sandford  laid 
down  this  rule  for  his  subordinates  he 
was  bound  to  attend  to  il  himself ;  and 
unless  I  get  some  explanation  I  shall 
regard  it  as  my  duty  to  divide  the  Com- 
mittee. I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote  by  £600. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pat, 

**  That  %  ram,  not  <»i<!«Mlinir  £2,930,  be  grsated 
to  Ilrr  MAJe»ty.  to  <!<  fray  tho  Ch«nr<«  which  wiU 
r.»m<*  in  <  •»ur<N«  iif  ymy  m*  tit  dunnir  Iho  y«ur  «id- 
iof?  on  thr  .11 M  lUy  of  M  irch  Insn,  for  thu  Ex- 
|M  u«4  of  tho  <  ^fliio  of  llir  Majvtty'i  Socrotsry 
f.T  SiolUnd.*— (/>r.  Cmwm^m,) 


won  merelT  a  deviation  ttom  the 
otdiaary  imiietuio,  but  an  act  liable  to 
prodnee  the  greatott  inconvenience,  be* 
cense  eaadidatee  for  seats  in  Parliament 
t Might  to  be  free  to  discuss  political 
i|ueelions  and  educational  questions  at 
an  election  time  without  intrusion  from 
those  whose  position  may  give  them  ex- 
c«»ptional  advantages  in  the  discussion 
of  soch  matters. 

Ma.  (ISSLEMONT :  I  differ  frommv 
kon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Edinburgh 
'Mr.  J.  Wilson)  in  any  such  notion  as 
that  of  giving  effect  to  Liberal  views 
when  thev  affect  any  part  of  a  constitu* 
eocy  or  of  tho  country.  I  think  we  ought 
to  praetiee  economv  all  round,  and  unless 
we  do  that  we  shall  have  no  success 
whatever.  I  shall  not  go  into  the  ques- 
t:(Mi — the  rather  heated  quest  ion — which 
has  been  raised  in  regard  to  an  important 
oActal  oonnected  with  this  Department ; 
bat  I  do  maintain  that  it  is  very  much 
%Ai  be  desired  that  thert*  should  be  some 
uniformity  in  resp<>ct  to  the  action  al- 
lowed  to  public  officials.  There  is  no 
d  >ubt  that  a  certain  portion  of  our  pub- 
he  officials  are  put  under  the  most  severe 
restrictions  witn  regard  to  any  ozpree* 
M(m  of  public  opinion ;  while  others,  en- 
joying pi»»itiona  which  from  their  very 
nature  ought  to  cause  them  all  the  more 
t«>  observe  neutrality  upon  public  ques- 
t.'i>na,  seem  to  take  advantage  of  those 
««ry  positions  to  ventilate  their  political 
views.  The  attention  of  the  uovem- 
meat  should  be  directed  to  this  matter, 
so  that  there  should  be  no  difference  in 
respect  to  the  expression  of  public  opi- 
nion between  those  who  receive  £1 
a  week  and  those  who  receive  £1,000 
a-ysftr ;  it  is  strictly  unfair  that  the  one 
should  have  his  mouth  c1os«h1,  while  the 
other  ahould  be  allowed  to  speak  as 
moeh  as  he  liked.  In  this  respect  an 
impartiality  should  be  shown  which  is 
uot  now  shown.  Nothing  was  more 
eimspicootts  during  the  recent  Election 
than  that  oertain  State-paid  persons 
acted  as  prominent  agents  for  th«*ir  own 
pi»Utieal  rarties ;  while  others  were  not 
allowed  to  giro  a  vote,  or  even  to  s|)eak 
upoa  pnblae  questions.  My  chief  inten- 
tj<>o  IB  rising,  however,  was  to  express 
the  opinion  that  the  Treasury's  atten- 
tion should  be  direinin|f  to  e4x>nomiztng. 
by  meaaa  of  ci*ntralixing  the  Office  of 
Secretary  for  Scotland  as  much  as  p(»s- 
aible,  the  espeodituro  of  money  on  the 
of  Soetlish  Business.    I  hope 


The  Committee  divided: — Ayee  52; 
Xo<^  110:  Majority  58.^(Div.  List, 
No.  7.) 

( >riginal  Question  put,  and  syrs^  fs. 

12.)  £100,  Lord  LieuteDant*s  Heuse- 
hold,  Ireland. 

(IS.)  £159,  Taluation  and  Boundary 
Survey,  Ireland. 

2  0  2 
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Olabs'.III. — JjXw  and  Jxtstioe. 
(14.)  £6,888,  Countj  Ooorte. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON:  Mr.  Courtney, 
there  is  one  remark  I  desire  to  make, 
and  it  arises  from  the  note  at  the  foot  of 
this  Yote.  The  sum  asked  for  addi- 
tional salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
County  Courts  is  £6,383;  and  the  note 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Vote  is  as 
follows : — 

<*The  Balaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Coprts 
vary  with  the  basineM.  The  namber  of  actions 
brought  in  the  Courts  has  exceeded  anticipa- 
tions. The  extra  receipts  will,  from  the  same 
cause,  exceed  the  Estimate  by  about  £23,000.*' 

Now,  this  seems  to  raise  the  question  to 
whioh  I  have  alluded  on  former  occa- 
sions— ^namely,  the  question  that  certain 
portions  of  me  fees  received  in  Courts 
of  Justice  require  some  revision.  I  be- 
Uere  it  would  be  found,  if  we  had  any 
means  of  estimating  the  relative  amounts 
receired  from  the  business  of  the  Courts, 
and  the  cost  of  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness, that  there  is  a  very  large  sur- 
plus in  some  branches  of  the  Leg^a- 
ture,  while  other  branches  do  not  pay. 
Some  County  Courts,  as  appears  from 
this  Yote,  pay  a  large  surplus  to  the 
State.  I  think  the  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  concurs  in  the  view  which  I 
have  previously  expressed — that  the  fees 
of  a  Court  ought  to  be  so  re  arranged 
that  they  will  not  produce  more  than 
the  sum  necessary  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Court.  If  the  fees  received 
in  any  particular  Court  largely  exceed 
the  cost  of  carrying  on  the  business  of 
that  Court  it  is  quite  evident  that  in 
that  Court  we  are  really  selling  justice. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  who 
is  so  well  acquainted  with  matters  of 
this  kind,  is  prepared  to  throw  any  light 
upon  the  very  extraordinary  discrepancy 
between  the  £6,888  asked  for  in  the 
form  of  salaries  and  £23,000  which  it  is 
estimated  will  come  in  by  way  of  extra 
receipts.  I  think  this  is  a  subject  which 
is  worthy  of  some  attention.  If  it  is 
not  possible  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation at  the  present  moment,  I  shall 
DO  glad  to  refer  to  the  matter  again  on 
a  future  occasion. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  Qentlemau  the 
Member  for  Preaton  (Mr.  Tomlinson) 


that  the  additional  charge  of  £6,388  for 
County  Court  justice  is  a  somewhat  re- 
markable one.  In  Ireland  we  have  not 
one-third  or  one-fourth  the  County  Court 
business  which  you  have  in  England, 
and  yet  there  is  an  amount  of  increase 
in  the  Irish  Courts  far  greater  than  that 
in  the  English  Courts.  I  hope  we  shall 
have  some  explanation  of  the  difference 
between  the  two  countries. 

The  SECKETABY  to  thb  TBEA- 
8URY  (Mr.  H.  H.  FowtER) :  I  quite 
agree  with  the  view  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Preston 
(Mr.  Tomlinson)  that  Courts  of  Justice 
should  pay  their  own  way  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. Whatever  may  be  the  case  in 
regard  to  the  Superior  Courts,  the 
County  Courts  of  the  country  have,  to  a 
great  extent,  been  self-supporting  insti- 
tutions. The  reason  whv  it  is  necessary 
to  ask  for  this  additional  sum  of  £6,383 
is  this.  The  Estimate  made  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  financial  year  contem- 
plated the  County  Court  business  being 
very  much  at  the  same  ratio  as  it  was  in 
the  preceding  year,  and  the  business 
had  been  decreasing  rather  than  in- 
creasing. The  amount  of  litigation  or 
the  amount  of  money  spent  in  the  re* 
covering  of  debto  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate  with  anything  like  accuracy. 
During  the  present  financial  year  there 
has  been  a  large  increase  in  County 
Court  litigation  in  this  country,  and  the 
result  of  that  litigation  is  that  the  extra 
fees — ordinary  fees — which  will  accrue 
to  the  Treasury  will  amount  to  some- 
thing like  £23,000 ;  while,  as  steted  at 
the  foot  of  the  Yote,  the  extra  expenses, 
in  the  shape  of  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Court,  will  only  be  about 
£6,000.  I  can  assure  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  Tomlinson}  that 
there  has  not  been  much  profit  on  the 
year.  I  find  that  the  entire  amount 
paid  into  the .  Treasury  in  1888-4^1 
have  not  jgot  the  Betum  for  1884-6 — 
was  only  £404,000,  while  this  year  it  is 
£440,000.  There  will  be  an  amount 
added  to  the  £404,000  which  may  bring 
it  to  the  other  amount.  I  may  suggest 
to  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  that  this 
question  might  be  raised  with  greater 
advantage  when  we  shall  hare  all  the 
facts  more  correctly  before  us,  when,  for 
instence,  the  whole  of  the  County  Court 
expenditure  is  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  House.    This  sum  has  been  paid; 
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butt  pfMlicAlly,  it  imposM  no  bunion  on 
tb«  UsMjet*.  There  can  bo  no  Iom  to 
tho  puUlo  Ezohooaor,  b«H^«u»6  fees  will 
come  in  which  wiU  more  than  eover  the 
nmoont  Of  ooane,  it  will  bo  for  mj 
ri|cht  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  L>>rd  Lieutenant  (Mr.  J.  Morlej)  to 
a  never  the  queetion  of  the  hon.  and 
l««amed  ircntleman  the  Member  for 
Sottth  I^rrjvMr.  Healy)  in  reference  to 
the  (\>unty  Court*  of  Ireland,  in  regard 
to  which  (!*ourta  I  am  in  entire  igno- 
ranee.  The  (Ingli^h  County  Courte 
pay  their  own  way,  and  I  wieh  the 
Soprrior  Oonrta  did  the  eamo.  I  am 
eornr  to  My  they  do  not. 

Mn.  MiJLLUY :  What  is  the  meaning 
of  the  wordii  at  the  fi>ot  of  the  Vote— 
**  The  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
CMtrts  rary  with  the  business  ?  **  The 
Ck>mplaint  which  baa  been  frequently 
made  in  the  House  is.  that  this  payment 
»f  the  officers  by  way  of  a  kind  of  com- 
mtsaion  upon  the  business  done  in  the 
t  ourts  has  been  the  cause  of  a  large 
increase  of  litigation,  amongf^t  the  poorer 
litigants,  in  cases  which  might  be  »<*ttled 


under  Tery  easy  circumstances.  When 
officers  of  a  Court  rec^eivo  commi^^ion 
U|>oii  the  business  done  in  their  Court 
there  is  a  difttinct  inducement  held  out 
to  them  to  cause  a  pndongation  of  liti- 
gation  either  by  the  advice  they  gsve  or 
by  the  action  they  took,  say  in  adjourn* 
ing  a  case,  or  arranging  that  there 
•hoolJ  be  something  in  the  way  of  an 
appeal.  We  have  had  S4'veral  dincus* 
si'ina  during  pre((*ding  Sessions  uptm 
this  question ;  and  tht*  opinion  generally 
egpfssni'd  ha*  been  that  the  officers  of 
the«e  Courts  should  not  be  paid  by  way 
of  commiseicm  upcm  the  busin«*es  done, 
but  that  they  should  be  paid  fixed 
salariea  like  the  officers  of  other  Courts. 
I  most  oonfeee  that  I  am  not  very  well 
iastmcted  in  this  subject ;  but,  as  far  as 
I  remember,  nearly  all  the  officers  <•!  the 
Httperior  Courts  are  paid  fixed  salaries, 
while  in  the  County  Courts  the  system 
of  which  I  and  others  complain  still 
obtains.  It  is  ea<y  to  S4'e,  not  to  use  too 
pdite  language,  that  tht^te  offin'M  do 
iadori%  bttsineen,  not  for  the  lienefit  of 
the  litigants,  but  for  the  ben«*tit  of  their 
own  pockets.  I  cannot  expect  the  hon. 
ttentleman  the  K  cretsry  to  the  Treasury 
.'Mr.  H.  II.  Fowler,  to  say  that  he  will 
introdoee  a  Bill  on  the  subject ;  but  I 
wottld  bke  to  get  from  him  some  expres- 
sion of  opinion  which  woold  strengthen 


the  hands  of  those  who,  like  my^lf,  hava 
Session  after  Session  drawn  attention  to 
the  point,  and  asked  that  some  reform 
take  place  in  this  very  unsatisfactoiy 
County  Court  system. 

Tnx  SP:CRETARY  to  m  TBEA- 
8URY  (Mr.  H.  H.  FowL«B^ :  I  quite 
admit  that  the  principle  of  payment  by 
fees  is  radically  unsound,  and  ought  to 
be  altered.  It  has  been  in  proeesa  of 
discontinuance  in  County  Courts  now  for 
a  great  many  years.  When  County 
Courta  were  originally  eetablished^tn 
lH-16— most  of  the  principal  officers  were 
paid  entirely  by  fees  levied  on  the 
suitors ;  but  that  system  was  abolished 
in  1855,  when  a  Boyal  Commission, 
which  sat  on  the  (question,  recommended 
in  substitution  of  that  mode  of  payment 
the  system  of  payment  by  salaries.  But 
the  salariea  were  fixed  according  to  the 
amount  of  business  done ;  and  my  hon. 
Friend  .;Mr.  Molloy  -  will  see  exactly  how 
the  amount  of  salary  may  vary  even  if 
an  officer  is  not  paid  by  fees,  but  by  the 
amount  of  business.  The  scale  fixed  in 
a  large  numb«*r  of  (^ourts  is  that  a  Ko- 
gintrar  is  paid  £120  for  the  first  'iOO 
plaints  entered  in  the  year;  £5  for  every 
25  plaints  beyond  that  number,  and  up 
to  1,000;  £4  for  every  25  plaints  from 
l,0(/0  to  6.000;  and  then,  if  the  plainU 
exceed  6,000,  a  net  salary  is  paid  to  him 
of  £650.  If  the  plainU  exceed  8,000 
a  net  salary  of  £700  is  paid,  and  so  on. 
So  there  is  a  graduated  scale,  although 
officers  art*  paid  by  salary.  Of  course, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  have  a  uni- 
form scale  of  payment,  because  there  are 
M>me  Courts  in  which  there  are  not  more 
than  2,000  plaints  entered  in  the  oour«e 
of  a  year,  while  there  are  other  Courta 
in  which  there  are  aa  many  aa  12,000 
plaints  entered  annually.  And  so  there 
is  a  sliding  scale,  regulating  the  salariea 
according  to  the  businef  s  done. 

Mn.  T0MLIN80N ;  I  am  not  sure 
that  I  put  my  point  as  distinctly  as  I 
ought  to  have  done.  My  point  is  that 
the  excess  of  stanipa  in  one  Court  is 
made  to  pay  the  dtficiency  in  another 
(*ourt.  For  inf>tsnre,  I  believe  it  was 
almoftt  demonstrated  two  years  ago  that 
the  Clianccty  Divinion  pavs  a  large 
profoitionof  the  ccsts  of  the  criminal 
business  of  the  country ;  and  I  would 
ask  my  hon.  Friend  that]  attention  may 
be  given  to  this  point. 

Vote  0freid  U. 
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(15.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 1 
poaed, 

*'  That  a  Sapplemcntanr  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,827,  be  granted  to  ifer  Majeatj,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  coarse  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  1886,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
the  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scotland,  and 
other  Legal  Charges.*' 

Db.  CAMERON :  I  should  like  to  ask 
for  some  information  in  regard  to  the 
larger  item  in  this  Estimate.  I  regret 
the  absence  from  the  House  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
and  the  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Bal- 
four) ;  but  in  their  absence  perhaps 
one  of  the  Oentlemen  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  will  be  able  to  give  us 
some  information.  There  is  a  suspicion 
that  legal  expenses  in  connection  with 
Crown  business  in  Scotland  are  very 
often  heaped  up ;  and  it  appesrs  to  me 
that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to 
know  something  of  the  cause  of  our 
having  to  vote  this  rather  large  sum  in 
connection  with  a  matter  which,  per- 
haps, may  not  be  deemed  of  great  im- 
portance in  a  Democratic  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  As  there  is  no  Scotch 
official  Bepresentative  here,  perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  that,  with  refer- 
ence to  this  Supplementary  Yote,  the 
increase  in  the  expenses  under  Sub-head 
B  is  entirely  due  to  the  accounts  of  the 
agents  for  services  in  connection  with  the 
Lauderdalo  and  Lovat  Peerage  cases.  I 
know  that  this  account  was  most  care- 1 
fully  criticized  by  the  Treasury ;  and  I 
believe  that  every  item  has  been  most 
carefully  taxed  by  those  whose  expe- 
rience justifies  them  in  expressing  an ' 
opinion  as  to  what  amount  ought  to  be 
paid.  The  account  has  received  the  most ; 
careful  attention,  and  each  item  has 
been  vouched  for.  The  expenses  in- 
curred are  expenses  which  ought  to  have 
been  incurred,  and  they  were  not  in 
excess  of  the  services  rendered. 

Mr.  JACKS :  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  items  were  carefully  tax(*d ;  but  it 
Foems  to  me  that  there  is  a  higher  ques- 
tion than  that,  which  is  this — What  pos- 
sible interest  could  it  bo  to  the  people  of 
Scotland  how  this  process  was  carried 
on  ?  I  may  say  that  unless  I  have  some 
proper  explanation  as  to  how  the  money 
of  the  community  is  being  paid,  in  a 
cause  in  which  the  people  of  Scotland 


have  no  interest  whatever,  I  shall  moat 
certainly  oppose  the  Yote ;  and  if  it  is 
not  against  the  Bules  and  custom  of  the 
House  I  will  ask  to  report  Progress. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler):  Thero 
were  Crown  interests  raised  in  regard  to 
these  two  Peerages,  and  these  items  aro 
the  expenses  of  the  agents  attending  to 
the  interests  of  the  Crown.  What  the 
Treasury  have  to  do,  and  what  they  have 
done,  is  to  see  that  this  expenditure  is 
reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  amount, 
and  that  has  been  carried  out.  The  ac- 
count has  been  passed  by  the  Treasury. 

Dr.  CAMERON :  After  the  extremely 
lucid  explanation  which  has  been  given 
to  the  Committee,  and  the  evident  sin- 
cerity with  which  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
both  Benches  had  avowed  their  personal 
conviction  that  not  a  halfpenny  has  been 
uselessly  spent  in  this  case,  I  have  only 
to  say  that,  of  course,  there  is  "a  di- 
vinity that  doth  hedge  a  King ; "  and 
it  would,  perhaps,  not  do  for  a  private 
Member  to  inquire  too  minutely  into 
what  really  are  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
and  what  are  the  interests  of  the  people 
in  this  particular  case.  But  it  does 
seem  to  me  to  be  rather  hard  that  if 
two  or  more  claimants  to  any  particular 
Peerage  crop  up  and  tell  us  that  so 
many  hundred  years  ago,  in  consequence 
of  their  ancestors  having  committed  some 
murder  or  other,  they  were  obliged  to 
fly  and  work  as  colbers,  or  some  cock- 
and-bull  story  of  that  kind,  the  com- 
munity should  find  themselves  taxed  to 
the  extent  of  £1,000  or  so  for  defending 
the  interests  of  the  Crown,  and  not  get 
some  less  unintelligible,  though  possibly 
not  less  satisfactory,  explanation  of  the 
account  than  we  have  now. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr. 
Cameron)  that  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country  should  not  be  asked  to  vote 
£1,200  in  the  interest  of  the  Crown,  in 
a  case  of  this  sort,  without  a  sio^lo 
word  of  explanation  as  to  what  the  in- 
terest of  the  Crown  or  the  interest  of 
the  people  is.  Without  wishing  to  di- 
vide the  Committee,  I  do  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  will  give  some 
explanation  as  to  what  the  interest  of 
the  Crown  is  in  these  Peerages. 

Tub  SECRETARY  roR  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Trxvbltax)  :  I  regret  exceedingly 
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that  I  wa«  not  here  when  thia  nutter 
VM  first  bronght  up ;  but  I  do  not  know 
vhether  mj  preeeneo  on  that  occaeion 
woald  hare  been  of  any  benefit  to  the 
Committee  or  not.  The  entire  Busi- 
Beee  of  Scotland  —  tho  adminietratire 
Boeioeee  —  has  been  haodud  over  to 
tho  Scottish  Office  ;  but  the  onlj  De- 
partment  which  hat  boen  retained  in 
th#  hands  of  the  Homo  Office  is  that  of 
law  and  justice.  Tbo  Vote  that  is  now 
before  us  undoubtedly  concerns  law, 
and  possibly  concerns  justice  ;  and  I 
am  nnable,  tbereforo,  to  contribute 
anything  to  the  deliberations  of  the 
Co«nmitt<  e  on  this  matter.  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  think  thi^se  Votes  should 
be  examined  extremely  carefully.  We 
hare  been  in  Office  only  a  fortnight, 
and  I  take  it  that  the  Home  Offiro,  which 
is  ooncemed  with  law  and  justice,  is 
rsspcmsible  in  a  very  small  degree  for 
the  Vote  now  before  us.  This  is  one  of 
thoee  occasions  on  which  every  hon. 
Member  must  make  up  his  own  mind, 
and  I  cannot  contribute  to  the  modo  in 
which  ho  vill  make  it  up.  If  hon.  Oen- 
tN*men  think  that  b^  voting  for  this 
Estimate  they  are  voting  public  money 
for  an  olijet^t  upon  which  public  money 
•hould  1m)  ei^K-mded,  I  should  strongly 
advise  them  to  voti*  for  it.  The  moni'V 
hsa  undoubtedly  been  paid,  and  there- 
ff.r*  that  is  a  very  stroog  reu5on  for 
Noting  it.  I  am  bound  to  say,  howover, 
thst  from  my  knowledge  of  what  took 

{»lace  on  a  prfviaus  uvauon  I  do  not 
»lame  hon.  Members  who  m^ke  a  pro- 
test of  this  kind. 

Ma.  MCrLLOCn :  I  can  scarcely 
allow  this  Vot<*  to  pass  without  entering 
my  most  earnest  protest  ageiost  any 
•iM-h  expenditure  of  public  money.  It 
is  of  no  interest  to  the  iHH>ple  of  Scotland 
which  i>articular  member  of  a  family 
comes  into  a  Pe^rago,  and  I  cannot  »«*e 
what  are  ths  interests  of  the  Crown. 
I  think  we  sh'^uld  have  some  assurance 
from  the  Front  Bench  thst  such  an  ex- 
penditure «hall  not  be  entered  into  again. 
If  thst  assurance  is  not  given  I  shall 
(••rtainly  vote  against  the  item  in  ques- 
tion. 

Ma.  JAC^KS :  I  certainly  fail  to  see 
any  justice  in  saddling  tho  peo|>I«>  of 
Scotland  with  £l,a(H)  in  order  to  diride 
which  of  the  ari*t4icracy  is  to  enter  into 
tha  possession  of  a  certain  portion  of 
land;  and,  therefore,  I  beg  to  move  that 
tha  Yota  be  refused. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  propoeed, 
<*That   the  Yota   ba   omitted.'M^''- 

Mr.  JOHNS:  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what 
would  be  the  result  of  our  canying  the 
Vote  against  him  on  this  occasion? 
What  would  be  the  result  to  the  country, 
and  what  would  be  the  result  to  the  Se- 
cretary for  Scotland  ?  

The  CHANCELLOR  op  rm  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  William  Habcoubt)  :  I  do 
not  know  whether  tho  money  would  be 

faid  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland ;  but 
think  the  Committee  ought  to  know 
really  what  the  Vote  is.  I  think  there 
seems  to  bo  some  idea  that  it  is  for  tho 
purpose  of  promoting  the  claims  of 
people  for  Peerages  in  Scotland;  but 
that  is  not  so.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
the  reverse.  There  were  certain  Peer* 
ages  which  were  in  abeyance  or  in 
doubt,  and  people  put  forth  claims  to 
these  Peersges.  Of  course,  if  they  had 
it  all  their  own  wav,  the  public  would 
very  likelv  believe  that  they  had  a  good 
claim.  The  view  of  the  Constitution, 
however,  has  been  that  when  a  man 
claims  a  seat  in  the  Houso  of  Lords 
there  ought  to  be  a  judicial  investigation 
as  to  whether  or  not  he  is  entitled  to  it ; 
and  for  that  purpose  it  is  nec(»ssary  that 
there  should  be  a  Queen's  Proctor  to 
examine  whether  or  not  it  is  a  well* 
foundiKl  claim,  and  it  is  nc*cessary  that 
counsel  should  be  in^tructed  and  agenta 
employed  by  the  Crown  to  examine 
such  claims.  That  really  is  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Vote  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Of  course,  the  Committee  mav 
decide  that  they  will  have  no  such 
charge ;  but,  in  that  case,  some  claim- 
ants to  Peerages  will  not  be  opposed 
at  all. 

Ma.  RTLANDS :  If  this  was  a  ques- 
tion  on  which  our  Scotch  Friends  were 
exclusively  interestiMl  I  would  haveapo- 
I4)gi2(^  for  interfering.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exche<|uer  has  put  the  case  as 
well  as  it  can  be  put ;  but  it  is  none  the 
lenA  very  lame.  I  wish  to  relieve  the 
mind  oi  the  hon.  Member  from  Scot- 
land— 

Ma.  JOHNS:  NorthEaat  Warwick- 
shire. 

Mr.  RTLANPS  :  The  hon.  Member 
for  Warwickshire.  I  beg  his  pardon ;  I 
thouffhl  he  came  from  Scotland.  I  wish 
to  relieve  tha  mind  of  tha  hon*  Mambar 
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who  had  some  doubts  as  to  what  would 
happen  if  this  Vote  was  not  passed.  It 
would  make  these  proceedings  in  Oom- 
mittee  a  perfect  farce  if  it  were  to  be 
said  that  because  the  money  had  been 
spent  the  Cbmmittoe  was  bound  to  vote 
it.  The  explanations  which  we  have  re- 
ceived have  been  very  lame  indeed. 
Clearly  the  public  may  very  naturally 
say  that  these  gentlemen,  who  apply  to 
be  admitted  into  the  ranks  of  the  Peer- 
age, should  defray  the  expenses,  or  that 
the  costs  of  litigation  should  be  charged 
to  the  parties  in  the  case.  Because  my 
Lord  Lovat,  or  some  other  worthy,  ex- 
cellent gentleman,  thinks  that  he  is  en- 
titled to  a  particular  Peerage  and  goes 
to  law  about  it,  then  we.  who  have  no 
interest  in  the  matter  at  all,  have  to  pay 
the  costs.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it ;  and  I  can  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Johns)  that  if  we  refuse  this  money 
my  impression  is  that  wo  shall  never 
have  such  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
again.  Do  not  be  alarmed  as  to  where 
the  money  has  to  come  from.  I  can 
promise  the  Committee  that  neither  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land (Mr.  Trevelyan)  nor  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  will  have  to  pay.  I 
will  guarantee  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
that  he  shall  not  have  to  pay  it,  and  I 
will  guarantee  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer that  he  will  not  be  called  upon 
to  pay  it ;  and  I  think  we  might  put  a 
stop  to  what  is  a  most  objectionable 
Tote  by  rejecting  it.  If  we  do  refuse  to 
vote  this  money  I  really  think  we  shall 
have  made  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

Me.  JOHNS :  What  has  been  said 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Kylandff)  hardly  satisfies  me.  What  I 
want  to  know  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  this — What  will  happen 
if  we  refuse  this  Vote  ?  It  appears  to 
me  to  be  a  debt  incurred  while  hon. 
Members  opi)osite  were  in  power.  [  *  *  No, 
no!"]  Then  it  must  have  been  paid 
very  recently — within  the  last  fortnight 
in  fact.  If  it  was  not  paid  within  the 
last  fortnight,  then  it  is  quite  clear  that  it 
must  fall  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Front 
Bench  opposite.  What  I  want  to  know 
is,  what  will  be  the  result  ?  If  the  hon. 
Member  who  spoke  last  is  right,  the 
result  of  our  refusing  to  pass  the  Vote 
will  be  a  very  happy  one. 

The  CHANCELLOK  of  thx  EXCHE- 
QUER ;SirWiLLLLMHAROOUBT):  After 

Mr.  Byhndi 


the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Burnley  (Mr.  Eylande),  who  appears  to 
have  guaranteed  everybody,  the  hon. 
Member  need  not  have  any  feara  of  the 
result,  for  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley 
had  clearly  backed  the  bill.  I  am  sorry, 
however,  that  I  cannot  say  when  the 
money  was  paid,  or  what  would  happen 
if  the  Vote  were  not  passed ;  but  I  should 
recommend  hon.  Members  to  be  satisfied 
with  what  might  be  called  the  moral 
lesson  read  to-night,  and  which  I  ven- 
ture to  say  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and*overybody  else  connected 
with  finance  on  this  Bench,  will  bear  in 
mind.  I  regard  the  hon.  Member*^for 
Burnley  as  a  very  valuable  ally  of  the 
Treasury  Bench  in  the  matter  of  eco- 
nomy; and  no  amount  of  invective  which 
he  may  hurl  at  the  Treasury  Bench  on 
that  score  will  be  taken  ill  by  me.  The 
more  these  Votes  are  criticized  the  better 
I  shall  bo  pleased.  However,  it  is  no 
use  crying  over  spilt  milk,  and  I  think 
we  might  pass  the  Vote. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  do  not  think 
that  the  statements  we  have  received  on 
this  subject  have  been  at  all  satisfactory, 
considering  that  this  is  a  matter  in  which 
we  are  taking  money  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  poor  people.  I  would  ask  whe- 
ther the  claimants  to  these  two  Peerages 
were  successful  in  their  suits?  [Mr. 
JoHKS :  One  was.]  If  one  was,  it  is 
clear  that  he  would  have  money  enough 
to  pay  the  costs  of  the  case.  If  one  was 
not  successful,  then,  by  the  ordinary  rule 
which  renders  unsuccessful  litigants 
liable,  he  ought  to  be  condemned  in 
costs.  Now,  few  of  us  on  this  side  of  the 
House  wish  to  see  additions  made  to  the 
Peerage  in  an  authorized  manner,  much 
less  in  an  unauthorized  manner;  and, 
therefore,  we  are  opposed  to  seeing  any- 
one go  into  the  Gilded  Chamber  at  the 
expense  of  the  taxpayers.  The  sum  of 
£1,280  is  a  large  sum  ;  and  when  it  is 
known  that  the  greatest  distress  exists 
amongst  the  poor,  who  are  already  over- 
burdened with  taxes,  we  have  a  right 
to  insist  that  those  who  like  the  amuse- 
ment of  trying  to  get  Peerages  should 
pay  for  it. 

Mr.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON  :  If  tho 
Committee  is  going  to  vote  on  this  matter 
it  is  as  well  that  I  should  state  what  are 
the  facts  of  the  case.  These  Estimates 
were  certainly  prepared  by  the  late  Ad- 
ministration ;  but  the  costs  in  question 
were  not  incurred  daring  their  tenure  of 
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OBe#.  I  would  qualify  that  statement, 
howeror,  bj  eajing  that  the  procoffliogii 
in  one  of  the  disputed  Peeragee  did  not 
eonrlode  until  aAer  the  Marquess  of 
8ali«burj  eame  into  power ;  but  in  oach 
aum*  the  proceedings  were  initiated  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Government  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mtd  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone).  I  do  not 
•a?  that  with  anj  idea  of  throwing  dis- 
credit upon  the  proceedings  now  under 
discussion  and  supported  bj  the  (^o- 
Temmont,  but  rather  in  order  that 
the  Committet^  maj  be  informed  as 
regards  the  fact.  As  to  the  ground 
upkin  which  the  Crown  appean^d,  I  would 
explain  that  the  grant  of  Poemges 
fliws  from  the  Trown;  and  thej  confer 
not  merely  privilfgcs,  but  a  share  in 
publio  duties.  It  has  been  the  inrariablo 
and  necessarj  practice  of  the  CVown  that 
whenerer  a  Peerage  is  in  dispute  the 
Crown  should  interpose  in  an  impartial 
character,  in  onler  to  see  that  the  Peer- 
age does  not  get  into  the  hands  of  rome 
IM'rttin  unautliorixed  to  asHume  it.  The 
proceedings  in  which  the  (^roirn  takos 
part  are  before  the  (^ommitton  of  Privi- 
l<';r**s.  and  the  part  the  Law  OfHr*  r  plavs 
l*rfore  that  Coniniittee  is  to  watch  the 
f  rocf*edings,  and  at  the  clo«io  to  give 
such  assistance  to  the  Committee  as 
aaay  enable  th«»m  to  decide  according 
to  the  rights  of  th«*  rase.  These  are  not 
merely  dati«^  which  relate  to  one  of  the 
important  Pr^rogntin*^  of  the(^rown,  but 
thej  are  aber  lutelj  necesMirj  to  long  as 
the  right  to  a  Peerage  confers  not  merely 
privileges,  but  public  duties,  whichought 
to  be*  secured  to  those  alone  who  ought 
to  4»ser«*iM«  thcra.  Accordingly,  I  venture 
to  think  that  the  expenditure  which  ban 
beett  incurred  is  a  very  nec<*ft«ary  portion 
of  the  due  administration  of  a  by  no 
means  unimportant  part  of  the  right  and 
daty  of  the  (^rown.  I  regret  the  ab- 
s^nce  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
U«ntleman  the  If  ember  f<»r  Clack  man  nan 
Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  and  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland  'Mr.  Asher  ;  and 
I  have  only  ris^n,  as  one  of  the  late 
I^aw  Officers,  to  furnish  the  Committee 
with  an  explanation  of  th<»  ground  on 
which    the  Crown    appears    in    such 


Mm.  BRADLAU<}n :  We  have  hi»ard 
firoa  the  Treasury  Bench  that  this  dis- 
eusaioa  will  act  as  a  moral  lesfti)n  to  the 
Government.  Well,  I  do  not  beli««ve  in 
Flalottfe  moral  leaaons,  and  I  think  the 


proper  way  to  teach  the  Government  a 
fosson  is  by  recording  our  votes  for  the 
Amendment. 

Ma.  MOLIiOT:  I  will  put  it  to  the 
C4>mmittee  what  this  Vote  really  amounts 
to.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  sum  is  f<ir 
fees  for  the  two  legal  ( tentlemen  who  re* 
present  Scotland  in  this  Iloufto.  ['*No, 
no !  "  J  If  hon.  Gentlemen  deny  it  I  will 
ask  the  Government,  docs  not  this  sum 
represent  the  fees  paid  to  the  two  legal 
Gentlemen  in  the  Government  who  act 
Ai  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  in  the 
SiN)tch  Department? 

Dr.  K.  McDonald  :  There  is  one 
point  of  view  from  which  this  matter 
can  be  regarded  that  has  been  lost  sight 
of  up  to  this.  I  would  ask  where  are 
the  Gentlt»men  holding  these  Peerages 
at  the  pr<«sont  time?  Are  they  not 
able  to  aefend  themselves  against  other 
claimants;  and  is  it  necessary  to  ask  the 
people  to  pay  the  expense  of  such  mes- 
8un>s  as  are  ne<M»fiMiry  to  enable  them  to 
keep  their  titles?  It  seems  to  me  it 
is  the  business  of  those  who  hold  the 
titlos  to  defend  them. 

Ma.  BAKKH:  The  Committee  should 
not  los4«  sight  of  the  question  of  justice 
in  this  matter.  I  nold  as  strongly 
as  any  Gentleman  sitting  below  the 
(tangway  the  fe<'ling  that  we  should  not 
defend  the  hereditary  right  of  Gentlemen 
to  th(»se  hereditary  Peerages ;  but  so 
long  as  we  have,  as  part  or  our  Consti« 
tution,  to  uphold  the  hereditarv  prtn- 
cinle,  then  I  must  admit  that  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  see  that  litigation 
on  the  subject  of  a  Peerage  goes  m  the 
right  dire<*tion.  So  long  as  we  are  to 
uphold  hereditary  Peers g««s,  I  hold  that 
the  (Government  have  been  right  in  the 
expenditure  of  this  money.  Though  I 
hold  a  strong  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
thc^  P(H»rages,  I  shall  feel  bound  to  vote 
for  the  Gov<*rnment. 

Mr.  MGLIiGY  :  I  have  asked  a  ques- 
tion of  the  (rovemment,  and  I  mean  to 
g«*t  an  answer  to  it,  aa  it  is  a  very 
r«*s^nable  one.  There  is  a  sum  of 
£1,200  that  has  been  paid  for  Govern- 
ment agents  to  attend  the  examinations 
into  these  Peerage  questions.  I  have 
stated  that  the  money  has  gone  in  feea 
to  the  Crown  counsel  or  their  repreeen* 
tativ(*s.  We  know  that  in  English  oasea 
the  Attorney  General  does  not  alwaya 
attend  the  inquiries  himself ;  but  I  think 
he  ought  to  do  so  for  his  salary^and  the 
Iriah  Law  Otkett  in  Iriah  eaaea  aa  weO . 
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I  maintain  that  this  money  is  paid  to  the 
Law  Officers  in  fees.  It  has  been  denied 
in  a  general  sort  of  way  from  this  side ; 
but  before  we  go  to  a  division  I  intend 
to  get  an  answer  to  my  question.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  this  money  has 
or  has  not  been  paid  in  the  nature  of 
fees  to  Grown  counsel  ? 

Mb.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD :  I  am 
not  quite  in  a  position  to  auswer  the 
question  put  by  the  hon.  Member;  but 
certainly,  judging  from  my  own  expe- 
rience, nothing  like  such  a  sum  as  is  here 
put  down  ashavingbeen  paid  to  the  agents 
of  the  Crown  for  services  in  connection 
with  the  Lauderdale  and  Lovat  Peerage 
cases  has  reached  the  hands  of  those  who 
were  at  the  time  the  Officers  of  the  Crown 
in  Scotland.  When  the  Lauderdale 
Peerage  case  was  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  it  so  happened  that  during  its 
course  there  came  a  change  of  Govern- 
ment ;  and  as  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  present  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J. 
B.  Balfour)  was  unable  any  longer  to  ap- 
pear on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  according  to 
the  usages  of  the  State  and  Parliament  it 
was  necessary  that  the  new  Lord  Advo- 
cate and  other  counsel  should  take  his 
place.  I  am  not  here  for  one  momeut 
to  defend  the  ordinary  practice  which 
takes  place  in  these  cases,  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate or  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland 
being  employed,  as  distinguished  from 
other  Crown  officials.  If  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate is  instructed  to  appear  in  such  a 
case  he  has  to  do  the  work ;  and  as  long 
as  it  is  the  practice  that  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate should  appear  and  attend  these 
cases  for  the  CSown  I  think  everyone 
who  knows  what  the  salary  of  that  func- 
tionary is  for  the  duties  he  has  to  do — 
everyone  who  remembers  that  he  is  the 
Public  Prosecutor,  having  to  take  charge 
of  the  public  prosecutions  in  Sootland, 
and  that  he  is  expected,  as  part  of  his 
duties,  to  find  a  seat  in  this  House,  and 
to  be  in  London  for  a  considerable  part 
of  the  year — will  agree  that  he  is  not  a 
highly- paid  official,  I  think  that  even 
the  most  economical  of  my  Friends  the 
Scotch  Members  will  not  deny  that.  But 
as  regards  the  fees  that  wore  paid  to  the 
Lord  Advocate— or  rather  the  Gentleman 
who  was  the  late  Lord  Advocate  until 
about  three  weeks  ag6— I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  speak.  I  can  speak  for  my- 
self, however ;  and  I  say  this  with  per- 
fect certainty  from  my  reoolleotion — 
that  not  more  than  one  tithe  of  this  mim 
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reached  the  Lord  Advocate  of  the  late 
(Government. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  tke  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlau^) 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr. 
Cameron)  have  taken  a  very  un-Badical 
view  of  thisYote,  because,  I  understand, 
these  Gentlemen  object  to  a  genuine 
House  of  Lords,  and  much  more  to  a 
bog^s  one.  As  I  understand  it,  they 
would  be  anxious  to  prevent  any  fraudu- 
lent person  going  to  the  House  of  Lords 
— any  person  who  had  no  business  there. 
For  myself,  I  object  to  the  House  of 
Lords  in  toto  as  a  real  institution,  and 
much  more  as  a  sham  one.  I  would  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act  there  was  inserted  a  clause 
requiring  the  Attorney  General  or  his 
representative  to  attend  inquiries  under 
that  measure  to  see  who  are  the  indi- 
viduals properly  elected,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, to  prosecute  anyone  acting  illegally. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  same  duty  de- 
volves upon  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  in  regard  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
It  is  necessary  that  they  should  seo 
that  that  House  is  not  filled  by  per- 
sons who  have  no  claim  to  be  there.  At 
the  same  time,  I  think  the  amount  of 
the  charge  on  the  Yotes  is  extremely  ex- 
cessive. I  would  recall  to  the  miod  of 
the  Committee  the  fact  that  this  is  a 
Scotch  Peerage  case ;  and  that  in  an  Irish 
case,  when  Mr.  Yilliers  Stuart  prose- 
cuted a  claim  to  the  de  Yesci  Peerage, 
which  was  rejected  on  the  ground  of 
bastardy,  there  was  no  charge  made  for 
the  attendance  of  the  Irish  Solicitor  or 
Attorney  General.  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  be  costlier  for  Scotch  gentlemen 
to  appear  in  London  in  connection  with 
legal  matters  than  for  Irish  gentlemen 
to  cross  the  Channel  and  come  to  London 
for  the  same  purpose.  I  think  it  would 
be  reasonable  to  object  to  the  extreme 
charge  proposed  in  the  Yote,  and  to 
oppose  tbe  Yote  if  a  reduction  in  the 
amount  were  proposed. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  :  I  desire  to  call 
attention  to  a  point  which,  I  think,  has 
escaped  notice.  It  is  now  proposed  that 
this  Yote  be  rejected  as  a  ^ole ;  but 
there  is  a  portion  of  it  to  which  no 
one  has  offered  any  objection,  and 
that  is  the  expenditure  in  regard  to 
Keotion  Petitions.  By  refusing  this 
Yote  we  shall  be  rejecting  not  only 
the  sum   for  the    Peerage  cases 
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terr^d  to,  but  aho  that  which  has  re- 
feraace  to  Election  Petitioos.  I  do  not 
thtak  hoa.  Opntlcmcn  oppomtc  reallr 
intMid  to  do  that.  It  it  hardly  worth 
while  to  go  to  a  diri«ion  unfoss  the 
point  at  tatue  is  put  properly  before  tho 
tomnittee. 

I>a.  CAMERON:    I  omitted  in  mj 
o)>^TratinDS  the  point  the  hon.  Mombt^r 
who  haa  ju^  sat  down  referred  to.     As 
I  rvad  the  matter,  it  would  he  sufficiont 
tn  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  bj 
the  amount  of  £1,286.    The  hon.  and 
learned  Uombor  for  MoDaghaa»[**  No 
tto !  "  ]  —  1   \H*g  the  hon.  and  learned 
If  ember's  pardon — he  has  a  choice  of  »o 
maaj  w*at8    that  one    cannot    always 
rt»momber  tho  place  he  represents -* toe 
bon.  and  learned  Memberfor  South  Derrj 
(Mr.  Healy   %\y% ho  do4»s  not  know  why 
there  should  l>e  a  heayy  charge  in  con- 
neetion  with  a  fikotch  case,  when  there 
i«  none  at  all  in  n«gard  to  Irish  ca^4>s. 
lie  ertdently   could  not  haye  listened 
to  the  argumeota  of  tho  eX'Ix)rd  Adyo- 
eau   Ur.  J.  II.  A.  Maodonald)  just  now, 
becanve    he   told  the  Committee  most 
distinctly  that  it  is  expected  that  the 
I»rd  Adrocate  for  Scotland  shall  find  a 
seat  in  this  House ;  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  knows  perfectly  well 
that  no  such  thing  is  expected  or  ne- 
fsssarr  in  the  csfte  of  the  Irish  Attorney 
C}eaerml.     It  is  as  well  to  dinabuse  the 
hon.  and  leamM  Gentleman's  mind  on 
thi«  subject.     If  that  had  been  put  for- 
ward as  a  n*aiw>n  why  we  should  yote 
this  snm  I  should  not  haye  objected  to 
It.   The  hon.  Meul»ers  who  haye  argued 
the  qneation  haye  not  obtained  a  satis* 
factory  answer  from  either  nide  of  the 
IIcm«o.     The  late  S>li(  itor  (General  for 
{Gotland  Mr. J.  P.  B.Kobertson)said  the 
exp«nsi»  incurred  was  necessary  for  the 
dae  administration  of  the  law  in  Peerage 
cases;  then  his  (*olleague  gets  np  and 
says   he  df>ee  not  know   where    nine- 
tenths  of  the  money  went,  as  it  did  not 
g»  into  his  pcK  ket.     The  Secretary  for 
hc«Mland  'Mr.  Tmyelyau/  told  ua,  in  his 
must  candid  speech,  that  he  had  on<^> 
been  of  opinion  that  such  sums  should 
sot  be  yoted  ;   but  since  he  has  taken 
hie  present  place  in  the  (Joyerament  it 
aeema    that    hta   yiewa  on  the  matter 
haye    nndergone   a    modification.     He 
admitted  that  those  who  object  to  tho 
Tote   are  justified  in    yoting  against 
it;    aad»  that  beisg  so,   I  think  tba 
beat  way  of  marking  our  objectioii  to 
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I  this  extrayaganoe  is  to  yota  for  the  ra« 
duction. 

Motion,  by  leaye,  tciihdraun. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoaedi 

**  That  a  Sapplem^kotanr  eum,  not  oxc^cUing 
£11,  bo  ffrnntiU  to  Hur  M.tjt'sty,  to  drfrmy  tho 
<'h.-irR<'  which  will  crnno  id  c^urM  of  pftrment 
•liiriiifl^  tho  yrar  •n<lin(;  on  th«*  3Ut  amy  of 
Man-h  1HH«).'  for  th<»  HaUrif*  and  Kxpenaea  of 
Xh^  <%>urt«  of  I«aw  and  Juttico  in  Scotland,  and 
other  Legal  ('harK««.''  —  (/>r.  CMmtrom  ) 

TiieCH  ANCKLLOK  op  the  EXCUE- 
QUER   ;Sir    WiLUAM    lURwuBr; :    I 
think  whst  the  hon.  and  learned  Oentle- 
man  (Mr.  IIealy^  has  said  is  yeiy  fair. 
He  said  that  so  long  aa  yon  haye  a  Uooae 
of  I/ords  it  is  proper  to  take  pains  that 
it  should  be  kept  for  persons  who  are 
entitled  to  sit  there ;  ana  that,  therefore, 
we  should  not  object  to  proper  pre- 
cautiona  being  taken  for  that  purpose. 
I  understood  him,  howeyer,  to  say  that 
the  charge  in  this  Vote  might  be  ex* 
cessiye.     With  regard  to  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Irish  Attorney  General  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  I  am  not  able  to  atate 
any  particular  instance;  but  I  should 
say  that,  aa  a  matter  of  principle,  a  man 
claiming  an  Irish  Peerage  may  be  on  a 
different  footing  to  one  claiming  a  Scotch 
Peerage.    There  may  hayo  b<*en  somo* 
thing  peculiar  in  the  cases  under  dis* 
cussion.     I  do  not  know  how  that  is; 
but,  aa  a  general  principle,  you  ought  to 
hare    someone   to   see    that  improper 
pemons  do  not    sit  in  the    House  of 
l»rds.    Yon  ought  to  haye  a  proper 
tribunal  and  Law  Adyisers  to  take  care 
of  that,  just  aa  you  haye  to  see  that 
improper  persons  do  not    sit    in  this 
Houae.  That  must  be  prorided  for,  and 
any  charge  it  necessarily  inyolyes  is,  in 
my  opinion,  a  proper  one  to  throw  on 
the  public  funds.     No  one  will  deny 
that  proposition,    I   think.    It  woitld 
be    improfier,    it    seems    to    mo,    to 
argue  Uie  question  of  the  deeirability 
of  haying  a  second  Chamber  on   the 
Vote  for  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice 
in    Scotland.     Wheneyer    that    ques- 
tion  is    raised    it    should    be    raiM«d 
dir«*ctly.    If  you  are  to  haye  a  House 
of  Lonls,  you  ought  to  haye  some  pro- 
perlyconstituted  public  tribunal  fittingly 
rumiahed  with  adyice  to  determine  whe- 
ther a  claimant  of  it  is  legally  a  Mem- 
ber of  it  or  not    That  ia  a  reasonable 
and  a  fair  way  of  looking  at  the  matter; 
and  no  prejudice  against  the  Hoaaa  of 
Locda  aa  an  iaatitation  ought  to  ba  al* 
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lowed  to  influence  our  minds  in  arriTing 
at  a  decision.  If  you  want  to  abolish 
the  House  of  Lords  raise  the  question 
directly,  and  let  it  be  discussed  by  people 
according  to  their  opinions,  and  do  not 
express  your  objection  to  it  by  throwing 
overboard  charges  for  the  services  of 
persons  who  have  been  employed  to  see 
whether  certain  individuals  legally  are, 
or  are  not,  Members  of  that  House.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Healy)  fairly  admitted  the  lorce  of 
this  argument,  and  then  said  that  the 
charges  made  in  the  Vote,  though  sound 
in  principle,  were  excessive  in  amount.  I 
cannot  express  an  opinion  on  that  matter. 
It  has  not  been  my  practice  to  examine 
into  these  matters,  though,  no  doubt, 
they  have  been  inquired  into  by  the  late 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson). 
It  was  the  duty  of  those  who  were  at  the 
Treasury  at  the  time  these  Estimates 
were  prepared  to  see  that  they  were  pro* 
perly  prepared.  I  do  not  think  we  can 
come  to  the  conclusion,  without  more  in- 
formation on  the  point  than  we  have  yet 
received,  that  these  charges  are  unreason- 
able and  unfair ;  and  to  strike  out  a  large 
part  of  them,  according  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  (Dr.  Oameron),  would 
not,  I  think,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
stated,  be  a  business-like  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Therefore  I  again  would  say  that  I 
think  the  Committee  might  very  well 
remain  satisfied  with  the  ap^al  which 
has  been  made  to  allow  this  Vote  to 
pass.  I  would,  at  any  rate,  make  that 
suggestion.  I  trust  hon.  Members  will 
remain  satisfied  with  the  strong  expres- 
sion of  opinion  they  have  given,  and 
allow  the  Vote  to  pass. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  There  is  at  least 
one  reason,  if  there  were  no  other, 
which  would  induce  me  to  support  the 
Vote.  I  am  under  the  impression  that 
if  a  Peerage  is  once  vested  it  cannot  be 
devested ;  and,  therefore,  if  it  were  the 
practice  of  the  Crown  to  allow  claims 
like  that  to  the  Lovat  Peerage  to  go  un- 
contested the  result  would  be  that  there 
would  be  two  Lovat  Peerages  instead  of 
the  one  there  was  before.  ["  No,  no !  "] 
Well,  at  any  rate,  that  is  my  iinpression 
as  to  the  state  of  the  law.  It  I  am 
right,  I  appeal  to  the  ooUeotiTe  sym- 
pathy and  collective  wisdom  of  those 
who  ait  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
whoce  feeling   has  been   so  great  on 
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this  subject,  and  whose  desire  I  do  not 
doubt  is  to  allow  the  matter  to  go,  not 
as  a  question  of  principle,  but  as  one 
of  detail. 

Mb.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD :  I  took 
part  in  the  debate  rather  hurriedly, 
having  only  just  entered  the  House,  and 
not  having  heard  all  that  had  been  said. 
I  gathered,  however,  that  part  of  the 
objection  to  the  Vote  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  is  with  re- 
gard to  the  largeness  of  the  amount. 
Is  that  so  ?  [<'  No,  no !  ''J  I  heard  the 
word  ''extravagant,"  which limplies  an 
over-charge.  It  should  be  understood 
that  in  this  case  the  charge  was  higher 
than  it  would  have  been  under  ordinary 
circumstances  for  the  reason  I  explained 
before  —  namely,  that  owing  to  the 
change  of  Government  it  was  necessary 
that  new  officials  should  be  instructed. 
It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  new 
officials  would  go  through  the  work  of 
getting  up  a  case  for  wnich  other  gen- 
tlemen had  been  paid  without  receiving 
remuneration  for  their  services.  I  un- 
derstand the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
goes  to  the  cutting  down  of  the  whole  of 
this  Yote.  Well,  I  think  we  are  bound, 
in  justice  to  a  public  official  like  Sir 
Theodore  Martin,  to  say  that  such  a 
course  would  be  in  eveir  sense  extra- 
vagant and  unjust.  Unless  Sir  Theo- 
dore had  refused  to  do  the  business 
he  was  entrusted  with,  the  outlay  must 
have  been  made  by  him.  He  could  not 
possibly  have  performed  his  duty  with- 
out a  considerable  expenditure  of  money. 
As  he  was  bound  to  do  it  and  incur 
some  outlay,  I  say  it  would  bean  outrage 
upon  justice  if  the  whole  of  the  amount 
of  the  charges  be  had  to  meet  were 
struck  out  of  the  Estimates. 

Mb.  JOHNS :  I  think  that  what  has 

f aUen  from— [CnVt  •/   ''Divide! "J  I 

hope  in  time  to  be  able  to  convince 

hon.  Members  that  I  shall  not  be  put 

down    by  this    means.    I    think   that 

what  has  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 

!  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 

I  J.    H.    A.    Macdonald)    is    a    special 

reason  why  we  should  not  accept  this 

Vote.    If  we  are  to  have  a  double  ex- 

'  penditure  like  this  every  time  there  is  a 

change  of  Government  it  will  be  a  most 

improper  waste  of   public  money.     I 

most   certainly    shall    always    oppose 

'  such,   and  I  shall  go  into  the  JmAj 

with  the  hon.  Gentleman   below  the 
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OftBfway  (Dr.  Cameron),  and  Toto  for  t 
Uio  redoetion  ho  hos  |Nropooed.  | 

Mm.  JACKSON :  From  on  ooonomicol 
point  of  Tiow  thio  io  o  qnootion  of  tomo  < 
Importooeo.  I  corUinlj  *>&  rarpriiiod 
mi  mj  hon.  Frtond  the  Mombor  for 
BomlcT  (Mr  RjUnds)  hoTing  takon  tho 
eooroo  no  boo  to-oighl ;  bocouso  I  would 
rocniod  tho  Oommittoo  of  tho  foot  that  it 
10  tho  oonolant  ondooTour  of  tho  Troa* 
•mrjt  ao  far  ao  I  am  ablo  to  jadgo  of  ito 
proooodingo»  to  ont  down  tho  Estimates 
to  tho  lowoot  pooaiblo  point.  If  tho 
Coomtttoo  adopts  tho  oouroo  of  cutting  . 
down  this  Voto,  it  will  certainly  bo  doing  ' 
oomothiog  towards  weakening  tho  effect 
of  tho  actios  of  tho  TroasuT7^|^"No. 
no!"j  Yoo;  jou  will  bo  doing  "some- 
thing towards  weakening  tho  action  of 
tho  Tn^sury  in  cutting  down  these  items 
to  the  lowoot  posfiblo  amount.  I  would 
point  out  that  in  euoh  cases  aa  this  it 
would  hi^  utterly  impossible  to  make  a 
correct  Estimate  from  joar  to  year.  I 
would  appeal  to  tho  hon.  Meml>er  for 
Bamley,  in  tho  interesta  of  economy, 
not  to  oppoee  the  Vote. 

Mr.  0*KELLY  :  I  think,  if  any  roa- 
•on  were  nec(»ssary  to  induce  the  Com* 
mittoo  to  refuee  to  rote  this  sum,  the 
roaaoQ  giren  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man tho  ChaacoUor  of  the  Exchequer  I 
ought  to  be  oondusiTe.  What  are  tho 
atatemonts  wo  n«ceivo  from  both  Front 
Bc»ochea  ?  i  >n  the  one  hand,  we  are  told 
thai  the  Vote  haa  b«*on  reduced  to  the 
Tory  smalleot  poMiblo  amount.  On  tho 
olhor  hand,  we  are  told  by  the  late  Lord 
Adrocato  for  f^otland  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Maodonald  that  only  about  ono-tenth 
of  tho  amount  haa  pasaod  into  his  pocket ; 
and  wo  hare  had  no  explanation  of  the 
mannor  in  which  the  other  nine-tontbe 
haro  boon  spent.  Now,  loaring  aside 
tho  qnoolkm  whether  tho  money  ought 
OTor  to  hoTo  been  voted — and  I  am  of 
optttkm  thai  it  ought  not — I  would  point 
out  that  the  positton  of  a  Poor  is  a  Tory 
important  ono.  It  is  a  position  which  a 
groat  nnmber  of  people  desire,  and  it  is 
one  which*  if  any  person  wants  it,  is 
worth  paying  for.  if  anyone,  therefore, 
gooa  to  law  to  defend  his  right  to  such 
a  positioa^f  it  is  to  his  interest  to  go  to 
law  oither  to  secure  or  maintain  a  Peer- 
ago— ho  ought  to  l>e  cimtent  to  par  fur 
it,  and  oofcht  not  to  c<'mo  t)  this  Iioufte 
to  nut  his  hands  into  tho  pocket  of  the 
pttuio  for  tho  purpooo. 
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Qooation  put 

Tho  Committee  iMM:^ 
Noes  136:  Majority  19. — 
No.  8.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  ^grni  U. 

(16.)  £4,069,  (Tounty  Court  Offleoro, 
&c.  Ireland. 

Ma.  DILLON:  There  are  two  or 
three  subjects  in  connection  with  this 
Vote  with  regard  to  which  I  wish  to  ask 
information  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ir(4and  (Mr.  J.  Morlejr). 
I  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  point 
out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho 
enormously  costly  character  of  tho  Irish 
County  (^ourta.  There  is,  first,  the  ori- 
ginal Estimate  of  £96,316;  next,  tho 
Supplementary  Estimate  of  £3,000 ;  and 
then  tho  sum  now  asked  for  of  £4,069, 
making  a  total  for  the  year  1885-6  of 
£103.385.  Uowerer,  I  will  not  go  at 
length  into  that  point  at  tho  present 
timo.  I  merely  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  tho 
fact  that  although  tho  business  done  in 
the  English  County  Courts  is  no  leas 
than  30  times  aa  great  as  that  in  tho 
Irish  Courts  the  Estimate  for  tho  latter 
is  greatly  disproportionate.  But,  chiefly, 
I  want  to  know  from  the  rigbt  hon. 
Gcmtleman  whether  ho  will  object  to 
furnish  a  Return,  and  giro  information 
as  to  the  amount  of  business  done  in 
the  Irish  County  Courts  ? 

Tiia  CUAUiMAN  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  prssont 
Supplementary  Estimato  consists  of 
three  itoma — tho  salaiy  of  tho  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  and  Peace,  Tipperanr ;  tho 
pension  of  the  lata  Clerk  of  the  Crown, 
County  and  City  of  Dublin ;  and  the 
charge  for  additional  Boriaing  Bar- 
rister*. Tho  hon.  Member  must  oon* 
fine  his  remarks  to  those  particular 
items,  and  refor  to  other  subjoota  only 
so  far  as  they  illustrate  his  remarks  upon 
those  items. 

Ma.  DILLON :  Thoro  is,  under  Bub- 
head  A,  a  charge  of  £721  under  tho 
general  d«»scription — salarii'o. 

Tnx  CiiAIKMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  see  that  in  the  foot-noto  thia  is 
restricted  to  one  particular  ilom. 

Ma.  DILLON  :  Then  I  ask  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  is  the  reason  that 
the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Grown 
and  Poaco  is  taken  in  a  Supplsmoatary 
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Eetimate ;  and,  also,  what  is  the  reason 
for  the  large  pension  which  is  entered 
here  of  £1,716  for  the  late  Olerk  of  the 
Grown  for  the  County  and  City  of 
Dublin  ?  Why  was  it  granted,  and  why 
is  it  so  large  ? 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  amount 
charged  for  Bevising  Barristers  is 
£4,632.  Supposing  that  these  gentle- 
men were  paid  100  guineas  a- piece,  the 
amount  for  the  32  counties  of  Ireland 
would  be  £3,360,  to  which,  perhaps, 
might  be  added  their  railway  fares.  But 
I  complain  that  gentlemen  were  selected 
by  the  late  Tory  Ooremment,  some  of 
whom  were  themselves  candidates  as 
Tories  for  seats  in  this  House.  I  do  not 
want  to  take  up  time  unnoeessarily  ; 
but,  undoubtedly,  in  the  case  of  North 
Tyrone,  we  had  a  Bevising  Barrister 
who  afterwards  stood  as  Tory  candidate 
for  South  Tyrone ;  and  I  think  it  is  a 
serious  thing  for  a  Oovernment  in  Office 
only  six  months  to  appoint  gentlemen 
to  this  office  who  were  admittedly  and 
avowedly  political  partizans.  I  see  in 
his  place  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
OenUeman  the  Member  for  Dublin  Uni- 
versity (Mr.  Holmes),  who  will  not  dis- 
pute it  when  I  say  that  Mr.  Kisbey  is 
President  of  the  Tory  Constitutional  Club 
in  Dublin,  and  that  when  that  gentle- 
man left  the  justice  seat  he  started  as 
Conservative  candidate  for  North  Tyrone. 
I  will  not  say  that  his  decisions  were  not, 
in  many  cases  fair,  and  reasonable ;  but 
in  many  others  the  Nationalists  con- 
sidered, whether  justly  or  not  I  will  not 
say,  that  they  were  unreasonable.  But 
I  will  say  that  gentlemen  should  have 
been  appointed  who  were  above  sus- 
picion. There  are  many  men  in  Ireland 
who  do  not  attach  themselves  to  either 
political  Party ;  and  I  think  the  action 
of  the  Government  should  have  been  not 
to  give  lucrative  appointments  of  a  judi- 
oial  character  to  their  friends.  With 
regard  to  the  point  raised  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon)  in  the  item  for  the  pension  for 
the  late  Clerk  of  the  Crown  for  the 
County  and  Citv  of  Dublin,  I  think  that 
in  that  matter  the  late  Government  acted 
handsomely  towards  the  Corporation  in 

Saying  the  salary  out  of  the  Consoli* 
ated  Fund.  This,  I  think,  is  the  first  in- 
stance in  which  the  English  Govern- 
ment have  taken  a  reasonable  view  of 
a  daim  of  the  kind.  With  regard  to 
the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
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and  Peace,  Tipperary,  I  do  not  see  why 
this  should  become  a  special  itenu 
Again,  I  observe  further  on  in  the  Esti- 
mates in  Vote  6  of  Class  YII.,  under  the 
headof  Begistration  of  Voters,  Ireland, 
is  a  total  charge,  in  addition  to  the 
charge  in  the  present  Vote  for  additional 
Bevising  Barristers,  of  £17,000  for  the 
remuneration  of  local  officials.  The  Com- 
mittee will  remember  that  last  year  wa 
Jiad  a  debate  as  to  what  ought  to  be  paid 
for  the  registration  of  voters  in  Ireland ; 
and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  been  attempting  to  shunt 
the  payment  for  additional  Bevising 
Barristers,  and  to  divert  some  portion  of 
the  £17,000  which  was  intended  by  this 
House  to  go  in  defrayment  of  local 
charges  in  favour  of  the  Bevising  Bar- 
risters. Therefore,  I  trust  we  shall 
have  a  statement  by  the  Government 
that  the  £17,000  voted  by  this  House 
last  year  in  relief  of  local  taxation  will 
go  purely  and  entirely  in  relief  of  poor 
rates,  and  that  not  a  single  Sd.  will  go 
for  Bevising  Barristers,  the  cost  of 
whose  remuneration  the  House  declared 
should  be  borne  by  the  Consolidated 
Fund. 

The  chief  8ECBETABY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  JoHX  Morlet)  :  With  re- 
gard to  the  inquiry  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  Notice  of  the  Quea- 
tion  I  will  endeavour  to  satisfy  him. 
With  regard  to  the  point  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  South  Derry 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy),  I  will  leave  that  to 
be  replied  to  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H« 
Fowler).  But  one  item  in  the  Estimate 
— ^namely,  that  which  relates  to  the  Be- 
vising Barristers,  is  explained  by  the 
fact  tnat  they  were  paid  by  the  day,  and 
that  an  under-Estimate  was  made  of  the 
amount  of  work  which  they  would  have 
to  do.  The  original  Estimate  was  ex- 
ceeded because  the  sittings  were  nnex- 
pectedly  prolonged.  That,  at  least,  is 
what  I  understand  to  be  the  case. 

Mr.  holmes  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Deny 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  has  referred  to  the 
gentlemen  appointed  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment as  Bevising  Barristers;  and  he 
made,  in  the  course  of  his  statement,  one 
remark  which  I  cannot  agree  with.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  asserted  that 
there  were  gentlemen  at  the  Irish  Bar 
who  were  not  attached  to  any  political 


797    Swppif^CMt80m€$$,   JFxniuabt  19,  1886}    |v.  J&<mmi^  1885.6.      798 


Put  J.  I  liATe  a  prtttj  ftill  aootiatiiUooe 
with  th«  Irish  Bar,  and  I  think  that  anj 
gMitlaman  belonging  to  it  of  •uffioient 
•iiun«Doe  to  be  appointed  aa  Revising 
Bairiator  ia  generallj  found  to  be  of  one 
I'artj  or  the  other;  and  it  would  bo 
rerj  dtlBealt  to  get  20  or  30  gentlemen 
to  perform  this  dutj  without  p;oing  to 
thoee  whom  I  may  call  political  par- 
tiaana.  Of  one  thing  I  am  euro — that 
the  gentlemen  whom  the  late  OoTem- 
meat  appointed y  equallj  aa  between  both 
polttieal  Partiee,  endearourod  to  carry 
oot  their  dntiee  in  a  epirit  of  faimoM. 
It  will  bo  found  that  they  eeleoted,  nu> 
mmoally  epeaking  at  any  rate,  no  gen- 
tlemen who  were  ConeorratiTee  in  pre- 
formce  to  Liberals.  The  remark  has 
l»eea  made  that  gentlemen  appointed  to 
the  ofliee  of  Revising  Barrister  were 
themselTea  candidates.  There  was  only 
one  such  case,  and  that  case  has  been 
referred  to  bv  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
lM<r  for  South  Dt»rry.  At  the  time  Mr 
Kisbey  was  appointed,  he  had  never 
been  a  candidate  for  any  constituency; 
nor,  as  far  as  the  late  Oovemment  were 
aware,  had  he  any  intention  of  becoming 
one.  I  may  say  that  he  had  no  such  in- 
t4»ntion,  for,  knowing  him  as  I  do,  I  am 
quite  sure  that  if  he  had  had  'any  such 
intention  he  would  never  have  accepted 
the  ofliee ;  while  I  believe  that  Mr.  Kis- 
bey*s  reputation  at  the  Bar  was  such  as 
to  make  him  very  well  6tt<*d  to  perform 
the  dutv  of  Revising  Barrister.  I  re- 
eoUeet  that  a  decision  given  by  him  was 
conunented  upon  very  favourably  in  a 
journal  which  is  exceedingly  ably  con* 
ducted,  and  which  belongs  to  the  Na* 
tt«malisl  Party— 7!IU  /V##8iea*«  Jowmml 
la  that  paper  it  was  said  that  Mr.  Kis- 
bey had  given  a  decision  in  support  of 
the  view  frequently  put  forward  by  it, 
and  which,  I  believe,  had  b<H»n  disputed 
by  some  other  Revising  Barrister.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  South 
I^erry  has  referred  to  Mr.  Kisbey  as 
being  the  IVsaident  of  a  ront<»rvative 
Sueierrin  Dublin.  I  Mr.  T.  M.  Hcalt  : 
Vice  President]  If  that  is  so  he  must 
have  beeome  so  within  a  few  weeks  of 
the  present  time,  as  he  was  not  »> 
wketi  he  was  appointed  Revising 
Barrister.  With  nvard  to  the  salary 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  coming  upon 
the  Etttinates  for  thi4  year,  I  presume 
that  the  reason  is  that  this  is  the  first 
time  the  diarve  has  been  voted,  tho 
salaij  previondy  having  been  paid  by  J 


the  oounty  out  of  the  looal  rates.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  has  also  re- 
ferred to  the  excess  of  the  preeent  over 
tho  former  Estimate.  He  nas  referred 
to  tho  Act  of  Pariiament;  and  it  is  ad- 
mitted  on  all  hands,  I  believe,  that  that 
Act  was  intended  to  relieve  the  City  of 
Dublin  of  a  charge  which  it  was  eon- 
sidered  ought  to  be  borne  by  Imperial 
f^nds. 

Me.  DILLON  :  I  have  a  personal  in- 
terest in  the  matter  of  Mr.  Kisbey*s  ap- 
pointment. It  is  perfectly  notorious 
why  he  was  sent  to  rerise  the  lists  in 
North  Tjrrone ;  the  Tories  of  that  oounty 
made  a  triumph  of  the  fart ;  and  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  man,  woman,  or 
child  there  who  does  not  believe  that 
I  was  defeated  in  North  Tyrone  mainly 
by  Mr.  Kisbey.  If  it  be  difBoult  to 
find  men  at  the  Bar  in  Ireland  who 
are  impartial  in  politics  to  revise  the 
lists  of  voters,  it  is  a  singular  thing  that 
a  man  who  has  proved  himself  to  be 
one  of  the  bitterest  partisans  to  appear 
before  an  Irish  constituency,  and  who 
used  language  calculated  to  exdte  the 
bitterest  feeling,  should  be  seleoted  to 
revise  the  list  in  one  of  the  only  three 
constituencies  in  Ireland  where  there 
was  a  dose  oonteet.  It  is  a  fact  well 
known  that  Mr.  Kisbey  returned  the 
present  Member  for  North  Tyrone.  I 
may  mention  the  droumstance  that  in 
8trabane  alone  14  minors,  some  of  them 
beinff  not  more  than  14  years  of  age, 
voted  against  me. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Mi*mber  for  Dublin  I^niver* 
sity  (Mr.  Holmes)  has  not  touched  at  all 
upon  tho  jerrymandering  of  those  eon* 
stituendes  in  which  there  was  a  dose 
contest.  It  will  be  remembered  that  20 
gentlemen  were  to  be  appointed  to  revise 
tho  lists  in  Ireland.  It  was  quite  right 
that  they  should  bo  solected  from  both 
political  Parties — that  there  should  be 
some  Whiffs  and  some  Tories ;  but  the 
point  I  call  attention  to  is  that  almost 
every  gentleman  supposed  to  be  of  Libe- 
ral leaning  was  sent  down  to  revise  the 
lists  in  the  wilds  of  Cork  and  Mayo, 
where  the  Nationalists  wore  known  to  be 
999  to  one  of  the  voters,  and  that  a  Tory 
was  sent  down  to  revise  tho  lists  where 
the  cont«^t  was  known  to  \y%  dose.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Dublin  Uaivenity  is  himself  respoiiaible 
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for  that.  I  do  not  think  he  is ;  bat  I 
know  one  gentleman  who  is  responsible, 
and  that  is  Sir  William  Kaye,  a  member 
of  most  of  the  Orange  Lodges,  a  gentle- 
man who  stood  for  the  Oity  of  Armagh 
against  Mr.  Beresford,  the  late  Member. 
If  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Dublin  Uniyersity  did 
not  appoint  Mr.  Kisbey  to  the  post  of 
BevisingBarrister  in  North  Tyrone,  it 
was  Sir  William  Kaye — it  was  he  who 
pricked  the  list,  with  the  result  that  men 
who  were  supposed  to  be  sympathetic  in 
politics  with  us  were  sent  to  places  where 
we  were  in  an  enormous  majority,  while 
to  places  where  the  Nationalists  were  in 
a  small  minority  the  men  who  were  sent 
were  Orangemen  to  the  backbone. 

Mb.  a.  BLAINE :  In  respect  to  this 
additional  charge  of  £1,632  for  Beyising 
Barristers,  I  deem  it  right  to  say  that 
Mr.  Craig,  who  was  sent  down  to  revise 
the  list  of  Toters  in  Mid  Armagh,  put  a 
number  of  Tory  youths  under  21  years 
of  age  on  the  list,  and  they  Toted  at  the 
last  election.  When  a  Nationalist  ap- 
plied for  his  yote  Mr.  Craig  suspected 
he  was  imder  21  years  of  age,  and  re- 
quired a  certificate  of  age,  from  the 
Begistrar,  he  being  altogether  obliyious 
of  the  fact  that,  until  the  year  1864, 
there  was  no  register  of  births  kept  in 
Ireland.  We  haye  also  to  complain 
that  Mr.  Craig  inserted  men's  names  as 
the  occupiers  of  properties,  whereas  the 
properties  were  occupied  by  women. 
Another  trick  resorted  to  by  the  land- 
lords in  Mid  Armagh  was  to  fill  th^ir 
tenants'  receipts  "Beceiyed  from  the 
representatiyes,"  so  that  the  total 
ratinff  diyided  by  the  representatiyee 
would  not  giye  the  qualifying  quotient 
required  by  lav.  Mr.  Craig  accepted 
the  landlord's  books  propeny  cooked 
for  reyision  that  women  and  not  men 
were  tenants,  though  the  men  paid  the 
rent.  Mr.  Craig  winked  at  this  fraud 
upon  the  law.  I  would  only  be  par- 
ticipating in  these  illegal  proceedings 
if  I  did  not  protest  against  an  amount 
appearing  in  these  Estimates  for  the 
payment  of  services  rendered  to  one 
particular  Party  in  Mid  Armagh — 
namely,  the  Tory  Party.  There  is 
another  ffrievous  matter  in  connection 
with  the  Hid  Armagh  revision  of  which 
we  have  to  complain.  While  Mr.  Craig 
was  holding  a  Bevision  Court  in  one 
part  of  the  division,  Mr.  Biohard  Wilson 
OaiaUe,  0.0.,  County  Court  Judge,  was 
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holding  a  Bevision  Court  in  another  part 
of  the  constituency.  While  Mr.  Gamble 
was  thus  engaged,  an  officer  of  his 
Court — a  civil  bill  officer^  named  Wil- 
son, was  giving  evidence  for  the  Tory 
Party  of  Armagh  at  Mr.  Craig's  Court — 
that  is  to  say,  Mr.  Qamble  allowed  his 
officer  to  serve  objections,  and  strike  off 
Nationalists  from  the  voters'  lists  for 
the  Tory  Party.  I  submit  that  Judges 
who  act  in  such  a  manner  are  alto* 
gether  unworthy  of  public  confidence. 
That  they  have  not  the  confidence  of 
the  public  I  am  quite  aware.  They 
go  about  giving  long  lectures  on  the 
state  of  the  country.  Instead  of  sym- 
pathizing with  the  people  in  conse- 
quence of  the  distress  which  prevails, 
they  are  constantly  telling  us  aoout  the 
great  frauds  committed  by  people  who 
are  unable  to  pay  exorbitant  rents,  and 
yet  many  of  them  connive  at  fraud  them- 
selves. I  submit  that  Mr.  Bichard 
Wilson  Gamble,  Q.C.,  was  privy  to  the 
attendance  of  his  civil  bill  officer  at  the 
Bevision  Session  held  by  Mr.  Craig; 
and,  that  being  so,  I  would  not  be  doing 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  challenge  this 
Estimate. 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  trust  the  Commit- 
tee will  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reference  to  the  last  observations  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Derry  (Mr.  Healy).  The 
hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  referred  V> 
a  circumstance  for  which  I  suppose  he 
believed  there  was  some  foundation,  that 
Sir  William  Kay  e,  the  Assistant  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  lieutenant,  was  the  gentle- 
man who  sent  the  Bevising  Banisters 
to  the  different  counties.  It  would  be 
entirely  unworthy  of  me,  as  a  Member 
of  the  Administration,  to  allow  any  blame 
such  as  that  to  rest  upon  a  permanent 
official.  It  would  not  be  the  duty  of  a 
permanent  official  to  undertake  such  a 
task,  and  it  certainly  was  not  undertaken 
by  Sir  William  Kaye.  The  responsible 
Oovemment  of  the  time,  the  Chief  8e» 
cretary,  with  such  assistance  as  he  could 
get  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  sent  the 
various  Bevising  Barristers  to  the  coun- 
ties. At  the  same  time,  it  is  right  the 
Committee  should  understand  that  the 
Oovemment,  and  no  officer  of  the  Oo- 
vemment, no  one  belongiog  to  the  (Go- 
vernment of  the  day,  and  no  permanent 
official  connected  with  the  Oovemment, 
had  anything  to  do  with  sending  Mr. 
Kisbey  to  North  Tyrone.    By  reason  of 


SOI     8wppl$^Cira  S0rtui9,      {Fedruaet  19,  1886}     ^e.  Fstim^hs,  1885*6.     803 


the  csUnt  of  Mmnty  lyrone  it  was  ne- 
€v^%Mry  to  haTo  in  the  oonntj  four  Re- 
rijioff  BameteFt;  and  four  were  selected, 
two  being  Liberals  and  two  Conserra* 
iirt^  It  then  rested  with  the  Chairman 
of  the  oouQtj  to  allocate  the  Tarious 
dtrUioas  amongst  the  gentlemen  se- 
lected. 8o  the  (^oremment  of  the  daj 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it  ^beyond  no- 
miaating  the  four  gentlemen  for  the 
cooatj,  thej  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  sending  of  Mr.  Kisbey  to 
North  Tjrone.  In  reference  to  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Armagh  (Mr.  A.  Blaine)  said  with 
respeet  to  Mr.  Craig,  I  think  it  right  to 
say  that  Mr.  Craig  is  a  member  of  the 
Irish  Bar,  who  has  been  a  well-known 
lUdioal  for  many  years.  He  was  sent 
down  to  rsTise  in  Armagh,  being  a  gen- 
tinman  retj  com  potent  to  do  so,  as  far 
A*  his  legal  knowledge  was  concerned, 
anl  he  was  engaged  in  revising  the  lifttn 
in  Mid  Armagh,  it  being  supposed  at 
thst  time  that  the  conteet  there  would 
Ik>  )N*tween  a  Conserrative  and  Liberal 
—that  it  was  one  of  the  constituencies 
which  would  not  be  contested  by  a  Na- 
tionalist. I  canout  see  how  a  CooM>r- 
vatire  Govomment  can  bo  rejiponsihle 
for  the  action  taken — assuming  thst 
th^re  was  anything  wrong — by  a  Radi- 
ral  barristi>r  of  pi>sition,  sent  down  to 
rvTiM  the  lt«ts  in  a  constituency  in  which 
it  was  supp'»Md  the  cont'^t  would  take 
filace  b«»twcea  a  Radical  and  ConiM*rra- 
ttve.  I  muAt  add  that,  from  what  I 
know  of  Mr.  Craig's  character  and  legal 
knowledge,  I  am  sure  all  the  decisions 
ho  gave  were  giren  conscientiously,  and 
in  accordance  with  law. 

Ma.  T.  M.  UEALY:  The  riffht  hon. 
a»d  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Uolmos 
has  certainly  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag. 
What  IS  his  confession?  His  confos- 
aion  is  that  the  Government  did  take 
pijiitieal  eottsideralions  into  account,  be- 
caase  in  the  case  of  Mid  Armagh  they, 
in  September  and  <  October,  considered 
the  political  otimplezion  of  the  consti- 
taeorv,  believing  thst  the  coDt*^t  there 
won  a  lio  b«two«'n  a  Tory  and  aLiboral. 

Ma.  HULMES:  The  hon.  and  learned 
Geatlfnaan  ts  certainly,  though  uuint«*n- 
t:oaally,  misrt*pre«eotiog  what  I  saul. 
Th«  result  was  that  tuo  c  >nto^t  lay  be- 
tween a  Cmaervativo  and  a  Nat.onaliit ; 
bat  nnqoMttunably  th<*  O  ivemmout  did 
not  take  the  matter  into  comideration. 
In  the  oaae  of  Aimagh,  as  in  the  case  of 
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Tyrone^  the  Government  soleoted  the  ne- 
cessary number  of  Reviiting  Barristers, 
and  the  divisions  won*  all<M»stod  amongst 
them  bv  the  (Miairman  of  the  county. 

Ma.  T.  M.  IIEALY:  As  I  understood 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
I  did  not  see  how  his  argument  lay  un* 
loss  the  Govomment  gauged  beforehand 
what  the  nature  of  the  contest  would  be. 
Anyhow,  as  he  has  repudiated  my  inter* 
pretation  of  his  words,  I  pass  the  matter 
by.  He  has  attempted  to  relieve  Sir 
William  Kaye  of  responsibility.  I  do 
not  accopt  his  defence  of  Sir  William 
Kaje;  but  I  will  deal  with  that  gentle- 
man in  a  moment  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  says  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Koviaing  Barristers 
was  sett  1 0(1  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Ashbourne,  a  well-known  political 
partisan,  and  by  the  late  Chief  Secret anr 
^Sir  William  Hart  Dyke),  another  well- 
known  political  partisan  —  in  other 
words,  that  those  Gentlemen  had  the 
power  of  thimblo-rigging  as  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  should  bo  sent  down  to  re- 
vise the  voters'  lists.  I  entirely  repu- 
diate that  view  of  the  matter.  Then 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
says  that  as  t>etween  the  county  and  the 
divisions  of  the  c>mnty  the  Chairman  of 
the  county  had  the  power  of  allocating 
the  divisions  in  which  a  particular  bar- 
rister should  sit.  That  is  not  at  all  the 
provision  of  the  Act  of  IHHo;  because 
that  Act  providi^  that  the  Revising  Bar- 
risters are  to  settle  the  matter  between 
them,  each  gontloman  having  just  aa 
much  power  as  the  other.  And  with 
regard  to  Sir  WtUiam  Kaye,  I  know  of 
my  own  koowledge  that  Revising  Bar- 
risters who  had  to  go  down  to  counties 
which  it  was  expected  would  be  closely 
contested  were  summoned  to  the  Castle, 
wvre  met  by  Sir  William  Kayo,  and  wara 
bull*nosed  by  him  as  to  the  divisions  of 
the  county  thoy  should  go  to.  Of  course, 
if  I  wero  to  mention  the  counties  il 
would  soon  become  known  who  my  in- 
formant was,  and  that  gentleman  would 
have  little  chance  of  any  future  employ- 
ment from  Sir  William  Kaye.  Upon  a 
future  occasion,  whon  a  number  of  gon- 
tloman are  picked  out  as  suitable  to  act 
as  Rt«vi»tng  Harrtstora,  they  should  bo 
M'Ul  to  the  diti««ront  counties  by  ballot, 
or  by  the  casting  4»f  lots.  If  such  a  sys- 
tem wore  obB4*rved  there  could  be  no 
complaint  whatever.  I  think  that  is  t*.o 
provision  of  the  Act  of  1868  with  regard 
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to  the  Judges  who  haye  to  try  Election 
Petitions;  and  surely  the  revision  of 
voters  is  a  matter  of  as  much  importance 
as  the  trial  of  a  Petition.  I  trust  that 
for  the  future,  when  the  Government 
select  gentlemen  who  appear  to  be 
capable  to  conduct  Eevision  Sessions, 
those  gentlemen  will  be  sent  impartially ; 
and  the  only  way  in  which  they  can  be 
80  sent  is  by  ballot. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY :  The  dis- 
tinguishing feature  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Derry  (Mr.  Healy)  has  been 
the  use  of  two  extraordinary  terms — 
thimble-rigging  and  bull-nosing.  I  con* 
fees  I  do  not  know  what  the  latter  term 
means.  I  never  heard  it  before ;  but  I 
know  this — that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  recently  been  admitted 
into  the  Profession — ^the  grand  Profes- 
sion— of  the  Law.  He  is  a  barrister ; 
but  the  whole  of  his  speeches  are  calcu- 
lated to  leave  an  impression  on  the 
House  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an 
honourable  barrister  to  be  found  in  Ire- 
land. I  appeal  to  everybody  whether 
this  kind  of  parochial  criticism,  con- 
temptible and  miserable,  this  saturnalia 
of  opportunity,  this  casting  of  imputa- 
tions upon  men  as  honourable  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  is  to  be 
tolerated  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
There  has  been  introduced  the  name  of 
Sir  William  Kaye,  a  man  of  the  most 
distinguished  eminence,  a  man  whose 
character  stands  too  high  to  be  black- 
ened by  the  jeers  of  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite. TVliat  is  the  issue  which  is  pre- 
sented to  us  ?  Ton  would  suppose  that 
whoever  is  selected  as  a  Bevising  Bar- 
rister in  Ireland  must  necessarily  be  a 
blackguard.  A  Bevising  Barrister  is 
called  upon  to  perform  a  judicial  duty ; 
and  if  his  decisions  are  erroneous — and 
it  does  not  follow  that  a  Bevising  Bar- 
rister is  always  correct-^there  is  an  ap- 
peal from  his  decision.  Why  did  not 
non.  Gentlemen  opposite  appeal  against 
the  decisions  of  which  they  now  com- 
plain? They  prefer  to  come  here  to 
blacken  the  character  of  men  who  stand 
high  in  the  estimation  of  all  those  who 
know  what  honour  is ;  and  they  do  not 
scruple  to  cast  imputations,  if  only  they 
can  oe  nnanswered,  upon  the  Profession 
to  which  many  of  them  belong,  and  to 
which  others  of  them  are  aspiring  to 
belong.  I  trust  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  now  oompriaee   a   groat 
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number  of  Members  who  are  new  to 
their  duties,  will  understand  that  the 
criticisms  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  profess 
to  represent  a  great  nation  —  the  Irish 
nation — are  of  the  most  contemptibly 
parochial  character.  I  hope  the  new  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley), 
who  is  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  favour- 
able to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  will 
take  note  of  the  kind  of  criticisms 
which  is  resorted  to  by  them.  If  there 
has  been  any  wrong  done  by  the  Be- 
vising Barristers  in  Ireland,  let  them 
appeal  to  the  law,  as  people  in  England 
and  in  Scotland  do.  That  is  the  advice 
I  always  gave  to  them  when  I  was  the 
Representative  of  an  Irish  constituency. 
[<*  Oh  !  'H  Certainly  it  is ;  and  the  rea- 
son why  I  could  no  longer  represent  an 
Irish  constituency  was  this — that  by 
violence  and  intimidation  those  who 
ought  to  have  given  their  votes  freely 
were  not  permitted  to  do  so. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  Mr.  Courtney, 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  Order,  and  I  ask 
you  to  require  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
resume  his  seat  while  I  state  it.  I  wish 
to  ask  you  whether  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Blackfriars  Division  of  Glasgow  (Mr. 
Mitchell  Henry)  have  any  relevance  to 
the  Vote  now  before  the  Committee  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  last  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  me 
to  be  divergent. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRT:  I  quite 
admit  they  did  diverge  ;  but  I  will  say 
this — that  when  I  was  an  Irish  Repre- 
sentative I  took  exactly  the  same  line  I 
take  now.  I  told  hon.  Members,  who 
were  then  my  Colleagues,  that  they  were 
simply  degrading  their  own  country, 
and  preventing  the  promotion  of  their 
ends,  by  showing  they  had  no  notion  of 
fairness  in  their  criticisms.  It  is  per- 
fectly well  known  that  the  Bevising 
Barristers  in  Ireland  were  impartially 
selected.  Surely  the  Nationalists,  who 
have  returned  86  Members  to  this  House, 
might  in  decencv  be  contented  with  their 
success.  But  they  actually  grudge  the 
representation  in  this  House  of  any 
who  differ  from  them,  and  they  do  not 
care  what  imputations  they  cast  upon 
honour,  upon  truth,  upon  justice,  upon 
the  Profession  to  which  so  many  of  them 
belong,  and  to  which  many  others  de- 
sire to  belong  in  future  if  only  they 
can  pass  the  examination ;  they  do  not 
care  what  imputations  they  oast  upon 


S06     8$fpif     CMt  &mw»,     {Fsbkuabt  19,  1886}     ^e.  Ekiim^ift,  1885*6.     (06 


tli«ir  own  IVofwiion  if  bjr  aoj  ehaneo 
tb«j  oaa  gir*  pain  to  honooimblo  men 
who  bar*  ool  an  opportunity  of  reply  in 
tliia  Hooae. 


Yot«  afrW  U, 

(17.)  Motion  made,  and 


pro- 


**  That  ft  8appl«oi«nlftry  •on,  not  exoMdiDg 
£7.400,  b«  KTmatMl  to  Har  Mftjfvtj,  to  defray 
tK«  C^harv^  which  will  com*  in  coorao  of  p^y- 
r  'flit  4«naj(  tho  year  CDding  on  the  SUt  day 
•  f   M*rch  l5H6,  fur  tho  (\in«tAbuUry  Force  in 

Ma.  DILLON :  There  are  two  iteme 
in  thia  Hnpplenontary  Eattmato  which 
rsieo  a  qneation  of  the  Tory  utmost  im- 
p'-rtaB<««  and  of  preemng  urgi^ncy  to 
tho  Irifth  people.     The  itema  U>  which  I 
nl  ude  are  the  additiona  of  £2.400  for 
t}.«*  trmvelling  ezpeneeeof  the  Insh  Coa- 
•*al*Qlary.  and  of  £1,800  for  the  Trane- 
{-»rt  ^erTice.     In  the  tir«t  plare,  I  wish 
U>  direct  the  attention  of  the  (Vimmittee 
u»   the  extraordinanr — I  may  say  tho 
abeurd — 6nree  of  this  additional  £i»ti- 
tnato  for  the  Transport  Serrice  of  the 
Irish  Constabulary,  eompared  with  the 
oriipaal  Estimate.      The  original  Esti- 
mate for   the    Transport  b<*ryice  was 
£1.600,   and  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mato  Is  £1»800.     It  is  a  very  unusual 
and  estranrdinary  eiroumstance  that  tin* 
a  I  iitional  Estimate  largelr  exc<H:d«  the 
original  Estimate.     It  is  also  uotiitMible 
that  under  the  head  of   travelling  es- 
|M-nere  the  additional  Estimate  besrs  a 
large  proportion  to  the  original  Esti- 
mate.    I  think  that  no  time  should  be 
krtt  in  asking  the  Committee  to  consider 
■MMt  earnestly  whether  it  is  not  high 
time  to  put  a  slop  to  the  monstrous 
waata  of  public  money  in  Ireland  in 
tia—norting  large  bodisa  of  Constabu* 
lary  imn  place  to  place,  sometimes  to 
where  ther  are  not  wanted  at  all,  and 
still  more  frequently  to  where  ther  are 
wanted  to  do  talamons  wrong.     S*ow, 
what  is  going  on  at  the  present  moment 
in  Ireland  f   Why,  Hir,  there  is  an  army 
of  Conatnbulary  moving  about  Western 
Iftimi^ipd  at  enormoua  oust.     I  sup|M»«« 
that  to  a  short  time  wo  shall  be  railed 
upon  lu  Tiite  further  sums  for  tho  oxpe- 
dit.on.  In  my  o|iintoo,  a  more  m«»n»tn>u« 
parody  of  gor«»rumrnt  was  ner^r  undor- 
takrti  in  any  country  which  prt^teud^  to 
bf  cmlised.     Let  anyone  take  up  71# 
Frt0mmm*$  Jmtnml^  or  any  other  news- 
paper in  wkaab  aeeouata  of  the  aapedi- 


tion  are  given ;  and  he  will  admit  that,  if 
it  were  not  too  tragic,  a  more  lodioroua 
proce«Kiiog  oould  hardly  be  imagined. 
The  aocounta  read  like  quotations  from 
D^m  Qmito(4.  No  one  could  believe  that 
anything  so  preposterous  could  go  on  in 
real  life.  Many  Members  of  the  Com* 
mittee  may  not  have  read  the  details  of 
the  expedition.  What  are  the  facts? 
A  body  of  200  Irish  Constabulary,  many 
of  them  transported  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, and  at  considerable  expense,  as 
one  sees  from  this  ]*>itimate,  are  con- 
centrated at  Gweedoro,  a  place  well 
known  for  its  natural  beauty  and  as  a 
6shing  resort,  to  assist  in  the  collection 
of  the  8<'<*<1  rate,  a  rate  levied  with  the 
object  of  enabling  starving  tenants  to 
plant  their  land  with  potatoea.  These 
men  have  been  marching  and  counter- 
marching; and  up  to  tho  present  mo- 
ment I  do  not  believe  they  have  sue* 
ce4  ded  in  levying  a  couple  of  pounds, 
while,  I  venture  to  say.  they  have  s|)ent 
close  upon  £1.000.  SVe  shall  be  called 
upon,  at  a  future  Sitting  of  the  (\>m- 
mittee,  to  vote  for  that  expedition 
£  1 ,000  at  least.  I  put  it  to  the  common 
sense  of  the  (\>mmitt(»e,  is  it  wise,  is  it 
sensible,  is  it  not  downright  madness,  to 
add  to  the  embarrassments  by  which  this 
new  Administration  is  beset  by  tho  con- 
tinuance of  such  proceedings  as  this? 
The  {HK»ple  are  call  ing  ii|K>n  the  charitable 
English  public  to  contribute  funds  to  re- 
lieve them.  Wo  are  t«)ld  by  everybody 
who  gt/cs  into  the  district,  be  he  English 
or  Irish,  that  the  jMMiple  are  starring. 
Anything  more  pitiable  or  more  abaurd 
than  the  proceedings  as  detailed  in  the 
newspaperscould  not  be  imagined .  There 
had  t>een  no  opposition  oUered  to  the 
Constabulary;  but  the  people,  acting 
upon  the  sidvice  of  their  prieat,  had 
abstained  from  congregating.  In  some 
instances  this  army  of  Constabulary 
seised  broken  chairs,  tables,  d  rosters, 
pistes,  iron  pots,  in  which  the  people 
had  cooked  their  f<x)d,  and  piU^  them 
in  the  cart  following  the  army.  And  in 
one  instance,  amidst  the  screams  of  au 
unfortunate  wouian,  a  widow,  and  her 
'  children,  the Con^tabularr dragged  fnun 
'  a  remote  <*<»mer  of  the  cabin  and  carried 
olf  s«>me  potatoi<s,  all  that  the  family 
had  to  aubsist  upon.  And  I  am  in- 
'  furnitHi  that,  aa  soon  as  th«*  great  expi'- 
ditii»n  comf«  to  a  clo«e,  another  eX|»»Mii- 
tion  ia  to  be  or^niaed,  and,  perhaps, 
ooe  of  larger  dimenaiona»  becauae  wo 
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ai6  told  that  thej  are  to  be  supported 
bj  the  military,  and  they  are  to  evict 
these  miserable  people  from  their  hold- 
ings.   Now,  I  put  it  to  the  new  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland— undoabtedly,  he 
has  undertaken  a  most  difficult  task; 
and  I  am  bound  to  say  this — that  I  do 
not  think  there  ever  came  to  Ireland  a 
man  who  had  a  better  chance  of  making 
a  successful  Gtovemment  in  Ireland  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present 
Chief  Secretary.    I  returned,  aoout  a 
week  or  two  ago.  from  a  journey  to  a 
remote  part  of   the  county  of  Mayo, 
where  I  found  the  poor  people  are  ex- 
pecting something  to  be  done  for  them, 
because,  as  they  said  to  me,  they  had 
been  told  that  Mr.  John  Morley  was  a 
good  man.      Undoubtedly,  there  is  a 
feeling  spread  in  Ireland  that  the  Oo- 
Tcmment  are  going  to  do  something  for 
the  relief  of  the  people,  and,  undoubtedly, 
that  feeling  will  be  a  strong  factor  in 
helping  to  Keep  the  country  quiet ;  and 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  Oovemment 
intends  to  turn  over  a  new  leaf,  and  to 
deal  with  the  people  in  a  kind  spirit 
while  they  are  maturing  their  plans,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  their 
notice  the  pressing  danger  that  attends 
the  employment  of  the  Constabulary  in 
those  insane  expeditions.    Now,  I  have 
pointed  out  these  two  uses  to  which  the 
Constabulary  are  put,  and  which  are 
not  onlv  utterly  fruitless  and  absurd, 
but  swells  the  cost  of  the  Constabulary 
to  a  state  which  is  utterly  monstrous  and 
absolutely  useless,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
constitutes    a    serious   public    danger. 
Now,  there  is  a  third  way  in  which  the 
Constabulary  transport  is  increased,  and 
which,  I  am  free  to  admit,  is  a  subject  on 
which  arguments  can  be  advanced  on 
both  sides.    The  two  first  matters  I  have 
spoken  of  are  so  plain  that  no  amiment 
can  be  advanced  on  one  side,    ido  not 
think,  for  instance,  that  anv  man  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the  case  could 
defend  the  expedition  to  Oweedore.   The 
third  way  I  have  mentioned  is  the  im- 
portant   question    as   to   whether   the 
armed  Forces  of  the  Crown  are  to  be 
employed  as  well  as  the  Constabnlary  in 
enforcing  evictions  in  Ireland.    Without 
inquiry  as  to  the  condition  of  the  people, 
we  have  heard  the  statement  made  the 
other  night  that  the  Government  will  not 
use  these  armed  forces  to  carry  out  evic- 
tions in  the  Western  Highlands  and  the 
Islands  of  Scotland.    W^  have  been  ap- 
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pealing  in  this  House  for  five  year* — 
appealmg  to  the  (Government  of  Irdand 
to  use  some  discretion  in  the  use  that  is 
made  of  this  police  force ;  and  there  are 
many  who  think  that,  if  our  appeal  had 
been  listened  to,  much  bloodshed  and 
disorder  would  have  been  prevented. 
Are  we  to  be  told,  and  are  we  to  tell  the 
Irish  people,  that  in  Ireland,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  is  to  be  no  inquiry  even, 
and  no  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  Government,  as  to 
whether  the  landlords  are  acting  harshly 
and  unjustly,  and  driving  men  to  abso- 
lute desperation  P  Are  me  Irish  land- 
lords to  have  the  whole  force  of  the 
Crown  at  their  backs?  I  make  theee 
remarks,  as  I  said  before,  from  a  desire 
to  enable  the  Government  to  take  time 
to  settle  the  Irish  Question.  We  believe 
that  this  Gk>vemment  desire  to  come  to 
a  settlement  of  this  question  in  a  friendly 
and  honest  spirit,  and  it  is  our  desire  to 
do  our  best  to  smooth  their  path.  But 
I  am  afraid  that,  whatever  may  be  our 
desire  to  smooth  the  Government's  path, 
it  will  do  but  little  if  these  ruthless  evio* 
tions  are  to  be  allowed  to  continue.  In 
conclusion,  on  this  point  I  will  only  say 
that  I  have  travelled  through  the  western 
part  of  Donegal  lately,  and  I  can  say  I 
have  listened  to  the  greatest  exaggerm* 
tion  in  this  House  as  to  the  resistance 
which  is  given  to  the  payment  of  rent  ia 
that  district.  There  has  been  absolutely 
no  resistance  at  all.  I  can  say  that,  in 
East  Mayo,  rents  have  been  better  paid 
than  they  have  in  many  parts  of  Eng- 
land; but,  unfortunately,  there  was  a 
large  tail  of  tenants  in  all  those  plaoea, 
who  assured  me  they  could  not  get  the 
rent ;  and  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that 
nothing  will  allow  this  armed  force  to 
evict  them.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power 
to  take  the  Chief  Secretary  to  see  theee 

risants ;  and,  after  having  seen  them, 
believe  that  on  no  condition  would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  sanction  the 
use  of  the  Forces  of  the  Crown  to  recover 
rent.  There  is  no  combination  amongst 
these  people  to  resist  the  payment  of 
rent ;  but,  unfortunately,  there  are 
a  large  number  of  families,  who  are 
at  this  moment  with  a  rent  decree 
in  their  houses,  utterly  unable  to  pay 
the  rent  asked  of  them  or  to  borrow 
money;  and  many  of  them,  having 
paid  their  rent,  are  left  in  a  starving 
condition,  and  will  soon  be  living  on 
the  rates.      I  therefine  feel    thiU    I 
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oti^ht  not  to  lota  thi*  opportanitj 
of  makiag  mn  aaroMt  appeal  to  the 
Vhlot  S^ctriMTj  not  to  pursue  this  ridi- 
nilooa  and  aanselaaa  course,  nor  to 
raise  np  obttaclea  which  Heaven  knows 
aro  sttfRcientljT  numerous  for  him  al- 
ready. I  do  not  believe  that  any  English- 
man erer  undertook  a  more  diffloult  task 
than  that  of  ruling  the  Irish  people.  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  if  I  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  came  here  to  rule 
ms  for  long  I  should  put  every  obstacle 
in  hie  way.  I  believe,  however,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  honestly  desires  to 
do  hu  beat  in  this  respect ;  and,  holding 
this  opinion,  I  honeaUy  deaire  to  remove 
every  diffloulty  from  his  path,  because 
1  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes 
iiy  get  out  of  the  country  as  soon  as  poa- 
Able.  That  ia  the  reason  why  I  hare 
a  feeling  of  fHendship  for  the  present 
Chief  Secretary.  I  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  remember  that  although  hon. 
G<«ntlemen  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  were  loud  ia  their  insistance 
on  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order, 
and  would  back  its  maintenance  by  the 
use  of  public  money  for  eroploving  the 
armed  Forces  of  the  Crown,  they  sent 
a  Gentleman  to  Ireland  a  few  months 
ago,  the  Kari  of  Carnarvon,  who  gave 
gr«*at  offence  to  the  landlords,  because 
he  recommended  them  not  to  press  the 
In»h  people  too  far.  I  would  ask  the 
present  (*hief  Secretary  to  improve  on 
tho  example  set  him  bv  tho  Tory  Go- 
v«>mment,  to  go  as  ten  further,  and  from 
words  proceed  to  deecfs.  A  Predecesv>r 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
g«>vemment  of  Ireland  in  his  day  won, 
t'*  a  great  extent,  the  affections  of  the 
Irish  people  by  an  act  which  brought 
down  upon  him  the  opprobrium  of  the 
Tory  clasaaa  in  Ireland;  but  hia  name 
has  been  handed  down  with  feelinga  of 
F—pact  and  admiration  by  the  people  of 
Ireland.  I  refer  to  Thomas  Drum- 
iDiiad«  who  in  a  time  of  agitation  com- 
rarsd  to  which  the  wildest  days  of  the 
Lsad  League  waa  only  child's  play,  when 
the  people  rebelled  at  the  iniustice  of 
t.thea,  refused  to  ui«e  tho  Irish  Conata* 
bulary  to  collect  the  titbt><».  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  Im^u  his  go- 
vi'mment  of  Ireland  bv  ei»ndiog  a  mea* 
eaga  of  peace  to  the  Irish  people,  by 
ahowing  that  ha  will  do  all  in  his  power 
tochaak  the  hand  of  the  exterminator  in 
Ireland,  and  to  prevent  the  people  from 
being  driven  away  irom  their  homea 


when  their  refuaal  to  pay  rent  is  on  ac- 
count of  their  poverty,  if  he  will  do  so, 
I,  for  my  part,  will  do  my  beat,  by  the 
exercise  of  what  influence  I  poaaeea.  to 
smooth  the  path  of  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man'a  government  in  Ireland. 

Tnx  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob  IBE- 
LAND  (Mr.  Jobv  MoaLXT) :  I  can  very 
cheerfully  respond  to  the  appeal  of 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Dillon),  and  I  do 
not  know  that  I  am  concerned  to  repu* 
diate  the  motive  with  which  he  pro- 
misos  me  his  sympathy  and  support. 
The  question  how  long  I  or  any  Eng* 
lish  Minister  shall  rule  the  Irish  people 
is  a  question  to  which  we  are,  no  douDt, 
approaching  tolerably  near  to  a  solution 
one  way  or  the  other.  Upon  the  nar- 
rower point  of  the  evictions,  the  hon. 
Member  is  well  aware  that  I  have  aa 
much  sympathy  as  he  has  with  the 
unfortunate  victims  of  the  social  oir- 
oumstanoea  in  which  Ireland  ia  placed. 
The  Question  aa  to  whether  or  not 
the  Military  Forcea  of  the  Crown  are 
to  be  uaed  in  carrying  out  every 
eviction  for  which  the  ahadow  of  legal 
title  or  juatification  can  be  made  out 
is  a  question  which  Executive  Minis- 
ters must  decide  for  themselves  on  their 
own  reB{N)nsibility  upon  each  case  as  it 
arises.  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  we  are  justified,  in  every  case 
in  which  a  shadow  of  l^pal  title  is  made 
out,  to  bring  out  the  Military  Forces  to 
execute  decrees  which  on  the  ground  of 
public  policy  seem  ioadvi»able  and  un- 
necessary. 8o  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
gather  information  in  the  very  short  time 
that  I  have  been  at  the  Irish  Offioe,  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  ia  justified  in 
aaying  that  at  thia  moment^I  do  not 
know  whether  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
will  differ — rents  are  being,  at  thia  time, 
very  fairly  paid  indeed.  In  caaaa  where 
rents  are  not  being  paid  they  aeem  to 
mo,  as  far  aa  I  can  understand,  to  be 
mostly  casea  where  it  is  aa  abaolutely  im- 
poseible  for  the  tenants  to  pay  them,  aa 
It  is  for  many  tenanta  in  Enelaad  to  pay 
their  rente.  The  hon.  Member  will  not 
expect  me  to  offer  any  remarka  on 
the  circumstancea  of  the  Gweedoro 
evictions,  for,  in  truth,  I  am  not  ac- 
quaintiMi  with  them,  nor  am  I  rsepon- 
sible  for  them,  and  it  do«s  not  fall 
within  my  province  to  criticixe  them,  nor 
to  offer  any  defence  or  justification  of 
them.  Aa  for  the  future,  I  can  only 
repeat,  in  another  way,  what  I  have  al- 
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readj  said — that  whfle  we  Bhall  be  reiy 
caref al  to  exact  respect  for  law,  and  rerj 
careful  to  see  that  every  subject  of  the 
Queen  has  all  those  ri^rhta  to  which  he 
is  legally  entitled,  it  will  be  onr  duty  to 
look  into  the  cases  as  they  arise ;  and  in 
no  case  where  it  can  possibly  be  avoided 
shall  we  be  inclined  to  resort  to  military 
force.  The  particular  item  for  increased 
military  transport,  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber challenges,  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  due 
to  the  circumstance,  as  I  am  informed, 
that  the  Constabulaiy  are  unable  to  pro- 
cure cars  in  consequence  of  pressure: 
and,  therefore,  they  have  been  obliged 
to  provide  themselves  with  horses,  cars, 
and  harness.  The  hon.  Member  spoke, 
however,  rather  with  a  view,  as  I  gather, 
to  express  his  opinion  of  the  nece:^>ity  of 
a  policy  of  conciliation  with  regard  to 
evictions.  I  believe  that  the  more  the 
circumstances  of  Ireland  are  considered 
the  more  urgent  will  it  appear  to  all 
those  who  have  a  sense  of  re<pon«iibility 
to  use  and  exercise  the  power  of  the 
Crown  with  judgment  and  humanity. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Mr.  Courtney,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  brought  before  your 
notice  his  criticisms  as  to  why  the  House 
should  not  pass  this  Vote  has  stated,  in 
dear  and  emphatic  terms,  the  reasons 
why  he  objects,  and  why,  on  behalf  of 
his  constituents  and  the  pe<iple  of  Ire- 
land, he  offers  his  protest  against  the 
passing  of  such  a  Tote  as  thi«.  I  also 
represent  a  constituency  which  has  in- 
structed me  on  every  occasion  to  offer 
my  protest  against  the  system  of  orga- 
nized eviction  in  Ireland  ;  and  in  speak- 
ing of  this  Vote  I  wish  to  be  understood 
as  representing  my  constituency  in  the 
protest  I  make.  I  feel  that  the  remarks 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Morley)  will 
be  received  in  Ireland  to-morrow  with  a 
thrill  of  gratification.  They  will  be  re- 
ceived, at  all  events,  with  this  feeling — 
that,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  CDuntry,  a  Gentleman  occupying  a 
responsible  position  has  spoken  of  the 
toiling  masses  of  Ireland  in  terms  of 
c  >mmiseration  and  sympathy.  We  re- 
gret that  large  Supplementary  Estimates 
of  this  sf>rt  have  U)  be  brought  before  the 
House ;  but  we  say  that  they  have  been 
neces«itated  by  this  system  of  organized 
eviction,  which  has  been  entered  upon 
by  the  landlords  of  the  country.  I  am 
in  a  podtion  to  say  that  the  hon.  Member 
fur  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  has  stated  nothing 
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but  the  clearest  and  moat  palpable  truth 
when  he  has  told  this  Committee  that 
there  is  no  indisposition  in  Ireland  to  pay 
a  fair  rent.  We  think  it  a  verv  cruel 
thing  that  the  Executive  powers  of  the 
Government  should  be  exercised  in  sup- 
port of  an  organized  system  of  evictions; 
and  we  are  glad  toobscvve  the  considerate 
and  sympathetic  tone  in  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  approached  the  subject, 
and  we  hope  aincerely  that  the  Oovem- 
ment  will  see  their  way  lo  deal  with  this 
question  in  a  kind  and  equitable  spirit. 
I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the  Commit* 
tee  that  it  involves  a  confiscation  of  the 
property  of  the  Irish  p«»ople  when  large 
forces  of  Constabulaiy  are  sent  on  these 
eviction  campaigns :  because  it  is  within 
the  knowledge  of  all  that  theae  evictions 
are  the  result  of  circumstancea  over 
which  these  poor  people  have  no  more 
control  than  a  man  has  over  the  elements 
around  him.  If  carried  out  by  the  Con- 
stabulary, who  are  placed  at  the  diapocal 
of  the  landlords  by  the  Executive,  the 
poor  people  are  thrown  out  on  the  road- 
side frequently  for  the  non-payment  of 
one  year's  rent.  I  feel  convinced  that  the 
people  of  Ireland,  as  I  have  said  a  minute 
ago,  will  read  to-morrow  with  feelings  of 
sincere  gratification  the  wise  and  gene- 
rous words  that  have  fallen  from  the  lips 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ;  and 
I  believe  that  the  Government  will  re- 
cognize the  protest  which  has  fallen  from 
these  Benches,  and  that  we  hare  so  pro- 
tested  on  behalf  of  those  people  who  are 
desirous  of  meeting  their  engagements, 
but  who  cannot  be  expected  to  do  ao  in 
times  such  as  the  present. 

Mb.  MITCHELL  HEN&T:  What  we 
miss  in  this  discussion  is  the  presence  of 
facts  to  enable  the  Committee  to  judge 
what  foundation  there  is  for  the  elo- 
quent speeches  on  the  subject  of  Irish 
distress  which  we  hear  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  I  will  not  yield  to 
any  man  in  my  abhorrence  of  evictions. 
I  have  ever  raised  my  voice  against  them 
in  this  House ;  but  there  are  evictions 
and  evictions.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  who  introduced  this 
dif^ussion,  spoke  of  evictions,  or  threat* 
ened  evictions,  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
covering  seed  rate. 

Me   DILLON :  Nothing  of  the  sort 

They  cannot  do  so.    The  hon.  Member 

does  not  understand  what  he  ia  talking 

about.    They  cannot  be  evicted  far  the 

I  fecovary  of  seed  rate. 
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Me.    MITrHEIJ.    HENRT :    Tho 
hon.  MfknilNir  mixed  up  erictiont  with  his 
•UtcmionU,  and  Mud  that  the  Irish  (^on- 
stabolary  has  been  nsod  for  tho  collec- 
tion of  eet^d  rate.     Well,  it  would   bo 
mnra  candid  of  the  hon.  Member  if  he 
ii»ld  the  Cummitteo  what  the  seed  rate 
was.     It  was  the  creatiMi  of  hon.  Mem* 
bt^rs  opposite.     That  is  the  fact,  and  I 
can  prore  it.     In  1879,  when  there  was 
a  period  of  great  distress  in  Ireland,  the 
(*«mserTatiTe  Govemmont,  at  the  instiga- 
tsoa  of  an  hon.  and  gallant  Member  oppo- 
ait**>the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Gal  way    (\ilonel  Nolan) — introduced  a 
measara  by  which  they  adTanc<>d  monej 
to  a  Tery  large  amount  for  seed  pota* 
t«»ea,  which  was  to  be  n*paid  in  a  certain 
Dumber  of  years  by  the  levying  of  a  rate 
on  eTcry  barony  which   had  borrowiMl 
the  money.     Well,  I  contended  at  that 
time,  and  I  now  know,  that  if  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  had   not  been   in 
each  a  hurry  to  bring  forward  his  men- 
aunt,  the  <tovemment  of  that  day  would 
hare  grant«*d  the  most  reanoDable  aAj«tHt- 
ance  uf  seed  to  crf>|)  the  ground  after  the 
famine  free,  gratis,  for  nothing.  We  did 
ao  in  the  case  of  the  French  iMH>ple  after 
the  famine.     Wo  M*nt  iromenM*  qnsnti- 
tie*  of  seed  of  all  kinds  abn>ad.     '  rrtV« 
0f  **  Uueation  !  '*       I  know  hon.  (tentle- 
men  oppi«ite  do  not  want  the  truth  to  be 
knoan,  and  th«»y  always   tnke  up  this 
attitude    when    diMgrerable    fuitn   are 
U'ing  put  f  raani.     An  I  waa  saving,  in 
the  ou^  4>f  the  French  War  w<«  granted 
•—that  is  to  fksy,  the  Kagliikh  and  Scotch 
|>eiiple,  and  I  daresay  the  Irii^h  people 
joined  with  them — to  the  French  pea- 
santry seed  potatoes,    grain,  and  other 
things,  for  the  purpoM«  of  crv>pping  the 
ground  for  another  y«*ar :  and  we  did  it 
as  a  gift.  If  there  is  one  form  of  charity 
mora  than  another  which  can  be  de- 
fended on  «^»noroic  and   philanthropic 
grounds,  it  in  that  form.     Hut  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Oalway  intro- 
dur«'d  his  liiil,  and  propofied  that  the 
Irish  people  should  ri*i>ay  the  amount 
which  was  lent  to  them.     The  Govern- 
ment, of  coarse,  jumped  at  the  proposal 
at  once    and  the  r»>suU  has  t>een    that  a 
considerable  fMirtion  of  the  rate  has  not 
been  paid ;  but  over  and  over  again  appH- 
catioa  haa  bean  made  for  the  pcmtpone- 
meat  of  the  collection  of  the  tax.  Appli- 
ealiotta  of  that  kind  have  been  acceded 
to  over  and  orar  again  by  the  Govenu 
aant ;  and  if  I  ware  to  tall  tba  Oom. 


mitteo  of  the  cheating  and  fraud  that 
went  on  in  regard  to  that  seed  rate— how 
the  common  potatoes  grown  in  the  district 
were  taken  out  of  a  town  and  brought 
back  as  what  they  called  **  champion 
potatoes  "  f^m  a  distance,  and  re-sold 
at  10  guineas  a  ton^— 

Ma.  FLYNN:  I  rise  to  Order.  I  want 
to  know  what  conno<tion  there  is  be- 
tween the  long  detailed  history  of  the 
varions  incidents  connected  with  the 
seed  rate  and  the  Estimate  before  the 
House  ? 

Tub  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  perfectly  in  Order  in  his  explanation  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  seed  rate. 

Ma.  MITCHELL  HENRY:  I  am 
never  sorry  for  these  interruptions.  I 
am  only  sorry  for  those  who  make  them, 
bccauw  the  House  knows  the  incurable 
aversion  which  hon.  Members  who  repre- 
(M*nt,  or  claim  to  r(«present,  tho  Irish 
people  have  to  the  elucidation  of  facts  and 
truth.  Well,  the  seed  rate  was  a  great 
farce.  I  do  not  remember  how  murh  is 
outstanding ;  but  I  know  that,  after 
great  ditliculty  in  collecting  the  rate,  a 
great  many  years  have  clapped  without 
the  amount  advanced  having  been  re- 
paid— for  we  art*  now  in  Ibti^,  and  the 
liill  was  pass<d  in  IH79  or  1 880.  After 
so  many  years  a  large  portion  of  the 
S4>ed  rate  still  remains  uiicolleot<Hl.  I 
Wlieve,  with  the  hon.  (Gentleman  the 
Member  f'*r  Mavo  Mr.  I)illon  .  that  his 
cxm^tituents  and  the  pe<»ide  of  Donegal, 
and  al^o  the  p<Mtple  in  that  part  of  Ire- 
land who  are  iilmuet  always  at  the  door 
of  starvation,  are  unable  to  pay  their 
contribution. 

Ma.   D1LIX)N:   My  dtento    paid  it 
long  ago. 

Mm.  MITCHELL  H£NKY:That 
ia  the  county  of  Mayo.  They  may 
have  jiaid  it — many  were  anxious  to 
— and  in  theae  vears  the  money  may 
have  been  paid;  but  the  people  of 
iKmegal,  who  are  exceedingly  iio<»r, 
and  the  people  of  Connemara  and  of 
some  parts  of  Kerry,  are  quite  unable  to 
pay  the  rate.  I  have  always  ssid  so  ; 
and  why,  I  ask,  did  not  h(»n.  Gentlemen 
opposite  take  up  the  same  position? 
Why  did  not  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  who  wc  n»  in  the  House  at  the 
time,  protest  agsinst  the  hill  of  their 
hon.  and  gallant  Colleague  y  Why  did 
they  not  save  the  Irish  people  from  this 
impost  f  I  always  protested  that  these 
people  were  utterly  onable  to  rapay  thia 
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money  that  was  granted  to  them  so 
many  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  crop  their  ground ;  and 
I  hope  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  will  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  sweeping  away  of 
the  rate.  I  certainly  should  not,  how- 
ever, let  off  those  Unions  in  the 
South  of  Ireland  who  are  still  as  able  to 
pay  as  any  other  people  in  the  country, 
but  who  will  not  pay  if  they  can  pos- 
sibly help  it.  The  hon.  Member  has 
spoken  of  coercive  measures  for  the 
recovery  of  the  rate ;  but  everyone  who 
knows  Ireland  must  be  aware  that  it  is 
to  be  divided  into  at  least  two  parts. 
The  people  in  the  South  —  the  people 
about  Dublin  and  the  people  of  Cork  and 
Limerick — are  well  able  to  pay  their 
rents.  ["  Oh,  oh !  "  and  crie%  of  **  No !  "] 
I  say  that  confidently,  and  can  prove  it. 
[An  hon.  Mbmbkb  :  It  is  not  true.]  It 
IS  perfectly  true.  They  are  as  well  able 
to  pay  their  rente  as  any  people  in 
Oreat  Britain.  [An  hon.  MEMBBa: 
Prove  it.]  The  tenants  in  Connemara, 
in  Kerry,  and  the  tenants  in  Donegal, 
who  chiefly  derive  the  money  with 
which  they  pay  their  rents  from  labour 
in  England,  and  who  have  no  employ- 
ment when  trade  is  bad,  are  not  able  to 
pay  their  rents  ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say 
that,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the 
people  of  Connemara  have  made  the 
most  honourable  efforts  to  pay  their 
rents. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  John  Moblbt)  :  Hear,  hear! 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY:  The 
Chief  Secretary  cheers  that  observation. 
Why  have  these  people  been  so  anxious 
to  pay  ?  Because  they  know  that  the 
encouragement  they  received  from  the 
Land  League  to  resist  the  just  payment 
of  their  rents  has  resulted  in  a  failure. 
Many  of  them  allowed  themselves  to  be 
evicted  at  the  instigation  of  the  Land 
League,  and  found  that  when  they  were 
turned  out  on  the  roadside  they  got  no 
assistance  from  the  large  funds  which 
have  been  subscribed,  and  which  are 
within  the  control  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  They  have  learnt  a  lesson. 
The  people  in  Connemara,  in  Kerry,  and 
Donegal  have  striven  to  pay  their  rents, 
and  all  honour  to  them  for  it.  They  have 
done  so  because  they  have  lost  faith  in 
thoae  who  before  recommended  them 
not  to  pay,  and  then  deserted  them  in 
their  needs. 

Mr.  MikkM  mnrp 


An  hon.  Member  :  Ton  say  that  be- 
cause they  hunted  you. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY:  The 
people  who  have  not  paid  their  rents 
have  refused  at  the  instigation  of  the 
National  League.  There  is  a  complete 
combination  not  to  pay  rents,  and  the 
tenantry  could  not,  if  they  would,  hold 
out  against  them.  You  haye  only  to 
read  that  very  journal  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  referred  to  —  7%# 
FruBUtnU  Journml  —  or  to  read  UmiUd 
Ireland,  and  watch  the  advice  which  is 
given  to  these  people  in  the  prosperous 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  often  actually 
g^ven  by  hon.  Qentlemen  who  are  now 
sitting  opposite  to  us  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  see  that  I  am  right.  They 
say — **  If  you  have  got  any  money  take 
care  to  clothe  and  feed  your  children, 
expend  your  money  for  all  those  pur- 
poses which  you  think  are  beneficial  to 
yourself,  and  then,  if  you  have  anything 
left  over,  give  it  to  the  landlord."  Wel^ 
what  is  the  result?  Why,  notwith- 
standing the  25  per  cent  reduction 
which  has  been  made  in  the  gross 
rental  of  Ireland  under  the  Land  Act 
of  1880,  the  tenants  have  actually  asked 
for  a  reduction  of  50  and  60  per  cent. 
Tbey  have  very  properly  been  refused. 
[An  hon.  Member  :  Not  by  the  Judges.] 
Take  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire. Did  they  not  attempt  to  intimi- 
date him  ?  Did  they  not  ask  an  enor- 
mous reduction  which  he  refused  ?  [An 
hon.  Membbr  :  How  much  ?]  I  believe 
50  per  cent.  ["No,  no!  "J  I  believe 
it  was  that  amount.  [An  hon.  Mbhbbb  : 
No ;  about  20  per  cent.]  However,  I 
will  undertake  to  say  that,  although  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  granted  a  reduction, 
it  was  not  more  than  about  half  the 
amount  that  was  asked  for.  The  ten- 
antry held  numerous  meetings  and  as- 
sumed a  threatening  aspect;  but  even- 
tually they  thought  it  better  to  pay.  And 
that  is  a  fair  example  of  what  is  con- 
tinually going  on  in  Ireland.  The 
House  is  not  to  be  hoodwinked  on  this 
subject.  I  have  said  this  when  I  wss 
an  Irish  Member,  and  I  will  repeat  it 
now  when  I  am  not.  AVliat  is  the 
amount  of  the  deposits  in  the  banks  of 
Ireland?  Upwards  of  £30,000,000.  And 
to  whom  does  it  belong  ?  Why,  to  ths 
prosperous  tenants  of  the  South  and 
East  of  Ireland.  There  is  no  dearth  of 
money  amongst  the  large  farmera  in 
Ireland.    Out  of  16  years  th^  have 
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had  12  fgOfoA  yean  of  ezceplional  prices; 
and  though  at  this  moment  pricoa  have 
lallen  Tery  low,  I  tay  potitiyely  that  they 
ara  not  aa  low  aa  they  were  'iO  years 
aico,  when  rents  were  much  higher  than 
thry  are  now.  It  is  exactly  the  aamc 
thiDg  in  the  dairy  counties  of  Ireland. 
The  price  of  hutter  is  low  at  this  moment ; 
hut  what  is  the  reason  ?  Why,  it  is  per- 
fectly evident  and  well  known.  \^Cri€$ 
•f  **  Question  !  **!  Thia  is  the  question. 
The  managers  of  the  Cork  Butter  Market 
have  told  the  people  why  it  i»— namely, 
because,  through  the  wretched  manner 
in  which  the  Cork  hutter  is  made,  the 
I>utch  and  other  foreign  hutter  can  beat 
it  out  of  the  market.  Let  the  people  of 
the  S>uth  and  £a9t  of  Ireland  pay  their 
reals  in  an  honourable  manner ;  let 
th<»m  devote  thomsi4ves  to  the  improve* 
lAtnt  of  their  agriculture,  and  there 
would  he  no  difficulty  in  their  main- 
taining a  prosperous  position.  The 
<.*hi«*f  Secretary  ought  to  know  that  the 
undoubted  mis4*ry  of  the  West  of  Ire- 
land  is  made  the  fulcrum  by  means  of 
which  the  agitation  against  landlords 
and  the  outcry  against  rent  are  kept  up. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  know  this  as 
w«'ll  as  I;    and  at  their  $¥mpo9$m  and 

iilessant  dinners  in  the  Irish  parts  of 
vmdun  they  tip  one  another  the  wink 
and  say  how  they  are  humbugging  the 
Iiritt«her.  They  are  humbugging  the 
Dritifther,  and  thoy  know  it,  by  pre* 
t«-nding  that  the  condition  of  the  ten- 
antry in  the  I-Ust  and  Houlh  of  Irf*land 
is  like  that  of  the  tenantry  in  the  West 
and  in  Donegal.  I  hava  spoken  plainly 
on  thesa  iM»ints,  and  I  hope  the  Chief 
Hecrstary  will  investigate  the  facts,  and 
find  out  whether  what  I  have  said  is 
true  or  not.  I  repeat  that  the  tenantry 
in  tha  prosperous  farming  portions  of 
Ireland,  though  they  are  now,  at  this 
moment,  receiving  a  much  lower  price 
tn  their  produc-«»  than  they  did  before, 
are  excellently  well  able  to  {lay  their 
rvnis ;  but  other  people  in  Connemara, 
iHsttSfal,  and  parte  of  Kerry  are  not 
able  to  pay  them,  and  ought  to  ba  saved 
by  avery  means.  Certainlv  tha  Forces 
t>f  the  (^rown  ought  not  to  be  employed 
against  them  in  thesa  evictions.  But 
there  was  one  curious  eircum  stance  in 
tha  atalement  made  by  the  Chief  8eere- 
tatj.  He  said  that  every  case  of  avic* 
tiott  and  of  tha  employment  of  the 
Fareaa  of  the  Grown  would  ba  aonai- 
datad   indtvidnally   by  tha   Ezaaotava 


authority.  Now,  that  is  not  the  law ; 
and  if  the  Chief  Secretary  is  to  make 
himself  the  appeal  for  the  decision  of 
the  Courts  of  i^aw  which  are  duly  con- 
stitutcnl,  he  will  have  a  task  which  not 
only  will  overwhelm  him,  but  will  over- 
whelm the  law  itself.  The  Forces  of 
the  Crown  are  to  be  employed  to  make 
the  law  obeyed.  If  the  law  is  a  bad 
one  let  it  be  repealed  or  altered;  and 
Hoav-en  knows  that  I  have  in  thia 
liouae  for  the  last  17  years,  over  and 
over  again,  asked  for  the  repeal  of  those 
harsh  measures  which  apply  to  one  part 
of  Ireland  a  law  of  eviction  which  ought 
not  to  be  applied  to  a  starving  and 
miserable  population.  But  in  re^tad  to 
the  rest  of  Ireland,  if  the  tenant  farmers 
who  are  rich  enough  will  not  pay, 
threaten  them  and  they  will  do  so ;  or 
if  they  do  not,  aunport  those  who  have 
a  right  to  the  land  just  as  much  as  the 
tenants  have,  in  attempting  to  obtain 
their  dne  by  the  sale  of  the  tenants' 
stock. 

Mr.  HOLU ES  :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  haa  re- 
minded us  that  it  oan  hardly  be  ex- 
pected that  he  can  know  much  of  this 
subject,  considering  that  he  haa  been 
auch  a  abort  time  in  Office.  AH,  I  think, 
will  agree  in  that ;  and  it  would  be  most 
unreasonable  to  assume  that  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman,  upon  every  Irish  Ques- 
tion, can,  at  the  present  time,  nave 
formed  a  definite  opinion.  I  am  quite 
sure  tlist  in  any  statement  he  haa  made 
to>night  he  haa  expressed  an  opinion  of 
first  impression,  and  ta  prepared,  on 
further  consideration,  to  modify  or  en- 
tirely alter  that  opinion.  It  would  not, 
I  think,  be  amiss  if  I  were  to  bring 
back  the  Committee  to  the  point  from 
which  this  discuaaton  atartad.  We  are 
disousaing  the  Supplementary  Constabu- 
lary Estimate.  One  might  auppoee, 
from  the  course  the  discussion  has  taken, 
and  even  from  a  large  portion  of  the 
!  Chief  Secretary *a  own  addraaa,  that  the 


reaaon  the  Eatimate  haa  been  incraaaed 

J  beyond  what  waa  originallv  expected  ia 

this — because  the    Constabulary    have 

been  largely  employed  in  carryiog  out 

evictions — and   that  in  consequence  of 

their  having  been  so  largely  em  ploved  the 

,  estimated  amount  was  not  sufficient  for 

■  the  pnrposea  of  travelling  and  other  in- 

'  cidental  axpanaea.  Now,  we  have  it  f^om 

.  the  Clkief  Secretary  himaelf,  mentioned 


in  an  iaetdental  and  vagne  way,  at  tha 
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end  of  his  obsenrations,  that  that  is  not 
the  reason  for  the  increase  of  the  Esti- 
mate at  all.    The  cause  of  the  increase, 
so  far  as  I  could  gather  from  the  Chief 
Secretary — and  he  appealed  to  myself 
as  to  my  own  knowledge  on  the  matter, 
which  corresponds  entirely  with  his — ^is 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  Constabulary, 
during  a  considerable  portion  of  last  year, 
not  being  able  to  obtain  cars  and  to  hire 
horses,  and,  in  some  cases,  to  procure 
eren  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  they 
were  obliged  to  spend  capital  in  the 
purchase  of  cars  and  horses.   They  were 
compelled  to  make  these  purchases  not 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
their  ordinary  Cfonstabulary  duties,  but 
actually  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
from  neighbouring  towns  the  bread  and 
other  food  necessary  for  the  support  of 
the  men  in  the  barracks.     I  might  ask 
why  was  this?    Was  it  because  the 
persons  who  earned  their  livelihood  in 
the  country  by  keeping  cars  for  hire 
were  indisposed  to  add  a  little  to  their 
incomes  by  letting  their  cars  to  the  Con- 
stabulary ?    I  think  it  is  hardly  so.    It 
was  because  there  was  a  power  in  the 
country  which  so  intimidated  the  men 
who  had  the  cars  for  hire  that  they  dare 
not  give    them    to  the    Constabulary, 
though,  again  and  again — and  the  Con- 
stabulary will  bear  me  out — they  would 
have  been  perfectly  willing  to  do  so  if 
the    National    League  had  permitted 
them.    Therefore,  when  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary appeals  to  this  side  of  the  House 
and    asks,    Does   not    our    experience 
correspond  with  his  information  that 
it     was     circumstances    of    this   kind 
which  inTolred  this  additional  expendi- 
ture,   I  at  once  reply  in   the  affirma- 
tive.   But  there  were  other  portions  of 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman's  observations 
a  little  more  questionable.     Beference 
has  been  made  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate to  what    are    called   '^  organized 
evictions;"  and  hopes  have   b^n  ex- 
pressed that  the  Government  will  not 
give    any   support    to    any    sweeping 
plan   for  clearing    away    the    inhabi- 
tants from  large  districts  —  from  the 
Iftnd  they  have  been  holding  and  the 
houses  they  have  been  occupying  for  a 
long  period.    I  am  afraid  that  some  ob- 
•errations  fell  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman ^though  probably  he  did  not  use 
them  in  that  light — ^ra&er  suggesting 
the  idea  of  something  of  the  kind  being 
done.    I  am  not  aware  that  in  the  last 

Mr.  MoimM 


12  months  there  have  been  any  evictions 
that  could  be  said  to  be  of  that  cha- 
racter.    He  spoke    of   the   Gweedore 
evictions;  but  there  were  no  evictions 
in  Gweedore  connected  with  the  seed 
rate,  and   the    only    matters    referred 
to  in   the  debate  have   been    in   con- 
nection with  that  rate.    As  the  hon. 
Gentleman    on    the    other    side    (Mr. 
Mitchell    Henry)    knows,   but    as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  can  scarcely  be 
expected   to  know,  people   cannot    bo 
evicted  from  their  holdings  for  non-pay- 
ment of  seed  rate ;  and  if  the  Consta- 
bulary have  been  used  at  all,  it  has  only 
been  for  protecting  whoever  might  be 
the  warrant  bearer  in  the  collection  of 
the  rate.    If   there  were  a  Betum  of 
nuUa  batM  no  penalty  can  be  attached  to 
those  liable  to  payment  of  the  rate.    A. 
Return  has  been  furnished  as  to  the 
evictions  in  the  last  12  months.    I  think 
I  am  correct  in  the  statement — ^if  I  am 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
able  to  correct  me,  though  I  believe  he 
will  bear  me  out — that  the  evictions  in 
Ireland  during  the  year  1885  were  much 
less  in  number  than  in  1884.    I  believe^ 
in  round  numbers,  the  number  of  evic- 
tions in  1884  were  about  4,000,  and  that 
in  the  year  following  they  were  3,000. 
But,  lest  the  Committee   should  carry 
away  a  misapprehension  as  regards  the 
meaning  of  these  figures,  I   ought  to 
state  that  these  were  evictions  that  ap- 
peared in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriif,  and 
that  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases — as 
always   happens — ^the    persons  evicted 
were  restored  either  as  tenants  or  care- 
takers.   These  numbers,  therefore,  do 
not   represent  the    actual    number   of 
people  put  out  of  their  holdings,  but  the 
number  in  which    evictions  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  Sheriff;  and,  as  I  have 
said,  there  was  a  substantial  decrease  in 
1885.  I  think  I  may  say  that  in  the  past 
five  or  six  months  during  which  I  nad 
some    experience   in    connection    with 
the  government  of  Ireland  there  were 
very  few  cases  in  which  it  was  necessary 
to  assist  the  Civil  power  by  even  the 
Constabulary,  much  less  the  Military,  in 
the  carrying  out  of  evictions.    I  know 
that  occasionally  in  Ireland  the  turbu- 
lence is  so  great  that  it  is  necessary  to 
give  that  assistance;  but  probably  the 
reason  why  it  was  so  seldom  neoessary 
to  employ  the  Constabulary  was  because 
there  were  so  few  evictions.    Another 
sabjeot  on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
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nther  miggMt^  that  thero  might  that  th^y  would  lodgfo  the  amount  of  the 
b#  a  diffrmi««  of  opinion  on  this  Beoch  rediutton  io  a^^reod  upon  in  the  bank, 
Irom  the  information  he  himself  haa  re-  ,  rather  than  allow  it  to  fro  into  the  land- 
Mved  vae  the  queetiott  of  the  payment  lord'a  hands?  ["Oh!'']  One  would 
of  rrata  to  IreUmd.  I  am  able  to  say  i  euppoto  I  am  addressing  a  House  that 
what  the  result  of  mj  own  information  knows  nothing  of  what  occurs  in  Ire- 
on  that  aobjcot  is.  I  think  in  a  great  land.  I  will  mention  a  very  recent  case 
manj  parta  of  the  country  rents  are  very  which  occurred  in  Iroland — a  ca»o  of  a 
fairly  paid ;  and  as  to  what  the  right  property  on  which  tbore  were  reported 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  in  that  respect,  to  be  ioo  tenants.  The  tenants  were 
ptimdrd  ho  does  not  apply  it  to  tho  very  badly  off,  it  was  said ;  and  though 
whole  country,  I  am  not  oisposed  to  dis*  some  had  had  their  rents  judicially  fixed, 
•irree  with  htm.  I  Blno  admit  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  of  them  to  pay 
tliere  are  parts  of  Ireland  in  which,  at  the  full  amount  they  were  charg<*d.  Ap« 
the  pteaent  time,  it  is  very  difficult  for  '  plication  waa  ma<fc  to  the  Receiver 
tlie  lenaata  to  pay;  but  the  same,  I '  Judge  to  give  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent 
think,  may  be  said  with  regard  to  the  I  whore  the  rents  had  not  been  hxed  by 
tooantry  in  s«>me  parts  of  England  and  the  l^and  Commission,  and  of  40  per 
Kootiaod.  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gen*  |  cent  where  they  had.  The  application 
UeoMO  will  bear  mo  out  that  in  this  last '  waa  supported  by  a  strong  affidavit ; 
class  of  cases  to  which  I  have  referred  and  it  waa  said  that  it  was  imponsible 
taoanls  ia  Ireland  are  treated  with  pro- 1  for  any  of  the  people  to  pay  their  rents ; 
cisely  the  same  indulgence  by  their  land-  but  before  the  case  had  proceeded  far  it 
lofda  aa  similar  persons  in  like  posi*  I  appeared  from  the  Receiver  himssif  that 
tiooa  in  Sootlaod  and  England  have  re- !  a  fortnight  before  60  men  had  paid  the 


vad.  But  I  would  refer  to  another  rents  in  ftill,  and  a  number  of  others 
claaaof  caaea  that,  unfortunately,  I  know  I  only  required  a  abort  time  to  do  ao.  8o 
bava  existed  in  Ireland  to  a  consider- 1  far  as  my  information  goea,  rente  are 
able  extent,  and  of  which  the  Chief  j  fairly  paid  in  Ireland  where  there  is  no 
N^rrtary  has  heard,  or,  perhaps,  has  '  external  force  acting  to  the  contrary ;  so 
obtained  information  with  regard  to.  I  far  as  my  information  goes,  where  rente 
I  kaow  certain  parta  of  the  country  cannot  be  paid  thero  is  a  reasonable 
in  which  the  rents  are  not  being  paid,  |  indulgence  shown  by  the  landlords. 
iHil  because  the  tenants  are  not  able  .  [  **  No !  "J  ( Vrtaialy,  up  to  the  pn^sent 
to  pay  them,  but  because  they  are  time,  there  has  not  be4*n  any  of  those 
Aol  permitt«*d  to  pay  them,  f  Cn^s  '  wholonalo  evictions  wo  have  had  refem^l 
0f  **  Name!  "  ]  It  would  l>e  pert'crtly  { to  in  this  IIouims  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
impoasible  for  any  person  rising  in  de-  '  judge,  the  same  p<dicy  of  moderation 


bale,  as  I  have  done  at  the  preeent  time, 
to  give  such  caaea  by  name.  But  I  say 
I  know,  from  information  I  can  tho- 


which  has  l>een  pursued  in  this  respect 
by  the  landlords  in  the  past  will  con- 
tinue in  the  future.     There  waa  one  re- 


rovghly  rely  upon,  that  there  are  manv  {  mark  of  the  right  hon.  (tentleman  the 
rouahout  the  countrv  in  which  '  Chief  S^^rretarv  for  Ireland  which  pro- 


throughout  the  country  in  which  '  Chief  S^^rretary  for  Ireland  which  pro- 
the  tenants  on  a  particular  estate  collect '  duced  at  the  time  upon  my  mind  a  strong 
together,  and  pass  resolutions  declaring  j  impression  as  to  the  way  ia  which  it 
thai  ao  rents  snail  be  paid  unl<«ss  some  would  be  received  in  Ireland,  and  whioh 
esorbitaat  reductioa  of  40  or  60  per  cent ;  I  am  afraid  may  produce  disastrous  re- 
is  all«>wrd.  1  can  understand  it  to  l>e  |  suits.  The  hon.  Member  for  North 
the  duty  of  a  landlord  to  inquire  into  in- '  Cork  (Mr.  Flynn)  appeared  to  consider 
dividual  eases  on  his  property ;  aad  if  he  '  that  the  observations  that  were  made  by 
finds  there  an*  some  where  men  are  un-  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  in  the  course 
abU  Io  pay  their  rent  to  give  them  time,  '  of  his  apeech  to-night  will  be  received 
and  treat  them  with  lenii^cy ;  but  how  throughout  Ireland  with  the  great^^t 
is  ii  poaaible  for  a  laadlord  to  deal  with  pleaaure ;  and  he  appeared  to  base  that 
taaaalry  when  he  is  told  that  he  ia  com-  pleaaure  on  the  supposition  that  help 
aellad  to  give  a  reductioa  all  roand,  would  not  be  given  by  the  Government 
ifraspecttva  of  iadividual  caaea,  of  40,  to  the  Civil  power  ia  carvyiag  oat  the 
60,  or  60  per  caat  f    Has  the  right  boa.    law. 

Gaallamaa  aaver  heard  of  aaeh  caaaa  Tin  CIIIEF  BKCRETART  roa  IRE- 

of  the  taaaato  hava  atalad   LAND  (Mr.  Jon  Moatsr):  laaidthal 
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the  help  of  the  military  force  would  not 
be  granted. 

Mb.  holmes  :  The  military  force ! 
The  occasions  on  which  the  military 
force  18  required  to  carry  out  the  law  in 
Ireland  are  very  few  indeed.  The 
question  is  this.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
the  Sheriff  receives  the  writ  of  a 
Superior  Court,  and  he  says — •*  My 
bailiffs  are  endangered  if  they  carry  out 
that  writ;" — the  question  is,  will  the 
Constabulary  protect  the  bailiffs  ?  That 
is  an  important  question;  and  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  assumed  in  Ireland,  after 
the  obsenrations  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
that  DO  protection  will  be  given  by  the 
Civil  Force  to  those  who  have  to  carry 
out  the  law.  I  presume  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary,  al- 
though not  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  not 
a  lawjer,  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
Sheriff  would  be  bound  to  execute  a  writ 
as  an  officer  of  a  Superior  Court ;  and  I 
cannot  understand  on  what  ground  the 
Executive  of  the  present  day  will  decline 
to  give  the  officials  of  the  Court  that  pro- 
tection which  he  will  require  in  doing  a 
duty  which  the  law  imposes  upon  him, 
and  renders  him  liable  to  penalties  for 
not  carrying  out.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  stated  that  he  will  examine 
into  the  cases  individually,  and  determine 
the  particular  cases  in  which  assistance 
will  be  giyen,  and  in  which  it  will  be  re- 
fused. Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
taken  into  consideration  the  modui  ope- 
rmndioi  this  proceeding  ?  We  know  that 
the  present  Government  is  a  Government 
of,  examination  and  inquiry ;  and  pro- 
bably it  is  one  of  those  matters  which 
will  be  the  subject  of  their  examination 
and  inquiry,  which  are  the  proper  cases 
in  which  to  afford  protection  to  the 
Sheriff  in  executing  a  writ.  But  Low  can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  whether 
the  writ  of  the  Court  covers  the  shadow 
or  the  substance  of  a  right?  Will 
he  set  np  in  Dublin  Castle  an  inquiry 
into  cases  in  which  the  Court  issued 
writs  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Sheriff  was  justified  in  executing  them 
or  not  ?  After  all,  great  allowance  must 
be  made  for  the  inexperience  of  the  right 
hoo.  Gentleman ;  and  I  believe  that,  what- 
ever his  experience  may  be  in  other 
matters,  he  Las  little  experience  in  anv 
branch  of  the  Executive.  But  I  think 
when  he  has  tried  to  carry  out  this  busi- 
ness, when  his  experience  is  a  little 

Mr.  John  JforUy 


greater,  and  when  he  has  pursued  his 
inquiries  in  this  direction  a  little  further, 
he  will  find  that  he  is  surrounded  in  his 
task  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  one  way  only 
for  the  Executive  to  deal  with  this  ques* 
tion,  and  that  is  that  they  should  carry 
out  the  law ;  and  if  the  law  be  unjust, 
and  if  it  be  not  such  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  require,  let  them  alter  the 
law.  Up  to  the  present  time  it  has  never 
been  tolerated  that  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment, who  are  there  to  administer 
the  law,  should  suspend  that  law,  or  alter 
it  according  to  their  own  views ;  and  I 
am  sure  that  the  right  hon.  GentlemaUy 
when  he  begins  to  consider  these  matters 
a  little  more,  and  when  he  has  brought 
a  more  mature  experience  to  bear  upon 
them,  will  perceive  that  the  principle 
which  must  guide  his  conduct  is  that 
which  has  been  the  guide  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  them.  If  that  be  so, 
however  much  we  may  differ  from  him 
with  reference  to  his  views  upon  Irish 
subjects,  we  shall  have  no  difference  of 
opinion  with  him  on  the  necessity  of 
pressing  on  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland 
the  observance  of  the  law. 

ThbCHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  William  Habooubt)  :  I  rise 
just  to  say  a  few  words  with  reference 
to  the  rather  passionate  speech  of  the 
late  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes).  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
approached  this  matter  at  all  in  the 
judicial  spirit  in  which  my  riffht  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  to  we  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley) 
addressed  himself  to  it.  I  do  not  think 
my  right  hon.  Friend  deserved  or  desired 
that  compassion  for  his  inexperience 
which  has  been  expressed  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to-ni^t. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend's  observations  have  been  entirely, 
though,  no  doubt,  unintentionally,  mis- 
understood. After  all,  what  did  my 
right  hon.  Friend  say  with  reference  to 
the  ose  of  the  military  in  respect  of 
evictions  and  the  collection  of  rents  in 
Ireland,  except  that  which  another  Col* 
league  and  hon.  Friend  of  mine  said 
yesterday  evenine  with  reference  to 
evictions  in  Scotland  ?  I  understand 
that  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  each  ease 
was  precisely  the  same.  When  I  was 
at  the  Home  Office  I  had  some  expe- 
rience with  regard  to  Scotland.  When  it 


8^     S^^^Cinl  Sertifti,    {Foeuabt  19,  1886}     4*r.  1j/i'm«/#«,  1885-6.      8M 


bMttine  iiMMMty  to  enploj  militeiy 
Con*  to  TiadicAto  the  law,   mat  care 
waa  taken  that  the  militarj  tbottld  not 
be  einplojed  for  the  purpoee  of  eTiction 
or  the  collection  of  rents.     It  wac  the 
coadition  laid  down    in    allowing   the 
military  to  be  employed  in  the  Westom 
Highlands  of  Scotland  that  thej  should 
prevent  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to 
pnnish  those  who  resisted  the  officers  of 
the  law.  and  that  they  were  not  to  act  as 
rent  collectors.  That  principle,  I  beliere, 
ta  a  sonad  one.    It  is  the  nrindplo  in 
England,  and  it  was  acted   upon   in 
Scotland  two  or  three  years  ago.     I 
did    not    understand    my    right    hon. 
Friend    the    Chief    Secretaxy    to   say 
anything   more  than  that.      My  right 
hon.  Friend  did  not  say  that  if  the  law 
was  violated,   and  if  persons  resisted 
the  officers  of  the  law,  all  the  resources 
of  the  Government  will  not  be  employ  tnl 
to  Tindicate  the  law.    My  right  hon. 
Friend  has  said  nothing  of  that  sort.  lie 
said  it  is  not  desirable  —  and  in  my 
opinion  it  is  not  dssirable— to  employ  the 
Military  Forces  as  collectors  of  rents. 
It  IS  true  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
said  that  there  ought  to  be  on  the  part 
of  theGoTemment^  as  well  as  on  the  part 
of  proprietors  cl  land,  a  sentiment  of 
hnmanity  and  ditcrimioatioo  in  reference 
to  the  operation  of  oricttoos.     f'*  Hear, 
hear!*'  />•«//<>•#  Am  Vr#  J    That  is  all 
my  right  hon.  Friend  said.  [<*  Oh,  oh  !  '* 
ffim  ik»   Opp^it%9n.^    I  am  sure  hon. 
Gentlem«*n  opposite  would  not  deny  thst 
the  last  pound  of  flesh    ought  to  be 
exacted ;  and  the  Goromment  may  well 
act  like  a  jusi  judge,  and  bear  in  mind 
considerations  of  that  kind  in  a  spirit 
of  humanity.  The  Committee  has  heard 
what  my  right  hon.  Friend  said ;  there 
is  nothing  in  what  he  said  that  appears 
to  me  to  be  otherwise  than  souna  and 
Qstiflable,  and  I  entirely  agree  with 


iS 


Ma.  SEXTON :  I  do  not  feel  con- 
cerned to  champion  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tlemaa  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ; 
but  I  must  say  that  I  agree  with  the 
right  hon«  GenUemaa  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Ezcheouer  Sir  William  Uarcourt; 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is 
not  in  need  of  any  apology  or  rindica* 
ti'in  from  the  right  h»n.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  IIolme«\  who  sits  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  The  ^*hi«f  Socre* 
tary  for  Ireland  perceirea,  in  his  mind, 
the  principle  of  civiliasd  rule;  and  I  be* 


liere,  and  am  glad  to  believe,  that  he 
will  act  upon  it.    The  right  hon.  (}en* 
tleman  as  a  poliUoian.  and  let  me  say 
as  a  statesman,  has  reached  an  eminence 
which  the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ire* 
land   can  never  hope  to    reach.      His 
mind  is  at  present  clear ;  but  I  warn  him 
that  the  position  of  Irish  Secretaiy  will 
make  him  acquainted  with  strange  com* 
pany ;  and  I  solemnlv  say  that  it  would 
be  better  for  him  if  he  never  learned  a 
single  fact  about  Ireland,  trusting  to  his 
own   abstract    perception  of  principle, 
rather  than  that  his    mind  snould  be 
debauched    by    the    pettifogging   and 
cruel  chicaneiT  of  Dublin  Castle.    The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  labours 
under  the  disorder  which  appears  to  be 
chronic  with  some  Four  Courts  lawyers 
— he  is  under  the  delusion  that  a  con- 
temptible and  feeble  case  can  be  die* 
guised  by  loudness  of  tone  and  feverish- 
ness  of  gesture.     But,  Sir,  he  has  not 
convinced    any   hon.    Member  in  this 
House  that  it  is  possible  for  any  appro- 
oiable  proportion  of  tenants  in  Ireland 
to  pay  their  rents.  I  offer  him  no  thanks 
for  the  small  admission  ho  has  made. 
Does  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman deny  that  the  prices  of  agricul- 
tural produce  have  fallen  40  percent? 
Does  ho  know  that  Judge  Harrington 
has  taken  as  much  as  oO  per  cent  off 
fixed  rents  f    Does  he  deny  that  the 
Courts  have,  with  the  solemn  sanction  of 
the  law,  given  reductions  of  16,  20,  and 
as  high  as  40  per  cent  off  rents?    The 
right    hon.    and    Isamed    Gentleman 
sajs  there  are  places  in  Ireland  where 
tenants  can  pay  rent,  but  where  they 
are   not    allowed    to    pay.     I   protect 
again  this  insinuation,  llr.  Chatrman, 
as  being  similar  in  politics  to  an  in- 
famous slander  in  private  life.  I  pro- 
test against  thia   system,    which  is  a 
leaf  taken  from  the  book  of  the  I»jal 
and   Patriotic  Union,  who    tend  their 
spouters  over  every  platform  in  England 
in    order   to    mislead  honest    Koglish 
people  who  are  disposed  to  do  justice  to 
Ireland.     The  right  hon.  and  learned 
(feotleman   imitates    the    r6U   of    Mr. 
Smith  Barry,  which  gentleman  turned 
out  his  labourers  because  they  ventured 
to  ask  for  the  benetit  of  the  Labourers' 
Act;  this  gentleman,  a  few  days  ago, 
said  that  he  knew  of  c<>rUio  casee  of 
'*  BoycotUog,'*  and  when  asked  where, 
said^"  I  dare  not  name  the  district.** 
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We  can  underatand  his  fears;  but 
'when  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  late  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  says  he  does  not  name  the 
district  in  which  "Boycotting"  exists 
— why,  it  is  absard.  Bat  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says  he 
knows  districts  in  which  rents  can 
be  paid,  but  are  not  allowed  to  be 
paid.  I  challenge  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  give  the  name  of 
those  districts.  There  is  no  reason  in 
the  world  why  the  names  of  those  dis- 
tricts should  not  be  given.  Allusion  has 
been  made  to  the  evictions  at  Gweedore; 
and  it  has  been  attempted  to  cast  some 
doubt  upon  their  existence.  I  say  there 
is  nothing  more  shameful  in  the  history 
of  the  world  than  the  evictions  of  women 
that  have  taken  place  in  that  unfortunate 
portion  of  the  country  daring  the  last 
two  or  three  years.  In  that  place  the 
landlord  first  threatened  the  tenants  that 
if  they  went  to  thelLand  Court  he  would 
take  them  to  a  higher  Coart  and  so  ruin 
them ;  he  then  ran  up  legal  costs ;  and 
it  is  a  fact  that  for  rents  of  £1  as 
much  as  £8  or  £4  legal  costs  have 
been  added.  It  was  for  such  claims  as 
these  that  the  poor  people  were  evicted, 
and  then,  having  tarned  them  out,  he 
used  his  power  as  outdoor  Guardian  to 
refuse  them  that  cold  charity — outdoor 
relief.  I  sav  there  is  no  doubt,  from 
the  patent  facts  of  the  case,  from  the 
falling  nrices,  and  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  means  of  the  small  tenants 
have  been  exhausted  in  order  that  they 
may  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  Arrears 
Act,  that  there  prevails  in  Ireland  a 
general  incapacity  to  pay  unreduced  or 
even  iudicial  rents;  and  I  invite  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  applv  to  the  case  the  strictest 
scrutiny  that  his  ability  or  his  exnerience 
may  suggest,  and  the  result  of  his  in- 
vestigations will  be  confidently  awaited 
by  tts.  Now,  Sir,  some  controversy  has 
been  raised,  and  reference  has  been 
made,  to  the  course  pursued  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Dmmmond,  wno  lived  to  enjoy 
an  unsoiled  reputation  as  Chief  Secre- 
tary, who  refused  to  use  the  armed 
Forces  of  the  Crown  in  the  case  of 
seizures  that  were  made  for  tithes.  Mr. 
Thomas  DrummondV  course  was  to 
despatch  an  armed  force  to  a  convenient 
spot ;  but  he  did  not  allow  it  to  approach 
the  place  of  seixare  unless  there  was 
proof  of  violence  and  breach  of  the  law. 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  has  said  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  only  promised  that 
the  military  should  not  be  employed. 
Are  we  to  understand  by  that  the 
red  coats  ?  The  police  are  the  military 
of  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
smiles.  Was  he  ever  in  Ireland?  I 
can  assure  him  if  he  went  there  to* 
morrow  he  would  not  know  the  police- 
men there  from  members  of  a  Bifle 
Brigade.  I  heard  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  with  hope,  because  I 
understood  him  to  mean  that  he  would 
in  f atare  consider  whether  or  not  the 
armed  Forces  of  the  Crown  should  be 
employed  on  the  merits  of  the  case. 
To  those  who  intervene  and  cry  out  for 
the  execution  of  the  law,  I  say  that  a 
statesman  has  more  at  the  present 
crisis  to  consider  in  Ireland  than  the 
mere  enforcement  of  the  law ;  he  has  to 
consider  the  public  peace,  the  prevention 
of  crime,  and  the  true  harmony  of 
society.  [^Inmical  eh0gr».']  Sir,  I  wish 
to  have  a  clear  understanding  as  to  the 
engagements  we  have  had.  Are  the 
Executive  in  Ireland  to  consider  the 
merits  of  each  case  when  a  landlord 
proposes  to  evict  a  tenant  ?  What  are 
the  merits  ?  They  are  these.  If  there 
is  reasonable  ground  for  believing  that 
the  tenant  can  pay  the  rent  and  will  not 
pay  it,  then  the  merits,  from  the  Govern* 
ment  point  of  view,  are  on  the  side  of 
the  landlord,  and  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  Executive  to  send  the  military 
there;  but  if  it  is  clear  that  from 
causes  beyond  his  control  the  tenant  is 
not  able  to  pay,  then  I  say  that  the 
merits  are  upon  the  side  of  Uie  tenant. 
I  understand  then,  from  the  declaration 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  that  in  the  latter 
case  the  armed  force  of  the  Crown  ahall 
not  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
landlord  for  the  perpetration  of  what 
would  be  an  outrageous  act  of  cruelty. 
The  right  hon.  Gentieman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said  that  the 
promise  given  with  regard  to  Scotland 
was  that  the  military  should  not  be 
used  with  reference  to  evictions.  Well» 
that  had  relation  only  to  the  soldiers. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  ;SirWiLUAM  HABcorBx) :  I  did 
not  use  the  word  at  all ;  I  did  not  think 
it  the  proper  word  to  apply. 
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Mb.  SEXTON:  I  am  not  tpeddiiff 
of  thm  word,  bat  of  the  foroe,  and  witn 
regard  to  the  q«o  or  non-oto  of  it  at 
•nctiooa.  Bot  the  Croan  has  no  force 
in  Scotlaad  other  than  the  military ; 
aad,  th«*refore,  if  the  Go?emment  io 
raapect  of  Scotland  holds  out  the  hopo 
that  thaj  will  not  uao  the  military  at 
•rirtioiMv  they  hold  out  the  hope  that 
thoy  will  not  nee  the  only  force  they 
hare  at  their  ditpoaal.  On  the  other 
haftd,  the  police  aro  the  military  forco  in 
Irelaad ;  the  loldiers  hare  nothing  to 
do  with  evictiona.  When  did  anyone 
•eo  a  eoldier  at  an  eriction?  I  say 
without  fear  of  contradiction  that  if 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  in  speaking  of 
the  military^  alluded  to  the  red  coatA, 
he  made  a  promise  which  has  no  re- 
lation to  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in 
In»land  ;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Kachequer  is  right,  we  hare  no  hope 
that  the  onlr  force  which  is  used  at 
eridtotts  in  Ireland  will  be  withdrawn. 
Now,  I  hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tl«»man  the  vbief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  or 
some  other  Member  of  IU>r  Majesty's 
Goremment,  will  be  able  to  tell  us  that 
tha  Government  will  act  in  the  same 
manner  and  in  the  same  spirit  as  did 
Mr.  Thomas  Dmmmood  in  his  day ;  and 
that  these  landlords,  who  are  endea- 
Tooring  to  deprive  tenants  of  the  iotorest 
in  their  holdings  which  has  been  given 
U>  them  by  Art  of  Parliament,  shsil  not 
have  the  armed  Forces  of  the  Crown  at 
their  back.  The  equity  of  the  case  is 
clearly  on  the  side  of  the  tenant,  and 
we  claim  that  the  interral  which  will 
•lapse  between  the  Act  of  1681  and  the 
final  Aot  which  will  make  the  tenant 
owner  of  hta  farm  should  not  be  em- 
plored  by  the  Crown  to  enable  the  land- 
lords  to  do  what  we  call  both  an  in- 
•«|aitable  and  danfperous  act.  Sir,  I 
hope  that  tha  spirit  expreened  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieotenant  of  Ireland 
this  evaaing  will  ba  manif(*st  in  his  future 
•Hiott.  Irish  Members  will  watch  the 
action  of  the  Executire ;  and  I  promise 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  s  spirit 
prsraila  in  hie  dealing  with  Irish  affairs, 
the  Government  may  approach  with  con- 
fidence the  matter  which  lies  at  the  n>ot 
of  disaffection  in  Ireland. 

WILLIAM    REDMOND  ^who 
amid  criee  of  «« Dirida! ")  said :  I 


do  not  propose,  Mr.  Courtney,  to  ooonpy 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee; 
and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  so  cour* 
teously  crying  *'  Diride!**  will,  for  a 
short  space  of  time,  relapse  into  that 
silence  which  ao  much  better  becomes 
them  than  any  effort  of  speech  which 
they  could  possibly  mske  under  any  cir* 
oumstaoces,!  shall  all  the  sooner  bring  my 
remarks  to  a  termination.  I  would  not 
have  riflen  at  all  to-night  but  that  I  felt 
called  upon,  in  the  interests  of  abikiluto 
truth,  to  refute  the  statement  which  has 
been  made  in  the  Tlouse  br  the  present 
Member  for  Glasgow,  but  late  Member 
for  Qalwar  (Mr.  Mitchell  llenry).  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  it  is  not  the 
fact  that  there  is  any  considerable  num- 
ber of  tenant  farmers  in  Ireland  outside 
the  district  of  Connemara,  in  which  ho 
himself  lives,  and  outside  the  counties  of 
Donegal  and  Kerry,  unable  to  pay  the 
rents  required  of  them.  I  do  not,  for  a 
moment,  wish  to  say  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber wilfully  makes  a  mis-statement  to 
this  House ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
if  he  knew  as  much  of  the  rest  of  Ire- 
land as  he  knows  of  Connemara— if  ha 
had  trarelled  for  any  length  of  time 
lately  through  the  different  counties  of 
Ireland — he  must  know  that  in  every 
county  in  the  country  there  is  just  aa 
much  inability  to  pay  rent  as  there  is  in 
Connemara.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  the  Committee  that  in  the 
county  that  I  repn«sont  (Fermanagh) 
doaens  and  doiens  of  honest,  hard- work* 
ing  farming  people  told  me,  during  the 
late  election,  that  if  they  did  not  receive 
a  large  and  ready  reduction  of  rent — if 
the  landlord  demanded  his  pound  of  flesh 
— ^they  did  not  know  where  they  were 
to  get  the  money  from.  I  am  awara 
that  in  speaking  thus  of  the  dia- 
triot  that  I  know,  and  through  which  I 
have  travelled  a  great  deal,  I  am  only 
speaking  as  other  Members  of  the  Party 
to  which  I  belong.oould  speak,  with  equil 
truth  and  certainty,  of  the  particular  dis- 
tricts with  which  they  are  acouainted. 
I  roust  add  that  it  is  absolutely  dishonest 
and  mlMchievoua  for  an  hon.  Member, 
who  has  some  acquaintance  with  Ire- 
land, to  come  down  to  the  Ilou^e  and 
seriously  tell  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men who  have  cfime  to  the  House  fer 
the  first  time — who  have  not  heard  the 
dc*bat4^  upon  Irish  matters  in  thi^  House, 
and  who  know  little  or  nothing  of  Ire- 
land— ^that  the  iarmafa  throngnont  tha 
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whole  of  Ireland,  with  the  ezception  of 
three  districts,  are  able  to  pay  rent  with- 
out redaction.  I  believe,  Sir,  that  snoh 
statements  are  more  calculated  to  cause 
discontent  and  disturbance  than  the 
preaching  of  the  most  fierce  opposition 
to  the  payment  of  rent  that  I  or  the 
Party  to  which  I  belong  could  indulge  in. 

Mn.  MITCHELL  HENRY :  I  rise 
to  Order,  Mr.  Courtney.  The  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  has  really  no  right  to  misrepre- 
sent  what  I  said.  What  I  said  was  that 
the  tenants  of  Ireland  are  as  well  able 
to  pay  rent  as  the  tenants  of  England 
ana|  Scotland.  I  never  said  they  were 
able  to  pay  without  reduction. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  If  the 
bon.  G^entleman  bad  restrained  the 
natural  feeling  of  uneasiness  whicb  of 
course  besets  him  at  hearing  his  state- 
ment straightforwardly  refuted  by  me, 
be  would  have  found  that  in  a  minute 
or  two  I  would  have  come  to  the  very 
point  which  be  made  when  he  said  that 
the  tenants  in  Ireland  were  just  as  well 
able  to  pay  as  the  tenants  in  England  or 
in  Scotland.  Such  a  statement  as  that 
must  lead  anyone  to  believe  that  the 
hon.  Member  has  a  very  poor  idea  of 
the  general  knowledge,  if  not  the  gene- 
ral intelligence,  of  Englishmen  or  Scotch- 
men ;  because  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men who  take  the  trouble  to  inquire, 
even  in  the  slightest  degree,  as  to  the 
relative  condition  of  the  Land  Question 
in  Ireland  and  in  England  will  find  that 
the  most  elementary  difference  between 
the  Land  Question  in  Ireland  and  in 
England  rests  apon  this  fact — ^that  the 
way  in  which  tenants  in  Ireland  are  dealt 
with  by  landlords  has  always  been^ 
and,  I  believe,  unless  something  is  done, 
always  will  be— completely  and  abso- 
lutely different  to  the  way  in  which 
English  landlords  have  dealt  with  their 
tenants.  There  is  no  similarity  what- 
ever between  the  relations  of  landlord 
and  tenant  in  Ireland  and  the  relation 
of  landlord  and  tenant  in  England.  The 
system  is  similar,  and  it  is  bad;  but 
your  English  landlord  has  lived  with 
his  tenants.  He  has  inquired  into  their 
particular  case ;  he  has  spent  the  money 
which  he  has  got  from  their  earnings 
amongst  them;  and  he  is  of  the  same 
race  and  religion ;  but  in  Ireland  the 
landlords  of  whom  we  complain  most, 
and  the  landlords  who  have  done  most 
to  bring  the  Irish  Land  Question  to  its 
present  crittoal  condition,  are  men  who 
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do  not  see  their  tenants,  who  are  dif- 
ferent in  race  and  religion,  who  are 
merely  and  only  connected  with  tbeir 
tenants  through  the  medium  of  the  land 
agents,  wbo  care  nothing  about  tbeir 
tenants  or  their  families  so  long  as  their 
land  agents  send  them  regularly  the  re- 
mittances of  tbe  rack  rents,  so  that  they 
may  live  pleasantly  in  parts  of  the 
world  remote  from  the  suffering  which 
their  unfortunate  serfs  in  Ireland  have 
to  undergo.  The  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Mitchell  Henry)  did  not  tell  the  Com* 
mittee  that,  although,  as  he  said,  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch  tenants  are  not  better 
able  to  pay  their  rents  than  Irish  tenants, 
in  many  parts  of  England  and  Scotland 
landloras,  and  large  landlords,  not  too 
celebrated  for  their  humanity  or  merci- 
fulness of  disposition,  have  given  re- 
ductions of  rent  unsolicited  —  without 
waiting  for  agitation — while  in  similar 
cases,  only  more  grievous,  landlords  in 
Ireland,  even  in  the  face  of  bitter  agita- 
tion, have  not  given  reductions  of  rent. 
The  reductions  which  have  been  sparingly 
given  by  landlords  in  some  parts  of  Ire- 
land have  only  been  a  tardy  following 
of  the  example  which  was  set  to  them 
by  their  more  generous  and  more  re- 
spectable brothers,  the  English  and 
Scotch  landlords.  And  many  and  many 
an  eviction  there  would  have  been  in 
Ireland,  and  many  and  many  a  bitter 
time  there  would  have  been  for  farmers 
in  that  country,  if  a  number  of  Irish 
landlords  who  spend  their  money  in 
English  society  had  not  been,  out  of 

Sure  shame,  eompelled  to  give  some  re- 
ttctions  of  rent  to  their  tenantry,  when 
thev  found  that  the  English  landlords, 
with  whom  they  mixed  in  society,  were 
making  remissions.  Sir,  I  would  not 
have  risen  to  address  the  Committee  at 
all  had  I  not  thought  that  I  should  be 
failing  in  the  fulfilment  of  my  duty  to 
an  Irish  agricultural  constituency  if  I 
sat  quietly  by  and  heard  Englishmen 
and  Scotchmen  told  that  the  great  bulk 
of  the  farmers  of  Ireland,  in  the  face  of 
the  depression  of  trade  which  now  exists, 
are  able  to  pay  their  rente.  Day  alter 
day  I  receive  letters  from  men  who  are 
well  accredited,  whose  names  and  ad- 
dresses are  in  evidence,  complaining  of 
tbe  present  state  of  things ;  I  have  re- 
ceived dosens  of  letters  in  which  the 
complaint  is  made  that  if  something  is 
not  done  to  induce  landlords  to  make 
remissions  of  rent,  or  if  something  is  not 
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dottt  Vj  Ui«  Oormimeiit  to  preTent  otio* 
Itott,  Ui«  writora  do  not  know  how  otio- 
ttott  U  to  bo  avoided,  or  what  they  are 
|r>  do  to  eontinao  in  the  oountry,  or  what 
th^T  are  to  do  to  get  the  monej  with 
which  lo  leave  the  oountrj  if  thej  are 
«»Tietod.     We  know  that  in  Cork,  and 
limerick,  and  Wexford,  and  Garlow,  and 
Qneeo'e  Oounty,  and  in  all  the  Southern 
c^Hintiee  which  are  supposed  to  be  rich, 
th«*  farmers  cannot  pay  rent  unless  thej 
fM  rodttctiotts ;  and  knowing  this  it  is 
most  bortf  al  to  us  to  hear  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  had  some  connection  with 
Ireland  instilling  it  into  the  ears  of 
Eaglisbmen  and  Scotchmen  that  there 
are  only  a  few  comers  in  Ireland  where 
the  people  are  not  able  to  pay  their 
ri^ta.     nelieve  me.  Sir,  if  there  were 
oaly  the  few  comers  which  the  hon. 
M timber  names  whore  the  people  are 
not  able  to  par  their  rent^,  rents  would 
hare  been  patd»  and  the  agitation  would 
B-'t  have  attained  its  prespnt  dimonsions. 
It  14  simply  b<w*au4othe  peoplo  thn)ugli- 
««tit  th«»  wholfv  of  tho   country  tind   it 
di (Bruit  to  pay  rent  that  the  agitation 
has  reached  its  present  height ;  and  it  is 
•imply  brcau^e  the  people  throughout 
th«»  wliole  country,  and  not  in  three  dis- 
triH«,  are  in  distress,  that  Hot  Majesty's 
i  f ovemmeat  will  find  that  if  they  want, 
a«  I  believe  they  do,  to  restoro  peace 
and  tranqoillity   in  Ireland,    they  will 
have,  sooner  or  later,  eith<«r  to  put  re- 
•trirtioos  upon  the  acti<m  of  the  land- 
lord* in    lrf«land,   or    eUo  to   give   to 
Ireland  that  g«ivt*roment  of  itself,  which 
will  of  its  own  accord,  and  as  one  of  its 
tireC  actions,  take  good  care  that  tbo 
|»^opte  of  In»land  are  not  compelled  to 
pay  rack  rents.     All  I  have  to  sav,  in 
ronrlosioa,  is  that  I  am  surprised  and 
grieved  that  a  fmdingof  shame  at  having 
been  thrust  out  of  the  representation 
of  an  Inth  constituency  should  have  in- 
duced the  hon.  Mf»mt>er  (Mr.  Mttch(»ll 
Ileonr  ,  who  now  repn^sents  a  Sr-itch 
ctmetitoeocy,  to  misrepresent  and  slander 
and  malign  the  Irish  people,  the  great 
ain  of  aome  of  whom  was,  no  doubt,  in 
th#  mind  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
tboy  refused  to  aoeepi  his  service*  any 
longer. 

Ila.  ARTnrU  trruNNoU:  I  am 
not,  Sir,  so  old  a  Parliamontary  hand 
a«  some  others ;  but  I  am  a  ftu(iici«»ntly 
old  Pariiamantary  hand  not  to  occupy 
the  Committee  very  long  at  this  hour 
of  tha  BighL    I  should  not  have  von* 
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tured   to  rise  at  all,  but  would  have 
been  content  to  leave  matters  as  they 
have  been  loft  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  I)il]on\  who  spoke  the 
sentiments  of  us  all,  and  spoke  them 
well,  if  it  had  not  been  that  the  hon. 
Member    for    Glasgow    (Mr.    Mitchell 
Henry)  challenged  us  to  stick  to  factn. 
He  proceeded  himself  to  give  us  a  state- 
ment marked  with  such  inaccuracy  that 
I  do  not  think  it  ia  necessary  to  follow 
him  in  detail.     The  few  facts  which  I 
wish  to  lay  before  the  Committee  will 
show  the  real  nature  of  the  charge  now 
placed  on  the  Estimates,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  district  where  the  money 
is  being  spent.     The  district  of  Owee- 
dore  is  45,000  acres  in  extent,  and  there 
are  eight  landlords.     On  Captain  Hill's 
estate,  where  there  are  800  tenants,  the 
Land  Courts,  in  such  cases  as  could  bo 
sustained,  gave  a  reduction  of  30  per 
ci>T\t,    The  number  of  ejectment  notices 
served  on  that  one  estate  in  the  last  four 
years  have  ranged  from  83  to  100  an- 
nually,  and  there  are  now  a  large  number 
of  evictions  pending.     Mr.  Nixon,  who 
has  100  tenants,  also  had  hia  rents  re- 
duced in  the  Land  Courts  30  per  cent. 
He   has   aerved  ejectment  nottcea   an- 
nually, and  the  number  of  evictions  now 
p(>nding  is  20.     On  the  Karl  of  licitrim's 
estate  there  is  at  present  no  eviction 
pending.  There  are,  however,  1 1  tenants, 
and  eterr  one  of  those  men  was  evicted 
by  the  fate  Earl.     On  another  estate, 
where  there  are  90  families,  there  are 
21  evictions  now  pending.     Such  is  the 
district  in  which  the  police  have  been 
sent  lo  collect  the  seed  rate^lOO  police 
sent    to  enforce   44    warrants    for    an 
amount    not     exceeding     £25.      They 
marched  into  the  district,  where  thero 
was  no    outrage,    no    disturbance,   no 
gathering  even  of  the  population.     Thay 
marched  from  house  to  house — many 
houses  they  visited  two  and  three  times— > 
and  with  this  result— that  in  one  caso 
the  money  was  paid,  because  there  was 
cash  upon  the  premises,  the  unfortunate 
t4>nants  having  just  sold  a  bullock  for 
30ff.;    and  that   in  another  case  they 
s«*ized  a  stone  of  c  ats  and  several  other 
things  to  realize  the  sum  of  Gt.  9^.;  and 
alt<<gfther  there  was  obtaiiK^d   in  the 
wholo  district,  by  the  aid  of  a  week's 
exertions  of  100  policemen,  something 
between  £2  5«.  and  £2  9«. ;  and,  I  pre- 
sume, the  expedition  will  not  cost  much 
under  £200.    This  is  bat  tho  paouniary 
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aspect  of  the  case ;  but  I  wish  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  Committee  the 
▼erj  serious  effect  which  this  state  of 
things  is  producing  in  a  direction  which 
they  would  not  at  first  suspect.  I  have 
receiyed  from  one  district  a  letter  which 
tells  me  that  the  police  had  visited  the 
house  of  a  man  named  Peter  Bogers, 
who  was  very  severely  dealt  with,  every- 
thing in  his  small  holding,  including 
potatoes,  tubs,  and  dresser,  and  such 
things,  being  seized.  Subsequently,  word 
was  sent  to  the  man  to  come  to  the 
barracks  and  try  to  arrange  to  get 
his  things  back.  Poor  Bogers  could  not 
possibly  raise  any  money,  yet  he  went 
to  the  barracks ;  and  the  Constabulary, 
taking  compassion  on  the  poor  fellow, 
at  once  raised  amongst  themselves  the 
amount  of  the  warrant — 14«.  Bogers 
thus  got  back  his  potatoes,  about  eight 
cwt.,  and  his  small  household  utensils, 
and  went  away  happy.  If  the  Com- 
mittee cannot  see  the  significance  of  this 
circumstance  they  have  less  intelligence 
than  I  imagine  them  to  have.  You 
send  200  policemen  into  this  quiet  and 
poor  district  to  seise  all  the  worldly 
goods  of  the  most  wretched  of  the  popu- 
lation ;  when  they  have  seized  the 
goods  they  secretly  send  word  to  one  of 
the  very  men  against  whom  they  were 
sent  to  come  to  the  barracks,  and  them- 
selves give  him,  out  of  their  own  pockets, 
sufficient  money  to  redeem  the  poor 
chattels  they  were  obliged  to  seize.  No 
wonder  there  are  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  the  men  now  in  the  Police  Force 
who  are  revolting  in  their  hearts  against 
the  detestable  work  you,  in  the  name  of 
law  and  order,  do.  I  assure  the  Com- 
mittee they  are  doing  a  work  of  which 
they  have  little  suspicion  when  they 
send  Constabulary  on  such  business  as 
that  which  has  lately  been  done  in  the 
district  of  Gweedore. 

Ma.  LANE :  I  do  not  intend  to  in- 
trude myself  very  long  upon  the  Com- 
mittee; but  I  do  not  think  the  Irish 
Members  can  consent  to  this  Vote  being 
taken  without  the  right  hon.  Oontleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morloy)  replying  in  some  way  to 
the  point  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  made  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  in  answer  to  the 
observationB  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon), 
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that  the  Government  would  take  care  to 
discriminate  between  the  cases  in  which 
they  would  employ  a  military  force  in 
connection  with  evictions  and  the  cases 
in  which  they  would  not  employ  such  a 
force.  I  am  quite  sure  I  express  the 
opinion  of  all  my  hon.  Friends  and  Col- 
leagues on  these  Benches  when  I  say  I 
do  not  myself  believe  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intended  any  deliberate  re- 
servation in  using  the  word  *'  military  " 
in  contradistinction  to  the  word  '^Con- 
stabulary;'' but  the  Committee  are 
aware  that  we  are  not  considering  in 
this  Vote  any  question  in  connection 
with  the  Military  Establishment  of  Ire- 
land. We  are  dealing  solely  with  the 
Constabulary;  and,  therefore,  I  think 
that  as  it  is  usually  the  Constabulary 
who  are  employed  by  the  Crown  to  assist 
in  evictions,  we  may  reasonably  expect 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  saj 
whether  he  intended  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  will  grant  the  use  of  the  Consta- 
bulary on  the  occasion  of  every  eviction, 
and  the  use  of  the  military  only  upon 
certain  occasions.  The  matter  is  so  im- 
portant that  it  is  absolutely  necessazy 
there  should  be  no  room  for  doubt  as  to 
what  forces  of  the  Crown  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  permit  to  be  used  in 
carrying  ont  evictions  in  Ireland.  I  am 
myself  of  opinion  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  remains  in  Office  ho  will 
honourably  carry  out  the  idea  which 
prompted  him  to  make  his  statement ; 
but  the  occupant  of  the  Office  of  Chief 
Secretary  changes  so  very  frequently 
that  I  think  it  would  be  very  useful,  as 
a  g^ido  to  the  future,  that  the  words 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  used 
this  evening  in  his  official  capacity  should 
not  be  open  to  any  doubt  whatever. 
Without  any  intention  whatever  of  op- 
posing the  Vote,  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  cannot  see  his  way  to 
make  it  more  clear  to  the  Members  on 
these  Benches  and  to  the  Irish  people 
whether  he  had  in  his  mind  any  reser- 
vation as  to  the  use  of  the  military  and 
the  Irish  Constabulary  in  the  work  of 
eviction  ? 

Original  Question  put,  and  fr§$i  U, 

Besolutions    to    be    reported    upon 
Monday  next. 

Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Mpndsg 
next. 
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THEATRES,  ke.  (VETROPOLIS)  BJLU 

{Mr,  Ehsm^HmriUmd,  Mr.  Mag/mrUmg.) 

[bill  69.]      nOOlTD  EEADIRO. 

Ord«r  for  Second  Koading  road. 

Ma.  DIXON-HABTLAN  D :  I  beg  to 
flBOTO  the  aeoond  reading  of  tkia  Bill.  I 
kavo,  on  more  than  one  occaaion,  pointed 
out  the  danger  that  ezista  in  the  Metro* 
polia  from  the  state  of  the  theatres  at 
the  prc^seot  time.  I  hare  mentioned, 
also,  the  Tarious  conflicting  jurisdic- 
ti'ins  that  exist  in  regard  to  theatres. 
Thero  are  no  less  thsn  six  different 
antKonttes  who  have  jurisdiction  orer 
places  of  amusement  in  the  Metropolis. 
At  the  present  moment  there  are  no  less 
than  472  plaoee  of  amusement  in  London ; 
and  these  are  attended  nightly  bj  about 
.'«i>0,0O<i,  or  an  average  of  1,600,000 
during  the  week.  A  great  numbi^r  of 
th«»«a  Mekers  sfter  pleasure  go  there 
w  ithout  the  slightest  idea  of  tho  danger 
tn  which  they  are  ex|K)eed.  The  want 
(tf  exits  is  a  notorious  fact  in  regard  to 
t)  ese  places.  I  appeal  to  anyone  in  this 
House  to  say  whether  they  get  out  of 
any  theatre  in  London  under  10  or  V2 
miantss ;  and  in  the  case  of  a  panic  tho 
bl«i€k  would  be  so  great  that  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  getting  out 
at  all.  The  danger  from  panic  in  these 
plaoas  is  rery  great  also ;  and  it  is  one 
that  ought  to  be  seen  to.  The  Home 
Secretary  opposed  the  Bill  the  last  time  it 
was  brought  forward  because  the  Metro- 
Board  of  Works  had  sufficient 

;  but  the  Metropolitan  IkMird 
of  Works  have  themselves  brought  for- 
ward a  Bill  now,  showing  that  they 
have  not  suffieient  authority.  I  contend 
that  the  control  of  the  theatres  should 
be  plaeed  under  a  Ontral  Authority, 
and  that  that  authority  should  be  the 
Hooie  Secretary.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  Metn>p<>litsn  Board  of  Works 
was  not  the  p^per  authority.  1  re- 
ceived a  letter  to-day  from  a  manager  of 
one  of  the  largo  theatres  in  London. 
t«41ing  me  of  an  application  which  had 
been  made  to  him  for  a  free  admiwson 
to  a  box  from  a  mamlH*r  of  the  Metro- 
tKilitaa  Board  of  Works.  On  his  re- 
fasing  to  comply  with  the  reqtie«t,  tho 

wrote  liark  and  a*ke<l  tht« 
whether  he  knew  that  he  wa«  a 
iber  of  the  Metniooliun  Board  of 
Wocka»  and  that  hia  tneatra  would  bo 
locked  after  if  tha  order  were  not  sent. 


The  Metropolitan  Board  is  certainly  not 
the  proper  suthority.  One  of  the  curious 
anomalies  of  the  conflict  of  iurisdiclion, 
again,  is  that  on  Ash  Wi«doeeday,  al« 
though  the  theatres  are  all  closed  on  the 
Middlesex  side  of  the  water,  they  are 
all  allowed  to  be  open  on  the  Surrey 
side.  This  Bill  is  based  upon  the  recom* 
mendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
1866,  and  on  the  Reports  of  Captain 
Shaw.  At  this  late  hour  I  will  not  go 
further,  but  will  ask  for  the  second  read* 
ing  to-night,  as  Amendments  can  bo 
introduced  in  Committee. 

Ma.  T.  H.  BOLTON  :  I  beg  to  second 
the  Motion  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  There  is  a  very  strong  opinion 
among  the  theatrical  mansffers  of  the 
Metropolis  in  favour  of  the  ifome  Secre- 
tary becoming  the  chief  authority  in 
dealing  with  the  Metropolitan  theatrea 
rather  than  the  Metrop«>litan  Board  of 
Works,  if  the  control  is  to  be  taken 
from  those  who  at  present  possess 
the  authority.  I  could  give  some 
very  conclusive  reasons  —  soma  very 
strong  and  striking  facts— to  show  the 
desirability  of  the  adoption  of  this 
course ;  but  1  am  anxious  not  to  detain 
tho  Houffo  at  this  late  hour.  I  support 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member,  however,  on 
the  understanding  that  after  going  into 
Committee  it  will  be  put  into  a  more  prac- 
tical shape  as  to  its  details  than  it  is  at 
the  present  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Queation  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second 

Tnv  SECRETABT  to  tbv  TBEA- 

SrUY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  :  IVacUcaUy 

the  same  Bill  as  the  one  now  before  the 

House  was  opposed  last  year  by  the 

Home  Secretary,  on  the  ground  that  the 

Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  have  full 

authority  in  this  matter,  and  that  the 

responsibility  ought  to  rest  upon  those 

who  are  responsible  for  the  government 

of  London.     It  was  said  that  the  Board 

has  not  such  full  authority ;  but,  however 

that  ia,  the  hon.  Member  was  right  in 

Haying  that  the  Metropolitan  Bosird  has 

introduced  a  Bill  this  Session  dealing 

with   all  the  matters  to  which  he  has 

j  alluded.    By  plaring  the  theatres  under 

'  the  control  of  the  Home  S4.<cretary  we 

I  should  be  saddling  tho  Imperial  funds 

'  with  expenssa  which  ought  to  be  homo 

'  by  the  ratepayars  of  London.    Wliy 

should  the  taxpaysfs   of  the  eenatijr 
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--of  Edinburgli  and  Glasgow,  for  in- 
stance—be called  upon  to  provide  for 
the  inspection  of  the  theatres  in  Lon- 
don? The  Home  Secretary  and  the 
Ohairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  are  absent  from  the  House  ; 
and  in  their  absence  I  would  suggest 
that  the  best  course  to  take  is  to  ad- 
journ this  discussion  to  the  same  day  on 
which  the  Bill  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
will  come  on,  and  then  we  can  hear  what 
the  Home  Secretary  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Metropolitan  Board  have  to  say 
on  behalf  of  their  respective  Depart- 
ments. I  beg  to  move  that  the  debato 
be  now  adjourned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
—{Mr.  IT.  H.  Fowler.) 

Mb.  DIXON-HABTLAND  :  Can  the 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  any  faci- 
lities will  be  given  by  the  (}ovemment 
for  bringing  on  this  Bill  when  the  other 
measure  comes  up  for  second  reading  ? 
I  am  told  that  the  other  Bill  is  so  hope- 
lessly placed  on  the  list  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  it  to  come  on  on  the  day  it  is 
down  for.  In  the  meantime,  disastrous 
fires  at  our  theatres  may  take  place. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Debato  adjourned  till  Wedneeday  17th 
March. 

MOTION. 


MB.  0CTAVITJ8  VAUGHAN  MORGAN. 

MOnOH  FOB  A   8ELBCT  COMlflTTEE. 

Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK :  I  beg  to 
move — 

•<  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Select  Comxnittee 
of  Seven  Member*  to  ooneider  whether  'Hit, 
OctaTioa  Vaaghan  Morgan  ie  dieqnalified  from 
nttiDg  and  voting  as  a  Member  of  this  Houae, 
under  the  Statute  22  Georxe  8»  e.  46,  and  to 
report  their  opinion  thereon?' 

At  the  last  General  Election  Mr.  Morgan 
was  returned  for  Battonea  by  a  majority 
of  713  over  the  Oonaervative  oandidato 
(Mr.  J.  £•  Cooke).  Mr.  Morgan  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Morgan  Orueible 
Company — a  private  firm  which  holds 
oontraota  with  various  Government  De- 
partments. Having  regard  to  the  pro- 
visions of  22  Geo.  III.  0.  45,  however, 
Mr.  Morgan  entered  into  a  ^d>S^tf  agree- 
ment, before  his  nomination,  with  his 
partnen  whereby  he  ceased  to  have  any 
interest  in  each  oontmcte*     After  If  r. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Fowler 


Morgan  had  taken  the  Oaths,  a  Member 
of  the  House  informed  him  of  a  oontom- 
plated  movement  to  question  the  legality 
of  his  election,  upon  the  ground  of  hie 
being  a  Gt>vemment  contractor.  He 
also  received  the  following  letter  froja 
the  Battersea  Central  Conservative  Begis- 
tration  Association : — 

**  Dear  Sir,— I  feel  that  I  ehonld  thni  acquaint 
yon  that  we  are  in  poesevion  of  the  fact  that, 
on  the  27th  Noyember  lost,  the  day  you  were 
declared  the  elected  Member  for  thia  borough, 
you  were  legally  incapacitated  from  being 
elected  a  Member  of  Parliament,  in  consequence 
of  your  firm  bein^  Oovernment  contractors. 
In  givinff  you  thu  intimation,  I  am  only 
actuated  by  a  desire  that  the  neoesstry  steps 
should  be  taken,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
to  remedy  Uiis  unfortunate  state  of  affairs,  both 
pleasantly  and  without  resort  to  those  legal 
remedies  which  are  duly  provided  for  by  law, 
and  which  I  have  reason  to  beUeve  will  be 
resorted  to  if  necessary. 

*<  Yours  faithfully, 

*<  Chab.  Wm.  Huxslow.** 

No  Petition  was  lodged,  however,  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  Statute,  or 
at  any  other  time,  complaining  of  Mr. 
Morgan's  return ;  but  having  regard  to 
the  very  penal  nature  of  the  Htatute 
22  Geo.  in.,  and  the  intimation  that 
proceedings  would  be  taken  against  him 
if  he  sat  and  voted  in  the  Bouse,  he 
sought  legal  advice,  and  was  advised 
that,  as  the  threatened  proceedings 
affected  his  privileges  as  a  Member  of 
the  House,  he  should  follow  the  prece- 
dent adopted  in  Sir  Sydney  Waterlow's 
case  in  1869,  and  ask  for  an  inquiry  by 
a  Select  Oommittee  as  to  whether  he 
was  or  was  not  a  Oovemment  contractor 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  I 
have  mentioned  at  the  time  of  his  elec- 
tion. The  course  pursued  in  Sir  Sjrdaey 
Waterlow's  case  will  be  found  reported 
on  page  190  of  Baneard^e  FarliawteiUarp 
DehaUe,  Third  Series,  vol.  194,  33  VtH. 
It  may  be  mentioned,  also,  that  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Somes,  the  large  shipowner* 
who  was  returned  for  ^rtmouth  in 
the  year  1844,  and  who  held  Oovemment 
contracts  previous  to  his  election,  but 
who,  previous  to  his  nomination,  tnna- 
ferred  all  his  interest  in  his  business  to 
his  nephews,  a  Petition  was  presented 
against  his  return,  questioning  the  honm 
fidee  of  the  proceedings  between  himsdf 
and  his  nephews;  and,  although  the 
transfer  was  not  quite  completeid,  the 
Committee  held  that  he  was  duly  eleeledy 
as  he  had  oeased  to  have  any  interest  in 
the  contraota  before  his  eleotien.    The 
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>  of  Baron  Rothtohild  And  other 
r««M  aro  referred  to  in  the  debate  on 
th#  Watcrlow  oaee.  This  morning  Mr. 
Morgan    reeeiTod    another    letter,   as 


*'  IWtt«rMa  (!«tfml  CotiMrr«tiT«  Rogiftniton 

AMOcUtion. 

**TW«r  8ir.~I  %m  inctractMl  by  the  Eiecu* 

tiT*  ol  tht*  AiaociaticHi  to  forward  yoa  a  copy 

f  •  ra»ktuti4io  pMwd  by  them  at  their  iiie«'ting 

\9jA  eTentnir,  and  I  tnut  you  will  give  it  your 

•rviooe  cooMdcfatloo. 

•«  Toort  faiUkhilly, 

"  Cma*.  W.  Mc!«i»tow.*' 

The  reeolation  indoeed  in  this  letter  is 
mm  foUowe: — 

**  That  BattrriMi  b^iog  at  this  moment  prac* 
U-  ally  airrpfaai*titi^  in  the  ilonae  of  (Vimmonii, 
this  mMrtiog  rofprctfully  a*ka  Mr.  Morgan  to 
ifBm««liatrly  ^X  his  pM^iUon  dcfiniHl.  and,  in  the 
sotrrrti  of  the  constiluoncy,  either  tiUce  hie 
»rat  or  get  hit  teat  vaoated.'*' 

Mr.  Morgan  it  himself  anxious  to  adopt 
this  sug«(oMiaD,  and  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  I  shall  hare  the  sup|)«>rt  of  hon. 
M«*mb«*ni  to  the  Besolation  of  which  I 
hare  giren  Notice. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  it  b4>  rrf<*mxl  to  a  S4>Wt  (%>mmiUi^ 
« f  Hr Tfo  M<*mUTi  to  roneidcr  whothor  Mr. 
iKtiiitts  VaoKhaa  Murtran  i«  diMualifif*d  from 
•ittiog  and  riAtng  ae  a  ^It^mtxir  of  this  Htmie, 
«Bilrr  th«>  HUtute  21  Itcorire  3.  c.  15,  and  to 
r>|t>«t    their    opinioQ    thenxm.'* — 'Str    J^km 


Motion  sfTHd  U, 

WAL  UIXEH   KILL. 

i^  MrHKiQ  of  Sir  KirUrd  (Voie,  Hill  to 
aasrod  -  Thr  ('oat  Minre  U'lpjUtion  Act.  l^Ti," 
tr4ewt4  to  be  hrmtfht  tn  bv  Sir  Kuhard  Cruas, 
Mr   St«art>W(irtlrv.  and  Mr.  Korwi^^l. 

WtXifrtmrntid,  and  nad  the  flnA  timr.  [Hill  9i».] 

OLEBE   UOriM   aiLL. 

f»n  Molioii  of  Sir  RJrhard  Croae.  Dill  to 
fertltiala  the  a!<*  of  <«!t  Ik*  l^Afiile,  pr44Ttd  to  bi> 
br«Micht  ia  bT  Sir  Kt'  hard  Crtioi,  Sir  Uit  hard 
W«ljsifr,  and  Mr.  Or«*tf.  rv. 

MXyrtmrntid,  and  n  a  J  tK<»  first  Ume.  [ItiU  U ).; 

<x»rruou>  Asn>  rr4T«)]f.iRT  Tgyuax 

BUX. 

<hi  Motion  of  Mr.  B«ni«t«-r  FlMrhrr.  Dill  U* 

»vtde    fi>r  the   tt-arffal    Kn f ranch i »- m«  nt  of 

ol  (*<tpyh«-l.l    and    ('ustomery    T«*narr. 

•fdt^td    to   b*-    truught  in    by    Mr.    lUnutcr 

VlMi^h€t.  Mr.  C.  M.  Wermingloa,  and  Mr.  H. 

U  W   Uwaon 

Bill ^TfiMiM  aad  r«4  tha  first  time.  [Dill  91.; 


ooMMos  ^raiM  agnrxiuuTiox  biix. 

On  Motioa  el  Mr.  CYumpioa,  BUI  to  pto 
Um  Iha uminiiitiuB  aad pajiiasnt  of  ex 


of  Common  Juries  at  the  Assi/ei  and  Quarter 
Sessions,   or^rtd   to  be    brought    in  br   Mr. 
(Vompton,  Mr.  Ixtckwood.  Mr.  Rngena  Waaon, 
Sir  John  Swinburne,  and  !^lr.  Johns. 
Dilli»rr4#N/#if,  and  road  the  first  Ume.  [DiU  95.] 

QROUKD    OAXB    ACT    (1B80)    AXBHDXKVT 

BIIX. 

C>n  Motion  of  Mr.  Crompton,  Bill  to  amend 
and  extend  the  provisions  of  **  The  Ground 
(tame  Art,  IHHO,**  ordtrtd  to  bo  brought  in  by 
Mr.  (^romnton,  Mr.  A.  B.  Winterbotham,  Mr. 
Kuio'ne  Wason,  and  Mr.  (*hanning. 

UiMpriBtnttd,  and  road  the  first  Ume.  [Bill  M.] 

RAILWAY   RBOVLATIOV  BIIX. 

On  ^lotion  of  Mr.  Channing,  Dill  to  maks 
further  prorision  for  the  safe  working  of  Rail* 
ways,  vrdfrtH  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Channing, 
Mr.  Joe<>ph  Leicester,  Mr.  John  Wilaon  (Dur* 
ham),  Mr.  C.  8.  Parker,  ^Ir.  Jaooby,  ana  Mr. 
Lawson. 

fi\iXprf$$nUd,  and  resd  the  firrt  time.  [BiU  07.] 

XDUCATIOir  (sCOlXAlfD)   (SCHOOL  FSES) 

BILL. 

On  Blotion  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  Bill  to  amend 
the  provisions  of  the  K duration  (S<*otland)  Arts 
mlatini^  to  the  payment  of  school  fees  for  chil- 
drvn  of  poor  parents,  ^rdtrtd  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Suth<?rlaod,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell.  Mr. 
FinUyson.  Dr.  Fantuharson,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
and  Mr.  Xn<<l. 

Bill  prt9€nt4d,  and  read  the  first  time.  [ Bill  08.] 

OUMIfOVS  AND  IircLOflUllB  ACTS  AMKHD- 

ME.tT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Walter  Jam«Ni.  Bill  to 
amend  the  (^ommona  aad  Inclosura  Acta, 
ordfrtd  to  be  brooi^ht  in  by  Mr.  Walter  Jam^^s, 
Mr.  Story*Maakidyne,   Mr. 

Cobb. 


Joicey,  aad  Mr. 


BiU  prttnUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  99.] 


rARUAMEKTAJtT 


▼0TE18    (RS0ISTEATI05) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Julian  Ooldsmid,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  with  rrvmrd  to  the  Ke^istration 
of  lodicvfa :  to  rrdure  the  period  of  <>ccopation 
nrc(«<«\ry  to  qu«lify  fnr  ac(*r«i  to  the  minster 
fr(»m  twHve  months  to  one  ;  to  remove  the  dis- 
f)Ui!itiritioa  nndi  r  whi'b  th<«  police  labour; 
nnd  to  ■tmplify  the  K<'in«tniti<m  of  rarliAmen* 
tArr  Vot«n,  wd^rtd  to  be  bn>uf(ht  in  bv  Sir 
Jali%a  OoI'Umid,  Mr.  Labuuchcrr,  Mr.  Itobeon, 
An<i  Mr.  M*Iver. 
hi]Xprtmmt$d,  aad  read  tha  first  time.[BilI  10i».] 

PBIKTIiro. 

0>  Jtred,  That  a  S«  )f  ct  ( V>nimittec  W  apttointed 
\ii  ftMut  Mr.  Speaker  in  all  milters  «hu  h  rvUto 

J  t(»  tl.«  l*rinting  rxccuttd  by  Order  of  thi«  lliiu«c. 

'  and  fi'r  the  porptiee  of  stl«t  tmu  and  arr«nfring 
f'*r  ]*riatuig  Kttumt  and  Tepm  prr«mttdtii 

iiurvusntr  of  M«  ti^ns  made  by  M«mbers  of  this 
lcmw>>  ih4*  Committc<«  was  »(<  ttrdinitly  n«»* 
OMsatad  of  Sir  JoAsra  Psasr,  Hr.  Wiluaii 
L.  JataK/31,  Mr.  SrAa«i aiA  Mr.  tUiMSS>  Mr. 
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Whitbread,  Sir  Gkoboe  Russell,  Mr.  Ramsat, 
Mr.  Parnell,  Colonel  ToTTEyHAMi  Mr.  Sexton, 
Rnd  Mr.  Henrt  H.  Fowler. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. — {Mr. 
Henry  J7.  Fowler,) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
Two  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE     OF     LOEDS, 
Monday^  22nd  February^  1886. 


Several  Lords — Took  the  Oath. 

MINUTES.]— Select    Committee  —  Standing 

Orders,  The  Lord  Kintore,  added. 
Public   Bills  —  First   Reading  —  Freshwater 

Fisheries  (Eels)*  (16). 
Second  Reading — Marriages  Validity*  (11). 

METROPOLIS— THE  RECENT  RIOTS. 

QUESTION. 

The  Earl  of  LIMERICK  asked  the 
noble  Lord  who  represented  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  Heport  of  the 
Oommittee  which  had  been  conducting 
an  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  police  in  the  recent  riots  was  likely 
to  be  presented  that  day,  and  whether  it 
was  in  print  ? 

Lord  THURLOW  :  I  have  to  in- 
form the  noble  Earl  that  the  Home  Se- 
cretary expects  to  be  able  to  lay  the  Re- 
port of  his  Committee  on  the  recent  riots 
before  the  House  of  Commons  this  even- 
ing ;  but  it  will  not  be  printed  for  a  day 
or  two.  The  Home  Secretary,  however, 
hopes  that  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
not  later  than  Wednesday  morning 
next. 

ALLOTMENTS. 
MOTIOK  FOR  A  RETURN. 

The  Earl  of  ONSLOW,  in  rising  to 
moye  for — 

*<  Return  (1.)  of  all  agricoltaral  holdings  in 
England  and  Wales,  both  of  arable  and  pasture 
land,  occupied  as  sJlotments  or  field  gardens, 
of  one- eighth  of  an  acre  and  not  exceeding 
four  acres ;  (2.)  of  all  garden  allotments  exceed- 
ing one-eighth  of  an  acre  attached  to  cottages ; 
(3.)  of  all  charitable  trusts  in  England  and 
Wales  the  trustees  of  which  are  trustees  within 
the  meaning  of  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  of 
the  Allotments  Extension  Act,  1882," 

said,  that  he  had  noticed  that  in  a  speech 
delivered  at  Hull  during  the  heat  of  the 


General  Election  by  the  President  of  the 
Local  Qovernment  Board  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  many  of  the  great 
landlords  of  England  had  occupied  tjb.em- 
selves  in  driving  the  labourers  off  their 
estates.  When  he  read  that  statement, 
he  almost,  like  the  Pharisee  of  old, 
thanked  God  that  he  was  not  as  other 
men  were,  or  even  as  those  landlords; 
and  he  supposed  that  most  of  their  Lord- 
ships must  have  shared  that  feeling. 
He  had  thereupon  turned  his  attention 
to  a  search  of  those  documents  to 
which  their  Lordships  looked  for  in- 
formation on  all  subjects  of  a  nature 
likely  to  be  dealt  with  by  Parliament, 
and  he  had  hoped  to  find  in  the  Agricul- 
tural Reports  statistics  showins^  what 
was  the  state  of  allotments  m  this 
country ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
there  were  absolutely  no  Returns  what- 
ever dealing  with  that  question  for  the 
last  13  years — since  1873.  In  1870  a 
commencement  was  made  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  in  that  year  there  were 
102,342  holdings  under  five  acres.  There 
was  no  Return  for  1871  ;  but  in  1872  the 
total  number  of  holdings  of  from  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  to  one  acre,  and  from 
one  acre  to  five  acres,  was  160,570,  of 
which  49,652  were  held  by  labourers. 
In  1873  the  information  went  further, 
giving  a  Return  of  the  allotments  de- 
tached from  the  houses  and  cottages  of 
labourers;  that  was  to  say,  all  those 
which  did  not  include  the  best  form  of 
allotments — namely,  cottage  gardens. 
They  found  that  even  then  there  were  as 
many  as  242,500  allotments  in  England. 
If  they  added  to  that  the  number  of 
small  holdings  of  five  acres  and  under 
which  might,  when  consisting  of  pasture 
land,  be  described  as  allotments,  the 
grand  total  was  no  less  than  353,000. 
In  that  year  there  were  765,000  agri- 
cultural labourers  —  that  was  to  say, 
there  was  very  nearly  one  allotment  or 
small  holding  for  every  two  labourtrs. 
Since  the  Commons  Act  of  1876  was 
passed,  22,430  acres  had  been  inclosed , 
and  a  portion  set  out  in  allotments. 
Under  Clause  28  of  that  Act  managers 
were  to  report  every  three  or  five  years ; 
but  the  Commissioners  said  there  was 
no  power  to  enforce  that  being  done.  In 
1873,  in  24  counties  there  were  122,000 
allotments,  and  they  ranged  on  an  ave- 
rage from  one-eighth  to  a  quarter  of 
an  acre,  while,  in  18  counties,  120,000 
allotments  averaged  a  quarter  to  half- 
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•Q-ftrre.  It  wm,  ho  thonj^ht,  only  right 
that  they  should  ask  tho  OovcniiBont 
t  >  gire  th^m  taformation  which  waa 
lUiire  r«c<*nt  than  the  year  1873.  Thcro 
vaA  r«aion  to  suppose  that  tho  supply  of 
allotmonta  was  every  day  coming  nearer 
to  tho  demand,  hecause  tho  agricultural 
p>pu1ation  was  anything  but  incroaHlng 
lo  tho  rural  districts.  In  tho  docade 
between  1871  and  1681  our  agricultural 
population  decrea«€Ml  by  16*9  per  cent, 
naring  in  the  previous  decade  aecreaHod 
17*6  per  cent,  while  the  number  of  allot- 
inont^  was  incr««asing.  There  was  hardly 
AST  matter  on  which  thore  existed  1<*hs 
information  and  more  exaggeration  than 
the  subjiH't  of  the  land  of  this  country. 
The  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Derby) 
noTod  in  that  Ilouse  for  a  Ketum  of  the 
owners  of  land,  obsenring  that  it  had 
been  statin]  that  tho  owners  of  Isnd  in 
England  and  Wales  were  only  30,000  in 
number.  In  order  to  atM-ertain  whether 
that  was  the  case,  the  noble  Earl  moved 
for  a  R«»tum  which,  when  produced, 
proved  that  instead  of  there  being  only 
30,000  owners  in  this  oountry,  there 
wrre,  aft4*r  correction  for  the  holdings 
of  tho  same  per^>ns  in  several  counties, 
no  le«s  than  !*67,0<K)  owners,  of  whom 
700,000  owne<l  Um  than  one  acrn.  The 
inquiries  of  the  Land  and  Globe  Owni*rA* 
AsMM  iation,  for  tho  voluntary  extension 
of  the  allotments  system,  which  were 
not  exhan^tire,  showed  thst  tho  owners 
of  J,3->o,000  acres  had  in  force  on  th«*ir 
estates  tho  system  of  allotinonts,  and 
were  prepan^l  in  extend  it  Vy  all  tho 
labourers  on  their  estates ;  besides  that, 
tho  .IssfK'iation  had  tho  support  of  tho 
own««rs  of  25.fM»0  acres  of  glebe  land, 
and  the  system  was  also  in  operation 
on  th«  e«tat4's  of  tho  own<*pi  of  a  further 
500.WX)  acres.  Thus,  very  widespread 
voluntary  efforts  were  goiiif^  on  all  ovi«r 
tho  eouotry  to  provi«lo  labourers  with 
allotments;  and  no  tni*tH<l  that  no  steps 
would  bo  taken  by  ParUauiont  which 
would  throw  any  ob^tarlo  or  chiH^k  in 
tha  way  of  that  moot  salutary  system. 
He  was  willing  to  give  tho  Pn^sidfnt 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Ix>cal  Gi>vem- 
ment  Board  oro<lit  for  having  drawn  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  quettiun,  although 
thoir  startling  pn>|K>sals  in  n^ferenre  to 
it  had  nvoured  somewhat  of  public 
plundor.  Ho  hoiM^l,  however,  that 
thMr  Lordships  would  not  deal  with  tho 
•ttbjoct  until  they  wore  potsi'esed  of  all 
tho  CMli  oooaactod  witn  tho  caso.    If 


they  were  to  legislate  in  a  compulsory 
manner  it  was  possible  that  many  of 
those  who  would  otherwise  speedily 
obtain  allotmenta  by  voluntary  agency 
might  have  to  wait  one  or  two  years 
before  tho  local  authority  in  a  dis- 
trict would  put  tho  machinery  of  that 
compulsory  system  in  operation.  An 
Act  was  passed  in  1882  to  provide  allot- 
monts,  tho  main  principle  of  which  was 
that  every  charity  which  owned  land 
the  profits  of  which  wore  distributed  in 
doles  should  bo  required  to  let  allot- 
ments. But  the  great  majority  of  tho 
trustees  of  chsrity  land  were  unawaro 
of  tho  existence  of  that  Act;  and  he  did 
not  see  how  they  could  be  expected  to 
put  it  into  operation  unless  thoir  at- 
tention was  called  to  it.  He  knew  of 
no  means  bv  which  that  could  bo  done 

•  

except  by  calling  upon  tho  Charity  Com- 
missioners for  such  Ketums  as  ho  moved 
for,  giving  tho  names  of  all  those  cha- 
rities which  came  under  the  provisions 
of  the  AllotmenU  Act  of  iHKi.  It  was 
desirable  that  landowners  should  not 
only  grant  allotment.*,  but  in  these  days, 
when  attacks  wore  made  upon  them, 
that  they  should  show  their  determina- 
tion to  do  so  by  a  public  declaration 
on  tho  point.  Having  shown  what 
necessity  there  was  for  these  Returns, 
ho  trusted  thoir  I/ordships  would  see 
that  it  would  bo  most  unjust  to  land- 
owners to  propose  any  legislation  dealing 
with  their  property  when  tho  Mm  and 
the  facts  concerning  allotments  all  over 
England  were  in  no  sense  in  possession 
of  tho  public. 

ifinW,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
Houao*— 

**  Rrtttm  (1.^  of  sU  si^cultarsl  holdingt  in 
RiiffUnd  snd  Wales,  both  of  sraKlo  and  pasturs 
land.  Oct  u pi cd  as  allotmenta  or  fii«Id  iraruent.  of 
onc-ftichth  of  an  arrr  and  nut  eictMniing  four 
airva;  '.V  of  all  irArdcn  all"tm<*nta  eirccdini^ 
un<*-rii(hth  of  an  a<  rr  attach*  «i  to  rottatfoa  ;  i  -i.) 
of  all  rharitahh*  trutta  in  Knirltnd  and  Wal^s 
thf  tra«t<*r«  of  which  am  truftrca  within  the 
m«*antnc  of  th<*  6nt  and  fourth  rlaoara  of  the 
.VUotmanta  Extvasion  Act,  1»h2.**— ^TAtf  Urnri 

The  lord  TRESIDEXT  or  the 
rorSriL  (KarlSri..\<K»)  said,  he  did 
not  propoM*  to  follow  the  noble  Karl  in 
the  interesting  remarks  which  he  hod 

I  made  on  the  subject  of  allotments.  Ho 
would  confine  himself  to  answering  tho 

,  Question  which  had  been  put  to  him. 

[  Ho  should  bo  very  happy  to  obtain  and 
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furnisb  the  information  which,  the  noble 
Earl  asked  for;  but  ho  did  not  think 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  give  it 
in  a  special  Return  at  this  moment.  A 
special  Return  would  entail  a  yery  large 
expense,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to 
compile  it  without  impeding  other  work 
and  throwing  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  collecting  the  Agricultural  Returns 
which  were  made  every  year.  He 
would,  however,  engage  that  imme- 
diately after  the  Agricultural  Returns 
for  this  year  were  made,  supplementary 
Returns  would  be  given,  wich  would, 
ho  believed,  contain  all  the  information 
which  the  noble  Lord  required.  He 
would  also  add  a  great  deal  more.  Li 
the  information  which  he  would  give 
would  be  included  ''all  agricultural 
holdings  in  England  and  Wales  occu- 
pied as  allotments  or  field  gardens  "  of 
one-eighth  of  an  acre  and  over.  They 
did  not  propose,  as  the  noble  Earl  sug- 
gested, to  make  the  distinction  between 
arable  and  pasture  land  below  one  acre, 
which  would  be  exceedin^ifly  difficult  to 
get;  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  of 
very  great  importance,  as  he  presumed 
in  tiiese  small  allotments  there  was,  as  a 
rule,  very  little  pasture.  Under  the  second 
head  they  proposed  to  give  all  garden  al- 
lotments exceeding  one-eighth  of  an  acre 
attached  to  cottages,  although  there  was 
some  difficulty  in  defining  what  a  cottage 
really  was.  They  also  proposed  to  give 
particulars  as  to  rent,  tenure,  and  dis- 
tance from  dwellings  on  certain  allot- 
ments. At  first  it  was  thought  that  this 
would  be  a  difficult  question;  but  the 
Government  saw  their  way  now  to  give 
the  information,  and  he  thought  that 
information  would  be  of  considerable 
value  and  importance.  In  regrard  to 
the  third  Question,  he  would  ask  the 
noble  Earl  to  be  kind  enough  to  repeat 
it  another  day.  He  admitted  the  great 
▼alue  of  obtaining  this  information  from 
the  Charity  Commissioners,  and  he  had 
been  in  communication  with  them  on 
the  subject.  He  did  not  foresee  any 
yery  great  difficulty  in  the  matter ;  but 
there  were  certain  objections  which  he 
should  like  to  discuss  with  the  Commis- 
sioners before  he  could  finally  begin  the 
Return.  For  the  Return  to  be  useful, 
it  was,  of  course,  desirable  to  be  authen- 
tic and  reliable;  and  there  was  some 
doubt  whether  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners could  give  a  Return  of  this  de- 
scription. 

£arl  Spencer 


Thb  Eakl  of  HARROWBY  :  How 
soon  may  we  expect  the  Return  ?  In 
the  middle  of  the  Session,  or  towards  the 
end  of  it  ? 

Earl  SPENCER :  It  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  furnish  it  under  three  or 
four  months.  It  will  be  begun  imme- 
diately after  the  annual  Agricultural 
Returns. 

The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  begged  to 
thank  the  noble  Earl  for  the  answer 
which  he  had  given.  He  had  another 
suggestion  to  offer  for  the  consideration 
of  the  noble  Earl.  It  would  be  very 
valuable  to  know  from  each  farmer  how 
many  labourers  he  had  on  his  farm 
to  whom  he  gave  ground  or  potatoes ; 
how  many  he  had  to  whom  he  gave  cow 
ground  ;  and  how  many  holdings  there 
were  between  five  and  ten  acres  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HUNTLY  said, 
there  was  another  point  to  which  he 
should  like  to  call  attention — namely, 
co-operative  farming.  It  was  desirable 
to  have  a  Return  of  the  number  of 
labourers  who  shared  in  co-operative 
farming. 

Earl  SPENCER  said,  he  thought 
that  this  was  a  totally  different  subject, 
and  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  Returns 
as  to  co-operative  farming,  however  im- 
portant they  might  be.  With  regard 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  (the  Earl  of  Onslow),  he  would 
consider  the  point  brought  under  notice 
as  to  the  cases  where  farmers  gave  land 
or  potatoes,  or  otherwise  to  their  la- 
bourers. 

Lord  ELLENBOROUGH  asked, 
whether  there  could  not  be  included 
the  manner  in  which  the  holdings 
were  held;  whether  or  not  sub-let, 
or  not  used  for  the  purpose  originally 
granted? 

Earl  SPENCER  said,  aU  these  par- 
ticulars would  add  enormously  to  the 
expense  of  the  Return,  besides  involv- 
ing tremendous  labour.  If  they  were 
to  adopt  all  these  suggestions,  it  fnight 
be  years  before  they  could  possibly  get 
the  Return  out. 

Earl  FORTESCUE  asked,  whether 
the  noble  Earl  could  not  add  to  the 
Return  the  number  of  places  where 
allotments  had  been  provided,  and 
where  for  many  years  they  had  been 
given  up  as  unlettable  as  allotments  ? 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House),  with- 
drawn. 
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an-acre.  It  was,  he  thought,  only  right 
that  they  should  ask  the  Government 
to  give  them  information  which  was 
more  recent  than  the  year  1873.  There 
was  reason  to  suppose  that  the  supply  of 
allotments  was  every  day  coming  nearer 
to  the  demand,  because  the  agricultural 
population  was  anything  but  increasing 
in  the  rural  districts.  In  the  decade 
between  1871  and  1881  our  agricultural 
population  decreased  by  15*9  per  cent, 
having  in  the  previous  decade  decreased 
17"6  per  cent,  while  the  number  of  allot- 
ments was  increasing.  There  was  hardly 
any  matter  on  which  there  existed  less 
information  and  more  exaggeration  than 
the  subject  of  the  land  of  this  country. 
The  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Derby) 
moved  in  that  House  for  a  Eeturn  of  the 
owners  of  land,  observing  that  it  had 
been  stated  that  the  owners  of  land  in 
England  and  Wales  were  only  30,000  in 
number.  In  order  to  ascertain  whether 
that  was  the  case,  the  noble  Earl  moved 
for  a  Keturn  which,  when  produced, 
proved  that  instead  of  there  being  only 
30,000  owners  in  this  country,  there 
were,  after  correction  for  the  holdings 
of  the  same  persons  in  several  counties, 
no  less  than  967,000  owners,  of  whom 
700,000  owned  less  than  one  acre.  The 
inquiries  of  the  Land  and  Glebe  Owners' 
Association,  for  the  voluntary  extension 
of  the  allotments  system,  which  were 
not  exhaustive,  showed  that  the  owners 
of  2,300,000  acres  had  in  force  on  their 
estates  the  system  of  allotments,  and 
were  prepared  to  extend  it  to  all  the 
labourers  on  their  estates ;  besides  that, 
the  Association  had  the  support  of  the 
owners  of  25,000  acres  of  glebe  land, 
and  the  system  was  also  in  operation 
on  the  estates  of  the  owners  of  a  further 
500,000  acres.  Thus,  very  widespread 
voluntary  efforts  were  going  on  all  over 
the  country  to  provide  labourers  with 
allotments ;  and  he  trusted  that  no  steps 
would  be  taken  by  Parliament  which 
would  throw  any  obstacle  or  chock  in 
the  way  of  that  most  salutary  system. 
He  was  willing  to  give  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  credit  for  having  drawn  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  question,  although 
their  startling  proposals  in  reference  to 
it  had  savoured  somewhat  of  public 
plunder.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
their  Lordships  would  not  deal  with  the 
Bubject  until  they  were  possessed  of  all 
the  facts  connected  with  the  case.     If 


they  were  to  legislate  in  a  compulsory 
manner  it  was  possible  that  many  of 
those  who  would  otherwise  speedily 
obtain  allotments  by  voluntary  agency 
might  have  to  wait  one  or  two  years 
before  the  local  authority  in  a  dis- 
trict would  put  the  machinery  of  that 
compulsory  system  in  operation.  An 
Act  was  passed  in  1882  to  provide  allot- 
ments, the  main  principle  of  which  was 
that  every  charity  which  owned  land 
the  profits  of  which  were  distributed  in 
doles  should  be  required  to  let  allot- 
ments. But  the  great  majority  of  the 
trustees  of  charity  land  were  imaware 
of  the  existence  of  that  Act ;  and  he  did 
not  see  how  they  could  be  expected  to 
put  it  into  operation  unless  their  at- 
tention was  called  to  it.  He  knew  of 
no  means  by  which  that  could  be  done 
except  by  calling  upon  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners for  such  Heturns  as  he  moved 
for,  giving  the  names  of  all  those  cha- 
rities which  came  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Allotments  Act  of  1882.  It  was 
desirable  that  landowners  should  not 
only  grant  allotments,  but  in  these  days, 
when  attacks  were  made  upon  them, 
that  they  should  show  their  determina- 
tion to  do  so  by  a  public  declaration 
on  the  point.  Having  shown  what 
necessity  there  was  for  these  Betums, 
he  trusted  their  Lordships  would  see 
that  it  would  be  most  unjust  to  land- 
owners to  propose  any  legislation  dealing 
with  their  property  when  the  data  and 
the  facts  concerning  allotments  all  over 
England  were  in  no  sense  in  possession 
of  the  public. 

Movedj  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House — 

"Return  (1.)  of  all  agricultural  holding^  in 
England  and  Wales,  both  of  arable  and  pasture 
land,  t>ccupied  as  allotments  or  field  gardens,  of 
one-eighth  of  an  acre  and  not  exceeding  four 
acres;  (2.j  of  all  garden  allotments  exceeding 
one-eighth  of  an  acre  attached  to  cottages ;  (3.) 
of  all  charitable  trusts  in  England  and  Wales 
the  trustees  of  which  are  trustees  within  the 
meaning  of  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  of  the 
Allotments  Extension  Act,  1882.**— (TA*  Earl 
of  Onslow.) 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Earl  Spencer)  said,  he  did 
not  propose  to  follow  the  noble  Earl  in 
the  interesting  remarks  which  he  had 
made  on  the  subject  of  allotments.  Ho 
would  confine  himself  to  answering  the 
Question  which  had  been  put  to  him. 
He  should  be  very  happy  to  obtain  and 
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furoish  the  information  which  the  noble 
Earl  asked  for;  but  he  did  not  think 
that  it  would  bo  possible  to  giye  it 
in  a  special  Boturn  at  this  moment.  A 
special  Boturn  would  entail  a  very  large 
expense,  and  it  would  bo  impossible  to 
compile  it  without  impeding  other  work 
and  throwing  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  collecting  the  Agricultural  Returns 
which  were  made  every  year.  He 
would,  however*  engage  that  imme- 
diately after  the  Agricultural  Returns 
for  this  year  were  made,  supplementary 
Returns  would  be  given,  which  would, 
ho  believed,  contain  all  the  information 
which  the  noble  Lord  reauired.  He 
would  also  add  a  great  deal  more.  Jn 
the  information  which  he  would  give 
would  be  included  ''all  agricultural 
holdings  in  England  and  Wales  occu- 
pied as  allotments  or  field  gardens''  of 
one-eighth  of  an  acre  and  over.  They 
did  not  propose,  as  the  noble  Earl  sug- 
gested, to  make  the  distinction  between 
arable  and  pasture  land  below  one  acre, 
which  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to 
get;  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  of 
very  great  importance,  as  he  presumed 
in  these  small  allotments  there'was,  as  a 
rule,  very  little  pasture.  Under  the  second 
head  they  proposed  to  give  all  garden  al- 
lotments exceeding  one-eighth  of  an  acre 
attached  to  cottages,  although  there  was 
some  difficulty  in  defining  what  a  cottage 
really  was.  They  also  proposed  to  give 
particulars  as  to  rent,  tenure,  and  dis- 
tance from  dwellings  on  certain  allot- 
ments. At  first  it  was  thought  that  this 
would  be  a  difficult  question;  but  the 
Government  saw  their  way  now  to  give 
the  information,  and  he  thought  that 
information  would  be  of  considerable 
Talue  and  importance.  In  regard  to 
the  third  Question,  he  would  ask  the 
noble  Earl  to  bo  kind  enough  to  repeat 
it  another  day.  He  admitted  the  great 
Talue  of  obtaining  this  information  from 
the  Charity  Commissioners,  and  he  had 
been  in  communication  with  them  on 
the  subject.  He  did  not  foresee  any 
▼ery  great  difficulty  in  the  matter ;  but 
(here  were  certain  objections  which  he 
should  like  to  discuss  with  the  Commis- 
sioners before  he  could  finally  begin  the 
Return.  For  the  Return  to  be  useful, 
it  was,  of  course,  desirable  to  be  authen- 
tic and  reliable;  and  there  was  some 
doubt  whether  the  Charity  Commia- 
uoners  coold  gir«  a  Return  of  this  de* 
■cription. 

Earl  Spencer 


Thb  Eabl  of  HARROWBY  :  How 
soon  may  we  expect  the  Return  ?  In 
the  middle  of  the  Session,  or  towards  the 
end  of  it  ? 

Earl  SPENCER :  It  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  furnish  it  under  three  or 
four  months.  It  will  be  begun  imme- 
diately after  the  annual  Agricultural 
Returns. 

Thb  Eabl  of  ONSLOW  begged  to 
thank  the  noble  Earl  for  the  answer 
which  he  had  giren.  He  had  another 
suggestion  to  offer  for  the  consideratioa 
of  the  noble  Earl.  It  would  be  very 
valuable  to  know  from  each  farmer  how 
many  labourers  he  had  on  his  farm 
to  whom  he  gave  ground  or  potatoes ; 
how  many  he  had  to  whom  he  gave  cow 
ground  ;  and  how  many  holdings  there 
were  between  five  and  ten  acres  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HUNTLY  said, 
there  was  another  point  to  which  he 
should  like  to  call  attention — namely, 
co-operative  farming.  It  was  desirable 
to  have  a  Return  of  the  number  of 
labourers  who  shared  in  co-operative 
farming. 

Earl  SPENCER  said,  he  thought 
that  this  was  a  totally  different  subject, 
and  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  Returns 
as  to  co-operative  farming,  however  im- 
portant they  might  be.  With  reganl 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  (the  Earl  of  Onslow),  he  would 
consider  the  point  brought  under  notice 
as  to  the  cases  where  farmers  gave  land 
or  potatoes,  or  otherwise  to  their  la- 
bourers. 

Lord  ELLENBOROUGH  askod, 
whether  there  could  not  be  included 
the  manner  in  which  the  holdings 
were  held;  whether  or  not  sub-let, 
or  not  used  for  the  purpose  originally 
granted? 

Earl  SPENCER  said,  all  these  par- 
ticulars would  add  enormously  to  the 
expense  of  the  Return,  besides  involv- 
ing tremendous  labour.  If  they  were 
to  adopt  all  these  suggestions,  it  might 
be  years  before  they  could  possibly  get 
the  Return  out. 

Earl  FORTESCUE  asked,  whether 
the  noble  Earl  could  not  add  to  the 
Return  the  number  of  places  where 
allotments  bad  been  provided,  and 
where  for  many  years  they  had  beeo 
given  up  as  unlettable  as  allotments  ? 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House),  with- 
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KIXODOM  OP  AVA.— RESOLUTION. 

TiiK  8KCRETART  or  STATE  for 
INDIA  ,Tbe  Earl  of  KuiBEaLET},  in 
riviag  to  moT<>^ 

**  TIiaI  Hot  Majcvty  hartiiK  diroctod  a  mill* 
tarr  «*spr«liti(m  of  Her  f(>ivn«  chargMl  upon 
Inlifta  rrrvviaM  to  bo  dctpttchM  aipitnit  the 
KinK  of  Avm,  thU  Ilonie  conamU  thnt  the  rt«- 
T^own  of  India  ■hall  be  appHM  to  defray  the 
f  t)««M«  of  the  military  operations  which  may 
W  <*rTi««l  on  bercmd  tho  eitemal  frontien  of 
H«r  Maj««ty*a  Indian  roaacaaiont,'* 

•aid :  Uy  Lords,  in  moring  the  Bosola* 
tioa  I  will  point  out  the  olauaee  in  the 
Art  of  Parliament  which  roquire  that  this 
Uttsoltttion  should  be  moved.  In  the 
GoTemment  of  India  Act,  185R,  there 
are  two  proTtaions  on  the  subjoct  of  the 
enjiioyment  of  troops  outside  Indian 
t«-rritonr.  Tho  61th  section  provides 
thai  when  any  military  operations  are 
being  earned  on  beyond  Indian  terri- 
ttiry  the  Csct  ahall  be  communicated  to 
rarltament  within  three  months  if  it  be 
•ittintf,  and  within  one  month  if  Parlia- 
■seat  oe  not  sitting.  The  other,  the  66th, 
has  aa  immediate  tearing  on  the  Kesolu- 
tioo  which  I  have  to  propose.  It  pro* 
videa  that  except  for  preventing  or  re* 
lling  actual  invasion  on  our  Indian 
NisteaiMans,  or  for  sudden  and  urgent 
ity,  the  Revenuesof  Indiashallnot. 
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without  the  cons«>nt  of  both  Housos  of 
rarliameat,  l>e  applicable  to  defray  the 
•ipensee  of  any  military  operations 
esrried  on  beyond  the  external  frontier 
<if  Il^r  Msjeaty^s  Indian  Poweesions. 
The  interpretation  of  this  Miction  has 
C'Ven  rise  t<>  oonaiderable  controversy, 
th*  points  of  which  will  bo  found  fully 
sutad  in  the  Papers  relating  to  the 
Abyssinian  War  of  1867,  and  more 
eapecially  in  those  oonnected  with  the 
war  in  Afghanistan  in  1878-9.  Some 
high  authorities  have  contended  that  this 
s^tion  requires  that  the  aanction  of  Par- 
haaent  should  be  obtained  before  the 
commencement  of  operationa.  On  the 
other  handf  there  is  the  fact  that  in 
aevaral  eases  this  Resolution  has  been 
movvd  after  the  actual  operations  have 
covuaeseed.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
the  argwaents  on  either  side,  because,  at 
ail  avants,  I  feel  certain  that  Her  Ma- 
jwely'a  prssent  Qovemment  cannot  be 
charged  with  having  neglected  their  duty. 
It  is  perfectly  eiear  that  I  am  proposing 
the  Kasolotiott  on  the  first  occaaioa  that 
it  waa  practicable  far  me  to  do  so.  And 
I  hara  aaolhar  reason  for  not  disrussing 


the  matter,  which  is  that  it  is  the  ioten* 
tion  of  the  Government  to  propoao  an  in* 
quiry  into  the  operation  of  tho  India  Act 
in  accordance  with  the  intention  of  the 
lato  Government  as  announced  in  Iler 
MajeMy's  Gracious  Speech.     As  these 
ambiguitios  have  arisen,  it  is,  I  think, 
di^irable  that  the  point  should  be  con- 
sideri^d  by  the  Joint  (^ommittoe  of  both 
IIous4*^  which  it  is  my  intention  to  move 
for.    Therefore  I  will  not  pursue  the 
argument  further.     The  House  will  not 
expect  from  me  at  this  time  any  narra- 
tive of  the  drcumstanees  which  led  to 
the  war  with  Burmsh,  or  of  the  steps 
which   followed  it.    All  this  has  been 
placed  fully  before  Parliament  in  the 
BIuo  Book  which  has  been  laid  on  the 
Table.     It  will  be  enough  for  ma  to  say 
that  there  has  been  no  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  any  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
course  of  our  relations  with  the  late 
King  of   Burmah  that  they   were   so 
unsatiafactory  that  it  was    impossible 
they  should    be    allowed  to  continue. 
That  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  had 
lasted  for  some  considerable  time.    The 
eauses  of  complaint  wera  yarions.    £f« 
forts   which    had   been  made    by   the 
Indian  Government  to  bring  about  a 
better  state  of  things  had  failed ;  and 
it  was  merely  a  question  of  time  when 
some  step  would  become  necessary  to 
place  onr  relatione  upon  a  more  satis* 
factory  footing.     During  the  term    of 
Office  of  Mr.  Irladatone's  former  Govern* 
ment  the  question  was  never  approached 
with  any  nearness,  bt«cause  the  Govern* 
ment  were  occupied  with  difficulties  re- 
lating to  the  North- West  Frontier,  and, 
except  upon  urgent  necessity,  it  would 
have  been  clearly  unwise  to  have  enten^d 
upon  any  important  operation  on  another 
frontier  of  India.    The  matter  came  to  a 
head  during  the  tentira  of  Office  b^  our 
immediate  Predecessors.     The  Viceroy 
of  India  and  Her  Majesty's  late  Govern* 
ment  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  necessary 
that  a  strong  step  should  be  taken  as  re- 
garded the  eonduct  of  the  King  of  Bur- 
msh.   I  have  been  surprised  to  see  thst 
the  defence  of  the  lata  Government  has 
\  sometimes  been  placed  on  this  ground — 
that  we  wera  justified  in  undertaking  a 
war  for  the  purpose  of  axtanding  British 
trade.    I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  a  war  undertaken  simply  for  that 
pnrpoae  would  be  an  unjustifiable  war; 
out  I  do  not  ondaratand^although,  no 
doubt,  tha  adva&taga  of  increaaad  tvada 
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may  result — ^that  it  was  on  that  ground 
that  the  Yiceroy  acted.    The  ground  on 
which  he  acted  was  the  very  unsatis- 
factory conduct  of  the  King  towards  the 
Indian  Qovernment,  and  certain  injuries 
which  he  had  inflicted  upon  British  suh- 
jects  for  which  no  redress  could  be  ob- 
tained .    Above  all — and  this  is  fully  di  s- 
closed  in  the  Papers— the  King  of  Bur- 
mah  had  been  endeavouring  to  establish 
such  relations  with  Foreign  Powers  as 
could  not  fail  to  produce  for  us  great 
embarrassment  hereafter,  and  might  have 
an  injurious  effect  upon  the  peace  and 
security  of  Her  Majesty's  Indian  Do- 
minions.   It  seems  to  me  that,  taking 
all  the    circumstances   together,   there 
certainly  existed  good  causes  for  the 
war,  and  I  can  quite  understand  why 
the  Viceroy  should  have  advised   that 
active  steps    should  be  taken  against 
Burmah,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment should  have  approved  of  them. 
These,  however,  are  past  affairs ;  and  I 
mention  them  only  in  order  that  the 
House  may  not  suppose  that  I  wish  to 
pass  them  over,  or  that  I  wish  to  pass 
any  censure  upon  the  late  Qovernment 
for  the    course    they    have    taken.     I 
now  glance  at  the  success  of  the  opera- 
tions themselves,  because  it  would  be 
very  unjust  to  the  Forces  who  were  em- 
ployed not  to  acknowledge  the  manner 
m  which  those  operations  were    con- 
ducted.   There  has  been  already  a  gra- 
cdous  acknowledgment  of  the  services  of 
Her  Majesty's  Forces  in  Her  Majesty's 
Gracious  Speech ;  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  this  being  the  first  oppor- 
tunity I  have  had  of  speaking  on  the 
subject,  I  have  to  state  that  much  credit 
is  due  both  to  those  who  planned  the 
Espedition,  and  to  all  the  troops,  naval 
and  military,  who  were  engaged  in  the 
operations.    The  extreme  promptitude 
with  which  the  operations  were  con- 
ducted prevented  much  effusion  of  blood 
that  otherwise  might  have  occurred ;  and 
this  is  a  point  that  ought  to  be  care- 
fully borne  in  mind  in  estimating  the 
services  rendered.     If  the  difficulties  of 
the  Expedition  were  not  greater  it  is 
because  they  were  anticipated  by  promp- 
titude of  action.    On  that  point  I  wish 
to  pay  a  tribute  not  only  to  the  mili- 
tary, but  also  to  the  civil  authorities, 
for  the  great  activity  they  displayed 
in  making  the  preparations.    I  think 
that  the  Hooae  will  feel  that  our  thanks 
are  fully   and   oompletely  due  to  all 
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those  who  were  engaged  in  those  ope- 
rations, and  who  brought  them  to  so 
successful  an  issue.  Burmah  having 
been  thus  rapidly  conquered,  the  ques- 
tion, of  course,  arose  as  to  the  next  stop 
to  be  taken.  The  Papers  presented 
show  that  a  Proclamation  was  issued 
stating  that  Burmah  had  become  a  part 
of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions;  and  in 
Her  Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  the  fol- 
lowing passage  occurs : — 

**  I  have  decided  that  the  moat  certain  method 
of  insuring  peace  and  order  in  those  regions  is 
to  be  found  in  the  permanent  incorporation  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ava  with  my  Empire." 

At  that  time  Lord  Dufferin  had  not 
been  at  Mandalay,  and  had  not  had  the 
opportunity  which  he  has  since  had  of 
examining  into  the  state  of  affairs  on 
the  spot.  Since  we  have  acceded  to 
Office,  Lord  Dufferin  has  sent  home  a 
Eeport  stating  fully  the  views  he  had 
formed  after  examining  for  himself 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Upper  Burmah. 
He  informs  Her  Majesty  s  Government 
that  having  himself  felt  disposed  at  first 
rather  towards  the  formation  of  Upper 
Burmah  into  a  Native  State  under  Bri- 
tish protection,  yet,  after  a  careful  exa- 
mination of  all  the  circumstances  on  the 
spot,  he  was  convinced  that  such  a  course 
was  inexpedient  and  impracticable. 
Having  received  that  opinion  in  unmis- 
takable terms  from  the  Viceroy,  in 
whom,  in  common  with  Her  Majesty's 
late  Government,  we  placed  the  highest 
confidence — having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  Her  Majesty's  late  Government 
have  already  announced  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gracious  Speeeh  that  the  Sling- 
dom  of  Ava  would  be  permanently  in- 
corporated in  the  British  Empire,  and 
looking  also  to  the  Proclamation  which 
by  their  instructions  had  been  issued  in 
Burmah— taking  all  those  things'  into 
consideration,  we  have  decided  without 
hesitation  that  the  proper  course  to  be 

Eursued— and  that  course  the  Viceroy  has 
een  instructed  to  pursue— is  to  maintain 
Burmah  under  the  direct  administration 
of  the  British  Crown.  As  regards  the 
further  arrangements  to  be  made,  the 
House  will  not  be  surprised  when  I  say 
that  at  so  early  a  period,  the  Viceroy 
having  just,  after  a  few  days*  aojoum 
in  Mandalav,  left  that  capital,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  mature  the  details  of 
administration,  and  they  are  at  this 
moment  being  carefully  considered  by 
us  in  oommnnioation  with  the  Viceroy. 
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we  are  entirelr  agret'd  in  our  de*  that  a  close  and  cordial  friendship  may 
cisioo,  looking  to  all  the  ciroumstances  of  be  funned.  Your  Ix>rdiihipe  may  al<io 
the  csee,  I  do  not  protend  to  look  with  desire  that  I  should  giro  somo  infor- 
«amixed  satisfaction  upon  an  addition  to  mation  as  to  the  present  condition  of 
oor  responstbilittee  in  India;  but  I  Hurmah.  With  regard  to  that  I  will 
beltore  the  necessity  has  biMm  forced  ear,  in  the  first  place,  that  there  has, 
upon  us.  I  doubt  whether  those  who  no  doubt,  been  a  great  deal  of  dacoity 
apeak  liffhtly  of  these  accessions  to  our  since  our  occupation  of  the  country  ; 
Empire  duly  weigh  all  that  is  involved*  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  da* 
There  may  be  adrantages  in  our  pos-  coits  have  always  been  there.  The 
•eesioa  of  Burmah;  but,  on  the  other  Viceroy  informs  me  that  dacoity  has 
band,  there  are  drawbacks.  Forces  will  been  exceptionally  rife  owing  to  Th<K>- 
hare  to  be  emplored  there  which  might  haw's  misgovemment,  and  that  the 
bo  usefully  employed  elsewhere.  Of  pn>ce4*dings  of  the  dacoits  have  been 
late  year*  we  have  wisely  made  it  our  very  cruel  and  barbarous.  Those  pro- 
policy  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  !  eeedings,  however,  have  not,  the  >  ice- 
annexation  of  Native  States,  and  not  to  .  roy  says,  been  directed  against  Her  Ma* 
give  rise  to  the  feeling  that  we  were '  jesty's  Government,  but  against  inno- 
deatrous  of  swallowing  up  those  States,  cent  villagers.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
iVinot,  however,  suppose  that  in  making ;  authority  wo  have  set  up  to  protect  tho 
these  remarks  I  am  passing  any  censure  innooent  villagers  against  these  men, 
upon  those  who  have  been  engsginl  in  |  who  have  been  guilty  of  murder  and 
the  operations  in  Burmah,  or  that  the  plundering  of  tho  very  worst  kind.  My 
(}ovemment  are  not  desirous  of  making  ■  noble  Friend  the  Viceroy  assures  me 
the  best  of  the  present  position  of  |  that  in  the  execution  of  this  duty  there 
affairs.  The  necessity  is  forced  upon  us,  ^  has  been  no  unnecessary  severity.  He 
and  the  posititm  is  one  in  which  the  pre«  .  says  that  the  general  pacification  of  the 
sent  and  the  late  Government  concur  in  '  country  is  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  can 
accepting.  My  hone  and  bt^lief  is,  that :  be  reasonably  expect <m1.  The  country, 
we  shall  MY  g^>vem  this  addition  to  |  however,  is  larg<«  and  overspread  with 
Hot  Majesty  *s  Km  pi  re  that  it  will  jungle,  and  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
coodueo  to  the  hsppine«s  and  pros- !  exp«K«t  the  immediate  establishment  of 
perity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  peace.  Then,  with  regard  to  what  is 
and  result  in  an  increase  of  our  tradf*  called  indiscriminate  punishment  on  the 
with  China,  which  may  become  uiti- 1  part  of  the  military  officers,  the  Viceroy 
matf^ly  very  gr«*at.  As  I  have  nienti<ined  |  says  in  one  of  his  most  recent  tele- 
rhioa.  it  would  not  be  inopjiortune  to   grams — 

say— and  I  know  in  what  I  am  about  to  «« it  U  cerUinlv  not  tm*  thst  prisoners  sis 
fttate  1  shall  have  the  concurrence  of  indi«cniiiinat«ly  lixni  by  trm^ps.  Execatioos  si 
ttoble  lords  opposite— that  in  consider-  M»n«UI«y  by  nUiunr  durioj  put  tix  wwks 
ing  the relationsVtween  Upper  Burmah    »»'^^  ^"  "^^'  cmr^a^  off.  nder,  tent^icea 


and  China  there  is  the  utmost  desire 


by  civil  otB(<-n.    Klarwhrns  wbso  troops  Uks 
niiiniuilf  ri  n<<i-hui(l«^,  Inutilpn  sr»  oroastonallr 


on  the  part  of  Her  Maj«*sty*B  Govern-  j  •hut .  in  mch  cue  all  art  upon  adrtcv  of  civil 

Bent  to  treat  all  matters  that  may  arise  ^^<^  "  «bo  accotupany  ct.lumns.    It  ia  diftculi 
in  a  most  friendly  spirit  with  r#  gard  to  i  l!ji*"7*"'"\'  betw#«i  in•urr^nu  sod  daooiu ; 

^^•.            *    t    1-            S        At-   ^    /«c^*  both  cUaMit  plunder  sod  kill  innoc4>ot  ^lilajrcTS, 

China      1   believe  also  that   (  hina   is  ^^  ^.^j^l^J.^^^.^l,,^  j^^j,,^^^  j.,i„  tj^^;;^*  ,7 

n«Mt    friendly    disponed    towards   Her.  nmu  b*-  ao<l<r«t(i.>d  that  tht-ae  Und*  havmot 

Majesty's  Government;  and  where  there  r«.tnr  into  i>iiftt4»oce  nnc^  our  arrival,  but  that 

evists    a   friendly  disposition  on   both  «i»-iir  ba*  b^m  long  rifr  in  ih«  country /' 

sidM  and  strong  common  interests,  I  This  is  the  latest  information  I  have 

think  we  may  anticipate  that  we  shall  from  the  Viceroy  as  to  the  present  on* 

bring  any  discussion  which  we  may  have  dition  of  affairs  in  Burmah.     I  have  no 

with  the  Chineae  Government  with  re-  reason  to  think  that  any  additional  force 

ganl  to  the  frontier  to  a  sstisfectory  will  be  required  beyond  that  now  em* 

conclusion.     We  should  be  on  the  movt  ployed.     On  the  contrary,  I  have  heard 

eordial  terms  with  China;  and  I  think  from  the  Viceroy  that  there  is  even  a 

everyone  will  see  that  China,    on  her  possibility   already  of  some  reduction 

part,  can  have  no  jealousy  of  tu  in  that  being  made  in  the  force.     As  to  the 

qoarter.     It  is  for  the  interests  of  both  probable  cost    of   the  operations,   the 

Eapirse  that  thev  should  act  towards  Viceroy  informs  me  that  it  will  not  ex* 

aaaaolberoA  the  xrootter  in  aooh  a  way  eeed  40  lakha.    At  the  old  rata  of  ax- 
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change  that  would  be  £400,000  ;  at  the 

I>re8ont  rate  it  is  about  £300,000  star- 
ing. The  able  Commissioner  of  Lower 
Burmah,  Mr.  Bernard,  thinks  it  probable 
that  the  deficit  for  the  first  two,  throe, 
or  four  years  will  not  exceed  £20,000  or 
£30,000.  It  is  very  probable  tbat  after 
that  period  the  Expenditure  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  balanced  by  the  Eevenue, 
and  that  eventually  there  will  be  a  sur- 
plus. There  is  this  tu  be  said  with  re- 
gard to  those  estimates — ^that  since  Lower 
Burmah  has  been  occupied  by  us  its 
progress  has  been  remarkable  as  to  trade 
and  all  other  elements  of  prosperity. 
No  other  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Dominions  has  made  greater  progress 
than  Lower  Burmah.  Whether  or  not 
Upper  Burmah  will  make  equally  rapid 
prog^ss,  we  may  reasonably  hope 
that  the  administration  of  the  country 
which  the  Viceroy  intends  shall  be  con- 
ducted cheaply  will  result  before  long 
in  the  Bevenue  surpassing  the  Expen- 
diture. The  expenditure  of  the  Expe- 
dition is  calculated  as  not  amounting  to 
more  than  £300,000  up  to  Slst  of  March, 
which  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  large 
sum ;  and  it  can  hfurdly  be  contended 
that  this  is  not  a  case  in  which  the  In- 
dian Revenues  may  fairly  be  charged 
with  it.  In  conclusion,  his  Lord&ip 
moved  the  Besolution  of  which  he  had 
given  Notice. 

Moved  to  resolve — 

**That  Her  Majesty  having  directed  a  mili- 
tary expedition  of  Uer  forces  charged  upon 
Indian  revenues  to  be  despatched  against  the 
King  of  Ava,  this  House  consents  that  the 
revenues  of  India  shall  be  applied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  military  operations  which  may 
be  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Indian  Powesnons."— (7A«  £arl 
of  KimierUy,) 

Lord  HARRIS  said,  it  was  gra- 
tifying to  the  Members  of  the  late  Go- 
vornment  to  find  that  their  undertaking 
in  Burmah  met  with  the  approval  of  Her 
Majesty's  present  Adrisers.  He  thought 
that  the  noble  Earl  would  perhaps  now 
admit  that  the  paragraph  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  referring  to  this  matter 
was  not  too  long,  or  inserted  by  way  of 
excuse  for  the  operations  in  Burmah. 
He  was  glad  to  hoar  that  the  Commission 
which  the  late  Ooyemmont  had  thought 
of  moving  for  with  regard  to  India  was 
to  be  appointed ;  and  he  trusted  that  one 
result  would  be  that  thoee  who  differed 
on  the  dauses  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
would  come  to  some  satiafacloiy  oonda* 

Th4  Earl  of  Kimhfrl 


sion.  He  did  not  gather  that  it  wa« 
necessary  that  the  Resolution  of  the 
noble  Earl  should  be  brought  forward 
within  a  month  after  the  meeting  of 
Parliament.  But  it  had  been  out  of  the 
power  of  the  present  Qovernment  to 
bring  it  forward  within  the  month. 
They  were,  however,  to  be  credited 
with  the  desire  to  bring  the  Resolution 
forward  as  soon  after  the  month  as  pos- 
sible. It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
go  into  the  reasons  why  the  late  Govern- 
ment thought  it  right  that  the  country 
should  be  annexed ;  but  he  might  say 
that  the  Expedition  and  annexation  were 
not  undertaken  solely  with  the  idea  of 
extending  our  mercantile  enterprize. 
They  had  responsibilities  extending  to 
the  people  of  Lower  Burmah.  In  j  udging 
of  the  matter,  all  the  circumstances 
which  led  up  to  the  Expedition  must  be 
taken  into  consideration.  The  various 
acts  of  interference  with  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  on  the  part  of  the  Burmese 
Government;  their  indifference  to  the 
Treaties  entered  into  in  1856,  1862,  and 
1867  ;  their  relations  with  other  Powers 
as  well  as  England — all  these  matters 
had  to  be  considered.  As  the  noble  Earl 
had  mentioned  the  civil  officials  at  Ma- 
dras, who  were  so  active  in  forwarding 
the  Expedition,  he  might  add  a  word 
for  the  Madras  troops,  who  had  not  had 
many  opportunities  of  meeting  an  enemy 
in  the  field,  but  had  on  recent  occasions 
shown  themselves  most  conspicuous  in 
actual  warfare.  He  was  glad  that  the 
course  which  Her  Majesty's  late  Gt)vem- 
ment  thought  it  most  advisable  to  pur- 
sue with  regard  to  the  annexation  of 
Upper  Burmah  would  be  followed  by 
Her  Maj  esty's  present  Government.  He 
was  entirely  unable  to  agree  with  the 
remarks  which  the  noble  Marquees 
opposite  (the  Marquess  of  Ripon)  made 
in  a  speech  he  delivered  in  the  autumn, 
that  from  among  the  Royal  Princes  of 
Burmah  could  be  found  one  capable  of 
ascending  the  Throne.  No  doubt,  the 
noble  Marquees  would  have  had  ample 
choice,  for  King  Theebaw*s  father  left 
over  70  children;  but  he  should  not 
have  had  envieil  him  the  task  of  se- 
lection, for,  from  what  lie  heard,  he 
should  doubt  any  one  of  them  being 
fitted  for  so  onerous  a  position.  The 
noble  Earl  referred  to  the  annexation  of 
Native  States.  He  entirely  agreed  with 
the  remarks  of  the  noble  E^i  on  that 
point.  Great  stress  had  been  laid  on 
the  fact  that  the  Native  Prinoea  of  India 


857 


Kingdom 


(Februabt  22,  1886J 


ofAva. 


858 


xni^bt  be  under  the  impression  that  a 
pohcy  of  annexation  woujd  be  pursued 
in  India  also.  He  could  not  understaud 
the  reasons  for  such  an  apprebenBioD. 
It  was  not  the  policy  of  B^r  Majesty's 
Government  nor  of  late  Goyemments. 
Quite  the  contrary.  Only  the  other  day 
the  fortress  of  Gwalior  was  restored  to  the 
Prinoe ;  not  yery  long  since  the  Nizam 
of  Hyderabad  and  the  Eajah  of  Mysore 
were  restored  to  power ;  and  the  Maha- 
rajah Holkar  had,  on  several  occasions, 
received  very  considerable  honours.  Ou 
all  those  occasions  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  been  quite 
different  from  a  policy  of  annexation  of 
the  Native  States ;  and  as  long  as  the 
Native  Princes  governed  their  territories 
with  justice  and  moderation  so  loug 
might  they  be  assured  that  they  would 
be  continued  in  the  government.  He 
believed  that  there  was  the  greatest 
hope  for  the  peace  of  the  world  in  the 
proximity  of  China  and  Great  Britain. 
The  neighbourhood  of  two  such  trading 
nations  argued  well  for  the  prospect  of 
peace  in  that  part  of  the  world.  When 
the  late  Government  were  in  power  fre- 
quent reports  of  acts  of  dacoity  in  Upper 
Burmah  came  to  this  country.  He  was 
afiraid  that  dacoity  was  the  normal  state 
of  things  in  Upper  Burmah ;  and  it  was 
not  wonderful  that  those  who  felt  their 
occupation  going  should  endeavour  to 
strike  one  last  blow  for  it.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  Lord  that 
there  were  great  hopes  of  the  country 
being  brought  into  a  peaceable  condition 
without  much  delay ;  and  he  trusted  that 
in  a  very  short  time  the  people  might 
be  able  to  settlo  down  to  their  business, 
and  that  we  should  find,  as  in  the  Lower 
Province,  that  the  Bevenue,  business, 
and  trade  of  the  country  had  increased 
at  an  enormous  rate.  He  would  not  go 
into  all  the  circumstances  which  led  Her 
Majesty's  late  Government  to  think 
that  annexation  was  the  proper  course, 
but  would  only  say  that  they  acted  solely 
from  a  feeling  of  the  responsibility  at- 
taching to  them  in  governing  British 
India,  and  recogpiized  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  the  people  of  Lower  Burmah  as  well 
as  of  India  to  insist  that  the  Treaties  to 
which  Theebaw  was  a  party  should  be 
recognized  by  him,  that  justice  and 
honest  treatment  should  be  dealt  out  to 
those  who  were  trading  in  that  country, 
and  that  no  exclusive  influence  should 
be  allowed  to  any  other  nation. 


The  Dura  of  CAMBRIDGE :  On  the 
part  of  the  Army  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
entirely  agree  with  what  has  been  said 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  military  operations 
have  been  conducted.  I  entirely  endorse 
the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  that  the  fact  that  this  has  been 
a  very  bloodless  and  a  very  short  Expedi- 
tion adds  to  the  credit  of  those  engaged 
m  it. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  said, 
he  thought  the  military  operations  in 
Burmah  were  justified  by  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  He  also  thought, 
having  read  with  attention  the  Blue  Book 
which  had  been  circulated  among  their 
Lordships,  that  the  greatest  moderation 
had  been  exercised  by  successive  Ad- 
ministrations in  dealing  with  the  affairs 
of  Burmah.  It  had  been  shown  by  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Granbrook), 
by  Lord  Hartington,  and  by  his  noble 
Friend,  now  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
(the  Earl  of  Kimberley),  by  his  noble 
Friend  below  him  (the  Marquess  of  Ripon) 
and  by  the  present  Viceroy  of  India.  The 
particular  persons  who  might  have  to 
deal  with  questions  of  that  kind  as  they 
arose  formed  an  important  element  in 
the  conclusion  at  which  a  Government 
might  arrive.  Two  of  the  officers  con- 
cerned. Sir  Oharles  Aitchison  and  Mr. 
Bernard,  were  well  known  for  their 
high  character  and  great  moderation  of 
opinions.  He  quite  agreed  that  in 
forming  a  judgment  in  this  matter  they 
must  look  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  also  to  circumstances  extending 
over  many  years;  for  difficulties  with 
Burmah  arose  before  the  year  1879.  He 
would  not  like  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
war  had  followed  in  consequence  of  any 
troubles  connected  with  a  British  Com- 
pany trading  in  Burmah,  or  of  any 
matters  of  that  kind.  The  causes  which 
had  produced  this  war  were  far  more 
important,  extending  over  many  years, 
and  involving  circumstances  of  far 
greater  moment  than  any  trading  diffi- 
culties. There  was  no  doubt,  whatever 
the  cause  of  the  war  might  be,  that  the 
operations  had  been  admirably  or- 
ganized and  successfully  carried  out ;  and 
ho  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Harris)  pay  a  tribute  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Madras  Army,  which 
came  from  him  with  peculiar  grace  in 
consequence  of  his  hereditary  connec- 
tion   with    that    Presidency.     It   was 
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a  great  advantage  to  that  Army  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  showing  what 
they  oould  do.  As  to  the  question  of 
annexation,  he  looked  upon  it  as  one  of 
the  very  highest  importance;  and  he 
would  certainly  have  preferred  if  it  had 
been  found  possible  to  have  avoided  the 
annexation  of  Burmah.  But  he  was,  at 
the  same  time,  fully  aware  of  the  great 
difficulties  attending  any  other  arrange- 
ment, and  he  was  prepared  to  accept  with 
confidence  the  deliberate  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  Lord  Dufierin  on  the  subject, 
that  the  only  course  that  oould  be  taken 
with  a  proper  regard  to  the  interests  of 
Her  Majesty's  Dominions  in  India  was 
to  incorporate  Burmah  in  Her  Majesty's 
Empire.  He  must,  however,  express  his 
regret  that  neither  in  Her  Majesty's 
Gracious  Speech,  nor  in  what  had  fallen 
from  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State,  nor  in  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  had  there  been  any  men- 
tion whatever  made  of  the  most  import- 
ant announcement  that  was  ever  made 
by  the  English  Government  since  the  time 
of  its  first  connection  with  India — he  re- 
ferred to  the  Proclamation  of  the  year 
1858,  in  which  it  was  announced  that 
Her  Majesty  did  not  desire  any  exten- 
sion of  Her  Dominions  in  India.  That 
was  one  of  the  most  solemn  steps  ever 
taken  by  any  Government ;  and  he  would 
have  liked  to  see,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  necessity  for  annexation  was  an- 
nounced, some  words  used  at  any  rate  to 
show  that  the  great  principle  that  except 
under  imperative  circumstances  annexa- 
tion should  not  be  resorted  to,  would  be 
adhered  to.  He  did  not,  however,  attri- 
bute the  omission  of  any  notice  of  that 
Proclamation  to  anything  more  than 
accident,  and  certainly  not  to  any  dis- 
position on  the  other  side  of  the  House  to 
depart  from  the  great  principle  that  it 
announced,  for  the  noble  Marquess  op- 
posite (the  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  had 
shown  by  his  conduct,  in  respect  to  the 
Mysore  State  and  upon  other  occasions, 
that  he  accepted  and  adopted  the  policy 
announced  in  the  Proclamation.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  55th  section  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  Act,  this  was  an  occasion, 
if  ever  there  was  one,  on  which  it  was 
neceasaty  to  refer  to  it.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  object  and  intention 
of  that  section  was  to  place  a  check 
on  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  with  re- 
apeot  to  the  declaration  of  war  in  India. 

7%0  JSturl  o/lforMroot 


That  was  the  explanation  which  was 
nven  by  the  Earl  of  Derby  and  by  Lord 
Beaconsfield  (Mr.  Disraeli)  at  the  time. 
The  latter,  when  Ohancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, said,  in  the  House  of  Oom* 
mons,  on  July  6,  1858 — 


"The  power  of  declaring  peace  and  war 
mi^ht  be  left  to  the  Sovereign  under  the  Concti- 
tution  of  this  ooantry.  and  with  a  Honse  of 
Commons  that  voted  the  Supplies  and  had  a 
legitimate  and  constitutional  mode  of  exfnmng 
its  opinion.  But  if  the  power  of  declaring  war 
and  peace  was  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Sovereign  in  India  there  were  not  the  means  of 
controlling  its  exercise  that  existed  in  this 
country,  and  a  policy  might  be  punned  ex- 
tremely injurious  to  the  national  interests.'* 
~(3  Hantard,  [151]  1014) 

And  he  called  it  a  "  salutary  and  politio 
provision ."  The  present  Prime  Minister 
was  the  originator  of  that  section ;  and  he 
had  expressed  the  opinion  more  than 
once,  with  the  greatest  deliberation,  that 
it  was  the  distinct  intention  of  the  section 
that  the  consent  of  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament should  precede  warlike  opera- 
tions in  India,  except  in  the  case  of  in- 
vasion or  of  urgent  necessity.  In  the 
present  case  there  was  no  dispute  that 
the  war  was  necessary,  neither  was  there 
any  dispute,  he  (the  Earl  of  North- 
brook)  presumed,  that  there  was  no 
great  urgency  in  the  case.  But,  sup- 
posing in  the  opinion  of  both  Houaea 
of  Parliament  this  war  were  an  un* 
just  one.  What  possible  remedy  woald 
there  be?  The  war  was  over  and  the 
oount^  had  been  annexed.  He  thought 
their  Lordships  would  see  that  the  pro- 
vision in  the  Act  which  was  delibe- 
rately intended  by  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament to  place  a  check  on  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown 
had  unfortunately  become  a  dead  letter, 
and  that  matters  remained  precisely  in 
the  condition  they  were  before  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  Act  was  passed. 
Whatever  opinion  they  might  hold  on 
the  subject,  there  oould  be  no  doubt  that 
that  was  the  practical  result;  and  he 
confessed  that  he  was  somewhat  asto- 
nished to  hear  his  noble  Friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  say  that  this 
matter  was  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  If  ever 
I  there  was  a  case  which  did  not  require 
.  elucidation  by  a  Committee  this  was  it, 
I  Undoubtedly  the  highest  authorities 
.  differed  with  respect  to  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  clause ;  bnt  there  could 
be  no  donbt  that  the  reaolt  of  thia  dif* 
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of  optnum  WM  that  the  inimi* 
ti.>ttft  of  Parliament  had  beoome  ilia* 
•nfj.  He  Tontored  to  tubnut  to  Her 
Majeilj^s  (}overoment  that  it  was  hardly 
a  ciaae  for  tnquirj.  It  was  a  ease  in- 
Ti4Ting  important  coneideratione  as  to 
what  CmtUtions  ought  to  be  placed  on 
the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown ;  and  he 
thought  it  was  too  much  to  ask  for  a 
(^ommittee  oonsisting  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  to  help  Her  Majesty's  Go* 
▼omment  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to 
what  reallj  ought  to  be  done  to  remedy 
this  state  of  things.  The  Prime  liinister 
had  admitted  more  than  once  that  the 
law  had  boen  broken.  This  matter 
was  one  of  grave  importanoe,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  Ooremment  would  not 
otake  the  aanonncement  of  their  oonclu- 
•fin  as  final,  but  that  thev  would  g^ve  a 
dvlibsrate  conclusion  on  this  matter,  and 
announce  it  to  their  I/ordships.  Not 
valy  had  this  war  bet^n  undertaken,  but 
a  territory,  he  believed  as  largo  as 
France,  had  been  annexed  to  the  British 
Kmpirs  without  the  cognisance  by  Par- 
liament of  the  fact,  and  without  any 
pijMibtlity  that  I'arliament  could  inter- 
fere, if  it  had  wished  to  do  so,  by  an 
Address  to  the  Crown,  to  retraco  the 
•t«*pe  which  the  Government  had  taken. 
This  aanesation  was  announced  within 
a  fortnight  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
The  PrMlamatioa  was  issued  on  tbedlst 
of  I  December,  and  Parliament  met  on  the 
1  ith  ol  January.  The  final  step  was  even 
taken  In^fon^  the  late  Government  had 
time  to  receive  a  deliberate  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  Viceroy  of  India. 
That  expression  of  opinion  had  only  been 
rveetved  since  the  late  Government  left 
Oflke ;  so  they  had,  notwithstanding  the 
atteiBDt  to  ^^  e  chock  on  the  Preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown,  made  in  1858,  a  war 
for  which  there  was  really  no  urgency, 
whieh  was  entered  into  without  the  con- 
sent of  Parliament ;  in  addition  to  which 
A  large  territory  waa  annexed  without 
Any  possibility  of  the  opinion  of  Parlia- 
neot  being  expressed  as  to  whether  that 
Annevation  was  right  or  wrong.  He  did 
not  eateftain  the  opinion  that  this  matti*r 
coald  be  left  alone  and  handed  over  to 
A  Commltlee  of  both  Houses  to  inquire 
into.  It  was  a  <|uestion  which  the  Go- 
Tsnuneot  ought  to  take  into  their  serious 
eoosidsvation,  more  etpecially  after  the 
strong  sAptesrion  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  deeide  on 
their  own   fsspoambility  what  should 


or  should  not  be  the  real  power  of  the 
Housee  of  Parliament  witn  respeot  to 
matters  affecting  in  so  serious  a  degree 
the  interests — it  might  be,  indeed,  the 
safety^-of  the  Indian  Empire,  and  the 
best  interests  of  this  country. 

ViMx>uirT  CKANBKOOK:  I  do  not 
propose  to  discuss  the  Question  raised 
by  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  North- 
brook)  because  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  adopted  the  course  disputed 
by  him.  I  wish,  however,  to  say  that 
the  late  Lord  Derby  in  1867  said,  most 
distinctly,  that  it  was  never  intended  to 
control  the  Prerogative  of  the  Sovereign, 
and  the  only  thing  intended  was  to  put 
a  check  on  the  expenditure  by  Pania* 
ment.  The  preeent  Prime  Minister's 
statement  was  no  doubt  strong  as  to  a 
particular  ease;  but  he  admitted  that, 
when  there  were  special  circumstances, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  proceed  with- 
out the  consent  of  Parliament.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  think  that  one  of  the 
best  courses  connected  with  the  proceed* 
ings  in  Burmah  was  that  the  blow  foU 
lowed  the  word,  and  that  there  was  no 
time  for  getting  up  a  contest  which 
might  have  led  to  a  large  amount  of 
bloodsht'd,  disastrous  to  that  country 
and  iniurious  to  this,  and  by  acting 
promptly  and  decisively  the  affair  waa 
brought  to  an  end.  With  respect  to 
the  Committee,  it  will  not  be  cnarged 
with  the  interpretation  of  the  clanssy 
but  whether  the  ambiguity  of  the  clause 
is  such  as  to  need  some  legislation  to  put 
it  right.  I  must  warn  my  noble  Friend 
that  we  must  not  interpret  Statutes  by 
those  who  mav  have  brought  them  in,  but 
by  the  Legal  Authoritiee  who  have  to 
construe  them  at  the  present  day. 

Tax  Eael  or  KIMBKHLKY :  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  my  noble  Friend  for 
giring  me  this  opportunity  of  saying 
that  Tier  Majesty's  Government  attach 
the  highest  importance  to  the  observance 
of  the  principles  Laid  down  in  the  famous 
IVodamation  of  1868.  Nothing  has 
done  more  to  form  and  strengthen  Her 
Majesty*s  rule  in  India  than  the  steady 
adherence  to  those  principlee ;  and  the 
Native  Princes  of  India  will  understand 
that,  in  the  present  case,  the  exception 
only  proves  the  rule,  and  that  there  is  no 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  preeent  Go- 
vernment, and  certainly  no  probability  of 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  any  Govern- 
ment  which  holds  power  in  this  country, 
lo  depart  from  the  prineiplee  of  that  Pko- 
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olamation.  With  regard  to  the  eeoond 
point,  I  have  to  point  out  that  it  is  not 
a  Ter J  unusaal  course  to  refer  to  a  Oom- 
mittee  the  examination  of  the  manner  in 
wUch  an  Act  of  Parliament  is  worked, 
especially  when  two  clauses  of  that  Act 
have  been  declared  to  be  ambiguous. 
It  is  not  that  the  Committee  will  have  to 
determine  the  meaning  of  the  Act ;  but 
they  have  to  consider  whether,  by  the 
light  of  experience  which  we  have  ob- 
tained since  the  Act  came  into  force,  that 
portion  of  the  Act,  or  any  other  portion 
of  it,  requires  amendment.  I  think  that 
such  a  course  is  more  likely  to  lead  to 
a  satisfactory  result  than  that  this 
isolated  subject  should  be  dealt  with  by 
Her  Majesty's  Oovemment. 

The  Mabqttbss  of  SAUSBUBY  :  My 
Lords,  I  cannot  entirely  admit,  what  the 
late  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (the 
Earl  of  Northbrook)  seems  to  assume, 
that  the  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
is  not  carried  out  in  its  original  inter- 
pretation. I  do  not  venture  to  offer  any 
interpretation  myself  as  to  what  that 
clause  may  mean ;  but  I  have  a  very 
distinct  recollection  of  the  occasion 
when  it  was  inserted,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  the  intention  of  Parliament 
has  been  in  the  least  degree  frustrated. 
What  was  the  circumstance  which  in- 
duced Parliament  to  insert  that  clause  ? 
It  was  the  Persian  War  of  1857,  a  war 
that  was  undertaken  by  the  Indian  Oo- 
vemment, paid  for  by  the  Indian  Gk>- 
vernment,  and  concluded  by  them  with- 
out the  circumstance  coming  under  the 
review  of  Parliament  in  any  way  what- 
ever. It  was  held  that  that  was  uncon* 
stitutional;  that  it  gave  the  Queen  a 
power  in  India  which  she  did  not  possess 
in  England;  but  I  never  understood 
then,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  ever  was 
the  intention  of  making  the  consent  of 
Parliament  a  condition  precedent  before 
the  Oovemment  went  to  war.  That  is 
not  the  law  of  England,  and  it  was  not 
intended  to  make  it  the  law  in  India. 
What  was  intended  was  that  in  the  case 
of  wars  waved  by  the  Indian  Oovera- 
ment,  like  uioee  waged  by  England,  the 
whole  matter  should  necessarily  come 
under  the  control  and  judgment  of  Par- 
liament, so  that  the  action  of  the  Execu- 
tive might  be  condemned  or  approved. 
In  that  sense,  when  you  remember  the 
precedent  of  the  Persian  War,  I  believe 
the  elauae  has  done  its  work,  because 
eadi  snoeenive  war  oadertaken  from 
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the  Indian  Bevennes  has  been  submitted 
to  Parliament  and  approved.  There  is 
another  matter  which  was  referred  to  in 
the  course  of  this  debate  of  so  much  im- 
portance that  I  venture  to  add  a  word 
with  respect  to  it — that  is  the  bearing 
of  this  Burmese  War  upon  the  Procla- 
mation of  1858.  Of  course,  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  noble  Lords  when  they 
say  that  nothing  can  be  further  from 
the  minds  of  statesmen  on  either  side  of 
the  House  than  to  impair  in  the  slight- 
est degree  (he  sacredness  of  the  obliga- 
tions undertaken  by  the  Oovemment  in 
that  Proclamation ;  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  this  Burmese  War  has  even  ap- 
parently effected  them.  That  Procla- 
mation was  addressed  to  the  Native 
Princes,  who  were  the  Queen's  allies 
and  feudatories  in  India  at  that  time ; 
and  the  King  of  Burmah  never  admitted 
that  he  stood  in  any  such  relation  to  the 
Queen.  That  Proclamation  was  no 
more  addressed  to  the  King  of  Burmah 
than  to  the  Emperor  of  Bussia,  or  the 
Ameer  of  Samarcand.  It  was  addressed 
to  those  Native  Princes  who  stood  in  a 
relation  of  allegiance  to  the  paramount 
Power;  and,  therefore,  what  has  occurred 
in  Burmah  is  not  an  infraction  of  the 
Proclamation.  I  should  be  very  sorry 
indeed  if  the  slightest  doubt  were  to 
be  entertained  as  to  the  sanctity  of  that 
Proclamation.  I  would  avoid  even  say- 
ing that  the  exception  has  proved  the 
rule.  There  has  been  no  exception,  and 
the  Proclamation  remains  in  all  its  in- 
tegrity. The  course  of  this  debate  has 
been  thoroughly  satisfactory  to  the 
Members  of  the  late  Oovemment,  for  it 
has  been  well  established  that  thie  war 
was  not  undertaken  through  anv  greed 
of  annexation,  or  through  any  ^ire  to 
extend  British  trade.  It  has  been  re- 
cognixed  that  it  was  actually  f6roed 
upon  us.  The  noble  Earl  has  blamed 
us  a  little  by  implication  because  we  did 
not  wait  for  Parliament  to  assemble 
before  giving  orders  for  the  commence- 
ment of  hostile  operations. 

Tax  Eabl  of  KIMBEBLET  said, 
that  what  he  had  referred  to  was  the 
annexation. 

Thb  Marquess  or  SALISBITBT:  The 
noble  Earl  will  remember  that  annexa- 
tion is  not  a  matter  dealt  with  in  the 
slightest  degree  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  only  deals  with  military  ope- 
rations. With  respect  to  those  opera- 
tions, I  do  not  with  to  pmietrate  deeply 
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iato  iIm  quMlioo,  whioh  U  ft  TCiy  daliefti* 
0^m.  The  subject  otme  before  me  as 
Ftireigo  Minieter,  and  it  was  from  the 
pmal  of  Tiew  of  the  Foreign  Office 
thai  we  determined  that  no  delay 
ahonld  take  place  before  aotion  was 
taken*  The  noble  Lord  the  Secro- 
xmry  of  State  for  India  repudiated,  and 
▼erj  joatly,  in  hia  speech  the  idea  that 
we  had  undertaken  this  war  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  our  trsdo,  and 
ahoved  that  the  question  whether  there 
shi>uld  not  be  more  interference  in  the 
affairs  of  Burmah  has  been  under  the 
attention  of  the  India  Office  for  a  good 
mauT  roars.  I  myself  remember  asking 
Lord  Lawrence  in  consultation  20  years 
a;^ ;  whether  some  measures  could  not 
b«  taken  for  bringing  the  Oorernment 
uf  Burmah  to  a  more  reasonable  frame 
of  mind  and  stopping  the  mingovem- 
iDvnt  of  the  country ;  and  I  believe  that 
it  was  nothing  but  a  desire  to  avoid 
anaeaation«  or  any  such  breach  of  our 
vfdiaary  practice,  that  induced  the  Oo- 
Temment  to  tolerate  the  state  of  affairs 
in  Burmah  for  so  many  years.  It  was 
only  the  necestity  of  their  position 
which  forced  the  Indian  Oovemment  to 
brsak  that  reserre  at  last  I  beltoTo 
that  no  war  has  been  more  thoroughly 
J  uUifisd ;  and  in  a  year  or  two  the  change 
that  has  been  made  will  result  in  advan- 
tage not  only  to  the  people  in  our  Indian 
Empire,  but  al^o  to  the  neople  whom 
we  nave  now  subjected  to  the  tx^neficcnt 
rule  of  the  Queen. 

UiMD  NAPIEK  or  MAGDALA  said, 
that  no  one  who  had  road  the  Blue 
Bjok  relating  to  our  affair  with  Burmah, 
or  was  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
o'lr  earliest  relations  with  that  country, 
could  attribute  for  a  moment  the  motive 
of  commercial  advantage  or  the  oxten- 
sloa  of  trade  as  the  incentive  to  war. 
No  other  nation  in  the  world  would  have 
been  ao  lonfp-suffering  and  patient  under 
the  iajuriee  and  insults  of  the  Burmese 
Uoverament  as  the  British  nation.  The 
Burmsee  had  been  from  the  beginning 
neighbours.  They  invaded 
aad  Chittagong,  and,  but  for  our 
pfseeoce,  would  have  onnquered  Lowt«r 
iWagal.  The  action  of  the  Buroieee  in 
endeavouring  to  form  dose  rrlatiotis 
With  other  European  nations  who«««  only 
means  of  approa&*hing  them  wuuld  have 
beea  through  our  ternU^ry  was  likely  to 
create  seiiuiu  complicsttuns  with  thtMie 
nr!*^**^*     Taking  into  consideration  the 
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value  of  the  mineral  rsaoureea  of  Bur* 
mah  and  the  routes  which  it  supplied 
through  Bhamo  for  trade  with  China,  he 
believed  the  country  would  amply  repay 
the  expenses  of  iu  administration.  The 
Punjab,  which  when  first  annexed  waa 
considered  likely  to  be  an  unprofitable 
acquisition,  afforded  an  apposite  ex* 
ample.  Sir  John  I^wrence  had  very 
anxious  doubts  regarding  theKevenueof 
that  country,  which  was  also  liable  to 
the  same  disturbances  as  those  now  pre* 
valent  in  Burmah.  Bands  of  dacoits 
committed  acts  of  violence  and  blood* 
shed,  and  the  frontiers  were  disturbed. 
Sir  John  Lawrence,  by  very  severe  exe* 
cutions,  put  down  acts  of  violenoe,  and 
the  frontiers  were  gradually  reduced  to 
order,  as.  no  doubt,  would  be  the  case  in 
Burmah  in  a  short  time.  It  was  ex« 
tremely  gratifying  to  all  who  were  con- 
nected with  and  interested  in  India  to 
hear  the  thorough  approval  expressed  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Viceroy  of  India  and  the 
forces  employed  had  conducted  the  con* 
quest  and  annexation  of  that  oountry. 

Motion  M§rmi  Is. 

ICARRIAOES  VAUDITT  BILU-^No.  11.) 
( n#  Urd  BUk^p  •/  CmHuU,) 

SIOOM)  aSADIXO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Seoond  Read* 
ing,  read. 

Tde  Bisnor  of  CABUSLE,  in  rising 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
seoond  time,  said,  that  ita  object  was  to 
remove  the  doubts  which  surrounded 
certain  marriages  contracted  between 
English  and  hkutch  partiee.  It  often 
occurred  that  two  people,  one  of  whom 
was  Scotch,  desired  to  bo  married  in  an 
EogltsH  parish  church  by  banns.  The 
banns  of  the  party  residing  in  England 
were  published  in  the  ordinary  way. 
The  S<*otch  party  to  the  contract  pro* 
duced  on  the  wedding  dav  a  certificate 
stating  that  the  marriage  had  been  pro* 
claimed  in  an  Ketablished  Church  in 
Scotland,  and  that  no  objection  had  been 
raiM*d.  The  clergyman  in  England, 
acting  upon  this  certificate,  and  consider- 
ing  it  as  equivalent  to  a  proclamation  of 
banns,  marriinl  the  paiti**#.  It  wa«  clear 
t>  anyone  who  look*  .1  at  the  Statute 
4  040.  IV.,  0.  76,  that  the  Scotch  certifi- 
cate did  not  satisfy  the  conditions  of 
the  Act,  which  ref^uirsd  that  the  banns 
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Bhould  be  published  in  the  expreea 
words  of  the  rubric  preceding  the  ser- 
vice for  the  solemnization  of  matrimony 
in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  The 
result  of  this  state  of  things  was  that 
doubt  had  been  thrown  upon  the  yalidity 
of  such  marriages  as  he  had  described. 
He  had  from  time  to  time  warned  the 
clergy  in  his  diocese  that  it  was  danger- 
ous to  marry  parties  on  the  strength  of 
the  Scotch  certificate,  which,  howeyer, 
appeared  such  a  plausible  document  that 
it  was  difficult  for  clergymen  to  realize 
the  danger  to  which  the  contracting 
parties  were  exposed.  The  purpose  of 
the  Bill  was  to  remoye  all  doubts  as  to 
the  yalidity  of  marriages  performed  in 
the  way  which  he  had  described.  The 
measure  consisted  practically  of  a  clause 
found  in  a  Bill  passed  in  1885  by  their 
Lordships  with  the  object  of  validating 
certain  marriages.  The  Bill  failed  to 
pass  in  the  other  House. 

Movod,  <'  That  theBill  be  now  read  2\" 
^27ts  Lord  Biihop  of  CarliiU.) 

Ths  Eabl  of  SELBORNE  said,  that 
with  yery  little  encouragement  he  would 
be  prepared  to  re-introduce  the  Bill  to 
which  the  right  rev.  Prelate  had  re- 
ferred. It  was  very  desirable  to  put  an 
end  to  the  continual  recurrence  of  spe- 
cial legislation  to  render  valid  marriages 
about  which  there  were  doubts.  A  very 
good  case  had  been  made  out  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  before  the 
House.  It  was  unfortunate  that  persons, 
for  want  of  such  legislation,  should  find 
themselves  in  a  position  of  uncertainty 
about  the  validity  of  their  marriage. 
The  Bill  which  passed  through  this 
House  last  year  was  carefully  guarded 
against  any  possibility  of  opening  the  door 
to  loosely-contracted  marriages  ;  it  was 
limited  to  solemn  marriages  in  church,  or 
other  place  of  worship,  or  in  a  Begis- 
trar*s  office ;  and  it  was  limited  to  in- 
formalities, not  in  the  neglect  of,  but  in 
the  compliance  with,  those  forms  re- 
quired by  the  existing  Marriage  Acts 
which  exclude  the  notion  of  clandestine 
or  hasty  marriages.  It  was  a  dis- 
appointment to  him  that,  on  the  change 
of  Oovemment,  his  Successor  on  the 
Woolsack  did  not  accept  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  believing  that  it  would 
open  the  door  to  dangerous  laxity.  Ho 
still  believed  it  would  be  better  to  pass 
a  general  measure  that  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  dealing  with  classes  of 
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cases,  and  would  remove  doubts  as  to 
legal  validity  where  the  error  was  one 
of  form,  and  not  one  of  substance. 

LoBD  HALSBURY  said,  that  while 
he  fully  concurred  in  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,   he    could  not  agree  to  the 

{principle  enunciated  by  the  noble  and 
eam^  Earl  opposite  Tthe  Earl  of  8el- 
bome)  that  a  general  Act  should  be 
passed  to  legalize  d  priori  all  marriages 
m  which  there  had  been  a  doubt.  He 
was  quite  unable  to  conjecture  the 
amount  of  confusion  and  uncertainty 
which  would  arise  were  any  such  Bill 
passed. 

Motion  a^reid  to ;  Bill  read  2*  aooord- 
ingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Thunday  next. 

PABLIAMENT^YENTILATION  OF  THE 
OOKMITTEE  ROOM& 

QTTESTTOK. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  asked  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works,  Whe- 
ther auy  steps  have  been  taken  during 
the  Recess  to  improve  the  ventilation  of 
the  Committee  Rooms  ? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (The 
Earl  of  Mobley),  in  reply,  said,  that 
changes  had  been  made  with  the  view 
of  obviating  the  objections  to  the  bad 
ventilation  of  the  Committee  Rooms. 
Larger  provision  had  been  made  for  the 
ingress  of  fresh  air  and  the  egress  of 
foul  air,  and  he  hoped  the  resnlU  would 
be  satisfactory. 

THE  CONDITION  OF  IRELAND 
(••  BOYCOTTING,"  Ac.) 

QUBSnOK.      0BSSBVATI09S. 

Yiscoinrr  CRANBROOK,  in  rising  to 
ask  the  Lord  President  of  the  Ooundl, 
Whether  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  such  information  as 
can  be  given  without  injury  to  the  Public 
Service  on  the  present  condition  of  Ire* 
land  in  respect  to  '*Bovootting''  and  such 
outrages  ?  said  :  My  £ords,  since  I  gave 
Notice  of  the  Question  things  have  hap- 
pened which  have  made  it  even  more 
important  to  ask  it  than  it  was  before. 
The  mode  in  which  Questions  as  to  the 
policy  of  the  (Government  have  been 
met  in  this  House  has  relieved  me  from 
a  difficulty ;  and  I  do  not  intend,  afler 
the  failure  of  my  noble  Frienda  (Lord 
Salisbury  and  Lord  Ashboome),  aa  re* 
spects  the  polii^  of  the  Qovsmmenti  to 
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••dMivovr  lo  tstort  an  Ai»tw«r.  ItMtms 
to  xom  that  the  Chief  of  the  QoTeraineiit, 
the  OMWter  of  the  peck,  has  adopted  Sir 
Bdmend  Hendereon'a  device  of  putting 
monlee  on  all  the  pack  in  this  House, 
probabljT  from  eome  fear  that  the  rabice 
vith  vhteh  thej  are  supposed  to  be  in- 
f erted  miffht  be  prematurely  manifefited. 
The  noble  Earl  (Earl  Spencer),  when 
he  spoke  at  the  beginning  of  the  Session, 
addrsesed  himself  to  the  late  OoTem* 
m4«t  aa  if  they  had  been  guilty  of  groat 
U4^n^  by  vhich  they  bed  produced  a 
state  of  things  in  Ireland  which  he 
▼entored  to  sar  was  "  tenfold,  and  even 
n  hnadtedfold,  worse  than  that  which 
exiet4Hl  when  he  was  responsible  for  the 
gnremmeot  of  Ireland.  He  said  that 
we  had  interfered  with  the  progress  of 
law  and  order.  I  do  not  intend  to  go 
into  a  defence  of  the  late  Oovemment. 
For  the  purpose  of  my  Question  I  will 
asAome  that  everything  was  as  stated  by 
the  noble  Earl,  and  that.  In  consequence 
of  our  policy,  there  was  such  an  increase 
in  the  force  of  the  National  League, 
which  no  man  can  separate  from  *'  Ik)y- 
eotting/*  as  to  make  it  tenfold  or  a 
hnndralfold  worse  than  it  was  when  ho 
l«*ft  Ireland.  Well,  my  Lords,  what  fol- 
l<»ws  hfm  that?  Why,  that  there  is 
twofold  or  a  hundredfold  more  neceesity 
for  action  on  the  part  of  the  (Jovem- 
meat.  I  haTO  taken  the  opportunity  of 
refreshing  my  memory  with  a  reference 
tf>  the  report  of  the  noble  EarFs  speech  ; 
and  I  find  thai  the  noble  VaxX  said 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  some 
part  of  the  Crimes  Act  should  be  ro- 
enacted.  The  noble  Earl,  addressing 
himself  to  my  noble  snd  learned  Fri<*nd 
.  lyyrd  Ashbonme),  said — 

-  I  vo«M  sik  the  I^)rd  ChaacrUor  of  Irelsad 
«b«tlMv  b«  csa  DOW  tftXy  ttfMm  a  jujy  in  IrrUnd 
t  -r  roavirtiaa  s  msa  cnminttt«d  for  sKTrnma 
\%  or  rriae  eoootcird  with  Airfwma  mat* 
r    I  ask  bl»,  oaa  he  BOW  rsly  r* 


He  afterwards  said — 

**  I  gnaUr  Imt  that  t)i«  eondilioo  of  Irdaadt 
Willi  rvfara  to  tattmiJttuia  and  *  lk>)roitinK/ 
M  aMr*  amuoa  Umii  it  haa  ov^r  \*^n  W(<fn». 
....  I  — iwtaia  thai  it  baa  iscraaard  Unfold 
*•€  a  baadffvdIoU  «&(«  I  hmX  the  raapnatibiiity 
cf  Oe  Inah  tiwTcraaicat." 


I  waat  to  ask  what  ia  going  to  be  done 
with  this  intimidation  and  **B'»Tcot- 
tisff  ?"  Ia  it  to  be  stopped,  or  'is  it 
to  M  Ml  to  simmer  ana  get  higher, 
perhapa  to  boiling  p>int,  before  any* 
tbtaf  ia  doM  with  leapeot  to  ttf    We 


are  told  that  we  are  not  yet  in  poasea- 

aion  of  the  policy  of 'the  OoTemment 
eren  as  to  the  maintenance  of  social 
order;  but  hare  they  a  policy?  Mr. 
Chamberlain  says — *'We  cannot  give 
it,  because  we  hare  not  one."  But  the 
question  of  a  general  policy  for  Ireland 
is  one  thing,  and  the  duty  of  the  Execu- 
tive  is  quite  another  thing.  The  want 
of  a  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Qovornment 
of  Ireland  may  be  a  serious  matter. 
This  is  also  a  point  which  has  boon  much 
altered  by  what  has  passctl  in  ''another 
place."  Mr.  Morley  says  that  the  ques* 
tion  whether  he  or  any  other  English 
Miniater  shall  rule  Ireland  is  approach* 
ing  solution  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
should  like  to  ask  whether,  if  the  rule 
of  Englishmen  is  to  oease  in  Ireland, 
Irishmen  will  be  allowed  to  take  part  in 
the  ruling  of  England?  It  seems  to 
mo  that  that  question  must  arise.  But 
this  becomea  a  very  serious  mattor,  in- 
deed, when  you  are  doalinff  with  the 
question  of  what  an  English  Minister 
will  do.  First  of  all,  ne  disparages 
English  rule,  and  tokes  upon  himself  a 
duty  which  certainly  is  ouite  inconsis- 
tent with  the  duty  of  the  Exocutire 
Govemmont,  becaui^o  he  says  ho  is  going 
to  take  the  place  of  thn  Court  of  Appeal 
practically,  and  rerise  the  decisions  of 
the  Courts  ;  he  will  not  execute  the  de- 
crees of  the  Courts  unless  he  is  satisBed 
that  thev  are  just.  I  know  Mr.  Morley 
has  qualified  that.  IIo  says  the  quea- 
tion — 


It 


Whathar  or  not  the  Foroaa  of  the  Crown 
•hould  be  Hied  in  caxTy\ik%  out  erery  erictaon 
fi'f  which  the  ihadow  of  a  l«'gal  titlo  or  juati* 
tii-ation  cao  be  made  oat  Is  a  qa«aUoD  which 
KiectttiTe  Mittiatera  moat  decide  upon  lor 
thctnMlv«a  on  their  own  reaponaibility  apon 
«ocJi  oaM  as  it  afiaea.** 


I 'know  he  said  aftarwaida  that  he 
meant  that  the  Military  Foroee — 

**  Were  not  to  ^vf^cute  drcreca— that  ia,  jodi* 
rial  derrera  —  which,  oo  the  i^roaiwl  of  pnblio 
|M>:hy  aa  wrll  aa  that  of  <^iuty,  may  ac«m  ua* 

Mlvi»4ble  or  uaocitaiary.*' 

The  Military  Forces,  howerer,  in  Ireland 
an*  t  hoao  w  ho  are  m  i  1 1  tary  armed,  and  thoy 
inrludn  th«»  ( Vinatabulary.  The  i  'onata* 
bulary  Force  are  by  no  means  like  the 
p>Uce  of  this  country.  iNies  the  right 
bon.  (Gentleman  think  that  it  is  a  tol«tr- 
able  tiling  fur  a  partisan  Miniat4»r  to 
judge  aa  to  what  decrees  ha  shall  exe- 
cute,  or  aa  to  what  period  the  ordinary 
CitU  Anlhoritiea  will  fail  to  exeeato  the 
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law?  The  first  duty  of  a  GoYeminent  is 
to  maintain  law  and  order ;  and  no  one 
knows  that  better  than  the  noble  Earl 
opposite,  who  recently  oooupied  the  posi- 
tion of  Lord  Lieutenant.  Let  me  do  the 
noble  Earl  justice.  I  have  never  said  a 
word  about  his  tenure  of  Office  except 
as  to  the  courage  and  ability  with  which 
he  carried  out  his  duties,  and  as  to  the 
way  he  grappled  with  crime  and  outrage 
in  Ireland.  I  now  call  upon  him,  in  con- 
formity with  what  he  has  said,  to  take 
the  steps  which  he  called  upon  us  to 
take.  The  noble  Earl  has  stated  that 
the  condition  of  the  country  was  a  hun- 
dredfold worse  than  when  he  had  charge 
of  the  Gk>Temment.  *^  Boycotting*'  and 
the  National  League  are  inextricably 
iuTolved  with  one  another  in  Ireland. 
It  is  said  that  rents  in  some  parts  of  Ire- 
land are  collected ;  but  that  is  not  where 
the  National  League  exists.  The  two 
things  are  connected  in  a  manner  which 
shows  the  importance  of  dealing  with 
one  and  the  other.  I  do  not  want  to 
say  more  at  this  hour  of  the  evening ; 
but  I  call  upon  the  noble  Earl  to  see 
that  law  ana  order  are  enforced  without 
delay,  and  without  waiting  for  the  policy 
which  some  time  or  other  is  to  come  forth 
from  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment. 

Thb  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Earl  Spekceb)  :  My  Lords, 
I  think  I  have  some  right  to  complain 
that  the  noble  Viscount  opposite  has  un- 
necesssrily  raised  a  question  of  consider* 
able  importance  without  having  given 
any  Notice  to  me  or  the  House  on  the 
subject.  No  doubt  the  question  is  one  of 
great  importance ;  but  I  only  came  down 
here  prepared  to  answer  the  Question 
Traced  upon  the  Paper  by  the  noble 
viscount.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  tell 
your  Lordships  what  Returns  the  Oo- 
vemment  are  ready  to  give  with  respect 
to  intimidation  and  outrages  and  the 
like  in  Ireland ;  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  follow  the  noble  Viscount  in  a  matter 
which  really  involves  the  whole  question 
of  the  policy  of  the  Qovemment  in  Ire- 
landy  and  I  am  certainly  not  bound  to 
do  so  on  a  casual  Question.  If  I  followed 
the  noble  Viscount  it  would  carry  me 
through  the  whole  policy  of  the  Qovem- 
ment, and  I  am  certainly  not  prepared 
to  go  into  that  to-night.  The  noble 
Viscount,  after  referring  to  what  passed 
the  other  night  in  this  House,  said  he 
was  not  going  to  try  to  draw  out  the 
Members  of  the  Qovemment  with  regard 


to  their  policy.  I  cannot  congratulate 
him  on  having  carried  out  his  expressed 
intention ;  for  he  did,  I  think,  try  very 
hard  to  put  the  case  in  such  a  way  that 
I  should  disclose  the  policy  of  the  Qo- 
vemment with  reg^ard  to  this  subject. 
The  statement  I  made  on  the  first  even- 
ing of  the  Session  in  this  House  I  have 
not  now  with  me.  I  did  not  think  that 
this  matter  was  coming  on  to-night,  and 
therefore  I  did  not  have  the  opportunity 
of  referring,  as  the  noble  Viscount  had, 
to  what  I  said  on  that  occasion ;  and 
if  I  make  some  mistakes  I  must  throw 
the  blame  upon  him  for   not  having 

fVen  me  Notice.  My  recollection  is  that 
pressed  the  Qovemment  to  give  in- 
formation as  to  the  condition  of  Ireland 
at  the  time  I  was  then  speaking.  I  be- 
lieve I  then  stated,  though  the  report 
read  by  the  noble  Lord  does  not  bear 
this  out,  that  if  we  went  by  the  ac- 
counts in  the  newspapers  such  and  such 
a  state  of  things  bad  occurred.  I 
therefore  pressed  the  Gk>vemment  to 
give  us  reliable  information.  If  the  news- 
paper accounts  were  true  I  said  the 
state  of  intimidation  in  Ireland  was  ten* 
fold,  perhaps  one-hundredfold,  worse 
than  what  it  was  when  I  had  the  honour 
and  responsibility  of  government  in  that 
country.  I  believe  what  I  pressed  for 
then  was  for  reliable  information  as  to 
the  state  of  social  order  in  Ireland,  and 
that  was  a  perfectly  legitimate  matter 
upon  which  to  question  the  Qovemment. 
I  do  not  at  all,  therefore,  blame  thenoble 
Viscount  for  pressing  me  and  the  Qo- 
vemment to  give  this  information ;  and  I 
am  quite  ready  on  the  part  of  the  Qo- 
vemment, if  this  will  satisfy  him,  to 
give  a  Return  showing  the  number  of 
cases  of  intimidation  which  have  taken 
place  under  the  ordinary  law  since  the 
espiration  of  the  Crimes  Act  last  year — 
distinguishing  between  the  cases  dis- 
posed of  at  the  Petty  Sessions  and 
Assises  and  those  made  the  subject  of 
indictment,  with  the  number  of  con- 
victions. This  is  the  utmost  we  can  do 
with  regard  to  intimidation.  The  ques- 
tion of  '' Boycotting"  is  rather  a  new 
one  for  official  Retums.  We  are  quite 
ready  to  give  information  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Irish  Qovemment  as  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  are  *' Boy- 
cotted." I  believe  we  have  Retums 
which  were  made  up  to  the  time  when 
I  was  leaving  Office.  They  were  quite 
new  Returns;  therefore  I  am  not  sure 
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that  ire  thotild  relj  upon  them  in  ao  pre- 
« :«•  a  manner  as  on  thoso  which  are  actual 
ca«ee  tried  before  the  magistrates  and  the 
I^w  Conrta.  The  Rcturos  of  the  latter 
rases,  of  course,  are  perfectly  reliable. 
Hut  if  the  House  thinks  it  desirable 
that  we  should  givo  the  Returns  I  refer 
t->  I  shall  be  perfectlj  ready  to  lay  them 
«m  the  Tablft.  They  are  submitted  by 
the  best  officers  in  the  country,  and 
th<»y  r<»fi»r  to  persons  that  were  "  Boy- 
ctittwt*'  on  specified  dates— ^n  the  30th 
of  Juae.  aOih  of  September,  and  the 
31st  of  December  in  last  year.  Then 
the  noble  Tiscount,  referring  to  the 
Atatemont  in  "  another  place  "  of  a  right 
hon.  PoUeaguo  of  mine,  said  that  the 
<  *hief  Secretary  for  In^land  is  g'>ing  to 
take  the  place  of  tho  Tourts  of  Law,  and 
M-ttlo  what  are  proper  and  what  are 
i  mproper  decriH's  for  the  military  and 
piiUce  to  put  in  force.  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  Chief  Secretary  has  said 
anythiog  of  the  sort.  What  he  did  say 
was  that  when  a  requi^t  was  made  for 
the  military  to  be  odled  in  he  should 
c  arefully  coosid«T  whether  neccA^ity  for 
the  uar  of  the  military  arose  or  not.  Ho 
did  not  say  that  with  regard  to  the 
It'iyal  Irish  Constabulary,  but  simply 
made  the  statement  with  reference  to 
the  Military  Forces.  I  will  read  the 
ptrt  of  hta  speech  which  has  reference 
to  this  matter.    He  says^ 

^  WKtU  ««  tlull  Im  Tory  csrvful  to  exact 
r  «|i«ci  ftic  U«.  and  rtxy  carvfal  to  i^  thsl 
9  %rrt  99}tux\  of  th«t  Qoe^o  hM  all  tho«»  rights 
t  vkich  hm  it  Iri^Ily  ratitlrd,  it  will  l««  our 
'X^ij  lo  look  into  th«  cams  as  the)*  aria**,  and  in 
BO  oasa  «h«ff»  It  can  poaaibly  bo  avoidaid  ahall 
«o  bs  taelinod  to  raa)ft  to  military  locco.*' 

Now,  I  do  not  know  whethi*r  the  noble 
Vis(x>unt  will  differ  from  that.  Will 
ho  sa^  that  the  military  should  be 
us«*i  in  the  defenco  of  the  civil  p  iwer 
on  all  occasions?  I  mutt  confess  that 
during  the  years  I  had  tho  honour  of 
being  Iy>rd  Lioutooaut  I  always  thought 
It  n  rery  grare  thing  indeed  when  it 
was  neci'teary  to  aeud  the  military  in 
support  of  the  civil  power.  It  was  a 
most  undesirable  thins  to  do.  Where 
It  was  expected  that  obstruction  would 
take  place,  I  always  preft* rr(<4l  to  fi*nd 
aa  large  a  force  of  police  as  pOMible 
rather  than  of  militanr,  whether  In- 
fantry or  Oiralry.  That  is  what  I 
understand  my  right  hoo.  Friend  to 
He  did  not  aay  that  he  wonid 
use  the  Poieee  of   the  Qaeen. 


What  he  did  say  was  that  he  would 
look  into  erery  case  to  see  whether  there 
was  any  necessity  for  bringing  theee 
Forces  into  use.  I  confees  that  that 
seems  to  me  a  Tery  different  thing  from 
that  which  the  noble  Yiacount  has 
stated.  As  far  as  reluctance  to  use 
these  Forces  is  concerned,  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  Chief  Secretary. 

The  Mabqusss  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  there  is  a  remarkable  con- 
trast between  the  anxiety  shown  by 
noble  Lords  opposite  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Session  not  to  allow  one  or  two 
days  to  intenrene  before  a  policy  was 
Announced  and  their  demana  now  that 
we  should  abstain  from  any  questions  as 
to  a  policy  eren  upon  matters  that  affect 
life  and  property  in  Ireland  until  the 
ma^cal  1  st  of  April  arrives.  But  if  Her 
Majesty's  OoTemment  will  not  announce 
to  us  any  policy  I  wish  that  they  would 
carry  that  system  of  silence  and  reticence 
out  completely.  The  policy  which  might 
convey  some  comfort  and  consolation  to 
the  Loyal  Party  in  Ireland  is  scrupulously 
kept  back,  while  a  policy  suitable  for 
the  constunption  of  the  National  League 
is  announced  in  the  other  House.  A 
'*uo-rent  manifesto**  has  been  announced 
by  Mr.  Morley — at  least,  that  is  the  way 
in  which  it  will  be  interpreted  by  the 
tenanta  of  Ireland.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  portions  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  Moriey 
will  bear  the  interpretations  put  upon 
them  by  the  noble  Earl ;  but  there  are 
other  portions  which  will  be  abstracted 
and  circulated  and  sent  about  to  the 
encouragement  of  tenants  who  abstain 
from  fulfilling  their  legal  contracta  by 
conveying  to  their  minds  that  those  legal 
contracta  will  not  be  enforced  unless 
the  Chief  Secretary,  a  known  sympathixer 
with  Mr.  Pamell,  considers  them  to  be 
desirable  and  equitable.  These  are  the 
words  of  Mr.  Morley— 

*'I>«cftw««  which,  on  the  groond  of  poblto 
fn^\'\^y  aa  wfll  aa  that  of  equity,  oujr  seem  in* 
a«i%iaabU  or  uanrceaaaiT'.** 

Now,  there  has  been  a  strong  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  noble  I'Isri  to  convert  this 
statement  of  Mr.  Moriey  into  a  much 
more  innocent  statement  to  the  effect  that 
he  would  be  very  reluctant,  unless  it  waa 
necefnary,  ^>  use  military  force.  But 
that  is  not  what  Mr.  Morley  said.  Mo%t 
of  us,  nay  all  of  us,  are  very  reluctant  to 
employ  military  force  where  tt  is  not 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  compelling 
fulfilment  of  contracU.   But  Mr.  Morley 
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olaims  a  totally  different  liberty,  not  to 
consider  whether  military  force  is  neces- 
sary for  the  fulfilment  of  contracts,  but 
to  consider  whether  a  contract  in  itself 
is  one  which  is  equitable,  or  which  public 
policy  requires  should  be  fulfilled  after 
the  Court  of  Law  had  established  the 
legality  of  the  demands,  and  to  withhold 
military  force  as  unnecessary  if  the  con- 
tract should  not  approve  itsolf  to  Mr. 
Morley's  judgment.  That  is  going  from 
a  state  of  law  to  a  state  of  absolute  go- 
vernment, and  is  taking  away  the  deci- 
sion of  contracts  from  the  Courts  of  Law 
and  giving  it  into  the  hands  of  a  Parlia- 
mentary officer  deeply  prejudiced  against 
one  of  the  classes  that  take  part  in  these 
contracts.  I  can  very  well  fancy  that 
Her  Majesty's  Govern ment  are  very  loth 
to  accept  such  a  doctrine,  and  deeply 
regret  that  it  should  have  been  an- 
nounced by  their  Chief  Secretary.  But 
I  must  say  that  I  think  we  require  a 
more  clear  assurance  that  the  policy 
which  his  words  appear  to  sanction  will 
not  be  in  effect  carried  out.  We  require 
an  assurance  that  the  military  will  be 
employed,  if  it  be  necessary,  in  order  to 
exact  the  fulfilment  of  contracts,  whether 
these  contracts  are  in  equity  or  in  policy 
pleasing  to  Mr.  Morley  or  not.  That  is 
the  dangerous  part  of  the  announcement 
that  has  been  made.  I  confess  that  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  Government  are 
accepting  a  very  deep  responsibility 
when  they  refuse  not  for  a  few  days,  but 
for  six  weeks,  to  announce  any  policy  at 
all  with  respect  to  the  maintenance  of 
law  and  the  preservation  of  life  and 
property  in  Ireland.  At  all  events,  if 
they  do  refuse  such  an  enactment,  let 
them  repudiate  in  clear  language  the 
most  unfortunate  invitation  which  the 
authorized  Bepresentative  of  the  Irish 
Government  has  addressed  to  the  Irish 
tenants  not  to  pay  rents  wherever  those 
rents  do  not  approve  themselves  to  the 
policy  of  Mr.  Morley. 

FBESHWATSRFISnSBIXS  (EELS)  BILL  [b.L.] 
A  Bill  to  declare  the  meening  of  section 
eleven  of  the  Freshwater  Fisherioe  Act,  1878. 
■0  far  as  regards  Eels^Was  prtsmttd  by  The 
Lord  Thnrlow;  read  1«.     (No.  16.) 

Home  adjourned  at  a  qoarter  past 

BeTen  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 

a  qnatter  paat  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF   OOMMONS, 
Monday^  22nd  F^ntartf,  1S86. 


MINUTES.]— Nbw  Mvxbbr  Swork— William 
Henry  O'Shea,  eeqaire, /or  Galway  Borough. 

Select  Coxmittbbs — Parliamontary  Procedore, 
appointed;  Endowed  Schools  Acta,  mppoinUd  ; 
Kitchen  and  Kefreehment  Rooms  (House  of 
Commons),  appointed  and  nominated. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee — JUeoimtiome 
[February  19J  reported, 

Pbivatb  Bill  (6y  Order)"Second  JZ#aA'iif— 
Bedford  and  Peterborough  Railway.* 

Pcblic  Bills  —  Ordered  —  First  Reading  — 
Rivers  PurificaUon*  [101];  Mines*  [102]: 
Hyde  Park  Corner  (New  RtreeU}*  [103]; 
Leaseholds  (Facilities  of  Purchase  of  Fee 
Simple)*  ri04];  Removal  Terms  (Burghs) 
(Scotland)  Act  (1881)  Amendment*  [105]; 
Corrupt  Practices  (^ilnnicipal  Elections) 
(Scotland)*  [106];  Qlebe  Lands  (Ireland) 
AcU  Continuance  *  [1071;  Coal  Mines  Regn- 
Ution  Act  (1872)  Amendment*  [108]:  Real 
Assets  Administration  *  ^109]. 

8ee<md  JUmdin^—Jjuxd  Registry  [91]. 

QUESTIONS. 

0 

POLITICAL  MEETINGS— SPEECH  OF 
MR.  CHAMBERLAIN—"  RANSOM." 

Babon  henry  DE  worms  :  I  be^ 
to  give  Notice  that  on  Thorsday  I  shall 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  GK>Tem* 
meot  Board,  Whether  he  has  seen  the 
following  passage  in  Mr.  Bums*  speech 
in  Hyde  Park  yesterday  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Social  Democratic  Federation : — 

**  Ton  are  told  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  that  the 
day  has  oome  when  property  should  pay  ran* 
som  to  those  from  whom  property  has  been 
stolen ; " 

and,  whether  the  quotation  is  correct, 
and  conveys  the  riews  expressed  by  the 
right  hon.  GcDtlemon  ? 

The  president  (Mr.  Joseph 
Chamberlain ) :  I  will  spare  the  hon. 
Member  the  trouble  of  putting  the 
Question  down.  The  quotation  la  not 
correct. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  (IRELAND;— 
ESTATE  OP  COLONEL  CLIVE. 

Mb.  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  tme  that 
Colonel  the  honourable  George  Windsor 
Windser  QiTe  has  sued  Bryan  Byrne, 
Bailyland,  and  other  tenants  apon  hie 
estate  in  the  Dondalk  dinsion  of  the 
county  Loatb,  for  thia  hanging  gale  da« 
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1*1  Nov8mb«r  last;  whether  il  is  the 
tmoi  lliat  in  former  aod  comparftdTely 
proapwoas  J88r8  Mid  haogtng  gale 
bM  aol  b8Mi  aaked  from  said  tonants 
ootil  aiz  months  after  the  daj  on  vhich 
it  b«eame  legally  due;  whether  he  is 
atrare  that  this  will  make  the  third  half* 
Tear*s  rent  with  law  c*osts  which  has 
been  demanded  by  Colonel  Clire  daring 
tlie  (for  farmers)  admittedly  disastrous 
year,  18H6;  and,  whether,  in  riew  of 
the  great  Cslltng  off  in  the  prices  of 
agricultural  produce,  it  is  the  intention 
of  Iler  Majesty's  Oovemment  to  take 
steps  for  reltoTing  the  distress  of  Irish 

The  CH  IEF  8EC?RCTART  (Mr.  Johk 
MoatXT) :  A  communication  has  bi*en 
made  to  mo  to-day  by  Colonel  Clive 
which  does  not  coincide  with  the  infor- 
mation which  had  previously  reached 
me ;  and  if  the  hon.  Member  wishes  to 
pr«His  that  part  of  his  Question,  I  must 
a%k  htm  to  postpone  it  till  further  in- 
ouiry  has  be««n  made.  With  regard  to 
tne  general  question  raised  in  the  last 
paragraph.  I  will  ask  the  hoD.  Gentle- 
man to  {KMtpone  the  matter  until^  a 
future  day,  as  I  am  in  (^)mmunication 
with  the  authorities  in  Dublin  on  tho 
subject. 

ARMS  ACT  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  lewis  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  Whether  the  Act  restrict- 
lag  the  possession  of  arms  in  Ireland 
does  not  expire  on  the  1st  June  next ; 
and,  whether  the  Qovemment  intend  to 
introdoce  at  an  early  date  a  Bill  to  re- 
new or  extend  its  provisions  ? 

Toe  CHIEF  BEiKETABY  roa 
IRELAND  Mr.  Jmiir  Moslry)  :  My 
right  hon.  Frivnd  has  asked  me  to 
snswf«r  this  Question.  The  Act  will  ex- 
I»tre  on  June  1  next,  I  lM»lieve ;  but  it 
would  be  quite  premature  for  mo  ti> 
make  any  announcemoot  now  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Uoremment  with  resp<n.t 
to  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS  gave  Notice  that  he 
wonld  repeat  the  Question  on  that  day 
fortnight. 

METRopiiUS-U>NlH»N   LIVERY  0*M. 
rANlKS^LEWIsiLATlON. 

Mb.  HDWELL  a^ked  the  Secretary 
of  Scale  for  the  Home  Department,  If 
he  tnteods  to  introdnee  a  Bill  to  give 
to  the  Report  of  the  laU  Royal 
OB  the  City  (hailds  ? 


Tmb  secretary  or  STATE  ,Mr. 
Cbxldsrs)  :  My  hon.  Friend  is  probably 
aware  that  in  1S85  a  Bill  on  this  subject 
was  introduced  by  the  then  Preeident  of 
the  Local  Goremment  Board.  I  shall 
confer  with  my  right  hon.  Friend  who 
now  holds  that  Office  as  to  the  re-iutro* 
duction  of  that  or  a  similar  Bill. 

INDUSTRIAL  DWELLINGS  ACT,  UM~ 
DISUSED  PRISONS,  METROPOLIS. 

Ma.  OKNT-DAVIS  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Ma« 
jesty's  (fovemment  to  take  steps  at  an 
early  date  in  order  that  the  disused  pri- 
sons in  the  Metropolis  named  in  the 
Dwellings  Act  of  1885  may  be  de- 
molished, and  that  remunerative  occupa- 
tion for  workmen  as  well  as  decent  and 
cheap  house  accommodation  for  the  poor 
mav  be  provided  by  the  erection  of 
artisans'  awellings  on  the  sites  of  these 
prisons  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  fob 
TUE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
CuiLDERs"  (who  replied)  said :  The  only 
two  prisons  of  those  named  in  the  Act  of 
IHH5  which  have,  up  to  the  present.  bot»n 
tinally  discontioueu  are  Co  Id  bath  Fields 
and  Clerkenwell.  Tressury  sanction  has 
been  ssked,  but  not  yet  received,  for  the 
Hale  by  auction  of  Coldbath  Fields.  The 
Middlesex  Justices  have  not  yet  decided 
whether  to  acc^ept  or  refuse  the  re-con- 
veyance of  ClerkenwelL  With  regard 
to  tho  other  two  prisons  named  in  the 
Act,  Pentmville  will  not  be  disoontinucd, 
and  the  fate  of  Millbank  is  not  yet  de- 
cided upon. 

NAVY— THE  ROTAL  YACHT 
••  OSBORNE." 

Ma.  GOITRLEY  arked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  If  it  be  true  that  the 
Royal  Yarht  Oshoms  is  about  to  undergo 
extensive  alterations ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  be  good  enough  to  inform  the 
House  the  nature  and  estimated  cost  of 
the  ssme;  also  the  total  amount  ex- 
pended on  repairs,  alterations,  and  deco- 
rations upon  ship  snd  engine-room  since 
the  period  when  originally  commis- 
si our  d  y 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY  (Mr.  Uiudeiit:  :  The  0«W«# 
is  nut  about  to  undergo  extensive  altera- 
tions. A  sum  of  £4,619  was  approved 
on  December  U  last  for  annual  refit  of 
hall,   maohinefT,  masts,  yards,  boals» 
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rigging,  and  stores.  This  amount  in- 
cludes £777  for  providing  extra  accom- 
modation on  the  bridge,  and  £54  for 
five  other  small  alterations.  The  sums 
expended  on  account  of  repairs,  altera- 
tions, and  decorations  of  the  ship  and 
engine-room  since  the  date  of  her  com- 
pletion for  sea  are  as  follows,  completed 
in  1874:— Hull,  £52,509;  machinery, 
£19,044 ;  masts,  boati<,  rigging,  stores, 
&o.,  £32,066  ;  total,  £103,619.  A  Par- 
liamentary Beturn  of  April  27,  1883 
(157)  gives  a  great  deal  of  detailed  in- 
formation about  this  vessel. 

PALACE  OP  WESTMINSTER— THE 
NATIONAL  ENSIGN. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  the 
hoisting  of  the  National  Ensign  over  the 
Palace  of  Westminster  during  the  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament ;  and,  if  there  would 
be  no  objection,  whether  he  would  give 
orders  to  have  it  so  hoisted  ? 

The  lord  op  the  TREASURY 
(Mr.  Levesox  Qower)  (who  replied) 
said  :  Technically  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment are  a  Royal  Palace  comprising  the 
old  and  new  Palaces  of  Westminster. 
When  the  Sovereign  is  present  in  the 
House  the  Royal  Ensign  is  hoisted  on 
the  Victoria  Tower,  ifo  other  ensign 
could  be  properly  hoisted. 

POST  OFFICE    (PARCELS  POST)— CAR- 
RIAGE  OF   PARCELS  IN  SUBURBAN 
AND  RURAL  DISTRICTS. 
Ma.  BOORD  asked  the  Financial  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury,  What  provision 
is  made  for  the  carriage  of  packages 
transmitted  by  the  Parcels  Post  in  sub- 
urban and  rural  districts ;  and,  whether 
any  extra  remuneration  is  given  to  letter 
carriers  who,  in  addition  to  their  usual 
burthen,  have  to  carry  heavy  parcels  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  U.  H.  Fowlbk),  in  reply, 
said,  that  the  wages  of  rural  postmen  did 
not  vary  with  the  weight  carried,  but 
with  the  distance  traversed  and  the  time 
occupied.  The  maximum  weight  was  35 
lbs.,  which  gradually  diminished  as  the 
postman  went  on. 

POST  OFFICE— THE  POSTAL  UNION— 
EXTENSION  TO  AUSTRALASIA. 

Mb.  J.   H.  HEATON  (for   Mr.  J.. 
HxmmxB)  asked  the  Financial  Secre- ! 
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tary  to  the  Treasury,  What  is  the  oanse 
of  the  delay  in  the  extension  of  the 
Postal  Union  system  to  Australasia; 
and,  is  there  a  probability  of  the  present 
high  rate  of  postage  on  letters  to  and 
from  the  Australasian  Colonies  being 
reduced  in  a  short  time  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H,  H.  Fowleb),  in  reply, 
said,  it  was  not  intended  to  lower  the 
rate  of  postage  to  the  Coloniea ;  and  no 
intimation  had  been  received  that  the 
Colonies  themselves  desired  any  change 
to  be  made. 

EGYPT  —  ARlf ED  STEAMERS  ON  THE 

NILE. 

Mb.  OOURLEY  asked  the  SecreUry 
to  the  Admiralty,  How  many  shallow 
water  armed  fighting  steamers  are  at 
present  engaged  in  patrolling  the  Nile, 
and,  whether,  at  its  next  rising,  it  is  in- 
tended that  a  flotilla  of  portable  armed 
steam  craft  shall  be  despatched  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  river  of  hostile  tribes  between  Wady 
Haifa,  Dongola,  and  Berber? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Campbell  -  BA^nrsBMAN) : 
With  the  hon.  Member's  permission,  I 
will  reply  to  this  Question.  The  Nile 
is  at  present  patrolled  by  four  armed 
shallow-water  steamers,  all  stem-wheel- 
ers^-the  Lotus  and  Shahan  above  Wady 
Haifa,  and  the  Tamai  and  El  T*h  be- 
tween that  place  and  Assouan.  Two 
other  vessels  for  this  duty  have  been 
sent  out  and  have  arrived  at  Alex- 
andria. I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  Oorernment 
as  that  indicated  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
Question. 

COAST  DEFENCES— DEFENCE  OF  THE 
COAST  OF  DURHAM. 

SiB  HENRY  HAVELOCK-ALLAN 
a^lced  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
What  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry 
out  the  official  recommendations  recently 
made  for  the  Yoluoteer  Naval  and  Tor- 
pedo Defence  of  the  Wear  and  the  Tees, 
and  the  intermediate  coast  line  of  South- 
Esst  Durham  ? 

Thb  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
CAMPBELL-BAmrBBMAK):  Establishments 
for  submarine  mining  are  in  process  of 
construction  on  the  Tees  and  Tyne 
Stores  and  vessels  hare  been  pozchaaed 
for  the  submarine  mining  defaneea  of 
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tboM  iiTtrt,  and  ako  of  the  AVoar.  In 
nddttion  to  the  deftnoe  ottablithmeoU, 
negotiations  arti  in  progress  for  the  pur- 
cliaas  at  Middlosbrough  of  a  site  on 
wlurh  to  eroct  batldiogi  where  instruo- 
tion  ean  be  given  in  tubmarine  mining. 
<  hi  the  TjTDe  a  local  Yoluoteor  Force  for 
•obnarine  mining  has  been  raised,  and 
has  already  been  onee  trained  in  con- 
jnnction  with  a  section  of  the  coast  bat- 
talion of  Royal  Engineers. 

ABMY  (ORDNAV   KJ   DEPABTMENT— 
AMMDNmOK. 

Mn.  C  ABB  cm  asked  the  SeoreUrj 
of  8tat«  for  War,  If  the  statement  in 
TV  TVmm  of  the  6tl&  Fobmarj  is  cor- 
rect, thai  the  late  OoTernment  hare 
riven  an  order  to  the  firm  of  Messieurs 
William  Armttrong  and  CompaoT  for 
half  a  million's  worth  of  shot  and  uiell ; 
and,  if  so,  can  he  state  for  which  guns 
tliST  are  intended  ? 

Tni  8E<^RETABY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
CxiirBEix-BAXifBaxAx) :  No,  Sir;  the 
■taleiaent  is  not  correct. 

8C0TLAKD  -  REPRESBNTATIOK  OF 
THE  PEOPLE  ACT  —  POLLING 
PI«.\CKS    IN    ARGYLLSHIRE. 

Ma.  MACFAULANE  asked  the  Lord 
Adfoeate,  If  he  will  laj  upon  the  Table 
aaj  corrsapondence  thai  maj  have 
passed  between  the  late  Secretary  for 
8c(»tland  and  the  late  Lord  Advocate 
and  Sheriff  of  Ar^jlUhire,  having  re- 
ference to  the  polling  places  in  that 
count  J? 

Th«  lord  advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BAUrivra} :  It  is  not  usual  to  laj  upon 
the  Tsble  of  the  House  official  Corre- 
spoodenct*  of  this  kind ;  but  I  know  that 
mj  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
late  Lord  Advocate  will  be  very  glad  to 
answer  any  Questions  upon  the  subject 
•  >  far  a9  it  relat«^  t>  his  period  of  Office, 
and  I  thall  be  glad  to  do  so  in  so  far  as 
it  r«*lat4*s  to  mine. 

INDlA-RELIOlors  PRoVlMloNt»*-PRO. 

TESTAKT  iMAPLAlNrt  AND 

CATHOLIC  PRIFXrs. 

Ma.  IN>NALD  SULLIVAN  asked 
the  Secrstarr  of  Suti«  for  War,  ^Vliether 
it  ia  a  fad  tJMt,  while  IVotastant  Chap- 
laina  with  the  Army  in  India  are  allowed 
fall  pajr  when  they  fall  ill,  and  when 
they  take  their  vaeatiott,  Catholic  Chap- 
laias  under  similar  ctroomstaiMsa  afede- 


of  all  par ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  take  immediate  steps  to  remedy  the 
unequal  treatment  of  the  Catholic  Chap- 
lains? 

Th»  under  SEdRETAHT  of 
state  for  INDIA  (Sir  U<iiitiisd  Kay- 
SiiriTLiwoaTii;  (who  replied)  said  : 
Chaplains  on  the  Indian  Establishment 
— that  is,  I*rotostant  chaplains— aro 
QoTemment  serrants  appointed  by  the 
State.  As  such,  ther  reoeire,  under  the 
proTisions  of  the  Leare  Code,  allow- 
ances when  on  leave,  whether  with  or 
without  medical  certificate.  The  Roman 
Catholic  priests  who  minister  to  the 
British  troops  in  India  are  not  OoTem- 
ment  senrants,  and  are  not  appointed  by 
the  State.  The  OoTemment  merely  pays 
them  certain  allowances  for  the  minis- 
trations which  they  afford  to  the  soldiers ; 
but  beyond  this  they  have  no  connection 
with  the  State.  I  am  not  aware  that  they 
are  deprived  of  all  pay  when  casually 
preTcnted  by  sickness  from  doing  duty. 
The  question  of  the  position  of  Koman 
Catholic  priests  in  India  was  carefully 
considerea  in  1876,  and  the  matter  was 
then  placed  on  the  footing  on  which  it 
now  stands.  The  details  of  the  arrange- 
ment are  to  be  found  in  Return  No.  243 
of  1876. 

ARMY  (SMALL  ARMS: -USE  OF 
GERMAN  STEEL  FOR  SWORD  BLADES. 

Mb.  CARBUTT  asked  the  SecreUry  of 
Stata  for  War,  If  the  statement  about 
Cafalry  swords  in  Th  Timu  of  the  16th 
instant  is  authoritatiTS ;  if  so,  can  he 
state  why  the  contractor  should  apply  for 
leave  to  use  Oerman  steel  when  our  own 
factory  at  Enfield  found  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  English  steel ;  whether  the 
application  had  been  refused ;  whether  it 
is  a  fact  that,  in  addition  to  the  blades 
coming  from  Germany,  the  hilts  and 
scabbards  were  also  made  and  fitted 
thero ;  whether,  in  future,  he  will  take 
care  the  swords  are  made  in  England, 
as,  according  to  the  War  Office  state- 
ment, there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
suitable  steel  in  Sheffield ;  and,  whether 
he  will  issue  the  promised  Report  at  once 
as  so  many  swords  and  bayonets  have 
proved  defective  ? 

Thi  secretary  or  STATE  (Mr. 
CAMpaBLL-BAViiKnMAV) :  Yes,  Sir;  the 
statement  referred  to  is  authoritative. 
The  contractor  stated  that  he  was  unable 
to  complete  the  number  of  swords  he  had 
to  sopply  without,  to  some  extant,  am* 
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plojdog  Solingen  blades,  and  applied  for 
permiaeion  to  do  so.  This  permission 
nas  been  granted,  as  his  contract  only 
binds  him  to  supply  swords  which  shall 
stand  certain  tests.  The  order  which 
was  gifen  from  theWar  Office  to  Solingen 
to  complete  the  required  quantity  which 
cotdd  not  be  obtained  in  England  is  for 
swords  with  scabbards  complete.  Orders 
for  swords  hare  not  been  given,  and  will 
not  be  giTcn,  to  the  foreign  trade  when 
the  number  required  within  a  given  time 
can  be  procured  from  the  home  trade 
aided  by  the  Government  factorv  at 
Enfield.  The  promised  Beport  will  not 
be  complete  until  all  the  swords  and 
bayonets  shall  have  been  tested,  which 
we  hope  will  be  accomplished  in  a  few 
weeks. 

GOVERNMENT  OP  LONDON- 
LEGISLATION. 

Mb.  CSEMEB  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  If  the 
Oovernment  intend  at  an  early  date  to 
introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  Oo- 
vernment of  London  ? 

Thb  SEOBETABY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Ohildebs)  :  The  hon.  Member  is  pro- 
bably unaware  that  on  Friday  I  an- 
swered an  identical  Question.  I  stated 
then  that  it  was  out  of  my  power  to 
make  any  definite  statement  on  this  sub- 
ject at  present. 

EGYPT— THE  SLAVE  TRADE— THE 
CONVENTION  OF  1877. 

Mb.  OOUBLEY  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  Convention  made  between 
Italy  and  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the 
21st  December  last,  relative  to  the  Con- 
vention entered  into  by  Egypt,  on  the 
4th  Angust  1877,  for  the  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade  is  to  be  enforced,  or 
remain  comparatively  a  dead  letter  ? 

TheUNDEBSECBETABYofSTATE 
(Mr.  Bbtcb)  :  The  document  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  is  not  a  Conven- 
tion, but  a  Declaration  recording  the  ad- 
hesion of  Italy  to  the  Convention  of  the 
4tb  of  August,  1877,  between  Oreat  Bri- 
tain and  Egypt.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  Slave  Trade  Act  of  1873  the  De- 
claration must  be  applied  by  Order  in 
Council.  The  Order  is  in  course  of  pre- 
paration, and  as  soon  as  it  is  issued  the 
Declaration  as  regards  this  country  will 
•at«r  into  f oroe. 


PIERS   AND    HABBOURS    (IBELAND)— 
ARKLOW  HABBOUR  WOBKS. 

Mb.  W.  J.  COBBET  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  If  he  will  lay  the 
Beport  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  C.E.,  on  the 
condition  of  the  Arklow  Harbour  works, 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  CHIEF  SEOBETABY  f.>b  IBE- 
LAND (Mr.  JoBK  Moblbt)  (who  re- 
plied) said  :  I  shall  be  happy  to  lay  a 
copy  of  this  Beport  on  the  Table  if  my 
hon.  Friend  will  move  for  it 


LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IBELAND)— CASE 
OF  MICHAEL  8T0BEY. 

Mb.  W.  J.  COBBET  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  he  has  seen  a  report  of 
the  observations  of  Mr.  Darley»  the 
County  Court  Judge,  in  delivering  judg- 
ment, at  the  recent  quarter  sessions  held 
in  Wicklow,  in  the  case  of  Michael 
Storey,  in  which  he  said — 

"  It  was  a  rery  aerioiu  matter  to  aead  this 
man  to  gaol  without  the  option  of  a  fine,  to  tend 
him  to  gaol  for  nx  months  (with  hard  labonr), 
because  he  put  his  hand  against  a  policeman, 
sa3rtng«  <  I  won*t  allow  yon  to  cross  my  land,* 
was  monstrous,  and  the  moment  the  policeman 
remonstrated,  and  said  he  would  arrest  him,  it 
was  admitted  he  allowed  the  policeman  to 
pass 


»» 


whether  the  decision  of  the  magistrates 
was  reversed,  and  a  fine  of  £ft  imposed 
on  Mr.  Storey ;  and,  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  he  will  advise  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  take  any  notice  of  the 
conduct  of  Messrs.  Truell,  Acton,  and 
Barton,  the  magistrates  who  presided  on 
the  occasion,  and  at  the  same  time  take 
steps  to  have  the  fine  remitted,  or  re- 
duced to  such  an  amount  as  would  be 
sufficient  penalty  for  the  offence  of  a 
'*  constructive  assault  f  " 

The  CHIEF  8ECBETABY  (Mr.  Johx 
Morlxt)  :  I  believe  the  observations  of 
the  County  Court  Judge  are  correctly 
quoted.  The  question  of  the  action  of 
the  magistrates  in  the  case  is  one  for  the 
Lord  Chancellor ;  and  I  shall  forward  the 
Papers  to. him  with  a  view  to  his  dealing 
with  it.  With  regard  to  the  remission 
or  reduction  of  the  fine,  it  is  right  to 
observe  that  that  penalty  was  imposed 
by  the  Court  which  reviewed  and  re- 
versed the  decision  of  the  magistrates. 
However,  if  a  Memorial  on  the  sabjeet 
is  jpresented  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  it 
will  be  dolj  considered. 
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nrLAKD  RKVKKTE-PAY  OF  CUSTOMS 

OFnCEBS. 

Ma.  BAUMANN  Mked  Mr.  Clun- 
cdior  of  tho  Exohaquer,  If  it  it  true,  m 
•latod  by  Ths  StmUttrd  and  Ol^$  news- 
pMMn  of  Januanr  8th,  that  oxtontiTe 
rodactiona  aro  to  be  made  in  the  tealoe 
of  pay  fftTen  to  Ouatoma  Officera ;  and, 
if  to,  vhethar  oare  will  be  taken  in  ap- 
plying the  new  eoalea  to  inflict  no  injury 
on  the  proepects  of  promotion  of  the 
oAe«ra  now  on  the  establishment  who 
•ntirsd  the  aarrioe  under  eotirol;f  diffe- 
rent conditions,  but  to  confine  their  effect 
to  thoae  who  may  chooae  to  enter  the 
aerrice  koreafler  ? 

TnaCH  ANOELLOR  or  nia  EXCHE- 
QUEB  Sir  Wilujlm  IlARoouaT),  in 
rvply,  said,  that  certain  chaoges  were 
being  made  in  the  Customs  Department. 
No  one  woald  have  his  salary  reduced  in 
conaeqnenoe ;  but  he  would  not  gi?e  any 
pledge  that  some  modifications  might 
aol  be  made. 

crivk  asd  outrage  (luelaxd)- 
alle(;ei)  outraof^s  at  ru'ii- 
fori)8town.   clonakilty.    co. 

a)RK. 


Ma.  UOOPEB  adced  the  Chief 
tary  to  the  liord  Lioutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  his  attention  haa  been  called 
to  a  report  in  Tk0  CtL  Kismim^r  news- 
fiaper  of  a  recent  date  of  a  series  of 
alleged  ontraffea  oo  the  holding  of  Mr. 
John  Laeaa,  J.P.,  Bichfordstown  House, 
(nonaktlty,  county  Cork;  whether  the 
police  authorities  of  the  district  hare 
furnished  any  report  upon  the  aubiect, 
and,  if  so,  what  action,  if  an^,  has  been 
taken  in  oons^quence,  or  is  intended  to 
be  taken ;  and,  whether,  under  the  ex- 
traordiDary  circumstances  of  the  case. 
Her  Majeet>'s  (turemment  willcoosidur 
it  their  duty  to  order  a  full  local  inresti* 
gatiun  into  all  the  facta  ? 

Tea  CHIEF  Sl-XJRETARY  r  Mr.  Joiix 
MoaucT;:  I  hare  to  acknowledge  tho 
receipt  of  a  newspaper  cutting  which  the 
hon.  Member  was  good  enough  to  send 
me  in  reference  to  this  case.  The  Police 
Heport  of  the  maUer  baring  been  laid 
before  the  late  Attorney  Oenml  for  Ire- 
land, he  directed  that  aummonaea  ahould 
beiasaed  agaiaat  Mr.  Loeaa  and  hia  wife 
oa  the  charge  of  feloniooslr  setting  fire 
to  their  bouae ;  and  I  understand  that 
that  eharge  ia  being  heard  to-day.    The 


hon.  Member  wfll,  therefore,  not  aspect 
me  to  offer  any  opinion  on  the  case. 

P«>8T  OFFICE— DELIVERY  OF 
TELEGRAMS. 

Ma.  FOR  WOOD  asked  the  Secretaij 
to  the  Treasury,  Whether  tho  Post 
Office  have  seriously  delayed  the  deli- 
very of  telegrams,  when  addressed  in 
the  same  manner  as  letters,  which  are 
deliTered  in  course,  on  the  ground  that 
tho  telegrams  were  insufficiently  ad- 
dresMHl ;  whether  parties  complaining 
of  the  delay  in,  and,  in  some  cases,  non* 
delirery  of  telegrams  addn*ssed  in  a 
similar  manner  to  letters,  hare  been 
informed  that  "  a  direction  which  may 
bo  sufficient  for  a  lettor  is  not  suffix 
cient  for  a  telegram;''  and,  whether 
Her  Majeety's  Postmaster  General  ap* 

?roTes  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  the 
'ost  Office  officials ;  and,  if  so,  that  the 
House  may  be  informed  of  the  additional 
particulars  required  to  be  giren  on  tho 
address  of  a  telegram  beyond  what  are 
required  to  be  stated  on  the  address  of 
a  letter  ? 

Thi  secretary  to  tm  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  FowLKa^,  in  reply, 
aaid,  that  it  had  been  discorerea  at 
the  Post  Office  that  an  address  which 
might  be  sufficient  for  a  lotter  might 
be  insufficient  for  a  telegram.  A 
lotter  insufficientlr  addressed  miffht  pass 
into  the  hands  of  a  postman  who  nad 
others  to  delirer  to  the  same  person ; 
whereas  a  telegram  must  be  delivered 
by  a  messenger,  who,  perhaps,  had 
nerer  heard  the  name  of  tne  person  be- 
fore to  whom  it  waa  addrossM.  What 
was  required  was  an  address  which 
should  enable  the  messenger  to  delirer 
the  telegram,  even  without  the  name. of 
the  person  to  whom  it  waa  sent^  If  the 
hon.  Member  would  furnish  him  with 
the  particulars  of  grievance  he  would 
see  that  the  matter  should  be  inves- 
tigated. 

PARLIAMENT  —  PRIVILEGE  —  INTER. 
FEREXCB   OF  PEERS  IN    ELE<TION 
OF  MEMBERS  oF  TUI8  HOUSE. 
Ma.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  Mr.  Attor- 
ney  Oeneral,  with  reference  to  the  Re- 
solution of  this  House  which  declares — 

-  Thftt  it  is  a  high  infrinic«mf«t  of  tks  libcr- 
tlr«  and  prlvilt  gr*  of  tli«  (Vamoof  of  th*  Uail^ 
Kinirdom  for  say  Lord  of  PtflUiBrat  ....  to 
coacetn  himmtit  ia  the  sloctionof  Msmbsisto 
for  the  Co«BOM  ia  PMiisaMat 
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lor  any  Lord  Lieutenant  or  Goremor  of  any 
county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority  de- 
rived from  his  Commission  to  influence  the 
election  of  any  Member  to  serve  for  the  Com- 
mons in  Parliament ;  '* 

whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  action  of  the  Earl  of  Meath»  in 
reference  to  the  recent  election  for  the 
East  Wicklow  Division  of  the  county ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Lord  Meath, 
in  his  capacity  of  Her  Majesty's  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Wicklow, 
summoned  a  meeting  of  so-called  Loyal- 
ists, at  which  he  took  the  chair ;  irhe- 
ther  he  has  seen  a  report  of  Lord  Meath's 
speech  on  the  occasion,  in  which,  refer- 
ring to  the  election  about  to  be  held, 
he  spoke  of  the  honourable  Member  for 
Oork  City  as  the  leader  of  ''  Oommu- 
nists  '*  and  "  Anarchists,"  adding — 

"  He  was  not  bringing  forward  one-half  of 
the  villainous  projects  these  unscmpulouf  revo- 
lutionists sought  to  accomplish ; " 

whether  he  has  noticed  the  following 
passage  in  the  speech — 

'*  Thia  autocratic  leader  went  on  plainly  and 
without  reservation  to  educate  them  in  the  poli- 
tical doctrines  they  were  to  support.  First,  the 
land  of  the  country  was  to  be  taken  from  all 
landowners  and  applied  to  National  purposes. 
Secondly,  no  propoiy  of  any  description  was  to 
be  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  hands  of  any 
person;  '* 

whether  he  has  noticed  the  announce- 
ment made  to  the  meeting  by  Lord 
Meath,  who  read  a  letter  from  Earl  Fits- 
william,  in  which  it  was  stated — 

**  You  will  be  told  by  my  son  what  I  believe 
you  already  know,  that  I  should  wish  to  con- 
tribute to  the  election  expenses  of  any  candi- 
date approved  by  the  meeting," 

to  which  Lord  Meath  added — 

**  He  might  say  he  had  received  a  verv  large 
subscription  from  Earl  FitiwiUiam,  but  he 
was  not  at  present  at  Uberty  to  mention  the 
amount ;  '* 

whether  it  is  a  fact  that  sereral  other 
Peers,  including  Lord  Carysfort  and 
Lord  de  Vesci,  took  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings; and,  what  steps  ho  intends  to 
take  in  support  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  in  the  case  now  brought  under 
his  notice  ? 

Thi  attorney  general  (Mr. 
CuA&LVs  Russbll)  :  I  am  bound  to  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  it  does  not 
come  in  any  special  sense  within  the 
sphere  of  my  duty  to  interfere  in  regard 
to  this  Question,  which  would  more 
properly  be  addreesed  to  the  Leader  of 
the  House.    However,  in  courtesy  to 

Mr.  W.  J.  CorM 


the  hon.  Member,  I  may  say  that  I  un* 
derstand  that  the  speech  to  which  re- 
ference is  here  made  was  spoken  be* 
fore  the  issue  of  the  Writ  for  the  Elec- 
tion for  the  Eastern  DiTision  of  Wick- 
low ;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  it 
is  not  usual  to  take  any  notice  of  a  speech 
so  deliTored.  Indeed,  it  is  customary 
for  Members  of  the  House  of  Lords  be- 
longing to  the  two  great  political  Par- 
ties in  the  State  to  take  part  before  the 
issue  of  the  Writ  of  Election  by  address- 
ing public  meetings;  and  in  this  case 
the  speech  was,  I  understand,  deLirered 
before  the  issue  of  the  Writ. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  whether 
the  Attorney  General  would  take  into 
consideration  the  desirability,  in  order 
to  make  the  matter  plain,  of  inserting 
the  words,  "  after  the  issue  of  the  Writ,'' 
when  a  Motion  was  made  for  the  issue 
of  a  new  Writ? 

Mb.  CHARLES  RUSSELL :  That  is 
also  a  Question  which  would  be  more 
properly  addressed  to  the  Leader  of  the 
Mouse. 

ISLANDS  OF  THE  WESTERN  PACIFIC- 
THE  NEW  HEBRIDES. 

Mb.  BADEN-POWELL  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Is  there  any  Treaty  or  exchange 
of  assurances  between  England  and 
France  binding  both  Powers  to  respect 
the  independence  of  the  New  Hebrides 
and  of  Raiatea;  is  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment aware  that  a  Convention  has 
recently  been  entered  into  by  Germany 
and  France,  whereby  Germany  concedes 
to  France  the  right  to  take  possession 
of  the  New  Hebrides  and  Raiatea ;  was 
Her  Majesty's  OoTomment  informed  by 
the  contracting  Powers  that  such  a  Con- 
vention was  about  to  be  made,  and  were 
they  invited  to  take  part  in  the  Conven- 
tion ;  and,  have  the  Governments  of  the 
Australasian  Colonies  requested  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  insist  upon  the 
maintenance  of  the  independence  of  the 
New  Hebrides  and  of  Kaiatea,  for  the 
reason  that  their  occupation  by  any 
Foreign  Power  would  be  contrary  to 
Treaty  engagements,  and  injurious  to 
British  interests  in  the  Pacific  ? 

Thi  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bbtce^  :  Agreements  do 
exist  between  Great  Britain  and  Franco 
whereby  both  Powers  engage  to  respect 
the  independence  of  the  groups  of  islands 
referred  to ;  but  a  conditional  arrange* 
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It  hM  bMa  Mitmd  into  with  Fnao^ 
ia  rdation  to  the  Raiatea  group,  •eeuring 
fall  adTaaUgat  to  British  oommerco. 
Ilor  If  ajettj's  OoTomment  are  aware  of 
the  Oontreation  between  Oermaoj  aod 
France  alluded  to  bj  the  hon.  Member ; 
bot  it  it  not  to  the  effect  stated.  It  does 
not  affect  the  agreement  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  but  merelir  stipu- 
latee  that  Germany  will  do  nothing  to 
hinder  Prance  from  CTentually  obtaining 
the  iaiaade  in  oueetion.  lender  these 
cuvomstances,  iter  llaieety's  OoTem- 
mant  did  not  reoeire,  ana  did  not  expect 
to  reoeire,  notice  of  such  Convention,  nor 
to  be  inTited  to  take  part  in  it.  The 
Australian  Colonies  continue  to  object 
to  the  abandonment  of  the  agreement 
with  France  concerning  the  New  He- 
brides ;  and  Correspondence  is  passing 
on  the  subject  with  the  Colonial  GoTem- 
mentt. 


PUBUC  HKALTH   (METROPOLIS)— 
rXWUOLESOXE  HABITATIOKS. 

Ma.  SHIRLET  asked  the  Preeident 
of  the  Local  Goremment  Board,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to 
certain  correspondence  in  7%#  7>'m««,  and 
to  three  leading  articles  in  Ths  7)imti, 
which  appeared  on  26th  September  and 
2nd  and  3rd  October  1885  respectirelj, 
in  which  it  was  stated : — That  a  most 
dangerous  and  orer-crowded  structure 
in  London,  without  sanitarr  arrange- 
meats,  is  owned  bj  a  member  of  the 
Metropolitan  Bosrd  of  Works ;  that  the 
said  member  refused  to  obey  the  order 
of  the  Testrj  to  611  up  cesspools,  con* 
struct  drains,  lay  on  water  supply,  and 
otherwise  cleanse  the  unwholesome  ha- 
bitation ;  that  the  said  member  refused 
to  obey  an  order  of  his  own  Board  to 
pull  down  or  shore  up  the  dangerous 
structure;  that  the  said  member  con- 
spired with  certain  of  the  Board*s  offl- 
eials  to  set  aside  the  aboTe  order,  and 
to  ueo  the  public  moner  on  the  said 
stmctnre ;  and  further,  that  the  oonspi- 
raey  was  extended  to  the  office  in  which 
the  official  books  are  kept,  and  that  the 
books  were  dealt  with  in  accordance 
with  the  fraudulent  arrangement ;  that 
the  straolure  is  still  inhabited,  notwith- 
standing that  the  dwelling  was  con- 
dsmned  as  dangerous  by  the  Board's 
own  officials ;  and,  as  neither  the  Board 
nor  the  member  concerned  hare  taken 
the  ordinary  meaaa  of  replying  to  these 


I  grare  charges,  will  he  inquire  into  this 
matter  ? 

I  Th«  SECRETARY  of  RTATE  ?oa 
I  TBI  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
CuoDBBs)  (who  replied)  raid,  he  had  no 
information  at  the  present  moment ;  but 
he  was  inquiring  into  the  matter,  and 
the  hon.  Member  would  be  informed  of 
the  results  of  the  inquiry. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (SCOTLAND) -MR. 
REPTON.  PROCURATOR  FISCAL  FOR 
EAST  FIFE. 

Da.  OAMERON  asked  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, Whether  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Ronton  as  Procurator  Fiscal  of  the 
Eastern  Dirision  of  Fifoehire  has  yet 
been  confirmed ;  if  so,  on  what  condi- 
tions as  to  priTate  practice ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  Oovernment  will  refuse  confir- 
mation  to  any  appointment  to  the  post 
except  on  condition  that  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  be  restricted  f^m  engaging  in 
priTate  practice  f 

Thb  lord  ADVCXJATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfottb)  :  No,  Sir.  This  appointment 
has  not  yet  been  confirmed ;  and  it  has 
been  intimated  to  Mr.  Ronton  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  it  will  not  be  confirmed  unless  on 
the  condition  that  he  relinquishes  his 
prirate  practice.  He  has  intimated,  in 
reply,  that  he  is  willing  to  assent  to  that 
condition. 

ARMY  (SMALL  ARHS^^STEEL  FOR 
"SWORD  BATONErS. 

Mr.  JOHNS  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  there  is  any 
difficulty  in  obtaining  from  steel  manu- 
facturers in  this  Country  a  suitable 
quality  of  steel  for  the  manufacture  of 
sword  bayonets  for  the  British  Army; 
and,  if  not,  whether  it  is  his  intention 
that  in  future  all  sword  bayonets  sup- 
plied to  British  Troops  shall  be  manu- 
factured in  England  rrom  English  steel, 
and  not  in  Germany  or  from  German 
steel? 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  .Mr. 
CxamMLL-BAsntULMAs)  :  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  from  firms  in  this 
country  a  suitable  steel  for  sword  bayo- 
nets ;  and  if  the  number  of  sword  baro- 
nets required  can  be  procured  in  this 
country,  either  from  the  Uuremment 
factory  or  from  prirate  manufacturers, 
recourse  will  not  De  had  to  the  foreign 
maricet 
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THE  MAURITIUS— APPOINTMENT  OP 
MB.  CLIFFORD  LLOTD  A8  LIEU- 
TENANT  GOVERNOR. 

Mb.  OOX  asked  the  TJDder  Seoretarj 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whether  it  is 
true  that  Her  Majesty's  OoTemmeot 
hare  appointed  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  to  be 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Colonial  Se- 
cretary of  the  Mauritius,  a  colony  where 
the  Homan  Catholics  number  108,000 
and  the  I^testants  8,000  of  the  general 
population ;  whether  it  is  true  that  Her 
Majesty's  OoTemment  hare  nominated 
three  additional  officials,  all  Protestants, 
to  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Mauri- 
tius, although  the  eight  officials  already 
on  the  Council  consisted  of  six  Pro- 
testants and  only  two  Roman  Catholics, 
whilst  the  list  of  electors  under  the  new 
Constitution  contain  three  thousand 
three  hundred  Boman  Catholics  as 
against  less  than  eight  hundred  Pro- 
testants, Mussulmans,  Hindoos,  Chinese, 
Ac;  whether  Mr.  Henry  Adama,  a 
Member  of  the  Legislative  Council,  has 
protested  against  the  division  of  the 
ecclesiastical  grants  in  the  Mauritius, 
by  which  the  Boman  Catholics  receive 
only  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  head, 
whilst  the  Protestants  receiTe  eleven 
shillings  and  sixpence  per  head;  and, 
why  Her  Majestv's  GK>vemment  have 
always  appointed  Englishmen  to  be 
Boman  Catholic  Bishops  of  the  Mauri- 
tius instead  of  Prelates  of  the  French 
Church? 

Thb  UNDEB  SECBETABr  of 
STATE  (Mr.  GsBOBinB  Moboan)  said, 
the  late  Government  appointed  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  to  be  Lieutenant  Oo- 
vemor  and  Colonial  Secretary  of  the 
Mauritius.  He  believed  the  population 
of  the  Island  amounted  to  360,000,  of 
which  about  108,000  were  Boman  Ca- 
tholics and  8,000  Protestants;  and  he 
was  informed  it  had  not  been  the 
practice  to  recognize  any  religious  disa- 
bility in  the  Coionv.  The  late  Covem- 
ment  nominated  three  Civil  officers  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  who,  it  ap- 
peared, were  Protestants;  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  officers  so  nominated 
were  selected  by  them  on  account  of 
their  personal  fitness  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  offices  which  they  held. 
Mr.  Henry  Adams,  a  Member  of  the 
Council,  had  g^ven  Notice  of  a  Mo- 
tion in  favour  of  a  redistribution  of 
•coleaiastical  grants  in  the  Maiuitiiis» 


but  withdrew  it ;  he,  however,  declared 
his  intention  of  bringing  it  forward 
again  if  he  was  elected  a  Member  of ^the 
new  Council.  The  Boman  CatlTolic 
Bishops  of  Mauritius  were  appointed  by 
the  Pope,  and  not  by  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment;  but  it  had  always  been 
understood  that  in  a  British  Colony  a 
Bishop  receiving  pay  from  the  State 
shoula  be  a  British  subject. 

In  reply  to  Sir  Oeorqb  Campbeix, 

Me.  OSBOBNE  MOBGAN  said,  that 
the  Indian  population  of  Mauritius  con- 
stituted more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
whole.  The  Begistrar  GFeneral  of  the 
Colony  had  given  the  following  dassifi- 
cation  of  the  registered  electors : — 3,300 
Boman  Catholics,  450  Protestants,  295 
Mahomedans  and  Hindoos,  and  15 
Chinese. 

Sib  OEOBGE  CAMPBELL  gave 
Notice  that  he  would  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  calling  attention  to  the 
injustice  done  to  the  Indian  popula- 
tion of  the  Mauritius,  numbering  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  population  of  the 
Island,  under  the  arrangement  by  which 
they  had  only  l-15th  of  the  representa- 
tion. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOB  asked  whether 
His  Excellencv  Sir  John  Pope  Hennessy 
was  consulted  in  reference  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  as  ms 
Lieutenant  (Governor  ? 

Me.  OSBOBNE  MOBOAN :  I  must 
ask  the  hon.  Member  to  give  me  Notice 
of  that  Question.  

Sni  FBEDEBTCK  STANLEY :  Per- 
haps  I  ought  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  late 
Oovemment,  that  Sir  John  Hennessy 
was  not  consulted. 

COAL  MINES— THE  USWORTH  COL- 
LIERY EXPLOSION. 

Me.  BUBT  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  If  he 
ean  state  when  the  promised  full  Beport 
of  the  Evidence  taken  before  the  Coro* 
ner's  Court  in  oonnection  with  the  ool* 
liexy  explosion  at  Usworth  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  8ECBETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childbes),  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
proofs  of  the  evidence  were  then  being 
oorrected,  and  would  be  completed,  he 
hoped,  that  day.  Thej  would  then  be 
printed  and  preeented  to  Parliament  ia 
the  coarse  of  next  week. 
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8PAIK-CA8B  OP  MR.  WKLFORD,  MIB. 
ttlOKART  AT  FERNANDO  PO. 

Mb.  BURT  Mked  the  Under  8«ere- 
%Mrf  of  Bute  for  Foreim  Affairs,  If  his 
atU*otioii  has  been  rallod  to  the  ease  of 
Mr.  Welford,  Primitive  Methodist  Mis- 
dotiarT  at  Fernando  Po ;  whether  it  is 
tme  that  Mr.  Welford  was  kept  a  pri- 
aoaor  bj  the  Hpaniah  authorities  for 
thirty  dajt ;  whether  Mr.  Welford  has 
utM9  been  liberated  on  parole,  bat  is 
■till  denied  redress  in  the  form  of  a 
trial ;  whether  repreaentations  hare  been 
made  to  the  Spanish  (^oremment  on  the 
subject ;  and,  if  so,  what  roply  has  been 
rseeired ;  and,  whether  the  Goremment 
will  press  for  the  speedy  settlement  of 
the  ease? 

TuK  UNDER  BECRETART  or 
8TATE  ;Mr.  BaTcE):  The  attention  of 
the  late  (ioTemment  was  called  to  this 
matter  in  October  last.  Mr.  Welford 
was  arrested  on  the  7th  of  September, 
and  imprisoned  for  20  days.  Throo^ch 
the  iaterrention,  however,  of  the  Com- 
aaader  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  Flirt  he 
waa  released  on  bail ;  bat  he  has  not  as 
yet  been  broaght  to  trial.  Repeated 
lepreaentations  in  favour  of  Mr.  \Velf  ord 
have  been  addrrssed  to  the  Spanish 
Government  bv  Her  Majesty's  Lection 
at  Madrid,  and  Lord  Roeebery  has  giv««n 
taatroctions  that  their  earnest  attention 
ahall  again  be  oalied  to  this  question, 
with  a  view  to  its  prompt  settlement. 

ARXY    (ROTAL   ARTILLERY)— VACAN- 
CIE8  FOR  8UBALTERN  OFFICKRH. 

OmxMnt  HUGHES.  H  ALLBTT  asked 
the  Seerelary  of  State  for  War,  The 
namber  of  vacancies  in  the  subaltern 
ranks  of  the  Royal  Artilleiy ;  and,  what 
etepa,  if  any,  wUl  be  taken  to  fill  thoee 
lea  other  than  by  the  nsoal  routine 


of  a  eompetitive  examination  and  pas- 

Aca- 


throu^  the  Royal  Military 
demy  at  ^  oolwich  V 

Tn  SBTRETART  or  STATE  (Mr. 
CAMmatx-BAJiranMAji-,  in  reply,  eaid, 
there  were  at  present  20  vaoanrisa  for 
■nballem  cvfBeers  of  the  Royal  Artillery. 
Steps  were  not  eontemplaied  for  filling 
theae  vaeannea  otherwise  than  by  ordi- 
nary appointments  from  the  Royal  Mili* 
tary  Aeadeoy. 

WBBTMINSTRR  HALL  vREtrTORATIOK). 

6m  HENRY  HOLLAND  asked  the 
Hssistoiy  lo  theTrsaany,  Whether  any 
alepa  have  been  taken  towards  erect* 


I  fag  the  bnOdtnff  on  the  west  side  of 
i  Westminster  Hw  which  was  approvsd 
I  by  the  last  House  of  Commons,  and  fbr 
I  which  an  Estimate  was  taken  on  account? 
!     The  LORD  or  ma  TREASURY  (Mr. 
LxTEsox  Ooweb)  (who  replied)  said,  the 
quantities  for  the  building  wore  being 
j  taken  out,  and  the  work  would  be  pro- 
ceeded with  as  soon  as  poasible. 

COUNTY  OOVERXMKKT-IiOCAL 
TAXATION— LKOI8LATIOX. 

VisoorKT  CITRZON  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  introduce  any  measure  this 
Session  dealing  with  the  queetion  of 
local  taxation? 

Ma*  SAUNDERS  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  the  Government  intend  to  in- 
troduce a  measure  dealing  with  County 
Government,  and  when  the  Bill  will  M 
submitted  to  the  House  ? 

Till  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  J.  CnAnn- 
xjkXx) :  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with 
I  County  Government  at  the  earlieet  pos- 
sible moment.  I  am  not  yet  able  to  say 
definitely  when  I  shall  bo  able  to  intro- 
duce this  measure.  It  will  contain  the 
of  the  Government  with  re- 
to  the  question  of  the  reform  of 
I  tu«u  taxation. 

LAW    AND   jrSTUT?  —  APPOnmiBNT 

TO  TUE  RKCORDERSUIP  OF 

LIVERPOOL 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON  asked 
the  SecretaiT  of  Sute  for  the  Home  De- 
partment* Whether  any  appointment 
has  yet  been  made  to  the  vacant  Re- 
oordert^ip  of  Liverpool;  whether  the 
Home  Omce  have  received  any  oommu- 
nioation  from  the  Corporation  of  Liver- 
pool in  regard  to  the  salary  attached  to 
this  office ;  whether  any  reply  has  vet 
been  aent  to  such  communication ;  what 
arrangements  would  be  made  with  re- 
gard to  sittingii ;  and,  wheth<*r  the  new 
Recorder  will  bo  allowed  to  engage  in 
private  practice  f 

,  The  secretary  or  STATE  (Mr. 
Gniu>XBs) :  Yes,  Sir ;  Mr.  Hopwood 
has  been  appointed.  A  letter  has  been 
rec^ved,  not  from  the  Town  Council, 
but  from  the  Finance  Committim  of  the 
Town  Oouneil  of  Liverpool,  asking  that 
the  salary  may  be  reduced.  1  have  re- 
plied that  Mr.  Hopwood  aooepted  this 
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office  subject  to  any  alteration  in  the 
salary  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  and  whatever  the  Town  Council 
may  recommend  will  receive  my  care- 
ful attention.  In  reply  to  the  further 
Questions  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  can  only 
say  from  memory  that  I  believe  the 
same  number  of  sittings  will  be  held  at 
Liverpool  as  heretofore ;  and  that,  as  to 
private  practice,  Mr.  Hopwood  will  cer- 
tainly not  depart  from  his  Predecessor's 
rule.  If  his  Predecessor  did  not  take 
private  practice  as  an  understood  con- 
dition of  his  taking  offlcCi  neither  will 
Mr.  Hopwood ;  but  I  can  say  no  more 
without  Notice. 

Mb.  FORWOOD  asked  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  good  enough 
to  hold  over  any  further  action  in  the 
matter  until  the  Corporation  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  considering  his  letter? 

Mb.  CHILDERS  said,  there  was  no 
further  action  to  be  taken.  The  appoint- 
ment had  been  made  on  the  expressed 
conditions  as  to  salary  which  he  had  ex- 
plained. 

LoBD  CLAUD  HAMILTON  said,  he 
was  sorry  to  trouble  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  further ;  but  he  must  ask  if  he 
had  any  objections  to  apply  to  Mr.  Hop- 
wood  the  same  limitations  which  were 
in  force  as  regarded  his  Predecessor  ? 
The  matter  was  really  of  great  import- 
ance to  Liverpool. 

Mb.  CHILDERS  said  that  if  the 
noble  Lord  had  given  him  Notice  he 
could  have  said  what  communications 
had  passed,  and  how  they  had  been 
dealt  with ;  but,  as  he  had  stated,  Mr. 
Hopwood  would  be  governed  by  the 
same  rules  as  his  Predecessor  in  office 
with  regard  to  private  practice. 

Mb.  AMBROSE  wished  to  point  out 
that  there  was  some  misapprehension 
with  regard  to  the  Recorder  of  Liver- 
pool taung  private  practice.  That  offi- 
cial always  had  taken  private  practice; 
and,  so  far  from  its  being 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  entitled  to  put  a  QuestioUi  but  not  to 
argue. 

FRANCE  AND  MADAGASCAR— THE 
TREATY  OP  PEACE. 

Sib  DONALD  CURRIE  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  following  telegram  from 
Paris,  published  in  Th$  IMljf  iV#ar«  of 
the  19tb  instant:— 

JKr.  ChtU^n 


«  Psrif,  Thundsy  yight. 

**  A  memlMr  of  the  Committae  nmmed  to  re- 
port  on  the  Patrimonio  Treaty  informs  me  that 
the  Hovas  woald  nerer  have  accepted  that 
settlement  of  their  quarrel  with  France  had  tt 
not  been  for  the  screw  pat  apon  them  by  Lord 
Salieburv^B  Cabinet.  In  return  for  tms  ser* 
vice  M.  Haas,  the  French  Agent  at  Handalay, 
was,  my  informant  says,  disavowed  by  his  Go* 
vemment,  and  KingTheebaw  abandcmed;  ** 

and,  to  be  so   good  as  to  inform  the 
House  what  are  the  facts  of  the  case? 

TheUNDERSEORETARTopSTATE 
(Mr.  Bryoe)  :  The  statement  referred  to 
is  entirely  without  foundation.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GoTcmment  have  not  interfered, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  negotiations 
between  France  and  Madagascar. 

INDIA  (TELEGRAPH   DEPARTMENT)— 

PROMOTION— GRIEVANCES   OP 

OFFICERS. 

Mr.  OONYBEARE  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whether 
it  is  the  fact  that  the  complaints  of  the 
officers  of  the  Telegraph  Department  in 
the  GoTcrnment  of  India  in  respect  of 
absence  of  promotion  hare  been  long 
admitted  by  the  Goyemment  of  India 
to  be  well  founded ;  whether  any  and 
what  steps  haye  been  or  are  about  to  be 
taken  to  remedy  their  grieyances;  and, 
whether  he  will  communicate  with  the 
Ooyemment  of  India  with  a  yiew  of  lay- 
ing  before  Parliament,  at  an  earl^  dste, 
all  thepapers  relating  to  the  snbieot  ? 
Thb  under  SECRBTARYofSTATE 
(Sir  UoHTBBD  Kat  •  Shttttlbwobtb}  : 
The  fact  that  there  are  grounds  for  com* 
plaint  has  been  admitted,  and  is  the 
subject  of  correspondence  with  the  Qo* 
yemment  of  India,  with  the  hope  of 
increasiug  the  efficiency  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  remedying  all  just  grieyances. 
Ab  soon  as  possible  information  will  be 
giyen  to  Parliament. 

BURMAH  — THE  BRITISH  AUTHORI- 
TIES—MILITARY EXECUTI0N8-THB 
PROVOST  MARSHAL. 

Da.  OAMERON  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India,  If  he  will 
state  the  result  of  the  promised  inyee- 
tigation  into  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
Hooper,  the  Ptoyost  Marshal,  stated  by 
The  Times  Correspondent  at  Mandalay 
to  haye  attempted  to  extort  oyidenoe 
from  one  Burmese  prisoner  by  unautho- 
rised preparations  for  his  execution,  and 
to  haye  photographed  other  prieoneffs 
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wltn«  in  tbe  tet  of  being  shot;  irb#- 
thmr  kit  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
I)e«paleb  from  the  same  Correepoodent, 
poblttbed  in  7k0  'i\m$9,  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  in  wbich  the  Coirespondent 
aaterta  that  the  Militarj  authorities  who 
conducted  the  inquirr  abstained  from 
taking  evidence  from  Koropc^an  cifilians, 
a  number  of  whom  he  names  as  having 
b«N»n  ejewitneesea  of  what  he  described, 
and  rt^ceived  **  only  the  evidenco  of  the 
implicated  parties ; ''  whether,  if  this  be 
tni4«,  be  will  tako  steps  to  secure  a 
thorough  and  impartial  inquiry ;  and, 
whether  anj  ana,  if  so,  what  step^ 
have  been  Uucen  in  the  case  of  Colonel 
Iloopor  in  connei*tion  with  this  matter  ? 
Tiia  rSDERSKCRETARY or  STATE 
'Sir  raiiTEEi>  KAT-SiinTLKwoaTH,  :  I 
hare  to  say  that  we  have  recoivod  from 
L4>rd  Duflerin  the  following  Report — 
namely,  that  the  inTeatigation  of  the 
i-hargf*  against  the  Provost  Hamhal 
i»hows  that  he  did  photograph  men 
undi*rgoiDg  execution,  but  that  the  pri- 
•oners  wore  blindfolded,  and  did  not 
know  that  tboy  were  being  photo- 
graphed, nor  were  tbe  executions  in 
any  way  protracted;  that  on  one  occa- 
•^»n  an  attempt  was  made,  under  tho 
I*n)Vo^t  Mamhars  ordern,  to  oxtrsit 
evidence  by  threate  of  <*x(HMition ;  that 
for  both  these  offences  he  will  be 
<M«vcrf>ly  censured,  and  will  lose  th(» 
preferment  which  he  had  otherwise  de- 
»«>rved ;  and  that  his  office  exists  no 
I'tnger.  The  results  thus  r<*port*Ki  by 
thf*  Vic<»roy  by  no  means  satisfied  the 
>'K*retary  of  State.  lie  has,  conse- 
fluently,  communicated  with  tho  Yicf^ 
roy  by  telograph.  As  soon  as  the  Sc> 
rn-tary  of  State  is  in  pos»(»flsion  of 
further  information,  I  shall  take  care 
to  make  it  known  to  the  House.  Per- 
haps the  hon.  Member  for  Newry  ,ilr. 
J.  H.  McCarthy)  will  accept  this  as  an 
answer  to  his  Qiir^tion. 

V%.  CAMERON:  In  a  few  days  I 
•hall  put  a  further  Question. 

RAILWAY  R-%TK*<-U:<lI»I^\TIOS\ 

Mb.  MA(^I>0NAL1)  C.\MEUuN 
a*kfNl  the  Prvsidout  of  th<*  Ii4»srd  of 
Trado,  Whc^thor,  as  the  late  Guvc*m- 
mf*ot  had  int<*ndod  to  introluro  a  Hill 
d«*slittg  with  the  qu«*pt.on  of  <-xrt»«»ifo 
Railway  Rates,  and  were  pn*vvnt4Nl  from 
doing  so  by  n^i nation,  iier  Majesty's 
Government  will  oonsider  the  expedi- 
ency of  introducing  a  similar  measure 
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dealtnff  with  Railway  Bates  generallv ; 
and,  whether  they  are  prepared  to  take 
iro mediate  action  with  regard  to  the 
prohibitory  rates  now  b^nng  charged  for 
sgricultural  produce  and  fish,  so  that 
our  Northern  farmers  and  fi<ihermen 
can  bring  their  produce  to  the  lar^ 
centres  of  population  at  prices  that  will 
compete  with  that  now  being  imported 
from  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  so 
help  in  a  tangible  degree  tno  present 
trade  depression  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  .Mr.  MrwDELUi): 
In  reply  to  the  first  portion  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  I  beg  to  state  that 
I  have  given  Notice  of  roy  intention  to 
introduce  a  Bill  dealinff  with  the  sub- 
ject of  railway  rates.  In  reply  to  the 
second  branch  of  the  Question,  the  only 
action  I  can  take  in  the  matter  is  to 
introduce  and  lose  no  opportunity  of 
parsing  this  legislation  tnrough  tho 
House;  and  this,  I  need  hardly  say,  I 
fully  int4»nd  to  do. 

Db.  CAMERON  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  inform  the  House  of  the 
scope  of  his  proposals  f 

Mr.  MrXDElJA  :  No,  Sir. 

Ma.  T.  P.  (>*C(  )NNOR  :  WOl  the  pro- 
po«als  ext4»nd  to  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  MTNDELLA:  Yes;  I  believe 
the  Bill  will  extend  to  the  whole  of  the 
Three  Kingdoms. 

BrRMAII-TIIE  AXXEXKn  TERRITORY. 

LoKD  FRANCIS  HERVEY  asked 
tho  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
If  ho  can  state  the  lini  its  of  the  "  territories 
formerly  governtnl  bv  Theebaw  "  which 
have  been  annexed  by  proclamation  to 
tho  dominions  of  the  Crown,  and  who* 
ther  the  territories  annexed  include  the 
Karennee  Country,  Manipur,  or  other 
Countries  marked  "Independent"  in 
the  map  prefixed  to  Mr.  Colquhoun^s 
work  on  *'  Burma  and  the  Burmana ;  '* 
whether  it  is  the  case  that  a  garrison  of 
18,000  men  is  to  be  maintained  in 
Burma ;  wh<»ther  further  I^apers  on  tho 
subject  can  yet  Xh*  pri^sentml ;  and,  if  ho 
will  also  lay  upon  the  Table  Papers  re* 
'  lative  to  the  ce»sion  of  Uwalior,  and  the 
art  oni  pan  Ting  arrang<^ment«  ? 

Tin.  i'NDER  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  ^<ir  UoniKKi.  KAvSiitTTLB. 
'Wf>aiu,:  The  territi'ries  formerly  go* 
'  verned  by  King  The*  baw  do  n<»t  include 
j  the  Karennee  Country,  nor  the  protected 
.  State  of  Manipur,  nor  cerUin  tribee  on 
J  the  Weet  already  under  the  influence  of 
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the  GoTemment  of  India.  Tlie  noble 
Lord  will  readily  see  that  it  would  not 
be  possible,  at  so  early  a  stage  of  the 
oocupation  of  the  country,  to  state  the 
precise  boundaries  of  the  territories  now 
incorporated  in  Hor  Majesty's  Domi- 
nions.  The  present  number  of  troops  in 
Burmah,  both  Upper  and  Lower,  does 
not  amount  to  1 8,000.  Until  the  coun- 
try is  pacified  it  would  be  impossible  to 
state  what  force  it  will  be  necessary 
permanently  to  maintain  there.  I  hope 
shortly  to  lay  on  the  Table  further 
Papers  promised  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  as  to  the  PioTost 
Marshal's  acts,  and  as  to  the  executions; 
but  at  present  there  are  no  other  Papers 
which  can  be  laid  upon  the  Table  with 
advantage.  In  answer  to  the  noble 
Lord's  last  Question,  as  soon  as  the  Cor- 
respondence regarding  the  cession  of 
the  fort  of  Owalior  is  complete,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  will  consider  in  what 
form  information  can  best  be  given  to 
Parliament  ? 

Mb.  9'KELLT  :  WUl  the  hon.  Oen- 
tieman  include  the  number  of  men  shot 
by  the  Provost  Marshal  ? 

Sir  UGHTRED  KAT-SHUTTLE. 
WORTH:  Every  information  on -the 
subject  which  we  can  get  I  assure  the 
hon.  Member  will  be  communicated  to 
the  House. 

THE  REarSTRAR  GENERALS  DEPART- 
MENT  (IRELAND). 

Mb.  p.  M'DONALD  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
a  certain  Minute  addressed  by  the  Re- 
{^trar  General  of  Dublin  to  the  clerks 
in  his  Department;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
oontemplated  changes  in  the  staff  whereby 
the  juniors  are  to  be  discharged  and  the 
seniors  to  be  advanced  has  the  approval 
of  the  Right  honourable  gentleman; 
and,  whether  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment, whose  duty  it  is  to  have  charge  of 
the  safe  keeping  of  all  docaments  and 
records  relating  to  his  office,  is  the  gen- 
tleman who,  on  being  called  upon  by 
the  Court,  in  the  case  of  the  Dublin 
Corporation  against  the  Kingstown 
Town  Commissioners,  to  produce  cer- 
tain necessary  public  documents,  stated 
they  were  then  made  into  pulp,  the  con- 
fequonoe  of  which  was  that  tne  Corpo- 
ration was  nonsuited? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
JoHjr  Morlxt)  :   The  scheme  recently 

Sir  Ughtred  Eay'ShdtUH^orth 


adopted  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
Registrar  General's  Department  was  ap- 
proved and  issued  before  I  took  Office, 
and  no  occasion  has  yet  arisen  for  its 
reconsideration  by  me.  I  understand 
that  two  gentlemen — one  of  whom  is  in 
his  60th  year,  and  the  other  in  his  54th 
year— have  been  selected  for  pensions 
in  order  to  forward  the  work  of  reorga- 
nization. The  document  which  was 
sought  to  be  produced  at  the  trial  re- 
ferred to  was  the  '*  press  proof"  of  the 
Census,  which  had  never  been  in  the 
custody  of  the  Registrar  General ;  and  I 
am  informed  by  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  who  was  counsel  for 
the  Corporation  on  the  occasion,  that 
its  non-production  was  not  the  ground 
of  the  non-suit.  It  transpired  in  the 
course  of  the  hearing  that  the  Census 
Papers  of  1861  had  been  pulped.  This 
was  done  by  order  of  the  Government, 
in  pursuance  of  an  opinion  of  the  Law 
Officers  that  these  documents  are  privi- 
leged and  might  be  destroved  when 
they  had  been  used  for  the  official 
Report. 

Mb.  p.  M'DONALD  :  Might  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how  the  case 
was  to  be  proved  by  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin  against  the  Commissioners  when 
these  very  necessary  public  documents 
were  destroyed?  They  were  required 
at  the  trial,  and  were,  consequently,  essen* 
tially  necessary.  I  might  also  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  the  reasons  for 
the  proposed  changes  were  in  order  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  certain  persons 
who  hold  high  positions  in  the  office, 
and  for  this  reason  it  was  proposed  to 
discharge  some  of  the  clerks  of  the  De- 
partment ? 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLET :  I  am  sure  the 
hon.  Member  will  esouse  me  if  I  do  not 
answer  that  As  to  the  other  points  re- 
speoting  the  documents,  all  I  can  say  is 
that  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
who  was  counsel  for  the  Corporation,  gives 
it  as  his  opinion  that  the  document  was 
not  regarded  as  essentially  necessary. 

EDr  CATION  DEPABT3rENT— SCHOOL 
BOARD  SUBmONSES. 

Mb.  JENNINGS  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department^ 
Whether  he  is  aware  of  the  facts  re- 
ported in  the  daily  papers,  that,  on  the 
loth  of  February,  upwards  of  forty 
summonses  were  heard  at  the  Thames 
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PoUm  Oourt  ftgainst  pwrento  for  not 
••oding  thotr  cbildran  regnlarlj  to 
•chool;  that  the  dofondanU  were,  in 
the  majority  of  ioatanoe9,  women  of  the 
x^Tj  poorMi  cla»«,  and  that  they  pleaded 
thetr  inability  Xo  tend  their  childrea  to 
e<  bool  on  acroant  of  iIlneM,  poTorty, 
and  want  of  proper  clothes;  that,  never- 
thMeea,  finee  were  imposed  in  some 
caeee,  and  that,  in  default  of  diatro«is, 
imprisonment  followed ;  and,  whether  he 
is  now  disposed,  considering  the  great 
and  nnasaal  hardships  to  which  the 
po<ir  are  at  present  subjected,  to  nse  his 
authority  with  the  magistrates  to  pro- 
cure a  more  merciful  administration  of 
the  Law  in  theeo  oases  ? 

Tb»  SECRETilRY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
(^niLncan):  I  have  obtained  a  Report 
from  the  Chief  Magistrate  on  the  sub* 
y^d  of  summonses  to  parenta  for  not 
•rnding  their  children  to  school.  The 
boa.  Member  is  no  doubt  aware  that 
women  are  only  by  law  entitled  to  ap* 
|)ear  for  their  husbands.  I  am  assured 
that  the  M«*tropolitan  Magistrate*  make 
a  mle  of  always  taking  into  their  most 
can^fttl  consideration  all  extenuating 
rircum»tancf  s,  as  porerty,  illn«'Hi,  ftc. ; 
in  fart,  they  are  always  boing  charged 
with  too  merciful  an  administration  of 
the  law.  I  see  no  reason  to  issue  any 
special  instructions. 

I''»LJTICAL  MEETINGS —SPEECU  OF 
MK.  JOHN  MOBLEY  AT  CHELMS. 
FfJUl). 

BAa/iv  RKNRT  DE  WORMS  naked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  IrrUnd,  Whether  the  follow- 
ing ia  a  correct  Report  of  worda  he 
tttl«rsd  at  Chelmafora  on  7th  January 
1486:— 

**  Do  what  3ro«  viU  witk  jroor  RuIm  of  Pro- 
c«4«s«.  yoe  will  d<4  Imy*  tutored  th«  Britub 
Pwitsaaot,  To«  will  not  h«T«  m*d»  tii«  Britiah 
^>fU  OMiCrr  of  lU  own  booM,  ontil  you  kavo 
drvMfd  wumm  arlMiao  or  oCImt  wbirh  will  re- 
»•.▼•   tho   I  rub    llMsbrte   fnwa  tbo   linti*b 


of(^ 


and,  whether  the  Right  honourable 
gwotleman  still  adheres  to  the  policy  he 
then  advocated  ? 

Ma.  T.  P.  0*(H)NNOR:  Before  thi» 
ri icht  hon.  Gfnth^man  answers  that 
Uuiretion,  will  he  atate  whether  he  is 
a  vara  that  the  propu^al  containotl  in  bi« 
sfieech  is  aaactly  similar  to  a  prt>po4al 
mada  by  Mr.  Wilfrid  Ulunt,  late  ('on- 


aarratiTe  eandidate  for  North  Cambar« 
wellf 

TDK  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
Joim  Morley)  :  I  was  not  aware  that 
Mr.  Blunt*s  pn>posal  roincidod  with  the 
opinion  I  expres^iMl.  The  report  to 
which  tho  hon.  Member  refers  appears 
to  be,  in  suhntance,  correct.  The  hon. 
(lentleman  asks  whether  I  still  adhere 
to  the  policy  which  those  words  appear 
to  adrocate.  I  think,  on  the  whole,  it 
would  be  more  convenient  that  tho 
policy  to  which  I  adhere  shottld  be 
stated  in  all  ita  fulnesa  on  the  proper 
oooasion. 

SEA  AND  COAST  FISHERIES  (IRELAND) 
-REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIOX  ON 
TRAWLING. 

Coix>3rBL  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief  8e- 

cretary  for  Ireland,  If  his  attention  has 

^  been  directed  to  the  following  paragraphs 

in  the  Report  of  the  Trawling  Commis* 

sion  : — 

*'  Tbe  fithrrmen  were  almost  ansaimoas  ia 
ftatioic  Uwl  tba  (l(>crMu<»  of  bsddock  and  flat 
Hth  bad  boon  contoroporaneous  witb  trawling  : 

**  lo  Norway  and  Swedan  tbero  tM  no  beam 
'  trawling : 

**  In  i>^nmark,  in  Franco  (except  in  a  few 
l>l.ir<<«  fur  apMial  trtLMon^  ,  and  in  Oermanr,  off 
ximo  p«rU  of  tbe  lUltic  C<>ot,  it  is  forbidden 
by  law  witbin  tbe  tbrp><>  m\\<%  limit : 

**  Tbe  nomber  of  flab  on  particolsr  gToaada» 
eepeciallj  in  narrow  waters,  may  bo  sensibly 
diminisbod  by  tbe  use  of  tbe  beam  trawl ;  ** 

if  it  has  now  been  officially  admitted  by 
the  GoTemment  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  6shermen  and  the  iahabttanta  re* 
siding  near  Galway  Bay  would  desire 
that  trawling  should  be  prohibited  in 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  Bay ;  and,  if 
the  Cloremment,  either  by  legislation  or 
otherwise,  will  endoaTour  to  giTe  effect 
to  their  wishes? 

Tbb  chief  8BCRETART  (Mr.  Jomr 
Moeley)  :  I  think  I  shall  best  answer 
this  Question  by  quoting  a  passage  from 
a  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Fiaherisa 
on  the  aobjeot.    The  Inspectors  say— 

«•  If  it  wero  admitted  that  tbe  foelts|n  of  a 
certain  class  of  flabermoa  or  of  tbe  tnbabitaats 
of  a  certain  place  ao<&st  a  certain  mode  of 
fisbioiTt  *ttcb  as  trawhnf ,  sbould  be  the  bans  00 
wbich  tluit  m«l«  tif  bfthiOK  sboald  be  pri«hibitr>d, 
thi  lU»}el  <'<>mmiJeson  should  bate  r»|>ort«d  that 
travlinji  sbouid  be  pr«»bitnt«<d  on  th«»  East  V  laet 
of  ^r»tlliAd  and  parte  of  tbe  Kaet  <  <iaat  <tf  (Inn* 
Uod  in  rviCkseqik  tic«  of  tbe  fwltn^  eKbiUted  by 
other  ftshefmeo  m  tl.<e(*  tilaeea.  Tbe  practice 
of  trawl tof  shottM  only  be  prohibited  in  cases 
where  it  may  be  proTed  that  it  b  iojarioos  and 
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the  pnbUo  interats.  This  baa  not  h«ai  proved 
in  G*lw»7  Bay.  On  the  contrary,  the  eridence 
proTod  to  the  eatiirfaction  of  the  Inspectors  the 
necessity  for  repealing  in  1877  a  bye-law  pro- 
hibiting it  in  certain  places  in  that  bay.*' 

SEED  SUPPLY  (IRELAND)  ACT  — 
FOURTH  INSTALMENT  OP  RATE 
—POSTPONEMENT  OP  PAYMENT. 

OoLONXL  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  If,  in  conuderation 
of  the  difficulties  caused  by  the  agricul- 
tural depression,  he  would  permit  such 
unions  as  might  apply  for  more  time  to 
defer  the  payment  of  the  fourth  and  last 
instalment  of  the  Seed  Rate  for  another 
twelve  months  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Morlst)  :  We  are  in  communication 
with  the  Treasury  on  this  subject ;  and 
if  the  Question  is  repeated  towards  the 
end  of  the  week,  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
give  the  hon.  Member  a  definite  an- 
swer. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  THE  METROPOLIS 
—POWER  OF  THE  CHIEF  COMMIS- 
SIONER OF  POLICE  IN  EVENT  OF 
RECURRENCE. 

OoLONBL  HTJOHES-HALLETT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Police  has  absolute  power 
to  act  on  his  own  responsibility,  and 
take  what  measures  he  deems  necessary, 
should  the  occasion  require  it,  to  pre- 
Tent  the  recurrence  of  such  riots  as  dis- 
graced the  Metropolis  on  Monday  8th 
f*ebruary,  or  whether  he  is  bound  to 
seek  for  instructions  first  from  the  Home 
Office? 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childsbs)  :  On  Thursday  last  I  ex- 
plained the  relations  between  the  Home 
Office  and  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
with  respect  to  this  matter.  I  gare  not 
merely  tne  dry  law,  but  also  the  facte. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  asks  me  a 
Question  which  is  really  one  of  law.  On 
the  former  occasion  I  stated  that  the  Chief 
Commissioner  was  free  to  make  what 
arrangements  might  be  oonndered  ne- 
cessary with  respect  to  any  meetings  to 
preserve  the  peace.  I  also  explained  that 
the  Police  Orders,  after  being  issued, 
are  forwarded  to  the  Home  Office ;  but 
the  Commissioner  does  not,  of  necessity, 
consult  the  Home  Office  previous  to 
giving  them. 

Mr.  John  MurUf 


BURHAH— LICENSED  OPIUM  SHOPS. 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  the  SeoreUry 
of  State  for  India,  Whether,  having 
regard  to  the  consequences  of  licensing 
of  opium  shops  in  British  Burmah,  as 
disclosed  in  a  Memorandum  bj  C.  U. 
Aitchison,  esquire,  late  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  British  Burmah,  addressed  to 
the  Government  of  India  in  1880,  the 
Government  will  prohibit  the  opening 
of  opium  shops,  and  the  sale  of  opium, 
in  the  newly  annexed  territory  ? 

ThbUNDERSECRETARYofSTATE 
(Sir  UoHTBBD  Kat-8hi7TTLEwortb)  :  No 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  licens- 
ing of  opium  shops  in  Burmah  has  jet 
been  received  from  the  Government  of 
India.  But  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
discourage  the  sale  of  opium  in  the 
newly-annexed  territory,  so  far  as  this 
may  he  practicable,  considering  that  the 
drug  is  believed  to  be  already  in  com* 
mon  use. 

INLAND  REVENUE— INCOME  TAX- 
SCHEDULE  A. 

Mb.  BARRT  asked  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  If  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  statement  recently  made  in  Ths 
Daily  Xew9  in  reference  to  the  income 
tax,  to  the  following  effect  :— 

"  We  continiie  to  be  OTerwhelmed  with  letters 
on  the  subject  of  the  deduction  for  income  tax 
which  a  tenant  is  allowed  to  make  from  hit  rent. 
We  most  adhere  to  oar  original  statement  that 
the  rent  of  a  man's  hoose  is  free  from  income 
tax.  .  .  We  are  hopeless  of  conrindnff  one  of 
our  correspondents,  who  says  that  '  If  a  man 
agrees  to  take  a  house  at  a  hundred  a-year  he 
has  no  legal  right  to  deduct  the  income  tax  on 
that  hundred  a-year.'  An  Act  of  Parliament 
expressly  says  that  he  has,  and  we  cannot  ex* 
pect  that  a  gentleman  who  upeeta  the  authority 
of  the  Legislature  will  accept  onrt ; 

"We  will  make  a  final  attempt  to  explain 
our  meaning  by  taking  a  oonerete  case.  A.  B.*s 
ineome  from  all  sources  is  a  thousand  a-year. 
The  rent  of  his  house  is  a  hundred  s<>^ear.  He 
is  entitled  to  no  other  exemption.  iJpoii  what 
sum  does  he  really  pay  income  tax  P  The  cor- 
respondents to  whom  we  hare  referred  say  a 
thousand  pounds.  We  say  nine  hundred  pounds, 
because  he  can  deduct  the  tax  from  the  hun- 
dred pounds  which  he  would  otherwise  owe  to 
his  landlord ;  *' 

and,  as  there  is  eridently  much  confn* 
sion  of  opinion  on  this  matter,  would  he 
say  if  the  view  taken  by  Tk$  Dmly  Nnf$ 
is  in  conformity  with  Law  f 

Tbb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Chablis  Russell)  :  The  landlord  of 
premises  is  liable  to  the  Income  Tax 
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tiodor  Schedule  A.  It  is  sometimes 
called  the  Property  Tax.  This  tax  is  in 
th«*  first  instance  paid  hy  the  tenant^ 
vho  is  entitled  hj  law  in  the  ease  put  to 
deduct  from  the  rent  the  amount*  The 
t4«naot  is  liable  for  Income  Tax  on  the 
full  amount  of  his  income ;  but  if  the 
|iremises  are  umhI  for  busines«  the  n*nt 
u  taken  into  account  in  estimating  the 
ineomo.  If  the  house  is  not  used  for 
thn  purpose  of  business  from  which 
ho  makes  his  income,  then,  like  any 
(»ther  expenditure,  it  is  not  taken  into 
account.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  in 
the  case  put  a  tenant  would  pay  on  the 
full  sum  of  £1,000.  I  hoi)e  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  I  do  not  consider  it  to 
b«*  part  of  my  duties,  nor  has  it  been  con- 
sidered so  by  mr  Pred(»oeesors,  to  answer 
any  legal  puule  which  hon.  Members 
may  choose  to  put  to  me. 

IRELAND-STTPRJXSIOX  OF  TEE 
NATKiXAL  LKACJCK. 

Mm.  lUIKXIFFK  COOKK  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majihty's 
<riirenimoDt  to  restore  the  authority  of 
the  Crown  in  Ireland  by  suppreesing 
the  so-calh^d  National  League  ? 

Tub  FIHST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
(ti  4t>sTuxi:,  :  I  can  assure  the  h«)n. 
(t^ntleman  that  Uer  Maje^ty's  Go* 
vemment  is  Tory  do^irous  to  see  tho 
authority  of  the  (^rown  in  In*1and 
Tfl^t  ind  to  that  full  »tato  of  ofTictoncy 
which  it  enjoys  in  Ktiglsnd  and  8cot* 
land — in  a  grt-at  d«*gn«e  through  the 
nympsthy  and  »enN>  of  the  people. 
Wc»  d<^m  that  the  condition  of  Ireland 
in  that  nHi|»«ct  is  one  rv^juiring  our 
closest  and  most  anxious  rotiBideration 
and  attention ;  but  I  hare  already  stst<Ml 
that  according  to  such  in▼e^tigations  of 
fsrts  as  wo  ha?e  bren  able  to  make 
41  nee  our  rsc<>nt  acttsMon  to  Office,  wi* 
do  not  conceive  it  would  be  wi«e,  or 
justifiablsi  or  politic  cm  our  part  U»  se«*k 
lbi>  restoration  of  that  authority  to  full 
eScivncy  through  the  medium  of  an 
imm«Hliate  application  to  Parliam<«nt  for 
•p4«ial  criminal  lfl»gi»lation.  That  an* 
swer,  of  course,  includes  the  ii<'gative  to 
the  Question  which  the  hon.  Ge&tl«uian 
asks. 

BUt«IKI»8  i\y  THE  HOrsR-TlIE 
fELECT  OiMMITTEE  OK  PBOCEUCRE. 

Ma.  N0RRI8  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Trsaaoxy,  If  he  will  give  such 


recommendation  to  the  Select  Committee 
on  Procedure,  as  will  preTent  any  Bills 
of  the  importance  of  the  Parliamentanr 
Franchise  (Extension  to  Women)  Bill 
being  brought  on  for  discussion  in  this 
House  aft  or  midnight  f 

Thr  first  LOM)  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gl-idstoxx)  :  It  ip,  of  course,  no  part 
of  mT  duty  indiridually  to  give  recom- 
mendations  to  the  Select  Committee. 
But  the  subject  is  one  which  may  fairly 
be  considered  in  that  Committee ;  and  I 
hare  no  doubt  the  question  will  be 
taken  notice  of  by  some  Members  of 
that  Committee  with  a  riew  of  giring 
it  effect. 

SrOTTJlND  — TlIK  ESTABLISHED 
CIl  U  RCII-  PI8E8TABLI8IIMEKT. 

Sib  DONALD  CUHKIE  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether, 
having  regard  to  the  present  position  of 
the  CKtrlcsiastical  affairs  of  Scotland,  and 
the  guarantee  of  IVesbyterians  under 
the  Treaty  of  Union,  Her  Majesty's 
GoTemment  will  institute  an  inquiry,  by 
Hoyal  Commission  or  otherwivo,  into 
the  wish  OS  of  the  Scottish  nation  in 
regard  to  dide^tabliphment,  and  the 
future  application  of  the  teinds  in  the 
event  of  ainentablinhment  being  desired 
by  the  people  of  Scotland,  and  decided 
upon  by  Parliament  ? 

TiiK    FIKST    liCmD    (Mr.    W.    E. 

Olai»»toxe)  :    In    answer  to  my  hon. 

Friend,  1  may  say  that  it  has  been  the 

feeling  of  the  Members  of  the  present 

(tovemment,  and  I  think  generally  of 

those  who  are  in  political  sympathy 

with  it,  that  this  important  question  of 

the  continuance  and  circumstances  of 

the    Established  Church    in    Scotland 

sliould  be  left  as  much  as  possible  to  the 

Rpontaneous  action  and  considoration  of 

tne  country.     I  need  not  tell  my*  hon. 

Friend  how  very  competent  the  S(  otch 

I  people  are  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 

I  %urh  questions,  and  of  considering  who- 

I  ther  a  change  ought  to  take  plsce ;  and, 

'  if  so,  in  whst  msnner  it  should  be  ad- 

j  justed,  and  what  would  be  the  probable 

I  rc>u«equenct«s  of  it,  either  to  the  union 

I  or  disunion  of  the  jf^n^at  Presbyterian 

bodici*.     But  my  opinion  is  that  if  we 

werv  to  appoint  any  Koyal  Commissi<in, 

or  appear  to  stir  this  oueMion  by  the 

u»«*  of  the  Executive  authority,  it  would 

hardly  be  consistent  with  the  Isngua^^o 

that  has  bt«en    held  in  Scotland  and 

with  our  desire  that  aa  unbiaasd  opi* 
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nion  should  be  formed  upon  it  by  the 
people  of  Scotland. 


BEGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS- 
LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  OONTBEARE  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether,  haying 
regard  to  the  declaration  in  favour  of  a 
review  of  the  whole  subject  of  Registra- 
tion contained  in  his  manifesto  to  the 
electors  of  Midlothian,  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  present  Government  to  introduce 
any  measure  for  the  amendment  and 
simplification  of  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Registration  of  Parliamentary  Voters  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Oladstone)  :  I  am  not  surprised  at 
the  appearance  of  this  Question,  which 
relates  to  a  subject  that  has  been 
specially  commended  to  the  considera- 
tion oC  the  country  and  the  new  Par- 
liament. The  reason  why  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  thought  them- 
selves justified,  at  the  first  moment  on 
the  assembling  of  the  new  Parliament, 
in  opening  this  question  for  discussion  in 
the  House  of  Commons  is  that  perhaps 
this  is  not  the  moment  at  which  it  is  so 
urgent  as  it  would  be  when  the  life  of 
Parliament  is  somewhat  further  ad- 
vanced. Another  reason  is  that  it  is  our 
first  duty  to  examine  whether  we  shall 
not  have  to  make  very  large  demands 
upon  the  time  of  the  House  with  regard 
to  important  proposals  connected  with 
social  order  and  other  great  questions 
in  Ireland  to  which  I  have  previously 
referred — namely,  questions  connected 
with  the  land  and  the  government  of 
that  country. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked,  whether, 
in  the  meantime,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  refer  the  question  to  a  Select 
Committee  ? 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE ;  I  by  no 
means  meet  that  with  a  negative,  and  it 
will  be  a  subject  for  consideration. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS'  AKRAKOEMENTS 
—SELECT  COMMITTEE  OF  1867-8  — 
OVER.CROWDINO  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Me.  MITCHELL  HENRY  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  the 
Government  will  undertake  to  deal  with 
the  subject  of  overcrowding  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  will  consent  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  the  Reports  of 
the   Select    Committee   of    1867-8    on 

Mr.  JF.  E.  GUdstin^ 


''House  of  Commons  Arrangements/' 
and  in  the  meantime  will  take  steps  to 
reprint  these  Reports  with  the  aooom- 
panying  drawings? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstoke)  :  Whether  beneficially  in 
other  respects  or  not,  some  relief  to  the 
state  of  tension  which  this  question  has 
reached  at  the  opening  of  Parliament 
has  been  afforded  by  the  change  of  Qto- 
veroment  which  has  taken  place.  It 
has  brought  about,  if  not  a  perfect  di- 
vision, a  more  equal  division  of  the 
Members  of  this  House.  I  think  it  very 
likely  that  this  question  may  oome  up 
for  consideration  after  the  House  has  had 
a  little  more  experience  of  its  existence 
and  working ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  I 
quite  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  that  the 
Reports  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1867-8 
on  the  House  of  Commons  Arrange- 
ments may  be  very  properly  reprinted 
for  the  use  of  Members. 

EASTERN  AFFAIRS— SIR  H.  DRUM- 
MOND  WOLFFS  MISSION. 

Sib  JTLIAN  GOLDSMID  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  What  course 
the  Government  propose  to  take  with 
regard  to  Sir  Drummond  Wolff  and  his 
mission  to  Egypt  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH  in- 
terposing, asked,  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  that  the  debate  on  that  subject 
should  be  postponed  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  not  taken  after  a  fixed  hour? 

TuE  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  :  In  answer  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  I  have  to  say  that  my  noble 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (the  Earl  of  Rosebery)  is  expect- 
iug  a  detailed  Report  and  full  communi- 
cations from  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff, 
without  which,  in  point  of  fact,  we 
should  not  be  able  accurately  to  appre- 
ciate his  position  with  reference  to  the 
very  important  and  complicated  and 
difficult  question  which  he  has  in  hand. 
At  the  present  juncture  we  have  no  in- 
tention of  interferiug  with  the  continu- 
ance of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's  Mi 9- 
sioD.  With  regard  to  the  Question  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  it  had  been  our 
intention  to  proceed  with  the  Vote  to- 
night ;  but  I  will  at  once  agree  to  post- 
pone it.  I  am,  however,  informed  that 
the  Vote  ought  to  be  taken  not  later 
than  Thursday. 

Sin  JULIAN  GOLDSMID  gave  No- 
tice that  he  would  call  attention  to  Par- 
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Uamt&toiy  Papers,  Egjpt,  No«.  1  and  9, 

MtnTRBANCES  IN  THE  METROPOLIS 
—REPORT  OF  THE  CX)HHnTEE  OF 
INVKOTIOATloy. 

liTATKMEXT. 

Tnr  BErRETARYoF  STATE  n>R  thk 
IIOMK  UErARTMENT  (Mr.  CiiiL- 
vzvl%  :  I  prumisod  on  Thursday  last  to 
lay  on  ths  Table— which  I  now  do^tho 
Report  of  tho  Committoo  appointod  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  police  on 
the  Hth  of  this  month,  and  into  other 
ctrcnmstances.  I  am  not  able  now  to 
lay  them  in  tho  form  in  which  they  can 
be  cirrulatfKl ;  but  I  hopo  they  will  be 
cin-ulated  either  to-mom»w  or  on  Wed- 
needay  with  my  Memorandum,  and,  of 
eriufM*,  with  the  ovidonce.  The  ef  idence 
%%  long,  and  has  been  taken  at  sittiD^;^ 
held  every  day  during  last  week— hit- 
tings  which  goQorally  lasted  four  or  five 
Lours — and,  of  course,  it  could  not  be 
printed  and  corrected  with  that  rapidity 
which  would  have  otherwise  bf^en  pos- 
aible.  1  m  ill  not  now  road  any  consider- 
able  part  of  the  Roport — which  is  a  long 
one— but  I  will  road  the  last  paragraph , 
whit  h  says — 

••  W»  coticlu'li*  uar  Rrpiirt  by  th<»  ttroni^  ex- 
|irtMi  iQ  of  our  o{iini  lO  tK4t  the  ii(irnini«trAttii|i 
at.  i  <>rir«ni/iti  n  of  th««  M«*tr>>j><  litin  l*o!)>'o 
K.ir».-  r**pin*  to  b*  lhori>u jjl.lv  inrr«t>;:iit«^l  . 
ftB  i  «<-  h  (•«*  thftt  this  tovestJ^KtioD  mil  take 
|'li«r  Without  d««Uy.'* 

I  think  I  should  aUo  toll  the  Tlousethat 
I  hare  communicntcd  the  substance  of 
the  Report  to  the  Chief  (\)mmi(»sion(*r  of 
Police.  I  have  t'>ld  him  what  the  re> 
(ommendatitiDs  of  tho  rommitt<^o  are, 
wtth  my  Memorandum  upon  the  subj*»ct ; 
and  this  afternoon  I  r(T«nved  a  letter 
from  Sir  Edmund  Hendorson  placing  his 
resignation  in  my  hao'ls  for  the  pur{>ose 
of  farilitating  tho  re^irgani nation  of  the 
I  apartment,  and  that  resignation  I  have 
arcepte^I.  I  shall  now  Ioaa  no  time 
what«-Ter  in  instituting  inouiries  with  a 
▼iew  of  remiwlying  th<»  defects  to  which 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  ReTM>rt  ref«  rs. 
P«*rhaps  the  llouse,  in  conclu*ion,  will 
allow  me  to  thank — as  I  very  sin*  vuAy 
do-^th«»  four  <tf»ntlom<*n  who  assisted  m** 
in  this  most  difRcuU  ini^uiry— an  inquiry 
which,  without  their  assistance,  it  would 
have  bf^en  almost  impossible  fur  me.  only 
a  day  or  two  aft««r  entering  Otfii<«,  to 
vndertake  aatisfacti)rily»  but  whiih  I  be- 
li«Ta  the  Hoosa  will  find  haa  been  most 


satitfaotorily  undertaken.  I  trust  tha 
Report  will  reeeiTe  the  approval  of  the 
House.  I  will  lay  it  on  the  Table,  and 
I  hope  the  whole  Papers  will  be  distri- 
buted  to-morrow  or  on  Wedneaday. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  wish  to  aak 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  con- 
sidering the  very  great  importance  of 
the  question,  an  early  opportunity  will  bo 
given  for  the  discussion  of  the  Report  f 

Ma.  CHILDERS  :  I  think  the  House 
should  have  the  Report  before  it  before 
any  Question  of  that  sort  is  asked.  If, 
after  reading  the  Report,  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  it  necessazy  to  put  the 
Question,  no  doubt  it  will  be  answered. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  beg  to  give 
Notice  that  on  Thursday  I  will  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  8e- 
cretary  what  course  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  take  with  regard  to  the  Report, 
and  especially  to  that  portion  of  it  refer- 
ring to  the  re-organisation  of  the  police. 

Mr.  rillLDERS :  I  have  stated  that 
I  intend  to  propose  a  oomnlete  inquiry 
into  the  organization  and  administration 
of  the  police.  I  propose  to  undertake 
that  inquiry  as  rapidly  as  possible.  As 
to  the  moans  and  machinery  by  which 
that  inquiry  is  to  be  conducted,  that  is  a 
Quo»ti<m  which  I  will  ask  the  right  hon. 
(fcntloman  to  put  on  FridsT. 

Sir  JAMES  FEUUrsSOX  asked, 
whether  there  had  not  been  three  i*xhaus- 
tive  inquirit'S  into  the  organitation  of 
the  Metn>politan  Force  during  the  last 
18  years? 

Mr.  CHILDERS  said,  he  could  speak 
as  to  two  of  those  inquiries ;  but  ho  waa 
not  quite  sure  whether  there  had  bean  a 
third. 

CR0FTEB8  (RCOTI-AND)  (Xo.  2)  BILL. 

Tnr  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
Mr.  Trrvkltax)  said,  it  might  be  for 
tho  convenience  of  the  House  if  he  stated 
that  he  intended  to  postpone  until 
Thursday  the  introduction  of  the  Crofters 
Bill. 

i/)C.\L  <h>vkusmknt  bilk 

Vii*<orjrr  CRANHORNE  asked  the 

First  liord  of  the  Tresnurr,   Whether 

the   I>Kal  Government  liill,  which,  as 

statfd  by  tho  IVesidt* nt  of  tho  Board  of 

,  Trade,  was  to  include*  lr<*land,  would  be 

'  introdurfd  b«*ftiro  tho  Ut  of  April? 

'      Tin:  FIRST  I/)RI>  Mr.  W.  E.  Gl.m». 

'  stork   explained  that  what  the  Presi- 

I  dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  stated 


9 1 1        ParUament^ButiMii        {  COMMONS  ( 


ofth$Eou9$, 


912 


with  regard  to  the  inclusion  of  Ireland 
was  as  to  an  entirely  different  Bill — 
— namely,  that  dealing  with  railway 
rates. 


QUEEN'S   SPEECH  —  HER  MAJESTY'S 
ANSWER  TO  THE  ADDRESS. 

The  COMPTROLLER  of  the 
HOUSEHOLD  (Mr.  Marjobibawks)  re- 
ported  Her  Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Ad- 
dress, as  folio weth : — 

/  have  received  with  much  eatie/aetien  your 
loyal  and  dutiful  Addreee. 

I  rHy  with  confidence  on  your  aseurance  that 
the  Meaiuree  which  may  be  tubmitted  to  you  will 
receive  your  most  careful  consideration. 

MOTIONS. 


PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE-ORDER  OP  PUBLIC  BUSI- 
NESS.— RESOLUTION. 

SiK  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
am  anxious,  Sir,  to  ask  your  ruling  upon 
a  point  of  Order,  arising  out  of  the 
Business  of  the  evening.  Committee  of 
Supply  stands  as  the  first  Order  this 
evening;  and  I  apprehend  that  in  that 
case  it  is  subject  to  the  2 1st  Standing 
Order,  which  provides  that — 

"  Whenever  Committee  of  Supply  ttandfl  aa 
the  first  Order  of  the  Day  on  Monday  or  Thurs- 
day, Mr.  Speaker  shall  leave  the  Chair  without 
putting  any  Question,  unless  on  first  going  into 
Supply  on  the  Army,  Navy,  or  Civil  Service 
Estimates  respectively,  or  on  any  Vote  of 
Credit,  an  Amendment  be  moved  or  Question 
raised  relating  to  the  Kstimates  proposed  to  be 
taken  in  Supply." 

But,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  proposes  to  move — 

"That  the  Notices  of  ^fotions  relating  to 
Parliamentary  Procedure  and  E-ist  India,  Burma 
(Kxpenses  of  Military  Op<>nitions}  have  pre- 
cedence of  the  Orders  of  the  Day/' 

80  that,  although  Committee  of  Supply 
stands  this  eyeninff  as  the  first  Order  of 
the  Day,  yet  it  is  oy  no  means  the  first 
Business  of  the  evening,  and  may,  in 
fact,  not  be  reached  until  a  late  hour.  I, 
therefore,  wish  to  ask  yon,  Sir,  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  the  Standing 
Order  No.  31  applies  to  the  Older  for 
Committee  of  Supply  to-night,  or  whe- 
ther  any  hon.  Member  will  hare  the 
opportunity,  on  your  putting  the  Ques- 
tion "  that  you  now  leave  the  Chair,"  of 
raising  any  question  he  may  think  it 

Mr.  Jr.  £  GMUi9n0 


desirable  to  raise?  I  think  I  have 
clearly  explained  the  nature  of  my  Ques* 
tion. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  In  reply  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  I  have  to  state  that  I 
do  not  consider  that  the  fact  of  the 
Notices  referred  to  taking  precedence 
over  Committee  of  Supply  prevents  the 
subsequent  application  of  the  21st  Stand- 
ing Order  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  referred.  I  am  bound  by 
the  Eules  of  the  House;  and  this  Stand- 
ing Order  explicitly  says— 

"That  when  on  a  Monday  Committae  of 
Supply  ahall  stand  as  the  first  Order  *' 

the  Speaker  shall  leave  the  Chair  with- 
out Question  put.  The  House  will  ob- 
serve that,  notwithstanding  the  inter- 
polation of  these  Motions,  Committee  of 
Supply  will  still  stand  as  the  first  Order 
of  the  Day.  I  may  say,  however,  that  I 
know  of  no  precedent  for  the  course 
about  to  be  proposed  ;  but  the  Standing 
Order  itself  is  of  comparatively  recent 
introduction.  I  think,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  it  is  not  for  me  to  inter* 
fere,  and  say  that  Committee  of  Supply, 
standing  as  the  first  Order  of  the  Day, 
must  be  taken  if  the  House  should  decide 
that  other  Business  should  be  taken  first. 
It  is,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  House 
itself  to  decide  whether  any  other  Busi- 
ness, of  which  proper  Notice  has  beea 
given,  shall  take  precedence  of  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

The  FIKST  LORD  of  thb  TEEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstokb)  :  I 
desire  to  say  a  word  which  may  simplify 
matters.  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  perfectly  j  ustified  in  the  Question 
he  has  put ;  and  1  was  aware  of  the  point 
he  was  about  to  raise.  But  I  wiah  to  say 
that  I  would  not  have  proposed  to  obtain 
precedence  for  these  Motions  over  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  Committee  of 
Supply  except  upon  very  specific 
grounds.  As  to  the  first  Notice  of 
Motion — namely,  that  relating  to  Pro- 
cedure—I thought  it  would  be  greatly 
for  the  convenience  of  the  House  that  no 
time  should  be  lost,  after  what  has  al- 
ready happened,  in  referring  the  subject 
to  a  Select  Committee ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  second  Notice,  relating  to  the 
expenses  of  the  Expedition  to  Bur- 
mah,  it  has  been  felt  by  Her  Ma- 
ie«ty*s  Government  to  be  our  abso* 
lute  duty  to  avail  ouraelvee  of  the 
very  first  day  on  which  we  could  re|(tt* 
larly  introduce  the  snbjeot|  in  order  thai 
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we  mif  hi  obey  tko  •pint  of  the  lav  we 
have  lo  administer. 

8m  MICHAEL  niCKSBEACH : 
Perha|M,  bj  the  indulgence  of  the 
Houae,  I  maj  Tenture  to  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that,  although  it 
maj  be  neccsaarj  to  ob««v  tho  spirit  of 
the  law,  ret,  at  the  same  Ume,  it  surely 
ought  to  be  neceesarr  to  oboj  the  spirit 
of  iho  Standing  Oraer»  and  to  follow 
that  which  has  hitherto  been  the  prae- 
tice  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed, 

"  Thai  tht  Xi>Ur<«  of  Motirnu  rvUting  to  Vmr^ 

hhmtnimry  rrd^nloro  and  Kist  lndU«  Bumui 

Ksp«a«M  of  Militarj  Op<*nitioiit)  hsro  pra- 

C4I.WOM  of   Um    Orders  of   tho  l>sT.**^(JVr. 

8ui  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH 
said,  before  the  Motion  was  put  he 
d«*eirsd  to  make  a  few  obserrations  on 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  Tety  in- 
ctinrenient>  if  not  objectionablo,  preco- 
dent  that  was  about  to  be  made.  The 
spirit  of  the  2l8t  Standing  Ordor  was 
that  it  should  only  applj  when  Supply 
was  not  merely  the  first  Order,  but  the 
firet  and  most  important  Buiiin«*«sof  the 
€rf*nittg;  for  the  object  it  aimed  at  was 
not  eolely  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the 
ifi>rerament  with  Supply,  but  to  secure 
that  hon.  Members,  interested  as  they 
all  ought  to  be  in  the  important  matters 
c'»nnrcted  with  Supply,  might  know 
i  tsciIt  when  Supply  would  be  taken. 
This  object  would  certainly  be  defeated 
in  a  rase  such  as  this,  for  the  Motions  re* 
laiizig  to  IVooedure  and  Burmah  would 
«»xapy  an  uncertain  time,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  say  at  what  hour  Supply 
would  be  taken.  As  to  the  Bunuab 
Motion,  it  was  his  own  opinion  that  the 
law  would  be  complied  with  if  it  was 
I'nmght  forward  at  any  perioil  of  the 
Kt-eston ;  but,  granting  that  it  was  im- 
|>«*ratiye  that  it  thourd  be  taken  thst 
c  wning,  thai  certainly  could  not  be  said 
«  f  the  Motion  with  regard  to  Procedure. 
'I  he  House  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  take 
•■>  objectionable  a  course  under  cover  of 
this  Standing  Order,  unlets  the  necessity 
was  absolutely  imporative,  otherwise 
ihev  would  be  mAing  a  precedent; 
ana  on  some  other  oecasiea  tney  would 
be  asked  to  postpone  Supply  to  allow 
of  the  itttfodnction  of  the  Crofters  Bill, 
nt  any  other  measors  that  the  Ooyem* 
flMSt  mi^t  wish  to  proeeed  with.  It 
certainly  was  rather  strange  that,  on 


the  yery  eyening  when  the  Prime  Mi* 
nistor  was  going  to  appoint  a  Commit- 
teo  to  amend  thu  Hules  of  Procedure,  he 
should  propose  to  contrayeno  the  spirit 
of  the  bules  already  in  force.  If  the 
Prime  Minister  could  not  make  eome 
more  convincing  statement  as  to  tlio 
noceiittity  of  intn)ducing  other  Business 
before  Supply,  it  was  to  bo  hoped  that, 
since  he  bad  already  postponed  t!ie 
most  important  Vote  in  Supply,  Im 
might  practically  comply  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Standing  Order  by  postponing 
Supply  altogether. 

Tub  FIltST  LOHD  or  rna  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  W.  £.  Oladstoxe)  said, 
that  that  was  not  a  subject  on  which  he 
should  wish  to  have  any  difference  of 
opinion  with  any  large  section  of  the 
House,  or  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach;. 
Indeed,  he  thought  it  was  the  last 
subject  on  which  he  should  have 
met  with  any  such  opposition.  Ho 
would  unreservedly  grant  that  the 
riK|uest  for  precedence,  if  acceded  to, 
should  not  oe  taken  as  an  example 
for  ordinary  occasions ;  and  if  it  was 
the  general  desire  of  the  House  that 
Committee  of  Supply  ought  not  to 
como  on  at  a  late  hour  that  evening,  or 
that  it  should  bo  altogether  postponed, 
he  should  have  no  ditiiculty  in  waiving 
tlie  point,  and  would  not  resist.  But 
before  making  any  engagement  he  would 
state  to  the  House  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  exact  state  of  the  case.  By  the 
necessity  for  making  that  Motion,  he 
virtually  submitted  to  tho  House  the 
question  whether  they  were,  or  were  not, 
justifi«*d  in  an  interference  with  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  Businete,  which  he  ad* 
mitted  ought  only  to  be  done  on 
special  grounds*  and  ought  not  to  be  a 
preoe<lt»nt  for  all  occasions.  In  the  view 
of  the  (}oyemmi*nt,  it  was  their  dutv^as 
they  hsd  not  b«*4*n  permitted  to  make  an 
applicstion  to  Psrliament  for  leave  to 
charge  the  Bevenuee  of  India  before  the 
cost  was  incurred — it  was  their  duty,  in 
order  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  the  law, 
absolutely  to  take  the  very  fir»t  day  in 
their  power  for  making  that  applica- 
tion ;  and  when  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man  said,  and  said  truly,  that  they  ought 
to  pay  attention  to  tho  spirit  of  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House,  then  he 
Mr.  Gladstone)  must  sa^  it  appeared  to 
be  an  occasion  upon  whtoh  an  exduaiye 
attention  to  the  Standing  Orders  of  tha 
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House  would  place  them  in  conflict  with 
a  much  higher  authority — namely,  with 
that  of  the  Realm.  It  waa  to  give  effect 
to  a  Statute  of  the  Eealm  that  they  pro- 
posed that  night  to  interfere  with  the 
ordinary  course  of  Business  as  regarded 
Supply.  With  respect  to  the  first 
Motion,  he  might  say  that  in  making 
that  Motion  at  that  early  date  he  had 
been  yery  much  governed  by  a  desire  to 
show  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  thought  the 
subject  of  Procedure  one  of  such  com- 
manding importance  that  he  had  con- 
sidered it  was  his  duty  to  give  Notice 
that  immediately  after  the  debate  on  the 
Address  he  should  propose  that  the 
subject  should  take  precedence  of  all 
other  Business  whatsoever.  He  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  hardly  expected,  therefore, 
to  hear  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  minute  criticisms  which  he  had  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  on  the  subject, 
especially  when  they  considered  what  a 
wholesale  invasion  he  was  prepared  to 
make,  not  only  of  the  usual  proceeding 
of  the  House,  but  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
yileges  of  private  Members,  in  order  to 
give  free  scope  to  the  discussion  of  this 
yery  important  question .  It  was  a  ques- 
tion with  respect  to  which  the  view  they 
had  taken  was  that  it  was  undoubtedly 
of  a  very  urgent  character.  Could  they 
have  asked  the  House  to  do  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  proposed 
to  do  ?  He  did  not  think  they  could. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  Session 
that  would  have  been  too  great  and, 
he  had  almost  said,  too  violent  an  in- 
vasion of  the  proceedings  and  of  the 
powers  of  private  Members.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  Her  Majesty's  Gk)vemment 
thought  it  prudent  that  this  subject 
should  not  be  materially  delayed.  What 
was  the  position  in  which  they  stood  ? 
Not  that  night  alone,  but  all  Govern- 
ment days  for  several  weeks  to  come 
would  probably  be  required  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  Supply.  That  being  so,  if  he 
did  not  propose  the  Committee  on  Pro- 
cedure that  night,  he  would  be  met  with 
the  same  objection  next  Thursday  or 
next  Monday,  or  on  any  subsequent 
Government  night.  In  point  offset,  the 
objection  of  the  right  non.  Gentleman 
amounted  to  this — that  the  proposal 
with  regard  to  the  Committee  on  Proce- 
dure should  be  postponed  for  several 
weeks;  because  they  had  no  power  what- 


oyer  of  securing  the  introduction  of  a 
proposal  of  this  kind,  except  by  Motion 
m  the  early  part  of  the  evening  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
That  was  hardly  a  reasonable  proposi- 
tion, and  not  consistent  with  the  extra- 
ordinary demand  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  prepared  to  make  on  the  time 
of  the  House  in  connection  with  this 
question.  It  came  to  this,  then — that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  no  choice  but 
either  to  make  the  proposal  in  this  way, 
or  to  submit  the  question  to  what 
he  might  call  indefinite  postponement. 
That  they  could  not  consent  to,  for  it 
would  not  have  been  just  in  regard  to 
the  question  itself,  nor  fair  or  respectful 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  or  the 
House.  He  might  also  add  that  there 
was  a  peculiarity  in  this  matter.  The 
Gt)vemment  was  supposed  to  have  the 
command  of  the  management  of  the 
Business  of  the  House  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays.  That  was  hardly  a  correct 
supposition,  however,  for  they  had  that 
command  of  arrangements  only  in  re- 
spect of  Orders  of  the  Day.  When  it 
was  necessary  to  make  a  Motion  in  pre- 
cedence of  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  then 
application  had  to  be  made  to  the  House 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
House  taken  on  the  subject.  If  it  were 
the  feeling  of  the  House  that  the  ap* 
pointment  of  the  Committee  on  Proce- 
dure should  bo  postponed  until  Monday, 
or  until  the  most  urgent  part  of  Supply 
was  got  rid  of,  the  Government  would 
not  object.  No  doubt,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
in  the  late  Administration  (Sir  Bicfaard 
Webster),  whom  he  saw  in  his  place, 
would  place  a  different  construction  upon 
the  Act  of  Parliament  from  what  he 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  had  done ;  but  he 
thought  he  might  claim  to  know  quite 
as  much  as  the  late  Attorney  General  of 
the  construction  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  as  to  whether  that  was  the  right 
construction  to  put  upon  the  Act. 
Of  this  he  was  quite  sure — there 
were  two  things — first  of  all,  his  (Mr. 
Gladstone's)  construction  was  favour- 
able to  the  authority  of  Parliament  and 
to  the  control  of  the  Executive ;  while 
the  construction  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  removed  the  con- 
trol oyer  the  fSxecutiye  established  by 
enactments ;  secondly,  be  his  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone's) construction  correct  or  incor- 
rect, it  was  a  construction  which  they 
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IumI  al vaji  entarf  atnad  and  acted  upon  ; 
aod,  that  b#ing  «>,  it  wa«  their  duty  to 
aak  the  Houae  of  Commons  to  act  upon 
it.  Thete  were  the  grounds  on  which 
he  made  the  Motion,  which  he  admitted 
to  be  eiceptional ;  but  ho  thought  the 
Hott^e  would  see  that  thcj  were  amply 

sufficient  

Bib  RIORARD  WEBSTER  said,  that 
as  the  Prime  Uinbter  had  made  a  direct 
reference  to  him,  he  would  venture  to 
la  J  before  the  House  his  riew  of  the 
construction  of  this  Act  of  Parliament. 
The  right  hon.  Gontleman  had  said  that 
he  the  Prime  Uintster)  knew  a  great 
deal  more  about  Acts  of  Parliament 
than  he  (Sir  Richard  Webster)  did.  He 
freely  admitted  that,  so  far  as  Parlia- 
mentary expericnco  went,  he  could  laT 
no  claim  to  enter  into  competition  with 
the  right  hon  Oentleman.  But,  on  the 
other  band,  he  would  submit  to  the 
House  that,  both  from  a  !awyi*r*s  point 
of  riew,  and  from  a  layman's  point 
of  riew,  they  must  not  regard  the 
cottstmctioa  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
as  affected  by  anything  that  passed 
in  Parliamentary  debate.  Ixwking  to 
the  Act  itself,  he  could  not  but  think 
that  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  were 
oriposed  to  the  confttruction  tno  IVtme 
Minister  sought  to  put  upon  it.  At 
the  same  time,  he  might  be  forgiTon 
for  sayiuff  that  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
serious  oitadrantAge  if  a  dobnto  upon 
the  Bubj<«ct  of  Bunnsh  should  take 
place  at  a  time  when  the  noMe  I.^rd 
the  lat«  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  could  not  be 
in  his  place  in  the  Houm*.  Probably 
thsM  two  sections  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment were  so  much  the  children  of  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  that  he  could  see 
nothing  in  them  exrt*pt  the  thoughts  he 
wished  to  hare  expressed  there.  The 
1st  section  relati^d  only  to  the  commu- 
nication to  Parliamoot  of  the  fact  that 
orders  had  beon  B4«nt  for  the  employ- 
ment of  Her  Majesty's  Forces  within 
thrc«  months  if  Parliament  was  sit- 
ting, and  within  one  month  of  its  re- 
assembling if  it  should  not  be  sitting  | 
when  the  orders  were  sent.  The  other 
section  to  which  roference  had  been 
made  did  not  contain  one  single  word 
as  to  the  time  within  which  the  content 
of  Parliament  should  be  obtained  for 
the  application  of  the  K4*toou«-s  of  India 
to  warlike  purposes.  The  obligation  of 
the  1st  lection   haying  been  fulfilled, 
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there  was  no  time  limited  for  the  other 
to  be  complied  with.  He  fully  admitted 
the  power  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  draw 
distinctions  about  words  in  a  way  which 
he  (Sir  Richard  Webster)  would  not  at- 
tempt, for  a  single  moment,  to  oope  with  ; 
but  he  appealed  to  the  House,  and  to  his 
hon.  ana  learned  Friends  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  whether  there  was  one 
single  word  in  the  section  of  the  Act 
in  question  with  regard  to  the  way  in 
which  the  expenses  in  connection  with 
Burmah  should  be  mot  ?  He  contended, 
further,  that  there  was  not  a  single 
word  in  the  section  which  related  to  the 
question  of  the  time  when  the  discus- 
sion should  arise  as  to  how  the  expenses 
should  be  met ;  and  he  would  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  to  point  out  to  the 
House  what  word  there  was  in  the  sec- 
tion which  made  it  incumbent  on  the 
(Government  to  raise  that  particular 
question  to-night. 

Sia  OKOKQE  CAMPBELL  said, 
that  the  arguments  of  tho  hon.  and 
learned  Oentleman  the  late  Attorney 
(reneral  amounted  to  this — that  the  law 
had  been  already  bn>ken,  and  that  thoy 
might  break  it  a  little  further  without 
criminating  themselves  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. What  he  (Sir  Qeorgo  Campbell) 
would  ask  was,  had  the  Herenues  of 
India  been  appli(*d  for  military  opera- 
tions boyond  tne  frontier  or  not?  Ho 
b<*lioTed  it  was  undoubtedly  the  fact  that 
Indian  Revenue  had  been  devoted  to 
that  purpose,  and  that  the  law  had  been 
broken  by  tho  late  Government  in  that 
respect. 

Ma.  T.  M.  BEALY  rose  to  a  pobt  of 
Order.  He  wished  to  know  from  the 
Speaker  whether  the  hon.  Oentleman 
was  in  Order  in  discussing  the  general 
question  upon  the  Motion  that  certain 
Notices  of  Motion  should  have  prece- 
dence over  the  Order  for  Supply  ? 

Mr.  SPKAKLR:  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  in  Order  in  discussing  the  Main 
Question  upon  the  Motion  now  before 
the  House.  The  Question  now  before 
tlie  House  is — 

**  ThAt  the  Xotir««  of  Motions  rrUtinjr  to 
pArliAmrotAry  Pr<ic(«lurp  and  K*At  ImliA,  Bar- 
mft  KipriuM  of  Mihtanr  Op^nttoni)  have 
pr«ced«nc«  of  th«  Ordrrs  of  the  I>«]r.'* 

The  only  question  is  whether  they  shall 
be  entirle4  to  take  precedence  of  the 
Order  of  the  I>ay  for  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supplv;  and  whether,  on 
Supply  being  called  on,  I   should  be 
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entitled  to  leave  the  Chair  without 
Question  being  put  ? 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  We  are 
discussing  whether  it  is,  or  is  not,  ne- 
cessary to  bring  on  these  Motions  before 
Supply;  and  it  appears  to  me  that,  as 
the  law  has  already  been  broken  by  the 
late  Government 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  now  travelling  from  the  Question  be- 
fore the  House. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Then  I 
will  not  pursue  the  matter  farther. 

Sir  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  that 
the  Prime  Minister  had  not  mentioned 
all  the  courses  which  might  have  been 
adopted.  In  his  opinion,  it  would  have 
been  a  much  more  convenient — and  not 
at  all  unusual — course  to  have  been  pur- 
sued if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  nad 
made  a  Motion  that  all  the  Orders  of 
the  Day  after  the  first  Order  should  be 
postponed;  and  then,  after  the  House 
had  gone  into  Committee  of  Supply  for 
either  a  long  or  a  short  time,  he  might 
have  moved  to  report  Procrress  in  order 
to  discuss  this  question,  ouch  a  course 
would  not  have  broken  either  the  spirit 
or  the  letter  of  the  law.     

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Charles  Russell)  said,  he  understood 
that  the  Motion  was  a  regular  one,  ac- 
cording to  the  construction  placed  by 
the  Speaker  on  the  21st  Standmg  Order. 
The  other  point  raised  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Sir  Richard  Webster) 
was  that  there  was  no  immediate  neces- 
sity  or  urgency  for  the  Motion  according 
to  his  interpretation  of  the  65th  section 
of  the  Act  21  ^  32  Fiet.  A  question 
which  was  greatly  discussed  during 
the  Attorney  Generalship  of  the  late  Sir 
John  Holker  was  as  to  how  far  that 
Statute  permitted  the  Government  to 
spend  money  without  having  obtained 
the  previous  consent  of  Parliament ;  and 
he  owned  that  there  was  a  considerable 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  construction 
of  the  Statute.  On  the  whole,  he  came 
to  the  conclusion — and  he  still  adhered 
to  it — that  the  argument  of  Sir  John 
Holker  at  the  time  the  question  was 
raised  was  a  sound  one  as  a  matter  of 
legal  construction ;  for  he  (the  Attorney 
General)  conceived  it  waa  impossible  not 
to  see  that  cases  would  arise  in  which 
some  steps  involving  an  expenditure  of 
money  might  be  taken  under  Section  54 
before  it  was  poaaible  to  obtain  the  oon- 
86Dt  of  the  House  of  Commons.    But  the 

Mr.  Sp4akir 


question  now  before  the  House  was  a 
very  different  one.  Everybody,  he 
thought,  would  admit  that,  although, 
as  a  matter  of  strict  construction,  it 
might  be  legal  to  spend  money  without 
having  got  the  antecedent  consent  of  the 
House,  yet  the  Government  were  bound, 
at  the  earliest  moment  after  they  had 
taken  a  step  which  was  at  least  doubt- 
ful, to  come  before  Parliament  and  obey 
the  spirit  of  the  Act.  This  was  simply 
what  the  Government  proposed  to  do 
now,  and  this  course  was  in  accord- 
ance with  Constitutional  practice.  What 
was  the  objection  raised  on  the  opposite 
side  ?  It  was  that  the  noble  Loni  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  was   not   in   his 

§lace.  Well,  whose  fault  was  that? 
'he  noble  Lord  knew  voir  well  that  the 
question  would  be  brought  forward,  for 
he  had  the  information  given  him  on 
Thursday  ;  but,  instead  of  being  in  his 
place  to  discuss  it — a  matter  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  thought  so  im- 
portant— ^he  had  gone  on  a  war  expedi- 
tion of  another  kind.  There  was  no 
violation  of  the  true  spirit  of  the  order 
of  procedure  in  the  course  which  the  Go- 
vemment  proposed  to  adopt  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion ;  and  he  submitted  that  they 
were  bound  to  take  the  earliest  moment 
they  could  to  communicate  to  the  House 
the  steps  they  had  taken,  and  to  obtain 
the  consent  of  the  House.  In  doing  so, 
they  simply  obeyed  the  evident  spirit  of 
the  Statute  as  it  occurred  to  him. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  said,  he  was 
rather  disposed  to  agree  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  come  forward,  at  the  first  possible 
moment,  to  ask  for  a  Resolution  of  this 
kind ;  but  why,  if  they  had  wished  to 
do  so,  did  they  not  come  forward  last 
Friday?  It  was  true  that  by  a  Standing 
Order  Supply  must  be  the  first  Order 
on  a  Friday ;  but  the  Government  did 
not  scruple  to  override  a  Standing  Order 
for  their  own  convenience^  and  they 
might  have  done  it  on  Friday.  They 
might  just  as  weU  have  overridden  the 
Standing  Order  then  as  now ;  or  they 
might  have  allowed  the  Committee  of 
Supply  to  go  on  in  its  usual  course  till 
half-past  6  or  7  o'clock,  and  then  have 
brouffht  this  Motion  forward.  The 
Speaker  had  ruled  that  the  Motion  was 
not  in  violation  of  the  letter  of   the 


921  P^rJhmtnt^  {FiBaVABT  33,  1886} 


Pr^etiurt. 


M9 


{Haadiag  Order;  but  would  aiij  hoa. 
Member  rentiire  to  estert  that  it  wae 
aot  coatrary  to  the  spirit  of  that  Order  ? 
He  proteeted  against  the  poetponement 
of  Bupplj. 

put*  and  §§r$0i  le. 


SrPPLT  [1»TB  FEBRUARY]. 

Mr.  MAajoaiBAjncs  and  Mr.  Jacks, 
Tvo  of  the  Tellers  in  the  DiTision  upon 
Friday  last  upon  Vote  15  in  Committee 
of  Happly,  came  to  the  Table  and  ac- 
qoainted  the  House  that  ther  had 
erroneously  reported  the  number  of 
Noes  as  136  instead  of  H6,  whieh  was 
the  proper  number  oorresponding  with 
the  IHTision  List. 

Ordmra,  That  the  Clerk  do  correct  the 
said  error  in  the  Journal  of  this  House 
by  stating  the  number  of  Noos  as  146 
instead  of  136. 

PARUAMKNTART  PROCEPrRR. 

Monosr  roa  a  bilsct  ooxxfrrsi. 

Tub  first  LORD  or  thi  TREA- 
SrRY(Mr.  W.  E.(}LAi>8ToirB;,  in  rising 
to  more— 

••  TUa  s  Rel#«t  CommHtM  U  appointed  to 
mnaiitf  tEt  qa««Uoo  of  Plocvdara  in  the  Hoom 
cf  r*>Amoiu,  and  to  iT|>(irt  m  to  the  ain«4ido 
■MBt  d  eiuliaii  Ralra,  and  npon  anr  Nev  Ralee 
whtrh  they  najr  conaider  denrable  lor  the 
cAcMet  daapalrb  of  boaineM,'* 

said :  The  objc<«t  of  the  Motion  which  I 
mnk««  to-niffht  upon  exceptional  grounds 
— nnd  it  IS  a  Motion  of  considerable 
urf^ocy  with  regard  to  the  Business  of 
the  House  is  to  give  the  beet  expedi- 
tion and  despatch  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  Owemmeot  to  give  to  the  examtna* 
ti'iD  of  a  question  which  has,  I  trusty 
ceased  in  suDstance  to  be  a  controrerty 
between  the  two  moet  numerotis  Parties 
in  this  House.  I  had  better  refer  to 
what  has  taken  nlace  with  regard  to  the 
subjert  durinf  tne  oourse  of  the  present 
Peeeiott.  On  the  erening  preceding  the 
delivery  of  theQueen*s  Spc-ech  I  recfired 
a  oouiteons  communication  from  the 
right  hon.  Qentlemaa  oppoeite  the 
LNMJer  of  the  Opposition  fSir  Michael 
HielBi*Beaoh),  incloeiog  to  me  an  im- 
portant Paper,  which  embodied  the 
Tiews  of  the  Ooremment  with  respect 
to  the  subject  of  PrrM^edure.  The  nght 
hon  Gentleman  invited  me  to  make  thoee 
Ttews  the  subject  of  a  previous  and 
frieadly  eonmunicatiott  with  a  riew 
to  the  easier  settlement  of  the  matter. 


He  added  that  it  was  his  intention,  un- 
ices I  wrote  in  reply  to  him  that  I  ac- 
cepted that  offer,  to  lay  a  Paper  con- 
taining the  plans  of  the  late  Oovomment 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  on  Thurs- 
day at  the  opening  of  the  Session  before 
the  commencement  of  Business.  At  that 
moment— or  at  least  within  two  or  three 
hours  afterwards — I  was  expecting  the 
usual  communication  with  respect  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  which,  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  Government,  is  made 
known  to  the  Leader  of  any  Party ;  and 
it  was  not  possible  for  me,  as  I  at  onee 
wrote  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
those  ciroumstances,  considering  the  im- 
portance of  the  topics  before  us  and  the 
variety  of  forms  which  the  announce- 
ment of  them  might  take,  and  which  it 
was  my  duty  to  consider  beforehand — it 
was  impoesible  for  me  to  make,  or  for 
me  to  ask  one  of  my  Friends  among  the 
leading  men  to  make,  any  proper  exa- 
mination or  statement  about  the  im- 
portant Paper  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, or  to  meet,  at  so  short  a  notice, 
his  friendly  proposal.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  consequence  of  what 
ho  had  said,  laid  his  Paper  on  the  Table 
of  the  House,  as  he  was  quite  justiBed 
in  doing,  on  the  day  when  the  Speech 
was  delivered,  we  proceeded  to  examine 
that  Paper  immeaiately  after  the  de- 
livery 01  the  Queen's  Speech  on  the  Brst 
night  of  the  debate  on  the  Addrees.  We 
found  that  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  placing  a  great  variet  v  of  par- 
ticulars before  us,  naturally  did  not— 
and,  indeed,  could  not — be  expected  to 
coincide  with  our  views  upon  tne  whole 
of  theee  particulars.  But,  nevertheless, 
at  two    coDclttsions— first, 


we 

that  it  wottld  be  very  desirable  to  make 
that  plan  thebasisof  further  and  friendly 
considerations;  secondly,  inasmuch  as 
we  did  not  seo  bow  private  Members, 
independent  Members,  of  the  House 
could  be  asked  to  surrender  their  means 
and  opportunities  of  bringing  subjects 
of  legislation  before  the  House,  we  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  well 
to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a  Select 
Committee ;  and  that  delect  Oommittee 
we  thought  otight  to  be  constituted  upon 
a  different  ba»is  from  the  ordinary  basts, 
which  pre«crib4»s  a  limit  of  lA  Mombers. 
We  thought  it  ought  to  be  a  Select  Com- 
mitti«e  of  very  much  more  cf>nsiderable 
extent,  perhaps  consisttng  of  as  many, 
or  more  than  twice  that  number,  so  as 
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to  gire  free  repreaentation  of  opinion  to 
the  Tarious  quarters  and  sections  of  the 
Hoose.  Sir,  in  point  of  fact,  we  were 
desirous  not  to  lose  what  appeared  to  us 
an  excellent  opportunity  of  arriring  at  a 
discussion  of  this  rather  difficult  ques- 
tion, necessarily  giving  rise  to  a  good 
deal  of  scope  foreyen  friendly  differences. 
We  were  anxious  not  to  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity of  approaching  this  question  in  a 
friendly  spirit,  if  it  were  possible  to  do 
so.  If  this  were  the  21st  of  January, 
the  question  of  reference  to  a  Committee 
might  be  a  more  open  question  than  it 
is  at  the  present  moment ;  because  on  the 
2 1st  of  January,  and  with  the  command 
of  the  time  of  the  House  from  that  date 
onwards,  there  would  have  been,  for  any 
OoYomment,  a  considerable  choice  with 
regard  to  the  taking  of  Votes  in  Supply, 
and  a  certain  portion  of  Government 
time  might  have  been  devoted,  not  with- 
out advantage,  to  the  consideration  of 
Procedure.  But  in  the  condition  in  which 
the  Government  found  themselves  on 
taking  Office  last  week  it  was  impossible 
to  do  that;  and  the  alternative  was 
either  to  postpone  the  subject  of  Pro- 
cedure until,  perhaps,  the  crowding  of 
Sessional  Business  had  become  greater 
than  at  the  opening  of  the  Session,  or  to 
take  the  course  of  asking  the  House  to 
refer  the  subject  to  a  Select  Committee. 
From  the  first  of  these  courses  we  were 
dissuaded  by  the  feeling  that,  in  the  first 
place,  such  a  postponement  would  not 
be  agreeable  to  the  sense  entertained  by 
us  for  a  long  time  past  of  the  importance 
of  a  settlement  of  this  matter,  nor  would 
it  have  been  agreeable  to  the  sense  so 
distinctly  manifested  by  the  Gk>vemment 
in  Office  a  month  ago  with  regard  to  the 
importance  of  an  immediate  and  effec* 
tire  prosecution  of  this  subject.  More- 
over, this  circumstance  offered  us  a 
favourable  opportunity,  and  enables  us 
to  form  a  sanguine  hope  and  expecta- 
tion, that  the  proceedings  of  a  Commit- 
tee of  thiskind  would  not  be  vety  virtual, 
and  would  be  useful  in  results.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  devolution  of  Bills,  which 
was  proposed  in  the  plan  of  the  late 
Government,  and  which  was  fully  raised 
by  them,  opens  up  a  channel  through 
which  I  believe  that  we  shall  proceed 
with  the  greatest  hope  of  success  in  the 
important  business  of  expediting  the 
performance  of  the  weighty  tasks  which 
are  incumbent  upon  this  House;  and 
never  before  has  there  been  a  period 

Mr,  W.  E.  Qhi$Um$ 


when  there  was  so  favourable  a  ptoepeet 
of  a  friendly  and  effective  handling  of 
that  subject.  With  regard  to  ooerdve 
or  penal  procedure,  I  certainly  still  ad- 
here to  the  opinion  that  not  a  great  deal 
is  to  be  hoped  from  further  progress  in 
that  direction.  [Sir  Michael  Hicks* 
Beach  :  Hear,  hear !]  I  am  very  glad 
to  see  that  that  opinion  has  the  sanction 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  But,  in 
regard  to  amicable  arrangements  for 
multiplying  the  means  and  instrumenta 
at  the  command  of  the  House,  I  am 
sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  we  may 
perform  a  very  great  public  service  by 
putting  that  mode  of  procedure  into 
operation.  These  are  the  general  grounds 
on  which  we  propose  to  refer  the  subject 
to  a  Select  Committee,  and  thereby  to 
give  effect,  so  far  as  circumstances  per- 
mit, to  the  intentions  entertained  by  us, 
and  also  by  a  large  number  of  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  It 
will  be  asked  of  me  what  course  I  should 
propose  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
should  take  in  respect  to  the  proceedings 
of  this  Committee  ?  It  will  be  felt  and 
thought  that  a  Government  proposing 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Uommittee 
on  a  subject  of  this  kind  ohargee  itself 
with  a  great  responsibility.  It  charges 
itself  with  the  responsibility  of  making 
known  at  once  and  in  full  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  views  which  it  entertains 
upon  the  subject,  with  all  the  points  of 
the  g^atest  importance.  That,  Sir,  is 
the  course  which  we  intend  to  take.  The 
Committee  will  not  be  bound  to  have 
regard  to  any  one  Paper  or  any  one  piece 
of  evidence  in  particular ;  but,  no  doubt, 
considering  the  importance  of  the  Paper 
laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  Paper  must  have  a 
prominent  place  in  whatever  attention 
the  Committee  may  give  to  the  subject. 
The  right  hon.  Ghentleman  may  ask 
whether  we  propose  to  submit  a  Paper 
of  our  own,  displaoingor  attempting  to 
displaoe  that  Paper.  We  do  not  propose 
to  do  so,  and  for  this  plain  reason — 
that  with  regard  to  the  main  proposals 
of  that  Paper  we  consider  ourselves  in 
sympathy  with  them.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  may  make  one  further 
demand  upon  us.  I  have  already  said 
that  there  are  points  in  which  we  think 
some  addition,  some  substitution,  some 
change  should  be  made.  And  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  ask — ''Is  it  your 
intention,   when    yon  oome    into   the 
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Oomnutl6«,  to  laj  b«fore  it  tlM  riewi  of 
the  Oovoniment  upon  thote  points  f" 
In  nntw<»r  lo  him,  I  most  My,  in  the 
moet  explicit  end  uneqniyocal  mannor, 
it  it  oar  intention  to  do  to.  It  ie  realljr 
en  ncknowledgment  which  we  feel  to  be 
doe  to  the  spirit  in  which  the  subject 
was  considered  br  the  late  Ooremment 
that  we  should  not  make  what  would  be 
an  vafair  and  untrue  appearance  of 
setting  np  a  riral  plan  when  we  do  not 
propose  a  riral  plan.  But.  on  the  other 
liaM«  it  is  necessaiT  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  for  those  who  may  repre* 
sent  the  framers  of  the  plan  to  know, 
and  to  know  at  once,  what  are  the  points, 
ttr  what  ars  the  principal  and  particular 
puints^  upon  which  we  should  be  pre* 
pared  to  propose  modiBoations  of  the 

rlaa;  but  it  is,  however,  quite  plain  that 
should  be  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House  were  I  to  enter  at  this  time  upon 
particulars.  Were  we  engaged  now  in 
»harp  controTersj  upon  erery  one  of  the 
iModtttg  items  of  the  subject  of  Pro- 
redure  it  might  be  necessary  that  I 
»hoold  mako  a  statement  with  regard  to 
tho«e  leeding  items.  It  might  even  be 
nseessary  that  I  should,  as  it  were, 
make  my  case  upon  those  leading  items 
in  order  to  justify  our  pro{>osals ;  but 
we  have  before  us  the  broad  fact— in  the 
first  place,  that  much  time  was  spent 
by  the  late  Parliament  upon  the  subject; 
in  the  second  plare,  that  it  is  gouerally 
ff*lt  that  tho  work,  as  it  was  left  by  the 
late  Parliament,  was  not  complete ;  and. 
to  the  third  place,  that  we  have  now  a 
great  degree  of  concurrence,  not  only 
m«  to  the  need  of  resuming,  but  as  to 
the  mode  of  resuming,  the  subjeot ;  and 
I  am  happy  to  think  that,  even  since  I 
rose,  I  fiod  that  concurrence  to  be  more 
pueitive  and  eztensire  than  I  had 
thooght  it  to  be,  because  we  appear  to 
be,  in  a  great  degree,  at  one  in  tne  opi- 
nion that  it  is  not  hr  penal  and  restnc* 
tire  msasures  not  by  a  serere  Code  of 
Prooedore,  but  by  the  judicious  tise  of 
onr  means  of  multiplying  our  instru* 
menta  of  action — that  we  should  really 
make  the  matest  and  most  effective 
piugiess.  If  there  is  any  point  upon 
whioh  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo* 
»ite  or  any  Member  of  the  House  de* 
sires  to  be  informed  as  to  our  riews  and 
intentions,  I  shall  be  meet  l^Appy  to 
sopplr  it.  We  aeespt  the  rs^KmsiDilihr 
for  the  Commitlee  we  propose.  We 
shall  eodeavonr  to  deal  with  it  as  a 


Oommittee  proposed  on  the  responsibility 
of  the  OoTemment.  We  snail  make 
known  to  the  Committee  at  once  the 
plan  that  we  propose  to  adopt,  though 
the  main  portions  I  beliere  to  be  con- 
tained in  the  plan  proposed  by  the  late 
Administration.  1  believe  that,  with 
these  particulars  before  them,  the  House 
will  be  perfectly  readv  to  judge  whether 
this  proposal  is  a  ri^ht  proposal  or  not. 
Little  advantage  will  oe  gained  by 
entering  W>n  the  particulars  of  Pro- 
codure  in  Debate  in  the  House.  I  am 
in  hopes  that  it  may  not  be  found  nooes- 
sary  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of 
the  House  in  the  discussion  of  the  Mo- 
tion which  the  House  has  agreed  to 
entertain.  The  grounds  on  which  we 
propose  this  Committee  I  believe  to  be 
clearly  before  you,  and  I  conclude  by 
moving  the  Resolution  of  which  I  have 
given  Notice. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed  ^ 

**  That  s  Seloct  Committee  be  appointed  to 
coiuider  the  queetion  of  Prooedore  in  the 
llooee  of  Commooe,  sad  to  report  ss  to  the 
amendment  of  esieting  Roles,  and  apoa  any 
Xcw  Ralee  which  they  may  conrndor  aeMrable 
for  the  efficioot  despatch  of  businfea.**— ( Jfr. 
IT.  E.  QUd»ii>mt,) 

Sia  MICHAEL  HICKSBEAOH :  Sir, 
I  wish,  on  mv  own  behalf  and  that  of  my 
Colleagues  forming  the  late  Cabinet,  to 
ackno  wh^dge  the  spirit  in  whioh  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  alluded  to  our  la- 
bours in  this  matter.  It  is  a  fair  return 
for  the  spirit  in  which  we  approached 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Friends 
when  we  were  in  Office ;  and  I  would 
only  say  that  it  is  a  most  satisfactory 
contrast  to  not  a  few  speeches  made  by 
hon.  Members  now  sitting  on  the  Go- 
vernment Bench  during  Uie  late  Eleo- 
tion  campaign  in  regard  to  our  condnet 
on  thb  question.  During  the  whole  of  the 
late  autumn  there  was  no  more  favourite 
subject  of  accusation  against  myself  and 
m^  Colleagues  than  that  we  were  the 
fnends  of  Obstruction,  and  were  deter- 
mined to  resist,  or  at  any  rate  not  to 
support,  any  alterations  of  Procedure 
which  would  make  this  House   more 

'  efficient  for  its  Business.  Now,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  those  accusations,  and  I 

'  may  venture  to  say  in  complete  refuta- 
tion of  them,  |we  have  the  right  hon. 

'  Gentleman  and  his  Colleagues  franklr 
taking  up  our  proposals  for  the  amend- 

'  ment  of  Procedure,  and  saying  that  they 
are  so  satiafsstory  that  the  Oovsmment 
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propose,  with  some  small  alterations,  to 
recommend  them  to  the  adoption  of  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House.  I  trust 
that  that  will  be  remembered  in  future, 
as  a  proof  that  this  kind  of  accusation 
brouf^ht  against  a  political  Party  has 
sometimes  no  real  foundation  in  fact.  We 
have  shown,  by  our  action  in  this  matter, 
that  we  are  as  anxious  to  improve  the 
Prooedure  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  make  the  House  of  Commons,  of 
which  we  are  proud,  thoroughly  efficient 
for  its  purpose  as  any  Liberal  or  Badical 
who  ever  addressed  a  constituency.  I 
quite  agree  with  what  fell  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  question  of 
coerdTe  or  penal  Bules.  It  was  not 
our  intention,  in  framing  the  Standing 
Orders  which  I  placed  on  the  Paper,  to 
deal  either  with  individual  obstruction 
or  misconduct  on  the  part  of  Members 
of  this  House,  or  even  with  the  greater 
offence  of  obstruction  of  Business  oy  any 
Party  or  section  of  a  Party.  These  are 
matters  with  which,  to  some  extent,  our 
existing  Standing  Orders  deal ;  and  if  it 
should  De  at  any  future  time  necessary 
to  take  any  further  steps  in  that  direc- 
tion, I  think  those  steps  must  be  of  a 
completelv  different  character  to  any  that 
are  included  in  the  proposed  new  Stand* 
ing  Orders.  The  objects  with  which  they 
were  framed  are  simply  these — to  enable 
the  House  to  spend  its  own  time  to  the 
most  profitable  purpose,  to  put  a  reason- 
able cneck,  consistently  with  the  liberty 
of  debate,  on  the  undue  protraction  of 
debate,  and  on  that  garrulity  to  which 
I  am  afraid  we  are  all  too  prone,  and 
to  enable  us  to  transact  the  Business 
of  the  country  with  somewhat  less 
tear  and  wear  than  we  suffer  from  our 
existing  Parliamentary  life.  Those  are 
the  objects,  as  I  understand  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  with  which,  on 
behalf  of  the  Oovemment,  he  proposes 
the  appointment  of  this  Committee.  He 
took  some  exception  to  the  mode  in 
which  we  had  undertaken  to  deal  with 
this  matter.  It  appeared  to  us,  I  must 
say,  that  it  would  be  better,  considering 
the  importance  of  this  subject,  remem- 
bering that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  had  placed  it  on  the  threshold  of 
all  the  subjects  which,  in  his  opinion, 
the  new  Parliament  ought  to  undertake, 
and  had  forcibly  observed  that — 

**  ThoM  who  wars  to  ke«n  for  logttUtion  on 
one  lubject  or  another  ihould  reooUect  that, 
with  regtrd  to  each  and  all  of  them,  the  primary 


qaeetion  wai  at  to  the  loand  working  oonditioii 
of  the  great  instrament  by  which  all  legiaiafcum 
ie  aocomptiehed.*' 

It  occurred  to  us  that  the  first  Busiaeaa 
to  be  done  by  this  House,  subject,  of 
course,  to  matters  of  great  urgency,  or 
those  which  had  to  be  dealt  with  within 
a  certain  time,  was  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject of  Procedure.  Therefore  it  was  I 
asked  the  House,  on  behalf  of  the  late 
Government,  to  give  the  question  prece- 
dence. Instead  of  that,  tne  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  proposed  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee.  I  do  not  rise 
now  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee;  but  I  must 
say  I  think  our  proposal  was  the  best, 
because  it  insured,  I  think,  a  more  earlj 
decision  upon  this  most  important  sub- 
ject. I  remember  that  on  February  20, 
1882,  when  last  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man called  the  attention  of  Parliament 
to  the  matter,  he  then  alluded  to  the 
numerous  Committees  which  the  House 
had  appointed  to  consider  the  question 
of  its  own  Prooedure.  He  told  the 
House  that — 


«4 


There  have  been  more  Committees  of 


Hooee  apon  this  iubject  than  upon  any  other 
matter.  There  hare  been  14  Committeee  aince 
the  Reform  Act,  or  one  Committee  in  ercry 
three  Sesaions  and  a-half.  There  hare  been 
•even  more  Committeee  npon  PriTate  Proee* 
dare,  which  ie  practioallj^  part  of  the  eabieeC, 
making  21  Committeee  in  all,  or  an  avenffe 
of  a  new  Committee  in  every  two  and  a-half 
years.*'— (3  Hantard,  [a66]  1134.) 

And  what  was  the  result  ?    Why,  in  the 

words  of  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman — 

**  Theee  Committeee,  never  leading  to  ade- 
quate reeolts,  have  now,  for  many  years  past, 
taken  effect  in  what  I  may,  for  practical  par* 
poeee,  call  total  failure." 

Now  we  have  another  Select  Committee 
appointed.  It  differs,  I  admit,  from 
previous  Committees  in  this,  if  I  may 
accurately  interpret  tbe  statement  mftde 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — that  in 
spite  of  the  wide  terms  of  the  Order  of 
Keference  which  he  has  moved,  it 
will  not  be  expected  or  asked  to  deal 
with  tbe  many  and  varied  sidee  of  this 
great  subject;  but  that  it  will  bave 
placed  before  it,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Government,  a  series  of  Beeolutions 
which  will  be  framed  by  the  Oovem- 
ment;  that  it  will  be  guided  by  the 
Government  in  its  deliberations ;  and 
that  the  Government  will  then  be  re- 
sponsible for  carrying  its  proposals  into 
effect.  If  that  be  so,  I  amnit,  althoo^ 
I  do  not  think  much  practical  good  will 
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b«  gttiaad  from  the  prerioiu  oontidaim* 
tioa  of  Um  propoMls  by  a  SelMl  Com- 
mitl««,  j«t  that  we  hmre  some  kind  of 
gfoanuitaa  that  tomethiof  moro  is  likely 
lo  eome  oot  of  its  labours  than  out  of 
the  labours  of  its  predecowors.  I  vill 
<»aly  say  that,  as  far  as  I  and  my  VoU 
laafuas  in  the  late  Cabinet  are  oon- 
eonied,  ve  made  the  proposals  which  I 
placed  on  the  Paper  m  no  Party  spirit 
vhatorer.  We  made  them  after  the 
ftallest  and  most  careful  consideration, 
alt^r  mneh  consultation  with  you,  8ir, 
•ad  the  authorities  of  the  House;  we 
Bade  them  on  our  responsibility ;  and 
what  we  proposed  in  Office  we  shall  be 
prepared,  to  the  beet  of  our  ability,  to 
support  ta  Opposition.  We  shall  enter 
the  CVimmittee  in  that  spirit;  and  al- 
thottf  h  I  should  hare  much  preferred 
that  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman  had 
brought  forward  his  proposals  for  dis- 
cttsskm  in  the  Ilouse,  still,  as  far  as  I 
eao,  I  will  do  my  bi«t  to  bring  the 
oouree  which  the  right  hon.  Oontloman 
has  suggested  to  a  suoceesf  ul  is^ue.  in 
the  hope  that,  by  so  doing,  we  may 
rsally  promote  the  efficiency  and  useful- 
neas  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Ma.  JOSKPH  COWiiLN  said,  the 
House  and  the  country,  in  his  opinion, 
were  to  be  congratulated  on  the  spirit 
in  which  the  Tezod  question  of  Par- 
liamentary Procedure  was  boing  ap- 
proached. It  was  not  now  a  Party  ques- 
Uoo,  but  a  i^arliamentary  one,  and  that 
was  satisfactory.  When  the  subject 
was  formoriy  discussed,  irritation  was 
caused  by  the  attempt  to  coerce  the 
Houto  and  limit  the  rights  of  free 
speech.  That  policy  was  now  to  be 
aoaadooed,  and  he  r«>joiced  at  it. 
Everyone  was  agreed  that  the  work  of 
IWliament  had  increaM<d  and  was  in- 
creasing, and  that  new  modi-s  of  Pro- 
cedure  required  to  be  adopted ;  and  he 
was  glad  to  sve  that  the  Prime  If  inisier 
dturraved  that  theee  modes  could  best 
bo  found  in  conciliation  and  mutual 
forbearance  rather  than  in  restraint  and 
reetnction.  Thus  far,  he  agn><*<i  with 
what  had  been  said;  but  he  oiiuld 
srarn^ly  say  that  he  was  as  h(»iK»ful  as 
to  the  result  of  the  Committet»  as  the 
Government  seemed  to  be.  The  Ciim- 
mtttee  would  be  appointed,  and  16  or 
30  Gentlemen,  as  the  caMi  might  be, 
would  argue  out  the  subject  in  much 
detail  upstairs,  sitting  for  that  purpose 
for  BMDy  daysi  perhaps  for  many  weeks, 

VOL.  COCn.     [muD  ismivs.] 


and  then  it  would  all  come  back  and  be 
argued  out  afresh  in  that  House.  There 
was  no  subjt*ct  that  more  men  spoke  on 
than  I^rocedure,  and  it  usually  happened 
that  those  who  thought  least  spoke 
of^enost  and  longest.  The  Kulos  of  the 
House,  liko  the  rules  of  a  Club,  were 
considered  to  be  matters  that  ererybody 
understood ;  but  if  tho  GoTommeut 
thought  that  the  Committee  would  help 
to  bring  about  an  understanding  he 
had  no  objection  to  its  being  tried, 
though  ho  was  not  hopeful  as  to  the 
result.  His  main  object  in  rising  was 
to  say  to  hon.  Members  that  it  was  quite 
p«)ssible,  without  any  New  Rules,  to 
contribute  rery  largely  to  the  better 
progress  of  Businei^s.  There  were  many 
amendments  that  could  be  put  in  force, 
without  Rules,  by  mutual  understand- 
ing. Take,  for  example,  the  custom  of 
giving  Notice  of  Questions.  Members 
read  out  long  Questions  on  purely  local 
subjects.  Many  of  those  who  did  that 
declaimed  against  Obstruction.  Yet  the 
reading  of  those  Questions  was  virtually 
a  kind  of  Obstruction,  although  it  might 
be  unconscious.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  the  Questions  to  be  read  out.  They 
could  be  taken  to  the  Clerk  at  the 
Table  and  printed  in  the  Order  Papers. 
Everything  that  was  sained  by  a  Ques- 
tion would  be  gained  by  that  procees, 
A  quarter  of  an  hour  a  night  was  some- 
times spent  in  listening  to  Notices  of 
Questions  of  that  kiud,  and  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  at  the  commenc4*ment  of  the  pro- 
c<«edings  was  important.  Again,  the 
House  was  not  interested  in  the  Ques- 
tions, the  only  people  who  were  so  being 
the  Members  who  n>ad  them  and  a  section 
of  their  constituents.  If  the  new  Members 
who  were  anxious  to  advance  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Parliament  would  act  on  that 
plan,  there  would  be  an  immediate  im- 
provement made  in  the  Procedure  with- 
out any  (^ommittee  or  without  any  discue- 
Mon.  There  was  another  suggestion  ha 
would  otfer.  All  parties  were  agreed 
that  the  answers  to  tho  kind  of  Quee* 
tiuns  he  had  indicated  might  be  printed 
and  distributed  with  the  Votes.  There 
was  no  Order  of  the  House  required  for 
doing  that ;  and  if  the  Speaker  and  the 
I^eader  of  the  House  could  agree  to 
allow  purely  Departmental  Questions  to 
be  replied  to  in  that  way,  a  further 
saving  of  time  would  be  effected.  He 
was  quite  sure  that  if  Members  would, 
in  that  and  many  other  like  ways,  have 
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regard  to  the  general  welf  are»  and  not 
to  the  gratification  of  personal  ohjecte, 
the  ueefulnesB  and  force  of  Parliament 
would  he  very  materiallj  increased 
without  any  of  the  elahorate  machinery 
that  was  eonletimes  put  in  operation. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  expressed  his  ap- 
proval  of  the  course  taken,  and  hoped 
something  wotdd  immediately  be  done 
to  saye  the  time  of  the  House.  He 
hoped  that  the  Prime  Minister,  in  the 
Resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee, would  not  overlook  the  great 
difficulties,  amounting  almost  to  abso* 
lute  impossibility,  which  private  Mem- 
bers at  present  suffered  under  in  getting 
legislation  through  the  House.  There 
were  between  100  and  200  Bills  before 
the  House,  introduced  by  private  Mem- 
bers, and,  under  the  present  Bules  of 
Procedure,  there  was  no  certainty  that 
any  one  of  them  would  pass,  if  persist- 
ently opposed  by  one  or  two  Members. 
He  urged,  therefore,  that  the  Bules  of 
Proceoure  on  Wednesdays  should  be 
thoroughly  reformed. 

Mb.  BTLANDS  said,  he  entirely 
concurred  in  the  course  which  the  Go- 
vernment had  decided  to  take ;  and  he 
hoped  the  Select  Committee  would  enter 
on  the  discussion  of  the  proposed  New 
Rules,  not  in  a  Party  spirit,  but  with  a 
desire,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  to  pro- 
mote the  conduct  of  Business  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  They  could  all 
remember  the  time  spent  on  this  ques- 
tion in  the  last  Parliament.  He  re- 
membered the  Autumn  Session,  with 
the  larffe  amount  of  irritation  it  pro- 
duced m  the  minds  of  many  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House.  On  that 
occasion  the  Rules  were  half  crushed 
down  their  throats ;  and,  indeed,  there 
was  little  or  no  independent  action  in 
criticizing  some  of  those  Rules.  It  was 
made  a  Party  affair,  and  he  always 
thought  that  was  a  most  unfortunate 
state  of  things.  The  result  was  that 
the  New  Rules,  being  passed  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  Opposition  and 
the  suppressed  dislike  of  many  Liberal 
Members,  were  not  loyally  adopted  by 
the  House,  and  they  had  been  practically 
inoperative.  They  were  entering  on 
this  discussion  in  a  different  spirit ;  and 
the  proposals  would  be  met,  not  in  a 
Party  spirit  but  with  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  conduct  of  Business.  He  con- 
sidered it  a  very  desirable  thine  that,  in 
the  first  instance,  they  should  have  a 

Mr.  Joseph  Cowen 


strong  Committee  to  thoroughly  thresh 
out  the  proposals  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment. At  the  same  time,  care  should  be 
taken  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
private  Members. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HART  DTKE  said, 
it  was  touching  to  hear  from  his  hon. 
Friend  opposite  (Mr.  Rylands)  of  the 
pressure  wnich  he  was  under  during  the 
Autumn  Session.  That  was  all  over  now ; 
and  he,  for  one,  hoped  there  would  be 
no  Party  spirit  on  this  occasion.  Ho 
could  not  doubt,  after  the  language  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  that  the  proposal 
was  brought  forward  in  good  faith ;  but 
he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Newcastle  (Mr.  Joseph  Cowen)  that  the 
Committee  would  not  lead  to  any  prac- 
tical result  unless  its  deliberations  were 
kept  within  reasonable  limits.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be 
abnormally  large,  and  that  those  who 
would  have  to  make  up  the  Committee 
would  resist  the  pressure  which  would 
be  put  on  them  and  keep  the  numbers 
of  the  Committee  down.  For  his  own 
part,  he  hoped  that,  at  no  very  distant 
date,  they  would  arrive  at  a  conduston 
by  means  of  which  they  would  be 
enabled  to  get  through  the  practical 
Business  of  the  House,  and  find  them- 
selves in  bed  at  an  liour  which  was  more 
likely  to  promote  their  health  than  the 
hours  which  they  were  now  obliged  to 
keep.    

Mb.  WHITBREAD  said,  that  the 
House  appeared  to  be  willing  to  accept 
the  reference  of  the  question  to  a  Com- 
mittee. That  was,  no  doubt,  a  correct 
decision  ;  for  the  House  was  not  a  good 
body  to  thresh  out  the  details  of  such 
proposals  as  these.  He  did  not  share 
the  hopelessness  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  spoken  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Hart  Dyke)  with  regard  to  the 
results  of  the  labours  of  the  Committee. 
It  was  quite  true  that  many  Commit- 
tees on  the  subject  had  sat  since  the 
Reform  Bill  with  but  little  result ;  but 
the  reason  of  that  was  that  the  pressure 
on  the  House  had  not  been  so  gfaat, 
nor  had  the  scandal  of  arrears  of  Bnsi- 
nees  before  the  House  been  so  marked. 
There  had  also  been  a  very  strong  feel- 
ing of  reverence  for  the  Rules  under 
which  they  always  had  worked,  and  they 
had  been  unwilling  to  lay  their  hands 
upon  those  Rules  in  a  really  reforming 
spirit.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
what  came  out  of  the  Committee  was 
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▼erj  much  affected  by  the  ■pirit  of  thoee 
who  went  into  the  Oomnittee.  There 
was  now  a  strong  feeling,  both  in  that 
House  and  throughout  the  country,  that 
their  Procedure  was  in  need  of  drastic 
reform.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
the  nnmbers,  he  thought  that  it  should 
be  a  large  Committee.  He  quite  agreed 
that  a  small  Committee  might  be  able 
to  get  through  their  business  quicker 
than  a  largeone;  but  they  must  remember 
that  there  were  two  things  to  be  thought 
of— they  had  not  only  to  thresh  out  a 
satisfactory  scheme  of  Procedure,  but 
also  to  get  it  accepted  by  the  House.  If 
they  conld  get  a  large  number  of  accept- 
ances  in  a  Committee,  it  was  certain  that 
the  scheme  would  be  more  likely  to  be 
receiTed  by  the  House.  There  was  an- 
other argent  and  Tital  part  of  the  Busi- 
ness to  which  he  wished  shortly  to  refer. 
Ever  aince  he  had  been  a  Member  of  that 
House,  it  had  been  a  matter  of  complaint 
that  Select  Committees  before  whom 
great  public  questions  were  raised  con- 
sisted too  much  of  a  repetition  of  the 
same  names.  Too  many  Members  were 
called  upon  repeatedly  in  the  same  Ses- 
sion to  serve  on  different  Committees, 
while  too  many  were  left  out  altogether. 
There  was  power  and  yigour  enough  in 
that  Assembly  to  deal  eren  with  such  a 
stupendous  task  as  that  before  them,  if 
they  availed  themselves  of  the  whole 
powers  of  the  House.  But,  under  the 
system  of  selecting  Committees  by  ar- 
rangement between  the  two  Front 
Benches,  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  the 
old  evil  of  having  the  same  name  recur- 
ring over  and  over  again  on  different 
Committees.  Everyone  who  had  charge 
of  any  subject,  or  any  Bill,  was  always 
anxious  to  get  the  most  experienced  men 
he  knew ;  and  such  Members  were  called 
upon  to  serve  on  Committees  until  they 
were  weaiy,  while  a  large  portion  of  the 
House  was  entirely  left  out.  In  that 
way  a  large  portion  of  the  House  did 
not  take  its  fair  share  of  the  Business, 
while  a  large  amount  of  practical  expe- 
rience was  not  made  use  of.  What  he 
hoped  to  see  was,  some  plan  by  which 
the  whole  House  might  be  employed  on 
Committee  work,  and  by  which  every 
Member  of  the  House  should  serve  on 
some  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  those  subjects  which 
could  not  be  dealt  with  by  the  whole 
House.  He  fully  agreed  that  it  would 
be  of  great  adyantage  to  get  rid  of 


some  of  the  useless  stages  of  their  pro* 
ceedings. 

Sib  WALTER  B.  B  ABTTELOT  said, 
he  hoped  that  they  would  be  able  to  get 
a  Committee  which  would  be  thoroughly 
representative  of  the  general  views  of 
the  House  upon  this  important  question, 
and  not  merely  those  of  the  two  Front 
Benches.  He  would  suggest  whether 
the  Prime  Minister  sbotdd  not  lay  upon 
the  Table  his  own  plan  of  Procedure,  so 
that  it  might  be  considered  along  with 
that  of  the  late  Government.  He  was 
glad  that  he  had  heard  no  suggestion 
made  as  to  any  further  application  of 
the  Bttles  with  regard  to  dosing  the  de- 
bate after  a  few  Members  only  on  each 
side  had  spoken. 

Ths  Mabquess  of  HABTINQTON 
said,  that  the  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Bedford  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  had  anticipated  almost  every- 
thing that  he  (the  Biarquess  of  Harting* 
ton)  had  desired  to  eay  with  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  this  Committee.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  (3h>vemment 
had  taken  a  wise  course,  and  that  it  was 
desirous,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
the  Committee  should  be  a  large  one. 
No  doubt,  a  small  Committee  might 
succeed  in  drawing  up  a  plan  as  tho- 
roughly as  a  larger  one ;  but,  as  his  hon. 
Friend  had  pointed  out,  the  object  of  a 
Committee  of  this  kind  was  not  only  to 
draw  up  a  plan,  but  also  to  endeavour 
to  bring  before  the  House  the  g^atest 
possible  amount  of  agreement  of  repre- 
sentative Members  of  the  House.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  say  more  on  that 
point ;  but  he  wiehed  to  call  attention  to 
one  subject  which  it  was  fully  as  neces- 
sary to  consider.  There  had,  up  to  the 
present  time,  been  a  general  disposition 
to  object  to  any  extension  of  what  had 
been  called  *'  coercive  or  restrictive  re- 
gulations." He  was  entirely  in  favour 
of  remedial  legislation,  in  preference  to 
coercive  or  restrictive  legislation,  if  the 
former  would  accomplish  the  object; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  unwise 
that  anything  should  be  eaid  which 
would  make  it  absolutely  impossible  for 
the  House  to  ooneider  the  question  of 
the  power  of  the  closure  as  it  had  ope- 
rated up  to  the  present  year,  and  as  it 
might  be  extended  or  otherwiBc.  Hav* 
ing  had  two  years'  experience  of  that 
new  system,  it  appeared  to  him  it  would 
be  certainly  necessary  that  any  Com* 
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mittee  whioli   had    to   inyestigate  tho 
Bules  of  Procedure  should  discuss  and 
consider  what  had  been,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  the  operation  of  the  Bule, 
and  whether  it  had  been  so  far  success- 
ful, or  whether  it  could  be  in  any  way 
amended.    And  in  view  of  the  proposal 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  it  appeared  to 
htm  to  be  all  the  more  necessary  that 
the  consideration    of   the  question   of 
closure  should  not  be  excluded  from  the 
scope  of  the  Committee.     It  appeared  to 
him  that  if  the  House  were  going  to 
consider  the  closing  of  its  deliberations 
at  12  o'clock,  or  half-past  12,  or  at  any 
fixed  hour,  it  was  absolutely  necessary, 
if  they   did  not  desire  that  Business 
should  be  a  great  deal  more  obstructed 
instead  of  being  less  obstructed,  that 
they  should  consider  whether  the  power 
of  closure  could  not  be  made  more  effec- 
tive.    In  fact,  he  could  not  conceive  that 
the  Members  of  the  late  Oovernment 
themselves,  when  they  laid  these  Beso- 
lutions  on  the  Table,  could  have  thought 
that  they  oould  lend  them  any  improve- 
ment for  the  transaction  of  Business, 
unless  they  were  accompanied  by  some 
improvement  of  the  Bule  relating  to  the 
closure.     He  could  very  well  understand 
that  they  (the  Opposition)  might  not 
have  liked  to  meddle  with  that  subject 
themselves ;  but  he  thought  they  must 
have  anticipated  that  a  suggestion  of 
that  kind  would  have  emanated  from 
■ome  part  of  the  House.     He  did  not 
want  to  discuss  in  what  way  the  closure 
ought  to  be  amended  at  the  present 
time.     He  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sary that  they  should  discuss  any  of  the 
BesolutioDS.     All  he  wanted  was  that 
it  should  not  be  understood  that  that 
subject  was  to  be  excluded  from  the 
consideration    of   the  Committee    that 
might  be  appointed  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion ;  because,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  in- 
timately and  very  closely  connected  with 
the   proposed  Besolutions  that,  as  his 
right  hon.  Friend  told  them,  were  to 
form  practically  the  baais  of  the  Befer- 
•nce  to  the  Committee. 

8ia  JOHN  GOBST  said,  he  hoped 
that  some  arrangement  would  be  made 
by  which  the  proposals  of  the  Oovern- 
ment, which  were  in  the  nature  of 
Amendments  to  the  scheme  of  the  late 
Government,  would  be  made  public,  and 
that  thus  they  might  have  the  advantage 
of  that  public!^  which  the  proposals  of 
the  late  Administration  obtamaa.    Ihey 
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should  be  printed  with  the  Votes  and 
Proceedings  of  the  House  from  day  to 
day,  as  they  were  decided  on. 

Mb.  MITCHELL  HENBY  said,  he 
was   glad   to  notice   that    the  present 
question  appeared  to  be  entirely  removed 
from  Party  influences.     The  longer  they 
were  kept  from  those  influences,   the 
more  hope  there  would  be  of  the  ^orta 
of  the  Committee  being  brought  to  a 
successful  issue.     He  wished  to  make  a 
practical  suggestion.    The  extension  of 
the  franchise  last  Parliament  took  place 
principally  by  a  friendly  consultation 
between  the  two  Parties ;  and  he  would 
submit  to  the  Prime  Minister  that,  as 
the  Conservative  Party  had  placed  its 
proposals  before  the  country,  if  the  pro- 
posals of  the  present  Government  at 
all  assumed  in  Committee  the  appear- 
ance of  being  opposite  proposals,  then, 
in  a  very  short  time,  no  matter  how  the 
Committee  was  constituted,  Party  feel- 
ing would  arise.     He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  right  hon.  Geutleman  would  con- 
sider whether,  by  consultation  with  the 
Leaders  of  the  Conservative  Party,  he 
might  not  eliminate  all  questions  whioh 
might  lead  to  such  deplorable  results. 
He  would  further  suggest  that  there 
could  be  no  Procedure  unless  there  were 
Members  in  the  House  to  take  part  in 
it;    and  there  could  be  no  Members 
continuously  present  as  lone  as  they 
were    accommodated    so    badly    as   at 
present.     He  thought  they  should  ap- 
peal to  the  Prime  Minister  to  endeavour 
to  ascertain  how  strong  was  the  feeling 
in  the  House  on  this  matter;  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
agree  soon  to  appoint  another  Committee 
to  investigate  the  subject. 

Mb.  GBEGOBY  said,  he  had  often 
heard  it  stated  that  it  would  be  highly 
inconvenient  for  business  men  to  attend 
the  Sittings  of  the  House  if  they  oom- 
menced  at  2  o'clock.  At  those  periods 
of  the  year  when  it  was  usual  for  the 
House  to  meet  at  2  o'clock  twice  a-week, 
he,  though  a  business  man  himself, 
found  no  difficulty  in  attending. 

8iB  BOBEBT  FOWLEB  said,  he 
strongly  objected,  as  a  man  of  business, 
to  the  proposal  that  the  House  should 
meet  at  3  o'clock.  Two  o'clock  to  4  were 
two  of  the  principal  business  hours  of 
the  day,  and  he  declared  that  the  pro* 
posed  alteration  would  be  most  incon- 
venient; and  he  would  be  surprised  to 
find  that  the  Legal  Profession  did  not 
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give  a  nmilar  opinion.  IIo  would  point 
out  tbnt  Mtotston  did  thoir  official  work 
up  to  3,  when  they  received  dopu- 
taiton«»  so  that  ther  mifc^t  bo  in  their 
pUc««  by  4  oVlork.  He  alto  had  a 
•tronf^  olij  taction  to  a  rogular  October 
8«>^on.  Thej  all  knew  that  any  man 
who  eooght  a  seat  in  the  Houmi  munt  be 
ready  when  the  IIouso  wat  summoned 
to  fire  up  bis  lime  to  the  publio  sor* 
vir«> ;  but,  at  the  tamo  time,  they  under- 
•t«KMi  that  U)  be  on  the  supposition  that, 
in  ordinary  timet,  the  IIou^o  would  meet 
in  Fitbruary  and  prorogue  in  Aufpi»t. 
I^nofficial  llombem  of  the  House  having 
discharged  their  duties  for  tiz  months 
ntight  surely  be  allowe<l  the  remaining 
»iz  months  for  business  or  relaxation. 
He  apprehended  the  minuting  in  October 
would  be  a  very  great  inconvenience, 
and  hs  hoped  the  Committee  would  give 
no  sanction  to  it. 

CArrxtn  KIKLI)  taid,  that  the  Hous« 
«imsistfHl  of  (i7()  Members,  of  whom  l^'2() 
were  old  and  3*>0  new  MemlxTs ;  and 
be  thought  that  before  the  latter  were 
called  up  m  to  take  part  in  the  reform 
«»f  the  IVKMMiure  of  the  House  they 
ought  to  be  atfordetl  an  opinirtunity  of 
l«iamtng  what  the  old  Rules  wen*.  He 
was  a  new  Moml>er,  and  the  first 
thaog  ho  did  as  such  was  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Standing  i  )rders 
and  Hules  of  the  House;  but  ho  was 
told  there  were  nono  available.  He 
was  further  infonne«l  that  he  might  g>> 
to  a  bookseller,  and  purchttM*  a  c<»py ; 
but  he  decliDid  to  do  ik>.  ^Lnn^iKtfr.^ 
He  maintained  that  he  was  entitl«Ml  to 
be  suppliwi  with  a  cM>py ;  but  wht*ther 
he  ought  to  apply  for  it  to  the  St>eaker» 
or  Uy  the  First  1  Commissioner  of  Works, 
or  to  the  S*»r]eant'at-Amis,  he  was  at  a 
lota  to  know.  AH  he  could  say  was  that 
if,  in  the  course  of  his  carec^r,  he  should 
cooifflit  any  breach  of  Ordf*r,  he  should 
plead  as  an  exeuM*  that  he  hsd  b(*en  un- 
able to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Standing 
Orders  from  the  authorities  of  the 
Hoose. 

Ma.  W.  E.  GLADSTtiNE  ssid.  ho 
ooght  to  answer  the  sp{M*sls  made  t  > 
him.  In  the  first  pla^e,  mth  regard  to 
what  fell  fn>m  tho  right  hoo.  <f«'ntl<*iimn 
oppotite  .Sir  Miohael  Hiiks-llearli  ,  hf 
had  perfectly  understood  the  spirit  and 
iatecitiuo  with  which  he  (Mr.  (iladttone^ 
had  spoken.  Their  deeire  was  to  pro- 
pose a  Oommittee  upcA  a  scale  which 
they  deemed  to  be  most  afreeable  to  the 
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ideas  of  the  House ;  and  he  had  been  abia 
to  gather  some  light  on  thai  snbjeet  from 
the  course  of  the  preeent  debate.  They 
would  endeavour  to  make,  with  regard 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  that 
arrangement  which  they  thought  would 
be  most  likely  to  command  approbation 
and  confidence.  With  regard  to  the  ap* 
peal  made  to  him  to  publish  the  Amena- 
ments  which  the  Oovemment  might  pro* 
pose,  or  additions,  or  the  variations, 
whatever  they  might  be,  that  the  (h>- 
verumont  might  d(*Aire  to  recommend  to 
the  House,  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  in  favour  of  that  proposal ;  but  he 
would  rather  not  give  a  positive  answer 
upon  it  at  the  present  moment,  booause 
he  thought  it  was  a  matter  that  perhsps 
the  C\)uuuitteo  itself  would  be  best  able 
to  d«>nl  with.  They  might  be  inclined 
to  publish,  not  only  the  suggestions  of 
the  (fovernment,  but  oth«*r  suggestions 
also,  and  he  did  not  at  all  see  any  ob- 
jection to  the  proposal,  or  to  the  spirit 
in  which  it  had  been  made ;  but  he 
thought  perhaps  tho  Committee  it^olf 
would  bent  deal  with  its  con^ideration. 
Then,  as  to  the  appeal  madvby  his  noM«3 
Friend  the  Membt^r  for  Hof^.^cndalo  (the 
Man^ue^s  of  Hattington)  as  to  what 
was  ci>mmonly  called  the  closure,  un* 
doubtedly  when  ho  said  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  House  had  more  to  eipect  from 
multiplying  its  means  of  action,  and 
judiiioubly  and  thriftily  applying  them, 
than  it  had  from  cof  reive  and  restrictive 
proietnlings,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  bo- 
yond  the  utterance  of  a  general  opinion. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Kent  Sir  WiUiam  Hart  Dyke)  was 
under  the  impression  that  he  v  Mr.  Glad- 
stone^ was  toe  person  to  whose  un- 
natural and  perverse  attachment  to 
what  was  called  the  cK»sure  it  was  due 
that  the  House  had  to  occupy  so  much 
time  upon  it  during  the  year  1662.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  ac- 
<iuainted  with  the  internal  history  of 
those  pn>ce<*dingii,  he  would  find  that  he 
was  far  wide  of  the  mark  in  what  he 
had  just  stati*d. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAKT  DYKE:  I 
sfMike  of  the  irritation  consequent  upon 
it, 

Mn  W.  K  GLADSTONE  said,  he  did 
nr/t  know  if  he  produ(<«d  the  irritation  ; 
liut  he  quite  agreed  there  was  a  good 
dfsl  of  it.  and  he  hoped  th«*re  would  bo 
none  of  it  on  that  or  any  pruaimate 
occasion.     Ho  bad  not  intended  to  give 
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more  than  a  general  opinion  on  the  mat- 
ter; but,  obyioufilj,  he  would  suppose, 
the  Committee  could  not  refuse  to  look 
into  a  question  of  that  kind.  All  he 
could  then  say  was,  that  neither  in  re- 
gard to  that  nor  any  other  point  could 
he  conceiye  that  they  could  wish  to  en- 
force beforehand  considerations  upon  a 
Committee  which  he  believed  would  be 
so  constituted  as  to  deserve  and  carry 
along  with  it  the  fullest  confidence  of 
the  House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Select  Committee  appointed^  "  to  consider  the 
question  of  Procedure  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  to  report  as  to  the  amendment  of 
existing  Rules,  and  upon  any  New  Rules  which 
they  may  consider  desirable  for  the  efficient 
despatch  of  business."— (Ifr.  Gladtione.) 

EAST  INDIA,  BURMAH  (EXPENSES  OF 
MILITARY  OPERATIONS). 

resolution. 

The  under  SECEETAEY  of 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Sir  Ughtred 
Kay  -  SnuTTLEWOBTH),  in  rising  to 
moTO — 

•<  That,  Uer  Majesty  having  directed  a  Mili- 
tary  expedition  of  Uer  forces  charged  upon 
Indian  revenues  to  be  despatched  against  the 
King  of  Ara,  this  House  consents  that  the  re- 
Tenuea  of  India  shall  be  applied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Military  operations  which  may 
be  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of 
Her  Majesty *B  Indian  possessions,*' 

said,  that  he  must  claim  some  indulgent 
allowance  as  it  was  only  a  fortnight 
since  lie  entered  the  India  Office.  The 
Btatement  which  he  would  make  to 
the  House  would  be  short  and  simple. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  Goyern- 
ment,  following  the  course  announced 
hy  their  Predecessors,  to  propose  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  that  there 
should  be  a  Joint  Committee  upon  the 
Acts  relating  to  the  Government  of 
India ;  and  it  would  be  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  to  consider  whether 
the  meaning  of  the  54th  and  55th  sec- 
tions of  the  Government  of  India  Act 
was  perfectly  clesr,  or  whether  anything 
could  be  done  to  remove  ambiguities 
which  existed  according  to  many  learned 
authorities.  Meanwhile,  the  Govern- 
ment,  acting  in  the  spirit  of  the  Act, 
■ought,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
the  sanction  of  Parliament  to  the  step 
which  had  been  taken  of  applying  the 
Bovennes  of  India  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Burmese 
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War.    It  waa  not  necessary  for  him  to 
detain  the  House  with  any  regular  nar- 
rative of  the  events  that  led  to  the  an- 
nexation of  Burmah.     King  Theebaw 
ascended  the  Throne  in  1878,  and,  not 
to  go  further  back,  ever  since  that  time 
the  relations  of  the  Indian  Government 
with  that  of  Burmah  had  been  anything 
but  satisfactory.    The  history  of  those 
relations  was  contained    in  the    Blue 
Book.     Matters  culminated  in  the  Ulti- 
matum which  was  sent  by  the  Viceroy 
in  October  last  year  to  Mandalay.  That 
Ultimatum  contained  certain  terms  to 
which  the  Burmese  Government  refused 
to  accede,  and  Theebaw  issued  a  hostile 
Proclamation  threatening  to  efface  the 
heretic  Christian  barbarians,  and  to  con- 
quer and  annex  their  country.     On  No- 
vember 1 1  the  late  Government  ordered 
the  Military  Expedition  to  Upper  Bur- 
mah which  Sir  Harry  Prendergast  com- 
manded, and  on  January  1  Theebaw *s 
Kingdom   was  annexed  under  instruc- 
tions from  Her  Majesty's  late  Ministers. 
When  Parliament  met  it  was  announced 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  that  Her 
Majesty  had  decided  that  the  most  cer- 
tain method  of  insuring  peace  and  order 
in  those  regions  was  to  be  found  in  the 
permanent  incorporation  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Ava  with  the  British  Empire.    What 
the  present  Government  had  to  do  waa 
to  deal  with  the  situation  so  created. 
When  they  acceded  to  Office  the  Vice- 
roy (the  Earl  of  Dufferin)  was  on  his 
way  to  Mandalay.    Her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Government  awaited  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Du^erin  formed  on  the  spot.     He 
had  not  gone  so  committed  as  to  prevent 
his  forming  an  impartial  opinion,  and  he 
had  now  telegraphed  a  rery  clear  and  a 
very  stroog  opinion  in  regard  to  Bur- 
mah ;  and  acting  upon  his  opinion,  and 
in    view  of  the    situation   created   by 
the   Proclamation  of  Annexation,  and 
the  announcement  in    Her    Majesty's 
iSpoech,  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
had  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the  coarse 
which    they    should  pursue;    the    an- 
nexation  effected  unaer  the  late  Go- 
vernment   must    be    maintained,    and 
consequential  administrative  measures 
had  been  authorised.    He  did  not  know 
that  he  could  give  much  idea  of  what 
those    administrative    measures   woold 
be.     There  could,  however,  be  no  doabt 
that  Upper  Burmah  would  be  admi- 
nistered under  the  authority  of  the  Vice- 
ray;  and  it  waa  hoped  that  a  ^stem 


Ml       Bmrwt^M  (Egpenus  of      {FsutVAUT  32,  1860}     HKiUr^  Opt  ration*].        V42 


of  admiDistniitoo  might  be  iDtroduced 
»uiUblo  to  the  peouliaritiee  of  tho  coun- 
try  and  the  peopio  of  Upper  Burmah, 
and  not  burdensome  in  cost.  The  Vice* 
ruj  WIS  peftH^ting  a  schomo  with  tboi^o 
objects;  but  11  er  Majesty *s  Government 
were  not  jot  so  fully  in  posfi««8j«ion  of  his 
Yi«*««as  to  mak«»a  mortM*xpUcitfitatemcDt 
at  pr«m»nt.  Ilaving  said  that  much,  ho 
thought  the  House  would  expe<'t  him  to 
aup|dy  »ome  information  as  to  our  rela- 
tions  with  the  great  Chinese  Empire,  our 
ni'ighbour.  With  regard  to  that  sub- 
vert, he  need  hardly  say  that  Iler  Ma< 
j4*stv*s  (tovrrnment  wi^re  most  anxious 
to  show  a  thoroughly  friendly  disposition 
towards  China,  and  ho  had  every  reason 
t*i  believe  that  that  desire  was  noartilv 
recipn)cat(Hi  by  that  country.  It  would 
be  premature,  however,  to  say  anything 
about  tho  precise  arrangement  that 
iniffht  be  come  to  between  this  country 
ana  China ;  but  the  Government  were 
hooeful  that  the  negotiations  begun  a 
litUo  while  ago  would  bo  brought  to  a 
perfectly  satinfacttiry  termination.  As 
to  the  cholera,  al^out  whiih  there  had 
been  one  or  two  ratht-r  alarming  Mate- 
men  t«,  calrulatt*d  to  make  peoph>  at 
home  anxious  as  t  >  the  health  of  the 
troops,  British  and  Indian,  now  em- 
ployed in  Upper  Burmah»  he  was  able 
to  give  moi»t  reassuring  inft>rmation  to 
Uie  House.  Bvtwi^^n  November  and 
January  a  slight  outbreak  of  tho  malady 
d«d  <Mi  ur;  but  there  had  been  no  cii^e 
f.f  i'holrra  among  tho  troopii  in  Vpper 
Bormah  since  th«*  fir»t  W(*ek  in  January. 
With  rvsfKct  to  the  ci>Ht  of  the  Kxpo- 
dition,  he  was  happy  t«>  say  that  the 
estiiuatee  which  had  reach«il  them  from 
th«*  Viceroy  at  Maudalay,  although  they 
were  necessarily  rough,  and  perhape  to 
some  extent  conjectural,  ct>ntirmea  the 
•tatement  made  by  the  noble  I»rd  the 
lata  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  the 
f»4timate  of  the  Vi<<Toy  b«ing  that  the 
t  >tal  c-»t  of  the  Kipt'-lition  would  not 
exceed  £:(')(), 000,  <vfn  if  it  should  reach 
that  figure.  The  SfH.rttary  of  State 
desired  that  the  mo%t  ample  rtKognition 
•!H>uld  be  given  of  the  nrotnpt  and  com- 
plete mannc*r  in  whirhtheCivdand  Mi  It- 
tAry  Authoriti'S  both  c»f  the  Indian  ami 
Madras  Government*  had  e<]uipp<Ml,  or- 
nnixed.  and  despatched  this  KifwHlition. 
lie  desired  also  to  recognix**  the  able 
cottdoct  of  Mr.  Bernard*  our  (*htef  C«>m- 
oitatiotter  in  British  Bunnah,  during 
the  whole  of  this  affair.    He  was  anxious 


to  acknowhnlge  tho  promptitude  of  Ge- 
neral Prendergast  and  Ccdonel  Sladen 
in  their  Expedition  up  the  riv(»r  and  en- 
trance into  Mandalay.  And,  lastlv,  he 
wished  to  say  a  word  aa  regarded  the 
efficiency  of  the  Indian  and  British 
troops  in  many  duties  oAen  of  aharassiug 
character,  and  to  acknowIe«lge  the  ready 
assistance  given  by  the  Naval  Com* 
mander-in-(  1iief  and  his  forces  in  fur* 
nishing  a  Naval  Brigade*,  whose  services 
were  worthy  of  all  praine.  Ho  had  already 
given  some  information  upon  a  very 
mournful  subject — namely,  the  conduct 
of  the  Provoht  Marshal  at  some  exei*u- 
tions  in  l*p|M*r  Burmah.  Further  infor* 
mation  would  be  given  aa  soon  as  posst* 
bh*.  In  a  communication  received  from 
tho  Viceroy  that  evening,  he  stated  that, 
after  inquiries,  it  was  certainly  untrue 
that  the  troo|)s  shot  persons  indis- 
criminately who  had  been  made  pri- 
f^onerH.  Those  shot  at  Mandslay  during 
the  past  six  weeks  had  bc*en  cai^es  of 
convicted  offenders,  under  sentence  by 
civil  oihcers.  The  Viceroy  explsined 
that  occasionally,  when  taken  red- 
handed,  the  leaders  of  marauding  par- 
ties were  shot ;  but  whenever  that  was 
dime,  it  was  in  every  case  only  u|Kin 
the  advice  of  the  civil  c»flicer  accompany- 
iiig  the  column  intrusted  with  the  duty 
of  suppressing  these  dacoits  and  so-called 
insurgents,  both  of  whom  robbed  and 
murdered  inn(»cent  villa  g«*rs.  They 
Wfre  cruel  and  barbarous,  the  Viceroy 
Huid,  not  to  us,  but  to  thene  innocent 
villagers.  This  dac^ity  had  been  an 
old  evil  in  Upper  Burmah,  but  excep- 
tionally ripe  under  Theebaw's  bad  go- 
vernment. l$o  far  as  the  Viceroy  could 
a«^ertaiQ,  there  had  been  no  undue 
severity  on  the  part  of  our  troops; 
and  he  spoke  of  the  calmneae  and 
humanity  of  General  Prendergast,  and 
said  Mr.  Bernard  w(»uld  not  countenance 
ex(H>Hfcivo  punirthmc*iit.  F(»r  tho  safety 
of  the  country,  and  for  the  happiness  of 
it-*  inhabitants  it  was  ab^>lut«'!y  nec«H. 
nary  to  supprc«fui  thei^e  gangs  of  robln^rs, 
and  to  punish  th<  »»•'  r<d»bers  and  mur- 
derern.  Further,  th»»  Viiert»y»nid  that 
the  paciticatitm  of  the  cfmntry  wo«  being 
I  etfetted  as  rapidly  as  |M»HMble,  although 
,  the  fact  tliat  a  larg<«  psrt  ot  the  country 
;  was  covennl  with  juug'e  r<*ndered  the 
work  exceptionally  ditheult.  Coming 
I  to  the  Amendmc-iit  of  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Aberdeen  ^Mr. 
■  Hunter)  had  given  Notice,  he  obeenred 
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that  his  hon.  Friend  proposed  to  move 
that  it  was  unjust  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  this  Expedition  out  of  the  Tndian  Be- 
venues.     He  (Sir  Ughtred  Kay-Shuttle- 
worth)  did  not  know  by  what  arguments 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  proposed 
to  support  the  Amendment.      But   he 
anticipated  that  one  of  these  would  be 
that  this  was  a  war  for  British  trade. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  an- 
nexation might  have  an  effect  on  British 
trade ;  he  hoped,   indeed,  that  an  im- 
provement in  the  trade  of  the  country 
might  be  one  of  its  effects.     But  a  war 
undertaken  for  that  purpose  would  have 
been  unjustifiable.  '  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment    was,    however,    prepared   to 
deny  that  the  war  was  undertaken  for 
any  such  purpose.     The  real  ground  of 
the  Viceroy's  action,  as  Her  Majesty's 
Government  concluded  on  reading  the 
Papers,  was  the  protection  and  safety 
of  British   Burmah,  and  of  Her   Ma- 
jesty's other  Dominions  in  that  part  of  the 
world.     The  Gt>vemment  of  King  Thee- 
baw  had  been  endeavouring  for  some 
time  past  to  establish  political  relations 
with  other  Powers ;  and  its  object  was 
clearly  to  annoy  the    Government  of 
India.    It  was  obvious  that  the  results 
of   such   conduct  would  eventnally  be 
dangerous  to  the  Indian  Empire ;  and  it 
was  evident  that  it  was  largely  on  that 
ground  that  the  Viceroy  based  his  action. 
If  that  view  were  correct,  he  ( Sir  Ughtred 
Kay- Shuttle  worth)  ventured  to  contend, 
on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Gt>vemment, 
that  the   British  taxpayers  could  not 
be  fairly  asked  to  pay  the  costs  of  this 
Expedition,  and   that  it  was   properly 
payable  out  of  the  Bevenues  of  India. 
There  were  two  other  arguments  which 
might  be  used  agaiust  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  though  upon  the  first  hedid not  lay 
much  stress.     This  was  a  comparatively 
small  sum.    So  far  as  the  information 
sent  by  the  Viceroy  was  concerned,  the 
expenses  of  the  Expedition  were,  as  he 
liad  before  observed,  estimated  not  to 
exceed  £300,0C0.     Not  only,  therefore, 
was  this  a  comparatively  small  affair, 
but  the  Expe<lition  was  distinctly  under- 
taken for  the  defence  of  British  Burmah 
and  other  Possessions  in  that  part  of 
Asia.     On  the  other  hand,  there  was  no 
ground  for  laying  the  burden  of  this 
war  on  the  British  taxpayer.     But  there 
was  a  further  argument  for  placing  this 
burden  on  the  Indian  Bevenue  which  he 


many  years  British  Burmah  had  been  a 
source  of  very  considerable  Bevenue  to 
India.     Here  was  an  Expedition  under- 
taken for  the  defence  of  British  Burmah^ 
and  so  far  as  the  taxpayers  of  the  rest 
of  India  were  concerned,  they  were  only 
asked  to  make  a  small  return  out  of  this 
large  annual  contribution.     As  to  the 
probable  future  of  Upper  Burmah,  he 
did  not  wish  to  put  before  the  House 
any  very  rosy  or  sanguine  view   re- 
garding the  development  of  trade  likely 
to  spring  from  our  annexation  of  Upper 
Burmah.     It  was  safer  not  to  indulge 
in  prophetic  anticipations,  which  were 
often  not  realized,  and  he  would  not 
hold    out    any    exaggerated    anticipa- 
tions.    There  was,  however,  one  fact 
before  the  House  which  was  of  an  en- 
couraging character,  and  which  would 
form  much  more  solid  ground  than  any 
anticipation  he  could  put  forward,  and 
that  was  the  fact  that  the  population, 
the  Bevenue,  and  the  trade  of  British 
Burmah  had  increased  enormously  since 
it  had  become  a  British  Province.     In 
1862-3  the  population  of  British  Burmah 
was     2,500,000,    while    in     1883-4    it 
amounted  to  3,700,000.     The  Bevenue 
in  the  earlier  period  he  had  mentioned 
did  not  reach  £1,000,000;  but  in  1883-4 
it  was  nearly  £3,000,000.  At  the  former 
period,  the  trade  of  the  country,  indud* 
ing   imports  and    exports,   was   under 
£2,000,000;  whereas,  in    1883,  it  ap- 
proached £10,500.000.  That  was  to  say, 
the  Bevenue  of  British  Burmah  had  been 
trebled  in  the  period  referred  to,  while 
its  trade   had  been  more  than  quin- 
tupled.   If  any  such  results  should  be 
obtained  in  Upper  Burmah,  then  this 
House  would  have  very  good  reason  to 
be  satisfied.    The  hon.    Baronet  con- 
cluded by  moving   the  Besolution   of 
which  be  had  given  Notice. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That,  llrr  Vajesty  hariDir  dir«ct«d  a  3Uli- 
tary  eipcdition  of  Her  forces  charged  upon 
Indian  revenues  to  be  dtspatchsd  against  the 
King  of  Ava,  this  House  consents  that  the 
revenues  of  India  shall  be  applied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Military  operations  which  may 
bo  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Indian  posssmiobs."  —  {Str 
Ughtred  K4iy-ShtiUl*%corth) 

Mb.  HUNTEB,  in  rising  to  move,  as 
an  Amendment — 


*'  That  this  HoQse  is  of  opinion  that  it  woold 
be  unjust  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  Military 
—      .  operations  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ara  out  of  the 
would  place    before  the  House.     For    revenues  ol  India,** 


Sir  Ightnd  Ktiy'ShuttUworih 
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of  administration  might  be  introduced 
suitable  to  the  peouliarities  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  people  of  Upper  Burmah, 
and  not  burdensome  in  cost.  The  Vice- 
roy was  Defecting  a  scheme  with  these 
objects ;  but  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  not  yet  so  fully  in  possession  of  his 
▼iews  as  to  make  a  more  explicit  statement 
at  present.  Having  said  that  much,  he 
thought  the  House  would  expect  him  to 
supply  some  information  as  to  our  rela- 
tions with  the  great  Chinese  Empire,  our 
neighbour.  With  regard  to  that  sub- 
ject, he  need  hardly  say  that  Her  Ma« 
jesty's  Government  were  most  anxious 
to  show  a  thoroughly  friendly  disposition 
towards  China,  and  he  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  that  desire  was  heartily 
reciprocated  by  that  country.  It  would 
be  premature,  however,  to  say  anything 
about  the  precise  arrangement  that 
might  be  come  to  between  this  country 
and  China;  but  the  Government  were 
hopeful  that  the  negotiations  begun  a 
little  while  ago  would  be  brought  to  a 
perfectly  satisfactory  termination.  As 
to  the  cholera,  about  which  there  had 
been  one  or  two  rather  alarming  state- 
ments, calculated  to  make  people  at 
home  anxious  as  to  the  health  of  the 
troops,  British  and  Indian,  now  em- 
ployed in  Upper  Burmah,  he  was  able 
to  give  most  reassuring  information  to 
the  House.  Between  November  and 
January  a  slight  outbreak  of  the  malady 
did  occur ;  but  there  had  been  no  case 
of  cholera  among  the  troops  in  Upper 
Burmah  since  the  first  week  in  January. 
With  respect  to  the  cost  of  the  Expe- 
dition, he  was  happy  to  say  that  the 
estimates  which  had  reached  them  from 
the  Viceroy  at  Mandalay,  although  they 
were  necessarily  rough,  and  perhaps  to 
some  extent  conjectural,  confirmed  the 
statement  made  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  the 
estimate  of  the  Viceroy  being  that  the 
total  cost  of  the  Expedition  would  not 
exceed  £300,000,  even  if  it  should  reach 
that  figure.  The  Secretary  of  State 
desired  that  the  most  ample  recognition 
should  be  given  of  the  prompt  and  com- 
plete manner  in  which  the  Civil  and  Mili- 
tary Authorities  both  of  the  Indian  and 
Madras  Governments  had  equipped,  or- 
ganized, and  despatched  this  Expedition. 
He  desired  also  to  recognize  the  able 
conduct  of  Mr.  Bernard,  our  Chief  Com- 
missioner in  British  Burmah,  during 
the  whole  of  this  affair.    He  was  anxious 


to  acknowledge  the  promptitude  of  Ge- 
neral Prendergast  and  Colonel  Sladen 
in  their  Expedition  up  the  river  and  en- 
trance into  Mandalay.  And,  lastly,  he 
wished  to  say  a  word  as  regarded  the 
efficiency  of  the  Indian  and  British 
troops  in  many  duties  often  of  aharassing 
character,  and  to  acknowledge  the  ready 
assistance  given  by  the  Naval  Com- 
mander-in-Chief and  his  forces  in  fur- 
nishing a  Naval  Brigade,  whose  services 
were  worthy  of  all  praise.  He  had  already 
given  some  information  upon  a  very 
mournful  subject — namely,  the  conduct 
of  the  Provost  Marshal  at  some  execu- 
tions in  Upper  Burmah.  Further  infor- 
mation would  be  given  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. In  a  communication  received  from 
the  Viceroy  that  evening,  he  stated  that, 
after  inquiries,  it  was  certainly  untrue 
that  the  troops  shot  persons  indis- 
criminately who  had  been  made  pri- 
soners. Those  shot  at  Mandalay  during 
the  past  six  weeks  had  been  cases  of 
convicted  offenders,  under  sentence  by 
civil  officers.  The  Viceroy  explained 
that  occasionally,  when  taken  red- 
handed,  the  leaders  of  marauding  par- 
ties were  shot ;  but  whenever  that  was 
done,  it  was  in  every  case  only  upon 
the  advice  of  the  civil  officer  accompany- 
ing the  column  intrusted  with  the  duty 
of  suppressing  these  dacoits  and  so-called 
insurgents,  both  of  whom  robbed  and 
murdered  innocent  villagers.  They 
wore  cruel  and  barbarous,  the  Viceroy 
said,  not  to  us,  but  to  these  innocent 
villagers.  This  dacoity  had  been  an 
old  evil  in  Upper  Burmah,  but  excep- 
tionally ripe  under  Theebaw's  bad  go- 
vernment. 8o  far  as  the  Viceroy  could 
ascertain,  there  had  been  no  undue 
severity  on  the  part  of  our  troops ; 
and  he  spoke  of  the  calmness  and 
humanity  of  General  Prendergast,  and 
said  Mr.  Bernard  would  not  countenance 
excessive  punishment.  For  the  safety 
of  the  country,  and  for  the  happiness  of 
its  inhabitants,  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  suppress  these  gangs  of  robbers, 
and  to  punish  those  robbers  and  mur- 
derers. Further,  the  Viceroy  eaid  that 
the  pacification  of  the  country  was  being 
effected  as  rapidly  as  possible,  although 
the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  country 
was  covered  with  jungle  rendered  the 
work  exceptionally  difficult.  Coming 
to  the  Amendment  of  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Aberdeen  (Mr. 
Hunter)  had  given  Notice,  he  observed 
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eogagement  entered  into  by  the  French 
Government  on  the  one  hand,  and  by 
the  Burmese  Government  on  the  other. 
This  Agreement,  it  was  alleged,  would 
make  France  and  French  influence  domi- 
nant in  Burmah,  and  exclude  British 
trade  from  the  Valley  of  the  Irrawaddy. 
But  what  were  the  facts  ?  The  French 
Government,  on  September  26,  1885,  in 
a  despatch,  informed  Lord  Salisbury 
that— 

"  There  waa  no  truth  whatever  in  the  report 
that  a  Convention  had  been  concluded  between 
France  and  Burmah  by  which  a  concession  for 
railways,  with  interest  guaranteed,  is  secured  to 
a  French  Company,  control  given  to  the  French 
Government  over  the  Customs  of  the  Irrawaddy 
River,  and  a  concession  granted  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bank  at  Mandalay." 

Thus,  on  September  26,  before  the  date 
when  the  Ultimatum  was  sent  to  King 
Theebaw,  our  Government  were  in  pos- 
session of  two  facts — in  the  first  place, 
that  their  Chief  Commissioner  was  en- 
tirely opposed  to  annexation ;  in  the 
next  place,  that  he  consented  condition- 
ally to  annexation,  if  the  representations 
referred  to  were  true,  and  they  had 
positive  information  from  the  French 
Government  that  there  was  no  truth 
whatever  in  those  representations.  As 
to  questions  of  etiquette  at  the  Burmese 
Court,  about  which  so  much  had  been 
said,  he  (Mr.  Hunter)  considered  that 
taking  off  the  shoes  in  a  hot  climate  was 
not  worse  than  taking  off  the  hat  in  a 
cold ;  leaving  one's  sword  outside  the 
Palace  was  not  more  absurd  than  a  civi- 
lian wearing  a  sword,  to  which  he  was 
in  no  way  accustomed,  when  he  went 
into  the  presence  of  his  Sovereign ;  and 
as  for  sitting  on  the  floor,  that  was,  no 
doubt,  an  attitude  to  which  they  were  not 
much  accustomed,  but  neither  were  they 
to  walking  backwards,  like  a  crab.  He 
maintained  that  the  blame  for  the  break- 
ing-off  of  diplomatic  relations  did  not 
rest  with  the  Burmese,  for  it  appeared 
from  the  Blue  Book  that  it  was  insisted 
that  the  request  for  the  return  of  the 
British  Agent  to  Mandalay,  after  he  had 
been  withdrawn  in  the  panic  after  the 
catastrophe  at  Cabul,  must  come  from 
the  Court  of  Ava.  Ho  thought  this  dis- 
posed of  the  pretexts  for  the  war  ;  and 
as  to  the  Bombay  Company,  it  declined 
to  enter  into  any  compromise  with  the 
Burmese  Governmeht.  There  never  was 
a  war  in  which  the, people  of  India  took 
less  interest,  and  there  never  was  a 
dearer  case  of  a  oomttiercial  war.  It  was 

Mr,  Hunter  '' 


unjust — he  might  use  a  stronger  term^ 
to  place  this  charge  upon  the  people  of 
India;  and  to  give  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  approval  of  that 
sentiment  he  moved  the  Amendment 
which  stood  in  his  name. 

Mr.  RICHAED  :  I  rise  to  seoondUbe 
Amendment.  I  could  have  wished  that 
my  hon.  Friend  had  given  a  wider  scope 
to  his  Motion,  so  that  we  might  test  the 
feeling  of  the  House,  not  merely  on  the 
point  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  our 
military  operations  in'  Burmah  from^the 
resources  of  India,  but  on  the  still  more 
important  question  of  the  general  policy 
we  have  lately  pursued  in  that  country. 
For  my  part,  I  must  state  my  opinion 
that  the  summary  [annexation  of  that 
Kingdom  was  an  act  of  high-banded 
violence  for  which  there  is  no  adequate 
justification,  decent*  events  andl'pre- 
sent  appearances  seem  to  indicate  that 
it  was  not  only  an  act  of  injustice,  but 
an  act  of  flagrant  folly.  By  suddenly 
overturning  the  existing^Government,  it 
looks  as  (though  |we]  had  [consigned  the 
country  to  what  may  prove  to  be  a  pro- 
longed anarchy';  while  there  is  no  little 
danger  of  our  |; becoming  involved  in 
serious  troubles  and  complications  in 
more  than  one  direction,  especially  with 
China.  I  am  sorry  that  the  present 
Government  are  disposed  to  endorse  and 
adopt  that  policy.  I  believe  it  would 
have  been  better  if  they  had  acted  as  they 
did  in  Afghanistan  'and  [the  Transvaal, 
and  reversed  the  policy  of  their  Prede- 
cessors, instead  of  following  it  as  they 
did  in  Egypt,  with  what  consequences 
to  themselves  and  the  country  is  now 
only  too  well  known.  The  pretext 
assigned  for  this  actjof  wholesale  confis- 
cation is  the  misconduct  of  King  Thee- 
baw. But  I  fear  the  real  motive  was 
that  we  coveted  his  possessions,  and 
were  determined  to  have'*  them  at 
any  cost.  When  Naboth*s  vineyard  is 
wanted,  it  is  not  diJQBcult  to  make  out  a 
case,  to  our  own  satisfaction  at  least, 
why  Naboth  himself  should  be  put  out 
of  the  way.  There  are  two  strong  pre- 
sumptive and  primd  facie  reasons  which 
incline  me  to  put  this  construction  on 
the  matter.  The  first  is  the  general 
fact  that  our  countrymen,  especially  in 
the  East,  have  a  perfect  passion  for  an- 
nexation. And  the  reasons  for  it  are 
not  far  to  seek.  For  whatever  these  acts 
may  cost  the  people  of  England,  or  the 
people  of  India,  they  are  certain  to  re- 
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doand  to  the  iDtor««to  of  the  dasses 
that  ehuBOur  for  them,  or  auch,  at  loaat, 
i«  their  belief.  l^When  the  iuue  of  the 
la«t  war  with  Barmah  was  pending, 
ther««  waa  a  dieoaseion  on  the  aubject  in 
the  House  of  I/>rda,  when  Iiord  EUen- 
loroagh  made  a  remarkable  tpoeoh. 
Home  parts  of  it  are  so  aingularlj  por* 
tiaeat  to  the  present  occasion,  that  I  aak 
p*rmi««ion  to  road  a  few  sentences  from 
It.  After  referring  to  the  prea^ure 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Indian  Oovem- 
ment  by  **  certain  enterprising  British 
m«rrhaota  and  tho  Press  of  Calontta  " 
in  faroor  of  oar  **  oecupyioff  the  whole 
Bormeae  Empire/'  he  added — 

**  I  h<»p<«  thAt  my  n'lchi  hon.  Friend  th<»  Go* 
«-rB'T  04»Q«rAl  of  In«ii«  will  (n<ttt  thnt  Pn«$ 
«iUi  Um*  «li«rriruti  whirh  it  d<«Mrr(*«.  Hut,  my 
\*  Hfl,  tb^r*  U  ml«i>  ADdthor  •criotu  prr««ar« 
«k.  *h  BT  ricbt  bun.  Friend  ouirKl  to  dt»r»ffArd, 
Aftl  which  it  will  be  moro  iUflicuU,  I  am  afraid, 
f  r  htm  V)  rMiU—thit  is  tho  nr«>mum  of  % 
f  art  of  th«»  (Mril  and  of  the  whole  Military 
N»TTif  ■•  Th^T  hard  befom  their  eye*  tho  oc. 
rvpAtaoo  of  Afhipiniatan,  which  prttduced  a  com- 
I  \0im  rvrolotioo  ta  tha  Army  of  Uongal.  That 
will  alw»t|t  be  the  caaa  whoro  a  (n^Hit  territory 
:•  t<»  beocropiM  e^rn  for  a  time,  and  ttill  more 
wK»r»  a  new  territory  ii  to  be  annexed  to  and 
br  ucht  mid«r  onr  dominion.  Yoanir  ofHcvrt 
arr  then  \  t^ced  in  ci>mmand  of  dittricta ;  oth«*n 
afv  piai^  m  political  employ  ntfot,  where  they 
»  tuidl)  iirei  t  the  o[ienilioo  of  tr<)0)>e  under  tin* 
r  nmand  of  their  •a{w<ri<in.  (treat  rewards  and 
diitinrUotie  are  obttined,  frmt  talents  exhibited 
—  aod  errry  man,  with  a  natural  ambition,  looks 
f  rwanl  to  the  prtim^tion  he  may  attain ;  and 
t  .  n  the  idm  of  a  new  war,  likely  to  ti-nninate 
in  new  *  «|ti««t«,  !•  d«-»r  t<>  that  Army  -an 
Armr  fall  of  enterfmfe  and  of  thoee  ft«rlinirs 
wh»'h  natorally  eii*tte  military  mm  to  |n^>«t 
s'tt-jaa.  rn^ersorh  drcomatanc«<e,  I  iriew  with 
ffT«at  alarm  the  annexation  to  oar  Empire  of  a 
lArir*  purtiiin  — ay<\  or  ercn  of  any  portion— of 
iL"  ftormrse  territiiry.** 

Kemember  this  was  in  1H53,  when  thvre 
were  people  already  demaodini^  that  we 
ahoala  oorupy  the  whole  Burme«e  Em- 
pir*.  Thia  Isads  me  to  my  M*cond  reason 
i*9f  belt«fio|(  that  the  rood  net  of  King 
1  t.««baw  was  a  mere  prFt4«xt  for  the  act 
now  consummated.  It  is  perfectly  no- 
turtooa  that  the  s«Htlers  in  Britiah  Bar- 
mah, barked  by  the  Anf^lo-Indian  and 
Ao|flo->Cbineee  Preas,  hare  been  for  a 
l'<nK  time  — >  for  many  y«*ars  befire 
Th#ebaw  eame  to  the  Throne-*hanker- 
inir  alter  their  ni^iichbour'a  posssssions 
in  thai  rscioa«  aiid  never  ceaetng  to 
addrsas  vehement  exhortationa  to  the 
ladiaa  OoremmenI  to  go  in  and  S4*iae 
the  land,  on  any  pretence  whatever. 
Ooloael  Laurie  informs  us  that  when  he 


waa  in  Bangoon,  in  \MA — 14  years  be« 
fore  theacoession  of  Theebaw*— he  found 
a  loud  demand  even  then  for  war  and 
annexation.  Hy  hon.  Friend  the  Hem* 
her  for  North  Aberdeen  has  already, 
on  a  former  occiiAion,  referred,  as 
a  sif^nitioent  indication  of  the  ftH«Iiiig 
prevalent  at  Rangoon,  to  the  pretty 
sharp  rebuko  administ^'rei  by  Ijord 
Mayo»  in  1H69,  to  tho  Chief  Commis- 
sioner,  expri»Ming  the  extreme  regrot 
and  disapproval  with  which  hu  would 
regard  any  action  tending  towards  fiir- 
ther  annexation.  And  when  voung 
Margery  was  murdered  on  the  foolish 
expcnlition  on  which  he  was  sent  from 
China  to  Burmah,  though  there  was 
ample  evidence  that  the  Burmese  (}o* 
vemment  were  in  no  wav  implicated 
in  that  tranaaction,  and  the  Governor 
(General  in  Council  issued  a  special 
Minute,  absolving  that  Oovemment 
from  all  imputation,  the  Anglo-Indian 
and  Anglo-Chinese  Press  eagerly  seized 
upon  the  incident  as  furnishing  a  eapital 
pretext  for  the  oonfisoation  of  Burmah. 
Th$  N^th  Chins  H0rM  said^ 

"  If  the  Bnnne«e  King's  comDlicitjr  can  be 
proved  so  mach  the  bett4«r.  His  depttettion  and 
the  adranco  of  the  British  Frontier  to  tho 
b<irdert  of  Yonaan  woald  be  a  grsat  political 
♦fain." 

And»  then,  mark  this  other  extract  ftom 
the  same  S'lurce — 

"  The  pitliti*  aI  adrantaj^  of  occapying  Bur* 
me«o  territory  would  not  be  confined  to  India. 
The  contifpiitv  of  the  British  Indian  Frontier 
with  that  of  \  onnan  would  mean  a  prsMore  oa 
China  that  coold  hardly  fail  to  be  felt  at 
Pckin.*' 

But  it  looks  now  as  if  China  were  going 
to  put  a  rather  inconvenient  preeaare 
upon  us.  All  this  proves  that  the  spolia- 
tion  of  Burmah  waa  a  foregone  con- 
clusion for  many  years.    The  principal 
points  relied  upon  by  those  who  vindi* 
rate  the  annexation  an>  three.     First, 
the  ma^^arres  and  crueltiee  per|»etrated 
by  the  King  upon  hia  own  relatives  to 
protect  himself  against  rival  clairoanta 
,  to  the  Throne.     Secondly,  his  daring  tj 
enter    into    communication    with     the 
I  French  and  Italian  Govcmmenta  with- 
'  out  our  leave.  And,  thirdly,  his  quarrel 
with  the  Bombay  and  Burmah  Trading 
(^iqipany  about  certain  logs  of  wood. 
I  With  regard  to  the  charges  of  cruelty, 
'  I  dare  say  King  Theebaw  is  not  a  venr 
deatrmble  person.     It  is  likelv  enoog h 
thai  he  followed  the  abominable  enelom 
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whioh  Boems  to  prevail  in  that  country 
at  the  accession  of  a  new  Sovereign,  of 
putting  out  of  the  way  other  members  of 
the  Royal  Family.  But  I  have  no  doubt 
myself  that  some  of  the  representations 
which  have  been  sent  to  this  country  of 
the  ''horrible  cruelties''  committed  at 
Mandalay  have  been  g^atly  exaggerated, 
coloured,  and  cooked  for  the  home 
market,  to  prepare  for  further  outcries 
in  favour  of  annexation.  Indeed,  some 
of  them  bear  on  their  face  a  questionable 
character ;  for  we  have  given  to  us  the 
minutest  details  of  what  was  going  on 
in  the  recesses  of  Burmese  prisons,  not 
only  as  to  the  number  of  executions, 
but  as  to  the  precise  mode  in  every 
case ;  and,  in  some  instances,  we  have 
the  conversations  that  took  place  between 
the  prisoners  before  they  were  led  out  to 
ezeoution.  One  would  like  to  know  bow 
all  these  particulars  were  got  at.  In 
one  of  the  despatches  sent  by  the  Indian 
Qovemment  to  Lord  Cranbrook  when  he 
was  at  the  India  Office,  they  dilate,  as 
usual,  upon  the  cruelties  and  barbarities 
practisea  by  the  King,  and  then  add, 
very  nai?ely,  that  all  they  knew  of  them 
was  from  popular  report,  and  from  the 
statements  of  one  of  the  rival  Princes, 
who  was  a  pretender  for  the  Throne — 
not  a  very  satisfactory  testimony,  surely, 
on  which  to  rob  a  man  of  bis  Crown  and 
country.  Then,  our  sensibilities  are  very 
partial  and  local,  for  while  we  shudder 
and  are  filled  with  indignation  at  the 
violent  death  of  100  or  200  people  at 
Mandalay,  we  seem  quite  comfortable  in 
conscience  when  we  know  that  our  own 
Government,  during  the  last  10  years, 
must  have  slaughtered  50,000  or  60,000 
human  beings.  For  my  part,  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  have  come  to  look  with  a 
gpood  deal  of  suspicion  on  the  re- 
presentations sent  home  by  our  coun- 
trvmen  settled  in  those  remote  regions, 
whether  they  are  mercantile  adven- 
turers, or  newspaper  correspondents,  or 
even  Ghovernment  officials.  We  know, 
from  past  and  quite  recent  experience, 
that  it  is  very  easy  for  British  subjects 
in  foreign  lands  to  trump  up  charges  of 
a  formidable  kind,  o gainst  any  Kuler 
with  whom  they  want  to  pick  a  quarrel, 
eepeciallv  as  they  have  it  all  their  own 
way,  and  the  inculpated  parties  have  no 
fair  opportunity  of  stating  their  own 
ease.  We  have  not  forgotten  how  grossly 
Shere  All,  and  Oetewayo,  and  the  leaders 
of  the  Tnuiavaal  Boers,  and  Arabi  Bey 
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were  misrepresented  and  calumniated  by 
our  Representatives  abroad,  though,  un- 
happily, those  calumnies  were  not  dis- 
covered until  the  irreparable  mischief 
they  occasioned  had  been  done.  One 
very  remarkable  thing  is  the  striking 
family  likeness  between  all  these  acts  of 
aggression  and  annexation.  We  are 
always  told  that  they  are  undertaken 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the 
countries  annexed ;  that  the  great  body 
of  the  inhabitants  are  passionately  in 
our  favour  and  eager  for  our  coming. 
We  are  assured  that  there  will  be  very 
little  occasion  for  fighting ;  let  us  send 
a  few  regiments,  or  two  or  three  ships  of 
war,  and  the  people  would  crowd  to  wel- 
come us,  and  fall  down  and  embrace  our 
knees  with  transports  of  gratitude  and 
loyalty.  We  were  told  that  this  would 
be  the  case  in  the  Transvaal  and  in 
Zululand.  But  the  ^ety  reverse  baa 
always  happened ;  for  we  soon  find  that 
the  people  do  not  like  to  have  their 
country  stolen  from  them,  do  not  like 
to  see  their  Native  Government  over- 
turned, do  not  like  to  see  all  places  of 
authority  and  influence  usurped  by  a 
people  who  are  aliens  to  them  in  race,  lan- 
guage, and  religion.  And  when,  instead 
of  receiving  us  with  welcome  and  grati- 
tude, they  betake  themselves  to  arms  to 
defend  their  own  national  independence, 
we  christen  them  rebels  or  dacoits,  and 
shoot  and  hang  them,  without  mercy,  to 
any  extent.  But  whatever  may  be  the 
rights  or  wrongs  of  our  quarrel  with 
Burmah,  why  should  India  pay  for  it  ? 
Is  India  in  a  position  to  bear  further 
burdens?  Not  long  ago,  an  Indian 
official  had  said  that  there  were 
40,000,000  of  people  in  that  country 
who  had  to  go  through  life  on  insuffi- 
cient food;  and  I  have  lately  seen  a 
statement  in  Th§  Tim$9^  on  what  I  be- 
lieve is  good  authority,  that  in  the  19 
years  between  1861  and  lb80  more  than 
11,500,000  people  had  died  of  famine. 
And  is  this  a  people  on  whose  shoulders 
we  should  throw  the  cost  of  our  own 
quarrels?  The  bill  which  they  would 
have  to  pay  for  this  war  may  grow  to  be 
a  very  large  one.  We  are  told  that  it 
would  only  be  £300,000.  But  we  al- 
ways begin  our  wars  with  very  modest 
demands.  When  we  entered  upon  the 
Abyssinian  War  we  were  assured  that 
the  expenditure  would  not  amount  to 
more  than  £2,000,000  or  £3»000,000, 
whereas  it  had  not  been  much  less  than 
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£9.000,000.  Hm  OoTemoMiit  which 
h*d  promoted  the  Afghan  War  had 
f«tiaiated  the  coet  atfint  at  £1,250,000, 
but  that  bad  swollen  to  £18,000,000  or 
1' J0,00i»,04>0.  And  what  •eourity  had 
we  thai  the  Bnrmeee  War  might  not 
Ifl^  to  eome  auch  8um  ?  I  maintain  that 
wo  hare  no  right  to  tax  the  people  of 
India  for  thia  war.  They  bare  had  no 
part  or  lot  in  bringing  on  the  conflict. 
They  haye  never  been  conaulted  aa  to  ita 
|M»licy ;  and  they  are  not  represented  in 
this  iiooie.  But  though  they  haye  no 
meana  of  expreasing  their  opinions  here, 
they  haye  done  so  in  the  only  way  in 
their  power.  I  am  told  that  die  whole 
Natiye  I*rsas  of  India  haa  with  one  accord 
pronounced  against  both  the  necessity 
and  the  equity  of  this  war ;  and  I  warn 
vutt  that  the  time  is  not  distant,  if  indeed 
it  has  not  already  come,  when  it  will 
ti'»t  b«*  wise  or  safe  for  you  to  dis- 
r<  ,rard  Natire  opinion  on  matters  of 
this  kind. 

Amendment  proposed, 

T  >  1mt«  oat  from  tht  word  **Th*t/'  to  ths 
•e  1  'if  th«  QQ<«tion,  in  order  to  add  ths  words 
•*  t>  IS  iluQM  u  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  on- 
;  Mt  Ui  d«frmy  the  expeDMS  of  the  Militarj 
i.(*rmtaofM  in  the  Kinf^lom  of  Arm  out  of  the 
r-  fooeeuf  InOU/'-.Jfr.  Uumttr,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Uoeation  proposed,  '*  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  tho 
Qttcetion." 

Mb.  J.  II.  MACLEAN  said,  the 
Murfl*r  and  Seconder  of  the  Amendment 
had  asserted  that  the  Indian  people  had 
n^t  been  conaulted  as  to  the  laying  upon 
th«>  Itoyenues  of  India  of  the  expens<*fi 
of  the  Burmese  War;  but  it  must  be 
admitted,  neyerthcdttea,  that  the  Indian 
p<*ople  had  found  rery  able  adrocates  in 
that  Hoose  Thoee  Oentiemen  were  men 
of  extreme  sensibility ;  and  it  waa  notice- 
able that  wheneyer  a  disctueion  arose  as 
to  the  advance  of  Kutsia  in  Central  Asia 
they  were  generally  found  to  be  apolo- 
gists  of  KttMsa,  who  pointtnl  out  the  ad* 
yantagee  of  extending  Russian  civilixa* 
tii>n,  while  in  all  eases  of  the  advance 
ef  Britiah  eiyilisation  nothing  but  invec- 
tive  and  diaparagement  was  to  be  heard 
fn*m  them.  lie  had  listened  attentively 
to  bear  the  reasons  stat4Hi  why  India 
should  not  pay  for  this  war ;  but,  instead 
of  dealing  with  that  question,  they  con 


fined  thamsetves  to 


thequee- 


tion  ol  justification  for  the  war,  w 


was  quite  another  matter.    At  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament  it  was,  no  doubt,  a 
queetion  whether  there  was  or  was  not 
any  justification  for  making  this  war 
without  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  But 
now  it  was  admitted  thst  Lord  Dufferin 
had  made  out  a  case  for  urgenojr,  and 
shown,  by  his  despatches,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  act  promptly.  Lord  Dufferin 
had  ox|^ned  that  ne  had  proceeded 
without  delay  in  order  *Mo  circumscribe 
the  extent  of  the  war,  the  loss,  and  the 
duration  of  the  campaign.'*    The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman    the  Member 
for  Aberdeen  (Mr.   Hunter)  had  said 
that  the  only  people  who  agitated  for 
the  war  were  the  English  merohanta  in 
Bangoon.    lie  seemed  to  overlook  the 
fact  that  Lord  Dufferin  never  consulted 
the  mercantile  communities,  either   in 
the  East  or  in  this  country,  and  that  his 
reasons  for  declaring  war  were  of  a 
totally  different  character.  Lord  Dufferin 
pointed  oat  in  his  deepatchea  that  the 
mere  misgovemment  of  Burmah  had  not 
been  deemed  a  sufficient  reason  for  his 
interference,  but  that  he  did  consider  it 
to  bo  his  duty  to  inteirene  when  the 
King  of  Burmah  endeayoured  to  enforce 
unjust  exactions  againat  British  subjects. 
Even,  however,  after  this,  he  was  willing 
to  refer  the  matter  to  arbitration.    No 
doubt,  the  reaaons  for  the  war  were  not 
stated  with  that  frankness  which  would 
convince  every  reader  of  the  Blue  Book. 
Lord  Dufferin  was  really  forced  to  go  to 
war  by  the  French  intrignea  in  Burmah ; 
and  it  was  undesirable  that  the  Viceroy 
of  India  should  put  the  case  plainly 
against  a  Power  with  which  we  were 
still  in  friendly  alliance.     It  was  said 
that  the  French    intriguea  only  com- 
menced in  18H4.    But  that  was  not  the 
raM*.      In    1882  the   Burmese  sent    a 
"  »S.ientific  Kxpi^ition  **  to  Europe,  and 
it  remained  18  months  in  Paris  without 
oven  ealliog  on  Lord  Lyona.    It  was  said 
by  the  Mover  of  the  Amendment  that 
the  French  Government  explicitly  dis- 
claimed anv  intentitin  of  interfering  in 
Burmah.     But  Lord  Lyons  reported  a 
remarkable  conversation  with  M.  Ferry 
in  1884,  who,  while  asserting  that  the 
French  Government  merely  intended  to 
conclude  a  Mercantile  Trt*aty  with  the 
Burmese,  added  that  the  Burmese  Ex- 
peditinn  had  come  to  France  to  say  that 
Burmah  was  quite  ready  to  throw  itself 
into  the  arms  of  France.     S<ime  valu* 
able  informatioo  was  alao  afforded  by 
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the  Oorreapondent  of  Tk*  Bomhuif  GmuiU^ 
who  statea  that  the  Italian  Consul  at 
Mandalaj,  haying  obtained  aooesa  to 
certain  priyate  papers,  had  disooyered  a 
secret  engagement  between  the  King  of 
Burmah  and  the  French  adyenturers  out 
there;  that  this  had  been  transmitted 
to  the  English  Qoyornment,  and  had 
oonyinced  Mr.  Bernard  and  Lord  Dnf- 
ferin  of  the  necessity  of  immediate 
action.  It  was  said  that  the  Imperial 
Goyemment  had  no  right  to  inyade  the 
Dominions  of  an  independent  Soyereign ; 
but  those  who  asserted  this  could  not 
haye  had  any  appreciation  of  the  real 
position  of  the  British  in  India.  They 
nad  to  protect  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try ;  and  it  was  clearly  in  the  political 
interests  of  India  that  Lord  Dufferin 
made  war  upon  Burmah.  Lord  Welles- 
ley  acted  similarly  at  the  beginning 
of  the  century  in  banishing  rivfu 
European  influences  from  India;  and 
fortunately  England  possessed,  in  the 
brilliant  Irishman  now  ruling  oyer 
India,  a  worthy  Successor  of  that  other 
great  Irishman  who  laid  so  broad 
and  deep  the  foundations  of  her 
Indian  Empire.  The  French  Qo- 
yemment  disclaimed  what  was  going 
on;  but  European  Goyemments  gene- 
rally did  disclaim  intrigues  until  they 
were  successful.  If  action  had  not  been 
taken  these  French  adyenturers  would 
haye  established  rights  in  Burmah,  and 
representations  would  have  been  made 
to  eyery  European  Goyemment,  and 
there  would  haye  been  a  demand  to 
place  the  Irrawaddy  in  the  position  of 
the  Congo,  and  so  destroy  the  ezdusiye 
British  influence  oyer  it.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Richard)  had  talked  of 
£800,000  being  a  large  sum  to  be  paid 
by  India  in  the  critical  state  of  her 
finances;  but  were  not  the  finances  of 
England  also  in  a  critical  position? 
And  it  seemed  rather  an  austere  self- 
denying  ordinance  to  say  that  the  Eng- 
lish taxpayers  were  to  l>ear  the  expense 
of  all  extensions  of  Her  Majesty's  Do- 
minions in  the  East.  India  surely  ought 
to  pay  her  share.  It  was,  he  thought, 
Lord  Lytton  who  laid  down  the  rule 
that  India  might  fairly  be  taxed  for 
wars  on  her  Frontier  and  to  the  East 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Suez  when  no  Euro- 
pean Power  interyened ;  and  that  when 
a  European  Power  interyened  England 
might  contribute.  India  had  a  com- 
merce of  £150,000,000  sterling;  and  if 
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she  were  an  independent  State,  to  pro* 
tect  that  commerce  she  would  haye  to 
maintain  a  Fleet  on  eyery  sea  and  an 
Ambassador  at  eyery  Court,  whereas 
she  only  made  a  small  payment  for  the 
Indian  Squadron.  Therefore,  she  might 
be  fairly  asked  to  bear  the  cost  of  &at 
small  war  undertaken  in  the  East  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Empire.  The  Pro- 
yince  of  British  Burmah  had,  at  pre- 
sent, a  commerce  of  fully  £5,000,000 
sterHng  carried  on  with  India  alone, 
whereas  the  whole  of  its  commerce  with 
all  the  other  countries  in  the  world  did 
hot  amount  to  double  that  sum.  India 
was  also  one  of  the  largest  customers  of 
the  Chinese,  and  one  great  adyantage 
of  our  haying  possession  of  Upper 
Burmah  was  that  we  should  get  a  snort 
cut  into  the  interior  Provinces  of  China 
neyer  yet  touched  by  our  commerce.  It 
was  said  that  the  new  Proyince  would 
be  a  costly  possession ;  but  when  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Evesham  Division 
of  Worcestershire  (Sir  Bichard  Temple) 
was  sent  to  report  on  the  prospects  of 
British  Burmah  when  it  was  annexed, 
he  made  an  estimate  that 'it  would  yield 
about  80  lakhs  of  Beyenue  some  day. 
That  prophecy  had  been  far  more  than 
fulfilled,  for  the  Hevenue  of  British  Bur- 
mah  now  amounted  to  280  lakhs.  They 
might  look  for  similar  results  from 
Upper  Burmah,  especially  if  the  same 
energy  was  shown  by  the  present  Go- 
yemment in  completing  the  negotiations 
at  Pekin  as  was  displayed  by  the  late 
Goyemment  in  bringing  the  war  to  a 
conclusion.  He  therefore  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  same  decision  and  yigour  of 
purpose  would  be  evinced  in  realizing 
for  ESngland  and  India  the  fruits  of  that 
war  as  were  shown  both  by  the  States- 
men and  the  Generals  concerned  in  con- 
ducting it  to  a  successftil  issue. 

Mb.  MelYER  said,  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  spoken  had  suggeeted  that 
previous  speakers  had  dealt  with  anb- 
jects  not  strictly  to  the  point.  He  (Mr. 
Mclver)  fearea  he  should  sin  in  the 
same  direction,  for  he  did  not  rise  to 
support  that  particular  Amendment,  but 
to  speak  of  what  seemed  to  him  a  yet 
graver  matter.  He  only  interposed  in 
that  debate  to  express  his  regret  and 
surprise  that  Her  Majesty*s  Ministers 
should  not  have  thought  fit-— should  not 
have  thought  it  proper  or  found  it  oon- 
yenient~>to  lay  before  the  Honae  full 
and  adequate  grounds  why  they  ahouJd 
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ooaflm  whfti  1m  ImU  to  b«  tli«  pneipi* 
Uto  Mitoa  of  the  late  Ooyernmeiit  in 
Attoesittg  Upper  Bunaah.  The  Under 
StcnUrj  of  Htnte  for  India  (Sir  Ughtred 
KajHhtttUeworth)  had  indicated  to  the 
Houee  that  there  wae  no  going  back 
fnim  the  eeateiioe  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
n^atiiig  to  that  subject,  and  had  seemed 
to  soggest  that  though  they  might  drive 
a  eoach  and  fonr  through  an  Act  of  Par- 
lianeat,  jet  once  they  had  adopted  a 
paragraph  in  a  Royal  Message  there 
was  an  end  of  the  matter.  He  did  not 
koow  whether  hoo.  Oentlemen  called 
that  a  fundamental  law ;  but,  for  him- 
•At  he  questioned  whether  it  was  quite 
a  i  onstitttttonal  use  to  make  of  the  Sore* 
r«ign*s  name.  lie  would  remind  the 
preeent  Advisers  of  Her  Majesty  that 
t*.<*T  had  gone  hack  before  under  much 
tu  'te  dubious  circumstances  in  South 
Africa;  and,  although  ho  did  not  refer 
with  namijted  satisfaction  to  that  prece- 
d«»nt,  yet  he  would  point  out  that  they 
had  gofie  hack  bef6re  in  India.  The 
nrrumstaneee  then  and  now  might 
not  be  identical;  but  they  had  given 
Mysore  back  to  Native  mile  after  18 
}  cars  of  British  rule ;  and  there  was  no 
r«-aeoB  why  the  results  should  be  deemed 
uniatisfaciory  in  that  case.  Although 
the  Under  Becretarr  had  held  out  no 
promise  of  reconsidering  the  situation 
tn  Upper  Burmah,  matters  had  de- 
T*»lopea  there  since  the  annexation 
which  it  would  be  well  for  Her  Ma- 
j««ty's  Government  to  consider.  The 
d^epatch  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
f^  India,  explaining  why  they  had  an- 
nexed Upper  Burmah,  said  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  derived  special 
gralifltation  fktHn  learning  that  their 
troupe  were  welcomed  by  the  people  of 
that  cooatry,  and  spoke  of  the  g<»nuine 
dmtrm  on  the  part  of  the  Nativee  for 
oar  rwle.  Asoording,  however,  to  recent 
rvpofta,  it  reouired  18,000  British  bayo- 
neU  to  keep  alive  that  *'  genuine  desire," 
whiek  was  evinced  by  the  whole  country 
n«ng  in  arms.  Was  it  a  "  genuine  de- 
sire '  whieh  required  a  large  number  of 
execotions  to  take  place,  and  which  re- 
quired that  large  force  to  repress  th<>se 
people?  The  attitude  of  that  people, 
who  were  panting  to  be  Briush,  closely 
resembled  that  of  othor  pMiples  who 
*  *  were  struggling,  and  rightly  struggling. 
to  be  free."  The  Burmese  did  nut  desire 
Bffittsh  rule.  It  might  be  incompre- 
hsasibls  to  some  thai  there  should  be  a 


people  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  their  own 
wterests ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  the  fact, 
nevertheless.  The  Burmeee  had  a  na* 
tional  sentiment.  It  was  not  precisely 
identical  in  form  with  what  they  knew 
as  national  sentiment ;  but  it  was  analo* 
gous  in  its  effects.  Their  idea  of  go- 
vernment was  not  as  our  idea.  Our 
central  idea  was  dvil  order,  personified 
by  the  policeman.  Their  idea  was  re- 
ligion, personified  by  a  semi-Divine 
Royalty.  In  the  Burmese  mind,  no 
social  scheme  was  conceivable  without  a 
King ;  life  was  inoompleto,  government 
impossible.  Their  loyalty  or  devotion 
to  their  King  was  not  personal  or 
dynastic,  but  purely  religious.  It  was 
rendered,  not  because  the  King  was  the 
son  of  his  father,  but  because  he  had 
passed  through  several  stages  of  exist* 
once  before  he  became  qualified  to  be  a 
King.  And  his  position  was  based  on  a 
principle  which  was  the  central  prinoiple 
of  the  Bhuddist  religion.  The  Burmeee 
did  not  wish  to  see  their  King — ^he 
might  be  good,  bad,  or  indifferent — 
they  only  wished  to  know  that  he 
existed.  That  might  be  considered  a 
strange  stato  of  facts;  but  he  was 
speaking  of  a  feeling  which  was  com* 
mon  to  the  people  of  the  Provinces 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Burmah.  In  the 
past  the  British  reepected  that  feeling. 
They  honoured  the  religious  feelings  of 
the  Burmese,  and  by  this  course  sue* 
ceeded  vnth  them;  but  now  we  had 
needlessly  and  reckleesly  outraged  this 
national  sentiment.  The  evidence  was 
to  be  found  in  the  way  that  the  people, 
not  only  of  Upper,  but  of  Lower  Bur* 
mah  were  set  against^us,  and  had  broken 
out  in  a  way  which  was  unprecedented 
during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 
Telegrams  In  the  newspapers  had  in- 
formed the  English  people  of  move- 
ments of  troops,  and  of  engagementa 
with  what  were  called  dasoits.  The  use 
of  that  word  was>ery^ingeiiious,^but 
it  was  very  misleading.  Dacoits  were 
being  hunted  up  and  down  the  country 
by  British  troops,  and  we  were  told  of 
engagements  against  them  at  places 
with  groteeoue  and  unfamiliar  namee 
-^ittang,  Kyeikto,  Shwegyeen— and 
the  public  aseumed  that  thoee  places 
were  in  the  newly-annexed  but  still  un* 
conquered  r^on  of  Upper  Burmah. 
Not  a  bit  of  it.  As  a  matter  of  fsct, 
the  places  mentioned  were  not  in  Upper 
Burmah  at  all ;  they  were  in  the  heart 
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of  Britiali  Burmah.  They  were  old  set- 
tled Provinoes,  which  had  enjoyed  all 
the  priTileges  of  British  rule  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  They  had 
enjoyed  English  law,  English  policemen, 
and  English  tax-collectors.  They  were 
quite  as  settled  as  Westminster,  and  far 
more  settled  than  Limerick.  The  Com- 
mander of  the  British  Forces  reported 
on  the  excellent  demeanour  of  the 
people  on  his  way  up  the  river. 
No  doubt,  his  report  was  correct.  Sir 
Harry  Prendergast  was  a  friend  of  his 
own ;  and  he  recognized  in  that  Com- 
mander not  only  a  man  of  great  personal 
courage,  but  a  gallant,  capable,  and 
skilled  General.  Sir  Harry  Prender- 
gast, it  must  be  remembered,  only  met 
the  riyerain  people,  who  were  perfectly 
familiar  with  foreigners,  and  who  knew 
the  advantages  of  that  contact ;  and  at 
the  time  when  he  interriewed  the 
Natives  there  was  no  suggestion  that 
we  were  going  to  tamper  with  the  central 
idea  of  their  social  scheme  and  deprive 
the  Burmese  of  their  Kinghood.  But 
there  was  no  recent  Report  of  Sir 
Harry  Prendergast  with  regard  to  the 
attitude  of  the  people  towards  us.  Only 
two  days  before  we  were  informed  that 
in  one  of  our  maritime  districts,  which 
had  been  for  30  years  in  our  possession, 
military  operations  had  been  directed 
against  us.  Two  days  before  the  Hlootdau 
or  Boyal  Court  declared  that  we  must 
have  obtained  Mandalay  by  fraud,  be- 
cause they  never  imagined  there  existed 
people  so  wild  as  to  pretend  that  Man- 
dalay could  be  governed  without  a  King. 
He  ventured,  before  leaving  that  sub- 
ject, to  point  out  to  the  House  how  large 
a  part  tne  religious  feeling  played  in  this 
Burmese  Question.  In  the  past,  great 
deference  had  been  paid  to  that  feeling ; 
and  the  first  time  that  we  trespassed  on 
that  reliffious  feeling  was  when  we 
entered  uat  country  with  the  loudest 
protestations  that  we  had  no  intentions  to 
touch  on  anything  religious.  Among  the 
other  suggestions  justifying  annexation 
was  that  annexation  was  the  inevitable 
result  of  the  deposition  of  King  Theebaw. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  evidence 
of  that;  and  although  it  might  be  an 
unpopular  suggestion  he  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  absolute  evidenoe 
that  it  was  necessary  to  depose  King 
Theebaw.  What  was  the  evidenoe  against 
King  Theebaw  ?  The  oopolar  story  was 
that  he  was  a  drunken  savage  who 
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murdered  his  mothers-in-law.  Some 
critics  had  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  he 
was  insane  on  that  ground.  But  there 
was  no  evidence  to  show  that  he  was 
drunken,  and  there  was  no  evidence  to 
show  that  he  was  insane.  What  wss 
known  about  him  P  As  a  wretched  boy 
of  18  he  was  selected  from  school  to  be 
the  husband  of  his  wife.  He  was  not 
King  because  he  was  his  father's  son, 
but  because  he  was  the  husband  of  the 
daughter  of  her  mother.  There  was  no 
evidence  that  he  was  in  any  way  respon- 
sible for  those  massacres  about  which 
they  had  heard  so  much.  It  was  no  part 
of  his  (Mr.  Mclver*s)  duty  to  whitewash 
King  Theebaw.  All  he  said  was  that 
there  was  no  evidenoe  that  King  Thee- 
baw's  deposition  was  necessary,  or  that 
his  deposition  rendered  annexation  ne- 
cessary. He  (Mr.  Mclver)  was  con- 
vinced that  if,  as  he  freely  admitted, 
intervention  was  necessary,  nothing  was 
to  be  gained  by  annexation  which  could 
not  have  been  equally  well  secured  by  a 
strong  Protectorate ;  and  by  the  latter 
course  many  great  dangers  might  have 
been  avoided.  The  assumption  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill),  under 
whose  auspices  the  annexation  was  car- 
ried out,  that  we  might  anticipate  the 
same  wealth  and  prosperity  in  the  new 
Province  as  in  the  old  Province,  was  a 
very  pleasing  assumption.  It  was,  how- 
ever, based  on  the  belief  that  the  two 
Provinces  oonsistedof  countries  with  iden- 
tical soils.  But  the  prosperity  of  Lower 
Burmah  was  owing  exclusively  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  one  of  the  richest  deltas 
in  existence,  and  that  the  country  which 
had  3,000,000  inhabitanU  was  able  to 
export  nearly  1,000,000  tons  of  rice  per 
annum.  ThesurplusBevenue,  of  which 
they  had  heard  so  much  that  night,  con- 
sisted almost  exclusively  of  the  export 
duty  on  that  rice.  The  Province  wnich 
they  had  annexed^  but  not  oonquered — 
did  not  grow  rice ;  it  only  grew  wheat  and 
a  little  cotton ;  and  it  was  so  poor  that  a 
large  section  of  its  adult  male  population 
crossed  the  frontier  in  search  of  em- 
ployment, just  as  the  Irish  came  to  this 
oountry  to  assist  in  the  harvest.  There 
was,  indeed,  no  prospect  of  this  IVovinoe 
developing  the  same  wealth  as  Lower 
Burmah,  or  of  being  anvthing  else  but 
a  poor  conntxy  and  a  hindrance  to  its 
neighbour.  It  had  been  suggested  that 
this  was  a  beneficent  war ;  and  tiiey 
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told  UuU  alt  the  hindranoec  to  trado 
woqU  be  remoTed ;  and  tho  hoo.  Mem- 
ber oppoeite  Mr.  Maclean)  said  that  it 
wae  a  gain  to  Britivh  oommeroe.  Now, 
c»a  that  matter,  he  would  aak  on  what  in- 
funnation  or  reeponttble  adrioe  waa  thie 
aanexation  decided  in  the  first  instance, 
and  what  additional  information  and  re- 
apooaiblo  adrice  had  ller  Majesty's  pre- 
•sot  Adrisera  for  oonfinning^  it,  beyond 
thatalreadTreoeiTed  from  five  Secretaries 
ui  Stato,  three  Viceroys,  and  two  Com- 
missioners, not  a  single  one  of  whom  had 
ever  giTon  a  definite  opinion  in  favour 
of  annexation,  whereas  any  such  definite 
opinion  that  had  been  gi?en  was  directly 
opposed  to  annexation  ?  If  the  noble 
l»rd  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  ( I»rd  Kandolph  Churchill)  who 
annexed  Buratah  did  not  re<«*i?e  his 
advice  from  respmsible  ofBcisK  fruro 
whom  did  he  receive  it  ?  He  thought 
tho  answer  was  to  be  found  in 
th<«e  pages  of  the  Blue  Book  which 
w^re  a<«voted  to  the  Beports  of  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce.  The  late  Oo- 
Temment  had  gi?en  an  exaggerated  im- 
portance to  the  tnterosts  of  commerce  as 
represented  by  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
m«-ree,  and  had  apfwaled  to  the  worst 
in«tincts  of  a  nation  of  ahopk<H*pers. 
Ihe  doctrine  was  that,  in  order  to 
open  new  channels  for  trade  and  find 
a  market  for  piece-goods  and  raw  spirits, 
it  waa  well  to  mak«*  war,  remove  a 
dynasiT,  and  itifio  a  nationality.  In 
tLo  b1u«*  B<K>k  he  did  not  find  one 
word  of  responsible  adrice.  The  pro- 
fM-nt  UoTemment  wen*  in  a  worae  poei* 
tifttthan  their  IViMlectHiaors  in  adopting 
this  poliry.  It  was  suggested  that  thi« 
Vicvrojr  had  assented  to  this  annexa- 
tion ;  but  on  the  1st  of  I>ecember  tho 
Viceroy  said  he  hoped  shortly  to  submit 
rrrommeodations  as  to  the  future  go- 
Tecnaent  of  I'pper  Burmah,  and  before 
dmng  so  he  wuhod  to  gt>  to  Mandalay 
in  oHer  to  study  the  very  "  elements  of 
the  aneetion."  On  the  U3rd  the  noblo 
lAird  the  late  Secrolary  of  Suto  for 
India  t4tlegraph«*d  to  the  Vi<*<»r<iy  to 
annex  Burmah.  They  were  t<»Id  now 
that,  aftor  a  few  hours'  rt^^idence  at 
Mandalay,  the  Viceroy  had  contirmed 
th*  anneiation.  A  few  days  ago  some 
h<»n.  Members  were  making  m«*rry  orer 
the  rapid  capacity  for  an^tmilation  die- 
played  bv  the  right  hon.  iientloroan 
(Mr.  W.  U.  Kmith.,  when,  aft«r  a  short 
aeft  vografe*  ho  waa  able  to  advise  Uer 
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Majeaty'a  Ministers  on  Irish  affairs. 
But  in  that  case  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  dealing  with  facts,  with  a 
large  portion  of  which  he  was  already 
familiar,  and  was  speaking  to  people 
whose  language  was  very  mucn  tne 
same  as  his  own.  The  Missions  of  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  tho  Viceroy 
were  very  much  alike.  They  were  now 
told  that  the  Viceroy  had  assented  to 
what  had  become  irrevocable.  Both 
Gentlemen  had  to  confirm  a  foregone 
conclusion,  and  both  gave  fresh  proof  of 
loyalty  to  Colleagues.  The  nurried 
assent  of  the  Viceroy  did  not  improve 
tho  position  of  the  present  Oovemmont; 
indeed,  recent  events  made  it  worse. 
Tho  conduct  of  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  was,  at  all  events, 
straightforward  and  consistent.  As  tho 
prominent  Leader  of  a  Party  seeking  for 
empirical  remi«dies  for  depression  of 
trade,  he  decided  to  take  his  advico  from 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  and,  having 
taken  it,  to  stick  to  it.  He  was  consis- 
tent, too,  with  tho  teachings  of  a  school 
which  adopted  the  forward  policy  of 
the  Earl  of  Beaconsfield  in  India.  On 
this  occasion  he  showed  his  consistency 
to  the  extent  of  the  religious  obser- 
vance of  a  particular  date.  The  Viceroy 
had  asked  for  time ;  but  the  Imperial 
instincts  of  the  noble  Iy>rd  would  Drook 
no  delay.  He  realiied  that  bis  own 
time  was  short,  and  he  want4Hl  to  crown 
the  edifioe  of  his  Indian  administration 
and  on  the  proper  date.  The  1st  of 
January  was  the  birthday  of  their  In- 
dian Empire,  theJHf  Asfs/eea  of  Anglo- 
Indian  Jingoism.  On  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  the  £arl  of  Beaeonsfield  made 
the  Queen  an  Empress.  At  that  time 
5,000,000  of  Uer  Imperial  Majesty's 
Indian  subjects  were  preparing  to  die, 
and  they  did  die,  for  want  of  the  food 
which  the  money  spent  on  that  Imperial 
pageant  would  have  gone  some  way 
to  buy.  The  1st  of  January  waa 
again  selected  aa  the  day  on  which  to 
add  another  Province  to  the  Empire  ;  but 
the  consistency  of  the  noble  Ixird  could 
not  be  imputiKl  to  tho  Liberal  Govern- 
ment. If  there  could  be  said  to  be  any 
Liberal  policy  in  relation  to  India,  among 
its  cardinal  priooiplsa,  were  th<NM  that 
thev  must  govern  India  in  the  interests 
of  Its  people  devote  their  taxee  to  in- 
ternal purt»oeee,  and  respect  their  na- 
tional traditions.  That  annexation  in 
itaalf  waa  bad,  because*  their  Empire  was 

2  I 


963       Burmah  (Esepenui  of         {OOMHONB}  MHit^y  Op^ratumt).       964 


as  large  as  tbey  ooald  well  manage ;  and 
if  annexation  were  justifiable  in  any 
case,  it  must  be  on  some  ground  of  Im- 
perial importance,  sucb  as  tbe  safety  of 
their  frontier.  If  a  people  expressed  a 
desire  to  be  annexed  it  was  essential  that 
their  country  should  be  able  to  pay  its 
way.  An  increase  to  their  trade,  more 
or  less  illusory,  would  not  jubtify  the  pre- 
sent Gk>yemment  in  confirming  the  act 
of  the  late  Government,  and  thus  vio- 
lating all  their  own  principles.  What 
had  been  done  would  add  another  griev- 
ous burden  to  those  of  the  Indian  tax- 
payer. Apart  from  that,  recent  events 
which  were  associated  in  the  Reports 
with  the  word  dacoit— events  which  had 
occurred  since  the  noble  Lord  arrived  at 
his  decision— should  give  the  present 
Government  pause.  In  endorsing  the 
action  of  the  late  Government  with  a 
larf^er  knowledge  of  facts,  and,  therefore, 
with  a  smaller  justification,  they  were 
iiiourring  gra?o  responsibility.  Their 
misfortunes  in  Egypt  were  almost  en- 
tirely due  to  a  similar  course.  In  that 
case  they  received  a  legacy,  and  accepted 
it  instead  of  rejecting  it.  Now  they 
were  accepting  a  new  legacy  without 
question;  and  if  they  refused  to  avail 
themselves  of  breathing- time,  they 
would  saddle  the  Indian  taxpayer  with 
a  new  and  intolerable  burden,  incur  new 
relations  with  new  and  difficult  neigh- 
bours, and  awaken  feelings  of  uneasi- 
ness and  unrest  in  the  breasts  of  the 
loyal  Native  Princes  of  India. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  :  I  am 
desirous,  Sir,  of  saying  a  few  words  in 
this  debate  in  order  to  remind  the  House 
of  the  nature  of  the  question  we  are 
called  upon  to  decide.  Before  referring 
to  India,  I  must  first  endeavour  to  do 
justice  to  the  able  speech  we  have  just 
heard  from  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Torquay  Division  of  Devonshire  (Mr. 
M'lver),  in  whom  it  is  plain,  both  from 
the  ability  of  his  speecn  and  from  the 
spirit  by  which  it  was  animated,  that  we 
have  received  a  valuable  addition  to  our 
ranks.  Perhaps  he  will  permit  mo  to 
observe  that,  as  he  himself  stated,  his 
speech  did  not  in  strictness  relate  to  the 
question  before  us.  He  said  that  the 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  Amendment 
had  departed  from  what  was  strictly  the 
question  before  us,  and  ho  intended  to 
follow  their  example.  I  do  not  make 
the  smallest  complaint  of  that  oouree ; 

Jfr.  Melver 


it  was  to  be  expected,  considering  the 
nature  of  the  subject,  and  considering 
the  great  interest  that  attaches  to  the 
question  of  Burmab,  and  the  difficulties 
that  Members  often  feel  in  finding  op- 
portunities for  bringing  forward  the  pre- 
cise Motion  they  wish  to  make.  It  must 
have  been  expected,  therefore,  that  this 
occasion  would  undoubtedly  be  used, 
more  or  less,  in  discussing  the  merits  of 
the  Expedition  to  Burmah.  But  the 
merits  of  the  Expedition  do  not  form  the 
question  which  we  have  to  decide;  and  I 
am  anxious  to  bring  the  House  back  to 
the  question  which  is  placed  before  us 
by  the  Resolution.  I  would,  in  the  first 
plaoe,  refer  to  a  matter  whicb  was 
touched  upon  earlier  in  the  evening,  and 
which  is  now  evidently  germane  to  the 
subject.  There  is  no  allegation  and  no 
opinion  on  the  part  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment that  the  law  of  1858,  accord- 
ing to  the  construction  which  we  have 
been  disposed  to  place  upon  it,  has  been 
broken  in  the  present  instance.  We  do 
not  deny  that  it  is  perfectly  within  the 
competency  of  those  who  made  war  in 
Burmah  to  allege  that  the  invasion  of 
Burmah  was  due  to  urgent  and  unfore- 
seen necessity.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the 
construction  of  that  Act  of  Parliament  I 
will  only  say  a  brief  word.  Do  not  let 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Richard  Webster) 
suppose  that  upon  the  construction  of  the 
section  in  the  Act  I  venture  to  set  mj 
opinion  against  his  euique  tn  arU  md 
credendum.  It  is  the  very  last  thing  I 
think  any  man  ought  to  do^to  enter  into 
a  dispute  with  distinguished  lawyers 
upon  the  strictly  legal  question  of  the 
construction  of  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
All  I  observe  is  this — that  having  been 
conversant  with  .the  motives  which  dic- 
tated the  language  of  the  Act,  I  set  out, 
in  my  ignorant  reading  of  it,  with  the 
assumption  that  the  words  had  a  rational 
purpose  in  view.  If  I  am  right  in  hold- 
ing that  their  meaning  was  that  the 
Revenue  of  India  should  not  be  ap- 
plicable except  under  certain  cirram- 
stances  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  those  Revenues  could  not 
be  charged  without  that  consent,  then  a 
certain  presumption  arises  in  favour  of 
the  belief  which  I  ignorantly  enter- 
tained that  the  consent  of  Parliament 
meant  the  prior  consent  of  Parliament. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  oonstructioa 
I  which,  upon  irresistible  anthority,  we 
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M  a  quostion  of  common  m&so  and  pno* 
tical  uUIttj,  undoubtedly  thero  it  etUb- 
lifthed  in  (be  Englifth  caso  and  also  ia 
tbo  Indian  case  that  doviation  from  iha 
U»tter  of  tba  law  wbich,  notwithstand- 
ing, is  pi^rfectly  compatible  with  the 
fttrict4«st  observance  of  tho  law.  There 
is  no  question  here  about  the  breaking 
of  the  law,  and  no  such  allegation  baa 
been  made.  The  state  of  the  caae  ia 
this.  It  has  been  alleged  by  those  who 
ba?e  assailed  the  policy  of  the  inTa^ion 
and  annexation  of  Burmah  that  this  is  a 
war  which  has  been  made  for  trade. 
Well,  Sir,  I  must  own  that  in  the 
speeches  we  heard  on  the  first  night  of 
the  8e«ion  there  were  sentences  and 
sentimenta  used  which  may  bare  in* 
duced  the  belit>f  that  that  was  the  main 
cause  why  those  operations  were  under* 
taken.  But  the  late  Government  has  not 
asserted  that  it  was  a  war  for  trade.  I 
do  not  tliink  that  there  is  any  man  of 
weight  and  experience  in  this  House 
who  would  deliberately  rine  in  his  place 
and  contend  that  we  should  be  justitied 
in  making  any  war  whatever  for  the  sake 
of  trade.  It  must  be  universally  ad- 
mitted that  we  mu^t  have  justiHration  of 
a  totally  diiferent  character.  I,  there- 
fort*,  cabt  4'iitirely  aside  that  allegation. 
It  is  not  an  allegation  on  which  the  de- 
fenders of  the  proceedings  in  Burmah 
have,  at  any  time,  founded  their  action ; 
and  it  is,  onsofjuently,  hardly  fair  and 
ec^uitable  to  toko  the  ground  of  the  do- 
foiice  thoy  otlor,  and  treat  it  as  a  jnstiti- 
cation  of  the  claims  of  a  defence  which 
they  do  not  otfer.  The  hon.  Uentlemaa 
w  ho  has  just  oat  down  has  laid  down 
a  hat  he  thinks  is  a  sound  principle  to 
be  observed  in  the  (iovemment  of  India, 
and  a  principle  ahiih  he  thinks  we  are 
departing  from  on  this  occasion.  Now, 
our  poMtion  is  exactly  this.  If  we 
thought,  lr«>m  the  evidence  before  us, 
that  there  was  a  presumption  that  this 
war  was  a  want4*u  or  a  needless  war,  I 
a<lmit  that  we  should  be  placed  in  a 
|HMitton  of  great  difficulty.  I  will  not 
admit  that  even  in  that  case  it  would 
follow  that  a  re  vernal  of  the  anuoxation 
oii^ht  to  take  plains  b^n^ause  thore  is  a 
grt-ttt  pre<*edent  which  I  have  referred  to 
ou  former  (KYOsions  in  thi^  llouM«~the 
pr«Ht*<l<*nt  of  the  war  and  annexation  of 
Siindo,  which  tfMik  ]  Uce  undt-r  the  Oo- 
vernuiont  of  8ir  Bobert  IWl.  When 
that  annexation  wss  made  known  there 
waa  not  a  single  maa  ia  the  Cabinet  of 
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tdid  ta  the  legal  conatruetion,  is  to 
ihia  effect— thai  the  oonsent  of  Parlia- 
m<*iil  does  not  mean  a  prior  consent  of 
l*aHiament  at  all ;  it  means  the  consent 
«>f  Parliament  at  any  time  between  this 
tiiii«  and  the  Day  of  Judgment.     There 
ie    ao  limit  whatever.     The  hon.  and 
lt*artted  Gentleman   carefully   guarded 
himself  againat  its  being  supposed  that 
the  Act  meant  that  the  consent  of  Far- 
lianent  was  to  be  had  in  three  months, 
la  aix  months,  in  the  next  Session,  in  the 
v^xX  Parliament,  in  the  next  generation, 
or  in  the  next  centunr.     lie  has  ne?er 
eomoiitted  himself,     it  at  any  period  in 
the  future  such  oonsent  be  asked  for,  the 
Act  ia  made  a  legal  Act ;  and  as  you  can 
never  be  certain  that  it  cannot  be  asked 
f-ir  a  century  or  two  hence,  you  are 
n^rer  jufttifitnl  in  saying  that  it  is  not  a 
lf»gal  Act.     That  is  the  distinct  construe- 
tioo  put  by  the  late  Attorney  C^enoral ; 
bat,  at  the  same  time,  I  bow  implicitly 
ii>  his  judgment.     As  this  difficulty  has 
arisen  eithi»r  in  the  interpretation  or  con- 
stmction  of  the  Att.  it  is  quite  plain,  I 
tra%t,  that  aa  we  are  to  have  a  (\>mmitteo 
to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  India 
Ac*,    the    matter    in    dispute    between 
ua  will  be  entirtdy  settled.     Obj<Mtion 
nsay  be  taken,  I  know,  to  our  reading 
of  the  Act.     I  will  not  enter  into  the 
queelion  that  we  never  lit4»rally  c«)m* 
plied  with  the  Act ;  I  moke  that  admis- 
sioo,  however,  at  once*.    It  is  quite  true, 
and  it  u  always  the  same  caM>  that  hap- 
pens in  England.     Theio  is  no  better 
understood  and  established  law,  I  think. 
than  this — that  in  England  Her  Majesty's 
tioveramont  are  not  entitled  to  spend 
money  without  the  con««*nt  of  Parlia- 
ment.    That  is,  without  dispute.     But 
what  happens  in  aa  analogous  caae  on 
every  Vole  of  Credit  submitted  to  this 
Ilooae?     Invariably,  bi*fore  the  House 
gives  a  Vote  of  Cnnlit,  money  has  been 
hud  out  in  the  expectation  of  it.     That 
t«  a  practical  consideration  which  arisvn 
in  this  way.     The  House  never  can  bo 
asked,  and  the  Oovernment  con  never 
determine  to  a»k  the  House,  f«>r  a  Vot«* 
of  Credit  until  it  is  rortain  that  the  Vuto 
will  be  wanted.    That  h«%  U^en  the  usual 
and  alaoet  invariable  rule ;  but  wht^n  it 
romea  to  be  morally  cortain  that   the 
Vote  of  (.^redit  will  bo  wanted,  and  there 
is  a  moral  certainty  that  it  will  be  given, 
thea  it  becomes  of  the  utmo«t  import- 
ance that  aol  a  day  should  be  li»st  in 
mkmhimm  |i|*  neeaoaaiT  ntetiaralioa :  aad. 


967       JBurmah  {Fxpenm  of         {COMMONS}  Miliiary  Op0r<U%im$).        968 


•Sir  Bobert  Peel— from  Sir  Robert  Peel 
to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  down- 
wards to  myself,  who  was  then  the 
youngest  Member  of  that  Cabinet — who 
did  not  heartily  disapprove  of  it ;  and 
yet  there  was  not  a  single  man  there 
who  thought  that  any  step  ought  to  be 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  reversing  the 
annexation.  The  question  is  not  the 
original  justice  of  the  annexation,  but 
whether  you  will  do  more  good  or  evil 
by  proceeding  to  a  reversal — ^that  is,  upon 
the  supposition  that  it  was  an  unjust  an- 
nexation. I  am  bound  to  say  that,  as 
far  as  we  are  able  to  follow  the  case,  we 
do  not  find  any  proof  of  that  allegation. 
We  are  not  responsible  for  the  policy  of 
the  late  Ciovemment  in  regard  to  Bur- 
mah;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  judge  it 
fairly.  My  hon.  Friend  says  that  Indian 
funds  should  be  expended  in  Indian  in- 
terests. Most  certainly ;  and  it  is  upon 
the  grounds  of  Indian  interests,  if  at  all, 
that  this  war  and  this  annexation  are  to 
be  justified.  My  hon.  Friend  says  that 
we  should  respect  the  sentiments  of  na- 
tional existence.  I  cordially  agree  with 
him.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  perfectly 
well  known  that  in  India  cases  have 
arisen  where  we  have  unjustly  and 
greedily  made  annexation.  But  other 
oases  have  arisen.  For  example,  the 
conquest  and  annexation  of  the  Punjaub. 
In  the  case  of  the  Punjaub,  I  believe, 
there  was  a  real  sentiment  of  nationality 
to  recognize  and  to  respect.  But  there 
was  a  just  cause  for  war,  and  that  led  to 
operations  which  convinced  the  British 
Ghovemment  of  that  day  and  the  English 
nation  that  the  annexation  of  that  coun- 
try was  the  best  thing  for  the  people  of 
that  country,  as  well  as  for  the  security 
of  India.  I  think  experience  has  shown 
that  that  was  a  sound  and  a  right  judg- 
ment to  arrive  at.  A  distinguished  man 
whom  I  had  the  honour  of  knowing 
well,  and  who  was  greatly  concerned  in 
that  policy — the  late  Lord  Hardinge — 
and  I  am  convinced  that  no  amonnt  of 
temptation  or  induoement  would  ever 
have  induced  that  gallant  soldier  and 
aound  and  prudent  stSitesman  to  deviate, 
for  one  moment,  from  the  strict  rule  of 
right,  either  in  India  or  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world;  and,  therefore,  al- 
though we  may  respect  this  sentiment 
of  nationality,  we  cannot  take  it  as  an 
absolute  rule  to  g^de  our  actions.  My 
hon.  Friend  savs  annexations  are  bad ; 
and  then  he  admits — what  I  am  rather 
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disposed  to  allow  and  to  assert — ^that  in 
every  case  prior  to  examination  the  pr^^- 
sumption  is  against  annexation.     But 
then,  on  the  other  hand,  my  hon.  Friend 
admits  that  it  may  be  required  for  the 
safety  and  security  of  our  own  frontier 
and  our  own  people.     That  is  the  vory 
ground  and  justification  for  the  annexa- 
tion in  this  case.    It  was  not  to  extend 
trade,  to   gratify  passion  or  ambition, 
but  bocauso  a  door  was  threatened  to  1>«' 
opened  through  which  would  have  been 
brought  into  India  danger,  insecurity, 
loss  of  happiness,  and  prosperity.     The 
mass  of  people  depend  entirely  on  our 
sovereign  rule  in  that  country;  and  it 
was  to  defend  them,  and  not  for  tho 
purpose  of   giving  effect  to   any  idle 
dreams,  that  this  war  was  believed  to  bo 
necessary.     My  hon.  Friend  has  him84»lf 
confessed  that  it  was   necessary.     lie 
said  that  a  great  deal  has  been  stated 
about  daooits,  and  most  unnecessarily 
stated;    and  among  the  places  which 
have  been  referred  to  he  notices  places 
within  British  Burmah.     That  I  do  not 
contest.    I  do  not  contest  the  fact  that 
disturbances    have   been    produced    in 
British  Burmah  in  consequence  of  the 
state  of  Upper  Burmah.     But  the  ques- 
tion we  have  to  consider  is  whether  we 
are  to  give  credence  or  not  to  the  alien- 
tions  of  the  highest  responsible  autho- 
rities in  India  on  this  matter.     My  hon. 
Friend  thinks  that  the  Earl  of  Dufferin 
did  not  take  time  enough  to  make  up  his 
mind  on  the  question  whether  the  an- 
nexation was  just  or  unjust.    I  think  it 
would  be  very  difficult  indeed,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  more  than  diffisult — 
that  it  would  be  rash  and  unwarrant- 
able on  our  part— were  we  to  lay  down 
in  this  House  at  this  time,  at  this  dis- 
tance, and  under  the  circumstances,  the 
exact  amount  of  time  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Earl  of  Dufferin  to  take  in  order 
to  make  up  his  mind.    Wo  are  disposed 
to  place  confidence  in  the  Earl  of  Duf- 
fenn.     I  know  of  no  reason  for  with- 
holding confidence  in  him,  or  question- 
ing the  soundness  of  his  judgment.    He 
is  a  man  in  whom,  from  his  great  public 
services,  as  well  as  from  his  temper  and 
his  character,  we  have  the  greatest  rea- 
son to  place  confidence.     The  war  that 
has  been  made  in  Burmah  has  been 
made  for   the   g^vest    public  reason. 
It  was  a  war  against  whicn  I  had  a  cer- 
tain degree  of   prepossession   myself, 
simply  upon  the  ground  of  the  promt- 
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r.<>nc«  girfn  to  the  allo^'J  wrongs  of  a  thos4>  who  advised  him,  yoa  would  inoar 
1  iriti«h  i  "omiMiny ;  but  it  was  a  war  made  a  hoayj  responsibility.  But  if  that  re- 
in perfect  g<K>d  faith  ;  it  woa  a  war  made,  sjnnftibility  is  to  be  incurred,  and  if  that 
T.  't  in  any  Tiolation  of  any  plain  and  «|uostion  in  to  bo  rais*^,  lot  it  bo  raiiKHl 
1'  t«*lligil»le  principlo  (governing  the  in-  on  the  merits,  and  not  oillatorally, 
ti  n'^iur^o  of  nationn,  but  it  was  made  as  it  is  on  this  o<-caHion.  No  doubt,  it 
'•-.  graTo  p«>Iitical  caufl«^s,  and  it  is  hss  beon  our  duty  to  depart  from  the 
».ipp*rt**d  by  great,  and,  I  think,  irre*  general  rule.  Thi*  g«n oral  rule  it  that 
»i%tiblfi  authority.  So  much  for  the  war ;  Indian  Wars  go  to  the  charge  of 
\  ut«  then,  what  is  the  (pieetion  we  are  India ;  and  the  whole  question  now  bo- 
n-^w  debating?  If  the  war  wan  bad,  that  fore  the  Ilouse  is  that  authority  be 
i»«ue  ought  to  Ih«  directly  raiiod.  It  18  given,  t^o  fur  as  the  House  is  concerned, 
•iait«*  evidimt  that  the  goneral  sen<io  of  to  lay  that  charge  upon  the  people  of 
our  admin iotrat ire  system  is  that  India  India. 

i«  to  par  for  what  is  called  a  b9hd  fidf       Mr.  K.  STANIIOPH:  I  am  not  very 

Indian  \Var.     I  rorfectly  understood  the  much  surprit»ed  that  the  speech  of  tho 

<  •'Qtention  that  if  a  Party  in  this  country  hon.  Membor  for  the  Torquay  Division 

t«  prepared   to  challenge  radically  the  of   Devonshire   ,  Mr.   M*Iver<   was  not 

j-i<«:ice  ort»n»prioty  of  a  war,  tlion  a  csHO  altn^rthttr    satiafnctory    to    tho    Prime 

may  be  raistd  for  tho  pur |K>b«>  of  arguing  Minister,  for   it  cannot  certainly  be  a 

that  the  ex|H«nse  of  it  ought  not  to  bo  ^vty  pleasant  thing  to  say  that  a  number 

)«ime  by  India,  which  cannot  be  heard  of  Liberal  principles  have  been  laid  down 

npm  the  fiuoMion,  but  by  the  superior  as  applicable  to  this  case,  and  then  to  bo 

i»'Wer  and   authority  of    this  country,  told  that  every  one  of  them  have  been 

\  it  that  it  not  tht>  ra«<».     There  are  no  broken.     I  cannot  think  that  that  is  a 

such  allegations  to  be  made  or  su>itainod  ;  very  pleasant  thing,  and  I  must  say  that 

au-1    until   such   all«*gations   have  be««n  with  regard  to  thi»  principles  which  tho 

n«ide,  and  made  g(K>d,  it  is  not  to  be  ex*  hon.  Member  has  laid  down  there  is  a 

I*   tt-dthatthit  lIouM'can  properly  enter-  grt*at  deal  of  force  in  the  argumctuts  ho 

tun   the  queMtt'U  \i bother  the  charge  has  put  forward.     I  do  not  wish,  how- 

»h<ttild  bo  nmde  on  the  p«'ople  of  Iiulia.  ever,   to  pursue   that    subject   further. 

N-ithing,  it  fei^ins  to  me,  can  be  mure  I  mould   rather   go   back   to  the  more 

I  Iain  than  that   if  we  are  t4»  make  an  general  proiK>sition  which  has  been  put 

rntiro  d<*psrture  from  the  g<*noral  rule  bifore  the  Ilouse.     The  Prime  Miuisti«r 

«Li4h   niaki-s  Indian   Wars  an   ludinii  hun  hi n.*M*lf  admitted  that  a  d«'bate  (»f 

«'.irg«-.  it  ou)cht  to  be  douo  t'U  grounds  this  nature  must  nece^sarily  take  a  very 

already  e*ta^  li-hed  to  the  satinfaition  of  wid«*  turn.     l'|>on  theheo<rasiout*,  whon 

t..fi  Ilouse      It  a  ill  not  do,  in  tho  course  it  is  nece«>ary  to  satisfy  tho  re<|uiromentM 

«>f  a  debate  as  to  charging  tho  Indian  of  a  statute,  it  is  customary  to  allow  the 

l.xche«|Ut  r,  to  make  t^H-t^  In  •*,  however  debate  to  take  a  wide  turn,  and  discuss 

ingenious    and    ablo,    nhiih    may    l>e  the    whole   uuoMion    of   the   iM>Ucy  of 

s;.«wor«d  by  othrr»|H*C4h(s  as  ini^enious  tho  Military  kxpe<lition.    On  tnis  occa* 

and  able;  it  will  not  do  to  niako  that  a  sion  tho  Military  Kxpedition  has  hardly 

gn>and  fur  lading  on  the  British  tax-  been  seriously  challenged.     I  will  not, 

pa}er  the  exi>ense  of  an  operation   in  indeed,   enter  into    the  arguments    of 

which  he  hims<*lf  had  almn»t  as  little  the    hon.    Member   for    Merthyr   .Mr. 

\-  Kv  as  the  Indian  taxpaver.     That  is  Kichard  ,  because   I  am  sati-tied  that 

the  qui  -ti'  u  iM-ture    us    t>-ii:i;ht.     My  no  circumstances,  to  his   mind,    would 

(•{•.nioo  is  that  tht-re  has  nut  b^ento-  ever  justify  a  war.     Th«refore,  I  can- 

ai,(ht  establishetl  a  ^  a*«»  which   would  not    hope    to    •ati^fy    him ;    but,    8ir, 

l**ad  US  to  think  that  this  war  is  a  war  if  any  hon.  <tentlvtiian  desires  to  ap* 

( ti  print  ipio  worthy  of  (ondeniuatlon.  proach   the  subJ4<t   with   a    desire    to 

1  do  b«  Ik  \o  that  it  has  l.fi.ai  in  real.tv,  aM«rtaiu   and    dt«ide    from    tho    facts 

and  crrtainly  in  iuti  iit.«  n»  a  deffh«>ite  whether  the  Kx]M*dition  a  as  logitimsto 

WAT.   I  doa<it  bt'!ie%e,  fur  a  moiiiont,  that  or  not  he   will,  after  rtading  the  Blue 

ths  lata  (iovctnmcnt  would  havo  taki*n  ll<  ok   which   baa   be<n   laid   upon   the 

np  this  question  in  a  spirit  of  aggrt<i«iou.  Table  of  the  Hou»e,   come  to  the  con* 

Intra  is  no  evtdenie  that  they  have  done  elusion  which  the   Prime  Minister  has 

so.     All  the  avi  lence  is  to  the  contrary  difttinctlyaet  forth — that  that  Expedition 

edisd.     In  protosting  against  the  policy  has  b<en  amply  jui»ti6ed.     I  tnink  he 

of  ovr  own  Uoramor  General,  and  of  will  tind  in  the  Blue  Book  abuadant 
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proof  of  great  patience  on  tlie  part  of 
the  Qovernment  of  India,  and  great  self- 
control  andeelf-restraint-,  and'the  greatest 
possible  anxiety  and  desire  to  avoid  and 
overlook  causes  of  complaint  which  might 
have  led  to  a  collision.     A  collision  cer- 
tainly would  have  occurred  much  earlier 
if  there  had  been  any  desire  on  tho  part 
of   the  Government  of  India  and  the 
Oovernmcnt  at  home  to  bring  matters 
to    a    climax.      But    the    time    came 
at  last  when   we  had  to  consider  not 
only  our  relations  with  King  Theebaw, 
but    the    character    of    his    relations 
with  other  Powers,  and  when   we  had 
also  to  consider  the  grievous  interference 
with  the  trade  of  Burmah,  which,  al- 
though I  do  not  propose  to  dwell  upon 
it    now,    certainly   required    the  most 
earnest  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
yemmont  of  India.     Fortunately,  when 
the  time  came  for  dealing  with  the  case, 
the  Governor  General  who  had  to  deal 
with  it  was  a  man  who  could  not  be 
suspected  of  any  undue  loaning  on  the 
side  of    interference  outside  his  duty. 
The  Earl  of   Dufferin  was  not  a  man 
who  was  at  all  inclined  rashly  to  apply 
the   principles  of    any    one   particular 
political  Party  to  the  complex  system 
now  existing  in  India.   The  Earl  of  Duf- 
ferin calmly  and  carefully  considered  the 
whole  circumstances  of  the  ca^o  ;  and  I 
do  not  think  the  Prime  Minister  has 
done  more  than  justice  to  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin.  or  to  those  wlio  approve  of  his 
action,  when  he  said  that  the  steps  which 
they  took  in  vindication  of  the  duty  of 
England  to  Burmah  were  not  in  inten- 
tion in  any  way  aggressive.     But  when 
the  necessity  for  action  arose,  the  inte- 
r^*st?  of  humanity,  if  not  also  the  success 
of  the  Expedition,   required  that  our 
action  should  be  decisive,  and  that  we 
should  strike  quickly,  and  strike  home. 
I  come  now  to  the  second  point  which 
has  been  raised  in  the  debate  to-night 
— namely,  the  question  of  the  exptfuso 
of  the  Expedition,   and  I  am  the  last 
person  to    say  that  the  House  is   not 
fully  entitled — nay,  more,  that  it  is  ab- 
solutely bound — to  scrutinize  very  care- 
fully any  questionable   expenditure  of 
this  description  before  allowing  it  to  be 
charged  upon  the  people  of  India.    We 
are  trustees  for  the  people  of  India,  and 
are  bound  to  respect  our  trust,  and  to 
examine  all  matters  connected  with  ex- 
penditure  with  the  greatest  care.      I 
should,  therefore,  nerer  oompUin  of  any 

Mr.  E.  SUnkopi 


complete  discussion  which  might  take 
place  in  this  House  when  such  proposals 
are  brought  before  it.   But  the  question 
we  have  to  consider  on  this  occasion  in, 
what  is  the  interest  of  India  in  the  Ex- 
pedition  which  has  just  taken  place  ! 
Upon  that  subject  we  have  had  a  good 
deal  of  information.     We  were  adviscMl 
by  the  Viceroy  of  India,  speaking  with 
all  the  authority  of  his  high  position, 
and  with  all  the  advantsge  of  the  skilled 
advisers  who  surround  him — we  were 
told  by  him  that  the  interests  of  India 
demanded  the  annexation,  and  the  same 
view  has  been  taken  at  home.    ^AU  the 
advisers  who  surround  tho  Secretary  of 
State,  all  those  in  this  country  who  un- 
derstand  the  relations  between  India 
and  Biirmah,  were  of  opinion  that  this 
Expedition  was  founded  upon  justice, 
and  that  it  was  undertaken  in  the  inte* 
rests  of  India  herself.     India's  interest 
in  the  matter  is  a  great  and  increas^n^ 
one.  Our  trade  in  Burmah  was  not  only 
in  danger,  but  had  been  brought  to  a 
standstill  by  the  anarchy  which  prerailed 
in  Upper  Burmah.     The  danger  to  In* 
dian  interests  was  real,  substantial,  and 
obvious ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any- 
thing further  is  needed  than  the  con- 
tents of  the  Blue  Book  now  laid  befi>re 
the   House    to  justify  the    Besolution 
which  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  has  submitted  to  us.     But  then 
it  is  said—**  That  may  be  all  very  well ; 
but  can  you  justify  the  annexation  of 
Upper  Burmah?  "   It  may  be  said  that, 
although  the  Expedition  was  jnsti6able, 
the  annexation  was  not  so.     Upon  that 
subject  I  will  only  say,  in  answer,  that 
we,  who  advised  the  annexation  of  the 
country,  acted  only  with  the  utmost  rare 
and  deliberation.     The   whole  matter 
has  repeatedly  been  before  the  people 
of  India,  and  the  India  Office  at  home. 
It  has   been   the  subject  of   constant 
communication  ofHcially,  and    what   is 
callod  at  the   India  Office   ''semi-offi- 
cial ly,"  between  the  Viceroy  of  India 
and  my  noble  Friend  the  late  Secretary 
of   State    (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill;. 
My  noble  Friend  was  perfectly  aware  of 
the  views  entertained  by  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin,   and  he  and  his  Colleagues 
were  thoroughly  well  acquainted  with 
all    the    arguments    which    had    been 
urged  for  and  against  the  annexation  of 
Upper  Burmah.     And  it  was  our  detibe* 
rale  opinion,  being  in  possession  of  all 
I  the  facts,  and  having  every  opportunity 
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of  tortnin^  A  dvlihorato  concl union  on 
tUo  matter,  thai  tho  annexation  ought 
la  t'ika  placo,  and  that,  in  mony  to  tho 


tho  ©x|n»nM»  of  thi5  war ;  and  the  Amend* 
laont  of  my  h(»u.  Friend  is  to  no^rutivo 
that  proposition,  and  toprr>vido  that  tho 


|»»puUtion  of  Hurmab,  it  ought  to  tuko  j  Hcvenuo^of  India  shall  be  charg<'d  with 
I  la<t»  without  dfiiiy.      Our  coiirluHlon,    no  |K)rtiou  of  tho 


th<*r»fon%  waA  that  rptM>r  liurmuh  ought 
to  ho  a  ld«Hl  U>  Iii»r  Muj(*^ty*8  iKiminioiiH. 
I  un'J<'r»tand  that  Ilvr  MujcAty^s  pri'^«'ut 
0'»v«*mm**nt  ontinly  cfmnir  in  that  opi- 
iiioQ.  We  b«^lii«vod — ond  no  doubt  thoy 
•lno  b<*lieva — that  anything  »h<irt  of  th(« 
annoxutionofUurmah  would  havo run  tho 
risk  of  reproducing  within  a  very  ^hort 
timo  all  tho  eviU  which  have  provaiK»d 
daring  pa^t  voarA.  If  anything 
•hort  of  ann«*iuti<'n  had  beon  adopttnl, 
wi»  aliouM  hnvofulU'd  in  our  duty  to  t!io 
ptfopU  of  Intlia  and  of  Hurnifih.  Tn- 
liai»pily  It  in  tho  ca*M«  that  our  fommor* 
ctal  int•»ro^t4  in  tlint  country  have 
hithetto  be«>n  pri^judiciully  aiitu  t<Hl ;  hut 
v«  hope  that  th«*y  will  be  largt-ly  hiue* 
ttti>«l  l»v  the  annexati<in  of  iSurmah. 
That,  hom4«v«T,  haj  not  bti«n  tlio  main 
n-aAon  for  tho  annexation  ;  hut  that  ntop 
haa  lM*«*n  primarily  di^tal<Ml  hv  adi^irf• 

a  «  w 

to  MTVtf  th«»  real  intrreiita  both  of  Iii<lia 
and  tlio  ituruH-fto  people.  I  li!«t«*n(d 
with  gn^at  iut«r«»t  to  tho  ^i  <'<Hh  of  my 
hon.  Fri«*nd  th*)  MiMnh«r  f«>r  OMliiuu 
I  Mr.  J.  if.  Mai  loan  .who  nddr«*««'««'d  tho 
IIou*ci  for  the  Itfttt  time  thin  ovoning  in 
an  a^'o  and  conii>t4*hon^ivv  (tpo<»<li.  My 
hou.  Kri«  nd.  wh4),  from  a  thorough 
kn<>a!«4lg<  of  t'uo  duhjitt  whit'h  I  «'iUkh(»t 


oxpontio.  N<i  grounds 
have  b(M-n  given  why  the  expeuM'  nhould 
not  bo  cliargtMl  upon  tho  Imporial  Kx- 
ohoquor  boyoud  tho  goneral  ground  that 
(hargoAof  this  nritun*  have  usually  boon 
thrown  upon  India.  Now,  when  tho 
Addro^Jl  in  reply  to  the  (2ut»en*»  Spe<«ch 
was  boforo  tho  I{ou^o  the  noble  liord 
tho  then  S<H*rotary  of  State  for  India 
li(»rd  Uandolph  C'hun*hilli  a>ked  th<iso 
hon.  Mombors  who  felt  very  strongly  aa 
to  the  inJMhtioeof  the  war  not  to  dis- 
cuss the  ((UoHtion  ufon  the  AddroM,  but 
to  wait  until  a  Vote  was  a^kod  for.  and 
upon  that  Vote  to  diM•u^A  the  nioritn  of 
the  Kxpodition  to  Ilurmah.  Ilonoo  on  the 
question  now  rnisod,  whether  the  Kovo- 
uuoA  of  India  f^hould  bear  tlie  charges 
which  have  boon  incurred  in  the  war  in 
Burumli,  I  thiuk  we  are  entitled  to  enter 
fully  into  tho  geuoral  question  upon  tho 
.Vmondmont  of  my  hon.  Friend  {Mr. 
Hunter).  I  eutortuin  a  »trong  opinion 
that  tho  war  wu«alt<»gothorunjuhtit)nbIe. 
It  was  a  kind  of  fn  oi>onting  Kxpodition 
undertaken  nguin^t  Hurmnh — one  ot 
th««  warn  rnti  red  into  at  the  in^'tanco 
of  tlii»-o  n.odern  fri  ♦•hooters,  the  com- 
menial  Jingooi*.  who  bolit've  that  the j 
are  entitled  to  do  anything  in  the  nanio 
;  of  Britibh  trndM.     I  hnve  gone  carefully 


pretend  to  riv  il.  ■•)  oko  of  tlio  ]>  >licy  i)f  j  o\er  tho  irtotuH!;*  w).i<  h  have  been  ur^«d 
aanrilng  Itiit.Oi  Hum  ah,and«x{'re<-M*d  j  m  juptiti<atiou  of  tlio  steps  we  have 
a  saugiiii.o  hqo  tl.at  the  annexation  taken,  and  I  caun«  t  see  that  there  has 
would  pio\o  t>  b«-  as  advantugiouK  a«  I  bten  any  justification   givc^n  for  them. 


that  of  Uiili^h  liurn.uh  in  the  pa^t.  ^Vo 
O'ttainly,  aa  the  (iovernmtnt  who  ad> 
vtsfsl  that  annexiitiou,  did  •» »  in  the  ho|)o 
and  bolief  that  thero  wi.l  bt  a  great 
deveh>|.nic*nt  of  trade  in  that  ct>uutry. 
We  liMik  forward  n<  t  ot.l\  to  the  pro- 
motion of  \h**  ifit«r(»t«»  i*f  that  ciuntrv. 
but  of  thoMt  of   1  ti^'Iand  .tt.l  li.diii  nUo; 

and  1  U'lievo  that  hfi«.iltfr  it  wi  1  hi* 
recogniiid  ihut  the  »tep  whiih  huii  b«  (-n 
taken  was  iiei«»Mt.it«ti  by  a  r»'gard  for 
th«*  best  ibt«rtftts  of  Indis,  and«.  iuld  rot 


I  admit  that  for  somo  time  there  havo 
boon  strained  rohiti<ms  between  tho 
Court  of  Mandalay  and  ourselves;  but 
if  hon.  Members  will  inquire  into  tho 
(au>M>8  of  tLo*^o  »train<d  relations*  I 
think  thoy  will  arrive  at  the  conilu>«ion 
that  the  Court  of  Maudalav  wa«  t.ot  to 
blame.  «Vhat  were  tho  quei»tiuns  In 
n  gard  to  whiih  tlu•^(*  »train<d  rela- 
tions sprung  up  b<'twf<-n  ournlvos 
and  tho  Court  (»f  Mandalay  ?  First 
of  all  thire  was  tho  shoe  qn4f»tii»n. 
liefire    IhTH   the    Court   at    Mandalay 


possibly  have  Im  en  avojiltnl  by  any  Go*  | 

reniu.t  i.t  in  this  country.  1  hod  exeni^td  its  rigVt^,  and  hnd   pie- 

l>a.  C1«AKK:  I  riM«  f'>r  the  purp^fo  venti^l  any  AmbaMa.!or  from  a  Fon  ign 
of  heartily  supiHring  tho  Am4«n«lno  nt  ,  Fowtr  ent*  ring  tl:o  lVeM>iico  CI  amber 
wbirhhas  b«»on  mov«d  by  the  hon.  M«'m-  without  taking  olf  his  ^hms.  In  the 
ber  for  Aberde«>n  Mr.  IIunt«r  .  The  Fast  that  was  not  €oi*«ii<ier(d  dm  re  dis- 
elTeit  of  the  Motioa  of  the  l*nd«  r  ^^*<re•  honourable  than  n  quiring  a  Meml»er 
lary  ol  State  fttr  India  is  simply  that  the  to  take  off  his  hat  on  entering  this 
Bovoauaaof  India  shall  bo  charged  with  .  Assombly;  but  it  hat  becono  a  Tory 
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serious  matter,  and  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  which  have  led  to  the  an- 
nexation of  Burmah.     I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  if  there  had  not  been  a 
change    of   Qovomment    in    1880    the 
country  would  have  heen  annexed  on 
that  pretext.    King  Theobaw  refused  to 
have  any  intercourse  with  the  Repre- 
Bentatives  of  any  Foreigpi  Power  who 
did   not   comply  with    the   usual   ob- 
aenrances  of    his  country.      That  had 
been  a  vexed  question  in  the  time  of 
King  Theebaw*8  Predecessor;  and  when 
King  Theebaw  came  to  the  Throne  a 
aense  of  irritation  sprang  up,  because, 
in  the  first  place,  our  Hesident  refused 
to  take  off  nis  shoes  on  entering  the 
Presence  Chamber;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause we  refused  to  give  him  the  right 
of    sending    an    Ambassador    to    this 
country.      This  may   be   considered  a 
amall  matter  ;    but  it   is  well    known 
that  small  matters  seriously  affect  the 
dignity  of  small  States.     When  we  en- 
tered into  negotiations  with  the  King 
of  Burmah  he  complained  that  he  could 
only  have  official  communication  with 
this  country  through  a  gentleman  who 
was  Secretary  to  a  Commissioner ;  and 
his  first  Ambassador  was  not  allowed  to 
go  further  than  our  frontier.     In  1883, 
nnder  the  Governor  Oeneralship  of  the 
Marquess  of  Ripon,  negotiations  with 
regard    to    a    Commercial    Treaty,    as 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Blue 
Book,  came  to  an  end.     At  that  time 
the  Burmese  Government  wore  willing 
to  waive  many  of  their  claims  if  we 
had  conceded   their  right  to  send  an 
Ambassador  here ;  and  that,  I  believe, 
was  the  principal  ground  upon  which  the 
negotiations  broke  down.     But  surely  a 
question  of  this  kind  affecto  the  Sling  of 
Burmah  as  much  as  it  would  any  oSier 
Monarch.      He    was    an    independent 
Sovereign  just  as  much  as  the  P^mperor 
of  China  or  the  King  of  Siam.     Even  the 
Sultan   of  Zanzibar  has  made  similar 
comnlaints.     Wo  have  been  told  by  the 
noble  lord  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  that 
there  were  several  reasons  for  our  action 
which  led  to  the  war— that  there  had 
boon  unprovoked  attacks  and  outrafces 
upon  Bntish  subjects  in  Burmah.    The 
noble  Lord  said  that  in  November,  1879, 
an  unprovoked  attack  was  made  upon  a 
British  steamer  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
Upper  Irrawaddy,  and  that  in  conae- 
quence  the  Oovemment  of  India  had 

Dr.  Chrk 


recommended  a  renunciation  of  all  en* 
gagoments  with  King  Theebaw.     Now, 
what  are  the  facta  of  that  case  ?    The 
facts  are,  a  Mahommedan  merchant  from 
Surat,  at  a  time  when  the  River  Irra- 
waddy was  crowded  with  vessels,  went 
on  board  the  O olden  City,  and,  desiring 
to  go  to  a  part  of  the  vessel  which  he 
was  warned  had  been  newly  painted, 
was  refused.    He  persisted  in  making 
his   way,    and    a  disturbance   ensued, 
in  which  a  number  of  Burmese  ooollea 
wont  to  the  assistance  of   the    inter- 
loper.     The    resistance    of   the    crew 
is  said  to  have  been  an  unprovoked 
attack  upon    British   subjecta   by  the 
Burmese   Government.     Can  anything 
be  more  absurd  ?    Nevertheless,  these 
are  the  kind  of  excuses  wo  make  for 
sending  out  a  warlike  Expedition  and 
annexing  the  country.     It  is  also  said 
that  a  Scindian — a  Mahommedan — had 
been  subjected  to  an  unprovoked  at- 
tack in  connection  with  a  question  of 
trading.    The  fact  is  that  in  the  case 
of  the  Surat    merchant  he  was  fined 
10    rupees;    those    who    assisted    the 
aggressor  wore  also  punished,  and  every 
redress  was  afforded   by  the  Burmese 
Government.     In  this  case  it  is  quite 
evident  that  the  real  object  was  simply 
to  get  an   excuse   for  raising  money 
from    Burmah.     It   appears   that  the 
salt    taken    into   Upper   Burmah    was 
taxed  at  a  lower  rato  than  that  which 
was  taken  into  Lower  Burmah,  and  the 
Government  of  Lower   Burmah    were 
anxious  to  place  a  6«.  duty  upon  salt 
going  into  Upper  Burmah,  in  order  to 
make  it  not  worth  while  for  people  to 
smuggle  the  salt  back  again.    This  so* 
called  outrage  was  made  to  allow  the 
Government  to  unduly  tax  the  people  of 
Lower  Burmah  and  make  the  lives  of 
the  unfortunate  Burmese  harder,   be- 
cause there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
absence  of  salt  is  a  prolific  source  of 
disease  both  in  regard  to  human  beings 
and    cattle.       Having   gone    carefully 
through  the  Blue  Book,  I  must  confess 
that  I  see  nothing  in  the  evidence  which 
has  been  brought  before  us  that  is  not 
unimportant  and  trivial.  The  most  sub- 
stantial cause  of  complaint  was  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Burmese  in  connection  with 
the  miserable  squabble  with  the  Bom- 
bay-Burmah  Company.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter) 
has  shown  verv  clearly,  from  the  de- 
spatches which  he  read  from  the  Earl  of 
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DoflWa  and  Mr.  Bernard,  that  ap  to 
U0I  yaar  th^re  waa  no  raaaon  or  pretext 
vhatern'  for  a  war  with  Burmui,  and 
that  np  to  that  period  Mr.  Bernard 
arm^  tne  (}<>remment  of  India  not  to 
interfere.  There  is  one  (luotation  I  will 
rrf^r  to,  which  the  hon.  Member  did  not 
read,  which  states  that  there  were 
strung  Potitiona  coming  from  the  Bur- 
oieee  Chamher  of  Commerce,  asking 
thst  Upp^r  Burmah  shoald  be  annexed, 
because  tho  trading  interosts  were  sufTor- 
tag  from  the  »tate  of  aflairs  in  Upper 
Burmah.  Upon  the  15th  of  January 
last  year  Mr.  Bernard  writes  that  King 
Theehaw  was  not  nominally  an  ally  of 
the  British  Goromroent,  but  an  actual 
ally ;  and  he  exprf*H^s  an  opinion  that 
at  least  it  was  questionable  whether  any 
power  had  a  right  to  expect  that  it  would 
be  joatitied  in  sending  a  force  up  to 
Maadalay  and  expelling  King  Theebaw 
on  the  ground  tnat  his  subjwts  were 
sutreriag  from  the  arbitrary  character 
f»f  his  rule.  Upon  this  point,  it  is  said, 
the  Viceroy  suggested  arbitration ;  but 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Viceroy  did  in 
reality  sunest  any  fair  modo  of  arbitra- 
ti<»a  I  00  not  wish  to  enter  into  tho 
ni«rits  of  the  ease,  oxoept  to  say  that 
teforv  the  Blue  H  ok  reached  me  the 
case  of  the  Burmese  Govemment  had 
b«*en  Mot  to  me.  I  can  see  no  justifica- 
tion for  the  action  taken  by  the  Trading 
< '  >mpaay.  When  the  question  arose  tho 
Bannese  Govemment  eent  down  to  our 
fr  ntier  station  for  information,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  determine  the  c^uestion, 
aad  from  the  information  furnished  by 
the  British  oiRcer  the  High  Court  of 
I*«rmah,  which  is  analogous  to  our 
Uoose  of  Lords,  gave  their  decision 
wpoo  the  menu  of  the  case.  It  may  be 
that  the  Court  was  mistaken;  it  ma^ 
ba,  aa  we  have  l>een  told,  that  the  eri- 
d««aee  sent  by  our  officer  was  not  reli* 
able !  It  was  that  which  caused  all  the 
trouble.  What  was  to  be  the  character 
of  th«>  arbitration  ?  Mr.  Bernard  ad* 
mito  that  he  did  not  d<^ire  arbitration, 
for  fear  that  the  Fr«*nrh  Consul  might 
!•«•  appointed  the  arbiter.  The  kind 
of  arbitration  we  suggested  was  that 
the  Indian  Goremment  should  ap* 
poiat  the  arbiter ;  and  the  Burme<«e 
Govaramaat  were  asked  whether,  in  \ 
that  ease,  they  woald  abide  by  the 
dsaiaina  7  i^lactically,  it  waa  to  be  aa 
arbttvattoa  ta  which  the  arbiter  aaa  to 
be  appoinlad  by  oae  of   the  partiea. 


We  haTo  had  information  to-night  that 
tho  Italian  Consul  was  suggested ;  but 
wo  were  not  told  that  the  Italian  Consul 
was  tho  agent  for  the  Italian  Company, 
and  agent  also  for  the  Bombay  •Burmah 
Company — one  of  tho  parties  in  the 
case.  \Vo  are  told  tliat  nigher  grounds 
of  policy  existed ;  but  from  the  de- 
spatches which  have  l>een  sent  by  the 
Karl  of  DuiTorin  and  Mr.  Bernard  in 
this  Bombay  Company's  trading  diaputo 
can  we  fiod  tho  only  ground  for  our 
interf««rence.  It  is  said  that  French 
adventurers  were  obtaining  concessions 
in  Upper  Burmah.  Why  should  not 
French  adventurers  have  just  as  much 
right  to  go  to  Upper  Burmah  and  obtain 
concessions  as  the  British  merchants, 
such  as  Prico  and  Maxwell,  who  went 
there  and  obtaincHl  concessions  ?  ^'*  l>i* 
vide!  "J  I  have  no  desire  to  taxo  up 
tho  time  of  the  House ;  but  wo  are  not 
going  to  allow  an  ancient  Monan>hy  to 
bo  annexed  without  offering  a  strong 
protest  against  it ;  and  wo  do  not  intend 
to  allow  the  Indian  Government  to  be 
saddled  with  the  expenses  of  this  unjust 
war  witliout  raising  our  voice  in  protest 
also.  What  is  the  position  of  Burmah  ? 
liook  at  the  map.  The  idea  of  foreign 
interference  ia  ridiculous,  seeing  that  the 
only  modes  of  entering  into  the  country 
by  meana  of  the  Irrawaddy  and  Pegu 
Rivera  are,  practically,  in  our  hands. 
When  we  annexed  l*egu  we  obtained 
jiossesaion  of  tho  key  of  the  country, 
and  no  one  else  can  get  into  the  oountry 
except  with  our  knowledge  and  consent. 
Indeed,  one  accusation  made  against  ua 
is  that  we  have  not  allowed  King 
Theebaw  to  obtain  sufficient  anna  to 
defend  himself.  To  be  told,  aa  we  have 
been  to-night  by  the  Prime  Minister  and 
others,  that  questions  of  high  policy 
come  in— that  to  allow  the  French  to  get 
a  position  in  ITpin^r  Burmah  would  leave 
India  open  to  attack  and  weaken  our 
position  in  liower  Burmah^all  tliis 
is  arrant  nonsense,  because  anyone 
studying  the  map  will  see  at  ome 
that  we  hold  the  key  of  Burmah,  and 
that  our  Indian  Empire  is  no  m<»re 
atTi*cted  than  China.  I  will  not  enter 
further  into  the  reasona  which  have  in- 
duced ua  to  attack  Burmah,  or  the  raa* 
sons  why  we  have  stolen  this  ancient 
Kingdom;  bnt  perhapa  I  may  be  al- 
lowed  to  say  a  word  upon  the  secoad 
part  of  the  question.  [«*  Divide  I  **] 
Hoa.  Oentlamen  oppoaite  are  aiakiag  a 
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great  noise ;  but  I  must  be  permitted  to 
Bay  that  if  we  keep  Burmah  there  wili 
be  two  classes  who  will  benefit  bj  it — 
namely,  the  Anglo-Indian  officials,  who 
will  receive  pay  and  pension,  and  the 
English  merchants,  who  will  find  room 
for  further  trade.  But  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  the  poor  overtaxed  Indian  ryot, 
who  will  have  to  pay  for  the  annexa- 
tion, will  not  benefit  by  it;  and  that 
is  the  reason  ^hy  I  support  the 
Amendment,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the 
charge  ought  to  be  placed  upon  the 
Imperial  Exchequer  instead  of  the  In- 
dian Bevenues.  In  the  first  place, 
Burmah  is  not  a  portion  of  India.  To- 
night it  has  been  assumed  that  Burmah 
is  a  portion  of  India.  Now,  Burmah  is 
no  more  a  portion  of  India  than  China 
or  our  Malay  JProvinces;  and  we  might 
just  as  well  annex  China  and  Malay. 
The  Burmese  people  are  different  in 
race,  language,  and  customs,  and  every- 
thing else.  In  fact,  the  Burmese  are  a 
Tory  distinct  people,  and  occupy  a  rery 
high  and  promising  position,  espe- 
cially when  compared  with  India.  The 
first  thing  which  struck  me  on  going  to 
Burmah  from  India  was  the  position 
which  the  women  occupy  there  as  com- 
pared with  that  which  they  occupy  in 
India.  In  India  they  take  no  part  in 
public  life ;  but  in  Burmah  the  ladies 
take  even  a  more  prominent  position 
than  the  men;  and  they  ar»j  far  more 
civilized.  That  being  the  case,  and 
seeing  that  wo  have  in  Ceylon  a  Crown 
Colony  very  similar  and  near  to  India, 
and  more  associated  with  Indian  in- 
terests than  Burmah,  why  not  make 
Burmah  a  Crown  Colony,  like  Ceylon, 
allowing  the  o&ts  to  be  defrayed  from 
the  Imperial  Excheijuer  and  paid  back 
again  ?  The  people  of  Lower  Burmah 
have  been  agitating  this  question  for  a 
number  of  years;  and  we  have  now  a 
good  opportunity,  if  we  are  going  to 
take  posi^ession  of  Burmah,  to  make  it  a 
Crown  Colony,  and  so  prevent  this  Bur- 
mese question  from  interfering  with  and 
complicating  the  very  difficult  problem 
of  India.  At  present  it  is  not  likely 
that  Burmah  will  be  aMu  to  pay  its 
expenses.  It  is  not  as  rich  as  Lower 
Burmah,  and  a  great  nnmber  of  com- 
plicated questions  will  arife.  For  in- 
stance, the  King  of  Burmah  claims  to 
be  the  Buxerain  over  the  Shan  States. 
The  Buxerainty  over  those  States  is 
•quallj  claimed  bj  Burmah,  Siam,  and 
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China.  I  am  also  afraid  that  the  an- 
nexation of  Burmah  will  open  up  the 
question  of  Yunnan,  and  that  we  shall 
be  told  that  as  the  people  of  Yunnan 
are  Mahommedans,  and  as  we  are  the 
lar^ost  Mahommedan  Empire  in  the 
world,  we  ought  also  to  annex  that 
country.  It  may  further  be  stated  that 
we  require  Siam  in  order  to  keep  the 
French  out  of  it.  The  ryots  of  India 
are  strongly  opposed  to  the  annexation 
of  BurmsJi;  that  is  the  view  expressed 
by  the  Native  Press.  I  do  not  see  why 
the  Native  opinion  of  India  should  n<»t 
be  considered  as  well  as  British  opinion 
in  connection  with  this  question.  I  am 
sorry  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  so 
changed  his  views  since  ho  made  his 
first  speeches  in  Mid  Lothian,  and  I 
notice  with  regret  how  great  a  difference 
there  is  between  his  speech  to-night  and 
his  addresses  on  the  occasion  of  the  Mid 
Lothian  Campaign. 

Sib  roper  LETHBRIDOE  :  In 
rising  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
Amendment  of  the  hoo.  Member  fur 
Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter),  I  ask  for  the 
indulgence  which  this  House  always 
accords  to  a  Member  who  addresses  it 
for  the  first  time.  I  should  not  havo 
presumed,  at  this  late  hour,  to  make 
this  claim  but  for  the  fact  that  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  Amendment  before 
the  House  is  one  of  special  interest,  ni>t 
only  to  myself,  but  also  to  a  large 
number  of  my  constituents.  I  have 
passed  a  large  portion  of  my  life  in 
India,  which  is  the  country  more  imme- 
diately concerned  with  the  Ameodmeut 
of  the  hon.  Member;  and,  as  an  Anglo- 
Indian,  I  desire,  most  emphatically,  to 
express  my  entire  sympatny  with  tho 
sentiment  which  I  believe  lies  at  the 
back  of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member,  and  many  of  the  speeches 
which  have  been  made  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  to-night — namely,  that  in 
affairs  of  combimd  action  between  the 
Qovernment  of  England  and  the  Qo^ 
vemment  of  India  there  is  always  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  danger  lest  the  interests 
of  the  weaker  Government  should  besome- 
times  subordinated  to  the  interests  of  the 
stronger.  I  remember,  some  time  ago, 
that  the  Prime  Minister  illustrated  the 
action  of  the  two  Oovemmento,  when 
working  together,  by  the  f  amousapologue 
of  the  giant  and  the  dwarf;  and  the  tight 
hoD.  Gentleman  told  us  that  the  dwarf 
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flaai— Eaglaod — got  all  the  halfpence. 
confeea  I  have  a  good  deal  of  •ympathy 
with  that  opioion,  and  I  alao  Bjmpathiz<*d 
vtth  tho  hon.  Member  for  CaithnoM- 
ahire  [l>r.  Clark \  when,  jutt  now,  ho 
deplored  the  change  of  opinion  which 
has  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Prime 
If  int»ter.  I  was  most  disappotntoil  not 
lo  hear  from  the  Prime  Ministor,  in 
mpoose  to  the  Hpeeohof  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber the  Mover  of  the  Amendment^  »(>me 
definite  statement  of  a  hard-and-fant 
mie  by  which  we  in  Parliament  could 
iudse  whet  eum  should  be  paid  by  Kng- 
lana,  and  what  by  India.  We  were 
told,  it  is  true,  that  Indian  Wani. 
broadly  speaking,  should  bo  paid  for  by 
India.  I  think  that  was  the  expression 
of  the  IVim»  Minister.  Now.  I  maintsin 
that  a  much  closer  and  more  definite 
rale  is  required  than  that  A  rule  which. 
I  think,  IS  a  very  just  one,  was  enun- 
riated  by  the  late  viceroy  of  India  (the 
Marquees  of  Kipon)  when  he  stated  that 
waia  which  the  Oovemment  of  India 
haaeierctsed  the  right  of  initiating,  and 
in  regard  to  which  it  haa  been  able  to 
control  the  initiation,  the  Indian  Qo- 
Temmeat  should  be  com]>ell€d  to  pay 
for,  but  not  for  those  orer  which  it 
baa  bad  no  control  whaterer^as,  for 
instance,  the  ca»(»  of  the  Egyptian 
Wars,  when  Indian  troops  were  em- 
ployed in  Kgyot  and  the  Boudan.  At 
thai  time  the  Indian  Ctoyemment  had 
BO  control  over  tho  initiation  of  tho  Kx- 
pedition  ;  and,  therefore,  iho  Msrv|ue9s 
of  Hipon  urged  that  the  Indian  Kxche- 
qoer  ought  not  be  calh^l  upon  to  pay 
aaytbiog  towards  the  cost  oi  that  war. 
With  that  I  entirely  agree,  and  hon. 
Members  will  remember  that  that  wan 
really  the  principle  Isid  down  by  the 
Earl  of  Lytion  at  the  time  of  the  Af^chan 
War.  It'was  then  sUted  by  the  Ktrl  of 
Lyttiin  that  India  should  psy  for  tho 
Afghan  W*'ar  Ikh  ause  the  ( toremment  of 
India  had  had  full  control  over  its  com- 
menccnient.  Now,  at  that  time  some  of 
the  Lsaderaof  the  Psrty  opi^osite  wishetl 
that  England  should  pay  at  least  a  tMir- 
tion  of  the  expenses  of  tho  war.  W  ell, 
the  feeling  of  many  Anglo*Indians,  and 
of  many  Indians,  was  **  Tisies  /i#aa««  // 
Sms  f§r0%tm  ;  '*  and  I  venture  to  think 
that  thai  fear  haa  been  realixed  in  later 
ware.  But  oow,  looking  at  the  circum- 
ataaets  of  tfie  nreeaat  war.  I  would 
vattlvre  to  put  before  the  Ilonse.  and 
la  ^peal  to  the  Merer  of  the  Amend- 


mont,  whether  it  is  not  the  case,  with 
regard  to  this  war,  that  the  conditions  of 
liord  Lytfon  and  Lord  Hipon  have  bet- n 
fulfilled,  and  that  the  (turemmont  of 
India  has  had  full  control  over  tho  initia- 
tion of  the  war?  Therefore,  it  can 
hartlly  be  said  that  tho  Government  of 
India  can  fairly  put  forward  tho  same 
claim— put  forward  rightly,  I  think,  at 
tho  time  of  tho  Egyptian  War — to  be 
excused  from  the  payment  of  the  coi«t. 
Still,  I  do  hope  that  the  result  of  the 
discussion  to-night,  and  of  tho  Amend* 
mont  moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter),  will  be  that 
some  Member  of  the  OoTomment  will 
rise  in  his  place,  and  will  endorse  that 
opinion  of  tho  Marquess  of  Kipon  and 
the  Karl  of  L}tton  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. I  turn  now  to  the  question 
which  was  largely  dealt  with  by  tho 
Mover  of  the  Amendment  and  by  other 
speakers  as  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
war.  It  has  boeii  suggested  that  the 
war  was  a  merchants*  war.  That  is 
a  statement  which  I  entirely  deny.  I 
would  join  with  any  hon.  Member  of 
this  House  in  denouncing  a  war  that 
was  initiated  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
trade ;  but  if  there  is  one  thing  which 
has  been  brought  out  more  clearly  than 
another,  in  the  Pa|>er8  which  have  been 
laid  before  Parliament,  it  is  thi^ — that 
every  Indian  authority,  from  the  (^bief 
Commissioner  of  Hritish  Burmah  to  the 
Viceroy  of  Dritinh  India  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  have  all,  with  one  accord, 
absolutely  refuscnl  to  listen  to  any  re- 
commendations of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce at  Rangoon  or  anyone  els€«  who 
a^ked  them  to  engage  in  a  war  with 
Burmah,  or  to  annex  Upper  Burmah 
for  any  purpose  of  commerce.  The  hon. 
Member  himself  quoted,  as  a  proof  that 
the  war  a  as  objrctionable  on  some  other 
ground,  the  very  language  of  the  Chief 
rommisfion«*r  of  Buniiah  (Mr.  Benisrd^ 
and  of  the  Viceroy  of  India  <  the  I*Iarl  of 
Ihifferin).  in  which  they  distinctly  re* 
fused  to  c«>niply  with  the  re«|uisition  of 
that  great  meeting  of  the  Itangoon  mer- 
chants which  was  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member.  Now.  these  are  the  very  antho- 
rit:i*s  who,  not  much  later,  endorsed 
and  carried  out  the  principle  of  the 
policy  of  the  attack  upon  I  ppar  Bur* 
mah.  What  was  it  that  had  happened 
in  the  meantime  to  produce  that  change? 
W*hy.  Sir,  all  the  ciroumstaaeea  of  the 
aaaa  had  ahaBged,  and  the  ohaaga  ia 
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shown  and  exemplified  in  the  letter  of 
the    Ohief   Oommisaioner    of    British 
Burmah  to  the  Viceroy  of  India,  dated 
September    4,    1885.     The  House,    I 
am    sure,     will     see     by     comparing 
the  letter  of  the  Chief  Commissioner, 
written    in    the    earlier   part    of    the 
year  with  his  letter  in  September,  1 885, 
that  in  the  meantime  the  events  had  so 
changed  as  to  render  an  invasion  of 
Upper  Burmah    absolutely    necessary. 
What  has  been  the  history  of  our  rela- 
tions with  Burmah  from   the  earliest 
times  ?    We  have  had  the  same  difficulty 
which  cropped  up  last  year  from  the 
earliest  times  to  contend  with — ^namely, 
the    arrogance    and    ignorance  of  the 
Court  of  Burmah.    Why,  in  point  of 
fact,  did  Lord  Amherst  annex  Arakan 
in  1826?    Why,  simply  because,  if  he 
had  not  done  so,  the  King  of  Ava  would 
have  annexed  Assam  and  Caohar.  Then, 
again,  in  1852,  Lord  Dalhousie  found  it 
necessary  to  annex  Pegu,  a  similar  atti- 
tude of  arrogance  having  forced  that 
step  upon  him.     Coming  down  to  later 
times,  even  the  pacific  Administration  of 
the  Earl  of  Northbrook--and  I  wish  to 
speak  of  that  Administration  in  terms  of 
the  most  complete  respect— that  pacific 
Administration  was  absolutely  compelled 
by  the  arrogance  and  by  the  ignorance 
of  the  Court  of  Ava  to  tsJce  military  pre- 
cautions against  that  country,  and  to 
send  what  was  virtually  an  Ultimatum 
to  the  King  of  Ava.     There  was  at  that 
time  habitual  violations  of  the  frontier, 
and  injuries  committed  on  British  sub- 
jects which  were  loudly  complained  of 
by  the  Earl  of  Northbrook.    Two  hon. 
Members  opposite,  speaking  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  have  always  occurred  in 
our  relations  with  Burmah,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  customs  of  that  country  in  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  of  our  Besident^ 
have  omitted  certain  points  with  regard 
to  that  matter.     The  Government   of 
India  have  endeavoured  for  years  to 
maintain  a  Resident  peaceably  there— a 
most  necessaiT  measure  for  the  trade  of 
India  and  of  England^  if  trade  is  to  be 
carried  on  with  Burmah  at  all,  or  if  we 
are  to  have  any  relations  with  that  coun- 
try in  any  way  whatever.     We  obtained 
by  Treaty  in  1862  the  right  of  sending  a 
Besident  there.     How  was  that  Resi- 
dent treated?    The  hon.   Member  has 
told  us  that  oar  Resident  was  obliged  to 
take  off  his  sword  before  going  into  (ho 
Bojal  presence,  and  to  take  off  hisbo^ts 

Sir  Rikper  LMtruif0 


before  gaining  admission  to  the  Royal 
Palace.    That  is  true  enough  ;  but  there 
were  other  indignities  which  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  ought  to  have  discerned 
from  reading  the  Blue  Book,  and  which 
are  certainly  well  known  to  anyone  who 
has  any  personal  acquaintance  with  Bur- 
mah.   It  will  be  remembered  that  when 
the  Earl  of  Northbrook  sent  a  Resident 
there,  our  Resident  complained  that  on 
coming  into  the  Royal  presence  he  was 
ordered  to  sit  on  the  floor  with  his  feet 
behind  him.      Now,   Sir,   if  any  hon. 
Member  will  attempt  to  sit  on  the  floor 
with  his  feet  behind  him,  I  maintain 
that  he  will  find  the  task  a  most  difficult 
one,  and  one  which,  in  the  end,  will  prove 
most  disastrous  to  him.     Therefore,  it  is 
not  unreasonable,  as  the  Earl  of  North- 
brook said,  for  our  officers  to  protest ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  impossible  for 
us  to  permit  such  a    state   of   things 
to    exist    any    longer.      And    remem- 
ber that  this  was  the  Earl  of  North- 
brook,   than    whom    no    more   paciflo 
Viceroy  has  ever  ruled  in  India.    I  pray 
the  House  to  listen  to  this  one  point. 
During  last  year  there  was  a  very  heavy 
accession  of  new  causes  of  complaint, 
which  rendered  some  action  on  the  pnrt 
of  the  Earl  of  Dufferin's  Qovemment 
absolutely  necessary.     First  of  all,  there 
wore  the  actual  massacres  which  havo 
not  been  spoken  of  much  to-night,  but 
which  were  most  important.     At  Man- 
dalay  in  the  preceding  October  the  mas- 
sacres in  the   gaol  comprised  a  largo 
number  of  British  subjects  from  Chitta- 
gong.    That  was  a  point  which  did  de- 
mand the  interference  of  the   Indian 
Government.      Further,    there    was    a 
spirit  of  lawlessness  spread  throughout 
Burmah,   and    a  considerable  part  of 
the  country  was  no  longer  within  the 
control  of  the  King  himself.    That  law- 
lessness spread  into  British  territory,  and 
the  Province  of  British  Burmah  would 
very  soon  have  been  in  a  similar  state 
of  lawlessness  and  disturbance  if  the 
Earl  of  Dufferin  had  not  interfered.    Be 
it  remembered  that  the  victims  were 
employ €9  of  the  Bombay  and  Burmah 
Trading  Company,  and  the  rafts  of  that 
Company  were  actually  fired  upon  by 
some  of  the  Burmese  soldiers,  and  that, 
again,  constituted  adirectM4iM^^/i.  But, 
as  has  been  mentioned  to-night,  the  |>oiQt 
that  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  atTairs 
most  materially  during  the  past  year 
was  the  intrigues  of  the  Freneh  Consul^ 
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M.  HaM«  Tb«j)uul  retched  sueh  a  point 
that  the  qoMtton  was  whether  we  •hould 
ontirely  lose  our  paramount  poaition  on 
that  aide  of  India,  or  ahould  maintain  it 
hy  forro  of  arms.  There  can  bo  no 
«j  u<H^tion  whatever  aa  to  the  intrig^ea  of 
tne  French  Consul ;  and  it  is  known  t<i 
the  Houso  that  the  King  of  Burmah  had 
stAadfastlj  determined  to  do  all  he  could 
tt)  draw  cloeer  the  bonds  of  friondnhip 
l>«t«een  htmsolf  and  the  French  and 
Italians,  lie  had  sent  out  an  Kmbauy 
for  that  purpose;  and  it  was  on  that 
account,  and  on  account  of  the  rarious 
other  proTO(*ations  I  have  recited — it 
was  those  facts,  I  submit  to  the  House, 
which  induced  Mr.  Bernard,  the  Chief 
Commissioner  at  Rangoon,  and  the 
Earl  of  Dufferin,  to  saj  at  last— "This 
can  iro  on  no  longer,  and  we  must 
iTit<»rf(*re.*'  I  was  very  glad  to  hear, 
in  the  very  lucid  statement  which 
was  mado  by  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  his  romarka  upon 
th<«  sucYessfttl  operations  that  hare  been 
conducted  there,  and  his  praise  of  our 
trxipa.  1  rejoiced  to  hoar  the  hon. 
Gentleman  praise  tho  bearing  of  the 
NatiTo  tr«>opa  engaged  in  that  Expedi- 
tion. I  feel.  8ir,  that  that  praif^o  was 
«*ntirely  d«^«rTod,  and  that  it  will  giro 
real  Measure  and  satiRfartion  to  our 
frllfiw-subji>cts  throughout  India.  I 
hop«  that  the  (Government  will  follow  up 
th««  spe4H*h  of  the  Under  B^^cretary  of 
8tate  br  s«>me  statement  to-night  as  to 
the  rules  by  which,  in  future,  the 
eharm.  aa  between  the  Knglish  and 
the  Indian  Exchequers,  will  bo  appor- 
taooed.  One  word  in  conclusion.  The 
time  for  deciding  formally  the  way  in 
which  these  chu-gee  shall  be  appor* 
tiooed  is  a  yery  appropriate  one,  for,  as 
has  been  noticed  to-night,  there  is  at 
present  at  the  head  of  the  Ooremment 
in  India  a  statt^mao  belonging  to  tho 
great  Liberal  Party,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  commands  the  entire  confidence  of 
orety  ICemlM>ron  this  side  of  tho  House. 
The  Earl  of  Dufferin  is  making  a  great 
r«*potatioD  for  himself  in  India ;  and  he 
has,  I  am  bound  to  say,  bc^m  supiwrtinl 
moat  heartily  by  the  late  Gt)Temment. 
and  the  Party  to  which  I  l>e!ong  on  this 
sid*«  of  the  House.  Thert^fons  I  main- 
tain that  the  present  time  is  one  in 
which  Party  questions  with  regard  to 
India  are  fairly  in  abeyance,  and  when 
it  would  be  most  appropriate  for  the 
C}oy«rBme&l  to  lay  down  aoae  hatd«and 


fast  rule  by  which  such  ohatvea  aa  this 
may  bo  in  fbture  apportioneo! 
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Djke,  ri.  bon.  Sir  W. 
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Gont,  Sir  J.  £• 
Ooflchen,  rt.  hon.  G.  J. 
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Havelock  -  Allan,   Sir 
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».  .-MTi^a  OQ  b«5..nd  th«  oitornAl  frontiin  of  and  inconrenientaepouible.     Now.  Sir, 

i:.r  M«j<ttjr .  Indian  i>o.«,.»oi».  j  ^^^^  „^^  inouirica  of  manj  Mem- 

bera  of  tho  Irish  Partj  ae  to  the  circum- 

ORDER   OF  THE  DA  Y.  stancee  under  which  votera  in  thoir  die* 

^^^__^^^^  triota  were  compollod  to  exercise  the 

'  franchiae ;  and  I  think  the  House  will  be 

ST'PPLT.— REPORT.  surprised  at  some  of  the  flffures  which  I 

n      ...       r.^vxi.  t:*  1           t          m  3  Will  uow  Uv  before  thom.  I  haTe  learned 

BeaoluUona  [1 9th  J  ebmary]  r0porUd.  f,^^  „  h^„.  p^ends  that  in  some  cases 

BeaolotioBs  1  to  12  Mgrn^  U.  \  yoters  had  to  trarol  a  distance  of  eight 

B««luti«n  13.     £1*9.  Salaries  and  ?''»."!!'*r'~  l*'.!*!':^'*  ****  franchue; 

K.p«OMa  of  the  General  ValuaUon  and  1^!*  ^'2''^  t'^l'^tT^T^  '^^^ 

lU.Sndary  Surrey  of  Irfland.  nace.«»y  for  rotara  to  trarel  aa  much  aa 

'           '  14  miles  for  that  purpoee,  and  one  ox* 

ICn.  MAURICE  HEALT:  Sir,  I  rise  trome  case  has  been  brought  under  my 

to  rail  att<«ntion  to  a  matter  oonnocted  notice  in  which  tho  voters  of  one  diTision 

with  this  H<>«(>lutton,  which  is  of  much  of  iKmegal  had  to  travel  no  less  than  20 

cottv«qn<»nce  to  the   Tarty  to  which  I  miles ;  and  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention 

haTi«  the  honour  to  b(>long.  This  Vote  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  this  repre- 
i«  for  the  payment  to  b»  made  to  the ,  sents  not  merely  a  journey  of  20  but 
cflBrrrs  of  the  Ordnance  Surrey  in  Ire- '  40  miles,  for,  having  had  to  travel  20 
land  in  conniHtion  with  the  it<*rvice  of '  miles  from  their  home,  they  had  after- 

re-arranpng  the  f>olIing  districts  in  lrt»-  >  wards  to  go  20  miles  to  get  back,  a  proceaa 
Und  under  tho  recent  Actn  for  the  regis* '  which  involved  the  nec(»Asity  of  a  journey 
tration  of  voters  and  redintribution  of  tho  day  before  the  poll.     The  House  is 

seats  in  Ireland.     I  have  reepet^tfuUy  to  aware  that  the  elections  in  Ireland  took 

protest  against  the  manner  in  which  place  in  the  month  of  November.     It 

th<*ee  ofRcers  have  diM^hargc^  the  duti(*s  will  l>e  in  tho  recollection  of  hon.  Mom* 

a**igned  to  thorn.     I  think  thin  Hou<ie,  bors  that  tho  weather  during  the  greater 

whif  h  df«vutod  its  limo  and  labours  to  part  of  tho  time  during  which  the<rone* 

this  im|>ortant  work,  did  not  intend  that  ral  Kh-rtion  was  going  forward  wat  of  a 

the  Irish  Totors  should  bo  left  in  tho  '  very  inclement  cliarnctor  ;  and  I  ask  the 

hands  of  hostile,  or,  at  any  rate,  unsym-  House  to  consider  the  hardship  involved 

pathotie  officials  in  that  country,  who  in  compelling  voters,   many  of  whom 

attach  to  the  franchtso  such  conditions  were  old  and  decrepid,  to  travel  this 

as,  nndor  its  oxerrino,  are  either  difficult  enormous  distance   oofore    they   oould 

or  incottveniont.     I  think,  Sir,  I  shall  oxercise  the  franchise  which  this  House 

sttcfssd  in  showing  you  that  that  is  tho  had   given  them.     I  say,   respt^otfullT, 

conm«  which  the  officials  have  taken  in  that  tho  facta  which  I  have  brought 

this  matter.     I  may,  perhaps,  briefly  under  the  notice  of  the  House  are  facta 

montion   the  Acta   under   which    tho«<*  which  are  eminently  deserving  of  ita 

rhargee  are  incurred.     The  S4*rriccs  for  attontion.     I  say  that  it  is  not  for  thia 

whi<h  thia  charge  is   made  were  per-  House  to  stand  by  and  see  the  enact* 

formed  in  connot  ti<in  with  the  Kegii^tra-  menta  which  Parliament  has,  aftor  great 

tion  of  Voter*  Act  passed  for  Ireland  labour  and  trouble,  passed,    rendered 

in  the  last  Sossion  of  Parliament.     It  practically  nugatory  by  officials  who — I 

became  nocf^Mary.  having  regard  to  the  will  not  say  d«>*ignedly,    but  through 

change  in  the  franchist*  law  mado  bj  the  carelessness —plat^  these  ol>staclea  and 

Keprreentation  of  the  Ptntple  Act,  to  ro.  omharraMoicmts  in  the   path  of  votera 

arrange  the  polling  distrirt 4  in  Ireland  who  desire  to  oxercise  the  franchise.  8ir, 

so  as  to  place  tho  p«iwer<»f  voting  within  I  have  to  cotnpUin,  in  this  connection, 
easy  rearh  of  the  humhlest  voter  who   of  two  things^tirst,  of  the  state  of  the 

surceeded  in  g('t*ing  on  the  l{**gister;  law  it^*lf;  and.  in  the  second  place.  I  hare 
and  what  I  eharge  is  that  the  officials  to  to  complain  of  the  mode  in  which  that 
whom  that  dnty  was  confided,  instead  of  law  is  admioistered.  The  Registration 
dieehargiag  it  in  snoh  a  manner  aa  to  Act,  under  which  the  polling  diatriola  in 
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Ireland  are  airanged,  does  not  itself 
enter  on  any  speoific  enactment  on  the 
subjeot  of  polling  districts.  Instead  of 
laying  down  rules  which  were  to  regu- 
late the  polling  distriots  in  Ireland,  it 
proceedea  simply  to  revive  certain  en- 
actments contained  in  the  Ballot  Act — 
namely,  the  Act  passed  in  the  year  1873 
— and  those  provisions  incorporated  in  it 
from  the  Ballot  Act  placed  the  task  of 
re-arranging  the  polling  districts  in  Ire- 
land in  the  hands  of  the  county  magis- 
trates. I  say  that  if  this  House  were 
deliberately  to  set  itself  to  seek  for  a 
tribunal  more  than  any  other  unsatis- 
factory for  the  performance  of  this  duty, 
they  could  not  have  better  succeeded 
than  in  selecting  the  tribunal  which  I 
have  mentioned.  To-day,  I  need  hardly 
toll  the  House  that  the  magistrates  of 
Ireland  are  not  merely  not  in  sympathy 
with  the  people,  but  are,  in  this  very 
matter  of  the  franchise,  in  direct  enmity 
and  conflict  with  them.  I  ask,  Sir, 
what  would  be  thought  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  in  England  which  vested  the 
duty  of  arranging  the  machinery  of  the 
franohise  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the 
political  Parties  ?  I  ask  what  would  be 
thought  in  this  country  if  the  power  of 
fixing  the  polling  districts,  or  the  power 
of  arranging  any  other  machinery  con- 
nected with  the  franchise,  were  vested 
solely  in  the  hands  of  the  Liberal  Party 
or  in  those  of  the  Conservative  Party  ? 
And  let  me  tell  the  House  that  such  a 
condition  of  things  by  no  means  repre- 
sents the  state  of  things  in  Ireland  that 
is  created  when  a  task  of  this  kind  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Magisterial 
Bench,  for  I  need  hardly  say  that  the 
degree  of  strife  between  English  political 
Parties  by  no  means  represents  the  cor- 
responding relations  between  the  tenant 
and  landlord  dasses  in  Ireland ;  and  for 
the  purposes  of  this  Election  it  was, 
practically  a  contest  between  landlords 
on  the  one  side  and  tenants  on  the  other. 
Yet  in  this,  as  in  other  matters  In  Ire- 
land, the  unfortunate  tenant  farmers 
found  that  the  tribunal  selected  to  sit 
upon  and  arrange  their  electoral  rights 
consisted  of  landlords  who  were  hostile 
to  them  from  a  political  and  religious,  as 
well  as  a  social,  point  of  view.  But  I 
complain  not  merely  of  the  enactments 
which  wete  so  introduced — I  complain 
not  merely  that  that  tribunal  was 
selected  for  this  purpose;  but  I  also 
complain  that  in  re-enacting  the  provi- 
■iosa  of  the  Ballot  Act  thia  Houae,  for 

Mr.  Mtmriee  HhH^ 


some  reasons  which  it  is  difficult  to 
understand,  left  out  certain  provisiona 
which  were  in  the  former  Act,  and 
which  would  have  provided  a  remedy 
for  this  very  evil.  Let  me  remind  tho 
House  that  the  original  enactments 
regulating  this  matter  provided  for  the 
power  of  appeal  from  the  magistrates 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in 
Council.  Well,  when  the  Kegistration 
Act  was  passed  no  such  provision  was 
contained  in  it.  The  original  enactment 
in  the  Ballot  Act  provided  not  that 
there  should  be  one  final  fixing  of  the 
polling  arrangements,  but  that  if  it 
should  afterwards  turn  out  that  those 
arrangements  were  imperfect  and  un- 
satisfactory, it  should  be  in  the  power  of 
the  Bench  of  Magistrates,  from  time  to 
time,  to  review,  alter,  amend,  and  im- 
prove the  arrangements  they  had  origi- 
nally made,  eo  as  to  remove  any 
grievance  which  might  be  found  to 
come  up  in  the  working  of  the  scheme 
formulated.  I  have  said  that,  for  some 
reason  which  it  is  difficult  to  understand, 
the  enactment  under  which  the  present 
arrangements  were  made  omitted  these 
powers,  and  so  prevented  any  change 
in  the  present  imperfect  conditions  of 
taking  the  poll  in  Ireland  until  thia 
House  again  interferes  by  enactment. 
There  is  another  matter  to  which  I 
should  like  to  refer.  The  Begistration 
Act  under  which  this  money  was  spent 
makea  no  provision  for  any  interference 
by  the  Ordnance  Surveyors  who  take 
this  money  and  perform  these  duties — 
it  makes  no  provision  for  any  functions 
whataoever  on  the  part  of  the  Ordnance 
Surveyora  in  Ireland.  The  Registration 
Act  places  in  the  hands  of  the  magis- 
trates this  power  of  fixins  the  limits  of 
the  polling  districts,  and  there  is  no 
mention  of  any  plans  to  be  prepared  by 
the  Ordnance  Survey.  And  what  did 
the  Government  do?  The  Ordnance 
Office  drew  up  these  schemes  and  sent 
them  down  cut  and  dried  to  the  magis* 
trates,  who  were  only  too  anxious  to 
have  them,  and  who,  in  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye,  passed  them  without 
the  smallest  attempt  at  examination. 
In  fact,  the  only  place  in  which,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  local  Bench  sought  to 
improve  or  amend  tliis  scheme  was  the 
North  of  Ireland,  where,  of  course,  the 
magistrates  were  anxious  that  the  ut- 
most facilitiea  ahould  be  given  to  voterm 
to  puraue  their  political  peranaaion  or 
pohtioal  viewa ;  and  the  reault  waa  that 
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wUte  in  th«  North  of  Irdand  this  the  Honao.  Bot  this  b  a  quMlioii  of 
iehomo  may*  to  •  Urgo  ozteiit,  haro  ptjiog  moii«j  to  tabordinatM  for  oarrj- 
improvad  and  altered  to  at  to  meet  the  log  out  operatioiu  in  the  direction  of 
axifiiioiee  of  the  caee,  in  the  South  it  which  thej  have  no  oontrol  wbaterer. 
waa  aoamped  vithout,  aa  I  have  said,  It  ie  for  purely  jprofe^eiooal  and  cadastral 
the  least  attempt  at  improWng  or  work  oi  the  Valuation  and  Boundary 
amending  it.  Of  course,  I  am  aware  Surrey.  Though  the  hon.  and  learned 
that  the  present  Administration  are  not  Member  is  in  Order  in  raising  the  very 
reepontible  fur  the  preparation  of  this  mat  and  important  question  that  he 
•chMne.  I  am  aware  that  it  waa  pre-  has  raised,  I  am  still  inclined  to  think 
pared  during  the  period  of  Office  of  the '  that  he  would  not  be  justified  in  putting 
late  Goremment ;  but  I  respectfully  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  our  obtain- 
aabmit  to  this  House  that  it  derolTes  ing  the  Report  of  this  Vote.  With  re- 
npon  Pariiament  to  see  that  the  large  gvd  to  the  main  question  which  the 
and  banefioent  enactment  which  created  hon.  and  learned  Member  has  brought 
aaeh  an  eatiaordinary  change  in  the  before  the  House,  I  can  assnre  him  that 
politieal  drenmstanoee  of  Ireland  should  he  meets  with  very  great  sympathy  in 
not  be  rendered,  to  a  large  estent,nuga-  other  quarters  of  the  House  fnan  that 
tory  and  inoperative  by  the  works  of  on  which  he  sits.  Many  of  us  are  not 
nnsympathetio  officials,  who,  of  course,  at  all  satisfied  with  the  manner  of 
have  no  desire  that  the  franchise  should  appointing  polling  places  in  England.  I 
be  plaoed  within  easy  reach  of  tha^  will  not  gire  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
people.  I  most  respectfully  ask  some  atthismoment,and  after whatlharesaid, 
undertaking  that  whenoTer  the  GoTem-  my  reasons  for  objection  to  the  present 
ment  take  la  hand  the  work  of  impror-  system  of  appointinffpoUuiff  places  either 
ing  the  oonditioa  of  the  Begistration  in  Englana  or  Irehnd*  I  think  it  ex- 
Lawa  that  this  important  matter  will  tremely  defective,  and  not  in  any  aenae 
meet  with  their  attention.  I  would  in  the  riffht  hands;  but,  having  said  that, 
r— pectfnlly  aak  that  they  should  take  I  will  ask  the  hon.  and  learuM  Member 
this  matter  into  their  consideration,  and  not  to  press  his  opposition  to  the  Be- 
pat  an  end  to  what  I  think  I  may,  with-  port  on  the  present  occasion.  The  work 
ont  asaggeration,  describe  as  the  graat  for  which  this  money  haa  been  voted  has 
pnblie  scandal  involved  in  the  condition  been  done.  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
of  things  which  makes  it  necessary  for  lieve  that  it  was  well  done  by  the  men 
a  man  to  travel,  as  in  one  case,  50  miles  whose  service  are  in  question  at  this 
for  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  im-  moment ;  and  to  reject  this  Beport 
pofftant  political  vote  conferred  on  him  would,  I  think,  in  no  way  further  the 
by  the  I^ranrhise  Act.  cause  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
Tn  SECBETABY  roa  SCOTLAND  tleman  has  urged.  It  would  be  doing 
(Mr.  TaxvxLYAX):  The  question  which  serious  injustice  to  public  servants,  or 
the  hoo«  and  learned  (ientlemaa  has  to  the  men  who  have  been  engaged  in 
rained,  with  con«iderable  eleamess,  this  duty;  and  I,  therefore,  eameetly 
is  one  worthy  of  being  brought  for-  ,  trust  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
ward  at  a  more  timely  hour  of  the  will  be  satisfied  with  the  protest  that 
•vening,  and,  if  the  hon.  and  learned  he  has  made.  When  the  registration 
Member  will  allow  me  to  s«y  so,  in  oomes  again  before  the  House,  I  am 
aoQM  reapeeta  on  a  text  which  ia  more  inclined  to  think  he  will  find  that  there 
atrioily  appropriate.  This  Vote  is  for  are  a  great  many  of  his  Colleagues  and 
the  porpoee  of  increased  field  work  a  great  many  other  Members  in  this 
which  was  dona  by  the  subordinate  Iluuse  extremely  anxious  to  act  in  the 
oAcera  of  the  Valuation  and  Boundary  direction  in  which  he  desires  to  go.  I 
Sarvey  in  Ireland  in  anrveving  the  poU-  think  I  may  say  he  will  find  amongst 
ing  districts.  In  view  oi  the  extreme  those  most  anxious  to  have  this  matter 
difleolty,  in  the  present  stats  of  Parlia-  examined  and  set  right  not  a  few  sitting 
meat,  of  railing  atttrntion  to  any  subject,  -  on  thia  Bench, 
however  impfirtant,  I  am  sure  I  am  not  _  ,  .  .  . 
iodiaed  to  Huarrel  with  any  hon.  Mem-  BeeoluUon  sfrnd  ip. 

bar  lor  bringing  forward  a  question  on  Besolntions  14  to  16  syr##tf  U. 
any    opportomty    which   may    present  j 

itaali;  no  aMtter  how  alight  the  conneo-  •     Beeolntion  17.  £7,400,  Conatabalary 
tiea  il  any  hava  with  the  matter  baCoia  I  Fotea  ia  Xralaad. 

YOL.  (XXIL    [xaiao  aaana.]  S  K 
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Mb.  T.  H.  HEALY:  In  regard  to 
{his  Vote  there  is  an  item  I  intended 
to  raise  a  question  upon  the  other  night, 
but  was  not  able  to  do  so  in  consequence 
of  the  prolonged  dtsoussion  which  took 
place  upon  another  matter.  I  refer  to 
the  item  for  oar  hire  and  extra  services, 
oocasioned  bj  the  visit  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  Ireland,  and  the  events  which 
occurred  at  Mallow  when  His  Eoyal 
Highness  passed  through  that  place — ^I 
refer  to  the  encounter  between  Inspector 
Oarr  and  a  Member  of  this  House.  The 
then  hon.  Member  for  Mallow,  now  the 
hon.  Member  for  Tjrone  (Mr.  W. 
O'Brien) ;  the  then  hon.  Member  for 
Westmeath,  now  Member  for  Dublin 
(Mr.  T.  Harrington),  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Cork  (Mr.  Flynn), 
were  present  on  this  occasion.  Well,  I 
wish  to  remind  the  House  of  what  oc- 
curred. An  action  was  brought  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  at  that  time  Member 
for  Westmeath,  against  Inspector  Carr 
for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  jury  disagreed ;  but  the 
Government  did  not  pay  the  Inspector's 
costs.  However,  within  two  or  three 
months  this  gentleman  —  District  In- 
spector, Oounty  Inspector,  or  whatever 
he  may  have  been — ^was  transferred,  by 
way  of  compensation,  to  a  more  lucra- 
tive post — ^that  is  to  say,  he  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  police  in  Belfast,  and  in 
possession  of  a  salary  larger  than  he  had 
nreviously  received  by  about  £200  a-year. 
Kow,  if  anyone  asks  in  this  House  whe- 
ther Inspector  Garr's  costs  were  paid  on 
that  occasion  bv  the  Government,  the 
Gh>vemment  will  indignantly  reply  that 
such  was  not  the  case.  But  what  did 
they  do? — and  this  is  the  lesson  the 
Irish  people  have  to  draw.  They  re- 
peated their  action  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Olifford  Lloyd,  who,  after  being  snubbed 
by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  was  sent  out 
to  the  Mauritius  or  the  Bahamas,  where 
his  salary  was  doubled.  In  the  case  of 
Inspector  Oarr,  as  I  have  said,  he  was 
instantly  transferred  to  Belfast,  where 
he  received  a  salary  of  £900  more  than 
he  had  been  previously  receiving.  That 
is  the  way  the  Government,  instead  of 
leaving  the  law  to  do  justice  between 
man  and  man,  deals  with  its  police 
officials.  They  will  not  nay  a  man's 
costs,  but  give  him  a  salary  of  £200 
a-year  more.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Go- 
vernment whether  they  can  give  any  in- 
formation as  to  why  Inspector  Carr  was 
promoted  to  Belfast?    Was  it  done  by 


the  late  (Sovemment  ?  I  believe  it  was. 
We  have  to-night  the  advantage  of  the 
presence  of  the  right  hon.  GeBtleman 
the  late  Chief  Sewetary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  William  Hart  Dyke);  and  we 
shall,  I  hope,  have  some  explanation 
from  him  of  this  promotion  by  bludgeon 
work. 

The  SECBETABY  of  STATE  Fom 
WAR  (Mr.  CAMPBELL-BAinrxaiCAjr) :  I 
have  some  acquaintance  with  the  ciroum- 
stances  which  led  to  the  action  to  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  re- 
ferred. I  am  cognizant  of  what  took 
place  at  Mallow ;  but  I  am  not  aware 
of  what  subsequently  transpired ;  there- 
fore I  am  not  in  a  position  to  afford  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  the  informa- 
tion he  seeks. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABT  DYKE :  This 
is  a  case  in  which  the  head  of  the  Polioe 
Force  in  Ireland  is  responsible  for  the 
action  taken.  What  was  done  in  regard 
to  the  transference  of  Inspector  Carr 
was  done  under  his  direction.  I  say 
frankly  that  I  am  not  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  special  case  of  the 
removal  of  a  Police  Inspector  from  one 
place  to  another.  Should  it  be  the  plea- 
sure of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  to 
put  a  Question  to  me  on  this  subject  oa 
some  future  day,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
answer  it  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Eesolution  agreed  to. 

LAKD  EE0I8TRT  BILL  [Xdnf*].— [Box SI.] 
( Jfr.  H,  H.  r<ntUr.) 

BBOOim  BIADINO. 


Order  for  Second 


read. 


The  SECRETABY  to  thv  TBEA- 
8UBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowum) :  Perfaape 
the  House  will  allow  me  to  explain^  m 
a  sentence  or  two,  why  this  Bill  has 
been  brought  in,  and  why  it  is  neoee* 
sary  to  pass  it  without  delay.  The  House 
is  aware — or  those  Members  who  wese 
in  the  last  Parliament  will  be  aware^ 
that  during  the  past  four  or  five  years 
there  have  been  discussions  in  this 
House  with  reference  to  the  cost  of 
working  the  Land  Begtstrv  Act  in  Eng- 
land. Year  after  year  Members  have 
expressed  the  strongest  disapprobation 
of  the  large  amount  of  expenditure  the 
working  of  the  Begistry  has  entailed, 
although  they  have  not  been  able  to 
protest  successfully  against  the  position 
of  affairs.  Last  summer,  when  the  Es- 
timates were  being  passed  through  the 
House,  the  question  waa  raised  agais. 
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•IroBg  oblaetkm  bilog  tekMi  to  Ui*  eotis  t«rid  eluu«ot«r— tb«  rwj  mmqm  of 
of  the  Oftoo.  I  may  toll  the  Homo  thmt  which  are  iho  ngnataro  or  aathoruatioii 
at  that  timo  there  wero  in  tbeOfRoe  a  of  the  Reipttrar  for  the  time  being ;  and 
lUfptlrar  rM^ei▼illg  a  talarj  of  ftt^SOO.  vhat  the  (^oTemment  pronoeo  is  that  the 
and  an  Atetttant  Begistrar  roc<«iTing  Ateistant  Registrar  should  oe  empowered, 
£1,500,  and  rariouseabordinatoofBctals, ;  without  increaiu^d  remuneration,  to  die- 
the  total  roet  being  nearly  £6,000. 'rharge  those  duties  until  th a  House  hae 
It  was  enlained  to  the  Committee  by  ■  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  what 
the  then  Secretary  to  the  Treaeuiy  (Sir  shall  be  the  future  oonstitution  and  expen* 
Henry  Holland)  that  it  was  a  very  diffi-  ditnre  of  the  Office.  I  haye  apaper  before 
coll  thing  to  deal  with  an  official  who  me  which  I  will  not  tfonble  tne  Houee 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  practice  of  his  with  ;  but  I  can  assure  the  House,  fh>m 
Profession,  and  who  had  fiUed  the  Office  its  contents,  that  there  are  a  great  many 
of  Begistrar  for  the  long  period  that  j  matt4>rs  of  great  concern  which  are  now 
ICr.  FuUett  had  filled.  A  pledge  was  at  a  standstill,  and  which,  if  they  are  not 
given  bT  the  then  Seoretatr  to  the  Trea-  j  dealt  with  in  some  such  way  as  that  pro- 
enry,  which  was  supported  by  the  then  r  posed  by  the  Bill,  will  lead  to  a  great 
Home  Secretary,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  :  deal  of  public  as  well  as  priTate  inoon- 
<  >  Aoe  of  Registrar  becoming  vaoant,  the  !  venience.  The  longer  the  passing  of  thia 
Goremmeat  would  not  fill  it  np  without  \  Bill  is  delayed  the  greater  will  be  the 
affording  the  House  a  previoos  oppor*  i  inconTeotence.  I  hope  the  House  will 
tnnity  of  expressiog  an  opinion  as  to  the  '  give  the  measure  a  second  reading.  I 
desirability  of  continuing  the  expendi- ,  now  beg  to  move  the  second  reading, 
ture.  I  was  then  sitting  on  the  opjosite  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
flde  of  the  House.  We  accepted  that  ^^^hat  the  BiU  bo  now  road  a  ^nd 
niedge ;  and  when  a  vacancy  occurred  Ume."-.(Jfr.  JT.  E.  Fo^Ur.) 
I  believe  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  then  I  ^  ' 

the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  j  Stm  HENBT  HOLLAND :  Aa  the 
nreaaat  Ix»ader  of  the  Opposition  (Sir ,  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  to  me,  I 
Michael  Hicks-Beach),  stated,  in  reply  may,  perhaps,  say  that  I  heartily  join  in 
to  nn  inquiry  addroMed  to  him,  that  the  ■  what  he  has  said  as  to  the  importanoe  of 
Government  would  not  fill  np  the ,  agreeing  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
vac«acy.  But  while  the  pl<^ge  was  >  Bill.  After  the  pledge  the  hon.  Mem- 
b4»tng  thna  honourably  f^ilfilled  a  legal ;  ber  has  referred  to  was  given  by  me 
diAenlty  arose  with  reference  to  cairy* '  to  the  Committee,  we,  of  course,  set  to 
ittg  on  the  business  of  the  Office.  The  ■  work  at  the  Treasurv  to  deal  with  the 
then  I^vrd  Chancellor  (liord  Halsbury)  matter.  Sir  Honry  Thring,  Mr.  Mowatt 
fonnd  it  absolutely  necessary  that  some-  !  and  I  had  a  meeting  at  the  Land  Begistry 
one  diould  be  aothorited  by  Parliament .  Office,  and  made  an  inquiry  into  the 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  Begistrar.  I  work  of  the  I>epartment.  We  went 
He  then  introduced  the  Bill  I  am  now  through  the  books,  and  I  am  justified  in 
asking  the  House  to  read  a  second  time  '  saying  that  we  thought  that  a  consider- 
in  the  House  of  C\)mmona,  by  which  it  ^  able  saving  might  be  effected.  I  desire 
was  provided  that  the  Lord  Chancellor '  here  to  say  that  Mr.  FoUett  did  all  the 
should  empower  the  Assistant  Begistrar  >  work  he  was  required  to  do  by  the  Act ; 
dnring  the  vacancy  in  the  Office  to  per*  but  now  that  a  vacancy  has  occurred  the 
form  all  the  acts,  and  discbarge  all  the  pledM  which  I  gave  that  the  Office 
dntiee«  of  the  Begistrar.  That  Bill  was  ■  nhould  not  be  filled  m  has  been  Inl- 
paseed  rapidly  through  all  its  stages  in  filUni.  It  is  necessary  that  some  of  the 
the  other  House,  and  then  the  change  j  work  Mr.  Foll«»tt  used  to  do  should  be 
in  the  Government  occurred.  The  pre-  \  performed  at  once^work  such  as  the 
tent  liord  Chancellor  has  taken  the  mat-  signing  of  certain  securities,  which  can 
ter  up,  and  has  eommnnicated  with  me '  only  ^  done  by  the  Chief  Begiiitrar. 
in  regard  to  it.  I  will  read  to  the  House  (?aiM«s  hare  be<«n  brought  under  my  no- 
tice in  which  busine««  has  been  entirely 
suspf'nded  owing  to  there  being  no  one 
to  sign  these  securities.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances I  tmst  the  House  will  not 
obiect  to  the  oeoond  reading  of  the  Bill. 
lia.  INCE:  I  am  aorry  to  a^ipear 
hoM  to  saj  that  I  eannot  conewr  m  the 

SKS 


what  he  says.    He 

*'Mstt'f«  in*  st  •f!««'l>I<'lr.Bn<l  it  i«of  «T«r>. 
lirt*  i«ipnft4af«  thst  this  HtU  th»ald  be  pManl 
vrttbsvft  dcJsy.** 

The  House  will  see  there  are  certain 
datiea  dntiee  of  an  almost  perfunctory 
cheraalii»  or*  at  all  eventa,  of  a  Mtaia- 
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Tiew  taken  hymj  hon.  Friend  on  this  side 
of  the  Hoaae  (Mr,  H.  H.  Fowler),  and  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  on  the  other  eide 
(Sir  Uenry  Holland).    I  fail  to  see  that 
because  it  is  necessary  that  a  particular 
Office  should  be  carried  on  that,  there- 
fore, public  faith  with  a  public  serrant 
should  be  broken — and  that  is  what  the 
Gk>Temnient  are  proposing  in  pressing 
on  this  Bill.  The  fate  Ooyemment  stood 
in  no  such  position.  They  acted  honour- 
ably  with  their  servants,   because  the 
position  of    matters    was    then     this. 
When  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury  was  in 
Office  the  position  was  this.    The  late 
Lord  Ohancellor  had  prepared  (ready  for 
bringing  in)  a  Bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  new  system  of  Land  Transfer  and 
Begistry— I  am  repeatiDg  a  public  state- 
ment publicly  made.  From  that  it  would 
appear  that  that  Bill  was  ready  to  be 
brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Lords 
almost  immediately ;  and  pending  the 
bringing  forward  of  that  matter,  which 
was  a  matter  almost  of  days,  no  one  com- 
plained— I  am  quite  sure  the  Assistant 
registrar  of  the  Land  Begtstry  Office 
would  not  complain — of  the  Assistant 
Begistrar  being  required  to  perform  the 
duties  of  Chief  Begistrar  on  the  same 
footing  as  he  was  carrying  on  his  own 
duties.     But  what  does  the  present  Oo- 
yemment  propose  to  do  ?    They  propose 
to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor to  require  the  Assistant  Begistrar 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  Begistrar's 
Office,  in  addition  to  what  he  undertook 
to  do  when  he  was  appointed,  for  the 
same  amount  paid  him  when  he  origi- 
nally accepted  his  Office,  and  to  go  on 
doing  for  an  indefinite  time  all  the  duties 
for  which  the  late  Mr.  FoUett  was  paid 
the  sum  of  £2,500  a-year.     The  hon. 
Gentleman's    statement,    I    maintain, 

froTes  a  great  deal  too  much.  My  hon. 
*riend,  I  suppose,  like  myself,  knew 
Mr.  FoUett  rery  well.  Does  he  mean  to 
tell  us  that  Mr.  FoUett  was  a  man  who 
would  have  taken  £2,600  a-year  for 
doing  nothing?  I  Zm^A^.l  Hon.  Oen- 
tlemen  laugh.  1  find  I  am  in  a  hot-bed 
of  economy  here.  Does  the  House  know 
what  Mr.  FoUett  did,  and  what  the 
Offioe  has  been  doing?  The  Office 
has  been  in  existence  25  years,  and 
during  that  period  has  registered  over 
3,000  titles.  [LaufhUr.]  I  am  afraid, 
from  the  laughter  of  hon.  Oentlemen, 
that  they  do  not  know  what  this  implies. 
U  mv  hon.  Friends  aronnd  me  were  hon. 
and  [samed  also,  they  would  know  that 


it  imi^Ues  a  great  deal  of  labonr,  and  the 
exercise  of  a  great  deal  of  conyeyanoing 
skill,   and    that    the   man  who    earns 
£1,500  a-year  in  this  way  would  be  able 
to  earn  a  gpreat  deal  more  at  the  Bar  if 
engaged  in  a  simUar  vocation.    But  this 
is  not  all.    These  3,000  titles  are  irre- 
spective of  a  very  large  number  of  titlee 
— possibly  many  more  than  that— -which 
have  been  looked  into,  and  which  have 
not  been  passed  on  account  of  irregulari- 
ties of  title.    AU  this  work  has  to  be 
most  oaref  uUy  performed.   I  have  tested 
the  matter  in  another  way,  which  wiU, 
perhaps,  come  home  more  to  the  minds 
of  my  hon.  and  economical  Friends. 
The  value    of    the  estates   of    which 
the  titles  have  been  registered  is  be- 
tween £6,000,000  and  £7,000,000.    And 
that  is  not  aU.     In  addition  to  that 
there  have  been  between    £7,000,000 
and  £8,000,000  of  mortgage  debentures 
dealt  with  in  that  Office.    All  this  has 
involved  an   immense  deal  of  inquiry 
into  titles,  and  an  immense  deal  of  work. 
When  the  hon.  Gentleman  speaks  of  the 
staff  of  the  Office^I  think  he  spoke  of 
the  various  supernumerary  officials  in 
the  Begistration  Office — I  would  inform 
him  that  these  officials  are  two  clerks 
and  a  law  stationer;   so  that,  in  faot, 
the  whole  of  the  real  business  of  this 
Office  devolves  upon  the  Begistrar  and 
Assistant  Begistrar.    The  Attistant  Be- 
gistrar took  his  offioe  24  years  ago,  and 
the  salaiT  'he  was  paid  then  and  has 
been  paia  since  has  been  £1,500  a-year. 
He  was  when  appointed — and  here  I 
mention  a  matter  which  must  be  within 
the  knowledge  of  many  hon.  and  learned 
Members  here,  as  it  certainly  is  within 
my  own — a  gentleman  of  liuge  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  conveyancing* 
He  has  been  the  working  spirit  of  the 
Office,  has  drafted  aU  the  rules ;  and,  in 
fact,  the  Office  has  mainly  rested  on  his 
shoulders— of  course,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mr.  FoUett.    I  say  that  a  gen- 
tleman  who  has  sacrificed  his  career  to 
enter  into  an  Office  of  that  kind  should 
be  dealt  with  fairly ;  good  faith  ahonld 
be  kept  with  him ;  and  if  he  should  be 
asked  to  cany  on  more  onerous  dutiea — 
for  the  ultimate  responsibiUty  rested  on 
Mr.  Follett— I  maintain  it  is  neither 
just  nor  fair  that  he  should  be  asked  to 
carry  them  on  for  an  indefinite  time  at 
a  remuneration  that  was  fixed  when  he 
was  in  the  position  of  a  subordinate.    I 
am  not  gomg  to  sugxest,  though  the 
idea  may  have  oroisea  hon.  Mamben* 
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m{ad«,  that  the  labourer  it  worthy  of  hit 
kirt ;  but  I  moat  ta j  that  if  yoo  agree 
to  paj  one  salary  for  one  olaiit  of  work, 
aoa  70a  pat  on  the  shoulden  of  the 
nan  who  recetvee  it  another  and  more 
onerous  claM  of  work,  the  fact  thoold 
be  taken  into  eonttdfiration  in  relation 
to  ealary.  My  hon.  Friend,  I  am  sore, 
does  not  want  to  do  an  injustice.  As  I 
am  anxious  to  ipve  him  an  opportunity 
of  aToiding  that,  and  to  enable  him  to 
farther  consider  the  matter  I  will  moTe 
the  adjnummont  of  the  debate. 

Ma.  B.AOUALLAT :  I  beg  to  second 
the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*«  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned.** 
"Tr.  /sr#.) 


Ma.  AMBROSE :  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  the  proposal  of  the 
non.  and  lc*amed  Member  for  Islington 
(  Mr.  Inc<*  ,  because  I  cH)ncur  in  the  riow 
he  has  expresM*d  of  this  matter.  I  do 
aot  agree  with  the  sincere  and  earnest 
dssire  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Hampstead  .Sir  Henry 
Holland)  to  cut  down  expenses  wherever 
it  can  be  dono 

Ma.  HPKAKER:  I  would  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  Question 
before  the  Uoune  is  the  adjournment  of 
tho  debate,  and  that  he  cannot  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  Main  Ques* 
tion. 

Tax  ATTORNEY  (lEXERAL  (Mr. 
CnjkMLMA  Kr^xXLL  :  On  the  Quvfition  of 
the  adioummont  I  wish  to  say  that  my 
haa*  >  rteod  the  S<«cretarT  to  the  Trea* 
•ary  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fow)t»r)'has  put  before 
tha  House  the  reasons  why  this  matter 
is  urgent.  It  com«*«  before  the  House 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  late  Lord 
ChaaceUor,  baekod  up  by  tho  further 
recommendation  of  the  prMont  I^ord 
Cliaac^llar ;  and  whilo  I  do  not  want  to 
d^bato  th«»  Main  Uu<  Mion  I  may  bo  for- 
given for  pfMtititiif  out  that  my  hon.  and 
learned  Fn«nd  thi<  M<*ni(»er  for  Inlington 
(Mr.  Ince  has  not  ditcunntHl  this  matter 
on  its  meritji.  He  hs«  n<o^od  the  ad- 
journment, but  hsfi  iiuirK«'<«t€Kl  no  reaium 
why  the  mertta  of  tho  n\*  n«uro  hare  not 
beso  alr>i»sdy  sufiiciotitly  diM:uts4Kl.  H«* 
has  declared  hi*i  objection  to  the  Bill 
with  perfect  candour— -namely,  against 
making  the  gentleman  who  has  hitherto 
baeo  the  Aseialant  Regietrar  responmble 
for  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the  Office 
withool  wm  adaquata  iacisass  of  rsoiu- 


neration.  I  submit  that  the  question  is 
one  the  House  is  fully  capable  of  deal* 
ing  with  at  once.  It  has  all  the  facta 
Wfore  it  to  enable  it  to  deal  with  the 
subject,  and  I  do  not  think  the  debate 
should  be  ailjourood. 

Ma.  T.  H.  BOLTON:  I  hope  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Islington 
I  Mr.  Incoj  is  aotuat«>d  by  a  desire  to 
promote  economy  in  this  matter.  He 
proposos  that  the  Assistant  Registrar, 
whose  duties  are  of  such  a  slight  cha- 
racter  

Ma.  SPEAKER  :  I  am  sorry  to  inter- 
rupt the  hon.  Member ;  but  I  would  re- 
mind him  that  the  debate  must  now  bo 
confined  to  the  Question  of  adjourn- 
mont. 

Tiix  UNDER  SECRETARY  or  STATE 
Foa  Tnx  COLONIES  (Mr.  Osaoava 
MoaoAX) :  This  is  really  a  Tory  urgent 
matter,  because  unloM  some  Bill  of  this 
kind  is  posW  it  is  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther there  is  anyone  to  pass  these  titles, 
which  may  consequently  become  in- 
Talid. 

Question  put,  and  N#ysfir«^. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Ma.  AMBROSE:  I  do  not  know  that 
I  should  have  risen  to  support  this  Bill 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  the  Secretury  to  the 
Treasury  that  it  was  intende<i  to  transfer 
the  duties  of  the  Registrar  t')  the  Assist- 
ant R<*gistrar.  witliout  making  any  sort 
of  addition  to  his  salary.  I  dt»  not  mean 
to  contend  that  it  is  necessary  to  pro* 
oeed  to  appoint  a  Registrar  at  the  salary 
paid  to  the  late  Registrar.  That  is  not  the 
riew  that  I  am  prepared  to  submit  to  the 
House  at  all.  I  confess  to  some  disap- 
pointment at  seeing  the  way  the  Oo- 
remment  are  dealing  with  that  to  ahich 
the  country  hss  so  long  looked  forward 
for  ches|>ening  the  transfer  of  land — 
namoly,  a  I^nd  Regidtry.  It  dws  not 
«eem  to  me  that  the  sri^tem  bt^t  calcu- 
)ate<l  to  improve  the  Land  Registration 
is  surh  econoniixation  as  that  now  pro- 
posed— namely,  a  reduction  of  the  staff 
to  the  lowest  poi^sible  minimum.  It 
^«M•nlS  to  me  there  is  great  risk  in  re- 
jxixing  so  much  respon«il>il  ty  upon  the 
Assistant  Registrar,  espccislly  in  view  of 
the  proposed  reform  in  connection  with 
the  Land  Transfer,  if  you  look  to  the 
system  of  Registration  as  a  means  of 
perfseting  and  eheapeaiAf  the  traaafar 
of  land.    Thai  baiog  ao^  I  do  BOt  think 
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we  ahould  run  any  riflks  of  seriouB  mis- 
takes being  made  by  the  Land  Begiatiy 
whiob  woiUd  tend  to  draw  discredit  on 
the  Begistry  system.  I  must  say  I  think 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  and  the 
right   hoo.  Baronet   the  Member  for 
Hampstead  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  have 
underrated  the  work  that  will  have  to  be 
done  by  the  Assistant  Hegistrar  if  this 
Bill  passes.    It  has  been  said  that  the 
work  of  the  Begistrar  is  not  merely 
Ministerial,  but  hardly  more  than — I  do 
not  recollect  the  exact  words  used — the 
work  of  a  clerk,  mere  work  of  detail. 
That  is  an  entire  misapprehension.     The 
work  that  has  had  to  be  done  by  the 
Begistrar,  in  many  instances,  has  been 
judicial  work  requiring  legal  training 
and  knowledge,  and  entailing  very  great 
responsibility.  It  involves  judicial  work 
as  to  the  effect  of  titles  and  putting  them 
on  the  Begister,  and  it  is  very  onerous 
work,  although  it  does  not  bring  much 
public  fame.    There  is  not  that  honour 
about  it  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  men 
when  they  have  to  appear  in  public. 
Everything  is  done  in  the  Office.    A 
great  deal  of  painstaking  is  involved, 
and  a  large  amount  of  scientific  know- 
ledge is  necessary  to  enable  the  Begis- 
trar to  discharge  his  duties  satiBlactonly . 
With  regard  to  the  Assistant  Begistrar, 
he  has  been  holding  office  for  the  last 
24  years.    I  am  told,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  it  to  be  the  fact,  that 
when  he  accepted  the  office  he  gave  up 
very  lucrative  work.    I  ask,  is  it  right, 
for  the  sake  of  cutting  down  the  Eisti- 
mates,  to  do  this  injustice  ?    Is  it  fair  to 
put  on  the  shoulders  of  a  man  who  has 
Deen  a  subordinate   these  responsible 
duties  without  increasing  his  remunera- 
tion ?  It  has  been  said,  and  I  know  there 
is  a  curious  notion  prevailing,  that  there 
is  nothing  to  do  in  connection  with  the 
Begistry.    It  is  true  that,  comparatively 
speaking,   there   have  been  very  few 
titles  registered ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  titles  registered  have  been 
accumulating  for  U4  years,  and  that  there 
are  now  3,000  on  the  Begister.    I  would 
ask  any  Gentleman  with  any  knowledge 
at  all  on  the  subject  whether  it  is  not  a 
fact  that  when  a  title  is  once  on  the 
Begister  subsequent  transactions  under 
that  title  have  to  come  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Besistry  Office  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  gentleman  who  fills  the  post 
of  Begistrar?     There  are  3,000  titles 
registered,  and  all  transaotions  in  regard 

Mr.  AwHrom 


to  these^transfers,  mortgagee,  and  other 
dealings — have  to  come  under  the  Begis- 
try Office.  There  are  a  large  number  of 
mortgages  which  involve  a  great  deal  of 
work.  I  should  not  have  risen  to  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  if  it  had 
not  been  stated  that  all  this  work  is  to 
be  put  on  the  Assistant  Begistrar  with* 
out  increasing  his  salary.  If  the  Bill  is 
read  a  second  time,  I  shall  certainly  feel 
it  necessary  in  Committee  to  move  a 
dause  by  which  it  will  become  the  duty 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  the  Treasury, 
when  they  assign  these  additional  dnties 
to  the  Assistant  Begistrar,  also  to  assign 
add itional  remuneration . 

Tde  ATTORNEY  GENEBAL  (Mr. 
Charles  Bussell)  :  I  should  like  to  say 
a  word  or  two  on  the  Main  Question. 
The  first  Act  which  bears  on  this  sub- 
ject of  the  registration  of  titles  was  an 
Act  passed  in  1862,  and  was  followed  by 
the  Act  in  question,  which  was  passed 
in  1875,  at  the  instance  of  the  then  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  late  Eari  Cairns.  I  speak 
in  the  hearing  of  a  great  many  hon.  and 
learned  Friends,  and  I  speak  the  opinion 
of  the  Profession,  when   I    say    that 
from  beginning;  to  end  these  two  Acts 
were  signal  failures — that  they  have  cofrt 
this  country  a  great  deal  more  money 
than   they  are   worth,    and  that  they 
have  done  little  better  than  to  establish 
one  or  two  not  unimportant  sinecures. 
My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  East  Islington  (Mr.  Ince)  used  an  ex- 
pression which  was  a  strong  one  to  ose, 
and  which  I  think  he  entirely  failed  to 
justify.     He  accused  the  Government  of 
a  breach  of  faith,  stating  that  when  the 
late  Government  were  in  Office  it  had 
been  their  intention  to  bring  in  a  general 
Bill  to  deal  with  the  whole  question  of 
Land  Transfer;  and,  as  I  understood 
him,  to  provide  for  the  Deputy  Beps- 
trar.    That  was  intended  to  be  a  Bill 
much  wider  than  this;  in  fact,  there  is 
little  connection  between  the  two  mat- 
ters ;  and  I  know  of  no  pled|;e  or  promise 
as  to  the  Deputy  Begistrar  m  relation  to 
it.    My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  says — 
'*  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Follett 
would  have  taken  £2, 500  a-year  for  doing 
nothing?"  In  answer  to  that,  lean  only 
say  that  if  the  duty  of  receiving  £9,600 
a-year  for  doing  little  or  nothing  is  oast 
upon  a  man,  most  men  will  find  it  a 
very  difficult  thing  to  ref  nee  the  burden. 
There  is  very  little  real  work  to  do  in 
the  Office;  and  the  advantage  the 
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munity  has  gained  br  it  has  beon  Terj 
•liKht  Th«  eaae  of  the  Deputy  Bafcie- 
txwt  is  this— that  ho  has  been  for  many 
y^art  actinic  in  hie  pronent  capacity  at  a 
ealary  of  £  l.oOO ;  and  it  in  iiugg«>fit4«d.  or 
impli«*4l,  tlint  he  had  a  ri^^ht  to  look  for- 
vara  to  eoine  adTaQccmont  WelK  I 
entindy  dony  the  soggeiition  that  hit 
atoeptance  of  tho  Doputr  Uef^etrarfthip 
implied  that  the  Office  of  Registrar  was 
to  be  kopt  up  for  his  benefit  in  case  of  a 
TaeancT  where  the  needs  of  the  public 
sefTieo  did  not  require  it.  I  deny  that 
any  public  serrant  who  accepts  a  posi- 
tion accepts  it  under  any  such  implied 
promise.  I  should  bo  inclined  to  say 
that  the  question  now  under  discitssion 
is  not  germane  to  tho  Bill.  Tho  course 
suggested  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Qou* 
tleman  opposite  (Ur.  Ambroso^  as  to 
inserting  a  clause  in  the  interest  of  the 
IVputy  Registrar  may  or  not  be  re« 
|pilar;  but  it  certainly  would  be  most 
irroiTular  to  attompt  to  stop  the  second 
reading  by  argumontii  which  in  no  sense 
go  to  the  merits  of  tho  Bill. 

Ma.  T.  H.  BOLTON :  I  do  not  wish 
to  stand  long  between  the  House  and 
a  diri«ion«  if  there  is  to  l»e  one ;  b<«rau»<* 
I  am  per^-*  tly  sure  there  will  bo  but 
one  r«  ^ult  of  the  division.  But  I  rentun« 
to  say,  as  a  man  having  some  liitlo 
knovl'^lge  of  this  Land  \i*  gii*try  Office, 
that  if  there  is  one  complete  failure  in 
connection  with  legal  reform  it  is  in 
connection  with  this  Otfico.  84'Vi»rnl 
|»sr««ms  weru  appointed  to  i»<)!iitions  in 
which  they  had  very  g«K>d  salaries,  and 
very  little  to  do.  Now,  ua  opfmrtunity  is 
afTurded  iu  of  making  alterations  by 
which  we  may  redute  a  thonMtghly  une- 
]«*«<»taff.  To  talk  about  a.Ot  0  ca»es'being 
dealt  with  in  *!'* yearn re<|uinng  this  stalT 
is  absurd — al>«>ut  120  cah«»4  ayear,  and 
two  and  a- half  a* week.  I  undertake  to 
say  that  any  efficient  and  re«|M*ctsl>le  firm 
of  soliritors  would  tran^nft  the  wholn  of 
thi«  bu^ineM  for  £  1  .ooo  Q.yi  ar,  and  con* 
eider  thsmselrea  exree^lingly  w<*U  paid. 
And  yet  wo  find  the  I>v{>aty  Registrar 
•'I irg^ting,  through  an  hon.  MemlxTof 
this  Huuae,  that  he  should  hare  addi- 
tional remuneration.  The  whole  thing 
is  absurd.  I  ho|>e  the  House  will,  by  a 
wnanimoos  vote,  ahow  they  quite  appro- 
eialo  tha  eonmon  sense  of  the  Govern* 
mMit  in  supporting  this  Bill. 

Tra  UNDKH  8K0KKTART  or 
STATE  foa  ran  a)LONIKd  (Mr.  Os- 
MonoAv) :   Year  after  year  wo 


have  been  told  that  this  Office  is  a  noa- 
cure,  and  now  it  is  said  it  is  not.  What 
are  the  facts  ?  Will  tho  House  allow  me 
to  quote  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Arnold  laitt  year,  who  did  not  over»tati« 
the  case  ?    That  hon.  Oentleman  said — 

**  Within  th«»  jwuit  two  hnlf -ynirv  th<»  nambor 
of  nrw  fstntr*  rririitori-*!  in  thi«  Oflir^i  had 
btTfi  aix— two  in  one*  half  and  four  in  tho  other ; 
•o  that  thit^fsct  came  out-  that  tho  taxpayen 
of  thta  country  hod  to  pav  £1,IHH>  for  each  now 
cetat4)  rrfnat<*rod  in  thi«  <  >ffic«.  Hon.  M«*mhcrs 
would  u-*'  at  onro  what  a  nraodalout,  extrara* 
gant,  and  wasteful  cxpenditora  of  money  there 
wae  in  thie  Department.*'— < 3  BmnMtrd,  [S99] 
744.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  €fr$$d  U, 

Bill  read  a  seoond  timOi  and  som- 
miU$i  for  Ts-siofTOir. 


MOTIONS. 


ENDOWED  8CU00LS  ACTS. 

M4ITI09   rOR  A   SELICT  COXXHTEt. 

Thk  VIPE  president  of  the 
COrNOIL  Sir  Lyo.v  Pl.\yfaie)  :  Mr. 
S|K*aker,  I  beg  to  moro  that  a  Select 
Committoe  be  appointed—* 

*•  To  in<pnro  into  tht«  n}>«  ration  of  '  Tho  En- 
dowtd  Sl.tH.;«  A't.  1^'"'»/  and  tho  amrndini^ 
Art*,  and  to  r».n»il»T  nnd  rpj>orl  how  far  it  mtiy 
b«t  rxp<*«li««nt  to  amrnd  tho  powrrii  exert  taea 
under  Ihcm  by  the  (*hArity  ( ommiMionm.*' 

I  only  wish  to  n^mark  that  a  Committeo 
Kat  ln«t  j<*ar  Ufxin  Charitable  Trusts, 
and  strongly  re^nimmended  that  a  Select 
Committee  on  '*The  Endowed  Schools 
Acts  *'  tx*  moved  ft>r  tbifi  year.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Pre^itlent  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  ;Mr.  MundcUa  ,  on  the  part  of 
tho  Goremment,  and  my  right  hon. 
Friend  opposite  (Sir  Ilenry  Holland \ 
who  precedtnl  me  in  my  Office,  00  behalf 
of  the  late  Govern mont,  recommended 
the  app<nntment  of  the  Committoe.  I, 
therefore,  move  that  a  Select  Committee 
be  api>ointed. 

Motion  •$rud  tc, 

Srlrrt  t%fminittr<i  «r;  ''•"frrf,  •*  to  inquire  into 
tK«*  oprratloo  of  *  Thn  Kndowed  S<hui>U  A(t« 
!"«'•'.'  and  the  am*  ndinir  A<  ta,  and  to  nmudrr 
and  n  {-  rt  how  far  it  »«>  b4«  rxp«  dicnt  tA>  atnf  nd 
th4«  pi>wf  re  eierriecd  ondrr  tht  ra  by  the  Cbenty 
CominiMioners.'**(^'ir  Ly^n  /^Uy/sir.) 

mn^ais  rcamakTiox  nnx. 

On  UotioB  of  Mr.  HaetioK*.  Bill  for  the 
PttffifleaUoa  of  Rircre,  errfnW  to  be  brou^t  la 
by  Mr.  UeeltBfs,  6cr  £d«ai4  Birkbsck,  Losd 
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Charlet   Beresford,    Sir  W.    Gayer   Hanier, 
G«Derml  Sir  William  Croflsman,  and  Colonel 
Sandja. 
Baii?r#MfiM,  and  read  the  firrt  time.  [Bill  101.] 


unrES  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  BIr.  Conyboare,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  Mining  Leaaes  and  Royal- 
ties, the  payment  of  Miners'  wages,  and  the 
Inspection  of  Mines  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Conybeare,  Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Blake, 
Mr.  Allison,  Mr.  Abraham  (Rhondda  Valley), 
Mr.  Mason,  and  Mr.  Saunders. 
BillprM#fil#tf,and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  102.] 

HTDB  FABX    GOBTTEB    (nBW   8TRSET8} 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  BIr.  Lereson  Gower,  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Now  Streets 
at  Hyde  Park  Comer,  order»d  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Leveson  Gower,  Mr.  Fowler,  and  Mr. 
Broadhurst. 
Bill  jM^#MM«#i,and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  103.] 

LEASEHOLDS  (FACILITIES  OF  FUBCHASE  OF 
FEB  simple)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Lawson,  Bill  to  enable  the 
Leaseholders  of  Houses  and  Cottages  to  pur- 
chase the  fee  simple  of  their  propcorty,  ordtrtd 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Burt, 
Hr.  PuIeston«  Colonel  Hnghes»  Mr.  Holden,  and 
Hr.  Arthur  Cohen. 

'BTXipr$9tnUd,  and  zead  the  first  time.  [Bill  104.] 

BXXOTAL    TEBMB     (bTTBOHS)     (sCOTLAKD) 

ACT  (1881)    AlCEHDMElfT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  3Ir.  Edmund  Robertson,  Bill 
to  amend  '*  The  Removal  Terms  (Burghs)  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1881,'*  wrdtrtd  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay, 
and  Mr.  Eugene  Wason. 

Billjv#t#n<#tf,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  105.] 

OOBRVFT  F&ACTIOES    (mnnOIFAL   SLEO- 
TIOKS   (SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Bill 
lor  the  prevention  of  corrupt  and  illegal  prac- 
ticea  at  Mucicipal  Elections  in  Scotland, 
9rd€rtd  to  be  brouffht  in  by  Mr.  Edmund 
Robertson  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Hunter. 

Bill^#<#fi/^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  106.] 

JQTCHRH  AKD    BEFBESBMENT    BOOMS 
(HOtJSB    OF  commons). 

Committee  appointed,  **  to  control  the  arrange- 
menta  of  the  Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Rooms, 
in  the  department  of  (he  Sojeant  at  Arms 
attending  this  House:— Mr.  Aoo-GAnDKia, 
Mr.  William  Coaarr,  Sir  William  HAar 
Dtks,  Mr.  Flows  a.  Mr.  O  am  fell,  Mr. 
HaaasaT,  Viscount  LrwisHAM,  Mr.  I«ong,  Mr. 
MASJOMiaAhKs,  Mr.  RirHAan  Powaa,  Baron  de 
RorascMiLD,  Mr.  SnaiL,  and  Mr.  Jomx  Wilson 
(I>ariuun).**-.(jfr.  ArmU  M^Htp,) 


OLEBE    LOANS   (IBSLAND)    ACTS   00NTINU<- 

ANCB  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  John  Morley,  Bill  to  con- 
tinue the  Glebe  Loans  (Ireland)  Acts*  ordtrtd 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  John  Morley  and  Mr. 
Hwiry  Fowler. 
BUlyn$tnUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  107.] 

OOAL  lOHES  EBOULATION  ACT  (1872) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Bill  to 
amend  "  The  Coal  Minea  Regulation  Act,  1872," 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Arthur  0*Cofi* 
nor  and  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 
Billj>r#jffi(Mr,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  108.] 

REAL  ASSETS  ADMINISTRATION  BILL. 

On  MoUon  of  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Bill  to 
facilitate  the  administration  of  Deceased  Per- 
sons* Estates,  ordertd  to  be  brought  in  hy 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Bfr.  M'Laren,  and  Mr. 
Molloy. 
BUlprtsMUd,  and  rsad  the  first  time.  [Bill  109.] 

House  adjourned  at  half  alter 

One  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    L0BD8» 
TiMdayy  23rd  Fihuary,   1886. 


NEW  PEER. 

Sir  Edmund  Beckett,  Baronet,  haTing 
been-  created  Baron  Orimthorpe  of 
Orimthorpe  in  the  East  Riding  of  the 
county  ot  York — Was  (in  the  usual 
manner)  introduced. 

SoTeral  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 
NAVY-COAST  DEFENCES. 

QUSSnOir.      OBSSaTATIOHS. 

YiscoTTifT  SIDMOUTH,  in  rising  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
Whether  he  will  lar  on  the  Table  the 
reports  of  Admiral  Hamilton  on  OoasI 
Defences  and  on  the  Royal  Navsl  Volun- 
teer Artillery  Corps ;  also  reports  from 
any  other  officer  commiMioned  to  inquire 
into  either  or  both  of  the  above  matters? 
said,  the  question  was  a  Terr  imfjortant 
one,  and  he  was  anxious  about  it,  and 
thought  it  moat  desirable  to  know  what 
the  action  of  the  Admiralty  was  likely 
to  be  in  thia  matter.  Their  Lordships 
were  no  doubt  aware  that,  before  the 
dote  of  last  Session,  the  Admiralty  had 
taken  steps  to  inquire  into  this  aatlar ; 
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and  the  lato  Admimstfation  had  ap« 
poinUd  Admiral  HamilCon  to  ioqoiro 
into  th«  C<Mut  Defonoet  of  the  country, 
and  to  apociallj  report  upon  the  con- 
d.tion  of,  and  the  probable  M*rTicot 
likely  to  be  renderoa  by,  the  Naval 
Volunteer  Corpe.  Admiral  Hamilton, 
however,  ehoriiy  after  had  gone  to  China 
to  aatnme  the  command  of  the  Fleet 
there ;  but  he  (Viaoount  Sidmouth,  be- 
lieved that  his  Bofxtrt  was  in  the  hands 
nf  the  Qoremment.  He  would,  there- 
fore,  ask  the  noble  Marquens  to  fci^o  the 
House  some  information  with  r(«spect  to 
It,  as  soon  as  he  had  made  himself 
master  of  its  contents.  He  would  remind 
th«  House  that  the  lato  (toremment, 
before  leaTing  Office,  announced  their 
intention  of  granting  what  was  greatly 
required — namely,  a  eapitation  grant  to 
the  members  of  the  corps  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  grant  was  ^ven  to  mili- 
tary Volunteers.  He  desired  to  know 
whether  the  Government  were  prepared 
to  oonttnue  and  to  extend  that  practice  ? 
He  should  like  to  point  out  to  their 
I>ordshipe  that  the  preeeot  condition  of 
the  Naval  Volunteer  Corps  was  not  such, 
either  in  numbers  or  in  position,  as  would 
be  naturally  expected  from  a  great  naval 
nation  like  Britain.  He  understood  that 
the  laU  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ^the 
Karl  of  Northbrook)  had  had  his  atten- 
tion called  to  the  subject,  and  he  be> 
Heved  that  the  noble  Earl  was  favour- 
able to  the  cApttation  grant  which  had 
been  subsequently  given.  Frt)m  that 
grant,  however,  there  had  been  deducted 
a  sum  of  money  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional corps  at  Greenock,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Clyde.  He  could  not  understand 
how  it  was  that  out  of  a  naval  and  fish- 
ing population  around  our  coasts  num- 
bering, he  thought,  150.000  men,  a 
T<daateer  Force  of  ONily  2.000  men  hsd 
been  enrolled  for  the  defence  of  the 
coasts,  while  in  the  military  Volunteer 
syeteoi  there  was  a  force  of  'iOO,000  men 
in  a  very  high  state  of  efficiency.  He 
believed,  if  the  truth  were  known,  this 
was  caused  by  the  Admiralty.  Some 
year*  sgt>  8ir  Thomas  Brassey  said  that 
at  least  10,000  to  15.000  men  ought  to 
be  and  would  be  readily  enrolled  among 
the  Naval  Volunteers.  He  was  very 
eothneiaetin  en  the  subject  at  that  time ; 
but  eomehow  or  other  after  tbe  riffht 
hoa.  Gentleman  had  got  into  the  Ad- 
miralty hie  ardour  eooled,  eventually 
dying  away  altogether.    He  wished  to 


impress  upon  their  Lordships  that  the 
gentlemen  who  were  employed  in  tbis 
service  at  this  moment  spared  neither 
time  nor  money  to  make  themselves 
efficient  to  discharge  those  duties  which 
were  imposed  upon  them  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament. Those  dutiee  were  not  light, 
involving  as  they  did  training,  gun, 
rifle,  and  cutlass  drill,  rowing  in  boats, 
splicing,  ftc,  and  mnny  gentlemen  hsd 
done  a  great  deal  more  than  was  required 
of  them.  lie  did  not  know  why  the 
Admiralty  should  wish  to  tbrow  cold 
water  on  this  naval  corps ;  but  he  under- 
stood that  there  was  a  feeling  that  there 
would  be  some  jealousy  on  the  part  of 
the  military  force.  He  did  not  for  him- 
8i*If,  however,  believe  that  such  a  feeling 
existed.  At  the  time  the  movement  was 
originated,  that  feeling  might  have 
existed ;  but  now,  if  military  men  were 
asked  what  they  thought  of  the  drill 
and  the  practice  of  the  Naval  Volunteer 
Corpe,  he  thought  they  would  find  that 
their  opinion  was  that  those  men  and 
regiments  were  ready,  should  the  occa- 
sion arise,  to  undertake  a  leading  part 
in  the  defence  of  the  country.  It  was, 
in  his  opinion,  deeirable  to  foster  the 
naval  spirit,  and  to  place  the  defence 
of  our  ooastsin  the  bands  of  those  who 
were  on  the  spot  All  that  the  Admi- 
ralty appearea  to  have  done  before  the 
establishment  of  the  capiution  ^nt 
was  to  eupply  a  few  boats,  to  ^ve  a 

Son  or  two,  and  to  give  permission  to 
rill,  at  the  same  time  allowing  a  ship 
or  so  to  be  used  when  a  suitable  vessel 
happened  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  tne  seaport  town  where  the  force 
exiated ;  but  the  restrictions  which  they 
plaoed  upon  thoee  who  enrolled  them- 
selves and  the  requirements  which  th^ 
exacted  were  ver^  severe  indeed.  lie 
impreesed  on  their  Lordships  how  im- 
porUnt  it  was  for  our  naval  interests 
that  those  forces  should  be  encouraged, 
and  tkat  our  coasts  should  be  defended 
by  trained  men.  He  hoped  the  noble 
Marquess  would  be  kind  enough  to  lay 
the  Keporte  he  had  referred  to  on  the 
Table  as  soon  as  he  possibly  could. 

M»ff4,  •«  Thai  tbirt  be  laid  btfbre  this  Hoess 
RefMMU  of  Adatfftl  lUmiltoa  or  of  say  other 
oOtoar  cwmiMinntil  to  inqoirt  toio  Cosst  De- 
f«nc««  sad  the  BoyU  Karal  VoloatMr  Artillsry 

TsB  FIB8T  LORD  or  m  ADUI* 
RALTT  (The  Marquees  of  Btrov),  im 
ieply»  aeid,  he  would  not  follow  Ike 
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noble  Yisconnt  into  the  details  which  he 
had  brought  under  the  notice  of  their 
Lordships.  The  noble  Viscount  was,  of 
course,  aware  that  he  (the  Marquess  of 
Bipon)  had  been  but  a  very  short  time 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty.  He  en- 
tirely admitted  the  importance  of  the 
subject  to  which  attention  had  been 
called ;  but  just  on  account  of  its  im- 
portance and  of  certain  complications  con- 
nected  with  it,  it  required  much  attention 
and  careful  examination  from  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  before  they  came  to  any  final 
decision  with  respect  to  it.  He  was  cer- 
tain that  their  Lordships  would  not 
expect  him  to  offer  any  opinion  on  the 
question  before  he  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  it  with  his  Uol- 
leagues  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  His 
noble  Friend  the  late  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (the  Earl  of  Northbrook)  en- 
trusted Admiral  Hamilton  with  the  duty 
of  making  a  careful  inquiry  into  the 
matters  to  which  the  Question  of  the 
noble  Yiscount  related .  Admiral  Hamil- 
ton set  to  work  to  examine  carefully 
into  the  subject,  and  he  Tisited  yarious 
I>orts  with  the  object  of  reporting  upon 
their  defences.  Not  long  after  he  had 
begun  his  inquiry  Admiral  Hamilton 
was  appointed  to  a  command  in  the 
Ohina  Seas,  and  had  to  leare  this  coun- 
try. Before  he  did  so,  howereri  he 
sent  into  the  Admiralty  an  interim  Re- 
port, not  by  any  means  dealing  ex- 
haustively with  the  subject,  but  stating 
the  results  of  his  inquiry  and  the  views 
which  he  had  been  led  to  form  so  far  as  he 
had  had  time  and  opportunity.  The  late 
Board  of  Admiralty  appointed  as  his 
successor  Sir  Robert  Molyneux,  and  he 
had  been  engaged  in  completing  the  in- 
vestigation. Admiral  Hamilton's  Re- 
port was  sent  in  to  the  Admiralty  in  the 
course  of  last  autumn ;  but  it  was  not 
complete,  and  the  late  Board  thought  it 
better  to  wait  for  the  farther  Report  of 
Sir  Robert  Molyneux.  He  believed  that 
Report  was  readv ;  but  it  had  not  been 
printed,  and  had  not  yet  been  before 
the  Board ;  and  in  those  circumstances 
he  would  ask  the  noble  Yiscount  not  at 
present  to  press  for  these  Reports.  It 
would  bo  for  the  public  interest  that  the 
matter  should  not  oome  before  the  public 
in  an  incomplete  form.  The  late  Board 
of  Admiral^  took  certain  steps  in  re- 
mrd  to  the  matter  before  they  left 
OffloOi  and  the  present  Board  had  no  in- 
tsAtion  to  intesfere  with  them;  bni  they 

XkeMnrpim  pfEipm 


were  only  of  a  partial  nature,  becaiue 
Lord  Oeorffo  Hamilton  thought  the 
Board  should  have  the  whole  question 
before  them  before  coming  to  any  final 
decision.  He  agreed  in  that  opinion, 
and  he  should  reserve  his  own  juagment 
until  the  Reports  were  complete  and  had 
been  considered,  and  then  he  would  lay 
them  on  the  Table. 

Yiscount  SIDMOUTH  asked,  whe- 
ther the  Gbvemment  intended  to  oon* 
tinue  the  capitation  grant  ? 

The  Mabqitess  of  RIPON  assented. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  mtk^ 
drawn. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  POLICE  FORCE— 
DEPARTMENTAL  COMMTTrEE 
OF   1S70. 
QXTSSnOKS.     oBSBBT^noirs. 

Yiscouin*  ENFIELD,  in  rising  to  ask. 
Whether  in  the  year  1 879  a  departmental 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De* 
partment  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the 
constitution  and  condition  of  the  Metro* 
politan  Police  Force ;  and,  if  such  a  re- 
port were  made,  whether  there  will  be 
any  objection  to  present  the  same  to 
Parliament  ?  said,  that  he  believed  the 
inquiry  to  which  he  referred  was  con* 
ducted  by  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
and  Mr.  Maule,  an  eminent  Queen*s 
counsel,  and  that  their  Report  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Home  Office.  Whether 
they  alluded  to  the  efficiency  or  non- 
efficiency  of  the  force  he  did  not  know ; 
but,  considering  the  events  of  the  past 
fortnight,  and  &e  excitement  existing  In 
the  public  mind  on  the  subject,  it  would 
be  satisfactory  and  acceptable  to  Parlia- 
ment and  the  public  generally,  when 
they  had  reason  to  believe  that  there 
was  an  exhaustive  and  very  able  Report 
of  an  inquiry  by  two  gentlemen  folly 
acquainted  with  the  subject  in  the 
archives  of  the  Home  Office,  that  it 
should  be  presented  to  Parliament,  and 
ho  hoped  that  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  lay  it  on  the  Table. 

YiscorsT  MIDLETON  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  whether  any  and  what 
communication  had  passed  between  the 
chief  officers  of  police  and  the  Home 
Office  in  former  years,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  danger  of  permitting  sneh  de- 
monstrations as  tooK  place  on  Monday^ 
the  8th  of  February,  and  on  Snnday 
last,  and  of  the  diffieoltj  of  eontroUisK 
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llMm  P  It  would  b#  a  great  Mttisftietion 
if  his  noUo  Friond  who  reprato&ted  the 
Hone  Office  foimd  himeelf  in  a  position 
to  laj  nay  suoh  Paper  anon  the  Table 
without  ininry  to  the  Publio  Serrice. 

LenD  AB£ItDAR£  said,  it  was  qaite 
tnie  that  a  Departmental  Inquiry  was 
nade  in  1879,  and  he  remembered  also 
that  another  Departmental  Inquiry  was 
nade  in  1868  hr  his  Predecessor  (Vis* 
count  Cranbrook }  into  the  constitution  of 
the  police.  Two  of  the  Members  of  that 
C^ammittee  were  Sir  Henry  Thring  and 
Sir  James  Fergusson.  They  made  an  im- 
portant Bcport,  and  he  (Lord  Aberdare), 
Lairing  succeeded  to  the  Office  of  Homo 
Secretary,  had  great  pleasure  in  adopting 
seme  of  their  recommendations.  Ono  of 
the  principal  recommendations  was  that 
London  should  be  di? ided  into  four  dis- 
tnetSt  with  a  Superintendent  for  each, 
ona  of  whom  was  Cotonel  Pearson. 
Shortly  after  that  Beport  Sir  Richard 
Mayaa  resigned  the  office  of  Chief  Com- 
misstnatr,  and  it  became  his  (Lord  Aber- 
dare's)  duty  to  select  a  successor,  and  he 
eeleeted  Sir  Edmund  Henderson.  That 
being  tho  ease,  their  Lordships  might 
like  to  hear  a  few  words  from  nim  with 
r««spect  to  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Ed- 
mund Henderson  had  performed  his 
duties.  Tha  career  of  Colonel  Hender* 
son  had  already  been  a  distinguished 
one,  and  the  circumstanoes  which  led  to 
his  introduction  into  the  Public  Serrico 
were  rather  remarkable.  He  had  been 
ecaploTed  as  a  young  officer  of  Engi- 
neers in  settling  the  boundaries  between 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick.  IIst* 
iag  performed  that  duty  withconssderablo 
pvreoaal  risk  and  soTere  suffering,  he  was 
snbae^uentl^  emploired  by  the  Gorem- 
ment  in  laying  out  the  line  botween  St. 
John's  and  Csnada.  Tho  impression 
produesd  by  his  capaeitr  shown  in  these 
tasks  upon  Earl  Grvy,  the  then  Colonial 
llinisler,  was  snch  that  he  appointed 
him  to  superintend  tho  last  of  our  penal 
Culonies  in  Western  Australia ;  and  he 
was  there  for  13  years,  when  he  re- 
turned home.  In  1868  a  Koyal  Com- 
I,  consisting  of  some  of  the  ablest 


men  in  tha  country,  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  seeomhry  punishment.  It 
wna  presided  orer  by  Earl  Orey. 
While  tha  CommlMioii  was  sitting.  Sir 
Joshua  Jebb,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
tha  Oottviet  Departmant^  died  suddenly ; 
and  then  a  step  waa  taken  which  was, 
perhaps^  unique  in  our  admiaistratiTe 


history.  The  Members  of  the  Royal 
Commission  sent  to  Sir  George  Groy, 
who  was  then  Home  Secretary,  a  tort  of 
round-robin,  in  which  they  mentionod  to 
him  the  Tery  great  impression  which  Sir 
Edmund  Honderson  had  produced  upon 
them  by  the  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
and  by  the  ability,  sagacity,  and  energy 
he  had  shown,  and  by  the  success  he  had 
achieved  in  the  difficult  department  he 
had  so  long  managed,  and  they  recom* 
mended  tho  serious  consideration  of  his 
claim  to  be  appointed  successor  to  Sir 
Joshua  Jebb.  The  recommendation  was 
recognised,  and  for  six  yesrs  afterwards 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson  was  at  the  head 
of  the  Convict  Department.  In  1869  he 
;Lord  Abordare)  had  to  choose  a  sue* 
cossor  to  Sir  Bichard  Hayne,  and  he 
eeleeted  Sir  Edmund  Henderson,  who 
for  17  years  since  had  been  at  the  head 
of  the  police.  During  that  time  he  (Lord 
Aberdare)  was  in  Office  for  npwsids  of 
four  years  as  Homo  Secretary,  and  in  that 
time  Teiy  important  changes  wore  made, 
which  he  should  have  no  difficulty  in 
showing  conduced  to  a  speedy  diminu- 
tion  of  crime  in  London.  These  changes 
were  made  quietly  and  without  any 
flourish  of  trumpets  by  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson,  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
Home  Office.  He  would  mention  one  of 
the  changes  for  the  improvement  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  police.  At  the  time  he 
had  named  the  number  of  the  detective 
police  employed  in  the  UetropoUs  was 
17 ;  but  Colonel  Henderson  recom* 
mended  a  change,  which  had  led  tovciy 
important  results  and  to  great  advan- 
tage to  tho  public.  To  each  of  the  do« 
psrtmental  divinions  of  the  police  a  force 
of  detectives,  to  about  the  number  of 
20,  was  added.  They  were  selected 
from  the  main  body  of  the  police,  and  if 
they  proved  efficient  they  were  retained, 
but  if  inefficient  they  were  returned  to 
the  ordinary  police,  and  so  a  eurply  of 
efficient  men  was  maintained.  Now,  he 
(Ix>rd  Aberdare^  had  heard  with  deep 
regret  of  the  resignation  of  Sir  Ed- 
mund Henderson  ;  and  while  the  Press, 
on  the  whole,  had  been  very  fair  as 
to  the  conduct  of  that  g<»ntleman,  he 
obeerved  it  had  been  said  that  the 
polioe  had  fallen  off  very  muoh  since 
the  days  of  Sir  Richard  Mayne  in 
1868,  and  that  the  force  was  not  now,  as 
than,  an  objsct  of  nride  and  congratu- 
lation, lilliathsr  that  was  so  or  not  ha 
tfeufhl  would  ba  dacidad  by  avury  Um 
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figures,  wbioli   he  wotdd  gire.     The 
population  of  the  Metropolitan  district 
in  the  year  Colonel  Henderson  entered 
upon   his   office    was    over   3,663,000. 
In  1884  the  population  was  5,147,000, 
idiowing  an  increase  of  1,584,000,  which 
hjT  itself  exceeded  the  population  of  any 
three  other  cities  of  the  Empire.    What 
had  heen  the  state  of  serious  crime  in 
those  years?    In  1869  the  number  of 
felonies  committed  and  reported  in  the 
Metropolitan  police  district  was  21,529. 
After  the  lapse  of  15  years,  and  not- 
withstanding the  increase  of  the  ]>opula- 
tion  by  1,500,000,  the  number  of  serious 
crimes  committed  in  London  was  fewer 
by  218,  the  number  being  21,311.    To 
attribute  that  result  wholly  to  the  in- 
creased vigilance  of  the  police  would  be 
ridiculous,  for  they  knew  that  a  good 
many  causes  had  contributed  to  bring  it 
about.    He  would  put  the  question  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  police  to  another 
test— namely,  the  number  of  apprehen- 
sions of  criminals.    The  number  of  ap* 
prehensions  in  1869  with  reference  to 
these  21,500  felonies  was  10,088.    In 
1884  the  number  of  apprehensions  on 
the  smaller   number   of  felonies   was 
12,995,   being   an  increase   of    2,997. 
The  proportion  of  felonies  to  the  popu- 
lation  in    1869   was  6042.     In   1884 
it  was  4*140,  or  a  decrease  of  about 
80  per  cent.     Not  only  was  this  the 
ease,  but  Sir  Edmund  Henderson  had 
had  the  management  of  a  larger  popu- 
lation and  a  larger  force.    The  annual 
addition  from  one  rear  to  another  to  the 
population  of  this  larger  Metropolis  was 
about  70,000.    The  streets  added  every 
year  were  50  miles  in  length,  and  the 
Police  Force  bad  increased  from  about 
9,000  to  very  nearly  1 8, 000.    Judged  by 
any  test  they  pleased^  the  position  of 
the  force  at  this  moment  was  better 
and  sounder  than  it  had  been  at  any 
previous  time.      Whether  with  regard 
to  the  number  or  the  quality  of  those 
who  o£Fered  themselves  for  employment, 
the  number  of  punishments  for  misoon- 
duct,  or  the  number  of  those  who  re- 
tired from  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  in 
every  one  of  these  respects  there  had 
been  a  very  considerable  improvement 
in  the  $Utu$  and  condition  of  the  police. 
In  1884  the  number  of  voluntary  resign 
nations  was  only  167,  being  the  smallest 
number  ever  nown.    During  the  last 
17  years,  moreover,  there  had  been  oir- 
oiUBstanoes  of  great  anziefy.    In  1870 
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there  was  a  great  increase  of  wages  all 
over  the  country,  and  thepolioenaturally 
looked  for  a  share  of  the  increase.  But 
there  was  some  delay  in  the  matter; 
for  a  Public  Department  oould  not  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  its  empleyie  on  the 
occasion  of  every  increase  of  wages  in 
the  country,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
it  was  impossible  to  decrease  them  when 
wages  fell.  The  consequence  of  the 
delay  was  misconduct,  recklessly  sup- 
ported by  persons  of  some  position 
uncoiftaected  with  the  force.  Ilie  mu- 
tiny was,  however,  suppressed,  and  a 
fresh  arrangement  of  salaries  was  made. 
A  careful  inquiry  was  made  at  the  time, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  action  then 
taken  there  had  been  no  dissatisfaction 
since.  There  had  also  been  in  these  17 
years  many  great  public  manifestations 
under  circumstances  of  considerable 
anxiety ;  and,  with  the  one  recent  excep- 
tion, none  of  those  great  displays  of 
material  forces,  whibh  were  intended,  in 
many  oases,  to  alarm  the  population, 
and  especially  what  they  termed  the 
aristocratic  population,  had  led  to  any 
serious  disturbance.  In  all  this  time 
there  had  been  no  disturbance  of  the 
peace,  except  in  cases  so  insignificant  as 
not  to  be  worthy  of  notice.  He  could 
fully  enter  into  the  feelings  of  those 
who  objected  to  have  the  order  of  the 
streets  disturbed  by  snch  immense 
crowds;  but  it  was  to  be  remembered 
that  up  to  the  other  day  no  evil  conse- 
quence had  happened.  He  was  not 
going  to  ask  why,  after  so  signal  a  suc- 
cess of  1 7  years,  there  had  been  so  signal 
a  failure  in  dealing  with  the  late  riotous 
outbreak.  He  quite  admitted  that  if  it 
could  be  shown  that  the  personal  safety  of 
individuals  or  of  property  had  been  en- 
dangered by  any  want  of  vigtlanoe  on 
the  part  of  the  police  some  signal  ex- 
ample ought  to  be  made ;  but  what  he 
did  ask  their  Lordships,  and  through 
them  the  public,  was  to  remember  that 
this  officer,  who  was  now  retiring  in  cir- 
cumstances most  painful  to  himself, 
had,  since  the  year  1850,  filled  public 
employments  with  remarkable  success ; 
that  under  his  administration  the  con- 
duct of  the  police  had  been  such  as 
to  assist  other  causes  in  producing  an 
extraordinary  reduction  of  crime;  and 
thati  at  the  same  time,  increased  vigi- 
lance and  efficiency  had  been  shown  by 
a  larger  number  of  apprshensious  and 
of  punishmentSy  whien  were  ameans  of 
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prerenting  crime.  He  awaited  with 
confidence  the  result  of  the  inqniiy, 
which  was  heiog  conducted  by  men  of 
high  integrity  and  intelligence.  What- 
ever that  result  might  be,  they  must 
accept  it  as  the  final  statement  as 
to  this  most  lamentable  affair.  What- 
ever it  might  he,  whether  it  reflected 
severely  or  not  upon  the  individual 
action  of  Sir  Edmund  Henderson  on 
that  occasion,  he  did  not  think  it  ought 
to  make  them  insensible  to  a  career  of 
long  public  utility,  which,  up  to  this 
time,  had  secured  the  respect  of  his 
fellow-citizens  and  of  the  various  emi- 
ment  men  who  had  presided  over  the 
Department. 

toBD  THUELOW,  replying  for  the 
Home  Department,  said :  My  Lords,  I 
have  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  Question  of 
the  noble  Viscount  (Yiscoimt  Enfield), 
that  he  is  per^tly  accurate  in  saying 
that  in   the  year  1879  a  Departmental 
Committee  was  appointed  by  the  then 
Home  Secretary  (Sir  E.  Assheton  Gross) 
to  inquire  into  and  report  as    to  the 
situation  and  condition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Force.     That  Committee 
was,  however,  a  purely  Departmental 
Committee ;  and  its  Eeport,  as  is  usual 
in  such  cases,  partakes  very  largely  of 
the  nature  of  a  confidentisd  document. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I   am  in- 
structed to  say  that  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  the  Home  OfQ.ce  to  lay  the 
whole  of  that  Beport  upon  the  Table  of 
your  Lordships'  House.    I  am  further 
instructed  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Home  Secretary,  pending  the  exten- 
sive inquiry  about  to  be  made  in  the 
matter,  the  exact  scope  of  which  he  will 
explain  very  shortly  to  Parliament,  it 
would  not  be  expedient  or  in  the  interests 
of  the,Public  Service  to  lay  this  Eeport, 
at  the  present  moment  at  all  events,  on 
your  Lordships'  Table.     With  regard  to 
the  remarks  made  by  the  noble  Ix)rd 
who  has  just  sat  down,  and  who  was 
himself  Home  Secretary  for  some  time, 
I  trust  he  will  not  consider  me  wanting 
in  respect  if  I  am  not  able  to  follow,  at 
the  present  moment,  the  current  of  his 
observations.    But  I  will  confine  myself 
to  assuring  him  that  I  feel  perfectly  con- 
fident that  his  observations  will  receive 
the  very  careful  consideration  of   the 
Home  Secretary. 

Hoiue  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past 

Five  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 

half  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    OOMMONS, 

IStesdat/,  2Srd  Fehruary^  1886. 


MINUTES.]  —  Selbct  Comiiittib  —  Public 

Accounts,  nominaUd^ 
Public  Bills — OrtUrtd — Mines  Rating.* 
Steond  Reading — Rejtrred  to  Select  Committ$€ — 

Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment 

[60]. 

QUESTIONS. 


SPEECHES  AT  POLITICAL  MEETINGS 
—SPEECH  OP  MR.  CHAMBERLAIN  AT 
BIRMINGHAM—"  RANSOM." 

ViscoTTNT  GEIMSTON  gave  Notice 
that  he  would,  on  Thursday,  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Whether  the  following  words 
from  the  speech  delivered  by  him  at 
Birmingham  on  January  5,  1885,  and 
published  in  the  authorized  edition  of 
his  speeches,  were  correctly  reported  :— 

"  But  then,  I  ask,  what  ransom  will  property 
pay  for  the  security  it  enjoys,  what  substitute 
will  it  find  for  the  natural  rights  which  have 
ceased  to  be  recognized?  Society  is  banded 
together  in  order  to  i)rotect  itself  against  the 
instincts  of  those  of  its  members  who  would 
make  very  short  work  of  private  ownership  if 
left  alone;  *' 

and  whether,  having  regard  to  the  ut- 
terances of  the  Social  Democratic  leaders 
on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  riots,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  still  adhered  to 
that  opinion  ? 

The  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  Joseph 
Chamberlaik)  :  In  order  to  save  the 
time  of  the  House,  I  beg  to  say  that 
the  extracts  now  read  are  perfectly  cor- 
rect, and  that  I  adhere  to  them. 

SPEECHES   AT  POLITICAL  MEETINGS 
—MR.  THOMAS  HUGHES. 

Mb.  JOHNS  asked  Mr.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  report  of  a  speech,  made 
by  His  Honour  Judge  Thomas  Hughes 
at  a  political  meeting  held  at  Chester  on 
the  29th  ultimo,  in  which,  as  reported 
by  The  Leedt  Mercury  of  the  dOth  Janu- 
ary last  and  other  newspapers,  the 
foUowiog  language  was  used,  he  spoke 
as  follows : — 

"That  our  Country  was  in  danger,  and  it 
was  time  for  them  to  stand  side  by  side.   They 
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otme  then  liboralB,  and  lie  wia  a  libenl  of 
thirty  yean  ftaxidiDr,  and  he  waa  joat  aa 
atauneh  now.  They  came  there  to  make  the 
oonfeiaionthatthey  had  not  kept  their  puhlic 


infamy 
whether,  considering  that  hii  honour 
Judge  Thomas  Hughes  is  a  Judge  of 
County  Courts,  the  Goyemment  hare 
taken  his  speech  into  consideration ; 
and,  whether  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  has  been  drawn  to  it  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Ohablss  Rubsbll):  Sir,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Hughes,  in 
which  he  states  that  the  meeting  in 
question  was  not  a  political  meeting 
in  the  ordinary  sense  of  those  words — 
that  is,  it  was  not  a  political  meeting  of 
one  Party  in  politics,  but  that  there 
were  a  number  of  gentlemen  present 
belonging  to  the  two  great  political 
Parties.  I  hare  brought  the  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  also  the  statement  of  the  County 
Court  Judge,  and  he  does  not  feel  called 
upon  to  take  any  further  notice  of  the 
matter* 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked,  was  not 
the  meeting  of  the  so-called  Irish  Loyal 
and  Patriotic  League  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resisting  such  changes  in  the 
relations  between  England  and  Lreland 
as  had  been  over  and  over  ag^ain  fore- 
shadowed by  the  Prime  Minister  ? 

Mb.  CHARLES  RUSSELL:  I  am 
not  able  to  answer  that  Question,  as 
I  hare  no  information ;  but  I  believe  it 
is  a  fact  that  the  meeting  was  presided 
over  by  a  noble  Duke,  wno  is,  or  was,  a 
Member  of  the  Liberal  Party. 

comhissioni:rs  of  irish  lights— 
lighl^hguse  keepebs. 

Mb.  DONALD  SULLIVAN  asked 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Whether,  in  July  last,  the  lighthouse 
keepers  on  the  Irish  Coast  sent  in  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  a  peti- 
tion praying  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
scale  as  regards  pay  as  the  keepers  on 
the  Scotch  and  i^giish  Coasts;  whether 
a  reply  has  since  been  returned  to  the 
petition ;  if  not,  on  what  ground ;  and, 
when  the  Commissionera  will  be  able 
to  make  up  their  minds  on  the  question, 
and  announce  the  result? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Muicdklla)  : 
The  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  last 
month  forwarded  to  the  Booxd  of  Trade, 

Mr.JOm 


for  staiuiOTy  sanotioni  a  proposal  for 
certain  increased  allowanoes  being  paid 
to  the  light  keepers  in  their  service. 
That  proposal  is  under  the  ocmsideration 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Com* 
missioners  have  been  asked  for  further 
details  and  information,  which  have  not 
yet  come  to  hand. 

AUSTRAUA  AND  NEW  ZEALAND— 
THE  PARCEL  POST. 

Mb.  SPENSLEY  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  it 
is  contemplated,  at  an  early  date,  to  ex- 
tend the  facilities  of  the  Parcels  Post 
to  Australia  and  New  Zealand  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb),  in  reply, 
said,  the  matter  was  under  considera* 
tion,  the  Postmaster  General  having 
already  been  in  communication  with  the 
authorities  in  Australia  and  New  Zea- 
land. It  was  hoped  an  answer  would 
shortly  be  received,  as  definite  proposals 
had  been  made  to  the  Colonial  Qovem- 
ments. 

ROTAL   IRISH    CONSTABULARY— THE 
FORCE  AT  MULLIKOAR. 

Mb.  TUITE  asked  the  Chief  Seere* 
tary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  there  is  at  present  in  the  town 
of  Mullingar  a  force  of  about  forty 
constabulflffy  occupying  two  separate 
barracks,  and  if  this  force,  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  population  of  the  town. 
4787,  together  with  the  peaoefulneas  of 
the  locality,  is  far  in  excess  of  what  ia 
necessary  for  the  maintenanee  of  carder ; 
whether,  in  consideration  of  the  ab- 
sence of  serious  crime  generally  through- 
out  the  entire  county  of  Westmeath, 
the  extra  constabulary  force  will  now  be 
withdrawn  from  the  county,  and  the 
second  barracks  at  Mullingar,  which 
was  eetablished  within  the  past  five 
years,  abolished;  and,  whether  it  is 
true  that  the  said  force  at  Mullingar  is 
frequently  employed  by  the  county  in- 
spector and  other  constabulary  officers 
at  Mullingar  at  other  duties  than  those 
oonneoted  with  the  constabulary  ser- 
vice?    

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jon 
Moblbt)  :  The  police  force  at  Mullingar 
consists  of  29  men,  and  it  is  not  con- 
sidered too  large  for  the  requirements 
of  the  plaoe.  They  are  temporarily 
located  ia  two  buildings  for  saBitary 
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;  but  it  \m  in  oontMipIatbD  to 
build  ft  new  MrmAnent  bamck.  The 
•xtim  force  of  the  couotj  at  preeent 
nambon  36.  The  qoostioa  of  roducing 
it  it  pmodicall/oonudered.  and  60  men 
h  tTO  b«^n  struck  off  since  Angust,  1884. 
It  t*  not  eontidered  poetibie  to  make  a 
further  reduction  now.  I  am  aMured 
that  there  are  no  groundi  to  suppose 
that  the  men  in  Mullingar  are  impro- 
perly emplojed. 

numS  AXT>  OUTBAOE  IRELAND)— 
RIOT  AT  ARMAtm. 

Mn.  ALEXANDER  BLAINE  asked 
the  Chief  Serretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether,  at  the  foot 
of  Scotch  Street*  Armagh,  on  the  night 
of  2nd  Febmarr  1H86,  Mr.  Hamilton* 
ILU.,  pormitt4Kl  a  '* loyal  minority*' 
mob  to  oollect  with  threats  and  menaces 
vtthin  four  pares  of  the  Koyal  Irish 
( '  inslabnlary  under  his  command  with- 
out any  attempt  at  their  dispersal ;  and, 
whether,  in  eoneeqnonce  of  his  neglect 
of  daty,  the  formation  of  tbe  Consta- 
bulary was  broken  up  by  the  mob 
assaulting  them  with  Ttolence.  knocking 
tome  of  thea  down  and  kicking  their 
helmeta,  breaking  the  teeth  of  others, 
kc, ;  and«  if  so,  whether  the  Oovem- 
ment  will  oanse  the  remoTal  from  office 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  B.M.,  and  District 
Inspector  Bailey  ? 

Till  CHIEF  SECRETARY  ,Mr. 
JoHS  Momjcy;  :  It  appears  that  a  dis- 
tarbaaoe  took  nlm-t^  in  Armagh  on  the 
night  of  the  2na  instant,  consequent  on 
the  election  excitement ;  23  persons  haTe 
been  made  amenable,  and  will  appear 
brfors  a  Special  Court  of  IV*tty  Sessions 
to-morrow.  Elaborate  precautions  wert* 
taken  to  prSTent  a  conflict  betwe(*n  the 
opposing  parties,  and  this  was  happily 
eneeled.  Mr.  Hamilton,  R.M.,  was  not 
present  when  the  disturbance  aroee,  and 
the  District  Inspector  was  on  duty  in 
anotber  part  of  the  city,  but  arrir<*d  on 
the  scene  in  time  to  take  part  in  dis- 
persing the  crowd. 

CRIME  AXD  OrTRAOE  IRELAKDV- 
MAUCIOUS  BURSIKO  AT  KEW. 
CAfflXE  WESr,  CO.  UMERICK^ 
U>||p£K8ATI«>H. 

Mn.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (ZiW- 
rirl,  Wnt  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Kectetary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of 
Iiebnd,  VTbelher  a  qnastity  of  bay, 


the  propcftj  of  Nicholas  Daroy,  ol 
Churchtown,  Newcastle  West,  county 
Limerick,  was  burned  on  the  1st  of 
October  last,  and  if  it  is  true  that  tbe 
property  of  Darcy  was  under  police 
protection  at  the  time ;  whether  a  claim 
for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  pro* 

K»rty,  amounting  to  JCo-IO,  was  made  by 
arcy  to  the  pn^sentment  seesiona  held 
at  Newcastle  West  on  the  3 1st  of  De- 
cember last,  and  if  the  application  waa 
rejt«cted  in  consiHiuence  of  the  sworn 
testimony  of  a  man  employed  by  Darcy, 
named  John  Connors,  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  set  fire  to  the  bay,  at  the  instiga- 
tion  of  Rose  Darcy,  which  erideoce  waa 
corroborated  by  another  witness  named 
Jeremiah  McCarthy,  also  in  the  employ* 
ment  of  Darcy  at  the  time  of  the  burn- 
ing ;  whether  Connors  was  subsequently 
arrested  and  charged  with  arson  at  a 
special  court  held  in  Newcastle  West  on 
the  4th  of  January  last,  before  Colonel 
Persse,  R.M.,  when  McCarthy  swore  to 
having  itoen  Rose  Darcy  supply  Connors 
with  oil  and  matches,  and  that  he  then 
set  fire  to  the  hay;  whether  Colonel 
Pense  adjooraed  the  court  to  tbe  1 1th  of 
January,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
Rose  Darcy  as  a  witness,  notwithstand* 
ing  a  strong  protest  made  by  ConnorsP 
solicitor  that  I{i>se  Darcy  was  equally 
amenable,  and  if  it  is  true  that,  on  the 
assembling  of  the  said  court  on  the  1 1  tb 
of  January,  the  prisoner  Connors  waa 
not  produo4Hl  for  trial,  though  Colonel 
Perase  and  Rose  Daroy  were  in  attend- 
ance ;  if  it  is  also  true  that«  later  on  the 
same  day.  Colonel  Persse  attended  at 
the  county  gaol.  Limerick,  and  addressed 
the  prisoner  Connors  in  the  following 
termSi  rii. : — 


4« 


Bj  tome  seridMit  yna  wsre  not  f orthcMniiig 
at  XowcAAtU  WmI  U>-<Uy,  where  I  went  to  dis* 
p  «••  of  yoar  osM.  On  yoar  ovn  sdmianon  yon 
bsr«  <y>mraitt4Hl  a  TMr  frmvs  tttwat^  bot  jo«r 
admiiBion  b  cootrsdiciorr^  sad  Toa  hsv*  alatsd 
on^  thinic  at  ono  time  snd  soothsr  at  saotJior. 
Your  •Tid#nce  i«  tHrrrfi>re  mora  or  leM  worth* 
1ms.  l*h<«  <iihor  who  fftatm  to  hariof  ti^o  yon 
oommtt  that  crtms  I  aIm  look  spon  at  aoothtr 
wofthl««i  witassft.  I  look  apoo  yen  both  as 
tools  in  s  eoofptrscf  formed  sfstoft  Dsrey  :  a 
oooipiiacj  iUai  to  d«*tro)r  hii  ptoparty,  liUvw 
wanu  to  dapriTo  him  of  companiati  >ii,  and, 
thirdly,  to  damut*  hta  character.  I  dtaoharg« 
T<m  DOW  for  thtt  offpooo  of  artoo.  baoaoaa.  aa  I 
•ud  befora,  thiva  M  not  Mflicimt  aridaiiea, 
jKanattd  Mh  arthy*a  briaa  worthleaa;  and  I 
.loly  hopa  thst  th#  auth^riUea  will  aw  thrir  way 
U»  i-f  i*r<ata  v«>a  for  perjury,  of  waich  doublloaa 
'  x^yl  hare  baao  JcaiHy.  snd  I  rmly  hopa  you  wiU 
ba  bct>afht  to  jsaUoa  fur  U ,  *' 
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and,  wbeiher  he  will  state  tbe  reason 
why  Oonnors  was  not  produced  for  trial, 
and  if  the  course  pursued  in  the  whole 
of  this  matter  by  Uolonel  Perese,  B.M., 
meets  with  the  approval  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  if  steps  will  now  be  taken  to 
bring  the  persons  implicated  in  the  crime 
of  arson  to  trial,  or  otherwise  to  proceed 
against  Connors  and  McCarthy  for  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury,  of  which  crime  they 
have  been  already  pronounced  guilty  by 
Colonel  Persse,  B.M.  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johw 
Morlbt)  :  I  am  informed  that  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Daroy  for  compensation  for  the 
burning  of  his  hay  is  about  being 
brought  before  the  Grand  Jury  at  the 
Limerick  Assizes;  and,  pending  the  in- 
vestigation that  may  then  take  place,  I 
think  it  would  be  more  convenient  that 
I  should  abstain  from  entering  into  the 
matters  involved  in  this  Question. 

SOUTH  AFRICA-SALE  OF  SPIBITS  IN 
BEGHUANALAKD. 

Sir  ROBERT  FOWLER  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, Whether  it  is  true  thai  canteens 
for  the  sale  .of  spirits  have  been  opened 
in  Bechuanaland  with  the  sanction  of 
the  authorities  ? 

Thb  under  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  (Mr.  OsBORMB  Moboak)  :  The 
sale  of  spirits  in  Bechuanaland  is  regu- 
lated by  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
Government  of  that  countryi  issued  last 
year,  which  permit  licensed  dealers  to 
sell  liquors  to  Whites  at  fixed  places, 
but  prohibit  under  heavy  penalties  the 
sale  of  wines  and  spirituous  liquors  to 
Natives.  They,  howeyer,  permit  the 
sale  of  Caffire  beer,  beer,  or  ginger- 
beer,  or  like  liquor  to  Natives.  A 
clergyman,  the  Rev.  John  Brown,  has 
lately  objected  to  the  sale  of  ginger- 
beer,  as  well  as  other  beer;  but  Sir 
Hercules  Robinson  has  replied  that  be 
allowed  such  sale  under  the  advice  of 
persons  who  had  had  practicalexperience 
of  the  working  of  prohibitory  legislation, 
and  as  a  mode  of  averting  greater  evils. 
He  adds,  however,  that  the  practical 
working  of  the  regulation  in  question 
will  be  carefully  watched  by  Mr.  Ship- 
pard,  the  Administrator  of  the  country, 
as  well  as  by  the  officers  under  him ; 
and  should  further  experience  proye 
that  modifications  are  required  they  will 
be  adopted. 


ABMT  (DISCHARGED  AND  INVALIDED 
MEN)~CASE  OF  MICHAEL  HERON, 
l8T  ROTAL  IRISH. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
Michael  Heron,  late  of  1st  Battalion, 
Royal  Irish  Regiment,  who  was  inya- 
lided  and  sent  home  from  Afghanistan 
in  1880  in  consequence  of  an  injury  re- 
ceived during  active  military  service 
there,  has  been  discharged  as  unfit  for  fur- 
ther service ;  whether  all  permanent  pen- 
sion has  been  refused  to  nim ;  and,  whe* 
ther  his  case  will  now  be  reconsidered  ? 

Tins  SEORETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Oampbbll-Bannebmaii)  :  The  man  re- 
ferred to  was  discharged  with  a  tempo- 
rary pension,  and  on  its  expiry  a  perma* 
nent  pension  was  refused  him.  The  grant 
of  pensions  is  made  by  the  Oommis- 
sioners  of  Ohelsea  Hospital,  who  ao* 
independently  of  the  Secretary  of  Statet 
and  in  my  experience  conanct  their 
business  with  great  care  and  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  soldier.  I  propose, 
however,  to  refer  the  case  to  them  for 
reconsideration* 

INLAND  REVENUE— CASES  OF  8MUO- 
GLINQ  IN  SCOTCH  DEER  FORESTS 

SINCE  1879. 

Mb.  MAODONALD  CAMERON 
asked  Mr.  Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Whether  he  will  furnish  a  Return  oz  the 
number  of  smuggling  detections  made 
in  deer  forests  since  1879 ;  whether  Ex- 
cise officers  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty  have  a  right  of  entry,  of  search, 
and  of  way  over  deer  forests;  and,  if 
not,  have  they  hitherto  been  exceeding 
their  duty ;  and,  have  there  been  cases 
of  tenants  of  grouse  moors,  sheep  far- 
mers, and  crofters  deforcing  Excise  offi- 
cers with  impunity  ?  

The  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  William  Haroocbt),  in 
reply,  said,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
give  an  answer  quite  accurate  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question;  but  he  be- 
lieved the  number  to  be  about  14  or  15. 
Customs  officers  had  the  right  of  search 
in  deer  forests  when  they  were  armed 
with  civil  warrants,  but  not  otherwise, 
for  the  detection  of  smuggling.  There 
had  been  no  case  of  tenants  of  grouse 
moors,  sheep  farmers,  and  crofters  de- 
forcing Excise  officers  with  impunity. 

Mb.  MACDONALD  CAMERON 
asked  whether  the  Excise  officers,  when 
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tk«j  made  the  15  detacdooB  to  wUoh 
the  right  hoo.  Q«iitleman  alladed,  had 
aoch  varranta^ 

8ni  WILLIAM  HABCOIJRT :  I  pre- 
avma  to,  otherwise  their  action  would 
hare  bees  illegal. 

CUARITY    (X)MM1881t)NER8-.  SCHEME 
FOR  CIIR18r6  HOSPITAL. 

Mb.  8P£N8LET  aaked  the  Yico 
Preaideot  of  the  Privj  Ooanoil,  When 
the  rertaed  eoheme  of  the  Charity  Com- 
miniooan  for  the  administration  of 
Clirist'a  Hoapital  is  likely  to  be  laid 
QDoa  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Tax  TICK  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Ltov 
PLATFAim; :  The  scheme  for  Christ's 
Hospital  has  not  yet  been  submitted  to 
the  Edneation  Department.  It  is  still 
under  the  eonaideration  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners. 

MOROCCO >-8TATE  OF  THE  PRISONS. 

Ma.  W.  J.  CORBET  aaked  the  Under 
Sr^retary  of  State  for  Foreiij^n  Atfairs,  If 
h«*  has  se««n  tho  statements  in  7*a#  Giobf  of 
th«  25th,  2Cth,  and  27th  January,  rela* 
tiro  to  the  shocking  state  of  tho  prisons 
in  Morocco,  and  the  cruelties  inflicted 
on  the  prisoners ;  and,  whether  he  will 
iD<|uare  into  the  allegations,  and,  if  they 
turnout  to  be  well  founded,  whether  he 
will  eause  repn^sentations  to  be  made 
with  a  Tiew  to  mitigating  the  sufferings 
of  the  unfortunate  prisonem  ? 

Till  r.NDKR  SETUKTARY  or 
STATE  ;Mr.  Rutcb}:  Tho  statements 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  MomWr  havo 
been  alrsady  forward t«d  to  Her  Majf»sty*s 
Minister  in  Morocco  for  inquiry  and 
it*pori.  Her  Majesty's  Government  havo 
not  receired  any  very  recent  Reports  ro- 
specting  the  state  of  the  priiions  in 
Morocco;  but  in  March  of  last  year 
H«T  Maj<fety*a  Minister  at  Tangier  ad* 
dreased  a  strong  representation  to  tho 
Moorish  Uoremment  on  the  subject,  and 
at  hia  suggestion  the  RepreiMmtatires  of 
France^  Germany,  and  Italy  took  a 
aimilar  step.  The  Sultan,  in  eonse- 
qu««oc<*  of  tooee  n*prefl<»Dtation4,  ifsued 
an  Edict  direct inj^  reform.  It  it  the  in* 
t«*ntiim  of  Hor  M4J<»i»ty's  Gorornment  to 
cx>otinue  to  press  the  matter  on  the  at- 
tention of  tho  Moorish  GoTcmment. 

IRKtJiND-mSTRrJiS  IX  WI^KLOW. 

Ma.  W.  J.  CoRIlKr  a»k<Hl  the  Cliief 
fWretary  to  tho  liord  Lioutonant  of 
Ireland,  AMi<*ther  ho  is  aware  that  the 
labouring  dssssa  in  the  town  of  Wick- 

TOIfc  OOCir     [nxmo  anus.] 


low  are  in  great  distress  for  want  of 
employment ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
in  1796  a  benevolent  lady,  Miss  Eaton, 
left  by  will  a  sum  of  money  for  estab- 
lishing a  woollen  factory  in  the  place, 
which  money  is  still  lot  kod  up  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery;  and,  whether  any 
steps  can  be  taken  to  apply  it  for  the 
relief  of  the  existing  distress  in  tho 
manner  intended  by  the  testatrix  f 

Tbe  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jonir 
Morley):  No  report  has  been  made  to 
Government  as  to  tho  exifttonce  of  dis* 
trcHs  among  the  labouring  classes  in  the 
town  of  Wicklow.  The  sum  of  money 
to  which  my  hon.  Friend  refers  was  left 
to  a  family  in  Cheshire  named  Gardiner, 
tho  testatrix  bequeathing  the  residue 
of  her  estate  for  tne  establishment  of  a 
woollen  factory  in  Wicklow.  The  par* 
ticular  sum  cannot  become  residue  until 
the  rights  of  the  claimants,  of  whom 
there  are  36,  hare  been  disposed  of; 
and  the  late  Attorney  General  gave 
diroi'tions  for  the  institution  of  a  Chan- 
cery suit  with  that  object.  I  believe 
there  is  also  a  further  logal  difficulty  as 
to  whether  the  gift  for  a  woollen  menu* 
fiictory  can  bo  re^carded  as  a  charitable 
gift  in  any  circumstances. 

EVICTIONS  (IBELAND)-CO.  MAYO. 

Me.  DE^VSY  a^ked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tarv  to  the  Ix)rd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland » 
If  he  will  state  the  number  of  eriction 
notices  in  the  Sheriff's  hands  in  the 
Western  I>t virion  of  the  county  of  Mayo? 

TitaCHlEF SECRETARY  Mr.JouH 
Mo&LSY, :  I  am  informed  that  the  num- 
bor  of  eviction  notices  in  the  hands  of 
the  Sheriff  for  West  Mayo  is  nine. 

DISTBF.<S  (I  REIJIND)-- WESTERN 

ISIJLNUS. 

Ma.  DEA8Y  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Ix>rd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  course  the  Government  intf»nd  to 
pursue  in  order  to  alleviate  the  distress 
and  save  the  people  from  starvation  in 
the  ihlands  off  the  coast  of  Mayo  ? 

Thb CHIEF  SE(  RCTARY  vMr.  Joiix 
Mt>RLKY; :  My  attontion  was  drawn  to 
tho  ststtf  of  aifttirs  in  some  of  the  islands 
off  the  West  (*oast  of  Irolaod,  imme* 
diat**Iy  on  mj  aMumption  of  OfB(^,  and 
I  have  since  given  the  subject  a  good 
doal  of  cTiusidoration.  It  is  unfortunately 
true  that  much  dintrvss  prevails,  and  the 
situation  needs  to  be  carvfuUy  watchisl ; 
but  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  thut 
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the  state  of  affairs  does  not  indicate  any 
present  necessity  for  the  Oovemment  to 
supplement  the  provisions  of  the  law  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor.  We  shall,  of 
course,  at  the  same  time  further,  by  every 
means  in  our  power,  any  voluntary  effort 
that  may  be  made  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  these  islanders. 

FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRE- 
LAND)—KNOOKLOW  HEAD,  GRANGE, 
CO.  8LIG0. 

Ma.  PETER  MCDONALD  asked  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  he  has  received  any  re- 
ports or  applications  in  reference  to  the 
necessity  of  the  erection  of  a  fishery  pier 
at  Knocklow  Head,  Grange,  county 
Sligo ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  cause 
inouiry  to  be  made  in  the  matter,  and 
order  a  report  thereon  ? 

The  CElIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johk 
Morlby)  :  The  hon.  Member  has  sent 
me  a  Memorial  on  this  subject,  which  I 
shall  refer  to  the  Fishery  Piers  and 
Harbours  Oommission.  I  think  it  right 
to  say,  however,  that  the  Commissioners 
were  recently  obliged  to  decline  to  enter- 
tain a  similar  application  from  the  same 
locality,  owing  to  want  of  funds. 

CX)MinTTEE  ON  INDIAN  ADMINISTRA- 
TION- GUARANTEED  CAPITAL  OF 
RAILWAYS. 

Mb.  LIONEL  COHEN  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  the  system  under  which  money 
is  raised  in  this  Country  under  the 
guarantee  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  in  Council,  for  the  service  of  Indian 
Railways,  will  be  one  of  the  questions 
submitted  to  the  proposed  Committee  on 
Indian  Administration  f 

Tbb  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  Uohtbbd  Kay-Shuttlb. 
wobth)  :  Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the 
terms  of  the  Reference  to  the  Com* 
mittee,  and  it  would  be  premature  to 
give  answers  upon  particular  points 
such  as  those  raised  in  the  Question; 
but  I  may  remind  the  hon.  Member  that 
there  was  a  full  and  elaborate  inquiry 
and  Report  of  a  Committee  of  this  House 
upon  Indiaa  Railways  in  the  Session 
before  last. 

ARUT  (ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT)— 
MANUFACTURE  OF  SWORDS. 

CoLONBL  SALI8-S0HWABE  asked 
the  Surveyor  General  of  the  Ordnance, 


Whether  it  is  the  case  that  only  one 
English  contractor  is  employed  by  the 
War  Office  for  the  manufacture  of 
swords;  what  sum  was  paid  to  him  for 
the  manufacture  of  the  1884  pattern 
swords  which  have  already  been  with- 
drawn as  unserviceable;  and,  whether 
this  contractor  was  himself  a  member  of 
the  War  Office  Committee  which  de* 
signed  this  sword  of  unserviceable  pat- 
tern ?  He  would  ask,  also,  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether,  as  the  Secretary  en  State  for 
War  has  made  considerable  purchases  of 
swords  in  Germany,  he  will  direct  the 
Commercial  Attach^  to  the  British  Em- 
bassies and  Legations  in  Europe  to  make 
a  full  report  on  the  manufacture  of  such 
purchases,  especially  with  regard  to 
quality,  cost  of  material,  and  cost  of 
labour  P 

Thb  surveyor  general  (Mr. 
Wooball)  :  It  is  the  case  that  only  one 
English  contractor  has  been  employed 
to  manufacture  swords ;  but  practically 
there  is  only  one  firm  in  England  which 
was  at  the  time  in  a  position  to  execute 
very  large  orders.  The  unserviceable 
pattern  referred  to  was  that  of  1883,  not 
1884;  and  the  sum  paid  to  the  con- 
tractor for  swords  of  that  pattern  was 
£2,682  1<.  The  sword  in  question  was 
not  designed  by  a  Committee.  It  was 
submitted  by  the  Military  Authorities, 
and,  before  being  adopted,  was  exten- 
sively tried  by  several  Cavalryregiments. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
will  allow  me  to  reply  to  the  next  Ques- 
tion which  stands  in  his  name.  The 
Eraotioe  of  the  War  Department  has 
een,  in  cases  where  orders  for  small 
arms  or  swords  have  been  entrusted  to 
manufacturers  at  home  or  abroad,  to 
have  the  works  inspected.by  the  Superin* 
tendent  of  our  Royal  Small  Arms  Fac- 
tory. In  the  instance  referred  to,  we  have 
been  satisfied  with  the  general  conditions 
under  which  the  contract  is  being  eze* 
cuted,  and  with  the  quality  produced. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  does  not 
appear  necessary  to  ask  the  assistance 
of  the  Foreign  Office  Attaches. 

IBELAND-DI8TRESS  IN  ACHILL 
ISLAND. 

Mb.  T.  M.  he  ALT  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether,  in 
view  of  the  famine  in  the  Island  of 
Achill,  the  Oovemment  propose  to  re- 
move the  technical  obstacle  to  the  loan 
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for  the  building  of  the  bridge  across  the 
8oand|  so  as  to  giro  work  to  the  islanders, 
in  case  the  Board  of  Works  still  think 
legislation  is  necessary  before  the  money 
granted  can  be  advanced  ? 

The  SEORETAEY  to  the  TEEA- 
8URY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb),  in  reply, 
said,  he  had  made  inquiries  as  to  this 
matter,  and  found  that  the  technical 
obstade  referred  to  had  been  removed. 
The  £1,500  was  not  lent  by  the  Board  of 
Works,  but  was  a  grant  made  by  the 
Piers  and  Harbours  Oommissioners. 
The  works  were  being  done  by  contract, 
and  the  Government  would  do  its  best 
to  push  them  on.  He  had  written  a 
letter  that  day  on  the  subject. 

POST   OFFICE   (IRELAND)— THE   POST 
OFFICE  AT  TRALEE. 

Mb.  EDWARD  HAEEINGTON 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  there  has  been  brought  under 
his  notice,  or  that  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  a  Copy  of  a  Memorial  addressed 
by  the  Tralee  Town  Commissioners  to 
the  late  Postmaster  General,  representing 
the  necessity  for  the  erection  of  a  suit- 
able post  office  for  Tralee,  which  is  the 
chief  town  and  the  assize  town  of  the 
county  of  Kerry ;  and,  whether  he  can 
promise  that  anything  will  be  done  in 
the  matter  ? 

The  SECEETAET  to  the  TEEA- 
8URY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler),  in  reply, 
said,  that  a  Memorial  was  received  in 
November  last.  No  time  would  be  lost 
ia  the  matter ;  but  it  was  not  yet  prac- 
ticable to  come  to  a  decision  as  to  the 
most  suitable  arrangement  to  provide 
ftooommodation  in  the  town  referred  to. 

EVICTIONS    (IRELAND)-CO.    TYRONE. 

Mb.  MATTHEW  KENNY  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  If  application  has 
been  made  to  the  Irish  Government  for 
a  force  of  constabulary  to  aid  in  the 
eviction  of  seventy  families  on  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  John  Stewart,  near  Carrick- 
more,  in  county  Tyrone  ;  if  be  is  aware 
that  the  landlord,  notwithstanding  the 
great  agricultural  depression,  has  re- 
fused any  abatement  of  rent  to  these 
tenants ;  and,  if  the  Government  will 
be  prepared  to  institute  inquiry  into  the 
justice  of  Sir  John  Stewart's  proceed- 
ings before  allowing  the  police  to  be 
uaed  in  carrying  them  into  execution  ? 


The  cheep  SECEETAET  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  :  Eviction  decrees  against 
26  —  not  70  —  families  on  this  estate 
have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Sheriff,  who  has  applied  for,  and 
has  been  granted,  police  protection 
when  serving  them.  I  understand 
the  landlord  has  declined  to  give  a 
reduction,  on  the  ground  that  the  ten- 
ants have  judicial  leases,  and  that  he  be- 
lieves them  to  be  able  to  pay.  The 
reduction  which  the  tenants  asked  was 
50  per  cent. 

ADMIRALTY— SALE  OF  SURPLUS  AND 
UNSERVICEABLE  STORES. 

SiB  EOPER  LETHBEIDGE  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whe* 
ther  among  the  surplus  and  unservice- 
able stores  to  be  sold  on  February  23rd 
at  the  Eoyal  Arsenal,  Woolwich,  there 
are  3,000  pairs  of  new  horseshoes  and 
1 7  tons  of  horseshoe  nails ;  why  these 
stores  have  been  condemned ;  and,  whe- 
ther they  are  wholly  of  British  manufac- 
ture, or  wholly  or  in  part  produced 
abroad  P 

The  SUEVEYOR  GENERAL  of 
OEDNANCE  (Mr.  Woodall)  (who  re- 
plied) said,  that  a  new  pattern  horse- 
shoe with  appropriate  nails  had  recently 
been  introduced  after  full  trial.  It  was 
of  greatly  improved  construction  for 
field  service,  for  which  alone  horseshoes 
were  issued;  but  it  rendered  obsolete 
the  shoes  and  nails  on  hand,  which  had, 
consequently,  to  be  sold.  Those  being 
sold  were  all  of  British  manufacture. 

COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  ADMINIS- 
TRATION—PAY OF  NATIVE  OFFI- 
CIALS. 

Sir  EOPEE  LETHBEIDGE  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
By  what  authority  and  at  what  date  the 
rule  was  introduced  into  India  thatNative 
ofQ.cials,  when  appointed  to  posts  usually 
held  by  Europeans,  should  draw  only 
two- thirds  of  the  usual  pay;  whether 
this  rule  has  not  operated,  in  the  case 
of  certain  Native  members  of  the  Bengal 
Subordinate  Educational  Service,  pro- 
moted for  exceptional  ability  and  merit 
to  the  Superior  Educational  Service,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  inflict  a  heavy  pecu- 
niary fine  on  them ;  and,  whether  this 
rule  will  be  submitted  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  intended  Committee  of  in- 
quiry into  Indian  administration  ? 
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Thb  UNDEE  SEOEETAEY  (Sip 
UoBTBSD  Kay-Sbtjttleworth)  :  The 
rale  was  first  adopted  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  Council  in  March,  1880,  and 
gazetted  in  India  in  June.  It  was  ex- 
tended to  the  graded  Educatiosal  Ser- 
vice in  May,  1882.  No  instance  has 
occurred,  so  far  as  we  know,  in  Bengal, 
but  one  has  occurred  in  Madras,  in 
which  salary  on  promotion  was  less  than 
that  previously  received.  The  Govern- 
ment of  India  was  requested,  some  time 
ago,  to  consider  how  such  occurrences 
might  be  prevented.  But  there  are 
many  benefits  besides  increased  salary 
attendant  on  securing  a  place  in  the 
graded  list ;  and  no  officer  need  accept 
promotion  unless  he  considers  it  to  be 
to  his  advantage. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE- IMPORTS  OF 
BUTTER  AND  BUTTERINE. 

Oaptaik  field  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  he  will 
consent  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  Return  showing  the  relative 
quantities  and  values  of  the  butter 
and  butterine,  or  other  substitutes  for 
butter,  imported  annually  into  this 
Country? 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
(Mr.  Mukdxlla),  in  reply,  said,  that 
the  imports  of  butter  and  butterine  were 
shown  separately,  both  as  regards  quan- 
tities and  values,  in  the  monthly  ac- 
counts relating  to  trade  and  navigation 
which  were  presented  to  Parliament  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  they  would  be 
so  shown  in  the  forthcoming  annual 
statement  of  trade  for  1885. 

EDUCATION  DEFARTMENT-ELEMEN- 
TARY  8CH00M— FREE  EDUCATION. 

Mb.  OOBB  asked  the  Tice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council,  Whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
vernment  to  introduce  in  the  present 
Session  any  measure  dealing  with  the 
question  of  free  education  in  elementary 
schools? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Ltok 
Playpaib),  in  reply,  said,  that.  Her 
Majesty's  Oovemment  having  issued  a 
Boyal  Commission  on  the  subject  of 
elomentaiy  education  in  general,  it  was 
not  the  intention  to  deal  with  the  sepa- 
rate and  important  question  of  free 
education  until  they  knew  the  result  of 
the  labours  of  that  Oommission. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  EUROPE— GREECE 
AND  TURKEY. 

Mb.  BEEXAED  COLERIDGE  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  Whether,  seeing  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  thought  fit 
to  carry  on  Lord  Salisbury's  policy  of 
using  the  British  Fleet  as  a  menace  to 
Greece,  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
taken,  or  are  prepared  to  take,  any 
steps  to  satisfy  tne  claims  of  Greece  to 
an  enlargement  of  her  territory  F 

The  UNDER  SECRETAEY  (Mr. 
Bbtce):  No,  Sir;  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
vemment are  not  of  opinion  that  this 
would  be  a  favourable  moment  to  ap- 
proach the  Sultan  with  a  view  to  od- 
taining  from  him  a  concession  of  terri- 
tory to  Greece. 

COMMITTEE    ON    INDIAN     ADMINIS- 
TRATION—THE COVENANTED  AND 
UNCOVEN ANTED  CIVIL  SERVICE. 

Mb.  JAMES  MACLEAN  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Administra- 
tion will  be  authorised  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  abolishing  all  dis- 
tinctions between  covenanted  and  un- 
covenanted  servants  of  the  Crown  in 
India,  and  establishing  one  Civil  Ser- 
vice, with  a  uniform  system  of  promo- 
tion and  rates  of  pay  ? 

The   under    SECRETAEY    (Sir 

UOHTBED      EjLT-SnUTTLKWORTH)  :     IhlO 

Notice  will  be  given  of  the  terms  of 
reference  to  the  Committee,  and  it  would 
be  premature  to  give  answers  upon  par- 
ticular points  such  as  those  raised  in  the 
Question. 

INDIA  (FINANCE,  &c.)— DEPRECIATION 

OF  SILVER. 

Mb.  JAMES  MACLEAN  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  any  recent 
Despatches  from  the  Government  of 
India  on  the  continued  fall  in  the  price 
of  silver,  and  its  effects  on  Indian  trade 
and  revenue  ? 

Tun  UNDER  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Ugbtbed  Kat-Shuttlewobth)  :  I  am 
not  at  present  able  to  say  whether 
Papers  can  be  laid  on  the  Table ;  but  I 
win  consider  it. 

ARMY  (AUXILIARY  FORCES)— THE 
VOLUNTEER  FORCE. 

Mr.  HOWARD  VINCENT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  If  Her 
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If aJMtj't  OoTeramwit  hare  doctd«d  to 
racommeod  an  inereane  in  thi^  Capitation 
C}rant  to  Iha  Volnntoor  Force  of  Oreat 
Britain  ;  and,  if  provision  will  bo  mado 
fc«r  tho  aamo  in  this  yoar^s  Estimaton? 

Turn  8KCRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
rAMrBUX*HA3rxxaiiA5\  in  roplr,  said, 
ho  had  not  had  timo  to  giro  that  full 
oonaidoration  to  this  subject  which 
woald  onablo  him  to  oomo  to  anj  con- 
elomon  upon  it. 

Ma.  Ih  >WARD  VINCENT  said,  that 
in  oonAA«^uonco  of  tho  answer  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  he  would  give 
Notice  that  he  would,  on  going  into 
Committ4>e  of  Supplj,  call  tho  attention 
of  the  IIoUM)  to  the  requirements  of  tho 
Vi>lnatoer  Force,  and  move  a  Kesolution 
thereon. 

B(  >YAL  I BISH  Ci  )X>TADULAU  Y-EXTRA 
IH>UCK  AT  CLONKS  FAIR,  CO.  MOXA- 
<tlIAX. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY  askod  tho  Chiof 
S««retary  to  tht»  Ix>rd  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Is  it  the  faet  thnt,  on  2 1st  January, 
a  forco  of  fifty  extra  police  wer««  draft«*tl 
into  Clones  county  Mons^han.  to  attend 
tho  market ;  and,  was  this  in  conse- 
quence of  a  sworn  infonimti<m  thnt  th<TO 
was  lik«'1y  to  bo  a  broach  of  the  peace, 
who  swore  thi^  ioformati<in;  who  will 
pay  for  the  extra  police ;  has  the  appre- 
hended di«torbanco arisen  in  Conner  juetu  o 
of  the  rttfusal  of  Sir  Thomas  I^^onnrd's 
ag«>nt,  Mr.  Wrench,  to  w«ij^h  |>ork  for 
every  i>er«on  willinjj  to  pay  t^ll,  afc  the 
Court  of  App4»al  d«'.>lare<l  wan  hin  duty? 

Tnt  I  'HI  EF  SErUE  TARY  (Mr.  Jonx 
MoaLXY  :  I  am  iu formed  that  a  force* 
of  60  men  was  draft*Hl  into  Clone«i  on 
the2Ut  ultimo,  in  ron*t-f{uenco  of  infor- 
mation having  reachetl  the  (lovemmeut 
that  a  difttttrl>anre  of  tho  peace  wa<i 
likely  to  take  plu'^f*.  No  <  Iiiirffi*  will  be 
made  against  the  v  mnty  or  diMrict  in 
r-msequenc^.  It  is  »tn*(d  thnt  Mr. 
Wrench  did  not  refuse  to  weigh  pork 
for  aovone. 

CRIIIK    AXn     CM'TRAOK    'IRKLAXO   - 

nurr  at  ri.f>Nr,^,  en.  m«»n.v;iiak. 

Ma.  T.  M.  IlKALYn-l...!  ihf^  i  hi.  f 
Kecretary  to  the  l^^n\  IJeuteT.ant  of  Ire- 
land, Why  n<»no  of  tho^  who  br<>k<*  tht' 
windows  of  the  rifrgyman  and  tit  her 
C^atholiee  in  Clones,  (••>unty  Monnghan, 
on  tho  iNth  I>ec«»Diber.  have  b<»en  appre-  , 
kottded  or  brought  to  justice;  and,  is 
tbo  aergoaal  in  charge  of  tho  police  | 


registered  as  a  Freemason  according  to 
Uw? 

TuaCnrEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jon!r 
MoRLEY  :  I  must  ask  tbo  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  give  me  Notice  of 
this  Question,  which  only  appeared  on 
the  Paper  to-day. 

STATE  <  >F  I UKLAND— CHARGE  AGAINST 
EMEROKNCY  MEK  AT  CORXAFANE, 
CO.  CAVAX, 

Mr.  BIGGAR  ask.^d  tho  Chief  8c*cre- 
tary  to  the  Ix>rd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Constables 
Kelly  and  Clarkin,  on  protection  duty 
at  Comafane,  in  ctmnty  Cuvao,  on  the 
land  of  Adam  Johnstone^  detected  two 
emergency  men  in  charge  of  the  emer- 
gency cattle  on  the  same  land  in  the  act 
of  setting  fire  to  the  house  on  the  night 
of  the  17th-18th  instant;  and,  if  so, 
whether  tho  emergency  men  have  been 
arre<»ted  and  will  be  brought  to  trial  ? 

The  CHIKF  SECRETAUY  (Mr.  J(»iix 
Mob  let)  :  The  facts  an*  sub»tantially  as 
ptatod.  The  two  men  have  been  arrested, 
and  are  remanded  to  the  2r>th  instant. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  iST.i-REMOVAL 
t»F  DKAl)  BODIES. 

Mb.  J.  E.  JonXSOX-FKROUSON 
a^ked  the  Secretarv  of  State  for  the 
Hoiue  Department,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion ha^  been  drawn  to  a  prosecution  by 
tho  Ath«*rton  I^ooal  Board  before  tho 
I^*igh,  Lancashire,  Bench  of  Magis- 
tratct.  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1H75  (38  and  39  Vic.  c.  56  ,  section  126, 
for  the  removal  in  a  public  conveyance 
<if  the  dead  l>ody  of  a  child  who  died 
fn>m  an  infectious  disorder,  without 
previously  notifving  to  the  owner  or 
driver  that  it  had  died  from  auch  a  dis- 
order ;  that  the  magistrates  divided  that 
the  otft^nce  was  not  one  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Act ;  that  their  decision  has 
since  been  appn>ved  in  7A#  Ju%Uct  0/  th$ 
/V }/-«  of  January  oOth  lbb6,  in  the  fal- 
lowing terms: — 

*'Sab-»*.tioQ  2  imp  *<•  s  penalty  on  any 
fur^n  «h«i  ri;4i«#<i  «n«>thrr  pfr»<<ii  in  hi« 
<>.!.:•  whilo  tr.«  1  itt*  r  »«  •«i(1«  ri  if  f  r  .m  inf«  <•- 
ti  ....:•  I  •••.  I*  <t  A  i<  1 1  ^  •  •>'  i«  ii"t  a  \**  r»  in 
•  «  •' :I  t.ii.r.  NV»«  utT'*  At  t:riit  iinlit.«4  to 
\\  uk  \\.\\  •ul»-««  ti  n  3  tt  :«l.t  \u*^-K  \\,v  €.tM». 
!•  it  «r  art  «•!  i»jMUii-n  that  a  «i<*«l  \*  «i>'  i«  uot  a 
th.i.ir  «ju*-l«*m  ir«nrnt  with  k»«<i  in..?.  cl<4hir(r, 
or  ri«'«  1  I.I  fi^'a]>|iara  t<>  duiI*  •«*  an  omi»- 
•i"n  mthr  A't ,  " 

and,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  have 
tho  Act  amended  ? 
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The  president  (Mr.  Joseph 
Ohaicberlaik)  said,  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  the  proeeoution  in  ques- 
tion, and  he  had  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  decision  of  the  magistrates  was 
right,  and  that  the  word  ^*  person ''  in 
the  Act  did  not  include  a  dead  body, 
and  that  a  dead  body  was  not  a  thing 
•juiiem  yeneris  with  **  bedding,  clothing, 
or  rags."  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  was  evident  that  there  had  been  an 
omission  in  the  Act ;  and  if  the  Act  came 
up  for  amendment  that  point  would  be 
noticed. 

DISTRESS  IN  THE  METROPOLIS - 
SOUTH  LONDON. 

Mb.  THOBOLD  BOGEHS  asked 
the  Chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  lack 
of  employment  in  South  London,  there 
is  any  immediate  prospect  that  the  new 
road  from  fiouthwark  Bridge  Boad  to 
St.  George's  Church,  for  which  it  ap- 
pears the  Board  of  Works  has  obtained 
powers,  will  be  taken  in  hand  and  com- 
pleted ? 

Sib  JAMES  M'GABEL-HOGG,  in 
reply,  said,  the  property  required  for 
the  improvement  referred  to  had  been 
either  cleared  away  or  purchased  by  the 
Board ;  and  on  the  completion  of  one  or 
two  outstanding  cases  he  trusted  that 
in  a  few  weeks  from  that  date  the  Board 
would  be  in  a  position  to  remove  the 
remaining  buildings.  He  might,  per- 
haps, be  allowed  to  add  that  the  provi- 
sions introduced  into  the  Act  authorizing 
this  street,  as  to  re-housing  the  labour- 
ing classes,  created  a  great  and,  indeed, 
insuperable  difficalty  to  the  progress  of 
the  street,  and  that  the  difiBculty  was  in- 
creased by  the  grant  of  powers  to  the 
South-Eastem  Bailway  Company  in 
1882  to  take  for  their  line  various  pro- 
perties which  could  otherwise  have  been 
appropriated  to  re-housing  the  labour- 
ing classes. 

SPAIN—DIFFERENTUL  DUTIES. 
Mb.  FOBWOOD  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  answer  No.  276,  given  by 
Mr.  C.  M.  Kennedy,  C.B.,  head  of  the 
Commercial  Department  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  before  the  Boyal  Commission  on 
Depression  of  Trade,  viz. — 

••That  aU  United  SUtcs  mods  ...  now 
enter  Cuba  and  Porto  Bico  at  the  same  tale  of 


duty,  whatever  may  be  the  flag  of  the  vosiel  in 
whkh  they  are  brought," 

is  correct ;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  dato 
of  the  Treaty  or  agreement  under  whicli 
Spain  extended  to  British  ships  tradinj^ 
from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  and 
Porto  Bico  the  same  privileges  as  re- 
gards the  duties  on  merchandise  con* 
veyed  by  them  as  were  obtained  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  vessels  bearing  their  flag,  in  their 
Treaty  of  Beciprocity  with  Spain  signed 
in  1884? 

The  UNDEB  SECBETABY  (Mr. 
Brtce)  :  Mr.  C.  M.  Kennedy,  in  his  evi- 
dence before  the  Boyal  Commission  on 
Trade  Depression,  in  October,  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  Spanish  Govern* 
ment  had  accepted  the  interpretatioa 
placed  by  the  United  States  Govern* 
ment,  as  they  informed  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Washington,  on  Artide  I  of 
the  Commercial  Convention  of  1884 — 
namely,  that  it  applied  to  goods,  the 
products  of  and  proceeding  from  the 
United  States,  irrespective  of  the  flag 
under  which  they  might  be  carried.  No 
report  or  complaint  had  then  recently 
been  received,  and  none  has  been  since 
received  on  this  subject.  If  the  view 
above  expressed  is  incorrect,  and  the  hon. 
Member  will  request  parties  interesteil 
to  send  in  a  statement  showing  whether 
differential  rates  are  now  levied,  their 
representations  shall  receive  immediate 
attention. 

IRELAND— THE  CTTY  OF  CORK  STEAM 
PACKET  COMPANY-  •'  BOYCOTTING.'* 

Lord  EBNEST  HAMILTON  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Lreland,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  attempt  of  the 
South  of  Ireland  Cattle  Trade  Aasocia- 
tion  to  ruin,  by  systematised  boycotting, 
the  City  of  Cork  Steam  Packet  Com- 
pany, in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of 
the  latter  to  commit  an  illegal  act;  and, 
whether  the  discretionary  power  which 
he  proposes  to  exercise  as  to  when  tL** 
Law  should  be  supported  applies  only  to 
agrarian  illegalities  ? 

Ma.  JOHN  O'CONNOB,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  same  subject,  asked,  Whether 
the  South  of  Ireland  Cattle  Trade  Asso- 
ciation were  not  exercising  their  legal 
right  in  sending  their  catUe  and  goods 
by  other  lines  than  those  establiahed  by 
the  City  of  Cork  Steam  Paokei  C6m- 
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paay;  whether  the  aMoctation  hanog 
eoofioed  their  operations  to  the  members 
of  their  own  body  and  not  having  influ* 
enc«<d  or  intimidated  anjr  persons  ootside 
that  body  could  be  said  to  hare  infringed 
u(Mn  the  rights  of  others  or  offended 
aicatnst  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and»  who- 
th<«r  it  was  possible  for  any  Minister  of 
Iler  Majesty's  Oovernment  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  any  discretionary  or  other 
Kwer  to  oomp<*l  people  to  do  what  they 
re  a  l^fpil  rii^ht  not  to  do  ? 
The  CHI EF  8E( liETARY  (Mr.  Johh 
MoauLY  :  Notice  of  the  Question  put  to 
me  by  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
sat  down  only  reached  me  since  I  came 
into  the  Houso,  and  it  inrolycs  a  point 
of  some  legal  niA*ty.  He  will,  thereforo, 
excuse  my  answering  it  at  pros^^nt.  As 
to  the  Quostifm  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  have 
to  say  yes.  Sir ;  the  attention  of  the  Qo- 
Tttrnment  has  bi»en  drawn  to  this  affair, 
and  orders  hare  bcon  given  that  every 
)»'>asib]e  measure  should  be  adonted  to 
prevent  persons  being  molested,  hin- 
dered, or  intimidated  in  their  work.  As 
regards  tlie  lant  paragraph  of  the  Ques- 
tioo,  which  is  not  very  intelli|^ible,  the 
noble  liord  appears  to  be  under  a  mis- 
conception. I  did  not  propose  to  exer- 
cise any  discretion  as  to  when  the  law 
should  b<*  supportotl,  but  as  to  how 
It  should  be  supported  in  the  particular 
circum<*tances  to  which  I  referred. 

IIAHHonuS  OK  UKKrcJK. 

Ma.  (  oXYHKARi:  a^ked  th^  First 
Ixffd  of  the  Tr«>a«ury,  Whether  a  Ketum 
might  be  Utd  before  the  Hou(««  nhowiog 
the  places  wh<*re  harbours  of  refuge 
have  been   eith<»r  commenced  or  com- 

Elet««d  by  private  enterpriso  since  thf> 
eport  of  the  CV)mmitt<*e  in  the  year 
IH6U  r««commending  the  outlay  of 
£  luo,0<H)  on  such  National  works ;  and, 
whether  such  K«*turn  csn  be  prc»«*nte<I 
to  the  Hou«e  lM>fore  the  Motion  of  whirli 
the  hoDoiirsblo  McmSer  for  Ea%t  I/i^-tU 
has  given  notice  on  the  same  subject 
oom<*s  on  ? 

TiiL  FIKST  U  >RD  vMr.  W.  E.  Olai>- 
-Tu.xx) :  If  the  hon.  Member  will  have 
the  g«HHiuos4  to  rt'fiT  to  the  lu^t 
Itf>i)ort  whirh  has  been  laid  up<»n  the 
Table  of  thi^  Hou*««\  in  the  year  1hh:|,  on 
the  Motion  of  a  right  hon.  Fn«':td  of 
mine  who  now  holds  Office  under  the 
Crown,  he  will  find  tiiiricient  for  his  pur- 
pose. If  it  is  not,  and  he  will  give  infor- 
mation to  the  President  of  the  Board  of 


Trade,  we  shall  see  what  can  be  done  aa 
to  giving  further  information. 

CoLoxEL  NOLAN  asked  the  Comp* 
troUer  of  the  Household,  Whether  hia 
acceptance  of  Office  precluded  him  from 
bringing  on  the  Notice  of  Motion  which 
stood  U(>on  the  Paper  in  his  name  with 
reference  to  harbours  of  refuge  ? 

The  COMPTROU.KR  (Mr.  MAajoai- 
BANKS  ,  in  reply,  said,  he  was  afraid 
that  the  Hesolution  which  stood  in  hia 
name  on  harbour  accommodation,  and 
which  he  had  proixMMMl  before  he  became 
Comptroller  of  the  IIous<*hold  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House,  was  hardly  of  such  a 
nature  that  he  could  hope  the  Govern- 
ment would  accept  it.  Therefore,  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  would  readily 
understand  that  he  did  not  wish  to  set  an 
example  of  insubordination,  and  to  ap- 
pear as  a  Toller  on  the  opposite  side  to 
his  hon.  Colleague  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury.  If,  however,  the  predictions 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  correct 
as  to  his  probable  tenure  of  Office,  his 
hands  would  shortly  be  free  again,  and 
he  would  then  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  submitting  the  Resolution.  He 
could  only  say  that  ho  would  lose  no 
opportunity  in  his  power  of  pressing  a 
subioot  which  had  been,  and  still  was, 
of  the  deepest  interest  to  him. 

BUUMAIl— THE  URITISH  ArTHORITIES 
— MILITARY  EXECtTlON8-TUE  PRO. 
VOST  MARSHAL, 

Db.  CAMERON :    I  beg  to  ask  the 

lTndt*r  Secretary  of    State  for    India, 

Whether  he  can  give  the  House  any 

I  further  information  as  to  Colonel  Hooper, 

the  IVovost  Marshal  at  Mandalav  ? 

The  rNDKU  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  Uohteed  Kat-Siicttlb- 
wnnni^ :  Since  my  answer  to  my  hon. 
Friend's  Quention  last  night,  I  may  tell 
him  that  a  further  communication  has 
reached  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the 
Viceroy.  I  am  now  able  to  state  that  the 
Viceroy's  orifrinal  instructions  to  Oeneral 
Prendergsst  of  January  23  were,  after 
referring  to  the  facts,  as  follows : — 

••I  (iknn'4  Iwli'tr   lh«*  frfp-iinif  stat^mmt 

'  lri»».     In    my    •  j  .?  i.in,    if  l)i«Tf  i«  aor  prtm4 

I  f*'fi«  r^i<l«n««»  «i:aii.«i  tho  ofli<»r«  in  quf^ti'^li, 

tK«*\  •h'>uM  l«r  •!  (.nrf  •niip«-nii«^.  sod  if  iniilly 

th-  y  th  -uM  W  tul  ««-t  to  thr  wrtrrtl  prn«Ui«s 

at  \4iur  ill*} t ••.%!.     I  hojKt  \oQ  will  imdrrsUiDd 

I  th<'  f(ra«itr   uf   th<*  rircum«tAncr«  to  which  I 

ha««  osUcd  your  attention/* 

I  may  remind  the  House  that  theoaly  ooa- 
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sequences  to  the  Prorost  Marslial  of  Sir 
Harry  Prendergaet's  action  were  a  cen- 
sure and  the  loss  of  preferment  the 
Prorost  Marshal  would  otherwise  have 
receivod.  Lord  Dufferin  shares  Lord 
Kimberloy's  dissatisfaction  at  the  re- 
sults of  Sir  Harry  Prenderi^ast's  in- 
quiries. After  considering  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  Secretary  of  State  has 
telegraphed  to  the  Viceroy,  recommend- 
ing in  the  following  terms  a  court 
martial : — 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  yoor  Jndi^e  Adro- 
cate  Qoneral  advises  that  charges  can  be  framed 
against  Colonel  Uooper  steps  ^ould  be  taken 
Accordingly." 

MOTIONS. 


IMPERIAL    REVENUE    (IRELAND   AND 

GREAT  BRITAIN). 

RESOLUTION. 

Sia  JOSEPH  M^KENNA,  in  rising 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
inequality  of  Imperial  Taxation  on  Ire- 
land ;  and  to  more  for  a — 

*'  Return  of  the  Gross  Imperial  Rercnno  of 
Ireland  derived  from  taxation,  and  of  the  Popu- 
lation of  Ireland  for  the  years  18al,  1861,  1871 , 
and  1881,  and  a  like  Return  for  Great  Britain 
for  the  same  years,  being  in  both  cases  a  con- 
tinuation, in  like  form,  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  407,  of  Session  1674," 

said,  ho  noticed  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Sir  George  Campbell)  had  given 
Notice  to  insert  '* Scotland"  instead  of 
**  Ireland  ;  "  but  ho  begged  to  say  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  made  out  his  case 
for  Scotland  against  the  rest  of  Great 
Britain  that  would  only  strengthen  the 
Irish  case.  When  he  had  last  addressed 
the  House  on  the. subject  of  the  unequal 
incidence  of  Imperial  taxation  on  Ire- 
land as  compared  with  Great  Britain  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  then,  as  now,  at 
the  head  of  ller  Majesty's  Government 
(Mr.  Glad*4tono)  had  heard  what  he  had 
to  say  on  the  subject — or,  at  least,  heard 
all  he  had  said,  for  his  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Kenna's)  speech  was  not  cottcluded 
when  it  appeared  fit  to  the  officials  of 
the  Government  whose  duty  it  was  to 
"  keep  a  Ilouse ''  or  permit  *'  a  Count 
out,*'  to  allow  the  latter  alternative  to 
be  availed  of.    There  was  not  so  much 


danger  of  a  similar  catastrophe  to-night ; 
and  yet  he  would  a,sk  hon.  Members 
for  English  and  Scotch  constituencies  to 
give  some  attention  to  the  case  he  was 
about  to  submit,  as  it  was  the  key  to  | 

Sir  Ughind  Ka^-Shutthworth 


understanding  many  things  oonneoted 
with  Ireland  which  at  first  sight  did  not 
appear  to  be  connected  with  Imperial 
taxation.  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
accuse  any  particular  Party  or  States- 
man of  intentional  injustice  to  Ireland 
in  the  matter  of  Imperial  taxation.  He 
should  content  himself  by  exhibiting  the 
case  as  it  stood,  showing  by  Parlia- 
mentary Returns  how  the  taxation  of 
Ireland  had  been  increased,  and  by  what 
proportions,  decade  by  decade,  since 
1841,  in  the  face  of  a  waning  popula- 
tion ;  whilst  in  the  case  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, notwithstanding  a  vast  increase  of 
population  and  wealth,  and  the  natural 
and  oonsequent  increased  charge  for 
carrying  on  the  Business  of  the  State, 
the  taxation  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
so  regulated,  and  the  Bevenue  so  hua- 
banded  in  her  favour,  that  the  pressure 
of  taxation  had  been  continuously 
lightened,  so  that  as  the  taxes  increased 
in  actual  amount  their  pressnre-*-whe* 
ther  measured  by  the  growing  wealth  of 
the  country  or  by  their  incidence  in  re- 
spect to  each  head  of  the  population — 
was  less  in  1871  than  in  1841,  1851,  or 
18G1  ;  and  he  believed  it  would  bo 
equally  shown  that  the  pressure  so  mea- 
sured was  still  less  in  1881  for  Great 
Britain.  Before  he  entered  on  the  de- 
tails of  this  comparison,  he  was  bound 
to  explain  wherein  consisted  the  inius- 
ticc  of  the  disparity  of  taxation.  Adam 
Smith  laid  down  in  his  Treatise  on  7^0 
Nature  •nd  Cauees  of  the  ITeaith  e/NaU'one 
(Book  v.,  Chapter  2)  this  proposition, 
which  had  never  been  contested— 

**  The  subjects  of  every  State  ought  to  ooo- 
tribute  towards  the  support  of  the  Gfovemment, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  abilities— that  is,  in  proportion  to 
the  revenue  which  they  rcspccti rely  enjoy 
under  the  protection  of  the  SUite.  The  ex- 
pense of  fcovemment  to  the  indiridnals  of  a 
f^at  nation  is  like  the  expense  of  management 
to  the  joint  tenants  of  a  great  estate,  who  are  all 
obliged  to  ctintribute  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  interests  in  the  State.  In  the  ob- 
servation or  neg^Iect  of  this  maxim  ooluista 
mhat  is  called  the  equality,  or  tneqoalitj,  ol 
taxation.** 

That  maxim  in  the  case  of  Ireland  h«d 
been  for  the  last  30  years  grievously 
violated.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  Par« 
Itnmentary  Betum  of  the  7th  of  Au^t, 
1874,  wliich  gave  the  Revenue  derived 
from  taxation  of  Orcat  BriUin  and  Ir^ 
land  at  the  decennial  periods  IMl,  IS5I, 
1861,  and  1871,  famished  by  the  Trea- 
sury,  by  Order  of  this  House,  on  hia 
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Adam  Smith,  that  taiation  should,  at 
noarlj  as  poMible,  be  UTie<i  on  the  sub- 
jects of  a  State  in  the  ratio  of  the  in- 
omea  which  thoy  enjoved  under  its 
protection.  That  principle  applied  in 
stronf^eet  fr>rco  to  Empires  made  up  of 
HOTeral  Nationalities  and  where  the 
possessions  of  an  entire  people  might  bo 
measured  with  approximate  aoouracy. 
How  that  principle  had  been  set  at 
notip^ht  in  the  ca.se  of  Ireland  and  (t roat 
Britain  he  exTH>cted  to  make  rery  clear. 
In  1851  the  Imperial  taxation  of  Ire- 
land was,  as  compared  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  aa  one  to  12.  In  1881, 
owing  to  the  disproportionate!  j  increased 
lerj  of  Imperial  taxation  in  Ireland,  the 
proportion  of  the  Irish  contribution  waa 
rai84»d  to  that  of  one  to  nine.  In  187 1, 
owing  to  the  still  further  increase  of 
Imperial  taxes  on  Ireland,  the  propor- 
tion was  raised  to  that  of  one  to  eight. 
Since  then,  so  far  as  Ireland  was  con* 
cemed,  there  had  not  been  a  Testige  of 
relief  or  amelioration  of  any  kind.  A 
iCetum  obtained  by  the  hon.  Meml>er 
for  Stafford  (Mr.  McLaren)  in  1884,  to 
which  he  (.Sir  Jos^^ph  M'Kenna"^  should 
a;;ain  hare  occa»ion  to  refer,  would  show 
tliat  for  the  year  endiMl  March,  1883,  the 
Imperial  taxation  levied  olf  Ireland  only 
amountcMi  to  a  sum  (^lual  to  I-l(Hh  of 
(treat  Britain  ;  but  no  burden  had  been 
struck  off  Ireland  in  the  meantime. 
That  country  had  simply  broken  down, 
and  her  purchasing  powers  had  fallen 
away  in  the  ratio  of  the  diminution  of 
the  population  since  1871.  He  (Sir 
Josepn  M*Kenna)  should  now  elucidate 
the  unfairness  of  the  increase  of  the 
taxation  in  Ireland  by  showing  what 
was  the  course  of  things  in  Oreat  Bri- 
tain in  respect  to  Imperial  taxation 
within  the  period  1841  to  1871.  The 
taxation  of  ureat  Britain,  measured  re- 
latively to  each  head  of  the  population, 
was^in  1841,  £2  !»#.  9)^.;  in  IH.'>1, 
£2  7#.  4|<f.;  in  lHr>|,  £i  9j.  9}^;  iu 
IH71,  £2  4«.  \\d, — showing  a  decrea^o 
of  1 1  per  cent  in  the  incidence,  aa  mea- 
sun^d  in  n^i»e(>t  to  each  ht*ad  of  the 
population,  l>etwe«n  IN  11  and  1871. 
Whon  the  like  tvi»t  was  applied  to  the 
taxation  of  the  population  ol  Ireland,  it 
was  found  that  it  had  l>een  augmented 
from  9f.  6}^.  p4T  head  in  1841  to 
£1  Of.  2^4.  in  1871,  aa  incrsaae  of  175 
per  cent,  mark,  duric  g  the  very  same 
period  when  the  pressure  of  taxation 
waa  radooad  U  per  cant  in  raapaal  to 


Sir  Joaeph  M'Kenna's.  Motion.  The 
year  1811  waa  included  in  that  Return 
in  atdar  that  the  House  might  hare,  in 
iQXtnpoaitioQ,  the  taxation  of  Ireland, 
before,  aa  well  as  aAer.  the  Famine  of 
1846.  The  grosa  Imperial  taxation  of 
Ireland  in  1841,  with  a  population  ex- 
ceeding 8,000,000,  was  £3.907,238.  The 
Irish  p(«^p]e  were  not  lightly  taxed, 
then.  Dot  heavily  taxed,  having  regard 
to  actual  ability.  Nevertheless,  4 1  yeara 
after  the  Union,  measured  by  popula- 
tion, the  taxation  waa  9s.  Cy\d,  per  head, 
and  no  more.  The  Imperial  taxation  of 
Ireland  in  18&1  did  not  recede  as  com- 
pared to  1841,  although  the  population 
waarcdoead  from  8, 1 75, 124  to  6.562,386. 
Tha  taxation  of  Ireland  in  1861  waa 
£4.006,711.  One  ahould  rather  have 
axpaciMl  a  reduction.  Be  founded  no 
complain!  on  that,  however ;  he  merely 
asked  hon.  Members  to  bear  in  mind 
that  61  years  after  the  l*^nion  the  Im- 
psrial  taxation  of  In>land  stood  at 
£4,000,000  sterling.  Owing  to  the  de- 
crease of  population  over  which  this 
taxation  had  to  be  distributed,  the  in- 
cidence measured  per  head  r.>i»e  from 
\u^dAn  1811  to  lS«.2J<f.  in  18:>1.  The 
D^xt  decade  showed  more  astonishing 
fignrrs.  Between  1851  and  1^01  the 
Impmal  taxation  of  Ireland  waa  raiserl 
it  >m  £4.006,71 1  to  £f;.420,378,  an  awful 
bound,  quite  60  per  cent  increase  of  the 
burden ;  but  a  still  greater  increase 
when  measured  by  each  head  of  the 
diminished  population  which  had  to 
bear  it.  for  it  showed  an  advance  from 
VU.  Hkd,  to  £1  2«.  14^.  per  head,  being 
about  75  per  cent  in  the  decade.  Be- 
tween 1861  and  1871  the  Imperial 
taxation  of  Ireland  incresftMi  from 
£6.420,000  to  £7.0Hrt.593,  which  showed 
an  increase  of  75  per  cent  as  compared 
to  the  amount  at  which  it  stood  20  years 
l»ef ore ;  but  this  increase,  operating  on 
a  stilt  diminishing  population,  raided  the 
incidence  for  each  head  of  the  popula- 
tion from  13«.  VJi.  in  IH61  to  £1  6#.  \d 
in  1871,  an  imrea^  in  the  20  years  of' 
120  per  cent.  And  he  ventun^  to  say  i 
that  when  they  obtained  tlie  Hetum  ' 
vhich  he  now  looked  for,  it  w^iuld  be  . 
shown  that  owing  to  the  diminuti<m  of 
the  population^>aven  though  the  grosa  ' 
taxation  had  ceased  to  ascend — that  the  I 
of  taxation,  aa  measured  p«'r' 


head  of  the  population,  had  grown  still  | 

asofvaaTera.     tie ;  Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna  • 

had  adverted  to  the  mle  laid  down  by 
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each  head  of  the  population  of  Great 
Britain.  Bat,  then,  he  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Keniia)  had  been  told  that  the  taxa- 
tion for  each  head  of  the  population  of 
Great  Britain  still  greatly  exceeded  the 
taxation  in  respect  of  each  head  of  the 
population  of  Ireland.  Yes,  truly ;  and 
the  taxation  in  respect  to  each  head  of 
the  population  of  Ireland  was  fire  times 
as  great  as  the  taxation  in  respect  to 
each  head  of  the  population  of  India ; 
but  that  did  not  proTe  that  the  Indian 
population  was  not  more  heayily  taxed 
than  the  Irish,  for  taxation  had  to  be 
estimated,  and  ought  to  be  levied,  in 
proportion  to  wealth,  and  not  in  the 
ratio  of  numbers.  He  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Kenna)  had  adduced  the  comparison 
of  the  taxation  in  respect  to  the  popula- 
tions of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
simply  to  show  that  in  regard  to  Gbeat 
Britain  it  had  demonstrated  progressive 
alleviation,  and  in  respect  to  Ireland  an 
extraordinarily  progressive  increase  of 
burden.  As  to  the  relative  powers  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  sustain 
taxation,  he  should  be  more  specific 
presently.  There  was  nothing  which 
ne  then  adduced  that  had  not  been 
within  the  knowledge  of  Parliament  for 
more  than  10  years ;  but  the  legitimate 
arguments  based  thereon  had  been 
met  with  every  form  of  evasion.  One 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  a  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  now  adorned  the 
Upper  House,  had  the  temerity  to  say 
that  Ireland  was  not  taxed  at  all,  but 
individuals,  no  doubt,  were  taxed  who 
happened  to  reside  in  Ireland;  but 
their  taxation  must  have  been  just  and 
fair,  because  the  same  tariff  was  applied 
in  respect  to  the  same  articles,  whether 
consumed  in  Ireland  or  in  Great  Britain, 
and  so  he  disposed  of  all  grievance., 
ignoring,  or  affecting  to  ignore,  the 
fact  that  unless  the  habits  of  the  dif- 
ferent nations  constituting  the  United 
Kingdom  were  identical,  and  their  rela- 
tive wealth  equal,  the  fact  of  identity  of 
impost  or  duty  applying  to  the  articles 
they  all  more  or  loss  consumed  afforded 
no  guarantee  whatever  for  the  equality 
of  their  taxation.  Another  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  had  also  been  trans- 
lated to  the  same  convenient  haven, 
whilst  admittin^^  the  general  facts,  and 
that  a  case  of  disparity  had  been  made 
out,  raised  this  phantom  of  an  argu- 
ment— ^that  he  doubted  whether  it  might 
sot  b«  shown  that  great  disparity  exirted 
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in  the  incidence  of  taxation  in  one  die* 
trict  of  England  as  compared  to  another  ; 
and  so  he  generalized  that,  because  some 
disparity  might  exist  between  one  part 
of  England  and  another,  nothing  was  to 
be  done  to  mitigate  the  disparity  of 
taxation  between  Great  Britain  as  a 
whole  and  Ireland  as  a  whole — not 
even  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  or  a 
Select  Committee  was  necessary.  Not 
the  slightest  attempt  was  made  to  show 
why  the  taxation  of  Ireland  should  bo 
increased  £3,000,000  a-year  oontem* 
poraneously  with  a  decrease  of  3,000,000 
of  the  population  of  the  nnfortnnate 
country ;  and  so  things  had  gone  on 
from  bad  to  worse,  redress  appearing^ 
impossible.  All  that  time  there  had 
been  great  sympathy  in  England  with 
any  foreign  NationiUity  or  State  which 
rebelled  against  its  Sovereign  or  Suze* 
rain.  There  was  slight  heed  for  Ire- 
land calling  out  in  her  distress  whilst 
her  people  were  flying  from  her  shorea. 
But  the  House,  as  at  present  constituted, 
would  expect  him  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna  • 
on  this  occasion  not  merely  to  point  out 
the  fiscal  results,  but  to  show  how  tho 
injustice  of  which  he  complained  had 
been  carried  out,  and  particularly  to  show 
how  it  was  possible  that  a  common  tariff, 
applicable  with  similar  duties  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  should  favour  the 
former,  and  work  out  oonspicuous  injus- 
tice to  Ireland.  He  would  explain  all 
this,  not  exhaustively,  but,  hehoped,8uffi- 
ciently.  The  greatest  source  of  Kevenue 
in  the  United  Kingdom— of  the  many 
which  existed — was  'that  which  might 
be  generalized  under  the  head  of  "  TaxcA 
on  Alcoholic  Beverages.''  These  were 
not  regulated  according  to  any  scientific 

Srinciple.  If  it  were  so,  they  would, 
oubtless,  be  taxed  equally,  having  re- 
gard to  the  quantity  of  alcohol  contained 
in  each.  The  disparity  of  duties,  how- 
ever, in  respect  to  alcohol  was  not  of  re- 
cent origin ;  but  the  nature  of  the  dispa- 
rity had  been  in  our  own  times  altered, 
and  this  alteration  had  been  made  so  as 
to  give  England  the  greatest  advantago, 
and  to  press  with  extreme  and  exhaufttiv*' 
severity  on  Ireland.  From  1840  up  to 
the  year  1880,  with  a  slight  interval,  the 
Malt  Duties — which  were,  in  fact,  the 
duties  on  brewers'  drinks,  ale,  porter, 
and  beer — had  been  levied  at  the  rate  of 
2«.  8|/.  a-bushelon  the  dry  malt  There 
had  also  been  a  duty  on  hops,  another 
ingredient  of  beer;  bat  he  wonld  take 
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ao  fartli«r  noltM  of  that  dut^  at  preaentf 
bat  eoBtMit  himMlf  bj  saying  toat  the 
datj  waa  to  its  result  equal  to  a  tax  of 
S«.  a-gallon  oa  the  alooholte  equlTalent 
of  orety  gallon  of  proof  epirita  contained 
in  tha  beer.  Since  that  time,  in  1880, 
the  Malt  lloty  had  been  repealed,  and  for 
it  wae  ettbetituted  a  duty  on  the  brewed 
li4|Qor  computed  aooording  to  ita  alcoholic 
atrength.  When  the  right  hon.  Qentle* 
man  now  at  the  head  of  Her  If  ajesty'a 
OoTomment  (Mr.  Qladatone)  carried  the 
aeaattre  for  commutation  of  the  Malt 
I>uty  into  a  Liquor  Duty,  he  oxposod 
tho^  (act  that  the  doty  on  the  English 
national  boTerage  of  beer,  porter,  and 
ale  waa  only  2$,  in  respect  to  the  alco* 
holic  equiraleot  of  OTery  gallon  of  proof 
•pirita  contained  in  the  browod  drink. 
Kreryone  would  agree  that  in  that  case 
there  had  been  an  enormoua  disparity  in 
the  tax  on  alcohol  where  brewera'  drinks 
eoaatitoted  the  chief  popular  bererage, 
aa  they  did  in  England,  contrasted  with 
the  duty  of  10«.  a*gallon  on  the  Irish 
popular  bererage,  to  which  it  had  been 
rataed  from  2«.  HW.  a-gallon,  the  rate  of 
duty  in  1853.  Now,  they  had  to  consider 
the  effect  of  the  increase  of  the  Spirit 
Doty  from  St.  8i.  a«gallon  to  10«.  a- 
gallon  between  1853  and  1871.  The 
effect  of  the  increase  of  duty  would  be 
illoatrated  by  the  following  fact,  shown 
by  the  Botom  in  his  hand,  if  carefully  ex- 
amined. Prom  a  population  reduced  by 
1,140,000  aoola,  and  in  spite  of  a  re- 
duced conaomption  of  1,700,000  gallona, 
thero  waa  extracted  £3,300,000  more 
tax  on  thia  ona  article  in  the  year  1871 
than  in  1851.  That  waa  a  contempo- 
raaeoua  relief  of  ao  much  to  England. 
ErefT  additional  pound  leried  off  the 
people  of  Ireland  went  as  palpably  in 
relief  of  Engliah  taxpayers,  or  in  reduc- 
tion of  the  Xatiooai  Ilebt,  aa  if  the 
amooat  had  been  leried  off  Ireland  aa  a 
rata  in  aid  or  a  war  ransom.  Some 
people  were  aurprised,  or  alfccted  to  be 
aorpriaed,  for  aome  years  paat  that 
things  had,  ao  to  aay,  broken  down  in 
Ireland,  and  that  there  had  been  aa  ui>- 
rising  against  rent  He  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Kenoa)  waa  eertaialr  not  aurprised, 
except  that  all  that  had  not  occurred  in 
Irslaad  many  years  before.  In  no  part 
of  Europe,  or  of  the  worid,  so  f  ar  aa  he 
kaew,  did  ao  monatrooa  a  aystemof  fiscal 
iajaatica  prerail  aa  the  fiscal  aystem  of 
tM  Unitad  Kingdom  in  ita  bearing 
Oft  Irslaad.    He  (Sir  Joseph  M«Ksana) 


attributed  no  malignant  design  to  any« 
one ;  he  left  it  for  those  who  were  curious 
on  such  matters  to  determine  whother 
the  permanent  officials  of  the  Treasury 
in  former  years,  or  the  Statesmen  who 
held  Her  Majesty's  Steals  of  Office,  wore, 
or  had  been,  the  real  authors  and  in- 
Tsntors  of  the  system.  But  see  in  what 
it  had  eventuated.  In  extracting  an 
annual  amount  of  Imperial  taxation 
from  Ireland,  which,  measored  by  in- 
come, would  require  an  Income  Tax  of 
5«.  3^.  in  the  pound  to  commute  it,  whilst 
to  commute  the  whole  Imperial  taxa* 
tion  of  Oreat  Britain  into  an  Income 
Tax  would  only  require  a  rating  frac* 
tionally  in  excess  of  2f.  6if.  on  identical 
Schedules  to  those  of  Ireland — ^he  could 
give  the  precise  computations,  but  that 
ho  feared  to  weary  the  House,  whose 
indulgence  he  had  already  trespaaaed 
upon.  There  had  been  a  Return  ob- 
tained a  few  Sessions  before  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stafford  (Mr.  M*Laren), 
which  purported  to  give  the  actual  and 
relative  oontributioos  to  Revenue  by 
taxation  of  each  of  the  three  countries 
constituting  the  United  Kingdom.  By 
that  Rotum  it  appeared  that  the  Hevenuo 
raised  by  taxation  in  Iroland  equalled 
in  amount  1-lOth  of  the  sum  raised 
by  taxation  in  Great  Britain  for   the 

5 ear  ending  31st  March,  1883.  He  (Sir 
oseph  M*Konna)  aMumed  that  Return 
to  be  accurate.  But  what  did  it  show  ? 
That  Ireland  paid  Imperial  taxation 
equal  to  1-lOth  of  the  amount  paid  by 
Great  Britain,  when,  in  fact,  on  former 
statamenta  of  equal  authority,  her  fair 
proportion  would  have  been  1-1 8th  or 
l-20th;  and  when  that  very  Return 
showed  that  for  the  year  it  dealt  with — 
to  31st  March,  1883— the  taxation  of 
Ireland,  measured  by  the  Income  Tax, 
should  have  been  only  the  1-S2nd.    The 

{proportion  of  the  relative  ability  of  Ire* 
aod  to  bear  taxation,  ofltimated  aa 
l-2(>th  of  that  of  Great  Britain,  he 
might  shortly  state,  was  taken  from  a 
Tressunr  Return  of  2-1  th  April,  1882, 
which  showed  that  each  penny  Income 
Tax  for  Ireland  yielded  £95,000  only, 
whilst  that  of  (}reat  Britain  waa  aet 
down  in  the  same  Treasury  Return  aa 
£1,946,000  for  each  |>enny,  a  sum  30 
times  larger  than  the  penny  yielded  for 
Ireland.  But  whilst  revolving  all  those 
eomputationa  and  considerationa  in  hia 
mina,  aftar  a  series  of  dentals  from 
ssfstal  OhaaaaUoffs  of  tha  Exohaqnar 
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tbat  there  was  really  anything  abnormal 
in  the  incidence  of  Imperial  taxation, 
after  hearing,  ad  naueramf  that  Ireland 
was  a  favoured  nation,  treated  with 
more  than  sisterly  self-sacrificing  affec- 
tion by  Great  Britain,  spared  some — 
albeit  trifling — taxes  which  England 
paid,  but  at  any  rate  saved  something, 
he  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)  read  in  the 
columns  of  a  morning  paper  a  letter 
which  he  believed  to  be  from  the  highest 
official  statistical  authority  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Govemmeot,  which  letter 
confessed  all  that  had  boon  hitherto  de- 
nied. This  was  from  the  letter  of  *'  Eco- 
nomist "  (Mr.  Giffon)  in  The  Daily  Newe 
of  the  6th  of  this  present  month  (Feb- 
ruary, 1886) — 

"  At  present  Ireland  imys  more  in  taxes  than 
her  fair  share,  comparing  her  resources  with 
those  of  Great  Britain.  The  figures  are  hot 
quite  certain  ;  bat  the  Irish  taxpayer  appears  to 
contribute  £6,700,000  a-year  to  the  Imperial 
Exchequer,  whereas  his  proper  contribution 
ought  not  to  be  more  than  fialt  of  that  sum.*' 

"  Economist 'V(^^r.  Giffen)  then  went 
on  to  say  that  Ireland  had  more  than 
her  proper  proportion  spent  upon  her. 
These  were  his  words — 

"The  Imperial  Exchequer  thus  gv'ts  out  of 
Ireland,  in  the  first  place,  about  £3,200.000 
more  than  it.  ought  to  get,  and  then  spends 
upon  the  internal  administration  of  Ireland  the 
wnole  amount.** 

And  then  he  fairly  went  on  to  say— 

"The  expenditure  does  not  benefit  Ireland 
as  it  ought  to  do ;  but  neither  does  Great  Bri- 
tain gain." 

He  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)  did  not  com- 
plain of  these  addenda;  but  he  might 
remark  that  the  chief  eipenditure  on 
the  Imperial  Establishments  in  Ireland, 
save  for  the  convenience  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, might  as  well  be  made  elsewhere 
— in  Malta  or  Cyprus — except  to  the 
extent  of  £1,000.000  or  £1,600,000 
a-year.  The  feeding  and  lodging  and 
clothing  of  the  Army,  the  outlay  for 
ordnance,  ships,  sailors,  and  the  like, 
were  Imperial  business ;  and  the  charges 
for  all  theso  things  had  rightly  to  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  Imperial  Bevenue, 
to  which  Ireland  ought  to  contribute 
her  full  quota,  and  no  more ;  and  the 
amount  which  Ireland  should  con- 
tribate  to  the  general  Bevonue  of 
the  Empire  should  be  assessed  at 
precisely  the  same  amount  if  the  out- 
lay had  been  made  at  London,  Malra, 
Pyprus,  Woolwich,  or  Southampton,  as 
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if  it  had  been  made  at  Dublin,  Cork,  or 
Athlone.  He  maintained  that  England, 
as  the  chief  member  of  the  Empire,  and 
with  the  strongest  interest  in  preserving 
its  unity  and  integrity,  had  the  greatest 
reason  to  maintain  that  view.  However, 
all  that  was  somewhat  beside  the  ques- 
tion, and  he  should  not  pursue  it ;  but  he 
might  say  that  all  he  had  contended  for 
in  that  House  and  outside  for  the  last 
20  years  was  now  practically  aoknow- 
lodged,  and  might  be  proclaimed  without 
fear  of  refutation — namely,  that  the 
burden  of  Imperial  taxation  had  been 
made  to  fall  on  Ireland  for  the  last  80 
years  with  double  the  weight  of  its  in* 
cidence  than  on  the  wealthier  Island. 
He  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)  would  now 
make  a  few  observations  on  a  case  sug- 
gested or  attempted  to  be  set  up  in 
mitigation  of  the  injustice  of  the  proven 
disparity.  That  case  might  be  shortly 
put  in  this  form — that  the  extraordinary 
levy  was  in  some  degree  compensated  for 
by  the  outlay  in  Ireland  of  a  much 
larger  sum  annually  than  what  was  now 
admitted  or  proved  to  be  her  fair  share 
of  the  expenditure.  The  writer  in  The 
Staiiet  puts  this  forward  for  what  it  might 
be  worth.  AVell,  it  was  literally  worth 
nothing.  The  local  taxation  of  Ireland 
was  £4,000,000  a-year;  that  also  wa^  a 
greater  levy,  in  proportion  to  the  wealth 
of  the  two  Islands,  than  the  levy  for 
local  taxation  of  Great  Britain.  But  the 
case  of  Ireland  which  he  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Kenna)  desired  to  put  was  this — that 
in  1841,  when  her  population  exceeded 
8,000,000,  her  Imperial  taxes  were 
barely  £4,000,000  sterling ;  that  in  1851 
they  were  barely  £4,000,000,  and  that 
the  injustice  of  the  increase  of  £3,000,000 
of  annual  taxation,  without  the  slightest 
evidence  that  Ireland  had  any  pecuniary 
benefit  thereby,  was  manifest  and  mon- 
strous. It  appeared  to  have  been  the 
policy  of  the  Treasury  for  some  yean 
past  to  make  the  real  state  of  the  ac* 
counts  between  (treat  Britain  and  Ire- 
land as  obscure  as  possible.  Up  to  1802 
the  Treasury  had  been  in  the  habit  (»f 
publiHhing  the  expenditure  of  Irish 
taxation  Hoparately  from  that  of  Groit 
Britain.  Since  then,  however,  no  such 
course  had  been  pursued,  and  they  were 
left  to  grope  through  the  Betunu  of 
various  Departments  to  make  some  ap- 

Sroximate  calculations.    He  .^Sir  Joseph 
[*Kenna)  should,  however,   take   toe 
latest  dissected  Betom— that  for  1862— 
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and  tell  the  House  the  aceoont  it  gare 
of  the  expenditure  of  Irish  BoTenne.  In 
1862  the  Revenue  made  up  of  Irish 
taxation  amounted  to  £6,736,281,  and 
this  was  how  it  was  expended : — Army 
and  Ordnance,  £3,240,380  ;  interest  and 
management  of  Debt,  £1,240,980  ;  mis- 
cellaneous payments  (including  Consta- 
bulary), £1,671,814;  Public  Works, 
£208,232 ;  remitted  English  Exchequer, 
£374,875.  How  in  the  name  of  all  that 
was  rational  could  any  sane  person  treat 
the  expenditure  of  £3,250,000  on  Army 
and  Ordnance  as  expenditure  for  Irish 
purposes,  or  the  interest  and  manage* 
ment  of  the  National  Debt,  another 
£1,125,000?  The  miscellaneous  pay- 
ments, £1,671,874,  no  doubt,  included 
items  of  Imperial  Expenditure  for  Ire- 
land, and  so  did  •'Public  Works," 
£208,000.  But  if  it  comported  with  the 
general  policy  of  the  Empire  to  keep  an 
Army  anywhere,  it  was  quite  clear  the 
charge  for  maintaining  that  Army  and 
the  Ordnance  Establishments,  unless  they 
were  quartered  on  an  enemy,  should  be 
defrayed  out  of  Imperial  funds,  to  which, 
of  course,  Ireland  should  contribute, 
haying  regard  to  her  actual  means,  in 
precisely  the  same  ratio  as  England  or 
Scotland.  As  a  matter  of  account  be- 
tween the  Imperial  Exchequer  and  Ire- 
land, the  locality  in  which  the  charge 
for  Imperial  objects  was  expended  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  distribution  of 
the  burden  of  the  charge.  He  (Sir 
Joseph  M'Kenna)  freely  admitted  that 
the  local  trade  of  the  district  in  which 
Imperial  funds  were  expended  benefited 
somewhat  by  the  expenditure ;  but  that 
was  not  the  point,  and  had  no  earthly 
connection  with  the  distribution  of  the 
charge  amongst  the  taxpayers  of  Qreat 
Britain  or  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member 
concluded  by  moving  the  Besolution  of 
which  he  had  given  Notice. 

Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDE,  in  second- 
ing the  Motion,  said,  he  desired  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  which  his 
hon.  Friend  had  brought  forward.  In 
Ireland  they  oonsidered  they  were  not 
fairly  treated  in  the  matter  of  taxation. 
They  considered,  in  the  first  place,  that 
they  were  overtaxed,  having  regard  to 
the  amount  of  the  Irish  National  Debt 
at  the  time  of  the  Union ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  they  considered  that  they 
were  overtaxed,  having  regard  to  the 
poverty  of  the  people  compared  with  the 
people  of  England.    Hon.  Members  in 


that  House  might  not  be  cognisant  of 
the  facts  regaraing  the  Irish  National 
Debt ;  and  he,  therefore,  thought  it  well 
to  say  a  few  words  upon  it.  In  the  year 
1794  the  Irish  National  Debt  was 
£2,400,000,  in  the  year  1797  it  was 
£3,000,000,  and  in  the  year  1800,  the 
year  in  which  the  Legislative  Union 
was  passed,  it  amounted,  according 
to  some  authorities,  to  £28,000,000. 
It  was  estimated  by  Mr.  Grattan  at 
£25,000,000 ;  but  he  (Sir  Thomas  Es- 
monde)  had  made  a  calculation,  and  he 
estimated  that  the  Debt  was  £24, 596,000, 
but  he  would  take  it  at  the  sum  of 
£28,000,000outof  regard  to  the  suscepti- 
bilities of  Members  in  that  House.  He 
would  like  to  say  a  word  as  to  how  this  Na- 
tional Debt  was  constituted.  From  1797 
to  1800  it  was  necessary  to  maintain  a 
large  force  of  English  troops  in  Ireland. 
In  1797  the  number  was  50,000  men ; 
and  in  1 800  the  number  reached  170,000 
men.  The  cost  of  maintaining  those 
troops  amounted  to  £16,000,000.  And 
that  was  one  item  in  the  National  Debt. 
Then  there  was  paid  to  the  owners  of 
Irish  boroughs,  for  the  purpose  of  pur-  ^ 
chasing  their  votes  and  their  influence 
to  effect  the  Legislative  Union,  a  sum  of 
£1,500,000.  Then  there  was  paid  to 
a  certain  class  of  individuals,  who  were 
termed  "suffering  Loyalists,"  in  satis- 
faction of  theirclaims£l, 500,000.  What 
those  claims  were  must  be  left  to  the 
imagination.  There  was  paid  for  secret 
service  to  informers,  who  instigated  the 
people  to  rebellion  and  then  informed 
upon  them,  a  sum  of  £53,547.  There 
was  given  to  individuals  who  were  called 
"deserving  men,"  for  suppressing  that 
rebellion  and  carxying  the  Act  of 
Union,  £1,000,000.  There  was  paid  to 
the  Legal  Advisers  of  the  Govern- 
ment £500,000;  and  there  was  paid  to 
several  individuals  for  compensation  for 
the  removal  of  the  Parliament  from 
Dublin,  £500,000.  To  give  some  idea 
of  the  persons  who  received  compensa- 
tion he  might  mention  that  the  rat- 
catcher to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  received 
a  certain  sum  of  money.  In  this  way 
was  constituted  the  Irish  National  Debt, 
which  he  estimated  at  £24,536,000 ;  but 
he  would  be  content  to  take  the  larger 
figure.  Now,  he  did  not  say  anything 
as  to  the  character  of  that  Debt.  They 
would  accept  it  as  an  accomplished  fact. 
The  Legislative  Union,  he  thought  it 
would  be  admitted,  originated  for  the 
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benefit  of  England ;  but,  nevertheless, 
the  people  of  Ireland  had  to  paj  for  it. 
At'the  time  of  the  Union  the  National 
Debt  of  England  was  16  times  greater 
than  the  National  Debt  of  Ireland ;  and 
by  the  Act  of  Union  solemn  promises 
were  made  to  Ireland  that  at  no  time 
shotdd  she  be  called  upon  to  bear  taxes 
arising  from  the  pre-Union  Debt  of  Eng- 
land. These  promises  were  embodied 
in  the  Act  of  Union,  which  a  short  time 
ago  was  described  in  that  House  as  a 
fundamental  law.  But,  nevertheless,  the 

f  remises  of  that  Act  were  abrogated. 
Inglish  Ministers  did  not  find  much 
difficulty  in  changing  fundamental  laws 
when  the  change  was  fo^  their  own 
benefit.  It  was  only  when  fundamental 
laws  affected  other  people  that  English 
Ministers  regarded  them  as  unchange- 
able. The  Irish  National  Debt  at  tiie 
time  of  the  Union  was  l-16th  of  the 
National  Debt  of  England ;  and  it  was 
provided,  ho  thought  by  Clause  7,  that 
should  the  Debt  of  Ireland  at  any  time 
reach  12-15ths  of  the  National  Debt  of 
England  that  the  two  Exchequers  should 
be  consolidated.  In  1803  the  Irish  Debt 
was  £43,000,000.  In  1804  it  was 
£53,000,000,  and  in  1816  it  was 
£112,740,000.  How  this  was  brought 
about  was  easily  explained.  The  Irish 
Bevenues  were  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
increase  of  the  Irish  National  Debt, 
which  was  incurred  at  the  time  of  the 
Union ;  and  this  deficit  was  made  up  by 
loans  which  the  Imperial  (Government 
raised,  and  then  charged  to  the  National 
Debt  Therefore,  it  was  very  easy  to 
understand  how  in  1 7  years  the  National 
Debt  of  Ireland  had  increased  from 
£28,000,000  to  £112,000,000.  It  was 
stipulated  by  the  Act  of  Union  that  Ire- 
land should  pay  2-15ths  of  the  taxation 
of  theKingdom ;  but  when  the  Union  was 
passed  it  was  charged  2-7ths.  In  1817 
the  Irish  Debt  was  £112,000,000,.  and 
theEnglishDebt  was  £734,000,000  ;  and 
having  reached  the  limit  stated  in  the 
Act  of  Union  the  two  Debts  were  conso- 
lidated, and  Ireland  was  charged  a  pro- 
portion of  taxes  entirely  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  stipulated  in  the  Act 
of  Union.  They  also  objected,  secondly, 
to  the  proportion  of  taxation  because  of 
the  present  condition  of  the  oonntiy. 
Ireland  was  not  a  country  like  England, 
with  great  manufactures.  Ireland  had 
manufactures  prior  to  the  Union ;  but 
owing  to  the  system  that  aince  then  pre- 
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vailed,  these  manufaotures  had  diaap- 
peared,  and  commercial  enterprise  had 
completely  left  the  country,  and  the 
people  were  obliged  to  turn  their  atten* 
tion  solely  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
Then,  under  the  system  of  law  that 
prevailed  the  land  of  Ireland  was  not 
administered  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  heavy  rents  were  imposed  upon 
them;  and  he  now  asserted  that  Ire- 
land was  better  able  to  bear  its  pre- 
sent taxation  prior  to  the  Union  tnan 
at  the  present  time.  Even  deducting 
all  that  Ireland  received,  he  submitted 
that,  what  with  taxes  and  rent  to  ab- 
sentee landlords,  the  country  paid  a 
sum  of  £8,000,000  or  £9,000,000  ster- 
ling. If  they  took  the  basis  of  property 
they  would  find  that  the  value  of  pro* 
perty  on  which  Income  Tax  was  paid  in 
England  in  1869  was  £370,000,000, 
while  in  Ireland  it  was  £25,000,000. 
That  showed  that  property  in  Ireland 
was  l-17th  that  of  England.  In  1870 
Ireland  paid  in  Bevenue  £7,000,000, 
while  Oreat  Britain  paid  £78,000,000. 
That  showed  that  while  Ireland  had  only 
l-17th  of  the  wealth  of  England  it  had 
paid  l-9th  of  the  Imperial  Bevenue. 
That,  he  thought,  clearly  showed  that 
Ireland  was  overtaxed,  and  that  its 
just  proportion  was  much  lower  than 
£7,000,000  a-year.  He  thought  it  was 
most  important  that  these  facts  should 
be  known,  in  view  of  the  alteration  that 
would  take  place  in  the  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**That  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  a 
Return  of  the  Groei  Imperisl  Bereiitte  of 
Ireland  derired  l^in  taxation,  and  of  the 
Population  of  Ireland  for  the  yean  1S5I,  ISSI, 
1871,  and  1881,  and  a  like  Return  for  Gnat 
Britain  for  the  same  yeare,  being  in  both  oaaat 
a  continuation,  in  like  fonn,  of  Parliamentafy 
Paper,  No.  407,  of  Seenon  lS74.*'^(5ir  Jtipk 
M'Kenna.) 

8m  GEORGE  OAMPBELL,  who  had 
on  the  Paper  an  Amendment  to  leave 
out  the  word  *<Ireliuid"  and  insert 
**  Scotland,"  said,  when  he  intimated 
his  Amendment  he  did  not  do  so  in  any 
unfriendly  spirit,  his  desire  simply  being 
that  the  facts  should  be  brought  onU 
He  contended  that  a  Betum  issued  on 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stafford  (Mr.  M'Laren)  with  regard  to 
the  Revenue  in  1882-3  gave  all  the  in- 
formation  necessary  for  practical  pur* 
poses.    It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
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hoo.  MMDb«r  tat  Soaih  Mnnaghan  (Sir 
Jot^ph  M'Kmum)  wm  in  Ui«  potitton  of 
hanng  aimod  at  ih«  pigeon  and  hit  the 
crov ;  while  he  haa  endeavoured  to 
iirovo  his  oaae  with  regard  to  Ireland, 
ti-«  had  roally  gtTirn  material  for  an  in- 
i^nteeiible  oaee  for  Scotland.  The  Be- 
tum  pfocurvd  bj  the  hon.  Member 
f.»r  Stafford  showed  that  in  1882- 3 
the  population  of  Ireland  waa  about 
(in^aarsnth  of  the  United  Kingdom ; 
whereas  the  taxation  of  Ireland  was  as 
i«t»arlj  as  possible  one-eloTenth  part  of 
th«>  taxation  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
1I««  quite  admitted  that  Ireland  was  a 
|)-H>r«r  eoontiy,  and  ought  to  paj  a 
•rualler  proportion  of  taxation.  He 
th'ittght  there  was  not  a  glaring  injustice 
uodt«r  the  preeent  arrangement ;  but,  on 
th«*  contrarj,  Ireland  paid  prettjr  much 
w  hat  she  ought  to  pay,  being  a  propor* 
t.  >n  of  something  more  than  hsif  what 
!!.••  arerage  inhabitants  of  England  or 
Sotlaad  paid.  On  the  other  hand, 
Ir«»laad  had  great  adrantages,  in  many 
wsjs>  oTer  England  and  b<H>tland  with 
rf^psot  to  taxation.  The  Income  Tax 
WM  coUsrted  much  h*M  harshly  in  Ire- 
Uod  than  in  Urest  Britain,  and  tho 
upl^'r  classes  in  Ireland  were  exempted 
fr<im  many  taxes  that  were  paid  in  the 
>.«ter  Islt*.  In  Ireland  no  Land  Tax,  no 
House  Tax,  no  assessed  taxes,  no  police 
or  «*dtteation  raivs  were  paid.  Ireland 
a!*->  rec«*iTed  a  large  amount  br  way 
of  local  grants;  th<«y  merely  looked  at 
the  financial  question.  He  contended 
tLat  Ireland  was  not  an  oppressinl 
c<»untry,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was 
a  specially  faroursd  one.  But  while 
Iri»laad  was  liberally  and  oren  gene- 
rously dealt  with,  what  wen*  the 
fs<U  with  regard  to  Scotland?  It 
was  a  Tery  great  hardship  that  the 
alri>hoI  consumed  by  the  people  of 
>o«»tland,  and  to  a  great  <*xtcnt  oy  the 
|<^«plo  of  Ireland,  i>aid  fire  times  a^ 
c«  «•  h  fier  gallon  as  that  imposed  on  the 
|««>ple  of  England.  The  Englishman 
WAS  enabled  to  muddle  himsi*lf  with 
b«N*r  fire  days  a-week  for  the  same 
sum  which  the  Scotsman  paid  for  a  glass 
of  whisky  on  Saturday  night,  if  he  was 
i!:>prudent  enough  to  take  it  at  that 
time.  Scotland  paid  in  regard  to  taxa- 
tion of  whisky  the  same  as  Ireland  paid ; 
but  Scotland  consnmM  more  whisky  in 
r  >portioa  than  Ireland,  and  consumed 
%«  beer.  The  oonseuuenco  was  thst  j 
the  taxation  of  Sootlana  was  really  Tery 
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much  heaner  in  proportion  than  the 
taxation  of  Englana,  because  they  had  in 
Scotland  their  whisky  taxed  rery  much 
hearier  than  the  beer  in  England.  All 
other  taxes  were  paid  equsll^  in  Scot* 
land.  They  had  no  exemptions  from 
Land  Tax,  or  House  Tax,  or  assessed 
taxes,  or  from  education  and  police 
rates.  On  the  contrary,  they  paid,  he 
believed,  more  for  their  schools  than 
almost  any  other  part  of  the  Kingdom. 
It  was,  therefore,  undoubtedly  the  caso 
that  Scotland  paid  more  than  her  fair 
share  of  taxation.  In  1883  Ireland, 
with  a  population  of  5,000,000,  paid  a 
taxation  of  £6,654,000  ;  whereas  Scot- 
land, with  a  populationof  only  3,800.000, 
paid  a  taxaUon  of  £8,000,000.  When 
thcT  compared  the  taxation  of  Scotland 
with  that  of  the  United  Kingdom  they 
found  in  respect  of  spirits  and  beer 
that  ScotUnd  paid  £4,000,000  out  of 
£37,000,000,  or  a  ffood  deal  more  than 
one-sorenth  of  the  whole  taxation, 
whereas  the  population  of  Scotland 
was  a  good  deal  less  than  one-ninth  of 
the  population  of  the  Kingdom.  The 
total  taxation  of  Scotland,  which  was 
£8,000,000  out  of  £73,000,000,  was 
somewhat  larger  than  the  proportion  of 
population;  and  when  they  contrasted 
the  enormous  wealth  of  the  City  of 
London  and  the  porerty  of  the  High- 
lands and  Islands  of  Scotland  the  dis- 
parity appeared  rery  much  greater.  He 
was  in  favour  of  justice,  ana  even  gene- 
rosity to  Ireland;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  as  a  Bepresentatire  of  Scottish 
taxpayers,  he  was  anxious  that  in  any 
new  arrangement  they  should  not  im- 
pose a  heary  additional  burden  on  the 
over-taxed  people  of  Scotland  in  order  to 
carry  to  an  excees  generosity  towarda 
Ireland. 

Ma.  OOSCHEN :  I  do  not  rise  to  eon- 
tinue  the  controversy  between  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  which  has  b4H>n  initiated 
by  my  hon.  Friend ;  but  I  am  anxious 
to  exproM  my  sense  of  the  extreme  im- 
portance  of  the  question  which  has  been 
oroufl^ht  before  the  House  by  the  hon. 
Membi«r  oppotite.  I  resret  that  the 
matter  has  not  been  dealt  with  by  a 
Committee  or  otherwise  at  an  earlier 
stage ;  because,  if  there  is  a  case  on  be* 
half  of  Ireland,  everrone  must  be  most 
anxious  to  examine  that  case  to  the  r<>ry 
bottum,  and  those  of  us  who  are  in 
favour  of  maintaining  the  Legislative 
Union  between  England  and  Ireland  do 
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feel  all  the  more  bound  to  see  that  in 
maintaining  that  Union  we  are  not 
doing  any  financial  injustice  to  a  country 
which  ie  in  a  minority  so  far  as  this 
House  is  concerned.  Therefore,  I  think 
every  Motion  that  oomos  before  the 
House  from  the  Irish  quarter,  which  can 
substantiate  even  a  primd  facte  case  of 
financial  injustice,  ought  to  be  examined 
with  the  most  anxious  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  probe  it  to  the 
bottom.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  matter 
has  obtained  additional  importance  from 
the  circumstance  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  brought  the  Motion  before  the 
House  alluded — namely,  that  a  distin- 
guished statistician  has  made  the  state- 
ment that  Ireland  is  paying  too  much 
to  trards  Imperial  taxation .  This  Motion 
is  for  a  Betnm  carrying  forward  the 
figures  which  have  been  submitted  on 
previous  occasions  to  this  House ;  but  I 
venture  to  think  that  even  when  those 
figures  are  in  our  hands  we  shall  not  be 
advanced  very  much  further.  We  re- 
quire the  figures  in  order  to  form  our 
judgment;  but  the  Betum  will  not  show 
whether  Ireland  is  paying  too  much,  or 
her  fair  share,  or  too  little.  It  cannot 
be  shown  simply  by  a  dry  Betum,  and 
for  this  reason,  that  the  question  is,  what 
principles  are  to  be  applied  in  determin- 
ing what  each  countiy  ought  to  pay? 
Every  hon.  Member  would  see  that  ac- 
cording as  you  take  up  the  principle  of 
population,  or  of  property,  or  of  the 
various  forms  of  ability  to  pay,  so  you 
will  be  able  to  establish  whether  a  coun- 
try is  paying  too  much  or  too  little.  Let 
me  take  a  case  for  instance — I  do  not 
say  whether  at  this  moment  it  goes  for 
or  against  me — but  I  am  prepared  to 
contend  that  the  amount  of  Income  Tax 
which  is  paid  by  a  country  does  not  in 
itself  form  any  basis  as  to  the  aggregate 
taxation  which  that  country  ought  to 
pay.  It  simply  constitutes  one  element 
in  that  most  complicated  problem.  It 
might  be  possible  that  one  country  had 
a  very  large  wealthy  class  and  a  very 
poor  class;  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
another  country  might  have  a  very  sub- 
stantial population  of  artizans,  but  very 
few  above  that  line.  Then  any  de- 
duction which  would  be  drawn  from 
the  relative  amount  of  the  taxable  pro- 
perty of  the  two  countries  would  give  a 
Tery  inadequate  standard  as  to  what  the 
oUmos  below  the  Income  Tax  would  be 
liable  to  pay.    That  is  only  an  iUustra- 
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tion ;  but  it  does  not  apply  to  Xrelaad, 
because,  while  the  Irish  have  a  very 
much  smaller  class  of  men  who  contri- 
bute Income  Tax,  when  you  go  below 
the  lino  where  Income  Tax  is  paid  they 
have  again  a  poorer  population  than  we 
have  in  England.  That,  then,  is  a  circum- 
stance to  be  taken  into  account  upon  the 
other  side.  Then  here  isanother  question. 
How  far  is  it  any  compensation,  in  look* 
ing  to  the  taxation  of  Ireland  as  a  whole, 
that  there  are  large  exemptions  in  favour 
of  certain  classes  of  the  wealthier  in- 
habitants— for  instance,  that  they  pay 
no  taxes  in  respect  of  servants,  and 
other  exceptions  of  that  kind  ?  That  is 
no  great  advantage  to  the  bulk  of  the 
population  who,  if  a  certain  total  is  to 
oe  raised  from  Ireland,  have  to  pay  ao 
much  more.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kirk- 
caldy (Sir  George  Oampbell)  made  this 
observation — ^that  if  the  wealthy  dassea 
are  paying  too  little  in  Ireland,  perhapa 
the  poorer  classes  are  paying  too  mucn. 
Well,  supposing,  on  the  whole,  Ireland  ia 
paying  its  fair  share,  I  can,  neverthe- 
less, lancy  that  the  distribution  of  tho 
burden  would  not  give  satisfaction  to  the 
bulk  of  the  population  in  Ireland.  Then, 
again,  the  non.  Member  who  seconded 
this  Motion  (Sir  Thomas  Esmonde) 
spoke  of  the  aggregate  rateable  pro* 
perty,  if  I  understood  him,  with  regard 
to  the  Income  Tax,  and  compared  that 
with  the  total  payments  made  by  the 
Irish  people  in  regard  to  taxation.  But 
I  would  venture  to  contend  that  that  is 
not  a  fair  application  of  the  principle  at 
all,  because  while  rateable  property  is 
an  element  of  the  contributing  wealth, 
neither  rateable  property,  nor  personal 
property,  nor  any  form  of  wealth,  is  the 
only  contributor  towards  taxation.  If 
there  are  also  taxes  on  consumption  a 
population,  of  course,  ought  not  to  eecape 
its  fair  share  of  payment  for  consumable 
articles,  because  the  rateable  property 
happens  to  be  less  than  it  is  in  the 
Sister  Island.  I  have  ventured  to  put 
forward  these  considerations  in  order  to 
show  that  I  do  not  think  that  we  shall 
advance  the  matter  very  much  simply 
by  the  production  of  figures.  What 
will  some  time  or  another  be  necessary, 
if  it  is  not  done  on  the  present  ooeasion, 
is  that  the  principles  should  be  grappled 
with  by  a  Committee,  or  otherwise,  and 
that  then,  applying  those  prindplea,  we 
should  see  whether  or  not  we  oould  eome 
to  some  agreement    I  am  sure  the  bulk 
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of  th«  popvlaticm  of  bodi  ooaatriet 
woald  with  to  eom«  to  a  fair  agroement 
upon  this  mattar.  I  hare  thought  my- 
amf  of  monng  to  tulMtitata  a  Commitieo 
on  this  occasion  for  a  Hetum ;  but  I  hare 
n»aN>n  to  beliora  that  that  in  tho  present 
lwi««iion  of  Irish  affairs  would  not  be 
a  verj  oonTonient  arrangement,  and  I 
further  think  it  will  be  wise,  and  may 
advance  the  matter,  if  the  Itetum  should 
be  proeored  without  any  delay.  But  if 
nothing  should  come  of  the  presentation 
of  the  Retam»  I  trost  at  some  future 
period  that  this  question  may  be  re* 
newed,  and  that  we  may  endeavour  by 
each  means  as  may  be  in  our  power  to 
probe  this  rery  important  qn<«stion  to  the 
rmrj  bottom  to  see  if  a  gri(*vance  exists 
and  if  a  grieTanco  really  exists,  to  set  to  i 
work  to  rnmedy  it  in  a  spirit  of  justice  | 
and  equity  to  all  parte  of  the  United 
King«lom. 

Sia  JOIIS  LUBBOCK  said,  he  must 
rv»mpHmont  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Muoaghan  ,Str  JoAoph  M'Konna)  on 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  propared 
hi*  case  ;  and  though  he  could  not  alto* 
)r«4her  agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet 
who  •♦'condcd  him,  still  the  care  with 
which  he  had  studied  the  question  gsTf* 
thtHB  c^rery  reason  to  hope  that  he  would 
proTO  a  Taloable  contributor  to  their 
debates.  lie  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
Motion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  those 
figoree  must  be  accepted  with  some 
rveerrati  m.  For  instance,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber stated  the  n^lattre  wealth  of  Kog- 
land  and  Ireland,  taking  the  Income 
Tax  as  an  absolute  proof.  But  the  IriAh 
holders  of  foreign  securities  and  Kntflish 
funds  regist4»red  at  the  Bank  of  ring- 
land  would  appear  as  tlnglinh  taxpayers. 
A  certain  portion  of  the  Bt^er  butioe, 
thoogh  paid  in  Ireland,  fell  on  English 
consumers,  and  this  could  not  be  exactly 
allowed  for.  The  hon.  Member  very 
fairly  admitted  that  if  Ireland  con- 
tribnted  somewhat  mort»  than  her  share, 
she  received  also  much  more  than  in 
proportion.  It  was  a  salient  fact  that 
no  tax  fell  sp^ially  on  Ir«*land,  while 
Ireland  was  ex<«mpt  from  some  which 
fell  on  England.  Again,  Irifth  and  Scotch 
farmer*  paid  at  a  lower  rate  than  Kng- 
lish.  On  the  wbol<*.  ho  doubter*!  whMh<«r 
Ireland  or  Scotland  was  unduly  taxed ; 
bot  th««y  only  winhcKl  for  what  was  fair 
and  just ;  and  ho  sugi^inited  that,  instead 
of  omitting  Ireland  to  inclnde  Scotland, 
as  wggeeted  by  the  hon.  Momber  for 
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Kirkcaldy,  the  Retame  ahonld  indnde 
both. 

Ma.  DILLON  said,  he  did  not  dedre 
to  take  up  tho  time  of  the  Ilouee  for 
moro  than  a  few  minutes.  His  wish  to 
address  the  House  was  chiofly  owing  to 
sf>me  obfforvationn  which  hsd  fall«*n  from 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  (foschen).  He  must 
congratulate  tho  House  upon  the  fact 
that  tho  right  hon.  Member  had  now, 
after  a  long  time,  spoken  in  a  fair  spirit 
towards  Ireland.  The  improsaion  on.hia 
mind  was  that  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
great  financier  as  he  undoubtedly  was, 
was  in  a  state  of  doubt  upon  the  ouea- 
tion  whether  the  Irish  p<M)ple  haa  re* 
ceived  fair  treatment  with  respect  to 
taxation.  It  was  a  striking  fact  that, 
although  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  many  years  in  that  Hon  ho,  that 
doubt  had  never  crossed  his  mind  until 
now,  though  the  question  had  been 
raised  both  inside  and  outside  the  Houso 
over  and  over  again.  He  could  easily 
explain  that  extraordinary  change.  He 
was  glad  to  think  that  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  were  intensely  anxious  to 
maintain  the  Union  betwoen  the  two 
c«>untries  there  was  a  growing  desire  to 
be  just  to  Ireland.  Tho  right  hon.  Oen- 
tloman  had  said  that  the  produce  of  tho 
Income  Tax  was  not  a  fair  test  of  the 
comparative  aliility  of  the  two  countries 
to  bear  taxation.  But  in  the  degree  in 
which  it  waa  not  a  fair  test  the  argu- 
ment was  even  stronger  in  Ireland's 
favour.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  that  in  one  of  two  countries  there 
might  bo  a  very  wealthy  class,  while  the 
n^mainder  of  the  people  were  miserably 
poor,  and  in  another  there  might  be  a 
large  body  of  prosperoas  artisans  and 
lower  middle  class.  But  it  was  a  com- 
monplace with  resp««ct  to  Ireland  that 
the  proeperoua  middle  daaa  waa  absent, 
and  that  there  was  a  great  gulf  between 
the  two  s4<ctions  of  the  population.  The 
wealthy  in  Ireland,  though  not  so  rich 
at  tho  wealthy  class  in  England,  were 
yot  not  so  much  poorer  than  the  corre- 
sponding class  in  P^gland  as  the  poor 
ol  Ireland  were  poorer  than  the  poor  of 
En(r»and.  Between  the  very  rich  and 
tho  very  poor  in  England  there  waa  a 
Urge  class  of  |MTsotis  r«>ming  gradoally 
down  who  were  all  just  under  tho  In- 
come Tax.  When,  however,  they  g«>t 
out  of  the  ranks  of  the  wealthy  in  Ire- 
laad«  they  at  once  dropped  into  the  great 
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with  no  intervening  middle  class.  What- 
ever was  the  case  during  a  period  of 
oomparatire  prosperity  in  the  past,  the 
great  wave  of  depression  which  had 
passed  over  England  as  well  as  Ireland 
had  notoriously  stnick  the  agricultural 
class  more  severely  than  the  manufac- 
turing or  trading  class.  As  the  people 
of  Ireland  were  only  an  agricultural 
class,  they  had,  consequently,  suffered 
infinitely  more  severely,  and  the  poverty 
which  had  always  existed  became  in- 
tensified. His  hon.  Friend,  therefore, 
was  really  doing  less  than  justice  to  Ire- 
land in  taking  the  Income  Tax  as  the 
test.  In  Ireland  the  tax  produced 
about  £500,000,  as  against  upwards  of 
£10,000,000  in  England.  Thus,  Ire- 
land's wealth  ought  to  be  reckoned  as 
l-20th  of  that  of  England  alone,  whereas 
she  paid  1-1 0th  of  the  whole  Bevenue  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  Therefore,  he 
believed  his  hon.  Friend  would  be  inside 
the  truth  if  he  said  that  on  the  present 
basis  of  taxation  Ireland  had  been  pay- 
ing more  than  twice  her  share.  Any 
arguments  based  on  the  assumption  that 
a  due  proportion  was  spent  in  Ireland 
were  entirely  beside  the  question.  It 
was  a  wasteful  expenditure,  necessitated 
by  ill-government,  and  was  a  practical 
waste  of  money.  It  was  true  that  by  an 
imposition  of  taxes  upon  the  wealthy 
classes  in  Ireland  something  might  be 
done  to  redress  the  balance;  but  the 
taxes  from  which  the  wealthier  classes 
were  exempted  were  very  small — as,  for 
instance,  the  Land  Tax,  which  did  not 
produce  much.  He  did  not  believe  that 
such  a  tax  would  make  any  appreciable 
difference  in  the  Bevenue.  The  House 
was  perfectly  welcome  to  put  on  a  Land 
Tax  at  once  on  the  wealthier  dasses  if 
they  would  redress  the  grievances  of  the 
poor  of  Ireland.  Then  it  was  said  that 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  Irish  capital 
invested  in  England.  But  that  was  far 
more  than  compensated  by  English  in- 
vestments in  Ireland.  The  more  this 
question  was  examined  the  more  it 
would  be  found  that  it  was  not  a  matter 
of  aneient  history,  but  would  be  found 
to  be  one  of  pressing  interest  when  the 
relations  of  the  two  countries  came  to  be 
re-a4justed,  as  they  would  in  the  course 
of  a  very  short  time.  It  would  be  one 
of  the  main  points  for  inquiry,  if  the 
whole  question  were  gone  into,  how  Ire- 
land came  to  be  charged  with  ashare  of 
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f erent  from  what  was  provided  for  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Union; 
whetner  that  was  done  justly ;  whether 
at  present  Ireland  was  not  paying  an 
undue  proportion  of  the  general  Expen- 
diture; and,  further,  whether,  in  Uie 
times  when  the  Irish  Exchequer  waa 
managed  separately,  those  having  charge 
of  it  did  not,  in  the  dark  and  with- 
out any  control,  practise  a  wholesale 
and  monstrous  robbery,  amounting  to 
£  1 00,000,000.  His  own  desire  and  view 
as  to  the  issue  of  this  question  would  be 
that  some  arrangement  might  be  come 
to  which  would  be  accepted  on  all  sides 
as  a  fair  and  just  arrangement — ^that 
they  should  mutually  consent  simply  to 
draw  a  veil  over  the  past  and  agree  to 
do  justice  to  each  other  in  the  future. 

Thb  SECBETABY  to  thx  TBEA- 
8UBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb)  thanked 
the  hon.  Qentleman  opposite  for  the 
spirit  in  which  he  had  initiated  the  pre- 
sent discussion ;  and  to  the  Motion 
which  had  been  submitted  to  the  House 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  offer 
no  opposition.  Their  desire  was  to  as* 
certain  what  were  the  real  facts  of  the 
ease.  He  was  quite  sure  that  no  one  in 
that  House  wished  otherwise  than 
that  while  Ireland  should  not  enjoy 
exceptional  advantages  she  should  not 
bear  exceptional  burdens.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 
Campbell)  had  imported  Scotland  into 
the  matter;  and  the  same  remark,  of 
course,  applied  to  Scotland.  Might  he 
be  permitted  to  apply  it  to  England 
also? — ^beoause  such  re-adjustments  aa 
were  proposed  for  Ireland  and  for  Soot- 
land  mignt  possibly  tend  to  press  some- 
what severely  on  tne  English  taxpayer. 
He  was  quite  willing  to  admit,  in  the 
first  instance,  that  we  oould  not  exclude 
from  consideration  the  relative  capacity 
of  those  upon  whom  the  taxation  fell. 
He  himself  oould  not  see  that  we  could 
upon  any  principle  simply  take  up  the 
sum  total  of  the  amount  to  be  raised 
and  divide  that  by  the  sum  total  of 
population,  and  then  say  the  taxation 
should  be  borne  in  those  proportions. 
To  take  one  illustration,  the  entire 
amount  raised  in  this  country  on  tobaoeo 
was  in  the  last  year,  for  which  he  had 
the  Betum  before  him,  £8,800,000,  of 
which  Scotland  psid  £807,000,  or  one* 
tenth,  whereas  the  amount  oontri- 
buted  by  Ireland  was  £1, 200,000.  or 
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•boot  <m%MfwwkA  of  Iho  whole.  Now, 
wkon  tho  HoiiM  rooMOibond  thai  wImo 
mn  Irish  ptMani  sjMnl  6^.  on  tobaooo 
ko  paid  6A  ia  Uatatioa,  thaj  would 
fBwoibor  what  a  imj  hmwj  bmdoii 
this  tspoMd  ott,  porhapt,  tho  most  no- 
MMttoQs  ciaM  of  too  Community.  With 
rolwnoo  to  tho  gonorml  fijCUfM,  the 
tnxntion  bone  by  OtmI  Britnin  in 
18^1  wnt  £49,250,000,  of  whioh  the 
■QB  nieed  in  Ireland  wne  £4,000,000. 
In  1861  the  taxation  of  Great  Britain 
had  fproag  np  to  £67,500,000,  of  whieh 
there  waa  laiaed  in  Ireland  £6,500,000. 
In  1871  the  figures  were  praeticaUy 
stationary;  but  in  1888  the  taxation 
of  Great  Britain  had  advanoed  to 
£66.500,000,  whersae  that  of  Ireland 
still  rsoMined  at  £6,500,000.  Therefore, 
although  there  had  been  a  very  large— 
as  he  thought,  a  too  large  increase  in 
the  taxation  and  Bxpenditure  of  the 
oountry  in  that  time,  yet  his  hon.  Friend 
would  see  that  the  extra  burden  of  the 
taxatioa  impoeed  in  the  period  referred 
to  had  been  borne  to  a  great  extent  by 
Great  Britain,  and  not  by  Ireland.  Now, 
the  Be?enue  of  Great  Britain,  aooording 
to  the  Return  he  held  in  his  hand,  was 
£66,250,000  in  1 888,  and  the  population 
90,500,000,  making  the  arerage  taxa- 
tion per  head  £2  3«.  Sd.  In  Ireland  in 
the  same  period,  the  Bereaue  being 
£6,750,000,andthepopulation5,000,000, 
the  taxation  was  equal  to  £1  6«.  4i.  per 
head,  showfaig  a  rery  considerable  oif* 
fcrsooe  per  head  as  between  the  two 
oenntries.  Some  of  the  criticisms  in  re- 
fsrsBoe  to  this  Betum  he  admitted  were 
not  inacourate ;  but  taking  the  ^ear 
1864*6,  he  would  ghre  hie  hon.  Fnend 
the  exact  amount  paid  into  the  Exdie* 
msr.  In  Customs,  £1,928,000;  Excise, 
£4,270,000 ;  Stampe,  £610,000;  Inoome, 
Tax,  £564,000 ;  Total,  £7,872,000.  But 
that  aiMunt  had  to  be  adjusted  in  two 
directions ;  it  had  to  be  increased,  and  it 
had  to  bo  decreased.  There  was  a  eon* 
iiderable  amount  of  duty  leried  in  Ire- 
had  in  the  shape  of  Bxcise  on  wouiU  and 
beer  whieh  were  consumed  ia  Bngiand, 
and  the  duty  on  whieh,  of  oourse,  was 
paid  by  the  consumer;  and,  on  the 
ether  hand,  there  was  a  certain  quan« 
tity  of  tea  and  other  Customs-bearing 
armies  the  duty  on  which  was  paid  in 
Bhgland,  but  which  were  consumed  ia 
Ireland.  In  thie  and  other  ways  thsre 
waa  eoaeiderahle  diAoulty  in  ascsKain- 
iag  endily  what  waa  the  true 
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tion  of  taxee  leried  upon  Ireland.  H 
had,  with  the  ssristanoe  of  theirery  aUa 
oAeere  of  the  Treasury,  giren  hie  beet 
attention  to  this  mattsr ;  and  the  result 
he  had  arrired  at  was  that  the  nettaxa* 
tion  borne  by  the  people  of  Ireland  in  the 
financial  year  enoisg  March,  1885,  was 
about  £6,500,000.  Sererting  to  the  ge- 
neral taxation  of  the  Kingdom,  he  found 
that  the  income  from  taxee  in  the  finan« 
cial  year  1884*5  was,  In  round  figures, 
£78,000,000— that  was  the  sum  raised 
in  the  Three  Kingdoms.  Of  that 
£73,000,000,  £58,840,000  was  raised 
in  England  and  Walee,  £8,005,000  ia 
Soodand,  and  the  amount  nised  in  Ire- 
land was  the  figure  he  had  named.  He 
was  not  in  those  figures  including  the 
Poet  OiBce,  Ibr  it  was  not  a  source  of 
Berenue,  but  a  business  cerried  on  by 
the  State.  It  was,  Indeed,  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  national  aocouats  were 
kept  so  as  to  include  the  Poet  Office  Be- 
tnnis,  f(v  it  led  to  wrong  ideas  on  the  sub- 

I'ect.  For  instance,  people  talked  about 
burdens  of  £80,000,000,  £90,000,000, 
and  £100,000,000  on  die  taxpayers, 
while,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  taxa- 
tion last  year  was  only  £78,000,000. 
To  this  taxation  Ireland  oontribuled 
£6,500,000,  or  about  1-1 1th.  It  waa 
necessary  to  consider  the  local  expendi- 
ture of  that  money>  though  he  knew 
that  this  was  a  delicate  snlijeot  as  re- 
garded Ireland.  They  were,  howerer, 
confronted  with  the  expenditure  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  he  must  consider  it,  though 
he  expressed  no  opinion  ae  to  whetur 
the  expenditure  was  ia  all  respects  wise 
or  not  He.  of  course,  did  not  fsslsn 
upon  Irelana  any  special  chaige  for  the 
military  in  Ireland.  The  actual  Ghril 
Serriee  Expenditure  in  Irslaad  waa,  ex- 
dustre  of  collection  of  Berenue  expsneee, 
£4,000,000  out  of  that  £6,500,000  which 
it  cotttriDUtea. 

Mn.  PABNBLL  ashed  if  that  in- 
cluded the  Oonstabulaty  f 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLKB  said,  it  eer> 
taialy  did,  and  the  Constabulary  Vote 
formed  a  large  portion  of  it  It  was 
kst  year  £1,500,000.  In  Bnglaad  there 
was  a  Constabulary  Vote,  too,  die  only 
diffstenee  being  that  only  half  the  ex- 
penses of  the  B»>gitai^  Constabulary 
were  paid  from  the  Consolidated  Funo, 
whereas  the  whole  expense  wne  paid  In 
the  case  of  Ireland. 

Ha.  SEXTON:  Will  yon  gifu  die 
items  of  the  £4,000,000  r 
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Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  he  was 
hardly  able  to  do  that  withoat  ref  erenee. 
Edaoation»  he  waa  glad  to  say,  now 
amoimted  to  nearly  £1,000,000  a-year 
in  Ireland.  There  were  law  and  jostice 
and  other  items  that  brought  up  the  ex- 
pense for  what  might  be  termed  the  local 
fovemment  of  Ireland  to  £4,000,000. 
he  Imperial  Charges  on  the  Oonso- 
lidated  Fund  might  be  taken  at 
£31,000,000,  and  £30,000,000  for  the 
Army  and  Navy,  and  that  made 
£61,000,000  for  Imperial  Charges.  To 
this  Ireland's  oontribution  was  about 
£2,600,000,  and  he  would  be  within  the 
mark  if  he  said  that  Ireland's  oontri* 
bution  was  less  than  l-20th  of  these 
Imperial  Charges.  It  therefore  ap- 
peared  that  Irdand,  in  round  figures, 
contained  one-seventh  of  the  popmation 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  contributed 
about  1-1 1th  of  the  gross  Seyenue,  and 
after  deducting  the  cost  of  local  go* 
▼emment  lees  than  l-20th  to  Imperial 
Charges.  He  did  not  desire  to  argue 
about  these  figures,  but  to  place 
them  before  the  House  for  due  con* 
aideration.  Attention  had  been  cidled 
to  the  poyerty  of  Ireland  as  oompiured 
with  Scotland.  Ireland  certainly  had 
not  the  reeouroes  and  reservoirs  of  mine- 
ral wealth  possessed  by  Scotland.  There 
was,  in  fact,  an  enormous  disproportion 
between  the  wealth  of  Scotland  and  that 
of  Ireland.  But  he  did  not  think  that 
Ireland  was  on  those  retrograde  lines 
that  had  been  deseribed.  A  good  test 
of  wealth— a  more  accurate  test  than 
the  payment  of  taxation  or  Income  Tax 
—was  the  amount  paid  for  Legacy  and 
Succession  Duty  in  respect  of  property 
in  the  countiT.  In  1871  the  property  in 
Ireland  on  which  Legacy  and  Succession 
Duty  were  assessed  was  £7,600,000  in 
▼alue,  while  in  1884  it  was  £10,660,000. 
The  Income  Tax  Betnms  told  the  same 
story.  In  1 87 1  the  gross  amount,  without 
deductions,  on  whidithe  tax  wasoharged, 
was  £26,000,000  ;  in  1874  it  was 
£86,000,000;  and  the  actual  payments 
were  on  £27,000,000.  Unoer  these 
ciroumstances,  he  did  not  think  they 
ought  to  take  so  very  gloomy  a  view  of 
the  financial  condition  of  IreUnd  as  had 
been  presented  by  some  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  He  had  no  objection  to  grant 
the  Betuzn  asked  for,  and,  if  the  Scotch 
Members  desired,  to  include  Scotland 
within  its  scope ;  and  he  hoped  and  be- 
lieved that,  whatever  comae  might  be 


taken,  full  justice  would  be  done  in  this 
matter  to  tiie  claims  of  England,  Ire- 
land, and  Scotland. 

Mb.  J.  F.  X.  O'BBIEN   said,  he 
should  not  pretend  to  add  anything  to 
the  information  which  had  already  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men.   He  was  able  to  do  little  more 
than  recapitulate  the  figures  and  h^eU 
to  which  tiiey  had  already  listened.    In 
1841  the  taxation  of  Great  Britain  was 
£2  9«.  9^d.  per  head,   and  in  Ireland 
9«.  fi^i.,   Ireland's   proportion  of   the 
gross  taxation  being  about  l-12th.    In 
1871  the  taxation  in  Great  Britain  was 
£2  2«.  l^i.,  and  in  Ireland  £1  6f.  3}^., 
certainly  a  vastly  disproportionate  ar- 
rangement While  the  taution  of  Great 
Britain  declined  moderatelv,  that  of  Ire- 
land was  increased  to  nearW  three  timea 
what  it  was  in  1841.    In  Great  Britain 
the  population  rapidly  increased  and  the 
taxation  fell,  while  in  Ireland  the  popu- 
lation diminished  and  the  taxation  in- 
creased.   According  to  the  asseesment 
for   Income   Tax   in    1861,    Ireland'a 
wealth — Ireland's  capacity  to  pay  taxes 
—was  1-1 7th  that  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
in  1882  it  had  dedtned  to  the  propottioa 
of  1  to  21.    This,  he  submitted,  was  a 
Ter^  fair  indication  of  the  relatire  ca- 
pacity of  the  several  Kingdoms  to  contri- 
bute to  the  National  Expenditure.  It  waa 
no  answer  to  the  charge  that  the  taxa- 
tion of  Ireland  was  unfair  to  say  that 
Ireland  was  free  from   certain    taxes 
which  were  levied  in   Great   Britain* 
ThcT  had  no  objection  at  all  to  tfio 
wealthy  classes  of  Ireland  being  taxed 
the  same  as   the   wealthy    olssses   ia 
England ;  but  what  was  complained  of 
was  that  Ireland,  as  a  whole,  was  over- 
burdened with  taxation  of  a  geneni 
kind.  While  Great  Britain  with  its  vast 
wealth  paid  only  2#.  6i.  in  tihe  pound  on 
its  income,  impoverished  Ireland  psid 
6«.  Sd»  in  the  pound  on  her  income.  The 
population  and  wealth  of  Great  Britain 
increased  and  taxation  declined.  While 
the  population  and  wealth  of  Ireland 
declined  rapidly,  Irish  taxation  per  head 
almost  trebledfrom  1841  to  1871.  When 
in  1863  it  was  proposed  to  increase  the 
taxation  of   Ireland,  the   taxataon   <rf 
Great  Britain  was  subjected  to  a  net 
reduction  of  £1,040,000,   which  drew 
from  an  English  Member  of  this  House 
— Sir  Francis  Barinff — a  protest  against 
the  conduct  pursued  towards  Imand. 
No  one  could  de^y  that  wrong  and  in- 
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j  a*tio»  werothiu inflicted  upon  that  coon- 
trr.  l>r.  Johnson  muat  have  known  hi« 
c^^uBtrjman  wtrj  well  when  he  warned 
t}.«*  Imh  people  that  if  they  erer  en- 
tff*rrdinto  a  Legiftlative  Union  with  Eng- 
land, Ireland  would  be  robbed.  Cer- 
tai&ly  Ireland  had  boen  robbed. 

TiiK  FIKST  LORD  or  the  TREA- 
S  TRY <  Mr.  W.  K.  Gladhtoxb^  :  I  should 
I  e  rery  eorry  to  disturb  in  any  deffroe  the 
<<x<^Uent  spirit  which  has  penradod  this 
d««bate,  and  I  do  not  think  that  anything 
I  hare  to  nay  will  produce  that  clfect.  I 
most  admit  that  the  question  has  bi^en 
approached  from  all  sides  in  a  consido- 
rate  spirit,  and  in  that  I  rejoice,  for  this 
n^ason  aboro  all  others,  that  there  is  no 
(••her  hope  of  arriring  at  a  definite  set- 
tivniont  of  the  question.  It  does  not 
a  loiit  demonstratiTu  handling.  It  has 
I'^en  found  extremely  diflirult  on  all 
v.'loa.  The  rifcht  hon  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Fldin burgh  (Mr.  Goschen) 
stated  with  truth  that  we  could  not  ex- 
pect to  make  great  advance  by  moans  of 
this  debate,  and  he  exnresst^d  the  wioh 
that  a  Committee  ahouid  be  app4»inted 
to  examine  it  more  thoroughlr.  That  is 
a  most  natural  wiiih ;  but  it  behoves  us 
to  rreoUcct  that  Comroittoen  hare  Ix^en 
appointed  for  the  pur]»oso  (»f  examining 
tKis  oaeslion,  and  **  bolting  it  to  the 
bran,*  and  that  the  last  of  theno  Com- 
niitteet,  at  any  rate,  which  I  will  take 
as  the  most  im]K>rtant,  has  not  }>iM*nabli» 
t<'.irriTeatadotitiitec<inrIuftion.  TbeO  lu- 
n«ittr«  of  lHf>J"l«  whirh  wan  a|ii>->iiited 
f  r  tbi*  expr«*i>«  purpoM*  of  det(«rmining, 
it  \my^i\i\f*,  within  th<»  ('ommitt<*e  Room 
whether  In*land  pays  excoMirely  or  not 
in  proportion  to  her  mean h— that  Com- 
mittee arrived  at  no  conclusion,  and 
made  no  Report  upon  that  subject.  But 
the  Committee  made  a  very  full  Ri*iK>rt 
upott  the  general  subj<>ct  and  upon  many 
Ifiinta.  and  evidently  gave  very  great 
atteatiiMi  and  labour  to  the  invest) ga- 
t.*>n;  but  uron  the  main  tK>int  I  do  not 
think  that  tlie  moftt  careful  examination 
of  the  Iteport  will  nucceinl  in  discoverinf? 
any  distinct  utt««rances  on  the  part  of  th<' 
( *  immittee.  The  Committf«*  was  obli{;*Hl 
t<»  give  the  go-by  to  th««  quf»ti«>n,  f«»r  thi* 
%t*r^  simple  r<'a«on  thst  it  could  n**i 
arrive  at  any  amount  of  unanimity,  even 
by  a  maioritv,  on  that  point.  '  1  felt 
inj self  obliged,  having  littrned  with  in- 
terssC  lo  the  whole  of  the  debate,  to 
&oti<-«  one  or  two  propoaitioos  to  whieh 
I  am  bovad  to  aay  i  oaanoi  aeeede»  and 


by  which  I  cannot  bo  bound,  and  espe- 
cially the  proposition  which  appears  a 
favourite  one  with  Irish  Members  on 
tho«o  occasions — namely,  that  the  yield 
of  the  Income  Tax  affords,  upon  broad 
and  general  grounds,  a  fair  and  just 
test  of  the  ability  of  Ireland  to  pay 
taxes,  and,  therefore,  of  the  measure  in 
which  taxation  should  be  paid  by  Ire- 
land. I  think  it  is  much  more  true  that 
the  yield  of  the  Income  Tax  is  one  of 
the  elements  necessary  in  order  to  enable 
us  to  form  the  best  judgment  we  can 
upon  the  matter;  but  the  reasons  are 
distinct  why  we  cannot  possibly  take  it 
as  an  absolute  measure.  [Sir  Josxpn 
M^Kexxa  :  Hear,  hear !]  I  am  glad 
that  the  Mover  of  the  Motion,  whom  I 
compliment  on  the  manner  in  whioh  it 
was  moved,  admits  that  proposition. 
Undoubtedly,  it  is  the  fact  that  so  far 
as  Si*h(«dule  A  is  concerned — I  am  not 
aware  that  the  same  observation  would 
apply  to  (Schedule  B— and  I  do  not  urge 
it  in  that  case ;  because  there,  although 
an  apparent  ine<|uality,  unquestionably 
as  far  aa  Schedule  A  is  concerned — 
which  in  Ireland  bears  a  very  import- 
ant proporticm  to  the  whole^the  tax- 
payer in  Ireland  has  considerable  advan- 
tage, a  large  advantage,  as  compartnl 
with  the  taxpayer  in  England.  II o  ]>ay8 
upon  his  net  income  by  no  means  so 
much,  inasmuch  as  he  pays  uimn  valua- 
tion, whereas  in  England  and  Scotland 
—in  £kt>tUnd  with  one  exception,  and 
in  Koglnnd  with  no  exception — the  tax 
%B  paid  upon  the  gn>M  rental,  which  in- 
cludes not  only  chargi^  of  mana^ment, 
but  includes  chargen  for  n*pairs.  in  many 
ca»es  extremely  heavy,  the  charge  in 
England  forming  a  considerable  pro|M)r- 
tion,  sometimes  10,  lo,  and  even  *20  per 
cent  of  the  rental.  These  repairs,  which 
are  absolutely  nc^cessary  to  keep  the 
pn>pi*rty  going,  and  enable  it  to  pay 
taxe«  at  all,  are  subject  to  taxes.  This 
is  ono  reason  why  you  cannot  take 
Int  fine  Tax  aa  a  tent.  A  second  reason 
is  that  a  proportion  of  Imome  Tax  is 
paid  by  Irtshmen  in  England,  to  which 
there  is  n«jthing  to  corre<*|K)nd  on  the 
«>ther  ftide  of  the  account,  and  tl.at 
iitao'jiit.  whatever  it  may  be,  bwtlU  the 
pro(M>rtion  of  the  Engli'^h  Income  Tax 
in  comparison  with  the  Income  Tax  in 
Inland.  But  I  must  also  say  that  the 
relative  distribution  in  society  airc<<ta 
the  Income  Tax  in  Ireland  verr  diffe* 
rently  fmn  tha  manaar  in  which  fing- 
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land  is  touched  bj  it.  Some  Qentlemen 
have  assumed,  not  like  the  Mover  of  the 
Motion,  that  absolutely  the  Income  Tax, 
be  what  it  may,  affords  a  just  test.  If 
the  Income  Tax  is  to  afford  the  test  of 
ability,  the  first  thing  you  must  do  in 
order  to  raise  the  presumption  is  to 
apply  it  to  all  incomes.  If  you  apply  it 
to  all  incomes —of  course,  that  is  impos* 
sible — it  would  be  obviously  necessary 
to  do  so  to  get  at  the  taxable  ability. 
There  is  another  subject  to  which  I  wdl 
refer — namely,  the  very  large  expendi- 
ture of  the  Imperial  Exchequer  for  the 
Oivil  Service  of  Ireland.  It  has  been 
said  by  some  Gentlemen  representative 
of  Ireland  that  Ireland  derives  no  benefit 
from  tbat  expenditure.  I  will  not  say 
whetber  Ireland  derives  benefit  or  not, 
or  bow  far  it  ought  to  be  charged  against 
her  in  an  account  of  this  kind  ;  but  one 
thing  I  will  say,  in  connection  with  a 
long  experience  at  the  Treasury,  that  I 
have  always  observed  when  there  has 
been  a  question  of  diminishing  that 
expenditure  at  any  point,  or  in  any  par- 
ticular, such  proposals  have  not  been 
received  with  favour  by  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers. I  recollect  one  particular  occa- 
sion in  which  it  was  proposed  to  intro- 
duce a  measure  for  effecting  a  large  and 
very  important,  and  evidenuy  necessary, 
eoonomy  in  certain  classes  of  Irish 
establishments,  that  an  Irish  Member  of 
great  ability  gave  fair  Notice  to  the 
Government  that  he  would  oppose  the 
Bill,  not  because  the  reduction  was  not 
necessary,  but  unless  the  Government 
gave  a  pledge  that  the  money  to  be 
aaved  by  it  should  be  expended  else- 
where in  Ireland  for  Irish  purposes.  I 
do  not  complain  of  that,  although  I 
think  it  was  pushing  things  rather 
far.  But  you  canuot,  at  the  same  time 
Tou  hold  that  language,  say  that  Ire- 
land derives  no  benefit  from  this  ex- 
penditure. If  she  has  no  interest  in 
it  why  show  so  considerable  anxiety 
that  it  should  not  be  diminished  ?  I  do 
not  give  any  positive  opinion  upon  the 
subject ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  from 
the  fault  of  Ireland,  but  through  the 
operation  of  complex  causes,  especially 
of  the  financial  administration  of  this 
country,  it  has  been  found  during  the 
whole  period  of  my  experience  Yery 
much  more  difficult  to  apply  principles 
of  sound  eoonomy  to  the  details  of  ad- 
ministration in  Ireland  than  in  England 
or  Sootland.    I  think  that  is  to  bis  ao- 

Mr.  W.  B.  GlaMone 


counted  for  by  large  considerationSy  into 
which  I  will  not  enter,  and  I  am  not 
referring  to  it  as  a  matter  of  complaint. 
I  make  this  concession  fully  to  the  Mover 
of  the  Motion  and  the  Irish  Bepresenta- 
tives.  It  was  made  by  the  Committee 
of  1863-4.  They  did  not  make  it  in  ex- 
press terms,  but  I  cannot  have  any  doubt 
upon  the  subject.  The  Committee  of 
1 863-4  referred  to  various  considerations, 
and  said  these  considerations  unques- 
tionably pointed  towards  the  condusion 
that  the  proportion  fixed  under  the  Union 
arrangement— namely,  a  proportion  of  2 
to  15  in  the  expenditure  for  Ireland — 
was  too  high.  I  make  the  aduusnon 
frankly;  I  think  it  is  too  high.  The 
Committee  went  on  to  say,  with  perfect 
truth,  that  Ireland  had  never  paid  that 
proportion.  That  I  believe  to  be  un* 
questionably  true.  The  question  whe- 
ther Ireland  has  paid  too  much  or  not  is 
another  matter,  which  may  deserve  very 
careful  consideration.  I  think  the  ques- 
tion is  of  great  interest.  It  is  worth 
while  to  say  one  word  upon  the  chapter 
of  finance  to  which  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  referred  as 
exhibiting  a  probable  test  of  the  relative 
wealth  of  the  three  countries,  and  that 
is  the  amount  of  property  upon  which 
Legacy  and  Succession  Dutiesnave  been 
levied.  These  Legacy  and  Succession 
Duties  are  singularly  variable  from  year 
to  year.  I  have  often  been  surprised  in 
Treasury  administration  at  the  degree  in 
which  they  vary  from  year  to  year,  even 
in  a  country  Uke  England,  where  the 
amounts  are  at  all  times  so  vast.  I  am 
inclined — I  will  not  dogmatixe  upon  the 
subject — but  I  am  inclined  to  put  to  the 
House  that  upon  the  whole  the  amount 
of  property  over  a  sufficient  number  of 
years  chargeable  to  Legacy  and  Succes- 
sion Duties  is  perhaps  the  very  faireet 
tost  that  we  could  get  of  relative  ability 
to  bear  taxation.  It  is  certainly  not  open 
to  thesame  objections  as  the  Income  Tax. 
Upon  the  other  hand,  there  are  no  doubt 
exemptions  in  the  Legacy  and  Succession 
Duties ;  but  these  exemptions,  especially 
as  they  have  recently  been  shaped,  are 
exemptions  entirely  applicable  to  the 
class  of  such  very  limited  means  that  no 
one  would  wish,  if  he  could  avoid  it,  to 
make  them  in  any  heavy  degree  subjeeu 
of  taxation.  Now,  Sir,  the  Betom  which 
my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  had 
in  his  hand  does  not  give  ns  the  sum 
total  of  these  Legacy  and  Boocsssioa 
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I>utira  for  a  large  namb^r  of  rears.  That 
\%  U)  Mj,  the  aama  are  not  added  up,  and 
I  had  not  time  to  add  ap  all  the  ngures 
cif  a  total  of  H  or  1 5  yearn.  But  I  hare 
taken  the  throe  last  of  thoae  jears,  and 
I  am  bound  to  mjt  that  my  strong  im- 
I>rec«on  u  that  that  is  not  at  all  a  mo'Io 
4»f  prot^ee^ling  unfavourable  to  Ireland. 
But  I  am  bound  to  obserro  that  in  the 
firel  of  the  three  yeare— that  is,  1881-2^ 
the  amount  in  Ireland  was  extremely 
low,  and  lower  than  at  any  time  during 
the  1 1  years.  It  was  only  £7, 142,000 ; 
whereastheyearbeforeitwas£9,000,000; 
and  the  year  after  it  was  £9,525,000. 
The  next  lowest  year  is  1879,  when  it 
was  £7,532,000.  Ireland,  therefore,  in 
my  computatitin,  gets  the  benefit  of  that 
cxc<»Miraly  low  year.  Now,  Sir,  the 
result  of  my  comparison  is  thin^I  take 
the  thn*e  last  rtars ;  I  add  them  to- 
gether ;  I  find  that  the  property  charge* 
abU  to  liogacy  and  Succession  Dutit^  in 
( treat  Britain  during  the^i*  three  rears 
was  £361,000,000;  I  find  that  during 
the  three  roars  the  amount  chargeable 
in  In^land  was  about  £28,000,000  ;  and 
dividing  the  sums  one  by  the  othor  the 
result  is  that  tho  wealth  of  Ireland  as 
teeiwi  by  that  test  is  as  1  to  13.  My 
contention  is  that,  upon  the  wholo,  the 
{iruperty  chargeable  to  these  Duties 
affords  the  fairest  test  that  we  can  get 
I  gire  thi^,  not  as  absolutely  aci  ur.it e, 
but  as  vt«ry  near  the  mark.  I  will  only 
say,  further,  that  I  agroo  with  Membrrs 
who  har«»  said  thi^  nulijirt  cannot  rlnop 
very  long.  It  is  quite  <«Tidcnt  that  th<*re 
ar«  othor  relations  hot W(»en  Knglaudand 
Ireland  besidv*  thono  of  diriH^t  taxation 
which  ought  to  bo  tak«  n  into  rlew, 
which  ha\e  been  very  important  in  for* 
mer  times,  and  which  may  become  still 
Bsore  important — I  mfnn  the  relations 
which  subsist  between  Irvland  as  a 
debtor  and  England  as  a  creditor.  I  am 
sure  Gentlemen  who  sit  n|i|>i.<»i:o,  in  tht« 
spirit  <«f  candour  whit  h  tli«*y  have  »hown 
to-night,  will  admit  that  Irvland  has 
received  rerr  considorablo  advantages 
from  tho  UM-  of  the  I mi»<*rial credit  in  the 
r«*Ution  to  which  I  hare  juiit  roft*rrod. 
Woll,  Sir,  it  may  ht*  that  cnumiitances, 
if  th«  r  «ho*jIil  lead  to  furthiT  and  more 
exti'n<ied  attempts  to  di*ai  with  ques- 
tions profoundly  afTutiog  Ireland,  such 
as  the  question  4»f  In<ih  land,  may  open 
up  tha  whole  of  that  subject  upon  such 
a  seals  as  to  make  it  absolutely  necss- 
safji  not  only  that  the  Oovemmont,  but  j 


likewise  the  House,  should  form  as  well 
as  it  may  a  conclusive  and  a  solid  judg* 
ment  upon  the  proportion  of  the  relative 
taxability.  I  beg  Members  to  remember 
that  this  is  a  subii»ct  that  doea  not  bear 
being  handled  by  demonstrative  evi- 
dence. Debate  it  as  long  as  you  will» 
appoint  as  many  Committees  ss  you  will, 
it  will  still  be  in  the  main  a  matter  of 
argument.  The  best  security  and  gua- 
rantee that  we  can  have  for  arriving 
with  tolerable  facility  at  some  tolerably 
fair  conclusion  is  Uiat  all  Qentlemen 
shall  endeavour  to  approach  tho  question 
in  a  thoroughly  considerate  spirit  and 
with  an  abatement  of  all  extreme  opi- 
nions. If  they  do  that,  I  believe  the 
matter  is  perfectly  capable  of  a  practical 
solution ;  and  it  is  because  I  tnink  the 
temper  that  has  been  shown  to-night 
affords  considerable  promise  of  progress 
in  that  direction,  should  the  necessity 
arise,  that  I  congratulate  the  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  and  the  House  upon  the  spirit  in 
which  the  debate  has  been  conducted. 

Cou)XEL  NOLAN  said,  they  must  all 
acknowledge  the  tone  and  spirit  in  which 
the  Prime  Minister  had  approached  the 
consideration  of  tho  subject,  and  the 
gouoral  character  of  his  statement.  The 
Prime  ^Itnister  appeared  to  consider  thai 
ultimately  when  the  Ketum  was  pro- 
cured it  would  at  least  tend  to  show  the 
relstivo  capacity  for  taxation  of  the  two 
countries.  He  looked  upon  the  Prims 
Minister  as  the  greatest  authority  on 
the  subj<*ct ;  but  in  this  instance  he  waa 
not  only  judge  but  advocate,  and  in  hia 
speech  he  possibly  selected  three  very 
gocNl  years  for  his  argument.  Accepting, 
hc»wever,  the  figures  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  the  three  years,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  Ireland  was  taxed  30  per  cent 
more  than  England.  The  general  g^st  of 
the  whole  statistics  on  the  subiect  waa  to 
put  the  capacity  of  Ireland  to  bear  taxa- 
tion at  between  1-I6lh  and  l-17th  of  the 
rapaeitr  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  if 
that  pnijK»]iition  was  correct,  it  followed 
very  nsturally  that  Ireland  waa  over- 
Uied.  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
had  stat4«d  the  total  taxation  levied  from 
Irelsnd  at  aliout  £<>..'> 00, ooo ;  but  they 
r«>uld  not  allow  the  figures  of  that  hon. 
Gentleman  in  tho  preM*nt  caso  to  poas 
unchallenged.  According  to  the  House 
of  (*ommons  Return  of  I  hm3,  the  taxa- 
tion levied  from  Ireland  he  took  to  be  a 
long  way  over  £7,000,000 ;  and,  there- 
fore, unless  there  had  bs^D  a  great  Csll- 
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ing  off  in  the  amount  Bince  then,  he 
thought  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
had  under- estimated  the  sum  paid  by 
Ireland.  That  hon.  Gentleman  had 
reckoned  the  amount  of  Public  Expen- 
diture in  Ireland  at  £4,000,000;  but 
how  was  that  sum  made  up?  Nearly 
£1,000.000  was  paid  for  education,  and 
the  Civil  Service  absorbed  '  nearly 
£2,000,000  ;  so  that  in  order  to  get  his 
total  of  £4,000,000  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  must  include  the  item  for  the 
Constabulary.  Now,  the  Constabulary 
were  a  very  expensive,  although  a  very 
useful,  force ;  thoy  were  armed  men, 
and  could  in  a  very  short  time  be  con- 
verted into  soldiers;  and  the  total  of 
£4,000,000  of  local  expenditure  in  Ire- 
land reckoned  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  largely  turned  on  the  question 
of  the  Constabulary,  and  whether  they 
were  to  be  considered  as  a  Civil  or  as  a 
Military  foixe.  They  were  told  that 
half  the  cost  of  the  police  was  paid  for 
in  England  by  the  ratepayers.  He  had 
looked  into  the  matter,  and,  as  far  as 
he  could  make  out,  he  gathered  that  in 
England  some  counties  paid  only  Id,  in 
the  pound  and  others  2d.  for  the  police ; 
whereas  in  Ireland,  although  they  re- 
ceived all  that  money  for  the  Constabu- 
lary, they  had  to  pay  9d.  in  the  pound 
in  some  counties  for  extra  police  alone. 
In  fact,  they  paid  in  Ireland  as  much, 
or  nearly  as  much,  for  extra  police  as 
was  paid  in  England  by  the  ratepayers 
for  ordinary  police ;  and  therefore  it 
was  incorrect  to  say  that  they  got  their 
police  for  nothing.  The  argument  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  that 
the  ditference  of  £2,500,000  between  the 
£6,500,000oftaxationandthe£4,000,0no 
of  local  expenditure  represented  Ire- 
land's contribution  towards  the  Imperial 
Exchequer,  and  that  that  contribution 
was  only  l-20th  of  the  whole  taxation  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  could  not  bo 
excessive.  The  Prime  Minister  had 
apoken  of  Ireland  as  being  l-18th  as 
rich  as  England  ;  but  he  rather  disputed 
the  accuracy  of  that  notion.  Ho  dis- 
puted the  contention  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasurv  that  the  Constabulary 
Force  of  Ireland  was  a  Civil  force ;  his 
opinion  was  that  the  Constabulary  was 
essentially  a  Military  force,  doing  police 
duty  occasionally.  As  to  the  contention 
that  Scotland  was  more  aggrieved  in  re- 
spect to  the  inequality  of  Imperial  taxa- 
tion than  Ireland,  he    admitted    that 

Cokneilfokn 


Scotland  contributed  a  far  larger  pro- 
portion in  taxation  as  compared  with  the 
amount  returned  to  it  in  the  shape  of 
local  expenditure  than  Ireland;  but 
then  the  circumstances  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland  in  respect  to  local  expenditure 
were  totally  different.  There  were  no 
great  State  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments maintained  in  Scotland  as  in  Ire- 
land ;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  Scotland  waa, 
in  respect  to  local  expenditure,  as  much 
a  part  of  England  as  was  Yorkshire  or 
Lancashire.  Then  Scotland  was  com- 
ratively  a  rich  country  as  compared  with 
Ireland.  Comparing  the  average  indi- 
vidual wealth  of  the  three  countries, 
they  were  represented  by  the  figures 
260,  276,  and  110,  the  latter  representing 
the  average  individual  wealth  in  Iro« 
land.  The  wealth  of  Scotland  formed 
1 1  per  cent  of  that  of  England,  and  its 
taxation  was  also  11  percent  of  the  taxa- 
tion of  England ;  so  that  Scotland  could 
not  complain  of  unfair  or  dispropor* 
tionate  taxation  in  comparison  with  its 
national  wealth.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  case  for  Ireland  amounted  to  this — 
that  while  her  wealth  only  amounted  to 
6  per  cent,  she  paid  in  taxation  9|  per 
cent.  The  question  of  expenditure  in 
Ireland  was  not  the  Question  before  the 
House  that  evening ;  but  he  might  re- 
mark that  a  more  unproductive  expendi- 
ture could  not  be  imagined.  There  were 
£4,500,000  spent  in  Ireland  on  soldiers, 
Constabulary,  the  Navy,  and  naval  and 
military  pensions.  The  great  militaxy 
countries  in  Europe,  weighed  down  as 
they  were  with  expenditure,  only  paid 
29  per  cent  of  their  gross  income  on 
military  establishments,  while  Ireland 
paid  at  least  50  per  cent.  What  the 
Irish  people  desired,  therefore,  was  to 
see  that  Ireland  paid  only  in  proportion 
to  her  wealth.  He  believed  the  more 
the  case  of  Ireland  was  sifted  the  more 
it  would  be  found  that  she  was  pajring 
a  proportion  of  taxation  largely  in  excess 
of  her  capacity. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  {Edinburgh)  said, 
from  the  length  of  time  to  which  this 
debate  had  extended  it  was  manifest 
that  hon.  Members  regarded  the  subject 
as  one  of  great  importance.  His  object 
in  rising  was  to  make  a  snffgesUon  so  as 
to  render  the  Betum  as  valuable  as  pos* 
sible.  The  Motion  proposed  that  the 
Betum  should  apply  to  Ireland  only; 
but  it  would  be  of  comparatively  small 
value  unless  they  had  similar  Astums 


1079     ApfinimenU  under      {Fsbsuabt  28,  ISB6} 


the  Crown, 


1074 


from  EngUmd  and  ScotUnd,  no  that  a 
fair  compartfloit  might  bo  made  of  tho 
Uoyaauofl  of  the  respectlTe  oountrios;  and 
that  was  what  ho  fancied  was  nrimarily 
aimod  at  bj  the  Motion.  lie  would 
sagM«t  that  the  words  *'  Great  Britain  ** 
be  deletiHl,  and  that  the  words  '*  Eog* 
land  and  Scotland  "  be  introduced.  lie 
thought  it  was  also  deairable  that  thoj 
should  hare  information  down  to  the 
latest  date* ;  and,  as  he  belioyed  the  Be- 
crvtarj  to  the  Treasury  was  ready  to  give 
the  figures  down  to  lbH5,  he  would  sug- 
gest that  this  Uotion  should  be  altered 
atvordinffly.  During  the  discussion  fre- 
qnent  reference  was  made  to  tlio  largo 
amount  of  moner  repaid  to  Ireland  for 
f*xpendtture  for  focal  pur(>oscs.  It  was 
▼ery  imp  >rtant  to  have  the  amounts  re- 
paid in  a  similar  manner  to  England  and 
8rotUnd  rospectirelj,  and  he  would 
suggest  that  the  Bcsolution  bo  amended 
with  that  objoot.  lie  had  all  the  more 
r«*ason  for  pressing  that,  seeing  the 
amount  repaid  or  expended  in  that 
manner  in  Scotland  was  comparatirely 


Notice  taken,  that  -10  Members  wore 
not  nri^Mnt;  IIoua(«  counted,  and  "lO 
Members  being  found  present. 

Ma.  J.  WILSON,  resuming,  moved 
t<)  amend  the  Mtition  by  subatitutinff 
the  words  "  Kogland  and  Scotland^ 
f'tr  'MJreat  Britain,*^  and  extending 
it«  9c  >{Mi  so  s*i  to  bring  the  figures 
d  >wn  to  tho  Intt***!  date,  and  so  as  to  in* 
I  lude  the  amounts  expended  in  England, 
Scvtlsad,  and  Ireland,  in  aid  of  local 

MiuESSLEMONT  seconded  the 
Ameadment. 

Amendment  made,  in  lines  3  and  4, 
by  leaving  out  tlie  words  *'  Great  Bri- 
tain,'* and  inM»rting  the  words  ''Eng- 
land and  Scotland,"  instead  then^of. 


Ma.  II.  n.  FOWLEU  said,  he  had 
no  objiHTtion  to  the  alteration. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 

'  (0. 


<h4tfw4^  Thftt  th«rr  U  Uia  brffwv  thU  H-  um". 
•  Rcivrm  of  Uk#  iwroa  Impcnal  iUvfoucof  lr»« 
b»4  4#rtTr«l  fron  tAS«ti«i,  ui4  of  th«  piypuU- 
ti «  ol  IrvUDd  for  tb«  }fftn  14^1,  \^\,  IrtTI. 
mmA  I  SSI,  and  a  \\k^  Rkvra  for  Eaffluid  sod 
H«««kA4  for  th*  Mm*  yfmx%  bnac  m  hoUi 
A  oaoUnMtioB,  In  Uko  fgcn.  of  I*- 
nifsr,  No.  407,  of  BwrioB  1S74. 


APPonmiENTs  rKPEH  the  CROWK. 

MOIMN   FOR  A   SKLEiT  COMMrrTEB. 

Mr.  HANDEL  CDSSIIAH.  in  rising 
to  call  attention  to  the  disparity  in  the 
salaries  and  duties  of  persons  holding 
public  offices  under  the  Crown  and 
otherwise  appointed ;  and  to  move  for  a 
Select  Committee 

**  Tu  inqoiro  into  tho  method  of  Appointment 
nntl  apjiortionmont  uf  laUnea  sad  dalles  onder 
tho  Cruwn,** 

said,  the  object  which  he  had  in  view 
was  to  Hoo  whether  he  could  be  instru- 
mental, in  however  small  a  way,  in  tho 
reduction  of  tho  public  burdens.  That 
there  was  room  for  reduction  was  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  the  Civil  Ex- 
penditure had  now  roached  nearly 
£18.000,000,  and  he  thought  very  large 
reductions  could  be  made  in  thst  sum 
without  any  injury  to  the  Public  Service. 
It  was  admitted  on  both  sides  that  the 
country  stood  in  need  of  economy.  Ilon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  acknowledged  that 
taxation  was  too  high,  and  he  homnl  he 
should  have  their  assistance  in  reducing 
it.  On  all  hands  we  heard  of  the  serious 
depression  under  which  trade  and  com- 
merce were  suifering.  He  begged  tlie 
House  to  n^colloct  the  enormous  rate  at 
which  the  Civil  Expenditure  had  been 
growing,  and  as  ho  had  the  honour 
t'>  represent  an  industrial  community 
Bristol)  which  suffered  greatly  from 
the  depression  of  trade  he  felt  bound 
to  try  to  do  something  to  lighten  tho 
burdens  of  the  people.  The  point  ho 
had  especially  to  establish  was  that  the 
salaries  paid  were  out  of  proportion  to 
the  work  done.  He  did  not  aim  at  any 
reduction  in  the  salaries  of  the  smaller 
ilss»  of  public  servants;  they  were 
underpaid.  The  class  at  whom  he  aimed 
were  nigh  up  in  the  scale,  and  received 
very  lar^  salaries  for  little  work.  The 
higher  they  wont  in  the  scale  tho  higlier 
the  salaries  were  for  littlo  work.  The  Lord 
Chancillor  received  £10,000  a-year — 
a  sum  e<iusl  to  tlie  salary  of  the  Pn*si- 
dent  of  the  United  States.  IIo  ventured 
t.>  say  that  the  duty  devolving  on  the 
I^rd  Chancellor  was  much  loss  than  that 
(lovolfing  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  Stat«'S,  and  yet  tho  Lord  Chan* 
oellor  not  only  received  £10,000  a-year 
while  in  Office  but  £o,000  a- year  after 
^uittinff  Uffici*.  He  did  not  so  much 
complain  of  the  salary  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor  while  ia  Offloa  as  he  did  of  his 
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pension.  Not  odIj  did  we  pay  one  Lord 
Chancellor  in  Office,  but  at  the  present 
moment  we  paid  two  ex-Lord  Chan- 
cellors, the  lato  Lord  Chancellor  having 
earned  a  pension  of  £5,000  a-year  by  a 
service  of  only  seven  months.  Was 
there  any  other  country  in  the  world 
that  would  suffer  this  ?  There  was  no 
country  in  the  world  with  so  many  highly 
paid  servants  out  of  office,  and  that  fact 
alone  would  justify  him  in  asking  for  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  this 
state  of  things,  and  he  appealed  to  the 
House  to  assist  him  with  a  Motion, 
which  if  carried  out  would,  ho  believed, 
result  in  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
public  burdens,  without  any  loss  of  effi- 
ciency. He  had  referred  to  the  salary 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  He  would  now 
pass  on  to  the  salaries  in  the  Post  Office, 
the  Savings  Banks,  and  the  Telegraph 
Department.  He  found  there  that  the 
Controller  of  the  Savings  Banks  had  a 
salary  of  £900  a-year,  while  the  mon 
who  did  the  work  had  salaries  of  £150. 
In  the  Post  Office  £108,000  was  voted 
for  superannuation  salaries  alone.  The 
engineer  of  the  telegraphs  had  £1,100 
salary,  while  his  assistant  had  £850,  and 
the  men  who  did  the  work  only  £150. 
Did  there  not  need  to  be  some  adjust- 
ment there  ?  Ho  was  exceedingly  sur- 
prised to  find  that  the  King  of  Greece 
got  £4,000  from  this  country,  in  addition 
to  £20,000  from  his  own  country— as  if 
money  was  no  object.  Then  in  the 
Education  Department  the  Chief  Inspec- 
tors got  £900  a-year  salary,  and  the 
Sub-Inspectors  £500  each,  and  so  on 
with  the  whole  army  of  Inspectors — an 
amount  of  remuneration  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  work  they  did.  He  would 
not  trouble  the  House  with  entering  at 
any  greater  length  into  the  details  of 
this  very  important  subject.  It  was 
wholly  unnecessary  for  him  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  by  doing  so,  be* 
cause  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
his  Motion  for  a  ^Select  Committee  it  was 
quite  sufficient  that  he  should  make  out 
a  primd  facie  case,  and  that,  he  must 
submit  to  the  House,  he  had  already 
done.  He  was  aware  that  the  question 
of  public  economy  was  in  the  most  com- 

£etent  hands  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
[ember  for  the  borough  of  Burnley 
(Mr.  By  lands),  and  he  need  hardly  say 
that  he  had  not  the  slightest  wish  to 
interfere  with  his  hon.  Fnend'a  conduct 
of  a  ease  of  which  he  was  eo  great  a 

Mr.  Htmdil  CoUhtm 


roaster,  and  with  which  he  was  so  tho- 
roughly able  to  deal.  He  was  aware 
that  his  hon.  Friend  had  on  the  Notice 
Paper  a  Motion  somewhat  to  the  same 
effect  as  that  which  he  was  now  sub- 
mitting to  the  House;  but  he  did  not 
think  that  the  two  Motions  would  inter- 
fere with  each  other.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  inclined  to  think  that  it  would 
strengthen  the  position  of  his  hon. 
Friend  if  the  House  would  be  good 
enough  to  accede  to  the  Motion  which 
he  (Mr.  Handel  Cossham)  was  then 
making.  He  sincerely  hoped  that  the 
House  would  be  good  enough  to  take 
that  course.  If  they  did  he  was  in  a 
position  to  pledge  himself  to  lay  before 
a  Select  Committee  an  abundant  array 
of  facts  in  support  of  his  Motion,  and  of 
the  case  he  was  then  endeavouring  to 
lay  before  the  House.  He  had,  on  that 
occasion,  taken  the  course  of  movine  for 
a  Select  (Tommittee,  by  whom  the  subject 
might  be  carefully  investigated,  because 
that  was,  he  believed,  the  only  Constitu- 
tional manner  in  which  they  could  reach 
the  object — ^the  promotion  of  economy 
— which  he  and  those  who  thought  with 
him  on  this  subject  had  in  view.  He 
had  not  made  a  direct  Motion  in  the 
sense  of  the  opinions  he  had  expressed, 
because  he  thought  that  it  would  in  the 
long  run  save  the  time  of  the  House  if 
he  were  to  submit  the  facts  in  his  pos- 
session to  a  Select  Committee  instead  of 
laying  them  in  the  first  instance  befon* 
the  House.  If  they  were  laid  before  tho 
House  they  would  rest,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, upon  his  statement  \  whereas  they 
could  be  sifted  and  placed  beyond  dis- 
pute by  a  Select  Committee.  He  would, 
therefore,  not  trouble  the  House  by 
entering  further  into  the  details  of  the 
subject,  but  would  conclude  that  short 
speech  by  making  the  Motion  which  ho 
had  already  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  seconded  the  Mo. 
tion.  He  spoke  in  the  interests  of  the 
working  classes,  and  protested  against 
the  constant  diminution  of  the  'suaries 
of  lower  class  officials  who  worked  very 
hard,  and  the  constant  increase  in  those 
of  those  more  highly  placed.  It  was 
the  latter,  and  not  the  poor  letter- 
carriers,  in  whose  remuneration  a  saving 
ought  to  be  effected.  In  the  Telegraph 
Department,  for  instance,  the  ConUolur 
in  London  received  seven  times  the 
salary  of  a  first-daas  telegraphist, 
whereas  in  Switserlaad   the 
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0«nOTml  of  the  whole  of  the  telegnphs 
on)j  receiTed  twice  at  much  as  a  first- 
claai  tolojpvphist.  In  Switserland  the 
telegraphs  were  eo  well  managed  that 
with  a  rate  of  lOtf.  for  20  woras  thoj 
had  been  able  to  repaj  the  whole  of 
the  original  capital  outlay  lor  oonetruo* 
tion ;  and  at  proMnt,  on  a  rate  of  bi. 
per  20  words,  the  profit  provided  the 
expense  of  the  necessary  apparatus  in 
eonstructing  telephones,  whereas  a  U. 
rate  in  this  country  had  not  been  remu* 
nerativo.  In  Switserland  the  Prime 
Minister  received  only  £700  a-year,  and 
the  other  Ministers  £600  a-yoar,  which 
was  in  striking  contrast  to  Knglish  offi- 
cial salaries.  It  was  admitted  that  the 
Swiss  Ministry  was  composed  of  very 
able  men.  In  the  United  States  thv 
same  example  of  economy  was  seen. 
The  Obntrollef  of  the  National  Bank, 
who  had  great  powers  over  the  whole 
banking  system  of  the  country^* the 
finest  system  in  the  worlds-only  received 
£1,000  a-year.  The  rate  of  tlbe  higher 
salaries  ought  to  be  diminished,  and  that 
of  the  lower  raised ;  and  he  had,  there- 
fore, great  pleasure  in  seoonding  the 
Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"Thst  s  BdMt  CommittM  be  sppotattd  to 
ieqetr*  tslo  \hm  method  o(  sopointmeDt  snd 
sppofftAocm^ttt  of  ^tUrif-c  snd  auUe*  uodtr  th* 

The  CH.VNrELIiOB  of  tiib  EXCH  E- 
QUEB  Sir  WiLUAM  HABr«)rET)  said, 
he  could  assure  his  hon.  Friend  who  had 
brooght  forward  this  Motion  that  pro- 
posals in  favour  of  publio  economy  would 
meet  with  no  opposition  from  him.  At 
the  same  time,  it  was  undesirable  that 
there  should  l>e  any  misappreh(*n*iun 
among  the  public  with  reference  to  the 
subject  of  expenditure  on  the  Civil  ad- 
ministration of  the  ciuntry.  There  was 
a  wideepread  belief  that  that  expenditure 
was  largely  and  nnduly  inoreiising.  In 
reality  it  was  not  doing  so.  Although 
the  work  of  all  the  Civil  Departments 
had  increased  enormously  in  the  last 
•0  years,  the  expenditure  had  not  in- 
ereftsed.  It  was  true  that  the  ordinary 
Parltamentary  Estimate  showed  an  in- 
siease  in  the  expenditure ;  but  that  was 
owing  to  the  inclusion  of  a  numb<«r  of 
HeoM,  such  as  increased  educational 
grants  and  grants  in  aid  of  local  taxa- 
tiott  which  were  not  strietl^  covered  by 
ihe  pbraee,  the  Cfvil  admmietrataoB  ii 


the  country.  From  a  Return  (No.  3J)8) 
presented  to  Parliament,  it  appeared 
that  in  the  yearn  1857-8  the  chargee  for 
Civil  administration  properly  m>  called 
were £5.9a  1,000,  and  in  1H*«0  £5,930,000, 
or  £1,000  ]o«.  That  was  a  fact  which 
reflected  cn^dit  on  those  who  were  re* 
sponsible  for  public  economy.  Speak- 
ing fn>m  his  own  experiencd,  he  oould 
aMur<«  the  IIouso  that  no  longer  ago 
than  1 859  the  work  of  the  Homo  Office 
was  only  one>fifth  of  its  work  now. 
Armies  of  lospectors  bad  been  created 
in  the  la^t  30  years,  and  the  number  of 
Judges  had  been  largelv  increased,  and 
yot  so  great  had  been  the  care  taken  in 
connection  with  the  Civil  Expenditure  of 
the  country  that,  as  ho  had  shown,  there 
had  been  in  IHHO  an  actual  diminution. 
In  18H4-d  the  sum  of  the  expenditure 
was  £6,233,000,  an  increase  of  £300,000 
as  compared  with  the  year  1  Ho7.  There- 
fore, in  a  period  of  30  years  there  had 
been  no  substantial  increase  of  expendi- 
ture,  although  four  times  a«  much  work 
was  done.  The  increSM^  of  £300,000  in 
1881-3  was  due  to  the  acceleration  of 
the  Ordnance  Survey,  which  aocounted 
for  £100,000;  to  the  institution  of  the 
Irish  Land  Commisuon,  which  aooonnted 
for  £110,000;  to  the  purohase  of  the 
Blenheim  pictures,  which  aoconnted  for 
£6o,000 ;  to  the  determination  of  the 
House  to  establish  a  Memorial  to  Oene- 
neral  Gordon;  and  to  grants  for  the 
South  Kensington  MuM*um  and  the  Bri- 
tish  Museum,  which  should  rightly  be 

5 laced  under  the  head  of  education, 
hese  sums  put  together  amounted  to 
nearly  £300,000,  so  that  if  thev  deducted 
these  exc4>ptional  chargee  they  found 
that  in  1H84-5  the  general  charges  of 
the  Civil  administration  of  the  country 
were  less  than  they  were  30  years  ago. 
He  warned  the  House  not  to  be  led 
away  by  illustrations  taken  from  conn* 
tries  whose  circumttancee  wen*  very  dif- 
ferent from  tho^o  of  the  United  King- 
dom. The  standard  of  public  salarios 
or  even  ordinary  wages  m  Switzerland 
was  not  applicable  to  this  country. 
There  were  many  occupations  in  Switxer* 
land  which  the  working  men  of  England 
would  not  undertake  on  similar  terms. 
The  Government  of  the  Ignited  States, 
he  was  assured,  made  a  great  mistake 
by  giving  low  salaries  to  publio  officials. 
It  was  almost  impossible  in  that  eountij 
to  induce  competent  men  to  accept  judi- 
cial posISi  aa  ine  aceeplance  of  tMn  In* 
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Tolved  a  ^reat  saoiifioe  of  income.  There 
were  many  men  who  even  refused  judi- 
cial appointments  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
He  trusted  that  the  public  would  not  be- 
lieve that  the  subject  of  the  Civil  Ex- 
penditure of  the  country  had  been  care- 
lessly  treated.  A  private  individual  who 
oould  say  that  his  expenditure  in  30 
years  had  not  iocreased  although  the 
work  conducted  by  him  had  increased 
four-fold  would  certainly  be  held  to  be 
a  good  manager.  Now,  with  reference 
to  inquiry  into  this  matter,  it  was  not 
only  necessary  that  things  should  be  put 
right,  but  that  everybody  should  know 
the  real  state  of  the  facts.  The  question 
of  appointing  a  Committee  had  been 
discussed  for  a  year  or  two.  There  was 
a  general  opinion  that  the  House  should 
take  some  more  careful  cognizance  of 
these  matters  than  could  be  done  in  the 
haphazard  condition  of  Committee  of 
Supply.  He  himself  in*  the  Office  that 
he  neld  felt  very  strongly;  and  he  might 
say  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  make  proposals  of  that 
kind.  He  was  not  at  kberty  to  antici- 
pate what  might  be  done  with  reference 
to  the  Procedure  of  the  House ;  but  the 
Government  did  desire  that  the  Esti- 
mates should  be  in  some  form  or  other 
more  fully,  more  satisfactorily,  and  more 
oompletely  discussed.  He  thought  he 
might,  without  imprudence,  say  that 
they  were  prepared  to  embody  proposals 
with  that  object  in  the  new  scheme  of 
Parliamentary  Procedure.  He  hoped 
that  the  Proposer  of  the  Besolution 
would  be  satisfied  with  that  assurance, 
and  would  refrain  from  pressing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  until,  at 
any  rate,  the  suggestions  of  the  Govern* 
ment  should  have  been  laid  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  said,  he 
was  satisfied  with  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  begged  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
ORDER  OF  THE  DA  T. 


EHPLOYERS'  LIABILITY  ACT  (1880) 

AMENDMENT  BILL.--{Bill  60.] 

(Mr.  Arthur  (/CoHmor,  Dr.  Commtns,  Mr. 

Stxlom^  Mr.  Jetm  CvUinf$.) 

SBCOSTD    READUrO. 

Orda;  for  Seoond  Beading  read. 
Sir  WaU0m  SMr^mrt 


Mb.  AETHUE  O'OONNOB,  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  the  proposals  em* 
bodied  in  his  Bill  were  simple  and  un- 
pretending.  The  first  of  the  objects  of 
the  Bill  was  to  secure  for  workmen  thai 
protection  which  Parliament,  by  the  Act 
of  1880,  desired  to  give  them,  but  which 
many  employers  had  managed  by  legal 
chicanery  to  deprive  them  of.  The  fact 
was  that  many  thousands  of  workmen 
had  been  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
Act  by  being  virtually  compelled  to  con- 
tract themselves  out  of  it.  The  first 
provision  of  theBiU,  then,  was  to  render 
null  and  void  any  such  contracts.  The 
next  provision  was  to  secure  that  the 
employii  should  not  be  deprived  of  their 
right  of  action  by  reason  merely  of  the 
fact  that  as  between  them  and  the  chief 
employer  there  was  introduced  another 
contractor  or  sub*contractor,  with  whom 
there  might  be  privity  of  contract  with 
the  workman,  but  who  being  introduced 
as  an  intermediary  between  the  chief 
employer  and  the  workman,  prevented 
the  latter  from  bringing  an  action  for 
injury  sustained  bv  reason  of  the  defec- 
tive condition  of  the  plant  or  anything 
else  as  to  the  condition  of  which  the 
head  employer  was  morally  responsible. 
Another  provision  was  that  in  those 
oases  in  wnich  notice  had  in  effect  been 
given,  or  in  those  cases  in  which  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that  notice  of  a  formsl 
kind  was  not  necessary,  it  should  not  be 
incumbent  upon  the  injured  party  to 
furnish  such  a  formal  notice  as  was  re- 
quired by  the  Act  of  1880.  Further, 
that  it  might  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Court  to  aJlow  an  action  to  proceed, 
even  though  there  might  be  in  the 
notice  given  to  the  employer  soma 
technical  defect  which,  in  the  strict  con- 
struction of  law,  might  be  held  to  vitiate 
it.  He  was  anxious  also  that  a  very 
great  injustice  which  had  been  almost 
unavoidable  under  the  earlier  Act  in 
respect  of  the  amount  of  compensation 
recoverable  by  an  injured  workman 
should  be  removed.  In  the  Act  of  1880 
the  amount  of  compensation  payable  was 
limited  to  the  very  trifling  sum  of  three 
years'  wages  of  a  person  employed  in 
that  particular  capacity — a  provision 
which  operated  hardlv  on  a  youth  on 
the  eve  of  entering  into  receipt  of  a 
man's  wages,  and  to  remedy  tnat  in- 
justice in  such  oases;  but  ha  pro- 
posed   to    limit   the    amount    which 
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ooold  1m  Awardad  in  eortain  etsM  to '  goftid  himself  against  being  supposed 
£150,  Qiiless  that  amoimt  was  olearlj ,  to  oonunit  the  Ooyernment  on  serml 
inadequate.  He  further  propoeed  that  important  points.  There  was  also  a  Bill 
actions  brought  bj  workmen  for  injury  standing  for  a  sooond  reading  under  the 
•uHained  should  not  be  remoTable  to  charge  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  M(«mber 
8op«»rior  Courts  unless  the  amount  of  for  Morpeth  ^Mr.  Burt;,  which  dealt 
compensation  elaimod  exceeded  the  sum  with  the  samo  subject-matter  as  the  pro* 
of  £200.  The  next  section  of  his  Bill  sent  measure.  It  was  much  shorter 
defined  the  word  "  workman  "  and  >  and  not  so  far-reaching  as  the  Bill  of 
made  it  inoludo  seamen.  He  under-  the  hon.  Member  oppoute.  The  Act  of 
stood  that  the  repreeentstives  of  the  1880  was  a  new  departure  in  Iegielation» 
shipping  interest  were  arraying  them-  and  to  a  great  extent  a  tentative  moa* 
selrse  against  the  propoeal,  and  he  had  '  euro,  and  its  principle  was  at  the  time 
tried  to  find  out  whj  this  organised  much  dobatcu  in  that  House.  lie  did 
opposition  waa  threatened.  lie  was !  not  mean  to  suggest  that  the  Govem* 
assured  that  the  shipowners  were  hostile  roent  intended  to  withdraw  from  the 
to  the  proposal  not  so  much  because  of  principle  embodied  in  the  Act,  far  from 
the  eompensation  they  might  hare  to  it ;  but  the  fact  that  it  was  then  treated 
pay  on  account  of  injuries  to  their  men  as  a  new  departure  in  legislation  and 
in  the  United  Kingdom  as  on  account  of  as  a  tentatiTe  measure  suggeeted  that 
th««  uncertain  liability  thoY  might  incur  I  probably  the  time  had  been  reached 
with  regard  to  the  sailors  in  their '  when  it  would  be  Tory  couTonient  that 
▼easels  in  foreign  parts.  If  that  were  the  whole  subject  should  be  referred  to 
the  oase  ho  would  aocopt  an  Amend- 1  the  eonsideration  of  a  Select  Oommittee 
ment  exempting  shipowners  txom.  liabi-  •  of  the  Uouse.  The  GoTemment  sug* 
lity  under  oircumstanees  in  which  it  gested,  therefore,  that  the  subiect-matter 
ooold  be  shown  that  their  liability  was ,  of  this  Bill  and  of  that  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
unreasonable  in  respect  of  injuries  sus-  her  for  Morpeth,  should  be  referred  to 
tnined  abroad ;  though  before  doing  so  a  Select  Committee.  With  regard  to 
he  should  like  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  a  large  class  of  §mployu^  he  thought 
the  Honse  on  this  subject.  The  Bill  there  would  be  a  disposition  on  the  {Mrt 
also  altered  the  definition  of  the  term  of  the  Uouse  to  make  it  impossible  for 
'*  petsott  haring  superintendence  in-  them  to  contract  themselres  out  of  the 
trusted  to  him,  as  at  present,  if  a  Act ;  but  he  said  that  in  relation  to  the 
superintendent  were  engaged  moi*e  or  •  narrower  definition  of  the  Act  of  1H80, 
lees  in  manual  labour  a  sub-#st^/«|f«  and  not  to  the  wider  clause  of  this  Bill, 
waa  debarred  from  obtaining  any  com-  which  would  include  clerks  and  managers 
psosation  from  the  chief  employer  for  of  busineases,  or  persons  en^aginl  in 
uijuriee  sustained.  This  was  in  his  supervision.  This  might  be  right ;  but 
judgment  a  grierous  blot  in  the  Act  of  it  was  necossaxy  to  consider  the  matter 
ISbO.  Anally,  the  Bill  provided  for  before  making  so  great  a  change.  He 
the  continuance  of  the  Act  of  1880  as  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  that  sea* 
amended,  and  repealed  the  section  which  men  were  entitled  to  full  protection ;  but 
said  that  the  Statute  should  last  only  to  it  was  clear  that  different  oonsiderationa 
the  end  of  the  year  1 887.  In  conclusion,  applied  to  that  subject-matter  than 
the  aon.  Member  moved  the  second  those  which  were  applicable  to  the  eases 
reading  of  the  Bill.  meant  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Act  of 

Motion  made,  and  Qm^tion  proposed,    !»*<>•  '*  »"  ^bjious  that  to  fix  liability 
••That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  ^nd    on  an  employer  for  the  result  of  accident 

^  *  his  control  or  discretion  prevent  the  acoi« 

Thb  ATTORNEY   GENERAL  (Mr.  dent  presented  a  very  different  case  from 

Chaalis  Rl'ssxix  said,  he  would  indi-  that  when  an  emplover  was  or  might 

oate  what  the  Government  suggestml  be  on  the  spot.    While  ho  the  Attorney 

for  eonrideration  by  the  House  as  the  (teneraly  desired  to  see  the  fullest  prao- 

proper  course    to    adopt   in    referenr««  tit^ble  protection  f>r  so  important  a  class 

to  this  measure.     In  the  first  ]ilac(v  he  as  P4»amoo,  it  might  be  necessary  in  their 

might  remark  that  the  Government  had  case  to  have  special  provisions  as  to 

citfnpiete  snmpathy  with  the  main  object  notice    to    eroidoyers    and    so    focih. 

whiah  the  hon.  Member  had  in  view.  In  He  wished  to  guard  the  GovenmenI 

saying  that,   however,  he  widbed  to  against  any  announcement  of  a  positif« 
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opinion  on  any  of  the  topics  lie  had  re- 
ferred to ;  but  the  course  which  the  Oo- 
yemment  suggested  was  that  this  de- 
bate should  be  adjourned,  and  that  a 
Select  Oommittee  of  the  House  should 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  two  fiills 
in  question. 

Sib  R  A8SHET0N  OBOSS  said,  he 
did  not  understand  exactly  what  course 
the  Gh)Temment  recommended — whether 
it  was  that  they  should  assent  to  the 
second  reading  and  then  refer  the  Bill 
as  proposed,  or  whether  it  was  that  they 
should  adjourn  the  debate  on  this  Bill, 
as  well  as  upon  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth,  for  the  purpose 
of  hsTing  the  principle  involved  dis- 
cussed  fully  and  fairly  before  a  Select 
Oommittee.  [The  Atto&nbt  Gekebal 
assented.]  The  latter  would  certainly 
be  the  more  convenient  course.  He 
mu8t,  however,  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Act  of 
1880  there  was  a  clause  providing  that 
it  should  only  be  tentative  and  remain 
in  force  until  the  year  1887,  in  order 
that  the  country  might  see  how  its  pro- 
visions worked.  Having  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  employers  and  employed  in 
the  great  manufacturing  constituency 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent, 
he  was  quite  certain  that  the  great 
object  of  the  House  ought  to*be  to  pro- 
mote good  feeling  between  employers 
and  employed.  (}reat  objection  had 
been  taken  to  the  Act  of  1880,  because 
some  employers  had  contracted  them- 
selves out  of  it,  and  therefore  that  the 
employed  did  not  get  the  full  benefit  of 
the  Act.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were 
other  questions  to  be  considered,  such 
as  the  habit  of  employers  in  Northern 
counties  insuring  themselves  against 
accident.  He  would  not,  however,  now 
discuss  the  question  at  lensth,  for  he 
thought  the  Government,  if  he  under- 
stood the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
rightly,  had  taken  a  very  proper  course. 
Before  the  Act  of  1880  was  made  per- 
petual or  an  addition  made  to  it,  he 
thought  that  both  employers  and  em- 
ployed had  a  right  to  have  the  question 
fully  discussed,  in  order  to  see  how  the 
Act  had  worked,  and  how  the  proposed 
extension  of  it  would  be  likely  to  work. 
As  he  understood  it,  the  proposal  of  the 
Government  was  that  the  whole  subject 
of  the  Act  of  1880  should  be  referred  to 
a  Select  Omnmittee,  and  thai  the  debate 

Mr.  Chm^Ui  RumU 


on  this  Bill  and  on  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth  should  be  ad- 
journed imtil  that  Oommittee  had  re- 
ported. As  the  Session  was  still  so 
young,  there  would  be  ample  time  to 
discuss  these  Bills  at  a  later  period  with- 
out running  the  risk  of  not  coming  to  a 
conclusion  upon  them. 

Mb.  LOOkWOOD  said,  he  thought 
that  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  dis- 
tinctly showed  that  he  did  not  mean  any- 
thing like  the  same  as  the  Attorney 
General,  because,  as  he  imderstood  the 
hon.  and  learned  (Gentleman,  he  pro- 
posed that  the  question  of  these  two 
Bills  should  be  referred  to  a  Oommittee. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
informed  the  House  that  nothing  was 
further  from  his  purpose  than  to  sow 
dissension  between  employers  and  em- 

Eloyed;  but  in  reality  ne  inferred  that 
e  was  not  in  favour  of  referring  these 
two  Bills  to  a  Committee,  but  of  refer- 
ring the  general  principle  involved  in 
the  abortive  Act  they  were  endeavouring 
to  amend.  That,  he  hoped,  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  do  all  in  their  power  to  pre- 
vent. The  Bill  which  it  was  sought  to 
amend  had  seen  perilous  times  in  the 
House,  and  what  was  the  result?  It 
was  a  result  of  which,  speaking  as  a 
la^er,  perhaps,  he  ought  not  to  com- 
plain, because  he  shomd  think  it  had 
created  more  litigation  than  any  Act 
passed  for  many  years  past  But  he 
thought  that  was  the  very  thing  which 
hon.  Members  who  sought  to  amend 
the  Bill  wished  to  prevent.  The  object 
was  to  simplify  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  of  1880,  and  to  do  away  with  liti- 
gation. The  Attorney  General  had 
alluded  to  another  Bill,  likely  shortly  to 
come  before  the  Hoose,  which  was  in 
charge  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mor- 
peth; but  he  (Mr.  Lock  wood)  was  not 
aware  that  that  Bill  was  a  better  one 
than  the  Bill  introduced  that  night.  He 
believed  it  agreed  in  the  main  with  the 
present  Bill.  He  took  it  that  those  who 
were  interested  in  amending  the  Act  of 
1880  wished,  if  they  could,  to  prevent 
the  employer  firom  oontracting  himself 
out  of  the  Act.  That  was  the  first  great 
principle  to  be  fought  for  in  the  amended 
Bill.  It  was  said  by  those  who  opposed 
that  Bill  that  this  principle  would  inter- 
fere with  freedom  of  oontract.  That 
was  not  the  first  time  they  had  heard 
about  this  bogey  of  **freedom  of  eon- 
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tnot'*  It  WM  all  ynaj  wall  to  talk 
aboat  If— dom  of  contract ;  but  ba  know 
aomathinff  aboat  ihaaa  mattara,  and  ha 
would  aak  what  was  tha  fraadam  of 
contraat  in  the  wall-known  oaaa  of  the 
Karl  of  Dudley  ?  It  waa  held  that  the 
placinf?  of  placard*  up  in  a  aoUierj 
iMmnd  the  workp<N>ple  to  the  oontract 
contained  in  thoae  plaearda.  He  eon* 
tendtnl  thai  when  working  men  came  to 
tha  Houoa  and  aaid  they  wanted  pro- 
tc«etion,  the  House  waa  bound  to  protect 
them.  Th4»re  were  many  eaaea  in  which, 
with  regard  to  the  teating  of  machinery 
and  the  limitation  of  the  houraof  labour, 
freedom  of  contract  waa  already  inter- 
fered with,  and  if  tha  working  men  as- 
pramd  a  with  to  bo  protected  there 
oould  be  no  further  di«ousaion  of  the 
principle  of  the  Billi  and  the  law  muat 
(mi  amended  in  that  reapect.  Another 
queation  of  principle  waa  inTolvod  in  the 

rruvicion  with  n*apeot  to  notice  of  aotiou. 
n  ordinary  caaea  peraona  were  not  en- 
titled to  notice  of  notion ;  but  only  car* 
tain  rorporationa  and  official  persona 
like  magiatratea  were  entitled  by  Statute 
to  notice  of  action.  He  could  see  no 
rsaaon  why  employers  ahould  hare 
Botice  of  action  giren  to  them  in  reapeot 
of  ininriea  auatained  by  their  workmen, 
which  in  99  caaea  out  of  100  occurred 
on  tha  maatara*  own  premiaea.  Than 
with  regard  to  learing  tho  matter  to  tha 
discretion  of  tha  (^ourt.  He  sp<ike  with 
all  due  respect  of  tha  Court  and  its  dis- 
cretion ;  but  ho  contended  that  all  worda 
with  reference  to  discretion  had  better 
be  leA  out  of  the  Bill,  for  discretion 
really  implied  litigation.  For  hia  own 
part*  ha  Daliered  Uiat  many  hon.  Mem- 
Dera  would  ba  quite  willing  at  once  to 
go  ton  diriaion  on  the  principle inrolred 
in  thie  Bill  and  the  Bill  introduced  by 
thahon.  Member  for  Uorpeth,  and  that 
if  they  did  so  they  would  be  in  a  better 
position  than  if  they  referred  the  Bill  to 
a  Select  Committee. 

Thk  HEORETARY  or  STATE  roa 
THi  HOM  K  DEl'AHTMKNT  (Mr.  Cuil- 
nna)  eaid,  that  he  had  been  invited  to 
atata  explicitly  the  riewa  of  Her  Ma- 
laaty'a  Govemment  aa  to  the  course  to 
betaken  in  raapect  to  this  Bill.  Her 
Majaaty'a  Ooremment  thought  that  tha 
aubJMCt-mattar  of  tho  Act  of  I  bHO  and 
tha  anbject-mattar  of  thia  Bill  and  of 
the  Bill  of  thehon.  Member  fur  Morpeth 
<Mr.  Bufty  ahould  be  referred  to  one 
Otiggi  Oeinmitlee.    For  that  nmnoaa  ha 


ahould  ragtaat  that  thia  Bill  ahould  ba 
adjourned  for  a  reaaonabla  time,  until 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth 
oould  be  brouffht  forward  and  read  a 
aeoond  time.  In  that  way  all  queotiona 
would  be  placed  before  the  Select  Oom« 
mittoe  for  their  consideration.  It  waa 
not  possible  to  refer  both  Bills  to  a  Select 
Committee  at  once;  that  courae  could 
only  be  taken  when  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth  had  been  read  a 
sftcond  time.  It  would  be  much  hotter, 
therefore,  to  refer  all  questions  to  a 
Select  Committee,  which,  it  waa  pio« 
bable,  might  be  appointed  within  the 
next  month  or  aix  weeks,  by  which  time 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mor* 
peth  might  be  reached.  He  might  aaj 
that  he  made  this  proposal  in  no  spirit 
of  hostility  to  the  preaent  Bill ;  but  it 
appeared  to  him  that  tho  Select  Com- 
mittee ought  to  hare  tha  whole  subject 
before  it  If  it  was  necessary  now  to 
decide  the  queation,  he  ahould  exproaa 
himaalf  in  faTour  of  tha  principle  of 
thia  Bill.  Tha  Act  of  1880  required 
amendment  in  sereral  mattara,  including 
tha  power  to  contract  out  of  it  and  aa 
to  the  limitation  of  tha  amount  which 
employara  might  be  compelled  to  pay. 
He  would,  therefore,  aak  the  Houaa  to 
allow  an  inaniiy  to  be  instituted  into 
the  whole  aumect,  with  the  aaaurancaoa 
the  part  of  Her  Maieaty*a  Ooremment 
that  they  agreed  with  tha  general  prin* 
oiple  of  this  Bill.  He  would  remind 
the  House  that  before  the  end  of  thia 
Heaaioo  a  Bill  ought  to  be  passed  dealing 
with  the  Act  of  1 8H0,  and  it  would  be 
better  for  the  Select  Oommittaa  to  have 
the  whole  matter  before  them  than  a 
Bill  dealing  with  only  one  part  of  the 
question.  Before  1887  an  Act  muat  ba 
paased  renewing  or  continuing  or  other- 
wise  dealing  with  the  Act  of  1660 ;  and 
it  would  be  much  more  conranient, 
therefore,  that  the  Select  Committee 
ahould  deal  with  all  qneetiona.  He 
trusted  that  tho  Houaa  would  adopt  the 
plan  propoaed  by  tha  Attorney  General, 
with  the  aasuraaoe  that  the  Goram* 
ment  would  ap|>oint  a  Committee  to 
deal  with  the  whole  subject. 

Ma.  THUKOLI)  BUGEHS  rose  to  a 
point  of  Order.  He  wished  to  know 
whether,  if  thia  Bill  were  read  a  aerond 
time,  it  would  bo  poasible  immediately 
afterwards  to  read  tha  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Moipetht  on  the  ground 
that  tha  amallav  would  ba  tncbMled  in 
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the  leisf  [Zo«i  lauahi0r,'\  He  meant 
that  the  less  would  be  included  in  the 
^reat.  He  also  wished  to  know  whether 
it  would  be  posaible  for  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  to  give  a  guarantee  to  the 
House  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  before  it  had 
passed  the  second  reading  ? 

Mr.  SP£AX£R  said,  that  the  second 
question  put  to  him  by  the  hon.  Member 
was  not  one  for  him  to  decide.  With 
respect  to  his  first  question,  he  could 
onlj  state  that  it  would  not  be  pos- 
Bible  to  anticipate  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL :  This  is  a  ques- 
tion which,  beyond  any  other,  ought  to 
be  discussed  in  a  spirit  of  good  temper 
and  moderation  by  both  sides  of  the 
House.  There  is  one  important  class — 
namely,  the  colliers  employed  in  our 
ooal  mines,  whom  we  are  bound  to  take 
into  our  consideration.  No  class  of  men 
is  more  worthy  of  consideration  than  the 
working  collier  who  pursues  his  calling, 
day  after  day,  contending  with  the 
forces  of  nature  and  mechanical  science 
under  circumstances  of  the  utmost 
danger  and  difficulty.  It  must  be  re- 
membered, in  discussing  questions  of 
this  kind,  that  it  is  essential  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  working  man  that  the  capi- 
talist should  be  secure  of  the  capital  ne 
advanoes,  and  that  he  should  be  en* 
couraged  to  inyesthis  fortune  in  dan- 
gerous occupations  rather  than  invest 
it  in  Consols  and  Railway  Debentures. 
[''  Question ! "]  This  is  the  Question ; 
and  I  beg  to  tell  those  hon.  Members 
who  cry  ^*  Question ! ''  that  the  sooner 
they  dcTOte  themselTes  to  the  subject 
before  the  House  the  better.  In  the 
oonstitnency  which  I  represent  (Wigan) 
there  exists  a  large  insurance  fund, 
consisting  of  oontribntions  both  from  the 
masters  and  men.  In  consequence  of  the 
enstence  of  this  fund  the  men  are  able 
to  contract  themselves  out  of  the  Act, 
and  the  masters  are  not  forced  to  come 
under  its  provisions.  The  contract  con- 
sists in  this^that  the  masters  contribute 
25  per  cent  of  the  fund ;  and  the  advan- 
tages which  the  collier  gains  under  this 
condition  of  things  is,  t^t  when  an  ac- 
cident happens,  involving  loss  of  life  or 
injury,  there  is  no  uncertainty,  delay, 
or  legal  cost  involved,  but  the  injured 
man,  or,  in  the  case  of  a  death,  his  re- 
presentatives, eome  upon  the  insurance 
fund  the  very  nest  oay.     There  is  a 


certainty  that  advantage  may  be  taken 
of  the  fund  without  any  deduction  what- 
ever for  the  heavy  cost  which  always 
attends  the  initiation  of  legal  proceed- 
ings. I  appear  here  to-day  on  behalf 
of  the  colliery  proprietors ;  and  I  wish 
to  remind  the  House  that  in  many  cases 
when  an  accident  happens  in  a  colliery 
all  evidence  of  carelessness  or  negligence 
is  swept  away  by  the  accident  itself.  I 
believe  it  would  be  found  in  many  oases 
that  if  this  insurance  fimd  were  alto- 
gether done  away  with,  and  if  the  sole 
reliance  of  the  working  collier  was  to  be 
upon  this  Act,  when  a  grievous  misfor- 
tune happened,  he  would  by  the  act  of 
this  House  in  passing  the  present  Bill 
be  entirely  deprived  of  all  remedy  in  the 
hour  of  his  greatest  misfortune  and  his 
deepest  need.  We  ought  not  to  allow 
ourselves  to  be  carried  away  by  fervid 
appeals  to  our  sympathy;  but  we  are 
bound  to  have  regani  to  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  working  collier  himself  gains 
great  and  signal  advantage  by  being 
able  to  contract  himself  out  of  the  Act 
as  now  allowed  by  law.  Not  only  is  he 
allowed  to  do  so,  but  he  is  almost  en- 
couraged to  enter  into  a  contract.  As 
regards  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Donegal  (Mr.  A.  0*Gonnor),  I  do  not 
wish  to  discuss  it  at  any  leneth.  I  was 
certainly  surprised  to  hear  tne  opening 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who  intro- 
duced the  Bill.  He  said  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his  speech,  if  I  rightly  under- 
stood him,  that  the  subject  had  not  been 
well  discussed  hitherto ;  and  towards  the 
end  of  his  observations  he  informed  us 
that  the  matter  was  thoroughly  debated 
in  1880,  and  that  little  more  was  to  be 
said  upon  it  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  fact  is,  that  although  the  period  of 
the  Session  was  somewhat  advanced  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Bill  occupied  a 
considerable  time,  and  the  Bill  was  de- 
bated carefully  clause  by  clause,  nav, 
almost  word  b^  word.  There  are  only 
one  or  two  pomts  which  I  think  it  is 
necesssary  I  should  mention  before  I  sit 
down.  The  first  is  a  matter  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  Member — namely,  that  most 
difficult  question  of  responsibility.  It  is 
clearly  out  of  the  question  that  every  em- 
ployer should  be  rendered  liable  under 
this  Act  for  the  misconduct  of  every  one 
of  his  work-people.  I  know  no  subject  of 
greater  difficulty,  or  one  more  worthy 
of  being  investigated  by  a  Select  Oom- 
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mitlM.  Th«a  oomat  m  rtxad  ouatlion, 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  aleo  men- 
Uoned— 'Brnmely,  the  oxtenftion  of  the 
prineifje  of  the  Bill  to  other  elaseee,  ia- 
rluding  eailora.  That  ia  a  aobjcct  of 
large  dtmoneiona ;  and  not  only  la  it  a 
large,  but  it  is  also  a  Tory  difHcull  sub- 
ject  to  handle,  and  will  require  careful 
searching  out  I  am  unable  to  say  whe- 
ther the  hon.  Member  behind  me,  the 
Member, for  Ormskirk  (Mr.  Forwood\ 
wishoe  sailors  to  be  included  in  the  Bill ; 
bat  he  will  probably  address  the  House 
upon  that  part  of  the  question,  as  I  have 
BO  title  to  speak  on  thuir  behalf.  I  do 
Iftope  that,  whatoTer  change  may  be  made 
is  the  law,  the  Statute  will  be  such 
that  it  will  not,  and  cannot,  break  down 
in  praitice.  I  trust  that  it  will  be  bo 
dear  in  its  terms  that  no  inttflligent 
working  man  in  this  oonntry  will  have 
the  slightest  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
the  meaning  of  the  Statute  undor  which 
ho  pursues  his  calling.  Then,  again, 
supposing  tho  Uw,  after  our  dolibera- 
tions  are  concluded,  loavos  any  frecnlom 
la  the  matter,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  a 
real  and  true  freedom,  so  that  if  any 
man  eontractf  himself  out  of  tho  Act  he 
will  do  lOof  his  own  free  will  for  his  own 
liberty.  [**  No  !  **]  I  do  not  understand 
these  interruptions  from  the  other  side 
of  the  lloose.  I  am  speaking  in  favour 
of  tho  fre^nlom  of  the  working  man  ;  and 
if  hon.  Members  challongo  my  oUserra- 
tiona  I  would  ask  what  is  the  kind  of 
liberty  they  desire  to  give  to  the  work- 
ing man  ?  Another  |v>int  is  that  the 
notice,  if  notiio  is  to  be  given,  should 
Im>  of  a  simple  character,  and  not  fenctni 
about  by  technicality's  or  the  indtitution 
of  artilurtal  machinery;  nor  should  it 
contain  any  of  those  snares  which  are  so 
prvjodicial  in  daily  practice  to  th<«  artisan 
claZs  of  our  population.  I  was  reluctant 
to  rise ;  but  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  take 
part  in  the  debate,  and  1  certainlr  do 
nope  that  a  temperate  discussion,  which 
I  have  no  doubt  will  take  place  upon 
this  Bill  in  the  course  of  the  present 
Session,  will  result  in  placing  the  law 
in  a  satisfactory  |>'»siti<in^that  the  c^ipi- 
taliftt  may  be  encouraged  to  inrest  his 
capital,  and  that  the  working  man  may 
frml  BtK-ure  frtitn  loss  in  pursuit  of  a 
hazardous  and  dangerous  cMTUPution. 

TuaCIIAN<>:LL<JUorTiiakXCllE. 
Qriiin  (Sir   WiixtAH    lUai tkt;  :    I 
wish  to  make  a  suggnstion  U)  the  House  • 
which  I  think  would  meet  tho  views  of ! 


TOL.  OOCn.    [rmBD  snxsa.] 


both  sides  of  this  onsattoQ.  I  think 
that  all  agree  with  tne  observations  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secro* 
tary  that  it  is  desirable,  in  some  form  or 
other,  that  the  whole  Act  of  18H0,  and 
not  merely  the  part  of  the  subject  in- 
cluded in  this  Bill,  should  be  reported 
upon  by  tho  Committee.  It  would  be  a 
most  convenient  course  that  the  Com* 
mittee  should  inquire  into  the  whole 
subject.  On  the  other  hand.  Gentlemen 
who  are  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  being,  as 
I  think,  a  large  majority  of  the  House, 
desire  that  the  course  may  be  taken  in 
this  case  which  is  sometimes  taken  by 
the  House — namely,  that  the  Bill  shoula 
be  read  a  second  time ;  and  then,  since 
it  is  only^ajshort  time  before  the  Bill  of 
my  hon.  rriend  tho  Member  for  Mor« 
peth  vMr.  Burt)  will  come  up  for  discus- 
sion, and,  as  I  think,  no  one  would  do- 
sire  that  a  Bill  propoaed  by  my  hon. 
Friend  should  bo  excluded  from  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee,  it  would 
only  delay  tho  decision  of  the  Commit- 
tee a  short  time  if  we  were  to  wait  nntil 
we  read  that  Bill  also  a  second  time,  and 
referred  it  as  well  to  the  Select  Commit- 
tee. I  would  suggest,  further,  that  it 
should  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Commit- 
tee that  they  have  power  to  inouire  into 
the  operation  of  the  whole  of  tne  Act  of 
18H0,  and  thus  enlarge  the  power  of  the 
Committee,  so  that  thsy  may  be  able  to 
deal  with  the  whole  subject,  as  well  aa 
with  both  Bills.  1  think  that  would  be 
a  sati^factory  way  of  bringing  the  whole 
tripic  under  the  con»i deration  of  the  Com- 
autt«H>.  If  this  course  is  acceptable  to 
tlie  House,  I  think  we  should  read  thia 
Bill  a  MH?(>nd^time,  on*  tho  nnderstanding 
that  within  a  short  time  tho  whole  sub- 
jet- 1  will  be  brought  under  the  considera« 
tion  of  the  (^ommittee. 

Ma.  BUUT :  I  have  for  many  years 
taken  a  very  keen  interost  in  the  subject 
now  under  di^cuMion,  both  before  I  be- 
came a  Member  and  since  I  became  a 
Member  of  the  House.  Together  with 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Ute  Mr.  alacdonald, 
I  taok  an  active  part  in  advocating  the 
measure  which  is  now  the  Act  of  1 8^0. 
I  Ulieve  tlist  that  Act  has  produced 
great  benefits  to  the  working  people. 
Those  who  advocated  it  did  so  not 
merely  aa  a  means  of  getting  com- 
{>ensation  for  widows  and  orphans,  but 
generally  for  securing  the  safety  of  the 
workmen  themselves ;  and  the  univeraal 
teatiaiooy  of  lospectora  of  Factoriee,  lo- 
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Bpeotors  of  Mines,  and  those  who  are  con- 
nected with  Benefit  Societies  and  Trade 
Unions  among  the  workpeople,  is  that 
the  Act  has  been  inTaluaole  as  a  means 
of  protecting  life  and  limb  in  connection 
with  industrial  occupations.  Well,  Sir, 
the  main  difficulty  or  cause  of  dissatis- 
faction which  has  arisen  in  connection 
with  the  Act  is  that  a  certain  number  of 
employers  have  compelled  their  workmen 
to  contract  themseWes  out  of  the  benefits 
of  the  Act.  As  a  body,  the  employers  have 
accepted  the  Act  loyally,  and  those  who 
have  contracted  themselTes  out  of  it  are 
quite  the  exception.  As  far  as  the  working 
men  and  the  Trade  Unions  are  concerned, 
their  desire  is  to  haTO  the  Act  made  com- 
pulsory.  As  the  House  knows,  in  the 
last  Parliament  as  well  as  in  this  I  in- 
troduced a  measure  to  deal  with  the 
subject.  It  went  to  a  division  in  the  late 
Parliament,  and  I  was  defeated  by  a  very 
large  majority.  With  regard  to  the  Bill 
which  is  now  before  the  House,  and 
which  has  been  introduced  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor), 
I  may  say  that  I  entirely  approve  of  it, 
and  1  can  say  that  with  the  less  hesita- 
tion, because  the  hon.  Member  has  really 
appropriated  the  provisions  of  my  Bill 
and  embodied  them  in  his,  although  his 
Bill  deals  also  with  some  other  matters 
which,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  desirable  to 
deal  with,  but  which  I  had  omitted.  As  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  accept  the  proposal  which  has  been 
made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
^namely,  to  read  this  Bill  a  second 
time,  because  it  is  very  important  that 
we  should  affirm  the  principle  of  the 
measure  by  assenting  to  the  second  read- 
ing. With  regard,  however,  to  my  own 
Bui,  I  must  make  an  appeal  to  the  (Go- 
vernment. I  beg  to  thank  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  have  spoken  approvingly  of 
the  provisions  of  that  Bill ;  but  I  would 
point  out  to  them  that  the  position  in 
which  the  measure  now  stands  is  not  a 
very  advantageous  one,  and  therefore 
I  hope  the  Government  will  afford  me 
faoihties  for  having  it  read  a  second  time. 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  necessary  to 
press  the  matter  at  any  length;  but  I 
hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  will 
endeavour — and  I  think  they  can  do  it  if 
they  like^to  give  facilities  for  having 
the  Bill  read  a  second  time,  after  which 
I  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the 
oomplete  and  satisfactory  settlement  of 
the   whole  question   that  the  subject 
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should  be  remitted,  as  has  been  to^- 
gested,  to  the  Select  Committee  that  will 
sit  upon  the  present  Bill. 

Mb.  STAVELEY  HILL:  I  have 
listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  re- 
marks which  have  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt),  and  I 
think  it  would  be  most  satisfactory  that 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  should  also 
be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Select  Committee,  because  at  the  last 
Election  it  was  that  Bill  which  was  be- 
fore the  constituencies,  and  to  which  the 
attention  of  candidates  was  directed. 
Indeed,  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  the  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  has 
been  postponed  for  that  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor) ; 
but  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the  hon. 
Member  that  he  does  not  object  to  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Donegal, 
and  that  it  practically  coincides  with  the 

Provisions  of  his  own  measure.  That 
eing  so,  I  freely  accept  what  has  fallen 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ; 
and  I  hope  that,  as  the  right  hon.  GKintle- 
man  has  suggested,  the  two  Bills  will  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  so  that 
the  same  Committee  may  deal  with  them, 
and  with  the  Act  of  1880,  and  present  a 
Report  to  the  Houseon  the  whole  subject 
I  have  always  been  averse  to  power 
being  ffiven  to  any  persons  to  contract 
themselves  out  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
If  we  pass  an  Act  of  Parliament  we  pass 
it  for  the  whole  of  the  Bealm,  and  not  as 
a  voluntary  or  permissive  Aot  for  any 
persons  to  contract  themselves  out  of. 
That  was  the  view  which  I  took  in  re- 
gard to  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act, 
and  other  measures  of  a  similar  nature. 
At  the  same  time,  I  should  be  extremely 
sorry  to  put  unadvisedly  any  oompnlaion 
on  those  masters  who,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt)  has  just 
pointed  out,  nave  acted  so  weU  towards 
their  workmen  in  the  contracts  they  have 
made  with  them,  and  from  whom  the  work* 
men  have  got  more  than  they  could  have 
obtained  under  the  Act.  I  refer  to  such 
cases  as  that  of  the  London  and  North- 
western Bailway  Company  and  certain 
large  brewers,  who  have  provided  for 
their  workmen  in  a  much  better  way 
than  they  are  provided  for  under  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  We  must  take  care 
that,  in  preventing  workmen  and  masters 
from  contracting  themselves  out  of  the 
Act,  we  do  not  put  an  end  to  those  salu- 
tary oontrsets  which  now  ezisli  in  many 
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b«lw«tamMl6n  and  workmen.  It 
\m  on  this  ground  that  I  think  the  Bill 
•booM  bo  rt*foiTf  d  to  a  SolM't  Committor. 
Like th«» boo.  Membor  for  Wigan  'Mr.  F. 
S.  Powell),  I  naj  aaj  that  manj  of  my 
eon*titttenta  are  aifeoted  by  the  Bill ;  and 
if  ia  one  of  thoee  matters  to  which 
mj  attention  was  frequently  called 
daring  the  General  Election.  Uaeetions 
wero   put  to  me  in  reference  to  the 

Sopriety  of  amending  the  Act  in  the 
reetaon  popoeed  by  the  Bill  introdnoed 
laet  year  oy  the  hon.  Member  for  Mor- 
peth ;Mr.  Burt).  There  is  one  other 
point  to  whieh  allnsion  was  made  by  my 
Don.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Tofk  (Mr.  Look  wood  )-^namely,  the 
qoeetion  of  notice.  I  acree  with  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  that  there  is 
no  rsaeon  why,  in  actions  of  this  sorf, 
there  should  be  notice  any  more  than 
in  any  other  action.  The  notice  should 
be  the  same  as  is  requir<>d  under  Jjord 
rampbell^s  Act  in  the  case  of  oom- 
poasation,  and  thero  should  be  no  further 
limitation  than  there  is  in  actions  gene- 
rally.  With  regard  to  the  other  dotoils 
of  the  Bill,  it  is  not  necoMary  that  I 
fthould  detain  the  House  by  any  criti- 
cUm ;  because,  as  the  whole  matter  ia 
going  before  a  8olect  Committee — not 
only  this  Bill,  but  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth — together  with 
the  Act  of  IS80,  there  b  every  hope  that 
there  may  be  produced  by  that  Com- 
mittee and  laid  bofore  the  IIoum  a 
meaenre  which  will  placo  the  whole 
qoealioo  upon  a  satisfactory  basis. 

Ma.  KTUAHT-WOHTLKY :  I  must 
o»nfees  that  in  this  matter  Her  MajestT*s 
(fOTomment  appear  to  have  no  very  de- 
finite idea  of  the  eour»o  which  should  be 
•dopled.  Ten  minutee  ago  the  promise 
made  on  their  behalf  in  regard  to  this 
Bill  and  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Membor  for 
Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt  was  that  they  ahould 
be  refefted  to  a  H<>l«*ct  Committee,  and 
that  pending  that  reference  there  should 
be  an  adjournment  of  the  pn^^ont  debate. 
But,  f<ir  some  reai^m  which  is  still  con- 
cealed by  Her  Majesty*s  Mini«t<  rs,  that 
proposal  to  adjourn  the  d«»bate  ha«  now 
b«<en  abandoned ;  and  we  understand 
that  the  (^haocellor  of  the  Kiche<^uer, 
unable  to  direst  himself  of  the  instincts 
which  poss eased  him  when  at  the  Home 
<HBea|  now  interrenea  and  orerridee  the 
dt^cimun  of  hia  Colleague  the  Home  8e- 
cretafT ;  and  we  are  told  that  the  Bill 
•K^t—tH    Bov  ba  read    a   seeond  time 


['<  No ! "]  I  am  in  the  recollection  of 
the  Houee ;  and  I  am  prepared  to  main- 
tain, in  the  prosenco  of  non.  Membera 
who  heard  what  paji««*d,  that  there  was 
a  distinct  understanding  come  to,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Homo  Secretary,  that 
there  should  be  an  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  But,  however  that  may  be,  the 
effect  will  be  slight  so  far  as  the  merita 
of  the  Bill  itself  are  concerned.  Thoee 
who  are  friendly  to  theprincipleoftheEm* 
ployers'  Liability  Act,  and  thoee  who  do* 
sire  an  extension  of  the  provisions  of  that 
Act,  know  that  the  time  must  shortly  ar- 
rive when  it  will  be  necessary  to  decide 
whether  that  Act  shall  be  made  perpetual 
orbeallowed  to  lapse;  and  along  with  thia 
consideration  will  have  to  be  considered 
the  question  of  its  extension,  or  whether 
it  shall  be  made  more  reetrictive  in  ita 
character.  Whether  the  Bill  is  now  read 
a  second  time  or  not,  the  object  of  thoee 
on  behalf  of  whom  the  late  fiome  Secre- 
tary has  spoken  is  that  the  Committee  to 
whom  it  is  referred  should  get  to  work 
at  once,  and  that  hereafter  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt), 
who  is,  I  should  say,  tne  real  patentee 
and  person  with  a  true  right  to  ask  the 
Houso  to  consider  the  subject,  should 
also  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 
The  Select  Committee  will  then  be  in  a 
position  to  consider  and  take  evidence  on 
the  whole  subject,  including  the  ques- 
tion of  the  actual  operation  of  the  Act  of 
1H80,  which  hss  now  been  working  for 
five  years.  There  seems  lo  me  to  be 
really  very  little  difference  between  the 
two  proposals;  and  I  do  not  see  why 
Her  Majesty's  Government  should  have 
had  so  much  difficulty  in  making  np 
their  minds  in  the  matter.  We  are  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  Bill  should  be  now 
read  a  second  time  on  the  understanding 
that  hereafter  the  Bill  of  the  boo.  Mem- 
ber for  Morpeth,  which  stands  on  the 
Paper,  but  not  in  a  very  favourable  posi- 
tion, for  to* morrow  fortnight,  should  be 
referred  to  the  same  (Committee. 

Tiia  SECIUTARY  <>r  HTATE  rom 
Tiii:  HOME  DEPABTMENT  (Mr. 
(^iiiu»xas) :  I  can  only  say  a  few  words 
with  the  indulgence  of  the  House ;  but 
if  hon.  Members  will  allow  me  I  will 
explain  how  the  matter  stands.  We 
pro|>oee  that  the  prtMont  Bill  should  be 
deferred  after  it  has  been  read  a  aeoond 
time— {••  No!  *'}— that  in  the  meanwhile 
a  Select  Committee  shall  be  appointed^ 
and  thai  the  two  BiUa^tbe  one  now 
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before  the  House,  and  that  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr. 
Burt)~be  referred  to  the  Oommittee. 
There  can  be  very  little  difference  in 
reading  thia  Bill  a  second  time  on  the 
understanding  that  the  Bill  of  my  hon. 
Friend  is  also  read  a  second  time,  and 
that,  in  the  meantime,  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed  to  consider  both  Bills. 
When  the  Bill  shall  have  been  read  a 
second  time,  I  shall  move  to  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  that  it  be  an  In- 
struction to  the  Committee  that  they 
have  power  to  call  witnesses,  and  to  in- 
quire not  only  into  the  two  Bills  sub- 
mitted to  them,  but  also  into  the  Em- 
ployers* Liability  Act.  The  Committee 
will  be  at  once  appointed,  and  when  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth 
(Mr.  Burt)  has  been  read  a  second 
time  I  shall  move  to  refer  that  Bill  also 
to  the  same  Committee. 

Viscount  CRANBOBNE :  This  being 
the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  address  the  House,  I  desire 
to  make  only  a  few  remarks,  the  more 
especially  because  several  hon.  Members 
who  sit  near  me  on  this  side  of  the 
House  do  not  approve  of  the  course 
proposed  by  Her  Majesty's  (Government. 
I^otwithstanding  the  explanation  which 
has  been  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home  Secretary,  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt  that  the  Government  have 
executed  a  serious  change  of  front  as  to 
the  course  to  be  taken  on  this  Bill.  They 
began  by  agreeing  to  the  suggestion  that 
the  debate  should  be  adjourned  for  the 
purpose  of  having  both  measures  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee.  That,  I  think,  was 
a  proposal  which  was  made  by  two  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government — ^namely,  by  the 
Attorney  General  and  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary.  At  that 
moment  in  comes  the  ChanceUor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  then  we  find  that  the 
whole  thing  b  to  be  reversed.  It  is  very  | 
hard  for  us  to  know  what  the  reason  of 
this  change  of  front  is.  I  can  only  con- 
ceive that  the  hon.  (Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment must  have  used  his  influence  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  now,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Prime  Minister,  occu- 
pying the  position  of  Leader  of  the 
House,  in  oi^er  to  induce  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  make  that  change  of  front. 
But  if  we  cannot  approve  of  the  action 
of  the  Government,  neither  can  we— and 
I  say  it  with  due  humility — approve  of ! 
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the  course  taken  by  the  Leaders  of  the 
Opposition.  We  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  proposal  to  adjourn  the  debate 
was  welcomed  by  the  Front  Bench 
below.  It  was  our  desire  that  the 
difficult  questions  involved  in  the  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  therefore  I  approved  of 
the  suggestion  to  refer  this  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee;  but  I  did  not  approve 
of  the  proposal  to  first  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time,  for  that  would  pledge  tho 
House  to  its  principle,  of  which  I  and 
others  on  these  Benches  disapprove. 
That  principle  involves  the  very  com- 
mon Badical  nostrum  of  compulsion. 
Compulsion,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  princi- 
ple which  is  noxious,  except  where  it  is 
unnecessary.  Let  me  remind  the  House 
that  in  speaking  on  the  question  of  com- 
pulsion the  hon.  Member  who  introduced 
the  Bill  spoke  of  the  Ground  (3«me  Act, 
passed  in  the  last  Parliament.  The 
reason  why  that  Act  is  not  more  noxious 
than  it  has  been  is  because  it  was  en- 
tirely unnecessary,  the  condition  of  agri- 
culture baring  been  such  that  tenants 
could  exact  what  terms  they  liked  from 
landlords  without  the  intervention  of 
the  Act.  With  regard  to  the  present  Bill, 
it  is  by  no  means  in  the  interest  of  the 
employers  that  I  am  speaking.  I  be- 
lieve that  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  kind 
would  M  directly  against  the  intereste 
of  the  workmen.  1  was  talking  the 
other  day  to  a  colliery  owner  in  Lanca- 
shire, and  he  told  me  that  when  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act  was  passed,  in 
the  last  Parliament,  he  called  his  men 
together,  and  said  to  them — "  I  do  not 
wish  in  any  way  to  defraud  you,  and 
therefore  I  would  suggest  that  we 
should  try  this  Act."  And,  conse- 
quently, they  tried  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament for  a  year,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  the  men  all  went  to  my  firiend 
and  asked  him  to  be  allowed  to  contract 
themselves  out  of  the  Act.  [_A  Uufk.'] 
Hon.  Members  may  laugh — in  fact,  they 
do  laugh — ^but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was 
a  very  reasonable  ground  on  which  the 
men  objected  to  the  Employers'  Liability 
Act.  The  point  is  this — iSthough,  on  a 
matter  of  tnis  kind,  I  speak  with  the 
greatest  humility — on  the  occurrence  of 
an  accident  to  one  of  themenheisobliged* 
in  nearly  every  case,  to  bring  an  action 
at  law  in  order  to  recover  the  compensa- 
tion due  to  him  under  the  Aot.  If  be 
cannot  prove  negligence— which  I  am 
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t<ild  it  is  Terj  difBeolt  thing  indeed  to 
d<>— he  has  not  only  to  bear  nil  the  in* 
yiTj  which  the  nooident  may  have  in* 
tli'ted  on  him,  but  to  pay  the  costs  as 
wrll.  C6nsN)ttently,  the  man  thinks 
twicis  or  even  thrice,  before  he  goes  into 
a  (Vurt  of  Law  to  exact  compensation. 
Th#  men  prefer  Tery  much  the  Toluntary 
method  of  getting  compensation  for  an 
accident  through  the  action  of  a  mutual 
Insurance  Company.  Some  hon.  Qen- 
tJ«*men  ^^'om  to  think  thev  may  hare  the 
b«*nefit  of  both  systems,  but  they  ought 
t'>  remember  that  an  Act  of  a  compulsory 
kind  is  very  un{)opular  indeed  with  the 
masters,  and  that  the  tendency  of  it  will 
!'•*  lo  pr<*Tent  the  masters  from  giving 
the  asst«tanct«  thoy  now  giro  to  the  in- 
s'xraace  funds.  If  that  is  the  cane  the 
raen  would  have  to  fall  bsck  on  the 
Cimpalsonr  Art,  and,  if  so,  I  wish  them 
j->y  of  it.  I  think  I  haTe  said  enough  to 
show  that  there  are  very  good  reasons 
why  many  Mpmbers  on  this  side  of  the 
House  should  object  to  the  passing  of 
this  Bill.  Dut  I  think  that  is  a  question 
which  may  ju*t]y  bo  ref«*rred  to  a  8eloct 
t  'ummittee,  providf^d  the  House  does 
Hot  bind  itself  to  the  principle  of  the 
measure  before  the  ( ^  jmmitteo  hss  sat ; 
and,  therofon^,  I  have  the  honour  to 
move  that  the  debate  be  now  ad- 
jottm«d. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proponed, 
"That  the  i>i>bAto  bo  now  adjoumc<i.** 

8ia  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH:  I 
think  that  the  action  which  has  been 
taken  by  Her  Msjf^sty's  Government 
places  tts  in  a  very  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  r>*gard  to  this  matter.  I  am 
ttnfurtunate  enough  not  to  have  l^een 
present  in  the  House  in  the  early  stage  of 
the  debate,  so  that  I  did  not  hear  what 
fell  from  the  Attorney  (leneral,  and  I 
only  heard  part  of  what  fell  from  the  Home 
8«cretary ;  but  I  underMsnd  that  what 
passed  was  this — The  original  policy  of 
the  G<)vemment  wss  pr««ciiiely  that 
whtf^h  has  just  been  snggeiitod  by  my 
nobis  Friend  behind  me— nnmrly,  that 
the  whole  policy  of  the  Kiiiployor«*  Lia- 
bility A«t  vhould  bs  r«m«ider«Ml  formally 
and  completely  by  a  Select  Committee, 
and  for  that  rea%  >n  they  proposed  the 
adioonineat  of  the  dedate  on  this 
BilU  nad  further  proposed  that,  at  a 
latar  Hage.  the  Bill  and  the  Bill  of 
iha   boa.  Member  for   Morpeth   (Mr. 


Burt)  should  be  referred  to  the  eon* 
sideration  of  that  Select  Committee. 
That  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Oentle* 
man  wa^  I  understand,  accepted  as  a 
fair  and  proper  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  question.  8ubse<iuently,  howevoTi 
it  was  objected  to  by  some  Members 
sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
and  also  by  my  hon.  and  leamod  Friend 
the  Member  for  Staffordshire  (Mr. 
Staveloy  Hill\  It  was  objected  to  first 
bv  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
^ork  fMr.  Ix>ckwood\  who  spoke  with 
considerable  fon*e  against  the  principle 
of  fn»edom  of  contrsct.  although  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  would  support  interference  with 
freedom  of  contract  if  applied  to  his  own 
Profession.  It  was  also  objected  to  by 
other  hon.  Members  who  addressed 
themselvee  to  the  subject.  The  result 
of  that  was  that  the  Home  Secretary 
said  ho  approved  of  the  jprincipio  of 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  approved  of  an 
adjournment.  That  was  a  certain  step 
in  advance.  There  was  further  debate, 
and  then  the  (Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer ro%e  and  as  id  ho  approved  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  which  led  him  to 
Hiippjrt  the  second  reading  on  the  pre* 
sent  occasion,  thereby  en tin*]y  departing 
from  the  understanding  arrived  at  with 
my  right  hon.  Friend.  I  confcM  that  I 
was  not  a  little  puzzled  by  what  had 
paired  up  to  that  stage  ;  but  I  was  still 
more  puzzled  when  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Memb4>r  for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Stuart- 
Wortley)  accepted  that  proposition  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Eichequer.  It 
does  appear  to  me  that,  by  agreeing 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  the 
House  commits  itself  to  the  principle  of 
that  Bill— that  being  an  old  and  well 
understood  rule.  Now,  what  are  the 
principles  of  the  Bill  ?  I  must  not  debate 
them  on  this  Motion;  bnt  they  are 
principlee  which,  to  my  mind,  are  of 
vital  importance  in  the  M^ttlement  of  the 
quention  ;  they  are  principles  which,  if 
carrietl  into  efftK't,  would  fatally  interfere 
with  those  advantageA  which  my  hon. 
and  lesmed  Friend  the  Member  for  Staf* 
fordshiro  ^Mr.  Suveley  Hill  has  told  the 
Hou<»e  hare  been  pven  to  the  employ isl 
by  many  employers  of  labour,  and 
which  he  expreMcd  his  great  devire  to 
maintain.  If  that  be  so,  the  Uouse^  is 
asked  this  evening  to  assent  to  a  pria* 
ciple  of  no  little  importaaoe  whan  il  no- 


1099    Emphyir/ LiaUlity  Ad     {COMMONS}      {l^^fi)  Aminimeni  BtU.      1100 


oepts  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  real  neces- 
sity that  this  question  should  be  tho* 
roughly  sifted  and  investigated.  Next 
year  it  must  be  dealt  with  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  it  is  so  difficult  a  matter 
that  no  inquiry  can  be  too  thorough 
or  too  searching — I  was  almost  going 
to  say  too  long— [**  No !  **]— if  you  can 
secure  its  final  and  satisfactory  settle- 
ment. But  if  that  inquiry  is  to  be  under- 
taken,  surely  it  should  be  approached, 
so  to  speak,  with  an  open  mind.  Surely 
it  should  be  approached  without  the 
preliminary  acceptance  of  any  principle 
as  to  a  change  in  the  law,  especially  a 
change  of  such  great  importance  as 
would  be  effected  by  the  Bill  which  is 
now  before  the  House.  I  must  say,  for 
myself,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the 
suggestion  of  a  Select  Committee  is  a 
very  proper  and  necessary  suggestion ; 
but  that  the  Committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed without  reference  to  this  or  any 
other  Bill  —  in  point  of  fact,  that  it 
should  go  into  the  inquiry 

Mb.  SPEAKEB:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  now  discussing  the  Main 
Question,  which  is  irregular  upon  a 
Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
beg  pardon.  I  will  only  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  it  appears  to  me,  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  having  been  at  first 
AugfiTOsted  by  Her  Majesty's  Oovem- 
ment,  as  the  mode  in  which  they  pro- 
posed to  deal  with  the  subject,  it  would 
oe  wise  for  the  House  to  adhere  to  that 

{proposition.  Bv  doing  so  they  would 
eave  the  whole  question  open,  as  it 
ought  to  be  left  open,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee. 

Thb  chancellor  of  thbEXCHE- 
QUER  (Sir  Wiluak  Harcoukt)  :  The 
Government  do  hot  defend  the  literal 
consistency  of  the  course  which  has  been 
taken  either  on  this  or  that  Bench.  If 
it  were  destrable^which  I  have  no  wish 
to  do — to  enter  into  recrimination  on  this 
subject,  I  should  say  that  the  late  Home 
Secretary  (Sir  R.  Assheton  Cross)  took 
one  view,  that  the  late  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Stuart- Wortley)  took  another,  and  that 
then  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks  Beach)  reverted  to  the 
old  position.  With  regard  to  the  €K>- 
Temment,  there  is  no  doubt  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  suggested  that  the 
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whole  subject  should  be  referred  to  a 
Committee.  As  the  debate  went  on  our 
views  underwent  a  modification.  I  am 
not  in  the  least  ashamed  to  confess  it, 
and  it  is  frequently  the  case  in  debatea 
in  this  House  that  as  they  go  on  opi- 
nions become  modified.  What  is  tne 
use  of  debate  in  this  House  unless  it  is 
to  modify  views?  The  Government,  how- 
ever, stand  in  a  very  different  podtioa 
with  reference  to  the  substance  of  this 
question  from  right  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite. My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Sie- 
oretary  of  State  has  affirmed  that  we 
agree  with  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  doea 
not  agree  with  the  principle  of  the  Bill ; 
at  all  events,  he  has  not  yet  made  up  his 
mind.  As  regards  the  Government,  the 
only  question  affecting  them  is  one  of 
procedure  with  reference  to  a  matter 
upon  which  we  are  agreed  in  principle. 
I  quite  admit  that  it  would  be  a  different 
question  if  we  were  agreed  upon  the 
principle.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Home  Secretary  suggested  that  it  would 
be  consistent  with  the  opinions  of  the 
promoters  of  this  Bill  and  the  Bill  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mor- 
peth (Mr.  Burt)  that  a  particular  course 
should  be  taken.  The  supporters  of  the 
principle  of  the  present  Bill  demurred 
to  that  course  being  taken.  I  think  it 
was  perfectly  reaM>nable  that  we  should 
consider  that  objection,  seeing  that  we 
agree  with  them  in  the  main  substance 
of  the  Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  and  some  of  his  Friends,  in- 
cluding the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Darwen  (Yisoount  Cranbome),  whom 
we  heard  with  satisfaction,  expressed 
opinions  that  were  altogether  different, 
and  opinions  with  which  we  do  not 
concur.  But  there  are  further  stages  of 
the  Bill  after  it  leaves  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  which  it  will  be  possible  to 
raise  any  question  as  to  principle ;  and, 
indeed,  in  the  Select  Committee  itself  it 
will  be  quite  possible  to  do  so.  There- 
fore, hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  not 
precluded  by  any  means  from  further 
opposition  to  the  principle  of  the  BilL 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  after 
the  concurrence  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Stnart- 
Wortley),  the  late  Under  Secretanr  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  I  do 
not  think  that  hon.  Oaitlemen  ntting 
on  that  side  of  the  Honse  have  any  right 
to  complain  of  the  course  we  have  taken. 
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VLj  right  hon.  Friend  said  Ihe  differenco 
between  as  was  so  inGoitMiinial  that  it 
was  not  Worth  discussing.  There  is  no  in- 
tention of  acting  in  anj  waj  unfairly  to 
hon.  Oentl«»m«n  opponiu*,  or  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  who  demur  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  S(H>ing  that  thoy  will 
be  able  to  dticuM  that  principle  here- 
after. And  thorefore  I  hope,  on  the 
whole,  that  without  any  warmth  of  feel- 
ing on  the  sttbjei^t  the  course  which  I 
haTe  sugi^estol  will  be  adopted. 

8ia  K,  ASSnKTOX  CROSS:  The 
right  hon.  Oentlvman  who  has  just 
spoken  does  not  often  succeed  in  throw  • 
ing  oil  upon  the  troubled  waters,  and 
he  has  certainly  not  succeeded  in  doing 
so  to*ni(;ht.  Ho  has  not  only  thrown 
oTerboard  the  Sec  rotary  of  State  for  the 
Ht)me  Departmt^nt,  but  ho  has  also 
thrown  over  a  former  Colleague  of  his — 
I»rd  Monk  Bretton — bt^caune,  when  Mr. 
l)ud<Hin  ,now  Lord  Monk  Bretton^ 
had  chargo  of  the  Employers*  Liability 
Bill  in  IHHO,  he  brought  it  forward  as  a 
tentative  measure,  for  the  eipr<*ss  pur- 
pose of  baring  it  reconsidered  after  it 
nad  been  in  operation  for  a  few  years. 
The  obj<>ct  which  I  had  in  view  in 
assenting  to  the  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment, and  tho  object  of  the  adjournment 
itself*  was  to  ^rorido  that  the  inquiry 
of  the  Committee  should  be  deferred 
until  it  could  hare  the  opportunity  of 
constdetiug  that  which  Lord  Monk 
Br«ttoti  said  in  IH.mO  ou(;ht  to  be  con* 
sidereal— namely,  how  far  tho  Art  had 
answered  its  purpono  before  it  was  made 
final,  or  xi%  proviFi'>nft  extended.  The 
whole  objtet  of  the  adjournment,  which 
is  the  Question  U]H>n  which  I  am  at  the 
preeent  moment  speaking,  was  in  order 
to  afford  a  pn*i>er  opjKirtunity  for  having 
the  whole  matter  dii<.ufiM*d.  I  sug- 
gested that  the  debate  ftliould  be  ad- 
journed for  tho  purp  'ao  of  securing  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee,  and  that 
the  Committee  should  sit  without  the 
principle  of  this  mossure  haring  been 
affirmed  by  the  IIoii»o  in  the  hn^t  in- 
sUnce.  [-Ordor!"]  If  I  am  out  of 
Order  the  Speaker  will  orroct  me.  I 
•ay  that  tho  obJ4«ct  with  which  the  ad- 
journment of  the  def»ate  wai  sugf;e»ted 
in  the  early  part  of  tho  evening  was 
this — that  be/ore  we  ai%sdnted  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  bv  reading  it  a 
•eeona  time  we  might  have  the  expo* 
rieooe  of  the  Select  Committee,  together 
with  the  evidence  adduced  before  them, 


and  the  conclusion  thev  may  arrive  at, 
whether  the  principle  of  the  Employers' 
Liability  Aot  ought  to  be  extended  or 
not.  That  was  the  sole  object  I  had  in 
proposing  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
Late ;  it  is  the  reason  why  1  shall  sup- 
port it  now ;  and  it  was  the  reason  why 
the  suggestion  was  accepted  by  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Ilome  Department.  It  is  simply 
because  other  hon.  Members  have  made 
other  suggestions  that  the  Chancellor  of 
tho  Exchequer  has  proposed  a  different 
course,  although  he  did  not  hear  a  word 
of  what  was  Mated  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  disruAMon. 

TiitCII  ANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  William  Hakcoubt)  :  I  beg 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman*s  pardon.  He 
is  mistaken.  I  have  b<vpii  present 
tbrotighout  the  debate,  and  I  heard  the 
spet'ch  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sin  R.  ASS H ETON  CROSS:  I  am 
glad  that  I  was  mistaken.  I  am  only 
sorry  that  my  remarks  had  no  effect 
upon  him,  and  I  am  still  more  sorry 
that  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the 
present  Homo  Socretary  nad  so  little 
effect  upon  him  that  he  was  induced  to 
get  up  half  an* hour  afterwards  and 
make  a  different  proposal  altogether. 

CoLoxRL  BLUNDELL:  As  a  new 
Member  addressing  the  House  for  the 
first  time,  I  would  claim  it4  indulgence. 
.\s  an  employer  of  labour  who  has 
loyally  acc«*pt«»d  the  Act,  I  rise  for 
tho  purpoM>  of  expr<»«^ing  my  convic- 
tion that  it  is  for  tho  interest  of  the 
working  man  himself  that  he  should 
have  the  power  of  contracting  himself 
out  of  the  Emplovers*  Liability  Act. 

Mr.  Sri-LiKEli :  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  is  not  addressing  himself 
to  the  Question  before  the  House,  which 
is  that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned, 
and  not  the  Main  Question. 

Sin  HENRY  HAVELCK^K-ALLAN : 
I  have  Hutened  with  the  greatest  atten- 
tion to  the  remarks  whiih  have  been 
made  by  the  late  Home  S^-irftary  (Sir 
H.  A^heton  Cn>!»»  ;  but  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  th«'y  failed  to  carry  any  con- 
viction to  my  mind.  I  understand  him 
to  #ay  that  there  is  a  differ«'nce  of  opi- 
nion between  two  right  hon.  G4*nt]em«>n 
hitting  cm  the  Front  B«-ruh,  and  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  thrown 
overboard  the  Si^cretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department ;  but  I  am  bound  to 
say  that»  so  far  as  I  caught  the  remnrka 
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of  both  of  those  right  hon.  Qentlemen, 
I  cannot  find  the  smallest  possible  dif- 
ference in  their  action.  The  question 
dealt  with  by  the  Bill  has  the  greatest 
interest  for  many  of  the  constituents  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order!  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  is  travelling 
from  the  Question. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Colonel  BLUNDELL:  Under  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act,  as  it  now 
stands,  the  workmen  are  able  to  contract 
themselves  out  of  it.  Now,  I  think  that 
that  is  a  very  proper  thing ;  and  the  sys> 
tern  of  insurance  which  has  been  estab- 
lished, and  to  which  the  employers  con- 
tribute, is  of  the  utmost  advantage  to  the 
workman.  It  provides  for  him  when  he 
is  sick,  and  also  for  his  widow  and 
orphans  if  he  has  the  misfortune  to  be 
kiUed.  I  see  no  objection  to  a  provision 
in  the  Act  rendering  it  illegal  to  make 
it  a  condition  of  employment  that  a  work- 
man should  contract  himself  out  of  the 
Act,  provided  he  may  do  so  if  he  thinks 
it  his  interest ;  but  I  would  point  out  that 
in  dangerous  occupations,  such  as  that  of 
ooal-mining,  the  injuries  inflicted  upon 
the  workmen  which  can  by  any  pos< 
sibility  be  imputed  to  the  negligence  of 
the  employer  are  infinitesimal — pro- 
bably not  more  than  5  or  10  per  cent. 
But  many  accidents  occur  in  which  the 
injured  workmen  suppose  that  negligence 
can  be  so  imputed,  and  the  consequence 
is  that  there  is  an  enormous  amount  of 
litigation.  So  much  is  that  the  case 
that  in  1 884  the  claims  made  were  four 
times  as  great  as  the  compensation  ob- 
tained by  the  workmen.  Therefore,  it 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  upon 
the  Select  Committee  which  will  have  to 
consider  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  this 
vital  question  should  be  oarefuUv  sifted 
to  the  bottom,  because  I  do  not  disguise 
from  myself  that  many  workmen  sup- 
pose that  the  question  of  safety  is  in- 
volved. But  in  dangerous  occupations 
like  coal-mining  there  are  Acts  of  Par- 
Vament  passed,  like  the  Mines  Regula- 
tion Act,  which  are  intended  to  protect 
the  workmen ;  and  if  they  fail  to  give 
them  protection  they  should  at  once  be 
amended.  I  have  dwelt  strictly  upon 
this  single  point,  because  I  feel  that  it 
is  the  very  essence  of  the  Bill  now  before 
us. 

Sir  Henry  HofeUek' Allan 


Captaik  YERNEY  :  I  have  only  one 
remark  to  address  to  the  House.  I  am 
anxious  to  say  a  word  on  behalf  of  a 
class  of  workmen  who  are  entirely  un- 
represented in  this  Honse— the  class  of 
seamen.  I  understand  that  when  the 
Bill  passes  a  second  reading  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  principle  of  it  has  been 
thereby  affirmed ;  and  I  hope  that,  in 
this  case,  it  will  be  also  understood  that 
part  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill  which 
we  are  about  to  affirm  to-night  is  that 
seamen  shall  be  brought  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  measure. 

Mb.  for  wood  :  I  hope  the  House 
will  extend  to  me  the  indulgence  which 
is  usually  afforded  to  a  Member  who 
rises  to  address  it  for  the  first  time.  I 
may  say  that  I  appear  here  in  a  dual 
capacity,  seeing  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  represent  a  large  body  of  men  who 
are  engag^  in  coal-mining,  and  that  I 
have  also  the  further  privilege  of  repre- 
senting another  large  body  of  men  who 
are  interested  in  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill— I  mean  the  shipping  interest. 
With  regard  to  the  colliers,!  must  admit 
that  I  originally  took  the  view  that  they 
were  better  off  by  entering  into  an 
arrangement  with  the  mine  owners  by 
which  an  insurance  fund  was  provided, 
under  which  a  collier,  in  the  case  of  an  ac- 
cident which,  whether  it  came  within  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act  or  not,  would 
receive  compensation.  But  upon  discuss- 
ing the  matter  with  the  workmen  them- 
selves I  found— and  I  honour  them  for 
it— that  they  put  in  the  forefront  their 
anxiety  to  make  compulsory  the  neces- 
sity of  protecting  life  and  limb,  and  that 
it  is  not  with  them  a  mere  question  of 
compensation.  They  desire  to  come 
under  the  Act  in  onier  that  they  may 
best  protect  the  mines  in  which  they 
work  and  their  own  livee  from  accident. 
Therefore,  I  feel  that  as  regards  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  as  far  as  it  appliee 
to  that  class  of  workmen,  it  is  desirable 
that  it  should  be  affirmed,  and  distinctly 
affirmed.  But  there  is  another  point  in 
the  Bill  which  is  quite  novel,  and  which 
has  not  been  considered,  I  believe,  in 
this  House  before — namely,  the  refer- 
ence to  seamen.  Now,  I  would  venture 
to  suggest  to  the  House  that  the  position 
of  the  seamen  and  that  of  other  work- 
men are  not  analogous.  As  regards 
workmen  employed  in  general  trade, 
their  work  in  mines  or  buildings  is 
carried  on  under  the  eye  and  under  the 
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iotpMUon  of  their  own  masinr  or  a  fore- 
mao.  Bat  with  regard  to  a  ship,  tlie 
veMel  is  fi^nt  to  sea  with  all  that  ia 
p^ctMary  to  ecjaip  her  and  render  her 
seaworthy.  The  owner  prorides  the  hest 
olBrer  and  master  he  can  command  to 
ciintrul  that  ship ;  but  once  it  has  left  tlie 
p«>rt  and  gone  away  from  his  sight,  ho 
Las  no  further  opportunity  of  eierri^ing 
that  vigilanre  and  constant  control  over 
hor  which  the  owner  of  a  factory  or  of  a 
ci>al  mino  has,  who«e  works  are  condui  ted 
nndor  his  own  imme<liate  inspection. 
As  the  great  national  shipping  industry 
has  not  been  alluded  to  to-night,  per- 
haps I  may  bo  allowed  for  a  moment  or 
two  to  place  before  the  House  the  exact 
position  of  the  shipowner,  and  the  dif- 
liTence  which  exiftts  between  his  poMt- 
tion  and  that  of  the  manufacturer 
and  colliery  proprietor.  The  manufao* 
turer  proceeds  with  his  work  under 
little,  if  anr,  inspection ;  but  the  case  is 
r astir  ditforont  with  the  shipowner. 
The  law  recognises  that  there  are  great 
dangers  attending  the  voyagoA  of  a  ship ; 
and  from  the  day  that  a  man  makes 
up  his  mind  that  he  will  build  a  ship 
until    the    day    that    ship  leaves    her 

rr»rt    tho  shipowner    positively    hands 
imself  over  body  ana  sotil  to  the  in- 
S|MKtorship  of  the  Board  of  Trade.     Ho 
draws  his  plans  and  makes  out  his  speci- 
fications, and  he  has  to  submit  those  plans 
and  spr<Mfirattons  for  the  approval  of  the 
1(  'aru  of  Trsdo.    I  am  spoaking  now  of 
the  steam  shtp>wner.     Th<*n  he  has  to 
obtain  from  a  (toTomment  l)<«partment 
a  certificate  that  the  vessel  has  been 
built,    prepared,  and    equipped    in    a 
manner  sufficiently  strong  to  insure  her 
safe  navigation.     Even  then  the  ship* 
owner  has  net  a  free  choice  as  to  whom 
ho   shall  employ  in   the   conduct  and 
navigation  of  the  ship;  but  he  is  bound 
to  employ  a  master  or  engineer  officer, 
who  must  have  submitted  himvOf  to  an 
cYsmination  by  an  inspecting  officer  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  received  a  cer- 
tificate as  to  his  qualification.     A  ship 
sent  lo  si«a  is  thus,  from  first  to  Isnt, 
wader  the  control  of  a  Uovemment  l>e-  I 
partment.     When  the  vessel  goes  to  S4*a  j 
under  the  direction  of  a  duly  certificated  ■ 
mastar,  she  passes  absolut<»ly  away  from  j 
the  control  of  the  owner ;  but  if  this  | 
Bill  passes,  in  the  shape  in  which  it  is 
now  before  the  House,  the  owner  will 
befoma  responsible  for  every  act  and  ! 
deed  of  the  officers  he  employs  whieh  j 


may  be  oonstrued  to  have  been  in  any 
degree  an  act  arising  from  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  master  or  other  certi- 
ficated officer  so  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Trade.     Now,  Sir,  it  is  very  difficult 
to  determine  what  is  negligence  and 
what  is  an  error  of  jud foment  on  the 
part  of  the  master  or  officer  navigating 
the  ship.     Wo  have  hundreds  of  cases 
investigated  year  by  year  before  the 
Wreck  Commi^sione^s,  whose  duty  it  is 
to   ascertain   whether    the  master  has 
navigated  his  ship  in  a  seamanlike  man- 
ner,   or  whether  the  accident  or  loss 
arose  from  some  cause  not  under  the 
control  of   the  owner,    or  master,  or 
officers.      It  is  one  of   the  most  dif- 
ficult points  the  Wreck  Commissioners 
has  to  decide  where  oomcs  in  the  question 
whether  the  master  was  guilty  of  ne^- 
lig^nce  in  navigation,  or  whether  he  was 
only  guilty  of  an  error  of  judgment.    In 
order  to  show  the  House   how  difficult 
and  how  intricate  that  question  is,  I  may 
say  that  it  may  turn  upon  a  point  whe- 
ther the  msster  has  cast  his  lead  every 
hour  or  every  two  hours,  or  upon  other 
matters  perfectly  out  of  the  control  and 
altogether  beyond  the  cognisance  of  tho 
owner.      If  the  Court  holds  that  the 
master  ought  to  have  tsken  a  cast  of  his 
lead  every  hour,  and  that  he  only  did  it 
every  two  hoor^,  he  is  held  to  have  been 
guilty  of  negligence ;  and  it  is  proposed, 
under  this  Bill,  even  if  the  ship  may 
have  gone  to  the  bottom,  that  for  such 
an  aot  of  technical  negligence  the  owner 
of  the  ship  shall  be  liable  for  three 
years'  wages  in  the  case  of  every  man 
who  was  on  board  that  vessel.     That 
means,  in  the  case  of  some  of  oar  large 
Atlantic  liners,  something  like  £30,000. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  House  will 
consider  that  it  is  a  subject   of  deep 
importance  and  great  moment,  and  one 
that   is  not  to    be   decided   hastily  or 
without  careful  consideration.     There  ti 
another  ptnnt  in  tho  Bill  to  which  I  must 
also  call  attention.     It  makes  the  owner 
responsible,  under  S^otion  3,  for  the  neg. 
ligence  of  ^'f^ry  person  who  mav  have 
been  entrust<Hi  by  him  with  the  duty  of 
seeing  that  the  ways,   means,  works, 
machinery,  aod  plant  are  in  a  pn^per 
condition.     Now,  large  employment  is 
found  by  the  owners  of  vessels— and  I 
mar  say  at  once  it  is  the  only  pro- 
fitable employment  for  owners  at  the 
pfsisnt  day,  m  trading  abroad,  visittog 
the   hoine   port   saldom,   but  making 
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▼ojages  inter-colonial,  or  from  port 
to  port  abroad.  Under  this  Bill  the 
master  abroad  will  select  probably 
the  best  engineer  and  the  best  work- 
people he  can  find  to  effect  any  repairs 
that  may  have  to  be  done  in  a  foreign 
country,  but  of  whom  the  owner  at 
home  has  never  heard  before.  If  such 
workpeople  do  their  work  negligently 
or  inefficiently,  under  this  Bill  the 
owner  at  home  is  made  responsible  for 
acts  over  which  it  is  impossible  that 
he  can  exercise  any  control  whatever. 
Now,  Sir,  the  Employers'  Liability  Act, 
to  which  this  is  to  be  a  supplement, 
dearly  and  distinctly  sets  out  that  by 
reason  of  the  negligence  of  any  person 
in  the  service  of  the  owner  certain 
penalties  shall  be  incurred.  One  effect 
of  this  drastic  legislation  will  be  to  in- 
crease what,  I  think,  is  a  very  unwhole- 
some practice  for  the  purpose  of  defeat- 
ing the  Act,  and  I  will  point  it  «ut  to 
the  House  in  this  way.  The  Limited 
Liability  Act  is  frequently  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  ownership  of  a  vessel. 
The  owners  of  a  vessel  constitute  them- 
selves into  a  single  Company  with  fully 
paid-up  shares.  If  that  vessel  goes  to 
the  bottom  the  whole  of  the  capital  com- 
prised in  the  shares  goes  with  it,  and 
there  is  nothing  left  to  represent  any- 
body against  whom  a  claim  for  compen- 
sation under  the  Act  can  be  made.  The 
effect  will  be  to  do  away  with  the  private 
ownership  of  vessels,  which  still  very 
largely  prevails  in  this  country,  and  to 
force  every  owner  to  take  advantage  of 
the  unwholesome  provisions  of  the 
Limited  Liability  Act  in  regard  to  the 
ownership  of  vessels.  The  result  would 
be  that  instead  of  giving  protection  to 
the  sailors  the  owners  would  absolutely 
escape  soot-free,  owing  to  the  desire 
which  would  sprinff  up  to  evade  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  I  have  pointed 
out  these  practical  points — ^I  hope  the 
House  will  consider  them  practical  points 
— for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Select  Committee,  which  I 
hope  will  be  appointed  to  consider  this 
measure,  to  the  important  fact  that  it  in- 
volves a  new  departure  as  regards  the 
question  of  seamen,  and  requires  very 
careful  attention  at  the  hands  of  any 
Committee  which  may  be  appointed. 
In  regard  to  the  ffeneral  principles  of 
the  Employers'  Liaoility  Act,  so  lar  asit 
affects  the  pocket  interest,  in  forcing 
manofaotorers  and  othara  who  employ 
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labour  to  provide  good  machinery  and 
appliances,  I  cordially  sympathize  with 
the  object  of  the  Bill.  All  I  hope  is,  that 
the  House  will  not  allow  their  sentiment 
to  run  away  with  their  reason,  and  in- 
duce them  to  strain  a  point  against  the 
general  interests  of  the  country. 

Mb.  MaoINNES  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  has  called  attention  to  the 
case  of  seamen.  May  I,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  say  a  few  words 
in  regard  to  another  class  who  have  not 
been  referred  to  to-night — I  mean  the 
railway  employit^  because  no  body  of 
workmen  will  be  more  largely  affected 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  than  those 
with  whom  I  happen  to  be  connected — 
I  mean  the  London  and  North- Western 
Railway  Company.  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  position  of  the  men 
under  that  Company,  and  under  private 
firms  who  have  made  similar  arrange- 
ments. I  came  down  to  this  House  en- 
tirely  prepared  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  Like  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  I  found,  on  facing  my 
constituents,  that  there  was  no  question 
regarded  by  them  as  of  more  general 
interest.  Over  and  over  again  my  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  principles  of 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth 
(Mr.  Burt) ;  and  I  have  always  claimed 
to  myself  the  right  in  Committee,  after 
the  ^ill  should  have  passed  a  second 
reading,  to  bring  forward  the  case  of 
the  railway  servants,  with  regard  to 
which  I  have  fipeoial  knowledge.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor )» 
who  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  said  that  practically  the  railway 
servants  in  this  country  were  morally 
compelled  to  contract  themselves  out  of 
the  Employers'  Liability  Act.  Now,  I 
wish  to  tell  the  House  that  in  regard  to 
the  very  large  body  of  men  employed 
by  the  London  and  North- Western  Bail- 
way  that  accusation  does  not  hold  good. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  The 
hon.  Member  must  excuse  me.  I  do 
not  think  I  committed  myself  to  the 
statement  that  the  great  body  of  railway 
servants  were  compelled  to  contract 
themselves  out  of  the  Act ;  but  what  I 
said  was  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
workmen  in  the  country  were  compelled 
to  contract  themselves  out  of  it. 

Ma.  MacINNES  :  I  beg  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's pardon  if  I  have  misrepresented 
him.  I  was  quite  aware  that  he  had 
not  alluded  specially  to  railway  work- 
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mmk ;  bot  m  they  are  a  larg*  bod j,  and 
will  uadoubUdlj  be  affacted,  I  con- 
doded  that  hit  obMnratioaa  applied  to 
tham.  Now,  the  potitioa  of  the  railway 
aerranta*  with  whom  I  hare  the  honour 
to  be  eoanectod,  ia  thta.  When  the  Act 
of  1880  beeame  law»  the  London  and 
North- Western  RailwarCompany  called 
their  men  together  by  delegates  from  all 
parte  of  the  country,  and  placed  a 
acheme  before  them  for  their  considera- 
tion. Th<»y  were  not  asked  to  adopt  it 
hastily.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  re- 
quested to  go  back  to  the  country  and 
conaider  it  caref  uHt  through  their  dele- 
gatea.  Some  weeka  were  spent  by  the 
men  in  so  considering  tho  scheme.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  they  returned,  and 
accepted  the  proposition  placed  before 
them  by  an  enormous  majority  of  no  less 
than  32,000  in  farour  of  acoepting  it, 
againat  59  individuala  who  were  unwill- 
ing or  indisposed  to  accept  the  terms 
of  the  Company.  The  proposal  was  by 
no  means  framed  with  any  idea  that  the 
Company  would  benefit  their  pockets.  On 
the  oontrary.  in  the  proposals  made  by 
the  Company  the  shareholders  were  re- 
quired to  make  a  large  grant  from  their 
resources.  Indeed,  the  proposal  was  of 
Sttoh  a  character  that  instead  of  spend- 
ing a  matter  of  some  £3,000  a-year, 
whioh  waa  the  utmoat  that  oould  have 
been  possibly  claimed  under  the  Aot,  a 
Tory  much  larger  sum  waa  Toluntarily 
contributed  br  the  shareholders  of  the 
Company.  Although  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  priaeiple  of  this  Dill,  and  think 
that  we  ought  not  in  this  House  to  pass 
permtasiTe  Acts — that  if  an  Aet  of  Par- 
liament is  good  we  ought  to  pass  it,  and 
if  it  is  bad  that  we  ought  to  repeal  it, 
but  that  we  ought  not  to  allow  permis- 
siTO  lewislation^I  think  that  the  iote- 
rssls  of  men  who  in  large  numbers  haTO 
aeoepted  the  terms  offend  to  them,  both 
in  tnis  and  ia  similar  cases,  should  be 
fairly  considered  when  the  Bill  goes 
before  the  Committee.  A  suggestion 
has  been  made  in  some  quarters  whioh 
sisms  to  me  to  be  worthy  of  eonstde- 
ratioa — namely,  that  in  cases  where  in- 
soranee  funds  eiist  the  firms  which 
have  crsat4*d  such  insuraaee  funds  should  I 
have  public  inspection  applied  to  them. 
Freedom  to  contract  themselTee  out  of 
the  Act  should  only  be  conceded  when 
a  Mtisfaetory  certificate  was  obtained  to 
ptore  that  no  eompolsion  was  being 
need  towarda  the  workpeople.    It  may 


be  said  that  such  a  proposal  ia  in  the 
nature  of  a  compromise ;  but  I  would 
point  out  that  it  is  offered  in  the  inte- 
reets  of  the  men  themsolroa,  who,  in  the 
ease  of  the  serrants  of  the  London  and 
North- Western  Bail  way  Company,  in 
such  a  large  proportion  aa  3*J,000 
against  69,  after  full  consideration,  ex* 
pressed  themselres  satisfied  with  the  ar- 
rangement proposed  for  their  acceptance. 
It  appears  to  me  that  in  affirming  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  we  ought  to  resenre 
to  ourseWee  the  right  in  Committee  to 
consider  and  deal  with  this  point  in  the 
way  I  hare  suggested.  £Ten  if  the 
clause  were  introduced,  I  have  said  that 
the  arrangement  made  by  the  London 
and  North- Western  Bailway  Company 
is  such  that  the  shareholders  contnoute 
under  it  a  larger  sum  than  they  ean  be 
called  upon  to  pay  under  the  Act.  The 
arrangement  has  been  in  existence  for 
fire  years,  and  with  that  experience  the 
Directors  are  ready  to  refer  to  their 
books  and  acoounta,  which  will  estab- 
lish the  oorreotness  of  what  I  hare 
sUted. 

Sia  JOHN  COMMCRELL :  If  it  were 
not  for  the  speech  of  the  hon.  If  ember 
for  Ormskirk  (Mr.  Forwood)  I  should 
not  hare  risen  to  address  the  House  on 
this  subject;  but  haTing  some  expe- 
rience aa  a  sailor  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed 
to  occupy  a  few  minutea  in  stating  my 
Tiews  upon  the  question  of  bringing 
seamen  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  If 
I  beliered  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  seamen  themaelTOS  that  they 
should  be  brought  under  the  Act  I 
should  at  once  agree  to  the  prineiple ; 
but  I  beliere,  haTing  regara  to  the 
Tidssitudes  of  a  sailor's  life,  that  it 
would  not  be  so.  What  the  hon.  Mem* 
her  for  Ormskirk  said  is  perfectly  true ;  I 
quite  agree  with  him  that  it  is  manifsatly 
impossible  for  a  shipowner  in  Eng- 
land to  haTO  any  knowled^  of  what 
is  g^>ing  on  in  connection  with  his  ship 
in  a  foreign  part.  Supposing,  for  in- 
9tanee.  the  engineer  is  invalided,  or 
diee,  the  captain  of  the  ship  gets  the 
best  engineer  who  can  be  found  in  the 
p<irt  to  do  the  work ;  but  bad  may  be 
the  best.  Instances  may  occur  of  a  man 
losing  his  arm  or  hia  leg :  but  ia  it  right 
that  the  shipowner  should  be  taxed  to  the 
extent  of  three  years'  pay  for  aa  aceident 
orer  which  he  has  no  control  7  It  is  ^ust 
the  same  in  the  case  of  sailing  shipa. 
Upon  the  ocean,  thouaaada  of  nilaa  awaj 
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from  England,  with  only  one  officer  on 
deck  in  charge  of  the  vessel,  what  may  not 
happen.  How  can  the  owners  tell,  if  a 
man  falls  off  a  yard,  whether  it  is  caused 
by  a  rotten  brace  or  by  a  shift  of  wind  ? 
I  can  assure  the  House  that  these  matters 
are  not  easily  dealt  with  at  sea,  nor  can 
they  be  easily  judged  of  afterwards. 
Sailors  are.  as  a  class,  not  partial  to 
lawyers.  There  is,  I  belioTC,  a  good 
understanding  between  owners  and  sea- 
men at  the  present  time,  and  I  trust 
that  the  harmony  which  exists  between 
them  may  not  be  disturbed ;  but  I  beliere 
that  the  result  of  bringing  shipowners 
under  this  law  would  be  that  this  har- 
mony would  be  very  much  interfered 
with.  Sir,  there  are  many  of  my  bro- 
ther officers  here,  more  than  ever  there 
were  before ;  and  I  say  that  we  arrogate 
to  ourselves,  notwithstanding  the  remark 
of  one  hon.  Member  who  has  spoken, 
that  we  represent  in  this  House  sailors 
just  as  much  as  officers  and  shipowners, 
and  as  long  as  we  remain  here  we  shall 
continue  to  do  so.  For  these  reasons  I 
object  to  shipowners  being  brought 
under  the  Bill. 

Sib  JOHN  GOBST :  Sir,  I  can  assure 
my  hon.  Friends  below  the  Gangway 
that  my  speech  shall  be  very  short.  I 
apologize  for  my  temerity  in  speaking 
on  this  subject,  and  as  one  of  a  class 
said  by  the  gallant  Admiral  who  has 
just  spoken  to  be  peculiarly  obnoxious 
to  sailors.  I  venture  to  make  some  ob- 
servations to  the  House  on  behalf  of 
seamen.  I  should  not  do  so  if  I  were 
sure  that  the  gallant  Admiral  the  Mem- 
ber for  Southampton  (Sir  John  Com- 
merell)  was  an  adequate  Representative 
of  seamen.  I  have  an  idea  that  there  is 
a  difference  with  regard  to  this  matter 
in  the  Navy  as  compared  with  the  Mor- 
ohant  Service,  and  that  ordinary  seameu 
do  not  look  at  it  in  the  same  light  as  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentlemin.  I  have 
been  a  supporter  of  the  Employers'  lia- 
bility Act  since  the  time  when  it  was 
first  brought  into  this  House ;  and  I  re- 
member, when  I  had  the  honour  of  a 
seat  below  the  Gangway  on  the  opposite 
side,  that  it  was  supported  at  the  time 
by  some  Gentlemen  opposite  who  are 
now  most  eloquent  in  the  denunciation 
of  its  principles.  I  should  also  like  to 
say  that  those  who  have  been  ardent 
and  consistent  supporters  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Liability  Act  have  never  been 
able  to  nnderttand  why  seamen  have 
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been  excluded  from  its  provisions.  Ar- 
guments have  been  adduced  by  the 
Attorney  General  (Mr.  Charles  Eussell), 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Orms- 
kirk,  and  the  gallant  Admiral  who  has 
just  sat  down,  against  the  Bill,  which 
are  just  as  applicable  to  the  case  of 
miners  who  worked  below  ground  as  to 
seamen.  In  answer  to  the  Attorney 
Geueral's  statement,  I  should  like  to  ass 
what  control  the  representative  of  a 
Mining  Company  in  London  has  over 
miners  working  underground  in  North- 
umberland ?  If  a  shareholder  in  a  mine 
is  to  be  made  liable  for  the  negligence 
of  managers  and  overlookers  under  these 
circumstances,  I  say  that  you  should 
apply  the  same  principle  as  you  apply 
to  him  to  owners  of  ships.  If  the  law  is 
good  in  one  case  it  is  good  in  the  other. 
But,  Sir,  I  happen  io  know  that  the  ex* 
elusion  of  seamen  from  the  benefit  of 
the  Act  of  1 880,  which  astonished  us  so 
much  at  the  time  it  was  originally  pro* 
posed  by  a  Liberal  Government,  was  no 
matter  of  principle  at  all.  I  know  how 
it  came  about,  and  I  will  tell  the  Houae 
how  it  came  about.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  who  at  that  time 
was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain),  had  two 
Bills  before  the  House— one  the  Em- 
ployers' Liability  Bill,  and  the  other  a 
Bill  making  certain  regulations  with 
reference  to  the  shipment  of  grain 
cargoes  for  the  better  preservation  of 
lifo  at  sea.  The  Grain  Cargoes  Bill, 
which  passed  into  law  in  1880,  was 
opposed  by  a  large  number  of  ship- 
owners, who  represent  always  an  import- 
ant interest  in  this  House ;  and  it  was 
desired  to  buy  off  those  shipowners,  if  it 
oould  be  done,  that  seamen  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  Employers' Liability  Act. 
They  said — "  If  you  exclude  us  from 
the  Employers'  Liability  Bill  wo  will 
withdraw  our  opposition  to  the  Grain 
Cargoes  Bill."  Well,  Sir,  the  bargain 
was  made,  and  the  opposition  of  the 
shipowners  to  the  Grain  Cargoes  Bill 
was  withdrawn,  and  a  clause  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Employers'  Liability  Bill 
that  it  should  not  apply  to  seamen. 
That  is  the  reason  why  that  extra- 
ordinary anomaly  was  iutroducod.  I 
should  be  glad  if  this  Bill  were  to  do 
away  with  that  anomaly,  for  which,  in 
my  opinion,  nojustification  ean  be  found. 
I  trust  the  EuMise  will  excuse  me  for 
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iMTing  ttood  for  %  few  minQtet  between 
them  and  %  dmtion;  bat  after  the 
•poeohee  made  by  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
to  whom  I  have  referred  I  think  it 
right  to  tay  that  there  are  some  Mem- 
b<»rt  on  this  side  of  the  Hooee  who  are 
not  in  faroor  of  oontinuing  thia  ano* 
maly. 

Ma.  STORT-MABKELYNE:  I  hare 
liateoed  attentively  to  hon.  Gontle- 
mon  on  these  Benches  reproeenting  a 
Tery  important  body  in  this  country — 
•^namely,  the  Bailway  Directors,  and 
through  them  the  railway  shareholders. 
He  has  eipreesed  the  opinion  that 
Bailway  Directors  hold  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  bog,  Bir,  to  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  another  bodpr  of 
men  who  are  eonnected  with  the  railway 
industry  of  the  country,  neither  Direc- 
tors nur  shareholders  —  I  mean  the 
fsi//#|f^«.  I  hare  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent a  very  larffe  number  of  that  class  of 
persons ;  and  I  Tenture  to  think  that, 
when  inquiry  is  made  amongst  them  and 
if  they  are  represented  on  the  proposed 
Committee,  it  will  be  found  that  there  is 
another  side  of  the  question  than  that 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Northumberland  (Mr.  Maclnnes)  has 
put  forward.  I  know  that  what  I  am 
aayiBg  will  find  its  echo  when  that  Oom* 
mittee  is  called  together ;  and  therefore 
I  a«k  that  when  that  takes  place  the 
Committee  will  bo  so  oarefulfy  connti- 
lated  as  to  include  not  only  those  who 
represent  capital  and  Railway  Directors, 
but  that  there  will  be  upon  it  persons 
who  ean  speak  the  yoioe,  languai^,  and 
feelings  of  persons  employinl  in  mines,  as 
well  aa  that  rery  important  class,  the 
railway  rMtf/p^fi,  in  whom  this  Hou^e  will 
recognise  some  of  the  most  valuable  and 
reliable  of  those  who  administer  to  the 
wanU  of  the  public. 
8ia  MIOHAKL  HICKS- BEACH: 
ir,  I  thought,  for  reasons  I  rentured  to 
bmit  to  Uio  House,  that  the  wisest  and  \ 
aafeel  course  which  the  House  could  • 
adopt  with  reference  to  this  Question  ' 
was  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  as 
originally  suggested  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  But  when  I  found  that ! 
the  strong  opinion  of  the  House  was 
against  that  proposal,  I  recommended 
my  hon.  Friend  not  to  prens  his  Motion 
to  a  division  ;  and,  8ir,  although  I  stiU 
hold  strongly  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  better,  in  the  interest  of  a  Cair  and 
adeqnalo  eototion  of  thia  gieal  qoea- 


tion,  that  we  shoold  not  pledge  our* 
selves  to  anything  before  the  mquinr 
of  the  Committee  which  Her  Majesty  s 
Government  have  undertaken  to  ap» 
point,  and,  therefore,  am  still  opposed 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  yet 
I  shall  content  myself,  as  I  trust  my 
hon.  Friends  behind  me  will  also  con* 
tent  themstilvos,  by  saying  *'  No ''  to 
the  Question,  without  putting  the  House 
to  the  trouble  of  dividing. 

Mr.  W.  F.  LAWRENCE :  Sir,  repre- 
sonting,  as  I  do,  a  nautical  as  well  as  a 
shipowning  community,  I  desire  to  say 
why  I  intend  to  abstain  from  voting  to* 
night  on  this  question.  I  shall  abstain 
from  doing  so  because  of  the  proposed 
inclusion  of  seamen  in  the  Bill  for  which 
a  second  reading  is  asked.  I  will  yield 
to  none  in  my  anxiety  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  seamen,  no  less  than  of  ship* 
owners;  and,  therefore,  I  intend  to 
withhold  my  judgment  until  the  Bill 
is  considered  in  Committee.  In  the 
meantime,  I  protest,  Sir,  against  the 
inclusion  of  seamen  within  the  scope  of 
the  BUI,  after  the  very  short  debate 
which  we  have  had  upon  the  question 
to-night. 

Original  Question  put,  and  iyr#Mf  U. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That  the  Bill  b<>  rf>f(*rrrd  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittM*.  and  that  it  bo  an  Instruciion  lo  ths 
Coiiimitt«c  that  thej  bare  power  to  ioqairs 
into  the  opera  turn  of  *  The  Employers* 
liability  Act,  I  WO/  *• 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Sir,  I 
have  no  objection  to  urge  to  the  ap- 
point ment  of  a  Select  Committee  to  oon« 
•idor  this  Bill,  because  I  am  more  than 
gratified  bv  tho  support  of  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  which  I  nave  obtained  from 
Ilor  Majesty's  GK>vemment.  But  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  it  is  further  propoe<»d 
to  refer  to  the  8olect  Committee  not 
merely  the  Act  of  lAftO  and  tbe  Bill 
which  has  just  been  re«id  a  second  time, 
but  also  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Morpeth  'Mr.  Burt).  We  should  re- 
member that  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for  Morpeth  cannot  be  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  until  it  has  been 
road  a  socond  time,  and  that  thi«re  is  no 
reasonable  prospect  of  its  being  »•>  read 
on  the  dav  for  which  it  is  put  down. 
It  is,  therefore,  clear  that  a  m><  end  read« 
ing  cannot  be  S4«(  ured  fur  it  at  any  very 
early  date ;  and  I  wish  to  ask  the  right 
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hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
(Mr.  Ohildera)  whether  he  proposes  that 
the  Select  Committee  shoald,  so  to  speak, 
rest  upon  its  oars,  practically  doing 
nothing,  until  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Morpeth  has  been  read  a  second 
time,  or  proceed  to  business  as  soon  as 
possible  ?  I  should  also  be  glad  to  hear 
that  Her  Majesty's  Gt>Temment  will  be 
prepared,  if  tne  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Morpeth  is  not  read  a  second  time 
on  the  10th  of  March,  to  afford  some 
facility  for  its  early  reading,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  delay. 

Thb  SECBETARY  07  STATE  fob 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
ChiIiDebs)  :  Sir,  with,  regard  to  the  last 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Donegal,  I  could  not  undertake 
to  give  any  facilities  respecting  the  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr. 
Burt).  It  is  proposed  to  refer  the  Act 
of  1880,  as  well  as  the  Bill  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Morpeth  when 
it  has  nassed  the  second  reading, 
to  the  Select  Committee ;  but  I  do  not 
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HOUSE    OP    LORDS, 
W0dn$9dayy  2ith  February,  1886. 


Their    Lordships   met    for   Judicial 
Business  only. 

HoQM  adjounad  at  a  quarter  before 

Twefve  o'doek,  till  To-morrow, 

a  quarter  past  Tea  o'clock. 


propose  that  there  should  be  any  delay 
in  the  matter  whaterer. 

Motion  agned  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Ord0rtd,  That  it  be  an  Inatrootion  to  the 
Committee  that  they  have  power  to  inquire 
into  the  operation  of  "  The  Employera'  Liability 
Aet,  1880  :**~Power  to  tend  for  penons,  papers, 
andreoords. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wodnudoff,  2ith  February,  1886. 


inNUTES.]--KBW  Writ  Iisvsn— iVr  the 
Battenea  JDiTiaion  of  the  Borough  of  Bat* 
tenea  and  Clapham,  v.  Ootarioa  Vaoghan 
Morgan,  eeqnire,  Manor  of  Northatead. 

Public  Bills  —  Ordered  —  Fir$t  Bering  — 
Married  Women  (Maintenanoe  in  Caae  of 
Deeertion)*  [HI];  Payment  of  Members* 
'1121:    Land  Tax  Commisaioners*  Names* 


icnrxB  BATiiro  biix. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Warmington,  Bill  to 
render  owners  of  Mining  Royalties  and  Daes 
liable  to  Local  Rates,  and  to  amend  the  Rating 
Act,  1874,  9rdir$d  to  be  brooght  in  by  Mr. 
Waxmington,  Mr.  Fletcher,  and  Mr.  Cobb. 

PUBUO  ▲OOOT7HT8  OOXIOTTSI. 

The  Select  Committee  on  Pnblio  Acooonta 
was  mmineUd  of,— Sir  Waltib  Babttilot, 
Mr.  HtXET  H.  FowLBB,  Sir  Johw  Qoasr,  Mr. 
Jacssox,  Mr.  Laxb,  Sir  Jonii  Lcbboox,  Mr. 
Maoniac,  Mr.  Aanivn  O'Conkob,  Mr.  RncHU, 
Mr.  Rtlakds,  and  Mr.  Ssslt.— (ifr.  Etmy  B. 
FewUr,) 

House  adjonmed  at  a  qoarter 
before  One  o'oleok. 


Ill); 

Inoom< 


Si 


113];  School  Fees  of  Non-Panpen  *  [114]; 
oome  Tax  Administration    Amendment  * 
[115];  Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1862)  Amend- 
ment* [116]. 
nm  MnUUng-^Vmeie  Rating*  [110]. 
Second  Btadin§  — Copyhold  Enfranehisemenl 
26];  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works;  r  Water 
apply,  Ac)  [34],  debits  e4foumed ;  iMDMCf 
(Vacating  of  SeaU)*  [85]. 
ITif AdSraMw  —  MetropoUtan   Board  of  Works 
(Keeping  of  Firewood)  •  I  81];    Tenor*   of 
Town  Houses  (Ireland)  [11]. 

MB.  OOTATITTB  YAUQUAX  MOBOAH. 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  [IMk  Febraary^ 
appointing  a  Select  Committee  to  oonatder  whe- 
ther Mr.  OoUtiiis  Vaoffhan  Morgan  is  dis* 
qoalified  from  sitting  and  voting  as  a  Member 
of  this  House,  be  read  and  dUeAorfed,^lSir 
Johm  luUoek.) 

QUESTION. 


Mr,jlrtkur  (yCamor 


EXTRA  PARUAMENTABT  UTTER- 
AN  CES— SPEECH  OF  LORD  RAN- 
DOLPH  CHURCHILL  AT  BELFAST. 

Mb.  8£XT0N  asked  the  Chief  Seore* 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
with  reference  to  the  replj  the  right 
hon.  Oentloman  made  to  his  {Mr.  8ez* 
ton's)  Qaestion  on  Fridaj  last)  Whelhar 
the  GoTomment  hare  proTided  them* 
selree  with  an  official  report  of  the 
speech  deliTered  al  BeUMt  on  Monday 
night  by  Lord  Bandolph  OhorcfaiU  f 
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Tn  OHIEF  8E0BETABT  (Mr. 
JoKir  Moklbt)  :  I  ffaro  the  ranettion 
of  mj  hon.  Friend  the  oonetaeimtion 
whieh  I  thought  it  deferred.  The  re- 
•ult  WM  that,  on  the  whole,  we  might 
trutt  to  the  importaooe  of  any  utter- 
aneee  of  the  noole  liord  in  Belfast  to 
juetifv  us  in  boing  confident  that  thej 
wD«hI  be  reported  in  the  ordinary  way. 

ORDERS   OF   TUE  DAT. 


TENURE  OF  TOWN  HOUSES  (IRELAND) 

BILL.— [Bill  11.] 

[Mr.  Cniip,  Mr,  SmsH,  Mr,  T.  D.  SmlNmn,  Mr, 

F$i0r  M*IhmM^  Sir  TImmu  Jbat^mU.) 

siooiTD  miADuro. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mb.  CBILLY,  in  moTing  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said,  he 
would  aik  the  indulgence  of  the  Ilouse 
for  a  Tery  brief  period,  while  he  tried  to 
explain,  as  well  as  he  could,  the  provi- 
•iona  and  principles  of  the  rery  simple 
measure,  the  second  reading  of  which 
he  asked  the  House  to  pass.  It  was  a 
measure  that  affected  the  well-being  and 
the  prosperity  of  a  large  section  of  the 
community  of  Ireland.  There  was  no 
doubt  eststing  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  had  followed  the  dcTelopment  of 
erents  iu  Ireland  that  there  had  grown 
up,  and  was  growing  up  still  in  that 
country,  a  firm  belief  that  the  law 
affectin|^  and  n»gulating  the  tenure  of 
houses  in  towns  required  alterations  of 
a  radical  and  sweeping  character.  A 
few  Tear*  ago  the  demand  was  put  for> 
ward  with  not  Tery  much  strength,  nor 
in  a  rery  earnest  manner ;  but  that  day 
the  demand  for  reform  in  the  law  re- 
latingto  house  property  in  towns  in  Ire- 
land was  made  br  a  very  largn  number 
of  the  people  of  Iroland,  and  by  a  Tery 
large  number  of  powerfiil  oraanisations 
in  manr  of  the  chief  towns  of  that  conn- 
try.  This  was  not,  howerer,  exclusively 
an  Irish  question,  <tt  an  Irish  grievance, 
as  was  proved  bv  the  fact  that,  almost 
in  every  Session  during  th<^  la^t  four  or 
five  rears,  a  Bill,  dealing  in  one  way  or 
anotaer  with  the  quontion  of  hou«e 
U^ure,  in  so  far  as  it  aff«*cted  England, 
had  b«en  introduced  into  the  IIoum 
either  bytbe  hon.  Gentleman  who  was  at 
preaenl  Under  S^^rvtary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Sir.  Broadhurvt;,  or 
hy  the  Dohle  Lord  who,  a  short  time  ago. 


was  rather  favourably  known  as  Seere* 
tary  of  State  for  India,  but  who  was 
now  less  favourably  known  as  the  Chief 
Apostle  of  Light  and  I^eading  to  the 
ditch-liners  of  Ulster  (l^ord  Randolph 
Churohill).  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  boing  now  a  Member  of  the 
Government,  they  might  trust  that  the 
interests  of  the  urban  population  in 
England  would  be  adequately  looked 
after  and  served.  Therefore,  the  Irish 
Party  need  only  turn  their  attention  to 
Ireland.  This  question  included  several 
matters  in  connection  with  the  subject 
which  a  very  great  many  people  in  Ire* 
land  would  like  to  see  grappled  with. 
They  only  asked  the  Ilouse,  however, 
to  sArm  the  principle  that  tenants  of 
houses  in  towns  should,  like  tenants  in 
agricultural  holding  in  Ireland,  be  en- 
titled to  compensatum  for  any  improve- 
ment that  they  might  make.  If  they 
desired  to  go  outside  the  question 
affected  by  the  measure  before  the 
House,  they  might  deal  with  very  great 
and  pressing  questions  relating  to  the 
tenancy  and  rentals  in  towns ;  because 
it  was  quite  clear  to  those  who  were 
familiar  with  the  social  life  of  the  Irish 
people  that  the  same  causes  which  had 
Deen  operating  in  Ireland  amongst  the 
agricultural  classes  to  make  them  com- 
plain  of  the  burden  put  upon  them  in  the 
shape  of  excessive  rents  had  also  been 
operating,  to  a  large  extent,  amongst  the 
urban  population.  The  depression  of 
trade,  the  absence  of  employment,  want 
of  capital,  and  the  insistance  of  large 
landlords  in  obtaining  excessive  and  op- 
presiive  rents  in  manv  parte  of  the 
country  had  induced  in  Ireland  a  strong 
feelinff  that,  on  this  question,  a  very 
radiciu  change  should  be  effected.  The 
Party  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be- 
long did  not  desire,  in  dealing  with  this 
question  of  house  tenure,  to  prevent  a 
legitimate  return  for  honest  outlay.  If 
a  man  thought  well  of  ainkinff  his 
capital  in  house  property  they  haa  cer- 
tainly no  objection  to  his  getting  a  re- 
turn, in  the  shape  of  fair  intereet,  on 
his  invested  capital ;  but  what  they 
maintained  was  this — that  calculating 
and  heartlees  speculators  in  house  pro- 
perty in  Irelana  should  be  compelled  to 
seek  for  their  eoveted  profits  and  exces- 
sive gains  in  directions  other  than  in  the 
tills  of  stnagffling  shopkeepers,  or  the 
pockets  of  hara-prasaed  artisans.  In  deal- 
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hon.  G^nileinan  the  Home  Secretary 
(Mr.  Ohilders)  whether  he  proposes  that 
the  Select  Oommittee  should,  so  to  speak, 
rest  upon  its  oars,  practically  doing 
nothing,  until  the  BiU  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Morpeth  has  been  read  a  second 
time,  or  proceed  to  business  as  soon  as 
possible  ?  I  should  also  be  glad  to  hear 
that  Her  Majesty's  GK>Temment  will  be 
prepared,  if  tue  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Morpeth  is  not  read  a  second  time 
on  the  10th  of  March,  to  afford  some 
facility  for  its  early  reading,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  delay. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  pob 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
GhiIiDEBs)  :  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  last 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Donegal,  I  could  not  undertake 
to  give  any  facilities  respecting  the  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr. 
Burt).  It  is  proposed  to  refer  the  Act 
of  1880,  as  well  as  the  Bill  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Morpeth  when 
it  has  passed  the  second  reading, 
to  the  Select  Committee ;  but  I  do  not 
propose  that  there  should  be  any  delay 
in  the  matter  whatever. 

Motion  agreid  to. 

Bill  eommitUd  to  a  Select  Committee. 

OriUr$df  That  it  be  ui  Initraetion  to  tho 
Committee  that  they  have  power  to  inquire 
into  the  openttion  of  *'  The  Employers*  Liability 
Aot,  1880  :**~Power  to  tend  for  pereons,  papers^ 
a&dreoords. 


icnrxB  mATiNo  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Wamington,  BiU  to 
render  owners  of  Mining  Rojaltiee  and  Daee 
liable  to  Local  Rates,  and  to  amend  the  Bating 
Act,  1874,  9rdir$d  to  be  brooght  in  by  Mr. 
Wannington,  Mr.  Fletcher,  and  Mr.  Cobb. 

puBuo  ▲oooTTirrs  oojonrTBi. 

The  Select  Committee  en  Public  Acoonnts 
was  mminMUd  of,^8ir  Waltu  Babttilot, 
Mr.  HtXET  H.  FowLia,  Sir  John  Qoatr,  Mr. 
Jaouox,  Mr.  LaxB,  Sir  Johh  Lcbbocx,  Mr. 
Maoniac,  Mr.  Aaravn  O'Conkob,  Mr.  Bitcbib, 
Mr.  BTLANDt,  and  Mr.  Sbblt.— (ifr.  JZimr^  B, 
F*wUr.) 

Honee  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  One  o'clock. 


Mr.  Arthur  VCmmor 


HOUSE    OP    LORDS, 
W0dne$dafff  2ith  February,  1886. 


Their    LordsLips    met    for   Jadicial 
Business  only. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 

Tweure  o'clook,  till  To-morrow, 

a  quarter  paat  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    00MM0N8, 
Wednaiajf,  2ith  February^  1886. 


MINUTES.]  — Naw   Wbit  IttuBB— /br   the 
Battenea  Dirinon  of  the  Borough  of  Bat* 
tersea  and   Clapham,  v.  Ootarius  Vaughan 
Morgan,  esquire.  Manor  of  Northetead. 
PcBLio  Bills  ^  Ordered  —  Fint  String  —^ 
Married  Women  (Maintenanoe  in  Caae  of 
Deeertion)*  [Hi];   Payment  of  Members* 
!l;    Land  Tax  Commisnooers*  Naoies* 
113]  ;  School  Fees  of  Kon-Paupers*  [114]  ; 
looms  Tax  Administration    Amendment  * 
[115];  Merchandise  Marks  Aot  (1862)  Amend. 
ment*[116]. 
Fint  Rsadin^—mnM  Bating*  [110]. 
8tcond  E§adin§  ^-Coprhold  £nfranchiaemsnt 


In^ 


[26] ;  Metropolitan  Board  of  Worka;r  Water 
Supply,  Ac)  [34],  debits  M4founud ;  uodmcj 
(Vacating  of  SeaU)*  [85]. 
ITiMi^aMw  —  Metropoktan  Board  of  Works 
(Keeping  of  Firewood)  •  I  81] ;  Tenure  of 
Town  Uonsss  (Ireland)  [11]. 


MR.  0CTAyiT78  TAVORAV  MOBOAH. 

Ord^rwd,  That  the  Order  [IMk  February], 
appointing  a  Select  Oommittee  to  oonsider  whe- 
ther Mr.  OotSTiua  Vauffhan  Morgan  ia  dis- 
qualified from  sitting  and  voting  as  a  Member 
of  this  House,  be  tmd  and  d^Amrr4d.^{Sir 
John  Lubbock.) 

QUESTION. 

e 

EXTBA  PABLL4MENTABT  UTTEB* 
ANCES—SPEECH  OF  LORD  BAN. 
DOLPH  CflUBCmiiL  AT  BELFAST. 

Mr.  sexton  asked  the  Ohief  Secre* 
tarj  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
with  reference  to  the  replj  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made  to  hie  (Itfr.  Sex* 
ton's)  Question  on  Friday  last,  Whether 
the  Government  have  provided  them* 
•elres  with  an  official  report  of  the 
speech  delivered  al  BeUMt  on  Mondaj 
night  by  Lord  Bandolph  CharcfaUlf 
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Tn  CHIEF  8ECRETART  (Mr. 
Josv  MomLKT) :  I  aar*  th«  •onMtioo 
of  my  boo.  Friend  the  ooDsiaermtioD 
which  I  thought  it  deeerred.  The  re- 
•olt  WM  that,  on  the  whole,  we  mi^^ht 
tntflt  to  the  importance  of  any  utter> 
nseee  of  the  noble  I/ord  in  Belfaat  to 
jttitifv  na  in  being  confident  that  thoy 
wonld  be  reported  in  the  ordinary  way. 

ORDERS   OF   THE  DAT. 


TENURE  or  TOWN  HOrSES  (IRELAND) 

BILL.— [Btu.  11.] 

fUr.  Crittp,  Jfr.  SmmU,  Mr.  T.  D.  SmlKwrnn,  Mr, 

Ftmir  M*IhmM,  Str  Tk0ms»  Etm^mdt.) 

aBooKD  miADuro. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mb.  CRILI.Y,  in  moving  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  aecond  time,  aaid,  ho 
would  atk  the  indulgonce  of  the  Houae 
tor  a  Tery  brief  period,  while  he  tried  to 
explain,  aa  well  am  ho  could,  the  prort- 
aiona  and  prinriplea  of  the  very  stmplo 
meaanre,  the  tecond  reading  of  which 
he  aakcd  the  House  to  paaa.  It  waa  a 
meafture  that  affected  the  well-being  and 
th«^  proeperity  of  a  large  aection  of  the 
community  of  Ireland.  There  waa  no 
doubt  existing  in  the  minda  of  those 
who  had  followed  the  development  of 
events  in  Ireland  that  there  had  grown 
up,  and  was  growing  up  attll  in  that 
country,  a  firm  boliof  that  the  law 
affecting  and  regulating  the  tenure  of 
houses  in  towns  required  alterations  of 
a  radical  and  sweeping  character.  A 
few  Tears  ago  the  demand  waa  put  for^ 
ward  with  not  very  much  strength,  nor 
in  a  very  eamoet  manner ;  but  that  day 
the  demand  for  reform  in  the  law  re> 
lating  to  house  property  in  towns  in  Ire- 
land was  made  bv  a  very  largn  number 
of  tho  people  of  In*land,  and  by  a  very 
Urge  number  of  powerful  oivanixations 
an  manr  of  tho  chiof  towns  of  that  coun- 
try. This  was  not,  however,  exclusively 
aa  Irish  question,  <n  an  Irish  grievance, 
aa  waa  proved  bv  the  fa«  t  that,  almost ' 
in  every  ScmIou  during  tht^  la^t  four  or 
five  rears,  a  Bill,  dealing  in  one  way  or  ' 
another  with  tlse  qu«'iition  of  hou^e  - 
t«>nure,  in  so  far  as  it  aff<«cted  England, 
had  been  introduced  into  the  Uoum 
either  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  was  at  | 
present  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  | 
HooM  Department  (Mr.  Broadhurst;.  or  j 
bj  Um  noble  Lord  who,  a  abort  ttma  afO| 


waa  rather  lavourably  known  aa  Seere* 
tary  of  8tate  for  India,  but  who  waa 
now  lees  favourably  known  as  the  Chief 
Apostle  of  Light  and  I^eading  to  the 
ditch-liners  of  Ulster  (Lord  Kandolph 
rhurohill}.  The  hon.  Gentleman  tne 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
I>f«partment  being  now  a  Member  of  the 
Government,  they  might  trust  that  the 
intereats  of  the  urban  population  in 
England  would  be  adequately  looked 
after  and  served.  Therefore,  tho  Irish 
Party  need  only  turn  their  attention  to 
Ireland.  This  queetion  included  several 
matters  in  connection  with  the  subject 
which  a  r^rj  ffreat  many  people  in  Ire- 
land would  like  to  see  grappled  with. 
They  only  asked  the  Ilonse,  however, 
to  affirm  the  principle  that  tenants  of 
houses  in  towns  should,  like  tenants  in 
agricultoral  holdings  in  Ireland,  be  en- 
titled to  compensation  for  any  improve- 
ment that  they  might  make.  If  they 
deeired  to  go  outaide  the  question 
affected  by  the  measure  before  the 
House,  they  might  deal  with  very  great 
and  preesing  questions  relating  to  the 
ti«nancy  and  rentals  in  towns ;  because 
it  was  quite  clear  to  thoee  who  were 
familiar  with  the  social  life  of  the  Irish 
people  that  the  same  causes  which  had 
been  operating  in  Ireland  amongst  the 
agnoultural  dassos  to  make  them  com- 
plain of  the  burden  put  upon  them  in  the 
shape  of  excessive  rents  had  also  been 
operating,  to  a  large  extent,  amon^  the 
urban  population.  The  depreeeion  of 
trade,  tne  absence  of  employment,  want 
of  capital,  and  the  insbtance  of  large 
landlords  in  obtaining  excessive  and  op* 
prcAMVo  rente  in  many  parta  of  the 
country  had  induced  in  Ireland  a  strong 
foelinff  that,  on  this  queetion,  a  very 
radiciu  change  ahould  be  effected.  The 
Party  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be- 
long did  not  desire,  in  dealing  with  this 
question  of  house  tenure,  to  prevent  a 
legitimate  return  for  honest  outlay.  If 
a  man  thought  well  of  sinkinff  his 
capital  in  house  property  they  haa  cer- 
tainly no  objection  to  his  getting  a  re- 
turn, in  tho  shape  of  fair  interest,  on 
his  invested  capital ;  but  what  they 
maintained  was  this — that  calculating 
and  heartlees  speculators  in  house  pro- 
perty in  Irelana  should  be  compelled  to 
seek  for  their  coveted  profita  and  exces- 
sive gains  in  directions  other  than  in  the 
tills  of  atnagffling  ahopkeepers»  or  the 
P5^tf^ftf  haw-pvefffd  art^*^r*  la  deal- 
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tag  with  this  qaeation ;  they  might  also 
refer  to  the  question  of  leaseholders,  and 
it  seemed  to  them  to  be  a  monster  injus- 
tice that  in  many  of  the  towns  in  Ireland, 
as  in  many  of  the  towns  in  England,  a 
man  might  own  plots  of  land  in  certain 
localities,  and  by  letting  them  for  terms 
of  50,  or,  perhaps,  90  years,  should  be 
entitled,  after  the  lapse  of  that  term,  to 
absolute    possession    of   the    property 
which  had  been  erected  on  those  plots 
of  land  by  the  industry  and  labour  of 
another  man,  and  that  he  should  thus 
acquire  an  interest  in  a  property  to  the 
making  of  which  he  had  contributed  no- 
thing at  all  himself.    They  might  also 
deal  with  the  question  of  taxation  of 
vacant  houses ;  but  they  did  not  in  that 
Bill  desire  to  touch  on  these  large  re- 
forms.    They  did  not  seek  to  deal  with 
these  important  phases  of  that  very  im* 
portant  question  ;  but  he  asked  them  to 
accept  this  small  and  trifling  measure, 
which,  however  small  and  trifling,  had 
as  its  bases  right  and  justice.    They 
were  convinced,  in  introducing  the  mea- 
sure and  in  supporting  it,  that  until  the 
duties  of  those  landlords  were  defined 
by  some  legislative  means  or  another — 
because  they  believed  that  household 
property,   as  well  as  landed  property, 
nad  its  duties  as  well  as  its  rights^that 
they  could    not  deal  satisfactorily    or 
finally  with  the  great  problem  of  the 
housing  of  the  poor,  or  of  the  providing 
of  better  accommodation  for  the  labour- 
ing and  artizan  classes.    Therefore,  he 
submitted  this  measure,  the  second  read- 
ing of  which  he  now  asked  the  House  to 
pass,  with  the  hope  that  the   Govern- 
ment would  see  their  way  to  accept  it 
from  his  hands.    As  he  had  said,  it  was 
only  a  small  measure.  They  simply  asked 
that  they  might  assure  the  tenants  in 
towns  in  Ireland  who  had  made  improye- 
menta  that  they  should  be  entitled,  at 
the  expiration   of    their  tenancies,   to 
compensation  for  their   improvements. 
The  House  had  already  affirmed   the 
principle  of    the  Bill    over  and  over 
again;   and  they  now  only  asked  to 
have  extended  to  houses  in  towns  in 
Ireland    the    same   principle   and   the 
same  rule  which  had  already  been  re- 
cognized  by  the    Irish    Land    Act  of 
1870.     There  was  no  reason  whv  the 
breathing  of  a  rural  atmosphere  should 
confer   privileges  not   enjoyed  by  an 
urban'population.    They  asked  to  solre 
the  question  by  the  simple  method  of 

Jlr.  CnUf 


extending  to  the  housee  in  towns  in 
Ireland  the  Compensation  Clauses  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1870,  and  of  eveiy  Act 
amending  or  affecting  it  that  had  been 
passed  since  1870.     The  feeling  in  Ire- 
land was  very  strong  upon  the  matter. 
They  all  knew   of   the  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  dilapidated  dwellings  in 
towns  that  were  to  be  seen  by  anyone 
who  took  sufficient  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject to  investigate  their  condition.  They 
also  knew  that  that  state  of  things  was 
due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  faet  that 
the  landlords  of  these  houses  and  of  these 
towns — who  were  very  frequently  ab- 
sentee landlords — woidd  not  effect  any 
improvements  in  these  residences  of  the 
tenants;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
knew  very  well  that  the  tenants  them- 
selves would  not — nay,  dare  not — effect 
any  improvements,  for  the  simple  and 
wise  reason  that  if  they  effected  any  im- 
provement in  their  houses,  the  landlords^ 
with  the  rapacity  for  which  Irish  land- 
lords were  notorious — ["No,  no!"] — 
to  those  who  said  "  Nor'  the  records  of 
the  Land  Commission  amply  proved  the 
accuracy  of  his  statement — the  land- 
lords, with  that  rapacity  for  which  they 
were  notorious,  would  at  once  step  in 
and  confiscate  those  improvements  which 
had  been  made   by  the  tenants.    The 
Land  Act  of  1870  provided  compensa- 
tion for  disturbance  as  well  as  improve- 
ments ;  but  that  Bill  only  sought  com- 
pensation for  improvements.  He  thoueht 
that  was  a  moderate  and  fair  proposid — 
some  might  think  too  moderate.    In  the 
unreformed  Parliament,  the  Bill,  when 
in  the  charge  of  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  (Colonel  Nolan),   was  defeated 
by  only  eight  votes,  and  a  Motion  for  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  subject 
was  lost  last  year  by  only  one  vote.    He 
trusted  that  reformed  House  would  re* 
cognize  the  fact  that  all  that  was  sought 
for  by  the  shopkeepers  and  artisans  and 
labourers   in    towns   in   Ireland,   who 
laboured  that  day  under  so  many  disad- 
vantages, was  a  simplfi  act  ofjustice,  and 
that  it  would  not  go  forth  to  Ireland  thai 
this  measure  of  justice  was  refused.    It 
was  an  historical  fact  that  when  the  Land 
Question  was  first  introduced,  many  years 
ago,  the  only  principle  affirmed  in  that 
introductory  measure  was  that  of  com- 
pensation for  disturbance.  The  measure 
was,  like  other  beneficial  measures  for 
Ireland,  rejected  in  the  Upper  House ; 
and  they  had  to  wait  untu  the  ring- 
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inf  of  th«  ohAoal  b«U  oompelM  tkom  to 
pftM  the  Acl  of  18H1,  and  thereby  riro  A 
m^ftMiro  of  ju«tice  to  the  lone-safloriog 
tooant  farmer*  of  Ireland.  Therefore, 
he  tnseled  he  would  not,  io  eabmittiog 
thie  meatore  to  the  House,  meet  with  a 
refueal.  He  submitttHl  it  to  the  House 
with  confidence  that  the  principles  of 
jttfftioe  it  contained  would  commend 
themselTcs  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite ; 
and  he  trutted  that  it  would  be  told  in 
the  records  of  that  House  that  when  the 
s<MH>nd  reading  of  this  just  measure  was 
mored  it  was  accepted  willingly  bpr  the 
Go?emmentf  and  passed  bj  a  maioritj 
of  the  House.  He  would  conelttde  by 
moTtng  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PKTKR  M*lM)NALD,in  second* 
ing  the  Motion,  said,  that  the  Bill  was 
a  abort  and  simple  one,  and  dealt  with 
onlr  one  of  the  items  which  it  might 
embody — namely,  that  the  tenant  and 
leaseholder  should  be  entitled  to  com- 
pensation for  any  improTcments  effected 
by  htm ;  but  he,  for  one,  wished  it  had 
been  made  fuller  and  more  comprehen* 
eiTO.  The  condition  of  town  leaaenolders 
in  Ireland  was  one  that  called  for  re- 
drses.  It  was  a  question  M«cond  only  to 
the  great  agrarian  question.  He  had 
a  pretty  extensire  knowledge  of  Ireland, 
and  had  been  in  almoet  every  town  in 
that  country.  Consequently,  he  spoke 
with  fall  Irnowledge  and  authority  of 
the  condition  of  ^1  these  towns.  He 
could,  to  begin,  speak  with  a  special 
knowledge  as  to  lun^town,  the  place 
where  he  resided,  whtch  waa  known  to 
some  people  as  the  Brighton  of  Ireland. 
It  was  originally  but  aa  unimportant 
fishing  Tillage.  Few  speculative  gen* 
tlemen  thought  it  woiud  be  a  good 
place  to  build  upon  withariow  of  profit 
dnbsequently,  the  lords  of  the  soil,  when 
the  importance  of  the  place  developed, 
•&actM  eiorbitant  ground  rents,  and 
•afafoed  hard  terms  from  those  who 
built  on  the  plots.  As  the  leases  fell  in 
th«  propertv  and  capital  of  the  builders 
which  had  D«^n  invested  would  be  con- 
fiscated by  the  kirds  of  the  sutl — I>ird 
I>e  Veeei  and  Ixird  Longford.  He 
boped  Lord  I>e  Ve«ct  would  s^nd  an- 
other communication  to  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister, setting  out  the  slato  of  things  on 
his  own  pfopt*rty  in  Kingstown.  He 
had  reaaoo  to  believe  that  Lord  I>e 
Vasei  aad  Lord  Longford  were  nut  likely 
to  deal  vary  liberally  with  matter*  that 
Appertained  to  themaalves.     He  knew 
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one  ease  in  which  a  profeeeional  man,  a 
solicitor,  living  close  to  himself  in  Ola* 
rioda  Park,  who  spent  £1.000  on  a 
houso,  and  who  had,  15  years  before  the 
eipiryof  his  lease,  applied  for  a  renewal, 
and  was  told,  in  reply,  that  he  would  got 
his  renewal,  but  on  very  different  terma 
from  tho^  under  which  he  then  held— 
that  he  would  have  to  pay  an  increased 
rent  for  the  remaining  \h  year*,  and 
at  the  eipiration  of  the  lease  would 
have  to  pay  a  further  increase  of  rent, 
so  that  a  premium  was  put  upon  the 
man's  expenditure  by  the  landlord.  He 
could  say  something  about  Queenstown 
as  well  as  Kingstiwa;  but  he  would 
leave  that  town  to  be  dealt  with  by  hia 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox),  who  was  inti* 
mately  acquainted  with  it.  He  would 
refer,  however,  to  some  other  oases. 
Take  Killamev,  for  instance.  Killamey 
was  famed  all  the  world  over  for  its 
magnificent,  its  unequalled  scenerv;  but 
what  appearance  did  the  town  itself  pre- 
sent— the  centre  of  this  fairyland  ?  It 
preeented  an  appearance  of  dilapidation, 
squalor,  and  misery.  Why  was  thatf 
8imply  because  the  lord  of  the  soil 
would  not  give  renewals  of  leases  to  the 
present  holders  except  on  such  terms  aa 
Lord  I>e  Veeci  exacted ;  and  the  holders, 
therefore,  were  not  foolish  enough  to 
expend  money  on  improvements  which 
might  afterwards  be  confiscated  by  the 
landlord.  They,  therefore,  abstained 
from  expending  money  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  premises,  or  in  keeping 
them  in  a  tolerable  state  of  repair, 
through  fear  of  being  evicted.  The  pro- 
prietor of  the  town  was  Lord  Kenmare, 
who  held  a  position  in  Her  Majest^*a 
Government — a  model  of  what  an  Inch 
Undlonl  was.  He  (Mr.  McDonald)  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  state  of 
things  in  Killamey  waa  a  discredit  and 
a  disgrace  to  Irish  landlordiam.  and  it 
was  only  typical  of  the  state  of  things 
in  Ireland  all  over.  Wliea  a  member 
of  the  Loral  Board  in  Kingstown,  ha 
initiated  a  movement  for  the  purpoae  of 
gathering  information  in  reference  to 
this  question  of  town  leases.  A  seriss  of 
printed  questions  were  sent  to  the  Town 
rinrks,  the  Clerks  of  l*nions,  and  the 
(lerka  of  Petty  Heasions  in  Ireland, 
and  such  men  as  would  be  likely 
to  give  correct  information,  and  save- 
ral  hundred  repliee  were  received. 
He  did  not  think  that  this  queetion 
would  coma  on  ao  soon,  and,  therefor*^, 
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"  Dear  Mr.  M'Donald— I  send  you  a  few 
extracts  which  I  have  selected  at  random  from 
the  replies  sent  me  some  time  a^  hy  different 
Town  Clerks  and  Clerks  of  Unions  regarding 
the  tenure  of  property^  in  towns.  Ton  will  he 
ahle  to  perceive  that,  in  the  ver^  few  cases  in 
which  the  tenants  are  sure  of  heing  allowed  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  outlay,  the  towns  are 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  as,  for  instance,  the 
town  of  Lurgan.  On  the  other  hand,  those 
towns  in  which  the  tenants  have  no  such  secu- 
rity are  in  almost  all  cases  in  a  state  of  dilapi- 
dation. In  the  town  of  lishum  the  usual  tenure 
of  building  leases  is  fee-farm  grants.  RenewsJs 
are  granted  on  reasonable  terms.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  the  town  is  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition/' 

Now,  he  desired  to  say  that  the  town  of 
Lisburn  was  solely  owned  by  Sir 
Bichard  Wallace;  and  he  should  say 
that  where  honesty  and  justice,  as  be« 
tween  landlord  and  tenant,  had  come 
under  his  notice  it  was  mainly  confined 
to  the  North  of  Ireland.  He  was  only  too 
happy  to  bear  testimony  to  that  fact. 
Now,  take  another  instance — ^the  case  of 
Wioklow.    The  reply  was — 


ooune,  afraid  to  improve  their  honsas  lest  their 
rent  should  be  raised." 
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he  did  not  prepare  an  analysis  of  these 
replies;  but  he  applied  to  the  Town 
Glerk  of  Kingstown  for  that  informa- 
tion, and  this  morning  he  received  a 
reply  from  him.  He  would  now  read 
that  reply  to  the  House,  and  some  of 
the  extracts  from  his  analysis.  He 
would  take  first  a  case  in  which  there 
was  perfect  security  for  house  tenants, 
and  show  the  effect  of  that  security  upon 
the  town.  Take  the  case  of  Lisburn. 
The  reply  was — 


"In  the  town  of  Wioklow  the  leases  vary 
ixom  31  to  99  years.  Renewals  of  lessee  are  not 
granted ;  the  property  heing  brought  into  the 
market  and  given  to  the  highest  bidder  on  the 
expiry  of  the  ori^nal  lease.  The  result  is  that 
the  tenants  abstain  from  making  any  improve- 
ments except  such  as  are  absolutely  indispen- 
sable to  their  preeent  requirements,  the  property 
is  deterioratea,  and  the  town  in  a  state  of  ruin 
and  deeay ;  or,  at  least,  all  progress  is  effectu- 
ally prevented,  the  natural  dfeot  of  which  is  a 
stagnation  of  bosini 


He  would  take  now  a  Western  town ; 
and,  considering  the  state  of  that  town, 
he  was  not  surprised  that  the  hon.  and 
mllant  Member  for  the  Division  (Colonel 
ffolan)  in  which  it  was  situated  took 
•uoh  an  interest  in  this  subject.  The 
reply  was — 

"  In  the  town  of  Toam  no  leases  are  granted, 
and  consequently  no  renewals.  Hie  result  is 
dilapidated  houses,  laok  of  trada,  want  of  com* 
fort,  the  rain  ooming  down  in  some  shops  owing 
to  the  neglect  of  the  landlcrds  to  keep  the  toot 
in  repair.     Persons  having  no  leases  are,  of 

Mr.  P4er  itlhiuM 


The  reply  from  Dalkey 

"  In  the  town  of  Dslkey  the  leases  are  for  99 
years.  Renewals  are  granted  on  the  following 
conditions  :  —  The  landlord  (Earl  Carysfort) 
sends  his  own  valuator,  who  values  the  premisea. 
He  deducts  one-third  of  the  valuation,  and  the 
remaining  two>thirds  are  then  settled  as  head 
rent,  to  Im  paid  by  the  tenant  for  99  years.*' 

He  would  now  take  the  town  of  Bally- 
mena;  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
Ballymena  was  not  in  as  good  a  condi- 
tion as  the  other  Northern  town  to  which 
he  referred.    The  reply  was — 

**  In  the  town  of  Ballymena— Lord  Waveney , 
landlord— the  leases  are  for  91  years,  and  re- 
newals for  61  years.  The  landlord  when  mak- 
ing renewals  makes  the  terms,  having  no  fixed 
rule,  but  decides  each  case,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  agent,  to  his  own  advantage.  The  ten- 
ant is  always  obliged  to  surrender  his  right  and 
title.  The  result  is  that  in  a  great  number  of 
cases  the  tenants  are  allowing  the  houses  to 
wear  their  leases  out  hy  mouldering  into  ruin  ; 
and  some  of  the  hest  husiness  thorougfafiurss  are 
disgraced  by  old  thatched  ruins  of  houses  run- 
ning out  of  leases,  which  would  have  been  re- 
built long  since  if  the  tenants  had  not  oonsidsred 
the  landlord*s  demands  exorhitant.'* 

He  would  only  trouble  the  House  with 
one  or  two  further  illustrations.  Another 
reply  was— 

''  In  the  towns  of  Ballyoonnell,  Bawnboy,  sad 
Ballinmore,  in  the  Bawnhoy  Union,  the  leases 
are  from  SO  to  99  years.  In  the  town  of  New* 
towngore,  in  the  same  Union,  there  are  none 
but  yearly  tenancies.  No  renewals  are  granted ; 
and  the  result  is  most  injurious  to  the  intatsito 
of  the  tenants." 

He  could  bear  personal  testimony  to  the 
facts  regarding  the  Southern  town,  in 
which  he  was  bom,  that  no  leases  were 
granted,  and  that  in  consequence  suit- 
able houses  were  not  built,  as  the  tenants 
oould  only  hold  them  from  year  to  year. 
Such  a  state  of  things,  he  maintained, 
was  a  disgrace  to  civilization,  and  a  dts- 
graoe  to  Irish  landlordism.  Take  an> 
other  Northern  town,  the  reply  from 
which 


"  In  the  town  of  Belturbet,  in  the  oounty  ol 
Cavan,  the  losses  are  generally  21  years.  Re- 
newals are  granted  in  very  few  caees,  the  result 
being  that,  in  many  cases,  the  property  goes  to 
ruin,  the  tenant  leaves,  uid  the  bnsinsM  inte- 
rests of  the  town  are  damaged.** 


Another  reply  i 

"  In  the  town  of  Mallow  the  leases  ara  from 
20  to  100  years.  No  renewals  of  leases  are 
granted.  The  result  is  that  the  ieaaai  loses 
all  that  he  and  his  predecessors  in  title  have 
spent  on  the  premises,  and  that  for  eevenl 
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dMentrinir  this  m  a  TM7  rimpl^,  or  a 
▼•ry  amaU  aod  trifliDg  maamtro.  Whal* 
erer  elM  th<*j  ini|cht  think  of  il,  it  was 
a  measura  which  inroUed  an  app^al  to 
Tory  important  principli**,  and  contained 
a  K>^at  manj  intrioat«<  detaiU.  Tha 
hon.  (hmtUman  who  had  just  tat  down 
(Mr  M* Donald;  had  made  an  eitremely 
intereating  and  inttnictivo  iipo«oh.  Ua 
vMr.  John  Morl^T)  thought,  howover» 
that  a  part  of  the  hon.  Gantleman*a 
argument  wa^  not  enttrelj  good;  be* 
eauM  tho  molancholjr  state  oX  things 
which  he  describiMi,  and  of  which  he 
'^Mr.  John  Morley '  himself  had  been  a 
witness  in  some  of  the  smaller  towns  of 
Ireland,  was  not,  and  could  not  be, 
wholly  due  to  the  state  of  the  tenure  of 
house  property.  Where  they  had,  as 
they  unfortunat<«Iy  had  in  Ireland,  a 
declining  popnlatton,  it  was  ineritable 
that  some  towns,  at  all  eventa,  should 
present  the  dilaoidated  appearance  that 
had  been  described  b?  the  hon.  Gentle* 
man.  When  they  had  a  population 
that  had  declined,  at  had  that  of  Ireland, 
from  8,000.000  in  1841  to  5,000,000  in 
1881,  it  was  inevitable  that  there  shoold 
be  man^  places,  urban'as  well  as  rural, 
exhibiting  squalor  and  aeear.  Bel  erring 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Iforer,  he  was 
not  at  all  inclined  to  tn^spass  on  the 
time  of  the  House  by  an  appeal  to 
political  economy,  beeause  political  eco- 
nomy, at  they  knew,  was  now  banished 
to  another  sphere.  But,  though  political 
economy  might  be  in  exile,  temporary 
or  p4»rmanent,  common*senae  still  sur- 
▼itihI  ;  and  he  must  remind  hon.  Gen* 
tlemen  below  the  Gangway  on  both 
ftides  of  the  Ilouse,  in  doling  with  that 
Uill,  that  houses  were  not  like  land,  be- 
cause  no  limit  was  filed  by  nature  for 
housea.  Tho  eitent  of  house  aooom* 
modatton  waa,  to  use  tho  hated  words 
of  political  economy,  ^simply  a  matter 
of  supply  and  demand.  Another  thing 
was  that  houses  wore  not  like  land 
in  this  ro«|Hy  t  ^that  under  no  cireum* 
•tanccs  could  it  bo  said,  in  relation 
to  house  property,  that  the  occupier 
or    tenant    had    created    the    subject* 

matter  in  the  M^se  in  which   all  ad- 

* 

mitt«<<l  that  the  Irinh  t««ant,  in  a  great 
portion  of  Ireland,  at  any  rate,  had 
created  the  subject-matter  of  his  hold* 
tag.  When^the  tenaat  took  a  piece  of 
bog,{  and  reclaimed  it,  and  got  hit 
potatoes  or  other  produce  out  of  it,  be 
practically  created  the  subjoct-mattar  of 


yssfs  ksfoes  the  espbmtioa  of  the  \mm  the 
tMMat  ftUovs  the  prtmiMs  to  fall  into  demy, 
•tp*o4m|t  ooljr  00  mach  on  them  u  will  kr«*p 
then  iofT'^o'-  Tho  town  wvon,  in  roow** 
qoMioo,  •  miaous  appoofmac**,  c%iiMd  bj  tho 
t^a*isrpto  not  bciaa  rtpotrtd.  Tndosmoa  sro 
»4  osployod.'* 

Take,  now,  the  case  of  Lurgan,  and  he 
was  happy  again  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  iastu<o  done  in  this  matter  in  the 
North  of  Ireland.    The  reply  was — 

**  fa  tho  tova  of  Lurgoa  tho  ooosl  tonnro  of 
VeiMia^  loooeo  ao  ^rr^  jrooro— iootonrro  of  re* 
B«v«l  oie,  of  ooofoo,  rmrs,  nmply  brc«UM>  thry 
aro  aut  wontod.  InoUMd  of  any  caoc«  <ff  hard* 
•hip  tho  lovD  haa  iarrra«ud  at  the  follow io|( 
rat»:  — 1S4],  popaUlioo,  6.(M)(1 ;  raloatioD. 
£\T«''4) ;  ia  IMI,  popoiatioo,  U.ooo;  Talaataoa, 

They  would  find  no  saeh  state  of  things 
existing  anywhere  else  in  Ireland  ;  and 
he  was  pleased  to  say  that  walking 
through  Lurgan  he  saw  with  pleasure 
that  it  presented  the  appearance  of  the 
beat*  kept  and  best*managed  English 
towns,  and  that  was  beoauso  there  was  a 
landlord  there  who  desired  to  do  justice 
as  batwean  man  and  man.  Considering 
all  theae  drcumstances,  he  would  follow 
the  example  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Nortb  Mayo  (Mr.  Crilly),  and  appeal,  in 
conelttsion,  to  bon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Houso  who  had  svm- 
pathy  with  the  people  who  expanded,  in 
many  instances,  their  all  in  the  erection 
of  these  buildinga,  to  assist  the  Irish 
Member  in  redreasing  the  wrongs  which 
the  praernt  syatem  imposed  U|)on  the 
Irnsebolders  in  Ireland,  and  from  which 
they  now  grievously  suffered. 

Motion  made,  and  Uueetion  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time/'—  Ur.  CrtJg.) 

TwB  CIIIKF  SECRETARY  roa  IKE* 
LAND  ,Mr.  Joux  Moxlxt)  said,  that 
everyone  must  hare  expeoted  that  that 
subject  would   be   brought   before  the 
newly-reformed    I'arliament  almost  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  after  it« 
_  ,   because  in   the  laat   I'arlia* 
It,  Iw  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Mayo  (Mr.  Cnlly)  had  remiodfl  them, 
thern  were  32  out  of  31  Irtab  Members 
wh«>  Toted  fi>r  the  inquiry  moved  for  by 
th««  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  ilal* 
way  <  *oloael  N olan * .    It  waa,  therefure, 
not   at  all  sorpriaing  that  in  a  llouae ' 
which,  as  they  all  seid,  was  still  more ! 
dsowKratic,  the  sobiect  should  again  be  | 
bfuoght  forward.     But  ha  thought  the  ' 
hon.  Member  was  searody  justified  in  I 
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the  holding;  and  that  analogy  did  not 
apply  to  house  property.  He  was  not, 
however,  going  to  press  that  point. 
The  hon.  Member  had  spoken  of  the 
Bill  as  resting  on  the  analogy  between 
urban  and  rural  holdings,  and  as  spring- 
ing from  the  legislation  of  1870.  Now, 
the  manifest  reason  why  contracts  not 
to  claim  for  improvements  were  declared 
void  under  the  Act  of  1870  was  because 
the  tenant  was  supposed,  andjustly  sup- 
posed, to  have  no  real  freedom.  Al- 
though that  was  true  of  agricultural 
holdings,  it  was  only  true,  if  true  at  all, 
in  a  very  modified  degree  in  the  case  of 
a  house  in  a  town ;  because  if  a  man 
was  turned  out  of  a  house  in  a  town  he 
would  still  have  a  fair  chance  of  getting 
some  other  house.  P '  No,  no  I "]  That 
was  a  question  of  fact.  He  was  told 
that  in  Dublin,  for  example,  there  were 
only  too  many  houses.  He  was  not 
himself  a  Member  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission on  the  Housing  of  the  Poor, 
but  he  had  read  the  Blue  Book  pretty 
carefully,  and  he  thought  it  did  appear 
from  the  evidence  that  although  the 
condition  of  house  property  in  many  of 
the  towns  of  Ireland  was  appalling 
and  disgraceful,  and  called  for  im- 
mediate legislative  remedy,  yet,  in 
arffuing  that  Bill,  the  analogy  between 
urban  and  rural  holdings  oould  not  be 
said  to  apply.  Surely  a  man  bad  a 
freedom  and  a  means  in  the  case  of 
a  town  house,  which  he  had  not  in  the 
case  of  a  rural  holding,  of  supplying 
himself  with  what  he  wanted  else- 
where. He  should  like  to  oome  to  one 
or  two  details  in  which  he  considered 
the  scheme  of  the  BiU  was  not  well  con- 
ceived. It  advanced  a  number  of  pro- 
visions framed  for  the  case  of  agnoul- 
tural  land,  and  extended  them  in  bulk 
to  the  towns.  Such  cases,  for  example, 
as  were  covered  by  ordinary  building 
leasee  were  oases  which  he  submitted 
were  not  within  the  equity  which  dictated 
the  improvements  section  of  the  Act  of 
1870.  There  was  another  particular  as 
to  which  he  thought  the  Bill  was  not 
well  considered.  Where  it  departed 
from  the  law  as  enacted  in  the  Land  Act 
of  1870  it  went  wrong.  The  Bill  said 
in  the  Srd  clause  that — 

^  The  time  daring  which  any  t«iiAiit  might 
haT6  ei^ojred  the  sdTantage  of  his  improre- 
ments  or  the  rent  at  which  any  holding  hi4 
been  held  thould  not  be  taken  into  coundera* 
tion  npon  any  claim  for  a  rerinon  of  the  rent 
ia  respect  of  toch  improremenl,*' 

Mr.  John  Morl^ 


But  he  asked  hon.  Members  to  consider 
the  case  of  an  ordinary  building  lease. 
In  a  building  lease  a  long  term  and  a 
low  rent  were  the  very  considerations 
which  made  the  terms  of  the  lease 
what  they  were,  and  without  which  a 
lease  would  not  have  been  granted. 
These  were  details;  but  they  were 
details  of  great  importance,  which 
would  be  well  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers, perhaps,  when  they  were  re- 
framiug  that  BiU,  as  he  hoped  they 
would  do.  He  would  now  give  the 
obvious  reason  why  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Government  to  assent  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  A  well-con- 
sidered Bill,  dealing  with  fixtures  in 
buildings  and  with  reasonable  improve- 
ments made  in  buildings  during  the 
tenancy,  might  deserve,  and  he  thought 
would  deserve,  their  approbation  and 
support.  But  the  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  second  reading  made  a  re- 
mark as  to  the  interests  of  the  urban 
population  of  England  being  confidently 
expected  to  receive  the  attention  of  the 
new  Parliament,  and  especially  as  long 
as  the  present  Government  were  in  Office. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  John  Morley)  wanted  to 
point  out  that  it  was  impossible  for 
them,  with  that  question  in  front  of 
them,  to  assent  to  tne  x>artial  treatment 
of  it  in  relation  to  Ireland  only.  They 
oould  only  deal  with  what  was  really 
one  of  the  most  important  subjeots 
for  that  Parliament — they  could  only 
deal  with  it  on  general  principles, 
which,  in  spite  of  the  economic  and 
social  differences  which  existed  be- 
tween England  and  Ireland,  must  be 
identical  for  England  and  Ireland.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Member  waa  the  sub- 
ject of  some  mental  confusion  in  sup* 
posing  that  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man me  Under  Becretaxy  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  was  identical  with 
his  own.  It  was,  no  doubt,  identical  in 
spirit  and  aim.  Whether  as  to  this  BiU, 
or  the  Bill  formerly  brought  forward  by 
his  hon.  Friend,  he  believed  the  Govern- 
ment were  second  to  no  section  in  that 
House  in  desiring  to  see  the  question 
approached  in  a  businesslike  spirit,  and 
dealt  with  fully  and  fairly.  But  they 
oould  not  assent  to  that  Bill — ^first,  biH 
cause  they  demurred  to  the  analogy  on 
which  the  Bill  rested ;  second,  because 
they  could  not  assent  to  a  partial  treat- 
ment of  a  question  which  waa  aure  to 
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<  iiMie  up  for  K^norml  ix>ii«tdonition ;  and, ) 
tliirdly.  bcc«uM,  from  the  wordinf^  of 
the  Hill,  although  neither  of  the  hoo. 
Members  referred  io  the  subject,  it  ap- 

{ilied  not  merelj,  as  the  title  said,  to 
lousee  in  towns,  but  to  all  holdings  in 
Ireland.  It,  therefore,  raised  the  ques- 
tion, for  instance— and  a  rerj  fairques* 
taon  it  was  to  raise— of  town  parks.  But 
theee  subsidiary  points  wnich  were 
rateed  by  the  Bill  would  naturally  oome 
within  the  pnrrtew  of  the  legislation  to 
which  the  Premier  had  referriMi  on  more 
than  one  oooaaion — namely,  that  the  Qo- 
Temmeni  were  considering  whether  the 
Land  Question  as  a  whole  might  not  be 
now  conveniently  revised,  and  measures 
in  arcordanco  with  the  r<*suU  of  the 
revision  brought  boforetho  House.  He 
was  extremely  sorry  to  have  to  appear 
not  to  sjrmpathiso  with  the  objects  of 
this  Bill.  It  was,  however,  only  an  ap» 
nearance,  because  no  man  in  the  House 
felt  more  strongly  than  he  did  that 
nothing  was  more  urgently  needed  for 
the  happiness  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  Kngland,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland  than  that  they  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  having  what  they  ummI  to 
have  in  the  old  days— a  home.  To  that 
proposition  he  did  not  believe  there  wss 
any  dissent  in  any  quartor  of  the  House. 
Therefore,  whilo  Her  Majciity's  Oovem- 
rnent  were  unablo  to  givA  constant  to  the 
Micond  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  while 
they  r«)uld  not,  he  might  mit  in  advance, 
hold  out  much  hope  an  U»  a  Select  ( %>m* 
mittiM  for  inouiring  into  it,  for  reasons 
whiih  might  i»e nioro ctmvtmiently statM 
another  day,  thry  would  have  the  sub* 
IrcU  b«»th  as  regartlMl  Ir<»land  and  as  re- 
gardtKl  Kogland  and  t'^cotland,  undor  their 
most  full  and  rsreful  essmination. 

Mb.  MliLXToN  said,  although  the  de- 
bate had  only  proct.»e<led  a  short  way  it 
was,  from  ono  point  of  vii^w,  extremely 
instructive.  They  had  heard  in  the 
spe#«*hee  of  his  hon.  Frionds — the  Mover 
and  S«-(iQd<»rof  the  litli— in  the  instruc- 
tive faitii  that  were  cite^l  in  tho  c<iurse 
of  the  sp«»rch<<«,  that  Lords  I>»ngford,  l>e 
Vesci,  and  (^ary^fort,  the  AiMMitl4*<i  of 
the  **  I»val  and  ratrintio  Tnion,**  and 
Oeat]t«men  well  known  in  Ireland  a«  the 
o|»ponf>nt4  of  every  reform,  wen*  pre- 
t-is^ly  the  p4«rfi  jus  whose  rrlations  with 
their  tenants  in  towns  proved  Xhvva  to  be 
most  unreasonaMe.  Those  NobI#«men, 
who  acted  as  kinds  of  6gun»heads  for 
thai  orgaaixation,  were  personally  re- 


sponsible for  much  of  the  dilapidation 
which  existed  in  the  broken-down  tone* 
ments    in    Irsland.       Ho    would    also 
acknowledge  that  he    had  been  both 
plt»ased  and  greatly  interested  by  the 
admission    of    his    hon.    Friend    (Mr. 
M'Donald)  that  the  towns  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  would  oome  least  under  the 
operation  of  such  a  Bill  as  this.    The 
towns  of  Lnrgan  and  Lisbon  had  been 
particularly  praised ;  and  he  had  been 
glad  to  hear  the  compliment  paid  to  one 
Gentleman  'Sir  Richard  Wallace)  for 
tho  spirit  which  actuated  him  in  one  of 
thoee  towns,  and  which  formed  saeh  a 
contrast  to  the  manner  in   which  tho 
tenants  in  towns  in  other  parts  of  Ireland 
were  treated.   He  was  not  surprised  that 
the  attitude  of  the  U I  sterol  sndlords  was 
more  reasonable  than  in  othor  parts  of 
Ireland ,  as  the  social  life  between  the 
two  classes  there  had  been  historically 
pervaded   with    a    somewhat    different 
spirit    to  that    elsewhere    manifested, 
xhe  relations  existing  between  the  land- 
lords and  the  tenants  in  Ulster  had  been 
most  remarkable  for  a  spirit  of  sympathy 
and  oneness  that  was  conspicuous  by  its 
absence  in  other  parts  ^of  Ireland.     He 
quite  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Li««utonant  as  to  the  dilapidated  condi- 
tion of  the  houses  in  many  of  the  towns 
and  villages  in  Ireland,  and  that  it  oould 
not  be  altogether  accounted  for  by  tho 
nature  of  tho  tenure.   There  could  be  no 
doubt  depopulation  had  a  very  close 
bearing  upon  this  dilapidation  in  vil- 
lages and  towns.   In*a  country  whare,  in 
40  years,  the  population  had  fallen  from 
8.000.000  to  5,000,000.  it  was  obvious 
that  the  result  must  be  a  reduction  to 
one-half  of  the  customers  of  shopkeepers 
and  artixans,  a  lowering  of  wages,  and 
the    oonsequent    dilapidation    of    the 
houses.     It  was,  indeed,  the  fact  that  the 
districts  from   which  most  emigration 
had  taken  plac<«  were  most  remarkable 
fc»r  retrogreesion  and  its  visible  signs. 
He  had  known  districts  where  he  had 
b4'<»n  informed  that  flourishing  villages 
oxisted  40  years  ago,  where,  at  present, 
nothing  was  to  bo  seen  but  the  remains 
of  a  fow  crumbling  walls.    But,  allowing 
for  all  thos4*  extenuating  otrcumntanres, 
such  cases  as  these  showed  the  evil  and 
paralysing  operation    of    the    existing 
laws  of  tenure   upon   the  whole  com- 
munity.    In  dealing  with  the  qnsstioa 
of  dwelling-houses  in  towns,  he  would 
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refer  to  the  condition  of  the  leaseholder 
in  the  town,  and  the  condition  of  the 
tenant  from  year  to  year.  In  many 
oases  the  whole  district  around  the 
town  was  owned  by  one  man,  and  some- 
times a  number  of  men  combined  to- 
gether and  formed  a  syndicate  to 
arrange  all  matters  connected  with  it. 
In  such  cases  the  condition  of  the  lease- 
holder was  bad  enough ;  because,  no 
matter  how  extensire  was  his  improTO- 
ment  to  his  premises  or  holding,  it  was 
liable  to  confiscation  by  the  landlord, 
beside  which  the  tenant  must  actually 
prepare  himself  to  pay  an  increased 
rent  proportioned  to  the  amount  of 
▼alue  generally  of  the  improvements 
which  he  himself  had  made.  He  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  did 
not  see  the  germ  of  an  equitable  way 
of  dealing  with  such  a  state  of  things, 
after  the  manner  adopted  with  re- 
gard to  rural  holdings  in  Ireland? 
If  the  tenant  did  not  comply  with  the 
hard  terms  imposed  upon  him,  he  was 
remorselessly  put  out  without  a  penny 
compensation.  He  did  not  blame  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  falling  into 
error  as  to  the  want  of  analogy  between 
certain  holdings  in  Irish  towns  and  those 
in  rural  districts.  He  (Mr.  Bezton) 
thought  there  was  a  complete  analogy 
in  the  case  of  town  houses  and  country 
holdings ;  because,  as  one  landlord  or  a 
syndicate  of  landlords  owned  the  whole 
of  the  town  and  the  district  about,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  tenant  to 
secure  another  house.  There  was  not 
free  action.  There  might  be  no  limit 
in  this  case  defining  the  two  classes  by 
nature ;  but  there  was  a  limit  fixed  by 
art  as  unalterable,  as  inflexible,  and  as 
supreme  as  any  ever  imposed  by  nature. 
They  had  heard  of  the  town  of  Killamey, 
the  whole  of  which  was  owned  by  Lord 
Kenmare ;  and  he  could  point  out 
numerous  other  towns  owned  by  single 
landlords  or  syndicates,  where  the 
tenants  were  treated  with  great  inius- 
tice.  In  the  case  of  a  farm,  the  holder 
was  protected  bylaw  from  having  his 
improvements  confiscated ;  but  if  he  was 
the  owner  of  a  dwelling- house  or  shop, 
and  executed  improvements,  he  would 
ask  was  not  the  analogy  between  the  two 
classesperf ect  ?  If  there  was  no  necessity 
in  the  frst  case  for  interference,  why  was 
the  Land  Act  passed  at  all  f  If  there  was 
a  necessity  in  the  first  ease,  why  was 
there  no  neoesaity  in  the  second  f    If  a 


man  was  turned  out  of  his  farm,  it 
was  said  that  his  means  of  living  were 
gone,  as  he  could  not  get  another.  In 
Uie  towns  he  maintained  that  the  same 
thing  applied ;  for  whether  the  tenant 
held  a  dwelling-house  or  a  shop  in  a 
town  he  could  not  get  another,  and 
neither  was  there  any  building  ground 
available.  If  he  was  a  shopkeeper,  he 
would  not  have  the  least  prospect  of 
establishing  another  businessin  the  town 
where  he  was  known  to  his  customers, 
for  the  landlord  of  the  town  or  the  Byn« 
dicate  controlled  everything.  That  waa 
particularly  the  case  where  the  landlord 
was  a  territorial  magnate,  who  not  only 
owned  the  land  on  which  the  house 
stood,  but  also  that  all  around  it.  There- 
fore, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not 
entitled  to  demur  to  the  analogy.  There 
was  a  perfect  analogy  between  the  shop- 
keeper and  the  tenant  in  the  country. 
He  was  sorry  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
had  raised  objections  to  the  wording  of 
the  Bill ;  but  he  thought  they  were  such 
as  might,  perhaps,  oe  very  properly 
urged  in  Committee.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thought  that  the  wording  of 
certain  clauses  would  have  the  effect  of 
extending  the  operation  of  the  Bill  to 
all  holdings  of  houses  and  to  town  parks. 
But  the  object  of  the  Bill  might  be  un- 
derstood from  its  title,  which  was  the 
tenure  of  town  houses,  and  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  these 
matters  on  the  Oommittee  stage  of  the 
Bill.  Then  they  were  told  that  this 
would  be  a  partial  treatment  of  the  quea- 
tion.  But  if  there  was  any  maxim  which 
Government  admitted,  it  was  thatquea- 
tions  ought  to  be  treated  acoordingto 
their  urgency;  and  though  grievancea 
in  relation  to  the  question  might  exist 
in  England  and  Scotland,  he  took  leave 
to  doubt  whether  cases  existed  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  in  which  single  per- 
sons owned  towns  in  so  striking  a  way 
as  they  did  in  Ireland.  But  if  that  waa 
the  case,  then  the  urgency  of  the  ques- 
tion was  all  the  greater,  and  he  would 
be  glad  to  see  the  provisions  of  such  a 
Bill  extended  to  England  and  Scotland, 
where  he  had  no  doubt  such  a  measure 
was  urgently  needed.  In  England,  how- 
over,  he  would  point  out  that  they  had 
a  social  power  in  publio  opinion,  which 
usually  moderated  the  action  of  the 
landlord ;  but  such  a  power  did  not  exist 
in  Ireland.  A  landlord  in  that  oonntxy 
generally  proved  his  patriotism  aa  an 
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Irithman  bj  the  dogroe  of  Mom  ft&d 
contempt  whtoh  h«  threw  upon  the  public 
opinifm  of  hie  own  country.    Hie  income 
might  be  derired  from  Ireland ;  but  hie 
»«>ul  wa^  in  Gruat  Dritain.     It  wee  bj 
the  pubUo  oDtnton  of  (treat  Britain  that 
h*«  n>pilate«lhie  conduct ;  and  if  the  nub- 
lio  o III Q ion  of  England  loldom  troubliMl 
it<»elr  about  Ireland — [Oppo$ition  crit$of 
••Oh,   oh!"]— well,  not  eystematioallj 
then ;  but  ho  knew  it  did  bj  spaame. 
The  In«h  landlord,    therefore*   mo^tlpr 
did  whet  he  pleat^,  and   thie  eoniti* 
tuted  a  rital  difference  between  the  con- 
dition of  the  two  countriee.     In  con- 
dadon,  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
rttcht  hon.  Qentloman  wae  long  enough 
in  <^ee  to  entitle  him  (Mr.  Sexton^  to 
evtablish  a  dilTorence  between  what  the 
right    hon.    Gentleman    concotred  and 
what  he  expreeAed.     But,  although  he 
r«*fnvtted  that  the  right  hon.  Qontieman 
did  not  u^  his  waj  to  support  the  second 
rvHiding.  he  was  glad  that  he  appri>Te4l 
of    thn    spirit  and    aim    of    the   Bill ; 
and    he    was    Terr    hopeful    that    he 
would  approach   this  subject  with  that 
keen  perception,   couragi\    and   moral 
elevation    of    character    which    diittin- 
guialied  him.     Ho  hofied  he  would  be 
able,  on  a  rerj  earlr  day,  to  announce 
that  the  Goremmont  saw   their  wa^  to 
intrvxluce   a    measure  on  the   subj<«ot ; 
and  he   would  be  glad  if  it  should  in* 
cIudeKngUnd  and  Scotland.  Uothought, 
hi>weTfr,  that  his  hon.  Friends  were  en- 
titled to  go  into  the  \/>\thy  in  support  of 
the  S4*rond  reading.     It  waa  a  question 
of  great  im|Mirtjinro  to  the  three  ctmn- 
tries;  and  the  Irish   Partr,    who   had 
alwa^rs  been  prepared  to  aid  the  work- 
ing rla«se^   of  (Ireat  Britain  in  everj- 
thing  that  would  improre  th««ir  condi- 
tioo,  would  afford  them  OTerj  help  in 
obtaining  the  benefits  thej  sought  for 
themselTee. 

Ma.  K.  R.  RUSSELL  said,  he  would 
like  ^>  stst«%  in  a  few  Wdftl*,  the  reas'>ns 
whj  he  intended  ^>  rote  air^in^t  the  Go> 
fwnment.  There  was  a  strong  opinion 
in  the  eountrj,  and  in  that  part  of  the 
House  b«dow  the  Gangway,  th«t  thej 
were  entitled  to  extend  the  analn^v  that 
had  been  refemMl  to  —  he  meant  the 
aoaloirjr  of  the  Iri*h  Land  A<t«^and 
that  thej  wvre  entitled  to  extend  thes«t 
in  two  directions ;  that  ther  were  en- 
titled  to  extend  them  from  agriculture  to 
other  indnstriee,  and  that  ther  were 
entitled  to  ext«nd  them  fh>m  IreUad 


to  other  parte    of   the  UnitiMl    King- 
dom.     Tnere    were    great    sufferings 
in   England  also  from  the  tenure  on 
which  houses  were  held  in  towns.     Ho 
hoped   the  right  hon.    Gentleman   the 
Chief  Secretary  would  excuse  him  for 
saying  that  thej  all  sjmpathixed  with 
him  in  his  somewhat  difHcult  position. 
Indeed,  probablj  there  never  had  been 
such  an  outgoing  of  feeling  and  expres* 
sion  of  sjmpathj  with  a  Minister  enter- 
ing on  a  new  and  important  Office  under 
eiroum^tanees  of  gr<^t  difficult  j.     At  the 
same  time,  he  regretted  very  much  that 
in  stating  the   purelj  official   reasons, 
which  should  have  been  adequate  onongh 
for  the  course  the   GoTemment    were 
taking,    his    right    hon.    Friend    had 
thought  it  necessary  to  go  into  a  little 
argument  on  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
That  argument,  ho  thought,  was  hardly 
sufficient  to  warrant  resistance  to  the 
measure.     The  right    hon.  Gentleman 
said  there  was  a  great  difference  between 
the  freedom  of  an  occupier  of  town  pro- 
perty  and  the  fn»edom  of  an  occupier  of 
agricultural  property.     He  (Mr.  Russell) 
apprehended  that  there  were  few  cir- 
cumstances where  there  was  less  freeilom 
of  contract,  in  which  the  lack  of  freedom 
of  cimtract  was  so  acute  in  its  resulte, 
as  where  a  man  baring  occupied  town 
property,  and  hariog  gradually  worked 
up  a  busineM  in  it.  and  in  so  doing  had 
made  valuable  additions  to  the  property, 
found  that  he  had  to  pay  an  extravagant 
fine  for  the  privilege)  of  continuing  his 
business,  or  to  ac\M*pt  the  alternative  of 
handing  the  premis<'S  over  to  his  land- 
lord,  who  had  done  literally  nothing  to 
astkist  him  in  his  endeavours  to  create  the 
industry  from  which  he  was  to  derive  hia 
future  pr«)ceeds.  That  showed  that  when 
the  difficulty  arose  it  took  a  very  acute 
form ;   and  until  it  did  arise  there  waa 
no  force  in  the  argument  that  there  waa 
a  want  of  analogy  between  town  pro- 
perty and  rural  property.     Even  in  its 
chronto  state,  as  had  l>een  observed  on 
I  the  other  side,  the  evil  was  nearly  as 
bad ;  for,  in  the  chronio  state,  the  re- 
!  suits  were  that  the  tenant  was  paralyzed 
I  and  prevcntiHl  from  increaning  his  buM- 
;  ne%ii,  d«*priv(Hl  not  only  of  all  incentive 
to  increase  it,  but  deprived  also  of  all 
hope  that  he  would  be  allowed  to  reap 
.  the  fruits  of  his  exertions  in  consequence 
of  thia  system.     The  effect  of  su<h  a 
state  of  things  must  neceesarily  be  the 
'  engrafting  in  ct* rtain  charactera  among 
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the  people  of  habits  of  hopelessness,  in- 
difference, and  idleness;  and  then  we 
turned  round  on  the  very  classes  whom 
our  institutions  had  degraded  and  ac- 
cused those  very  people  of  being  idle 
and  unthrifty.  If  a  man  had  attained 
by  his  industry  a  g^d  position,  he  was 
entitled  to  hope  that  he  would  be  allowed 
to  enjoy  it.  On  these  grounds,  the 
hope  of  many  of  them  below  the  Gang- 
way on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
was  that  they  might,  by  inserting  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  on  this  occasion, 
do  something  towards  extending  the 
Bound  and  just  principles  of  the  Irish 
Land  Act  from  agricultural  holdings  to 
urban  property,  and  also  towards  extend- 
ing them  m>m  Ireland,  which  they  ad- 
mitted had  a  grievance,  to  the  whole  of 
Ghreat  Britain,  where  the  existing  system 
likewise  worked  injuriously. 

Mb.  holmes  said,  that  although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretajry  had  said  that  political  economy 
had  been  banished  to  another  sphere,  he 
(Mr.  Holmes)  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
nght  hon.  (Gentleman  was  still  to  some 
extent  controlled  by  the  principles  of 
political  economy,  and  still  more  glad 
that  he  had  acknowledged  the  necessity 
of  being  guided  by  common  sense.  He 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  accept  the 
Bill,  and  fully  concurred  with  hun  in 
the  erounds  on  which  he  based  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Goyemment  to  assent  to  the 
measure.  His  (Mr.  Holmes's)  objection 
was  not  to  any  change  in  the  tenure  of 
the  houses  in  towns  in  Ireland,  but  to 
the  form  of  the  particular  measure  be* 
fore  the  House.  Indeed,  he  specially 
wished  to  g^ard  himself  against  the 
supposition  that  he  was  entir^y  satisfied 
with  the  tenure  of  house  property  at  the 
present  time.  He  felt,  as  strongly  as 
anyone  could  do,  that  many  beneacial 
changes  might  be  introduced  into  house 
tenure,  both  in  England  and  Ireland ; 
but  here  they  had  to  deal  with  a  par- 
ticular Bill  which  had  been  circulated 
for  the  first  time  that  morning,  and  of 
which  he  supposed  a  good  many  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  were 
hardly  able  to  understana  the  full 
significance.  The  principle  underlying 
the  Bill  was  to  transfer  the  compensation 
for  improvements  provisions,  incorpo* 
rated  in  the  Land  Acts  of  1870  and  1881 
in  regard  to  agricultural  and  pastoral 
holdings,  to  every  building  in  Iraand— 
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not  merely  in  the  smaller  towns  and 
villages,  but  to  all  the  large  towns  like 
Dublin,  Belfast,  Oork,  and  Londonderry. 
Not  only  would  the  Bill  apply  to 
dwelling-houses,  but  to  every  factory, 
warehouse,  theatre,  or  other  place  of 
amusement;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  to 
every  building  throughout  the  country. 
When  the  Acts  of  1870  and  1881  were 
passed,  great  care  was  taken,  in  the  en- 
actment of  the  Oompensation  Clauses,  to 
restrict  them  to  the  subject-matter  to 
which  they  applied —namely,  to  a|^- 
cultural  and  pastoral  holdings.  The 
main  principle  of  those  clauses  was  one 
on  which  tnere  was  little  divergence  of 
opinion.  It  was  that  when  land  was 
let  it  was  to  the  interest  both  of  landlord 
and  tenant  that  it  should  be  improved ; 
and  it  appeared  to  be  a  fair  and  reason- 
able principle  that  if  the  tenant  expended 
his  capital  on  improvements,  some  oom- 
pensation should  be  given  him  for  the  out- 
lay. But  in  the  case  of  house  property, 
if  the  tenant  expended  money  so  as  to 
increase  the  letting  value,  it  did  not 
equally  follow  that  he  should  be  entitled 
to  compensation.  He  certainly  would 
not  be  so  in  all  cases,  and  this  Bill 
extended  to  all  houses.  Take  the 
ordinary  case  of  a  man  with  £1,000. 
He  built  a  house  and  let  it  to  a  tenant 
for  £60  or  £70  a-^ear.  For  his  own 
purposes  and  requirements  the  tenant 
might  add  two  more  stories,  costing, 
perhaps,  another  £1,000.  The  whole 
character  of  the  house  was  altered ;  no 
doubt,  its  rental  value  might  be  im- 
proved. After  years  the  tenant  chose  to 
leave ;  was  the  landlord  to  pay  him  the 
£1,000  he  had  spent,  when  the  landlord 
had  spent  his  whole  capital?  He  used 
the  word  ''landlord,"  but  it  was  hardly 
applicable.  The  man  simply  put  his 
money  into  an  ordinary  commercial 
undertaking.  In  Ireland  they  had  large 
manufacturing  towns,  and  the  case  he 
had  put  was  by  no  means  an  improbable 
one.  The  provisions  affecting  a^cnl* 
tural  holdings  would  not  equitably 
apply  to  tiie  bulk  of  the  house  property 
in  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member,  whom 
they  had  always  heard  with  so  much 
pleasure  in  that  House — he  believed 
that  he  was  still  the  Member  for  Sligo 
— (Mr.  Sexton)  had  referred  to  cases 
in  which  single  landlords  had  practical 
control  of  whole  villages.  He  (Mr. 
Holmes)  would,  however,  point  oat 
that  those  oases  were  esoeptional ;  and 
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it  •hotald  be  r«tnembered  that  this  Bill, 
if  pawMKJ,  would  applj  to  l*r^  manufao- 
turing  towns  like  Belfast  and  London- 
derry, which  were  not  all  similarly  sita- 
at4Hl«  and  would  be  applioable  to  all 
hottsee,  wan<hou»ee,  ana  faotoriea  alike. 
On  theee  grounds  be  thought  the  House 
ought  not  to  assent  to  the  Bill.  As  to 
the  analdgj  that  had  been  put  forward 
as  between  town  and  rural  holdings, 
although  he  did  not  admit  that  such 
an  analogr  had  been  eetablishod,  ho 
maintains  that  there  was  a  perfect 
analiMj  between  town  houses  in  Ireland 
and  Great  Britain.  When  the  Acta  of 
1H70  and  1881  were  passed  they  were 
told  they  could  not  deal  with  agri- 
cultural tenandee  in  Ireland  on  the 
same  principle  as  with  similar  tenancica 
in  England  and  Scotland,  the  strong 
argument  for  those  Acts  being  the  ox* 
r«*ptional  circumstances  of  Ireland*  But 
if  there  were  this  difference  as  to  agri* 
cultural  holding4,  no  one  could  say  the 
same  or  any  ditferonoe  existed  between 
house  proDcrties  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  Kinguom.  In  his  opinion,  there- 
fore, tl  would  certainly  be  an  anomalous 
thin^,  at  the  commencement  of  a  new 
Parlisment  like  the  present,  that  only 
fine  portion,  and  that  a  small  one,  of  a 
large  cniestion  which  really  atfected  the 
Three  lUngdoms  should  be  dealt  with, 
and  dealt  with  in  a  manner  that  was 
anything  but  satisfactory,  in  a  Bill  of 
this  nature.  He  by  no  means  desired 
t>  oppoee  real  practical  roforms ;  but  he 
UflieTfd  that  tney  would  reciuire  strong 
additional  arguments  to  induce  the 
House  to  adopt  such  a  Bill  at  that  now 
before  then. 

Ma.  OOSCHEN:  Sir,  I  do  not  pft>* 
noee  to  argue  this  matter  for  one  momont 
from  the  point  of  Tiew  of  the  rights  of 
|>roperty,  or  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  principles  of  political  economy,  to 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Svcretary  alluded.  From  both  points  of 
tiew  a  great  deal  might  be  said  on  the 
present  occasion ;  but  it  is  not  with  a 
riew  of  urging  any  argument  derived 
from  theee  principles  that  I  wish  to  sub* 
mit  a  very  few  obserrations  to  the 
House.  I  hare  been  led  to  intervene 
for  a  moment  in  this  debate  by  the 
argmneots  that  have  fallen  from  one  or 
two  hoQ.  Gentlemen— namely,  the  hon. 
Mettbor  for  Sligo  ICr.  Sexton)  and  the 
hoo.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr.  E.  B. 
Boaeell) — in  regard  to  what  seema  to  be 


in  the  main  the  object  of  the  Bill — 
namely,  to  give  not  only  security  for 
improvements  which  the  tc^nant  may 
have  effected,  but  indirectlv  to  prevent 
altogether  the  ejectmont  of  the  tenant 
from  the  house  which  he  occupies.  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  have  made  my- 
»'>lf  clear ;  but  the  House  will  remember 
that  the  argument  has  been  raised  to  a 
great  extont  upon  the  injustice  to  tenant* 
occupying  houses^  of  being  turned  away 
from  those  houses,  or  having  their  roots 
raised  upon  them,  when  they  have  built 
up  laboriously  their  businees,  and  may 
find  themselves  ruined  by  being  deprived 
of  their  rosidence  in  the  house.  There* 
fore,  one  of  the  main  arguments  upon 
which  I  see  that  hon.  Members  are 
likely  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  Bill  is  the 
wish  to  take  a  step  in  the  direction  of 
what  I  think  we  mar  oall  security  of 
tenure.  Now,  what  I  wish  to  point  out 
is  that,  even  if  this  Bill  were  paseed,  I  do 
not  know  that  a  real  step  would  have 
been  taken  towards  the  object  which 
hon.  Members  have  at  heart  in  this 
matter.  Because  it  appears  to  me  that, 
unless  you  at  the  same  time  introduoo 
enactments  with  regard  to  fair  rents  and 
fixity  of  tenure,  the  landlords,  though 
they  have  to  pay  compensation  for  im- 
provements under  this  Bill,  may,  never* 
theless,  deprive  the  tenants  of  the  oppor* 
tunity  of  continuing  in  their  bustness. 
If  that  is  so  —  and  I  think  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Glasgow  will  al- 
most admit  it,  so  far  as  regards  his  argu- 
ment— ^you  will  have  gone  a  very  little 
way  in  the  direction  of  the  objeots  he 
haa  at  heart  if  you  were  to  pass  this  BilL 
I  would,  in  passing,  just  make  one  allu- 
sion to  the  argtiment  in  regard  to 
annual  tenants.  Annual  tenants,  snrelv, 
would  scarcely  be  authorixed,  if  only 
holding  from  year  to  year,  to  make  large 
improvements  of  any  kind  ;  and  in  such 
csAe,  deariy,  it  would  be  neceesary  to 
give  the  landlords  considerable  power 
in  regard  to  stopping  those  improve- 
ments made  by  the  tenant-at-will.  Bui 
that  is  not  the  part  of  the  subject  to 
which  I  was  addressing  myself.  I  wish 
to  suggest  that  if  this  Bill  is  argued 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  analogy 
between  lands  and  houses,  that  we 
have  arrived,  I  think,  at  a  ver^  oon* 
siderable  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the 
Land  Question,  by  having  strengthened 
and  confirmed  a  double  ownership  in  the 
land.    We  shaU  have  tied  together  tha 
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landlord  and  the  tenant  in  such  a  way 
that  all  difficulties  between  the  two  seem 
to  be  almost  insuperable;  and  I  want 
to  suggest  respectfully  to  the  House 
whether  it  would  be  wise  to  commence 
that  legislation  which  so  many  people 
think  is  necessary  with  regard  to  house 
property,  by  taking  steps  which  will 
begin  to  create  a  double  ownership 
practically  in  house  property?  The 
Mouse  is  aware  of  the  Bills  that  have 
been  introduced  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Broadhurst) — Bills 
which  have  for  their  object  that  tenants 
should  become  absolute  owners  of  their 
holdings-— and  I  am  bound  to  say  that, 
in  the  legislation  which  we  may  have  to 
embark  upon  with  regard  to  house  pro- 
perty, I  think  it  would  be  far  wiser  to 
Keep  in  view,  as  far  as  we  can,  that  it  is 
desirable  that  men  should  be  able  to  own 
their  own  houses,  rather  than  to  start 
upon  reforms  which  will  create  a  double 
ownership,  which  afterwards  we  may 
find  to  be  extremely  inconyenient.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  will,  I  trust,  see  that 
in  this  I  am  not  opposing  the  object 
which  has  excited  much  sjrmpathy  in 
the  House  generally.  I  am  as  convinced 
as  most  Members  of  the  House  that  the 
more  we  can  induce  men  to  own  their 
own  houses  the  better  it  will  be.  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  experience  I 
acquired  on  the  Oommission  on  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses  did  re- 
veal that  there  were  a  certain  number  of 
evils,  though  not  so  many  as  were  at- 
tributed  to  it,  which  restdted  from  the 
leasehold  system.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  everyone  will  admit  that  the 
leasehold  system  would  not  bo  intro- 
duced into  any  oountry  on  the  lines  on 
which  it  prevails  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  unless  it  had  grown  up  with 
time.  Doubtless  the  House  will  set 
itself  to  deal  with  this  most  difficult  and 
most  complicated  subject  in  a  spirit  of 
equity,  and  keeping  in  view  the  desire 
which  was  expressed  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend — that  there  should  be  as  large  a 
number  of  the  population  as  possible 
able  to  acquire  their  own  holdings. 
Holding  that  view,  I  think  it  would  not 
be  wise  to  press  partial  reforms  in  the 
direction  of  the  Bill,  which  seems  to  me 
to  create  fresh  obligations  and  fresh 
entanglements,  of  which  we  have  had 
ample  examples  in  the  legislation  in 
respect  to  Uuid.    It  would  be  rather  a 


strange  result  if,  while  we  are  endea* 
vouring  to  cut  the  knot  between  the 
landlords  and  tenants  as  regards  land  in 
Ireland,  we  should  begin  to  go  through 
the  same  process  by  giving  the  tenants 
of  houses  partial  proprietary  rights  in 
their  houses.  I  venture  respectfully  to 
submit  these  considerations  as  bearing 
upon  the  matter,  and  as  having  dose 
reference  to  the  Bill,  though  they  so 
somewhat  beyond  its  scope.  I  trust  the 
majority|will  follow  the  advice  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  in  voting 
against  the  Bill  upon  this  occasion. 

Mb.  MACABTNEY  said,  he  did  not 
rise  to  prolong  the  debate,  as  he  thought 
the  subject  had  been  almost  sufficiently 
discussed ;  but  he  could  not  allow  some 
of  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land to  pass  without  notice.  That  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  the 
prospect  of  remedial  legislation  with 
regard  to  the  tenure  of  land  not  only 
in  Ireland,  but  in  England ;  and  he  in- 
timated his  fear  that  hon.  Members  in 
that  quarter  of  the  House  might  not  re- 
ceive such  legislation  in  the  most  favour- 
able manner.  But,  speaking  for  himself, 
and,  he  might  say,  for  those  who  sat 
near  him,  and  who  represented  the 
North  of  Ireland,  he  (Mr.  Macartney) 
desired  to  say  that  they  wonld  be 
quite  ready  to  receive  cordially,  to  care- 
fully examine,  and  to  assist  in  passing 
any  remedial  legislation  that  might  be 
based  on  sound  economic  principles.  Ho 
was  not,  however,  able  to  agree  to  cer- 
tain alleged  facts  brought  before  the 
House,  either  by  the  hon.  Seconder 
(Mr.  McDonald),  or  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton).  His  own 
experience  of  the  Province  of  Ulster 
dia  not  lead  him  (Mr.  Macartney)  to 
believe  that  there  was  any  great  iUffi« 
culty  in  finding  facilities  for  building 
houses.  He  did  not  believe  that  there 
existed  in  that  Province  any  combina* 
tion  amongst  the  owners  of  land  to 
prevent  the  provision  of  sufficient  acoom- 
modation  for  house  holders,  either  in 
the  large  towns  or  in  the  small  villages ; 
and  he  must,  therefore,  say  that  it  was 
with  great  surprise  that  he  heard  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  refer  to  such  a  combi* 
nation.  He  was  the  more  surprised, 
because  he  was  not  previously  aware 
that  either  that  hon.  Member,  or  any  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway 
generally,  had  any  great  objection  to 
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combinElioQ;  mad,  moreofrer,  looking 
to  the  EotuEl  proftTMs  of  the  towns  in 
the  ProYineo  of  UUtor,  with  which  he 
w««  htmtelf  maeh  hotter  noouEinted 
then  he  we«  with  the  towns  in  tne  othor 
Prorinces,  End  tEkiog  towns  which  re- 
presented the  extremo  polos  of  urhEn 
popuUtion,  snch  es  Belfast,  Ih^rry,  lis- 
Dam,  End  Lsme,  it  wes,  he  thought,  En 
nndenishlo  fnct  thst  the  popolstion  of 
these  towns  hEd  greetly  incroEsod.  lie 
lM«HeTed.  for  instsncM^,  thEt  it  would  bo 
Edmittod  thEt  the  populntion  of  tho 
thrivinff  town  of  Lsme  hsd  EctuaUj 
doobled  itself  within  tho  spsoe  of  the 
lest  few  jeers ;  thst  building  in  that 
town  had  greatlj  increas^nl ;  and  that 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  the  wej,  cither 
of  those  who  wished  to  inTest  CEpitsl  in 
building  opontions,  or  of  those  who 
wished  to  become  householders  in  this 
rising  piece.  In  the  somewhEt  bitter 
speech  mede  by  the  hon.  Morer  of  tho 
Micond  reading  'Mr.  Crilly) — e  speech, 
the  tone  of  which  bed  not,  ho  wes  neppy 
lo  any,  been  imitEted  br  other  Qontle- 
men  who  had  since  spokon  from  below 
the  Oangwey  on  that  side  of  the  Tlouse 
— the  greet  point  mado  was  that  there 
WES  not,  at  tne  present  time,  sufficient 
protection  for  the  improvements  of  the 
ti^Eots  of  Ireland.  But  his  (Mr. 
MECEitaoT's)  IooeI  experience,  spsElnng 
ES  he  did  of  the  one  Prorince  with 
which  he  WES  inttmntely  EoquEintod, 
did  not  Egreo  with  the  exporionce  of  tho 
UeotJemen  who  bed  sddreesed  the  House 
thet  Eftemoon  from  below  the  GengwEy. 
The  hon.  GontlemEn  who  had  sc^ronded 
the  Motion  for  the  second  reeding  of 
the  Bill  wss  imleed,  he  noticed,  obliged 
to  Edmit  that  in  the  Pmrince  of  Vlntor 
the  towns  were  all  of  thorn  prosporons, 
and  thai  in  those  towns  tho  occupiers 
had  no  cause  to  complain,  and  did  not 
dMnplain  of  Eny  hErdship  entsiled  upon 
thorn  by  the  tenure  of  their  housoe. 
There  must,  therefore,  he  thought,  bo 
some  other  roEson  connected  with  the 
eooditioB  of  the  smell  towns  End  ril* 
leges  in  the  other  three  Prorincos  of 
Irelend  t»  Eocount  for  the  dilapidated 
oonditif>n  in  which  they  wore  now  said 
by  hon.  Membere  to  bo.  And  he  thought 
that  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  any  wbEt 
this  WEE.  lie  recollected  thet,  not  mnay 
jreETs  Ego,  E  9po<*iEl  Commissioner^Es 
It  WES  now  the  feshion  to  call  such  e 
psfeon— WES  seat  either  by  TV  TTems, 
or  by  some  other  leading  English  paper, 


to  report  on  the  condition  not  only  of 
the  rural,  but  eIso  of  the  urben  districts 
of  Irelsnd.  Wo)l,  eocording  to  his 
letters,  the  generel  impreesion  which 
this  Bpociel  Commissioner  seemed  to 
hsTO  formed  of  the  South  end  West  of 
Irelend  wes  thst  thore  wes  one  unirer- 
seI  lEndlord  who  hsd  impEired  the  com- 
merriel  Ectivity  of  the  South  end  West, 
End  thEt  thst  lEndlord  wes  well  known 
to  the  world  nnder  the  neme  of  John 
Jemieeon.  It  seemed  to  him  impossible 
to  dony  thst,  in  the  towns  of  the  North, 
there  wes  e  condition  of  commerriEl 
Ectirity  which  did  not  prereil  in  the 
other  three  IVorinces ;  end  it  wes  ex* 
tremely  doubtful  whether  Eny  nlterstion, 
oren  of  tho  most  Erbitrary  nsture,  in  the 
tenure  of  housee  would  produce  such  sn 
Emelioration  in  the  condition  of  the 
tenants  in  those  Provineee  as  would 
bring  them  up  to  the  level  of  the  tenants 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  He  entirely 
agreed  with  what  his  right  hon.  ana 
learned  Friend  the  late  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmee)  had  said 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  as  to  the 
imperfections  of  the  present  system  of 
leasi«hold  tenure.  A  groat  proportion 
of  the  owners  of  houses  in  Ulster 
were  not  large  landowners.  They 
did  not  belong  to  the  class  who  had 
been,  almost  by  universal  oonsent,  con* 
sidered  rapacious  and  animated  by  the 
worst  principles  of  human  nature.  In 
the  small  towns  the  owners  of  houses 
were  men  who  had  laid  by  money,  either 
in  agricultural  operationa,  or  been  sue* 
cessful  small  oommereial  operators.  If 
the  Bill,  therefore,  wore  applied  to  the 
tenure  of  housee  in  Ireland,  it  would 
doal  a  very  eevere  blow  at  a  large 
amount  of  capital  tnveeted  in  houses, 
and  would  injurionslv  affect  a  large 
class  of  people  whom  it  was  not  the  in- 
terest of  the  State  to  iniure^that  was, 
tho  mtddlo  rlas4— who  had,  to  a  groat 
extent,  invested  thoir  savings  in  the 
class  of  pn>perty  with  which  this  mea- 
sure would  aoal.  The  Government  had 
indicatini  the  course  they  intended  to 
take— and  he  (Mr.  Macartney)  thought 
it  a  very  wise  eourse^with  regard  to 
this  Bill«  nor  did  he  wish  to  detain  the 
House  further  than  to  assure  the  Go- 
vernment that  if  the^  propoeed  to  deal 
with  this  subject  as  it  should  be  dealt 
with,  not  in  the  way  of  exceptional  legis- 
lation, affeoting  Ireland  alone,  but  by  a 
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land  and  Scotland— for,  after  all,  it  was 
to  a  Tory  great  extent  a  question  affect- 
ing capital  equally  throughout  all  the 
three  countries — he  and  his  hon.  Friends 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  would  not 
look  with  disfavour  upon  any  such  mea- 
sure as  might  he  introduced  to  remedy 
such  grievances  as  the  tenants  of  Ire- 
land had  just  right  to  complain  of.  In- 
deed, they  would  he  preoared  to  wel- 
oome  such  a  measure ;  and  when  it  was 
introduced  he  earnestly  hoped  that  they 
might  he  able  to  extend  to  it  evezy  pos- 
sible support. 

Mb.  OEOMPTON  said,  he  had  great 
sympathy  with  the  Bill  and  its  proposals, 
as  he  thought  it  a  Bill  of  so  moderate  a 
character  that  any  Liberal  might  support 
it ;  but  he  had  great  difficulty  in  making 
up  his  mind  to  support  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  alter  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland;  because,  from  his 
speech,  he  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  agreed  with  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  and  practically  promised  that 
the  Government  would  take  up  the 
question.  In  his  (Mr.  Crompton's)  opi- 
nion, the  Bill  did  not,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Edinburgh 
(Mr.  Goschen)  had  said,  create  a  double 
ownership  in  landi  but  simply  gave  jus- 
tice where  justice  was  needed.  It  pro- 
posed to  give  to  the  tenant  the  property 
which  belonged  to  him,  instead  of  allow- 
ing the  landlord  to  confiscate  it.  He 
oould  not  either  see  any  injustice  in  the 
proposal  that  the  landlord  should  com- 
pensate the  tenant  in  the  circumstances 
contemplated  in  the  measure,  which 
would  not  introduce  a  much  greater 
change  than  was  effected  in  England  bv 
the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act,  which 
vested  the  right  to  a  building  in  the 
tenant  who  had  erected  it,  and  gave  him 
the  right  to  remove  it,  if  the  landlord 
was  unwilling  to  buy  it.  He  was  sur- 
prised to  find  how  easily  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  1870  could  be  adapted  to 
the  present  case.  The  only  point  in 
which  he  agreed  with  the  late  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  was  that  the  pre- 
sent Bill  ought  not  to  be  applicable 
to  yearly  tenancies;  and  it  might  be 
argued  with  some  fairness  thai  the  Bill 
ought  not  to  be  applicable  to  the  case  of 
town  holdings  occupied  for  lees  than  a 
certain  term,  say  five  years.  He  was 
•trongly  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill ;  but  he  hoped  that  the  Motion  for 
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the  second  reading  would  not  be  pressed ; 
because  he  thought  that  the  Government 
ought  not  to  be  hampered  in  the  course 
which  they  proposed  to  take  with  refer^ 
ence  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  mea- 
sure and  cognate  questions.    Believing, 
therefore,  that  the  very  best  measure 
possible  in  the  direction  of  the  Bill  would 
DC  carried  out  by  the  Government,  he  felt 
he  could  not  desert  his  Party ;  and  there- 
fore he  should  support  the  Government. 
Mb.  TUITE  said,  that  in  the  town  of 
Mullingar,  which  was  owned  by  one 
landlord,  when  the  old  leases  fell  in,  rente 
were  raised  as  much  as  35  per  cent.  The 
process  by  which  rents  were  extracted 
was  this.    When  a  lease  lapsed,  the  ten- 
ant was  asked  to  make  an  offer  to  the 
landlord  or  his  agent.    That  offer,  in  the 
first  instance,  did  not  come  up  to  the 
agent's  wishes,  and  he  therefore  com- 
pelled the  tenant  to  make  a  further 
offer,  and  so  it  went  on  until  the  tenant 
was  by  force  of  necessity  obliged  to  bid 
up  to  what  the  landlord  considered  the 
proper  amount ;  in  consequence  of  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Mullingar 
was  much  retarded,  and  though  not  men- 
tioned in  the  list  of  towns  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Sligo,  it  was,  he  oould 
assure  the  House,   one  of    the   worst 
treated  toffns  in  Ireland  under  the  cruel 
system  that  at  present  prevailed.     He 
would  give  them  an  illustration.  A  short 
time  ag^  the  lease  of  a  tenant  in  Mul- 
lingar fell  in.   The  rent  was  £29  a-year, 
and  the  tenant  expended  some  £400  on 
the  property.    Upon  the  expiration  of 
the  lease  the  tenant  was  called  upon  to 
make  an  offer,  and  all  offers  were  re- 
fused until  they  reached  £40 ;  and  after 
the  new  lease  was  drawn  the  Poor  Law 
Valuator  under   the  Poor  Law  Com- 
mission   visited    the    town,    and    the 
valuation,   which  was  £16,   was  only 
raised  to  £18,  which,  however,  was  a 
strange  contrast  to  the  rent  put  on  by 
the  landlord.     To  show  the  generosity 
of   the  town  landlords  in  Ireland,  he 
would  mention  what  occurred  in  his  own 
town  a  short  time  ago.    The  Town  Com- 
missioners required  a  place  to  hold  their 
meetings,  and  thejr  applied  for  the  use 
of  the  Market  House.      Consent  was 
given  on  the  understanding  that  politico 
would  be  excluded ;  and  he  need  hardly 
inform  the  House    that   the  Commis- 
sioners reiected  the  offer  immediately. 
Now,   while  he  agreed  with  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  he  oonsiderod  it  fell 
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hr  ■hortof  wluit  h«  woald  like  to  see,  m 
h*  would  like  tl  to  doel  with  the  reTinoa 
of  rente,  and  to  embmce  a  daaee  for  the 
appotBtmont  of  a  (\>mmieeioD,  similar  to 
th«  liaiid  (?oinmiMioD,  for  the  purpose  of 
filing  fair  rents,  and,  if  possible,  to 
abolivh  the  leases  which  had  been  ob- 
tained through  fraudulent  means.  He 
had  stated  ho  had  hoped  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  have  offered  them  as  an 
alteraatiTO  a  reference  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  question,or  hare  announced 
the  intention  of  the  GoTemment  to  bring 
forward  a  measure  themselves ;  but  now 
that  he  had  relbsed  to  consent  to  that 
arrangement  he  sincorely  hoped  that 
thoee  hon.  Oentlemen  who  repreeented 
Sx>teh  and  English  constituenotee,  which 
were  as  badly  treated  as  Ireland,  would 
support  the  measure  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Mayo. 

Ma.  FKNWICK  said,  the  onl?  reason 
he  had  for  thus  presenting  himself  before 
the  House  at  this  early  stage  of  his  Par- 
liamentary history  was  the  great  intereet 
fait  in  the  question  by  the  oonstituencT 
he  had  the  nonour  of  repreeenting.  A 
considerable  number  of  men  amongst 
the  daas  he  had  the  honour  to  be  con- 
nected with — namelr,  the  Northumber* 
land  miners — had  long  cherished  the 
laudable  desire  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  men- 
tioned—  that  of  becoming  owners  of 
their  homes.  To  achiere  this  end  they 
were  strict  in  their  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  sobriety  and  salf*denial. 
llariag  saved  sufllcient  money,  many  of 
the  men  whom  he  had  in  view  had  built 
hottsee  for  their  own  use ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, they  had  been  unable  to  aoquire 
the  freehold  of  the  ground  upon  wnioh 
their  homes  stood,  and  their  Isasehold 
tenure  of  the  grotmd  would  expire  in 
some  eases  in  40  yeara,  and  in  others  in 
60  or  66.  When  the  leasee  of  theee 
people  temdnated  they  found  their  rents 
raised,  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
valuation  of  their  holdings,  due  to  their 
own  indnatry,  and  to  no  effort  of  the 
landlord. 

Oouisrat  BROOKFIELI)  asked,  as  a 
point  of  Order,  whether  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  Member  were  in  Order  when 
thev  were  discussiag  a  measure  relative 
to  frelaad? 

Ma.  SPEAKER :  I  see  nothing  out  of 
i  ^er  in  th<«  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Ma.  FENWICK  said,  he  was  ftilly 
senaiUe  the  DiU  was  an  Iriah  BUI;  and 


he  waa  only  sorry  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  were  so  exclusively  confined  as  they 
were.  He  should  have  been  glad  if  its 
scope  could  have  been  made  more  far* 
reaching  than  it  was,  and  that  it  had 
embraced  England  and  Scotland  as  well 
as  Ireland,  lie  could  not  put  from  his 
mind  the  fact  that  in  dealing  with  suoh 
a  measure  as  this  they  were  only  tinker* 
ing  with  a  kind  of  legislation  which  must 
shortly  come  before  Parliament  in  a 
more  comprehensive  shape.  The  whole 
queetion  of  land  tenure,  owing  to  the 
oppression  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
must  shortly  oome  u^for  the  considera* 
tion  of  Parliament.  Believing,  however, 
that  the  foundation  of  this  Bill  was  to  be 
found  in  principles  of  justice  and  equity, 
he  would  be  violating  pledges  given  to 
his  constituents  if  he  did  not  declare  his 
intention  to  go  into  the  Lobby  in  sup- 
port of  It,  and  thereby  show  by  his  vote 
that  they  desired  to  accentuate  the  prin- 
ciplee  contained  in  the  provisions  01  the 
Bill. 

Ma.  FOX  said,  he  would  not  at  thia 
stage  of  the  debate  discuss  the  general 
prindpleeof  the  Bill ;  but  would  addrsea 
nimscif  more  directly  to  the  necessity 
there  was  for  some  such  legislation  as 
was  proposed  by  the  Bill.  The  town  of 
Queenstown  was  built  upon  property 
owned  by  two  landlords.  One  of  theee 
landlords  was  or  had  boon  very  promi* 
nently  before  the  country  as  a  very  ener- 
getic member  of  the  so-called  Loyal  and 
Patriotic  Union;  but  he  had  acknow- 
ledged that  property  had  its  obligationa, 
for  he  grantad  a  considerable  piece  of 
land  for  a  graveyard,  so  that  his  tenanta 
might  have  the  questionable  consolation 
that  when  they  had  been  starved  to  death 
the^  should,  at  least,  lay  their  benea  in 
their  native  soil.  The  other  landlord 
was  connscted  with  the  Rushbrook 
family.  The  leaaee  in  the  principal 
budnees  part  of  the  town  would  expire 
before  very  long.  He  altogether  dis- 
sented horn  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  So- 
eretaty  when  he  said  that  tenants  of 
property  in  towns  could  not  create  or 
enhance  the  value  of  their  holdiasa  aa 
did  the  tenants  of  the  agricultural  hold- 
ings. In  Queenstown  it  might  be  urged 
that  aa  a  leaae  ran  out  the  tc»nant  had  no 
further  daim,  and  that  when  he  took  the 
l«tase  he  took  it  on  an  und(*rtakiog  that 
his  intereet  was  to  C(«ase  with  its  term  ; 
but  thore  was  an  implied  condition  that 
the  tenant  should  have  the  fir«t  claim  to 
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a  renewal  of  the  lease.  As  the  leases 
fell  out  the  tenants  had  to  apply  to  the 
Estate  Office;  and  the  agent  of  the  estate 
had  inyariablj  put  on  a  considerable  in- 
crease on  the  ground  rent,  yarying  from 
300  to  SyOOO  per  cent,  and  also  saddled 
certain  toxt  ponderous  conditions  on  the 
tenants.  Oases  were  known  where  the 
old  ground  rents  of  £2  10«.  were  in- 
creased to  £15,  and  houses  that  used  to 
be  rented  at  £40,  and  were  in  very  good 
condition,  good  enough  to  last  for  20 
years,  became  the  property  of  the 
estate;  and  should  the  tenant  complain 
or  urge  a  daim,  an  architect  visited  the 
house,  and  if  there  was  the  slightest 
excuse  for  it,  an  order  was  giyen  that 
the  tenant,  should  he  continue,  must 
undertake  a  yery  large  outlay,  and  an 
exorbitant  increase  of  rent  was  de- 
manded. The  tenant  had  not  eyen  the 
right  to  build  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  his  business.  A  uniform 
plan  was  fixed  upon  by  the  architect  of 
the  estate,  and  the  tenant  must  follow  it 
blindly.  Then  the  tenant  must  insure 
the  premises ;  and  the  agent  of  the  In- 
surance Company  was  the  agent  of  the 
estate.  Should  the  place  be  burned  down 
the  tenant  could  not  daim  the  money, 
for  the  latter  was  spent  by  the  estate  to 
rebuild  the  house,  and  any  deficiency 
must  be  made  up  by  the  tenant.  In  all 
these  leases  the  tenant  undertook  not  to 
question  the  title  of  the  landlord  to  the 
estate;  and  that  had  a  significance  in 
this  case,  for  the  majority  of  the  tenants 
knew  that  the  houses  to  which  they  had 
a  just  claim  were  built  by  Iheir  fathers 
and  grandfathers  at  a  time  when  it  was 
neyer  imagined  that  the  name  of  Bush- 
brook  would  be  associated  with  the 
ownership  of  property  there.  When  such 
a  state  of  aiffairs  existed  as  this,  he 
thought  there  was  urgent  neeessity  for 
some  such  legislation  as  that  contem- 

Slated  by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  under 
iscassion.  Some  hon.  Members  opposed 
to  the  Bill  might  argue  that  the  town 
had  increased  in  yalue  and  wealUi,  and 
therefore  the  ground  rents  should  in- 
crease also.  In  the  case  of  Queenstown 
it  was  a  notorious  fact  that  the  yalue  of 
property  and  that  of  business  had  de- 
predated fully  1,000  per  cent  within  the 
past  20  years.  Queenstown  depended 
nearly  altogether  on  the  shipping.  In 
the  old  time  there  were  wooden  sailing 
ships,  when  long  yoyages  were  made, 
the  result  being  that  upon  the  aniyal  of 
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the  yessd  new  clothes  bad  to  be  pur- 
chased by  the  crew  and  passengers,  and 
also  ship  materials.  At  that  time,  also, 
inyalids  used  to  frequent  Queenstown, 
and  were  a  source  of  profit  to  the  town ; 
but  the  tide  of  emigration  put  an 
end  to  that.  As  steam  yessels  super- 
seded the  wooden  sailing  ships,  emigra- 
tion, he  was  proud  to  say,  had  almost 
ceased ;  but  tne  inyalids  had  not  gone 
back  to  Queenstown,  so  that  on  a  mode- 
rate calculation  they  oould  see  that  the 
business  of  the  town  had  depreciated  by 
at  least  1,000  per  cent ;  and  yet  in  face 
of  that  fact  tne  rents  were  being  in- 
creased from  800  to  8,000  per  cent.  As 
many  leases  would  expire  in  a  few 
months  he  hoped  they  would  pass  the 
Bill,  for  it  was  but  poor  consolation  to 
the  leaseholders  of  Queenstown  to  haye 
yery  soothing  and  unctuous  expresdons 
of  sympathy,  whilst  the  redress  that 
they  needed  and  demanded  was  denied 
them. 

Mr.  CONYBEABE  said,  that  because 
there  had  been  a  paucity  of  English 
Members  in  this  discusdon,  and  because 
he  represented  a  constituency  in  which 
the  eyils  so  generally  complained  of 
existed  with  perhaps  greater  aouteness 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Kingdom, 
he  thought  it  right  to  make  a  few  ob- 
seryations  upon  this  Bill,  which  souffht 
to  remedy  eyils  existiug  in  Ireland.  He 
did  not  desire  to  go  into  yoluminous  de« 
tails,  nor  to  discuss  any  defidendea  in 
the  drafting  of  the  Bill,  for  the  Com- 
mittee staffs  was  the  proper  time  when 
that  should  be  done.  On  behalf  of  his 
constituents  he  supported  the  prindple 
embodied  in  the  Bill,  and  which  was  of 
importance  to  Cornwall  no  less  than  to 
other  parts  of  England  and  Scotland. 
The  principle  was  a  plain  and  dmple 
one,  and  he  did  not  suppose  that  anyone 
would  for  a  moment  doubt  the  justice  of 
that  prindple.  The  prindple  was  simply 
this — that  those  who  spent  their  money 
and  inyested  their  labour  and  made  im- 
proyements  on  the  land  in  English  towns 
should,  at  any  rate,  haye  the  benefit  of 
their  labour,  inyestment,  and  impioye- 
ments.  The  justice  of  the  prindple  had 
been  admitted  by  the  Qoyemment.  It 
was  not  only  in  the  great  towns,  but  in 
the  small  towns,  such  as  those  comprised 
in  his  own  particular  diyidon  of  Corn- 
wall, that  the  operation  of  such  a  Bill 
as  this  was  required.  Whilst  admitting 
the  prittdpla  of  the  measure,  the 


BMTtUry  lor  Ir*)Mid  had  dtdinad  to 
•apporl  tbe  Mcood  r«adiog.  It  would 
(ppMlly  reiieTO  htm  (Mr.  Coojbo«r«)  and 
maajr  of  his  hoD.  Frionda  who,  like 
himaalf,  aat  below  tha  Gangwajr,  if  tho 
i  f oTi»niment  could  aeo  their  way  to  con- 
aent  to  the  aacond  reading,  with  a  yiew 
to  the  matter  beio^  aubeeauentljr  re- 
ferred for  oontideration  hj  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. Thia  waa  onlj  one  branch  of  a 
great  and  imporUnt  question,  and  he 
waa  happjr  to  think  that  Membora  on 
both  aiaea  of  the  Houae  had  ezpreae<Hl 
themaelyea  confident  of  dealing    in   a 

e  manner  with  the  Land 
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Uaeetion  aa  it  aiFeoted  the  Threo  King- 
dome.  It  waa  certainly  not  with  plea- 
ture  that  thoea  who  aat  in  hia  part  of 
the  Honae  found  themaelreaon  numoroua 
oceaaiona  going  into  the  opposite  Lobby 
from  that  in  which  the  (}oTemmant 
voted;  but  they  oould  not  oonaietently 
rote  amioat  a  prtncinle  which,  aa  in  the 
caae  of  the  present  bill,  they  beliered  to 
be  right  ana  just ;  and,  therefore,  if  the 
Ooremment  could  not  toe  their  war  to  aa* 
aant  to  the  teeond  reading,  heandothera 
would  ba  forced  to  yote  in  the  other 
Itfibbr.  The  argument  of  "declining 
population  "  had  been  brought  forward 
oy  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and 
it  had  bean  urgad  aa  a  raaaon  for  the 
dilapidated  condition  of  houae  property 
in  certain  towne.  He  and  othera  oom- 
plained,  however— »and  they  oould  prove 
their  contention — that  in  the  ^reat  cities, 
where  the  argument  of  declining  popula* 
tioo  eottld  have  no  weight,  there  ware 
found  equal  evils  arising  from  the  aya* 
tern  of  leaaahold  tenurea.  Thia  waa 
abundantly  shown  in  the  evidenc«»  of  the 
Commisaion  on  the  ilouaing  of  the  Poor. 
It  had  also  boon  oontendf*d  that  IreiKlom 
of  contract  existed  to  a  much  greater  ex* 
tent  in  towns  than  in  the  country,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  was  right  to  interfere 
with  agricultural  holdings,  whereas  it 
was  not  fair  to  interfere  with  freedom 
of  aootrael  aa  it  existA^l  in  towna. 
He  waa  not  aufflciently  familiar  with  the 
ralataoaa  of  landlorda  and  tenanta  over 
the  water  to  apeak  about  them;  but, 
speaking  for  hia  own  country  and  for 
his  own  tonstitoancy,  he  could  point 
out  inataneaa  where,  owing  to  abaolutt* 
ownership  claimed— and  claimed  with 
the  saacttoQ  of  the  lawa  of  thia  coiantry  | 
— it  waa  parfuctlv  preposteroua  to  aasert ; 
that  there  waa  freedom  of  contract  be- 
twaan  bnsinasa  maOf  artixaaa»  and  la- 1 
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;  bonrera,  who  ware  bound  to  live  in  the 

place  where  they  earned  their  livelihood, 

I  on  the  one  hand,  and  the    owners  of 

,  the  aoil  on  the  other    There  were  two 

principlee  ambodi(«d  in  our  Land  Lawa 

I  which  were  oppoeed  to  the  interesta  of 

.  the  great  majority  of  the  population  of 

the  countrv.    The  first  waa  that  ownera 

had  the  abeolute  right  to  aay— "  Wa 

can  do  aa  we  like  with  our  own.     We 

deal  with  our  landa  aa  we  have  a  right 

to  do,  on  commercial  principlee ;  and  we» 

therefore,  demand  that  you  ahall  accept 

our  terma  aa  to  the  tenure  on  which  you 

ahall  enjoy  the  occupation  of  a  bit  of 

our  land,  and  if  ^ou  do  not  aeeapt  our 

terms  you  may  emigrate  to  aome  foreign 

clime,  or  go  wherever  else  you  like/' 

That  waa  manifeatly  unfair.    If  a  man 

waa  honaat   and    hard  •  working,  why 

ahould  he  ba  eompelled  to  emigrate  to 

aome  foreign  oountry  aimply  beoauae  ha 

eould  not  accept  prepoateroua  and  un* 

justifiable  terma  F     And  why,  beoauae 

nis  businasa  compelled  him  to  atay  in  a 

oertain  place,   ahould  he  be  forced  to 

comply  with  thoea  oonditiona  thai  were 

required  of  him  f    The  other  prinoipla 

waa  woraa  than  that.  Whatever  money, 

whatever  labour  a  tenant  ehoaa  to  inveal 

in  the  aoil  of  another,  belonged  ipmf^tU 

to  the  owner  of  the  aoil,  unlasa  that 

owner  ehoee  to  give  him  eompeaaation. 

True,  the  Agricultural  Holdinga  Aeta  in* 

troduced  certain  exeeptiona;  out  every 

farmer  he  apoke  to  and  aaked — *'  Have 

you  found  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Aot 

of  any  real  aervioe  ?  "  answered  "  No.*' 

Theaa  Agrieultural  Holdinga  AcU  had 

been  proved  to  be  a  delusion  and  a  anara, 

exoent  in  a  few  limited  caaea.    So  far  aa 

he  (Mr.  Conybeara)  was  aware,  there 

waa  no  legal  liability  on  the  part  of  any 

owner  of  land  to  give  one  farthing  com- 

penaation  to  thoae  who  had  enormously 

anhancod  and  incraaaed  the  value  of  hia 

land*  He  waa  not  now  spsNsking  of  what 

was  called  the  laneamea  increment,  but 

of  the  deliberate  inveatmenta  of  pounds* 

shillings,  and  pence — anveatmanta  which 

added  anormoualy  to  the  value  of  the 

property  of  the  owner.    Yet  after  doing 

all   thia  th«»   inveatmvnt   became   eon« 

fiscated.     He  (Mr.  Conybeara)  did  not 

wiah  to  indulge  in  hard  terms;  but  ha 

maintained  that  anyone  who  said  that 

this  principle  of  confiscation  waa  a  just 

one,  and  ought  to  be  maintained  in  the 

law  of  our  oountry,  waa  most  unraaaon* 

able.   In  hia  own  conatituancy,  in  N< 
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Westem  Comwall,  the  e?il  was  im- 
mensely increased.  It  had  been  until 
yexy  recently  impossible  for  poor  miners 
and  others  who  had  inyested  the  earn- 
ings of  a  lifetime  in  building  on  pieces 
of  land — ^it  had  been  impossible  for  them 
in  most  cases  to  obtain  a  term  of  years. 
They  could  only  retain  their  holdings 
upon  the  *'  three-life  lease ; "  and  upon 
the  dropping  of  these  lives — it  might  be 
10  or  15  years — ^theirholdingswent  away 
from  them.  Every  penny,  eveiy  stone 
that  they  had  put  on  the  land  went  back 
to  the  owner.  True,  they  might  retain 
the  property  longer  by  paying  an  in- 
creased rent,  or  by  bidding  against  some- 
body else  at  auction  in  the  open  market. 
Everything  otherwise  went  to  the  owner 
of  the  soil.  He  ventured  to  think  that 
this  was  a  principle  the  law  should  not 
countenance  for  one  moment.  It  went 
to  the  root  of  the  whole  question,  and  he 
could  not  go  into  the  Xobby  to  vote 
against  a  principle  which  he  believed 
was  opposed  to  a  gross  injustice.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Gk>schen)  had  told  them  that  it  was  un- 
desirable to  establish  a  dual  ownership 
of  houses  when  they  saw  the  incon- 
venience which  the  dual  ownership  of 
land  created.  At  present,  however,  they 
had  single  ownership  practically  in  pro- 
perty belonging  to  two  persona ;  and  if 
a  man  built  a  house  on  the  land  of  an- 
other person,  and  that  other  person 
calmly  converted  to  his  own  use  the 
house  so  built,  was  not  that  a  practiee 
more  inconvenient  and  injurious  to  all 
classes  in  this  country  than  would  be  a 
system  by  which  the  ownership  of  the 
house  on  the  one  hand  and  the  owner* 
ship  of  the  land  on  the  other  should  be 
discriminated  and  apportioned  to  two 
owners  respectively?  He  would  only 
add  that,  in  the  interests  of  eveiy  class, 
and  especially  in  the  interests  of  his 
own  constituents,  with  whom  this  was 
the  burning  question  of  the  day,  he 
could  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
this  BiU. 

Thb  FIBST  lord  of  thb  TBEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstokb)  :  I  shall 
confine  myself  veiy  strictly  to  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  Bill.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  there  should  be  a  tendency 
to  widen  the  debate,  and  to  make  it  em- 
braoe  general  principles ;  bat  I  say  that 
matters  of  great  public  interest  are  not 
really  raised  in  the  question  now  at 
issue.     This  is  a  Bill  relating  to  the 
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tenure  of  houses  in  towns  in  Ireland, 
and   is,    therefore,    geographicallv  re- 
stricted.    My  right    hon.    Friena  the 
Ohief  Secretary  has  stated  with  truth 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  accept 
the  second  readmg  of  this  Bill.    I  will 
state    the    reason    which   particularly 
weighs  with  him,  and  with  the  Govern- 
ment and  myself,  for  declining  to  accept 
the  second  reading.      My  right    hon. 
Friend  has  not  done  it  on  the  ground 
that  there  is  no  case  for  consideration ; 
on  the  oontraiy,  he  has  admitted  ex- 
pressly that  there  is  a  ease  for  con- 
sideration.   The  reason  why  we  cannot 
accede  to   this  Bill  is  as  follows: — It 
alleges  that  there  is  in  Ireland  hardship 
on  the  part  of  the  tenant  in  towns  which 
calls  for  remedy.    Our  answer  to  that  is, 
if  there  is  hardship  in  Ireland  on  the 
part  of  the  tenant  in  towns  with  respect 
to  improvements  he  may  make  on  his 
dwelling,  that    hardship,   so  far  from 
being  exceptional  and  peculiar  to  Ire- 
land, is  felt  to  a  much  greater  extent  in 
England  and  in  Scotland,  because  the 
amount  of  hardship  depends,  in  a  great 
degree,  on  the  strength^and  the  vigour 
of  the  principle  of  growth  in  towns.    It 
is  in  growing  towns  that  there  is  a  great 
tendency  to  make  improvements;  and 
as  the  principle  of  growth  in  towns  is 
far  greater  and  more  vigorous  both  in 
England  and  Scotland  tlum  it  is  in  Ire- 
land, the  grievance,  whatever  it  may 
be,  is  far  greater  in  England  and  Soot- 
land  than  it  is  in  Ireland.    But,  so  far 
from  asserting  that  that  grievance  ought 
not  to  be  entertained  in  regard  to  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  I  admit  it  is  a  most 
proper  subject  to  be  examined  into.  Bat 
what  I  say  is  that  we  ought  not  to  de- 
cide a  question  for  England  and  Scot- 
land upon  a  Bill  that  is  brought  in  for 
Ireland.    The  House  ought  not  to  give 
its  decision  unawares.    My  hon.  Fnend 
said  he  wished  to  bring  in  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge.    To  bring  in  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge  might  be  <^ite  right  upon 
certain  occasions ;    but  I  think  it  is  a 
sound  principle  that  you  should  never 
bring  in  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  unless 
you  are  also  prepared  for  the  Uiiok  end 
of  the  wedge.     The  thick  end  of  the 
wedge  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  case  of 
England  and  Scotland;    and  my  sole 
proposition  in  objecting  to  this  Bill  is 
this— that  we  ought  to  have  the  ease  of 
England  and  Sootland  before  us  fairly 
ra&Md  on   its  own  merits,  and  onght 


not  to  d«ctd*  it  unawarea  and  blindfold  i  admiaunn  «li.»  *v,^.^  :.  - 
in  d^IinK  With  an  IW.h  Bill.    Thi[  U  '  ftXi^:  .^^^ 

Yrnmont     It  mu.t  bo  honie  in  mind  .  whirh  would  Im  involT.Ml  iHh"  LVonl^ 
tlut  in  WK^nl  to  tho  Irith  UnU  Art  of   roading  of  thi.  Hill 


IH7U  tho  (ioTernmont    alira>ii  fouodtnl 
th#m«clv<v4  on  the  exceptional  cirrum* 
•tanc^  of  Irtdand,  and  the  exeontional 
al>M»nce  from  freedom  of  contract  in  that 
ctmotrj.     We  admit  there  is  a  caae  for 
c«>n«idoration ;  and  a  question  haa  b<M*n 
a«kiMl  whothi»r  we  are  willing  to  agrt»e 
ti)  the  appointment  of  a  8el«s  t  (^ommit* 
t<^*ontho  •ubjwt.  VLy  right  hon.  Frivnd 
nrar  me  baa  exprot^iMMl  a  diHinclination 
t  >  that  c«>unie,  having  mainly  in  view 
th»  expccUlion   that   might  bo  ei»t«r- 
Uined  that  the  (lovemmout  would  bo 
h-M  ro*|M>n«ililo  for  tho  n^comnionda- 
tiona  of  tho  Sok«ct  Committ<H>.     We  an» 
p*  xUh  tJy  willing  to  agree  to  thr^  apjHiint- 
m-nt  of  a  8«»lw  t  (\>mmitt<N»  for  the  ox- 
atuinatioQ  of    this  nii«*Ntion,  suhjcnt  to 
tmo   rf4.Tvations.      The  first  of    th«»^o 
r  *-nrations  is  that  we  should  Mi%h  to 
cya»»der  carefully  wh«'ther,  if  a  StltK-t 
r<*mniitt4*<«  is  appointty],  it  ounht  not  to 
b»  app*»intiHl  for  the  Thrtni  Kiiiplonis. 
and   should  not  embrace  tho  st^>ngl«r 
lifts  of  the  case  as  wtdl  aa  thoso  whi<h 
are  lev  stnmg.     I  am  not  willing  at  th** 
pr.  ♦^nt  momont    to  bind  the   Govern- 
t..«  lit  t  •  undortake  th**  condurt  of  that 
>.  \^x  roTiimittoe,     That  is  a  qnostK,,^ 
whith  it  Would  ho  ncH<*4sary  t*)  cut\«ii|er 
furthiT,    U^^ause    h<.n.    Motvt'i„.r«    w.dl 
k:.MW  that  It    la  niN^sviry  f^,,  us  not 
only  ti>  cusid.r  the  mwriu  of  the  various 
questions  ^raiMnl.   V,„t   dso   the  mron^ 


Mtt.  J.  IL  A.  MAC'DiiXALD  said,  the 
Pnmo  Minister  had  informed  the  House 
that  ho  had    no  obj<*<*tion  to   a  fvdiMrt 
Committee  being  ap|M>inted  to  consider 
this    question,   with    two    rev^rrations. 
One  might  have  exp*  iUA,  if  that  was  the 
courso  whic  h  tho  (iovornmcnt  wore  pre- 
parod  t^>  take  on  this  qu<»«tion.  that  thoy 
should  have  hoard  it  a  great  iloal  earlier 
in  the  dohato,  b«vauM»  if  the  (iovornmcnt 
had  made  that  etotoniont  oarli«.r  in  tho 
debate  tho  IIou^o  would   pn>bably  not 
have  had  t>  s(»end  a  good  deal  of  Tarlia- 
montary time  in  tho  elaborate di •Mission 
of  particular  casi»«.     It  seomo<l  to  him 
that  the  mind  of  the   Government  on 
large    and     imp^irtant    quontions    was 
gradually  nindo  up  a^  the  d«diato  pro- 
cfMHltMl.     That  was  to  eay.  when  Notice 
of  an  imjiortant  subjo<t  wa«  bn>ught  for- 
ward in  thst  Hous»»  by  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber, Il«»r  Maj«*«tyV(rov4*mmont  w<ronot 
t>  bo  tho L«>ailt»rs of  the  ITcmse.  but  woro 
to  bi»  bnl  by  what  th4»y  nutjht  hoar  in 
tho  courm*  of  Jjp*  d^bato.     That  was  not 
the  usuM  pourse,  and  corUinly  it  waa  not 
advisaWo   thit    it   shouh!    ln'<' >me  the 
l':mfMi<m  courvH  in  that  IIoU'^o.     If  an 
inquiry  i»n»  to  bo  mado  into  this  niattor, 
it  was  no<o»Mirv  t*M'y  should  understand 
frrun  the  (}i>viTnuient  u|Hm  what  prin- 
(iplethat  intjuiry  was  to  bo  mado,  aud  it 
was  uio^t  dtMirablo,  if  a  S«»hM-t  (Vimmit- 
tee  was  toboapjHMnttM^that  thoy  should 


*;'.^  .^  "•v^MP   our  hands  within  tho  I  havo  a  .liHtim  t  intimation  frf>m  tho  (Jo- 

ouM  take  chargo 
1  be  no 
>f  grvat 

fj  •  I     -1  '  •  "^  •  -i-vw    »••»-  ••w'  w*    »«i»'     |iui>ii«:  iinjnriniiti*,  nati  i(  wo^   most  un» 

Ir  iT/?^!"*^*"'"'*  ^^  "J**^"  ^^'•*  ^"^"^  '*^  d«  ••irnblo  that  thi^  nmttt r  should  bo  rt^. 
jrrisnfl^  if  we  sh.uld  bo  unable  to  ar-  ^  f.^rnd  to  a  Sd*-  t  ('ommitt«*e  with  mt 
!?°^»  it  for  the  Thrro  Kingdoms.  Hut .'  having  a  d.  fiaito  and  certain  id«»a  that 
.j^*'  rtiM\i\  deal  with  it  in  ndation  to  •  th.«  (inv««mniont  of  tho  day  f»nq>Mntl  to 
}V,  Threo  Kingdoms.  I  think  it  would  '  d«  al  nith  it  on  the  Koport  of  tho  Tom- 
.o  pri'forablo.  In  my  opinion,  th.r«»  is  mitt>o.  IIo  undorstiMHl  from  thn  Chiof 
tothing  to  make  it  difBcult  or  inconvu-  S«c  notary  that  thoy  wore  there  to  c*n- 
ii..'nt  t*>  deal  with  the  question  as  a  ■  aider  a  question  of  that  kind  on  tho 
wholi»;  and  from  an  inouiry  institulwl  fixating  that  j^ditital  economy  had  long 
€n  a  »ut1l( iontly  br»ad  basis,  and  im-  ago  b<Hn  baM*h4«<ito  s^tmo  dlMnntplar.*. 
jar^ially  condu<to<!,  I  think  gn-nt  ad-  That  statement  omiing  fn>m  th«»  right 
vanUgo  would  arise  to  the  inhabitants  hon.  Qt< nth* man  did  not  a<«»nihh  him; 
of  the  three  countries.  I  hojH*  that  bat  it  certainly  did  astoni<^h  him  when 
intimation  may  poasibly  remove  a  aub-  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wont  on  fur- 
jed  of  difletenoa  among  ua*  becanao  oar  j  tlier  to  aay  that,  although  political  eco^ 
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nomy  had  been  banished  to  some  distant 
place  which  he  did  not  name,  common 
sense  still  suryiyed.  Were  they  to  under- 
stand that  political  economy  had. been 
banished  to  this  distant  re^^ion  that  was 
not  named  because  political  economy 
was  inconsistent  with  common  sense, 
and  that  common  sense  would  prevail  in 
this  country  even  more  than  it  had  pre- 
Tailed  for  some  time  past  ?  If  that  was 
not  the  meaning  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
he  was  unable  to  guess  what  the  mean- 
ing of  that  extraordinary  sentence  was. 
The  statement  was  hardly  consistent,  be- 
cause, though  political  economy  had 
been  banished,  he  did  not  suppose  that 
even  the  Chief  Secretary  would  contend 
that  political  economy  was  dead.  They 
might  banish  political  economy  to  Jupi- 
ter or  Saturn,  but  political  economy 
would  be  sure  to  hold  her  own.  Was 
the  principle  on  which  this  Select  Com- 
mittee would  conduct  its  proceedings 
some  new  and  groat  principle,  or  simply 
a  principle  of  expediency  for  dealing 
with  a  present  and  troublesome  diffi- 
culty ?  It  was  important  to  know  that 
before  they  proceeded  to  vote  upon  the 
question.  There  was  another  important 
matter  whiclrh^thought  had  been  left 
out  of  view  in  ihTS^tkkl^e,  and  it  was, 
that  if  they  were  goingtcK^ave  an  in- 
quiryi  they  had  better  have  ^n^  to  see 
if  they  could  not  learn  something  from 
what  took  place  in  some  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  purpose  of 
guiding  and  helping  them  as  to  what 
might  be  required  for  the  rest.  Al- 
though some  Scottish  Members — the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian,  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Goschen), 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr. 
E.  R.  Bussell) — had  spoken,  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that  those  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Gentlemen,  though  representing 
Scottish  constituencies,  knew  very  much 
about  the  mode  in  which  land  was  ob- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  building  in 
Scotland,  and  he  thought  that  every 
Scotchman  who  knew  anything  about 
that  matter  would  repudiate  altogether 
the  idea  that  their  mode  of  taking  land 
for  building  purposes  in  Scotland  should 
be  set  aside  by  anything  that  could  be 
invented  by  this  Select  Committee,  or 
by  the  Government,  for  improving  the 
mode  of  taking  land  for  building  in  Ire- 
land and  England.  He  bad  sometimes 
been  told  that  he  came  from  a  country 
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whose  law  was  barbarous.  Well^itwas 
said  jocularly,  because  they  did  not 
understand  their  legal  terms,  some  of 
which  were  very  good  Latin.  In  his 
country  there  was  a  very  excellent  mode 
of  enabling  people  to  take  land  for  the 
purpose  of  building.  They  were  very 
Conservative  in  Scotland .  [  * '  No,  no ! "  ] 
Oh  yes ;  they  were  Conservative  in  thoir 
proceedings,  though  not  in  their  politics 
— and  thoir  mode  was  one  derived  from 
ancient  times,  and  was  essentially  feudal 
in  its  nature.  It  was  unquestion- 
ably, however — and  he  thought  when 
he  had  described  it  Members  would 
agree  with  ,  him — the  best  mode  for 
taking  the  land  for  permanent  building. 
It  was  that  when  a  man  desired  to  get 
land  on  which  to  erect  a  dwelling-house, 
with  ground  attached  or  not,  he  took 
what  was  called  a  feu,  and  became  in 
name  only  vassal  of  the  person  from 
whom  he  received  his  right.  He  paid 
for  that  land  so  taken  what  was  practi- 
cally an  annual  rent ;  but  the  land  was 
really  a  grant  in  perpetuity,  no  one  being 
able  to  wrest  it  from  him.  It  was  ob- 
vious that  a  person  giving  up  his  land 
in  perpetuity  must  be  entitled  to  some 
security  for  his  feu  duty,  and  that  secu- 
rity was  that  the  feuar  agreed  before- 
hand to  erect  buildings  of  a  certain 
value,  and  that  these  buildings  should 
be  maintained  in  all  time  coming.  The 
only  right  the  superior  retained  was  the 
right,  if  the  buildings  were  allowed  to 
deteriorate  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cease 
to  be  a  security  for  the  feu-duty,  or  if 
the  duty  were  not  paid,  to  enter  on  pos- 
session of  the  subjects  again,  ana  he 
presumed  no  one  would  say  that  that 
was  anything  but  an  eouitable  and 
reasonable  arrangement.  Not  only  00, 
but  the  vassal  had  a  right  dt  any  time 
to  sell  his  property  and  call  >^po&  the 
superior  to  take  the  purchaser  as  his 
feuar.  They  had  Uius  no  diffictlty  in 
Scotland,  and  the  Prime  Ministcl  and 
other  Gentlemen  who  had  visited  Got- 
land would  have  observed  how,  in  %e 
villages  and  small  towns,  men  who  hA 
become  somewhat  prosperous,  and  werr 
able  to  put  by  a  little  money  to  enable 
them  to  build  a  house,  were  always  ablo 
to  find  suitable  sites  and  build  hou8e>8 
which  were  models  of  comfort  and  coa- 
venience.  ["No!"]  Well,  there  migh t 
bo  some  isolated  cases  of  difficulty,  such 
as  occurred  in  Ireland  in  the  liberal, 
but  not  in  the  Conservative,  parts  of  the 
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ooaatry.  It  was  to  maoh  the  interMt  of 
the  proprietor  to  giro  such  feua  that 
there  waa  no  diAcultj  about  them  ex- 
cept in  the  large  (owna,  whore,  of  coarae, 
aome  difficuttj  would  alwavs  be  felt.  It 
had  been  aui^gi'sted  br  the  right  hon. 
(}«ntleinan  Uiat  it  wa*  deairablo  to  estab- 
li«h  in  the  mind  of  orery  head  of  a 
familjT  thu  aenttment  of  home.  That 
wat  right  if  the  eiroum»tmncee  wore  auit- 
aMo.  But  in  Tory  largo  towna  the  popu- 
lation which  lived  in  email  houM^  were 
noce«aarilj  dependttnt  for  their  aubtist- 
ence  utMin  the  wages  the^  obtained  from 
auit«ble  work,  and  in  immenae  towns 
like  Glaagow»  Liverpool,  and  London  it 
might  be  a  grievoua  and  intolerable 
burden  for  a  man  to  have  a  houae  of  hia 
own  if  it  waa  not  near  his  work.  It 
would  be  better  for  him  to  be  a  tenant 
and  to  be  able  to  more  his  familr  anj 
time  it  might  auit  him.  This  Bill  pre- 
sented many  i><>ints  suitable  for  a  Select 
<\>mmittee ;  but  ho  would  again  impress 
on  the  riicht  hon.  (lontlouian  tlio  fa.t 
that  two  things  were  essential  in  order 
that  an  inquiry  should  bt«  held.  In  tin* 
first  place,  they  should  hare  tome  diBtinct 
stst«*ment  of  the  pnnriplos  unon  which 
the  (torcromont  pro|K>M«d  the  msttur 
should  be  dealt  with  ;  and,  in  the  si*cond 
place,  the  Goremment  should  themselves 
take  the  responsibility  of  the  conduct  of 
that  S4*l««ct  Committee,  withtmt  which  its 
delilM<rationa  would  bo  of  no  value.  The 
que«iion  was  uotloubtMly  of  great  public 
importance,  and  it  would  be  must  un- 
desirable that  it  should  be  gone  into 
by  a  SM«><>t  <*ommitteo  at  all  without 
their  having  a  definite  idea  that  the  <fo- 
vemment  tirop'>»4Kl  to  deal  with  it  on  the 
K«*port  of  the  (%>mniittfe.  and  would 
take  the  resiKinsibility  for  the  legtslatt«in 
that  miirht  be  brought  in. 

Ma  HALnANKsaid.ithadnotb^-en 
his  intentinn  to  trespiisa  on  the  att«*nttun 
of  the  Housa;  but  he  had  found  him- 
•elf  at  oue  with  the  right  hon.  (}entle- 
man  the  if «*ruber  for  tho  Fniversity  of 
Edinburgh  on  one  ]Munt,  and  that  was 
that  he  would  deeire  some  explanation 
of  the  seope  of  the  inquiry  which  might 
b«*  made  bv  the  S<*l«*ct  CNimmittee 
eug(pMt<Ni.  ife  ro«e  also  on  lM«hslf  of 
th-se  who,  like  hims4>lf,  were  interested 
in  this  quf»sti«>n,  not  simply  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  Bill,  but  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  rr-droaa  of  those 
gvnerttl  grievances  which  they  held 
eould  only  be  redreased  by  leaaehold 


enflmncUaainent.  There  were  two  quae* 
tions  before  them — the  grievance  and  ita 
remedy.  The  grievance  waa  practically 
admitted ;  nor  had  it,  he  thought,  be* 
come  a  Party  onesti^m.  And  anyone 
who  had  studied  the  s^lK^chea  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Pad- 
dington  Lord  Randolph  Churchill}  must 
have  observod  that  he  had  taken  up  the 
whole  aubjact  of  leaaehold  enfranoniso* 
ment,  and,  with  that  marvellous  power 
of  transformation  with  which  he  waa 
gifted,  had  induced  the  whole  Conserva- 
tive Party  to  take  it  up.  But  the  quea- 
tion  of  the  remedy  waa  ouite  another 
matter.  It  waa  hia  intention,  when  he 
came  into  tho  House,  to  give  a  silent 
vote  against  the  Bill,  not  becauae  he  did 
not  approve*  ita  obj«H:ta,  but  because  he 
believed  the  remedy  ouffht  to  be  of  a 
muoh  more  sweeping  character.  The 
principle  of  the  present  Law  of  Tenure 
waa  that  tho  landlord  should  hand  over 
a  piece  of  ground  for  a  time,  and  that  at 
thu  end  of  that  period  it  should  revert  to 
him  with  all  tho  buildings  upon  it.  lie 
waa  afraid  to  talk  of  **  freedom  of  con- 
tract,*' because  that  was  the  ahibboleth 
of  hon.  (fentlemen  op{)osite,  and  he  waa 
afraid  he  might  minpronounct*  it.  But 
he  would  ask— What  freedom  of  con- 
tract waa  there  in  the  ease  of  a  man  who 
came  forward  and  paid  for  what  was  a 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  another  man, 
and  only  got  it  upon  certain  terms?  The 
rem<-dy — and  ho  recommend<Kl  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  refer  to  the  utter- 
ances of  the  noble  Ix>rd  the  If  ember  for 
Sduth  Pad  dington  on  the  Bnbjt«ct — the 
remedy  for  the  grievance  appeared  of  a 
very  simi*le  nature.  They  should  abolish 
leasehold  tenure^or  at  least  put  it  in 
the  |>ower  of  every  person  holding  under 
leasehold  to  convert  that  t€»nnre,  upon 
iust  and  e(|uitable  terms,  into  a  free- 
hold. It  was  not  by  tinkering  at  the 
ancient  liaod  Iaws  of  the  country  that 
they  could  hope  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  time.  It  was  by  r<*forms  of 
a  sw<*epiog  nature,  which  could  only 
take  place  if  those  who  entered  Uf^on 
the  work  were  prepared  to  ait,  not  only 
in  a  thorough  manner,  but  in  accord- 
anre  with  the  print  i|il<*s  of  justice. 
Tbenfore,  if  they  were  to  pass  a  law  on 
this  subjtct  which  should  enable  men  to 
i;«*t  rid  of  thatr  households  and  bec<mie 
freeholders  on  terms  of  proper  compen- 
sation, he  would  Welcome  such  a  men* 
aure ;  but  thia  Bill  propoeed  nothing  of 
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the  sort.  It  only  applied  the  principle 
of  the  Irish  Land  Act  of  1870  to  house 
tenure.  But  the  principles  of  that  Act 
were  only  applicable  to,  and  were  de- 
signed for,  agriculture  tenure— a  class  of 
holding  entirely  different  from  the  lease- 
hold tenure  of  towns.  He  therefore  ob- 
jected to  the  Billy  not  because  hon.  Qen- 
tlemen  opposite  had  not  made  out  their 
case,  but  because  the  remedy  they  pro- 
posed was  not  a  thorough  and  sufRcient 
remedy.  Let  them  adopt  leasehold  en- 
franchisement as  a  substitute  for  what 
was  here  proposed,  or  let  them  refer  the 
whole  question  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  if  the  Prime  Minister  was  prepared 
to  make  the  scope  of  the  Committee  wide 
enough  to  embrace  the  whole  question 
of  leasehold  enfranchisement,  then  he 
would  cordially  and  cheerfully  support 
it.  If  not,  his  only  alternative,  holding, 
as  he  did,  that  the  proposition  of  the 
Bill  was  unsound  and  legally  untenable, 
was  to  vote  against  it. 

Mb.  CRILLY  desired  to  say  with  re- 
ference to  the  sympathetic  statement  of 
the  Prime  Minister  that  he  admitted  the 
propriety  of  the  two  reservations  he  had 
put  before  them — namely,  first,  that  the 
pressure  of  work  placed  upon  Q-overn- 
ment  at  the  present  time  prevented  them 
from  giving  attention  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Committee;  and,  secondly,  that  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  should  be  included  in 
the  inquiry  of  the  Committee.  Their 
only  reason  for  objecting  to  it  was  the 
fear  that  the  Committee  would  not  got 
to  work  quickly  enough.  They  believed, 
however,  that  the  Committee  would 
soon  get  to  work,  seeing  that  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Galway 
had  on  the  Order  Book  a  Motion  refer- 
ring to  this  subject  on  Tuesday  next, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  appoint  the  Committee. 
He  therefore  desired,  by  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  to  withdraw  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

COPYHOLD  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL. 

(Mr.  Charlet  Jamet,  Mr.  Qregory,  Mr.  Stafford 

Soicardf  Mr.  Ferguson,  Mr.  Mellor.) 

[bill  26.]      SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mr.  G.  H.  JAMES,  in  rising  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  timsi 
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said,  that  it  was  substantially  the  same 
as  the  measure  which  passed  through  the 
House  last  Session,  and  which  shared 
the  unfortunate  fate  of  other  Bills  which 
failed  to  survive  the  defeat  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  movement  in  favour  of 
the  enfranchisement  of  copyholds  had  a 
long  history.  In  1837  an  exceedingly 
strong  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  reported  as  follows  : — 

*'  Your  Committeo  are  satisfied  that  this 
tenure  is  ill-adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  present 
day,  and  is  a  blot  on  the  juridical  system  of  the 
countrj*.  They  consider  that  the  peculiariti  es  of 
copyholds,  which  have  their  root  in  the  viUenage 
of  the  feudal  system,  are  highly  inconvenient 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  lords  and  of  the 
general  interests  of  the  State.  Your  Committee 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  abolition  of 
this  tenure  would  not  only  be  of  great  public 
benefit,  but  should  be  made,  if  possible,  a  na- 
tional object.  No  plan  which  merely  gives  the 
parties  an  option  to  enfranchise  will  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  and  we  are  desirous  to 
see  a  plan  introduced  which  shall  eventually 
be  compulsory  on  both  the  lords  and  the  copy- 
holders." 

In  1851  another  Committee  sat  and 
decided — 

'*  That  copyhold  and  customary  tenures  are 
frequently  a  bar  to  the  application  of  skill  and 
capital,  an  impediment  to  the  improvement  of 
the  land,  and  injurious  to  the  public  interests, 
and  that  it  is  highly  desirable,  in  the  interests 
of  the  lord,  the  tenant,  and  the  public,  that  the 
entire  enfmnchisement  of  those  tenures  should 
bo  cfi^ected  as  soon  as  possible  on  equitable 
terms." 

Among  the  reasons  for  the  abolition  of 
copyhold  tenure  was  the  peculiarity  of 
the  modes  in  which  the  land  descended. 
In  some  manors  the  custom  of  gavel- 
kind prevailed,  the  land  descending  to 
all  children  in  equal  shares ;  in  others 
it  went  to  the  youngest  child  by  the 
custom  of  borough-Euglish ;  and  in 
others  the  ordinary  rules  of  devolution 
wore  followed.  It  was  absurd  that  pro- 
vision should  havo  to  be  made  in  deeds 
and  settlements  for  such  widely-divergent 
peculiarities.  Under  the  existing  law 
the  rights  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  with 
respect  to  timber  and  mines  were  very 
peculiar.  The  right  of  property  was  in 
the  lord,  but  the  possession  with  the 
tenant,  the  result  being  that  neither  lord 
nor  tenant  could  touch  either  timber  or 
mines  without  the  consent  of  the  other. 
The  result  was  that  throughout  the 
country  copyhold  land  had  little  or  no 
timber  upon  it.  The  complications  in  the 
conveyance  of  copyholds  were  great  and 
vexatious.    Many  of  the  form^ties  ob- 
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served  were  means  of  g^eat  oppression 
not  useful  to  lords  of  the  manor,  but  to 
their  stewards  and  such  like  officials, 
who  exacted  heavy  fees  from  tenants  for 
nominal  or  useless  services.  One  of  the 
proposals  of  the  Bill  related  to  the 
heriots  connected  with  copyholds.  Under 
the  heriot  system  the  lord  of  the  manor 
was  entitled  to  take  possession  of  the 
best  chattel  on  his  tenant's  land,  and 
cases  had  been  known  of  valuable  race- 
horses being  seized  in  pursuance  of  this 
right.  The  anomaly  would  be  removed 
by  this  Bill  as  far  as  timber  was  con- 
cerned ;  but,  like  previous  measures  on 
the  subject  of  copyhold  tenure,  the  Bill 
coatained  no  provisions  with  regard  to 
mines,  on  account  of  the  enormous  value 
of  that  kind  of  property.  The  Bill 
would  also  simplify  the  mode  and  lesson 
the  cost  of  conveyances,  and  it  would 

fet  rid  of  chief  rents  and  heriots. 
'ormer  Copyhold  Bills  had  not  fixed  a 
time  when  the  initiative  must  be  taken 
by  somebody ;  but  the  present  measure 
provided  that  at  the  next  admittance 
the  lord  must  give  a  notice  to  the  tenant 
to  enfranchise  that  particular  copyhold. 
Another  provision  was  that  the  Land 
Commissioners  should  frame  a  Schedule 
of  ordinary  payments  for  ordinary  cases 
of  enfranchisements,  and,  consequently, 
tenants  need  in  future  experience  no 
terror  on  the  ground  of  expense.  With 
regard  to  the  stewards,  they  were  not 
harshly  dealt  with,  as  the  Bill  would 
give  to  them  what  the  Committee  con- 
ceived to  bo  fair  compensation.  The 
hon.  Member  eoncludod  by  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {^Mr.  C.  IT.  James,) 

Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON  said,  he  con- 
curred in  the  desirability  of  getting  rid 
of  copyhold  tenure  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  doubted  whether  the  Bill  of  his  hon. 
Friend. would  effect  tiiat  object.  The 
proposal  that  power  should  be  given  to 
the  Land  Commissioners  to  fix  the  scale 
of  compensation  with  reference  to  en- 
franchisement was  unprecedented  and 
exceedingly  dangerous.  In  his  opinion, 
the  Bill  was  an  elaborate  and  somewhat 
complicated  alteration  of  the  existing 
law ;  and,  so  far  from  effecting  com- 
pulsory enfranchisement,  in  many  cases 
of  an  irritating  nature  connected  with 


copyhold  tenure  it  would  have  no  effect 
whatever.  There  were  many  provi- 
sions in  the  Bill  which  were  compara- 
tively unnecessary,  and  in  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  he  was  of  opinion 
that  if  the  Bill  were  to  be  read  a  second 
time  it  would  have  to  be  considerably 
amended  in  Committee ;  and  one  thing 
he  would  urge  was,  that  the  House 
should  lay  down  a  scale  of  compensation 
itself,  and  not  refer  it  to  the  Land  Com- 
missioners. As  to  Clause  7,  he  objected 
to  it  as  altogether  opposed  to  the  pro- 
fessed object  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  QEEQORY,  in  supporting  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  remarked  that 
Clause  7  was  undoubtedly  a  blot  in  the 
measure  which  would  require  to  be  dealt 
with  at  a  later  stage  before  it  could  be 
made  workable. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Broadhurst)  said,  it  might 
be  convenient  to  state  at  once  that  the 
Government  agreed  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill ;  but  in  making  that 
statement  it  must  be  understood  that 
they  did  not  bind  themselves  not  to  pro- 
pose some  Amendments  at  a  later  stage. 
He  hoped,  if  the  second  reading  was 
obtained,  that  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
C.  H.  James)  would  6x  the  Commit- 
tee stage  at  a  date  sufficiently  far  in 
the  Session  to  g^ve  hon.  Members  and 
the  Government  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering all  the  provisions  and  details  of 
the  measure.  With  regard  to  the  criti- 
cisms of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  T.  H. 
Bolton),  he  thought  it  would  be  found 
that  the  fixing  of  a  scale  of  compensa- 
tion by  the  Land  Commissioners  was 
only  to  be  done  under  certain  circum- 
stances, and  that  there  were  other  modes 
and  ways  of  fixing  compensation.  He 
was  somewhat  surprised  to  find  Clause  7 
in  the  Bill,  and  he  could  not  imagine 
how  it  came  to  be  inserted,  because  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  calculated  to 
defeat  the  main  object  of  the  measure. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  now  consent 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  said, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
House  should  have  some  time  to  con- 
sider the  details  of  the  Bill,  because  the 
measure  was  a  somewhat  complicated 
one.  He  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  North  Sussex  (Mr. 
Gregory)  that  Clause  7  was  a  blot  on  the 
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Bill.  As  to  heriots,  he  would  relate  the 
case  of  a  copyholder  who  reared  a  par- 
ticular breed  of  horses.  He  knew  that 
certain  lords  of  the  manor  under  whom 
he  held  copyholds  were  particularly 
anxious  to  become  possessors  of  some 
of  these  animals.  Ue,  therefore,  in- 
structed his  land  steward  to  spread 
abroad  the  statement  that  he  had  died. 
The  lords  of  the  manor  immediately  sent 
down  to  his  property  to  mark  the  parti- 
cular horses  which  they  wished  to  claim. 
The  owner,  becoming  aware  of  this  fact, 
and  not  being  dead  as  was  supposed, 
sold  eveiy  one  of  the  horses  which  had 
been  so  carefully  marked  by  the  lords  of 
the  manor,  who  were  very  much  sur- 
prised at  the  state  of  things  which  was 
eventually  revealed  when  he  really 
died.  He  believed  the  House  would 
be  able  to  frame  a  measure  out  of  this 
Bill  which  would,  on  the  whole,  be  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  bet  HELL  said,  he  agreed  in 
thinking  that  the  main  objection  to  this 
Bill  was  to  be  found  in  Clause  7.  While 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  had  been  ad- 
mitted for  many  years,  he  thought  it 
advisable  to  point  out  that  while  they 
were  again  asserting  the  principle  of 
single  ownership  in  land,  as  opposed  to 
double  ownership,  the  House  must  re- 
member that  of  late  it  had  been  sug- 
gested throughout  the  country  that  the 
principle  of  double  ownership  should  be 
introduced  as  against  single  ownership. 
Another  objection  he  had  to  the  measure 
was  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  un- 
fair to  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  pre- 
sent law  provided  for  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  copyholds,  but  gave  the  power 
of  enfranchisement  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor  as  well  as  to  the  tenant.  The 
present  Bill  proposed  to  confine  that 
power  to  the  tenant.  This  he  thought 
most  unfair. 

Mr.  WAEMINGTON,  in  supporting 
the  Bill,  said,  he  hoped  in  Committee  to 
suggest  Amendments  which  would  sim- 
plify the  procedure  and  diminish  the 
costs  in  the  enfranchisement  of  small 
estates.  It  would  be  well  if  a  Schedule 
were  added  to  the  Bill  setting  forth  the 
maximum  scale  of  costs  for  estates  of 
different  value. 

Motion  M^ood  U. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  tommiitU 
for  MotuUf  23nd  March. 

Sir  WM$r  B.  B^riUloi 


METROPOLITAN    BOARD    OF    WORKS 
(WATER  SUPPLY,  &c.)  BILL.— [Bill  S4.] 

(^V  Jams9  U*Qatd'Eogg^  Mr.  Bryct,  Sir  Otorgt 
Ra$9tll,  CohHil  Bugh4t.) 

SECOND  BEA.DIKO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Sib  JAMES  M'GAREL-HOQG,  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  it  had  passed  its 
second  reading  last  Session  with  the 
support  of  the  Government,  though 
defeated  ultimately  by  the  difBiculties 
which  private  Members*  Bills  had  to  en- 
counter. The  Bill  was  merely  intended 
to  enable  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  to  appear  before  the  Parlia* 
mentary  Committees  and  oppose,  if  they 
thought  fit,  in  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers' Bills  promoted  by  the  Water 
Companies  giving  power  to  enforce 
vexatious  regulations  or  to  raise  exces- 
sive capital.  The  Auditor  had  disallowed 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  for  so  acting  on 
a  previous  occasion,  on  the  ground  that 
this  was  beyond  their  powers,  and 
therefore  it  was  that  this  Bill  was  now 
introduced. 

Colonel  MAKINS  said,  the  Bill  was 
quite  unnecessary,  for  no  Committee  in 
the  present  state  of  public  opinion  would 
grant  a  Water  Company  excessive  powers 
of  any  kind.  It  was,  therefore,  quite 
unnecessary  for  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  to  waste  the  ratepayers*  money 
in  appearing  before  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittees in  such  cases.  The  House  should 
be  careful  how  it  gave  a  Body  which 
was  not  directly,  but  only  indirectly, 
representative  of  the  ratepayers,  the 
power  of  spending  money  unneoeesarily ; 
and  Heaven  knew  that  the  rates  were 
heavy  enough  already.  He  thought 
that,  if  anything,  the  fpower  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  in  regard 
to  expenditure  ought  to  be  curbed  rather 
than  enlarged,  unless  a  strong  case  of 
necessity  could  be  made  out,  and  no 
necessity  had  been  proved.  There  were 
plenty  of  hon.  Members  of  that  House 
representing  the  Metropolis  who  would 
jealously  guard  against  anything  being 
done  to  the  detriment  of  the  ratepayers. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  assent  to  the  second  reading 
of  the  BilL 
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Ur.  CiX)PE,  in  ri»inff  to  move  that 
the  lull  ho  read  a  MH^md  time  that  claj 
MX  moothft,  Mill,  that  Rill  waa  to  hia 
mind  a  mo«t  mi9<ht(*vou«  meanur** 
h nought  in  toc*>iiiiidiTat<*Iy  by  the  Me- 
tri|M>)itan  lioard  of  Workis  who  were 
rrry  apt  to  give  tho  Motn>{H>IiH  a  great 
doal  of  unnrooAfiArj  trouble.  Tho  nu*a- 
■uro  would  give  that  Ik>ard  the  pow(*rof 
taxing  tho  rat«»pajor»  U5(4os<ily,  an  thoy 
hnd  (hmo  bofon\  and  of  ta&iog  tht^m 
hoavitr.  On  a  former  (HM^atiion  that 
Board  h  id  takt^u  u|Mm  itM«lf  without 
du<*  lo^fil  poworto  put  the  Metro|>olis  to 
an  exponM*  of  £17,0(M),  and  thon  they 
came  to  that  House  with  a  Bill  of  In- 
demnity to  relioTe  them  from  that  to 
which  they  wore  |M*n4inalIy  liablo.  If 
in  future  they  were  to  have  a  Munici- 
iMitity  for  the  whole  Metrop«>lii«,  it  would 
w  unwift4«  to  intruht  powers  tif  that  kind 
t  >  a  l)<M]y  such  an  tho  Metropolitan 
B<>ard  of  Works ;  and,  under  the  whole 
rirru instances  of  the  caM^,  he  thought 
the  Dill  wn9  one  which  tho  House  ought 
not  to  pase.  He  b^^gged,  therefore,  to 
more  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  prop4ift«H),  to  leave  out  the 
wuril  **  now,"  ana  at  the  end  of  tho 
Uuostion  to  add  the  words  **  upon  this 
day  six  months.*' —  X/r.  Co^fi.^ 

Qu««etion  propo««  d.  '•  That  the  word 
*  DOW  '  stand  part  of  the  Question/* 

Mil  F.  \V.  MACLEAN  said,  that  tho 
Hill  aptH  ai<d  to  be  unrwiund  in  p«»int  of 
priQ<i|I*«  aiid  dangerous  in  point  of  pre* 
ci-df^nt.  It  A  objt'ct  was  really  to  nmiove 
a  restriction  nln4ed  on  the  U«*tropolitan 
I}<»ard  of  \Norks  by  previous  Acts  of 
Parliam<nit,  and  if  possoti  it  would  result 
ia  in«*rea*4Hl  rati's  and  al»<i  in  incn*ase<l 
c<Mt  ti>  the  Water  i^ompanics  without 
aay  corresp<>bding  benetit  to  the  public 
at  largo.  It  was,  he  hoped,  more  than 
probable  that  in  time  tb<*y  would  have 
«<nef>mpreh<*nMvo  Body  dialing  for  the 
Metn'i^ui*  with  all  th«*«o  ()ue«tions.  and 
this  nas,  |M  rha|  M,  tho  la»t  elfoit  made 
by  a  Body  to  siuio  fxti'nt  moribund  in 
tho  ho|ie  by  g«*tting  th«*<«o  powers  of 
boing  in  a  poaiti^n  wIi^q  thi«  question 
aros<*  tti  say — *•  Wo  are  now  in  p«>«M'«. 
sion  of  |^>w<r»  that  are  Vi  ry  important, 
and  tL«  V  <»u^ht  not  to  b^  taken  away 
from  us.  *  Moreover,  if  th^y  sanctioned 
the  Bill  at  the  instance  of  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works,  there  could  be 
no  lair  refusal  given  to  all  the  Ix>cal 
Bodies  of  IVovincial  tovat  ahould  they 


I  come  to  Parliam«>nt  asking  for  similar 
powers.  He,  therefore,  seconded  tho 
Amendment. 

TiiK  rXDER  PECRETARY  or 
STATE  loH  THR  HOME  DEPART. 
MKNT  'Mr  BRoiMiru!^r;  said,  it  might 
facilitate  Businens  if  he  stated  at  once 
that  the  (tovemment  were  unable  to 
agree  to  the  second  rending  of  the  Bill. 
Hon.  Members  who  had  examin(*d  the 
Bill  would  be  somewhat  astounded  at 
the  enormous  powers  which  the  Metro* 
p«>litan  Board  of  Works  sought  from  the 
H<»u«<»,  There  was,  in  fact,  really  no 
limit  to  the  expenditure  thoy  might  incur 
if  tho  Bill  became  law.  Having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  the  Itovemment  would 
vrry  shortly  be  considering  tho  pro- 
posals for  a  ropres4*ntative  system  of 
govomment  [for  the  whole  of  the  Metro- 
|xdis,  thoy  were  of  opinion  that  they 
wouhl  not  be  consulting  the  interests  of 
the  ratepayers  by  agreeing  to  the  pro- 
posal brought  forward  that  afternoon. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Govern* 
ment  would  be  compelled  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mh.  E.  rider  cook  said,  that 
though  ho  was  in  favour  of  a  rt*form  of 
liondon  (tovernmont,  he  did  not  think 
that,  on  tho  ohanoo  of  that  reform,  these 
very  ncre9«ary  and  beneBiial  powers 
should  be  denied  to  the  Metro|K>litan 
lioard  of  Works.  He  was  a  member  of 
tho  Board,  and  could  say  that  in  the 
pn^t  the  Board  hail  op(i«>^ed  several 
Water  Billfi,  to  the  great  advantage  of 
the  rate|»ayers.  But  they  wanted  to 
l>e  able  to  do  this  with  perfect  legality. 
These  iK>wers  of  raising  new  capital 
which  the  Conipani(*s  were  constantly 
obtaining  would  immensi^ly  enhance  tlie 
sum  to  be  paid  to  the  Tompaniva  when- 
ev4*r  they  came  to  bo  }K>ught  out. 

Sir  R.  AS.^HETON  CROSS  did  not 
think  that  the  reason  given  by  the  Go- 
vernment  for  opposing  this  Bill  was  a 
very  g«>od  one.  When  they  were  in 
Otfico  previously,  they  had  under  their 
consideration  a  scheme  for  the  better 
govomment  of  London ;  but  that  had 
r«*^ulted  in  nothing  to  the  advantage  of 
tho  Metropolis.     He  saw  no  reason  at 

fit*  M'nt  to  sup|Hise  that  any  future  de- 
iberations  would  bo  productive  of  better 
results  ;  and  the  reform  of  Ixmdon  Go- 
vernment still  set-med  some  distance  off. 
Meanwhile,  the  Water  Companies  were 
largely  increasing  their  capital,  \inisa 
in  Office  some  years  ago,  he  ^Sir  B. 
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Assheton  Cross)  endeavoured  to  bring 
forward  a  plan  for  buying  out  the  Water 
Companies.  The  necessary  calculations 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith, 
a  gentleman  who  had  possessed  the  con- 
fidence of  several  Governments.  Mr. 
Smith  threw  his  whole  heart  into  the 
matter,  and  produced  a  scheme  and  a 
basis  of  valuation  which  appeared  to  be 
most  accurate  and  fair.  Subsequently 
a  Committee  sat  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  severely 
attacked  on  the  ground  that  his  esti- 
mate  was  excessive.  The  plan  was  re- 
jected.  Several  years  had  since  elapsed, 
and  a  Beturn  recently  made  showed 
that,  taking  all  the  Water  Companies 
together,  if  they  had  been  purchased  on 
Mr.  Smith's  estimate  the  profits  to  the 
purchaser  would  have  amounted  to 
£99,000.  He  thought  it  necessary  to  make 
ttiis  statement  in  justice  to  Mr.  Smith. 
It  was  true  that  with  regard  to  one  Com- 
pany the  amount  offered  was  greatly  in  ex- 
cess ;  but  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Smith 
were  that  he  should  buy  the  whole  of 
Companies*  works  or  none ;  and  there- 
fore, at  the  last  moment,  Mr.  Smith  was 
compelled  to  give  one  Company  a  larger 
sum  than  they  were  entitled  to.  Mr. 
Smith,  as  the  result  showed,  was  amply 
justified  in  what  he  had  proposed.  The 
Water  Companies  would,  he  undertook 
to  say,  be  never  again  purchased  at  so 
low  a  rate,  and  the  public  had  lost  an 
opportunity  which  they  never  would 
have  again.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  William  Harcourt),  in  refusing  to 
purchase,  made  a  very  great  mistake, 
which,  no  doubt,  he  must  have  ever 
since  regretted.  They  were  told  that 
the  Companies  would  be  bought  up  when 
London  had  a  reformed  government. 
But  he  supposed  the  question  of  Ireland 
would  take  precedence;  and  in  the 
meantime  the  water  consumers  of  the 
Metropolis  were  suffering. 

Mk.  MITCHELL  HENRY  said,  he 
thought  the  reasons  given  by  the  Under 
Secretary  (Mr.  Broad  hurst)  for  oppos- 
ing the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  were 
very  inadequate.  The  Under  Secretary 
told  the  House  that  the  Bill  ought  not 
to  be  carried  to  a  second  reading  be- 
cause at  some  time  or  other  we  should 
have  a  better  government  of  the  Metro- 
polis. For  his  own  part,  he  thought 
that  the  public  ought  to  make  use  of 
any  protection  which  they  possessed; 
and  they  had  no  other  protector  but  the 
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Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  which  in 
the  past  had,  as  far  as  possible,  defended 
the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  against 
the  Water  Companies.  He  could  not 
forget  that  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Sir  William  Harcourt),  who 
was  Home  Secretary  at  the  time,  op- 
posed with  the  greatest  bitterness,  and, 
unfortunately,  with  effect,  one  of  the  best 
Bills  every  introduced  into  the  House ; 
and  he  thought  that  no  greater  mis- 
fortune had  happened  to  the  Metropolis 
than  the  failure  of  that  Bill.  Since  that 
time  nothing  had  been  done  in  the 
matter,  nor  was  anything  likely  to  be 
done  for  some  years. 

It  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
Six  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood  ad- 
journed till  To-wiorrow, 

MOTION. 


MABBIBD  WOXEK  (MAnrrEHAKOE    IH  CASE 
OF  DESEBTION)  BILU 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Pulley,  Bill  to  smend  the 
Law  relating  to  the  Maintenance  of  Married 
Women  who  ahaU  have  been  deserted  by  their 
husbands,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Pulley,  31r.  Thomas  Blake,  Mr.  Winterbotham, 
and  Mr.  Warmington. 

Bill/»r<M9i^^,andr6adthaflnt  time.  [Bill  111.] 

PATICENT  OF  HEKBBBS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Spensley,  Bill  to  re- 
store the  ancient  constitutional  practice  of 
Payment  of  Members  out  of  local  rates,  erdertd 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Spensley,  Mr.  Labou- 
chere,  Mr.  Lawson.  Mr.  Boyd  Sinnear,  and 
Mr.  Conybeare. 

BLUi^rMfMfr^, and  read  the  firrt  time.  [BiU  112.] 

LAHD    TAX    COXMISSIOIIEBS'   HAMXS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Leveson  Oower,  Bill 
to  appoint  additional  CommiMioners  for  exe« 
cuting  the  Acts  for  granting  a  Land  Tax  and 
other  Hates  and  Taxes,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
br  Mr.  Leveson  Gower  and  Mr.  Uenxy  H. 
Fowler. 

BiUjrr«»«iM,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BillllS.] 

SCHOOL  FEES  OF    H0K-PATJPEE8  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  UewcUyn,  Bill  to 
amend  the  proTtsions  of  the  Education  Act, 
1876,  so  as  to  enable  parents  of  children  being 
Kon*PauperB  to  obtain  payment  of  School  Fees 
without  having  to  applv  *to  the  guardians  or 
their  officers,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Llewellyn,  Sir  Bichard  Faigsi»  and  Mr.  Hob- 
house. 

Bill^fWMNl«(  tad  read  tiM  flxBt  time.  [Bill  1 U.] 
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nCOMl  TkX  AnifnflnTEATIOH  AM  BSD- 
MBSrr   BTLL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  HabUnl,  BiU  to 
n»end  tli«  Admintvtrmtion  of  tho  Xmw  of  Id- 
rt«m«>  Tai,  ^rtlfnd  to  ho  brouffht  in  br  Mr. 
llabbitfO,  Sir  dMrlet  Furttcr,  Mr.  Lmih«m, 
ana  Mr.  Whitlnv. 
It.U^f  #«rNl#i/  and  rt»d  the  first  tim(«.  [Dill  1 M] 

MBACItAXmflE  MARKS  ACT  (1862) 
AMEXI»IKXT   BItX. 

On  Moti.m  of  Mr  A«hmr.aa.|WUrtt,  Itill 
to  amrnd  "Th**  Mrrch*ntli«<»  Mirk«  Art 
l*^*i,**  in  tMrr  to  apply  a  m«>r»»  t»n)mpt  an«l 
cffi^toal  mrtbfid  of  di*^unK  with  inmnici*in«*nt« 
of  TracU  Marks  an4  faUo  mArkinc:  of  rikmU 
irmamllr,  ordtrtd  to  be  brought  in  bv  Mr. 
AfthnaaJ-Bartltti,  Mr.  JcMrnh  (oweni  Mr. 
htuart- Wot  tiny,  Mr.  Baden- rowcU,  and  Vis- 
«ottnt  Cranb«>mo. 
BtU  prtmmiM,  and  rend  tlM  fint  Umo.  [  Bill  U  «,] 

llooao  adjonrnrd  at  U*n  minuto« 
before  Six  o'cl<>ck. 


HOUSE     OP    LORDS, 
ThmriJay^  25th  Ftbruary,  1866. 


8«»T9nU  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

ArUtrati<Mi*     17  :    JosticAS*    Juri»lirtion* 
\^i,  I  AW  of  K^ii!«D<>«  Amandment*  \V^,\ 

r. . 

NEW  PECIL 

Sir  Henry  Allsopp,  BAronet,  haviiifc 
erafttcd  Bwon  Hindlip  of  HinUlip 
to  the  ooanty  of  Worcester  and  of 
Alsop-eii-le-I>sle  in  the  county  of  Drrby 
— Was  (in  the  osttni  nunnerj  intro- 
dneed* 

FRESHWATRB  FIHHRRIR8  :KKtJB)BILL. 

rUL'fd  Tlm0\u'.) 
[no.  15.)      8£<OXD   EKAliIXO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
It^eding  n^d. 

L^iin  THrni>t>W,  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  timo, 
said,  that  its  obj«H*t  was  merely  to  re- 
move doubts  which  had  anM*n  in  the 
Courts  of  Law  as  to  the  exact  ioterprc- 
tatioo  to  be  placed  on  the  wording  of 
the  Preehwater  Fisherise  BUI.  It  had 
been  held  in  the  Oonila  of  Law  that 


{FaBatTAET  25,  1S86)  PnUie  OJftM.  1170 

this  Bill  included  eels,  though  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  that 
J  Act  that  th<*y  should  be  inrludocl.  Th  > 
I  proTinions  of  that  Art  wore  inappllcablo 
,  to  this  fish.  It  vFtm  a  mattor  largoly 
'  affecting  tho  quoAtion  of  f(>'>d  supply, 
I  not  only  in  London,  but  in  ManohoHtor, 
Birmin^hnm,  L* «'  Ik,  and  Liveq*  »il, 
where  large  f|uantitio9  of  eels  w<»r«'  <<»n- 
sumed.  At  present  there  wa<  a  vory 
large  impirtntion  of  e^^U  from  Ireland, 
Scotland,  and  other  placoi  where  tho 
Act  of  1 878  wan  not  intended  to  apply. 
Beyond  that,  difRcultios  had  also  arisen 
in  other  parts  of  England  in  ascertain- 
ing whore  tho  eels  S'«nt  for  sale  hnil 
actually  been  caught,  and  these  diffi- 
culties had  been  made  the  subioct  of 
legal  pri>ceedings.  Ho  was  informe^l 
that  in  London  alone  then*  were  hun- 
dretls  of  shops  in  the  East  End  wh«*ro  a 
▼ery  large  trade  was  done  in  this  claM 
of  fish,  and  the  liTelihoi>d  of  those 
persons  would  be  jeopanliz^  if  the  Art 
of  1878  remained  in  th(«  uncertain  state 
in  which  it  at  present  st^Mx). 

Mor^l  <*That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  2*** 
^Tkf  lord  Thurhfff.) 

Motion  §^r44d  to :  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  0ommUUi  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  re-M«rrsir. 

THE  NEW  n:BLU^  OFFICES. 

Iy>Rn  STR.\TIIEI)Ky  and  CAMP- 
BELL:  My  Lo^l^  it  will  tako  but  a 
few  minutes  to  explain  and  justify  the 
Notice  I  haro  giren,  as  the  subject  has 
been  made  familiar  on  rarious  cHxastons 
to  your  Ii(»rdtthips.  The  immediate,  or, 
at  least,  the  urgent  fact  is,  that  the 
demolition  of  Spring  Gardens  has  l>egun, 
and  that  on  Monday  a  deputation  ts 
about  to  approach  Her  Majv(ity*s  (Go- 
vernment from  the  In«titute  of  Anhi- 
te<ts  and  ]»oint  out  tho  course  whtdi 
ought  to  be  ad«'pt(Hl.  That  dt*pututl  *n 
may,  of  coume,  convint  «•  the  OoTemm«  ut, 
as  many  p««rsons  are  convintiHl  alr«»ady, 
that  it  is  better  for  the  TuMic  Offices 
Site  Act  to  continue  in  al>eyance,  as  it 
did,  to  his  laating  (n*<lit,  the  whole  timo 
that  the  noble  lIar()U(»^4  who  now  leads 
tho  Opposititm  prrsidid  in  the  Councils 
of  Her  Majesty.  The  arguments  against 
the  Public  ()fBct*s  Site  A(t  are  too  well- 
known  to  be  enumerattHl.  Howerer,  the 
most  conclusare  did  not  come  into  exist* 
eaoe  until   the  Act  was  carried,  and 


1171 


The  New 


{L0BD8} 


PMic  Office*. 


1172 


therefore  could  not  weigh  with  Parlia- 
ment against  it.     It  is  the  revelation  of 
last  August,  under  the  late  Government, 
that  10  years  would  be  consumed  in  the 
work  to  be  executed;  that  during  all 
that  time  the  Parade  and  Horse  Guards 
would  be  disfigured ;  that  during  all  that 
time  a  portion  of  Carlton  House  Terrace 
would  be  insupportable  to  residents,  and 
useless  in  the  market ;  that  during  all 
that  time,  in  any  year,  the  work  might  be 
arrested  by  the  taste  or  the  economy  of 
Parliament,  and  thus  remain  a  fragmen- 
tary  monument  both  of  extravagance 
and  penury.     If  the  House  permits  me, 
I  will  explain  at  once  how  the  demoli- 
tion of  Spring  Gardens,    which    your 
Lordships  are  intreated  to  arrest  until 
the  Ist  of  March,  bears  upon  the  case 
and  tends  to  carry  with  it  the  remainder 
of  the  project.     The  whole  defence  of 
the  Public  Offices  Site  Act  rested  on 
whatlhaye  already  mentioned — namely, 
the  inadequate  accommodation  of  the 
War  Office.    That  accommodation  ought 
at  once  to  be  extended.    It  can  be  at 
onoe  extended  by  a  plan  I  mentioned 
here,  and  have  since  urg^d  on  the  late 
Goyemment.  There  is  in  Spring  Gardens 
an  unofficial  residence — ^it  belonged  to 
the  late  Sir  William  Qomm — of  such 
dimensions  that  the  Oommander-in-Chief 
and  Adjutant  General  with  their  respec- 
tive Staffs  might  easily  be  placed  in  it. 
It  is  well  situated  between  rail  Mall  and 
the  Horse  Guards;    it    has  abundant 
space  for  archives ;  it  is  available  for  the 
purposes  of  Government.    The  object  of 
the  Public  Offices  Site  Act  might  thus 
be  rapidly  attained,  not  at  the  end,  but 
at  the  beginning  of  a  decade.     But  if 
the  demolition    now    commenced  goes 
forward,  in  a  few  days  that  residence 
may  vanish  altogether.     Further  steps 
will  then  be  indispensable  to  give  the 
War  Office  a  refuge.    It  is  true  that 
even  then  it  will  hare  nothing  to  look 
forward  to  until  10  years  have  passed; 
and  if  that  interval  does  not  exhaust  the 
life  or  patience  of  its  inmates,  the  pros- 
pect of  relief  may  be  withdrawn  in  any 
of  the  Sessions — not  always  smooth,  per- 
haps—which have  to  be  encountered.  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  charge  the  actual  Go- 
Ternment  with  any  blind  intention  to 
precipitate  the  measure  against  a  view  so 
evidently  reasonable.    It  never  had  a 
strennous  advocate  within  their  circle 
beyond  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  whose  inabi- 
lity  to  find  a  seat  in  any  part  of  the 

Lord  Str^htdm  and  Camphett 


United  Kingdom  sufficiently  expresses 
the  opinion  of  the  country  with  regard 
to  it.    What  I  am  led  to  think  the 
Gt>vernment    will    dwell  upon    is    the 
necessity,  at  any  price,  in  anv  manner,  of 
giving  labour  to  the  unemployed,  whoso 
wants  endanger  the  Metropolis.    But  it 
should  be  remembered  that  a  scheme  of 
this  kind  would  do  little  for  the  East  of 
London,  where  the  greatest  scarcity  pre- 
vails.    Public  Offices  require  skilled  and 
special  labour,  which  is  not  abundant  in 
that  region.    To  relieve  distress  within 
it    much    better    schemes    might    be 
imagined.    A  tunnel  between  Kother- 
hithe  and  Shad  well  has  been  often  can- 
vassed,  and  the  embankment    of   the 
Thames  on  the  Southern  side  has  yet  to 
be  aooomplished.    In  any  case,  it  is  not 
desirable  to  paralyze  and  to  forestall  the 
deputation,  which  must  throw  light  on 
the  course  it  is  expedient  to  adopt.     It 
may  possibly  be  said  that  the  materials 
are  sold  to  a  contractor,  who  is  entitled 
to  remove  them.    They  ought  not  to 
have  been  sold  to  a  contractor,  when  the 
whole  project  has  so  little  in  its  favour, 
and  when  the  electors — so  far  as  we  C!in 
judge — have  so  decidedly  condemned  it. 
But,  even  in  that  case,  to  deal  with  the 
contractor  on  the  basis  of  an  amicable 
settlement,  might  not  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  Ministerial  abilitv.     The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  would  not  be  un- 
equal to  the  problem.     It  might  exercise 
the  virgin  mind — virgin  on  finance— of 
the  new  Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I 
have  but  one  more  remark  by  which,  if 
possible,   to  urge  your  Lordships  into 
iuterference  against  the  demolition  of 
Spring  Gardens  before  the  arohitecta  are 
listened  to.    Althongh,  technically,  the 
Public  Offices  Site  Bill  went  into  the 
Statute  Book,    it  really  neyer  had  the 
sanction  of  your  Lordships.    No  division 
happened.     I  am  responsible    myself, 
and  have  before  now  explained  the  cir- 
cumstances.    But,    while  by    accident, 
there   was    not    a    decision,    in    every 
debate    opinion,  argument,    authority, 
were  growing  on  the  side  unfavourable 
to  the  measure.     It  would  well  become 
the  Uouso,  so  far  as  they  are  able,  to 
rectify  a  judc^ement  inadvertently  pro- 
nounced,   and  which  the  actual  House 
of  Commons  has  not  in  any  way  sub- 
scribed to. 

Moved  to  reoolve — 

'*ThAt  in  ths  opinion  of  this  House  iiofarth«r 
steps  either  of  demolitioa  or  ooostroctioa  ought 
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to  b«  Uken  uinlrr  the  PuUie  Offir<«  AlU  Act 
iM^or*  Her  MAir«ty*s  <*(irmiin<*nl  have  hcArd 
t>»«  J<  |HiUUf)B  irtMn  lh<»  Inttitttto  of  Archit«cU, 
amoffvtl  to  take  |>U(«  oo  lh«  1st  uf  March 
Mat.**-  .  rA#  £«rrf  SirmtkOtm  md  Cmmp^lL) 

liOKD  I^MINGTOX  said,  b*  wa«  not 
aware  that  the  work  of  demolition  had 
rommcmced  until  ho  aaw  this  Motion. 
Ho  had  giv^D  Notice  that  he  would 
more  a  Rt^dution  on  the  6th  of  March 
that  nothmi^  should  be  done  until  after 
a  diecutaidU  on  the  subject.  He  should 
be  compelled  to  alter  his  Resolution  ac- 
rordinglj. 

TnK  FIRST   WMMI8SI0NER   or 
WORKS  ^The  Earl  of  Moel£t)  said, 
the  noble  Lord  JiOrd  8lratheden  and 
<*am|d>ell      had  been  a  consisteut,  he 
might  almost  sa  j  a  persistent,  opponent  of 
the  new  i^ite  for  Public  Offices,  and  the 
uoble  Li>rd  had    submitted   a  modoet 
proposal  in  regard  to  it — that  no  step4 
either    of   demolition    or    C'natruction 
ought  to  be  taken  before  Mondaj  fiext. 
He  need  not  t^dl  the  House  that  there 
was  no  great  ehance  of  anything  b<*ing 
done  in  the  way  of  construction  before 
Monday  next.     Rut  as  to  demolition,  in 
c<mse<|uenre  of  meaftures  already  taken, 
an    Act    of     Parliament     passed     and 
money  roted  by  thi*  House  of  Commons, 
the  materials  of  the  hou44s  in  Spring 
Oardens  had  actually  been  sold,  and  the 
<  »n tractor*  were  already  removing  ma* 
t««rials  of  hi-us4*s  which  no  longer  be- 
longed  to  the  tti>vemment.     Therefore, 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  arrei^t 
the  Drt>greea  of  the  demolitions  until 
Moaoay  nest     He  thought  the  House 
would  be  satisfied  with  that  explanation 
at  present     The  noble  Lord  opposite 
liord  Lamington)  had  just  told    the 
House  that  he  was  about  to  raise  a  de- 
bate on  the  whole  question  in  the  course 
of  next  week.     At  that  time  he  would 
be  happy  to  give  any  information  in 
his  power,  and  the  Oovemment  wottld 
thon  hare  heard  «hat  the  Institute  of 
Architt-cta  had  to  say  on  the  subject. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  proba- 
bility of  an  alteratitm  of  the  site  which 
had  been  alresdr  fixed  on. 

I>ikt.  STRATH EDKN  a5p  CAMP- 
BEIJ^  in  n-ply,  said,  that  he  would  not 
diride  the  House  taaless  he  had  an  inti- 
mation that  noble  Lords  upon  the  other 
skle  were  ready  to  adopt  tae  Motion,  aa 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Lamington,  who 
sat  among  them  had  been  prompt  in  ita 
support.    The  noble  Lord  who  spoko  Cor 


Her  Majesty's  Oo?emmont  had  urK«4 
nothing  but  the  argument  contract,  to 
which  he  vl»rd  Stratheden  and  ramp- 
bell,  had  replied  alnmdy.  Ho  would 
further  remind  the  Government  that  to 
indemnify  contractors  they  had  by  the 
Vote  of  lai^t  year  £lO,000'in  their  pos- 
S4»sMon  which  might  have  no  other  use, 
as  it  was  far  from  certain  that  a  furth(>r 
Vote  would  bo  conceded  to  them.  If, 
however,  the  O^overnment  persisted  in 
demolishing  Spring  Oardens,  ho  c<iuld 
only  offer  a   respectful    but  emphatic 

Srote^t   against  the    course    they  had 
ecided  on. 

Motion  ;by  leave  of  the  House)  with* 
dr^wn. 

METROPOLIS— HUKDAT   MBETIN(}S  IX 
TUE  SQUARES  AND  PARKS. 

QUXmON.       OBSCBTATIONa. 

Lottu  LAMINOTOX,  in  rining  U  aak 
Her    Majesty's  Government,    Whether 
they  intend  to  di*clare  illegal  all  publio 
meetings  and  proc«»s^ionA  in  the  squares 
and  the  parks  on  Sundays,  as  they  inter* 
fere  with  the  comfort  of  all  classes,  and 
may  lead  to  disturbance  ?  said,  with  re- 
spect to  the  very  di^gramful  riots  which 
arose  out  of  the  meeting  in  Trafalgar 
Square,  he  thought  the  polico  and  Sir 
Edmund    Henderson    had     been    very 
hardly  treat(*d  indetnl.     On  other  <  era- 
aions  of  monster  meetings  in  Trafalgar 
Square  he  believed  that  the  mob  went 
away  by  different  stre<'ta,  and  no  riot  or 
breaking  of  windowa  had  before  oo« 
corred  in  connection  with  thoae  meetings. 
On  this  occasion  they  went  away,  aa  they 
had  done  so  many  times  previously,  by 
different  thoroughfares,  so  that  when  the 
riot  occurred  both  the  police  and  Mr. 
Childexs  were  (equally  taken  by  surprise, 
as  they  did  not  anticipate  any  disturb- 
ance.    He  should  like  to  know  how  it 
was  poe«ible  for  either  the  police  or  any- 
one else  to  fellow  crowds  of  p^2P'^  ^^** 
persing  in  diffen^nt  directions.    The  real 
cause  of  all  that  which  subs4H}u<  ntly 
followed  on  the  Monday  when  the  riota 
took  place  was  in   allowing  such  im- 
mense gatherings  to  take  placi*.     It  waa 
said  that  there  were  iO,()00,  SO.OOO,  or 
oven  aa  many  aa  50,  (KO  peraons  aseem- 
bled  at  the  late  meeting.     Waa  there 
anv  city  in  Europe  in  which  a  similar 
thing  would    be  |M«rmittedF      la  the 
French  capital  did  they  think  100  men 
woold  bo  aUowod  to  aaasmble  in  a  public 
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square  ?  In  Berlin  or  Vienna  did  they 
suppose  that  40,000  or  50,000  would  be 
permitted  to  assemble  to  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  Metropolis  ?  The  whole 
thing  was  a  disgrace  to  any  English  Go- 
vernment— ^he  did  not  care  to  which  side 
of  politics  it  belonged — that  such  pro- 
ceedings should  be  tolerated.  That  the 
whole  of  Pall  Mall,  St.  James's  Street, 
and  Piccadilly  should  bo  blocked  by  an 
assembly  of.  peope  like  that  was  perfectly 
monstrous.  Moreover,  by  what  rule  were 
lorries  allowed  into  the  parts  of  the  Park 
were  carriages  were  not  permitted  ?  And 
Mr.  Hyndman  and  his  followers  were 
allowed  to  build  up  platforms  and  to 
make  these  abominable  speeches.  It 
was  time  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  state  of 
things.  It  was  disgraceful  that  a  man 
like  Hyndman — ^he  was  said  to  be  a  gen- 
tleman, but  nobody  would  believe  it — 
should  be  allowed  to  do  as  he  had  done. 
Mr.  Quelch,  who  moved  the  first  resolu- 
tion, said — ^^They  must  seize  all  land, 
machinery,  and  capital  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community."     Mr.  Burns  said — 

"  The  seedg  of  a  bloody  revolation  were  ger- 
minating. The  Trafalgar  Saoare  meeting  had 
affected  Vienna  and  Paris,  lor  when  London 
moyed  the  world  moved.*' 

Mr.  Hyndman  said — 

"  People  like  the  Duke  of  Devonahire  (Cries  of 
*  Shoot  him !  *)— well,  if  they  did  there  would  be 
another  to-morrow.  (Cries  of  '  Shoot  him  too  !  *) 
The  upper  classes  robbed  the  working  men  to 
debauch  their  daughters  and  sisters.  Tney  were 
the  lazy,  loafing,  and  criminal  classes.  They 
wanted  a  social  revolution.  They  would  bring 
it  about  peaceably  if  they  could  ;  it  rested  with 
the  upper  classes  whether  it  should  be  peaceable 
or  not.  London  was  the  centre  where  all  the 
great  vampires  of  the  commercial  world  were 
gathered  together." 

Another  said — 

*'  The  money  now  subscribed  at  the  Mansion 
House  had  been  stolen  from  the  working 
classes." 

He  asked  whether  on  a  Sunday  after- 
noon such  a  scene  should  be  permitted  ? 
That  on  Sunday  evening  the  streets 
should  be  made  impassable  for  respecta- 
ble people,  who  were  afraid  to  leave 
their  houses,  was  intolerable.  Ho  did  not 
know  what  the  law  might  be  upon  this 
subject ;  but  if  it  was  not  strong  enough 
it  ought  to  be  strengthened.  Large 
sums  had  been  voted  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  Parks,  and  it  was 
really  monstrous  that  tliey  should  allow 
them  to  be  occupied  in  the  way  they  had 
beeUi  to  the  exclusion  of  people  who  de- 

Lard 


sired  to  frequent  them  for  enjoyment. 
He  had  limited  his  Motion  to  restricting^ 
the  right  of  meetings  on  Sundays,  be- 
cause that  was  a  day  when  all  desired 
rest  from  their  weekly  toil.  They  had 
done  themselves  an  immense  amount  of 
harm  by  the  occurrence  in  question,  by 
the  credence  which  it  seemed  to  have 
given  to  the  idea  that  their  various  in- 
stitutions were  in  a  state  of  decay,  and 
from  the  idea,  also,  which  was  prevalent, 
that  the  Government  had  neither  the 
strength,  the  will,  nor  the  authority  to  put 
down  meetings  of  this  kind.  He  felt 
that  unless  the  matter  was  taken  in  band 
the  end  would  be  a  social  and  terrible 
revolution. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  said,  he  re- 
gretted that  in  the  Beport  of  the  Com- 
mittee over  which  Mr.  Child ers  presided, 
and  in  the  Memorandum  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  since  published 
with  regard  to  his  future  intentions  as 
to  this  great  question,  no  reference  was 
made  to  the  special  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Lamington)  who  had  just  sat  down. 
He  (Viscount  Midleton)  ventured  to 
think  that  this  part  of  the  question  went 
to  the  very  root  of  the  matter.  It  was 
a  question  whether  such  meetings,  e^po- 
cially  when  they  were  held  on  a  Sunday, 
were  any  longer  safe  or  desirable  in  the 
Metropolis.  The  Military  Authorities, 
he  believed,  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that,  considering  the  enormous  increase 
of  the  population  of  the  Metropolis,  it 
was  a  question  of  very  great  doubt  whe- 
ther any  more  military  displays  should 
take  place  in  the  heart  of  London — not 
because  of  any  danger  which  the  mili- 
tary were  likely  to  produce,  but  because 
of  the  danger  that  might  arise  from  the 
large  crowds  collected  together  on  such 
occasions.  Surely,  if  that  was  the  case, 
gatherings  of  the  kind  which  recently 
took  place  had  become  completely  out 
of  date.  He  had  hopod  that,  considering 
the  many  representations  that  had  be<»n 
made  to  the  Home  Office,  Mr.  Childers 
would  have  seen  the  gravity  of  the 
question,  and  would  have  taken  some 
steps  to  inquire  as  to  what  means  couM 
be  adopted  to  prevent  the  peril  to  which 
the  Metropolis  was  constantly  exposed 
by  the  recurrence  of  these  demonstra- 
tions. The  result  of  the  inquiry  had 
been  the  retirement  of  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson; but  what  struck  him  was  the 
extreme  ingratitude  of  the  Home  Offioe 
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in  thic  matter.  The  penultiiiuita  Prade- 
c<»ftM>r  of  th«  proneDt  Homo  Scoretary 
(•>«t  £1,500  a-v«*«r  for  i)>>lic<*  protection. 
If  a  tam  of  that  kind  nad  bet^n  spent, 
li««  thought  the  pn*Aont  Home  Socrotary 
.Mr.  Child^Ts)  might  hare  bohared  a 
little  mon»  gtmi«r«>UBlj  to  those  to  whom 
his  IVedtHx^Mor  owed  his  existence.  His 
own  opioion  was  tliat  the  public  S'^rricos 
of  Sir  Ijdmund  llondt^rson  in  theproser* 
vAtion  (»f  law  and  onliT  had  be«*n  con- 
siderably more  than  had  boon  rendered 
l»jfivo  Mr.  rhildonu^  in  the  past.  There 
a  as  no  reasin  whatever  why  this  ques- 
tion should  not  at  lt«a.it  be  inTCHtigatod. 
^^ir  liiihanl  Mayno,  ho  knew,  folt  a 
great  ditllculty  in  controlling  lar^^o  bodies 
of  nion  whon  thoy  had  bo<*n  brought  to- 
g**th«*r  in  a  Iimit<Ki  space  ;  and  it  should 
l>  •  n*m''rub«rtHl  that  that  ofHcer  had  to 
d'  al  with  a  fv>pulation  very  little  more 
tl.an  half  of  the  population  undor  th** 
charge  of  th**  Chiof  0)iumiH<«ionor  at 
tho  pre««*at  timo.  Hvcry  joar  made  the 
diiHcuIty  gn'oter*  beiuuse  with  an  in- 
cr«*aso  of  Imputation  mutt  come  alM)  an 
ii.t  n-a««M>f  the  criniiual  cluA^t'^;  and  thoy 
aU>  found  that  a  largo  portion  of  the 
criminal  c>»uimuuity  att<*nded  dfinon- 
str4tion«  for  tho  purp«>.4o  of  carrying 
out  tho  obj'v  i%  for  which  thoy  exiatcMl  — 
|lu'.  l<r  an>l  di  •>tru(  tton.  An  inquiry 
•urh  an  ho  sUr?^**^t«d  would  not  cii^t  the 
sIi«;iito*t  slur  u|Hin  th**  working  cIuh^i-h, 
a«  no  <iu»  UtT  a  moment  would  supp  »m.< 
tl.at  thf*jr  had  an^tliiag  to  do  aitli  tho 
r  4fbt  outra»:o«.  T.*<f  timo  h.i<l  como 
wht*n  thi>>  should  mako  up  thiir  mindi 
wh'tLor  it  wa«  pn>titable  or  saf*«  that 
tht  se  gathoring^  should  l>o  p4»rmitt«*  I  to 
t.iko  pla4  0  cxi^ept  under  rory  nt ring*  lit 
regul  it.un4  as  to  c<>ntr(d  and  as  to  th** 
t.-;tnle  r4  attending  th«  m.  If  it  i*hould 
b-  fi>uad  iuii>4>««iblo  t4>  plai<»  rt  ittrit  tions 
tith«>r  u|Miu  tho  uuiuIht^  uttenditig  the 
m*-*'liiig«i  or  ujon  thi*  m.inuer  in  w)ii<h 

the  me*  tltig^  Weio  heM,  thoU  th**y  '  •U'tt 
c-'me  to  tho  t4iiulu««on  that  ftueh  domon- 
•tratioiM  ought  to  be  prdiibittsl  alto- 
gcthar.  No  one  was  more  unwilling 
than  he  was  to  say  or  do  an jr  thing  U> 
ehock  the  full  oxpn*s«ii»n  of  public  <»pi- 
fiioo  ;  but  at  tho  pro«4«itt  timo  every  cla^ 
of  Her  Majoatj's  subj<-  ts  had  fariliti«>s 
fir  expreMing  thi'ir  views  in  a  logiti- 
matM  mannor  Qt>i>n  any  subjoct  which 
did  not  oxi*t  in  form«*r  timos.  He 
d>>ubtad  wh'ther  thrro  was  a  singlo  dis* 
tfici  in  London  in  which  tharo  was  no 
buildiag  capabU  of  being  tuad  for  large  j 


pablic  meetings.  That  boi'ng  io,  ha  did 
not  understand  why  a  small  and  com« 
paratively  insignificant  class  should  be 
allowed  to  monopolize  open  places  of 
public  resort  which  were  intendiKi  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Motro- 
polis  generally.  Ho  hold  that  a  dofinita 
conduMon  ought  to  be  come  to  upon  the 
quoMtion  of  open-air  meetings,  so  that  in 
future  Oovemmonta  might  not  bo  loft 
without  guidance. 

I»RD  STANLEY  OF  ALDERLEY 
said,  that  the  Govomment  ought  to 
accede  to  the  viows  of  the  noble  lionl 
,'L>rd  I/amtngton),  who  had  brought  the 
subject  forward  on  tho  ground  that  thoso 
viows  were  prompto<l  by  a  dc^sire  to  eift^ct 
tho  happiness  or  tho  greatest  num)>er, 
a  rule  which  they  were  inclino<l  to  follow, 
s«)metimos  even  at  tho  expense  of  prin* 
ciplo.  The  number  of  those  who  t<M>k  part 
in  tho  lat»«  riots  was  voiy  small,  not  more 
than  2.000.  Tho  (Government  had  ox- 
idained  tho  numerous  elocutions  in 
Uurmah  by  tho  no<M»fisity  of  supprt^ssing 
dac'iity  and  of  protecting  the  mnocent 
villagers,  and  were  thoy  not  e^jually 
bound  to  protect  shopkeepers  in  I>ondon 
and  innooont  villagers  in  Ireland  from 
the  violonco  of  tho  illdii>|M)s«Ml  ? 

I»tti)  AnKUDAKK  Kiid.  that  ho  was 
unablo  to  agree  with  tho  noblu  Vi^t^mni 
in  his  remarks  as  t  >  prohibitin;^  publio 
nHM-titig-*.  It  was  quite  i1i«ar  thit  fn»m 
time  to  timo  the  |N>li(e  organixititin  r«** 
quirt^l  l<»okitig  into,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  the  profx^r  proportion  of 
uiVu  ers  and  men,  and  that  armngeuu'nts 
might  b't  mado  to  si-t  uro  the  etfit  ii*nry  of 
tho  force.  This  was  a  proper  matter  for 
con<»iderationby  a(\mimitt<oof  Iiiquirj; 
but  tho  subj<-*t  which  wa«  d<  alt  aith  in 
tills  He-^dution  was  m  >ro  a  matter  for 
leginUtion,  and  it  was  iiupo^Mbb^  to  dony 
that  tho  <uiiiio  arguments  which  Wero 
umI  to  prdiibit  Sunday  mf^^tings  were 
04|ual  J  app!i<abIo  to  up'^'tingi  hi*ld  on 
any  oth<*r  day.  The  <rt)vernm>'i)t  of 
which  he  was  a  Momb-*r  ondeavoun*^!  to 
mitigato  the  inconvenience  by  limiting 
tho  space  in  Hydo  Park  on  which  tho«a 
miH*tiugs  c«»uld  U*  held.  It  should  ba 
obs4*rTf»«i  that  lo-s  inc^mvenion*^  was 
eausfni  bjr  meotings  on  Sundays  than 
would  arise  on  other  days.  If  ooormi'us 
pniro^sions  aoro  to  march  thrtmgh  the 
prini  ipol  tlioroughfaros  of  the  towns  oa 
woek  days,  with  the  obj«<  t  ot  influencing 
the  higher  elaoses  of  society,  all  trailio 
would  bo  iuapoded.     He  doubtod  who* 
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ther  it  would  be  possible  to  probibit 
public  meetings  in  Hyde  Park.  The 
processions  were  generally  arranged  with 
a  due  regard  to  order,  and  the  leaders  of 
such  demonstrations,  as  a  rule,  informed 
the  Commissioners  of  Police  of  the  in- 
tended line  of  march,  and  asked  that 
adequate  measures  might  be  taken  to  in- 
sure order.  Steps  of  this  kind  had  been 
taken  by  the  people  who  called  the 
meeting  in  Trafalgar  Square  on  the  8th 
instant.  Although  he  was  of  opinion 
that  meetings  in  the  Park  and  other  larg^ 
open  spaces  could  not  be  prevented,  he 
thought  that  attention  might  well  be 
turned  to  the  question  whether  demon- 
strations should  be  permitted  in  Trafal- 
gar Square,  were  meetings  were  fre- 
quently held,  to  the  great  incouTenience 
of  the  public,  with  the  special  object  of 
overawing  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 
If  meetings  were  held,  he  agreed  that 
steps  should  be  taken  to  minimize  the 
puolic  danger  and  inconvenience  as  much 
aspossible. 

VisoouNT  OEANBBOOK  said,  he  held 
that  the  public  had  a  right  to  be  pro- 
tected against  such  dangers  as  were  in- 
curred through  the  agglomeration  of 
immense  masses  of  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  places  like  Trafalgar  Square, 
where  shops  were  open,  and  people  were 
employed  in  their  ordinary  d!aily  avoca- 
tions, and  vrhere  there  was  a  congestion 
of  traffic.  It  was  remarkable  that  the 
direction  in  which  the  flow  of  people  set 
after  meetings  in  Trafalgar  Square  was 

fenerally  that  of  Whitehall.  Colonel 
'earson  had  stated  before  Mr.  Childers's 
Committee  that  the  flow  of  the  crowd 
from  such  meetings  was  very  largely 
down  Whitehall,  and  that  he  had  often 
been  obliged  to  block  Whitehall  with 
police  in  order  to  prevent  the  crowd  from 
surging  down  that  thoroughfare.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  the  Public 
Offices  and  Houses  of  Parliament  were 
in  this  direction,  and  ought  not  to  be  thus 
exposed.  Anyone  who  happened  to  be  in 
Hyde  Park  on  Sunday  last  could  see  that 
respectable  people  were  driven  out  of  the 
Park,  that  at  every  10  yards  peaceable 
citizens  were  confronted  by  policemen, 
and  that  the  place  had  all  the  appear- 
ance of  being  in  state  of  seige.  Was  it 
decent  that  a  state  of  things  should  exist 
which  rendered  it  necessary  that  soldiers 
should  be  confined  to  barracks  on  the 
Sunday,  and  that  every  policeman  not 
on  duty  should  remain  at  home  or  at  the 
headquarters  of  his  distrioty  in  order  to 
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be  ready  to  protect  harmless  people 
ag^nst  others  who  chose  to  resort  to  the 
Park  for  purposes  of  no  public  utility  ? 
The  Legislature  had  decided  that  nomi- 
nations at  elections  should  no  longer 
take  place  in  the  open  air  in  consequence 
of  the  disturbances  that  used  to  accom- 
pany the  proceedings,  and  it  would  be 
well  to  consider  whether  the  precedent 
might  not  be  applied  to  the  occasions  to 
which  the  debate  referred.  Such  g^at 
masses  of  people  as  assembled  in  these 
cases  could  not  hear  what  the  orator  said, 
and  there  was  always  turmoil  and  noise 
which  were  opposed  to  reasonable  dis- 
cussion. In  Trafalgar  Square  on  the 
8th  instant,  the  respectable  working  men 
who  met  to  ventilate  their  grievances 
were  opposed  by  a  mob  of  a  totally  dif- 
ferent cnaracter,  and  a  collision  was 
expected.  The  danger  that  he  feared 
was  not  revolution;  but  that  one  day 
in  the  Park  or  Square  two  masses  of 
men  of  opposite  views  would  come 
into  conflict,  and  that  a  bloody  mas- 
sacre might  ensue.  What  would  be 
said  if  anywhere  out  of  London  such 
demonstrations  were  organized  in  one 
town  and  were  extended  to  another  town 
by  processions  passing  from  one  to  the 
other  ?  Yet  the  people  taking  part  in 
the  demonstrations  in  Hyde  Park  did  not 
belong  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Parks,  but  they  came  from  distant  parts 
of  London,  and  their  object  was  to 
strike  terror  into  the  people  who  lived 
or  occupied  property  about  the  Parks.  In 
consequence  of  the  terror  produced  bj 
what  happened  in  London  on  the  Monday 
night,  on  the  Taesday  10  miles  of  shops 
were  shut  up,  and  all  business  was 
brought  to  a  standstill.  It  was  im- 
possible with  the  best  police  arrange- 
ments to  prevent  disturbances  and  panic 
unless  you  could  so  dispose  of  ana  use 
your  police  as  to  prevent  rioters  prooeed- 
ing  collectively  in  certain  directions  in 
wbich  they  would  be  disposed  to  commit 
injuries.  Itwasquitepoesible  to  deal  with 
this  matter  without  interfering  with  the 
right  of  public  meetings ;  nobody  wished 
to  do  that.  There  were  plenty  of  places 
where  people  could  hold  meetings  if 
they  desired  to  do  so,  and  where  ad- 
dresses could  be  delivered  with  the 
prospect  of  the  speaker  being  listened  to 
and  heard.  There  were  such  places  that 
were  not  surrounded  by  dense  popula- 
tions, and  where  danger  would  not 
attend  the  holding  of  an  out-door  meet- 
ing.   If  we  allowed  persons  &om  all 
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parU  of  London  to  anamble  in  Traftdgar 
rV|aaT«  uid  in  the  Parks,  and  Ihia  was 
mpmallT  truo  in  referraeo  to  Bundtj, 
we  fthoofd  irritate  the  ^Itce  to  the  last 
d4»frr(s«,  and  if  a  coUiaton  did  occur  it 
would  he  impoMihlo  that  the  police 
should  not  remember  how  thoy  ha<i 
Kf»en  harmaied  br  the»o  ffatherings.  WV 
»hou1d  alto  alienate  the  soldier*,  on 
whom,  in  the  laet  reeort,  we  mnut  re1j» 
by  nhutting  them  in  their  barracka  and 
df*pririDg  them  of  ncTcsearj  recreation, 
which  was  as  eetontial  to  thorn  aa  to  anj 
othor  part  of  the  communttj. 

Loan  TnrRI>  AV  aaid,  that  the  noble 
I>ord  who  had  aaked  the  Question  would 
appreciate  the  importance  of  it  aa  much 
a«  anyone,  and  would  especially  appro- 
ctatt*  the  difficulty  of  entenn[r  upon  many 
c^^ntiderationa  that  affected  it  at  the  pre- 
M-nt  time.  In  theee  circumwtancea,  he 
tru«t<*-l  their  Iiord*htpa  would  excuse 
him  if  h««  replird  aa  concisely  aa  he 
C"uld  to  the  <*2art  terms  of  the  Question. 
He  had.  therefore,  to  »tate»  on  the  part 
of  tho  Home  Offlre.  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  Her  Maj«*«ty*s  (^oremment, 
at  the  present  momont,  to  declare  illegal 
all  public  meetings  and  all  processions 
in  tn4*  Squares  and  Parks  on  Sundays. 
It  might  not,  however,  be  inappropriate 
if  ho  reminded  their  liordshipa  that 
steps  were  about  to  be  taken  with  a 
▼iew,  if  poesihlo,  to  improre  the  hitherto 
eiifttiog  arrangi>m«'nts  which  governed 
theso  proce«Hiing<i :  but  pending  the  con* 
template  inquiry,  and  the  decision  at 
which  the  Home  <  office  might  arriro,  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  wi«4>  on  the  part  of 
th#>  public,  and  «*Ton,  perhaps,  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  refrain  fr^m  further  difkusiiisn. 

I»aD  LAUINOrON  said,  that,  in 
consM|ueni>e  of  the  unsatisfactory  reply 
which  had  been  giren  on  behalf  of  the 
^toremment,  he  should  certainly,  in  due 
time,  bring  the  question  tM»fore  their 
I>»rdships  again,  and  tnke  thoir  opinion 
upon  it. 

IRCLAXIWTHE  N.ITIoNaL  LKAOrK-- 

UM'AL  rorirrs.— QrKsnoK. 

Tnc  EUaL  or  Ulf  KHICK  said,  in  the 
nnaroidable  absence  of  Ixird  Castletown, 
who  had  be^^n  obli^^ed  to  leave  for  In^ 
land  ]a*t  night,  he  had  to  ask  the  Que^ 
t:(in  whiih  ntttod  on  the  Paper  in  the 
nsme  of  the  noble  lx>rd.  The  Question  | 
wss  aa  follows : —  j 

**TuMk  th«  l/vr4  rrr«IJ«fit  of  the  (*»ui>dl, 
Whsthcr  be  will,  la  eadtUoo  U>  the  iafotwstioii  i 


he  has  sifTMd  to  pnewit  n«psctia|r  *«  Boycot* 
tioK  sa4  elhsr  evtrsirfs,**  iH^s  sneh  iofonaa- 
tioo  as  may  bs  in  the  pocsMsii-ii  of  the  (^orcni. 
meet  officUla  in  Ir«>Uiid,  or  can  he  obtataed  by 
th*m  with  iffrxf  net*  to  caw*  of  tfisU  of  fanarrs 
•nd  ckth^n  by  NAttonsI  l^««ro^  U»cm\  coaris, 
and  th*  infliction  of  flnos  and  M«t«ar««bT  thote 
tri banal* ;  and,  also  aay  cases  of  appeafs  frum 
thceo  coarts  ti>  the  Sapcn^ir  NatiutuU  I^^Mipie 
(Niori  in  Dublin  ItiC  cootiniiation  or  rrviaioo  f  ** 

The  nobU  Earl  said,  that  the  Question 
had  reference  to  a  state  of  things  which 
preraiUHi  at  thejpresent  moment  in  Ire- 
land of  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous 
character,  and  which  it  waa  necessary 
some  steps  ahould  be  taken  to  deal  with, 
if  any  semblance  of  law  and  order  waa 
to  obtain  in  that  country.  From  the 
information  at  hia  disposal,  and  at  the 
dis|»osal  of  hia  noble  Friend  who  waa  to 
have  aaked  the  Question,  it  appeared 
that  National  League  Courts  not  only 
existed  and  flourished  in  Ireland,  but 
that  the  decrees  and  deciniona  of  theso 
Courts  were  obeyed  and  onforoed,  while 
the  decisions  of  Her  Majesty's  Courts 
were  not  enforced  at  all.  He  (the  Earl 
of  Limeriok)  would  not  trouble  the 
House  at  any  great  length  with  any 
quotations  to  prove  the  existence  of 
these  Courts,  nor  waa  it  necessary  that 
he  should  do  so.  The  Irish  newspapers 
were  full  of  instances  of  inquiries  held 
by  branches  of  the  I^eaguo ;  and  it  was 
not  at  all  necessary  for  him  to  go  into 
them  at  any  length.  He  would  only 
take  one  or  two  cases ;  and  he  would 
ask  that  the  (tovernment  ahould,  at  least, 
actively  inquire  aa  to  the  extent  to  which 
theee  Courta  existed  and  the  nature  of 
the  operations,  and  put  an  efftoctive  stop 
to  the  further  spread  of  acts  of  illegality. 
In  one  caa4»  he  found  that,  on  November 
19th,  1HH6,  a  mcH'ting  was  held  in  a 
Koman  Catliolio  chap«4,  and  the  state- 
ment  of  the  parish  Driest  was  heard 
against  a  man  stated  to  be  a  Und- 
grabber.  The  result  was  that  a  flne  of 
X'60  was  imftoeed.  In  the  town  of  I>rum- 
coUagher  the  action  of  a  tailor  in  sup- 
plying a  suit  of  clothes  to  a  man  who 
was  at  enmity  with  the  League,  was 
brought  forward  ;  but  as  the  tailor  had 
died  no  further  action  waa  taken.  In 
another  case  he  found  rvport«<d  in  the 
jiapers — no  names  were  given— that  a 
man  who  had  taken  a  farm  was  sum< 
moned  to  the  League  Court  and  ordered 
to  pay  £600  to  the  former  tenant  or  sur- 
render the  farm.  If  stich  cases  as  thc«se 
were  true,  it  went  to  show  that  there 
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were  Oourta  in  Ireland  hearing  cases 
and  enforciog  fines  and  penalties.  How 
was  this  done  f  It  was  done  by  an  ex- 
treme and  monstrous  system  of  **  Boy- 
cotting," accompanied  in  many  cases  by 
dreadful  consequences  to  the  victims  of  the 
system.  This  system  was  not  confined 
to  rich  or  poor  in  particular — ^more  fre- 
quently, indeed,  it  was  the  poor  who 
suffered  from  it.  He  asked  the  Ques- 
tion with  great  confidence  in  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (Earl  Spencer),  for  he 
could  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  fact 
that  when  he  was  Lord  Lieutenant  he 
took  the  strongest  means  to  put  down 
all  these  illegalities.  It  was  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  he  (the  Earl  of  Lime- 
rick)sai(i  that  there  was  no  Member  of 
the  House  who  would  bear  more  willing 
evidence  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
noble  Earl  had  discharged  his  duties  as 
Viceroy  with  impartiality,  firmness,  and 
fkimess.  He  (the  Earl  of  Limerick)  then 
quoted  from  the  charge  of  a  County 
Court  Judge  in  Ireland,  who  said  that 
he  did  not  think  that  any  honest  man 
oould  say  that  the  country  was  in  a  state 
of  tranquillity,  or  that  obedience  to  the 
law  was  observed.  On  the  contrary, 
the  law  and  government  of  the  country 
were  never  held  in  greater  contempt  than 
at  present.  The  Government  was  super- 
seded by  a  much  more  powerful  Govern- 
ment ;  and  if  that  wore  so,  it  was  impos- 
sible that  he  could  compliment  them, 
however  much  he  would  wish  to  do  so, 
on  the  state  of  order  which  prevailed. 

The  Earl  of  EGMONT  said,  that  one 
of  the  cases  mentioned  had  occurred  on 
his  property.  A  tenant  took  a  farm  in 
1881 ;  he  spent  a  good  deal  of  money 
upon  it,  and  improved  it ;  and  in  1885 
the  League  ordered  him  to  pay  £600  to 
the  former  tenant,  who  had  been  evicted. 
He  understood  that  the  present  holder 
had  already  paid  £500. 

Tub  lord  PEESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Earl  Spexcer)  said :  I  do 
not  propose  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  subject  which  the  noble  Earl  has 
introduced.  I  readily  admit  the  very 
grave  condition  of  affairs  to  which  allu- 
sion has  been  made,  and  which  shows 
that  a  very  unfortunate  state  of  things 
has  existed  during  the  last  seven  months 
in  Ireland.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
fact  that  these  Land  Courts  are  held, 
and  tliat  they  exercise  these  functions^ 
if,  as  I  believe,  it  is  trae  that  they  do^ 
shows  a  very  unfortuate  state  of  things^ 
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and  a  state  of  things  which  must  be 
remedied.  I  do  not  propose  now  to 
state — ^I  have  told  your  Lordships  be- 
fore that  I  am  unable  to  state—the 
policy  by  which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  to  meet  the  question  of 
social  order  in  Ireland,  and  the  other 
matters  which  are  committed  to  them. 
I  cannot  go  into  that.  With  regard  to 
the  Notice  on  the  Paper,  I  regret  that 
it  is  not  possible  for  the  Government 
— though  they  are  anxious  to  furnish 
as  much  information  to  the  House  and 
the  public  on  this  subject  as  they  can 
— to  give  any  Betum  of  this  character 
that  would  be  satisfactory,  or  which  it 
would  conduce  to  the  public  interest  to 
give.  These  Land  Courts,  as  they  are 
called,  are  held  in  private  houses,  and 
sometimes,  I  believe,  as  the  noble  Earl 
mentioned,  thoy  are  held  in  Boman 
Catholic  chapels ;  but,  being  held  in  pri- 
vate, we  have  no  means  of  getting  any 
information  about  them  excepting  re- 
ports which  were  brought  to  the  Go- 
vernment in  a  confidential  manner. 
Those  reports  could  not  be  presented 
to  Parliament.  There  are  obvious  and 
numerous  reasons  why  they  could  not 
be  made  public.  It  is,  therefore,  quite 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
grant  these  Eetums,  although  they 
would  be  exceedingly  glad  if  they  oould 
to  furnish  any  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  other  night,  when  the  noble 
Viscount  opposite  (Viscount  Cranbrook) 
asked  for  a  Betum,  I  stated  that  the 
Government  would  most  willingly  give 
it,  and  that  Betum  is  being  prepared 
as  quickly  as  possible.  That  Return 
relates  to  **  Boycotting"  and  intimida- 
tion; but  it  does  not  touch  these  par- 
ticular cases  of  the  Land  Courts,  as  to 
which,  for  the  reasons  I  have  indicated^ 
it  would  bo  impossible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  produce  satisfactory  information. 
Lord  ASHB0I7BNE  said,  that  though 
the  noble  Earl  had  stated  that  he  could 
not,  without  detriment  to  the  public 
interest,  supply  a  technical  Betum  as  to 
these  Courts  asked  for  by  his  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Limerick),  he  (Lord 
Ashbourne)  did  think  that  it  would  have 
been  possible  for  the  noble  Earl  (Earl 
Spencer),  without  detriment  to  the  publio 
interest,  to  have  said  something  more 
than  he  did  in  the  observations  ho  had 
made.  What  was  the  state  of  facts 
which  was  practically  and  almost  in 
tems  admitted  now  not  only  lo  have 
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axialtd  doring  tho  Usl  mwmk  montht ;  |  thai  th^j  would  Uke  tuoh  rMoloU  at^p* 
but  h«  would  go  furthor,  and  mj  during  u»  might  be  in  thoir  powor  to  noto  what 
many  more  monthn  of  tho  nobl<«  l*larra  wont  on  in  Ireland,  and  to  nrocuro  tuch 
owu  tanuro  of  ()tfic«>  as  Viceroy,  and  ovidonoe  at  nii)(ht  bo  in  tiuMr  powt»r; 
which  existed  now  in  gn^ater  intnofiity  .  and  that  when  they  had  prtM  itred  that 
thaa  at  any  former  time — what  wss  the  oviJenoe  no  oxortionw4»uld  bo  wanting  to 
slate  of  facts  admittedly  in  i»xistenc<»?  put  dovn  a  state  of  fscts  which  was  as 
That  there  were  Courts  held  under  the  perilous  as  it  wa$  d  t  no  red  i  table  to  the 
■ancttoo  of  the  National  I^eague,  with  a  Empire.  ['Earl  Sporcaa  ass4*nted.  ]  A 
procedure  of  their  own  and  an  appellate  g««ture  oould  not  ho  reported ;  but  he 
system  of  their  own,  administorod  und«fr  thought  he  was  doing  nothing  dts- 
tho  sanrti'jnof  the  lioague.  adminiMtorml  r«'Hpcctful  to  their  Lordiihijis  when  ho 
with  the  sanctions  of  terror  and  intimi-  trannlated  the  n«>ds  and  gontures  of  the 
dation.  The  purpose  of  such  Courts  was  noble  Earl  vEarl  Spenrt^r'  as  meaning 
t<»superBede,dQgrade,and  bring  into  con- 1  that  they— the  present  Goremment — 
tempt  the  administration  of  the  Queen's  |  would  anxiously  watch  the  procoss  and 
law.  That  was  the  state  of  fact^  now  procedure  by  which  these  Courts  now 
admitted  by  the  rt'snonsilile  llini%ter  of  |  s«>ught  to  bring  the  Queen's  law  into 
the  Crown  to  be  the  existing  state  of .  contempt,  and  that  whenever  they  could 


affairs  in  Irelsnd,  and  to  have  been 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Ireland  for 
the  last  seren  months.  The  late  Qo- 
Temment  were  nuite  aware  of  the  great 
diflleulty  which  the  noble  Earl  had  stated 
of  obtaining  evidence  in  regard  to  what 


procure  evidence— and  no  efforts  would 
DO  wanting  on  their  |>art  to  procure 
evidence— that  no  axertions  would  be 
wanting  to  bring  to  punishment  and 
trial  those  who  in  those  C\>urts  brought 
into  disrepute  the  whole  administration 


took  place  at  those  meetings;  and  that  of  the  (Government  in  Ireland.  He 
might  have  been  one  of  the  very  ptwcrful '  ventured  thus  to  put  into  plain  English 
r  meiderations  presented  to  Parliament ,  what  he  t4>ok  to  be  the  mesning  of 
by  the  Iste  Government  to  induce  it  the  applause  and  gi*«ture  of  the  noble 
to  supersede  the  ordinsry  law  so  as  t4>  Earl  opposite;  and  if  he  ^Lord  Ash- 
enable  them  to  grapple  with  the  state  of  bourne)  laboured  under  a  misconception, 
things,  and  with  a  procedure  so  insidious    it  was  due  not  ouly  to  himself,  but  to 


aod  so  de«tructava  to  the  administration 
cif  tha  authority  of  the  law  in  Ireland. 
But  what  was  the  outcome  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  Earlf  The  noble 
Karl  admitted  the  great  evil  that  existed. 
He  would  be  taken  t  >  admit  its  deadly 
|H>ril  to  the  Queen's  Sovereignty  and  to 


tlieir  Lordships'  House,  that  he  should 
be  publicly  corr<ctiHl,  so  that  there 
should  be  a  perfi*ct  und<»rstanding  as 
to  every  particular  about  so  grave  a 
matter. 

The  SECRCTARY  of  STATE  for 
Tits    0)IA)NIE8    (Earl    GaAirviLLx): 


r<Nipeet  for  the  law ;  and  he  further  prac-  .  I  have  not  the  slightsat  hesitation  in 
tic  ally  avowed  that  in  that  position  of  I  endorsing  by  words  what  the  noble  and 
affairs  the  Government  were  unabK*  to  learned  Ix>rd  Jiord  Ashboame)  gathars 
do  anything,  even  by  way  of  a  public  ■  from  the  gesture  of  my  noble  Friend 
aanouaaement,  to  rt«store  confidence  in  '  (Eari  8penccr)  who  wa^  some  time  ago 
the  law  and  the  assertion  of  the  law.  It '  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  The  Go- 
was  easy  to  sav  that  the  Govern- !  vemment  feid  the  responiiibility  resting 
meat  were  unable  to  msko  a  full  an-  '  upon  them,  and  di*em  it  nevo«ssry  to 
nonneament  of  their  p«dio3r,  and  that  watch  in  the  most  att«*ntive  manner  all 
they  were  not  to  expect  it  from  them  the  events  going  on  in  Ireland  ;  and  tht*y 
for  four  or  five  w<H-ks  to  come ;  but '  are  deT<»ting  tbomsidvcfi  to  considering 
thai  was  a  question,  not  of  iKihcy.  the  very  b^^st  ttto<li*  of  dealing,  among 
but  of  administeting  the  existing  Law,  so  otlicr  subjc*cts,  with  disorder  and  dt»ro- 
as  to  tnaurs  reapact  for  the  Queen's  au-  sp<Ht  for  the  law.  liut  I  mu«t  say  that 
thorityandsomethioglike  decent  respect  the  noble  and  I^amt^l  I>ird  op]M*^ite 
for  the  Qai^en's  law.  At  all  events,  he  L>rd  Ajihboum«*  is  one  of  the  loAt  {ler- 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  some  '  S'^ns  who  should  mske  an  attack  on  the 
stataoMntfromthoaewho  represented  the  ,  Government.  He  has  said  that  "Boy« 
existing  Government  that  Uiey  were  not '  ootting  "  existed  during  the  Vicerevalty 
only  siiva  to  tha  gravity  of  the  aituaiion  '  of  my  nobla  Friend  near  me.  Nobody 
whseh  thaj  aekaowlsdgad  asialad,  but .  daoiad  that   some    «'  Boycotting  *'  did 
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exist  at  that  time.  Bat  Lord  Carnarvon 
told  your  Lordships,  and  the  Leader  of 
the  other  House  under  the  late  Gorem- 
ment  told  that  Assembly,  that  the  eoun- 
try  was  almost  in  a  state  of  normal 
quiet  on  the  accession  of  the  present 
Government  to  Office,  and  it  is  well 
known  that  it  increased  rapidly  after 
the  Prorogation  of  Parliament ;  and  yet 
the  late  Government  did  not  in  any 
manner  provide  a  remedy  for  dealing 
with  it  by  exceptional  legislation.  There 
was  nothing  like  the  amount  of  ''  Boy- 
cotting" that  afterwards  existed  when 
the  late  Government  were  in  Office. 
[Lord  AsHBOUBNE  dissented.]  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  shakes  his  nead.  I  do 
not  know  exactly  what  that  gesture 
means.  Does  he  deny  that  "  Boycott- 
ing" increased  day  by  day  ? 

Lord  A8HB0ITKNE  said,  he  was 
not  dealing  with  '*  Boycotting,"  but 
with  the  particular  subject  referred  to 
in  the  Question  put  by  the  noble  Earl 
(the  Earl  of  Limerick) — namely,  as  to 
the  existence  of  the  National  League 
Courts.  He  was  quite  prepared  to  ais- 
cuss  the  wider  question. 

Earl  GRANVILLE:  As  far  as  I 
know,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
(Lord  Ashbourne)  was  talking  of  the 
same  thing.  It  is  part  of  the  whole 
question ;  and,  therefore,  what  I  wish 
to  remonstrate  against  is  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  taking  every  opportunity 
to  twit  the  Government  with  being  a 
little  slow  in  dealing  with  that  which 
the  late  Government  entirely  neglected. 

ARBITRATION  BILL  [h.u]    (nO.  17.) 

A  Bill  to  consolidate  the  law  reUting  to 
Arbitration : 

JVSTIOBS'    JTURISDIOTIOir  BILL    [h.L.] 

(no.  18.) 

A  Bill  to  extend  the  joriadiction  of  joatioes 
in  general  and  quarter  aeaaioiia  of  the  peaoe : 
And 

LAW  OF  ETIDRNOB  AMSNDMINT  BILL 

[h.L. "I  (no.  19.) 

A  Bin  further  to  amend  the  law  of  evidence : 
WerejwvMxMby  The  Lord  Bzmmwell ;  read  1». 

UNION  07  BKNSFI0S8  BILL  [h.L.^ 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relatingtothe imion 
of  beneficea^Waa  prttnUd  by  The  Earl  of 
MOltown;  read  1*.  (No.  20.) 

House  a^jovned  at  Six  o'dook, 

tiU  To-morrow,  a  quarter 

Dast  Ten  odoolL 

Earl  GrofmUe 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
l%uridaiff  25th  February^  1886. 


HINUTES.]— Nbw  Mbicbbrs  Swobh— Right 
honble.  Frederick  Edward  Oould  Lambuit 
oommonly  called  Viscoant  Kiloonrrie,  /»r 
Somerset  County  (Southern  Diviaion);  John 
William  Mellor,  eeqniro, /or  Grantham. 

Sblect  GoscMrrrBss  —  Selection,  Sir  Lyon 
Playfair  diteh,  ;  Dr.  Cameron  added;  Rirera 
Foliation  (River  Lea),  appointed ;  National 
Provident  Insuranoe,  appointsd  ;  Edaoational 
Endowments,  nominmied. 

Qvm.r^' considered  in  Committee — Citil    Sbr* 

VICB8    (SUPPLBMBXTART   EsTIKATBa,    1885-6)  ; 

Class  IV. — ^Educatiow,  Scibxcb,  Aim  Art, 
Votes  7,  8,  14;  Class  V.  —  FoRBiGsr  and 
CoLo^fiAL  Sbrtiobs,  Votes  3  &  5 ;  Class  VI. 

— NoN-EfPBCTITB  AlfD  ClIARITAHLR  SbRTICBS, 

Votes  1  &  4 ;  Class  VII. — MiscBLLAirBors, 
Votes  4  &  6  ;  Rbtbnub  Dbpartmbkts,  Votes 
2  &  3  :  Natt  (SrppLBMB!rTART  Estixatbs, 
1886.6). 

Public  Bills  —  Ordered  —  Firet  Bmdinf  — 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2)  [118];  Water- 
works  (Rating)  •[117]. 

Cbmmil/#«— Lunacy  (Vacating  of  Seats)  *  [85]— 


B.r. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS, 


farliament-^tandiko  orders. 

Thb  OHAIBMAN  of  ways  ahd 
MEANS  (Mr.  Coubtitey)  :  Tho  Motions 
I  hare  to  make  are  to  alter  the  form  of 
Standing  Order  189a,  in  order  to  bring 
it  into  agreement  with  an  altered  con- 
dition of  things.  The  Standing  Order, 
ae  it  now  exists,  requires  that  in  erery 
Bill  which  contains  power  to  take  dwell- 
ings occupied  by  the  labouring  classes, 
compulsorily  or  by  agreement,  daoses 
shall  be  inserted  to  prerent  the  pro- 
moters from  taking  tnem  until  thej 
shall  haTs  obtained  the  approml  of  the 
Central  Authority  to  a  scheme  affording 
equal  accommodation  to  them.  The 
Standing  Order  in  the  ease  of  Boot- 
land  declares  the  *'  Central  Authority  '* 
to  be  tho  Home  Seoretaxy.  But  a 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  now  been 
appointed,  who  has  superseded  the 
Home  Secretary  as  Central  Authority 
for  Scotland;  and  the  object  of  the 
alterations  of  the  Standing  Order,  which 
I  am  about  to  propose,  is  simply  to 
substitute  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
for  the  Home  Secretary  as  the  Central 
Authority.  I  beg  to  more,  in  line  49  of 
the  Standing  Order,  in  the  passage  which 
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ddbM  fhm  OmitrttI  Aathoritj  to  mMa 
*'  M  ragmrds  the  Metropolis  or  Sooibind 
Uio  Bwvtary  of  SUU  for  tho  Homo  Do- 
p«rt»«nt,"  after  tho word ''Molropolu/' 
to  Imto  out  '^  or  SootUad.*' 

QttMtion,  in  Suoding  Order  183a,  in 
lino  49,  after  the  word  '*  Metropolis,'*  to 
leeTO  oat  the  worde  *'  or  ScotUnd,"  put, 
and  €§rif4  U, 

Tbb  chairman  of  WATS  ato 
MEANS  (Mr.  CoraTirET^  moved,  in  line 
50.  aftfr  the  word  ''Department,'*  to 
ineert  the  words  '*  and  as  regards  Scot* 
land,  the  Secretarj  for  Scotland/' 

Question,  ''That those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  •frt^i  U. 

COMMITTER  OP  SELECTION. 

Sir  Lto5  I^TFAta  du€ksrg0d  from 
attendance  on  the  Committee: — Dr. 
Caickboh  sii«^  to  the  Committee.— (5ir 

BELFAST  MAIK  DRAIXAOB    BILL. 

mKsoLimox. 
Mn.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  more— 

**  Thst  th*  Petition  Mrminst  ths  Bf>lfwt  Matn 
tltalasff*  BUI.  di^oMtml  in  tlio  Pnr«U  Bill 
(»Sc«  on  th«  ISth  iMtant,  be  printciiaa4  cir- 
c«kt«a  with  th«  Vutc^** 

The  Petition  referred  lo  here  is  one 
which  was  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of 
the  occupiers  and  inhabitants  of  Belfast 
in  opiMMition  to  a  loeal  PriTate  Bill  which 
is  abimt  lo  come  before  a  Committee  of 
this  IIous^.  But  in  consenucnce  of  the 
denrssssd  condition  of  trade  in  Belfast 
and  the  enormous  cost  which  attends  the 
opposition  to  a  Private  Bill  in  Psrlia* 
meat  the  ratepajrvrs  are  nnable  to  send 
wttaeeses  here,  and  appear  in  opposition 
to  the  Bill  in  the  ordmary  way.  I  have 
gireo  Notice  of  mT  intention  on  Tuesday 
next  to  move  an  Instruction  on  an  im- 

rirf  ant  matter  relating  to  this  Bill ;  and 
think  it  would  be  for  the  convenic^ncc* 
of  the  Ilouse,  and  would  also  tend  to  an 
economy  of  its  time,  if  the  facts  relating 
Ui  the  ease  wer<^  placed  at  onc<<  in  the 
haade  of  the  genml  bodv  «»f  Members. 
I,  tlMTsfure,  make  this  Motion. 

Motion  sgr^fd  U. 

Ord^fHl^  That  the  Petition  against 
the  Belfast  Main  Drainagt*  Bill,  depo* 
sated  in  the  Private  Bill  Utfice  on  the 
Uth  inslaaty  be  printed  and  ciroulated 
with  the  Yolea. 


yOTICE  OF  QUESTION. 

s 

PARLIAMENT-ORDER  -AROrMENTA- 
TIVE  QrRSTlONB. 

CoLoxEL  WARINO :  I  bew  to  give 
Notice  that  on  Mondsy  noit  I  will  ask 
the  right  hon.  (rentloman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary  for  Ireland,  with  reference  to 
his  staU«mont  as  to  dispensing  with  eer- 
tain  powers  claimed  by  the  Executive  in 
Ireland,  Whether  he  is  awaro  that  the 
National  I^sgue  arrogates  to  itself  tho 
power  directly  and  udirectly  to  pro* 
hibit  the  payment  of  rent ;  whether  tho 
Kov.  Mr.  O'Connor,  parish  priest,  of 
Firies,  is  not  reported  in  Thg  Kmrg  Am* 
fills/  of  November  10  to  have  stated  at  a 
meeting  of  the  National  League^ 

*'Thst  sny  t«osnt  who  went  bshiad  ths 
back  of  ths  other  tenants  and  paid  hit  rant  was 
a  traitor  to  tha  causa.  [A  Voios :  Shoot  thaa.  ] 
Father  O'Connor :  IKm't.** 

Whether  Mr.  Curtin  was  not  shot  on 
the  Friday  following,  having  paid  his 
rent ;  and,  whether  as  this  ana  similar 
circumstances  have  occurred  oonstantly 
in  Ireland  the  Chief  Secretary  will  take 
steps  to  bring  the  laws  of  eonspiraey  to 
bear  upon  illegal  oombinations  of  this 
character  ? 

Ma.  SEXTON :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise 
to  a  point  of  Order.  I  would  ask  whe« 
ther  the  statement  of  the  hon.  and 
ffsllant  Member  that  the  National 
League  arrogates  to  itself  certain  powers 
is  not  a  matter  of  opinion  ana  ar^* 
ment,  and  is,  therefore,  by  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House,  excluded  fkom  the 
JoumaJs  of  the  House  P 

Ma.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR :  At  the  same 
tame  I  would  ask,  as  a  matter  of  Order, 
whether  it  is  within  the  spirit  of  the 
Kules  of  this  House  that  hon.  Members, 
at  Notice  time,  should  inflict  upon  the 
Ilouse  loDg  extracts  from  letters  in 
newapaperi,  containing  expressions  such 
as  thote  to  which  my  hon.  Friend  has 
call<*d  attention,  which  will  not  and 
cannot  afterwards  appear  on  the  Jour* 
nala  of  the  House,  being  contrary  to  the 
Orderi  and  spirit  of  the  Boles  of  the 
House? 

Mn.  SPEAKER :  In  reply  to  the  two 
hon.  Members,  I  have  to  say  that  I  wish 
the  House  would  sanetion  me  in  re* 
straining  Questions  of  the  natnre  re* 
ferred  to,  and  also  in  enforeing  the 
praotiee  that  when  Qaeetiona  are  to  be 
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put  they  may  be  placed  on  the  Notioe 
t^aper  without  previous  Notice,  or  being 
required  to  read  them*  With  reference  to 
the  apecial  Question  asked,  I  shall,  of 
course,  before  it  appears  on  the  Paper, 
carefully  revise  it ;  and  if  I  find  intro- 
duced in  it  any  argumentative  matter  or 
any  disputed  statement  of  fact  I  shall 
not  allow  it  to  appear. 

Mb.  T.  0.  HABRINGTON:  When 
the  Question  is  put  I  will  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  whe- 
ther the  meeting  referred  to  was  not  a 
meeting  of  the  tenantry  of  a  certain 
estate ;  whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that 
the  landlord,  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  tenants  since,  has  made  a 
reduction  of  rent  to  the  extent  of  20  per 
cent;  and,  whether  the  landlord  in  ques- 
tion is  not  a  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  ? 

QUESTIONS. 

6 

WALES— INSPECTOR  OP  SLATE  AND 
SETT  QUARRIES. 

Mr.  JONES-PAHBY  asked  the  Se- 
oretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  will  appoint  an  Li- 
spector  of  slate  and  sett  quarries  in 
North  Wales  f 

The  SECRETABT  op  STATE  (Mr. 
CmiDSRs),  in  reply,  said,  his  hon.  Fnend 
might  not  be  aware  that  legislation 
would  be  necessary  before  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officer  referred  to  could  be 
made.  The  advisability  of  such  a  Bill 
was  now  occupying  his  careful  atten- 
tion. 

BOYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY  —  AL- 
LEGED DISORDER  —  CONDUCT  OF 
POUCE  AT  BENNETSBRIDOE,  CO. 
KILKENNY. 

Mb.  MABUM  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  aUeged  action  of 
the  Constabulary  force  at  Bennetsbridge, 
in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  in  flinging 
stones  and  grappling  irons  during 
night-time  from  the  summits  of  bridges 
spanning  the  Btyer  Nore,  and  from 
other  places  into  such  rirer,  to  the 
danger  and  bodily  injury  of  boatmen 
and  others  of  the  public  plying  on  the 
same,  instead  of  ascertaining  the  names 
of  offenders,  if  any,  against  the  police 
regulations  of  the  Yirer,  and  proceeding 
by  summons  according  to  due  course  of 

Mr.  Spiohr 


law ;  and,  whether  he  will  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made,  with  a  riew  to  putting  a 
stop  to  such  alleged  irregular  aoiion  of 
the  Constabulary  ? 

Thb  chief  SECBETABY  (Mr. 
John  Morlet)  :  I  am  assured  that  the 
police  have  never  acted  as  alleged  in 
this  Question.  The  Biver  Nore  at 
Bennetsbridge  is  not  navigable,  and 
consequently  neither  boatmen  nor  the 
public  ply  on  it. 

RAILWAYS-RAILWAY  COUPLINGS. 

Mb.  OHANNINO  asked  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether 
the  Inspecting  Officers  of  Bailways  have 
reported  upon  the  various  Kailway 
coupling  appliances  that  were  exhibited 
at  the  Inventions  Exhibition  last  year  ; 
and,  if  so,  when  will  the  Beport  be  laid 
upon  the  Table ;  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Bailway  Servants  nave  voted  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  assist  in 
testing  improved  modes  of  Bailway 
couplings ;  and,  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  great  loss  of  life  and  limb  con* 
sequent  upon  the  present  system  of 
doing  this  dangerous  part  of  Bailway 
work,  the  Government  will  supplement 
this  sum  by  a  grant  from  the  Treasury 
for  the  purpose  of  a  thorough  and  prac- 
tical investigation  into  thu  important 
question  ? 

The  PBESIDENT  (Mr.  Muhdbxxjl)  : 
The  Bailway  Inspecting  Officers  have 
not  reported  to  the  Boara  of  Trade  upon 
the  various  railway  eoupling  appliances 
that  were  exhibited  at  the  Inventions 
Exhibition  last  year.  Some  of  those  offi- 
cers were  on  the  jury  to  whom  thoee 
appliances  were  ref  errad ;  and  I  believe 
the  jury  expressed  an  opinion  with  re- 
gard  to  the  various  inventions  that  were 
submitted  to  them.  I  am  not  aware 
that  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Bail* 
way  Servants  have  voted  the  sum  of 
£500  to  assist  in  testing  improved  me- 
thods of  railway  couplings;  but  I  do 
know  that  some  experiments  have  re- 
cently taken  place  under  the  auspices  of 
that  society  in  regard  to  those  matters 
upon  the  London  and  South*Westera 
Bailway.  With  regard  to  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  hon.  Member's  Ques- 
tion, I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend 
the  Treasury  to  supplement  the  sum  re- 
ferred to  for  the  purpose  of  further  in- 
veetigations  in  tms  important  matter, 
for  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable 
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that  the  Board  of  Trada  thoiild  aatuma  | 
tha  rMponaibtlitj  of  dactding  upon  the  : 
ratpacttra  mmta  of  Tarioiu   invantiont  | 
—a  maponftihilitj  which  muat  properly 
rtiet  upon  th*>fto  who  have  tho  oootrol 
aod  managamaat  of  railwaya. 

IKKiaNn-0>MMIS8lONEIW  OF  CHA- 
RITABLE lM)KATlOX8  AKD  BEQrt^^TS 
--  BELKiOT  WHITE  UNEN  HALL,'* 

Ma.  IlIGdAR  aiikod  the  Chiof  .S<ro- 
tanr  f<>r  In^land,  Will  ha  laj  upon  tho 
Table  of  tho  Ilouto,  (opiea  of  all  Cor- 
rf»«j>-ind«»nra.  hnd  from   -Ith   Docomhor 
lHa4   to   25th  January    1H80,   bt^tween 
J*>ha  Buffcrn.  of  Winditor,  B<'lfii«t,  and 
tha  Commt^Hioncm  of  Charitable  Dona- 
tion* and  H^MjucstA  for  Ireland,  rolatira 
to  the  man. I  (foment   of  the  lands  and 
prop«»rt J  of  tho  ••  Belfast  White  Linen 
iI.iU/'  a  charity  founded  and  oetablished 
in  the  year  1783,  at  a  groat  coet,  for  tho 
eoeotiragement   and    (^itonsion  of   tho 
linen  trade;    ali»o  Copiaa   of   all    C>r- 
reepondence    and   Prot«»«tfi  and    State- 
ments had  botW(*en  the    Chamberlain, 
C^hoirman,   or  Committee   c»f   the  taid 
••  Ilelfatt  WMiite  Linen  Ilall  '*  and  the 
oaid  <%»mmioion«'rfs  and  the  said  John 
Huifcm,  relative  to  the  manaf^ment  of 
the  said  aharity  f  ri>m  the  I  at  day  of  No- 
Teml  or  iHS'i  till  the  25th  day  of  Januanr 
18Mr 

Tnr.  CHIEF  BECRETART  (Mr. 
Joiix  Moi'LfcY) :  A  corrf>t>  md^'nre  on 
thi*  subj'Ct  ha*  tak«>n  place  between 
Mr.  Sutlem  ard  the  (%>mmi«9ioner«  of 
(^haritabte  iKuiations  and  Re<|ueBts ; 
and  if  the  hon.  Meinbcr  will  more  f<»r  it 
in  due  form  there  is  oo  objo<tif»]i  to  its 
production.  There  haa  )»een  no  rorra- 
afondrnee  botwe<-n  the  (VmmiMiuners 
and  the  Linen  Hall;  and  if  any  has 
taken  plar<«  between  tha  IJnen  HaJl 
and  Mr.  SafTem  tha  Uoromment  hare 
no  contr«»l  orer  it.  and  are  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  prtnluco  it.  The  bon.  Member 
aboald,  then  fore,  confine  his  Motion  to 
tha  Corteiipoadance  I  hare  firat  nan- 
tiooad. 

KEA  AKD  a>AKT  nSHFIilKS    IRKlJiXP 

^ORIEVANrK  oK  IHK  K«>YLE 

FlsHKIiUKN. 

Me.  JAMt^^  o*I  Mill  HUT  Y  a»led  the 
Chief  isfcntary  for  lrrlai<d.  Whether 
tlla  Inspectors  of  Irteh  Fi«Lcrits  have 
rt»ooftaa,  oo  the  complatnta  of  tha  Foyla 
fiakannast   with  laapact  to  a  ataamar 
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whiob  tha  laaaaaa  of  the  Foyla  and  Bann 
Fiahorioaaend  out  at  ni((ht  without  lights 
among  their  boats ;  whether  complaints 
hare  boen  made  by  the  fmhormen  with  re- 
spect to  the  unc4*rtain  boundary  between 
the  aereral  fisheries  in  tha  Fuyla  and 
tha  sea  beyond;  and,  whether  he  will 
a^k  for  a  r<*p)rt  on  these  matters,  and 
lar  it  ufK>n  tne  Table  fif  the  House? 

The  (^HIEF  SECHirFARY  (Mr. 
Jonsr  Moklky'  :  Yes,  i3ir;  the  Inspec* 
tors  of  Fiiheriee  have  reported  on  thaaa 
matt4»rs,  and  there  is  no  ol>joction  to  tho 
production  of  the  Rf'jtort,  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  mora  for  it. 

EXCISE  — O^TTAOE  BREWING 
LICESOli^. 

Ma.  EVERETT  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  tha  Exchequor,  W^'hethor  he  will 
kindlv  consider  the  practicability  of 
c«>mplTing  with  the  wish(*a  of  the  agri- 
cultural lalx>urara  that  tha  cottage 
brewing  licences  shall  expire  in  April 
instead  of  S4>ptember,  ao  that  those  who 
cannot  afford  to  take  them  till  haytimo 
in  May  or  Juno  may  be  able  to  enjoy 
the  use  of  them  for  all  the  year  instead 
of  for  only  a  amall  portion  of  it,  aa 
nowP 

Ma.  JASPERMORE  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  ExchtK^nar,  If  he  would 
consider  tha  inequality  of  tha  farmer 
with  a  large  house  and  amall  farm 
having  to  pay  the  Private  Brewir's 
Duty,  whilst  the  farmer  with  a  small 
hou»e  but  a  large  farm  pays  the  lirenc  e 
only;  and,  whether,  considering  tha 
amall  aums  produr«H]  to  tho  Exchequer 
by  Private  I}rt«wer*a  licencia,  ha  would 
conaider  tha  utility  of  aboliahing  them 
altogether  f 

Tnr.  CHANCELLOR  i.r  Tnt  EXCHE- 
QVEK  .Sir  WiLUAM  Hajkoiiit}:  In 
onawer  to  tho  hon.  Member  for  Suffolk 
(Mr.  Ererett;,  I  made  tome  inquiry  about 
thia  matter,  and  I  hope  sonifthing  may 
ba  dona ;  but  I  do  not  wi»h  to  pledge 
m}M>lf.  In  reference  to  the  Uuestion  4if 
the  hon.  Member  for  ^hruiiahire  (Mr.  J. 
More^,  there  ia  considerable  difficulty 
about  the  fifiit  pait.  Thia  matter  waa 
\ery  carefully  ron»id«'nd  at  tho  time  the 
alteration  waa  made  in  the  Malt  Tax, 
and  i  fear  I  cannot  propt  «e  any  change 
,  in  that  dire<  tion.  As  to  the  aecf>nd 
(latt  of  the  Uut»tion,  it  is  quite  trua  that 
'  the  sum  derived  fr^m  thesa  licences  is 
\  rery  amall ;  but  then  wa  have  to  aon* 
ir  tha  anfiaif  oparalAoa  which  thia 
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would  have  upon  small  brewers.  At 
present  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  abolish- 
ing these  licences. 

CHURCH  OF  EN  GLAND— CONVOCATION 
— "  THE  HOUSE  OF  LA^YIIEN." 

Mb.  PIOTON  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  His  Grace  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  did,  on  the 
I6th  instant,  while  the  two  Houses  of 
OouTooation  were  sitting,  open  a  third 
House  in  the  Broad  Sanctuary,  giving 
it  the  title  of  the  '*  House  of  Laymen ;  " 
whether,  in  his  opening  address  to  that 
House,  His  Grace  used  the  following 
words,  as  reported  in  The  Times: — 

'*  The  Convocation  of  Canterbury  has  now, 
after  mudi  careful  diBCussion,  rec^aested  the 
Biahopa  in  each  diocese  of  the  Province  to  call 
upon  the  lay  members  of  their  several  con- 
ferences, who  are  themselves  all  elected  by  the 
laity  of  the  parishes,  to  elect  a  House  of  Lay- 
men ;  '* 

and,  whether  the  request,  mentioned  by 
the  Archbishop  as  adopted  after  careful 
discussion,  was  recorded  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  Conrocation  and  acted  upon 
without  licence  from  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen ;  and,  if  so,  whether  any  authori- 
tative  legal  opinion  was  previously  ob- 
tained as  to  the  consistency  of  any  such 
reeolotion,  or  order  or  ordinance,  with 
the  25th  Henry  Yin.,  c.  1 9,  where  it  is 
enacted  that  the  clergy  shall  not 

''Enact,  promalge,  or  execute  any  canons, 
constitutions,  or  ordinances  provincial,  by  what- 
soever name  or  names  they  may  be  called,  in 
their  convocations  in  time  ooming  (which  always 
shall  be  assembled  by  authority  of  the  King's 
writ),  unless  the  same  clergv  may  have  ti&e 
King's  Most  Boyal  Assent  and  licence  to  make, 
promulge,  and  execute  such  canons,  constitu- 
tions, and  ordinances  provincial  or  synodal,  on 
pain  of  every  one  of  the  cleigy  doing  contnry 
to  this  Act,  and  being  thereof  convict,  to  suffer 
imprisonment  and  mtHkt   fine  at    the  King's 

Colonel  WABINO :  I  wish  also  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  another 
Question — namely,  whether,  in  the  erent 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  ad- 
vising Her  Majesty's  Government  that 
the  action  of  the  Archbishop  was  illegal, 
the  Government  will  be  prepared  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  legalize  such  an 
alteration  in  the  constitution  of  Convo- 
cation as  the  Archbishop  songht  to 
make,  thereby  facilitating  in  the  Church 
of  England  that  reform  from  within 
which  constitutes  the  sole  advantage 
derived  by  the  Lriah  Choreh  firom  the 
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otherwise  unmixed  disaster  of  disestab- 
li^bmentanddisendowment?  [''Order!'*] 

Mb.  SEXTON:  As  a  Question  of 
Order,  I  wish  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  the  Question  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member,  like  the  former  Notice 
given  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man, is  not  entirely  irregular  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  last  part  of  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
her  is  entirely  out  of  Order. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Childebs)  :  When  I  have  answered  the 
Question  on  the  Paper,  I  think  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  will  not  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  put  his  Question.  In  reply  to 
my  hon.  Friend,  I  beg  to  say  that!  have 
ascertained  that  the  Archbishop  did,  at 
the  time  and  place  named,  open  a  meet- 
ing called  the  House  of  Laymen;  but 
the  Archbishop  did  not  open  a  third 
House  of  Convocation.  The  House  of 
Laymen  is  a  voluntary  body,  and  in  no 
sense  a  third  House.  The  Archbishop 
did  use  the  words  which  my  hon.  Friend 
quotes ;  but  the  request  was  an  informal 
one,  and  was  not  recorded  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Convocation.  It  was  not 
proposed  to  promulgate  or  execute  any 
ordinances  by  any  name  whatsoever,  so 
no  question  arose  aa  to  their  legality. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  (IRELAND}— 

MR.  MICHAEL  LYNCH,  BARNA, 

CO.  GAL  WAY. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Is  it  the  fact  that  the  Recorder 
of  Ghalway  last  month  granted  to  Mr. 
Marcus  Lynch  a  decree  of  ejectment 
against  Michael  Carter,  of  Bama,  from 
his  holding  of  six  acres,  although  the 
rent  was  fuJly  paid  up ;  that  the  cause 
of  the  proposed  eviction  is  the  fact  that 
the  tenant,  who  holds  from  a  middle- 
man, got  his  rent  reduced  in  the  Land 
Court  from  £8  2«.  2d,  to  £5,  this  beinff 
less  than  the  middleman  paid  the  head 
landlord ;  that  though  the  tenant  has 
always  paid  the  fair  rent  fixed  by  the 
Land  Commissioners,  the  county  court 
now  holds  that  to  escape  eviction  he  is 
bound  to  pay  the  higher  rent  due  by  the 
middleman,  in  spite  of  the  operation  of 
the  Land  Act;  are  the  Government 
aware  that  analogous  cases  have  me* 
viously  occurred  in  county  Wateriord 
and  elsewhere ;  do  thev  propose  to  take 
any  steps  to  prevent  the  nullification  of 
the  Land  Act  by  such  proceedings ;  and, 
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im  it  intonddd  to  l«iid  the  fore<«i  of  the  1 
rn>wii  to  the  landlord  to  enct  Carter, 
whose  ''fair  rent"  is  fullT  paid,  and 
who  has  oomplicMl  with  all  the  condittuns 
of  hi«  judicial  teaancj  under  the  Land 
Art? 

Tm  rniKFSKCRETARY  (Mr.  Joux 
MnatXY  :  The  Question  of  the  hon.  and 
leamiHl  If  embor  haa  reference  to  a  tub- 
j<Ht  which,  no  doubt,  aa  an  abstract  one. 
i«  of  imiM>rtance  to  tenants  holding 
under  middlemen ;  but  in  this  particular 
instance  1  am  infurmed  that  tno  tenant 
has  appealed,  and  the  l«'gnl  rights  of  the 
parties  depend  upon  tho  result  of  the 
appeal,  which  will  be  disposed  of  next 
month. 

CX)rRT  OF  BAXKIirPTCY  (lUKLAKI)}- 

TIIK  LXTK  OKKUIAL  AK*<l(iXEE 

(MR.  C.  If.  JAMKS  . 

Ma.  PKTKR  M*lK)NALn  asked  the 
Finanetal  Socretarjr  to  the  Treasury,  If 
the  Irish  (^hi<»f  Kemembraticer  has  com- 
pleted his  investigations  into  the  ac- 
r'>unta  of  the  late  official  a^ignee  of  the 
Irish  r4>urt  of  Bankniptrj,  Mr.  Charles 
Ifenrr  James ;  and,  if  he  has  reported 
thereon ;  and.  if  so,  will  the  report  be 
and    circulated    in    the  usual 


manner  r 

Till!  SBTRETARY  to  thk  TRKK- 
SrRY'Mr.  II.  II.  FowLKK):  TheTrea- 
aury  haTe  Ix^on  informed  hj  the  Trea- 
sury H«*m«*nihranror  of  Dublin  that  the 
inTostigatt<in  of  the  arr  mnts  of  the  late 
ofB'*ial  ajwigne^  of  thi'  (*ourt  of  Hank- 
ruptcj  would  l»o  completed  during  the 
next  week.  Until  mv  Lords  have  re- 
c^^irnd  and  i^msidered  tho  information 
thu«  obtained  they  cannot  state  what 
eouree  they  will  adopt  with  respect  to  it. 
As  I  have  not  yet  aeon  the  Report,  I 
eaasol  aay  whHher  it  oaa  be  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  Ilouae. 

Ma.  PCTER  M*I>i)NALI>:  Might  I 
ask  the  hoo.  (iontloman  whether  this 
examination  has  not  been  going  on  for 
the  last  eight  months  ? 

Ma.  11.  U.  VOWUIR:  I  have  no 
m— na  of  aaawering  thai  Queation. 

PARLIAMKNTARY    KIT.<TIo\8  —  UsT 
OKn.\IMH  ru  V(»TF.oKTHKnrnLIX 
I'liRT  ANl>  IMM  KS  n«»AUI>. 

Ma.  PKTEU  MiXiNALI)  askM  the 
Chief  8«creUry  for  Ireland,  If  lus  at- 
leatkm  has  been  drawn  to  the  manner 


in  which  the  revision  of  the  Dublin  Port 
and  Docks  Board  liat  of  claima  to  Tota 
haa  been  made,  auch  revision  having 
been  begun  on  the  23rd,  instead  of,  aa 
the  Act  directa,  *'aa  aoon  aa  possible 
afU^r  the  first  day  of  November,'*  the 
result  of  which  was  that,  before  it  was 
half  g^ne  through,  the  revising  bsr- 
riater  closed  the  list,  stating  it  should  be 
signed  on  the  30th ;  and,  if  the  preeent 
Irish  authorities  purpose  taking  steps  to 
remedy  the  wrong  so  done  to  the  traders 
and  manufacturers  of  Dublin,  by  order* 
ing  a  n4«w  revision  and  election  f 

Ma.  MACARTNEY:  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  anawera  that  Queation, 
I  would  like  to  aak  whether  it  ia  a  fact 
that  900  claima  put  forward  by  the 
Nationalist  Party  were  disallowed ;  whe- 
ther many  of  tho  BO-call<Mi  olaimanta 
had  left  without  leaving  their  addr(»ss4*s ; 
whether  the  persons  advocating  auch 
claima  were  not  liable  under  the  6-1  th 
Miction  of  the  Act  of  1867  to  fine;  and, 
whether  the  term  "tradera  and  manu- 
facturers of  Dublin"  could  not  at  all  be 
said  to  appiv  to  these  persons? 

The  CIII  KF  SECRETARY ,  Mr.  Jonx 
MoRLEYj :  The  hon.  MombtT  opposite 
muAt  be  aware  that  his  Question  is  one 
which  could  not  be  an^wertnl  without 
Notice.  No  representation  whatever 
has  been  made  to  the  Irish  Government 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  tho  revision 
wa4  carried  out.  Should  any  such  rt*|)re- 
sentation  hv  made,  it  will,  of  course,  n^ 
ceivo  careful  attention ;  but  the  hon. 
Member  is  no  doubt  aware  that  the  Re* 
visinff  Barrister  is  appointed  bv  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  and 
ia  not  under  the  oontrol  of  Government 

■ 

UKRCUANT    SflirPIKO-THE   ••MARY 

MARK.** 

I  Ma.  W.  F.  L.VWRENCE  aaked  the 
Undur  B^^-retary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  it  is  the  case  that  the 
British  baniue  Jfurjf  Jfuri,  when  lying 
at  anchor  at  British  llonduras,  was  on 
9th  July  lh83  run  down  by  a  Spanish 
man-of-war,  owing  to  the  sole  negltgenoe 
of  tho  latter,  aa  certified  by  a  Court  of 
Inquiry  held  at  B«li/o  7th  August  1HH3 ; 
that  the  claim  of  the  owners,  in  respect 
of  the  loea  thereby  sustained,  was  sub- 
mitted ^l  tho  Spanish  Government  by 
Her  Majesty's  Foreisa  Office  in  March 
IhHl,  but  that  up  to  the  present  no  eom 
penaation  haa  been  awaraed ;  and,  what 
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steps  Her  Majesty's  Foreign  0£Gioe  pro- 
pose to  take  to  insure  the  prompt  settle- 
ment of  the  reasonable  demands  of  the 
owners,  so  long  neglected? 

Tab  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bryce)  :  The  facts  of  the 
case  are  correctly  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member ;  but  it  must  be  added  that  the 
Spanish  Government  do  not  recognize 
the  sufficiency  of  the  inquiry  held  by 
British  authority  at  Belize,  and  are 
prosecuting  a  further  investigation  of 
their  own.  Sir  Clare  Ford,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Minister  at  Madrid,  was  assured, 
on  the  12th  ultimo,  that  the  case  would 
receive  immediate  consideration,  and  he 
will  continue  to  press  the  matter  on  the 
attention  of  the  Spanish  GK)vernment. 


LAKD  COMMISSION  COURT  (IRELAND) 

—APPEALS. 
Mr.  MARIJM  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  large  arrears  of 
appeal  cases,  in  reference  to  fixing  fair 
rents,  now  depending  in  the  Land  Com- 
mission Courts  in  Ireland,  and  undis- 
posed of,  amounting  to  some  10,000  in 
number;  and,  further,  to  the  great 
length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
proceedings  have  been  initiated  by  some 
of  the  poor  tenantiy  concerned,  and  the 
haraasing  character  of  the  dilatory  pro- 
ceedings; for  instance,  in  the  county 
Carlow  appeal  cases :  —  Denis  Pack 
Beresford,  landlord.  Thomas  O'Neill, 
tenant  (Mr.  M.  M.  Murphy,  solicitor  for 
the  tenant).  Record  No.  631.  That 
notice  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed  was 
served  on  the  2l8t  April  1883;  the  case 
was  heard  by  Sub-Commission,  19th 
March  1884,  and  rent  reduced  from  £78 
to  £63 ;  that  notice  of  appeal  was  served 
by  landlord  immediately  after ;  that  ap- 
peal was  listed  for  hearing,  16th  July 
1885,  tenant  and  six  witnesses  brought 
to  Dublin  from  81yguff,  county  Carlow, 
seventy  miles,  kept  in  Dublin  for  two 
days,  and  appeal  not  heard  ;  that  appeal 
was  again  listed  on  29th  July  1885,  and 
tenant  and  his  witnesses  had  again  to 

fo  to  Dublin,  but  the  case  was  not 
eard ;  that,  pursuant  to  Oeneral  Order, 
Session  1885-6,  there  will  be  no  sitting 
for  hearings  for  the  county  of  Carlow 
until  the  2nd  August  1 886.  And,  again, 
in  the  case  of  Arthur  M'Murrogh  Kava- 
nagh,  landlord,  Denis  Doherty,  tenant 
(same  solicitor}.  Becord  No.  660.  That 

Mr.  W  R  Lawrme$ 


originating  notice  was  served,  ISth  May 
1883 ;  case  heard  on  5th  June  1884  by 
Sub-Commission  at  Bagenalstown,  and 
rent  fixed  at  £34,  old  rent  £48 ;  that 
notice  of  appeal  by  landlord  was  served 
on  the  20th  June  1884,  and  the  case  has 
never  been  listed  for  hearing  by  the 
Appeal  Court;  and,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  is  prepared  to  make 
immediate  provision  for  this  state  of 
things  ? 

Thk  chief  SECKETARY  (Mr.  Johk 
Morlet)  :  I  have  not  been  able  to  go 
fully  into  the  subject  of  the  arrears  of 
appeal  cases  before  the  Land  Commie* 
sion.  I  should  observe,  however,  that 
the  number  of  cases  at  present  undis- 
posed of  is  about  8,000.  Aa  regards  the 
particular  cases  referred  to,  it  appears 
that  in  both  instances  the  appeal  is  hj 
the  landlord.  It  is  fair,  therefore,  to 
assume  that  the  tenants  are  not  dissatis- 
fied with  the  judicial  rents,  which,  I 
believe,  are  considered  to  be  the  rents 
they  are  liable  for  pending  the  hearing  of 
the  appeals.  The  delay  and  expense  due 
to  a  case  not  being  reached,  or  having 
to  bepostponed  for  one  cause  or  another, 
are,  I  fear,  inevitable  when  the  sittings 
at  different  places  have  to  be  fixed  some 
time  in  advance.  I  am  assured  that  the 
Land  Commissioners  use  every  effort  to 
dispose  of  all  the  oases  on  their  lists. 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAKD)— FIC- 
TITIOUS OUTRAGES,  BIOVILLE,  CO. 
DONEGAL. 

Mb.  JAMES  O'DOHERTY  asked  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  Whether 
the  police  at  Moville,  countv  Donegal, 
have  discovered  that  the  author  of  cer- 
tain outrages  reported  to  them  by  one 
Caldwell  Moore  (caretaker  for  a  local 
landlord  there)  is  Moore  himself;  whe- 
ther Moore,  having  been  summoned 
therefor,  failed  to  appear  to  answer  the 
charge,  and  a  warrant  has  been  issued 
for  his  arrest ;  whether  Moore  has  been 
since  made  amenable;  and,  whether 
care  will  be  taken  to  exclude  Moore's 
reported  outrages  from  the  forthooming 
return  of  agrarian  crime  in  Ireland  f 

Tm  CHIEF  SECRETABr  (Mr.  Jonx 
MokLKT):  The  facts  are  as  stated.  Mooro 
was  convicted  at  Petty  Sessions  on  the 
2nd  instant,  and  sent  to  prison  for  14 
days  in  default  of  paying  a  fine  of  £1. 
The  case  was  not  repeated  by  the  police 
as  an  outrage. 
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REPRRSKKTATION    OF    THE    PKOPI^R 
TRBlJIXn)  ACT  <1MI>-DEFECTIVE 
RTrUKXS, 

Mr.  CI^NCY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Ii»rd  Lieutonant  of  Ireland, 
Whethor  it  i*  a  fact  that.  last  year,  a 
tH»rec>ii  namtHi  Towneend,  agent  of  Sir 
i(4>iCer  Palmer,  baronet^  failed  to  make 
a  retam,  which  he  waa  bound  to  mako 
lander  the  **  Kopreeentation  of  the  People 
Act,  IHHI,*'  of  the  namea  of  nearly  tiro 
hundred  Parliamentary  7oters  in  the 
district  of  Kueh,  county  of  Dublin ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  take  ttepd  to  en- 
foree  tho  p4>naltiee  provided  by  the  Act 
againtt  Town^end  ? 

TiiaCHlKF  SECRETARY  ;Mr.  Jonx 
Moats Y>  :  I  am  informed  that  Mr. 
Towoaeod  did  omit  to  mako  the  Return 
prorided  for  by  the  Repreeentation  of 
the  People  Act,  1884.  I  will  ooiuult 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attorney  Gi'neral  for  Ireland  as  to 
whether  a  promKution  should  bo  inati- 
tutadi  andi  tf  so,  by  whom. 

LAKDLOIUI  AND  TKKA.VT(IUELANI);- 
MR.  H.  M*tM>r(ULL.  AUKST  TO 
TUE  tiOHMAXCTOWN  ESTATE. 
i\h  HEATH. 

Mb.  CLANCY  aaked  Uie  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  tha  liord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whvther  Henry  M*I>ougall,  agent  of 
th0  Gormanetown  eatate  in  the  county 
of  Meath,  recoTrr<»d  money  under  the 
Am»ar«  Act  when,  aa  a  matter  of  fact, 
BO  anoara  were  due  on  that  estate; 
whether,  when  called  on  for  an  explaaa- 
tioo,  he  practically  admittini  hie  offence 
by  re- funding  the  money  in  one  caaa  in 
wlm^h  he  had  obtained  it  on  an  ex  parte 
application  maih^  in  spite  of  the  tenant's 
refusal  to  ioin  in  ajiplring;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  accordingly  direct  a  pro- 
s««cutiott  of  M*lK>ugall,  either  under  tha 
section  of  th«  Arrfara  Ait  which  is  ct>n« 
ecraed  with  surh  cxu^^  or  for  perjury  f 

TBI  ril  I£F  8E<.  RhTARY  (Mr.  JoBB 
MoBLBY' :  Applicationa  under  the  Ar- 
renra  Act  were  made  in  the  case  of  20 
tananta  on  tho  (^ormanstown  Estate; 
and  in  one  ease  tho  tenant  waa  stat(*d 
by  the  agent,  Mr  M*Ik>ugall,  to  owe  a 
hairyear*s  rent,  £3  lOf.,  which,  aa  a 
matter  of  fact,  had  been  paid.  Mr. 
M*I>oagBU  waa  called  on  to  explain  this 
in  Noramber  last ;  and  hia  explanation 
wBa»  and  is»  that  the  payment  of  the 
f«al  had  not  baen  wnttan  vp  in  tha 


t  leilger  by  hia  dcrk^who  was  leaving 
'  him  at  the  time— that  he  had  1,S40 
t^nanta  undor  him  as  agent,  who  took 
the  benefit  of  tho  Act,  and  that,  as  there 
was  pressure  for  time*,  the  payment 
escaped  attention.  IIo  has  r««fund('d 
the  sum  psid  by  tho  I^and  C^ommis* 
ffi oners,  and  has  given  the  tenant  credit 
for  half  a  year's  rent.  I  am  advi«c<l 
that,  on  this  information,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  evidence  of  a  criminal  in- 
tent on  Mr.  M*I>ougali*8  part ;  but,  if  a 
case  is  made,  the  Attorney  Oeneral  will 
consider  it. 

Mb.  CLANCY  aiked,  whether  10  such 
eases  regarding  Mr.  M*I)ougall  had  not 
been  laid  before  the  lata  Attorney  Gane> 
ral  (Mr.  Holmes'  f 

Mb,  JOHN  MORLEY  aaid,  he  could 
not  be  aware  of  that  fact. 

AFFAIRS  OF  THE  BAST^HIR  H.  DRCM- 
MOKD  WOLFrS  UISSION. 

Mb.  BRADLAUim  asked  tho  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
To  state  tho  total  amount  of  actual  pay* 
ments  for  telegrama  to  and  from  Sir  H. 
I).  Wolff,  distinsruishing  those  to  and 
from  Turkey  and  to  and  from  Egypt. 
He  further  asked  if  it  was  tho  intention 
of  the  Goremment  to  take  the  Vote 
for  the  Diplomatic  Service  that  night  f 

Mb.  UY lands  inquired  whether 
arrangeroenta  had  been  made  to  pay 
Sir  11.  Drummond  Wolff  any  salary  or 
personal  allowances  in  connection  with 
nis  mission  f 

The  I'NDER  BETRETABY  or 
STATE  Mr.  Bbtcc  :  In  answer  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Ry- 
lands  ,  I  may  say  that  the  Ksttmatea,  I 
think,  will  show  that  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  is  in  receipt  of  a  salaiy.  In  reply 
to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  I  have 
to  sav  that  the  cost  of  the  telegrams 
sent  from  the  Foreign  OfRce  to  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  at  Constantinople 
amounted  to  £P>'»,  and  to  (^siro,  up  to 
tlie  'iOth  insUnt,  to  £«i07.  Tha  coat  of 
the  telegrams  received  from  Sir  H. 
t  I>rummond  Wolff  while  at  Constanti- 
nople amounted  to  £fiH5,  and  from 
C'airo,  up  to  the  ^Oth  instant,  to  about 
£2.607.  The  total  amount,  therefore, 
up  to  the  20th  instant,  waa  £9,964. 

Mb.  RYLAN1»S  asked  what  waa  tha 
amount  of  Sir  H.  iXrummond  WolCs 
i  aalary,  aa  it  waa  nol  ahowa  in  tha  Bala- 
f 
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with  the  dock ;  and,  whether,  oonsider* 
ing  the  importance  of  haring  a  proper 
dock  in  Cork  Harbour  in  which  Mer 
Majesty's  ships  could  be  repaired,  and 
the  great  dearth  of  emplojment  in 
Queenstown,  he  can  promise  to  acce- 
lerate the  completion  of  the  work  bjr 
employing  additional  labourers  and  ar- 
tisans? 

Thb  lord  of  the  admiralty 
(Mr.  B.  W.  Duff)  :  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
work  was  commenced  in  the  year 
1865,  and  the  expenditure  up  to  the 
31st  December,  1885,  amounted  to 
£494,845,  the  work  having  been 
chiefly  done  by  free  labour.  The  ori- 
ginal plans,  which  proposed  the  em- 
ployment of  convict  labour,  estimated 
the  cost  at  £650,000.  The  original  plan 
contains  a  design  for  the  erection  of 
workshops;  but  the  time  has  not  yet 
come  when  they  are  wanted.  In  re- 
gard to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Qaes- 
tton,  I  beg  to  say  ^t  the  works  are 
drawing  to  a  dose.  To  engage  extra 
labourers  just  now  would  defeat  the  ob- 
ject which  the  hon.  Member  appears  to 
have  in  view. 

Ma.  LANE:  Might  I  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  when  he  thinks  it  will  be 
necessary  to  commence  the  workshops  ? 

Mr.  R.  W.  duff  :  I  think  the  erec- 
tion of  the  workshops  will  have  to  be 
delayed  till  the  Dockyard  is  completed. 

Mr.  LAN£  :  Might  I  ask  what  time 
the  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  the  work 
will  be  completed,  considering  that  it 
has  now  been  22  years  in  progress  ? 

Mr.  B.  W.  duff  :  I  think  the  work 
will  be  completed  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year. 


Mb.  8PEAKEB:  The  question  of 
salary  does  not  arise  out  of  the  cost  for 
telegrams. 

FRANCE  AND  MADAOASOAB— THE 

TREATY. 

Mr.  M'ABTHUR  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  received  the  full  Malagasy  text  of 
the  Treaty  lately  concluded  between 
France  and  Madagascar;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  lay  that  document,  to- 
gether with  a  translation,  on  the  Table 
of  the  House,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible  ? 

Sir  ROBERT  FOWLER  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  the  new  Treaty  con- 
cluded between  France  and  Madagascar 
will  in  any  way  change  the  relations  of 
England,  Germany,  Italy,  and  the  United 
States  with  the  Malagasy  Government, 
er  otherwise  affect  the  existing  Treaties 
between  those  Powers  and  the  Queen  of 
Madagascar? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Brtce)  :  The  French  text 
of  the  Treaty,  as  it  has  been  published 
in  the  Yellow  Book  laid  before  the 
French  Chamber,  has  been  received 
from  Lord  Lyons,  and  will  be  laid  on 
the  Table;  but  neither  the  Malagasy 
text  nor  a  translation  of  it  has  as  yet 
been  received.  In  reply  to  the  Question 
of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
City  of  London,  I  may  now  state  that 
by  that  Treaty  the  relations  with  Mada- 
gascar of  the  Powers  named  will  be  so 
tar  changed  by  Articles  1  and  2  of  the 
Treaty  as  to  give  to  France  the  right 
of  representing  Madagascar  in  all  its 
foreign  relations  throuffh  a  Resident 
appointed  by  the  Frenui  Government. 
Distinct  assurances  have  been  given  by 
France  to  the  Powers  that  the  Treaty 
will  make  no  change  in  their  existing 
Treaties  with  Madagascar. 

NAVY— HAULBOWLINE    DOCK   (CORK 

HARBOUR). 
Mr.  lane  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  At  what  date  the  con- 
struction of  the  Royal  Dock  at  Haul- 
bowline  was  commenced ;  what  was  the 
total  amount  of  expenditure  on  the 
work  up  to  the  8 1st  December  1885 ; 
what  was  the  original  estimated  cost ; 
whether  the  plans  provided  for  the  erec- 
tion of   suitable  workshops  connected 


FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRE- 
LAND)  —  WORKS  AT  KILLERDCFF 
AND  POLNAMUCK,  CO.  MATO. 

Mr.  CRILLY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  early  in  1885, 
the  Irish  Piers  and  Harbours  Oonunis- 
sioners  made  grants  of  £1,250  and 
£400  for  the  construction  respectively 
of  a  boat-»lip  and  breakwater  at  Killer- 
duff,  and  of  an  inclined  approach  to 
the  landing  place  at  Polnamuck,  both 
in  the  parish  of  Ballyosstle,  county 
Mayo;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  al- 
though neariy  a  year  has  expirsd^  ths 
Boa^l  of  Works  in  Ireland  haa  not  as 
yet  even  oommeneed  the  oonstroolioii  of 
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the  works  ia  quettion ;  And,  wbother,  if 
tb«  faofs  b«  at  slatad,  ha,  in  Tiaw  of  th« 
t«*rer«  di»tr«M  oiUting  on  the  W«*«t«ro 
roati,  will  n«6  his  ixiflotiic(%  as  Prest* 
dMit  of  the  Board  of  Works,  to  hasten 
the  bagtnning  of  thssa  undertakings, 
which  would,  by  proriding  looal  labour, 
r^liere  local  dintrMS.  and  which  would, 
when  th«»j  were  finished,  advance  the 
interest  and  protect  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty <if  the  local  fithormen  f 

TusriilEF8K(;R£TARY(MrJoDH 
Moulky)  :  The  hon.  Member,  in  do* 
a^ribing  mo  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Work*,  inrestt  mo  with  a  responsibility 
which  I  do  not  possess.  That  iXepart- 
ment  is  under  the  oontrol  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  not  of  th«  Irish  Qoremment 
Howevor,  the  lioard  hate  furnished  me 
with  a  Report,  tn>m  which  it  appears 
that  the  recommendations  of  the  Piers 
and  Uarbours  Commissioners  in  these 
casse  were  made,  not  early  in  1885,  but 
in  the  month  of  July  last,  and  that  the 
working  plans  and  necessary  legal  pre- 
liminaries were  not  complettnl  till  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  rear.  There  will 
bo  no  unnecessary  delay  in  boj^inntng 
work.  I  am  gUd  to  be  able  to  add 
that,  in  view  of  the  ezinting  distrcM, 
the  Board  have  departed  from  the 
tt«ual  counk*  of  calling  for  tenders,  and 
have  ordered  that,  tn  17  caies,  the 
works  shall  be  exnruted  bv  day-labour, 
under  the  suporvision  of  their  own 
<»fllcer«. 


TUB    ADMIRALTY  — NAVAL 
PKN»IONH. 

CxrrkiJf  PRICE  asked  the  SecreUry 
to  the  Admiralty.  Whether,  having  re- 
gard to  the  difficulty  in  providing  (vreen - 
virh  Hospital  pensions  for  the  sged 
Beamen  and  Marines  who  an«  eligible 
f(»r  them,  the  Admiralty  will  abstain 
frum  bestowing  tho  pension  of  £150  a 
}i*ar,  frc<Kl  bv  the  death  of  th«»  late 
Admiral  Morsbead,  upon  another  Flag 
l»fficer? 

Tni  I/>RI>  or  mc  ADMIRALTT 
Ifr.  R.  W.  Drrr, :  There  \n  no  inten- 
tion to  deprive  officers  of  th^tr  share  of 
Greenwich  Ilospiul  funds.  This  share 
is  a  small  one,  offif^rs  and  their  rela- 
tives n^^iving  betwe<>n  £8.000  and 
£f,000  a  year;  while  seamen,  marines, 
their  children,  and  relatives  receive 
£H5.000  a  year  from  the  f^ds  of  the 
diarity. 


I*4)LI(*S  ftCPEttANXrATION  AND 
PENSIONS  HILL. 

flia  HENRY  SELWINMBBETSON 
asked  the  Secretary  of  Sute  for  the 
Home  Department,  If  it  is  his  intention 
to  introduce  the  Police  Superannuation 
and  Pensions  Bill  of  the  last  LilM*ral 
Government  during  the  present  Session  f 

Tua  SKORETAHY  or  STATE  Mr. 
CiiiLDESs):  I  have  to  reply  that  the 
Govern m(*nt  are  btill  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  this  Bill,  which  they  have 
supported  for  the  last  throe  years.  I 
therefore  hoT>e  to  be  able  to  re- introduce 
a  measure  dealing  with  this  subject  ; 
but  thero  are  certain  details  in  the  Bill 
of  last  year  which  will  have  to  ba  re- 
considered. 

DIOTUKBAKCES  IK  THE  METBOPOUS- 
COMPENSATION. 

Ma.  W.  H.  SMITH  asked  the  Seere- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Homo  Department, 
If  ho  will  indicate  the  mode  by  which 
compensation  will  be  made  to  the  tradea- 
men  who  were  sufferers  in  the  riot  of 
the  8th  instant,  for  the  destruction  and 
robberv  to  which  they  wore  exposed  from 
no  fault  of  their  own  ? 

TuE  SECUKTARY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
("ittLDXBii  :  In  reply  to  the  right  bon. 
Gentlemon,  I  have  to  say  that  a  Bill  has 
been  drafted,  and  will  be  introduced 
immediately,  enacting  that  snoh  com- 
pensation as  seems  just  shall  be  provided 
out  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Fund  to 
those  who  have  suffered  loss  through  tha 
rioU  on  the  Sth  uf  February.  The 
various  claims  will  be  inquired  into  by 
the  Receiver  of  Police ;  and  in  the  avent 
of  dispute  an  arbitrator  will  ba  ap- 
pointed to  decide  upon  the  olaima.  I 
nope  to  ba  able  to  introduce  the  Bill  to- 
morrow* 

Ma.  MAONIAC  asked,  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  include  in 
the  Bill  the  case  of  persons  whose  pro- 
p4ifrty  was  destroyed  at  the  lata  General 
Election  ? 

Ma.  cniLDERS:  No,  Sir;  it  is  not 
our  intention  to  do  so. 

UAEB4IUE   ACO»MMOI>ATION    vNOETII 
OK  WXiTLAND;. 

Da.  R.  M'lHlNALD  asked  the  Prerf- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  If  any  in- 
quiry has  taken  piaea  oo  tha  subjeet^of 
aaw  and  improved  harboai  ^ 
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tion  for  the  islands  of  Lewis  and  Bkye, 
and  for  the  Highlands  generally ;  and, 
if  so,  when  may  the  House  hope  to  have 
a  report  thereof,  and  hear  the  intentions 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
euhjeot? 

Tbe  SEOEETABY  to  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  0.  T.  D.  Aclaot)  :  No 
inquiry  has  heen  made  on  the  sohject 
of  harbour  accommodation  since  the 
general  inquiry  made  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment by  the  Select  Committee  presided 
over  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Berwickshire  (Mr.  Marjoribanks). 

SCOTLAND-ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUS- 
TICE IN  THE  HIGHLANDS  AND 
ISLANDS. 

Db.  R.  M'DONALD  asked  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  If  the  Government  will 
adTise  Her  Majesty  to  appoint  a  Royal 
Oommission  or  Select  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  administration  of  justice 
in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scot- 
land? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  :  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
Ooyemment  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to 
appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  this  matter,  no  sufficient  cause  for 
it  having  heen  shown.  I  would  remind 
the  hon.  Memher  that  in  tbe  Report 
of  the  Crofters'  Commission,  1884,  there 
was  a  passage  which  deals  with  this 
matter,  and  which  has  been  fully  kept 
in  view. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (SCOTLAND)  —  MR. 
WILLIAM  IVORY,  SHERIFF  OF  INVER- 
NESS-SHIRE. 

Dr.  R.  MCDONALD  asked  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  If  any  inquiry  has  been 
made  into  the  circumstances  connected 
with^  the  alleged  illegal  demands  of 
Sheriff  Ivory,  of  Inverness-shire,  to  have 
the  contents  of  private  telegrams  dis- 
closed to  him;  and,  if  so,  will  tbe 
papers  and  memoranda  in  reference 
thereto  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House? 

Tm  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfocb)  :  I  will  refer  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  the  answer  given  by  the  then 
Postmaster  General  and  myself  on  the 
8th  of  June,  1885,  on  this  subject,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  we  did  not 
consider  there  was  ground  for  further 
inquiry  beyond  what  was  then  made ; 
and  also  to  a  statement  made  in  this 

Dr.  B.  M^DmU 


House  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  late  Government  on  10th  Julj 
last,  in  which  he  said  that  *'no  new 
information  having  reached  the  present 
Government,  the  Secretary  of  Stote  did 
not  see  any  ground  for  re-opening  the 
case."  Nothing  has  since  occurred  to 
alter  the  views  thus  expressed  on  the 
part  of  two  successive  Govemmento.  I 
believe  that  there  are  various  documento 
which  have  been  called  affidavito  con- 
nected with  the  case. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  OFFICERS— THE  SER- 
YIAN  AND  BULGARIAN  CAMPAIGN. 

Sir  TREVOR  LAWRENCE  asked 
the  Secretary  of  Stete  for  War,  Whether 
any  officers  of  the  Army  Medical  Service 
have  been  sent  to  report  upon  the 
surgical  treatment  of  the  wounaed,  and 
the  working  of  the  field  hospitals,  in  the 
recent  Servian  and  Bulgarian  War ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  their  Keport  will  be 
published  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Campbell  -  Bavnerkak)  :  No  British 
medical  officers  have  been  sent  to  report 
on  the  campaign  between  Servia  and 
Bulgaria. 

POST  OFFICE -THE  UNIVERSITIES. 

Mb.  SHIRLEY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  tbe  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the  fact 
that  the  Post  Office  Authorities  have  in- 
terfered with  the  long-continued  prac- 
tice of  the  colleges  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge to  send  messages  within  their 
localities  respectively ;  and,  if  so,  whe- 
ther there  is  any,  and  what,  justification, 
for  the  interference  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
STJRY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb)  :  The  atton- 
tion  of  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  having 
been  called  to  certain  private  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Colleges  for  the  eol- 
lection  and  delivery  of  Tetters  in  their 
respective  localities,  he  was  advised  that 
these  arrangements  were  illegal,  as  being 
an  infringement  of  the  exclusive  pri- 
vilege of  canning  letters  by  pest  con- 
ferred on  him  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
It  was,  therefore,  incumbent  upon  tlie 
Postmaster  General  to  inform  the  Col- 
lege authorities  to  that  effect,  and  to 
request  that  the  arrangemento  objected 
to  might  I  e  discontinued.  I  am  hapny 
to  say  that  the  Postmaster  Genem's 
representations  were  received  in  the 
spirit  which  might  have  been  expected 
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in  !&•  l#ftni«d  bodies  to  which  thoj  were 
•ddreeeed,  aod  elepe  have  been  taken 
to  |rat  an  end  to  the  practieee  to  which 
objection  was  made. 

Ma.  RAIKK8  gare  Notice  that  he 
would,  at  an  early  date,  aek  the  hon. 
(Gentleman  what  Act  of  Parliamont  con- 
leered  the  priTilege  to  which  he  had 
referred  r 

ARICT--THB  SOCDAK  rAUPAION^THB 
ROTAL  IRISH  REGIUKNT. 

Sim  HERBERT  MAXWELL  aeked 
the  S^cretarj  of  8Ute  for  War»  Whether 
it  it  intcodod  to  giTc  anj  special  recog- 
nition to  the  Royal  Irish  Kegixnent  to 
c«jmmeniorate  their  march  from  Korti  to 
Uubat,  which  began  on  the  2ftth  January 
I  M\S  and  was  completed  6th  February, 
•4M*iog  that  it  was  the  only  regiment 
which  accomplinhed  it  f 

Tu  SErHETART  or  STATE  'Mr. 
CAicrastx-BAjrimMAN) :  The  Royal  Irieh 
Riwiment,  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
r«*gimente,  did  its  duty  well  in  the  course 
of  the  campaign.  It  b  not  intended  to 
gire  any  mark  of  recognition  to  the  re* 
giment,  as  the  aerricee  of  all  the  troona 
engaged  in  the  o{>erattone  were  specially 
acknowledged. 

8rm  HUMBERT  MAXWELL  asked 
if  the  regiment  had  not  performed  a 
▼ery  gallant  march  across  tbe  deeert  on 

flMlt  ? 

Ma.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN :  I 

do  not  know  about  on  foot  or  otherwise ; 
but  the  wb€>le  of  that  regiment  was  not 
engsged  in  the  operatiooA. 

tfim  HERBHKT  MAXWELL:  One 
battalion* 

IXLAXD  REVEXrB  omciALS. 

Bin  HERBERT  MAXWELL  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Eichi^quer,  Whe- 
ther any  consideration  will  be  giren  to 
the  repreeentations  made  during  the  late 
I*artiament  on  behalf  of  the  Inland  Re* 
T«noe  olRoials ;  and,  whether  the  iio* 
vemment  will  consent  to  the  apiiointment 
of  a  eottmittee  to  inquire  into  the  alleged 

TniCHANCELLORcirTiiK  EXCHE- 
QUER Sir  WuxiAM  HAac<*t  ar>  said, 
thai  this  matter  had  not  come  liefure 
him,  and  he  shoold  certainly  not  upon 
the  aame  princtptee  as  his  immediate 
Predeeeesor,  who  declined  to  re-open 
thie  qneetioa  nnlees  new  points  or  new 

biiNight  betoe  his.  Last 


December,  howerer,  it  had  been  Ibnd 
poesible,  owing  to  sarings  in  other 
Dranches  of  the  Inland  I^renne,  to  im- 
prore  very  sensibly  the  condition  of  the 
Excise  staff,  and  rapers  on  the  snbject 
would  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL  asked 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware 
that  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  had 
bound  themselres  to  aooept  the  decision 
of  any  Committee  which  might  be  ap* 
pointM  by  the  House ;  and  whether  it 
was  not  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
recollection  that  when  he  was  a  eandt* 
date  for  the  representation  of  Derby  he 
did  not  undertake  in  writing,  if  he  'Sir 
Herbert  Maxweir<  were  not  mistaken,  to 
support  a  Motion  for  inquiry  ? 

8ia  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I 
realtor  haTo  no  recollection  of  that ;  but 
candidates  and  Chancellors  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  are  very  different  persons. 

THE  LUNACY  C03mr8SIOyEB8  (CNO- 

LAKD  AND  BTOTLANDHTHX 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  theSeere* 
tary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  inconrenience  caused  by  the  delay  in 
issuing  the  Reports  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  Lunacy  Commissioners ;  whether 
it  is  the  case  that  ther  are  nerer  ready 
for  distribution  until  the  month  of 
August,  when  the  Heesion  has  ended,  or 
nevly  so,  end  that  last  year  the  Seoteh 
Report  wss  not  ready  till  Reptember; 
and,  whether  there  is  any  special  reason 
why  these  Reports,  which  are  prepared 
annually  on  set  forms  that  never  rary 
materially,  could  not  be  issued  while 
the  facts  are  f^h,  say  in  at  least  three 
or  four  months  after  the  expiration  of 
the  year  f 

Tui  8ECRETART  of  STATE  (Mr. 
CuiLDKaM; :  I  hare  been  in  commnnioa- 
tion  with  th<*  English  and  Scotch  Com- 
mi«sioners  on  the  snbject  of  the  issue  of 
their  Reports.  The  former  tell  me  that, 
owing  to  the  data  for  the  tabulation  of 
sutistics  not  being  to  hand  till  the  end 
of  March,  they  cannot  promise  an  ear- 
lier issue  of  their  full  R«ip(»rt ;  but  they 
will  undertake  to  have  n«ady  by  the 
end  of  April  for  precentation  to  Tarlia- 
ment  a  tabular  sUiement  showing  the 
total  nnmber  of  lunatics  in  various  in* 
stitntions  up  to  the  beginning  of  eich 
year.    The  SeolA  CommismoMte  tell 
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me  that  they  expect  to  be  able  to  present  I 
their  Beport  in  future  by  the  middle  of 
June. 

THE  NEW  FOREST— MUTILATION  OF 
HOLLY  TREES. 

Mr.  W.  H.  JAMES  asked  the  8e- 
cretaxy  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is 
the  fact  that  a  wholesale  mutilation  of 
large  and  ornamental  holly  trees  has 
taken  place  throughout  the  New  Forest 
during  Norember  and  December  last, 
by  cutting  off  the  heads  for  sale  with 
the  berries ;  by  whose  authority  and  by 
whom  this  has  been  done ;  what  precau- 
tions have  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
death  of  the  trees  so  mutilated ;  what  is 
the  total  amount  receivable  from  the 
sale  of  such  holly ;  and,  whether  a  Select 
Committee  of  this  House  unanimously 
recommended,  in  1875,  that  the  ancient 
ornamental  woods  and  trees  should  be 
preserved,  and  the  character  of  the 
scenery  be  maintained,  by  the  officials 
in  charge  of  the  said  Forest  ? 

Thx  SEOBETABT  to  the  TBEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb),  in  reply, 
said,  that  no  unusual  cutting  of  the  trees 
had  taken  place  during  the  last  season. 
The  cutting  was  executed  under  the 
direction  of  the  proper  authorities,  and 
as  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  trees  no 
steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  The 
amount  which  had  been  realized  from 
the  sale  of  the  cuttings  was  £142  St. 
With  reference  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Select  Oommittee  that  the  orna- 
mental trees  should  be  preserved,  they 
were  endeavouring  to  carry  it  out ;  but 
the  authorities  heA  not  the  powers  they 
required  for  the  purpose. 

ARMY  (SIDE  ARMS)— TENDERS  FOR 

SWORDS. 

Mn.  MAPPIN  asked  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  for  War,  What  steps  have  been 
taken  to  obtain  the  entire  quantity  of 
Cavalry  swords  from  manufacturers  of 
steel  cutting  tools  in  this  country ;  whe- 
ther tenders  for  the  supply  of  Cavalry 
swords  were  advertised  for  in  7hs  Tiwu» 
and  other  newspapers;  and,  whether 
applications  have  been  made  during 
1885,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  to  manu- 
facturers of  steel  cutting  tools  in  Eng* 
land,  and  how  many  such  applieations 
were  made  and  sent  to  Sheffield,  Bir- 
mingham, or  other  towns  in 
eoontrjf 

Jlr.  ChOdcn 


Tn  SXTBYETOB  GENERAL  or 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Woodazx)  :  No  steps 
were  taken  to  invite  the  manufacturers 
of  steel  cuttinff  tools  to  tender  for  the 
Bupplv  of  swords.  The  sword  of  1885, 
introduced  upon  the  Report  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  which  the  hon.  Oentleman  was 
a  Member,  has  to  sustain  a  test  in  ad- 
vance of  any  to  which  swords  had 
hitherto  been  subjected  by  the  War  De- 
partment; and  it  was  not  oonsidered 
probable  that  weapons  which  would 
stand  such  a  test  could  be  produced  in 
sufficient  numbers  by  firms  which  had 
never  made  swords.  For  what  were  re- 
garded as  sufficient  reasons,  it  was  not 
uiought  advisable  to  advertise  the  re- 
quirements; but  the  Department  will 
gladly  welcome  any  desire  of  English 
manufacturers  to  address  themselvel  to 
the  task  of  producing  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  swords  from  time  to  time  re- 
quired ;  and  if  my  hon.  Friend  will  con- 
fer witJi  me  on  the  subject  I  will 
undertake  to  afford  him  all  reasonable 
facilities  and  encouragement. 

CHURCH    OF     ENGLAND  —  COXWOLD 

RECTORY  AND  TRINITT  COLLEGE, 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Sta  ROBERTA  EEL  asked  the  Senior 
Member  for  Cambridge  IJniveraityy 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  under  a  grant 
of  Henry  YIII.  and  after  the  dissolution 
of  the  Monastery  at  Newburgh,  the 
Bectory  of  Cozwold,  Yorkshire,  which 
had  belonged  to  that  Monastery,  was 
given  to  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
under  the  sacred  obligation  of  providing 
for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  parishioners ; 
whether  the  present  state  of  things  as 
between  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
and  the  parish  of  Cozwoid  is  as  follows : 
Trinity  College  is  possessed  of  the  Rec- 
tory, which  comprises  the  whole  eccle- 
siastical revenues  of  the  perish,  of  the 
annual  value  of  £1,678  18f.  Sd.  com- 
muted rent-char^,  under  the  sacred  ob» 
ligation  of  providing  for  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  people  of  theparishi  whioh 
obligation  the  College  disonarges  by  the 
annual  money  pajrment  of  £30,  there 
being  no  parsonage  house  in  the  parish, 
no  glebe  land,  and  no  other  endowment 
except  £20  per  annum  from  the  Oover^ 
nors  of  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  while  the 
parish  is  so  extensive  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  one  dergjrman  properly  to  dis- 
charge his  duties  without  sssistsnee ; 
and|  whether  steps  cannot  be  taken  with* 
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oQl  dtlay  to  pal  an  ond  to  th*  neglaoioii 
th«  iMVt  of  Trtoitj  College  to  tttlfil  tho 
obligatiofw  ftee»ptod  by  the  CoUege 
when  it  beoune  poMMted  of  the  wholo 
rerlMtMtical  roTODuat  of  the  parish  of 
Cox  wold  ? 

Mk«  speaker  :  I  am  Tory  •orry  to 
have  to  point  out  to  tho  right  hon.  Baro- 
net that  andor  the  Kulaa  of  tha  Uouso 
he  IS  not  entitltnl  to  put  a  Uueetion  to 
an  hon.  Membor  who  in  not  in  an  official 
ooMCion* 

8im  ROBERT  PEEL :  If  ay  I  be  al- 
lowed  to  eay  that  I  have  bronght  the 
oate  under  the  notice  of  tho  Eedeeiaa- 
tical  Oommieeionort ;  but  they  deeline  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  eo  groee  a  oaee. 
My  object  in  putting  the  Question  upon 
the  Paper  was  to  obtain  a  oonfirmation 
of  the  n^port  ae  to  the  »tato  t>f  the  oaao. 

Ma.  SPEAKER :  I  am  afraid  that  it 
ta  not  in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of 
this  House  to  put  a  Question  of  this 
nature  to  a  prirate  Member. 

8ia  ROBERT  PEEL:  In  oonseouence 
of  your  ruling,  Sir,  I  bo^to  give  Notice 
that  on  g«nng  into  Committee  of  Hupphr 
I  will  cttll  attention  to  the  matter  which 
fonns  the  subjsct  of  my  Notice,  and  will 
more  a  Resolution. 

ABMT    (AUXILIARY    P<>RCEa)-MAJOR 
KRRR,  CAVAK  MIMTU. 

Ma,  IIAYDEX  asked  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  the  authori- 
ti«*e  intend  rettriof^  Major  Kerr,  of  tho 
C^avan  Militia,  a*  bciog  beyond  the  limit 
of  age  and  norrice  ? 

TuE  SECKETART  or  PTATE  ^Mr. 
C4MrBSLX^BAsrxsaif AST / :  Thttofficerhas 
nut  yet  attained  an  age  at  which  he 
woaM,  under  existing  Regulations,  be 
compolsorily  retired. 

Mn.  nAYDEX  asked  the  SocreUry 
of  Sute  for  War,  What  number  of  re- 
cruits has  the  Adjutant  of  tho  Caran 
Militia  MHTured  since  the  last  training  of 
the  rs^ment  ? 

Ttti  SECRETARY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
rAxmsix  •  BAsrnaMAir)  :  35  for  the 
Army,  and  56  for  the  Militia,  since  the 
Itlof  July,  1S55. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELANn)-Oin*.D00R 

REUEF. 

Mm.  D WTER  GRAY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lofd  Lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land,  as  Pvesident  of  the  Irish  Local 
Qofvanunanl  Board,  If  any  oiiealar  will 


I  be  issued  to  loeal  authorities  in  Iralaad 
relative  to  out-door  relief  similar  lo  that 
j  reesntly  issued  by  the  English  Local 
Qovemment  Boara;  and,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  distress  and  want  of  employ- 
ment  in  Ireland,  local  authoritiea  will 
be  p4'rmittod  to  grant  out-door  relief 
thereon  similar  conditions  to  those  upon 
which  it  may  be  granted  in  England  f 

Titi  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
JoHjr  MosLKY) :  The  Irish  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  have  alreadv  much  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  the  prevail- 
ing distress,  from  communications  made 
to  them  bv  Boards  of  Guardians  and 
others,  and  f^m  the  Reports  of  their 
Inspectors,  and  they  do  not  think  it 
neoeesary,  at  present,  to  i^sne  a  Circular. 
The  hon.  Member  is  no  doubt  aware 
that,  under  eiitting  powers,  out-door 
relief  cannot  be  afforded  to  able-bodied 
men  while  there  is  room  in  the  work- 
house ;  but,  as  I  have  previously  stated, 
Uie  situation  is  most  oareftilly  watched, 
and  we  diall  not  hesitate  to  ask  for 
farther  powers  if  the  necessity  should 
unfortunataly  arise. 

IKLAKB  REYENUK-THB  IKOOMB 

TAX. 

Ma.  D^VYER  GRAY  asked  the  Se- 
cretar^  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  any 
directions  have  lately  been  given  for  the 
more  rigid  exaction  or  more  prompt 
collection  of  the  Income  Tax  f 

Tub  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  I  Mr.  U.  II.  FowLxm) :  In  reply 
to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member,  I 
have  to  inform  him  that  no  instructions 
havo  been  given  for  the  more  rigid 
exaction  or  more  prompt  collection  of 
the  Income  Tax  by  the  Treasury.  The 
preparation  of  the  terminal  aseessments 
for  18B5-6,  however,  caused  some  delay 
in  the  commenoement  of  the  collection 
of  the  tax,  which  was  due  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  Januarv  last;  and  that  has 
nect^Asitated  at  this  moment  greater 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  collectors  to 
enablo  them  to  collect  the  amount  proper 
for  the  current  financial  year  before  the 
31st  March  next 

IKLAXn  BEVENCB-STAMrED  KEWB- 
PAPER  WRAPPERS, 

Ma,  DWYER  (rRAYcre'-ad  the  Fi- 
nancial Seeretaiy  U  the  prteent  S^UTb^* 
ther,  np  lo  a  sou*  the  question  of  the 
for  impressed  Hner  Burmah,  and  if 
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Stpen  waa  stamped  at  the  Ooatom 
ouse,  Dublin ;  wnether  a  new  regula- 
tion was  then  made  requiring  all  such 
paper  to  be  sent  to  Somerset  House, 
London,  to  be  stamped,  but  the  Govern- 
ment paying  the  co6t  of  carriage ;  whe- 
ther recentiy,  still  another  regulation  has 
been  made  requiring  the  newspapers  to 
pay  the  carriage  to  and  from  Xondon : 
whether  the  receipts  for  the  goods  are 
still  required  to  be  sent  to  the  Custom 
House,  Dublin ;  and,  what  reasons  have 
influenced  the  (Government  in  making 
these  changes? 

Thb  SEOTtETAEY  to  thb  TEEA- 
8TJEY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb)  :  I  have,  in 
reply  to  the  Question,  to  say  that  news- 
paper wrappers,  which  it  is  supposed  is 
the  meaning  of  "paper  for  impressed 
stamps,"  have  never  been  stamped  in 
Dublin,  and  no  new  regulation  requiring 
each  wrapper  to  be  sent  to  London  has 
oonsequenUy  been  made.  Eormerly  the 
carriage  of  the  paper  wrappers  sent  up 
to  London  to  be  stamped  was  paid  by 
the  Government ;  but  from  motives  of 
public  economy  the  Board  of  Inland 
Kevenuo  now  expect  newspaper  pro- 
prietors in  all  parts  of  the  £in^om  to 
pay  the  carriage  of  wrappers  which  they 
send  up  to  be  impressed  for  their  own 
convenience.  Beceipts  will  be  required 
at  the  Custom  House,  Dublin. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS  (IRELAND)— THE 
RESIDENT  MEDICAL  SUPERINTEN- 
DENT,  LETTERKENNT  ASYLUM. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that,  on  the  28th  April  1885,  in  reply  to 
an  inquiry  by  William  Feny,  the  resi- 
dent medical  superintendent  of  the  Let- 
terkenny  Lunatic  Asylum  stated  that 
John  Feny,  an  inmate,  ''  was  not  im- 
proving in  the  state  of  his  mind,  but 
that  his  bodily  health  is  good;"  whe- 
ther, in  reply  to  a  further  application, 
William  Feny  was  informed,  by  the 
same  official,  on  the  20th  August  1885, 
that  his  son  John  had  died  on  the  14th 
July  1884  ;  and^  whether  he  will  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  case  ? 

Thk  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
JoHR  Morlby)  :  Some  confusion  appears 
to  have  arisen  from  the  fact  that  there 
were  tw«m  how  ^of  the  same  name  at 
there  made  and  senc^ylum. 
mingham,  or  other  NNOR:  Will  the 
coontrjf  quire  gentrally 

Mr.  CMderi 


into  the  condition  of  the  persons  in  this 
asylum,  and  the  number  of  deaths  ? 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLET  was  understood 
to  reply  in  the  affirmative. 

THE  tSEED  RATE  (IRELAND). 

Mb.  FOLEY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lreland^ 
Whether,  under  the  existing  distress 
which  prevails  along  the  Gonnemara 
coast,  the  Government  will  prevent  un- 
due pressure  being  exercised  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  seed  rate  in  that  district, 
and  will  also  give  immediate  instruc- 
tions that  the  works  which  have  been 
discontinued  at  the  Bunowen  Pier  be  at 
once  resumed,  with  the  view  of  miti- 
gating to  some  extent  the  prevailing  dis- 
tress r 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
John  Moblet):  As  I  have  already 
stated  in  reply  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Oalway,  I  hope 
shortly  to  be  in  a  position  to  make  an 
announcement  of  our  intentions  with  re- 
spect to  the  seed  rate.  The  Board  of 
Works  inform  me  that  work  has  not 
been  suspended  at  the  pier  at  Bunowen. 
On  the  contrary,  directions  were  given  on 
the  22nd  instant  for  additional  men  to 
be  employed  on  it. 

FRANCE  AND  CHINA— THE  RECENT 

TREATY. 

Mb.  MAONIAC  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  Treaty  lately  made  by  the 
French  Government  with  China  pur- 
ports to  confer  any  exclusive  privilege 
upon  French  subjects,  in  place  of  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  the  Treaty  of 
Loid  Elgin,  under  which  eaual  rights 
were  stipulated  for  the  subjects  of  all 
nations ;  whether  the  (Government  have 
made  or  will  make  endeavours  to  Mocure 
the  like  privileges,  if  any,  for  British 
subjects;  and,  with  an  authenticated 
Copy  of  the  Franoo-Chineae  Treaty  will 
bo  communicated  to  the  House  ? 

The  under  SECBETABY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bbtce)  :  I  bee  to  thank  my 
hon.  Friend  for  having  held  this  Ques- 
tion over  from  last  week,  at  my  request^ 
and  perhaps  the  House  will  allow  me  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  sayine  that  it 
would  be  not  merely  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Foreign  Office,  but  for  that  of  the 
pablio  service  and  hon.  Membeis  them- 
•elvesi  if  in  ftttnrey  whsn  posttUe,  they 
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MOM,  to  the  War  Department  and  the 
rofft  Office  bj  the  quarterly  inttead  of 
monthly  parment  of  p^^niiona;  and  it 
would  require  strong  e?idff>nce  of  inoon- 
Tonienre  or  hardthip  to  juatiiy  a  rerer- 
aton  to  the  fonnor  system. 

COLLEOTATE    APPOIKTMENTB   (SOOT- 

LAND). 

Ha.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  asked 
the  RM}retary  for  Seotland,  What  course 
the  Government  intend  to  take  with  re- 
spoct  to  the  two  Taoant  Princtnalshipa 
and  the  varant  IVi>fi»«f»orship  in  tne  Uni- 
versity of  8t.  Andrews? 

The  8ECRCTARY  rtm  SCOTLAND 
Mr.  TnETELYAN'  :  Tho  Government 
hope,  in  a  few  days,  to  fill  up  the  Prin- 
cipaUhip  of  tho  United  College  of  8t. 
Salvator  and  8t.  Leonard  and  the 
I'hysiologioal  Chair  at  Aberdeen.  With 
regard  to  the  Principalship  of  8t.  Mary's 
College  and  tho  vacant  Divinity  Pro- 
fessornhip,  to  which  it  has  been  attached, 
the  Government  are  considering  the 
obligations  under  which  they  are  laid 
bv  th4<  Report  of  the  Itoval  Commission 
of  IH78  and  their  legsJ  position  with 
regard  to  the  recommendations  of  that 
Report. 

ARyY-REPi)RT  OP  THE  INSPECTOR 
(GENERAL  OF  RKCUUlTINa. 

8ia  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  Sute  for  War,  Whether 
he  will  take  care  that  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  In«]HM^tor  General  of  Re- 
cruiting, and  also  the  Preliminary 
Return  of  tho  British  Army  ^preaonied 
last  year  on  the  IHth  of  April),  may 
both  be  presenttKi  before  tho  disouaston 
on  the  Army  EAtimat«-s  is  taken  ? 

Tan  SECRETARY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
CAnrBBix-BAXimiiAX; :  I  hope  to  pre 
sent  the  Report  of  the  InsfM^ctor  Gene- 
ral of  Recruiting  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days.  With  n^gard  to  the  preliminary 
general  Annual  Return,  I  will  do  my 
bent  to  hasten  its  completion  ;  but  I  can- 
not at  preeent  make  any  promise*  on  the 

SUbjt>ct. 

ANNKXATIOK  OF  TPPER  BURMAH. 

Hia  GKoR(}E  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If 
the  Council  of  India  were  consulted 
either  by  the  late  or  the  present  Smto- 
tary  of  State  on  the  qoeation  of  the 
aaaesalion  of  Upper  Burmah,  and  if 
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would  be  kind  enough  to  give  two  or 
three  davs'  Notice  of  Questions  wh!ch 
refer  to  the  Foreign  OfBce,  because  it  is 
often  nec<«ssary  to  send  telegrams  abroad 
and  make  extensive  researches  at  the 
Foreign  Office  itself,  which  necessarily 
take  some  time,  in  oider  to  answer  their 
Uueations  In  answer  to  my  hon. 
Friend  I  have  to  say  that  there  will  be 
no  objection  to  laying  at  once  before 
Parliament  the  text  of  the  Franco- 
Chinese  Treaty,  which  has  already  been 
published  in  raris.  Meanwhile  I  may 
st«t4»  that  permission  to  trade  across  the 
land  frontier  of  Tonquin  at  certain  fixed 
points  and  toestablish  Consuls  is  granted 
to  French  subiec^ts;  but  the  conditions 
onder  which  tho  trade  is  to  Ite  carried 
on  are  to  be  defined  in  special  regula- 
tions which  are  now  being  negotiat<»d  in 
(*hina.  The  Article  in  regard  to  the 
<«>n«trurtion  of  railways  by  French  as- 
sistance stipulates  that  no  exclusive 
priviIt>go  is  t>  be  con*ititutt^J  in  favour 
of  Franco.  llur  Majesty^s  (^hargt' 
d* Affaires  in  China  was  re{>eatedly  in- 
strut  t«<d,  at  the  time  when  the  Treaty 
wa«  b4*ing  negotiated,  to  claim  for  this 
country,  under  the  Mt>!»t-  Favour^  Nation 
Clauv»  of  our  Treaty,  any  such  sp4*cial 
pririlegos  as  might  be  grant («d  to  French 
aubjcrt«.  He  has  made  representations 
aivifiltnglji,  and  is  continuing  to  pay 
oTrry  attention  to  the  negotiations, 
whil  h  ar«  «till  g'ting  on,  with  a  view  to 
s**  ure  ISntiih  subjects  any  impn)ved 
fs<  ilities  whii  h  theno  new  regulstiuns 
miy  contain.  Papers  on  tho  subject  will 
)m»  prvjiarisl  and  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  as  ivton  a«  possible. 

AUMV-  I'AYMKNT  oK  PENSIONS. 

Ma.  i\  H,  WILSON  aiikiKi  the  StHrre- 
tary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  evils  and  inconveni«*nee« 
n<«uhing  fn>m  paying  the  Army  Pen- 
aioners  quart <»rly,  ana  whether  lio  wtU 
eonsider  the  desirability  of  paying  them 
at  shorter  intonrsN,  say  every  month  ? 

Tb«  FIXAXt^lAL  8E<^RCTARY. 
WAR  DEPARTMKNT  'Mr.  HLaataT 
Gi.it»vrojir):  It  is  b4*lieved  that  the 
great  majority  of  pensioners  themsolres 
prefer  the  pre^tent  system  of  quarterly 
payments.  It  was  found  that  the  men 
were  more  apt  to  viiuander  the  monthly 
small  sum  than  they  are  to  make  away 
with  the  oHwe  appreciable  amount  re- 
eaived  quarterly.  There  is,  of  course,  a 
saving  la  labc«r,  and  tbereforo  ia  •>• 
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they  were  agreed  in  advising  that  the 
interests  of  India  demanded  the  annexa- 
tion of  that  Country;  or,  if  not,  who 
were  the  advisers  of  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  who  expressed  that  opinion  ? 

The  under  SEOEETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  Uohtred  Kay-Shuttle- 
wobth)  :  The  orders  on  the  subject  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  were 
given  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
under  the  special  powers  by  which  the 
Secretary  of  State  can  deal  with  certain 
questions  without  submitting  them  to 
the  Council.  With  regsrd  to  any  other 
advisers,  I  must  refer  him  to  the  late 
Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  if 
they  were  to  understand  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  India  had  not  been  consulted  by 
either  the  late  or  the  present  Indian 
Secretary  ? 

Sir  UGHTRED  KAY-SHUTTLE- 
WORTH  said,  he  had  already  answered 
the  Question  in  regard  to  the  late  Se- 
cretary of  State.  As  to  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  he  reminded  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  annexation  took 
place  before  he  came  into  Office. 

ALLOTMENTS  AND  SMALL  HOLDINGS— 
THE  RETURN. 

Mr.  henry  TOLLEMACHE  asked 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancas- 
ter, Whether,  considering  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject,  the  Government  wiU 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  this  House  the 
Return  on  the  subject  of  Allotments  and 
Small  Holdings,  which  has  been  pro- 
mised by  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Lords  ? 

Thr  chancellor  of  thb  DUCHY 
(Mr.  Hrneage),  in  reply,  said,  the  Re- 
turn promised  by  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Council  to  the  House  of  Lords  would 
be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  of 
Commons  also. 

POST    OFFICE  —  PARCELS    POST    BE- 
TWEEN FRANCE  AND  ENGLAND. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Is  the  Postmaster  General  taking  any 
further  steps  to  induce  the  French  Oo- 
vemment  to  '  complete  the  connecting 
link  for  the  parcels  post  between  France 
and  England,  the  system  being  in  opera- 
tion in  the  two  countries  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
8UBY    (Mr.    H.   H.   Fowlsb):    The 

Sir  Bewrge  CamfMt 


Postmaster  Oeneral  is  in  active  oomma- 
nioation  with  the  French  Postal  Admi- 
nistration as  to  the  proposed  Parcels 
Post  between  this  country  and  France. 
Some  questions  of  difficulty  have  pre- 
sented themselves,  which,  however,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  shortly  adjusted.  In 
any  event,  before  a  Parcel  Post  Conven- 
tion can  bo  brought  into  operation  it 
will  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  French 
Chambers  for  ratification. 

POLLUTION  OF  THE  THAMES— REPORT 
OF  THE  ROYAL  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  take  efficient  steps  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Pollution  of 
the  Thames  by  the  outfalls  at  Barking 
Creek  and  Crossness  ? 

Tde  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childers)  :  This  question  has  been  re* 
peatedly  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board,  who  have  charge  of 
the  sewerage  of  London.  They  have  not 
yet  finally  reported  to  me  their  conclu- 
sions ;  but  I  will  press  the  Board  for  an 
early  answer. 

Mr.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware 
that  6,000  tons  of  liquid  muck  were 
emptied  into  the  Thames  every  day  at 
these  points  ? 

Mr.  CHILDERS  said,  that  was  a 
calculation  he  should  be  slow  to  accept 
the  responsibility  for ;  but  there  was  no 
question  that  the  subject  was  a  serious 
one. 

METROPOLIS  ~  REORGANIZATION    OF 

THE  POLICE. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
If  he  will  now  say  in  what  way  he  pro- 
poses to  make  the  further  inquiry  into 
the  organisation  of  the  Police  Force  of 
the  Metropolis,  which  he  states  his  in- 
tention to  undertake ;  and,  whether  he 
will  engage  that  no  such  steps  shall  be 
taken  until  the  House  has  had  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  an  opinion  on  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  now  in  the 
hands  of  Members  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Ohtldbbs):  I  propoee  to  make  my  in« 
quiry  into  the  organization  of  the  Polioo 
Force  by  meant  of  a  Departmental  Oom* 
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mitUa,  OTftr  which  I  shall  mjMlf  pr»-  f 
fttdo.  l^'Oh!*'  M^  «  Uu^M.]  Ym;  I  I 
am  rMponubla  for  tho  organization,  and 
I  aa  not  going  to  throw  tho  rei^ponsi- 
btiitj  upon  oth»n.  I  have  not  Hnallj 
af»ttlad  th<i  namaa  of  the  Commit  ten ; 
but»  in  all  probability,  whoovor  ma^  be 
the  new  <'*liief  rommiMionor  will  be  one. 
I  al*o  hope  to  ha?e  the  ataintanco  of 
Mr.  Pemberton,  now  AAHt<«tani  Und^^r 
S4s*r«*tarr  at  the  Home  Otlit'e,  and  long 
a  Member  of  thin  IIou>«e,  and  of  Mr. 
IVnnefather,  whose  financial  ex]>orionco 
in  pottce  matters  will  be  of  groat  S4*r?it*e 
to  me.  Perhape  I  may  be  allowed  to 
sar,  when  on  the  point  of  iostituting 
this  inquiry,  how  much  I  regrot  the  ab- 
sence of  the  lato  Chief  Coo^miMioner, 
Sir  Kdmund  Henderson,  who^  length- 
ened eznenen<N^  and  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  details  of  ptdice  aflmtnintration 
wimld  have  been  invaluable  upon  such 
an  inquiry.  I  am  afraid  I  do  not  quite 
vndervtand  the  words  **such  steps  in 
the  second  Question.  I  shall  ct^rtainly 
undertake  this  inquiry  without  waiting 
for  any  particular  debate  in  this  IIou»«\ 
Tt>-morrow  mr  hon.  Friend  tho  Momber 
for  Shorsditrh  (Mr.  Jami^  i>tuart)  has 
the  first  place  on  tho  Motion  for  Sup- 
ply, and  propoM*s  to  csU  attention  to 
tilts  sttbtect.  If  Notice  of  a  serious 
Motion  be  placed  upon  the  Table,  it 
will  be  sufficient  time  to  consider  whe- 
ther any  fa'^ilities  would  be  required 
f<ir  its  diiMniMion. 

Ma.  BrUDETT-COUTTS:  Mar  I 
a«k  the  right  hon.  (ientlomnn  wh«»ther, 
on  the  Motion  which  he  has  mentioned 
as  coming  on  to-morrt)W,  we  shall  have 
the  oppiirtunity  of  diwu^fting  the  H<*- 
p«irt  of  the  Spooial  Committee,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  in  this  mstter  ? 

Ma.  rillLDRKS :  The  only  answer 
I  can  gtre  is  that  the  hon.  Uentloman* 
if  he  wish«H  to  discuss  either  th«*  Rei>ort 
or  mr  conduct,  will  be  abl«»  to  do  so  on 
the  Motion  of  tho  hon.  Member  for 
Shoreiitrh. 

Ma.  LABOUCIIKHE:  Is  there  any 
o>ij««tion  to  placing 8ir  Edmund  Uender- 
si>n  oa  the  (  ommittee  ? 

Ma.  CliIU)EUS  :  It  would  hardly 
be  right  tbst  a  g«*ntleman  a  ho  has  just 
r«*tirt-«l  or  is  just  r«*tiring  from  thi* 
Poblic  8«*rvici*  sh  >uld  be  aak«Hl  to  sat  on 
theCommitt4.>e;  but  means  will  be  found, 
BO  doubt,  of  obtaining  the  adYaniage  of 
Culooal  Hsodarson's  eapsfieaoa. 


AKMT  riX)TRINO  FACTORY,  PIMUCO. 

Ma  ALDKHT  OKKY  a«k(*d  tho  Sur- 
Toyor  (it«n«*ral  of  tho  Ordnance,  Who- 
thor  it  is  the  ra^.  as  stated  in  7%#  Pait 
Mall  Gn^tu  of  F«>bruary  *i'2nd,  that  the 
wagcMi  of  tho  workwomen  em  pi  or  od  in 
tho  Aniiy  rMi>thing  Factory  at  Pimlico 
hare  bo»»n  ri»duci*J  25  pi-r  ci»iit.  in  the 
ln*»t  year  ? 

Mb.  M.\0\IA0  a^kcd  whether  it 
is  the  fart,  as  currently  reportecl,  that 
tho  wom«'n  in  the  factory  roforrcd  to 
were  working  at  ntarration  wagt^ ;  and 
whether  ho  will  gire  a  Koturn  hhowing 
the  numbor  of  workers  whone  wages 
wore  resiMTtitrelr  below  and  above  1 0«. 
per  we<«k  in  the  week  ending  Feb- 
ruary 12? 

TiiK  SrRVEYOR  GENERAL  or 
ORDNANCE  Mr.  Woonu.::  I  shall 
be  happy  to  give  the  Returns,  and  to 
include  in  them  all  the  information  I 
can.  The  statoment  referred  to  in  the 
first  Question  is  not  accurate.  The  are* 
rage  wages  of  the  women  employed  in 
the  Army  Clothing  Factory  during  1884 
amounted  to  15f.  8^.  a*wc«'k  of  actual 
earnings.  The  arerago  for  1885  was 
15i.  f*Ji/.  The  c<irro*ponding  avorago 
for  the  four  weeks  onding  February  17 
la^t  was  17«.  1)^.  Porhapti  the  nam* 
hers  at  different  rates  of  wages  will 
make  the  comparimn  more  intelligible. 
In  18Hi  and  lhH5  resp<«ctirely  there 
were  employed  in  all  1,2:)9  and  1.399 
women.  Of  these,  2;S1  and  2r)2  received 
respectively  less  than  10«.  a- week ;  759 
and  805  from  10«.  to  £1  a- week;  954 
and  291  from  20f.  to  3()f.  a* week;  and 
22  and  41  n^specttvely  over  30f.  a-week. 
I  may  add  that  certain  Memorials  and 
representations  have  been  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  concerning  the 
general  administration  of  the  clothing 
fact'>ry,  to  which  I  am  giving  my  own 
very  careful  attention. 

THE  U>KIM>X  WATER  (OMPAKIE8. 

Ma.  R«  >BS<  »N  asked  the  SecreUr^  of 

State  for  the  Home  Ivpartment,  If  it  is 
I  the  intention  of  the  Uovomment  t€>  in- 
'  tro<lure,  at  an  early  date,  a  Rill  dealing 
■with  th<»  acquisition  of  the  I/>ndon  Water 

Comiwtni«-%  so  long  l«»okod  forward  to 

by  the  po.»nlo  of  I»iidon  ? 
'      The  SErUETAHY  or  8T.\TE  ;Mr. 
I  CiituitJiv  :  I  am  fully  alive  t>  tho  great 

importance  of  this  question  ;  but  I  think 
I  the  qoeatiott  of  the  aoquisttioo  of  tho 
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London  Water  Companies'  property  can- 
not be  dissociated  from  the  larger  ques- 
tion of  the  government  of  London,  as  to 
which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  state- 
ment in  a  few  weeks. 

TRAMWAYS  AND  PUBLIC  COMPANIES 
(IRELAND)  ACT— THE  WEST  CLARE 
RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

Me.  cox  asked  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  Whether  the  Trea- 
sury, in  the  month  of  June  last,  inti- 
mated their  willingness  to  aid  under- 
takings under  the  Tramways  (Ireland) 
Act  by  loans  to  be  made  through  the 
Irish  Board  of  Works,  and  the  West 
Glare  Itailway  Company  applied  in  the 
same  month  for  a  loan  on  the  security 
of  shares  having  dividends  guaranteed 
in  perpetuity  by  the  county  of  Clare; 
has  the  granting  of  this  loan  been  de- 
layed by  the  Board  of  Works  down  to 
the  present  time,  although  the  adequacy 
of  tne  proposed  security  is  not  ques- 
tioned ;  has  the  result  of  this  delay  been 
that  the  works  of  the  Bailway  Lad  been 
partially  suspended  about  two  luonths 
ago,  by  which  several  hundred  men 
were  thrown  out  of  employment ;  whe- 
ther representations  have  reached  the 
Government  that  sreat  distress  exists  in 
the  district;  and,  whether  they  will 
cause  the  Board  of  Works  to  hasten  the 
completion  of  this  loan,  and  enable  the 
works  to  be  resumed,  which  will  give 
large  and  immediate  employment  where 
it  is  now  BO  badly  wanted  ? 

The  8ECBETARY  to  the  TEEA- 
SITRY  (Mr.  H«  H.  Fowlbb)  said,  that 
serious  legal  difficulties  had  arisen  in 
the  way  of  granting  to  the  West  Clare 
Bailway  Company  the  loan  for  which 
they  applied  on  the  security  offered  by 
them.  The  Board  of  Public  Works  had 
had  every  desire  to  facilitate  in  every 
way  in  their  power  the  advance  of  the 
loan,  in  order  that  the  works  might  not 
be  stopped,  and  that  the  railway  might 
be  completed  and  opened  for  traffic. 
Their  Surveyor  was  now  on  the  spot, 
and  it  was  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days  his  Keport  would  be  received, 
and  such  arrangements  made  as  would 
enable  the  works,  a  portion  of  which 
only  were  suspended,  to  be  resumed. 

THE  POSTAL  UNION- AUSTRALIA. 

Mb.  HENNIKEB  HEATON  asked 
lihe  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 

JKr.  Childen 


The  names  of  the  Australasian  Colonies 
that  have  declined  to  join  the  Postal 
Union ;  is  he  aware  that  French  mail 
steamers  convey  ten  centime  or  one 
penny  postal  cards  from  France  via 
Australia  to  New  Caledonia ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  take  steps  to  introduce 
penny  postal  cards  between  England 
and  Australia  in  the  interests  of  poor 
emigrants  and  their  friends  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  n.  n.  Fowler)  :  The  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  were  all  represented  at 
the  Postal  Union  Congress  which  was 
held  at  Lisbon  last  year ;  and  after  con- 
sidering the  conditions  on  which  they 
could  be  admitted  into  the  Union  they 
all  declined  to  join  for  the  present.  It 
is  true,  as  the  hon.  Member  states,  that 
postcards  can  be  forwarded  from  France 
to  New  Caledonia  for  a  postage  of  10 
centimes,  or  \d,  each.  Pending  ad- 
mission of  the  Australian  Colonies  into 
the  Postal  Union,  it  has  not  been  consi- 
dered desirable  to  extend  the  postcard 
system  from  this  country  to  Australia. 
No  such  arrangement  could  take  place 
without  the  previous  concurrence  of  the 
Colonies  concerned ;  and,  looking  at  the 
reduction  of  postage  which  would  be 
involved  by  the  introduction  of  \d, 
postcards,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that 
they  would  acquiesce  in  any  such  arrange- 
ment. 

PUBLIC  MfiETINGS-SPEECn  OF  LORD 

RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL  AT 

BELFAST. 

Mb.  NEWNES  asked  the  Secretar^ 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to 
language  used  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
on  Monday  last,  by  a  Member  of  this 
House,  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  to  the  following  effect : — 

**  In  the  north  th«  great  privilagM  jroa  ynwfw 
are  worth  defeDding,  are  worth  demoastimtiiiff 
for,  and,  by  Heaven,  it  may  be  thev  are  worth 
fiffhtinf  for.  I  do  not  myself  fear  that  eo 
heavy  a  trial  could  be  pat  upon  yon,  bnt  I 
imprets  upon  you  to  keep  the  orguiMtkm  in 
perfect  readinen ; " 

and,  whether  he  intends  to  prosecute  the 
author  of  these  words  under  the  same 
Act  which  has  been  put  in  force  with 
regard  to  the  London  Socialists  f 

The  SECRETABT  of  STATE  (Mr. 
OBn^DBEs) :  From  no  want  of  reepact  to 
the  hon.  Member  who  made  the  speech, 
b*«t  simply  from  want  of  time  on  my 
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pftft,  I  hare  not  pro|)orlj  read  that  spooch  I  Ironmongtm'  Comikaoj,  and  other  Lon- 
ft«>  as  to  appruciato  the  whole  of  it.  But  don  Companiee  tf>  make  sale  of  thoir 
the  fpe4«ch  itsolf  to  whtf  h  tho  hon.  Hrm- 
tM*r  refera,  and  the  lao|^age  to  whirh  ho 
oliJM^ta,  vae  not  d«*li?erod  in  Kngland : 
aiul,  thi«r<«fore,  it  is  no  |)art  of  my  duty 
to  oonsidor  it«  character  in  the  aspect 
sug|(r«tiHl  br  tho  Qucnlion. 

Ma.  8K.\TON:  I  hog  to  give  Notiro 
that  if  no  action  is  taken  in  this  matter 
by  thrt  (lovemraont,  I  shall  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  open  to  me  to  moTo 
a  H^^milutton  to  tho  <«tT«y  t  that  this  House 
particularly  regn«t9  and  condemns  the 

?ttblic  employment,  by  a  Member  of  this 
lonse  vho  hns  held  high  Office  under 
the  Crown  and  who  continues  to  hold  the 
« »ffiro  of  a  Triry  (*ouncillor,  of  language 
designed  to  intinudate  this  Hou^e,  and 
lo  excite  bodies  of  {)ersons  in  Ireland  to 
the  use  of  arms,  in  doBance  of  thv  will 
of  this  House  and  in  opposition  to  the 
AUthoritr  of  tho  CVown. 

b»ai/KANlK>LPH  CHrRCHlLL: 
I  bog  to  giv««  Notice,  with  regard  to 
tilt*  Nut. CO  of  klotiun  just  now  given  bv 
th<  hon.  Member  for  Sligo,  that  if  it 
should  ai'|»esr  on  the  Taper  to.mom>w 
I  shsli  a»k  tho  FtiM  liord  of  the  Trea- 
•uty  whether  ho  will  alforJ  a  very  early 
day  for  its  dintui^HioQ? 

ARMY    KSriKI.I)  HMALL  ARMS 
FArroliY. 

I>.m.  ALOKHNuN  TFIMT  a^k.d 
tho  S««  r«  tary  c»f  MaN'  f«»r  Wur.  Whet  Lor 
It  is  a  Uct  that  the  War  Othto  have 
•«-ot  onlert  to  the  ICoyal  Hmall  Arms 
Ksttory  at  Kbtiold  to  the  offoet  that  tho 
number  of  workmen  a  ill  be  reduced  by 
.i«Mi  on  tho  Ut  of  April,  thus  throwing  a 
large  number  of  men  out  of  employment 
iiuhng  the  time  of  the  present  prevailing 
dtstr«ss? 

TiiK  SKORCTAKY  OF  STATE  ,Mr. 
t\MrfKix>BA>!i»iiMA3c'  :  No  such  order 
has  lH<««n  given  Tho  number  of  workmen 
employed  in  a  (fovemnit^ut  fmtory  muftt, 
<»f  oour*o.  df|M  ud  on  the  mon«>y  voted  by 
Parliamerit  ftir  the  |>ri>Jur«  of  that 
factory.  The  Vtite  to  Im'  aftked  for  Knfisid 
f«>r  no\t  year's  serviio  is  at  present 
aud(*r  c<^n«ideratton. 

IRISH  ESTATFJ*  OF  THE  LoNlMiN 
ri)MrANIKS 

Ma.  T.  M.  HRALY  asked  the 
First  Lofd  of  the  Treaaurr,  WbtHher 
hx»  attontaoa  baa  been  called  to  the 
Attempt  by  the  tJaltara'  Company^  the 


I)erry  estat<*<i ;  and,  if  the  Government 
propof^«*  to  do  anything  to  prevent  these 
Cor|)orations  making  away  with  their 
uro|)orty  befuro  the  ou(«stion  can  bo 
Iegi!«lativolv  dealt  with  r 

The  FIII8T  I^>UI)  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Otjii)*<r'>xi^ :  I  understand  that  In  a 
very  short  time  a  Hill  will  be  introduced 
by  my  ri^ht  hon.  Friend,  whose  Depart* 
m«»nt  it  c  on  corns,  on  the  subject  to  which 
this  Uii«*ti<»n  refers,  and  which  would 
embrni  e  niich  cai>o4  as  are  mentioned  in 
the  Uue»ti<m.  Tho  further  Uucstioni 
whether  that  Hill  can  be  (»xtonded  to 
retros]»4M  tire  prooeodings,  ia  one  which 
I  am  not  f>o  well  ablo  to  answer  at  the 
preMtit  moment,  not  having  a  precise 
knowK«l^  of  the  character  of  thoso  pro- 
ce^'dings. 

Mb.  T.  M.   HEALT:     Would    the 

right    hon.   (lentleman    kindly  permit 

me  to  a^k  this  (Question— Whether  hia 

attonti'  n  has  been  drawn  to  a  recent 

noti<v  }sf*tied  by  the  agent  of  the  Walters' 

Couii>uMy  in  the  following  words  : — 

'^  ^  inf<»nn<H|  thst  v>Ht  h«d  rrftt*r4  to 

))uri  h»M*  of  %iMir  f.trm  I  ixinault^tl 

'  1!  <    •m|t4n\  of  S»Itrr«.     I  %m  now 

^■.\^  )i>u  ni  Ucf*  th«t  if  the  nrr«<akiry 

-  I*  to  ht*  not  tJikrn  within  one  fort* 

tMt  date.  tiri'*«<r<iinir«  will  bo  tsken 

I  (V>art  i'f  rhanc(r>  in  IrrUnd  to 

iiir  prrfofmiince  of  your  Affrsemcnt 

.  Ati'i  th»t  thi«   H'-tirr  will   lie  uftrd 

to  hx  \<  u  vkith  tht  t   «t«  of  furh  i»r'^i«dinK*'* 

Mk.  W.  K.CtlAlJSTONK:  I  am  cf  gni- 
xaut  of  tho  document  which  tho  hon. 
and  learned  (lentleman  has  quoted  ;  bat 
the  answer  I  have  previously  given  will, 
I  think,  convey  a  i>orfect  and  distinct 
intimation  to  the  Companies  coacomed 
as  to  the  intention  of  the  (Government. 

SMALL  HOLDINGS  AND  ALLOTMENTS^ 

Coi^oMj.  HIKH>KFI£LI)  asked  tho 
First  Lord  of  the  Tn«sury,  \Vhether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  pro|M>se  to  gi^e 
any  legislative  etfeit  to  the  opinion  re- 
cently exprosted  b)  the  Uou»e  on  the  sub* 
uhX  of  small  holdiuK*  and  allotments  ? 

Tu»  FIllST  I-oKI)  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Oukit'^ioiii.,  :  In  the  debate  to  which 
this  Question  ref«rm it  was,  I  think,  fully 
understood  by  the  House,  and  was  staled 
ex  pro*  sly  by  my  •4*1  f  and  others,  that  the 
preliminary  condition  of  giving  effect  ia 
any  manner  to  the  idea  contained  in  the 
Motion  would  be  the  eeUblishment  of  a 
thorottgUy  afiuent  local  govarUMBt. 


«!•  •  •    'i 
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When  Her  Majesty's  Goyemment  are 
able  to  propose  to  the  House  their  Local 
GoTornmeDt  Bill  they  will  consider  what 
steps  they  can  properly  take  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  Motion  which  was  carried 
on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

IRELAND— AUTHORITY  OF  THE 
CROWN. 

Mr.  BADEN-POWELL  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
he  is  correctly  reported  as  having  de- 
clared on  22nd  February  that — 

**  Her  Majest}''8  GoTemment  are  rery  de- 
sirous to  see  the  authority  of  the  Crown  in  Ire- 
land restored  to  that  full  state  of  efficiency  which 
it  enjoys  in  England  and  Scotland  ; " 

and,  if  so,  whether  Hor  Majesty's  Go" 
vemment  have  taken  or  are  taking 
effectual  steps  to  put  an  end  forthwith 
to  so  alarming  a  state  of  affairs  as  is 
implied  in  this  confession  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  Crown  is  in  a  definite  de- 
gree in  abeyance  in  Ireland  ? 

Toe  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  :  I  thought  that  this  Ques- 
tion had  been  answered  by  me  more 
than  once.  With  regard  to  the  words 
ascribed  to  me,  I  have  no  complaint 
whatever  to  make  of  the  report  of  my 
words.  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  sub- 
stantial accuracy.  I  considered,  and 
still  consider,  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
authority  of  the  Crown  in  any  portion 
of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions  must  be 
measured  by  the  degree  of  fulness  with 
which  the  Judicial  and  Administrative 
Departments  of  the  Government  attain 
the  end  for  which  they  are  appointed  in 
the  protection  of  personal  liberty,  pro- 
perty, and  life.  Well,  Sir,  I  have  stated 
more  than  once,  and  I  apprehend  it  can- 
not be  denied,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Iler 
Majesty* s  Government,  the  question  of 
«ocial  order  in  Ireland  requires  close 
attention,  and  we  are  engaged  in  con- 
sidering by  what  means  we  can  obtain 
remedies  for  the  existing  state  of  things. 

Mr.  LALOR  aifked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  If  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  invitation  conveyed  in  his  letter  of 
the  12th  instant  to  Ijord  DeVesci,  seek- 
ing information  in  reference  to  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  the  Irish  people,  that  Lord 
De  Yesci,  through  his  agent  Mr.  Fitxher- 
bert,  has  been  trying  to  compel  his  la- 
bourers and  small  tenants  to  sign  a  docu- 
ment protesting  against  Home  Rule  for 
Ireland,  and,  at  the  same  time,  com- 
pellittg  those  labourers  who  signed  the  i 

2ir.  jr.  E.  OkdiUne 


paper  to  remit  a  portion  of  their  week's 
wages  in  order  to  pay  expenses  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  :  In  regard  to  the  first  part 
of  the  Question,  the  object  of  my  letter 
to  Lord  de  Yesci  was  to  make  it  known, 
for  the  purpose  of  obviating  possible 
misapprehensions,  that  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  receive  information  of  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  the  people  of  Ireland  from 
those  best  qualified  to  describe  them, 
quite  irrespective  of  parties  or  opinions. 
I  do  not  see  the  connection  between  the 
object  of  that  letter  and  the  report  which 
the  Question  recites.  I  am  aware  of  no 
such  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Lord  de 
Yesci  or  his  agent.  I  have  never  known 
Lord  de  Yesci  except  in  the  character  of  a 
most  humane,  kind,  and  estimable  man  ; 
and  I  should  be  veiy  slow  indeed  to  credit 
without  evidence  any  report  to  a  con- 
trary effect.  I  have  no  information  sup- 
porting the  report  here  mentioned ;  and 
I  do  not  find,  upon  telegraphic  inquiry, 
that  the  Government  of  Ireland  are  in 
possession  of  any  such  information. 

MOTION. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Mr.     GLADSTONE,    in    rising    to 

move— 

"  That  the  Orders  of  the  Day  sobteqiieat  to 
the  Order  for  the  Committoe  on  the  Lind 
Registry  Bill  \L0rd9]  be  postponed  until  after 
the  Notice  of  Motion  for  the  introd action  of  a 
Bill  relating?  to  Crofters  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland,** 

said,  that  when  they  approached  10 
o'clock  the  Government  would  ask  the 
House  to  report  Progress,  in  order  to 
enahle  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secre* 
tary  for  Scotland  to  bring  forward  his 
Motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DA  Y. 

SUPPLY-CIVIL   SERVICES  (SCPPLE. 
MEKTARY  ESTIMATES,  16S5.«|. 

Supply — contidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  IY. — Eduoatiox,  Sonorcs, 

AHD  Abt. 

(1.)  £460,  London  University. 

Sir  JULIAN  G0LD8MU):  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  Her  Vijeaty's 
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C  t  irc^mmoDt  to  the  fact  that  the  Uoi- 
T«*r«it3r  of  London  i«  tnuited  in  a  mannor 
in  which  nooth<>r  rniTor«»ttyin  th^  King- 
dom it  trcaUKl.  Tho  fti»«>ft  of  the  irniver- 
jiitr  nro  paid  into  tho  ruhlic  (^hont,  and 
<»\(rjr  1^.  paid  by  tin*  rnivcraity  hat  to 
ho  aor.mnt«Hl  fur  to  a  Public  I>(*i>artmoDt, 
and  haA  to  bo  rotcd  by  thin  IIuuno.  If 
hoo.  Mt*mh«»r8  will  turn  to  tho  next 
Vuto  tl)**y  will  tind  that  Tnivcrtity 
<*olltnr^t  \Val«>«.  11  allowed  the  turn  of 
i:i.tM>o  to  np'nid  an  it  likon  ;  l'i,;>50 
ha^alnndy  boon  granted  to  thnt  liinly, 
and  thia  in  a  Hunplementary  Vote  for 
£750  If  hon.  Menib«T«  will  hK>k  at 
the  Vot«*  for  the  8i*otch  Univ(»rsitit»e 
they  wiU  And  that  a  sum  of  money  is 
al«o  giT«*n  to  tlietn  to  tjkond  at  they 
iik<>.  Now,  the  rnivemity  of  I»ndon 
haa  already  exint«*d  for  50  ^-earri.  l*Iarl 
Uranvillo  it  tho  Cham  ollor  of  the  Tni* 
vemity,  and  Sir  Jatn<ft  Paget  Vico Chan- 
c«>lIor;  and.  in  my  opinion,  Uie  l*niTor- 
»ity,  through  itii  Senate,  is  in  every  way 
«apablo  of  mann,{ing  Uie  atfaita  of  the 
rni>«-r*«ity  if  it  hat  a  tuitablo  grant 
iriveo  to  it  by  rarlianiont.  That,  I  be* 
here,  would  be  a  much  hotter  course 
than  to  retain  the  pi«*M>nt  system  of  ank* 
ill  if  the  lloute  to  %*i»!e  particular  itomii. 
If  hon.  Menibere  will  hnik  at  thi^  Vtito 
thoT  will  find  that  the  sum  of  IKiu 
whi<  h  appoara  in  the  K'^timatet  ha« 
(.»nio  fr«»m  tho  ext4*UMon  of  the  work  of 
the  rtitvorMt%*.  At  a  m«>mber  of  tho 
S««nAtr  o!  the  rnivornity,  I  may  miv  'hat 
th«*r«*  an*  ninnv  othor  f*\t**iiMoii4  of  tlio 
work  of  thi*  riiiror*ity  which  ini)(ht  be 
undrrtakon  by  the  rnirer^ity,  if  it  were 
not  for  tho  trwiiMo  cutiMd  by  the  necot* 
tity  for  tht'ir  iH^it.g  i»ubiu:tt«>l  to  thf* 
M  rutiny  of  the  (iovomuient.  Al»out  two 
ear*  ago  an  app**al  was  mado  to  the 
«te  t  *hancollur  of  the  Ex<  he<}uor  for  an 
all->wance  to  the  rulvomity  of  London 
for  the  parp<iee  «>f  giving  it  autonomy  in 
thrHM«  niatt«r«;  iiifl  that  pro|»'>»al  woj^ 
Ti«»wod  by  him  with  lu>'»ir,  ond  wouid 
have  bo«>o  nt  t*d  u{>iin  if  tin*  itil  i  in  uiii- 
t*anr«*4  htd  not  ari^'U  ahi>h  cauM*d  a 
Ik-iA'lifini'Uiobt.  If  hon.  Moiubor^  w;ll 
oxatuiuo  tho  I'>tt(iiate<s  th«*y  will  hud 
that  a  largi'r  »ii'n  u  n  < « ivM  fn  *!i   fof  *i 


tiafactory  a  character  aa  to  induce  a  larger 
number  of  ttodontt  to  ontor  the  l*nivor- 
tity.  It  it  hardly  fair,  however,  that  tho 
I*niver»ity  tliould  rei^oive  no  bouofit  fmm 
it^  growing  pn>tperity ;  and  I,  thirefore, 
claim  on  itt  bona  If  that  in  future  the 
Government  should  give  a  lump  turn  to 
the  Univertity,  innteod  of  putting  down 
in  tho  Vot4*fi  i»very  yeor  the  charge* 
which  have  to  be  l>orne  by  tho  Univer- 
tity.  I  find  that  the  amount  recoivM 
fmm  fo4H|  InHt  year  was  £10  iHM),  while 
tho  totul  amount  n*<(uir(Hl  for  the  ex* 
ponsot  of  the  I'nivtrmty  was  £12.900. 
(\)nMH)uently,  the  rnivertity  only  (x>tl 
the  (iovemmont  at  the  prt-itent  momt»nt 
£2,000;  but  in  some  yoars  it  has  coat 
£I,4M)0,  £;>,04)0,  £(i.0O0,  and  even 
£7.000 almve  tho  foot;  thorofore,  in  my 
opinion,  if  a  grant  of  £5,000  a-ycar  wore 
given  to  the  Tnivor^ity,  which  would  be 
a  loHt  turn  than  it  given  to  tome  of  th*) 
Miiall  Scotch  Univr  ret  ties,  the  University 
of  liondon  would  onl^  be  put  on  the  foot* 
ing  it  it  ontitlod  to  occupy.  I  oamettly 
ht>|»e  that  tho  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury 
and  the  Chancellor  of  tho  Kxchc<|uer 
will  ci>ntidor  thit  roatt4;r  with  the  vtow 
of  no  longer  placing  a  dctailtKl  iharge 
upon  the  I>tin)atos  with  regard  to  the 
Vniven^ity  of  L«ind<m,  but  of  giving  a 
lump  turn  of  £6,<MM)  to  tho  University, 
on  the  tame  princ  i pie  at  large  sums  are 
now  given  to  the  S.-otch  Univornities. 

Tin:  SKrUCTAKY  lo  iiii:  THKA- 
sncY  Mr.  II,  H.  FowiKu:;  I  think 
the  supgt*>tion  whi<  h  my  hon.  Fri«'nd 
has  maile  is  a  vory  valuable  one ; 
but  I  would  submit  that  the  case  which 
the  hon.  Banmot  has  to  urge  would 
tMime  with  great  or  fiin*e  whon  the  Vote 
for  tho  Uui vemity  of  Ixiiidon  is  pro* 
l>of»od  for  next  yonr.  The  protent  Vote 
of  £  l(>0  is  only  a  Supplomentary  sum  in 
ordor  to  make  up  a  dofiiuoncy  which 
hat  Mvurrtnl.  A<i  far  as  tho  main  (itio<»- 
tiobt  are  conc(rn«'d,  tl.o  graiit  fr<»m  I*iir- 
hnment  for  the  Uniror»itio»  i«i  prnctic  ti^\y 
d<  creating.  If  it  tiipn«p>»4  d  now  t'>  make 
a  new  do|Nirture  it  will  f«H|u)re  coutider* 
ablo  di«  uMinu.  an  1  may,  |M*rha|t,  raiM> 
th«*  giavor|u«*t  "11  wht*lh«r,  und«rext»t- 
it  g  ( ircuijiht4n<  <^,  Pariiauuit  ought  to 
tht«  >t'ir  ttuiu  «.!«  r< <  •  \(d  id  t:.*' >t'ar  '  tu.iK>*  ai*v  irraut  at  all  to  thi4  Uiii%t-r^i(> . 
b«-fort«;  and  that  n  •u«t,  iu«t*«adof  L>>iug  !  It  iuu«t  be  Uiruo  in  n»ii.d  that  tho  nr* 
bn>'ight  nUiut  by  th««  grau'«  ms'b*  ojt  ' « i.ui%tancoa  whiih  rx:»t  in  l^^<*  are  vory 
of  the  iiovouuet  of  thi%  Miuntry,  it  duo    (litf«>r«*iit  frt)mtho«o«hiih  oxi^to^l  in  \bi\\\ 


I 


to  the  s>«tom  of  oxamination  adopted 
by  the  University  of  Ixindon  for  many 
yenie  pae^  and  which  has  been  of  eo  an- 


whon  theee  grants  were  first  made,  and 
the  proposal  of  my  boo.  Friend  nighl 
raise  the  whole  question  whether  the 
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Hoofle  would  be  justified  in  making  any 
grant  at  all.  I  do  not  wish,  howerer, 
to  forestall  the  discassion  of  that  qaes- 
tion ;  but  I  shall  be  happy,  when  the 
regular  Estimates  are  brought  forward, 
to  discuss  the  matter  at  greater  length. 
I  do  not  know  that  any  information  is 
needed  by  the  Committee  as  to  this  par- 
ticular Vote ;  but  I  may  say  that,  so  far 
as  the  Public  Bevenue  is  concerned,  the 
additional  amount  seems  to  be  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  an  increase  of 
fees. 

Mb.  BRUNNER  :  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  aim  of  the  Government  ought  to  be 
to  encourage  the  University  of  London 
to  do  better  and  better  work.  If  the 
work  done  50  years  ago  was  worth  a 
certain  sum  per  year,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  now  worth  at  least  twice  the 
same  amount  of  money. 

Bib  JULIAN  GOLDSMED :  The  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  now  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Childers),  was  good  enough  to  say, 
after  he  had  examined  the  matter,  that 
he  thought  a  grant  ouffbt  to  be  given  to 
the  University  of  Lonaon  ;  because,  in- 
stead of  inducing  the  University  to 
spend  as  little  as  possible,  they  ought  to 
be  encouraged  to  spend  more.  I  must 
confess  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  by  no 
means  liberal — ^nay,  rather  somewhat 
shabby — for  a  public  official  who  seems 
to  know  nothing  of  the  matter  to  say 
that  it  is  questionable  whether  the  only 
public  money  voted  for  Unifersity  pur- 
poses in  the  South  of  England  ought 
not  to  be  done  away  with  altogether, 
when  upon  the  very  next  Vote  the  same 
hon.  Gentleman  will  have  to  stand  up 
and  support  a  considerable  Vote  for  a 
University  in  Wales. 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlkb)  :  I  ex- 
pressed  no  opinion  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  Vote  at  all ;  and,  so  far  from  being 
ignorant  of  the  merits  of  the  question,  I 
was  speaking  from  information  which 
had  been  supplied  to  me  by  the  high- 
est authority.  No  doubt,  my  hon. 
Friend  is  correct  in  the  statement 
which  he  has  made  with  regard  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  with  regard  to  that 
matter  I  expressed  no  opinion  whatever. 
I  think  there  can  be  no  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  make  a  profit 
out  of  the  University  fees.  The  net 
ehaige  in  regard  to  the  University  of 
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London  is  £8,600 ;  and  all  I  suggested 
was  that,  if  a  proposal  were  made  to 
increase  that  g^ant,  the  question  might 
be  raised  whether  the  State  ought  to  be 
called  upon  to  make  any  grant  at  all. 

Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that 
the  Committee  will  be  able  to  discuss  the 
matter  in  a  more  suitable  manner  when 
they  come  to  the  main  Vote.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  I  think  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
if  they  are  left  uncontradicted,  would 
produce  an  erroneous  impression  out- 
of-doors.  It  might  be  supposed  that, 
although  there  was  a  strong  case  for  a 
ffrant  when  the  University  of  London  was 
nrst  founded,  it  is  less  needed  now,  on  ac- 
count of  the  action  which  has  since  been 
taken  by  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge.  On  the  contrary,  the  fact 
is  that  a  much  larger  number  of  persons 
now  take  degrees  in  the  University  of 
London  than  at  any  former  period,  and 
there  are  a  very  large  numoer  of  per- 
sons for  whom  the  University  of  London 
is  the  only  University  open.  So  far 
from  the  case  of  the  University  being 
weaker  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  its 
foundation,  my  hon.  Friend  will  find, 
when  he  takes  into  consideration  the 
amount  of  work  done  and  the  number  of 
persons  who  take  degrees,  that  it  is  very 
much  stronger  than  ever  it  was.  I  think 
that  the  University  of  London  may 
fairly  claim  that  the  small  sum  voted  by 
this  House  is  well  spent,  and  that  the 
University  has  never  been  doing  more 
or  better  work  than  at  the  present 
moment. 

Mb.  RYLANDS  :  I  quite  agree  with 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  that  this  is  a  matter  which  had 
better  be  discussed  when  we  have  the 
regular  Estimates  before  us.  I  am  not 
inclined  to  differ  from  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Lon- 
don (Sir  John  Lubbock)  as  to  the  fact 
that  the  University  is  doing  more  woric 
now  than  in  former  years.  If  it  is,  it  is 
compensated,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the 
amount  of  fees  it  receives;  and  I  believe 
that  the  fees  it  reoeives  amount  to  a 
larger  sum  year  by  year.  I  believe 
that,  as  my  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  has  stated,  there  is  no  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  make  a  profit  out  of  the  Universitj. 
What  the  Government  do  is  this — they 
pay  a  sum  of  money  which  isoonaideted 
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hj  IIm  baftt  AQthoritivfi  to  bo  tho  sum 
ntciiMTj  to  maintain  the  ruivenutj  of 
I^ndon  in  a  ttato  of  ofHciooojr ;  and  it 
anpaara  thai  the  feea  received  by  tho 
I.  Diversity  itself  gradually  approach 
nearer  and  nearer  the  turn  Totod  br 
Parliaaent.  But  I  do  not  suppose, 
if  the  fe««s  were  so  increased  as  to  be* 
come  in  excots  of  the  Vote,  that  aodc<r 
su«*h  eircnmslancoe  the  Oovemment 
would  wish  t<>  keep  back  any  portion  of 
them.  On  tho  contrary,  I  think  there  in 
a  general  desire  that  the  University  of 
IxNidon  should  have  every  eujiport  it 
can  obtain  in  that  way.  But  I  wieh  to 
n>mind  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  London  i8ir  John  Lubbock) 
thai  then»  is  norno  dtflfrronce  in  the 
situation  of  the  University  now  as  com* 
pared  with  what  it  was  eomo  years  ago. 
We  have  now  Uniwrsitiee  springing  up 
ia  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  I 
am  ^lad  to  think  that  an  important  Uni- 
versity^the  Victoria  University  at  Man* 
Chester-*  has  not  only  tho  power  of  grant- 
ing  degreoe,  but  that  it  has  othc^r  im- 
portant educational  advantages  which 
It  ia  able  to  confer  upon  a  very  large 
and  populous  district.  It  is  quite  cl<*sr 
thai  if  we  are  to  make  this  a  Question  of 
inrn«asing  the  ((rant  to  the  t^niversity 
of  London,  it  will  be  necessary  to  open 
up  a  much  wider  question  than  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  8t.  Pancras  (Sir 
Julian  (Mdsmid    imagines. 

Sia  JULIAN  UOLDSMH):  My  hon. 
Fri«*nd  dovs  not  appear  to  bo  aware  that 
tho  Foteh  Universitiot  recc*ive  a  grant 
from  this  House,  and  that  they,  never- 
Iheieea,  approurjate  the  fees  paid  by  the 
students  to  their  own  purpoees.  My 
rontontion  is  that  the  University  of 
I»adon  should  be  allowed  to  use  the 
foea  paid  bv  the  students  in  the  eame 
way  that  otber  Colleges  and  Universi* 
ties  do  which  receive  a  Government 
grant.  If  that  course  were  followed,  I 
believe  that  it  would  l>e  of  great  ad* 
vantage  to  the  I  University  itsolf.  I  may 
add  thai  the  University  of  London  is 
the  onlv  great  ioetitution  in  the  South 
of  Kogiaad  which  has  the  power  of  con- 
ferring degresa  in  the  way  required  by 
a  large  number  of  tludcmts ;  and  there* 
fore  I  think  thai  a  considerable  grant 
in  aid  ought  to  be  given  to  that  ITni* 
vevsity,  especially  when  we  flad  that  a 
SBB  of  jt4.000  is  to  be  given  to  a  little 
Dokay  Oellege  ia  Wales,  I  caaaol  aa* 
flweianii  why,  under  sueh 


'  a  sum  of  £6,000  should  be  considered 
too  much  for  the  Universitr  of  liundon, 
which  hasb4*on  in  existenr«*  fur  60  years, 
and  which  has  in  its  Sooate  a  body  of 
the  highest  distinction  quite  capable  of 
managing  the  affairs  of  Uie  University 
without  submitting  them  to  the  super* 
vision  of  the  Treasury.  I  hope  that  tho 
matt4«r  will  be  thoroughly  considfn*d 
before  the  regular  K^timatos  are  brought 
on  this  year. 

CArTAUf  VKRNKY:  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  eat 
down  has  never  extended  his  travels  as 
far  as  Aberystwyth,  because  I  am  satis- 
fied that  ii  he  had  ever  seen  that  re- 
markable and  beautiful  building  he 
would  never  have  alluded  to  it  as  a 
*'  pokoy  little  College."  I  am  proud  to 
say  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  Senate 
of  thai  College. 

Vote  MprMd  U. 

%)  £760,  University  Colleges,  Wales. 

(3.)  £27,700,  Public  Edueatioa,  Ire- 
land. 

Ma.  P.  M*IN>NALI):  Before  this 
Voto  is  agreed  to,  I  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  oondi- 
tion  of  the  National  School  teachers. 
They  have  many  grievances  lo  complain 
of;  but  I  will  only  trouble  the  Commit- 
tee with  tho»o  which  are  moet  preesing, 
and  the  first  of  them  is  the  insufildeni*y 
of  the  remuneration  which  they  receive. 
They  are  verr  much  under* paid  aa 
compared  with  the  elementary  eohool 
teacJiers  of  England  and  Scotland.  They 
do  not  receive  quite  two-thirds  of  the 
salary  of  the  English  elementary 
teachers,  and  they  are  not  as  well  paid 
as  tho  ordinary  artisaaa  of  Ireland ;  ia 
fact,  their  emoluments  are  very  much 
below  the  pay  received  by  the  mioary 
Police  Force.  But  there  is  another 
and,  perhaps,  a  still  greater  griev- 
aaoe  la  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
boused.  It  is  only  in  the  towns  that 
acooounodalion  can  be  had  bv  the 
teachers.  I  have  beea  informed,  and 
ia  some  oaaee  I  am  aware,  that  in  the 
country  districts  they  have  to  walk  three, 
four,  aad,  ia  some  iastancee,  fire  miles 
from  their  residsaoes  to  the  schook. 
Evea  tlia  female  teachers  have  to  do 
the  aamo.  I  think  the  Committee  will 
admit  thai  thai  is  a  stats  of  things  whieh 
ought  not  to  eaisi ;  but,  at  the  preseal 
Is  lh#T  eaa  fiad  ao  aoeomaMda- 
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iion  nearer  the  schools  than  miserable 
cabins  totally  unfit  for  educated  people, 
with  any  nicety  of  taste,  to  live  in. 
Therefore,  I  consider  that  the  condition 
of  the  teachers,  as  regards  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  housed,  ought  to 
receive  immediate  attention  at  the 
hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Another  matter  of  complaint  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers  is  that  they  are  not 
placed  on  the  Pension  List  like  other 
public  servants.  I  maintain  that  they 
ought,  at  least,  to  be  treated  as  well  as 
the  junior  Civil  servants — at  any  rate, 
as  well  as  the  Excisemen  and  the  Police- 
men. That,  however,  is  not  the  case. 
As  they  discharge  duties  second  only  to 
the  clergyman  of  the  parish,  and  they 
ought  to  be  placed  in  a  position  that 
would,  at  least,  command  for  them 
the  respect  of  the  people.  If  nothing 
is  done  to  improve  their  condition  it  is 
quite  evident  that  they  will  be  unable 
to  exercise  authority  and  discharge  the 
duties  necessary  to  the  position  they 
occupy.  The  duties  thrown  upon  them 
are  of  a  very  arduous  nature,  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  secure  for  them  the  necessary 
respect  of  parents  and  pupils..  There  is 
one  other  point  which  I  desire  to  men- 
tion, and  it  is  this^the  desirability  of 
introducing  without  delay  technical 
teaching  into  the  schools.  Last  autumn 
very  exhaustive  evidence  was  given  on 
that  subject  before  Sir  Eardley  Wilmot's 
Committee;  and  I  believe  there  was  a 
consensus  of  opinion  in  that  Committee 
that  technical  education  was  a  subject 
which  ought  to  receive  immediate  atten- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  Goveroment. 
Now,  I  consider  that  we  ought,  in  this 
matter  of  technical  education,  to  begin 
at  the  beginning,  and  that  is  in  the 
elementary  schools.  I  am  pleased  to 
learn  that  a  beginning  has  been  made 
by  the  Commissioners  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  that  admirable  text-book,  Handi* 
eraft  for  Handy  PeopU ;  but,  instead  of 
requiring  the  pupils  to  buy  it,  there 
ought  to  be  50  copies  presented  free 
to  each  school.  In  the  second  place, 
we  should  have  normal  ordistrict  schools, 
perhaps  one  or  two  for  each  county ;  and 
they  ought  to  be  established  so  that  they 
would  be  able  to  educate  technically  the 
youths  in  such  districts  in  the  trades 
and  manufacturing  operations  suited  to 
the  locality,  and  which  required  to  be 
developed.    I  beliere  that  we  have  ai* 
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ready  existing  in  Ireland  institntioDa 
which  might  take  the  plaoei  for  the 
present,  of  these  technical  schools — I  al- 
lude to  the  workhouse  schools;  but  I 
consider  that  the  education  given  in  theso 
workhouse  schools  is  such  that  youths  so 
instructed,  when  sent  into  the  world,  aro 
unablo  to  shift  for  themselves;  and  I 
regret  to  say  that  in  consequence  they 
very  often  go  from  the  workhouse  into 
the  gaol.  Such  a  state  of  things  should 
no  longer  be  allowed  to  exist.  They 
should  be  taught  the  use  of  their  hands 
and  eyes.  Instruct  them  in  some  useful 
trade  or  occupation,  so  that  when  they 
go  abroad  they  will  be  able  to  find  some 
employment,  and  no  longer  become  a 
burden  upon  the  public.  Wo  have  also 
other  institutions  in  Ireland — the  in- 
dustrial schools,  where,  already,  the  ma- 
nagers of  the  schools  are  very  ably  car- 
rying out  the  intentions  of  the  foxmders. 
They  ore  instructing  the  youths  placed 
under  their  care  in  trades  that  will  fit 
them  to  find  a  ready  means  of  employ- 
ment after  they  leave  these  establiah- 
ments;  but  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  give  increased  grants  to  these 
industrial  schools,  so  that  the  technical 
education  carried  on  should  be  made 
more  perfect.  In  the  first  place,  how- 
ever, the  Government  ought  to  apply 
themselves  to  the  workhouse  schools, 
and  place  in  each  two  or  three  men 
trained  and  capable  of  imparting  instruc- 
tion in  some  particular  trade  or  occupa- 
tion. I  hope,  therefore,  that  before  the 
Estimates  of  the  year  are  brought  on 
these  matters  will  receive  the  attention 
of  the  Government,  and  that  some  stepa 
will  have  been  taken  in  the  direction  I 
have  indicated. 

Mr.  PENROSE  FITZGERALD :  I 
am  yery  glad  that  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  has  been  called  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  inadequacy  of  the  pay  of  the 
National  School  teachers  in  Ireland,  and 
I  am  glad  that  I  am  able  to  spesJc  on 
the  same  side  of  the  queetion  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down.  It  is 
a  fact,  and  a  notorious  fact  to  anyone 
who  knows  anything  of  thesubiect,  that 
the  National  School  teachers  of  Ireland 
are  not  sufficicutly  paid  ;  and  I  venture 
to  remind  the  Committee  that  there  iif 
no  body  of  men  to  whom  we  most  more 
look  for  the  future  of  the  young  of  Ire- 
land than  the  teachers  of  the  National 
Schools.  I  would  not  have  presumed  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  if  the 
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hoii.  Member  who  haa  just  sat  down  had 
not  omitled  one  other  part  of  the  riaim 
of  the  National  teachora,  whic  h  calls,  I 
think,  for  the  immediate  interference  of 
II<«r  MajnMy*^  (roTemm<»nt;  and  that  it 
that  the<r  i>.iv,  inai|*H|uateaii  it  i»,  isworso 
than  inadfM|UAt<».  b«<<'au4««it  is  unc<*rtain. 
What  I  n^for  tt)  in  the  power  whirh  now 
n*«t4  with  th<«  I)i>ards  of  (}aariian<i  in 
Ireland  either  to  increase  or  not  to  in- 
cnpa94t  the  pay  of  the  National  Sihool 
t«*arhers  at  tht^ir  will  or  discrtUion,  hv 
Totinf^  a  sum  of  money  per  annum  an 
an    addition    to  their  ordinary  r«'mu- 
neration.     In  the  lioard  of  (Guardians 
with  which  I  am  acquaint<Hl,  it  not  un- 
fref|uently  happens  thnt  in  on<»  year  a 
sum  of  monev  in  woU^X  for  tlio  toschers 
in  the  Union;  but  altor  they  liare  on* 
joyed  it  for  one  year  it  is  iM>Mible  by 
•ome  accident — porhaps  by  a  whip  beinf^ 
made  by  some  of  the  Guardians  who 
are  careful  of  the  public  purse — that 
the  df^cision  formally  arrtTiHl  at  is  re- 
T«»r*^l,  and    noxt    year  the    pay    the 
tearhort  thought  from  the  previous  roto 
of  the  Boanl  of  (Guardians  they  were 
entitled   to    receive  is    cut  down,  and 
they  are  depnv«*'i   of    an   addition   to 
their  sal  iry  of  i*'JO  or  £10  ay  oar,  which 
thev  thought  th««y  won*  fairly  entitJ<Ml 
to  look  f<irward   to.     I  therofore  urge 
upon  the  Goromment  to  take  into  con* 
•i<l«*ration  whother  the  pay  of  the  Na- 
tional S*ho  >I  toachors  of  lr«*1and  should 
not  at  loast  b<«  to  ado  r«*rtfiin.      I  can 
hardly  h€H>e  that  Ht»r  Majf^ty'^GoTrrn- 
m«*at  will   be  |(uid««d  altogether  by  the 
vinvs  of  tho  hon.  Mfmiber  who  has  just 
sat  down  upon  technical  education  ;  but 
I  stnceriOr  trust  that  they  will,  at  any 
rata,  tak«  th<>suhjfH*t  into  ron«ii<leration. 
It  is  ono  whti  h  the  po**ple  of  Ireland 
haT««  much  at  h«*nrt.     It  i«  one  in  which 
I  hare  mysolf  tak*«n  a  d**«'|»  int«*re«t,  and 
I  know   of  no  su^jort  wliich   is  more 
calf  'ilated  to  C4infi>r  advantago  up^m  the 
ountry. 

Ma.  T.  (\  lIARUINciTON:  I  am 
antiou4  1 1  say  a  wonl  in  support  of  the 
Ti#»w  which  ha<i  b*^n  expn»ss«Hl  by  the 
hon.  (r<«ntl««man  th*  MoraJM»r  firirCam- 
brid|;i*  ,Mr.  P.  Ki*/jj«TaId  .  Thi»ro  ran 
l»e  no  doubt  that  the  un*'*  rtainty  which 
exists  in  repird  to  the  salary  of  the  Na- 
tional scho'il  tfl*orhors  is  one  of  the  most 
pressing  of  th<*  immediate  grit^rancca 
this  d<w4»rTin{t  IxMly  have  to  complain  of. 
The  salary  of  the  National  teachers  in 
Ireland  %»  derived  from  three  aooreea. 


Ou^  portion  of  the  salary  is  a  certain 
fixed  annual  sum,  another  portion  of  it 
\n  mado  Cimtingont  on  the  will  of  tho 
lo^al  <}uardians  a^  to  whother  thov  will 
throw  it  u|N>n  the  rates  or  not.  and  a 
third  ptrtion  of  thoir  emolumenta  is  de* 
rir<>  1  from  tho  gratuiti<*s  |pven  to  thorn 
from  the  parents  or  guartlians  of  tho 
children.  The  sy4t«>ni  works  in  such  a 
mann«*r  that,  in  tho  richest  districts  in 
Ireland,  whoro  the  National  tearhors 
havo  a  fair  allowance  from  the  parents 
and  guardians  of  the  children  in  the 
shape  of  H4'h(M>l  fe«>^  th«*y  have  also  the 
other  two  portions  of  the  salary  mado 
certain  ;  because,  u  a  general  rule,  it  ia 
in  the  wealthiest  parts  of  the  country 
that  the  (Guardians  contribute  out  of  tho 
rat'^fl.  and  by  •^o  doing  onable  the  school 
tesrhers  to  derive  the  whole  l>one6t  of 
the  system.  But  in  tho  poorer  di«itricta 
of  Ireland,  where  the  Guardians  aro  not 
able  to  maki«  a  contribution  out  of  tho 
rat 01%  and  wlion«  the  paronts  contribute 
very  little,  if  at  all,  in  tho  shape  of 
school  foos*-and  these  are  the  very  die* 
trii  ts  where  <Mlueation  is  most  required^* 
it  will  be  found  that  the  teachers  are 
very  inadf^iuately  remunerated.  Tho 
only  emolument  thoy  receive  is  the 
salary  granted  annually  by  the  National 
Board  of  Education ;  and  because*  tha 
local  Boards  of  Guardians  are  so  poor,  or 
so  ungenerous,  as  not  to  contribute  a  cer* 
tain  sum  out  of  the  rates,  tho  teaohers  are 
not  only  <leprived  of  that  p')rtion  which 
tho  (Guardians  do  not  v  mtributo,  but  are 
a)sf>  deprived  of  that  portion  which  the 
National  Board  are  willing  to  give  con* 
tingent  u]v)n  a  certain  sum  being  pro* 
viibnl  by  the  (luardians.  I  think  this 
is  a  matt«'r  whioh  d^^^orves  tho  immediate 
attention  of  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  tho  I^ord  Lieu- 
tenant :  and  I  am  sure  that  when  he  ap« 
p1i«*s  his  mind  to  the  case  he  will  seo 
that  thii  in  a  preAj«iog  grievance,  falling 
h«»avily  upon  the  p«»>r  teachers  of  Ire- 
land, whi«h  d«*iiinnds  a  remedy. 

Mr.  KVKHKIT:  I  would  liko  to 
make  a  remark  u|>«m  one  of  the  sugges- 
tions which  hss  bo««n  made  bv  tho  hon. 
M«*mlH«r  forSligo  Mr  l\  M^mald  -* 
namely,  that  the  Government  shcmld 
give  p4*nsions  to  the  Iri»h  schoolmasters. 
Now,  there  are  many  Uzpay<*ra  in  this 
country  who  think  that  the  pcmaion 
system  has  already  been  extend«d  quita 
far  enough.  We,  who  have  to  find  the 
money  to  pay  panaioaa  to  other  ptopla^ 
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have  nothing  in  the  shape  of  pensions 
provided  for  ourseWes  except  the  poor 
rates  or  the  workhouse.  No  doubt,  it  is 
a  yery  pleasant  thing  to  receive  a  pen- 
sion  ;  but,  seeing  the  difficulty  of  raising 
the  money  which  is  necessary  in  order 
to  pay  pensions,  I  would  respectfully 
submit  that  the  time  is  come  when,  in- 
stead of  making  any  extension  of  the 
system  of  pensioning  our  public  servants, 
we  ought  rather  to  be  disposed  to  in- 
quire, in  our  future  arrangements  for  the 
Public  Service,  whether  it  is  not  desir- 
able to  adopt  the  system  which  prevails 
in  regard  to  private  employment — 
namely,  to  pay  a  workman  for  the  full 
value  of  the  work  he  performs,  leaving 
him  to  make  a  provision  for  his  o?m 
future  maintenance. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  sympathize  with 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  stated ; 
but  I  am  afraid  that  he  is  not  very 
much  acquainted  with  this  particular 
subject.  He  is  labouring  under  the  em- 
barrassment of  applying  an  abstract 
theory  without  havin^f  made  the  par- 
ticular  subject  to  which  he  wishes  to 
apply  it  a  matter  of  investigation.  Our 
complaint  is  not  so  much  of  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  pension  itself,  as  of  the 
fact  that  the  men  and  women  we  em- 
ploy are  obliged  to  serve  so  long  before 
they  become  eligible  for  a  pension  that 
the  pension  is  of  no  use  to  them  when 
they  get  it.  A  man  commences  to  serve 
as  a  teacher  at  the  age  of  18  or  20  ;  and 
it  is  only  when  he  reaches  the  age  of  66, 
and  in  &e  case  of  a  woman  nmen  she 
reaches  the  age  of  60,  that  a  pension  of 
a  very  reasonable  amount  comes  to  them. 
We  Uiink  that  the  pension  ought  to  be 
made  available  at  an  earlier  age  than 
that.  I  will  also  tell  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman another  fact — ^namely,  that  the 
British  Exchequer  has  accomplished  a 
remarkable  feat  in  connection  with  the 
matter  of  Irish  education.  Formerly  an 
annual  payment  of  £7,000  was  made  out 
of  the  Imperial  Purse ;  but  a  few  years 
affo  another  system  was  established  by 
which  the  grant  of  £7,000  from  the  Im- 
perial Purse  was  discontinued,  and  the 
cost  placed  upon  the  local  ratepayers.  I 
think  it  is  ont  of  the  sphere  of  argument 
that  the  National  School  teachers  are 
wretchedly  paid,  and  the  advantages 
which  have  often  been  promised  them 
have  been  too  long  deferred.  The  only 
question  now  is,  in  what  manner  and  to 
what  extent  the  Government  are  pre- 


pared  to  give  them  redress  ?  We  should 
all  rcg^t  if  it  is  thought  necessary  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 

i'ect  until  after  that  other  question  of 
mperial  politics  which  is  about  to  be 
brought  forward.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  will  consider  whether  the  two 
questions  are  inextricably  blended  ;  but 
if  not,  I  trust  we  may  indulge  in  a  hope 
that  he  may  be  able  to  make  some  cheer- 
ing statement  to>night. 
Mb.  p.  J.  POWER :  I  am  fully  pre- 

Eared  to  endorse  the  statement  of  the 
on.  Member  for  Sliffo(Mr.  P.  M 'Donald; 
in  regard  to  the  defective  accommo- 
dation for  the  housing  of  the  school 
teachers.  In  many  instances,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  ac- 
commodation, they  have  to  walk  four  or 
^Ye  statute  miles  to  the  school,  teach  the 
children  all  day,  and  then  return  to 
thoir  homes.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  see  their  way  to  the  making  of  some 
concession  in  this  matter,  and  that,  at 
any  rate,  something  will  be  done  to  make 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  more  oertein 
than  they  are  at  present.  I  must  re- 
mind the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Ohief  Secretsry  that  the  Government 
have  themselves  to  thank  for  the  salaries 
of  those  persons  being  so  uncertain.  If 
they  had  made  the  education  of  the  Irish 
people  in  harmony  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Irish  people,  I  venture  to  say — and  I 
speak  from  some  experience — that  the 
majority  of  Unions  in  Ireland  would 
have  readily  become  contributors  to- 
wards the  salaries.  They  are  not  con- 
tributors at  present,  because  they  believe 
they  would  stultify  themselves  if  they 
were  to  contribute  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  a  system  which  thev  oppose, 
and  which,  under  the  name  of  Kational, 
is  as  anti-National  as  can  well  be  ima- 
gined. I  hope  that,  as  vacancies  occur 
in  the  National  Board  of  Education,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who  has 
shown  his  sympathy  with  the  Irish 
people  in  many  respecte,  will  endeavour 
to  place  upon  the  Board  individuals  who 
are  more  in  harmony  with  the  feelings 
of  the  Irish  people.  The  National  Boai3, 
as  at  present  constituted,  does  not  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people ; 
and  it  acte  in  a  most  dictatorial  way 
upon  many  subjecto.  In  the  oonstituency 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent^* 
Waterford — some  time  since  the  ma- 
nagers of  a  oonvent  school  decided  on 
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^amttg  their  Mhool  under  the  National 
Bo«rd.  Orer  the  building  where  the 
•chook  were  condooted  ttood  n  itone 
rroee.  The  NationiU  Board  of  Educa- 
tion eompelled  the  nune  to  remove  this 
criMM,  contending  that  ita  remaining 
there  waa  againtt  the  spirit  of  the 
National  Education  in  Ireland.  Can 
it  be  imagined  that  in  the  19th  een* 
tury,  and  in  a  Catholic  country,  a  Na- 
tional Board,  suppoeed  to  goTem  the 
education  of  the  people  npon  National 
principlee,  shoula  have  been  so  anti- 
National  in  their  proceeding*  aa  to  instiit 
npon  the  remoral  of  this  eroes?  I  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  will  undertake  to  bring  in  a 
meaaurv  upon  thia  question,  if  it  is  not 
included  in  that  other  measure  to  which 
reference  has  been  made;  and  I  trust 
that  some  endearour  will  be  made  to 
render  the  education  of  the  Irish  people 
in  cottformitT  with  the  wishes  of  the 
people.  If  this  is  done,  the  taunt  which 
nas  Deen  cast  against  tlie  Irish  Board  of 
Guardians  will  at  once  be  removed,  and 
thej  will  readily  become  ungrudging 
contributors  to  the  cost  of  National 
Education. 

Thk  rniEP  SErRETART  Foa  IRE- 
LANI>  Mr.  Joiijr  Morust)  :  I  hare 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  ro* 
marks  which  have  bt^en  made  by  hon. 
If  embers  from  Ireland,  and  by  the  hon. 
ICnmber  for  Cambridge  Mr.  Penrose 
Pitrg««ra]d,.  I  hare  long  been  aware  of 
the  grvat  interest  which  is  taken  in  Ire- 
land in  the  question  of  the  position  and 
remuneration  of  the  National  8chool 
laaeher*.  Although  I  hare  only  been 
in  Office  for  a  rerr  short  time  I  have 
not  been  idle.  I  haro  endvaroured  to 
acquire  all  the  information  I  could  as  to 
the  position  of  these  toachers;  and  I 
har«i  listened  to  their  demands,  and 
consid«Tt*d  the  Wf*i,(ht  which  ought  to 
be  attai  h«<d  to  them.  But  I  think  tho 
Committee  will  sco  that  this  is  hardly 
the  ocrasion  on  whirh  I  might  be  ex- 
pected to  enter  upon  so  wide  a  ques- 
tion. The  hf>n.  Meml>er  for  Migi> 
.'Mr.  P.  M'iKinald.  goes  very  far  in- 
dr4«d  when  he  asks  me  to  say  whether 
this  matter  will  form  part  of  another 
question  with  which  Her  Majestt's  Go- 
vernment will  hare  to  d<*al.  I  must 
certainly  defer  giving  an  answer  to  that 
question  at  the  present  moment  What 
baa  been  very  truly  pointed  out  in  re- 
gard In  the  eooditioQ  of  the  National 


School  teaehers  Is  its  liability  to  flnctua- 
tion ;  but,  so  far  as  the  present  Estimate 
is  concerned,  it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that 
the  fluctuation  in  the  amount  is  a  flue- 
tuation  in  the  right  direction.  All  Partica 
in  tho  Committee  will  feel  satisfaction 
in  voting  money  for  what  all  must  admit 
to  be  a  good  cause.  There  is  a  larger 
number  of  pupils  on  the  books  than  in 
the  previous  year,  an  increase  in  the 
average  daily  attendance,  and,  what  is 
most  satisfactorv  of  all,  an  increase  in 
tho  general  results  achieved.  The  con* 
soouonoe  of  all  this  is  directly  favour- 
able to  the  teachers  themselves.  It  haa 
re-acted  upon  thorn.  They  have  been 
stimulated  to  make  more  xealous  effVirts 
for  their  own  self* improvement,  and  to 
seek  for  a  higher  standard  of  classifica- 
tion and  inspection.  Tho  opening  of 
the  denominational  Training  Colleges 
has  also  stirred  them  up  to  renewed 
efforts,  and  awakened  in  tnem  a  natural 
dofiire  for  promotion.  The  result  of  the 
examinations  accounts  for  the  increase 
in  the  expenditure,  that  result  having 
been  beyond  the  calculation  which  waa 
made  at  the  time  the  original  Estimate 
was  framed ;  and  of  this  Supplementary 
Vote  of  £27,700,  no  Iom  than  £(i,Oc>0 
arises  f^m  an  increase  in  the  salari<«s  of 
the  teachers.  £8,000  from  the  result  fees 
classified  as  unconditional,  and  £7,000 
from  gifts ;  so  that  no  less  than  £21,000 
go  in  the  direction  of  meeting  some  of 
the  complaints  which  have  Ihn^u  made 
in  the  eourse  of  the  discussion.  I  can 
only  promise  that  when  the  general 
Estimate  is  framed  I  shall  be  prepared 
with  rather  more  mature  views  on  this 
oui^tion  than  I  am  able  to  express  at 
the  pr<*sent  moment. 

Mft.  DEASY:  Upon  this  queation  I 
only  deeire  to  say  a  few  words.  I  accept 
the  assurance  of  the  right  hon.  Genth^ 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  that  he  will 
look  into  tho  whnio  matter  between  thia 
and  the  framing  of  the  general  Esti* 
mates  of  the  year ;  and  I  trust  that  the 
Ilouae  will  then  be  much  better  informinl 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  <  Government 
with  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  National 
School  tea*^h(*r<i  of  Ireland  than  they  are 
now.  For  myself,  and  speaking  for 
other  Meml>crs  of  the  Irina  Party,  wo 
might  say  a  great  deal  about  the  treat- 
ment whi<'h  the  Irifth  National  Sch'ml 
teachers  have  received  at  the  hands  of 
snocesaive  Govemmenta.  During  the 
paal  10  or  13  years  promises  have  fre* 
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quently  been  made  that  their  pontion 
BQOuld  be  materially  improyed;  but, 
like  most  promises  emanating  from  the 
British  Goyernment,  they  haye  been  in- 
variably broken.  I  trust  that  a  new 
order  of  things  will  now  prevail;  and 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  at 
the  head  of  the  Irish  Department  will 
carry  out  the  intentions  he  has  expressed 
to-night,  and  be  able  to  do  something 
substantial  for  a  yery  deserving,  al- 
though hitherto  a  very  unfortunate, 
class  of  the  Irish  people  —  the  Irish 
teachers,  to  whose  charge  is  committed 
almost  the  whole  care  of  the  future  edu- 
cation of  the  Irish  population.  I  am  glad 
that  in  this  matter  lam  able  to  agree  with 
the  aims  of  the  Patriotic  and  Loyal  Union 
of  Ireland ;  and,  having  regard  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge (Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald),  I  can 
only  regret  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
not  in  Parliament  when  his  Government 
were  in  power,  and  able  to  give  valuable 
assistance  to  the  Irish  Members  in  this 
direction.  If  he  had  been,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  would  have  exerted  him- 
self to  better  the  condition  of  the  Irish 
National  teachers.  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  no  serious  opposition  is  likely 
to  be  offered  to  any  proposition  that  may 
be  made  for  assisting  the  National  School 
teachers.  I  have  only  one  word  more  to 
ofifer,  and  it  is  on  behalf  of  the  teachers 
employed  in  the  workhouses.  These 
teachers  have  not  been  as  well  treated 
even  as  the  ordinary  teachers ;  and  it  is 
a  great  shame,  I  think,  that  they  who 
are  confined  within  the  walls  of  the 
workhouses  in  Irelund,  having  the 
lowest  class  of  children  to  instruct, 
should  not  receive  more  considera- 
tion than  that  which  they  at  present 
obtain  from  the  National  Board.  I 
strongly  object  to  the  way  in  which 
these  teachers  are  treated ;  and  one  re- 
sult of  the  system  is  that  Uie  instruction 
of  the  pauper  children  in  these  estab- 
lishments is  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
young  and  incompetent  teaoherfi,  as  is 
now  the  case;  because  when  a  young 
workhouse  teacher  passes  his  examina- 
tions and  becomes  a  first  or  second-dass 
teacher  he  resigns  his  position  and 
takes  up  a  school  outside.  I  consider 
that  the  duty  of  the  workhouse  school 
teachers  is  infinitely  more  arduous  than 
that  of  the  teachers  of  the  ordinary 
National  Schoola.  They  have  to  deal 
with  a  totally  different  class  of  people ; 
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and  if  the  condition  of  any  teachers  in 
Ireland  calls  for  immediate  improve* 
ment,  I  would  venture  to  suggest  that 
particular  attention  should  be  paid  to 
the  position  of  teachers  in  the  work- 
house schools.  As  regards  the  in- 
dustrial training  in  the  workhouses  by 
the  National  School  teachers,  I  think 
that  is  a  question  which  must  be  left 
over  for  a  later  Vote ;  but  it  is  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  the  course  of  any  inquiries 
he  proposes  to  make.  I  scarcely  think 
that  the  employment  of  National  School 
teachers  to  instruct  children  in  this  use- 
ful branch  of  education  will  commend 
itself  to  the  Committee ;  nor  do  I  think 
it  is  the  proper  mode  of  conducting  such 
instruction.  On  the  contrary,  I  think 
that  the  industrial  training  of  children 
in  the  workhouses  is  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  itself,  and  it 
is  certainly  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  which  can  be  brought  before 
a  Committee  of  this  House.  I  will  only 
add  that  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied,  after 
the  speech  we  have  heard  from  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that 
there  will  be  a  full  and  satisfactory  pro- 
vision laid  before  us  when  we  come  to 
discuss  the  matter  more  formally. 

Yote  agr$ed  to. 

Class  Y. — Foreign  akd  Coloitial 

Sebvicbs. 

(4.)  £3,000,  Slave  Trade  Services. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

**  That  a  Supplementary  tarn,  not  exoeeding 
£1,200,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Char^  which  will  come  in  coarse  of  pay« 
ment  danng  the  year  ending  on  the  31  at  day  of 
March  1886,  in  aid  of  Colonial  Lo^  Rerenoe, 
and  to  defray  the  Salariee  and  Allowanoee  of 
Governors,  &c.,  and  other  Charges  oonneoied 
with  the  Colonies,  including  Expenses  incurrsd 
under  *The  Pacific  Islanders  rroteotion  Act. 
1876.'  •' 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY :  May  I  ask  if 
this  Yote  has  anything  to  dQ  with  the 
Canadian  Voluoteert  for  the  Expedition 
against  Riel  ? 

Ma.  CEEMEB :  I  would  also  ask  for 
information  concerning  this  Yote.  What 
have  the  Canadians  done  to  entitle  them 
to  medals  to  be  paid  for  by  the  taxpayers 
of  this  country  r 

Thx  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  FowLKB):  Part  of 
the  Yote  is  for  the  cost  of  medala  to 
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VaiontMni  in  Canada  who  Mrfed  in  the 
rw<«nt  Expodition  against  Riol ;  it  hat 
nothing  to  do  with  tho  ft4«rrices  of  the 
C^anadian  Militia.  Tho  CanadiAO  Vo- 
lunteeni  p*rfonnt-d  a  groat  public  nor* 
%t«o;  aou,  in  thi*  opinion  of  the  Cana* 
dtau  UoTemmont  and  of  tho  Homo 
Uorernment,  it  was  a  lit  and  proper 
nMv>gnition  of  their  iK*rviceri  that  a  modal 
aht>uld  be  granted  to  them  bj  tho  Iiupo- 
rial  GoTomment. 

If  a.  T.  M.  IIKALT  :  Loat  jenr,  when 
I  pat  a  UttOAtion  in  roferenci*  to  tho  sup- 
pn*«eion  of  Ktf*l't  rebollion.  and  tho 
catte«»e  fn>m  which  tho  rel>eUion  ita«»lf 
bad  •pruug.  all  information  was  denied ; 
but,  noTertheloM,  thie  country  is  now 
calle«l  jpon  to  pajr  for  mtnlalfi  fur  the 
(^enadian  Volunteer*.  It  ie  only  anatural 
thing  that  men  who  bohave  weil  on  the 
field  of  battle  should  b<*  rewarded  ;  but 
my  complaint  is  that  when  I  put  a  Ques- 
tion last  year  as  to  the  reWllionof  Kiel, 
and  asked  for  infom.ation  in  roganl  to 
the  grioranoes  of  the  Indians  and  Half- 
brv«ids  in  the  North-West  of  Canada; 
I  eould  get  no  information  whatever. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  Um  fre<|uently  tho 
cas<»  that  no  information  can  be  obtaine^l 
"^rith  regard  to  (\>l(jnial  questions.  Wo 
are  now  asked,  in  this  case,  to  pay  for 
the  cost  of  th4*sa  motlals ;  but  why  should 
not  the  (Vnadian  (loremment  pay  f*  r 
th<*ir  own  medals  themselros  ?  They 
rottred  upon  the  war  for  tho  beiieHt  of 
their  own  c\)ontry,  and  the  leost  they 
can  do  is  to  pay  the  wagos  and  rewards 
of  their  soldiers.  The  d«ior  ought  either 
to  be  open  or  shut ;  and  if  it  is  right 
that  this  i-ountry  should  ho  called  upon 
to  proride  the  rewards  tntendinl  to  be 
giTen  to  the  Canadian  w}ldi<»ni  we  ought 
to  pay  the  wages  of  the  s<>ldi«*rs  aa  well. 
>Ve  ahould  either  do  that,  cr  hare  no- 
thing to  do  with  them  at  all.  We  did 
Bot  care  to  send  out  s^ildiers  to  (^aoada 
t4>  pat  di>wn  the  rebellion  there  ;  and 
why  sLf>uld  we  give  the  men  engaged 
insttporeestng  it  tilror  pieces  in  the  shape 
of  modals,  when  we  docline  to  gire  them 
•tlver  pie«-4*s  to  put  in  their  pocketa? 
Wo  hare  heard  too  mu<h  alreoily  of  this 
n^bellion,  which  arose  out  of  a  renewed 
attempt  at  insurriHiion  on  the  part  <>f 
this  ttttfortttnate  man— Kiel — who  ap- 
|)ears  to  have  been  a  Mintinned  lunatic, 
and  ought  to  have  b««en  c<»ntin<'4l  in  an 
asylum.  Instead  of  taking  that  courso 
the  Canadian  ( toTomment  touk  him  and 
bang  hiaoy  and  they  bang  a  nam^ior  of 
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other  Indiana  at  the  tame  time,  in  a  way 
that  was  not  altogether  creditable  to  the 
Canadian  Volunte<»rs.  Under  thes4»cir- 
rumittances,  I  nhall  certainly  divide  the 
C«>mmittee  againnt  this  ^  oto.  If  we 
want  to  ^o  to  war  with  the  Indian*,  or 
with  anybody  eUo,  let  us  go  to  war  in  a 
just  cau4o;  but  we  ought  not,  in  a  case 
ike  this,  to  l>e  callvd  upon  to  pay  any- 
thing either  for  medals  or  in  the  shape 
t}f  siildiers*  wages.  I  beg  to  move  the 
re^ltictiuu  of  the  Vot«\ 

TiiK  CIIAIKMAN:  By  the  whole 
sumf 

Me.  T.  H.  HEALY:  Tea;  by  the 
entire  sum  charged  in  oonneotion  with 
the  cost  of  th(».^  medals. 

Mr.  CKEMER:  Tho  answer  which 
the  8<*cretary  to  the  Treasury  gave  just 
now  to  a  question  I  addreii«ie<l  t<>  tho 
<^)mmittee  was  not  quite  understood  in 
this  (|uarter  of  the  House.  I  a^k^nl  die- 
tinctly  whether  tho  sum  named  in  the 
K^timate  was  for  thu  purpose  of  reward- 
ing the  Volttnt«M>rs  who  suppressed  the 
rebellion  of  the  HalMireeas;  but  the 
reply  of  the  hon.  (tentloman,  so  far  as  it 
was  understood,  was  unsatisfactory,  and 
I  shall  certainly  join  with  the  hon. 
Member  ft>r  South  Londonderry  (Mr.  T. 
M.  llealy)  in  opposing  the  Vote.  I  be- 
lieve the  fettling  extensively  prevails 
that  those  Half- breeds  were  goaded  into 
relx'llion  by  the  injustice  with  which  they 
were  treat<Ml  by  tho  Canadian  (fovem* 
mout;  and  I  cannot  understand  whv^ 
when  a  Government  has  driven  its  sub* 
jectt  into  rebellion,  the  British  taxpayer 
should  be  called  upon  to  rewara  the 
•Mildiers  engaged  tn  suppn^ssing  the  re- 
bellion into  whieh  these  unfortunate 
(^aoadian  subjects  were  goaded.  It 
seems  to  me  that  those  of  us  who  have 
the  interests  of  the  people  at  heart,  and 
who  represent  the  poorer  class  of  tho 
taxpayervy  would  be  wanting  in  onr  duty 
unless  we  gave  a  distinct  and  sturdy 
opposition  t<>  this  Vote. 

Ma.  IlOorEK:  I  cerUinly  heard 
nothiog  from  the  hon.  Oentleman  who 
St  t)ko  from  the  Front  Bench  on  the  other 
side  of  tho  House  to  justify  the  Com- 
mittee in  votibg  this  sum.  After  all, 
we  must  not  lote  sight  of  the  poli ry 
which  led  to  the  Kxpediti<m  against 
Kit*l.  Tlio  whole  matter  was  one  whieh 
had  r«*fer«*nco  to  the  internal  ptilicy  of 
the  t^aoodian  lK>minton,  and  it  wos  a 
matt«r  in  whiih  the  Canadian  tnM>M 
alone  engaged.    I,  therefore,  taaa 
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it  that  neither  the  Qovemment  of  this 
oountrj  nor  the  taxpayers  were  con- 
sulted as  to  the  merits  of  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  the  Canadian  Ooyernment;  and 
I  take  it  that  if  we  vote  this  sum  now 
we  shall  most  decidedly  be  guying  the 
sanction  of  this  House  and  of  this  coun- 
try to  the  merits  of  a  policy  which  was 
entered  into  by  the  Canadian  Dominion 
after  consultation  with  the  Imperial  Oo- 
yernment. Under  these  circumstances, 
and  not  appioying  of  the  policy  which 
led  to  the  execution  of  Biei,  I  consider 
that  Members  sitting  upon  these  Benches 
are  perfectly  entitled  to  diyide  the  Com- 
mittee against  the  Vote,  more  especially 
when  it  is  manifest  that  the  question  of 
policy  is  the  one  which  underlies  the 
Vote. 

Me.  JOHNSTON  :  Hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  on  this  side  of 
the  House  always  show  their  sympathy 
with  rebels  against  the  British  power 
and  the  Queen's  authority  in  all  parts  of 
the  world.  [Mr.  T.  M.  Healy:  Ciyu  war.] 
In  this  case  a  notorious  rebel  was  trying 
his  hand  for  a  second  time  at  insurrec- 
tion, and  to  put  down  British  power  in 
Canada ;  but  the  loyal  Volunteers  of 
Canada,  a  large  proportion  of  whom, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  are  Orangemen,  al- 
ways prepared  to  yindicate  the  honour 
of  the  British  GK>yemment,  yolunteered 
to  go  to  the  North- West  Proyinces,  and 
haying  gone  there  succeeded  in  putting 
down  the  rebellion  against  British  autho- 
rity. That  being  so,  I  think  it  would 
haye  been  a  yery  ungrateful  act  on  the 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  Ooyernment,  and 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  if  they  were 
to  fail  to  recognize  the  loyalty  of  the 
Volunteers  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
and  were  to  refuse  to  make  this  small 
recognition  of  their  seryices  that  is  asked 
from  the  Committee  in  the  Vote  to-night. 
Hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  on 
this  side  of  the  House  haye  made  them- 
selyes  familiar  with  these  sort  of  matters 
in  Ireland;  and  I  cannot  forget  that 
cheers  were  giyen  for  the  Mahdi  when- 
ever an  attack  was  made  upon  the 
British  troops  in  the  Soudan.  The  Mahdi 
found  no  want  of  sympathizers  in  Ire- 
land amongst  those  who  would  like  to 
see  the  British  Flag  lowered  and 
trampled  in  the  dust.  Hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  haye  sympathized 
on  eyery  oomsion  with  the  enemies  of 
England  and  of  the  Crown  of  England. 
And    the    sentim«nts  uttered  to-night 
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below  the  (Gangway  only  show  that 
feeling  which  is  eyer  ready  to  expresB 
itself  wheneyer  there  is  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  sympathizing  with  rebellion 
against  British  authority,  and  express- 
ing a  desire  to  bring  dishonour  upon  the 
British  Flag.  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  listen  to  the  arguments  which  haye 
been  advanced  to-night;  but  as  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  loyal  Volunteers  of 
Canada  are  fully  entitled  to  these 
medals  I  trust  that  nothing  will  be 
done  in  this  House  to  depriye  them  of 
the  reward  they  haye  so  well  merited. 

Mk.  BYLANDS  :  I  do  hope  that  the 
Committee  will  not  be  led  into  a  discus- 
sion which  strikes  me  as  going  alto- 
gether beyond  the  purpose  of  this  Vote. 
We  are  not  here  to  sit  m  judgment  upon 
the  Canadian  policy,  or  upon  the  acts  of 
the  Canadian  Ooyernment.  For  my  own 
part,  I  haye  a  high  opinion  of  the  ability 
of  the  Canadian  Ooyernment,  and  per- 
fect conQdence  that  in  the  steps  which 
they  took  with  regard  to  the  rebellion 
they  took  steps  which  they  considered  to 
be  neceesary  for  the  welfare  of  the  Do- 
minion. The  point  for  the  consideration 
of  this  Committee  is  altogether  a  dif- 
ferent one.  It  is  whether  the  Canadian 
Ooyernment,  haying  its  own  Adminis- 
tration, and  paying  its  own  administra- 
tiye  expenses,  should  not  also  hare 
authority  to  confer  any  reward  it  may 
deem  necessary  to  mark  its  appreciation 
of  the  services  rendered  by  its  soldiers. 
As  to  loyalty,  or  want  of  loyalty,  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  I  may 
not  be  of  the  same  opinion  altogether  as 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House ;  but  I  am 
quite  sure  that  this  is  a  kind  of  expendi- 
ture, out  of  British  taxes,  which  will 
not  be  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  this 
cotmtry.  I  do  not  wish  to  deprecate,  for 
a  moment,  the  policy  of  the  Canadian 
Ooyernment,  or  the  services  rendered  by 
the  Canadian  Volunteers.  The  accounts 
which  I  read  in  the  newspapers  cer- 
tainly redounded  to  the  honour  and 
credit  of  the  Volunteers ;  but  I  must  say 
that  I  have  not  heard  from  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary^  to  the  Treasury  any 
reason  sufficient  to  justify  this  Vote.  I 
strongly  suspect  that  my  hon.  Friend  is 
only  the  mouthpiece  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that  if  he  would  make  a  dean 
breast  of  it  it  would  be  found  that  this 
Imperial  idea  was  sprung  in  the  mind  of 
some  Member  of  the  late  Govemmeati 
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and  that  it  was  tho  Uu  OoTtrainaiit 
which  propOMd  to  givo  that*  mcdalft, 
and  not  th»  occupaotft  of  the  pre^nt 
TrraMirj  Bench.  I  fthall  bo  yery  glad, 
iutlf^nl,  if  mjr  hoo.  Friend  will  withdraw 
thi«  Vota.  ( )therwi«o  I  shall  fiN*l  bound, 
although  with  »omo  r«*iuctanco  I  admit, 
to  Tota  against  it. 

Mb.  lank  :  I  oannot  find  that  thero 
in  any  precedent  for  a  Vote  of  this  kind ; 
and  I  stronglj  object  to  tho  establish- 
meat  of  a  precedent  which  maj  bo  hero- 
after  made  use  of  to  juttify  similar  ex- 
pftnditare.  I  may  add  that,  personally^  I 
oppoeo  the  Vote  on  the  samo  grounds  as 
my  hoo.  Friend  tho  Member  for  Dorry 
;Ur.  T«  M.  Healy)— namely,  that  the 
Volunteers  of  Canada  were  engsged  in 
•ttppresaiog  a  rebellion,  with  which  we, 
as  the  Keprseentatires  of  an  oppressed 
people  in  Ireland,  naturally  sympa- 
thise. In  addition  to  that  fact,  I  am 
afraid  that  a  precedent  might  be  estab- 
lished for  sp4*nding  the  taxes  of  the 
|N«<>ple  of  tiiis  country  in  rewarding 
with  medab  the  Indian  troops  who  hare 
l»e^B  lately  engaged  in  the  suppression 
of  tha  Burmese  and  Egyptian  **rel>el- 
lions/'  I  am,  therefore,  iMiund  to  oppose 
this  Vote.  I  trust  that  the  Committee 
will  take  no  notice  whatever  of  the 
arnm<»ots  which  hare  been  put  lK*fore 
it  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast  ,Mr 
W.  Johnston),  who,  with  the  noble  Ijord 
the  Member  for  Paddington  (L^ird  lian- 
4!o)ph  (^hurcluU),  has  lately  be4«n  proving 
his  lo>alty  to  "ihe  (*rown  by  preaching 
rebelbon  in  Belfast.  I  trust  that  my 
boa.  Friend  the  Member  for  I>erry  ,Mr. 
T.  M.  liealv  will  persist  in  dividing 
against  the  Vote,  which,  I  think,  ought 
t*i  be  rejected  u|K>n  the  simple  ground 
that  it  would  establish  a  very  dangerous 
prseadeat  for  tho  future  in  regard  to  the 
manaer  in  whioh  the  money  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  country  at  large  is  to  be 
expended. 

Ma.  8£XT(>N  :  The  hon.  Member  for 
Belfast  (Mr.  W.  Johnston;  has  alto- 
gether misrepreeent«Hl  the  remarks  which 
fi»ll  f^om  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
l>erry  (Mr.  T.  M.  iiealy  .  My  hon. 
Fneod  did  not  speak  upon  the  merits  of 
the  question  at  all ;  but  he  said  he 
thoogbt  that  the  Government  of  ( ^snada 
woahl  have  acted  more  wisely  if,  instead 
of  execQting  Kiel,  they  bad  oonhned  htm 
in  a  lunatic  asylum.  My  hon.  Friond 
said  that  Kiel  was  a  man  of  strung  oon« 

excitable 


meat ;  but  he  undoobtedly  holds— and 
I  hold  ^ that  certain  incidents  connected 
i  with  tltat  rebellion,  and  the  punishment 
of  it,  did  not  redound  to  the  general 
rretlit  of  the  country.  Tho  statement  of 
my  hon.  Friend  was  that  the  (^anadian 
Government  have  not  only  their  own 
.\dminist ration,  but  t^«'irown  Treasury. 
They  initiated  and  catried  on  tho  Expe« 
dition,  and  brought  to  a  close  tho  re- 
hellion  in  tho  North- West.  Tboy  paid 
the  wagos  of  their  soldiers,  and  they 
ought  also  to  have  rewarded  them.  That 
is  the  simple  position  of  matters,  and  not 
that  which  has  b^^en  put  forward  by  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Belrast  (Mr.  W.  John« 
ston),  wbohasentirely  misrepreaentod  the 
drift  of  the  argument  addreesed  to  tha 
CVmmitt«>e  by  my  hon.  Friend.  The 
Uoremment  of  Canada  actually  pay  the 
salary  of  tho  Governor  General  whom 
we  send  out  from  this  oountry;  and  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  why  tho  Mother 
Country  should  be  asked  t«>  pay  for  such 
an  expenditure  as  this.  There  is  only 
one  other  point.  I  hare  always  under- 
stood that  the  presentation  of  military 
medals  was  intended  as  a  reward  for 
distinguished  bravery.  I  should  like  to 
know  how  many  soldien  were  enaraged 
in  suppressing  this  rebellion?  I  see 
that  6,260  medals  have  been  issued,  and 
I  should  liko  to  know  whether  every 
soldier  who  took  part  in  the  suppression 
of  tlie  rebellion  has  been  granted  a 
medal  for  distinguished  bravery? 

Mn.  LABurc  HKHE:  I  think  that 
the  Canadian  (fovernment  ought  to  take 
an  example  from  the  United  States  in 
this  matter,  considering  that  Canada 
itself  is  in  America.  No  mtnials  of  any 
kind  were  given  by  the  United  States  to 
the  soldiers  who  wore  engaged  in  putting 
down  the  Great  Hebellion  thera.  It  was 
thought  an  undesirable  thing  that  any- 
one should  go  about  the  country  with  a 
medal  for  having  killed  some  of  his 
fellow-countrymen.  But  if  the  Canadian 
tfovernment  choose  to  take  a  different 
view,  let  them  pay  ft>r  it  themselves. 
Why  should  we  do  so?  They  have  no 
right  to  expect  that  this  country  should 
tmy  for  mtxlals  presented  to  their  soldiers. 
I  h(»pe  there  will  be  a  division  upon  the 
Vote,  and  that  thera  will  be  a  msjority 
against  this  perfectly  ridiculous  and 
wicked  charge. 

8in    UOBLRT    PEEL:    I    enttraly 
andona  tha  opinion  which    has   baen 
faj   tha   hott«    Member   for 
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Burnley  (Mr.  Bylands)  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labou- 
ohere).  I  really  think  that  this  is  a 
very  bad  precedent  to  set.  I  understand 
that  it  has  been  already  stated  by  an  hon. 
Member  that  there  is  no  precedent  for 
awarding  medals,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  soldiers  not  engaged  in  a  war 
against  the  enemies  of  this  country ;  and 
I  think  it  is  a  serious  matter  for  con- 
sideration whether  it  is  proper  that 
we  should  establish  a  precedent  now. 
Certainly,  when  the  hon.  Member  for 
Belfast  (Mr.  W.  Johnston)  stands  up  in 
the  House  of  Commons  and  asks  the 
Oovemment  to  justify  this  grant  on  the 
plea  that  the  Volunteers  employed  were 
Orangemen,  I  at  once  decline  to  accept 
such  a  recommendation,  coming  at  such 
a  moment,  from  the  hon.  Member.  It  is 
quite  enough,  however,  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  Imow  that  there  is  no  prece- 
dent for  this  Vote*  and  I  think  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  House  of  Commons  to 
go  on  voting  away  the  money  of  the  tax- 
payers as  they  have  been  doing  within 
the  last  three  or  four  days.  We  have 
been  told  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  is  not  respon- 
sible for  this  Vote ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  is  responsible  for  it.  It  is  all 
very  well  for  hon.  Members  who  sit  on 
that  Bench  to  offer  opinions  now  which 
are  intended  to  put  themselves  in  ac- 
cord with  those  which  they  were 
accustomed  to  express  when  they  sat 
below  the  Gangway.  The  Committee 
has  nothing  to  do  with  that.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  brings  forward  this  Estimate 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  perfectly  sure 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  cannot  for  a  moment 
sanction  a  Vote  of  this  kind  for  which  it 
is  perfectly  dear  there  is  no  precedent 
whatever.  In  no  other  instance  except 
where  the  services  have  been  rendered 
by  the  soldiers  of  Her  Majesty  have  we 
given  medals  to  troops  engaged  in  any 
other  transaction,  with  yards  of  ribbon 


Ths  SECRETARY  to  ths  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  :  I  think  I 
am  entitled  to  explain  that  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  which  the  Committee 
arenowdiscussing  are  not  Supplementary 
Estimates  which  have  been  prepared  by 
the  present  Government,  nor  have  they 
been  aigned  bv  myself,  as  Financial 
Secretary^  but  by  my  Fredeoeiaor  who 

8tr  IMtri  FhI 


sits  opposite.  The  present  Government 
had  no  discretion  in  the  matter,  nor  have 
they  exercised  any.  -  When  they  came 
into  Office  they  found  that  the  money 
now  asked  for  had  been  expended,  and 
that  the  medals  had  been  manufactured ; 
and,  consequently,  they  have  not  been  in 
a  position  to  exercise  any  diseretion  in 
regard  to  the  purpose  for  which  the 
grant  is  made. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  have  only  an 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  present  case, 
because  I  was  not  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  when  the  medals  were 
granted,  and,  as  hon.  Members  are 
aware,  it  is  not  the  duty,  nor  is  it,  of 
course,  in  the  power  of  every  Member 
of  a  Government  to  become  aware  of  all 
the  circumstances  and  all  the  facts  which 
may  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Government.  But  I  have,  however,  some 
recollection  of  the  circumstances  of  this 
case.  This  is  a  medal  to  reward  soldiers 
acting  under  the  orders  of  a  General 
Officer  in  the  Queen's  Service.  I  believe 
the  custom  is  that  when  a  medal  is  given 
to  one  portion  of  the  force,  it  is  given  to 
the  whole  force.  I  am  under  mat  im- 
pression;  but  I  wish  to  speak  with  caution 
upon  the  matter,  because  I  do  not  desire 
to  create  any  false  impression.  I  believe 
the  operations  undertaken  in  the  North- 
West  of  Canada  were  undertaken  by 
the  €K>vernment  of  Canada,  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  Colonial  Department 
of  this  country,  but  without  any  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Office  to  in- 
terfere with  the  full  responsibility  of  a 
Constitutional  Government  like  that  of 
Canada.  The  military  operations  in 
question  were  not  conducted  during  the 
Administration  of  the  late  Government, 
but  in  that  of  its  Predecessor.  It  was 
represented,  I  believe  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada,  that  a  veiy  great  publio 
advantage  would  be  derived  from  a  re- 
cognition on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty  of 
the  bravery  and  endurance  which  the 
soldiers  displayed  in  the  diaoharge  of 
their  duty  in  tbe  Dominion  of  Canada. 
It  was  also  represented  that  no  such  re- 
cognition could  be  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada  itself,  because  it  had  no 
power  to  grant  a  Royal  medal  in  reoog- 
nition  of  those  military  operations*  Con- 
sidering all  the  cireumstanoee  of  the  case, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Colo- 
nial forces  were  forces  of  the  Crown, 
although  not  paid  by  this  oonntry,  and 
regard  also  to  the  faot  thai  this 
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coualry  had  reomrvd  mttcb  aid  and  oom- 
fort  from  onr  Colooial  forcM  in  an  eaUr- 
{iriae  wbirh  this  country  laU*lj  oonductMl 
on  th#  Nil*,  the  late  (ioTemment  deemed 
it  advitable  to  accede  to  the  request  of 
thol^aadian  GoTemment,  and  i^raot  a 
Bti<<dal  to  theee  men  in  nvognition  of 
the  eerrict**  thej  had  rendt»red  in  an 
Kxpeditioa  which  terminated  so  eucceae* 
fttlU. 

Ma.  INCE :  I  am  quite  willing*  after 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  haa  jnet  eat  down,  to  accept  the 
word  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
he  knows  ?erj  little  about  this  matter. 
But  1  am  bound  to  saj  that  when  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  l)o- 
mintoa  of  (Canada  could  not  grant  these 
snedala,  he  careful! j  guarded  himself 
against  aajing  that  the  Dominion  of 
(*anada  cannot  paj  for  them.  That  is 
the  qoeatioa  which  the  Committee  have 
to  consider.  I  was  also  surprised  to 
hear  from  my  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
to  theTreasury  that  neither  he,  or  theGo- 
▼vrament  of  which  he  ia  a  distinguished 
Member,  bare  anything  to  do  with  the 
Estimates  which  are  brought  ff>rward, 
and  which  he  recommends  the  Commit- 
tee to  adopt.  1  do  not  know  why  the 
boa.  Gentleman  mored  them,  unlees  he 
was  prepared  to  recommend  them  I 
can  quite  understand  that  there  might 
be  a  dif&cttlty  if  the  medal  has  already 
hf<en  ordert«d  and  the  money  spent.  I 
uad<>ritand,  howoTer,  that  the  mMals 
are  of  standard  silrer,  and  there  is  one 
suggestion  I  would  throw  out  for  the 
consideration  of  the  <^ommittee.  I  ima- 
gine they  are  of  tho  value  put  down 
in  the  Kuimate,  and  I  anticipate  that 
that  ralue  could  be  obtained  if  the  i  om- 
mittee,  in  its  wisdom,  did  not  choose  to 
pay  for  tHo  medals.  I  am  c|uite  willing 
to  pay  for  the  l,3*iO  yards  of  rifilH>n, 
brcAUse  the  ribbon  c<juld  not  |»fw%ibly 
be  dtspos4*«l  of  at  its  original  vslue,  and 
also  the  £5  ehargml  for  waste  of  metal. 
If  the  Treasury  is  in  a  difficulty  how  to 
g«4  over  the  liability  of  this  country  for 
£l/iOO,  I  would  suggfAt  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  ^^r.  T.  M. 
Ilealy;  should  move  to  reduce  the  Vote 
by  the  sum  of  £1,165,  which  would 
allow  the  medals  to  be  sold  at  thvir 
market  Talne. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HfLiLT :  As  there  may  U 
some  difficulty  in  rrgsrd  to  the  payuieut 
for  the  ribbon,  I  am  quite  willing  to  adopt 
tha  aaggaatioa  of  my  boa.  and  laaraed 


Friend.  I  will,  therefore,  more  that  the 
Vote  be  redur««d  by  the  aum  of  £1,156. 

Caktalx  VHU.MCV:  I  rise  for  the 
purpoM«  of  s4<conding  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  hon.  and  leam<»d  Mem- 
ber for  the  reduction  of  this  Vote.  As 
one  of  the  many  Members  of  this  House 
who  hare  the  honour  of  wearing  Her 
Majesty's  mtHlals,  I  feel  that  I  ought 
not  to  Tote  against  the  Motion  of  the 
St«cretary  to  the  Treasury  without  gtring 
a  reason.  I  entirely  imdorse  what  has 
been  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  UU  SeireUry  for  War  ^Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith),  that  no  medal  can  bo  granted* 
and  no  medal  has  any  Talue,  unices  it 
comes  from  Her  Majesty.  No  Colonial 
GoTemment  can  grant  a  medal  that 
would  have  any  Talue  in  the  eyea  of 
either  a  soldier  or  sailor.  It  is  because 
it  is  presented  by  Her  Majeaty,  and  for 
no  other  reason,  that  a  piece  of  silTcr 
has  a  priceless  Talue  in  the  eyea  of  the 
man  who  receiTcs  it.  But  those  who  re- 
ceiTC  it  receiTo  it  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  GoTcmment  of  the  day ;  and  I  am 
distinctly  of  opinion  that  the  (^Temment 
of  the  day  wrongly  adrised  Her  Majesty 
when  they  recommended  that  those  who 
had  btK^n  engaged  in  the  suppr«»flsion  of 
what  practically  amounted  to  a  cinl  war, 
and  who  were  fighting  agatnat  their 
fellow-countrymen,  should  receiTe  this 
reward.  Such  a  reward  as  the  granting 
of  a  medal  should  be  reeenred  only  for 
those  who  fight  against  the  enemies  of 
their  country. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

*'  'I  KaI  a  SupnlrmroUrr  loiB,  Dot  i>ics«dinf 
£45«  b«*  irriinud  to  llnr  M»j4*tity,  to  dvfrmy  the 
<'hArf;«  «hich  «iU  come  m  courea  of  |Mivmcfit 
dttnnit  tli«  ><«r  radinir  on  th«»  list  dsj  of 
Mftrrh  lS!«s/iii  aid  of  I'olootAl  Uocml  RsveniM, 
aa4  to  drfrvy  til*  S«Un««  and  AUowaoosi  of 
<f«)r<>m<>rt.  a**.,  and  othrr  1  barir*^  connected 
«iih  the  (  •  l"nii«,  lociU'Jioff  K«t>riisr«  incuiml 
uti'Jrr  *'rh(«   Ta*  the  IiUndm  rn4<€tioa  Act, 

Ix>RD  BANDOU'H  CHUHCHILL: 
I  thiuk  there  are  other  considerationa 
inTt>lTed  which  haTc  not  been  put  by 
any  other  Membt-r.  This  is  certainly  a 
Tery  formidable  grant — a  Vote  of  £  1,200 
— and  I  haTe  no  doubt  that  it  merits  the 
car«*ful  consideration  which  the  Com* 
mitt4«e  has  gireu  to  it.  But  I  would  ask 
i  hon.  Members  to  ctiusider  whether  the 
Canadians  might  not,  with  much  justici* 
and  truth,  put  a  seriuu«  mlsttinstruiiion 
oil  the  rejection  of  the  Vote  by  the  Gum* 


3  6  2 


1255      Suppfy— Civil  Services,       {COMMONS}       ^-e,  EetimaUs,  1885-6.      1256 


mittee  to-night.  If  the  Committee  think 
that  the  late  Government  were  wrong  in 
granting  the  medals,  they  can  censure 
them.  But  what  is  the  position  as  it  aflTects 
theDominionf  Andwhatisthe  position  in 
which  we  stand,  not  only  with  regard  to 
Canada,  but  with  regard  to  one  of  our 
Australian  Colonies?  We  were  carry- 
ing on  military  operations  which  sorely 
strained  the  military  resources  of  this 
country.  The  Nile  Expedition  could 
hardly  have  been  carried  on  with  so 
much  celerity  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Canadian  boatmen;  and  the  Canadian 
Oovemment  afforded  all  possible  facili- 
ties for  giying  the  British  Oovemment 
the  assistance  of  those  boatmen.  That 
was  a  favour  shown  to  this  country  by 
the  Canadian  Oovemment  in  a  most 
honourable  and  dignified  manner.  I 
imagine  that  the  fact  must  remain  on 
their  mind  that  they  did  render  assist- 
ance to  Her  Majesty's  Ghovemment  in  a 
time  of  need.  But  how  is  it  proposed  to 
reward  them  ?  They  came  to  our  assist- 
ance at  a  time  when  their  services  were 
really  wanted  and  were  really  useful, 
and  they  did,  in  point  of  fact,  render  in- 
valuable service  in  a  matter  in  which  we 
should  hardly  have  got  the  work  done 
without  their  aid.  Soon  after  this  in- 
valuable service  had  been  rendered  to 
us,  the  Government  of  the  Dominion 
was  placed  in  a  position  of  considerable 
difficulty  by  the  outbreak  of  a  rebellion, 
whioh  was  successfully  put  down  by  an 
Expedition  of  Volunteers  organised  and 
carried  out  by  a  remarkable  develop- 
ment of  the  martial  spirit  in  Canada. 
After  the  return  of  the  Expedition  the 
Oovemment  of  the  Dominion  asked  that 
a  special  mark  of  favour  should  be 
shown  by  tfae  Crown  to  the  Volunteers 
who  took  part  in  the  Expedition.  What 
would  be  thought  in  Canada  if  the 
House  of  Commons*  after  the  Crown 
and  the  Government  bad  come  forward 
to  grant  a  reward,  declined  to  vote 
£1,200  now  asked  for  for  the  medals  for 
the  soldiers?  That  is  all  I  have  to  put 
before  the  Committee.  The  Committee 
may  censure  the  late  Government;  but  it 
would  be  most  impolitic  not  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  Canadian  Gk»vem- 
ment,  who  have  rendered  us  material 
aaaistanoe  when  the  resources  of  this 
oonntry  were  to  some  extent  overtaxed. 
I  cannot  help  making  an  appeal  to  the 
Prime  Minister  wbemer  that  is  a  posi- 
tion the  Committee  ooold  oooupy  witfi 
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dignity  or  advantage,  and  whether  it 
might  not  produce  serious  misunder- 
standing in  Canada  if  the  Vote  now 
asked  for  were,  by  any  possibility,  to  be 
refused  by  the  Committee  ?  I  trust  the 
Committee  will  not  bo  disposed  to  go  to 
a  division  without  a  word  from  the 
Prime  Minister  indicating  his  opinion  on 
the  expediency  of  refusing  the  Vote. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  :  I  am 
very  glad  that  explanation  has  been 
made,  because  it  puts  clearly  before  the 
Committee  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment  with  regard  to  this  Vote.  The 
resignation  of  one  Government  and  the 
appointment  of  another,  when  it  occurs 
in  the  interval  between  the  spending  of 
a  sum  of  money  and  the  final  sanction  of 
the  House  to  it,  frequently  leads  to  some 
difficulty,  because  it  is  one  Government 
that  comes  to  a  decision  to  spend  the 
money,  and  it  is  another  whose  formal 
and  unquestionable  duty  it  is  to  submit 
to  the  House  the  Estimate  that  has  been 
prepared  and  signed.  Nothing  remains 
to  them  but  to  submit  it  to  the  House. 
A  fair  and  candid  statement  has  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith),  who  has  given  the  reasons 
which  influenced  the  late  GK>vemment 
in  the  decision  at  which  they  anived. 
Well,  Sir,  the  present  Gh>vemmentwere 
not  parties  to  that  decision.  I  own  that 
I  feel  g^at  difficulty  in  making  myself 
a  party  to  it,  ex  pott  facto,  by  stating  that 
I  thought  a  sound  discretion  had  been 
exercised.  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea 
that  any  improper  motive  can  be  im- 
puted to  the  late  Government  in  coming 
to  this  decision.  But  when  I  come  to 
consider  the  vote  I  should  give,  I  ap- 
proach the  question  less  as  a  Minister 
than  as  a  Member  of  Parliament ;  and, 
looking  at  it  as  a  Member  of  Paiiia- 
ment,  I  am  certainly  nnable  to  adopt 
the  whole  statement  joat  made  by  the 
noble  Lord.  But  what  the  noble  Lord 
stated  is  entitled  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee.  He  has  asked  whether, 
if  we  were  to  reject  the  Vote,  the  Act 
would  not  be  liable  to  be  miaeonstrued  in 
Canada  ?  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Vote  is  within  the  compe- 
tency of  the  Committee ;  but  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  deny  that  it  would 
be  open  to  miaconstmction  in  Canada ; 
and,  on  the  whole,  I  am  not  willing  to 
incur  the  risk  of  that  misoonstmelion.  1 
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U'»^A,  with  tho  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Ijibouchere\  that  the 
c)ao«ti(m  of  fC^Tinf?  militnrj  decoratione 
for  mtlttarj  eenrti^a  in  operatiooe  that  ■ 
Wf*re  of  tho  natur«»  of  c  ivil  war  in  a  rery  ; 
tiiie  qtte»tion  indeed,  which  admitu  of 
bfing  argued  against  as  well  an  for; 
and  that  n*a«>n,  of  itaelf,  would  havo 
inclined  mo  to  leave  tho  matter  enttn^lj 
in  the  hands  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
tiifut.  Hut  I  could  not  roftiet  the  force 
of  tho  fart  that  what  haa  been  done  hae 
bf-en  dono  in  porfect  g<Jo<i  faith,  who. 
thcr  the  judgment  exorcised  han  boon 
eonnd  or  not.  If  the  C^>mmittoe  were 
til  intenrone  now  and  withhold  ita  eanc- 
ti<»n.  it  in  probable  that  euch  an  act 
t»n  tho  part  of  tho  (\>mmittoe  would 
bo  o|M»n  to  Aoridu^  mi<««n>n^truction  in 
<*iOMia;  and  it  in  br  no  roeana  worth 
whilo  incurring  auch  a  risk  io  a  matter 
of  this  hind. 

Questt<m  put. 

The  (*ommittee  ifiriV^^  :^Ayea  66; 
Noes  2(>*J:  Majontr  143.— (Dit.  Lint, 
No.  10. 

Original  Question  put,  and  sfr##tf  fe. 

Oukm  TT. — Nox-ErrK*  nn:  akd  CnA- 
irABi.i:  SKKTUEn. 

6.^  £3.(M)0,  Haperanouation  and  Re- 
tired Allowancoe. 

SiE  KOHKRT  PEKL:  Whatha<ibo. 
fomooftliM  V<>t«  boforo  tbi*.  for  South 
Africa  and  St.  Hrb^na?  Whv  is  it  that 
no  notico  hs^  b«»on  tak«*n  of  it? 

T.ia  SKCMtKFARY  ro  the  TREA- 
BVH\  ;Mr  If.  H.  F..wir.R^:  It  will  b« 
takfn  «in  Monday  in«toad  of  to-night,  in 
ord'T  that  tho  di«ruuion  upon  it  maj 
not  intorfen*  with  tho  (^roftiTs*  Bill. 

Mr.  RYLANDS:  r|»on  thi«  Vote  I 
wt«h  to  oxpro««  inj  hojie  that  the  wholo 
quo«ti<m  with  r>«trard  to  pon<iions  in  tho 
I'ublir  S*nrii  ••  will  rocoiro  strirt  atton- 
tion  at  tho  h^n«!«  of  tho  (Niuimittoo  and 
Ifor  Mni**«tv't  Ooyornm*  nt.  Tho  C*>m- 
r.'ttoomll  lo  aware  that  this  sum  of 
£  ;  m>o  14  an  additinn  to  the  total  sum 
«.f  £l»io.7lO  a«k«M|  for  in  tho  ordinal 
}l«titnat«*  of  lHH'».(;  fur  Sjp<>rann*:'i!ion 

and  lt«tir<>l  Allowance's  in  this  (*li%«: 
but.  la  aiMttitin  to  tho^o  tlf^urc*.  a  rory 
larg*v  sum  is  to!**-!  oforr  yvsr  and 
chanrod  ttprm  tho  r  m*'>tidat<>«l  Fund, 
amounting  to  soT^-rAl  milii«ms  storliug  ;  j 
and  I  am  qutto  c^tttinthat,  unleat  some 
•etiouf  etTort  is  mado  to  check  the  con- ! 


tinual  increase  of  the  charge  for  pen« 
sions,  thero  will  be  great  public  diaaatis* 
faction.  I  may,  in  fact,  aay  that  tbera 
is  Tcry  great  public  di •satisfaction  al- 
ready. The  other  erening,  hon.  Mem* 
bers  will  recolloft,  I  appealed  to  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Socretary  to  the  Trea- 
surr  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlor'  on  the  Vote 
witli  regard  to  the  now  ( >lBce  formed  for 
the  Secretary  for  S( otland.  I  suggested 
that  it  was  extromoly  d«*sirable  that,  in 
^Yf^ty  caAO  where  it  was  poA^ible,  thoae 
go nt lemon  already  on  pension  who  are 
not  pa«it  tho  age  of  efficient  work 
should  be  drafted  into  the  Public  Ser- 
vice, with  a  Tiew  to  effect  a  earing  of 
ponsion.  We  are  continually  plating 
men  on  pension,  with  the  riow  of  re- 
organizing tho  I  K*partmonta  of  the  Publio 
Service  ;  but  when  those  re-organita- 
tions  in  the  Public  Service  hare  taken 
placo,  I  have  found  that  the  economy 
which  has  resulted  from  it  to  the  public 
is  Tory  difficult  to  S(*e,  althougn  the 
cause  of  publio  ectmomy  has  been  in- 
▼ariablv  alleged  as  a  reason  for  bringing 
forward  tho  measure.  Now,  since  I 
called  attention  to  this  aubiect,  two 
nights  ago,  I  have  re<*eiTed  letters  in 
c^>nnection  with  it,  and  I  know  that  there 
aro  at  this  present  timo  many  gentlemen 
who  have  becm  forced  to  accept  pensiona 
— men  who  are  now  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  who  are  anxioua  to  get  publio  em- 
ployment, but  have  no  chance  of  obtain- 
ing it.  It  has  beon  sugtffsted  to  me, 
and  I  have  my«olf  broujclit  the  subj<rt 
under  the  notice  of  the  Treasury,  that  it 
would  be  very  desirable  if  a  list  of  all 
those  gentlemen  who  are  placed  on  pen- 
sion and  who  are  still  able  to  render  publio 
}iorvice  should  be  kept ;  and  that,  if  pos- 
sible, such  li»t  should  also  indicate  the 
names  of  thoee  who  will  be  willing  to  give 
their  S4*rvices  to  the  State  in  fulfilment  of 
public  duty.  It  would  be  desirable  al«o 
that  all  ap(>ointments,  so  far  as  {)os«iblo, 
should  be  a(c«>mpani«d  with  thi^  condi- 
tion— that  any  gentleman  entering  the 
Publio  Serrici*  should  place  himself  at 
the  dis]>o»al  of  the  Government,  to  this 
extent,  at  Ie.i«t.  that  if  he  is  places!  on 
|M-ii«iiin  he  a  ill  bo  ]iab!e  to  be  brought 
agnia  into  tho  Public  Service  for  the 
diMharge  of  sut  h  duties  as,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  <lovemment,  he  may  be 
able  to  perform.  But  now  there  is  a 
cimtinaal  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
men  put  on  pension,  who  decline  to  go 
back  to  till*  Public  S«>rrioa,  becaoae  thaj 


1259      Supphf'-Civil  Bervxcii,       {COMMONS}       j-<7.  A/fma^«,  1885-6.      1360 


were    only    appointed    for    particular 
duties.     But,  leaving  these  gentlemen 
out  of  the  question,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  extremely  desirable  that  some  sys- 
tem should  be  adopted  by  means  of 
which  some  saving  of  expenditure  in  pen- 
sions might  be  made — that  is  to  say,  by 
the  employment  of  suitable  persons  who 
may  be  retired  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, but  who  are  still  able  to  serve 
the  public.  I  am  bound  to  say,  however, 
that  I  believe  the  servants  of  the  Grown 
are  very  much  indisposed  to  facilitate 
any  arrangement  which  would    again 
bring  into  the  Service  gentlemen  who 
may  be  retired  on  pension,  because  it  is 
quite  clear  that  when  there  is  a  vacancy 
in  any  Office  there  is  a  chance  of  promo- 
tion, which  would  be  done  away  with, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  if  some  out- 
sider were  admitted.  The  servants  of  the 
Crown,  to  a  large  extent,  seem  to  think 
that  the  Public  Service  exists  for  their 
benefit,  and  they  are  always  to  be  found 
supporting  measures  which  tend  to  the 
increase  of  public  charges ;  but  I  hope 
we  are  approaching  the  time  when  the 
public,    through  their  Representatives 
in  this  House,  will  show  these  gentle- 
men that  they  are  appointed  by  the 
public  and  exist  for  the  Public  Service, 
and  that  unless  some  change  is  brought 
about  in  this  matter,  there  will  not  alone 
be  great  dissatisfaction,  but,  perhaps, 
an  end  of  their  interest  altogether.    If 
this  enormous  Pension  List  goes  on  in- 
creasing as  it  has  done  for  many  years 
past,  looking  at  its  enormous  total,  look- 
ing at  the  fact  that  Democracy  is  a 
greater  power  in  this  House  than  it 
was,  and  that  it  will  probably  be  greater 
hereafter,  I  verily  believe  that  there  will 
be  such  stern  measures  taken  by  the 
public  that  individual  interests  may  not 
be  regarded  in  quite  so  favourable  a 
manner  as  some  gentlemen  may  desire. 
I  think,  therefore,  in  the  interest  of  the 
Crown,  that  the  attention  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  and  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  directed  at  once  to  this 
question,  and  I  hope  we  shall  be  in- 
formed how  far  some  impression  can  be 
made  upon  the  Pension  List  with  the 
view  of  reducing  this  very  serious  charge. 
Thb  chairman  :    I  have  not  in- 
terrupted the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley 
in  the  coarse  his  remarks  have  taken  in 
consequence  of  what  I  believe  to  be  a 
yerv  lax  practice.  I  think  the  clear  rule 
is  uat  the  disoasnon  on  a  Supplement  I 

Mr.  EylaHd$ 


tary  Vote  should  be  confined  to  the 
specific  items  contained  therein,  and  that 
the  general  principle  should  not  be  en- 
tered upon  except  for  the  purpose  of 
illustration. 

Sib  OEOROE  CAMPBELL :  I  concur, 
Mr.  Courtney,  with  your  view  that  no 
general  principle  should  be  discussed  on 
a  Supplementary  Estimate,  and  shall,  of 
course,  act  upon  it  in  dealing  with  the 
Vote  before  the  Committee.  I  find,  in 
the  details  of  the  Vote  under  A  for 
Superannuation  Allowances,  a  speoifio 
charge  for  £1,000  on  account  of  the 
Chaneery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice,  in  addition  to  the  original  Esti- 
mate. I  wish  to  know  what  that  charge 
is  for — and  I  ask  if  there  has  been  any 
re-arrangement  in  the  Chancery  Division 
of  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  owing  to 
which  some  person  in  the  prime  of  life 
has  been  retired ;  or  has  there  been  an 
unexpected  breakdown  of  some  import- 
ant member  of  the  High  Couit  of 
Justice  for  whom  it  is  necessary  to  pro- 
vide a  pension  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  FowLEB):  Mr.  Court- 
ney, after  the  remarks  you  have  just 
made  I  shall  not  transgress  your  ruHng 
by  entering  upon  the  general  subject 
raised  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Burnley  (Mr.  Rylands);  but,  perhaps, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  entirely 
sympathize  with  him,  and  will  exercise 
any  power  I  may  possess  to  carry  out 
the  object  in  view.  With  regard  to  the 
Question  asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell),  I 
have  given  particular  attention  to  the 
Estimates  for  this  matter.  My  hon. 
Friend  will  understand  that  they  are 
not  in  the  Estimates  of  the  year,  but 
that  they  consist  of  unexpected  olaima 
which  have  come  before  Parliament  in 
a  Supplementary  Estimate.  There  has 
been  no  re-organixalion  of  the  Chancery 
Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice. 
I  may  say  that  two  of  the  oldest  officers 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  have  retired 
this  year,  which  explains  the  charge  of 
£1,000  for  superannuation  allowancea* 
The  two  gentlemen  referred  to,  I  believe, 
have  been  known  to  me  in  the  Public 
Service  for  more  years  than  I  care 
to  remember.  As  I  said,  they  have 
now  retired  after  a  life-long  eerrioe 
under  the  ordinary  Rules,  and  they  are, 
therefore,  entitled  to  panaiona. 

Tote  agr00d  to. 
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Clam  TII. — MisiSiXAirious. 

«.)  £'i,700.  Regi«tratton  of  Voten. 
Kn  Inland. 

Si«  JOnX  OORST:  Mr  Courtnor, 
I  wifth  to  auk  a  Qui^ntion  with  ivfcard  to 
thi«  Voto.  and,  in  doinf;  t^o,  I  shall  pro- 
r«»r<l  •trittlr  in  accordanco  with  your 
ruhn((.  I  will  remind  the  Oommtttoe  that 
Uiit  Tfl^ar  the  num  of  £-10,000  waa  granted 
bj  Parliament  in  aid  of  the  exnonses  of 
r(»iri«tntii>n  in  countiea.  Of  tnat  ftum 
£'io.O(K)  waa  appropriatod  to  the  extra 
remuneration  of  Clerks  of  the  Peace  and 
other  county  exponsee,  and  the  remain- 
ing  £20,000  was  for  the  extra  remunera- 
tiim  of  overseers.  I  am  informed  that 
th4«  H4%tum8  wore  made  bj  the  counties 
to  the  lifM-al  Goremmont  Board,  and 
thtt  thoT  w«>re  to  rocetTO  this  sum  fn>m 
the  Imp€*rinl  OoTemment  b«'fore  Christ- 
mas la«t ;  but,  notwithstanding  that,  I 
am  informed  that  no  sums  have  been 
rereivi'd  bj  the  counties  with  respect  to 
tht«  iprant.  I  ask  the  roaM>n  for  this^ 
whether  it  was  owing  to  this  Hupple- 
mentsrr  Vote  of  £2.700  being  required 
that  the  delay  has  taken  place ;  whether 
the  sum  aakf^l  fur  is  for  the  purposes  I 
have  dMcribed ;  and  whether  the  (Go- 
vernment can  name  an^  period  of  time 
within  which  the  counties  were  entitled 
to  th^  payment  of  the  expenses  under 
the  Vote  of  last  year,  and  when  payment 
will  le  mvie  * 

Tna  HK^'RKTAKY  ro  the  LOOAL 
UOVKRNMKNT  HOAHD  (Mr.  Je««»k 
ri)tUN<i4^ :  In  answer  to  the  in(|utry  of 
the  hott.  and  learned  ttentloman  oppo- 
aite,  I  may  say  that  I  anticipate  that  the 
payment  in  rr4|>rct  of  tho  expensea  of 
Clerka  of  the  Peace  and  overs«*ers,  in 
coonc'Ction  with  the  re  ^  stmt  ion  of  votera, 
will  \*€*  made  immediately.  The  ac- 
counts are  made  up.  and  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  money  shfiuM  not  be  paid  to  the 
counties  almo«t  at  on«^. 

Ma.  tN>NVBK\HK:  A  few  days  ago 
I  to«>k  the  op|x»rtunity  of  aiMrt««sing  a 
Uue*tion  to  tho  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  on  the  subjrrtof  tho 
amen<lment  of  tho  law  in  r«'lntt€>n  to  the 
registration  cif  voters.  I  regretted  that 
no  h«ipo  was  heM  out  by  the  right  hoo. 
Of*ntleman  at  the  time  of  the  matter 
l>eing  taken  up  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
▼amment  during  this  year;   and,   al 


Seaaion  they  will  be  able  to  get  passed 
any  amendment  of  the  I^w  of  Registra- 
tion. The  principal  reaaon  aasigned  for 
not  taking  up  this  question  in  a  (Govern- 
ment measure  thia  vear  waa  that  Farlia* 
ment  had  met  under  unusual  ctreum- 
stancea,  and  that  it  would  bo  better  to 
wait  until  we  are  near  the  decease  of 
Parliament  than  to  attempt  legislation 
on  tho  subject  while  Parliament  ta 
young.  But  it  aeems  to  me  not  impoa* 
siblo  that  this  Parliament  may  oome  to 
an  end  b<»foro  tho  present  vear  expiree; 
and  it  is  on  that  account  that  I  venture 
to  renew  my  proteat  against  the  law  aa 
it  exists  for  the  registration  of  voters, 
and  to  expreas  the  hope  that  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  of  the  country  tha 
Government  will  deal  with  the  question. 
Kvery  election  that  takea  place  ahowa 
how  unfair  to  the  majority  of  the  work- 
ing classes  is  the  action  of  the  preaent 
law.  With  the  permission  of  the  Com- 
mittee I  will  state  what  occurred  with 
regard  to  my  own  election.  I  acted  not 
onTv  as  my  own  election  agent,  but 
looked  after  the  business  relating  to  the 
list  in  tho  Revision  Court  aa  well.  I 
found  in  the  case  of  one  particular  parish 
tho  names  of  certsin  voters,  working 
men,  which  were  struck  off  the  list  from 
no  fault  of  their  own,  but  aimply  be- 
cause of  the  default  or  negligence  of  the 
overseers  with  regard  to  the  initials  re- 
presenting their  ('hristian  names,  and  it 
was  with  great  difliculty  that  I  persuaded 
the  Revising  Barrister  in  their  case  not 
to  strike  off  the  namea  of  the  individuala. 
It  aeems  to  me  a  grievance  of  whieh  tha 
working  classes  have  to  complain,  that 
when  they  aee  their  namea  on  the  Re- 
gisters thev  should  afterwards  be  da* 
prived  of  their  right  to  vote,  as  I  have 
aaid,  through  no  default  on  their  part, 
but  through  the  negligence  or  ignorance 
of  those  with  whtmi  the  duty  reata  of 
making  out  the  li*ts.  I  do  not  com- 
plain specially  of  the  lists  of  last  year, 
bc<'anse  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that 
owing  to  the  great  amount  of  work 
thrown  upon  the  authoritiea  in  c«>nnec- 
tion  with  the  Reform  Act,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  a  gi^Ml  many  mistakes; 
nor  do  I  want  to  chanre  the  overasera 
wim  any  msIs/i/m  ;  but  I  aay  that  when 
this  Vote  is  asked  to  supplement  the 
Vote  originally  grmated  for  tha  regiatm- 


thoogh  thara  are  two  private  Membeta'  '  tion  of  voters,  it  ia  deairable  to  aaa  that 
Billa  upon  the  aubject,  I  fear  it  ia  very    the  work  ia  properly  done.    Than,  la 
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another  case  which  oame  under  my 
notice,  the  oversoers  did  not  comply 
with  the  law ;  and  I  make  ayery  BtroDg 
representation  on  this  ground.  I  think 
it  is  most  desirable  that  the  overseers 
should  discharge  their  duty  in  all  re- 
spects according  to  law.  The  law  re- 
quires that  overseers  should  publish  the 
usts  of  voters  io  a  particular  manner — 
namely,  by  affixing  them  to  the  outside 
wall  or  door  of  every  church  or  chapel 
in  each  parish.  This  was  not  done  on 
the  occasion  referred  to  ;  and  although 
I  complained  to  the  Eevising  Barrister, 
he  refused  to  entertain  my  complaint, 
and  made  some  excuse.  I  draw  atten- 
tion to  this  because,  where  lists  are  hung 
up  inside  churches  or  chapels,  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  those  concerned  to 
ascertain  whether  they  are  on  the  list 
or  not.  For  the  reasons  I  have  given  I 
think  these  are  matters  which  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Oovernment  ought  to  take  notice 
of,  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  evil  com- 
plained of  as  soon  as  possible.  There 
are  other  matters  in  connection  with  the 
Hegistration  Law  about  which  I  shall 
have  to  speak  at  another  time,  but  which 
are  not  germane  to  this  particular  Yote. 
As  we  are  here  asked  to  vote  large  sums 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  work  of  the  Registration  Act,  I 
think  it  is  only  right  to  call  attention  to 
the  facts  I  have  described.  In  conolu- 
sion»  I  think  that  the  subject  ought  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  time  at  the  disposal 
of  the  present  Oovernment,  and  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  because  I  certainly 
feel  with  regard  to  political  matters  of 
the  present  day  that  it  is  impossible  to 
say  whether  or  not  we  shall  have  another 
Oeneral  Election  before  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Sib  BERNHARD  SAMUELSON  :  I 
also  have  to  complain  of  the  way  in 
which  the  overseers,  in  my  own  experi- 
ence, performed  their  duties  of  registra- 
tion. In  the  division  which  I  represent 
(Banbury)  there  were  whole  parishes  in 
which  the  voters  were  incorrectly  de- 
scribed ;  and  hon.  Members  can  imagine 
the  expense  this  would  throw  upon  the 
candidates,  while  the  voters  themselves 
mi^ht  bo  deprived  of  the  privilege  to 
which  they  were  entitled.  I  remember 
the  difficulty  we  had  in  rectifying  these 
blunders.  In  some  cases  it  was  impos- 
sible to  do  so,  the  Revising  Barristers 
saying  thsy  had  no  power  to  make  the 
necessary   rectifications.     I    hope   the 
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Oovernment  will  not  wait  till  they  can 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the  whole 
subject,  but  that  they  will  introduce  a 
short  Bill  in  which  two  things  ought  to 
be  provided  for — one  is,  that  Revising 
Barristers  may  have  power,  where  the 
name  of  a  person  duly  qualified  to  vote 
appears  on  the  Register,  to  insert  the 
proper  qualification ;  the  other  is,  that 
if  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  overseer 
is  proved,  power  should  be  g^ven  to 
the  Revising  Barrister  to  mulct  the 
overseer  in  costs.  If  these  provisions 
were  made  in  a  Bill  of  a  few  lines,  I 
think  we  might  rest  contented  for  the 
present ;  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear^m 
the  Treasury  Bench  whether  any  steps 
will  be  taken  in  the  direction  indicated. 
Although,  perhaps,  it  is  not  so  germane 
to  the  Vote  before  us  as  the  question 
of  Registration,  I  would  ask  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Oo- 
vernment Board  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings),  if 
he  can  state  the  total  number  of  two- 
pences  paid  to  the  overseers  and  Olerks 
of  the  Peace,  which  would  indicate  the 
total  number  of  voters  on  the  Register  ? 

Mb.  HANDEL  OOSSHAM :  I  can 
support  the  statements  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  have  just  spoken  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  registration.  From  my  own 
knowledge,  I  am  in  a  position  to  state 
that  thousands  of  the  poorer  class  of 
voters  lost  their  qualification  at  the  last 
Election  by  the  blundering  of  the  over- 
seers. I  am  of  opinion  that  no  part  of 
our  system  is  worse  performed  than  the 
part  performed  by  the  overseers.  I 
believe,  moreover,  that  in  many  cases 
they  have  acted  in  the  most  partisan 
spirit,  a  circumstance  which  in  itself 
ought  to  bring  their  conduct  under 
severe  censure.  I  entirely  concur  with 
the  wish  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber forOxford8hire(SirBomhard  Samuel- 
son)  that  there  were  some  means  by 
which  a  severe  penalty  could  be  in- 
flicted in  the  case  of  overseers  who  have 
acted  improperly. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  am  glad  to 
hear  the  opinions  expressed  by  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
on  this  question  of  the  registration  of 
voters.  There  is,  in  my  opinion,  nothing 
more  absolutely  necessary  for  the  free 
choice  of  Members  of  this  House  than 
the  purification  of  the  present  method 
of  placing  the  names  of  voters  on  the 
lists.  The  Prime  Minister  himself,  when 
speaking  at  Mid  Lothian,  placed  this  at 
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th«  tmy  ooTA  of  the  subject.  I  am  con- 
ttnoMl  that,  onh^M  som*  fin*  or  mulct 
i«  plaood  on  oTcr9««r»,  it  is  absolutelj 
kopelo«s  to  ux|>oct  a  oorrvct  and  impar- 
tial diichari^  <if  tkoir  duties ;  and,  with 
r^l^arU  U>  Ireland,  I  sball  bo  pioparfd  to 
•bow  not  only  that  prt>por  p«Tsons  wen* 
n'*t  in  the  Hits,  but  that  iiu|>ro|Kr 
p<ir%<»ns,  who  had  no  political  oiistfuco 
at  ail,  wora  placed  on  tho  roll  of  Ti>t«*rs. 
Thcro  i«  no  doubt  that  if  a  Solvct  (^>m• 
uutt4H>  woro  grautini  to  inquire  int4)  thi^ 
matt«>r,  it  wuuUl  bo  shown  that  then* 
were  net  ns  of  ra^os  of  tho  groau'nt  mis* 
conduct  on  th«*  part  of  oTermM^rs ;  an(l 
now  that  a  Lib«*ral  Uorornment  is  in 
Offico,  I  trust  that  some  steps  will  bo 
taken  to  pn>cure  a  puritication  of  th<* 
ImU.  It  la  not  enough  that  a  grant 
should  be  mstle  in  aid  of  the  cost  of 
rrgifttration  ;  tho  matter  ahouM  be  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  local  partisana ;  and 
I  trust  that  the  Goremment  will  see 
the  enormous  importance,  as  aflectiug 
every  llombpr  of  the  llou«e,  of  per- 
forming  tha  dutj.  In  Ireland  we  are 
simplj  disgustanl  with  the  way  in  which 
this  bu»ine*s  is  carried  on  ;  and  I  beg  t4> 
assure  ht>n.  If  emU^rs  opposite  that  any 
str|is  which  tht-y  may  take  to  insure 
purification  of  tht*  lists  will  have  our 
cordial  support. 

Tne  SECUKrABY  to  thb  TREA- 
SUUY  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowles):  I  do  not 
rogret  the  di^cusaion  which  haa  taken 
|la4^  on  this  Tote,  although  it  has  occu- 
pied a  eonsiderabli*  amount  of  tim<*.  I 
can  as«ura  hon.  Memlx^rs  on  this  side  of 
the  Ilouae,  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  I>erry  Mr.  T.  M.  HiMily), 
that,  in  my  opinion,  this  cjuestion  of 
ri'gistration  has  become  a  crying  evil, 
and  that,  as  hon.  Members  have  agreed, 
it  is  deKirmble  that  the  wlole  l^w  of 
Registration,  and,  what  is  more  import* 
ant,  its  administration,  should  be  re* 
firmt-d.  lion.  Members  will  n>moml»er 
that  the  question  was  carefullY  con- 
»id«riHl  when  we  were  engaged  with 
the  Reform  Uill ;  but  that  it  was  abso* 
lutf'ly  im]>osstMe  to  deal  with  it  thon, 
and  w»  allowed  the  existing  machinery 
to  stand  as  it  was  in  vit*w  of  the  disso- 
lution of  Parlismf'at  and  the  General 
KlectioQ.  liut  I  think  that  th<*  presrut 
GoTemment  is  pledged  to  an  alt<»iatton 
of  the  law,  and  I  hare  no  doubt  that 
theangg^etions  made  to-night,  and  th«)se 
thai  may  be  made  berrafter,  will  be 
taken  into  their  con*  ideral  ion.    I  beliere 


tha^  a  Pelect  Committee  haa  sat  to  con* 
sider  the  question  of  reforming  the 
Rtvi^tration  Laws.  I  think  that  pro- 
bsMy  the  \mM  way  to  deal  with  the 
matser  will  bo  to  get  rid  of  the  over- 
M^ors  altogether;  but,  of  course,  I  can* 
not  pletli^o  my(»«»lf  or  the  (roTemment 
to  any  specitic  mode  of  proc«Hlure, 
although  1  can  assure  hon.  Gentlomea 
that  it  is  a  mattor  with  which,  when 
they  hav««  the  opportunity,  the  Govern  * 
ment  intends  to  doal. 

Ma.  M.VCFAUIANK:  Thisisaqoea- 
tion  which  relates  not  to  Kngland  and 
WaliHi  only,  but  to  the  whol«»  Kingdom. 
I  wiiih,  tht^refore,  to  make  a  few  remarks 
u|M>n  the  question  with  regard  to  Scot* 
land. 

TiiE(*HAlKMAX:  The  hon.  Member 
will  not  be  in  Order  in  referring  to  8<'ot- 
Isud.  the  Vote  before  the  (Committee 
having  reference  only  to  Kngland  and 

Tub  SKORETAKY  to  tbe  LOCAL 
GOVERNMKNT  HOARD  (Mr.  Jkssr 
(\>LLixo««) :  In  reply  to  my  hon.  Friend 
tho  Monibor  for  Oaford shire  ^Ikmbury) 
Sir  Bernhard  SamueUon).  I  have  to 
state  that  there  was  an  allowance  of 
4V.  for  each  name  placed  upon  the  list — 
that  is  to  say,  2if.  for  each  name  to  the 
overseers  and  2^.  to  tbo  Cleika  of  tbe 
Peace.  The  number  of  voters  in  Eng* 
land  and  Wales  waa  2,546.640,  which, 
at  f^.  iM*r  heatl,  gives  the  sum  of 
£1*2,444.  The  increase  in  the  number 
of  county  voters  for  Kngland,  Wales, 
.S^itland,  and  Ireland  waa  1,729,300; 
and  if  we  add  to  thia  the  tnorease  tor 
the  extension  of  the  borough  and  eervioe 
franchis4%  taking  into  acc<iunt  the  in* 
crease  of  population  from  \^S\  to  the 
time  when  the  Act  oame  into  foroe,  it  ia 
assumed  that  it  will  give  a  total  increase 
of  2,000,000  of  voters. 

Vote  Sfrftd  f#. 

*J.'   Xi.OoO,   Registration  of  Voters, 
Ir«*IsuJ. 

Mr.  T.  M.  IIKALT:  After  the  n** 
marks  wlitch  (•*11  from  the  hun.  Gentle- 
man  the  S<H*rctsry  to  the  Treaaury  (Mr. 
H.  II.  Fowler  .  I  do  not  think  it  necee* 
sary  to  enter  upon  a  long  discoasion  of 
this  Vote.  I  shall,  therefore,  aay  but  a 
vfcy  few  words  upon  it.  I  think  It 
ab«M>lutely  n<i««sary  that  there  ahoold 
be  M*me  protection  to  vours  ia  reference 
lo  this  matter  of  registration,  la  Ire* 
Und,  the  Sheriff  or  the  Clerk  of  tha 
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Peace  ffives  out  the  printing^  of  the 
voters'  lists  to  the  Conseryative  news- 
paper, and  the  OooseTTative  newspaper, 
when  once  the  lists  are  signed  by  the 
Berising  Barrister,  as  we  koow,  may 
put  in  any  names  it  pleases.  We  do 
charge  that  after  the  voters'  lists  in 
Ulster  had  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
Berising  Barrister,  and  were  signed  by 
him  and  handed  over  to  be  printed,  the 
lists  were  stuffed,  and  that  dozens  and 
scores  of  persons  appeared  who  were 
never  on  it  at  all,  while  persons  who 
were  struck  off  the  lists  appeared  after- 
wards as  genuine  voters.  The  serious 
effect  of  this  will  be  that  there  will 
exist  in  the  public  mind  a  sense  of  iin- 
easiness  and  distrust;  and  even  sup- 
posing that  our  charges  are  not  sub- 
stantial, there  will  still  remain  the  belief 
that,  under  the  present  system,  such 
things  are  possible.  I  say  it  is  essential 
that  we  should  have  a  fair  Court,  fair 
law,  and  honest  people  to  carry  it  out. 
The  whole  machinery  should  be  above 
suspicion,  and  then  if  a  mistake  were 
made  everyone  would  believe  it  was  a 
mistake;  whereas,  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, if  a  mistake  is  made  the  as- 
sumption is  to  the  contrary ;  and  there 
is  in  the  North  of  Ireland  a  fe?liDg  that 
not  only  the  boundaries,  but  the  voters' 
lists,  have  been  jerrymandered. 

Mr.  MACABTNEY  :  I  should  not 
trouble  the  Committee  were  it  not  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Derry 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  has,  as  usual,  taken 
the  course  of  making  very  serious  charges 
against  Members  from  the  North  of  Ire- 
land. He  makes  the  assertion,  although 
he  did  not  name  any  instance,  that  the 
printing  of  the  lists  of  voters  was  given 
only  to  the  Conservative  newspapers. 
There  are  not  many  newspapers  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  representing  the  opi- 
nions of  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way; but  I  quite  admit  that,  where 
there  are  newspapers  representing  those 
opinions,  they  are  entitled  to  a  share  of 
the  printing.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  also  stated  that  there  exists 
a  general  and  strong  impression  amongst 
the  public  in  the  North  of  Ireland  that 
the  registration  of  voters  there  has  been 
tampered  with.  Now,  I  totally  dissent 
from  that  view.  There  was,  of  course, 
very  heavy  work  during  the  last  tegis- 
tration,  and  I  believe  that  all  the  olticials 
connected  with  it  disohareed  their  duties 
with  unusual  labour  and  efficiency.    A 
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large  amount  of  work  was  done  in  one 
Bevising  Court ;  and  I  believe,  with  re- 
gard to  the  lists,  that  a  very  great  deal 
of  trouble  was  given  to  the  Bevising 
Barrister  and  the  officers  connected  with 
the  registration  by  the  fraudulent  claims 
made  by  the  Nationalist  Party.  One 
person,  a  blacksmith  in  a  small  village, 
was  claimed  for  four  times  in  the  list, 
and  26  names  were  struck  out  without 
any  attempt  of  the  National  Party  to 
defend  them.  I  certainly  protest  before 
the  Committee  against  the  continual  re- 
petition of  these  grave  charges,  which 
are  made,  without  any  specific  case 
being  given,  against  officials  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  or  in  Ireland  gene- 
rally. 

Mb.  DILLON :  The  hon.  Member  fur 
Antrim  (Mr.  Macartney)  has  conveyed 
the  impression  that  the  state  of  things 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  with  regard  to 
the  registration  of  voters  as  described 
by  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Deny  does  not  exist.  But 
the  hon.  Member  forgets  that  his  know- 
ledge is  confined  to  that  Party  who  have 
power  to  appoint  the  officials  In  ques- 
tion, which,  allow  me  to  remind  the 
Committee,  is  exercised  with  a  degree 
of  bigotry  and  exclusiveness  which  can- 
not be  surpassed  in  any  country  in  the 
world.  Of  course,  amongst  his  Friends 
no  such  things  as  we  allege  are  possible, 
and,  of  course,  when  an  error  is  made  it 
cannot  bo  committed  in  favour  of  them, 
but  against  them.  I  think,  with  the 
exception  of  one  Province,  the  officials 
are  bitter  partisans  and  agents  of  the 
Conservative  Party.  We  object  that 
these  men  are  notorious  partizans,  and 
we  say  that  they  should  have  no  control 
over  these  lists.  The  hon.  Member  says 
that  no  such  impression  exists  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  as  that  the  lists  have 
been  tampered  with.  I  venture  to  sug- 
gest that  the  contrary  is  the  case.  I 
myself  fought  a  close  contest,  and  num- 
bers of  respectable  people  came  to  me 
afterwards  and  absolutely  swore  that 
such  action  had  gone  on 

Mr.  MACABTNEY:  I  said  "general 
impression." 

Mb.  DILLON :  It  is,  of  course,  very 
natural  that  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Macartney)  and  his  Friends  are  satis- 
fied with  the  present  state  of  things,  and 
that  we  are  not.  That  is  the  whole 
point  of  the  matter.  We  contend  that 
whenever  an  error  is  oommitied  it  ia  in- 
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from  tho  hon.  If^mbi^r,  I  fthoiild  liko  to 
n\y  lhi»^that  my  exporienco  of  tho 
(^ounty  of  Dublin  r^ipstnition  work 
t«arhes  m<»  that  as  ffroM  irragtilaritiin 
are  to  bo  found  thoro,  within  aight  of 
Dublin  Caatlo,  aa  could  be  found  in  the 
furtheat  comer  of  Oonnanght.  Tho  (Com- 
mittee will  remember  that  laat  year 
Dublin  County  waa  divided  into  two 
diviiiiona  0i>ecially  to  aecuro  a  eeat  fc»r  a 
Tory  in  a  constituency  which,  taken  ana 
whole,  waa  overwhelmingly  National  int. 
Thia  attempt  to  safeguard  the  Kmpire 
was  supplemented  by  the  notion  of  those 
who  aotuallv  drew  the  dividing  HnOt 
for  it  was  curious  to  notice  that  TOtera 
who  were  believed  to  be  Nationalist 
wore  in  all  doubtful  ca«es  placed  on 
the  lists  for  North  Dublin,  which  waa 
strongly  Nationalist,  while  the  contrary 
rule  was  alwaya  adopted  in  the  caae  of 
supposed  ConservatiTea.  I  know  of  one 
case  in  which  the  owner  of  a  rilla  rest- 
denoe,  who  ia  a  Nationalist,  and  the 
gate- lodge  keeper,  who  is  also  a  Na- 
tionalist, were  put  in  North  Dublin ; 
while  the  occupier  of  the  villa,  who  is  a 
Tory,  was  put  in  South  Dublin.  Those 
who  are  so  anxious  to  maintain  the  in- 
togrity  of  the  Kmpire  wore  guilty  of 
the  most  diftgracoful  partisanship  in 
making  up  these  lists ;  and  if  the  hon. 
(tentleman  the  Member  for  Antrim  will 
move  for  aa  in<|uiry  into  these  matters, 
I  will  undertake  to  give  him  a  score  of 
instaocea  even  more  scandalous  than 
those  1  have  mentioned. 

Mn.  MAURK  £  IIEALY:  I  think, 
Sir,  that  there  can  be  little  doubt,  after 
what  my  hon.  Friend  baa  aaid,  that 
whatever  may  be  the  other  qnalitiea  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Antrim  (Mr. 
Macartney)  he  must  know  very  little 
indeed  of  the  subject  of  the  registration 
of  voters.  He  complains  that  tho  Na- 
tionalista  in  the  constituenciee  with  which 
he  is  acquainted  claimed  three  times. 
Well,  the  hon.  Member  in  this  matter 
has  found  a  mare*s  neat.  It  is  abso- 
lutely ne<«*%ftary,  in  order  to  properly 
work  the  bustneas  of  registration,  that 
theae  duplicate  claims  should  be  made, 
and  they  are  not  eirlnatvely  confined  to 
any  one  political  l^arty.  The  fact  ia, 
that  the  law  regulating  the  registratiofi 
of  Vetera  ia  so  compb>x  and  so  confused 
that  it  was  practically  impoaaible  for  the 
person  working  it  to  know  under  what 
particnlar  qnaTification  he  aliouM  make 
a  claim.    In  aome  caaaa  it  ia  quile  ia* 


ly  in  favour  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 

man*a  rarty;  and  we  are  prepared  to 
bring  evidence  in  support  of  our  caae 
before  a  C^ommittee  of  this  House.  I 
know  men  who  are  prepared  to  awear  as 
to  the  irregularities  which  have  occurred 
as  to  minora  having  been  put  on  the  Re- 
gist«»r,  ftc.  Now,  theae  are  the  facts 
which  destroy  public  confidence  in  the 
list.  An  hon.  Member  asked  me  the 
other  dav  how  a  minor  can  vote  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind ;  but  I  pointed  out 
to  him  that  the  Presiding  Officer  had  no 
power  whatever  of  dealing  with  the  mat- 
ter so  long  as  the  name  appeared  on  the 
Register.  I  have  only  to  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, because  the  case  has  been  very 
well  put  bv  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  I>erry  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy';,  that  I  deaire  to  earnestly  press 
upon  the  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury  (Mr. 
11.  H.  Fowler^  that  the  (lovemment 
ought  not  to  postpone  action  in  this  mat- 
t«*r  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  mal- 
practieea.  In  a  very  short  time  there 
may  be  another  General  Election  ;  and, 
therefore,  at  the  very  next  registration 
the  lista  of  voters  ought  to  be  purified. 

Mn.  rLAN('Y :  The  hon.  Member  for 
Antrim  (Mr.  Ms<*artney)  has  accounted 
f<ir  the  partixanship  shown  in  the  dis* 
tribtttion  of  the  printing,  by  stating 
that  Nationali4t  newspapers  in  Ulster 
are  few  in  number.  I  do  not  know 
if  that  is  so;  but  all  I  can  say  is, 
that  the  practice  of  giring  the  print- 
ing of  the  lists  to  the  Tory  news- 
papers is  quite  general  throughout  Ire- 
land. No  matter  which  Province  it  is, 
the  practice  is  that  wherever  the  re- 
sponsible officer  ia  a  Conaervative,  the 
1  ories  get  the  printing  of  the  lista.  The 
hon.  Member  has  char|^<Hl  that  the  Na- 
tionalist Party  tilKnl  the  voters'  lists  with 
double  claims.  The  hon.  Member  simply 
shows  his  ignorance  by  making  such  a 
«  >mplaint.  The  practice  is  a  necessary 
<ne  and  ia  indulged  in  by  both  parties 
when  they  know  their  business.  I 
can  stato  a  fact  for  the  information  of 
h<m.  Members  in  regard  to  the  way  in 
which  the  lista  are  made  up  in  Ireland. 
In  the  Rathmines  IH virion  of  the  county 
of  Dublin,  out  of  500  claims  pot  in  by 
the  friends  of  the  boo.  Member  for 
Antrim  iMr.  Macartney)  not  50  were 
aostained.  In  some  casea,  triple  and 
even  quadruple  caaea  were  made  in  re- 
aptel  of  the  same  perflon.  With  refer- 
cnee  to  another  oosenratioa  which  fell 
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possible  to  know  whether  the  claim 
should  be  made  as  a  rated  oct^upier,  or 
an  owner,  or  as  a  lodger ;  and  therefore 
it  is  necessary  to  lodge  all  the  claims, 
so  that  on  one  of  them  at  least  the 
claimant  shall  succeed.  The  last  revision 
was  the  first  time  that  special  Acts  of 
Parliament  were  applied  in  the  counties 
of  Ireland ;  and,  having  regard  to  that 
fact,  it  was  quite  important  for  every- 
body to  be  prepared  for  the  way  in  which 
those  Acts,  as  Revision  Law,  would  be 
decided  by  the  Courts.  In  one  instance 
no  less  than  500  votes  were  lost  in  con- 
sequence of  a  particular  decision.  There 
is  one  other  matter  to  which  I  should 
like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee— ^I  mean  the  duplication  of  names, 
not  on  the  voters'  list,  but  on  the  Re- 
gister itself.  A  considerable  discussion 
has  been  raised  as  to  the  large  number 
of  abstentions  from  the  poll  in  Ireland. 
Well,  I  can  say  that  it  was  due,  to  a  great 
extent,  to  the  duplication  of  names  on 
the  Register.  My  attention  was  called 
to  one  case  in  which  the  name  of  one  in- 
dividual occurred  on  the  Register  no  less 
than  60  limes,  and  no  less  than  five  times 
on  one  page,  the  names  being  in  close 
proximity  to  each  other.  I  am  aware 
that  this  was  the  case  in  a  large  number 
of  constituencies  in  which  no  proper  re- 
vision took  place,  in  consequence  of  one 
Party  being  in  such  overwhelming  force 
that  there  was  no  opposition  made  before 
the  Revising  Barrister.  I  certainly  join 
in  the  appeal  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  South  Derry  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  that  the  Oovernment  should  take 
this  matter  into  their  consideration,  and, 
when  the  proper  time  comes,  they  will, 
no  doubt,  receive  suggestions  from  all 
parts  of  the  House  as  to  the  way  in 
which  it  should  be  dealt  with.  I  do  not 
mean  to  challenge  this  Vote ;  but  I  re- 
spectfully assert  that  there  are  two 
points  on  which  the  law  ought  to  be 
amoLdod. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

REVENUE  DEPAUTMENT8. 

(10.)  £12,000,  Inland  Revenue. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  do  not  rise  to 
oppose  this  Vote,  because  the  amount  of 
it  is  already  due  to  those  who  act  as  col- 
lectors and  60  on ;  but  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  n.  H.  Fowler)  to  what  I  think  is  the 
cause  of  a  very  large  increase  in  this  Vote, 
and  the  possibility  of  effecting  a  very 

Mr.  Maurice  Heafy 


considerable  economy.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  Committee  that  these 
Supplementary  Estimates  arise  from  the 
poundage  having  been  increased,  not  by 
reason  of  any  additional  labour  having 
been  thrown  upon  the  collectors,  but  by 
the  increase  of  the  Income  Tax  from  6d. 
to  Bd.  in  the  pound ;  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  although  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate asked  for  is  only  £12,000,  the 
actual  additional  poundage  is  not  less 
than  £26,000.  Some  time  ago  the  ques- 
tion was  raised  as  to  whether  an  altera- 
tion should  be  attempted  in  the  system, 
and  whether  the  whole  collection  of  the 
tax  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Inland  Revenue.  That  was  rejected  bj 
the  House.  I  am  not  at  present  going* 
to  discuss  whether  that  decision  of  the 
House  was  a  wise  one  or  not.  It  was 
the  decision  at  which  the  House  arrived, 
and  it  does  not  affect  the  point  which  I 
desire  to  bring  before  the  Committee. 
It  is  at  present  collected  partly  by  the 
Inland  Revenue  and  partly  by  locid  col- 
lectors ;  and  although  the  ooUection  by 
the  Inland  Revenue  shows  a  tendency  to 
increase,  the  pajrment,  as  I  say,  varies 
not  with  the  amount  of  the  paper  which 
is  necessary  for  the  collection  of  the  tax, 
but  it  varies  by  reason  of  the  increase  or 
decrease— the  rate  of  the  tax  itself.  I 
merely  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  figures  in  order  to  show 
that  it  is  desirable  that  some  alteration 
should  be  made  in  the  system.  The 
poundage  was  settled  by  the  House  in 
1880,  and  will  be  found  in  the  Taxes 
Amendment  Act  (1st  Schedule),  1880. 
In  1879-80— the  Schedule  which  was 
then  F  is  now  E — the  actual  amount 
of  poundage  paid  was  £178,948;  in 
1880-1  it  was  £165,709;  in  1881-2  it 
was  £166,865;  while  in  1882-3  it  was 
£214,570,*  the  increase  on  that  year 
over  the  previous  year  being  £47,705, 
and  was,  I  believe,  mainly  due  to  the 
increase  in  the  tax  from  6d.  to  6)^.  in 
the  pound.  The  Expenditure  for  the 
year  1884-5  I  have  not,  nor  for  the  year 
1885-6;  but  the  Estimate  for  1885-6 
was  £238,750,  to  which  an  additional 
£12,000  is  now  added,  making  together 
£260,750.  The  net  result,  therefore,  is 
this — that  the  estimated  Expenditure  for 
the  current  year  is  £77,900  more  than 
the  Estimate  for  the  preceding  year.  I 
ought  to  say,  however,  that  of  that  sum 
about  £34,000  of  the  increase  is  owing 
to  the  charge  for  the  triennial  valuation 
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of  fwvuwtjp  ootrid*  tho  Metropolitan 
arwL  It  is*  howoTor,  £80,000  more  than 
the  nuB  {Mid  ia  1880,  and  it  is  £70,000 
moro  than  the  amoant  of  1884;  and  I 
lH*litre  that  th<)  increaae  in  the  pitwi^Dt 
T«»«r  is  due,  in  a  great  meaaore,  to  the 
increaee  of  the  tax  from  64^.  to  Hd.  I 
think  it  •earns  unhkoly  that  the  Inoomo 
Tax,  for  tome  time  to  come,  will  be  much 
redneed;  and  that,  tht^refore,  the  time 
haftarrived  when  the  amount  of  poundage, 
ae  Mttled  in  1 880.  might,  with  Terj  great 
propriety,  l>e  reviaed,  and  a  Tery  largo 
mnd  material  economjr  elf<pcted. 

Tni  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SrRY  (Mr.  H.  11.  Fowlbe)  :  This  is  a 
cjueation  which  ia  of  very  f^reat  import- 
anee ;  and  the  Committee  is  Tery  much 
indebted  to  the  hoa.  Member  fc  r  Leeds 
Mr.  Jackson)  for  haTing  brought  it 
li«»forc  them.  In  1888  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  prseent  Uome  Secretarr  Mr. 
rhilders)  brought  the  Question  before 
the  House,  and  showed  how  £80,000 
a-3rear  eould  be  sared  if  the  Income 
Tax  was  ooUsoted  by  the  officers  of  the 
Inland  Reronue,  who  are  paid  by  salaries 
and  not  by  poundage ;  but  the  Go? em- 
meat  was  beaten,  and  we  have  gone  on 
paying  £80,000  a-year  more  than  we 
ought  to  haTO  done.  The  House  pre- 
ferred the  interest  of  the  tax  ooUeetors 
to  that  of  the  taxpayers*  The  statutonr 
poundage  is  alwaya  l^^.  ia  the  pound, 
whaterer  the  rate  may  be,  and  it  is  pay- 
able at  the  time  of  collection*  But,  in 
addition  to  that,  OTenr  year  Tery  large 
allowaaees  are  made,  called  extra 
pooadage,  which  Taries  at  the  same 
ratio  aa  the  Income  Tax  itself— the 
extra  pouadage  being  reduced  as  the 
rate  of  the  tax  rises.  For  instance,  the 
extra  poundage  for  next  year  will  be 
very  largelr  reduced.  For  my  own  part, 
I  believe  that  the  Income  Tax  ought  to 
be  collected  by  the  officers  of  the  Inland 
lUveaue,  who  are  paid  by  salary ;  and  I 
shall  be  only  too  glad  if  hon.  Mombers 
oa  the  other  side  of  the  House  will  co> 
ooenle  with  me,  and  gire  a  reasonable 
chaaee  of  alleriag  the  Taw  ia  this  dirsc* 
tioa. 

Tois  sfrmd  <e. 

(11.  ■  £45,000,  Poet  Office. 

Ma.BARBT:  la  coaaectioa  with  this 
VoU  I  wish  to  sail  attentioa  to  the  low 
rate  of  wages  paid  to  rural  postmea  in 
Ireland.  Strong  repressatatioaa  hare 
made  to  om  la  regard  to  thin 


matter ;  aad  a  great  maay  eases  of  ex- 
treme hardship  hare  reached  me.  The 
rate  of  wages  to  rural  postmen  in  Eng* 
land  and  Scotland  is  very  low  indeed ; 
but  in  Inland  it  doee  not  amount  to 
one-half  of  what  it  is  in  England  and 
Scotland.  Hince  the  introduclion  of  the 
Parcel  l^ost,  moreover,  the  duties  and 
the  hardships  of  their  position  haTo 
greatly  increased.  Hut  there  is  another 
point  which  I  am  also  desirous  of  bring- 
ing forward.  Irish  people  in  England 
and  Scotland  are  in  the  habit  of  send- 
ing  oTor  postal  notes  to  their  friends  in 
the  rural  districts  of  Ireland  ;  and  it  is 
not  fair  to  allow  men  who  are  paid  at 
stanration  rates  to  be  placod  in  sueh 
positions  of  temptation.  In  the  last 
Parliameat  I  drew  atteatioa  to  this 
question,  aad  reoeiTed  assuraaces  that 
somethiag  would  bo  done  to  improre 
this  state  of  things ;  but  up  to  the  pre- 
sent nothing  has  been  done  in  the  mat- 
ter. I  womd  urge  on  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secrotary  to  the  Treasury,  who 
has  charge  of  the  Pott  Office  Bnstnees  in 
this  House,  that  he  should  giye  this 
matter  his  attention,  and  see  if  some- 
thing eanaot  bo  done  to  improTo  the 
position  of  this  large  body  of  public 
serranta. 

Mm.  CX3NYBEARE:  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  add  one  word  oa  behalf  of  the 
rural  postmea  of  (V>niwaU,  after  what 
the  hon.  (lentleman  opposite  has  said.  I 
had  intended  to  raisi*  this  question  on 
this  Vote ;  but  I  am  glad  it  has  struck 
others,  as  well  aa  myself,  as  being  im- 
portant ;  and  I  am  glad  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referrsd  to  it.  I  wish^ 
in  addition  to  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  said,  to  call  attention  to  this  im- 
portant oonsideration,  that  rural  post- 
men are  almoet  the  onlr  class  of  public 
serrants  who  hare  to  do  Sunday  work, 
aad  who  are  paid  at  so  low  a  rate  as 
they  habitually,  and  as  a  recognised 
fact,  are  paid.  The  GoTemment,  I 
think,  should  not  fail  to  give  the  subj<ct 
their  best  considerati<m.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  said  it  rather  strains  the  hones^ 
of  men  in  the  humble  position  which 
many  of  thsee  poelnen  occupy,  to  com- 
pel them  to  taxe  charge  of  valuable 
securities  in  the  shape  of  Post  Office 
orders  and  so  forth,  without  giving  them 
a  greater  wage  than  they  at  oresent  re- 
eeiTo.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  oxcsesiTe  honesty  of 
rural  postmen.    I  think  it  dose  great 
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credit  to  them  that,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, they  accomplish  their  duty 
with  such  efficiency — with  that  efficiency 
which  is  almost  invariably  their  charac- 
teristic. And  that  is  all  the  more  rea- 
son why  we  should  urge  this  point,  and 
why  we  should  press  on  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  rural  postmen  should  have 
more  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
Department.  They  should  have  higher 
wages,  not  only  in  consideration  of  the 
larger  duties  they  have  to  perform  in 
connection  with  the  Parcel  Post,  but  in 
consideration  of  the  large  amount  of 
Sunday  work  they  have  to  do.  I  do  not 
want  to  argue  against  a  postal  delivery 
on  Sunday,  although  I  am  sure  a  great 
many  people  think  it  would  be  well  if 
there  were  no  Sunday  delivery  at  all ; 
but  I  do  think  this  Sunday  work  should 
be  borne  in  mind  when  we  are  con- 
sidering the  general  question  of  the 
rate  of  wages  paid  to  the  rural  postmen 
out  of  these  Votes.  I  speak  with  some 
experience  on  this  subject,  because,  just 
as  in  the  case  of  Ireland,  so  in  the 
case  of  my  Cornish  constituency,  large 
sums  of  money  are  constantly  being 
received  through  the  Post  Office  by 
Cornishmen  and  their  families — money 
transmitted  to  them  by  relatives  and 
others  in  foreign  countries.  I  would 
mention,  further,  a  particular  case  which 
has  come  before  my  notice,  and 
which  I  have  had  to  bring  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Post  Office  in  London. 
It  appears  that  persons  are  allowed  to 
continue  acting  as  postmasters  and  post- 
mistresses up  to  an  age  which  com- 
pletely disqualifies  them  for  the  proper 
performance  of  the  duties  which  are  in- 
cumbent upon  them.  The  instance  I  re- 
fer to  is  the  postmistress  at  Tuckingmill, 
a  place  close  to  Camborne,  which  is  the 

Erincipal  town  in  the  district  I  have  the 
onour  to  represent — the  town  which 
gives  its  name  to  the  Division.  It  is 
felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  Tuckingmill, 
which  is  a  large  village,  almost  deserving 
the  name  of  a  town,  that  they  should 
have  extra  advantages  and  conveniences 
in  the  way  of  a  Money  Order  Office  and  a 
Telegraph  Office  established  in  the  place. 
Well,  one  of  the  reasons  given  me  by 
the  Post  Office  Authorities  for  not  carry- 
ing out  the  wishes  of  the  population  of 
that  neighbourhood  is,  that  the  present 
postmistress  is  85  years  of  age,  and  is 
quite  incompetent  to  perform  new  duties, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  right  to  turn 

Mr,  Conyheare 


her  away,  and  appoint  some  younger 
person  in  her  place.  I  do  not  want  to 
turn  her  out ;  but  I  would  ask  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  whether,  when 
a  person  has  reached  the  age  of  85  in 
the  Postal  Service,  it  is  not  time  to  con- 
sider whether  he  or  she  should  not  have 
a  retiring  pension,  or,  at  least,  an  as- 
sistant, to  help  to  do  the  work  ?  At  any 
rate,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  protest  against 
the  convenience  of  a  lars e  manufacturing 
district  being  overlooked  and  set  at 
nought,  in  the  interest  of  one  individual, 
through  economical  considerations.  The 
appointment  of  an  assistant,  or  the 
giving  of  a  pension  to  a  person  85  years 
old,  would  be  a  mere  bagatelle. 

The  SECEETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  :  In  regard 
to  the  case  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  referred  to,  if  he 
makes  a  representation  to  the  proper 
Authorities,  it  will,  no  doubt,  receive 
attention,  and  an  answer  will  be  given 
to  him.  For  myself,  I  am  neither  con- 
versant with  the  facts  of  the  case  nor 
the  explanations. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  have  brought 
the  case  before  the  Post  Office  Autho- 
rities, and  have  been  commenting  on 
the  answer  I  received. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb)  :  With  re- 
gard to  the  reference  made  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Barry)  to  the 
pay  of  rural  postmen,  a  Question  was 
addressed  to  me  upon  it  the  other  day, 
and  I  returned  an  answer  at  the  time. 
Any  further  representations  that  may 
be  made  will  be  duly  considered,  and 
any  further  Questions  that  may  be  asked 
I  will  reply  to.  In  dealing  with  this 
matter,  I  wish  to  speak  to  English 
and  Scotch  as  well  as  Irish  Members. 
I  would  point  out  to  them  that  there  is 
one  principle  Mr.  Fawcett  used  to  enun- 
ciate on  the  Post  Office  Votes — namely, 
that  applications  for  an  increase  of  cost 
in  the  working  of  the  Post  Office  are 
really  applications  for  an  increase  to  the 
taxation  of  the  country ;  and  while,  on 
the  one  hand,  no  one  is  more  opposed 
than  I  am  to  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  undersell  the 
public  labour  market,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  are  not 
entitled  with  public  money  to  oversell 
the  labour  market.  It  would  be  most 
unfair  to  take  advantage  of  the  position 
of  the  Gt)vernment  to  buy  labour  at  a 
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1668  price  than  the  persons  employed 
would  reoeive  elsewhere  for  the  same 
serrioe.  But,  at  the  same  time,  we 
are  not  entitled,  as  trustees  of  public 
money,  from  motives  of  generosity  or 
liberality,  to  pay  higher  prices  for  an 
article  than  private  purchasers  will 
give.  I  do  not  dispute  that  there  may 
be  a  great  deal  in  what  has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  this  side 
of  the  House  (Mr.  Gonybeare),  and 
that  it  may  deserve  investigation,  and 
ought  to  receive  it.  We  may  be  under- 
pajdng  the  postmen  and  giving  them 
lees  than  what  is  right;  but  may  I, 
without  presumption,  ask  those  hon. 
Members  on  this  side,  fresh  from  the 
hustings,  who  have  pledged  themselves 
to  economy  in  the  Public  Service — to 
which  pledge  I  am  sure  they  will  wish 
to  adhere— to  remember  that  all  these 
applications  for  grants  for  increased 
wag^,  annuities,  and  so  on,  out  of  the 
public  funds,  means  increased  national 
expenditure,  and  increased  expenditure 
means  increased  taxation.  With  refer- 
ence to  this  Vote,  I  congratulate  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  fact  that,  although  this  is  a 
Supplementary  Estimate,  we  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  ask  for  it,  because  this  £45,000 
represents  a  large  increase — almost  un- 
expected— in  the  Post  Office  Business 
during  the  year.  The  Post  Office  He- 
yenue  is  now  decidedly  improving,  and 
the  g^wth  is  greater  than  was  expected 
by  the  former  Ohancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, or  the  late  Ohancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, when  he  looked  at  the  finances  in 
the  course  of  the  summer.  In  asking  for 
this  Vote,  I  am  net  asking  for  it  to 
make  up  for  decrease  of  Post  Office  Be- 
venue ;  I  am  asking  for  it  to  pay  for 
services  that  have  been  rendered,  and 
in  respect  of  which  the  State  will  re- 
ceive a  proper  return.  If  hon.  Gentle- 
men will  favour  me  with  the  details  of 
their  complaints,  I  will  take  care  that 
a  proper  reply  is  furnished  them. 

Mr.  BOYD-KINNEAR  :  I  wish  to 
add  my  voice,  on  behalf  of  the  rural 
postmen  of  Scotland,  to  the  claims  which 
have  been  made  on  behalf  of  similar 
Post  Office  servants  in  Ireland  and  Eng- 
land. In  regard  to  any  increase  in 
wages  that  may  be  granted,  I  think  the 
postmen  of  the  country  districts  of  Scot- 
land have  fully  an  equal  claim  to  those 
of  England  and  Ireland,  because  they 
have  to  do  their  work  under  greater 
difficulties    and    disadvantages.       The 


climate  in  these  Northern  parts  is 
scarcely  so  good  as  in  other  portions  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  country  is 
a  good  deal  more  difficult  to  travel  over. 
These  country  postmen  have  a  good 
deal  of  work  to  do,  and  have  to  do  it  in 
all  weathers,  and  that,  I  think,  is  a 
point  which  the  Committee  should  not 
fail  to  consider.  With  regard  to  the 
remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  as  to  the  duty 
incumbent  on  the  Government  and  the 
House  of  not  paying  more  than  the 
market  rate  of  wages,  I  would  venture 
to  suggest  that  there  should  be  some 
qualification  to  that.  We  are  asking 
from  postmen  special  service,  not  that  of 
ordinary  labour,  though,  no  doubt,  it  is 
as  hard.  It  is  service  as  trying  to  the 
constitution  as  that  of  the  ordinary 
labourer ;  but,  in  addition,  it  is  service 
performed  under  circumstances  of  con- 
siderable temptation,  and,  therefore,  I 
think  we  are  bound  to  recognize  that 
they  deserve  higher  remuneration  than 
that  at  which  the  cheapest  labour  can 
be  hired  in  country  districts.  I  would 
say,  further,  that  it  is  not  right  on  the 
part  of  this  great  and  wealthy  country 
to  cut  down  the  wages  paid  for  its 
manual  services — its  lower  class  of  la- 
bour— to  the  minimum  amount  for  which 
they  can  be  obtained.  An  hon.  Gentle- 
man recently  gave  Notice  of  a  Motion 
which  I  very  much  regret  was  allowed 
to  fall  through — a  Motion  for  a  Oom- 
mittee  to  inquire  whether  the  services  of 
the  country  could  not  be  benefited  by 
an  increase  in  the  payments  made  to 
nearly  all  classes  of  public  servants,  the 
money  to  effect  the  increase  to  be  ob- 
tained not  by  an  increase  in  the  taxation 
of  the  whole  country,  but  by  diminishing 
the  salaries  paid  to  the  higher  officials 
in  the  Public  Service.  I  regret  that  he 
did  not  insist  on  that  Motion,  but 
yielded  to  an  illusory  suggestion  that 
the  question  should  be  merged  in  one 
for  appointing  a  Oommittee  to  deal 
with  the  Estimates  for  the  service  of 
each  year.  I  only  allude  to  it  now  in 
order  to  say  that  it  seems  to  me  incum- 
bent on  the  Government  and  this  House 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  servants  it 
employs  in  lower  capacities,  and  to  exer- 
cise principles  of  strict  economy  and 
justice  in  dealing  with  the  salaries  paid  to 
the  higher  servants  in  the  Public  Offices. 
Mr.  DEASY  :  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  in  support  of  the  arguments  of 
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llie  hoo.  Gentleman  who  spoke  from  this 
side  of  the  House  (Mr.  Barry).  I  do 
not  think  the  hon.  Oentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  dealt  with  the  case 
presented  by  my  hon.  Friend.  I  know 
it  is  usual  for  Members  of  the  (Govern- 
ment, under  circumstances  of  this  cha* 
racter,  to  say  that  particular  instances 
of  hardship  should  be  furnished.  It 
would  be  absolutely  impossible  for  any 
hon.  Oentleman  to  be  able  to  ascertain 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  many 
cases  in  which  the  postmen  in  rural  dis- 
tricts are  badly  paid  and  the  many  in- 
stances in  which  their  position  deserres 
attention.  My  opinion  is  that  the  Oo- 
remment  ought  to  deal  with  the  matter 
in  a  broad  and  public-spirited  manner 
as  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned.  In  rural 
districts  in  Ireland,  where  the  Post 
Offices  are  wide  apart,  it  is  no  unusual 
thing  for  a  man  to  have  to  walk  12  or 
13  miles  from  one  place  to  another  and 
back  again  in  a  day,  and  that  for  the 
miserable  stipend  of  Bs.  or  10«.  a- week. 
As  to  what  the  hon.  Oentleman  has  said 
with  regard  to  the  pledges  of  economy 

r'ven  by  hon.  Members  at  the  hustings, 
would  point  out  that  oases  of  this  kmd 
could  not  have  been  included  in  those 
declarations,  for  the  question  here  is 
simply  one  of  fair  play.  Economy  is  all 
very  well  in  its  way  ;  but  it  is  not  right 
to  treat  these  unfortunate  men  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  hare  been  treated. 
There  are  cases  where  the  roads  are  par- 
ticularly bad,  where  the  postmen  have 
to  trarei  long  distances  through  districts 
where  the  weather  is  inclement  for  at 
least  half  the  year.  I  put  it  to  any  hon. 
Member,  is  it  right  to  require  these  men 
to  walk  many  milee  erery  day  over 
mountain  roads  for,  perhaps,  10«.  a- 
week,  when  English  and  Scotch  post- 
men are  paid  more  for  travelling  much 
smaller  distances  ? 

The  SEOBETABY  to  ths  TBEA- 
8UBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb):  I  stated 
the  other  night,  in  reply  to  a  Question 
put  to  me  by  an  Irish  Member,  that  the 
wages  of  rural  postmen  in  Ireland  are 
16f.  a- week. 

Ma.  DEASY :  In  England  it  is  26«. 

Hon.  Mkiibers:  No,  no! 

Mb.  DEASY :  The  maximum  in  Ire- 
land, I  take  it,  is  16$, 

Ths  SEOBETABY  to  the  TBEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlkr)  :  Not  the 
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Mb.  DEASY :  Well,  it  is  16«.,  whilst 
in  England  it  is  26«.  At  any  rate,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  about  the  circumstances 
to  which  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Barry) 
has  referred.  1  could,  if  I  had  time  to 
do  so,  give  numerous  instances  where 
rural  postmen  get  considerably  less  than 
16f.  per  week,  and  to  earn  it  have  to 
walk  enormous  distances  every  day  over 
particularly  bad  roads.  I  have  ooly  one 
suggestion  to  make  with  regard  to  tho 
Parcel  Post.  There  can  be  no  question 
that  a  great  deal  of  extra  labour  has 
been  thrown  upon  these  men  by  the 
introduction  of  this  system  by  the  Poet 
Office.  Seeingthatthecustom  ofsendinff 
large  quantities  of  goods  by  Parcel 
Post  is  growing,  I  would  suggest  that 
in  many  of  the  country  districts,  where 
large  distences  have  to  be  gone  over  by 
these  postmen,  the  Oovemment  should 
entortein  the  idea  of  employing  horses 
and  cars  for  travelling  purposes.  There 
is  no  reason  why  men  should  be  required 
to  walk  24  miles  a-day.  when  you  can 
keep  a  oar  for  about  22^.  a-week.  It 
seems  to  me  only  reasonable  that  the 
Post  Office  Authorities  should  consider 
this  question.  Horses  should  be  used 
instead  of  the  present  mode  of  conveying 
the  Parcel  Post  and  the  ordinary  letters. 
I  should  also  like  to  ask  the  Oovem- 
ment how  it  is  that  in  Ireland  in* 
dtviduals  are  allowed  to  waylay  post- 
men and  take  letters  from  them  in  tho 
road,  and  why,  when  these  individuala 
have  been  brought  before  the  magis- 
trates, the  cases  have  been  withdrawn 
against  them  ?  In  the  district  in  which 
I  live  a  case  of  that  kind  has  happened. 
A  man,  who  is  an  offioial  of  the 
Orand  Jury,  a  land  agent,  and  I  know 
not  how  many  other  things,  waylaid  a 
postman,  forcibly  opened  the  poet- bag, 
and  abstracted  whatever  letters  ho 
wanted.  The  Solicitor  to  the  Post  Offiee 
was  sent  down  from  Dublin  to  proeeeato 
this  person;  but,  strangely  enough, 
when  the  case  came  before  the  magis- 
trates the  prosecution  withdrew  tho 
charge.  So  that,  instead  of  having  to 
undergo  an  imprisonment  of  two  years, 
as  a  member  of  the  National  League 
would  have  had  to  do  for  a  similar 
offence,  the  guilty  person,  who  belonged 
to  the  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Brotherhood, 
is  walking  about  the  county  of  Oork  at 
this  moment  just  ao  free  as  bo  was  be- 
fore he  oommittod  the  outrage.  I  hope 
that  under  tho  preeent  Oovemmoni  toe 
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Iav  will  h%  »«ft«d  oot  Cftirt?  and  with  t 
an  •▼•n  hftsd,  uid  that  maoiMr*  of  the  . 
Onui|^  Society  will  not  escape  teot  fra* 
in  this  way  when  roambera  of  tha  Na* 
tioaal  LMgua  AMociattoo,  for  ttmilar 
ooaduet,  would  bi«  punishMl  with   tho  ■ 
utmost  rigoar  of  the  law.     I  •hall  put  a 
Question  in  roferenoo  to  thi«  matter  in  , 
the  couTie  of  a  few  davK ;  and  I  am  sure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  it  hia  beet 
attention. 

8ia  JOSEPH  M*KKNNA  :  I  will  giTe 
the  hon.  Membor  the  Secretary  to  the' 
Treasury  (Mr.  II.  II.  Fowler)  an  in- . 
utaace  of  the  low  rate  at  which  eome  of 
the  Irtth  rural  ))(>ttmen  are  paid.  There 
i«  a  pottman  iu  my  own  neighbourhood 
who  traTeU  70  milea  a-week,  croeeing 
an  arm  tf  the  »ea  twice,  and  receivon  for 
it  the  magnilioent  Mlary  of  VU,  ]»er 
wi«4^k.  lie  is  breaking  down  in  health, 
and  I  promiM'd  •i>me  friend*  of  hi<i  that 
I  would  take  tho  earli««et  opfNirtunity  of 
bnnging  bin  caw  forward.  I  iMilievo 
that  !•  not  the  wor»t  example  of  what 
iMxura  by  any  means.  Scotch  If  omhere 
are  always  r^ry  keen  t'>  have  a  full 
share  of  any  publio  expenditure.  The 
hon.  Ifemiier  opposite  ^klr.  Boyd- Kin* 
near,  has  not  let  this  opportunity  for 
pre%«ing  the  claims  of  S.«<)tlend  to  escape ; 
but  I  would  ask  him  to  apply  tho  sharpest 
edge  of  hi4  intelligence  to  this  propo»i- 
tioa.  The  entirt»  area  of  Scotland  serred 
by  the  Post  Office  is  less  than  tho  entire 
area  of  Ireland,  and  yet  the  outlay  in 
Ireland  is  only  £127.H57,  whereas  in 
K^>tlsnd  it  is  £20U.(>00— n  proportion  of 
li  to  20.  Will  the  hon.  Oentleman  the  | 
Secret sry  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  II.  II.  j 
Fowler  apply  his  mind  to  this  matter  ?  , 
I  do  not  sey  the  Scotch  postal  servants 
re<<»iTe  too  much  money;  but  I  wish 
thoee  of  Ireland  to  get  paid  on  the  scale 
that  prevails  in  Sc«>tland  and  England. 
On  the  whole,  the  Scotch  service  is  as 
well  paid  as  the  Knglish ;  but  I  knt>w 
the  Irish  serrtce  is  worve  paid.  With 
regard  to  the  competition  for  employ* 
ment  under  the  I\»et  i  >tfifH«  and  the  low 
rate  of  wages  paid,  the  Sw-retary  to  tho 
Treasury  has  said  that  the  (iovernMi«*nt 
has  no  right  to  obtain  the  semr««  of 
these  men  at  too  low  a  rate,  compared 
with  the  oriinary  rates  in  the  lalninr 
nutfket,  nor  at  to«>  high  a  rate.  Hut  it 
must  be  remembered  that  Tost  Office 
emplojrmsnt  is  Mri  g^^ru.  There  is  no 
eamparing  it  with  the  ordinary  labourt 
npoD  which  market  rates  of  wages  are 
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fixed.  In  eettmatsng  its  priee  or  qnalitj 
we  most  judge  of  it  as  a  private  em« 
ployer  would  judge  of  faithful  service  on 
the  part  of  men  placed  in  positions  of 
trust.  I  feel  e«>ntident  that  if  increased 
wagee  wore  paid  to  thciM*  rural  postmen 
in  Ireland  the  Department  would  not 
have  to  complain  of  exc<«ssive  expendi* 
ture,  but  would  find  that  its  receipts 
would  grow  sufficiently  to  rsoonp  it 
amply  lor  the  outlay. 

Ma.  JOHN  W11^>N  {BdmkmrgK, 
Cfmirai) :  If  the  hon  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down  will  kindly  look  at  the  net 
results  as  well  aa  the  gross  amount  for 
Post  Office  services,  he  will  find  that  the 
(lovemment  has  more  benefit  for  the 
£202,000  given  in  Scotland  than  from 
the  £127.0(K)  given  in  Ireland.  [Sir 
Joffr.ru  M*K>.nxa:  I  quite  admit  that.] 
The  hon.  Member  put  it  as  though  tlie 
Scotch  services  were  higher  paid.  I 
contend  that  tho  Scotch  service  is  much 
more  extended,  and  is  much  more  pro- 
ductive in  its  net  results.  Ilon.  Gen- 
tlemen  must  look  at  net  results,  and 
not  at  grosa  sums ;  and  if  they  do  thev 
will  find  that  the  amount  of  work 
done  in  Scotland  is  greater  than  the 
amount  done  in  Ireland.  I  agree  with 
what  has  fallen  from  tome  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  Ilonse  to 
the  effect  that  the  payments  made  to 
raral  postmen  are  inade<|uate.  In  Scot- 
land we  have  post-runners.  They  are 
very  hard  worked :  they  have  to  go  out 
everv  day,  no  matter  what  the  weath^^r 
is — be  it  go«>d  or  bad,  sunshine  or 
rain.  Thc*y  have  to  travel  over  very 
h4«avy  roads  and  very  long  roads ;  and 
I  think  it  is  a  eironmstanee  wall 
known  to  the  Post  Office  anthoritaea 
that  theee  men,  on  aa  average,  are  abort- 
lived.  Many  of  them  are  freoiaently 
laid  up  from  sickneee  caused  by  the 
hardshi|H  they  have  to  undergo.  I 
agree  with  the  Seen  tsry  to  the  Treasury 
that  we  are  all  on  this  ^the  Ministerial) 
side  of  the  House  plsdged  to  eccmomy ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  clearly  falso 
er<>nomy  to  underpay  any  class  of  public 
servants,  more  eei>ectally  hard-working 
and  pcMYr  men,  who  discharge  an  impor- 
tant S4*rvice  to  the  State^a  class  whose 
pay  is  small,  whose  work  is  hard,  and 
wh'ise  lives  are  comparatively  short,  I , 
agree  with  the  hon.  Meml>er  who  wfKj* 
thist  economy  may  be  reached  Atj  de- 
voting attention,  when  we  .Revise  the 
Bslimataa,  to  the  rscoosidaamtaott  of  all 
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salaries,  in  order  to  see  whether,  as  the 
higher  class  posts  become  vacant,  we 
cannot  curtail  the  higher  salaries — those, 
I  mean,  from  £500  to  £1 ,000  and  £1 ,500 
— and  eke  out  a  little  more  the  salaries 
of  such  public  servants  as  these  rural 
postmen  with  whom  we  have  so  much 
sympathy. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  cannot  regard  it 
as  altogether  a  satisfactory  state  of 
things  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury should  ha?e  in  this  House  to  attend 
to  the  business  of  the  Post  Office  as  well 
as  do  his  own  work.  I  know  he  has 
a  great  deal  to  do  in  his  own  particular 
Department ;  therefore,  when  I  see  that 
he  nas  to  deal  with  all  the  grievances 
which  are  raised  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  regard  to  Post  Office  matters, 
I  must  say  I  think  we  ought  to  hare 
someone  here  especially  to  represent 
the  Post  Office.  However,  as  the  hon. 
Member  is  so  efficient  in  other  Depart- 
ments, perhaps  he  will  be  able  to  set 
right  a  matter  which  I  will  proceed  to 
bring  under  his  notice.  After  a  great 
deal  of  pressure  £6,000  was  given  for 
the  purpose  of  accelerating  the  mails  in 
Ireland.  That  was  a  handsome  sum  to 
grant ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  has  been 
BO  granted  that  two-thirds  of  my  consti- 
tuents  

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  must  call  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member's  attention  to 
the  fact  that  this  increase  refers  only  to 
the  salaries  of  postmasters. 

OoLONSL  NOLAN :  I  think  I  am  speak- 
ing to  the  point,  Sir ;  for  I  imagine  the 
salary  of  the  postmaster  or  postmasters 
ought  to  bo  reduced  for  not  properly 
attending  to  this  matter,  or  possibly 
ought  to  be  increased.  The  point  is  a 
very  obvious  one.  I  cannot,  as  a  pri- 
vate Member,  propose  an  increase  of  the 
Vote ;  but  I  would,  on  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  suggest  that  if  the  officials  con- 
cerned were  properly  paid  we  should 
find  this  work  much  better  attended  to. 
Ag^ain,  perhaps  it  is  rather  a  question 
of  organization  than  of  payment ;  and 
of  course,  Sir,  if  you  rule  me  out  of 
Order,  I  will  not  press  the  question.  I 
wish  to  explain  that  the  district  of  Tuam 
and  North  Oalway  generally  is  suffering 
from  this  grant  of  £6,000  a-year.  It 
is  suffering  from  this  acceleration  of 
mails,  and  in  this  very  simple  way. 
There  are  two  cross  lines  of  railway,  one 
of  which  gets  money  for  the  poxpose  of 
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accelerating  the  mails,  whUst  the  other 
does  not ;  and  the  result  is  that  the  dis- 
trict I  refer  to  loses  a  post 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  must  again  call 
the  hon.  and  gallant  G^ntleman^s  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  he  is  wandering 
from  the  Question  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  In  that  case.  Sir, 
I  will  not  press  the  subject  further. 

Mb.  JOHNS :  We  are  here  to  look 
into  the  public  Expenditure;  and  I 
would  ask,  therefore,  is  this  not  a  ques- 
tion of  supply  and  demand  more  than 
anything  else?  li^here  there  is  one 
vacancy  under  the  Post  Office  there  are 
a  dozen  men  anxious  to  fill  it.  Although 
it  may  appear  ungracious  to  disagree 
with  Irish  Members  opposite,  seeing  it 
is  now  the  fashion  to  ag^e  to  all  they 
desire,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  this  seems 
to  me  simply  a  question  of  supply  and 
demand.  1  therefore  think  it  womd  be 
a  bad  policy  to  vote  for  any  Public  De- 
partment, either  in  Ireland  or  Scotland, 
paying  higher  wages  than  the  men  are 
prepared  to  take. 

Mr.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON:  I  sym* 
pathize  very  much  with  what  has  been 
said  as  to  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 
salaries  of  some  of  the  rural  postmen 
and  postmasters.  I  am  aware  that  there 
are  considerable  complaints  in  some  dis- 
tricts in  Ireland  in  reg^ard  to  poet* 
masters  having  the  option  of  delivering 
letters  on  Sundays  or  not,  as  they  please, 
and  that  many  people  desire  to  see  new 
regulations  made  for  dealing  with  this 
matter.  Considerable  inconvenience  is 
occasioned  to  the  public  by  the  pott- 
masters  possessing  the  option  I  refer  to ; 
because  in  many  cases  persons  only  come 
into  the  rural  towns  to  which  their  letters 
are  addressed  on  Sundays;  and  if  they  do 
not  get  their  letters  on  that  day  they  have 
to  go  without  them  for  a  considerable 
time.  The  present  regulation  is  a  very 
objectionable  one,  though  it  seems  to 
me  it  will  occasion  very  little  inconve- 
nience to  the  postmasters  if  it  is  altered. 
The  authorities  ought  to  remedy  the 
evil.  There  is  a  point  in  connection  with 
these  rural  postmen  which  I  think  the 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  not  grasped.  He  has  said 
that  their  minimum  salary  is  16«.  per 
week.  There  is  an  entire  misapprehen- 
sion as  to  that.  If  these  men  were  regu- 
lar officials  of  the  Post  Offioe,  no  doubt 
I6f.  would  be  the  minimnm ;  but  many 
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of  ihMD  tre  not  Thoy  tre  regarded  m 
$mpUp49  of  the  pottmMter*  and  sub- 
p<iolmMl«rt.  The  p(>8tiiiaeten  and  sub- 
pcketmaetetv,  of  oouree,  hare  a  roaA'>n  for 
pnciuioit  eeonomj  which  they  would 
Dot  have  if  thoy  were  dealing  with  the 
monej  of  the  Po*t  OfRce.  Although  it 
hat  bH*n  •tat<^l  here  that  the  minimum 
ealarj  of  theee  postmen  is  1H«.  per  weok, 
io  manT  caMHi  it  is  10«.  per  week,  or  less. 
Ma.IiAKKY:  lamglad.ataUorents.to 
hear  that  thesalarjof  the  regular  #sif /o>r« 
is  not  less  than  Ifu.  per  wt^ek.  I  think, 
howoTer.  that  what  has  been  said  has 
boen  sufficient  to  induce  the  Post  Officii 
authorities  to  mske  a  general  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  1  agret*  with  the  prin- 
eiple  that  the  payment  of  State  serrants 
should  be  according  to  the  laws  of  supply 
and  demand  ;  but  whilst  I  agrei'  with 
that  principle,  I  object  strongly  to  its 
being  rigorously  enforced  against  the 
lower  grade  serrants,  whilst  it  is  not 
applied  to  the  higher  grade  senrsnts.  I 
happen  to  know  that  in  the  Dublin  Pout 
<  )ffice  there  are  a  numbt^r  of  gentlemen 
with  salaries  ranging  from  £«tOO  to 
£1,500  a-year,  who,  if  wo  apt)li(<d  this 
principle  of  supply  and  demand  to  them, 
would  be  receiving  much  less  sslsrtes. 
I  hope  tho  hon.  (ientleman  the  8ecre* 
tary  to  the  Trea^tiry  will  have  a  hand  in 
framinff  the  Kuttmates  for  next  year; 
and  if  ho  has,  I  frust  he  will  take  care 
Uy  apply  the  principle  laid  down  to-night, 
and  apply  it  impartisllr,  both  to  the 
higher  and  lower  grade  sorrant^. 

Vott*  0§ref4  to, 

XAVY    .srPPLEMENTARY    K^TI. 
MATERS  IS95^). 

.1:1.    2,500  Men  and  Boys,  Navy. 

( 1 9.    Motion  made,  and  Question  pro* 

pofi«d« 

*'  TkAt  m  Happlrm^nUrr  Miai,  sot  •Krf<«4iDa 
iJOVtOO.  U  frrant»>l  W  lUr  M«jri«r,tod«*fr«y 
tK#  ( 1uT|r^  wKiih  «U1  (« mr  la  i<  urtr  of  p«)r- 
MOTit  danoc  th^  jreftr  rftjinc  cm  th«  JUt  cUy  ut 
Hmnh  I  Me,  U>  ni«vt  ed«iituj«Ml  Etp«ulit«r»  for 
Kmrj  H«rt  !<«•.*' 

I>B.  r.\MKRoN:  Mr.  Oiurtn^v.  the 
Tote  now  before  the  (^ommitt^<*  diDtaios 
an  it«*m  of  £3i,200  as  a  Supplomt*otary 
Grant  for  Naval  I>ockyards  at  Home 
and  Abroad.  I  pn>|Mise  the  redurtion  of 
the  Vo!e  by  this  amount.  t^>me  weeks 
ago  a  statement  api>eared  in  one  of  the 
leading  newspapers  to  the  effect  that 
aaothar  deficit,  amounting  to  £S0O,000, 


had  been  disoorarad  in  theacoonnta  of  tha 
Admiralty ;  and  that  statement  was  sup- 
plemented by  another  statement  to  tha 
oOect  that  it  had  hitherto  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Construction  I>epartment  of 
the  Admiralty  to  minimise  the  work 
done  by  contract,  so  as  to  insure  a 
balance  on  the  (ontract  Vote,  with 
which  balanoe  they  made  up  any  dcfi* 
cioncy  that  might  arim*  in  the  iWkyaid 
Voto.  Now,  the  meaning  of  that  state* 
mont,  if  it  were  true,  would  be  that  this 
House  had  been  askeil.  y<«ar  alter  year, 
to  Tote  more  money  for  work  to  be  done 
by  contract  than  was  wanted  for  that 
pur|M>se ;  that,  systematically,  less  work 
than  had  been  agr«*ed  to  b^  the  House 
was  done  by  contract  in  pnrate  yards ; 
that  the  work  was  kept  back  in  order 
that  each  year  there  might  be  a  balanre ; 
and  thst  thst  balance,  mstead  of  being 
handed  into  the  Exchequer,  had  been 
appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  another 
\ote  altogether;  that  the  Dockyards 
had  been  conducted  in  such  a  way  that 
a  much  larger  sum  had  boen  spent  in 
them  than  was  authorised  by  Pariia- 
ment ;  and  that  the  deficiency  in  them  waa 
made  good  by  money  which  was  sared 
off  the  Contract  Vote.  I  asked  my  hon. 
Friend  the  late  S«<retafy  to  the  Admt* 
ralty  (Mr.  Ritchie  a  Question  in  refer* 
ence  to  the  subiect,  and  I  ascertained 
from  him  that  the  statement  as  to  the 
deficit  of  £200,000  was  not  quite  correct. 
As  a  mattar  of  fact,  the  hon.  (^ntleman 
had  so  pushiMl  forward  the  contraet  work 
that  £170,04)0  worth  of  work  had  been 
done  more  than  had  been  estimated  for 
and  voted  for  by  Pariiament.  I  am  not 
going  to  challenge  the  wisdom  of  push* 
ing  the  work  on.  It  would  donbtleeshaTO 
be<*n  more  regular  had  a  olosor  estimata 
been  made ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
is  much  more  profitable  to  tne  oountry  to 
hare  its  shipbuilding  poshed  forward 
rapidly.  It  is  anything  but  an  economic 
»yst«>m  to  keep  a  ship  00  the  stocks  for 
SIX,  seren,  eight,  or  nine  years,  when  it 
could  be  turned  out  in  three  years; 
therefore,  I  do  not  at  all  challenge  that 
|M>rtion  of  the  matter,  and  I  do  not  in- 
tend in  the  least  to  find  fault  with  my 
hon.  Friend  .'Mr.  Ritchie,  f^ir  pushing 
ft»rward  the  work  by  contract.  But  ha 
went  on  to  My,  in  reply  to  tha  second 
part  of  my  Question,  that  for  some  years 
past  the  whole  amounts  inserted  in  tha 
ketimatee  for  contraet  work  had  not 
been   so  aspcaded;   but   considatabla 
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8umt  had  been  utilized  for  the  purchase 
of  stores  and  for  Dockyard  wages.    He 
added  that    in    five  years  a    sum  of 
£300,000  TOted  by  this  House  for  work 
to  be  done  by  contract  in  private  yards 
had  not  been  used  for  that  purpose,  but 
paid  to  make  good  deficiencies  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Dockyards.     Now,  that 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  improper 
system.    It  was  discovered,  apparently, 
oDly  accidentally.     Had  the  permanent 
officials  been  allowed  to  keep  beck  the 
work  done  on  contract  as  usual,  we  should 
have  had  a  similar  excess  in  the  Contract 
Vote  forthcoming  this  year  also  to  pay 
for  the  excess  of  ezpendidire  in  the 
Dockyards,  and  this  sum  now  before  the 
Committee  would  not  have  come  under  our 
cognizance.     It  is  lucky  that  the  energy 
of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Bitchie)  was 
the  means  of  his  discovering  this  irregu- 
larity. When  we  have  this  sort  of  thing 
occurring  year  after  year — and  it  ap- 
pears to  have  amounted  to  a  system— I 
think  we  should  take  cognizance  of  the 
matter,  and  mark  our  disapprobation  of 
the  system  by  a  reduction  of  the  Vote. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  we  cannot  have 
the  smallest  control  over  the  expendi- 
ture so  long  as  this  kind  of  thing  is  al- 
lowed to  go  on.    I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  transfer  of  this  money  from  one 
Vote  to  the  other  has  been  illegal.     I 
believe  that  the  formal  sanction  of  the 
House  is  asked  every  year ;  but  it  is  asked 
at  a  time  when  no  one  knows  anything 
about  it.    I  am  certain  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.   Bitchie)  must 
have  been  a  revelation  to  most  Mem- 
bers, eren  to  old  Members  of  the  House ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  discovery 
must  have  been  a  revelation  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  when  he  made  it.    I 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the 
sum  of  £S2,200. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  Thit  the  Item  of  £32,200.  for  Dockyards 
At  Home  and  Abroad,  be  omitted  from  the  pro- 
poeed  Vote.*'— (2>r.  Cmmtrom.) 

Thb  SECBETABY  to  tbb  ADMI- 
RALTT  (Mr.  Hibbebt)  :  I  do  not  find 
fault  with  my  hon.  Friend  (Dr.  Oaaneron) 
for  raising  this  question ;  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  that  he  has  made  rather 
more  of  the  complaint  than  he  is  justi- 
fied in  doing,  considering  that  no  excess 
is  transferred  from  one  Vote  to  another 
without  the  matter  going  through  a  very 

Dr.  Cameron 


oareAil  process  of  examination.    In  th« 
first  place,  the  Department  cannot  apply 
money  which  has  been  voted  for  con- 
tract work  to  any  other  work  without 
the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  and  then  the 
transfer  has  to  be  passed  by  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee,  and  placed  in  the 
Appropriation  Account.  Therefore,  there 
are  three    different   processes  through 
which  the  matter  has  to  go  before  it  can 
receive  public  assent.  At  the  same  time, 
I  quite  agree  with  the  principle  my  hon. 
Friend  has  enunciated— namely,  that  it 
is  not  a  desirable  thing,  supposing  it  is 
done  intentionally,  that  the  Department 
should  put  down  for  any  particular  Vote 
a  larger  sum  than  they  know  will  bo 
employed,  with  the  intention  of  using 
the  surplus  for  other  purposes.     It  is 
desirable  that,  with  regard  to  everv  Vote, 
the  fullest  information   should  be  ob- 
tained by  the  Department,  and  that  the 
Estimate  should  be  prepared  in  aooord- 
ance  with  that  information.   Now,  upon 
the  particular  point  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made,  and  which  has  given  rise 
to  the  application  to  the  House  for  the 
payment  of  £32,000  upon  the  Contract 
Vote,  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  find  fault 
either  with  the  Admiralty  Department 
for  any  mistake  they  have  made  to  cause 
this  excess— I  do  not  find  fault  either 
with  the  late  Liberal  Oovernment  or 
with    the    late    Conservative    Govern- 
ment in  respect  of  it,  and  for  the  very 
reason  that  I  believe  the  whole  cause  of 
this  increased  demand  for  contract  work 
is  entirely  owing  to  the  depression  in 
trade  which  exists  in  the  country.  There 
are  very  few  of  the  shipbuilding  yards 
to  which  these  contracts  nave  been  given 
where  there  is  much  work  going  on  ex- 
cept Government  work;  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  it  has  been  necessary  for 
the  different  contractors  to  push  on  our 
work  more  rapidly    than  they  would 
have  otherwise  have  done  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  have  no  other  work,  or 
very  little  other  work,  in  their  yards. 
Well,  I  do  not  think  we  should  find  fault 
with  the  contractors  for  getting  through 
the  work  as  rapidly  as  they  can ;  and  I 
do  not  think  that  it  is  anything  but  in 
the  interest  of  the  nation  that  the  shipe 
which  are  being  built  should  be  com- 
pleted as  soon  as  possible.    Of  course. 
it  is  very  unpleasant  not  to  have  calcu* 
lated  or  taken  a  sufficient  amount  for 
what  we  require.    Now,  the  facta  are 
these.  For  the  machinery  of  the  various 
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4h*n»  which  wore  given  out  hy  contract 
— tM  largo  ship*  of  the  S^oui  class — 
th^ro  was  i^Mtmatod  a  itum  of  £72,000, 
and  f«>r  thn  Brnt'Cla^n  toq)odo  boaU  it 
ira«  nKkoofd  that  £A5.000  would  be 
•p<«nt.  Tho  ex]H'nditure  has  turned  out 
t'ibe— on  thofimtc1aA9ofboatf£  126.606, 
an  <*xcoM  of  £al,60r>;  and  on  th«*  »tH:ond 
claM  £f^l.O00.  an  exccM  of  £9,ooo, 
shovtog  a  total  cxceas  of  £63,nor).  But 
thore  are  attq)1n%cii  upon  the  machinery 
Cf>ntrart  for  other  shiiM  which  brings  the 
doflrionc}'  down  t>  a  jum  of  £14,000. 
When  we  come  to  the  hull  of  the  fihips 
we  ci>mA  to  a  rery  much  larger  quentiun. 
We  find  that  in  building  the  hulls  of 
flredifr<«ront  ships — five  large  shins— the 
c^mtractnrs  hnvo  earned  during  tno  year 
£t76,62.>  more  than  it  wa^  e«timat«'d 
they  would  earn ;  and,  t!iorefi>ro.  we  hare 
b<N»Q  obliged  to  come  to  the  Committee 
fir  an  increased  grant  to  make  gcx>d  the 
f^intrncturV  demands.  Well,  now,  it  may 
be  said  that  when  the  tenders  were  ac- 
<*  -pted  we  might  have  calc  ulated  what 
the  amount  would  be  which  would  be 
earned  in  the  year.  I  hare  taken  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  mat* 
ti»r ;  and,  as  far  a^  I  can  gather,  no  accu- 
rate information  as  to  tl;<*  eamingi  upon 
the  «hipa  in  c<>ur«e  of  construction 
was  obtained  at  the  Admiralty  till  the 
month  of  NoTember  in  last  year.  When 
the  ft'DOunt  eamcHl  was  diPcoveriHl  tho 
nolil*  I>»rJ  ;I>»rd  George  Ilaniilton  . 
•  ho  WAS  tlien  tho  FiT^t  Iy»rd  of  tho  Ad- 
nMrnliy,  Tery  pniperly  nppr>ved  of  th«« 
piym«*nt  of  thi**  exrt  «•«.  and  d<H>id4Ml  that 
tho  pro^rt'**  iif  the  «hi|  •«,  though  this 
exc«»fts  was  }.*  'im  earned,  was  not  to  be 
impedf^].  I  thibk  it  is  quite  right  that 
n «  attempt  should  hare  bei^n  nmdo  to 
ch<»«  k  tho  progress  of  the  ships,  if  we 
consider  firvt  of  all  tin*  d**sirabUity  of 
baring  the  ■hi|>s  c<>rnpl«»ted  as  soon  as 
poMibl«»,  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  un- 
dffsirabiUty  of  niacin;;  the  contra'  tors  in 
the  pfifxtion  of  haring  to  di»  hargo  a 
large  number  cf  t)ir»ir  workmrp.  On 
thaee  gn>nnds,  as  I  hare  said.  I  hare  no 
fault  to  find  either  with  one  0<»remm<  nt 
cr  theother;  but  plsce  the  whoU  fault, 
if  ther««  is  any  fault  at  all.  u)*  )n  tli(«  un- 
f'irtnnate  »tate  of  th"  trad**  of  the  c-  un- 
trr.  W«ll,  owing  to  the  ntid!«'nn«»*i  with 
which  the  informati  in  in  regard  to  the  ; 
earnings  on  the^e  whips  wa«  sprung  upon  , 
Iha  Admiralty,  I  inouired  as  to  what  | 
waa  tho  eyttom  whicn  waa  adopted  to 
aatertatn  'the  e«niings    on   the    ehipa 


which  were  to  be  built  by  contract ;  and 
I  foond  thai  wo  hare  orerseers  in  all 
tho  yards  of  the  country ;  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  these  orersoera  to  report,  fh>m 
time  to  time,  to  the  Admiralty  what 
amount'of  work  has  been  done ;  and  also 
that  in  the  month  of  October  it  is  usual 
for  the  Admiralty  to  send  down  an  offi* 
cer  to  inspect  and  re|>ort  upon  the 
amount  of  money  which  haa  been 
earned.  Well,  this  year  that  was  done, 
and  the  Admiralty  receirod  a  Report 
from  their  officer,  which  showed  that  thia 
large  additional  sum  waa  due  to  the  con- 
tractors. Now.  what  I  hare  to  say  upon 
the  system  is  that  tho  Pontroller  haa  rery 
pro|K«rly  laid  down  a  more  stringent  aya« 
torn  of  report  with  ro*pfot  to  the  earn- 
ings  on  shins,  a  system  which  will  en- 
able him  to  know  frt>m  month  to  month* 
more  airuratelr  than  he  has  hitherto 
boon  able  to  do,  the  amount  of  mon»»r 
which  is  earned.  But  I  do  not  think  it 
ever  will  bo  possible  to  estimate  closely 
tho  exact  amount  which  the  contractors 
will  be  able  to  earn  during  any  par- 
ticular year.  You  can  only  do  it  by 
making  a  contract  subject  to  the  condi- 
tion that  tho  contractor  shall  only  do 
work  in  each  year  which  amounts  to  a 
ri»rtain  sum  of  money.  If  you  make  a 
rontrart  f<>r  tho  nhip  to  be  completed  not 
later  than  a  certain  date  you  must  leare 
the  contractor  at  liberty  to  work  ranidljf 
or  slowly  according  to  the  state  of  iiu%i- 
n*'^n  in  his  }ard.  I  di>  not  think  that 
uub-M  we  bare  a  rcry  stritigent  <*<mtract 
— a  contract  very  dilTorent  to  that  we 
hare  been  aecustomod  to  make — we  can 
with  any  c<*rtAinty  ray  what  is  tho  exact 
amount  eamcd  from  one  year  to  another. 
.Vt  the  same  time,  if  you  put  contractors 
under  rery  stringent  c^moitions  the  pro- 
bability is  that  in  the  end  you  will  hare 
to  pay  more  for  the  building  of  your 
rosaels.  The  more  liberty  you  grant 
your  contractor  as  to  the  rapidity  of  the 
work,  the  chea|»er  you  get  tho  a  «»rk  done, 
and  that  is  an  obj<*ct  which  the  Admiraltr 
and  the  nation  should  hare  in  riew.  I 
hare  onlr  one  thing  more  to  say.  My 
l.on.  Fnend  r>r.  Cameron)  waa  quite 
ri);ht  in  saying  that  for  firo  years  pro* 
vi'*us  to  the  pr«*««>nt  th*Te  had  been  sur- 
pluiMs  in  th(*  <  ontract  V«»te.  I  find  that 
t».ero  waa  a  «ur|  lus  in  \***^0  of  £8«.000  ; 
in  IHHI  of  £»«'..M)0;  inl*«H2of  £81,000; 
in  1RH.1  of  £loa.fOO;  and  In  1884-5  cf 
£199.000.  Thorrf«ire,  I  think  the  fact 
that  thors  hare  been  thaaa  sorplaaea  in 
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past  years  shows  that  the  Department 
were  quite  justified  in  not  estimating  for 
a  larger  amount  than  they  did.  I  should 
have  thought  my  hon.  Friend  would 
have  been  pleased  that  the  Department 
had  not  estimated  fur  a  larger  amount, 
because  it  has  been  the  means  of  bring- 
ing this  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
Oommittee.  I  can  only  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  this  matter  is  one  which  en- 
tirely depends  on  the  state  of  trade,  and 
that  I  do  not  blame  the  Department, 
and  I  do  not  blame  any  person  who  has 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  building  of 
the  vessels. 

Qenebal  Si  a  GEORGE  BALFOUR : 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  desire  to  offer  a  correc- 
tion to  the  statement  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Hibbert),  in  regard  to  the  form  in  which 
Treasury  sanction  is  given  to  the  transfer 
of  surpluses  on  some  Votes  to  meet 
deficiencies  on  other  Votes.  I  admit 
sanction  to  be  officially  required.  I  also 
allow  that  without  Treasury  sanction 
the  Auditor  and  Comptroller  General 
would  refuse  to  pass  accounts  of  the  Army 
or  Navy  in  which  transfers  have  been 
made.  I,  however,  say  that  the  mode 
in  which  this  sanction  is  given  is  de- 
lusive. In  former  Parliaments  I  en- 
deavoured to  expose  these  defects ;  but, 
having  failed,  I  nave  of  late  years  been 
silent.  In  now  again  urging  my  views, 
I  do  so  in  the  hope  that  the  present 
Parliament  may  contain  financial  re- 
formers more  numerous  and  more  earnest 
than  those  found  in  former  Parliaments. 
I  therefore  respectfully  request  the  new 
Members  to  study  the  Reports  of  the 
Auditor  General  on  the  accounts  of  the 
Army  and  Navy.  There  they  will  find 
that  not  a  year  passes  without  transfers 
of  large  surpluses  on  some  Votes  being 
allowed  by  the  Treasury  to  cover  excesses 
on  other  Votes.  This  sanction  was  a 
check  established  40  years  ago,  intended 
to  enable  the  Treasury  to  enforce  cor- 
rectness in  estimating.  But  in  recent 
years  it  was  neutralized  by  the  War 
Office  and  Admiralty  applying  for 
transfers  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
Indeed,  at  times  the  application  is  made 
after  the  close  of  the  financial  year. 
This  facility  of  obtaining  at  the  end  of  the 
year  funds  to  cover  the  expenses  incurred 
in  previous  months  led  to  laxity  in 
calculating  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
And  thus  the  Treasury  haa  been  de- 
prived of   the  power  of  enforcing  ex* 


actness  in  the  provision  of  stores  and 
ships,  by  pointing  out  the  incorrect 
estimating.  Another  objection  to  this 
delay  in  applying  is  the  opening  given 
for  under-estimating  the  charge  lor  some 
Votes,  in  the  full  expectation  of  cover- 
ing deficiencies  from  over-estimating 
other  Votes,  which  may  be  expected  to 
be  readily  passed  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  A  tabulation  for  some  years 
of  such  excesses  and  deficiencies  might 
be  usefully  furnished  to  expose  the  bad 
practice.  We  have  just  hesfd  of  serious 
defects  in  the  Naval  Accounts,  where  the 
outlay  on  ships  built  by  contract  has 
largely  fallen  below  the  estimated 
amount,  and  that  the  aurplus  has  been 
used  in  covering  excesses  on  other  Votes. 
This  is  a  source  of  great  danger,  because 
the  country  has  been  deluded  into  the 
idea  that  the  Naval  R^timates  provided 
more  vessels  than  were  paid  for  by  the 
accounts.  In  alluding  to  this  serious 
defect  in  the  Naval  Accounts,  I  wish  to 
express  approval  of  the  useful  reform 
initiated  by  the  noble  Lord  the  late 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty(Lord  George 
Hamilton),  and  carried  out  by  the  late 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  the  Member 
for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Ritchie^ ; 
and  if  I  venture  to  allude  to  a  defect  m 
the  new  system,  I  am  confident  the 
noble  Lord  will  believe  that  I  fully 
appreciate  his  good  work.  The  defect 
I  alluded  to  is  not  clearly  defining  the 
respective  amounts  of  the  outlay,  or  the 
respective  liabilities  in  the  current  and 
coming  official  year.  In  carrying  on 
the  business  of  two  great  Departments  of 
the  Army  and  Navy,  it  is  not  only  esses- 
tial  that  the  greatest  possible  freedom 
should  be  allowed  the  heads  of  branches, 
to  issue  orders  for  work  or  supplies  of 
stores,  but  that  the  amounts  to  be  ex- 
pended should  be  clearly  known.  To 
this  end,  these  heads  should  be  required 
to  specify  as  closely  as  possible  the 
extent  of  the  orders  to  be  in  force  for 
and  the  sums  to  be  expended  in  current 
and  coming  years,  and  thus  enable  the 
Accountant  General  to  calculate  the 
funds  needed  in  the  respective  years. 
In  this  way  the  danger  of  having  finaa- 
cial  blunders,  in  the  form  of  si^plasee 
and  excesses  on  Votes  such  aa  we  so 
often  hear  of,  would  be  in  part  gnarded 
against,  or  at  least  lessened.  This  full 
freedom  to  heads  of  branchea  to  open 
orders  for  expenditure  ought,  howw^r, 
to  be  ezeraMd  with  care*    Thia 
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hi^^t  be  done  bj  spfcifjin^  dearly  tbo 
dete  M  to  the  amount  of  work  or  etoree 
in  be  provided,  and  within  what  period, 
and  the  Accountant  General  can  toereby 
r«ttniate  the  liabilitiee  of  the  year,  and 
Imi  able  to  brini^  to  the  notico  of  the 
Fir»t  Ijurd  and  Parliamentary  Si^oretary 
the  turn*  falling  due  on  certain  dat<«  in 
c«xc«ea  of  tho  granta.  The  next  reform 
I  ha?o  always  advocated  at  home  and  in 
India  hae  h««en  in  requiring  all  eurpluMHi 
of  Vulee  to  be  relinquished,  in  the  eamo 
way  that  surplueee  on  the  total  Vote  an* 
given  up  at  the  rl«Me  of  the  financial 
y««ar.  And  on  any  Vote  r<H|uiring  ad- 
ditional funde  for  mtn^tiog  this  necetsity 
immediately  it  la  diaoorered»  a  Supple- 
mental I'lsttmate  should  be  prepannl, 
and  submitted  for  the  sanction  of  the 
Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the  dates 

00  which  the  amount  previously  granted 
hv  Parliament  had  been  expendtHl.  But, 
like  all  other  official  arrangomonts,  suo- 
ceea  or  failurt«  will  depend  on  the  mode 
of  carrying  out  theiH»  conditions.  A 
close  and  jfunctional  scrutiny  by  the 
First  Lord  and  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary over  the  monthly  or  weekly  state* 
monts  of  financial  rei«ults  and  ]*>timates 
of  the  Accountant  (toneral  can  alone 
secure  c<inre<tn«»M  in  airountiog. 

lyjan  Ui^> )UUE  HAMILTON:  Thu 
hon.  G<»ttth*man  the  Secretary  to  tho 
Admiralty  Mr.  Ilibbcrt)  has  explsint^l 
so  much  with  regard  to  this  Vote  that  it 
is  not  n<  C'»^sary  f'>r  mo  to  supplc^mont  to 
any  grt*at  ext4«ot  what  he  has  aaid.  But 
the  hon.  <i<*nthman  did  not  explain  one 
|iotat.  Thi*re  ts  a  natural  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which 

1  atsuro  hon«  Members  that  1  fully 
share,  to  as«i*nt  to  any  large  sum,  either 
in  the  Original  or  in  the  Supplementary 
£stimat«*e,  which  will  lead  to  a  |>orma* 
neat  addition  to  the  annual  expenditure. 
Now.  this  sum  of  £'Juo.o<.o  which  is 
uad«*r  discussion,  so  far  from  being  a 
permanetit  addition  to,  is  an  abet*luti' 
reduction  of,  extttiiig  lisKilittes  which 
will  have  to  ho  mft  in  a  subst^iuent 
>rar,  and  which  have  not  in  any  way 
daring  tho  current  year  Ikh  u  rt«placrd 
bv  a  vum  of  <orrvf|ioudiiig  amount* 
\Vhat  WS1  done  was  simply  it  is.  Mem- 
bers  of  the  lat«*  House  of  (%>mmons  will 
rsc<>ll««t  that  the  I'lsrl  of  North  brook, 
oa  behalf  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Govvm* 
■Mat  then  in  <  >ffice,  undertook*  in  order 
to  bring  up  the  suength  of  the  Navy  to 
tha  reqaiaita  lavel»  to  spend  in  a  peciod 


of  five  years  the  siun  of  £3,160,000  in 
the  construction  of  ships  put  out  to  con- 
tract, and  that  he  and  his  Colleagues 
made  an  Estimate  of  the  sum  which  for 
fire  years  would  ba  incurred  under  con* 
tract.  Well,  Sir,  their  EsUmatea  wore 
carefully  mado  at  the  time,  no  doubt ; 
but  they  had  no  accurate  calculation  of 
the  cost  of  similar  contracts  which  had 
been  made  liefore  by  the  Admiralty. 
And  in  the  first  year,  owing  to  the  nn- 
u%ual  df^pression  of  trade,  thore  was 
£200.000  worth  more  of  work  done  by 
the  contractors  than  had  been  contem- 

Slatod — in  other  words,  they  have  re- 
uced  the  liabilities  which  would  have 
had  to  be  met  in  another  year  by 
£UOO.OOO.  Again,  by  this  the  con- 
tractors were  enabled  to  keep  a  laiger 
number  of  men  employ (h1  during  a  time 
of  pressure,  while  the  Naval  Service  and 
the  nation  gets  the  benefit  so  much  sooner 
of  the  ships  in  course  of  construction  ; 
and  it  should  be  remembered,  in  these 
days  of  rapid  improvement,  that  this  is 
a  most  important  point,  because  a  new 
ship,  with  all  modem  appliances,  is  in 
the  early  years  of  existence  a  most  for- 
midable fighting  machine.  I  agree  very 
much  with  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
MiMuhor  for  Glsngow  [Ur,  (.^amoron). 
Ht«  alluded  to  the  fact  that  he  had  the 
rt'sult  of  thnH«  years*  l-!stimates  of  the 
Admiralty  to  show  that  there  had  been 
a  considerable  surplus  on  the  sum  of 
money  devoted  to  contract  work,  which 
surplus  was  devoted  to  mo<*t  deficiencies 
in  I>t>ckyard4.  I  agree  that  if  you  wish 
anyone  in  the  capacity  of  an  official  at 
the  Admiralty  or  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  exercise  pn»per  control  over  the 
expenditure^  the  Estimates  should  be 
framed  with  the  utmost  care,  and  that 
no  new  Estimates  should  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  House  or  Committee 
until  the  consent  of  the  Treasury  is  ob- 
tained to  the  transfer  of  the  money  from 
one  Vote  to  another.  But  the  excess  in 
thi«  year  is  easily  aixx>unted  for.  The 
i'lstimates  were  ba»4<d  on  the  assumption 
that  th««  contractors  would  be  able  to 
earn  in  a  given  time  all  the  money  to 
which  they  were  entitled.  It  was  un- 
usual for  them  to  perfotui  all  the  work 
which  would  entitle  thi>m  to  claim  all 
the  money.  Now,  however,  for  the  first 
time,  the  circumstancee  are  reversed, 
and  the  contractors  are  very  consider- 
ably in  advance  with  the  work.  The 
Admiralty  had  to  eonmdar  the  qnaalion 
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whether  they  would  sanction  that  excess, 
or  insist  on  the  contracts  being  more 
slowly  executed,  which  would  have  in- 
Yolred  the  discharge  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  men,  and  added  to  the  number  of 
unemployed  men  at  the  present  moment; 
and,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a  call  for 
ships  to  add  to  the  strength  of  the  Navv, 
wo  decided  that  the  extra  work  should 
be  done,  haying  confidence  that,  when 
it  was  explained  that  thesum  of  £200,000 
would  be  deducted  from  the  liabilities 
of  future  years,  the  House  of  Commons 
would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we 
were  right  in  the  judgment  at  which  we 
had  arrived.  Well,  ^ir,  the  alterations 
made  in  the  last  few  months  will,  I  hope, 
insure  more  accurate  Estimates  in  future. 
I  do  not  say  that  they  are  perfect ;  but 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Hibbert),  as  is  well  known,  is  a  man  of 
business ;  and  if  any  defects  in  the  sys- 
tem were  found  by  him  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  will  do  his  best  to  remedy  them. 
The  Inspectors  of  the  Admiralty  used  to 
report  every  three  months;  but  the 
Board  under  the  late  Government  altered 
that  arrangement,  and  required  them  to 
report  every  month ;  and  if  they  think 
that  the  work  done  in  any  of  the  yards 
is  in  excess  of  that  contained  in  the' 
Estimates  they  are  at  once  to  report.  I 
do  not  think  a  similar  error  is  likely  to 
occur  again ;  buti  believe  that  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty  will  find  that  they 
under-estimated  the  cost  of  arming  the 
ships,  and  the  sums  of  money  necessary 
to  meet  contracts  already  entered  into. 
I  think  it  only  right  that  they  should 
have  a  distinct  warning  of  this,  because, 
although  I  cannot  tell  what  may  be  the 
ultimate  sum  which  the  present  Board 
of  Admiralty  may  decide  upon  in  pre- 
senting to  the  House  the  Estimates  for 
the  forthcoming  year,  I  am  certain  that 
they  will  find  large  liabilities  hanging 
over  them  which  must  be  met  sooner 
than  they  anticipate,  and  which  will 
cause  a  temporary  increase  in  the  Naval 
Estimates  for  the  next  two  or  three 
years.  But  I  do  not  think  that  increase 
will  be  permanent,  and  I  trust  it  will  be 
saeoeeded  by  some  considerable  reduc- 
tion. 

Mb.  RYLANDS  :  I  am  sure  that  the 
explanation  given  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Hibbert),  and  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Middlesex,  is  perfectly  aatiB- 
factory.    Allow  me  to  remind  the  Com-  I 
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mittee  that  in  this  case  we  have  abso- 
lutely reversed  the  policy  of  former  years. 
Government  has  before  comedown  to  the 
House  with  the  Naval  Estimates,  which 
provided  for  considerableexpenditure  for 
the  purchase  of  vessels,  and,  instead  of 
insisting  upon  those  vessels  being  com- 
pleted in  the  shortest  possible  space  of 
time,  have  allowed  the  contracts  to  hang 
fire,  so  to  speak.    We  have  paid  very 
large  sums  of  money  upon  unfinished  ves- 
sels which  it  has  seemed  to  me  are,  until 
completed,  useless  to  the  country.  I  have 
from  time  to  time  urged  upon  suooesaive 
Boards  of  Admiralty  that  the  great  and 
most  essential   point  in    deaung  with 
moneys  paid  for  construction  of  ships  for 
the  Navy  should  be,  that  we  should  oon- 
struct  our  vessels  in  the  Dockyards  in  a 
shorter  time,  and  that  in  giving  con- 
tracts we  should  bind  down  the  contrac- 
tors by  heavy  penalties  with  regard  to 
the  time  of  delivery;  and  rather  than 
have  delay  I  would  give  them  a  bonus 
for  completion  before  the  time.  Ton  had 
formerly  several  million  pounds  worth 
of  property  which  in  the  event  of  war 
would  be  utterly  useless.    During  the 
long  periods  in  which  the  vessels  are 
building,   discoveries  are  made  which 
render  our  arrangements  obsoleto ;  and 
so,  after  spending  seven  years  perhaps  in 
building,  we  find  ourselves  in  possession 
of  vessels  which  are  not  at  all  equal  to 
the  vessels  purchased  by  foreign  Gh>- 
vernments,  and  built  in  a  much  shorter 
time  than  they  can  be  by  us.    But  I  un- 
derstand the  mattor  of  which  the  hon. 
Member   for  Glasgow  (Dr.    Cameron) 
complains  is  that  large  sums  of  money 
have  been  used  for  purposes  not  contem- 
plated by  the  Vote  of  Parliameoi.    I 
think  it  an  objectionable,  although  it  is 
a  Icgsl  arrangement,  that  these  sums 
should  be  so  diverted  with  the  consent 
of  the  Treasury.  But  there  was  a  greater 
mischief  than  that ;  and  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  knows 
as  well  as  I  do  that  when  this  som  of 
money  was  in  hand  at  the  dose  of  the 
financial  year  the  Admiralty  anticipated 
claims    from    contractors.    What  for? 
Not  in  the  intoreet  of  the  public ;  but  this 
money  to  the  extontof,  perhaps,  £250,000 
was  paid  to  the  contractors  at  an  earlier 
period,  because  if  that  had  not  taken 
place  before  the  end  of  the  financial 
year,  it  would  have  had  to  be  surren- 
dered  to   the   Exchequer.     My   hoo. 
Friend  the  Secretaiy  to  the  Aimnhj 
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t^lk  iu  rtrj  correctly,  no  doubt,  the 
case  of  thM0  Teasels,  t'he  late  Boanl  of 
Admirmlty  found  that  th<«  contractors 
wore  gottioir  on  more  rapidly  than  was 
«»xp<>rted  with  work  which  it  was  con- 
siih«nKi  would  oxti*nd  oYer  soreral  yoars ; 
and  itwcmid  han*  bcH^n  niitiplyan  art  of 
iilioter  to  say  t«)  the  contractors — '*  W«t 
will  not  allow  you  to  f^et  on  with  tho 
Tese^U  soonrr  than  we  eontemplatod.** 
As  I  have  said,  it  is  better  that  in  making 
ct»ntracts  tho  Admiralty  should  bind  thi« 
<*ootractors  to  finish  the  work  as  sp4>edily 
as  possible ;  but  even  then,  if  the  con- 
tractors  are  ablo  to  complete  the  ships 
•4 toner  than  the  time  fixed,  th<^y  should 
bo  encourago<l  by  a  bonus  to  do  so. 
If  my  hon.  Friond  the  Ifombor  for 
(fflasgow  go4«s  to  a  diriAion  I  shall  be 
bound  to  snpport  tho  Govern mont. 

8»  THOMAS  BBA88£T:  Uj 
hon.  Friend  seems  to  Imply  that  in 
former  yeara  the  Admiralty  systema- 
tioally  over-estimated  the  amount  of 
work  to  be  executed  under  contract.  I 
can  assure  my  hon.  Friend  that  the 
greatest  disappointment  was  fi*lt  when 
the  contractors  failed  to  perform  their 
duties  as  rapidly  as  was  expected.  In 
(<»nse<}uoor»  of  tho  enormous  expnnnion 
of  the  shipping  interost  of  the  country, 
th<«  eon  tractors  wore  formerly  placi^l  in 
grsal  difllcultic*s,  both  a^  to  tho  supply 
<if  materials  of  shipbuilding  and  tho 
••jpply  of  labour.  Last  year,  owing  to 
t^M  ondition  of  the  shipbuilding  in- 
I'lfttnr,  the  conditions  were  entirely  re- 
versrJ,  and  we  found  ourselves  neces- 
sitated to  deal  with  tho  excess  expendi- 
ture by  means  of  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
roato.  My  hon.  Friend  will  now,  I 
think,  admit  that  there  was  no  int^^ntion 
to  exaggerate  the  amount  of  work  t  >  be 
d<»oo  by  contract  with  a  view  t<»  transfer 
portions  of  the  money  to  the  I>ockyard 
espenditnn*. 

Ma.  J.  W.  BAUCLAY:  I  think  the 
I»  lint  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
tfla*',;ow  'Dr.  (^amen>n^  has  been  en- 
tirely misnnderstoiKl.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man Sir  Thomas  Brasney)  speaks  as  if 
my  h»n.  Friend  complained  that  a  largo 
fNirtion  of  the  money  voted  was  paid 
over  to  outside  contractors.  That  is  not 
his  eiMipIaint  at  all,  and  he  did  not  pro- 
rose  to  reduce  that  item  in  the  Vote. 
It  ia  the  sum  of  £93,000  for  the  in« 
rrs— sd  cost  of  Dockrmrda  that  my  hon. 
Friead  objecta  to;  he  conplaiaa  that 
the  JBcreaaa  is  not  exceptional,  but  thai 


it  has  been  going  on  for  the  last  fivo  or 
six  yoars.  Not  only  has  the  Admiralty 
ovory  year  over  estimatoJ  rontnu^ts ;  but 
th«*y  have,  at  the  samo  time,  under-e%ti« 
mated  the  exi>enditure  on  tho  Dockyard 
Hstabli^hmentH,  and  the  money  voted 
ff>r  building  new  shi|Mi  under  contract 
has  Ix^en  divert«>d  to  pay  for  the  in- 
creased outlay  on  Dcm  kyards.  Now  that 
cannot  be  done  this  year,  because  the 
contractors  have  executed  a  larger  amount 
of  work  than  has  boon  expec^tcd,  and 
the  Vote  for  work  done  by  contract 
has  not  been  available  for  Dockyard 
work.  That  is  the  reason  why  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  come  t4>  the  House 
for  this  increased  sum  of  £80,000.  My 
hon.  Friend  objects  to  and  challenges 
this  permanent  increase  of  charge  for 
IK>ckyard  expenditure.  There  is  no  chal« 
lenge  of  the  amount  for  payments  to 
ctmtractors  for  building  vf^ssela  under 
contract ;  the  amount  objeotod  to  is,  as  I 
have  aaid,  £32,000,  for  a  permanent 
increase  of  tho  Dockyard  Establish* 
ments.  I  ho]>o  hon.  Members  will  show 
their  appreriation  of  the  principles  of 
economy  by  calling  this  A  ote  in  ques- 
tion. The  increaso  has  been  going  on 
for  years,  and  I  think  the  Committee 
ought  to  show  their  opinion  on  the 
subject  by  g^nng  into  the  Lobby 
against  it. 

Me.  RITCfllK :  I  think  that  the  ob- 
ject  of  the  hon.  Meml»or  for  (Hasgow 
Dr.  Cameron)  is  thoroughly  understood 
by  the  (\mimitt«*o.  I  imagine  that  the 
hon.  Member,  in  moving  his  Amendment, 
was  not  seriously  challenging  this  Vote, 
but  that  he  wished  to  call  attention  to 
the  practice  which  has  been  followed 
during  many  years  of  paying  lees  money 
to  contractors  for  contract  work  than 
was  put  down  in  the  original  Estimates. 
If  tho  course  proposed  by  tho  hon.  Mem- 
lH»r  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W.  Ban^lav^ 
be  adopt'^l,  and  the  Committee  were  t4) 
ace  ipt  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.Membor 
for  Glasg«»w,  it  would  pra<*tirally  amount 
to  a  cMisure  on  the  Gov4«mment  for 
having  decided  to  employ  in  the  Dock- 
yards of  the  country  a  number  of  men 
whom  they  found  there  when  they  came 
into  Gffire.  Looking  at  the  importance 
of  expediting  the  building  of  ships  and 
of  not  throwing  out  of  employment  a 
large  number  of  men  during  a  time  of 
great  depression,  I  am  satisned  that  the 
Committee  will  consider  that  the  late 
Board  of  Admiralty  did  right  ia  follow- 
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ing  that  course  rather   than   keepiDg 
within  the  Estimates  of  the  year.     I  am 
sure  that  all  those  who  desire  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Navy  will  be  pleased  to 
have  heard    the  remarks  of   the  hon. 
Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Rylands)  to- 
night.   The  hon.  Member  has  been  for 
many  years  one  of  the  staunchest  advo- 
cates of  economy  in  this  House;  and, 
therefore,  the  fact  that  the  hon.  Member 
has  risen  to  support  the  extra  payment 
we  have  made  to  contractors  during  the 
current  year  must  be  a  great  inducement 
to  the  Government  to  maintain  the  pre- 
sent policy,  that  whether  our  ships  are 
being  built    under  contract  or  in  the 
Dockyards  of  the  country  they  should  be 
completed  as  quickly  as  possible.     It  is 
evident  that  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
states  is  correct — namely,  that  the  sooner 
necessary  and  desirable  works  are  com- 
pleted, and  the  sooner  the  money  spent 
is  brought  into  fruitful  operation,  the 
better  it  is  for  the  country  and  the  eco- 
nomy of  the  Public  Service.     I  desire 
that  there  should  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing with  reference  to  the  particular  sum 
of  £200,000,  which  has  been  spoken  of 
by  some  hon.  Members  as  a  mistake, 
and  by  others  as  a  sum  required  owing 
to  a  discovery  made  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment that  the  money  had  been  spent. 
But,  Sir,  it  was  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.     When  the  subject  came  to  our 
notice  the  money  had  not  been  spent. 
It  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  if  they  had  chosen, 
to  take  extreme  measures,  not  to  have 
spent   the    money.    In  the   month   of 
November  it   was  known  that  if  the 
work  were  to  go  on  at  the  same  rate 
as  before,   the  liability  at  the  end  of 
the  year  would  be  in   excess    of   the 
amount  estimated ;  and,  looking  at  the 
fact  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  have 
the  men  discharged,   and  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  ships  built,  we 
felt  we  should  do  what  we  believed  the 
House  would  justify — namely,  allow  the 
shipbuilding  to  go  on.     With  regard  to 
the  practice  during  the   past    two  or 
three  years,  no  doubt  every  year  has 
shown  that  the  whole  amount  voted  had 
not  been  paid,  to  contractors.    In  some 
years  the  amount  has  been  extremely 
large ;  in  others  it  has  not  been  so  large ; 
but   always  considerable.      Now,   Sir, 
I  admit  that  the  fact  of  this  occurring 
looks  rather  as  if  very  little  effort  was 
made  by  Boards  of  Admiralty  to  see 
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that  contractors  proceeded  with  due 
rapidity  to  execute  the  work  they  had  in 
hand,  and  that  they  were  not  unwilling 
that  they  should  be  provided  with  a 
surplus  on  one  Vote  in  order  to  meet  a 
deficiency  on  another.  I  say  that  in  a 
matter  of  finance  that  is  an  unsound 
principle — ^it  is  distinctly  so.  Of  oourse, 
it  cannot  be  contended  that  the  prophe- 
cies  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  as  to 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  earned  by 
the  contractors  should  always  he  ful- 
filled ;  but  it  certainly  has  an  awkward 
look  when  they  are  never  fulfilled  in  one 
particular  direction,  and  it  would  rather 
look  as  if  contractors  regarded  the  work 
of  the  Government  as  a  sort  of  conveni- 
ence, and  that  they  felt  they  were  justi- 
fied in  taking  whatever  work  oame  to 
their  hands,  even  though  they  retarded 
the  work  of  the  Government.  Now,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  principle 
which  ought  not  to  be  admitted.  The 
work  at  the  contractors'  yards  ought,  in 
our  opinion,  to  be  inspected  monthly ; 
and  not  only  do  we  think  that  the  Ad- 
miralty Inspectors  should  report,  month 
by  month,  to  the  Government  that  the 
contractors  are  proceeding  with  tlio 
work,  but  that  the  contractors  them> 
selves  should  be  called  upon  to  proceed 
with  the  work  as  rapidly  as  they  ought ; 
and  I  believe,  by  the  arrangements  made 
at  the  Admiralty  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of 
future  Boards  to  keep  more  within  the 
Estimates  than  has  hitherto  been  the 
case.  In  oondusioD,  I  venture  to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  the  policy  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  with  regard  to  the 
Navy  will  be  the  policy  of  their  Prede- 
cessors, the  cardinal  point  of  which  was 
that  all  work  necessary  for  the  country, 
whether  executed  in  public  cft  private 
Dockyards,  should  be  proceeded  with  as 
expeditiously  as  possible. 

Mr.  LANE :  On  this  Vote  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Oommittee  for 
a  few  moments  to  another  branch  of  the 
Dockyard  question.  At  Question  time 
this  afternoon  I  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  for  information  with 
reference  to  a  particular  Dockyard  in 
oourse  of  construction.  In  reply  to  my 
Question  the  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that 
the  Dockyard,  which  was  comparatively 
small,  had  been  in  course  of  oonalnietioo 
for  22  years ;  that  upon  it  there  had  been 
expended  already  the  sum  of  £490,000 ; 
and  that  the  work  was  intended  to  be 
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r<->aipletad  about  the  end  of  this  ymr,  \  mbU  to  idontifj  it,  or  to  mj  wbero  it 
Th»  boa.  Oontlamaa  •upplemeot^d  that '  came  from  or  where  it  was  going,  aod 

ioformatioa  by  stating  that  there  wore  wo  are  tt>ld  that  the  lloard  of  Admi- 

oripoalljr  plana  and  eatamatea  for  the  ralty  wore  not  aware  that  this  largo  aunt 

orwtion  of  workshops  in  connection  with  of  luonoj  would  oome  from  a  Hupple* 

thrt  lK».kTArd,  but  that  it  had  b«^n  dia-  mentary  Vote.     I  belioYo  that  the  hon. 

r  »rered  that  the  plana  re^|uired  altera-  M «»m b<»r  for (ilasi^ow^  after  the  disi^UMton 

t:'>a.  and  that  it  was  n>t  the  intention  that  has  tak«m  place,  would  be  perfectly 

of  the  Admiral tr  to  proceed  with  tho  ftatisfied  if  some  sasu ranee  were  given 

oiDfttniction  of  too  workshops  until  the  him,  that  the  Admiralty  Accounts  would 

iKiokyard  was  comploti»d.  be  so  kept   in    future   that  a  vagrant 

Tub  chairman  :   I  must  call  the  sum  of  £32,000  will  not  hereafter  be 

attention  of  tho  hoo.  Member  to  tho  fact  found  wandering  about, 

that  the  item  under  discussion  relates  to  Ma.BltUNXEK:  In  moving  toreport 

work  in  Dinrkyards,  and  not  to  work  in  Progress  I  only  desire  that  the  Prime 

ci>nneetton  with  them.  Minister's  undertaking  with  regard  to 

Mm.  LAN£  :  I  was  under  the  tmpres-  tho  introduction  of    tho  Oroflers  Bill 

•li  >a  that  I  might  bo  out  of  Ordor  in  shall  bo  fulfilled,  or,  if  not  fulfilled  ab* 

raising thtMiucstion on  tho  present  Vote;  fiolutoly,   then   fulfilled    as  near  as  it 

and  I  askod  an  hon.  Friend,  more  ex-  can  bo. 

p«nonco<l  in  the  House  than  I  am,  who-  Tub  SECRETARY  to  tbb   ADMI- 

thor  I  should  disouss  it  on  Vote  11.    If  UALTY  (Mr.   Hibeebt  :  I  hope  that 

I  shall  be  in  Order  in  doing  ao  on  that  tho  hon.  Member  will  not  press  nis  Mo* 

Voto,  I  will  postpone  my  observations  tion  for  IVogress.    The  introduction  of 

until  it  oomes  forward.  the  Crofters*   Bill  is  a  very  important 

Thx  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem-  matttrr  which  we  all  want  to  hoar;  but  I 

b4*r  will  be  in  Order  in  referring  to  the  think  in  a  very  abort  time  we  shall  be 

suhjeet  on  Vote  11.  able  to  dispose  of  this  Vote. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoMMl,  Motion,  by  leave,  iri/Mmim. 

••  That  th«  r«««rm.n  do  «p<.rt  1V>.  CAMERON :  If  I  Ud  got  any 

iMrmmmH'.)  which  I  complain  will  be  remedied  in 

(^PTAnrYERNET:  IthinktheOom-' the  future  1  should  not   have  pressed 

mttt««  is  very  much  indebted  to  the  hon.  this  Motion.     But  I  have  got  nothing  of 

M-mlHir    for   Forfarshire    (Mr.  J.   W.  the  sort,  although  an  altompt  has  bi*on 

Ii«nlaj:  for  having  recalled  them  to  the  made  to  draw  a  r(Mi*herring  arn>«a  tho 

r«>Al  pfiiot  of  the  hon.  Member  for  (tlaa*  path,  and  therefore  I  intend  to  take  a 

gow  V  I>r.  (7aroernn' .  division.  My  complaint  is  that  for  the  last 

8iB  HERBERT  MAXWELL:    Mr.  five  years— and,  in  fact,  every  year— the 

C^>urtaey,  I  rise  to  Order.  I  understand  contract  work  haa  lM>en  over-eatimated 

that  we  are  on  a  Motion  to  repoH  Pro*  systematically,  and  that  the  ovor-osti- 

l^resa.  mated  monoy  has  been  taken  to  meet  in* 

Trb  CHAIRMAN:  I  did  not  under-  creaaed  Dockyard  expenditure.  Thatwaa 

sUnd  that  the  hon.  Mombor  moved.  a  moat  vicioua  system,  and  it  has  been 

('ArrAiB  VERNEY :  I  was  about  to  '  exposed  simply  by  an  accidtmt.    We  are 

\  .int  out  that  hon.  (}entlem«*n  on  both  told  that  there  are  safeguards  against  it 

8  •!«*•  of  the  House  who  r«»pr«*«4»nt  and  such   as  the    appropriation  on   Public 

havo   roj-n^^^titM  the   Admiralty   have  Accounts    Committ4«e    and    the    au«lit. 

I  rais#>l  one  anothor  for  thoir  exceedingly  Well,  8ir,  fur  five  jears  this  most  vicioua 

go^Ml  admiaistfatioa  when  they  were  in  syMem  has  been  going  on  unchecked  by 

i  »flU* :  and  yet  the  St  notary  to  the  Ad-  any  che^l,  and  I  pro^^oso  now  to  intro- 

miralty    Mr.  Htbbert    t4»lU  us  that  ar-  duce  another  che<k  m  the  form  of  a 

rangements  have  now   been  made   to  divivion  In  thi«  lioufi*. 

prevent  such  slipshod  management  as  Ma.  JACKS :  There  is  one  cause  for 

has  occurred  Uking  place  at  the  Admi-  the  deficit,  which,  as  one  connected  with 

ralty  in  future.     A  large  sum  of  mone>  shipbuilding.  1  rather  wonder  haa  not 

t  J  have  been  wandering  about,  ao  been  referred  to  \  and  tbia  ia  the  altera* 


to  speak ;  no  one  eeema  to  have  been  .  tioos  which  are  made  at  tho  instigatioa 
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of  the  Gt)yemment  officials  after  the 
work  in  the  shipyard  has  been  proceeded 
with.  I  would  like  an  assurance  that 
none  of  this  deficit  has  arisen  in  this 
wa3'.  There  should  he  Bora«  under- 
taking that  such  expense  should  be 
clearly  stated,  and  not  made  up  out  of 
the  over-estimate  for  contract  work. 

Sir  DONALD  CUERIE:  In  re- 
ference to  the  five  years  spoken  of,  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  it  is  well 
known  what  difficulties  contractors  have 
had  to  deal  with.  It  need  not  be  a 
matter  of  surprise  if  estimated  contract 
work  was  not  delivered  in  those  five 
years.  Every  shipowner  knows  the 
difficulties  of  that  period.  Why,  I  have 
had  steamers  nine  months  behind  time 
in  being  delivered ;  and  I  consider  that 
the  pressing  forward  of  contract  work, 
and  the  speedy  delivery  of  that  work 
during  the  last  year,  is  very  largely  to 
the  credit  of  the  Admiralty  and  of  the 
shipbuilders.  When  we  had  doubts  last 
year  as  to  the  efficiency  of  our  Navy  in 
the  event  of  a  naval  war  it  was  urged 
in  that  Admiralty  that  they  should  in- 
crease our  Fleet  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  The  country  is  now  in  a  much 
better  position  as  a  Naval  Power ;  and  I 
think  the  late  Administration  of  the  Ad- 
miralty deserves  praise  for  what  they 
have  done.  The  present  Administration 
also  deserves  the  best  thanks  of  this 
House  for  the  enei^y  they  have  dis- 
played. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: 
Noes  246 :  Majority  179.- 
No.  11.) 

Mb.  DEAST:  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Hibbert)  what  is  the 
intention  of  the  Qovernment  with  re- 
gard to  the  erection  of  workshops 
and  houses  at  the  Haulbowline  Dock- 
yard? 

Tbe  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY  (Mr.  Hibbebt}  :  There  is  no- 
thing in  the  Vote  before  the  Committee 
in  respect  to  Haulbowline ;  but  it  is 
due  to  the  hon.  Member  to  say,  in  an- 
swer to  what  he  has  stated  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  lose  sight  of  the  work- 
shops referred  to.  As  soon  as  the  works 
now  in  operation  are  completed  plans 
will  be  prepared  for  the  workshops,  and 
the  wore  will  be  carried  out.  Provision 


—  Ayea  67; 
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will  probably  be  made  for  the  work  in 
the  Estimates  next  year. 

Mb.  lane  :  I  understand  that  it  ia 
not  intended  to  erect  these  workshops 
just  at  the  present  moment,  but  that 
when  the  Dockyard  itself  is  finished  then 
they  will  commence  to  erect  them.  The 
question  is  of  g^eat  importance  to  my 
constituents.  There  are  a  great  number 
of  shipwrights  in  Queenstown  and  there- 
abouts, and  who  are  in  the  greatest  dis- 
tress at  the  present  moment. 

The  CH AIEMAN  :  Allow  me  to  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  although 
this  Vote  deals  with  Dockyards  there  ia 
nothing  in  it  with  regard  to  Haul- 
bowline; and,  therefore,  the  observa- 
tions he  is  making  are  not  in  Order. 

Mb.  BRXJNNER  :  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  the  Keeper  of  the  Conscience  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers;  but  I  wish  to  re- 
mind the  Committee  of  the  undertaking 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  I  beg  to  move 
that  we  repor:  Progress. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  te. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
**  That  the  Chairman  do  report  ProgresA. 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."— (J/r. 
Brunner.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ; 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


PARLIAMENT-BUSINESS  OF  THE 

HOUSE. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  thk  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  E.  OLADaroiTB):  For 
the  convenience  of  the  House  I  may  be 
allowed  to  state  that  on  Monday  we 
propose  to  take  the  Votes  relating  to6ir 
Henry  Dnunmond  Wolff's  Misaion  and 
Bechuanaland. 

MOTIONS. 

CROFTERS  (SCOTLAND)  (No.  2)  BlIX. 

MOTION  FOR  UUTS. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Treveltah)  :  Sir,  in  this  Hou!<n, 
which,  so  far  as  I  csn  judge  from  tin* 
experience  of  last  Wednesday,  Hke.^ 
short  speeches,  I  shall  introduce  this 
great  subject  as  briefly  as  I  can,  con* 
sistently  with  my  desire  to  giTo  the 
House  a  very  clear  view  of  the  tnten- 
tiona  of  Her  Majesty's  QovemmeDt,  in 
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ord«r  thai  hon.  O^iitbiiien  who  foUow 
tD«  may  atiliM  the  evening  for  their 
(nticteme.  ThU  it  a  subject  which  i» 
T«  Tj  familiar  to  the  House.  It  it  fami- 
liar to  Members  of  the  last  Parliament, 
x\*>\  to  much  for  the  great  number  of 
il«*batee  whieh  took  place  with  regard  to 
it,  but  on  aoeottot  01  the  great  intoroet 
which  thoee  debates  excited.  The  una- 
nimitj  of  the  interest  which  was  felt  in 
the  crofters  was  Tory  striking.  In  no 
« aso  has  any  Resolution,  the  most  fa* 
Tt»urable  to  the  crofters,  been  rojeotod. 
In  no  case  has  it  even  been  seriously 
opposed.  KTorybody  hat  spoken  kindly 
of  them,  and  has  united  in  calling  for 
T«*ry  strung  and  decided  logislation  with 
ri'irtrd  to  them.  The  latitt  of  all  thune 
calU  for  legialation  is,  I  Tenture  to 
think,  tho  strongest  and  the  most  re- 
u«.trkablo  that  ever  was  made  by  a 
unanimout  Iloute  of  Commons.  On 
th«»  Uth  ofNuTsmber,  1884,  it  was  re- 
siiUed^ 

**  TWt,  ta  tke  opinirm  of  this  Hoom,  H  U  the 
J'4tT  of  II«r  M«ji«iy't  i^oTrrnaeiit  to  |^v« 
<**••!  to  tho  r»comiDcii«Jati>iiia  of  th«  Royal 
i  mmiflflioo  00  tha  ctmdttion  of  tha  cnjfl«»ra 
ft".  1  coCtAra  in  tha  lliKhUniU  and  I  •land*  of 
N  Uaad,  or  to  apply  tneh  oihrr  ramadiea  aa 
thf-y  doam  advUabio;  and  that  thia  Ilooaa 
t  t..  ma  ta  the  opiniun  aipraiaad  bv  tha  Itoral 
4  T.miMion,  At  pttic<*  n«»  of  xXm  K«)Mirt,  that 
*  I  hi*  mfia  rindtiMtKiQ  of  •nthority  and  rrpnv* 
r  -n  <i|  laairtaiin  would  not  e«tjibUBh  tha  rala- 
ti<  vM  of  aiatiial  conbdmca  bKweon  laadl«>rd 
abd  tioant,  in  th4»  abaani**  of  which  tha  cimntry 
w  -lid  not  ba  truly  at  jK^Aoa,  and  all  oar  in* 
if  .in«a  and    coiia*rIa  would  ba  esp«»ndvd   in 

That,  8ir,  is  the  Resolution  of  the  House 
of  (.^ommons ;  and  it  is  a  very  serious 
thing  to  think  that  that  Reeolution  was 
passed  18  months  ago,  and  has  not  been 
carried  into  effect  yet.  The  population 
referred  to  in  the  Resolution ~  a  popu- 
lation which,  the  House  will  remem- 
ber, all  the  while  we  have  been  en- 
gaged on  other  subjects  of  great 
ifitareat,  have  all  that  time  been  think- 
in  ^  of  nothing  alae  exc«»pt  this  ques- 
tt«in.  This  population  would  naturally 
•ay,  as  month  after  month  paaaiKl  away, 
that  Parliament  had  furgott4*n  the  tirat 
and  remedial  part  of  the  Kesi>lution,  and 
had  fallen  back  upon  that  mere  asser- 
tion of  tho  majeatr  of  the  law  which  is 
openly  and  stat<*dly  repudiated  by  Par- 
liamont  as  b^^ing  inaum<.tent  in  itaeif  to 
m<*et  the  wanta  of  the  oix:aaion ;  and  \ 
they  would  consider,  as  I  am  sorry  to 
asy  many  of  them  are  oooatdering,  that 


their  eiTil  obligations  are  weakened.  I 
do  not  wish  to  paint  in  too  dark  colours 
the  social  condition  of  some  portions  of 
the  Western  Highlands ;  but  I  do  say 
this^that  both  as  regards  the  payment  of 
rent  and  the  payment  of  poor  rates  and 
education  rates,  that  condition  is  such 
that  the  present  (roTemment  would  not 
be  justi6ed,  and  the  late  (loTemmeot 
would  not  hare  been  justified,  in  l<*aTing 
it  without  the  meet  serious  attention,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  tho  Reeolution  of 
Norembor,  1884,  and  the  state  of  the 
conscience  of  the  country  and  the  Par- 
liament which  that  Kesolution  implies. 
Rut  it  is  high  time  that  this  state  of 
thio^  should  stop.  It  is  high  time  that 
Parhament,  having  express^  so  strong 
an  opinion,  should  carry  that  opinion 
into  action.  The  words  of  Parliam<»nt 
should  always  bo  made  good,  and  if  I 
were  a  private  Scotch  Meml»or  I  should 
fet4  a  rt^aponsibility  in  this  matter ;  but 
as  Secretary  for  StH)tland  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  delay  any  longer — I  cannot  be  a 
part^,  I  should  say,  to  dolar  any  longer 
dealing  with  a  matter  which  we  are 
bound  to  deal  with  now,  not  only  for  the 
sake  of  the  crofters,  but  for  the  sake  of 
the  landlords,  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
local  adminiatration  of  this  country.  I 
hope  hon.  Members  will  realiae  to  them- 
selves that  we  have  come  to  a  very 
serious  stsge  of  the  question.  Up  to 
this  time  Parliament  has  been  express- 
ing sympathy  with  the  crofters  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  crofters,  on  their  part, 
have  been  led  to  the  belief  that  some- 
thing very  real  is  going  to  be  done  for 
them.  The  time  has  now  come  to  carry 
that  sympathy  into  action,  and  hon. 
Members  mtut  make  up  their  minds 
that  there  is  no  use  in  the  Government 
making  any  proposals  which  will  not 
effectually  deal  with  the  question.  I  can 
imagine  Parliament  saying  to  the 
crofters — *'  We  are  veiy  sorry  for  you ; 
we  consider  >ou  a  very  interesting  popu- 
lation ;  we  thought  you  had  been  ill- 
used  ;  we  promised  to  do  a  great  d^al 
for  you ;  but  whi-n  we  came  to  look  at 
the  question  practically  we  aaw  it  was  ao 
thorny  and  difficult  that  we  did  not  ven- 
ture t4>  attack  it  84>rioualy,  and  we  gave 
it  up  as  a  bad  job.**  That  would  b<*  one 
wav  of  grtting  out  of  otar  eoffsgements, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  good 
way  i  but  there  is  still  a  worse  way— that 
is,  for  us  to  propose  to  Parliament  to 
pass  a  Bill  which  profsasos  to  do  a  great 
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deal  for  the  crof ten,  but  which  the  Gk)- 
yemment  who  brought  it  in  and  the 
Parliament  who  passed  it  knew  quite 
well  did  not  deal  with  the  point  of  the 
situation.  What  is  the  point  of  the 
situation?  What  is  the  reason  that 
Parliament  is  interested  in  this  popula- 
tion ?  It  is  partly  from  respect  for  their 
character ;  it  is  partly  from  the  interest 
which  everyone  who  trayels  and  reads 
takes  in  them  and  the  country  in  which 
they  live ;  but  it  is,  above  all,  that  as  a 
population  they  suffer  from  a  wery  great 
grievance,  which  I  hope  is  not  irremedi* 
able.  That  grievance  is  that,  taking  the 
population  of  the  Highlands  as  a  whole, 
they  were  originally  a  population  under 
circumstances  entirely  different  from 
those  which  now  exist,  and  that  those 
circumstances  were  altered  by  no  fault 
of  theirs  for  the  benefit  of  others,  and 
that,  owing  to  that  alteration  of  circum- 
stances, they  are  now  in  a  yery  depressed 
and,  what  is  more  serious,  in  a  very 
hopeless  state.  If  we  take  the  High- 
lands as  they  were  when  this  population 
was  collected — and  I  am  not  going  into 
any  questions  of  facts — I  am  not  going 
into  any  questions  of  a  semi-literary 
character  which  are  so  much  debated — 
but  I  state  what  nobody  has  ever  denied, 
that  the  mountains,  whenever  there  was 
pasture,  were  grazed  by  sheep,  and  espe- 
cially by  the  black  cattle  that  formed  the 
wealth  and  sustenance  of  the  people. 
Those  cattle  are  now  elsewhere^-on  the 
Northumberland  moors,  which  are  not  a 
whit  more  fitted  for  grazing  cattle  than 
many  of  the  Scottish  hills,  where  they 
are  in  great  numbers.  They  thrive  well, 
and  Northumbrians  thrive  yery  well  by 
their  means.  But  in  the  Highlands 
there  are  2,000,000  of  acres  over  which, 
as  pasture,  cattle  used  to  graze,  but 
which  now  are  devoted  entirely  to  the 
artificial  maintenance  of  deer  in  a  wild 
condition.  Now,  that  is  one  cause,  and 
the  other  cause  is  the  consolidation  into 
large  sheep  farms  of  the  superior  class 
of  pastures  which  used  to  be  grazed 
over  by  mixed  aheep  and  cattle  of  the 
smaller  owners.  Tnese  small  owners 
have  been  crushed  into  a  comer,  and  are 
now  in  a  very  helplcRS  condition,  owing 
to  the  new  uses  to  which  the  grazing 
ground  of  the  Highlands  have  been  put. 
This  is  an  operation  which  has  put  a 
great,  and,  in  some  cases,  an  enormous 
increase  of  income  into  the  pookets  of 
the  proprietors,  and,  of  oooraei  of  the 


mass  of  the  population,  whom  I  am  sure 
no  people  feel  more  deeply  for  and  sym- 
pathize more  with  than  the  descendants 
of  some  of  those  very  proprietors  who  in 
their  day  so  greaily  benefited  by  the 
change.  The  period  during  which  the 
great  uprooting  of  the  crofters  took  place, 
and  especially  the  time  when  they  were 
deprived  of  their  pastures  wholesale, 
was  between  1780  and  1820.  That 
change  was  made  for  the  sake  of  sheep 
walks.  The  devoting  of  the  country  to 
deer  forests  came  later.  It  came  at 
a  time  when  tenants  could  be  found 
to  pay  for  turning  into  desert  those 
tracts  of  the  country,  on  account  of  the 
growth  of  the  enormous  wealth  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  But  of  late  years 
the  sheep  farms  are  not  so  profitable, 
and,  indeed,  in  many  cases  are  said  to 
be  of  no  profit  at  all,  partly  from  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  sheep  and  of  wool, 
which  may  be  called  a  fall  of  30  and  40 
per  cent  respectively,  partly  from  the 
extremely  complicated  system  of  the 
valuation  of  flocks,  which  renders  every 
successive  large  tenant  less  and  less  able 
to  take  over  the  flocks  of  his  predecessor, 
and  partly,  it  is  stated^and  this  is  an 
important  fact — from  the  belief  in  the 
deterioration  of  ground  on  which  sheep 
unmixed  with  cattle  have  grazed,  and 
especially  with  sheep  that  cannot  be 
wintered  on  these  low  grounds,  which 
the  crofters,  to  a  very  large  extent,  still 
occupy ;  and  now  the  deer  forests  are 
spreading  fast  at  the  expense  of  the 
sheepwalks,  and  also,  unfortunately,  at 
the  expense  of  the  poor  remains  of  the 
crofters'  holdings.  In  old  days  the  High- 
lands were  very  much,  in  a  humble  way, 
like  what  Switzerland  and  the  Tyrol  are 
now.  People  used  to  go  up  in  summer 
to  the  higher  lands — the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  at  all  events — and 
there  live  a  life  of  a  very  healthy  kind 
both  for  mind  and  body,  and  this  kind 
of  life  is  admirably  described  in  a 
pamphlet  entitled  7^  Cro/Ur  in  UUity^ 
published  lately  by  one  who  is  noto- 
riously as  little  likely  to  be  prejudiced 
against  the  present  state  of  things  in 
the  Highlands  as  any  man  who  lives.  I 
speak  of  Lord  Colin  Oampbell.  The 
utter  extinction  of  this  life  is  the  real 
grievance  of  the  Highlands,  and  side  by 
side  with  this  grievanoe  the  orolters  are 
conscious  of  this  fact — that  the  land 
which  they  still  hold  la  held  under  oon* 
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ditioiM  rMmbliaf ,  ool  IhoM  of  th«  Mtl 
of  tli«  blftod,  bot  reieinbltng  Tery  elotelj 
tho«*  which  obtjuned  apeetal  legtalation 
in  Ir^lftad.  Th«ir  little  holdiagt  are  not 
liki«  the  reet  of  the  holdinf^  in  KngUnd 
and  Hc(vtland ;  thoy  are  not  equipped  hy 
the  landlord  with  all  that  maktw  them 
tit  for  habttatioa  and  for  cultivation. 
The  improrements  in  their  holding*  and 
in  thotr  houM«e  are  made  by  the  crofters 
theofelTee ;  and  there  i%  nothing  but  a 
(M«nee  of  dnty  and  hononr,  which  is  Tcry 
widMy  preralent  there — as  among  land- 
lords. I  beliere,  in  all  parts  of  this 
Islaad— there  is  nothing  except  the 
sense  of  duty  or  honour  which  can  pre* 
Yf>nt  a  landlord  from  getting  rid  of  a 
croftar  by  raising  his  rent  to  an  impos- 
•tbie  sum,  or  simply  by  evicting  him» 
and  so  depriTtng  him  of  all  the  money 
and  all  the  labour  he  has  put  into  the 
land.  But  though  the  great  majority  ef 
landlords  have  bohaTMl  admirably  of 
Iste  years,  there  are  very  serious  cases 
of  landlords  who  have  raised  their  rents 
to  an  enormous  extent — in  one  csm,  it 
i«  beliered,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
the  estate  for  a  higher  purchase  Tslue^ 
and  there  are  other  cases  in  which 
c-roflers  have  been  turned  out  neck  and 
crop  in  considerable  numbers  to  please 
certain  tenants  of  the  deer  forests — not 
purchasers  of  deer  forests,  but  tenants 
who  could  not  bt*  satisfied  without  in- 
finitely more  land  than  any  man  can 
reasonably  want  for  use.  Therefore  it 
was  that  the  pree<»nt  Lord  Advocate  in- 
troduced, last  year,  a  Bill,  and  admi- 
rably and  fully  explained  it,  which  pro- 
posed to  give  the  crofters  fizi^  of  tenure 
and  ths  means  of  obtaining  a  fair  rent. 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  repeat^ if  I  tried 
it  I  should  only  spoil  it — the  Lord  Advo- 
cate's argument.  It  appeared  to  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  House.  No  one 
Member  of  the  House,  as  I  read  //saMritf. 
complained  of  the  provisions  of  his  Bill, 
except  that  there  was  a  certain  amount 
of  complaint  of  their  doficiencies.  We 
now  propose  to  renew  thoee  provision^ 
and  to  renew  the  proposal  of  giving  the 
rrefter  eompensataoa  for  permanent  im- 
provenents,  sueh  as  dwel I inic- houses, 
fam*offlcsa,  subsoil  and  drains,  walU 
and  fences,  deep  trenching,  and  dearing 
the  ground  in  case  of  removal.  Wo 
have  fenced  this  by  stating  that  these 
iaprowmeats  must  be  suitable  to  the 
holding ;  but  likewise  the  danoer  to  the 
Isadlocd  ia  fsttosd  round  by  the  nature 


of  the  case,  becaase  there  is  no  ehaaoe 
of  the  crofter  making  those  sort  of  build- 
iogs  that  are  extremely  expensive,  either 
for  the  purpose  of  amenity  or  specula- 
tion,  which  the  landlords  are  naturally 
very  much  alarme<l  lent  an  enterprising 
tenant  should  mako  and  throw  on  their 
hands.  These  provisions  we  once  more 
recommend  to  the  House,  and  we  pco- 
pose  they  should  be  applied  to  the  same 
area  and  the  same  population  as  we  pro* 
posed  before.  We  uo  not  porpoe**  to 
give,  any  more  than  last  year,  the  right 
of  free  sale,  and  for  this  reason — that, 
as  far  as  this  Bill  is  concerned,  from  the 
first  line  to  the  last,  we  do  not  wish  to 

E've  the  crofter  aojrthing  which  he  and 
s  ancestors  had  not,  and  undoubtedly 
had  not,  in  old  days.  The  crofter,  un- 
like  the  Irish  tenant,  never  had  by  law 
or  custom  this  power  of  selling  his 
croft ;  and  we  regard  it  not  for  the  pre- 
sent,  still  less  for  the  future,  advantage 
either  of  him  or  the  district  in  which  he 
lives  that  he  should  have  it  now.  But 
fair  rents  and  fixity  of  tenure  by  them* 
selves  will  go  a  very  long  way  towards 
meeting  the  claim  of  the  crofters  as  re- 
cognised by  Parliament.  ^Vhen  Parlia* 
meat  passed  a  Resolution  in  favour  of 
remedial  measures,  the  Beeolution,  aa 
far  as  I  read  it  to  the  House,  specially 
and  pointedly  referred  to  the  Beport  of 
the  Koyal  rommissioo,  and  the  whole 
gist  of  the  Beport  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion lies  in  the  recommendation  that  the 
crofter  shall  have  aa  extension  of  land. 
We  sent  out,  at  great  expense  to  the 
country  and  at  great  inconvenience  and 
sacrifice  to  theinselvea,  a  CTommission  of 
experienced  and  reeponsible  gentlemen 
meet  representative  of  all  interests — we 
sent  them  to  the  Highlands,  and,  of 
course,  we  may  treat  their  Report  as 
waste  peper ;  but  if  we  do  not  treat  it 
thus  we  must  find  out  some  means  to 
carry  into  practice  its  most  vital  recom- 
mendations. These  recommendations 
are,  first,  that  the  holding  of  the  crofter 
should  in  no  case  further  be  arbitrarily 
diminished ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that, 
under  certain  conditions,  the  holding 
should  be  considerably  and  compulsorily 
increased,  and  the  method  of  that  in* 
crease  is  very  carefully  and  minutely 
pointed  out.  I  will  trouble  the  Hou«e 
to  listen  to  a  f«w  passages  from  the 
Report  of  the  Commission,  which  I  shall 
oondensa  as  Car  as  possible.  These  are 
the  important  recommandations — 
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"  The  oconptert  in  ftn  existinff  townihip  thoold 
have  the  right  to  claim  from  the  proprietor  an 
enlargement  of  the  existing  townships  in  re- 
gard  to  arable  land  and  common  pasture  in 
Tirtae  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  not  leas  than 
two-thirds  of  the  occupiers,  and  to  record  their 
claim  with  the  Sheriff  Clerk  of  the  county  in 
which  the  township  is  situated. 

"  In  case  the  proprietor  should  not,  within 
the  period  of  one  year  from  the  presentation  of 
the  claim,  oome  to  a  voluntary  settlement  with 
the  occupiers  claiming  enlargement,  the  Sheriff 
Substitute  should  investigate  the  grounds  of  the 
claim  ;  and  if  he  finds  it  to  be  well  founded,  he 
•hall  record  the  township  as  an  over-orowded 
township,  and  the  claim  as  a  reasonable  claim. 

**  In  this  case  the  proprietor  should  be  held 
liable  to  grant  to  the  existing  township  an  in- 
crease of  arable  ground,  or  hiU  pasture,  or  both, 
subject  to  the  following  conditions :  — 

"The  enlargement  should  only  be  claimed 
from  lands  contiguous  to  the  existing  town* 
ships,  or  contiguous  to  another  township,  or 
other  townships  contiguous  to  the  first,  which 
shall  combine  to  make  the  claim  for  the  benefit 
of  all.  The  land  claimed  shall  be  in  the  occu- 
pancy either  of  the  proprietor  or  his  tenant. 

"  No  holding  should  oe  subject  to  diminution 
for  enlargement  of  a  township  unless  it  exceeds 
a  certain  stipulated  amount  in  annual  agricul- 
tural value — say  £100 — without  the  voluntary 
assent  of  Uie  proprietor.  The  aggregate  value 
of  the  land  assigned  for  the  enlargement  of  a 
towndiip  or  toiniships  should  not  amount  to 
more  than  one-third  of  the  annual  agricultural 
vidue  of  the  holding  from  which  it  is  taken 
wheo  the  annual  value  of  the  diminished  hold- 
ing is  below  £160 ;  to  more  than  one-half  when 
the  annual  value  is  above  £160,  and  below 
£300 ;  and  to  more  than  two-thirds  when  the 
annual  value  of'  the  holding  is  above  £300, 
without  the  voluntary  assent  of  the  proprietor.*' 

Then  this  is  most  important — 

'*Tbe  enlargement  awarded  to  an  existing 
township  shall  not  be  used  for  the  creation  of  a 
greater  number  of  holdings  than  existed  in  the 
township  previously,  but  only  for  the  develop- 
ment, inprovement,  and  tnmsfer  of  existing 
holdings.  ' 

Then  they  go  on  to  say — 

"  In  no  case  should  the  claim  of  the  existing 
townships  to  enlargement  extend  to  the  acqui- 
•ition  of  more  land  than  would  be  sufficient  to 
raise  the  average  annual  value  of  holdings  in 
the  townships  to  a  specified  sum— say  £16 — 
without  the  voluntary  assent  of  the  proprietor. 

*'  The  claims  of  an  existing  township  to  an 
enlargement  of  area  should  not  be  alio  wea  unless 
satisfactory  proof  be  adduced  before  the  Sheriff 
that  the  occupiers  of  the  townships  oonoemed 
are  able  to  use  the  additional  area  of  arable 
ground  profitably,  and  can  stock  the  additional 
area  of  hill  pasture. 

**  The  rent  of  arable  ground,  and  of  common 
pasture  assigned  to  an  existing  township  by  way 
of  enlargement,  should  be  paid  by  valuation, 
one  valuer  being  nominated  by  the  proprietor, 
and  the  other  by  the  township,  reserving  to  Uie 
Sheriff  the  power  to  nominate  an  oversman  whan 
the  valuers  fail  to  agree." 


The  last  essential  recommendation  ia 
that  in  assigning  land  for  the  enlarge* 
ment  of  an  existing  township  there 
should  be  no  infraction  of  an  existing 
contract  or  lease  without  the  free  assent 
of  the  parties  concerned ;  but  in  future 
such  contracts  or  leases  should  be  framed 
subject  to  the  statutory  claims  of  town- 
ships. The  Commission  then  goes  on 
to  arRue  that,  economically  as  well  as 
socially,  this  would  be  to  the  advantage — 
very  slightly  indeed  in  any  case  to  the  pe- 
cuniary disadvantage — of  the  landlords, 
and  ends  by  saying  that  in  most  cases — 

*'  Our  proposal,  translated  into  praotioe,  would 
simply  mean  a  moderate  restoration  of  the  hill 
pasture  which  the  grandfathers  of  the  existing 
hamlet  enjoyed  60  years  ago.'* 

Now,  this  is  the  idea  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission, and  the  manner  in  which  the 
practical  recognition  should  be  made  of 
the  right  which  the  crofters  once  en- 
joyed. If  the  Commission  had  pre- 
pared such  a  measure  as  this  with  re- 
gard to  extensive  common  grazing 
grounds  for  the  Lothians,  or  lor  the 
Eastern  Counties  of  England,  it  wonld 
have  been  a  restitution  in  no  sense,  as 
they  call  it ;  it  would  have  been  an  ex- 
propriation,  pure  and  simple,  in  the  case 
of  these  common  grazing  grounds ;  but, 
as  applied  to  the  parishes  of  the  High- 
land!s  of  Scotland,  these  parishes  were, 
to  use  the  words  of  this  Bill — 

'*  There  are  at  the  eommeoeement  of  this  Aol, 
or  have  been  within  80  years  prior  thereto, 
holdings  consisting  of  arable  land,  held  with 
the  right  of  pasturage  in  common  with  others.*' 

The  proposal  of  the  Commissioners  is,  if 
ever  there  was  one,  based  on,  and  limited 
to,  the  special  and  local  circumstances  of 
the  districts  to  which  this  Bill  is  intended 
to  apply.  Well,  Sir,  this  proposal  has 
been  before  the  world  for  two  years,  and 
there  is  no  sign  of  any  great  body  of 
public  opinion  against  it.  Everybody — 
almost  everyboify — seems  to  agree  that 
the  crofters  should  have  more  land ;  but 
how  is  it  to  be  carried  out  ?  The  best 
mode  of  all  would  be  by  agreement  be- 
tween  the  landlord  and  the  tenant,  and 
that  has  been  pointed  to  by  the  meeting 
of  landlords,  to  which  such  frequoni 
reference  has  been  made ;  but,  in  order 
to  bring  this  about  in  the  case  of  all 
landlords,  good  and  bad,  there  must  be 
in  the  background  some  oompulsion  on 
the  part  of  the  State,  and  the  real  test 
of  the  virtue  of  a  compulsory  Bill  is  the 
extent  to  which  it  enoooragea  and  leads 
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to  Tolantary  agreomonto.  Now,  as  ro* 
l^rda  such  eompulsioo,  the  first  method 
that  oeoars  to  people  who  have  touched 
this  qtt«»«tii)D  is  that  of  compulsory  sale 
to  the  State,  which  the/  shall  proceod 
to  lei  to  the  crofter ;  and  the  noxt  is 
compulsory  sale  to  the  crofter,  who 
should  borrow  mooej  from  the  State, 
whtch  ho  is  to  repay  bT  instalmeots. 
But  I  am  bouod  to  say  thai  I,  for  one, 
do  oot  feel  justified  in  calling  upon  the 
general  taxpayt^r  to  pay  money  or  to 
yt«k  his  credit  for  tho  sake  of  a  High- 
land population  any  more  than  for  any 
other  section  of  the  population  of  any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  pro- 
c^*dtng«  which  have  placed  the  Highland 
crofter  in  his  pri'sont  pofliiton  are  not  tho 
work  of  the  Ststo.  ['*  Hear,  h<»ar!** 
«a^  '*  Ob !  *'  j  1  do  not  agree  with  hon. 
Members  who  cry  out.  They  were  not 
d'me  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sute.  The 
Mate  may  or  may  not  have  done  wrong 
in  permitting  them,  but  thov  were  in- 
iliTidual  acts  done  for  indiTidual  profit. 
It  would  bo  just  as  hard  to  tax  the 
laboorsr  of  Warwickshire  in  order  to 

five  common  graxtn^  to  the  cntfter  of 
nrernees-shire,  as  it  would  bo  to  tax 
the  croft<*r  of  InTemees-fthire  to  estab- 
lish compulsory  allotments  for  the  la- 
bourer of  Warwickshire.  Then  we 
cume  to  another  matter  which  has  been 
brought  into  a  feasible  and  intelligible 
shape  by  the  labours  of  the  noble  hint- 
<)tiese  tho  Hembor  for  SutherlamUhire 

the  Mar^iuees  of  Statr«»rd.  and  my  hon. 
Khond  the  Member  f»r  Abt^rdconshiro 

I>r.  Fartjuharson).  The  noble  L^ird 
proposes  to  give  t  >  the  litjcal  Authority 
the  power  of  expropriating  pieces  of 
land  which,  in  their  judgment,  it  may 
be  of  advantage  to  add  to  the  hold- 
ings of  the  crofters,  and  to  make  ad- 
Taaeea  to  the  crofters  for  the  purpoee  of 
buying  out  the  landlord  or  compelling 
him  to  soil  from  monoys  raised  on  tho 
eecttrity  uf  the  rat«««.  That  i»  a  Tory 
iaade(|uate  doacription  of  the  ISill  of  tho 
noble  Marquees,  which  is  as  carefully 
and  ably  elaborated  as  it  i«  inspired  by  a 
groat,  humane,  and  broad  spirit.  It  is 
v««ry  unfair  to  criticise  the  measure 
which  the  noble  Marquess  has  not  tho 
(^pp^ittttnity  of  explaining  and  d«*f«'nding, 
•«»  I  will  say  nt»thing  whater«*r  al>«>ut 
thst  BUI  oxcfj>t  in  its  praise,  and  I  will 
state  to  the  House,  as  a  general  argu* 
m««t,  why  we  do  not  propose  to  call  on 
the  Local  Authority,  at  any  rata,  at  pta* 


sent.  Tho  existing  Local  Authoritiea 
in  the  North  of  StMtland  seem  to  ua 
entirely  unsuiied  for  the  purpose,  and 
tho  liocsl  Authority  of  the  future  is  still 
in  the  future,  while  the  needs  and  the 
claims  of  tho  crofters  are  in  the  present, 
and  tho  Kosolution  of  Parliament  by 
which  wo  are  bound  is  already  18 
months  old  The  existing  Local  Autho- 
rities are  the  Commissioners  of  Supply, 
the  Parochial  Boards,  and  the  School 
Boards.  They  are  all  Ik>dios constituted 
for  special  purposi*s,  with  funds  appro- 
priated to  sp4«cial  purpos^^s  and  tho* 
roughly  unfitted  for  the  duties  which 
important  and  ontensive  land  operations 
entail.  The  Tommissioners  of  Supply, 
who  are  the  nearest  approach  to  a  Local 
Authority  fur  goneral  purposes,  are  in 
the  Highlands,  roughly  speaking,  all 
landlords,  and  they  deal  witn  the  assess- 
ment which  is  raisiKl  from  landlorda 
alone ;  and  to  ask  them  to  pay  for  the 
carrying  out  of  these  operations,  and  to 
suporintond  the  carrying  out  of  theaa 
operations,  would  be  a  proposal  tho 
refutation  of  which  does  not  require 
serious  argument.  The  nature  of  the 
Body  that  will  replace  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Supply  is  still,  as  I  say,  hidden 
in  the  future ;  evwy  hon.  Member  of  tho 
House  knows  quite  as  much  as  I  do  as  to 
what  it  will  ultimately  be.  In  order  to 
deal  with  this  qu4*stii>n  we  cannot  wait 
for  tho  rofi>rm  of  I»cal  UoTomment, 
and  wo  are  not  prepared  to  rely  on  the 
existing  LksI  Authorities,  nor  are  wo 
prepared  to  burden  the  ratios,  or  tho 
credit  of  the  rates,  with  the  financial 
operations  of  a  system  of  compulsory 
purchase.  Whatever  may  be  aone  in 
other  districts,  wo  cannot  take  that 
course  here.  These  Highland  pariahea 
hare  in  many  eases  a  very  low  valuation 
per  head  indited.  The  rates  are  paid 
with  extreme  dtlKculty,  with  a  difficulty 
which  oicites  grave  anxiety  in  the  Board 
of  Supervision  and  in  tho  Kducation 
I  department  at  Dorer  House.  Now, 
there  are  Highland  parishes  in  which 
the  valuation  {ler  head  is  16«.  4i.» 
H«.  24.,  I9«.  4^.,  £1  9s.,  and  £1  10«. 
In  Skye  tho  avorage  valuation  is,  I  sup* 
poso,  about  6U«.«  and  meanwhile  tho 
ratof  in  two  ivnrishes  in  th(*M»  parts 
uunt,  in  one  ca*te,  to  6«.  7^.  in  the 
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pound,  and  in  the  other  to  9$.  44.  in  tho 
pound.  Well,  in  four  Lowland  rural 
parishea  which  I  Uko  at  mere  hasard,  I 
tuid  tho  valuation  per  head  is  raepeetivoly 

2  U 


1315  Crefier%  {Scotland)  {COMMONS} 


{yb.  2)  Bm. 


1316 


£11,  £9,  £14  and  £10,  and,  obvioaalj, 
an  operation  which  can  be  discussed 
with  regard  to  such  rich  parishes  as 
these  is  beyond  all  discussion  when  we 
come  to  the  poor  parishes  in  the  High- 
lands. There  is  no  middle  class,  there 
is  no  general  public  there.  The  rates 
fall,  either  upon  the  landlord  who  is  to 
be  bought  out,  or  upon  the  crofter  for 
whose  benefit  the  landlord  is  to  be 
bought  out,  or  upon  other  crofters  who 
are  more  luckj  than  their  fellows.  We 
cannot  ask  Parliament  to  still  further 
burden  these  overburdened  and  not  very 
highly-organized  districts  with  a  finan- 
cial operation  which  it  is  quite  beyond 
their  power  to  deal  with.  Now,  one 
course,  and  one  only,  remains,  and  that  is 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commission  in  the  manner  in  which, 
after  reading  and  re-reading  the  Beport 
with  all  the  attention  I  can  give,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  writer  of  those  para- 
graphs must  have  had  in  mind.  Those 
paragraphs  point  to  compulsion,  and 
they  point  to  leasing;  and,  after  think- 
ing the  matter  over  and  over  again, 
we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
under  strict  conditions,  and  within  strict 
limitations,  compulsory  leasing  will 
alone  meet  the  case  of  the  crofters  and 
settle  the  question  in  a  manner  that 
can  be  oalied  a  settlement.  This  is  a 
Bill,  as  I  said;  founded  strictly  on  the 
historical  and  local  circumstances  of  a 
very  peculiar  district.  We  do  not  want 
to  make  the  crofter  a  possessor  or 
landed  proprietor.  He  and  his  ancestors 
never  have  been  landed  proprietors  or 
possessors  ;  but  they  claim  the  right  of 
grazing  a  certain  number  of  sheep  and 
cattle  on  the  higher  pastures  on  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  rent.  Without  that 
right  neither  he  nor  they  could  live, 
and  we  propose  to  put  the  genuine 
orofter,  with  a  genuine  holding,  in  pos- 
session of  that  right.  The  operation  of 
the  Bill  is  strictly  confined  to  those 
parishes  where  that  right  existed  within 
the  lifetime  of  persons  many  of  whom 
are  still  alive.  In  those  parishes  it 
shall  be  competent  for  an  authority  which 
I  shall  desoribe,  to  accept  the  application 
of  a  certain  number  of  crofters  who  can- 
not obtain  the  right  of  grazing  by 
agreement  with  their  landlord,  and  ar- 
range with  them  a  right  of  common 
grazing  on  the  payment  of  an  adequate 
rent.  Wo  surround  this  operation  with 
all  the  safegoards  pioposeabythe  Com* 
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mission,  by  which  the  interests  of  the 
landlord  and  others  are  guarded,  and 
the  benefit  of  the  crofter  is  strictly 
limited.  I  do  not  propose  to  repeat 
those  safeguaids  to  a  House  which  has 
listened  lo  me  with  such  kind  attention. 
I  will  simply  ask  the  House  to  call  them 
back  by  an  efibrt  of  memory ;  but  they 
are  all  inserted  in  the  Bill.  We  pro- 
pose, however,  to  apply  one  very  im- 
portant safeguard  and  limitation  besides 
those  applied  by  the  Commissioners. 
The  Commissioners  proposed  to  apply 
compulsory  powers  to  arable  land  ;  but 
we  stop  before  that  point.  We  propose 
to  leave  the  crofter's  potatoes,  barley, 
and  oats  just  where  they  are  now,  unless 
the  landlord  voluntarily  enlarges  his 
arable  holding.  Diminutions  of  sepa- 
rate crofts  have  undoubtedly  occurred 
in  too  many  instances ;  but  the  ^stem 
has  not  been  general  and  what  I  may 
call  wholesale,  like  the  deprivation  of 
the  grazing  rights.  Those  grazing  rights 
we  feel  bound  to  do  our  best  to  re-estab- 
lish, and  that  is  as  far  as  we  feel  justified 
in  going.  Well,  Sir,  what  are  the  au- 
thorities to  whom  these  complicated  and 
extremely  onerous  arrangements  will  be 
committed  ?  In  their  Bill  of  last  year, 
the  Oovomment  placed  the  fixing  of  rent 
and  the  ascertaining  of  tenure  in  the 
hands  of  valuers.  The  noble  Marquess 
the  Member  for  SutherUndshire  (the 
Marquess  of  Stafford)  proposes  a  Land 
Court  which,  roughly  speaking,  is,  he  will 
allow  me  to  say,  nothing  more  or  less 
than  the  Sheriff.  The  Qovemment  is  of 
opinion  that  the  important  administra* 
tive  and  executive  powers  which  are 
created  by  this  Bill  could  not  be  in- 
trusted to  a  judicial  officer  appointed  for 
general  judicial  purposes;  and,  indeed, 
highly  as  I  rate  the  public  spirit  and 
industry  of  the  Scottish  Sheriffs,  some 
of  whom  I  am  proud  to  know  intimately, 
I  doubt  if  they  would  or  could  be  ex- 
pected to  undertake  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  Bill  in  addition  to  their  present 
duties.  The  mere  number  of  the  eases 
relating  to  tenure  and  rent  would  be 
great.  In  Ireland  there  are  500,000 
tenants,  and  125,000  fair  rents  have 
already  been  fixed,  and  there  have  been 
85,000  agreements  out  of  Court.  In  the 
Highland  district  to  which  this  Bill  re- 
fers there  are  about  40,000  holdings, 
and  I  should  think  that  of  these  about 
25,000  are  hold  by  crofters  who  would 
come  under  this  Bill,     On  the  Irish 
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ttuUogy  it  u  probable  thmt  6,000  fair 
rrato  would  haYo  to  be  fixed,  and  that 
would  be  far  too  tarf^e  to  lay  upon  the 
Bheritfi .  Now,  we  propoie  to  inttitato 
a  (/ommiMioa  of  thn«e  members  who 
may  Mt  teparatolT.  thereby  avoiding  the 
ffreat«»«t  practical  inconvenience  of  tho 
Irt«h  Courte.  The  (^ommtMionors  would 
call  in  Taluere  aa  ae8eflN>rfi,  in  order  to 
IttTe  them  the  advantage  of  local  know> 
led|r«* ;  but  theee  Taluere  would  not 
have  a  voice  in  the  do<  iniont.  We  have 
an  eameet  hope  that,  with  no  fair  a  tri- 
bunal in  proepoct,  the  landlords  and 
teaante  may  in  a  great  number  of  in- 
•taoeee  oome  to  an  agreement  which  will 
be  eattafactory  to  both  partiee  without 
going  before  the  OommiMion,  and  the 
5th  clauM  of  our  Bill  will  give  every 
facility  for  this  spontan<«ous  operation. 
We  propose  to  appoint  this  authority 
for  a  limited  time ;  and  when  the  liocal 
Authority  is  set  up  it  will  be  well  to 
consider  whether  the  administrative 
duties  should  be  transferred  to  it ;  but 
it  is  quite  obvious  that  the  fixing  of  rents 
eannot  possibly  be  intrusted  to  an  elective 
body,  however  constituted.  I  have  care- 
fullv  studi«M|  the  speoches  which  were 
made  in  the  last  Parliament  by  tho  hon. 
Member  for  the  (\illege  l>i vision  of 
Glasgow  (Dr.  (^aroeron^  and  the  other 
Memoers  who  took  exception  to  what 
thfy  thought  the  defects  of  the  Bill  of 
last  year.  There  was  complaint  that  no 
means  had  been  taken  to  put  a  st«»p  to 
the  arbitrary  extension  of  d<H»r  fon^nts 
at  the  exp4>n«e  of  what  remains  of  the 
crofters*  grating  icrounds.  Now,  the 
best  guarantee  against  that  in  most  cases 
is  the  kindly  and  g«*n<*rous  character  of 
many— certainly  of  all  thoso  owners  or 
oecnpiera  of  deer  forests  with  whom  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  acquainted,  who 
have  spent  enormous  sums  of  mimey  for 
the  benetit  of  the  population  by  whom 
they  are  surmundrd.  But  all  the  >n- 
ants  and  own««rs  of  forests  are  not 
of  the  same  charart4*r ;  and  in  S'tfiio 
cases,  undottbt«Hlly,  thi*re  have  Ix^eo 
Tery  grave  and  cruel  enrrk>achments. 
But  anyone  who  has  followed  my  expla- 
aatioa  will  allow  that  in  this  Bill  no 
euch  provision  is  ner#>fl«ary.  When  an 
•tfevtive  tribunal  exi^s  which  is  to  give 
eompensation  for  rights  tak«*n  away  in 
old  days.  I  think  w««  shall  have  heard 
the  last  of  those  **pct  lamb*'  eases 
vhieb  have  been  the  scandal  of  the 
Bif  hJaada  of  lata  yaaia.    Hot,  aadottbi' 


!  edly,  the  present  condition  of  theea 
forests,  which  are  in  rome  cases  the 
greatest  abuse  that  ever  was  perpetrated 
under  the  name  of  authority  or  taw,  has 
largely  necessitated  the  b«gi«ilation  which 
I  we  now  have  before  us.  1  siieak  as  a 
sportsman — not  a  verr  skilful  one,  p4*r* 
haps,  but  certainly  as  keen  a  one  as  any 
I  man  in  the  House  of  my  yeara— and  I 
j  am  bound  to  say  that  the  selfish  absorp* 
I  tion  by  one  man  of  all  the  pleasure,  all 
the  happin^M,  all  th«»  advantage  which 
'  is  to  be  got  out  of  sown  de<»r  forewts, 
covering  a  space  of  at  Icnst  135,000 
acres— and  I  think  I  have  understated 
the  fact — with  all  the  degradation  and 
humiliation  of  his  small  neighbours,  and 
tho  humiliation  of  the  servants  whom  he 
employs — and  I  am  speaking  of  a  par* 
ticular  man  —  excites  in  me  feelings 
which  I  certainly  very  much  prefer  not 
to  express  in  words,  but  to  embody  in 
the  proposals  of  legislation  which  I  now 
lay  Defore  the  House.  It  is  not  as  if  I 
was  asking  the  House  to  set  up  an  ideal 
state  of  society.  Those  who  nave  seen 
the  village  of  (larth,  in  <  lien  Lyon,  which 
is  the  property  of  an  hon.  Member  of 
this  House,  and  which  is  tho  old  High- 
land state  of  stKioty,  with  the  hillside 
above,  the  valley  of  gn^en  land  below, 
with  not  a  stone  hxise  upon  it,  and  the 
cattle  and  sheep  graxing  up  to  the 
sky-line  as  far  as  they  can  be  seon 
from  the  hoMiDgs,  and  above  those 
holdings  a  ground  where  you  can 
sh'Kit  20  braro  of  grouse  a-day  ss  a 
minimum,  following  them  with  dogs 
— those  who  have  s«.H«n  this  may  justly 
compare  it  with  the  most  beautiful  ob- 
jects that  one  S4m>^  in  the  valleys  of  tho 
Oberland  in  Hwitcerland.  And  if  they 
compared  this  sc<*oe  with  thos4»  vast 
tracts  in  Inverne«s-i»hire  and  Koss-shire, 
with  its  pitpulation  of  hired  gillies,  on 
which  no  touriKt,  no  shephcnl,  no  Hi*- 
rt*nuo  officer,  can  set  fwt,  they  might 
w<»ll  ask  whether  l<>(n station  r<im«'«  one 
hour  it\o  s(Kin  to  save  the  ino«t  lM>autirul 
part  of  our  Highlands  fn>m  d<«e4»lati<in 
and  demoralixatmn.  With  rcf^ard  to 
the  interest  of  the  landlord  I  winh  to  imiv 
one  word.  One  great  cause  of  the  fsilnre 
of  the  sheep  walks  is  that  it  is  almost 
im|io9Aible  sati«fsct«>rily  to  grsxe  the 
land  in  summer  unlene  vou  have  ths 
winterine  below.  Well,  that  wintering 
below  beionga  to  a  very  great  extent  to 
tbe  croftora  already,  and  evidentlv  can* 
DOl  BOW  ba  taken  from  thami  and  land* 

8  u  a 
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lords  are  beguming  to  Bee  that  it  ie  for 
their  interest  that  the  same  people  who 
haTO  the  wintering  below  ehould  have  the 
eummer  pastures  above.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess the  Member  for  Sutherlandshire 
(the  Marquess  of  Stafford)  mentions  the 
rating  of  deer  forests  and  grouse  grounds 
in  the  hands  of  owners,  and  he  likewise 
proposes  to  make  deer  ground  game, 
BO  that  the  crofter  may  shoot  them  when 
he  finds  them  on  his  arable  land.  I  do 
not  want  to  argue  those  questions  now. 
We  have  not  introduced  them  into  our 
Billy  because  we  wish  to  make  our  Bill 
strictly  applicable  only  to  the  crofter 
parishes,  and  not  to  introduce  into  it  any 
measure  of  general  application.  And 
now  I  should  like  to  say  one  word  as  to 
the  other  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and  as  to  the  way  in  which 
they  have  been  met  both  by  the  late 
Government  and  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment. In  those  districts  to  which  the 
population,  from  no  fault  of  theirs,  have 
Deen  pushed,  it  is  by  fishing,  and  by 
fishing  alone,  that  the  best  friends  of 
the  Highlander  know  that  he  can  be 
made  a  man  of,  and  to  make  fishing  pro- 
fitable an  improvement  of  eommuni- 
cation,  postal  and  telegraphic,  is  quite 
essential.     The  Commissioners  say — 

*'  The  defects  of  the  mail  senrice  ere  meet 
apparent  in  North  Uiit,  Beabecula,  South  Uiit, 
and  Barxa." 

In  order  to  remedy  some  of  these  defeots, 
the  following  arrangements  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Postmaster  General 
as  from  the   1st  of  March : — A  mail 

Sioket  service  will  be  established  from 
ban  to  Coll,  Tiree,  Lochboisdale,  and 
Castlebay ;  the  packet  will  make  three 
trips  a-week,  and  will  leave  Oban  at 
1.16  p.m.  (after  the  arrival  of  the  Lon- 
don night  mail),  from  May  15th  to 
August  3 1st,  and  at  7.80  a.m.  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year.  Should  the 
Oompanv  for  trading  purposes  hereafter 
extend  the  voyages  of  the  packet  to  Loch* 
maddy,  the  Department  will  have  the 
right  of  forwarding  mails  to  and  from 
that  port.  In  regud  to  telegraphic  ex- 
tension, theCommiBsioners  reeommended 
that  a  wire  should  be  carried  at  once  to 
Castlebay,  Sutherland,  Lewis,  Shetland, 
and  South  Ronaldshay,  in  Orkney.  Since 
this  recommendation  telegraphic  com- 
munication has  been  extended  to  Castle- 
bay, Barra ;  St.  Mary's,  Barra ;  St.  Mar* 
garet's  Hope,  Orkney;  Beaywiok  and 
Yaila  Sonnd,  Shetlana.   As  it  is  impos- 


siUe  to  obtain  the  ordinary  guarantees 
from  these  poor  localities,  the  Treasury 
give  a  speoial  grant  in  aid  of  £500  for  a 
period  of  two  or  three  years,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Post  Office  to  complete 
this  important  and  necessary  work,  in 
addition  to  the  aunual  sum  of  £1,000 
provided  in  the  Fishery  Board  Etiti- 
mates  out  of  the  surplus  herring  brand 
fees.  In  illustration  of  the  usefulness 
of  this  telegraphic  communication,  the 
Fishery  Board  mentioned  in  their  last 
Heport  that  the  fishermen  of  the  South 
Isles,  where  no  fishing  was  going  on, 
got  information  by  telegram  that  her- 
rings had  appeared  in  the  North  Isles, 
and,  proceeding  there,  landed  in  one 
week  £1,800  worth  of  fish.  Without 
the  telegraph  this  fish  would  not  have 
been  got.  Likewise,  for  the  purposes  of 
scientific  investigation  by  the  f^isheiy 
Board,  the  Treasury  have  given  during 
the  last  two  years  the  sum  of  £1,500 ; 
and  this  year  they  have  given  £2,000, 
to  include  experiments  as  to  beam  trawl- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  the  fishermen. 
Now,  there  is  one  form  of  asaistanoe  to 
a  fisherman  which  is  preferable  to  any 
other,  and  when  we  are  in  Committee 
we  shall  be  ready  to  consider  it  care- 
fully. Evei^ono  who  has  been  con- 
nected with  Scotland,  knows  that  there 
are  many  ways  in  which  public  money 
mav  be  given  and  lent,  which  brings 
no  benefit  either  to  him  who  gives  or  to 
him  who  receives.  I  learned  very  much 
in  Ireland;  and  the  pleasantest  lesson 
which  I  learned  was  that  the  small  loans 
to  the  honest  and  experienced  fishermen 
are  better  paid  than  any  other  of  any 
sort  or  kind,  and  do  more  good  to  those 
to  whom  they  are  lent.  While  I  was 
there  I  was  able,  with  the  assistanee  of 
the  Irish  Members,  and  especially  of  one 
hon.  Member  whom  I  am  glad  to  see 
back  in  the  last  day  or  two — the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Oarlow  (Mr. 
Blake) — to  put  those  funds  in  a  more 
accessible  shape.  The  Irish  Beproduc- 
tive  Loan  Fund  and  the  Sea  Fineries 
Fund  served  between  them  all  the  mari- 
time counties  of  Ireland,  with  a  capital 
of  not  more  than  £70,000  or  £80,000. 
The  money  is  lent  on  short  terms 
for  the  purchase  of  good  boats  and 
the  equipment  of  nets.  The  amount  of 
good  done  is  enormous,  and  the  arrears 
outstanding  are  quite  insignifioant.  If 
the  fishermen  of  the  Western  lales  and 
Coast  bad  aocess  to  auoh  a  fond,  they 
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vtaild  not  •^  th«  fifh  taken  before  their 
T^ry  ejM  by  people  from  a  distance. 
I  fthould  have  liked  to  hare  topportM 
my  oLtenratione  with  a  ttatemc^nt  of 
vhat  has  been  done  bj  tho  attentive 
aufi  juditiouA  bonevolenco  of  Sir  Hofp- 
i)«ld  and  I^dj  Cathcait  in  the  Ilifi^h* 
land^^in  which  they  own  proportj,  which 
ia  a  mont  remarkable  proof  of  the 
onormotu  benefit  which  judiciouftlj-dis- 
|m>mk1  loans  will  do  to  bold»  on  tor- 
pricing  and  induttrious  fiaherm  en.  Well, 
when  we  get  into  Committee,  tho  (to- 
▼emmeot  would  Itko  to  diacuM  and 
would    ba    glad   to    eee  their   waj  to    "^J  ««  a  MiniMer  a  ho,  bj  dear-bought 


plane  into  a  ehepe  in  which  alone,  an 
we  maintain,  they  can  by  anYpoedhitity 
be  brought  into  practical  operation. 
The  Commiimionere  eay — 

**  Thft  land  aiptAtion  of  th«  lUfchUndt  it  Act 

ltkt*lv  to  {MM  •«AY  Utthout  9*  fO0  •djuMBftit  of 

the  rUiisit  ol  (VTupi«n  t^cc*  i^UbU  U>  thr  ipmtrr 
nntnUr  who  art*  not  %rt  jHiaMMcd  «ith  rxtni- 
T^pint  rip«*(jitis>os. 

And  their  opinion  ie  amply  confirmed 
by  the  police  and  the  official  KeportUt 
which  it  ia  fn^quently  my  duty  very 
carttfully  to  road.  Such  an  adjuatmont, 
in  our  opinion,  we  otFer  to  the  IIouso ; 


tdaoing,  undor  the  charge  of  tho  Fiaherr 
lUiard,  under  c<»rtain  oonditione,  a  funJ, 
it  may  bt»  amalt,  roM*mblingcIoe4fly  thuM* 
ftinda  which  havo  aucco4*iIod  so  well  in 
Indand,  and  which  will  enablo  thu 
fi«hormen  of  tho  Weat  lo  utilise  the 
b4*%t  eourro  of  wealth  which  their  region 
off  era.  And  now,  Sir,  the  Houat*  ia  in 
poaaeaaion  of  the  propoaala  of  the  Go* 
v<*mment  as  far  aa  I  am  competent  to 
explain  thi*m,  and  I  am  only  doubtful 
in  what  direction  I  should  ap|>eal  in 
ord<*r  tortHMimmend  them  to  hon.  Mem* 
Wra.  If  I  afKiIogixo  for  them  aa  too 
8«c«»ping,  I  know  there  are  many  Mvm 


experience,  knows  the  nature  and  tho 
aymptome  and  the  conditions  and  tho 
conaequencee  of  agrarian  agitation,  and 
who  hat  now  command  of  exceptional 
aourcea  of  information  about  the  aocial 
condition,  preaent  and  proapectire,  of 
the  Weetem  Ilighlanda,  I  solemnly 
warn  and  intreat  hon.  Members  not  to 
reii«ct  our  Bill  without  Ycry  careful  con- 
sideration. On  my  reaponaibility  aa 
Miniater  for  Scotland,  a  very  dilTeront 
reapoDMbility  from  what  I  wsa  aware  of 
whi'n  I  took  that  post — though  that  only 
makea  tho  poat  more  acceptable  in  my 
eye  a — I  aak  the  Rouse  to  approach  this 


brrs  who  will  aay  they  do  not  go  far  measure  in  tho  b<»lief  that  when  thoy 
enough,  and  if  I  claim  that  thoy  are  tho  '  *>»▼•  JH^^n  »t  a  calm  and  thorough  con- 
▼ery  ntmoal  a o  can  be  oxpotted  to  giro,  •  wderation  thoy  will  diacoYor  it  to  bo  a 


I  shall  bo  told  by  others  th<*y  go  a  great 
deal  too  far.  I  do  not  ap«»loi(iie  for 
them.  1  hoy  are  not  intondod  to  bo  a 
|HihtirAl  romnromiae.  Thoy  aro  pre- 
sented to  the  ilouae  a'«  pniposals  which, 
aooording  to  our  earn<>at  and  humble 
cimvicti<in,  are  right  in  themselves,  and 
hich,  if  iK^opKnl  all  round  in  the  apirit 


juat  meaaure,  a  practical  measure,  and, 
what  is  alraoat  as  important,  a  measure 
not  otn  whit  atrong(«r  than  ia  noccaaarr 
to  off«<>t  the  objects  which  we  have  ail 
so  long  had  in  common. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoead, 

••  TKiit  Irara  ba  irirao  to  brinir  ta  a  Bill  to 
amrnd  th«  Ijkvr  nrlatinv  to  tha  trnarv  of  1  Aod 


ia  which  thoy  are   olferod.  will   aottle,  |  ^T  <'ri»ft4.ri  in  tha  lltffbUoda  and  Itlaada  of 


and  ought  to  »ottb%  a  burning  (jU<»ation 
I  think  that  the  more  hon.  lleml>en  I 
examino  all  the  altcrnatire  proposals  tho 
more  they  will  rdmit  that  none  of  tho 
alternativoe  arc  really  aorth  adopting. 
There  are  other  a<homoa  ahith  h  ok 
better  on  paiM  r  and  «ound  bi  tt««r  in 
afi^^'ch ;  but  1  b(  lievothi«.and  this  alone, 


will   work,    unbaa   Parliament  ia  pro 


.1 


SiMUnd.   and    for    other    purpoaea    ralatinf 

Ma.  MACFARLANE :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have,  in  common  a  ith  all  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Ilouse,  listened  with  the 
greatest  intereat  to  tho  able  and  lucid 
M)ce<'h  just  made  by  the  right  hon.  (f  en- 
tleman  the  Secretary  for  Siotland  (Mr. 
TreYolyanV  In  the  concluding  words 
of  hi  a  s|M-4%:h  he  b(g,;ed  hon.  Members 


par«d^i«hirh  I  hopo  it  ta  n<'t  — to  bu}' 

up  this  dialnct  <if  the  Ilighlanda  <»ut  of  J  who  arv  intcrifnted  in  thia  queation  not 
the  tax«*a,  and  ditido  it  anmni^at  tlio  ;  to  roj«*<t  the  Dill  without  a«rioos  ron- 
maftM*a  of  the  Wo^ttrn  Hi){blati<i«.  We  ,  »ideration.  I  can  assure  him  that  I,  for 
Lave  adopted  tLc  »|»irit.  and  alm<»%t  tho  one,  will  not  rejt^ct  any  lUU,  howeret 
letter,  of  the  plnns  and  niommendat ions  small,  without  Yiry  aeriotia  considera* 
of  the  Koyal  i^ommiftaion,  a  rumnuaaion  tion.  It  is  neither  uaual,  nor  is  it  do> 
which  was  appointed  at  the  instance  of '  sirable,  that  on  the  stage  of  the  intra- 
Pariiaaant ;   and  wo  have  put  thoea ;  duction  of  a  Bill  there  should  be  any- 
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thing  like  minute  oriticism  of  its  proyi- 
sions.  I  rise  only  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  while  I  am  ahle  to  express  some 
satisfaction,  I  am  sorry  I  am  also  obliged 
to  express  extreme  disappointment  at 
the  measure  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  tried  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
the  position  of  these  poor  tenants  in 
Scotland  and  the  poor  tenants  in  Ire- 
land. Now,  I  am  not  able  to  recognize 
any  distinction  except  in  favour  of  the 
case  of  the  Scottish  tenants.  If  there  is 
a  difference  it  is  a  difference  in  favour 
of  the  rights  of  the  tenants  of  Scotland. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposes  to  adopt  the  proposal  of 
last  year  to  con6ne  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  certain 
crofting  parishes  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  This  is,  to  me,  patchwork 
legislation.  First  of  all,  certain  parishes 
are  to  be  selected,  and  the  Land  Act  is 
to  apply  to  them  and  to  no  other  parishes. 
It  is  not  my  duty  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  Lowland  districts  of  Scotland — they 
have  Bepresentatives  of  their  own ;  but 
I  can  see  no  reason  in  the  world  why  an 
Act  which  is  to  apply  to  Argyllshire, 
Inverness-shire,  and  Boss-shire  should 
not  be  equally  applicable  to  Aberdeen- 
shire, Ayrshire,  and  Perthshire;  indeed, 
to  the  whole  of  Scotland.  But  it  is  for 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  represent  these 
constituencies  to  press  their  claims  to  be 
included  in  the  Act.  I  understand  there 
are  more  of  the  class  of  population 
commonly  called  crofters  in  Aberdeen- 
shire than  even  in  Inverness-shire; 
but,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
stated,  he  proposes  to  limit  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill  to  the  counties  enume- 
rated in  the  Schedule  of  the  Bill  of  last 
year.  In  that  Bill  Aberdeenshire,  Ayr- 
shire, and  Perthshire  were  omitted. 
Let  hon.  Members  who  represent  those 
constituencies  bring  their  case  forward 
when  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee. 
Special  reference  has  been  made  to 
deer  forests,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  endeavoured  to  show  that  it 
was  by  the  operation  of  natural  laws, 
over  which  human  beings  have  no  con- 
trol, that  the  Highlands  had  been 
brought  into  the  condition  in  which 
they  are  now.  I  deny  that  proposition, 
and  maintain  that  it  is  by  the  action  of 
wicked  human  laws  that  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland  have  been  brought  to  that 
oondition.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 

2Br.  2ikefmrUmi 


says  that  the  general  taxpayer  is  not  re* 
sponsible ;  but  I  say  that  the  taxpayer 
is  a  continuing  quantity,  and  that  he  is 
responsible;  so  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  prepared  to  put  his  hand 
in  his  pocket  1  shall  support  him.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  he  is  so  careful  of  the 
fishing  population  of  the  Highlands. 
Why  is  he  not  so  for  those  who  work  on 
the  land  ?  Assistance  is  as  essential  for 
them  as  it  is  for  the  poor  tenants  of  Ire- 
land ;  and,  although  there  are  points  of 
difference,  I  deny  that  there  is  any  jnat 
distinction  to  be  made  between  the 
claims  of  the  two.  I  am  glad,  however, 
that  something  is  being  proposed ;  but 
I  wish  it  was  a  more  thorough  and  com* 
plete  measure,  for  I  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  with  the  deepest  re- 
gret, that  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
the  measure  he  has  proposed,  passed 
even  in  its  integrity  through  this  House 
and  '*  another  place,"  will  not  satisfy 
the  Scottish  people  nor  settle  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BAMSAT  :  I  am  sorry  that  the 
first  duty  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
has  been  to  introduce  a  Bill  which,  so  far 
as  the  distressed  districts  of  Scotland  are 
concerned,  must  prove  illusive.  It  con- 
tains no  provision  fitted  to  alleviate  the 
distress  of  the  population  in  those  dis- 
tricts, and  that  tney  are  deeply  distressed 
no  one  knows  better  than  I  do.  That  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have  made 
no  provision  for  removing  part  of  the 
people  from  the  congested  districts,  nor 
any  suggestion  as  to  how  their  dis- 
tress can  be  alleviated,  constitntea,  in 
my  opinion,  a  very  grave  defect  in  the 
proposal  now  made  to  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  be 
expected  to  be  intimately  acquainted 
with  these  districts.  But  I  haye  been 
long  acquainted  with  them ;  I  am  an 
owner  of  land  within  the  area  affected  by 
this  measure.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  referred  to  the  fact  that  graring 
Isnds  were  held  in  common  in  the  High* 
lands.  But  I  can  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentloman»  that  if  he  has  leisure  tu  in- 
I  vestigate  that  question  farther,  he  will 
,  find  that  there  was  not  a  county  of  Scot- 
land in  which,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
g resent  century,  graring  lands  were  not 
eld  in  common  by  several  tenants  as 
they  are  now  in  the  Highlands.  I  think 
provision  should  be  maae  in  the  Bill  for 
the  alleviation  of  distress  in  places  where 
I  the  population  has   largely  ittereaaed 
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l>*Mond  th«  inMUis  of  tobaiitooce,  and  |  interMl  to  the  tpeeih  of  mj  right  hoo. 
where  no  new  industry  hae  been  intro-  J  Friend,  with  •  ^reut  deal  of  which, 
daced.  It  is  in  tho^o  diMricts  whore  i  ospeciaUy  tht*  clontug  part  of  it«  I  mo»t 
the  dittn«M  prevaiU.  The  population  \  heartily  oooc*ur.  I  mcmt  himrtily  ci>mur 
C'f  1^1  wa  is  2A,A00  At  the  prt*«M*nt  tinif»,  i  with  my  right  hon.  Friond  in  the  (»]>t- 
and  the  wholo  not  agricuitoral  rental    uion  «hi<*h  h«<  iinlitat^d  rather  than  ex< 


<li»es  not  amount  to  more  than  £10.(iOO, 


prfHM'di  that  the  rightnof  pn»iK'rty  nero 


or  ahout  £9  per  faiuilj,  anionp^t  •  more  in  danger  from  thone  whoabueid 
ahout  'i,000  families.  If  I  am  c<>r-  '  than  from  those  who  atCack*^!  thorn.  I 
rnet  in  thtfi^and  I  ehallengo  any  man  '  ha?(*  rt^grotttnl  as  much  as  anyone  can 
who  knows  Uie  district  to  say  I  am  j  noMibly  n*f^*t  thi>  c«»ureo  which  has 
not^I  MV  it  is  inipo!>*(ihle  that  th**re  .  t>c«>n  pumu«Hl  hy  i^ome  iio-cal]«'d  sports- 


can  Im»  anything  like  comfort  for  the 
p  <pulatiou  on  that  aroa.  I  do  nut  wish 
to  take  up  thi*  tim«»  of  the  Houm«  now. 
We  shall  haTo  an  opportunity  of  dis* 
« u««ing  tho  Dill  in  dotail  when  we  g«*t 
It  into<%>mmitt«*o,  and  I  shall  then  bring 
und«'r  th«»  notice  of  the  rij^hl  hon.  Uen- 
tloman  su;;gc«tii>n'<.  which  I  shall  make 
a*  Amendments,  for  the  relief  of  the  dis- 
tress which  pr(«?atU  among  th<»  iM>opt<* 
«>f  liODg  Inland  and  Skyo.  The  con- 
dition of  the  poopit*  thero  \n  d<>^orving  of 
oamest  Ci»n«»idonition,  luM-auno  they  li«» 
under  |«*ouliar  difli«ult!«'4  pniductMl  by 
their  exclu%ivo  knowle<Ige  of  the  Gaelic 
Uingusg««—  di(firu1ti<*s  of  a  kind  which  no 
man  w  ho  has  not  b<*f*n  among  them  ran 
form  any  an  iirst<»  opinion.  I  havf 
great  n*»pe<t  for  the  (ientlemen  who 
now  constitute  Her  Maj«*^ty*s  Mini^t^y  ; 
but  I  know  not  one  among  tl.i^m  who 
has  sny  knowledge  of  thei>«>  di%tricts,  or 
any  knonlmlgo  of  the  condition  of  agri- 
culture tliere»  or  mho  J.n^  ever  Xnvn 
prmtically  a<«piBint«d  with  tl.otn.  I 
think,  theiffure,  mv  n'^ht  hon.  Friend 
the  S(rt*tarv  for  t^<f»tJand  is  umler  a 
crreat  dt«adrantsgu  in  having  to  deal 
with  till*  <|ueftti<m ;  and  if  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  1  eon  guided  by  information 
in  this  matttT,  I  f<««d  that  he  has  ob- 
tained it  from  tainted  sf»urces.  and 
legiaUtion  ap>n  that  foundation  cannot 
l»e  of  aervice. 

Hia  IIKUHKUTM.WWKU,:  Sir,  I 
hare  li*teni-«l  with  gren*.  attention  to  tt.<* 
•|>ee<h  in  whi<li  my  right  hon.  Fiiend 
intr(»duro<|  this  measure  —  a  measure 
which,  so  far  iis  c <>n'«*nia  ths  pe«»jtln  of 
S<MtIan>l  and  the  Meiul»«rs  of  ihis  il>Mi«e 
'ho  har««  nndoitakro  to  r«»ptt*#«>nt  them. 


men  in  mv  native  land.  Thev  have 
assumed  to  thems«*]Tes  the  title  of  sports* 
men  ;  but  I  think  th««  more  nppropriato 
description  of  them  would  bo  that  of 
f^nme  dealers.  They  des<>end  even  a 
little  lower  in  the  social  scale  than  that, 
t>ecaus<»,  if  nil  the  tales  are  true  of  the 
dark  deeds  p4Tpetrate<l  in  some  of  tho 
Islands,  they  have  descended  to  the  level 
of  butchers.  A»  I  said,  I  intend  no 
criticism  of  this  measure  to-night ;  but 
as  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  founded 
his  arguments  in  supp(»rt  <»f  the  liill 
almost  exclusively  uiHin  the  recom« 
mend  at  ions  of  the  Royal  Commisi»ion— 
and  I  agree  with  him  that  it  would  be 
most  unfortunate  if  thone  r(<*ommenda* 
tions  wei«»  not  fidlowed  iip«»e<lily  by  h  gis- 
Intion^I  ^hould  like  to  a^k  him  why  he 
omitted  from  his  s|>e(H^h  all  reference  to 
one  of  the  rt*cf>mmendations  upon  whiih 
the  Commissioners  laid  e«|)ecial  stress-^ 
I  mean  to  that  r«*rn«*dial  pni|>osal  whiih 
i<«  I  intainvd  in  th««ir  He|M»rt  for  dealing 
with  th«>«e  distrirts  where  the  iM>pnla* 
ti«m  has  for  some  time  past  exce«dtd  the 
means  of  aupport  ?  In  the  matter  of 
emigration  the  Commissioners  speak  in 
no  dubious  terms;  they  refer,  of  course, 
to  the  unwillingness  of  the  crofter  to 
emigrate — and,  ^>ir,  attachment  to  one* a 
home  and  native  land  ia  always  ercil it- 
able  to  the  ]4Mplo  of  a  country^  but 
from  the  time  when  our  common  father, 
Adam,  left  the  <  harden  (f  Kden,  in  obt  di- 
i»nco  to  behf^ts  whi<  h  had  to  1h«  obvj^t-J, 
emigration  hns  b4*«*n  tho  lot  of  muii. 
The  (\>mmia«ioners  sny  that  however 
m»«h  they  may  deplore  the  necf^Mty 
whiih  f<»nip4  Is  fr«»in  time  to  time  jvir- 
tions  of  the  |w>pulnti«in  of  a  country  to 


i«  AM^ind  in  ini|Mirtan«e  to  no  measure  ■  |«nvn  that  o»«i«try,  ■♦ill  they  n-  •,: 
whi<h  it  is  probiMe  will  o«cupy  the  I  ni/e  that  it  i«  inevitable,  and  a  law 
fonatderation  of  the  pr>*««*nt  Parliament,  j  which  must  be  o)»ev*-l.  At  tho  aamo 
Sir,  I  do  not  wi»h  to  enter  itito  any  t-me,  the  (^ommi^^^ioners  sai<l  that  they 
criticism  of  the  liiU,  which  I  have  not  j  riei>giiixed  that  emigration  was  a  hard- 

rt  bad  an  oppurt  unity  of  examining  'ship,  and  that  it  is  not  reaorted  to  with- 
b»re  Mud  thai  I  listened  with  grrat ,  ottt  ctimpulaioo.    Bui  we  mutt  alao  tako 
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ibis  into  aoooont.    They  say  that  tbey 


*'  Inclined  to  think  that  the  prevailing  land 
agitation  has  not  been  without  considerable 
influence  in  prompting  the  expressed  dislike  to 
emigration,  and  they  hope  that  when  over- 
population is  clearly  shown  under  any  distri- 
oution  of  land  that  can  take  place,  and  when 
they  are  satisfied  that  those  who  remain  at 
home  will  be  cared  for,  the  aversion  to  emigra- 
tion will  disappear/* 

The  Commissioners  dwell  upon  this 
question  at  considerable  length,  and 
tiiej  conclude  their  recommendation  as 
to  emigration  by  saying  that  they  be- 
lieve &at  emigration,  properly  con- 
ducted, is  an  indispensable  remedy  for 
the  condition  of  some  parts  of  the  High- 
lands and  Islands;  and  they  strongly 
recommend  that,  in  connection  with  any 
measures  which  may  be  framed  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  crofters  and 
cottars,  such  provision  should  be  made 
as  they  have  indicated  for  assisting  emi- 

§  ration,  both  by  State  advances  and  by 
tate  direction.  Well,  Sir,  when  we 
have  a  recommendation  couched  in  such 
very  strong  and  clear  terms,  it  is  some- 
what puzsling  to  know  why  no  reference 
to  this  portion  of  the  Keport  is  made  in 
the  speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend. 
When  we  consider  that  there  are  large 
portions  of  our  Colonies  which  are  crying 
out  for  population — Colonies  whose  Go- 
vernments are  willing  to  give  every  fa- 
cility, pecuniary  and  otherwise,  to  Colo- 
nists, why  is  it  that  we  insist  on  the  re- 
maining at  home,  to  their  own  detri- 
ment, of  the  surplus  population  ?  We 
have  by  our  adoption  of  an  unrestricted 
system  of  Free  Trade — and  that  is  a 
question  upon  which  I  am  very  far  from 
wishing  to  enter  at  present — brought  to 
bear  upon  the  population  of  this  country, 
who  depend  upon  agriculture,  conditions 
which  are  very  different  indeed  from 
those  in  which  agriculture  was  first 
adopted  in  these  regions ;  and  when  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  avows  that  his  case  is  based, 
first  upon  the  Beport  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  and  next  upon  the  his- 
tory, nay,  almost  upon  the  archaeology, 
of  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scot- 
land, I  want  to  know  why  it  is  Uiat 
these  conditions  are  left  entirely  out  of 
sight— the  new  conditions  and  the  keen 
competition  to  which  agriculture  is  ex- 
posed, and  the  recommendations  which 
are  contained  with  reference  to  emigra- 
tion in  the  Beport  of  the  Boyal  Com* 

Sir  mrhert  MaxwiU 


mission  P  I  will  not  ask  the  House  to 
listen  to  any  further  remarks  of  mine 
upon  this  subject  to-night ;  but  I  trust 
that  it  will  not  be  lost  sight  of,  in 
the  consideration  of  this  question,  that 
emigration,  not  necessarily  State-aided, 
but  State- directed  emigration,  has  pre- 
sented itself  to  those  who  performed  the 
duty  of  examining  this  g^at  and  press- 
ing question,  as  one  of  the  most  ready, 
one  of  the  most  beneficial,  and  one  of 
the  most  accessible  means  of  relief  to  a 
population  distressed  by  no  fault  of  their 
own. 

Db.  CAMEBON:  Sir,  I  shall  not 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  for 
more  than  a  few  minutes  with  the  few  ob* 
servations  I  have  to  make.  I  must  say, 
after  listening  to  the  speech  of  the  Se- 
creta^  for  Scotland,  that  if  my  riffht 
hon.  Friend  is  under  the  impression  that 
the  measure  he  proposes  will  be  a  settle- 
ment of  this  question  for  all  eternity,  or 
even  for  a  few  years,  I  think  he  is  much 
mistaken.  I  think  we  who  are  interested 
in  seeing  justice  done  in  this  matter 
should  take  all  we  can  get;  but  as  to 
regarding  the  Bill  as  a  settlement,  that, 
I  think,  is  altogether  illusory.  In  the 
first  place,  I  should  like  to  know  whe- 
ther my  right  hon.  Friend  does  not  in- 
tend to  do  something  to  prevent  the 
further  appropriation  of  commons  in 
Shetland  ?  There  is  no  reference  in  the 
Bill  to  that  subject,  although  it  is  dealt 
with  in  the  Beport  of  the  Commissioners. 
Then  with  regard  to  deer  forests.  I 
listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  re- 
marks of  my  right  hon.  Friend ;  but  it 
appears  to  me  both  disappointing  and 
illogical  that  both  my  right  hon.  Friend 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Sir  William  Harcourt)  should  last  year 
have  denounced  the  evil,  and  now  take 
no  steps  to  remedy  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  the  conduct 
of  certain  proprietors  with  regard  to 
deer  forests.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  owing  to  a  slip,  but  I  hope  so,  that 
he  omitted  to  tell  the  House  what  leftis- 
lative  measures  are  to  be  taken  to  deal 
with  that  subject;  but  I  trust  that  he 
intends  to  take  some  steps,  and  not 
merely  to  allow  his  indignation  to  evapo- 
rate in  empty  words.  Is  it  proposed  that 
nothing  shall  be  done  for  the  orolters 
so  far  as  arable  land  is  oonteraed? 
If  yon  leave  them  in  their  present  con- 
dition, they  are  liable  to  evictions,  and 
In  that  case  they  have  no  means  oi  keep* 
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iDf  UiMnfldTai.  I  should  liko  to  hare  \  dencribod  the  great  eril  with  which  he 
•ooie  information  on  that  point,  at  also  j  nr<)paiit«d  to  oo|>o  in  the  measure  now 
upoft  othi^rs  of  great  importance.  I  ask  bofore  the  nou<ie.  I  aleo  arknowledgo 
my  right  hon.  Friend  what  is  intendod  i  tho  great  difficultu«s  which  surround  this 
to  be  done  about  the  right  to  notice,  >  (lucntion,  and  the  very  mat  difficulty  of 
and  in  the  matter  of  arrears?    And  I    dealing  with  it.     At  the  same  time,  I 

Kiat  out  that  the  whole  of  the  subject ^  am  compeIIe<l  to  exprecs  my  opinion, 
TO  been  fully  touched  upon  in  tho  ,  in  common  with  other  lion.  Members  who 
Beport  of  the  Boyal  Commissioners,  have  spoken  on  the  Question,  that  t)  «* 
Then,  again,  there  is  the  case  of  the  remedies  suggested  in  the  Bill  are 
c«>ttar8.  The  Report  contains  a  number  hedged  around  with  so  many  limitations 
of  suggestions  for  the  benefit  of  the  that  I  fear  that  it  will  haVe  compara- 
r  ittara,  and  I  haTo  not  heard  throughout  tively  little  effrct  -But,  Sir,  I  will  not 
the  whole  of  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  go  into  details  at  the  present  moment. 
Ueotleman  that  one  suggestion  for  their  There  is  only  one  question  to  which  I 
benefit  has  been  adopttnl.  Sir,  I  ima-  will  refer.  I  gather  from  tho  speech  of 
giae  that  the  discontent  in  the  High*  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  is  not 
lands  can  never  be  removed  until  the  iiroposod  that  any  public  moneT  should 
€a«e  of  the  cottars  is,  to  Aome  extent,  .'  be  gtren  in  order  to  remedy  the  great 
grappled  with  in  the  samo  way  as  that  <n'iU  which  he  has  depicted.  The  right 
uf  toe  crofters.  Then  thero  is  another  hon.  Gentleman  says  there  is  no  more 
matter  quite  within  the  scope  of  the  '  reason  why  nublic  money  should  be  given 
Bill,  and  which  seems  to  have  received  to  the  Iligblandsof  ScoUsnd  than  to  any 
no  attention — that  is  the  improvement  i  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I 
of  communications.  The  Report  of  the  [  am  under  the  impression,  however,  that 
Oommisaion  contained  numerous  refer*  ,  large  sums  of  money  hare  been  given  in 
aaesa  to  instances  in  which  crofters  are  j  aid  of  various  parts  of  the  country ;  and 
compelled  to  pay  high  rates  for  the  ,  it  seems  to  mo  that  schemes  are  in  the 
maintenance  of  nmd»,  when  they  lire,  I  air  in  connection  with  which,  so  it  is 

1>erha|M,  20  miles  from  the  roads.  This.  !  said,  large  sums  of  money  are  to  be 
!  say,  is  a  point  which,  in  any  Bill  en-    a^ked  for  for  the  purpose  of  getting  over 
titl«^  to  be  regard««d  as  an  efficient  rooa* 
aure^  must  bo  dealt  with.     Then  I  must 
remind  the  House  that  the  right  hon. 
t  f  ^ntloman  has  told  us  nothing  about  the 


difficulties  in  Ireland.  I  am  not  one  of 
th'>fto  who  have  tried  to  press  upon  Her 
Majesty's  Government  tnat  they  should 
make  new  demands  upon  the  taxpayers 
right  to  heather,  sen-ware,  an*d  things  of  j  of  the  country ;  and  I  will  only  say  now 
ihstAort.  which  are  r«Hiuin«d  bythepeoplo  '  that  if  wo  are  to  be  csllt*d  upon  to  asfti^t 


tho  tenants  in  Ireland  out  or  the  public 
funds,  it  should  be  borne  in  mina  that 
the  ^ple  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
are  in  no  leM  need  of  assistance,  and 
that  I  hope  their  claim  in  this  respect 
will  have  the  attention  of  Her  Migeety*a 


of  the^e  districts.  I  should  be  rerr  giad 
also  if  the  right  hon.  and  learned  (ten- 
tiemaa  the  Lord  Advocate  Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  will  give  us  some  information 
as  to  when  it  is  proposed  to  go  on  with 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  Of 
course,  we  shall  have  Noti^^e  of  that ; ;  (rovemment. 

but,  at  the  same  time,  I  would  say  that  \  Da.  CL.\RK  :  8ir,  I  desire  toexp 
our  experience  is  not  favourable  to  the  '  mv  thanks  for  the  tone  of  sympathy  in 
I^Mtponement  of  the  siH>ond  reading  |  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
s?ag«»  of  such  BilU;  and,  therefore,  I  .  cretarv  for  Scotland  has  spoken  with 
trust  that  the  period  of  delay  which  will  '  rrgArd  to  the  crofter  population.  I  think 
•lapse  before  the  second  reading  is  that  tho  principles  ahich  underlie  the 
taken  will  not  be  so  long  as  to  jeopar-  ^  Bill  will  solve  the  land  questiona,  if  they 
dise  the  tardy  instalment  of  rvlief  which  are  carried  out  as  they  ought  to  be.  The 
the  Bill  offers,  and  which,  in  a  very  Bill  contains  all  the  principles  which 
much  improved  and  extended  form,  we  ,  those  who  agr««e  with  me  desire  to  see 
hope  so>n  to  see  on  the  Statute  Book.  carried  out.  If  we  p*i  a  fair  rent  fixed 
8ta  GI*:GRGK  (  AMPBELL:  Sir,  I  by  a  competent  tribunal,  we  shall  be 
aa  sure  that  all  hon.  Members  have  satisfied  so  far  as  that  question  is  con- 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  sym-  cemed.  If  we  can  secure  a  durable 
pathetic  terms  in  which  the  right  hon.  |  t«nure,  compensation  to  tenants  for  im- 
Oeatlemafl  the  ^ecreUry  for  Scotland    provemenU,  and  more  land  for  the  people 
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— if  all  these  principles  are  fairlj  carried 
out,  then  I  say  that  this  measure  will  go 
a  long  way  to  solve  the  Highland  diffi- 
culty. But  I  do  not  think  that  the  Bill 
goes  far  enough  in  its  proTisions  to  carry 
out  these  principles.  The  restrictions  it 
places  on  the  action  of  the  crofter  are 
very  unwise ;  they  will  even  prevent  him 
improving  his  dwelling-house.  What  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  ought  to  do  is 
to  stimulate  the  crofters  to  improve  their 
homes  by  erecting  new  dwellings,  and 
induce  them  to  give  up  their  old  black 
houses  in  favour  of  more  modem  white 
ones.      Every  inducement  ought  to  be 

fiven  the  crofters  to  improve  their 
wellings.  This  is  a  very  important 
question ;  and  although  I  do  not  intend 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  to- 
night, I  desire  to  give  an  idea  of 
the  way  in  which  the  present  system 
works.  I  was  in  the  Island  of  Arran  four 
years  ago,  and  I  lived  with  a  crofter 
who  had  torn  down  his  black  house  and 
erected  a  comfortable  white  building 
with  windows  in  it.  He  had  a  lease 
from  the  landlord,  who  was  a  certain 
noble  Duke,  and  while  I  was  there  his 
lease  expired  and  his  rent  was  raised 
from  £18  to  £80  a-year,  which  was  the 
result  of  his  baring  improTed  his  house. 
Fortunately,  however,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Olasgow  (Dr.  Cameron)  has  a  paper 
which  is  very  largely  circulated  in  the 
district  I  refer  to,  and  its  influence  pre- 
vented the  full  raising  of  the  rent  from 
being  carried  into  effect.  I  am  sure, 
however,  that  the  poor  man  would  not 
have  been  able  to  get  £18  out  of  his 
firof  t  that  year,  for  the  dcor  of  the  noble 
Duke,  his  landlord,  had  come  down  and 
eaten  nearly  ail  his  crops.  I  have  said 
that  there  are  four  principles  in  this 
Bill  which  will  go  far  to  solre  this 
question;  but  we  expected  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill  to  have  gone  much 
further  than  we  have  had  explained  to- 
night. The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  told  his  constituents  during 
the  Election  that  the  next  Crofters'  Bill 
would  be  a  much  more  Kadical  measure 
than  that  introduced  last  year ;  but  it  is 
pimply  the  old' Bill  over  again,  plut  the 
compulsory  leasing  of  pasture  land.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman — one  of  the  Mem- 
bers from  Birmingham — (Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain) also  told  us  that  this  Bill  would 
be  much  more  drastic  than  the  old  one ; 
bat  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  more  dra^tio, 
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The  other  measure  was  drastic  enough 
if  it  had  been  carried  through  logically ; 
and  the  Scotch  crofters  will  not  be  satis- 
fied with  lees  than  has  been  given  to  the 
Irish  cottiers.  If  the  GK>Temment  is  not 
repared  to  give  an  increase  of  arable 
ana  as  well  as  pasture  land,  there  is  no 
use  in  dealing  with  the  question  at 
all.  The  '<  three  F.'s  "  will  not  settle  it ; 
even  to  give  the  crofters  their  present 
holdings  free  from  both  rents  and  taxes — 
even  then  they  will  not  solve  this  High- 
land question.  The  crofters  have  not 
forgotten  their  rights,  as  the  farmers 
of  England  and  of  the  Lothians  have 
done ;  but  they  believe  that  they  have 
been  defrauded  of  their  rights,  and 
they  will  not  be  satiaGed  until  they 
have  regained  them.  I  must  say  that 
I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  the  sympathy  wmoh 
he  has  expressed  towards  these  poor 
crofters ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say, 
also,  that  what  ho  has  given  with  one 
hand  he  has  taken  away  with  the  other, 
and  that  is  a  proceeding  which  the  hard- 
headed  crofter  will  be  well  able  to  see 
through,  and  will  refuse  to  accept  as  a 
settlement. 

Mb.  H.  G.  REID  :  I  should  not  hare 
Tentured  at  this  late  hour  to  detain 
the  House  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
challenge  thrown  out  by  an  hon.  Mem* 
ber,  who  said  that  no  one  personally 
acquainted  with  the  facts  could  accept 
the  statements  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Trevelyan),  and  inainuat<»d 
that  his  statements  were  based  on  infor- 
mation received  from  tainted  sources,  and 
on  superficial  observation.  Allow  me,  as 
representing  a  great  indubtrial  constitu- 
ency in  the  Midlands,  and  as  one  who 
has  risen  from  the  ranks  of  the  Scottish 
crofters,  to  repudiate  these  insinuations. 
From  early  and  bitter  experience  I  can 
testify  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
crofters,  and  the  imperative  need  that 
exists  for  finding  a  speedy  remedy.  The 
speech  to  which  we  have  listened  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposed  Bill  will  send  a 
thrill  of  joy  through  the  hearts  c  f 
thousands  in  Scotland — ^more,  perhafs» 
from  tho  spirit  it  evinces  and  the  hopes 
it  inspires  than  from  the  specific  reme- 
dies suggested.  I  do  not  undervalLv 
these  remedies.  They  go  very  far  in  the 
right  direction,  and  it  may  be  possible 
to  give  them  at  a  future  stage  a  wider 
scope.  The  Royal  Commission,  to  whieh 
reference  has  been  made,  admitted  that 
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io  tlie  North  of  Scothnd  an  *'  economic  Thev  a«^*rt  and  <«mbodr  iho  fandam<<n* 
crisis'*  has  li«f»n roachod.  The  timtt  has  '  tal  prinriplo  that  iu«tt<*4>  must  he  done 
rome  when  the  griorancee  mu^t  bo  doalt  to  thin  rla>A — that  bxitj  of  t<*nure,  fairly* 
with  in  a  thorough  and  practical  form,  adjusted  rt*utii,  com|>enKat}on  for  itti- 
Thojr  are  the  upgrowth  of  generations  prorcmcuts,  and  ext4*ndt'^d  holdingi*. 
of  misgovemniont  and  oppresMon.  I  Hhall  be  conrod(*d ;  and  when  the  Ihll 
«hall  not  go  K  >  far  bark  as  an  hon.  comes  before  us,  lot  us  wiM*Iv  and  firmly 
Oontlriaan opposite, and  bogin  with  otir  try  to  amend  and  extind  it,  so  as  t) 
▼vnerablo  anccntor,  Adam ;  but,  wf*ro  '  n^ndor  it  as  largely  Wneficial  as  poA- 
this  the  timo  or  o<Taflion,  I  could  tell  |  Kible. 

how  my  auf^e^tors,  like  thousands  more.  '  I>r.  R.  M'ToNALI):  IJke  tho  ri-^t 
were  within  the  past  gonoration  driTen  of  my  hon.  Frimd*,  I  am  Twy  pb'a«4>d 
from  thi'ir  homes ;  how,  when  returning  that  thi*  Dill  go4 «  no  ftr— that  in.  if  the 
from  church  or  from  market,  they  found  principUn  it  contains  are  carried  out  to 
their  dwelling4  unroofed  and  their  bed*  their  logical  conclusion,  wbirh  is  not  the 
ding  in  flamos ;  how  thfV  were  driren  ca<«e  at  present.  In  my  opinion,  half- a* 
out  to  poopio  and  make  pronpen»U8  ,  losf  in  blotter  than  nobn^ad  ;  and,  thi<re- 
l*pper  1  anada  and  other  distant  do-  fore,  I  am  prepared  to  a<^*ept  the  moa> 
main*.  8<im«H>no  whint  ora  that  th<ir  sure  which  the  right  hon.  (}cntl(*nian  hns 
li^aTing  was  for  their  own  gixM.  ^  iutroductHl ;  but  I  hope  it  will  be  ox* 
/*  Ileari  hear  !'*J  I  readily  admit  that  tended  to  some  extent  in  Committee. 
the  change  was  for  their  own  good,  and  We  have  b*4»n  anked  why  was  emigra* 
for  the  good  of  their  adopted  country  ;  tion  not  going  on?  Wdl,  we  know  that 
but  that  in  certainly  no  excuse  for  the  it  has  been  th«»  policy  of  the  landlords 
system  under  which  they  were  ezpatri-  |  fur  some  time  pa^t  to  emigrate  the 
at«d,  to  the  serious  detriment  of  their  people  away  from  the  Highlands.  Wo 
uatiTO  land.  And  as  to  tho  c  )mplaint  know  that  the  landlonis  feel  that  the 
tttt<^red  by  an  hon.  Meml>er  opposite,  j  only  way  to  make  the  Highlands  pay  is 
th«t  the  en)fters  are  reluctant  to  eini>  .  by  turning  them  into  deer  for<*sts  and 
grato,  let  me  ju<it  ask — Who  peopled  c fearing  the  crtifters  away  altogether; 
Tpper  Canada?     I  regret  that  the  Go-  •  but  I  Tiono  that  we  ^hall  hear  nothing 

more  of  that  now.     As  a  matter  of  fact, 


Ternment  Bill  is  not  more  comprehen 
sible  in  its  scope,  and  that  the  discussion 
»<  4*ms  to  imply  that  the  only  peop<<»  who 
arv  suffering  in  Scotland  are  the  High- 
land   cn>ftoni.      1    am    intimately   ac 


tha  Highlands  sreTery  thinly  populated 
at  present,  and  it  will  be  time  to  talk 
about  emigration  when  we  hare  pro* 
perly  popuiutfd    them.      There  is   cwu» 


ittaint«*d  with  the  Ixiwlands,  and,  if,  {o;Dt  in  tho  Bill  which  I  am  pleased  to 
time  permitted,  I  could  show  that  the ,  lioe.'and  that  is  that  we  are  not  going 
•uffanng  there  is  eaually  severe,  and  in  |  to  have  the  land  bought  up  trom  the 
a'>me  reapecta  more  harassing  and  hope- I  landlords ;  and  I  ho|)e  that  we  shall 
lass  than  in  the  Highlands.  The  small '  never  see  anything  more  of  that  eort, 
h«dders  in  the  Lowlands  are,  for  the  >  and  that  the  Mme  principle  will  be  ap* 
most  part,  under  I'J  years'  liases,  i  plicsl  to  tho  Sister  IMe.  We  hare  a 
Ihtring  past  years  rents  have  been  |  right  to  make  them  let  the  land  at  a 
inrre«*ed,  and  today  there  are  multi-  reasonable  rent ;  but  we  have  no  right 
tud«s  being  subjected  to  a  procoM  of  i  to  make  them  m^U  out,  and  purchase  their 
eviction  as  cruel  and  exac*ting  as  that  '  r<r-»pc*rty  out  of  thi>  rat**  of  ourcciuntr}'. 
whii'h  exittt«  in  th«*  Highlands.  Behind  Flu  re  i*  one  other  matter  to  iihi«h  I 
with  tho  n*nts,  which  they  are  unable  vhouM  like  to  call  attention,  and  which 
t'>  pay.  their  stxk  and  furniture  are  '  I  consider  to  be  one  of  the  great  Mots  on 
being  sdd  off,  and  they  themselves  r«*-  the  Bill,  and  that  ia  the  question  of 
durfnd  to  th«  point  c»f  starvaticjn,  whilst  arable  land.  The  ri^rht  hon.  Uenth-uian 
remorselessly  l^mnd  by  the  ternii  of  A.nid  t'lat  it  it  n«'t  nn  f^'-ary  to  nut  a  pro* 
their  leaMw.  8ometliing,  I  trust,  will  rmion  in  the  Bill  to  extend  the  arable 
yet  be  done  fur  them— something  to  Und  which  the  cn'ft*'rs  had,  bccauM« 
reeone  an  industrioos  and  honest  and  they  had  it  all  already;  but  I  beg  to 
long'SufTering  race  from  the  worst  form  chsUenge  that  statement,  l>ecausa  it  is 
of  ezterminatioo.  I^t  us,  then,  arcrept  well  known  that  the  arable  land  is 
the  }wopoeals  of  the  Government  in  the  '  mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  lam  far« 
foneroiu  aptrit  in  which  they  are  made.  I  mars.    What  ia  the  good,  tkerelora,  of 
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giving  the  crofters  a  bare  hill  side?  Un- 
less we  give  the  crofters  the  power  of 
enlarging  their  one  or  two  acres  of 
arable  land,  no  good  whatever  will  be 
done.  That,  in  mj  mind,  is  the  greatest 
point  in  connection  with  the  Bill.  And 
why  should  we  not  extend  the  power  of 
acquiring  arable  land  ?  Why  carry  out 
a  principle  in  regard  to  one  sort  of  land 
and  not  another?  I  hope  that  this 
matter  will  be  reconsidered ;  and  I  hope 
that  no  one  knowing  the  Highlands  will 
say  again  that  the  crofters  already  hold 
the  grater  portion  of  the  arable  land. 
Whenever  we  see  good  arable  land  in  the 
Highlands  we  find  that  it  is  mostly  in 
the  possession  of  the  large  farmers ;  and 
unless  means  are  taken  to  increase  that 
in  the  possession  of  the  small  croftersi 
the  Bill  will  not  go  as  far  as  it  should 
do.  We  have  been  told,  also,  that  gen- 
tlemen having  deer  forests  spend  a  large 
amount  of  money  among  the  people. 
Well,  that  is  all  very  well;  but  we 
who  know  the  Highland  mountains 
know  that  that  is  not  so.  When  they 
do  spend  money  they  spend  it  for  their 
own  purposes,  and  amongst  their  own 
people,  who  are  amongst  the  most  de- 
moralized portion  of  the  whole  of  our 
Highland  population.  I  am  very  pleased 
also  that  there  are  no  proposals  in  the 
Bill  in  regard  to  game,  because  I  think 
that  every  man  ought  to  have  the  right 
to  shoot  what  game  he  can.  I  am  glad, 
moreover,  to  see  the  provisions  as  to 
fishing ;  but  there  is  another  point  in 
connection  with  fishing  which  the  Go- 
vernment must  consider,  and  that  is  with 
reference  to  the  construction  of  suitable 
harbours.  The  crofters  must  have  more 
piers  and  harbours,  or  they  cannot  carry 
on  the  fishing  industry  satisfactorily. 
At  present  they  cannot  use  large  boats, 
because  they  cannot  get  them  up  out  of 
the  sea ;  and  in  bad  weather  tney  can 
do  nothing  with  the  small  boats  at  their 
disposal,  because  there  is  every  chance 
of  their  getting  drowned.  Another 
point  is  this — that  the  Government 
should  make  some  provision  for  giving 
these  people  money  to  enable  them  to 
stock  tneir  farms,  for  what  is  the  good 
of  giving  them  land  if  they  have  no 
stocK  to  put  on  it  ?  The  Government 
lend  money  to  promote  the  fisheries  in- 
dustry, but  they  do  not  do  so  to  promote 
the  bettor  cultivation  of  the  land ;  and 
I  think  this  is  a  point  which  might  well 
be  considered  at  some  future  period. 

Dr.  R.  ITDimald 


Sib  DONALD  CUBRIE:  I  think 
that  the  scope  of  the  Bill  might  very  well 
be  extended  to  other  parts  of  Scotland, 
and  I  hope,  at  least,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  consent  to  make  its  pro- 
visions embrace  Perthshire. 

Mb.  PICTON:  There  is  only  one 
point  which  I  should  like  to  call  atten- 
tion to ;  but  I  cannot  help  expressing 
my  pleasure  at  hearing  the  words  of 
sympathy  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Trevelyan)  spoke  in  regard 
to  the  crofters.  I  could  not  help  wish- 
ing, when  I  heard  him  express  his  in- 
dignation in  regard  to  deer  forests,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  came  up  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  indignation. 
The  point  to  which  I  desiro  to  call  atten- 
tion, however,  is  the  possibility,  or  more 
than  possibility,  of  extensive  evictions. 
Nothing  has  been  said  as  to  the  inten* 
tion  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the 
grievance  which  may  arise  on  this  score. 
Possibly  the  matter  does  not  properly 
arise  on  this  BiU,  yet  it  may  be  that 
this  Bill  will  do  incalculable  mischief. 
It  must  certainly  tend  to  increase  the 
evictions,  because,  in  view  of  its  passing, 
the  landlords  may  endeavour  to  get  rid 
of  what  they  will  call  a  troubiesomo 
class  as  soon  as  possible. 

Db.  FABQUHARSON:  I  wish  to 
extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to 
the  very  excellent  measure  which  has 
just  been  brought  in,  which  I  think 
carries  out  many  of  the  best  principles 
of  agricultural  legislation.  I  think, 
however,  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
should  give  a  favourable  oar  to  the 
Bill  which  some  of  my  hon.  Friends  are 
going  to  bring  in,  which  meets  a  great 
many  of  those  points  which  have  oeen 
mentioned  by  hon.  Members  in  this  dis- 
cussion. In  regard  to  what  has  fallen 
from  my  hon.  i^end.  who  pointed  out 
that  the  Bill  might  be  made  to  apply 
very  much  more  widely  than  it  did,  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  in  Aberdeenshins 
which  I  represent,  there  are  a  great 
many  small  holdings,  and  I  hope  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  will  be  ex- 
tended to  that  county. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  :  In  reply  to  the  question 
which  has  been  put  to  me  by  Uie  hoo. 
Member  for  Gla^^w  (Dr.  Cameron^  as 
to  whether  the  Bill  will  apply  to  Shet- 
land or  not,  I  have  to  say  that  that  will 
depend  upon  whether  the  croftan'  rights 
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of  i^nunnir  there  will  be  oovered  by  the 
Htll.  I  oo  not  know  the  perticulan  of 
that  cMo;  bnt  my  hoo.  Friond  can  draw 
hie  own  conclusion  from  what  1  have 
Held.  In  n^f^rd  to  arable  land,  it  appears 
to  UH  that  there  would  be  great  ditHcuItj 
in  allow  in  K  ezteneiont  of  arable  land  in 
one  part  of  the  country  and  not  in  other*. 
The  reaeon  of  our  dealing  with  pasture 
land  ia  that  the  depriration  of  pasture 
hae  beon  a  eerioue  inconvenience  to  the 
crofters,  because  they  hare  not  been 
able  to  keep  cattle  or  sheep ;  but  now 
they  will  be  in  a  position  to  do  so.  But 
that  matter  hae  boon  fully  explained  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  for 
8<x>tland  vHr.  Trovelyan).  With  n*gnrd 
to  the  question  of  notice,  that  matter 
hae  not  eecaped  the  attention  of  the  Go* 
▼emment,  and  we  have,  in  Clause  3  of 
the  Bill,  pvea  a  greater  length  of  time 
during  which  the  arrears  are  not  to  con* 
stitttte  a  ground  of  remoTal  from  the 
farm.  The  proviaious  as  to  security  of 
tenure  will  apply  to  tenants  of  arable 
land  as  well  as  to  tenants  of  other  kinds 
of  land.  The  question  of  arrears,  of 
coarse,  raises  an  enormous  question, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  Crofters*  Com- 
mission  hare  sugffoffted  any  K*gislation 
on  that  point.  With  n^anl  to  the 
cottar,  we  propose  to  deal  with  him  vexy 
mnch  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  Bill  of 
last  year.  I  hare  had  Tery  many  cases 
of  hardship  brought  under  my  notice  in 
some  of  the  Highlands,  of  the  people 
Wing  obliged  to  |Miy  a  road  rate,  when 
in  soma  cases  there  is  nothing  in  the 
natore  of  a  road  within  thriM  miles  of 
their  holdings;  but  I  am  afraid  that 
that  question  doee  not  oome  within  the 
aoope  of  this  Bill.  It  is  an  incidental 
queettoo  which  really  falls  under  the 
h«NMiing  of  road  administration.  There 
are  no  adrantagea  drnTtnl  by  any  re- 
sident from  a  main  road  such  as  there 
are  from  soeh  roads  as  a  rate  will  enable 
to  be  made.  Still,  a  person  who  is  made 
to  pay  without  any  advantage  from  the 
rata  will  feal  the  hardship.  With  re- 
gard to  sea  ware,  &o  doubt  there  are 
aoma  intmsioDs  or  recommendationa  it 
is  diflkrult  to  work  out  by  legislation ; 
but  I  should  hope,  aa  time  paasea,  that  I 
there  will  be  fair  tolerance  on  the  part  • 
of  proprietora  to  allow  sea-ware  to  be ! 
need.  Another  (loint  was  rnf erred  to  by  ! 
the  hon.  Memb4*r  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir 
(teorga  Camobell),  who  said  there  waa 
no  proTiaian  for  Ashariea.    There  la  pro- 


Tision  for  osrtain  money  being  devoted 
to  fishariea,  and  all  who  have  studied 
this  qucation  l(x>k  to  that  as  one  of  the 
groateet  sources  of  amelioration  for  the 
crofter  population.    Then  the  hon.  Mi«m« 
ber   for  Caithness  (Dr.   Clark)   rather 
lamented  that  there  was  no  mlfquata 
inducement  to  the  orofter  to  give  up  his 
bad  house  and  build  a  better.     Well,  we 
think  we  have  given  a  very  material  in- 
ducement on  that  question,  bi<oause  we 
have  nrovidoi],  in  a  scheme  much  more 
liberal  than  the  Agricultural  Holdings 
Act,  that  a  crofter»  when  ho  removee, 
shall  be  entitled  to  fair  eompenaation 
for  what  he  has  built  on  his  holding, 
always  subject  to  the  reasonable  provi- 
sion that  it  shall  be  suitable  to  the  hold- 
ing.     I  do  not  think  ha  is  likely  to  be 
too  extravagant  in  this  matter.    When 
we  propose  to  provide  here  that  without 
anv  antecedent  notice  to  the  landlord,  or 
subsequent  C4)nsent,  there  shall  be  fair 
compensation  given,  that  doea  aeem  the 
most  praotieal  inducement  that  you  can 
give  to  anv  man  to  build  the  best  kind 
of  house  that  his  money  will  enable  him 
to  build.    I  have  no  doubt  that  that  will 
prove  a  great  amelioration  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  dwellings  inhabited  by  thia 
class  of  the  population.    Something  waa 
said  about  comparison  with  the  Irish 
Land  Act ;  but  I  would  point  out  that 
there  are  soma  things  which  will  bo 
given  by  this  Bill  wnich  have  never 
been  given  in  Ireland.    The  tenure  will 
be  a  more  enduring  one,  and  the  provi- 
sion for  anlargement  of  pasture  is  more 
extensive  than  anything  which  has  ever 
been    saggssted    for    Ireland.      Some- 
thing was  said  about    allotments,  by 
way  of  reference  to  the  cottage  provi- 
sions of  the  recent  Irish  legislation ;  bnt 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  were 
only  provisions  to  give  half-acrea  as  ad- 
joining a  house.     There  was  no  provi* 
sion   for    makins    farms    for    anyone; 
therefore,  it  will  l>e  found,  on  reflection, 
that  there  has  been  no  want  of  regard 
to  amall  interests  in  Scotland  as  com- 
pared with  Ireland.    One  reoMrk  waa 
made   in   regard  to   harbours.     I  am 
quite  sure  that  all  who  know  the  Islands 
will  be  desiions  of  seeing  better  har- 
bours made  in  nttmeroiuplacee,  bocause 
it  U  generally  known  that  one  of  the 
great  difficulties  of  prosecuting  &shing 
successfully  is  that  the  existing  narlours 
cannot  be  used  by  the  boats  on  aeeounl 
of  insafficieal  depth  of  water.     The 
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boats  hare  to  be  drawn  up  on  the  beaoh, 
and,  of  course,  a  boat  that  can  be  used 
in  that  way  is  not  one  that  can  with- 
stand rough  weather  and  proceed  with 
safety  to  the  more  distant  fishing 
grounds.  The  Piers  and  Harbours 
Committee,  on  the  testimony  they  re- 
ceived, thought  that  money  should  not 
be  spent  by  way  of  advance  for  harbours 
that  are  of  mere  local  importance — that 
unless  they  are  of  national  importance 
advances  should  not  be  made.  No 
doubt,  however,  there  are  provisions  by 
which  it  is  possible  to  obtain  loans  for 
these  local  harbours;  but  then,  of  course, 
the  main  difficulty  in  many  of  the  Is- 
lands and  Highlands  would  be  to  find 
persons  to  take  on  themselves  the  lia- 
bility for  the  expenditure.  That  matter, 
however,  has  not  been  overlooked,  be- 
cause within  the  last  few  years  we  have 
made  some  provision  imder  which  one 
harbour  at  least  has  been  made,  the 
surplus  of  the  herring  fishing  brand  fees 
having  been  taken  m  towards  the  ex- 
pense. I  should  rejoice  if  any  other 
funds  were  put  at  the  disposal  of  those 
concerned  in  this  matter  in  Scotland.  I 
do  not  think  at  present  it  is  possible  to 
do  any  more  than  take  these  herring 
brand  fees ;  there  has  not  appeared  any 
disposition  that  any  more  should  be 
done.  I  do  not  think  any  other  points 
were  referred  to  by  way  of  question.  I 
am  not  going  into  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  which,  when  it  is  before  hon.  Mem- 
bers, they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
studying  for  themselves.  Something 
has  been  said  as  to  when  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  take  the  second  reading.  It 
will  be  a  day  or  two  before  it  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  Members ;  therefore,  pro- 
bably it  will  be  to  the  convenience  of  the 
House  that  it  should  be  read  a  second 
time  about  10  days  hence. 

Mb.  FRA8ER-MACKINT08H:  Will 
it  be  put  down  as  the  first  Order  of  the 
Day? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  :  I  shall  only  be  too  glad  to 
get  as  good  a  place  as  possible  for  the 
second  reading  among  the  Orders. 

The  Mabqi^ss  of  STAFFORD:  I 
desire  to  explain  that  the  Local  Authority 
referred  to  in  the  Bill  I  have  introduced 
is  meant  to  be  the  Local  Authority  to  be 
appointed  under  the  Local  Government 
scheme,  and  not  the  Commissioners  of 
Supply.  With  reference  to  the  question 
of  keeping  deer,  my  intention  is  that 

The  Lord  Advocate 


everyone  who  has  a  deer  forest  should 
fence  it  properly  so  as  to  prevent  the 
deer  trespassing.  I  am  glad  the  (jh>- 
vernment  are  going  to  help  these  people 
in  regard  to  fishing,  as  I  am  sure  assist- 
ance granted  in  that  direction  will  be 
one  of  the  most  important  ameliorations 
possible. 

Mr.  MCCULLOCH :  I  am  very  glad 
to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
on  the  spirit  which  has  pervaded  the 
introduction  of  this  measure.  But  the 
Bill  is  by  no  means  clear  of  defects.  I 
think  there  is  a  want  of  scope  in  locality, 
and  in  some  other  of  the  provisions 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  indicated — 
for  instance,  in  the  distinction  drawn 
between  arable  and  pasture  land ;  but 
I  will  say  that  he  laid  down  a  principle 
which  this  House  cannot  too  widely  en- 
dorse— ^namely,  that  it  is  impolitic  to  take 
public  money  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
land  for  any  section  of  the  community. 
That  is,  I  think,  to  more  advanced  Libe- 
rals the  most  valuable  of  principles  that 
have  been  held  by  this  House.  There 
was  one  proposition,  however,  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  the  House 
to  affirm,  to  which,  on  my  part,  I  can  give 
no  assent — that  the  landlords  in  Soot- 
land  have  in  all  cases  been  considerate 
and  wise.  I  maintain  that  the  rents 
have  been  screwed  up  by  legal  maohinerr, 
and  that  they  have  had,  by  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  land  itself,  a  monopoly.  The 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  is  now  put  in,  and 
I  think  some  of  the  principles  of  tenant 
right  will  have  to  be  extended  to  every 
section  of  tenants  in  Scotland.  Why  ? 
Because  the  rents  now  are  such  that 
the  tenants  cannot  pay  them  oat  of 
the  surplus  after  the  charges  of  pro- 
duction have  been  met.  A  remission  of 
rents  is,  consequently,  as  necessary  to 
large  tenants  as  to  the  crofters;  and 
at  the  proper  time  I  shaU  move  an 
Amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  same 
principle  which  is  applicable  to  the 
crofters  should  be  extended  to  those  who 
have,  in  consequence  of  laws  unjust  and 
impolitic,  been  forced  into  paying  more 
than  the  natural  rent  of  the  land,  and 
into  positions  which  are  just  as  fnll  of 
vicissitudes  as  that  of  the  crofters.  When 
this  measure  is  again  brought  up,  I 
think  we  should  go  further  and  do 
something  for  those  who  have  entered 
into  long  leases  under  cobreamstaaees 
that  do  not  at  this  moment  oontiaae.    I 
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•ay,  •!;•{&•  thai  Um  laadlofda  of  6ool- 
Uod  have  not,  ia  their  rotations  to  the 
larger  tenants,  as  well  as  to  the  smaller, 
been  wise  and  oontiderate. 

If  a.  J.  11.  A.  MAODONALl) :  Be. 
foro  jou  put  the  Question  from  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  i^hould  liko  to  sar 
one  word.  1  should  hare  liked,  had  it 
bnen  possible,  to  hare  esprossed  my 
opinion  on  the  Bill  like  other  hon,  Mem- 
lM>rs  oppoait*^ ;  hot  as  it  is  not  desirable 
to  protract  the  debate  further,  it  will  be 
well  that  what  remains  to  1h»  said  shonld 
be  said  on  the  second  reading.  I  think 
we  have  to  thank  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
nan  the  Hecrstary  for  Scotland  for  a 
most  loeid  and  clear  statement ;  but  the 
Tsry  laddity  and  clearness  of  his  state- 
m€«ot  have  brought  out  most  forcibly  that 
when  we  come  to  rt>ad  the  measure  which 
has  been  prepared  b^  himself  and  the 
lyird  AdT<x«ate,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
different  to  a  Tory  great  extent  from 
the  one  that  was  before  the  House  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year.  Therefore,  it 
will  be  desirable  to  nare  it  discussed  on 
the  seoiind  reading,  when  the  whole 
ti«rms  of  it  will  be  before  the  House. 
I  must  say  that,  from  the  debate  which 
I  hare  listened  to  with  great  interest  and 
attention  to-night,  1  think  it  desirable,  as 
the  l/)rd  AdTocat<*  has  suggested,  that 
one  should  hare  some  time  for  prejMmng 
for  the  debate  on  the  seeood  readmg.  I 
mynelf  hare  taken  a  groat  interest  in 
this  queetion,  because,  baring  held  the 
Office  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now 
holds  for  i«>me  time,  1  was  bti«y  in  pre- 
paring to  meet  the  crofter  difficulty  to 
thi*  beet  of  my  power.  But  I  hare  sl«m 
an  interret  in  it  as  being  myself  a  High- 
lander and  the  son  of  a  Highlander.  1 
do  trust,  if  it  is  poMible,  hy  any  means, 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  bring  to  an  end 
th's  difficult  and  dintressing  subject, 
w  hich  at  present  i*  disturbing  so  many 
minds.  But,  as  I  said,  I  do  not  think  it 
dMtrable  to  nrotract  this  dt^bate  any 
longer  in  a  ratn<«r  thin  House.  The  sub- 
ject will  hsTe  to  be  taken  up  pretty  fully 
on  the  second  reading,  and  1  should  like 
to  iMteife  what  I  haTe  to  say  to  that 
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LrXACY  (VACATIXO  c»F  8KATP:  BILL. 
,L>r.  Cmm^r^m,  Mr.  CkmtU$  J7af««///,  Mr,  fuktUm^ 
Mr,  WtUUm  C«rA«f.; 

[bill  85.]      Ct>ICMnTEB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Da.  CAMERON:  I  more  that  the 
Speaker  do  now  lesre  the  Chair.  I 
dimply  want  to  get  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill,  and  propose  at  once  to  more  to 
re|>ort  Progre^. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "Thai 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the  Chair,"— 
^Dr.  C'esMfsa,)— put,  and  syrW  fe. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Thundsg  next. 

MOTIONS. 


Qusetion  put,  and  •frnd  fa. 

Bill  ^rim'fd  to  b««  brought  it  by  Mr. 
Tatvr.LTAX,  The  I»ac>  Ai>voi*atb,  and 
Mr.  Souuxoa  UasBaAi.  for  tkoTUUcn. 

Bill  frmmi^i^  and  toad  tha  fint  time. 
[BOlllt.] 


RH'ERS  POLLrTlOK  (RIVER  LRA). 

MonoH  poa  A  sKLicT  comcrmuL 

Tot  attorney  GENERAL  Mr. 
CitAULEs  RcBJiKLL^ :  My  object  in  giring 
Notice  of  the  Motion  which  appears  on 
the  Paper  in  m^  name  was  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  existing  law  for  the  pre- 
Tent  ion  of  pollution  in  riTers,  and  the 
defects  then'in  with  reference  especially 
to  the  Hiver  Les ;  and  to  more — 

'« That  a  4ScIoct  (^ommltt^^  be  appointed  to 
InqQtn*  into  and  report  opon  ths  conditioo  of 
the  Rairer  Lea,  and  to  make  etich  neomoieeds* 
tiues  as  najr  appeer  nrr  weary." 

But  I  am  glad  to  say  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  trouble  the  House  at  any 
length  upon  this  subject.  I  preparsd 
this  Motion  as  a  prirate  Member,  and 
then  had  an  oppoKunity  of  consulting 
the  late  Home  Secretary  (8ir  It.  Aashe- 
ton  Cross)  and  IVesident  of  the  Local 
Government  lkMinl(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour), 
and  I  reoeired  the  assent  of  theee  right 
hon.  t Gentlemen,  who  agree  in  the  de- 
sirability  of  this  Committee  being  ap« 
pointed,  bimilar  assent  was  gtTen  by 
theprsaent  Home  Secretary  ,Mr  (*hil* 
ders)  and  President  of  the  l^ocal  Uo- 
remment  Board  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain;, 
and,  with  the  permiseion  of  the  H<»us«% 
■e«*ing  thst  there  is  a  general  concur- 
renee  as  to  the  desirability  of  the  <^>m« 
mittee,  I  am  content  to  move  for  its  ap* 
appointment  without  ferther  obearra- 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  condition  of 
the  River  Ijea,  and  to  make  auch  recommenda* 
tions  aa  may  appear  neoeaaary.*' — {Mr,  Attorney 
Otntrai,) 

Mb.  SOLATER-BOOTH  :  It  would 
be  ungracious  and  unreasonable  to  com- 
plain of  the  statement  of  the  Attorney 
ueneral  being  short  and  unsatisfactory. 
At  the  same  time,  I  would  venture  to  re- 
mark that  according  to  my  experience, 
the  duties  of  a  Select  Committee  on  a 
particular  subject  are  facilitated  very 
much  if  something  like  guidance  and 
light  is  given  to  them  in  the  discussion 
accompanying  the  Motion  for  their  ap- 
pointment. This  appointment  is  in  con- 
nection with  the  Biver  Lea.  I  should 
like  very  well  to  see  the  provisions  of 
the  Bivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act 
examined  by  a  Committee,  especially 
in  connection  with  such  an  important 
matter  as  it  proposed  to  refer  to  this 
Committee.  However,  at  present,  I  only 
wish  to  guard  myself  in  this  way  by 
saying  that  whenever  a  subject  is  brought 
before  a  Select  Committee  without  any 
particular  guidance  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  there  is  apt  to  be  a  little  con- 
fusion or  delay,  and  perhaps  some  un- 
satisfactory result,  which  might  have 
been  prevented  by  more  full  and  com- 
plete discussion. 

Sir  lewis  PELLY  :  I  would  ven- 
ture to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for 
one  moment  on  this  subject.  I  submit 
that  it  is  most  desirable  that  this  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed.  I  repre- 
sent the  Division  of  Hackney  through 
which  the  Biver  Lea  takes  part  of  its 
course,  and  I  have  been  communicated 
with  by  my  constituents  on  the  subject 
of  the  condition  of  the  stream.  I  also 
have  had  the  honour  of  presenting  a 
Petition  on  the  subject. 

Thb  ATTOBNET  OENEBAL  (Mr. 
Charles  Bussxix)  :  I  wish  to  say,  in 
answer  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Solater-Booth),  that  I  am  obliged  to  him 
for  not  being  hard  on  me  for  my  reti- 
cence, as  the  Motion  was  unopposed. 
I  desired  to  save  the  House  the  trouble 
of  listening  to  a  statement  hardly  neces- 
sary under  the  circumstances.  I  trust 
that  this  Committee  may  have  the  bene- 
fit of  the  services  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, who  took  such  an  important  part 
in  the  legislation  on  the  aubject,  and  in 
connection  with  the  Bill  of  1876.    Any- 


one with  experience  of  the  working  of 
the  existing  law  and  of  the  condition  of 
the  Biver  Lea,  must  see  that  the  law 
requires  considerable  amendment. 

Mb.  HASTINGS  :  It  is  rather  unfor- 
tunate that  the  subject  actually  referred 
to  this  Committee  is  so  restricted.  I  am 
aware  that  the  Biver  Lea  is  in  a  bad 
condition,  and  that  it  is  urgent  that 
something  should  be  done ;  but  I  think 
there  are  other  rivers  which  require  to 
have  something  done  to  them.  The 
river  that  flows  through  my  own  county 
— the  Biver  Severn — is  being  more  and 
more  polluted  every  year  by  the  amount 
of  sewage  poured  into  it.  It  seems  to 
me,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  should 
not  be  entirely  restricted  to  the  Lea. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sclater- 
Booth)  must  be  well  aware  that  while 
the  Act,  the  passage  of  which  he  facili- 
tated, is  excellent,  so  far  as  its  provisions 
go,  there  is  this  great  defect  in  the  state 
of  the  law — that  it  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  put  it  in  force.  What  is  wanted 
is  something  to  enable  the  law  to  be  put 
in  force,  and  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (the  Attorney  General)  should 
be  able  to  throw  some  light  on  that 
question,  so  far  as  all  riTers  are  con- 
cerned, I,  for  one,  should  be  glad. 

Motion  •gr$$i  to. 

KATIONAZ.  PROTIBEHT   DfSITRAVCB. 

Select  Committee  mppoinM,  "  to  inquire  into 
the  beat  ayitmn  of  National  Provident  uaomDoo 
agminat  Panperiam.*'— (£ir  Mfrh^t  MmswU.) 

EDUCATIONAL  EKDOWMBXTS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  on  Eda- 
cational  Endowmenta  do  oonaiat  of  Serenteen 
Members  : — Committee  nominated  of, — Mr.  U. 
G.  Au.mir,  Mr.  L.  L.  Cohsk,  Mr.  Jnaas  Col- 
Lnroa,  Mr.  CoiBica-UABOT,  Mr.  Dnxoii,  Mr. 
J.  £.  Ellu,  Lord  Frakcu  Ubrtit,  Mr.  Statb- 
LIT  Hill,  Sir  Usjcbt  Hollakd,  Mr.  Illdio- 

WORTH,    Mr.   COUKTHBT   Kbxxt,     Mr.  MAaKB- 

LTHB,  Mr.  C.  S.  Pabkbb,  Sir  Lton  PLATTAtm, 
Mr.  F.  S.  PowBLL,  Mr.  SrAiniorB,  and  Mr.  J. 
U.  Talbot,  with  power  to  aead  for  periona, 
papers,  and  reoorda. 

Ordered^  That  Fire  be  the  qnonun*— (5i>  ZyvH 
PUjfair.) 

WATJDiWonKS  (ratiko)  box. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Oeiald  Balfoor,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  Waterworks  Un- 
dertakinga  belonging  to  Local  Authoritiea, 
prdtTfd  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gerald  Bal* 
four,  Mr.  Dodds,  Mr.  Coddington,  Sir  U. 
Roecoe,  Mr.  Jackaon,  and  Mr.  Picton, 

r,  and  read  the  fifti  time.  [Bill  117.] 

Hooss  sdyoimied  at  half  alUr 

Oaeo'dodi, 
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!i?1*TFit  }»8rLBCT  Committbb  —  Ofiir«  of 
Um  dcrk  <d  tho  ParliamcoU  and  Ofiioe  of 
lb«  Gvollrman  rtb<*r  uf  th«  Black  Uud,  «^- 

Ptmu  Dill    r««iiii If #^— Fresh waUrFitheriM 

HeT«r«l  LonU— Took  the  Oath. 

Ci>U>NIK8-IlirERIAL  AND  n>IX>NlAL 

DEFKNr>:S. 
ADDftBM  rt>a  ftETraxA. 

VitroriiT  SIDMOUXn.  in  riting  to 
noTo  for — 

**  Urtanis  of  th«  Bambrr  of  naval  and  mili- 
tary oibr«»r«  no*  rtn|>!<>\<*d  in  thr  t^r^ic^  of  iho 
r<  f<  ni««  by  tho  |Mrmi««ion  <>f  the  lloartl  uf 
Admiralty  and  of  tha  War  OfBm;  of  officrn 
II bo  hav*,  in  additKin  to  th««  altoTp,  applied  for 
(••nniMi«>n  to  U*  •roc,  of  atai«tanc<*  |p%rn  to 
U<  (*<'iwi>ial  (iofcnutunla  in  ahtpa,  guna»  or 
olL«r  militarr  attirva .  " 

and  to  aak,  nhother  Her  MajtNitjr'*  Go* 
Yrraiucut  intc*nd  to  propose*  to  the  Colo- 
tiial  Go?t*rotuouta  any  H^hemo  by  which 
the  Naval  and  Military  Forces  of  thia 
ntuntrT  and  of  tho   Colon  lea    may   Ik* 
made  luton  hangi'ablo  for  the  |>urp<*M»9 
of  Imperial  or  <.%>lonial  defence*,  or  hy 
which,   if  do«*med  Prefi* ratio,   thv  mt- 
Ticfa  uf  offi(*«ra  aod  men  may   bf^^ime 
aTailable  for  the  protection  of  the  Colo- 
tii«^  and  their  commerce  without  dftri- 
meni  to  their  pn)»p<'rta  in  the  Im|>erial 
Navy  and  Army  ?  ]  ointed  out  that  thia  ' 
Motion  had  been  a<>mect»naiderabl««tiuie  ■ 
Iwfore  their  Ix>rdahipa  and  the  public,  j 
(trowing  tmportanco  had  been  attached  i 
to  the  aubjtrt  evory  year,  and  thi«  de-  • 
airablenoM  of  aaaoiiating  oura«lv«<e  with  • 
the  Colonies  and  thoy  with  ua  for  tho  , 
purpoeea  not  only  of  Colouial,  but  of  j 
mutual  defence  had  iM^en  gradually  re* 
coffnixed.     Any  icheme  of  thia  kind  was 
calculated  to  be  beufficial,  mA  only  to 
tiiia  country  and  the  <\>lonira,  but  to  the 
offii'ers  of  btith  84*rvicca  and  the  tax* 
|>ayer«  aa  well.     He  had  rt'i^ntly  made 
inqoiriee  aa  to  tho  number  of  <  lii<«'ra  in 
both   8erTicee   who   were   compula<nly 
n«tired,  and   who  had   <*xpr«ii^d  thfir 
wiUingncae    to  aitnrt*  in   the  (oluniea. 
After  a  cloee  laTtetigation  he  bad  found  ' 
that  a  very  larva  nnmbor  of  military  and  . 
BftTal  oAoara  bad  appliad,  in  moat  in*  j 
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atanoaa  in  rain,  for  employment  in  dif* 
ferentbranchea  of  thi*lNiblicSerTtce.  The 
majority  of  tht^ae  officera  were  men  who 
were  still  capable  of  doing  good  service 
to  the  country  or  t4>  the  Colonies,  though 
thoy  had  been  obllginl  to  resign  their 
np|H>intments  in  c«>nsequence  of  tho 
Rules  of  the  Ssrvir<».  Out  of  1 1 4  officers 
who  had  applied  for  somo  kind  of  work, 
the  average  age  was  50 ;  among  those 
who  had  oeen  ctimpulsorily  retinal  in 
the  Army  alone  there  were  280  officers 
of  various  ages,  ranging  fn>m  41  to  60. 
When  the  country  considered  the  amount 
of  un4*ful  public  work  which  could  be 
got  out  of  men  in  other  professions 
bi»tWiH*n  those  ages,  it  must  seem  absurd 
that  the  taxpayers  should  be  willing  to 
pay  the.«»(*  men,  in  the  sha|>oof  pensions, 
lor  doing  nothing — for  living  in  com- 
pulsory idleuef«.  At  the  prttaont  time 
It  was  almoat  impossible  for  officers  of 
the  rank  of  Major  General,  Colonel, 
Admiral,  or  Captain  of  the  Navy,  to 
obtain  employment  in  tho  Civil  Services; 
but  there  was  a  largo  field  of  employ- 
ment open  to  them  in  the  Ctdonies,  and 
there  tliey  were  very  largely  needed.. 
The  men  were  only  willing  to  obtain 
employment ;  but  when  they  applied  at 
tho  ditferent  Offices  for  an  engagement 
they  were  told  that  they  could  not  be 
employed  bct^auae  it  was  against  public 
fi«oling  to  employ  men  of  their  rank, 
even  although  they  were  competent  t«> 
do  the  work  re<(uir«-d.  lu  that  connec- 
tion, he  would  refer  to  the  fact  that 
^ir  Coo|»er  Kev  had  b<>en  r«*tit«Ml  in 
the  prime  of  fife;  that  Admiral  Sir 
John  Hay  waa  retired  10  years  ago^ 
and,  aiuce  hia  retirement,  had  served 
his  country  in  Parliament,  when  he 
was  well  able  to  serve  it  in  another 
way  —  both  mon  beting  in  the  full 
%'iguur  of  mind  and  body ;  that  8ir  R. 
Stopfcrd  oonduct4*d  operations  with 
great  success  at  tho  age  of  73;  and  that 
^ir  W.  Parker  was  employed  in  China 
after  he  had  attained  the  age  of  60. 
At  a  time  when  the  House  of  Commons 
waa  carefully  scruttnixing  tho  Pension 
I«iat,  it  waa  advisable,  he  thought,  to 
|Miiut  out  that  the  Pension  List  of  the 
othi-(>rs  on  retired  pay  in  tho  Army 
alone  amounted  to  £  1  .atH).000.  Doforo 
tho  ab«dttion  of  purchase  that  Pension 
List  did  not  (o»t  the  ct>untry  more  than 
£60.<'00.  While  thoy  were  clearing  the 
list  in  order  to  promote  young  omcers 
they  wera  removing  able  men,  some  of 
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"whom  were  more  fitted  by  experience  to 
discharge  the  duties  required  than  those 
who  received  promotion.  He,  therefore, 
asked  the  Government  whether  the  time 
had  not  come  when,  considering  the 
strong  opinion  expressed  in  many 
quarters  out-of-doors,  they  might  form 
some  real  and  tangible  scheme  which 
the  Ck)lonists  could  accept,  and  which 
would  be  for  the  advantage  of  all?  The 
opinions  he  had  expressed  were  not  the 
vague  opinions  of  the  public  outside, 
but  such  men  as  Mr.  Forster  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(the  Earl  of  Rosobery)  had  expressed 
views  to  a  similar  effect.  Ho  did 
not  think  a  more  patriotic  object  could 
be  urged  on  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
try, or  that  there  was  one  more  de- 
serving the  attention  of  any  Oovernment 
which  did  not  seek  popularity,  but  which 
was  desirous  of  strengthening  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  defences  of  the  Empire. 

Address  for — 

**  Returns  of  the  number  of  naval  and  mili- 
tary officers  now  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  Coloniea  bv  the  permission  of  tho  Board  of 
Admiralty  and  of  the  War  Office;  of  officers 
who  have,  in  addition  to  the  above,  applied  for 
permission  so  to  serve  ;  of  assistance  given  to 
the  Colonial  Governments  in  ships,  guns,  or 
other  military  stores.''— (rA#  Vitcoimt  Sid- 
mouth.) 

Thk  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Earl  Geanviixe)  :  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  noble  Yiscoont 
as  to  the  great  interest  of  the  subject  on 
which  he  has  put  Questions.     The  sub- 

i*ect  is  one  which  applies  to  other 
)epartments  besides  that  of  the  Colonial 
Department ;  but  I  can  give  an  answer 
to  the  Questions  he  has  put.  The  Re- 
turn  of  the  number  of  naval  and  military 
officers  now  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
Colonies  by  tho  permission  of  tho  Board 
of  Admiralty  can  be  given.  The  num- 
ber of  officers  who  have,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  applied  for  permission  so  to 
serve  cannot  be  given.  Ts  o  record  is  kept 
of  the  unsuccessful  applications  for  par- 
ticular vacancies.  With  regard  to  the 
assistance  eiven  to  the  Colonial  Oovem- 
ments  in  ships,  guns,  or  other  military 
•tores,  the  noole  Viscount  has  specified 
no  time.  It  would  be  useless  to  go  into 
ancient  history  on  this  subject  ^e.g.^  as  to 
what  was  left  in  New  Zealand  when  the 
Imperial  troops  were  finally  withdrawn 
many  years  ago.  The  Parliamentary 
Return  issued  by  the  War  Office  last  year 
(Army,  Coloniea,  No.  69  of  1885)  gives 
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a  general  statement  showing  the  Army 
Expenditure  under  certain  heads  in  the 
Colonies.  With  some  limit  of  date  the 
War  Office  and  the  Admiralty  could 
supply  a  Return  of  the  amount  of  ships, 
guns,  and  stores  supplied  to  the  large 
responsible  Colonies,  distinguishing 
what  were  g^ven  and  were  paid  for. 
They  are  accustomed  to  pay  for  what 
they  want,  and  the  large  Colonial  Go- 
vernments would  object  to  applications 
informd  pauperiM.  The  High  Commis- 
sioner for  Canada  and  the  Agent  Gent* 
ral  for  Victoria  have  drawn  the  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  some  of  tho 
arrangements  under  which  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  are  lent  to  Colonial 
Governments.  A  Committee  was  accord- 
ingly appointed  to  consider  the  subject, 
in  conference  with  the  Agents  Geueral . 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  has  been 
received,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government 
hope  shortly  to  communicate  their  riew 
to  the  Gt)Ternmont8  interested  in  the 
question. 

TuE  Duke  of  CAMBRIDGE :  I  am 
glad  this  su^ect  has  been  brought  for- 
ward,  and  I  am  pleased  to  hear  the 
answer  given  by  the  noble  Earl  (Earl 
Granville),  for  there  is  no  subject  of 
more  importance  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  Empire.  There  has  been  a  recent 
opportunity  of  seeing  what  the  Colonies 
could  do.  They  came  forward  in  a 
most  handsome  and  proper  manner,  and 
evinced  not  only  an  excellent  spirit,  but 
also  produced  a  very  good  result  in 
placing  their  forces  at  the  disposal  of  th«* 
Crown.  I  cannot  help  thinking,  there- 
fore, that  in  the  opinion  of  your  Lord- 
ships every  facility  should  be  givea  for 
improvement  in  that  direction ;  and  de- 
pend upon  it  this  is  not  only  a  very 
valuable  object  in  sentiment,  but  it  will 
also  be  of  immense  importance  to  us  to 
know  that  the  distant  parts  of  our  great 
Empire  have  reliable  forces  to  enable 
them  to  take  caro  of  themselves.  If  we 
have  large  Possessions  to  defend,  wo 
must  have  largo  forces  to  undertake 
that  defence,  and  the  possession  of  such 
a  Colonial  Force  is,  besides,  of  great 
economical  value.  In  order  to  facilitate 
that  state  of  matters  there  is  no  doubt 
of  the  importance  of  the  view  urged  by 
the  noble  ViK'ount  (Viscount  Sid  mouth  . 
It  so  happens  that  there  is  considerable 
difficulty  in  finding  employment  for  com- 
pulsorily  retired  officers.  What  the 
Colonies  want  is  officers.    The  Oolonial 
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ForcM  prande  •  good  field  for  their 
employmont.     The    Colooies    haTo  an  . 
abuodaaoe  of  maUriol  fur  iunior  ofllrera; 
hut  they   want  tried  and   ezpericoced  j 
ofllcers.     Wo  hare  a  conatderaDle  num-  j 
ber  of  r«»tired  oiBcera  here  who  are  Tery 
•(ficient,  but  who»  aec^onlingto  the  Rul<*ti ! 
of  the  Serrtce,  hare  bcoo  obliged  to  re   J 
tire.     The««  officers,  1  tliink,  should  be  ^ 
encouraged  to  serre  the  State  in  the 
Colonies.     It  is  said  that  officers  so  em- 
plojed  ought  not  to  retain  tbeir  rvtiroJ  . 
p«y.    This  is  a  mi^taki*.  I  think,  because 
th<«y  hare  earned  it.     You  do  not  stop 
the  retired  pay  of  officers  who  go  iuto 
ciril  occupations  or  professions,  and   1 
do  not  think  it  would  be  fsir  to  stop  it 
in  cases  where  tliey  go  into  tho  (  olnuial 
Svrrice.  This  is  a  small  inatt4*r»^but  Htill 
it  is  an  imiKirtaut  one ;  and  I  am  fkuro 
the  (iovemnient  will  feel  the  force  of 
the  ubsorrations  of  the  noble  Viscount. 

I  think  the  more  intimac?  there  ia  be- 
tween all  our  S4«n'icet,  and  the  more  the 
C%>I«>nit<e  an*  sup|>orti'd  and  c*ucourag«»il 
in  that  way,  tho  bettor  it  will  bo  for  th<> 
intivraets  of  tht«  Empire  at  large. 

Visciitxr  HlDMt  )l*TII  said,  ho  should 
be  quite*  rou tout  to  accept  the  Koturn  in 
its  amonded  form. 

BMum  amended,  and  •jnti  U. 

8AKR  OF  IN>IS4)NS-LEi;iSLATloK. 

arKSTtOK.      OnHRRTATIONS. 

Tiie  KikL  or  MILLToWN  askrd 
Her  Ifajv^sty's  Uo%-(»mmont,  Whether, 
r«»n«idonng  that  a  Bill  upon  the  subu-ct 
was  r«'ad  a  ntcond  time  in  this  IlouMt  last 
Sossion  and  ri'ft*rn»d  to  a  Solrct  (^»m- 
niittr«>.  it  is  th«Mr  intention  to  intr<Mlu< «« 
this  S«'<Mii<>n  a  liill  for  rO|;ulating  the  sale 
ofpoisms?  The  noble  f^rl  said,  that 
a  fe<*ling  of  Tory  r^tDsidorablo  unoasiness 
had  exiKtinl  in  tho  public  mind  for  sfime 
time  in  i^»nse«)tii*nci>  of  the  great  laxity 
of  the  r«»gulati(>h«  prt*vaiting  with  n^gard 
to  the  «ale  of  (M>:««»nii.  This  laxity  gave 
pot  only  gr<»at  factlitii»s  for  the  C(»mmittal 
of  crime — murdrr  and  suicide^but  also, 
in  many  ca»4>s,  IihI  to  accidental  d«*ath. 

II  is  fe«»ling  in  the  matter  had  been 
eonstderabljr  intensified  of  late  by  aca»e 
of  a  Tery  remarkable  nature  now  before 
the  public.  All  he  intended  to  say  aUmt 
that  case  was,  that  it  discl<i44sl  the  extra- 
ordiuary  fanlity  which  persons,  who 
were  abef^lutelv  unknown  to  the  Ten* 
dors,  had  for  obtaining  the  noet  deadly 
poiaoas.     Uis  noble  Friend  .Lord  C^« 


lingford)  introdnoed  a  Bill  on  thia  aob- 
iect  last  Seaston,  and  after  iVtitiona  had 
been  received  from  nearly  erery  town  in 
England  prajing  their  Lordships  either 
to  rejtct  tho  measure  or  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Committee  he  agreed  to  adopt  tho 
latter  course.  For  somo  reason  or  other 
the  (Vmmittee  was  not  appointed,  and 
the  Dill  was  allowed  to  drop,  lie  ven- 
tured  to  hope  that  the  noble  Earl  tho 
Lord  Frosiaent  of  the  Council  ^Earl 
S(>oDcer}  would  re- introduce  either  the 
liill  of  la»t  Session,  or  a  similar  Bill, 
which  would  contain  prorisi^in^  regulat* 
ing  the  sale  of  poii^ons  by  a|M>th(  caries, 
geueral  practitioners,  and  Teterinary 
surgeons,  as  well  as  bv  chemists. 

Tux  Umi}  FKKSIDKNT  or  lua 
COUNCIL  (K^rl  Srtxrxn;  said,  he 
must  coiiftM  that  he  was  relieved  by  the 
spctt'h  of  the  noble  Earl  of  a  difficulty 
in  which  ho  found  himself  placed  when 
he  took  up  the  newspapers  that 
morning  and  read  that  the  noblo  Earl 
(the  Earl  of  Milltown)  had  last  night 
introduced  a  Bill  dealing  with  poiiu>ns, 
and  that  it  had  been  read  a  first  time, 
lie  felt  as  if  he  were  to  blame  person- 
alty for  not  having,  while  sitting  on  the 
Front  Ministerial  Bench,  hoard  the  noble 
KarKs  speech,  nor  the  announcement 
that  he  intrixluiod  such  a  Bill.  With 
n-^ard  to  the  Question  of  the  noble  Earl, 
he  might  say  that  the  (toVernmoDt  were 
now  ct>nsidennK  tlie  subj«H  t ;  and  in  a 
yrerj  few  days  h*)  h(»|>ed  to  be  able  to  in* 
form  him  whether  they  intendisl  to  in* 
troduce  a  Bill.  He  would  undertake,  if 
they  did  iutroduce  the  Bill,  to  give  a 
ot>nvenieDt  time  for  its  consideration. 

The  Exul  o>  MlLLTOWN  said,  that 
the  Bill  which  he  ventured  to  present 
to  their  Lordships  yt^tterday  evening  and 
which  was  read  a  tirst  time  had  nothing 
to  do  with  p<iiiM>Ds.  Unite  the  reverse ; 
It  was  a  Bill  for  the  prevention  of  the 
itale  fur  building  nur|H»iM*s  of  the  sites  of 
(*ity  churches.  No  doubt  he  had  bi^en 
indistinctly  heard  in  the  lieportera* 
(iallery. 

fiKFH  i:  OK  THE  CLEKK  oK  TIIK  PAR- 
LI.^MKNTS  AND  OKKICB  OK  TIIK 
(.KNTLKMAS  UMIEU  UK  TUE  BLACK 
HoU. 

Ari-omTMaxT  ami*  vomixatiov  or 

aXLXCT  O^MMITTUL 

Tbb  Kael  or  REDEHUAIJ-:  moved 
the    appointttant  of  the  M^  Com- 
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mittee  on  the  Office  of  the  Olerk  of  the 
Parliaments  and  Office  of  the  Gentleman 
XTsher  of  the  Black  Bod ;  and  that  the 
Lords  following  be  named  of  the  Com- 
mittee : — 


Ld.  Chancellor. 
lid.  President. 
D.  Richmond. 
D.  Saint  Albans. 

D.  Bedford. 
M.  Salisbury. 
M.  Bath. 
Ld.  Steward. 
£.  Devon. 

£.  Tankerrille. 

E.  Carnarvon. 
E.  Belmore. 
E.  Harrowby. 
£.  Bradford. 


£.  Camperdown. 

E.  Granville. 

E.  Kimberley. 

E.  Redesdale. 

E.  Lathozn. 

V.  Hawarden. 

V.  Hardinge. 

V.  Eversley. 

Ld.  Chamberlain. 

L.  Monson. 

L.  Colchester. 

L.  Ker. 

L.  Aveland. 

L.  Colvillo  of  Colrosa. 


The  Eabl  of  LIMKRICK  said,  he 
hoped  that  the  Committee  that  would 
be  appointed  would  pay  some  attention 
to  the  ventilation  of  Uie  House.  Before 
their  Lordships  entered  the  House  this 
evening  not  only  was  the  atmosphere 
bad,  but  it  was  foul  and  fetid.  The 
system  by  which  the  House  was  ven- 
tilated was  so  extremely  scieDtific  that 
no  one  could  understand  it.  The  mode 
of  ventilation  was  by  pumping  up  cold 
air  under  their  Lordships'  feet,  while 
their  heads  were  swimming  in  an  atmo- 
sphere of  a  very  disagreeable  character. 
That  was  a  state  of  things  which  he  did 
not  tbiok  could  be  beneficial  to  anyone 
but  their  Lordships'  sons ;  but,  in  his 
opinion,  changes  in  the  constitution  of 
the  House  ought  to  be  made  gradually. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  part 
of  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  take 
some  steps  to  improve  the  ventilation. 

Thb  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Hskschsll)  said,  he  observed  that  he 
was  proposed  as  one  of  the  Members  of 
the  Committee.  If  he  found  that  the 
subject  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Committee,  nothing  would  give  him 
more  satisfaction  than  to  press  on  the 
attention  of  the  Committee,  or  of  any 
other  authority,  the  question  to  which 
the  noble  Earl  had  called  attention.  It 
would  be  his  lot  to  sit  in  that  House  for 
many  hours  of  the  day  besides  those 
during  which  their  Lordships  were 
present.  He  had  had  some  experience 
of  that  atmosphere,  for  ho  had  spent 
many  hours  and  many  days,  year  after 
year,  at  one  end  of  ih»  Chamber,  and 
he  never  spent  a  day  there  without 
retumiog  home  with  a  headache  which 
he  had  never  felt  whea  he  bad  been 
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before  any  other  tribunal.  Therefore, 
the  question  of  the  ventilation  of  the 
House  to  which  the  noble  Earl  had 
called  attention  was  deeply  impressed 
upon  his  mind.  So  far  as  he  had  any 
say  in  the  matter,  attention  would  be 
paid  to  it. 

Motion  0gr$$i  to. 

House  adjoamed  at  Five  o'doek,  to 

Monday  next,  a  quarter  before 

Eleven  o'clock. 
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MINIJTES.]>-SiTPrLT— «oiMi4irr#tf  m  OummitiM 
R§9olution9  [February  26]  rtportid, 

Phivatb  Bill  {b^  Order) — Stc^nd  S04uiimf — 
Glasgow  Bridges,  &c. 

Public  Bills  —  Ordered  —  Fint  Reading  — 
Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ire> 
land)  Provisional  Order  *  [119];  Compensa- 
tion for  Dama^*  [1201;  Maniagee    (At- 

>    tendance  of  Registrars)  *  [121]. 

Second  Eeadin^^S^rting  Lands  Bating  (Soot* 
land)  [86]. 

PRIVATE   BUSINESS. 
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GLASGOW  BRIDGES,  kc.  BILL. 
(by  Order,) 

ssooim  a&ADiNO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoeed, 
''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.'' 

Mr.  CBAIG-SELLAB:  This  BiU 
proposes  to  transfer  the  management  of 
the  Glasgow  bridges  from  the  bridge 
Trustees  to  the  Local  Authority,  which 
is  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow.  It  fur- 
ther proposes  to  widen  Glasgow  Bridge, 
and  to  expend  certain  sums  of  money, 
for  the  purpose.  These  provisions  do 
not  prejudicially  affect  my  constituents, 
and  with  them  I  shall  not  trouble  the 
House.  But  there  are  other  provisions, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  not  only  prejudice 
the  interests  of  my  constituents,  but 
interfere  with  the  authority  of  Parlia* 
ment.  My  constituents  are  grouped  in 
certain  burghs  in  the  county  of  Lanark- 
shire, outside  the  municipal  boundaries 
of  Glasgow  9  and  the  nearsal  point  in 
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tli«»M  burp^bft  to  tho  Olaagow  Rridfc^ 
which  it  ia  propo«od  to  vidon  ander  thin 
Bill,  i«  Mine  two  miloa  dintant.  All 
thtM  burght  oppoM  this  Hill  throuf^h 
\\xw  IxM'ttl  Authoritiofi;  and  th««  rhi<*f 
jrrrttind  of  th«*ir  op]H»fiition  i«  that  thin 
iVirato  Hill  will  Titnlly  intorf»r»  with 
the  provi«iona  of  a  Puhlio  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment Mill  in  full  force.  In  1878  an 
important  Act  wa«  panned  by  Parlia- 
ment, caUt«d  the  Roads  and  Hridf^ee 
S«N)tland>  Aot.  That  Act  was  the  reitult 
of  protract«d  and  important  nef^itia- 
tiona  b<«tween  the  public  Boards  and 
oth«*r«  in*er«>Med  in  the  maint4«nance 
and  repair  of  the  roads  and  bridges 
in  Sc<»tlsnd,  and  a  special  in(|uirj  was 
cirtH^ted  to  be  made  into  the  relations 
which  existed  b<*twpen  the  town  of  (ilaa- 
gow  and  tho  adjacnint  counties  of  Ren- 
frew and  I^anark.  together  with  the 
p>lice  burghs  which  are  situated  in 
thoso  counties.  As  tho  caM  was  a  pe« 
ruliar  one  a  Special  CommlH^ion  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  it,  and  the  renult 
of  the  pn>tract«Kl  negotiations  which 
followM  the  inquirj  was  that  the  Act 
to  which  I  refer  was  passed,  and  a 
special  proTinion  was  inM«rted  in  that 
Act  apt»Ucablo  to  tho  relations  of  the 
C'\\y  of  Glangtiw  with  the  counties  of 
liana rk  and  Renfrew  and  tho  iM>Uce 
bur,(h«.  There  are  some  general  pro- 
▼iaious  in  tho  Act ;  but  the  fl|>ecial  pro- 
▼iftitin  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  \n  to 
this  ctr«Mt.  It  is  pn>vid<Ml  that  if  there 
be  anv  o»ntont:on  an  to  whether  the 
bridgt^  acroM  the  (Uyde  afford  ac- 
commodation for  the  trstlic  of  the  coun- 
ties and  burghs  outside  Ula«g>w,  in  such 
a  rase  it  Would  bo  necessary  to  settle  the 
p*»rtion  of  the  burdon  to  Im*  lK>mo  by  tho 
<*ity  of  GU*g«iw,  by  the  counties,  and  by 
the  pcthre  burghs  outride.  For  that  pur- 
pose elaborate  machinery  is  proridea  by 
the  Act.  The  cssa  hsi  t  >  1h»  inToeti- 
gated  by  two  SpnioM  ommiii»toners  ap- 
|M>inti«l  by  the  Socr«*tary  of  Ststo,  who 
was  f'lrmrrly  the  Home  Sm  retary.  but  is 
now  the  S « retarj  for  Sc«>tland.  The  two 
t^pf^isl  <^)rofIlt»«iont■^s  mi  app4»inti^i  are 
to  Minduit  an  inquiry  in  th<*  bxality;' 
they  aro  to  rfp»rt  ti  th«  NM-ri'!ary  of' 
Mat«' ;  the  S«*<r«»tarY  of  Mato  ie  then  to 
dott  rmiue  as  to  «  h<  thor  the  burden  shall 
be  laid  UE>on  tho  adja<*«»nt  burghs  and 
ooanties  for  the  supfiort,  maaagrmeot, 
notnteoaace,  and  rspairof  these  bridges; 
aad,if  ooybowllieburdaa  tstobeoUoeatad  j 


among  tho  burgh«,  counties,  and  Glasgow 
respectiToly.  It  is  further  pmrided  thai 
the  determination  of  tho  8<MrretarT  of 
State  shall  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  Loth 
Hous<*n  of  Parliament  for  40  days,  and 
that  it  shall  not  be  effmrtiTe  until  it  has 
so  been  laid  upon  the  Table.  All  the 
machinery  for  di^ciding  questions  in  refer* 
enct*  to  the  accommodation  of  the  traffio 
and  the  allocation  of  the  burden  is  ela* 
boratcly  nrovided  iu  this  Act ;  and,  as  I 
have  explained  to  the  House,  any  con- 
tentious que»tion  is  to  be  determined 
under  this  Act  by  a  seriee  of  publto 
traofiactiona.  And  now,  8ir,  what  dona 
the  present  Bill— the  (tlasgow  Hridgeg 
Bill— pn»pose  to  do  ?  It  pro|M>ses,  by  a 
stn>ke  of  the  {ten,  to  sweep  away  all  the 
(daborate  machinery  which  is  provided 
in  this  important  Act  of  Parliament ;  it 
authurites  the  Local  Authorities  to  fix  a 
sum  for  widening  tho  Glasgow  bridges, 
and  to  ap|)ortion  the  burden  not  only 
for  managing,  maintaining,  and  repair* 
ing  the  bridges,  but  for  watching, 
lighting,  and  cleansing  them ;  and  having 
fixed  the  sum  to  bo  charged  upon  the 
counties  or  tho  police  burghs,  as  theca^e 
may  be,  tho  portion  of  the  burden  to  bo 
borne  by  each  is  to  be  determined  by  a 
single  (\)mmiMioner  without  any  review 
by  Parliament  or  by  any  other  authority 
at  all,  and  tho  {tolire  burghs  are  to  bo 
bound  to  |iay  what  this  singU  Com* 
mission er  chooses  to  aay  they  are  to 
pay.  1  think  the  House  will  agree 
with  me  thst  this  Private  Hill  pn>poi»es, 
in  an  im^ular  way,  to  overriue  an 
Act  of  Parliament  only  recently  passod, 
and  still  in  full  operation.  It  overrides 
it  in  the  following  particulars : — The 
Act  of  1878  vests  the  determination  as 
to  the  liability  for  these  burdens  with 
the  SecreUry  of  State.  This  Private 
Hill  takes  the  determination  away  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  vests  it  in  a 
single  ("omroisaionor.  In  the  second 
place  the  Act  of  Parliament  pDvidcs  fur 
a  local  inquiry  on  th^  sp«»t.  The  Private 
Hill  di^pens••«  with  the  local  inquiry  on 
the  s|Mit.  In  the  third  place  the  Act 
pn^idos  that  the  di*termination  of  the 
Se<  rrtary  of  State  idiall  be  subject  to  the 
review  of  Parlianiout,  but  tho  Privsto 
HiU  dispenses  with  the  Sciretary  of  State 
und  hi«  dtfterminatioQ,  and  dors  not 
allow  Parhament  to  have  any  v<iice  in 
the  matter  whatever.  Fourthly,  the  \vi 
limits  the  purpos4*s  for  which  the  expen- 
diture is  to  be  allocated  to  tho  coaatiea 
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And  police  burghs  to  three — namolj,  the 
management,  maintenance,  and  repair 
of  the  bridges,  wheroaa  the  Private  Bill, 
while  preserving  those  three  purposes, 
extends  the  liability  still  farther  to  the 
watchiog,  lighting,  and  cleansing  of  the 
bridges.  We  maintain  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary, inexpedient,  and  unjust,  to  in- 
terfere in  this  way,  by  private  legisla- 
tion, with  a  Public  Act  of  Parliament. 
We  say  that  it  is  an  evil  precedent 
for  Parliament  to  establish,  that  those 
who  are  interested  in  Private  Bills  are  to 
override  Public  Acts  by  Private  Bills. 
The  result  will  inevitably  bo  that  Pri- 
vate Bills  will  bo  constantly  coming 
into  collision  with  Public  Acts,  and 
we  shall  be  liable  to  all  sorts  of 
mischief  which  must  arise  therefrom. 
These  being  the  facts  of  the  case,  we 
have  had  to  consider  what  course  we 
ought  to  take  under  the  circumstances. 
We  are  convinced  that  this  House  by  a 
very  large  majority  would  refuse  to 
sanction  the  overriding  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  in  the  way  I  have  pointed 
out,  if  I  were  to  ask  hon.  Members  to 
do  BO,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  they 
would  not  submit  to  have  the  authority 
of  Parliament  interfered  with  in  this 
manner.  But  I  must  say  that  there  are 
some  valuable  provisions  contained  in 
the  Bill — not  valuable  to  my  constituents 
or  to  the  counties  generally,  or  to  the 
police  burghs  outside  Glasgow,  but  valu- 
able to  the  City  of  Glasgow ;  and  we,  there- 
fore, do  not  wish  to  ask  the  House  to  re- 
ject the  Bill  summarily.  When  the  Bill 
has  been  read  a  second  time  it  will  be 
necessary  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  up* 
stairs,  and  the  Committee  to  whom  it  is 
referred  will  know  how  to  deal  with 
these  objectionable  clauses,  if  the  mea- 
sure gets  so  far  as  the  consideration  of 
clauses.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
shall  not  object  to  the  second  reading; 
but  I  wish  to  enter  a  very  serious  pro- 
test against  this  dangerous  innovation 
of  allowing  a  Private  Bill  to  interfere 
with  public  legislation.  I  shall  reserve 
to  myself  the  right  when  the  Bill  comes 
bock  again  from  Committee,  if  it  ever 
should  come  back,  with  those  objec- 
tionable clauses  in  it,  to  ask  the  House 
to  take  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  into 
consideration  at  a  future  stage ;  and  I 
have  very  little  doubt  that  if  these  ob- 
jectionable clauses  re-appear  the  House 
will  have  no  hesitation  in  rejecting, 
them. 

J/r.  Craig- Sf liar 


Sib  ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL :  I 
happen  to  represent  one  of  the  counties 
interested  in  this  Bill;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  detain  the 
House  at  any  length  after  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Partick  Division  of 
Lanarkshire  (Mr.  Craig-Sellar),  has  de* 
scribed  the  provisions  of  the  measure. 
But  there  is  one  point  which  I  should 
like  to  lay  before  the  House,  and  it  is 
this— that  if  the  Bill  is  to  pass  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  is  presented  to  the 
House  it  will  give  exceptional  powers  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the 
Counties  of  Lanark  and  Kenfrew — 
powers  which  are  not  at  present  en- 
joyed by  any  of  the  Commissioners 
throughout  the  rest  of  Scotland.  The 
Commissioners  of  Supply  can  assess  the 
owners  of  property  in  Uie  county,  but 
they  cannot  assess  the  occupiers.  By 
the  Beads  and  Bridges  Bill  all  roads 
and  bridges  are  kept  up  specially  and 
provided  for  by  a  Road  Board,  composed 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  and  the 
representatives  of  the  ratepayers.  In 
that  way  it  is  provided  that  taxation  and 
representation  should  go  together,  and 
in  all  cases  in  which  taxation  is  imposed 
it  falls  both  upon  the  owner  and  tho 
occupier.  But  if  this  Bill  is  to  pass  in  its 
present  shape  the  Commissioners  of  Sup- 
ply for  the  counties  of  Renfrew  and  La- 
nark will  be  called  upon  to  provide  funds 
from  the  owners  for  purposes  whioh  both 
owners  and  occupiers  hitherto  have  been 
called  on  to  pay.  I  certainly  think  that 
that  is  a  very  strong  point  against  tho 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  seeing  that  it 
places  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  for 
these  two  counties  in  a  totally  different 
position  from  the  Commissioners  of  the 
rest  of  Scotland,  and  confers  upon  them 
most  exceptional  powers.  With  regard 
to  the  other  provision  of  the  Bill,  as  my 
hon.  Friend  has  said,  some  of  them 
are  valuable,  no  doubt,  to  the  City  of 
Glasgow,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  them  as  far  as  Glasgow 
is  concerned ;  but  I  hope  the  Houee 
will  not  allow  the  objectionable  provi- 
sions to  which  its  attention  has  been 
called  to  pass,  if  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  they  involve  the  upsetting  of 
a  Public  Act  of  Parliament  which  is 
working  well.  I  trust  that  the  House 
will  carefully  consider  the  matter,  and, 
personally,  I  propose  to  take  the  samo 
couiss  as  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Craig- 
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S  Mtr  — namelj,  not  tocballongo  a  dtvt* 
ftiMU  at  tli«  pro'U^ut  »ia^i^  of  the  Bill,  hut 
to  aDow  it  to  f?o  U|ito  a  r\>'nmitt«M«  with 
th»  un<h*n»tQL.ilitifr  that  if  it  in  «ont  hark 
to  tho  IloiiH*  with  th<"»«*  ohj«»rtionnhlf» 
c!a'i^«*A  Mall  in  it,  it  will  h«  stroiiuouslj 

Mu  HKITII :  Th»»  ohjoot  of  thin  Hill 
t*.  in  th*«  firnt  plari\  to  trnu«f«'r  tho  r  >n- 
trol  of  th'»  (ilni^j^ow  hriilf;«'ii  from  tho 
Trii*»to(>s  ai'tin^  umlt>r  thv  (tU.^,;ow 
nriil;;o«  (^mnoh'ldtion  Ait  of  iH^r.  to 
tho  Ula*;;  iw  I>»  n\  Authority.  Tlio  pp)- 
moterfl  of  tho  Hill  ha\o  hvcn  athiM-<l 
that  Tor\  A«*ri<>u^  i)u«*<itif>n^  may  hi*  raU>'  1 
a«  to  wh<*thcr,  under  the  Hon«N  an<l 
liritltf*'*  Sr.,tlaml;  Act  at  187R.  tho 
>»ri«lj;«»<  aihI  un*l»rtfikin(Cof  tho  Trunioo* 
wi«r«»  trau!ifirr<'*l  to  tho  I/»iiil  Aiithori*r 
of  iiiav**^*  ^^  (h'tlnoil  hy  tlmt  Act,  and 
th<*  ndminintration  of  tho  hrid^<*««  han 
4 '):kMH|iifaitiy  b«M<n  ctmtinuod  hy  tho 
Tru^tt  i>4.  It  is  deenifd  ('H<^intial  that  all 
untrrtaiuty  upm  thi^  point  should  ho 
r^mov«««l.  Wh*»n  th«  l*«md^  and  Hridgos 
Act  Wft*  piH««^l  tho  pr«>motorftof  tho  pro- 
•«*nt  Kill  Here  advi%i*d  that  hv  that  Act 
thr  hridgi  %  of  (fla**(;ow  wt  re  n<»t  tran^- 
f»  m^i  fMm  thoTru*'t»-o4,  who  then  actrd 
ii«  tht>y  aro  now  mtini^,  «o  far  an  tho 
hrid|f«'*  aro  «'»nrorn«'J,  f<ir  tli**  01a«p>w 
I>Mal  Auth*>rity.  Thin  Hill  p^>^i•lotl 
that  the  tran^ft*r  Minll  now  take  plati* 
fri»nt  the  Tru^t«*<*fi  Uy  tho  I/m-;iI  Authority 
— nho  ar«»  tho  Magi^tmtfs  and  Tt>wn 
^'•iUIimI  of  (ilii^^ow.  Tho  IJ<  xt  ohjut 
c>inti'tnpl.it*-d  hy  th«'  Hill  i«  tlio  widon- 
inj?  of  ^ilrt'-^ow  Hridjfo.  This  hi"*  hoi»n 
found  to  I  «•  iih»tdut«  Iv  nit  «»»^nrv.  Not 
only  hare  tho  ftftit.dutiMnA  of  tho  trid^'o 
^iV4«n  way,  from  various  caust^s.  hut  tho 
hrid);o  itM'lf  i«  woAriii^down,  and  is  ht»- 
r'»ntin^  nUi*^*  th^r  un<M|UAl  to  the  rn^t 
Aiuouut  of  trathr  which  pu^^i'S  otit  it. 
It  has  thervforo,  h<«4»me  ofx^ential  that 
the  brid^o  sliould  bo  i-idsr|C<'d  and 
•trvo^thentd.  Thoro  iit«»  othi-r  con- 
sider .t;-  ns  «f  a  fttih«..i.  kry  rhnratttr  in 
(otin«<t,tiQ  ttith  t^o  Hill,  (h.i*  i«  tliAt 
tho  ftum  of  £MJ>y.K  paid  to  tho  Trus- 
l«-«^  by  tlio  r.ilt<h»t.ian  Kai Uny  Com- 
I  Any,  tiTidor  an  Act  pi^M>d  in  l^T'*.  and 
dirtst'd  to  bo  applti-d  to  the  iiid*»nii.;^ 
and  %tr«'i.j:thf  ui'.j;  uf  Gbt*^  »w  Hii  ),;o, 
«\'»ull  bo  handi-d  o\*or  to  the  (tla^^ow 
fyjcal  Auth'*ritv  ;  but  the  mon^T  cannot 
b«'  apphtnl  and  th**  w<irk  s^'t  about  with- 
out an  A«t  of  pArliamont.  The  pro* 
motors  of  tho  Hiil  do  not  say  that  tho 
Burgh  of  Patrick  and  other  hurgha  re- 


ferred to  by  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  C'raig- 
Stdlar^  are  to  c(<ntributo  towards  tha 
widening  and  strengthening  of  (Hssgoir 
Hridgo  ;  thoy  simply  a>»k  that  tho  Stvre- 
tiry  f<ir  Siotland  should  nominate  a 
rommiH-^ionor  to  in'|uire  into  tho  cir- 
cumntancos  of  tho  ca^%  to  determine 
wht'llier  or  not  m<moy  should  be  contri- 
hutml  by  tho«e  burgh*,  having  regard  to 
tho  extent  to  whi<  h  the  bridgr^  accom- 
u«odate  the  t rathe  of  tho  burghs  and  of 
the  rouutii>4  of  IjinarkandKonfiow.  Tho 
ohJ4  tof thi^  m<Kle  of  procodum  pro|M>sed 
by  the  promt )tori«  of  the  Hill  is  to  f^ava 
oxponne  and  time,  and  in  the  stm]de#t 
manner  p  »*«^ible  to  enable  the  (\)r|>ora- 
ti«in  of  (rlasgow  to  take  ixi^m'SAiun  of 
thrne  hridp>H.  Thoy  are  now  admini4- 
tvp'd  by  aTru^t  which  i^  a  Mixod  Cim- 
mis*ion  con^i*ting  of  OmiminMoners  of 
Supply  and  (^)mmisAionors  appointed 
by  thi»  (\irporation  of  Glasgow.  That 
Mixod  Oommi<%i(m  woa  appointed  many 
years  ago  when  tho  bridges  wore  main* 
tainod  bv  t<dN.  Thi-v  are  now  main- 
tainod  by  tho  city  rates  and  it  is  mo^t 
do'^irable  to  asfortnin  clearly  and  put 
beycmd  all  qumtion  that  they  areplac«d 
und«<r  the  contnd  of  the  L  k  al  Authority 
of  (t!  i9g«>w.  It  is  al^t  eMontial  to  ascor- 
tnin  in  the  shortest  and  chenpoKt  way 
po*4%ihlo  what  jHirtion  of  tho  burden 
Mitatld  be  l»<»me.  if  any,  by  the  counties 
and  police  burghs,  and  what  portion  by 
the  Oitv  <if  (flas^ow. 

Mr.  VKAHn: :  One  of  the  i>bjertM  of 
thi^  Hill  is  to  o)ti>n  the  appointment 
by  the  Srrrotary  for  S<otIand  of  a  C«»m- 
mis«i<>ner  to  as<'ertain  whether  thecoun- 
ti«'S  of  Lanark  and  Renfrew  and  the 
p<dice  burghs  out<9ido  tho  Tity  of  Glas- 
gow shall  contribute  towards  the  widen- 
ing and  strengthening  of  Glasgow 
Hridge.  Now,  it  appears  to  mo  that 
the  districts  and  burghs  round  alniut 
(ilasgow  ought  not  to  bt»  liable  to  con- 
tribute towards  tho  maintenance  of  tho 
wholo  «f  tho  bridgo*  in  Glasgow,  seeing 
tSat,  by  the  pa«*ing  of  the  Roads  and 
Hrid^os  Act  in  |H7H,  tho  ratepayers  of 
Gla«g  iw  have  to  maintain  them.  Tho 
«ame  Art  alM>  provides  that  the  rate- 
iia}ors  of  (toran  and  oth<r  suburban 
Lur^l.H  should  maintain  tho  bridge  *  and 
ri>ad*»  in  their  own  di«!ri'!«.  Wo  think 
that  as  a  matter  of  simtlo  justice,  if  tho 
inhabitants  of  tho  outlying  districts  are 
to  cf>ntribute  towards  tho  mainteiian<o 
of  tho  Glasg«>w  bridges,  that  tho  in- 
habitants of  Glasgow  ihoold,  on  tbair 
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party  contribute  towards  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  bridges  in  the  suburban  dis- 
tricts. 

Mb.  FINLAY80N  :  Allow  me  to  say 
a  word  on  behalf  of  the  Division  which 
I  represent — East  Henfrew.  I  think 
that  the  Town  Council  of  Glasgow  are 
pressing  forward  a  measure  which  cer- 
tainly affords  an  instance  of  how  the 
public  money  may  be  spent,  and  ab- 
solutely thrown  away.  They  have,  I  am 
afraid,  acted  throughout  this  matter  in 
a  very  high-handed  manner ;  and  I  am 
convinced  that  if  they  had  consented  to 
unbend  themselves  to  a  small  extent, 
and  had  seen  the  different  parties  in- 
terested, many  of  the  obiections  which 
have  been  urged  by  the  last  three 
speakers  would  have  been  unnecessary. 
What  is  the  effect  of  the  action  of  the 
Corporation  of  Glasgow  in  the  matter  ? 
They  have  introduced  a  Bill  in  which 
they  are  attempting  to  impose  rates  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Glasgow  bridges 
upon  the  suburban  burghs,  and  upon 
the  constituency  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent.  Their  intention  is 
to  levy  the  rates  upon  the  burghs  and 
county  of  Henfrew ;  and  they  propose 
that  my  constituents  shall  keep  up, 
maintain,  light,  watch,  and  cleanse  the 
bridges  in  the  centre  of  the  City  of  Glas- 

fow.  Now,  Sir,  the  Boads  and  Bridges 
>iU  of  1878  underwent  full  discussion 
in  this  House ;  and  this  question  was 
settled  at  that  time,  both  in  regard  to 
the  police  burghs  and  the  counties  of 
Bonlrew  and  Lanark,  as  well  as  the  City 
of  Glasgow.  So  far  as  the  roads  and 
bridges  of  the  county  of  Benfrew  are 
concerned,  the  existing  arrangement 
was  not  arrived  at  until  after  a  very 
searching  investigation,  which  extended 
over  many  years.  It  was  begun  in  the 
time  of  Mr.  Bruce,  now  Lord  Aberdare. 
who  was  then  Home  Secretary,  and  it 
was  continued  during  the  time  that  Sir 
R.  Asshoton  Cross  held  the  same  Office. 
It  was  ultimately  settled  that  in  order 
to  place  the  counties  of  Benfrew  and 
Lanark  in  a  fair  and  just  position  the 
City  of  Glasgow  should  contribute 
£12,500  a-year  as  some  sort  of  com- 
pensation for  the  heavy  traffic,  chiefly 
in  building  material,  which  went  from 
those  counties  into  the  City  of  Glasgow. 
But  what  does  this  Private  Bill  pro- 
pose? It  provides  that  the  counties  which 
the  Boadsand  Bridges  Act  enacted  should 
be  paid  so  much  a7ear»£13,600  I  think 

Mr.  Pittrc0 


— shall  be  taxed  for  the  maintenance  of 
bridges  which,  by  the  Boads  and  Bridges 
Act,  were  made  oyer  to  the  City  of  Glas- 
gow. If  the  only  wish  of  the  City  of 
Glasgow  was  that  the  Trustees  should 
transfer  their  rights  to  them  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty ;  but  such  rights 
would  have  been  freely  accorded  to  them. 
My  constituents  object,  and  very  pro- 
perly object,  to  be  taxed  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  bridges  within  the  City  of  Glas- 
gow ;  and  you  might,  in  my  opinion,  just 
as  well  tax  a  man  in  Edinburgh,  or 
Liverpool,  or  Newcastle  who  may  send 
goods  to  Glasgow  for  the  cost  of  main* 
taining  these  bridges,  as  tax  the  county 
of  Benfrew.  I  may  also  inform  the 
House  that,  so  far  as  the  traffic  from  the 
county  of  Benfrew  to  Glasgow  is  con- 
cerned, the  road  traffic  is  diminishing 
rather  than  increasing.  A  large  and 
fine  station — the  Great  Enoch's  Station 
— has  been  opened  in  Glasffow,  and 
another  extensive  range  of  ouildings 
has  been  constructed  at  the  College 
Street  Station,  so  that  the  traffic  of  the 
county  of  Benfrew  does  not  now  pass  in 
anything  like  the  same  amount  over  the 
bridges  of  Glasgow  that  it  did  before 
the  passing  of  the  Boads  and  Bridges 
Act.  Taking  all  these  matters  into  con- 
sideration, I  think  that  this  Bill  is  most 
unjust,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  when 
it  reaches  a  Committee  upstairs  it  will 
be  thrown  out,  or,  at  all  events,  divested 
of  the  objectionable  proyisions  which  it 
at  present  contains.  To-day  we  simply 
enter  a  protest  against  it,  in  a  desire  to 
prove  to  the  House  of  Commons  that 
even  on  general  principles  the  practice 
of  bringing  in  a  Private  Bill  which 
would,  if  passed,  impose  a  heavy  ex- 
penditure upon  small  suburban  burghs 
and  county  communities  is  most  objec- 
tionable. And  I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  this  course  has  been  taken  by 
the  Town  Council  of  Glasgow  even 
before  an  attempt  was  made  to  make  an 
arrangement  with  those  who  are  vitally 
affected  by  the  provisionB  of  the  Bill.  1 
therefore  second  the  proposal  which  has 
been  made  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Partick  Diyision  of  Lanark- 
shire (Mr.  Craig- Sellar).  [An  hon. 
MxiiBEa :  No  proposal  has  been  made.*) 
Then  I  join  my  hon.  Friend  in  the 
protest  he  has  made  against  the  Bill,  and 
1  hope  that  the  House,  when  it  oomes 
back  from  Committee,  will  signify  ita 
disapproval  of  its  pioyistooB,  and  will 
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do  iafttic*  to  tho  partiM  who  now  eom* 
pUtn  of  them. 

Mb.  R  R.  HrsSELL:  The  hon. 
IfemWr  for  Keofrewshire  (Mr.  Fin  la  j- 
•iin ;  hee  niisod  a  much  larf^er  question 
than  that  which  properly  belong*  to  the 
Hill ;  and  jt^t,  if  that  question  were  din- 
ru»e<Kl,  I  bcliove  it  would  be  found  that 
the  case  of  Glaegow  agointt  the  counti«^ 
ta  a  Yery  strong  one.  The  chief  allt^^^a- 
tion  of  the  hon.  Membor — in  fart,  it  waa 
the  only  remark  he  made  which  waa 
pertinent  to  the  present  question — waa 
that  the  county  authorities  had  not  been 
approachod  properly  in  the'  matter  be- 
fore the  Bill  was  entered  upon.  Now,  I 
am  able  to  say  that  that  ia  altogether  an 
incorrect  statement.  Kvory  elfort  was 
made  on  the  part  of  tho  (Corporation  of 
(}|asg«>w  to  obtain  proper  co  operation 
from  tho  county  authorities ;  and  it  was 
▼ery  largely  because  they  have  not  been 
met  by  the  county  authoritiea  that  this 
Bill  has  been  intit>duced. 

Motion  m^rfHi  U, 

Bill  read  a  aeoond  time,  and    cesi* 

|H>MrE    AND  SANITARY  RFOULA* 
TIONS-KES^^U'TIOS. 

Tiir.  UNDER  SEdlETARY  or 
ST.\TE  n>R  TUE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENr  (Mr.  BaoADDVKsi) :  I  beg  to 
more^ 

**  I  hat  t^«  CoamitU*  of  Moction  do  spptjtnt 
•  i*oaimitt««  D<*1  ei('44«i:uK  Nine  MrmV^n,  to 
«b<tin  fthtit  W  rrfrrrvtl  ail  TriTtttt  B.^it  pro- 
■i<U<l  hy  Mutiirtt-al  and  oth^r  ljnt%\  Authori* 
Uf^  hy  vhicb  it  is  propotrd  to  crasto  pow«n 
r»Uuii|r  to  Toooo  or  bAaitsry  It«in*lstioM 
«kii-h  d«viAto  frtiU.  or  %r*  ia  estoiiaiaa  of,  or 
rvpu^naot  ii>.  thtf»  if«n«rml  Iav  : 

•*'i'hot  HUr.'hnir  Opicr  173a  fthftll  b«  aiipli. 
caU«  to  all  BilU  rvf«YTT«l  to  tho  Mid  <  V'mmtiti  «• 

*'  That  tho  foamtttao  havo  p(>vrr  to  aoiid  fur 
poffsuaa,  papers,  sad  roevfds .  —  1  hat  Fito  ho 
thoqi 


Mm.  SYXli  >N  :  I  think  the  House  is 
entitl«Hl  to  some  explanation  from  th«> 
boo.  Gentleman  who  baa  made  this  im- 
portaiit  M«»tion.  I  am  afraid  that  it  is 
simply  following  in  a  direction  which 
has  bo^n  taken  by  the  House  on  pre- 
Yioos  occasions —namely,  thai  of  with- 
drawiDg  more  and  more  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  House  an  important  class 
of  IVivate  Bosineea.  Bofore  the  Motion 
iaaaaented  to,  I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  boo.  Gentleman  the  Undar  Hecretaij 
vImiI  namb«r  of  Iriah  Member*  he  peo- 


poset  to  place  upon  this  Oommtttee ;  or 
whMher,  as  ha^  usually  bi-en  the  caae, 
it  i«  intended  that  there  shall  only  be 
ono?  Thon,  again,  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
idication  of  (Standing  Order  17«1a  to  all 
Bills  referred  to  this  (^ommittee,  on 
looking  at  that  Standing  Order  I  find 
that  ita  powf«rs  are  most  important ;  and 
I  think  the  House  should  not  cona««nt 
hastily  to  the  appointment  of  a  Commit- 
tt*e  which  i<i  to  exorcise  such  large  and 
tmp<.rtant  powers  without  a  distinct 
statement  of  the  object  with  which  the 
("ommittco  is  to  be  appointed.  I  take 
it  that  a  large  number  of  Private  Bills 
which  have  not  yet  passed  a  seeimd 
rfading  will,  if  the  Resolution  is  paseed, 
be  referred  to  this  (\)mmittee.  Among 
them  maybe  the  Belfast  Main  Drainage 
HiU«  in  which  the  Iriah  Members  are 
much  interested,  and  in  regard  to  which 
I  propose  to  move  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  on  Tuesday,  so  that  it  may 
not  go  to  the  Committee  in  the  ordinary 
way.  I  entirely  object,  therefore,  to  paM 
thia  Resolution  until  we  have  had  a  full 
explanation  with  regard  to  it.  which  we 
are  entitled  to  have;  and  I  think  we 
hare  a  right  to  hear  whether  this  par- 
ticular class  of  Bills  has  increased  in 
number,  or  whether  the  onlinary  Com- 
mittees of  the  House  have  failed  to  deal 
with  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I 
think  the  mo^t  convenient  court^o  would 
be  to  give  the  hon.  (Gentleman  time  for 
a  fuller  explanation ;  and  I  beg,  there- 
fore, to  move  that  the  debate  be  ad- 
joum<<d. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  jiroposed, 
**  That  tho  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 

TiiF  rNDER  BECRETARY  or 
STATE  rt)B  Tiia  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT  Mr.  BaoAiniMr) :  I  think  the 
hon.  Meiiib4»r  ought  to  remember  that 
this  ia  merely  following  the  course 
which  ha«  been  adopt ihI  in  other  See- 
M4>n«.  This  Committee  was  originally 
appointed  in  the  lait  Parliament  aAer  a 
diacu*#ton,  and  by  a  Resolution  in  this 
Houa4«;  and  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Mem- 
b<*r  that  in  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
uiittee  a  proper  and  fair  representation 
will  be  given  to  Ireland.  I  feel  that  I 
am  justified  in  saying  that  if  any  Bill 
affe<*ting  the  Irish*  pe<iple  is  submitted 
to  the  t  '.>mmittoe,  it  will  oertainly  not 
be  neceesary,  in  order  to  e«eure  iu  due 
cooaideratsoo,  to  add  an  Iriah  Mambar 
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to  the  Oommittee.  With  regard  to  the 
object  of  appointing  the  Committee,  I 
may  inform  the  bon.  Member  tbat  it 
is  rather  to  secure  the  protection  of 
the  public  interests  than  any  delega- 
tion of  the  power  of  the  House.  The 
Committee  is  appointed  to  see  that  the 

Eswers  sought  for  by  Corporations  and 
ocal  Bodies  are  not  in  excess  of  the 
general  law  of  the  land.  I  think  the 
House  will  agree  with  mo  that  that  is  a 
very  desirable  object ;  and  I  trust  that 
the  House  will,  therefore,  assent  to  the 
Hesolution.  The  one  function  of  this 
Committee  is  to  see  that  the  usual  regu- 
lations are  adopted.  With  regard  to 
the  loans,  that  is  a  yery  important 
matter ;  and  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  it  is  one  which  makes  a  frequent 
appearance  in  the  Private  Bills  sub- 
mitted to  this  House.  An  important 
function  of  this  Committee  will  be  to 
see  that  the  usual  regulations  in  regard 
to  loans  are  not  exceeded  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  loan.  If  I  remember  aright, 
in  some  of  the  Bills  which  have  been 
introduced  into  this  House  that  period 
has  been  very  considerably  exceeded. 
Further  than  that,  the  Committee  will  be 
empowered  to  see  whether  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  works  contemplated  justify 
60  years'  g^ace  for  repayment,  or  whe- 
ther even  a  shorter  time  should  not  be 
insisted  upon.  I  hope,  after  this  ex- 
planation, that  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  press  the  Motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  The  case  was  fully 
stated  to  the  House  last  year ;  and  the 
hon.  Member  will  see  that  if  the  Refo* 
lution  is  now  aflSrmed  the  number  of 
Members  of  the  Committee,  instead  of 
being  seven,  as  in  last  year,  will  be 
raised  to  nine,  in  order  that  all  sections 
of  the  House  may  be  properly  repre- 
sented upon  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  has  not  re- 
plied to  my  hon.  Friend's  chief  point, 
which  is  this — is  it  proposed  that  the 
Belfast  Bill  shall  bo  referred  to  this 
Committee?  That  question  has  never 
been  answered  at  all.  If  the  Belfast 
Bill  is  to  be  referred  the  Irish  Members 
will  feel  very  much  dissatisiiod,  because 
there  are  a  number  of  very  important 
questions  which  arise  in  connection  with 
that  Bill,  and  we  are  afraid  that  this 
Committee  baa  been  hurriedly  set  up 
for  the  purpoee  of  shunting  upon  it  the 
oonaideration  of  the  BelfaatBill.    The 

Mr,  Broadhunt 


hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the  Committee 
is  proposed  to  be  raised  in  number 
from  seven  to  nine.  If  that  be  so,  I 
think  the  Irish  Bepresentatives  are  en- 
titled to  have  two  Members  on  the  Com- 
mittee. What  we  should  like  to  know, 
therefore,  is  whether  it  is  intended  that 
we  should  have  two  Members  upon  the 
Committee?  I  think  that  would  be  a 
reasonable  way  of  settling  the  question ; 
and  therefore  I  will  ask  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman these  two  questions — Is  the  Bel- 
fast Bill  to  be  referred  to  this  Com- 
mittee ;  and  shall  we  have  two  Members 
upon  it? 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT:  Having  had 
the  honour  of  acting  as  Chairman  of  a 
similar  Committee  for  the  two  last  Ses- 
sions, I  may  inform  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  that,  in  case  of  all 
Bills  referred  to  that  Committee,  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  so  re- 
ferred was  simply  to  ascertain  that  no 
powers  wore  proposed  which  would 
override  the  provisions  of  the  general 
law.  The  object  of  the  Committee  was 
to  prevent  any  such  powers  being  al- 
lowed to  slip  through  without  being 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  House 
and  receiving  its  direct  sanction.  I 
know  nothing  about  the  Belfast  Bill ; 
but  I  presume  that  it  will  take  the  same 
position  as  any  other  Private  Bill.  If  it 
contains  any  such  provision  it  certainly 
will  have  to  go  before  this  Committee. 
May  I  say  a  word  as  to  the  question  of 
Irish  representation  which  has  been 
raised.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  South  Londonderry  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  says  that  he  is  very  anxious  that 
Ireland  should  be.fully  represented  upon 
the  Committee.  Now,  I  remember  that 
the  same  question  was  raised  last  year ; 
and,  on  the  Motion  of  some  Gentleman 
below  the  Gangway,  an  hon.  Member 
from  Ireland  was  placed  on  the  Com- 
mittee. I  am  sorry  to  say,  however, 
that  the  Gentleman  so  appointed  gave  a 
very  scanty  attendance  to  the  meetings 
of  the  Committee  ;  and  if  the  Committto 
this  year  is  to  contsin  Irish  Members  I 
hope  they  will  justify  their  nomination. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  am  not  going  to 
oppose  the  Eesolution  ;  but  I  think  rfiry 
important  reasons  have  been  given  in 
favour  of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
I  do  not  clearly  understand  yet  what 
the  object  of  the  Motion  is ;  and  I  think 
ue  ought  to  have  the  assuraneea  which 
my  hon.  Friend  deairea.    Firat  of  all* 
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whether  the  BolfMt  Bill,  in  which  wo  I 
tftki*   a  Yery    partiruUr  tiitorpnt,  in    to 
!>•  n*f<*rrrH|  to  thia  <V)mmitt(»e.     I  think 
the  Tador  StK^reiary  ought  to  be  able  \ 
t«»  enswtr  that  f[ue^tton.     In  the  second  \ 

Iilac^,  an*  wo  to  und«*mtand  that  two  ! 
riih  M<.*uih««rfi  will  ho  placinl  ujHm 
the  roromitti»o  ?  C  >f  courni*,  our  inton»*t  ] 
in  a  li«*oltition  of  thi^  kind  \n  lar^i-ly  { 
incrfaM*d  by  tho  fart  that  the  Hill  atltn  t-  j 
inff  t-irh  nn  important  city  as  tho  City 
«>f  Ii«*lfa»t  i^  alMKit  to  come  on  in  thi^ 
House.  What  »tnkt*^us  is  this— that  if 
«»nly  ono  Irinh  Monihor  it  to  )h>  put  upon 
the  <\iromittoo  it  miKht  naturally  »ug* 
fCi*st  itM*lf  to  thoso  by  whom  the  (  om- 
mittre  will  be  nominatM  to  appoint  one 
of  tho  Mombors  for  B4*tfitHt.  Now,  that 
is  exactly  what  we  nro  afraid  of.  I 
would  iv>int  out  that  th«*ro  exists  in 
IMfa«t  a  ^^ry  lar^e  population  indeed, 
oonaittinir  of  nearly  one- half  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city»  whose  interesta  are  not 
roproeont*^!  in  this  House.  [A  Imy^h  ] 
Hon.  Menibf^rs  may  lauf^h  at  that  state- 
ment ;  but  it  is  an  ab*oluto  fact,  and  thi* 
interoeta  of  that  large  body  are  entirely 
norrproiMtnti>d  by  the  pros«*nt  Mombi^rs 
for  Helfaftt.  Every  Meml>er  of  the  Na- 
tif>n.il  Party  is  in  the  daily  receipt  of 
l«*ttors  fnim  citir<»ns  in  lk»lfa«t,  urging 
u|Mm  them  to  guard  thfir  int<'n*«>ts  :u 
various  matt<*ni.  This  is  tho  n^ason  why 
w<«d«  Mre  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
until  we  are  in  a  ]H>sition  t4>  s<t»  that  we 
are  not  aacri tiring  the  int<*rosts  of  the 
{M(»pl(*  of  Ii«*lfA»t  who  have  an|>]i<Hl  to 
u«,  t  <>t  ti'ing  n'pn»f»'nt€Hl  by  their  own 
Memb«»rsi,  to  look  after  those  interesta. 
I  would,  therefore,  earnestly  prc^ss  upon 
th«»  Tndrr  Swrotary  the  propriety  of 
poAti«miLg  this  Kcsolution.  so  that  if  ho 
IS  ncK  abl<«  to  giro  tho  information  w«> 
ask  for  to-day  he  may  be  in  a  position 
to  do  «o  on  fwimo  future  (Mtuftlon. 

Till.  (^H.MKMAN  or  WAYS  a5i> 
MKAXS  Mr.  ('oi  ai.xtT  :  The  quos- 
ti'in  whith  has  b^^^n  raii^i'd  on  tho  opp«)- 
Site  It«  tu  hes  has  r'>me  up4in  me  rather 
by  surprise  ;  but  I  think  then*  ought  to 
be  no  real  dtflif  ulty  in  allowing  this  Ite* 
Sfdution  to  pa**  In  tho  tirst  pla<«\  in 
regard  to  the  Belfast  Bill,  1  lH*hoTe  that 
it  has  no  connection  with  the  present 
Gtteetion  at  all.  As  far  as  I  can  gather,  j 
taare  is  nothing  containiHi  in  that  Bill  | 
which  is  repngnant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  nn«*nu  law. 

Mn.  8EXT0N  :  II  ooDtaiAs  an  eatan* 
Mm  of  the  general  law. 


Ma.  roUHTNKY :  I  think  not ;  hut, 
however  that  may  l>i^.  it  is  not  noitssary 
to  dccido  either  ono  way  or  tho  other 
now.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  not  a  Bill 
whirh  extends  the  general  law;  but  the 
Bill  itsolf  will  have  to  bo  oiamino<l,  and 
if  it  is  found  thai  it  contains  anything 
which  IS  at  variant  o  with  the  g«*ner«l 
law  it  will,  no  doubt,  have  to  b(>  ro- 
f erred  t^i  this  (^•l^luitt«'o.  As  to  the 
composition  of  the  CVmimittce,  that  is  a 
nui'*>tion  which  will  liavo  t4»  bo  conii* 
dorod  by  the  House  whon  tho  Monibcra 
of  the  (  ommittee  are  nominated ;  but  it 
cannot  bo  a  g(NMl  reason  for  rejecting  the 
anpointniiut  of  any  (%>mniittee  at  all. 
What  is  now  pro|K>sed  by  tho  I'lider 
Secretary  is  to  appoint  n  (\)mmittoo  of 
iiino  M<*mbi<rs ;  and  whatev<T  view  may 
In>  entf«rtained  aa  to  tho  names  of  the 
Commit t**o  can  be  argued  at  the  proper 
stage  before  an  ultimate  decision  ia 
arrived  at.  At  the  prt*sent  moment,  no* 
thing  can  be  done  in  that  rosp«>ct.  What 
is  now  iM'fore  the  I1ouh<>  in  only  tho  ro« 
appointment  of  the  (  ommittco;  and  I 
4I0  not  think  that  hon.  Members  have 
any  real  obuntion  to  its  re*appointment. 
Of  course,  the  qu«>stion  of  its  composition 
will  be  reserved  until  a  later  period  ;  and 
if  the  names  appear  to  rf4|uire  any  addi« 
tion,  or  are  not  thought  large  enough,  it 
will  be  c«>m|)etent  to  make  a  proposition 
to  that  effect.  It  would  not,  however, 
be  regular  to  do  so  now. 

Mb.  CI^ANCY:  The  (liairman  of 
Ways  and  Meanf»  says  that  this  is  not 
the  time  for  naming  the  Committee;  but 
this  is  precisely  the  time  for  extracting 
an  as«»uran«'e  that  two  Member*  from 
Ireland,  whoevor  they  may  be,  will  be 
placed  upon  it.  In  tho  at»enc«  of  that 
aftsuiance,  I  hopo  tliat  my  hon.  Friend 
will  go  to  a  divi<>ion  ar>on  the  Motion  for 
the  adioumment  of  tho  debate.  I  s«te 
from  the  t<  ruis  of  tho  BoMilution  that 
the  names  will  not  be  submittod  to  the 
House  at  all,  but  that  the  Mcmbo^  of 
tho  Cumniittoo  sh(»u!d  l>e  app(nnte<l  by 
the(*ommitt<»e  cf  >olrction.  That  is  an 
additional  reason  whv  we  should  gi't  an 
a»<«urance  now  from  tho  I *ndfr Secretary 
that  two  Mombors  of  our  Party  will  bo 
placed  upon  the  (^ommittiK*. 

Majob  BArNDKUSoN:  The  hon. 
Member  who  haa  just  spoken  reoueata 
that  two  Members  of  the  Irish  Tarty 
should  be  placed  on  the  Committee.  Bui 
what  is  the  Irish  Party  ?  Her  Majesly*a 
Uovanuiienl  moatclearlj  andefsUnd  that 
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the  Irish  Party  is  not  confined  to  the 
Gentlemen  below  the  Qtmgway. 

The  CHANOELLOK  of  the  EXOHE. 
QUER  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  :  I  do 
not  think  that  the  House  can  enter  into 
a  controyersj  of  that  kind  on  a  Motion 
of  this  nature,  and  I  would  appeal  to 
hon.  Members  who  object  to  the  consti* 
tution  of  the  Committee  not  to  oppose 
this  Beaolution  now.  It  is  impossible  to 
give  any  assurance  now,  because  it  is 
doubtful  whether  this  controverted  Bel- 
fast Bill  will  ever  go  before  the  Com- 
mittee at  all.  All  that  I  can  say  is  that 
if  hon.  Members  opposite  will  allow  this 
Motion  to  pass,  which  only  declares  that 
a  Committee  shall  be  appointed,  I  will 
promise  that,  before  the  oames  are  given 
or  the  matter  finally  settled,  there  shall 
be  a  careful  inquiry.  Hon.  Members 
will,  consequently,  not  be  compromised 
in  any  way  by  assenting  to  this  Resolu- 
tion ;  and  when  the  time  comes  for  nomi- 
nating the  Committee  it  will  be  com- 
petent for  them  to  move  that  an  addi- 
tional Member  be  added  to  it.  That  is 
the  regular  course ;  and  I  hope  that,  as 
this  is  a  Motion  which  may  not  affect 
the  Belfast  Bill  at  all,  but  which  does 
affect  a  great  number  of  questions  in 
which  the  large  towns  and  other  places 
in  Eneland  and  Scotland  are  interested, 
hon.  Members  will  not,  on  the  mere 
hypothesis  that  the  Belfast  Bill  will  go 
before  the  Committee,  prevent  this  Reso- 
lution from  being  passed.  At  the  proper 
stage,  when  the  names  of  the  Committee 
are  proposed,  hon.  Members  opposite 
will  have  a  full  opportunity  of  suggesting 
any  alteration. 

Sir  JOHN  R.  MOWBRAY :  It  would 
be  very  much  to  be  regretted  if  there 
should  be  any  warnth  displayed  upon  a 
subject  of  this  kind,  or  if  it  were  to  lead 
to  any  lengthened  discussion.  My  right 
hon.  f^riend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  not  quite  right  in  the  opi- 
nion he  expressed  that  the  proper  time 
for  considering  the  composition  of  the 
Committee  would  be  when  the  names  are 
submitted  to  the  House.  I  can  give  the 
only  assurance  to  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  that  can  be  given  at  this 
moment.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  to  name  the  Members 
of  this  Committee.  Our  object  will  be  to 
secure  that  the  composition  of  the  Com- 
mittee shall  be  as  strong  as  possible,  and 
that  the  Committee  itself  shall  be  presided 


over  by  an  impartial  Chairman,  so  that  no 
interests,  either  public  or  otherwise,  will 
be  neglected.  I  know  nothing  whatever 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Belfast  Bill ;  but 
if  it  is  necessary  to  bring  it  before  the 
Committee  I  am  certain  that  it  will  re- 
ceive a  fair  and  impartial  consideration. 
I  hope  that,  under  these  circumstancee, 
the  hon.  Member  will  not  press  the 
Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  right  hon.  Gontlen^an  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Selection  (Sir  John 
R.  Mowbray)  will  act  up  to  any  under- 
taking he  may  give,  both  in  regard  to 
the  spirit  and  the  letter,  and  therefore  I 
beg  to  withdraw  the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Qnestion  put. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Sdection  do 
appoint  a  Committee  not  exceeding  nine  If  em- 
ben,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  Prirate  Bills 
promoted  bv  Municipal  and  other  Local  Aatho- 
ritiee,  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  create  povers 
relating  to  Police  or  Sanitary  Regulations  which 
deviate  from,  or  are  in  extension  of,  or  repugnant 
to,  the  General  Law. 

Ordtr$d,  That  SUnding  Order  173a  shall  be 
applicable  to  all  Bills  referred  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Ordered t  That  Five  be  the  quorum. — [Mr, 
Broadhur$t.) 

QUESTIONS. 


POST    OFFICE     (IRELAND) -APPOINT. 
KENT  OF  SURVEYORS*  CLERKS. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Finan> 
cial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  How 
many  officers  from  English  Post  Offices 
were,  during  the  past  ten  years,  ap- 
pointed to  the  position  of  permanent  or 
temporary  surveyor's  clerk  in  Ireland  ; 
how  many  officers  from  such  offices  are 
still  in  such  capacities  in  Ireland  ;  and, 
whether  thece  promotions  in  the  Post 
Office  service  are  reciprocal  between 
Ireland  and  England ;  and,  if  so,  how 
many  Irish  officers  hare  been  trans- 
ferred  to  England  as  permanent  or  tern- 
porary  survevor's  clerks  during  the  same 
period,  and  how  many  Irish  officers  aro 
at  present  in  such  positions  in  Eng* 
land? 

Tbe  SECRETABY  to  the  TREA- 
SLTIY    (Mr.    H.  H.  Fowleb)  :    The 
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aa«w«r  to  iho  hon.  Memb«r  matt  b« 
Terj  much  the  tamo  m  that  giTen  him 
bj  th«  lat«  PoetmMtor  Oanaiml  last 
summer,  wh«a  ho  asked  a  nmilar  Quoa- 
tion.  The  aueetion  of  nationalitj  in  no 
wa^  afff<ctea  the  •eleoiion  of  officers  for 
employment  on  eunreyinfr  duty  in  either 
Kogland,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  thoet*  \ 
officer*  being  chosen  who  are  considered 
\>**%i  quali6<Nl,  without  any  regard  to  the  { 
land  of  their  birth.     During  the  last  10  i 

J  ears  eight  officers  had  been  sent  from  I 
England  to  Ireland  for  emplorment  on  \ 
aonreying  duty,  and  one  from  Ireland  to 
England.    Of  thi«ee,  three  are  still  em- 
ployed in  Ireland. 

PUBLU:  MEETINGS  (IRELAKD)- 
srSECU    OF    MR.    O.     H.    8MITU    AT 

VEWRT 

Mb.  ALKXANl)£It  BLAINE  asked' 
the  <>hief  Secretary  to  the  Lnrd  Lieu- ' 
tanantof  Ireland.  Whether  by  Ihedirec-  ' 
tion  of  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Pro- 1 
bate  in  Ireland,  Mr,  George  Hill  Smith 
was  a  speaker  on  the  platform  at  tho 
S>riplural    Schools,    Downshire   Koad, 
Newry,  on  Friday,  February  19th,  lbH6, 
whete   he    is    reported    to  have   said ' 


**  Hs  wtts  |H*d  of  ths  opporteaitr  in 
vlwr*  Umy  hsil  ■■■I'nihied  in  pohlic  mM>Ctii|r.  to  , 
•rail  til  Mr.  Willum  Kwart  (}U(bti>n<»,  otir 
siMw«r  to  hii  r«r«ot  n^oMt  not  npon  •  p(i»t-  ' 
carl  Uairhtrr),  bat  in  th«  ■hAp*  cf  rr«>«  ' 
lutt'iot  which  «ouM  b«  psj>e«l  thar*  thst  ' 
~«ht .  •* 

and  farther  ho  is  reported  to  have 
said —  I 

**  thsss  tiirhtr-eii  PsrattUiU  M«>»)M»r«  «ot« 
tK*  rrpTMMiUtirM  of  th«  ro<x»nliKhWiri,  tho  Bur* 
4«r«ff«,  sad  th«  ostftU  auioMrt ; '* 

whether  Mr.  O«orge  Ilill  Smith  is  the 
district  registrar  of  the  <>>art  of  Probat** 
at  Armagh;  and,  wh<*thnr  his  conduct 
will  be  taken  into  mnftideration  ? 

Thk  CHIEF  StrRCTARY  (Mr  hm% 
MoauT   :  Mr.  Gsorice  Hill  Smith  is  the  | 
Ihstrict  Registrar  of  tho  Oiurt  of  IVo-  • 
bate  at  Armagh.    The  attention  of  the  ' 
Judg«»  of  the  Court  has  be^^n  called  t^i 
this  question,  and  he  stat<^  thst  th««  at- 
lendaaoe  and  speaking  of  Mr.  Smith  on  , 
the  oorasioa  referred  to  were  not  by  hiii , 
din«ction,  and  without  his  kn<iwl«Klge  or 
sanction.     The  Judgi«  has  appIi«Ml  to  Mr. ' 
Smith  for  an  explanation,  and  he  has 
written  diselaiming  the  accuracy  of  the  ' 


LAW    Avn    jrsnrK    'IRCLaxd)  — 

FIRIK(»  AT  THE  PERMOS-CA8E 
OF  ROBERT  (mhiPER  AXD  J.  (». 
BLEAK  LEY. 

Mb.  ALEXANDER  BLAINE  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  Whether,  at  the 
Winter  Assises  held  at  Omagh,  19th 
December  1HH5,  before  Baron  I>owse, 
two  prisoners,  named  Robert  Cooper  and 
John  O.  Bl<«akley,  were  indicted  for 
firing  at  District  Inspector  Bigley  and  a 
poHoe  patrol;  and,  secondly,  with  an- 
lawful  assembly;  whether  the  Law 
Officer*  of  the  Orown  agreed  to  with- 
draw the  first  indictment,  prisoners 
baring  pleaded  guilty  to  the  second, 
upon  which  they  were  sentenc«Kl  to  a 
month's  imprisonment  with  hard  labour ; 
whether,  at  the  Belfast  Winter  AssiseSi 
llth  December  1882.  Thomas  Mc(^ann, 
of  Lurgan,  was  indicted  for  firing  at  the 
police  and  sentence<l  to  seren  years' 
penal  serritude  by  Mr.  Justice  Hanisoa; 
and,  whether,  in  Tiew  of  the  differenoe 
of  procedure  in  the  similar  cases  by  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  (Vown,  Hor  Ma- 
jesty*s  Government  will  terminate,  after 
nearly  four  years,  the  Imprisonment  of 
Thomas  McCann  ? 

Tbb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jobk 
MoBLSY . :  The  ciroumstaneea  mentioned 
in  the  first  and  seoond  paragraphs  took 
plaee  in  the  time  of  the  late  Ootrem* 
meat ;  and  I  have  no  precise  information 
on  the  subject  The  facts,  I  assume,  are 
correctly  stated.  Thomas  M*Cann  was 
oonrictsd,  as  stated  ;  and  I  am  informed 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  easo.  and 
of  the  other  case  mentioned  in  theQuea* 
tion,  are  by  no  means  analoirnas.  A 
Memorial  was  preeented  by  M'Csnn  to 
I»rd  Camarron,  and  Iy>rd  Camanron  is 
said  to  have  carefully  investigated  the 
case,  and  decided  that  he  could  not  inter* 
fere  with  the  sentence. 

PIERA    AND    HARDOrm    (IRELAND)— 
HARBOUR  WORM  AT  POKEGAL 

Ma.  B.  KELLY  asked  the  Chief  So- 
cretary  to  tho  Ixird  Lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land.  If  he  has  had  his  att«>otion  drawn 
to  the  report  of  Mr.  Sterenvon,  C.E.  on 
the  Donegal  Harbour  Works ;  whether 
he  it  aware  that  the  local  fishermen  at 
Poolhurrin  complain  of  the  daouga  to 
their  nets  from  rocks  and  slooes  left  in 
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the  pool,  and  suggest  remedies ;  whether 
Mr.  Steyenson  has  stated — 

''  These  reqairements  are  all  reasonable  and 
desirable,  and  could  be  easily  carried  out ;  " 

and,  whether  he  will  direct  immediate 
steps  to  he  taken  with  that  ohject  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johk 
Moblby)  :  Mr.  Steyenson  makes  no  re- 
ferences to  damage  to  nets  in  his  Report, 
and  no  complaint  upon  that  point  has 
been  made  to  the  Qoyernment  since 
1881,  when  steps  were  taken  to  remoye 
the  causes  of  complaint.  He  suggested 
improyements  in  these  and  other  works, 
and  I  belieye  the  recommendations  gene- 
rally are  being  considered. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  IRISH  LIGHTS- 
PENSIONS  OF  SERVANTS. 

Ma.  B.  KELLY  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  there 
are  any  situations  under  the  Board  of 
Irish  Lights  filled  by  persons  who  have 
been  in  the  service  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
and  who  haye  receired  therefrom  a  com- 
mutation allowance  or  pension  on  re- 
tirement ;  and,  if  he  wUl  grant  a  Return 
showing  how  many,  what  their  ages  are, 
and  what  is  their  present  pay ;  why  they 
left  the  Navy,  what  rank  they  held  in  the 
Nayy,  and  what  rank  they  hold  now ; 
under  what  circumstances,  On  what  quali- 
fications, and  by  what  authority  they 
were  re-appointed  to  the  public  seryice ; 
and,  will  they  reoeiye  any  further  com- 
mutation allowance  or  pension  on  giving 
up  their  present  appointments  ? 

Thb  president  (Mr.  Mundella)  : 
The  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  in- 
form me  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
on  their  part  in  preparing  such  a  Return, 
though  it  will  necessarily  take  time ;  if 
the  hon.  Member  wishes  to  moye  for  it, 
it  can  be  giyen. 

FISHERY      PIERS      AND      HARBOURS 

(IRELAND)— BUNDORAN,    CO. 

DONEGAL. 

Mb.  B.  KELLY  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  is  aware 
that  the  design  now  being  carried  out  at 
Bundoran,  county  Donegal,  by  the  Board 
of  Works,  for  a  pier  and  harbour  for  the 
fishermen,  will  be  practically  useless  to 
them  when  finished,  as  the  pier  will  be 
too  short  to  break  the  heayy  seas  coming 
oyer  the  rocks,  being  about  fifty  yards 
aboye  low  water;  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  a  chasm  exists  between  the  pier  and 
a  large  rock,  through  which  the  sea 

Mr.  B.  KMy 


rushes  with  such  yiolence  that  no  boat 
could  come  in  without  great  risk  of  being 
swamped,  and  that  the  channel  being 
now  cut  to  the  sea  is  in  a  wrong  direc- 
tion, as  it  does  not  go  towards  the  deep 
water;  whether  the  wall  built  at  the 
landward  end  of  the  boat-slip  interferes 
with  the  public  right  of  way ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made 
into  these  complaints  by  some  Engineer 
who  is  thoroughly  independent  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  and,  if  found  sub- 
stantial, direct  such  an  alteration  in  the 
design  as  will  preyent  the  expenditure 
of  a  large  sum  of  money  being  thrown 
away? 

The  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  fl.  H.  Fowlkr)  :  The  pier- 
head will  be  more  than  100  yards  from 
the  present  low  water  line.  The  pre- 
sent channel  will  be  widened  and  deep- 
ened to  low  water.  It  is  in  the  right 
direction.  The  work  will  not  be  prac- 
tically useless  when  finished.  There  is 
a  rock  about  four  yards  from  the  pier- 
head, which  rises  about  nine  feet  aboye 
low  water;  but  the  space  between  will  be 
filled  with  concrete.  The  Board  of 
Works  approyed,  on  the  18th  September 
last,  of  the  construction  of  a  flight  of 
steps  to  preserye  the  right  of  way  lo  the 
shore. 

ARMY  cAUXILIARY  FORCffiS)— THB 
IRISH  MILITIA. 

Ma.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  When  will  oflScers 
from  the  Regular  Forces  be  appointed 
to  those  Irish  Militia  Regiments  which 
are  still  under  the  disady^ntage  of 
having  Adjutants  under  the  old  system, 
some  of  whom  have  left  the  senrice 
oyer  twenty  years,  and  are  therefore 
unacquainted  with  the  new  principles  of 
drill? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Campbell  -  Baxxerscan)  :  The  Irish 
Militia  adjutants,  of  whom  nine  remain 
attached  to  Irish  Militia  battalions,  will 
be  replaced,  as  yacancies  arise,  by  regi- 
mental officers  on  the  actiyo  list;  but 
they  are  not  liable  to  compulsory  retire- 
ment till  they  reach  the  age  of  55  years. 
Only  two  will  reach  that  age  during  the 
next  fiye  years. 

COLONIAL  EGGLB8IASTICAL 
APPOINT1ISNT8. 
Mb.  henry  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Under  Secretax^of  State  for  theOolouMy 
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VThMhc^r,  ar^rdtng  to  the  Colonml  re- 1  elei^men  vasUiat  he  **  could  noloo|^ 
ftttlatioiui,  a  clergjman  oen  be  removiHl  ooaMciontioQelyomploTllirniinthoMmd 
fruin    the  Ivvlo^ia^tcal   EAtAblishment    miniiitrjr.*'     It  appears,  howeviT,  to  haro 


of  the  Inlaod  of  Mauritiue  onlj  upon 
th«>  commiMion  of  tome  offence,  or  for  a 
<l<«r«*Hrtton  of  duty  ;  whether  tho  head  of 
the  !•>«  le^iantical  Dt^partment  haa  avktNl 
liim  to  deprive  two  clergymen  of  their 
ap|vnntai<»nta ;  whether  the  roa«)n  given 
for  thin  ounu*  by  the  Chiof  K.^lvHiaattc 
ta  that  theAO  two  cl«>rgym«m  wore  not  in- 
r  »rponit«*d  in  his  di'K't»«e,  or  wore  only 
atr^tptM  for  three  years;  whether  it  is 
true   that   tho  (^arJinal  IVefect  of  tho 
l*n>paganda,  to  whom   an   appeal  was 
nivle  in  thi^  rase,  has  delirerea  to  these 
two  rh  r.jym«*n  the  hi^^heM  cortifirati'S  of 
go  mI   conduct  and  titnoM   for  the  dis- 
charge of  th(*ir  iHTlosiastical  functions; 
whi^thor,  in   the  case  of  one  of  these 
Itt*v«»r««nd  gontl««men  a  medical  certificate 
was  sup|>Hol  to  the  (iovf^mment  before 
hi«  ap|M»mtm4*nt  stating  that  he  was  fit 
fi>r  t<«n  Tears'  sonrice  in  a  tri)pical  cli- 
mat** ;  whether  this  c<*rtificate  was  sup- 
plied by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spencer,  tho  ro- 
|>rt'«««ntativo  of  tho  Ilishop  to  Flngland ; 
whether  he.  s<>mn  time  nince,  thought  it 
his  duty  to  inform  tho  Bishop  of  Mauri- 
tiut  that,  instead  of  removing  these  gen- 
tlv^men  from  the  Efvlesiastical  »tab!i«h* 
meot,  he  waa  obliged  to  protect  them 
fp>m  the  p«*rsecution  to  which  they  wen« 
aubj««ct«d;    an<t   whether  the  Uovern- 
ni»ot  intend  taking  any,  and,  if  so,  what 
aUifia  to  protect  cli«rgymen  in  the  Mauri- 
tius holding  a  C4»iuoii*sion  under  Her 
MaJMty's  (ttivemnifnt  ? 

The  UNDKU  SRCItETAKT  oi 
BTATK  Mr.  (>'»jw»axi:  Mobo%3c  :  The 
Tolonial  rf^pTuIations  relating  to  tho  ri'- 
nioval  of  public  ofRcvrs  do  not  apply  to    additional  works  at  this  harl>our  under 


b<*en  held  by  the  Court  of  Rome  that 
they  wore  not  afRUate4l  to  the  diocose, 
but  only  taken  into  the  service  of  that 
Mission  for  three  years.  The  clergymen 
have  proilucod  v  >pies  of  oertiBcntos,  from 
the  (^ardinal  Prefect  of  the  Pr«>pagaoda, 
of  g  M>d  condu<^  and  fitness  for  the  oxer- 
citfo  of  spiritual  functions.  A  certificato 
was  pnxluced  by  Mr.  Spencor,  the 
Bishop's  repreeentative  in  England, 
upon  tho  appointment  of  one  of  these 
clergymen,  that  he  waa  '*fit  to  undergo 
a  longthenod  S4*rvioo  in  a  tropical  cli- 
roato."  The  Government  are  not  aware 
that  such  clergymen  require  any  protec- 
tion, nor  do  they  hold  any  commisfion 
under  Iler  Majcnty's  Uoremment. 

FISHERY  PIEIia  AND  llAUnorRS  (IRE- 
LAND^-BrNNATHUoUAN  PlER,tX>. 
IX)KE(1AU 

Mb.  B.  KKLLY  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  is  awara 
that  a  Urge  Ixidy  of  6shermen  who  fre- 
quent Bunnatroohan  Pier  and  Ilarbour, 
county  I>onegal,  applied  to  the  Board 
of  Works  by  momorial  to  have  certain 
additional  works  carried  out  to  aa  to 
make  the  harbour  us«*ful  and  safe  to  the 
fishormou  ;  whethor  any  report  has  siu«H> 
Imh«u  received  as  to  the  necessity  for  such 
works ;  and,  if  thero  l>e  any  likelihi'oil 
of  thoir  bi'iug  carrioti  out  to  prevont  the 
great  damage  and  injury  to  the  boata 
frequentinir  the  harbour  ? 

TiiK  SKi^HKrAUV  T»>  THK  TREA. 
STTRY  Mr.  II.  II.  Fowlrh}  :  A  Memo- 
rial  nuini*rously  aigned  wae  receiviHl  for 


rlt-rgymen  on  tht*  Roman  C^atholic  E^tab- 
li*hm«*nt  of   Mauritius.     Ii  the  Roman 


('Ath«>lic  Bi*h«»p  of  Mauntius  depnvrii  a 

flTiTyman  of  his  spiritual  fuuMions  in  |  works  at  Bunnatroohan,  no  Ro(M>rt  haa 


tho  Soa  Fi»horie«  ; Ireland  Act.  1HH3. 
Tho  Commissi«iDers  appointed  under  that 
.\ct  not  having  allocated  any  funds  for 

R 


•liop  of  Mai 

of  his  •piri 
tho   i«land,   ho    is    romovod   fn>m    the    boen  mado.     Th*«  )»roposed  works  would 
Establishment  unl**s«  tho  deprivation  i«  ,  much  improve  the  harbour. 
f(»ror««4   by  a    su|>ori'»r    Ei-i'Ie«iaMi<al  I 

authority.     The  (?iTil  tiovemmont  d«M.^    UKW  AStiJV^TVK  'IkELAKl))-(H)rRT 
not  r»*view  the  din  iMon  of  tho  Bi«h'»p. 
The  Bi«hop  recently  doprivwl  two  clorjf y- 
men  of  thotr  spiritual  funrtions.     Thoy 

were  rouined  on  tho  Oublt^hmont  ■  piojy^ti^  Sani^retary  to  th<«  Treasury, 
ponding  an  appeal  to  tho  Ctiurt  of  Rome ;  '  If  the  24Mh  Gonoral  Ordor  of  the  Irish 
and  as  the  ap]H>ol  did  not  result  in  thoir  ,  (;„urt  of   Bankruptcy,   which   provides 

bi*ing  r«*instati«d  in  the  di(>oo«o.  they  havo    ^^^ 

hi^m  romovM  from  the  EMsbli»hment  «  EsA  (Mlriid  AssMraotsbsll  sccount  oocest 
The  reason  asaigned  to  tha  Oovemmont  ^^  ,a  -wy  sis  tm^enUr  month*  in  rwy  nO- 
by  tha  Biahop  for  tha  removal  of  tho   ter  of  Uaknipt^y  or  srvsagractit  to  which  he 


(IF  HASKurrn  v-MU.  i.  ii.  deer. 
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■ball  have  been  nominated  aa  aforeaaid,  and 
oftener  if  bo  directed  by  tbe  Court/' 

has  been  complied  with  by  Mr.  L.  H. 
Deeringy  Official  Assignee  of  said  Court, 
since  his  appointment ;  if  not,  can  any 
reason  be  assigned  for  its  disobedience, 
and  if  its  non-observance  has  ever  been 
reported  to  the  Court  by  the  responsible 
officer  of  the  Court,  the  Chief  Eegis- 
trar ;  and,  has  the  said  Mr.  L.  H.  Deer- 
ing  ever  transferred  money  from  one 
estate  account  to  another,  or  to  his  pri- 
vate account,  known  as  ''The  Official 
Assignee's  Account,"  on  his  separate 
andindividual cheque  or  letter,  addressed 
to  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Bank 
of  Ireland ;  or  lodged,  paid,  or  trans- 
ferred money,  stock,  or  securities  at  any 
time  in  his  capacity  as  Official  Assignee 
otherwise  than  as  provided  by  sec.  6 1  of 
20  and  21  Vic.  o.  60,  and  the  242nd  and 
243rd  Oeneral  Orders  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowi^Ba) :  From  an 
explanation  furnished  by  the  Official 
Assignee,  there  would  appear  to  have 
been  some  laxity  of  practice  in  the 
matters  referred  to  in  the  Question.  The 
circumstances  will  be  at  once  brought  to 
the  attention  of  a  Committee  which  was 
appointed  at  the  suggestion  of  the  late 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  which 
is  now  sitting,  to  inquire  into  the  regu- 
lations under  which  the  duties  of  Official 
Assignees  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy 
are  performed,  and  to  suggest  any  altera- 
tions which  Qiay  appear  to  them  de- 
sirable. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE   POST- 
MASTER AT  BALA. 

Mb.  henry  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  it  is  the  fact  that  David  Evans, 
the  Postmaster  of  Bala,  died  on  1st 
January  of  the  present  year ;  whether, 
in  consequence  of  ill-health,  Mr.  Evans 
was  unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  of 
the  office  for  a  considerable  time  prior 
to  his  death;  whether,  during  this 
period,  Mrs.  Evans  efficiently  performed 
the  duties  appertaining  to  tno  office ; 
whether,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
she  applied  for  the  position ;  whether 
an  infiuentially-signed  Memorial  on  her 
behalf  was  forwarded  to  the  Postmaster 
Oeneral,  praying  that  she  might  be  ap- 
pointed Postmistress ;  whether,  notwith- 
standing her  efficiency  and  the  local 
feeling  expressed  through  the  Memorial 

Mr.  P$Ur  M'lhnM 


in  her  behalf,  the  Postmaster  Oeneral 
refused  to  recognise  her  claims,  and  ap- 
pointed a  local  Conservatiye  instead; 
whether  the  man  appointed  signed  the 
Memorial  in  question  ;  whether  the  re- 
moval of  the  office  from  the  house  of 
Mr.  Evans  has  yet  taken  place;  and, 
whether  he  will  reconsider  the  matter 
with  a  view  to  the  appointment  of  this 
lady? 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  thk  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Abhold  MoBunr),  in  reply, 
said,  he  found  that  Mr.  Evans  died 
on  Uie  1st  of  January ;  and,  for  some 
time  previous  to  his  death,  the  work 
was  fairly  well  done  by  Mrs.  Evans. 
A  Memorial  on  her  behiJf  was  received. 
The  yacancy  was  reported  to  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  13th  of  January,  and  on  the 
Ist  of  February  the  office  was  filled  up  in 
the  usual  way  by  his  Predecessor*  who 
appointed  John  Williams.  William  a 
might  have  signed  the  Memorial  on 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Evans,  as  the  name  of 
John  Williams  appeared  frequently 
amongst  the  signatures.  The  office  had 
not  yet  been  removed  from  Mrs.  Evans' 
house;  but  the  appoiotment  had  been 
completed,  so  far  as  the  Treasury  was 
concerned,  and  he  had  no  power  to  re- 
open the  matter  unless  a  vacancy  was 
again  reported. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)^EHECTION 
OF  A  TELEGRAPH  POLE  OK  PRI- 
VATE  PROPERTY  AT  ENKISKILLEN. 

Ma.  HENRY  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  it 
is  the  fact  that  the  Postal  Telegraph 
Department  in  the  year  1879  erected  a 
telegraph  pole  in  the  private  yard  of 
David  M'Oaw,  Enniskillen,  without  that 
gentleman's  permission ;  whether  a  re- 
port, and,  if  so,  to  what  effect,  was  made 
by  the  assistant  engineer  in  reference  to 
this  pole  ;  whether  the  wires  are  now 
cut  away  from  the  pole  in  question, 
leaving  it,  in  the  event  of  a  storm,  dan- 
gerous to  life  and  property;  whether 
notice  has  been  given  to  the  Postmaster 
Oeneral  by  M'Oaw  that  he  requires  pos- 
session of  the  ground  occupied  by  tbe 
pole  for  building  and  sanitary  purposee ; 
whether  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  will 
cause  this  obstruction  to  be  at  once  re> 
moved ;  and,  whether  he  will  give  jn- 
structions  that  a  fair  amount  of  compen- 
sation  be  paid  to  M*Oaw  as  rent  for  the 
space  upon  whioh  the  pole  now  alaad% 
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and  luM  flood  during  the  pMt  ttren 

'  Tnu  BETRETARY  td  thi  TREA- 
srRY  Mr.  II.  H.  Fowlee  :  A  ivU- 
pprftph  it<>lo  was  orfH«t4*il  in  1879  in  a 
|irtvat«i  yarU  h«loaginf(to  l>AYid  M'Uaw. 
of  Knni^killon,  and  next  to  p  t*miiM>(i 
th«»n  r^ntM  from  him  by  the  post mantcr 
fi»r  tho  pMt-olRco.  The  Inspector  of 
T«d«*irr«php,  who  put  up  the  pole,  has 
r^p«>rt<«a  that  it  was  orofttnl  with  Mr. 
M  '<  f aw*s  full  eons4>nt.  No  claim  for  ront 
in  resp4«ct  of  this  p<ilo  was  made  by  Mr. 
MUaw  until  18H3,  when  th^  po^tmnstor, 
hariog  moved  the  post-oiRco  to  other 
premises,  dilferenros  aroM>  betwi«on  him 
and  Mr.  M'Gaw,  resulting  in  a  lawsuit. 
Htn<*e  the  remoral  of  the  post-oflire 
th«*  IN>stma«ter  (}oneral  baa  re|>«*att»dly 
<»ir«>nHl  to  remove  tho  polo ;  but  Mr. 
M'Uaw  has  {N*rsistently  refused,  and 
still  refusAA,  to  allow  it  to  bo  removed, 
except  on  payment  of  an  exorbitant 
<omi^n«ation.  The  win*s  have  Im^ou 
rem<»Ted,  but  tho  p>le  is  liolted  into  a 
wall. 

THE    MtrrRoroUTAX    POMCE-^IK 
KOMUM)  IIKSDEHSON. 

SiB  ROBKKT  FOWLER  asked  the 
H^vretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  Depart* 
mont,  Whoiher  the  Polico  under  Sir 
r««lmund  IIender»(»n  have  eHif*iently 
n«aintain<«d  ord^r  and  re««p<^t  for  pro- 
p<rty  in  the  Metropolis  during  sevvn- 
t«*^n  y<*.irs;  and.  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  Sir  Ivluiund  Ilt>nclor«on*s  nn-^oa- 
ti  m  was  ar^ptral  within  a  few  hours  of 
it«  b«»ing  t««nd(*riHl,  and  before  the  Ke- 
pi>rt  of  tho  (\immittoo  u|)on  the  disturb- 
ar.i«««  of  8th  Febnianr  was  ma  b*  known 
to  Parliam^'nt  and  thi*  (^>untry,  without 
any  arknowledgment  of   his   long  ser- 

Till  SECRETARY  or  STATE  Mi. 
rniu*r.a«  :  Inr«*plyto  my  hon.  Fn4*nd. 
I  W'luld  sav  that  Sir  IMmund  IIend«*r- 
si»n  has  done  murh  tf>  di*M*rvo  th<*  );rati- 
todo  of  thi*  pu)>ti<'  f«T  tbo  maniivr  in 
whic  h  the  |M»lir«»  under  his  ehar^c  hnvf 
maintained  or«ler  in  tho  Metrop 'li^  f*ir  I 
tr.  »ny  years  Though  Sir  K  Imund  li<*n- 
di<r*on*s  re«i(niation  was  firmslly  ar. 
r<»pted  shortly  aft^r  bein^r  tendered,  y<*t 
I  was  awam  for  some  Itttle  timo  pre* 
vi-Mialy  that  Sir  E<lmnnd  int«*ndea  to 
send  in  his  resij^afi'in.  To|rt*ther  with 
the  oCBcial  letter  arci«ptinff  the  resigna- 
tion»  I  WToCa  a  separate  note,  expreMJng 
my  ragral  that  thia  dnly  akoiild  have 

VOL.   OCX?IL      [ruiao  »Xsim  ; 


fallea  upon  ma,  and  my  appraeiatioii  of 
his  past  services.  In  an  official  letter 
written  to  the  Treasury  on  the  subji«ct 
of  peneion,  I  again  expresiM^d  my  sense 
for  Sir  Etlmund  Ilenderpon's  servir<»«, 
and  I  replied  in  similar  terms  lo  tho 
letter  in  which  ho  a«ked  me  to  write  to 
tho  Treasury.  I  have  n«s(v.)n  to  believe 
that  Sir  E<lmund  Henderson  is  com* 
pletiOy  satisiied  with  the  n»cognition 
which  ha^  been  aocc»r«lt*d  to  his  long  and 
faithful  M«rvire. 

Sir  henry  TYLER:  Aristngoutof 
that  Uueiition,  I  beg  to  ask  whe:h«<r  any 
pensicn  has  been  awarded  to  Sir  Edmund 
ilendern«>n  ? 

Mn.  (  HILDERS:  No;  not  yeU  I 
have  sfHiken  of  a  letter  written  to  the 
Treasury  on  the  subjort;  but  my  hon. 
Friend  is  probably  aware  that  letters  of 
that  kind  to  the  Treasury  are  not  an- 
swered in  leas  than  a  few  days. 

PRXSIONS. 

Ma.  BRADLAUGU  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  tho  Treasury,  If  the  four  sums 
heretofore  annually  voted  by  this  House 
to  thn  heira  of  Sir  Thomas  CIarge«,  to 
the  Duchv  of  Ijancaster,  to  the  I>uke  of 
Rutland,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Norfidk  ro- 
tp'^ctively,  have  been,  since  1st  January 
1  hH  1 ,  commuttHl  as  if  p<>rmanent  charg«*s 
and  on  the  sime  basis  as  p«»nsions  in 
perpetuity  authoris«*d  by  statute ;  and, 
if  so,  under  «  hat  authority  ? 

Tiix  SEritEFARY  to  toe  TREA- 
Sl'RY  ;Mr.  H.  II.  Fnwu.a):  The  four 
sums  referred  to  bv  the  hon.  Meml»er 
have  been  ommutiHi  since  January  1, 
iNHl,  under  the  authority  of  the  Acta 
96  &  37  rtci.  e.Sl,  and  48  IVf.  c.  1, 
Consolidated  Fund  JVrmanent  Chargoa 
Re<lemption'  Act«,  1H73  and  1883,  by 
which  th«'  Treasury  is  authorixed  to  oon* 
tract  fr>r  the  n^^lemption  of  any  annuity, 
as  de6ne<l  in  those  Acts,  charged  on  or 
payable  out  of  the  (\jnsoIidat<Hi  Fund 
of  the  rnit«Nl  Kingtlom,  or  moneys  pro* 
vidod  by  I'arUani«*nt  iMther  in  perpetuity 
or  for  a  p«  i'hI  not  deti>rminable  with  tlm 
lifo  of  the  individual  to  wht»m  th<«  sann^ 
is  for  the  timo  b'^mg  payal  le.  The  rt  - 
d<'mpti  us  w«»re  madi*  on  the  same  baMs 
as  the  ri*<lonipti«in  of  othi*r  |H»rmauent 
« barges  under  the  Aits  to  which  I  have 
ref««rrcd. 

Ma.  BRADLArOH  a.ki».l  the  Skw- 
tary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  a  Copy  of  the  dit^la- 
ration  of  tmal  actually  executed  by  th«» 
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Fint  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Sir 
Oharles  Mills,  baronet,  as  to  lands  pur- 
chased prior  to  the  present  reign,  out  of 
a  sum  of  £633,333  6«.  ^d.  invested  to 
secure  the  perpetual  annual  payment  of 
£19,000  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond ;  and, 
whether  he  will  also  lay  upon  the  Table 
Copies  of  any  other  declarations  of 
trust  executed  as  to  other  lands  subse* 
quently  purchased  out  of  the  same 
moneys  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler):  I  can 
hardly  answer  this  Question  without  a 
word  or  two  of  explanation.  The  original 
pension  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was 
granted  by  Charles  II.  [Cri>*  of  **What 
for?"]  A  duty  of  It.  per  chaldron  on 
coals  exported  from  the  Tyne  and  con- 
sumed in  England  was  granted  under 
Letters  Patent  of  December  18, 1676,  to 
the  Duke  of  Richmond.  This'pension 
was  commuted  into  an  annuity  of 
£19,000,  charged  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  from  July  5,  1799,  under  the  Acts 
89  Om.  in.  0.  3,  and  39  k  40  Geo.  III. 
0.  143.  The  annuity  was  commuted 
under  provisions  in  those  Acts  for  a 
sum  of  £490,833  lit.  6i/.,  which  sum 
was  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
£633,333  6f.  9d.  Consols.  By  the  Act 
«'!9  &  40  0$o,  ni.,  c.  103,  a  portion 
(£485,434  4«.  Id.)  of  this  Stock  was  sold 
and  invested  in  land,  and  by  the  Act 
1  Vict,  c.  34,  power  was  given  to  sell 
the  balance  of  Stock  remaining  and  to 
invest  it  in  land.  The  commutation 
money  and  the  lands  in  the  purchase  of 
which  it  has  been  laid  out  were  vested 
in  Trustees,  of  whom  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  is  one.  The  present  Trus- 
tees are  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  time  being  and  Lord  Hillingdon. 
The  lands  purchased  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Acts  will  revert  to  the  Crown 
in  default  of  male  issue  of  the  first  Duke 
of  Richmond.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  the  declarations  of  trust  referred 
to  in  the  Question  ;  but  I  may  point  out 
that  as  regards  the  estates  purchased 
before  the  Act  1  Vid,  c.  34,  the  form  of 
declaration  to  be  made  by  the  Trustees 
is  prescribed  in  the  second  Schedule  to 
the  Act. 

Mb.  BRADLAUOH  :  Will  the  hon. 
Oentleman  give  the  House  the  date  and 
the  names  of  the  Trustees  in  the  docu- 
ment as  executed?  The  draft  of  the 
declaration  is  there,  but  I  have  been 
unable  to  see  the  declaration  itself. 

Mr.  Bradkmgh 


Mn.  H.  H.  FOWLER :  If  my  hon. 
Friend  will  put  down  a  Question  em- 
bodying the  aetails  he  wants,  I  will  en- 
deavour to  accede  to  his  request. 

Mn.  LABOUCHERE :  Can  the  hon. 
Oentleman  state  to  the  House  for  what 
services  these  pensions  were  granted  ? 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER:  That  Ques- 
tion, I  think,  ought  to  have  been  asked 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in  the 
year  1676. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE   (lAELAND)— CASK 
OF  MORGAN  BRIEN,  CORK  WINTEK 

A88IZE8. 

Mb.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lientenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether,  in  the  case  of  Morgan 
Brien,  charged  at  last  Winter  Assizers 
at  Cork  with  wilful  murder,  the  trial  was 
put  back  after  the  case  had  been  called 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Assixes,  to 
fully  a  month  later,  at  great  inconveni- 
ence to  many  witnesses  who  were  sub- 
pcelkaed  from  long  distances ;  whether 
two  of  the  witnesses  for  the  Crown  were 
medical  gentlemen  holding  official  ap- 
pointments, one  as  dispenssry  doctor, 
the  other  as  doctor  of  a  workhouse; 
whether  these  gentlemen  received  the 
sum  of  £110  each  as  expenses  for  their 
services ;  if  not,  could  he  state  how  much 
they  did  receive ;  whether  one  of  them. 
Dr.  Hall,  of  Silvermines  Dispensaiy, 
Nenagh  Union,  has  since  sent  in  a  bill 
to  the  guardians  for  £  1 4  for  the  salary  of 
his  locum  tenens  during  his  absence ; 
whether  both  of  these  medical  witnesses 
are  connexions  of  the  Crown  Prosecutor 
in  the  case,  Mr.  George  Bolton;  whe- 
ther he  (Mr.  Bolton)  allowed  it  to  go  to 
the  jury  that  the  prisoner  was  in  the 
employment  of  Lord  Dunally  as  game- 
keeper, and  that  he  was  boycotteo,  and 
had  only  acted  in  self-defence ;  whether 
the  result  was  a  verdict  of  guilty  in  the 
minor  charge  of  manslaughter;  whether 
Lord  Dunally  at  once  contradicted  the 
statement  put  forward  by  the  Crown 
Prosecutor  that  prisoner  had  been  in  his 
employment;  and,  what  steps  will  be 
taken  with  regard  to  Mr.  Bolton's  action 
in  the  case? 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johx 
Moblbt^:  There  were  two  postpone- 
ments oi  this  trial.  The  first,  to  enable 
counsel  who  were  assigned  for  the  de- 
fence by  the  Judge  to  consider  their 
case ;  the  second,  in  oonaequenoe  of  a  oer- 
tiiioate  of  the  prison  phyndaa,  that  the 


IMt 


L§m  4md 


{FnmrAmT  26,  tSS6|        Jusiit4  iEmfknd).      ISSa 


pritoa«rvMtooiUtoappMr«  Tvom^di- 
eal  gvollMDon  ver«  witnaMM  in  the  oate. 
A  brother  of  one  of  them  ie  married  to  a 
aieler  of  Mr.  Bolton.  The  other  ie  no 
conneolion  of  hie.  They  were  paid  their 
expeaeee  bj  Mr.  Bolton  aeoording  to 
Treaeary  ecale,  Dr.  Minnett  receiring 
£75  \0s.,  and  Dr.  IlaU  £76  6f.  Dr. 
If  all  eeni  in  a  claim  for  hie  eubetitute, 
which  the  Ooardiane  hare  refoeed.  Evi- 
denco  wae  giron  for  the  priaoner  that 
he  had  aeted  ae  gamekeeper  for  Lord 
Dunallj  ftnd  had  lu^en  **  Bojcotted,"  and 
hi*  oouneel  argued  that  he  might  have 
fired  the  ehot  in  self 'defence;  but  Mr. 
Ikilton  did  not  put  forward  or  adopt  any 
euch  euggeetion,  and  the  Judge  told  the 
jury  there  wae  not  eufficient  evidence  of 
the  prisoner  1km og  gameki^per  to  Ix)ni 
Dunally,  who  wae  not  at  the  Assixee. 

NAVY-SrPPLY  OF  CUTLAh'SES. 

Da.  CAMKRON  aeked  the  SecreUry 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  the  cutlaaeoe 
in  UM  in  the  Nary  were  procunnl  from 
the  same  manufacturers  as  have  supplied 
swords  to  the  Army;  and,  whether  the 
t4^ts  to  which  they  w<»re  subjoctod  dtf- 
fi»red  from  those  which,  in  the  case  of 
the  Army,  have  recently  been  abandoned 
as  insufficient? 

Th«  srRVEYOR  GENERAL  ok 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Wo*»i>all  (who  re- 
plit*d):  No  Navy  cutlasses  havo  b««on 
prt>cQn*d  fn>m  any  source  for  the  last 
21  years  In  1H68-9  some  were  ob- 
taini^d  from  Germany ;  but  the  great 
majority  of  those  in  uee  in  the  Ko}al 
Navy  were  produced  by  various  English 
firms  two  of  whom  also  suppiird 
<*avalry  swords.  Of  the  firms  referred 
ti>  only  one  now  survives.  The  tests 
for  rutla«see  differed  frmn  thoee  for 
swords  becaus«*  the  blades  were  of  dif- 
ff>rent  pattrm.  Last  year  50  cutlasses 
were  takt»n  at  random  from  store  and 
wore  subjactwl  to  a  s«*Tere  test  with 
satisfactory  r<»sults.  The  whole  will  be 
re-teeted  as  eoon  as  the  testing  of  the 
bayonets  is  completed. 

MErrKoPDUS-MEETlX^'M  IX  HYDE 

PARK. 

Me.  ADDISON  asked  th<*  8<^rotary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  thrse  waggons 
were  brought  into  liyde  Park  on  Sunday 
laal;  whether  this  was  done  with  his 
eanetion ;  and,  whethar  it  is  ptopoaed  to 


interfere  in  future  with  the  nee  of  the 
Park  on  Sundays  by  the  admisaion  of 
auoh  vehicles  ? 

Tub  SECRETARY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
CniLOBRs; :  Yes,  Sir.  It  is  true  thai 
throe  waggons  were  brought  into  the 
Park  on  Sunday  last,  as  has  b««en  the 
custom  since  1 884 .  The  Office  of  Works 
18  the  authority  from  whom  sanction 
should  be  obtained.  I  am  told  thai  on 
this  occasion  it  was  not  asked,  and  the 
waggons  were  admitted  on  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
police.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  Office  of 
Works  to  decide  what  regulations  should 
bo  adopted  in  future.  But  I  approve  of 
the  action  of  the  police  officer  on  this 
occasion. 


LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (ENGLAND)- 
PUBUC  EXECTTIOKS, 

Sim  JOSEPH  PEASE  asked  the  Be- 
cretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in 
the  public  prints^  that  a  baronet^  whose 
name  and  address  are  given,  has  been 
allowed  to  act  as  *'  amateur  hangman  " 
at  one  or  more  recent  executions ;  whe- 
ther such  a  proceeding  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Home  Office ;  and,  whe- 
ther remonstrances  have  been  addressed 
to  the  parties  responsible  for  carrying 
out  the  sentence  of  death  in  the  ease  or 
cas«s  in  question  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
CaiLDUtfl  :  In  reply,  I  would  remind 
my  hon.  Friend  that  the  Home  Office  is 
not  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of 
the  sent4*nce  of  death  in  any  particular 
case.  That  duty  rests  with  the  High 
bheriff  of  the  countv;  but  the  Home 
SfHretary  has  power  by  Statute  to  make 
ptovi»ion  for  guarding  against  any  abuse 
in  the  mode  of  carrying  out  executions. 
I  havo  had  no  official  correspondence  as 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Baronet  referred 
to ;  but,  to  guard  against  such  abuses  in 
the  futurOt  1  have  given  instructions  for 
the  issue  of  a  (*iroular  to  the  High 
Sheriffs  to  the  effect  that  no  person  shall 
be  allowed  to  atsist  the  hangman  except 
on  the  personal  approval  of  the  High 
Sheriff. 

Mn.  O'KELLY  asked  whether  the 
Government  would  offer  a  permanent 
situation  to  the  panoo  in  queation  ? 


[No  reply.] 
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THE  EASTERN  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY. 

Mb.  HUTTON  aaked  the  Under  Se- 
oretary  of  State  for  the  ColoDies,  Whe- 
ther, under  the  Contract  of  the  19th 
January  with  the  Eastern  Telegraph 
Company,  it  is  intended  that  the  British 
Settlements  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa 
shall  contribute  any  portion  of  the 
annual  subsidy  of  £19,000  to  be  paid  to 
that  Company ;  and,  if  there  is  such  in- 
tention, what  proportion  or  sum  is  to  be 
contributed  by  each  of  the  five  Settle- 
ments named  in  the  Contract  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Ofbornb  Moboan)  :  I  am 
informed  that  the  West  African  Colonies 
are  to  contribute  £5,000  a-year  to  the 
subsidy  in  question,  and  the  Colonial 
Office  proposes  that  this  contribution 
should  DC  divided  among^  the  four  Colo- 
nies Sierra  Leone,  Gambia,  Gold  Coast, 
and  Lagos  on  the  following  scale  roughly 
proportioned  to  their  revenues : — Sierra 
Leone,  £1,300;  Gambia,  £500;  Gold 
Coast,  £2,200 ;  Lagos,  £1,000.  The  fifth 
Settlement  mentioned  in  the  contract  is 
the  Niger  territory;  but  there  can  be  at 
present  no  question  of  its  contributing 
towards  the  subsidy,  as  no  system  of 
gOTemment  or  revenue  has  yet  been 
established  there.  The  contribution  of 
£5,000  from  the  four  Colonies  has  been 
fixed  inrespectiTO  of  any  sum  which  may 
hereafter  be  received  on  account  of  the 
Niger  territory. 

JKDIA  (FINANCE,  &c.)-DEPRECIATION 
OF  THE  RUPEE. 

CoLomcL  nUGHES-H  ALLETT  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether,  as  the  contract  rates  of  pay 
for  the  Civil  and  Military  Servants  of 
the  Crown  in  India  were  originally 
fixed  at  a  time  irhen  the  rupee  was 
worth  two  shillings,  whereas  now  its 
exchangeable  value  has  fallen  to  one 
shilling  and  sixpence,  a  depreciation  of 
twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  may  possibly 
fall  still  lower,  the  Government  will 
take  into  consideration  the  justice  and 
necessity  of  affording  compensation  in 
some  way  to  Civil  and  Military  officers 
in  India  lor  the  very  heavy  losses  in- 
curred by  them  in  all  their  remittances 
to  thii  Country  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Sir  Uohtbxd  Kay-Shuttlb. 
worth)  :  It  is  only  natural  to  feel  sym- 
pathy with  Civil  and  Military  officers  in 


India  who  have  to  send  private  remit- 
tances  home,  and  who  lose  by  the  fall  in 
the  relative  value  of  the  rupee.  But 
any  change  could  only  be  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  Indian  taxpayer,  who 
already  has  to  contribute  towards  the 
additional  charge  of  £3,000,000  sterling 
falling  annually  on  the  Indian  Exche- 
quer in  consequence  of  this  altered 
value  of  silver.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment can  hold  out  no  hope  that  S8larii"< 
will  be  increased  for  such  reasons  as  tlio 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  puts  for- 
ward. 

LAW    AND    JUSTICE- CXDMPENSATItiN 
TO  SEAMEN  WITNESSES. 

Mb.  KING  asked  the  President  cif 
the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  he  ib 
aware  that  seamen  or  officers  detained 
from  sailing  with  their  ships  by  order 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  order  to  give 
evidence  on  inquiries  into  marine  acci- 
dents or  casualties,  are  only  recompensed 
for  the  loss  of  their  wages  until  the  ter- 
mination of  their  evidence,  and  are  then 
left  adrift  without  any  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  their  voyage,  and  possibly 
their  employment;  and,  whether  steps 
cannot  be  taken  to  remedy  this  in- 
justice ? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Muotella^  : 
Sir,  I  find  it  is  the  practice  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  detain  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  as 
witnesses  for  inquiries  into  shipping 
casualties,  and  nothing  is  paid  tnem 
beyond  an  allowance  during  the 
period  of  detention.  The  Board  are 
aware  that  the  detention  of  a  seaman 
occasionally  results  in  the  loss  of  voyage ; 
but  they  endeavour  to  avoid  as  much  aa 
possible  taking  seamen  out  of  their 
ships  for  the  purposes  of  an  inquiry. 
I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 
compensate  witnesses  for  consequential 
loss  incidental  upon  the  discharge  of 
civic  duties. 

ROYAL  IRISH  (XJNSTABULARY— 
CLOTHING  CONTRACTS. 

Mm.  MURPHY  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  the  contracts  for  the 
clothing  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabolary 
are  advertised  in  the  Dublin  papers ;  if 
not,  would  he  state  on  what  grounds; 
how  the  selection  of  manufaotttrers  Is 
made ;  to  whom  tender  forms  for  these 
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r  »ntnieU  are  MDt ;  and,  if  it  has  b4N»n 
I*  ii.fti<l««r«*4  that  •is  dart  is  a  Bu(Bci«ot 
notice  of  the  contrarta  ? 

The  SECHKIARY  or  STATE  Foa 
WAR  Mr.  (\MiaBLL-RA.xxBaMAX):  Aa 
th«*  contractu  for  tho  (^ooBtabularr 
4  lotbiofT  are  made  by  the  War  OfBro,  I 
ui:iy,  |N»rha{M,  ho  allowod  to  anawor 
thM  Uu<*«iliuo.  It  ha4  not  bei*n  the 
|>rai*.ic«  in  recont  years  to  adrerti<ie 
tontnu'ti  for  clothtnjc  of  the  Royal  Irish 
rtinfttahuUry  in  the  Dtihhn  papers, 
)*'it  to  invite  t<«ntlt»rs  from  certain 
Ln^liAh  firms  and  from  all  mauu- 
fActurers  of  clothing  in  Ireland  who 
an«  known  to  the  War  Department 
as  Ukf»)y  to  undf»rtakA  such  contracts. 
I  am  told  that  advertif»i*in«*nt  has  been 
trifd  and  found  to  produ«'<)  no  oompt^ti* 
ti«>n  iN^yond  that  rt'»uUiiiK  from  the 
tuotlio«l  of  tender.  On  one  occasion 
t-Midvr  forms  w<*ri*  S4*ut  to  l:i  Kn^hsh 
and  thrt^o  Irifth  firmn,  of  whom  two  Kng- 
li«h  and  two  Irish  firms  tendered.  I  shall 
)m*  happy  to  give  the  nam«»<«  to  the  hon. 
M<*nlM*r  if  ho  do^n^e  it.  The  usual  in- 
tt«rTal  lM*twiH»n  theis^ne  of  tendor  forma 
and  the  date  fixvd  for  th«<ir  n»tum  is  10 
d-ijrt;  but.  owing  to  urgency,  it  was  on 
till*  occasion  mx  dayii,  and  I  understand 
tiist  no  compliiintii  on  the  subj(H<t  wan 
m.%-l«»  by  any  of  the  Irinh  firms  who  in- 
•pe«  t'sl  the  patterns  with  a  view  to  ten- 

Ma.  AUTIITR  O'toNNOU;  Are  the 
pft*t«  rn«  t  >  \h}  iM»vn  in  I>ul'hn  as  well  as 
lu  I^indf'U  * 

Ma.  CAMrUKLL.H.VNNKRMAN: 
I  leather  from  the  information  supplif«d 
t  >  me  that  that  is  im>,  for  I  read  that  the 
pattortts  were  socn  in  l^ndon. 

i  aiNA-TIIK  rHKK«H)   (^NVKNTIoN— 

TUK  orii'M  i)rnK.s. 

Hta  JcK^KPH  PK\SK  asked  the 
l'n<ler  Secretary  of  Stat*  for  Foreign 
Atfsirs,  Wh«  ther  the  lato  (%inTention  or 
'irvaty  with  (^hina  on  the  Upium  l>uties 
has  bren  ratiticd;  and,  if  not,  wh«*ther 
h«*  is  able  to  atata  the  reaaoa  for  the 
delay? 

Till  rNDKRSftUKrARYnr STATE 
'Mr.  HbTi  F  :  Tn««  ratiii^ations  of  thi> 
Aitre4ni«»nt  hare  not  yet  b«H*n  exrhan^*d 
I' ling   to   the   <'hin«>«»«*   ratifiiation   not 


FOkKKiK  (T.sTOMS  REOCLATIOKa. 

Mn.  IIANniRY  askod  the  Under 
fWretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
What  instructii»ns  are  issued  to  II er 
Majesty's  repre!H»nta tires  Abroad  with 
rt*fvrence  to  furnishing  immcnliato  Re* 
|>«>rts  on  the  frequont  changes  in  Foreign 
Custom  House  regulations  and  judi<ial 
decisions  afffH^ting  matters  of  quarantine 
and  tariff;  upon  what  principle  notices 
of  such  now  regu!atit)ns  or  dfH;isions  are 
published,  or  not  published,  in  Ths 
Gnutt0 :  and,  whether  the  Oovemment 
will  take  st«»ps  to  S'^curo  to  the  publio 
fuller  and  more  regular  information  on 
such  subj<M*ts  by  circulating  all  such 
Reports  without  d<«lay  among  the  va* 
riou^  Chambers  of  Commerre? 

TiiErNDERSECRCTARYoi  STATE 
'Mr.  Betci:  :  The  instructions  to  Her 
Majest}*a  Repreeentatiraa  abroad  on 
the  subj(«ct  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem* 
b4>r  are  to  transmit  at  once  to  the  Foreign 
Office  all  announcements  respecting 
thi*«M>  matt<*rs.  The  Foreign  Oflioe  for- 
wards those  documents  as  soon  as  they 
are  receired  to  the  lioard  of  Trade,  and 
that  Department  takes  such  step^  aa 
S"em  ne<M»4«itary  in  <*arh  instanro  to  make 
the  announct«ui«'ut4  known  to  the  public 
and  to  p^taous  iut*>re(«tid.  I  have  no 
doul)t  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  will  give 
hit*  be«t  attention  to  anT  n*pr«  sentations 
ahich  may  be  made  to  him  with  a  riew 
to  gi%e  greiit**r  puMirity  to  these  R<'- 
|x»rt4.  And  I  may  add  that  H<<r  Ma- 
jesty's (}<»vom»eiit,  very  shortly  after 
thfir  accession  to  Office,  gave  directions 
that  the  whole  subject  of  obtaining  and 
making  known  information  re<  fired 
from  Her  Majesty's  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Agents  abroad  should  be  In- 
quired into  with  a  riew  to  its  being 
turned  to  the  best  account  and  pub- 
lishiMl  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

prUUC  MEETING. H  -niSI»YAL  MKCT- 
INC»  AT  THK  CRITEKIOK  IlESTAU- 

KANT, 

Ma.  BAFMANN  asked  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  Whether  it  is  tme,  aa  reported 
in  7A«  U'>rmtm0  i'»9t  of  tho  'i6th  instant. 
that  he  and  the  Under  S«H-r<*tary  of  State 
htring  yet  arrivi-d  in  this  d>untry.  We  '  for  the  Home  Department  were  pn*s«nt 
are  informed  that  it  haa  b'H*n  signM  by  '  at  a  banquet  to  the  ialM>ur  reprsaeota* 
thf  Kmpro«s  of  (*hina,  and  that  it  will  ,  tires  in  Farliament.  giren  at  the  i^ri- 
h^  bfoagbt  to   England  by    the  new    terion  Reslauraat  on  the  )4th  tnatAal, 
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Majesty  the  Queen  was  received  witli 
''  hissing,  which  was  received  with  greater 
Tehemence  when  about  one- third  of  the 
company  rose  to  honour  the  toast ; "  and, 
if  true,  whether  he  and  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
being  Members  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, remained  in  the  room  without 
Protesting  against  such  disgraceful  and 
isloyal  exHbition?  Before  the  hon. 
and  learned  Oentleman  answers  the 
Question,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  follow- 
ing Question  on  the  same  point,  of  which 
I  have  given  him  private  Notice : — 
Whether  he  has  read  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  dinner  in  question  which 
appeared  in  Th$  Pall  Mall  OazeUe,  on 
the  25th  instant,  and  whether  he  will 
say  that  such  account  is  untrue : — 

"  Lord  Hobhouse  rose  again,  and  in  the  good 
old-fashioned  way  began—'  There  it  one  toast, 
gentlemen,  which  in  every  assembly  of  English- 
men'  when  he  was  stopped  by  a  distinct 

ontbnrst  of  dissent.  He  proceeded,  howerer, 
to  say  that  Her  Majesty's  care  for  her  subjects, 
and  her  faithful  and  unremitting  attention  to 
the  duties  of  her  exalted  position,  entitled  her 
to  the  respect  and  affection  of  Englishmen 
everywhere.  This  was  accompanied  by  a  run- 
ning fire  of  hisses  and  ezpostulatoir  cries  of 
'  No ; '  and  when  the  toast  was  drunk,  quite  a 
number  of  those  present  remained  seated,  and 
the  hisses  were  both  lound  and  long  F  " 

And  I  beg  further  to  ask  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman— and  I  am  sure  he 
will  excuse  me  for  not  having  given 
Notice— Whether  be  has  read  the  letter 
which  appeared  in  The  2Sme$,  signed  by 
Oswald  J.  Simon,  son  of  a  well-known 
Member  of  Parliament,  who  was  pre- 
sent at  the  dinner,  and  who  says  that 
the  hisainflr  was  loud  and  lone,  and  that 
whole  tables  remained  seated  while  the 
toast  was  being  drunk  ? 

Thb  attorney  general  (Mr. 
Cha&les  Russell):  When  the  hon. 
Member  last  night  gave  Notice  of  this 
Question,  he  proposed  to  put  it  to  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, but,  learning  that  my  name  was 
coupled  with  the  Question,  I  represented 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  if  he  desired 
to  call  in  question  my  conduct,  a  Ques- 
tion oaght  to  be  addressed  to  me,  so  that 
I  might  have  the  opportunity  of  answer- 
ing it.  I  have  to  thank  the  hon.  Member 
for  reoogniciogthe  propriety  of  the  course 
which  I  suggested.  1  shsJl  answer  the 
Question  he  puts  to  me  categorically. 
It  is  true  that  I  was  a  guest  at  the 
banquet  given  on  the  96th  instant,  at  the 
Criterion,  to  oelebrate  the  return  to  this 

Mr.  Baumtmn 


House  of  13  hon.  Gentlemen,  who  are 
described  frequently  as  direct  repre- 
sentatives of  labour,  all  of  whom  I  be- 
lieve sit  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I 
was  there  as  a  guest,  invited  as  such 
before  I  was  offered  the  position  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  fill.  I  wish  to  state 
most  distinctly,  in  spite  of  the  state- 
ments which  the  hon.  Member  has  read, 
I  did  not  upon  that  occasion  hear  any 
hissing  whatever.  I  wish  to  caU  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two  re- 
markable circumstances  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  I  am  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  admit,  from  the  statemente 
made  to  me  by  hon.  Members  whom  I 
have  questioned,  that  undoubtedly  there 
was — I  greatly  regret  it — some  hissing. 
It  was  partial,  not  general,  and  not  such 
as  to  call  any  general  attention  to  it.  I 
had  previously  not  read  any  of  the  morn- 
ing papers  in  connection  with  this  matter; 
but  I  find  that  only  one  morning  paper 
^-one  supposed  to  represent  the  views 
of  hon.  Members  opposite — Tk$  Morning 
Poit,  contained  the  statement  that  hissing 
took  place  on  the  proposal  of  the  health 
of  the  Queen.  I  find  that  while  the  pro- 
ceedings were  reported  in  2%$  T$ms9, 
Daily  Telegraph,  SUmdard^  Daily  JVWrx, 
Daily  ChnmieUy  and  Echo,  no  reference 
is  made  in  any  of  these  papers  to  any 
hissing,  from  which  I  may  fairly  ask 
the  Honse  to  assume  that  it  must  hare 
been  very  partial  and  confined  to  a  very 
limited  portion  of  the  company,  which 
numbered  some  200  or  300.  When  this 
Question  was  put  to  me,  I  at  onoe  com- 
municated with  Lord  Hobhouse,  who 
presided  on  the  occasion,  and  next  to 
whom  I  was  sitting,  and  he  has  assured 
me  that  he  heard  no  hissing  whatever. 
Since  I  came  into  the  House  to-day,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Burnley,  who  was 
sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chair- 
man, and  not  far  from  him,  has  also 
assured  me  that  he  heard  none.  [Mr. 
Rtlands:  Hear,  hear!]  That  being 
the  state  of  the  ease,  I  hope  I  have 
made  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House 
that  the  statements  referred  to  have 
been  g^ssly  exaggerated.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  also  asks  whether  I  have 
read  the  account  in  Hie  Pall  MM  Oaa/etU. 
Having  received  Notice  of  this  Question, 
I  did  read  the  aoconnt  in  Tk»  Pall  Matt 
OauiU,  and  I  will  say  of  it  that  it  does 
not  purport  to  be  an  ordinary,  dry,  and 
historical  account,  so  to  speak,  of  the 
proceedings,  bnt  partakes  of  a  highly 
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%  maattonBl  cbaimotor.  And  I  haT6  no 
h**«uUon  in  sajiog  that,  judging  bj 
my  own  ob^nration,  it  baa  bo«*n  greatlj 
f'taggeratod,  and  doea  not  truly  rapro* 
■>-at  wbat  occuiTiHl  on  this  occasion.  I 
ho|»o  tbat  tba  IIouao  will  tbink  tbat  I 
h  lYo  fully  and  satiafaotorily  answered 
tbe  Queationa. 

LAW  AND  jrsTirE-MrnnER  of 

PoLirE  cDNsrABLK  IIINB  AT  FENNV 

Mr.  i%)BB  aaktHi  tbo  8ecretaiT  of 
Stato  fur  tba  Home  Dopartmeot,  Whe- 
tber  bia  attention  ba«  been  callcni  to  tbe 
niarder  of  l*olioe  Constable  Hino  at 
F««nny  ("oinptoa;  and,  whotbar  tbe  Uo- 
Tonuu«mt  will  otlor  a  reward  for  tbo  ap- 
prel&onston  of  tbe  murderer  or  mur^ 
derers? 

TiiK  SEmCTARY  or  8TATE  (Mr. 
l^iiiu»iwa.H^ :  No,  Sir ;  my  attention  baa 
tiot  been  called  officially  to  tbe  murder 
uf  tbta  police-eonstable.  It  will  be  for 
tbe  l^HsmX  Autboritit«  to  moTO  first  in 
aueb  a  matter.  Tbere  are  grave  objeo- 
tions  to  a  too  liberal  offer  of  GoTernment 
rewards. 

ARMY  (INDIA'-INDIAK  MILITAUT 

I.KAVK. 


If  a.  SniRLKY  ankM  tbe  Under 
rrstary  of  State  for  India,  Wh4*tber  pro- 
|M>^fi  were  mado  by  Lord  Hipon*s  Indian 
(loTemment,  and  agn^tNl  to  by  tbe  India 
OiHco.  to  mmlify  th<«  Indian  Military 
lf*are  rule*,  and  to  arrange  tbat  in  future 
all  leaTO  abould  count  for  pension ;  and« 
if  so,  wbat  in  tbe  causo  of  tbe  dolay  in 
communicating  tbia  decision  to  tbeoffioers 
concerned  ? 

Tna  UNDER  SECRETARY  or 
8TATK  (8ir  UonraiD  KAY-SBrrrLB- 
Wi>Rnt ; :  I  understand  tbat  tbo  delay  ia 
eaused  by  tbe  dilBoulty  of  settling  cer- 
tain important  points  inrolred  in  a 
ebang«»  in  tbe  military  l«^aTo  rulee.  Tbe 
attention  of  tbo  8«cretary  of  State  is 
b^og  given  to  tbe  subjivt. 

IN)ST  OKKirE-MAlI-H  BEfWUKX 

rYrurs  and  alkxanuria. 

Mb.  Howard  VIN(  KNT  asko.l  tbe 
Under  Secretary  of  Sute  for  tbe  Colo* 
niea,  Wby  tbe  regular  weekly  mail  com* 
mnnieation  between  Cyprus  and  Alei* 
andria  was  suspended;  and,  if  Her 
M^ealy's  Ooramment  will  consider  tbe 
adfiaabilitj  oC  ra-aaUbUaUag  H  ia  order 


to  promote  tbe  derelopment  of  tbe 
sources  of  tbat  island,  and  to  increasa 
its  trade  botb  witb  (Ireat  Britain  and 
I'IgTpt,  and  so  frustrate  its  tbreatened 
diversion  to  tbe  Continent  of  Europe  by 
means  of  tbe  facilities  offered  by  tbe 
Austrian  Lloyds  Steam  Narigation  Com- 
pany? 

Tub     UNDER    8E(MICTARY    or 
STATE  (Mr.  Osiior.xb  MiiaoAK^ :   Tbe 
we4«kly  mail    communication    between 
(Cyprus  and  Aleiandria  was  discontinued 
at  the  end  of  t8H|  because  it  cost  tbis 
country  iT>.9;>0  a-year,  and  only  brougbt 
in  about   £160  a-vear  in  ]M>»tage.     It 
lastod  six  and  a-balf  years  and  inrolred 
thu  loipenal  Post  Office  in  a  net  total 
loss  of  about  £48,000.     The  question  of 
re-ofttablifihing    we<»klr  communication 
between  C}'prus  and  Alexandria  on  mora 
reasonable  terms  and  the  arguments  in 
favour  of    such    communication    wore 
brougbt  before  tbe  late  Board  of  tbe 
Troasury  by  the  late  Colonial  S^^retary ; 
but  tbe  Doard  refused  to  sanction  any 
measure  being  taken  for  tbe  purpose, 
and  tbe  present  Board,  baring  na*!  tbe 
matter  brougbt  under  their  notice,  ad* 
h<»red  to  tbat  view.     Witb  regard  to  tbe 
latter  part  of  tbe  Quention,  I  hare  as^et 
no  information  to  justify  tbe  conclusion 
tbat  the  trade  of  ryprus  is  diverted  to 
tbe  Continent  of  Europe  by  moana  of 
the  facilities  offered   by  tbe  Austrian 
Lloyds  C4»mpany»  inasmuch  as  tbe  im- 
port   and    exfwrt   trade    between   tbat 
island  and    England   continues  to  be 
carried  on  through  other  channels*   Tbe 
direct  trade  of  Cyprus  with  the  United 
Kingdom  never  excefded  91  per  cent  of 
the  whole.     For  the  last  year  of  the 
subsidy  it  waa  27  per  cent. 

EMPLOYERS*  LIABILITY  ACT— KIK- 
DRED  LK018LATI0X  IK  FOREIOX 
O  K*NTRIEiH. 

Ma.  W.  F.  LAWRENCE  asked  the 
Und<*r  Secretary  of  t^tate  for  Forvign 
Affairs,  Whether  be  will  aerertain  at  an 
early  date,  through  Iler  Majesty's  Be- 
pr(>t<>ntatiTea,  what  legislation,  if  any, 
akin  to  that  of  the  Employers'  Liability 
Act  and  its  propoefnl  Extonsions  now 
obtains  in  the  countries  of  France*,  Ger* 
many,  Ilelgium,  Holland,  and  tlir  United 
8utes  of  America,  togHber  with   tbe 

Cri<»d«  during  which  such  legialatioa 
M  been  in  fon^  7 

Trk     UNDER    8E0RETABT    or 
STATE  ;Mr.  BaTcm) :  The  aboftaaaa  of 
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the  Notice  given  by  the  hon.  Member 
baa  not  allowed  of  my  making  the  ne- 
cessary inqtiiries  as  to  whether  the  in- 
formation he  requires  is  not  already  in 
the  possession  of  other  Departments  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  I  have, 
however,  opened  communications  with 
the  Doard  of  Trade  and  Home  Office 
on  the  subject,  and  should  we  not  al- 
ready possess  sufficient  information,  Her 
Majesty's  Bepresentative  abroad  will  be 
directed  to  procure  and  supply  it. 

AKMY^PRINCE  HENRY  OF 
BATTENBERO. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  asked  the  Se- 
oretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  the 
statement  is  correct,  that  has  appeared 
in  Th€  Timet,  that  ''Prince  Henry  of 
Battenberg  is  to  be  appointed  a  Captain 
in  the  Ist  life  Guards;"  whether,  if 
so,  he  will  be  required  to  pass  the  usual 
examinations  for  a  commission  in  the 
Army ;  whether  the  rank  is  merely  hono- 
rary or  will  he  receive  the  pay  attached 
to  a  regimental  captaincy ;  and,  whether 
the  said  captaincy  will  be  an  additional 
one  to  the  usual  number  of  captaincies 
of  the  regiment;  and.  if  not,  now  the 
question  of  the  right  of  the  officer  en- 
titled by  seniority  of  service  to  this  pro- 
motion will  be  met  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Ca.upbell-Bannerman)  :  No,  .  Sir ;  no 
such  proposal  has  been  brought  before 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

LAW   AND  JUSTICE    (ENGLAND    AND 
WALES)— THE  NEW  MAGISTRATES. 

Mr.  LABOUCQERE  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  Return  of  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been 
appointed  magistrates  in  counties  and 
boroughs  during  the  tenure  of  office  of 
the  late  Government  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
CuiLUEBs) :  I  see  no  objection  to  laying 
such  a  Return  on  the  Table,  and  I  will 
give  instructions  for  its  preparation  im- 
mediately. 

EGYPT— OPERATIONS  IN  THE  SOUDAN. 

Mb.  O'KELLY  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  prevent  any  British  Troops 
being  6m]^<^ed  in  the  proposed  re- 
oocupatioa  of  DongoU  ? 

Mr.  Bry^ 


Tbb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
OAMPBBLL-BAinrBRMAN) :  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  is  any  ground  for  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  hon.  Member. 

LAW  AND  POLICE-EMPLOYMENT    OF 
A  BLOODHOUND  IN   PDRflOIT  OP 
POACHERS. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  If 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  an  ad- 
vertisement in  The  Field  for — 

''A  ke6per*8  night  dog,  bull  and  msstiff; 
mast  be  a  strong,  powerful  dog,  and  thoroughly 
trained  to  hunt  a  man  by  ioeat  and  oateh  ^m  : 
trial  required.    Address,  &c. ;  *' 

and,  whether  such  nse  of  a  dog  is  Iair« 
ful? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Ohilders)  :  The  Field  newspaper  is  not 
taken  in  at  the  Home  Office,  and  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  seeing  the  advertise- 
ment, which  appeared  tbree  weeks  ago, 
until  the  hon.  Member  kindly  sent  it  to 
me.  I  believe  that  such  use  of  a  dog  aa 
is  apparently  intended  would  be  contrary 
to  law. 

HIGH  COURT  OF   JUSTICE- THE  BAR 
LIBRARY  IN  THE  LAW  COURTS. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasnty,  If  he  will 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  First  Oommis- 
sioner  of  Works  the  desirability  of 
having  the  Bar  Library  in  the  Law 
Courts  lighted  ? 

TnaLORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr. 
Leveson  Gtowicr)  (who  replied):  It  is 
intended  in  the  coming  Estimates  to  ask 
for  a  sum  of  £400  for  the  electric  lighting 
of  the  Bar  Library  in  the  Law  (>>ttrt8 ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  money  is  granted  the 
work  will  at  once  be  taken  in  hand. 

PARLIAMENTARY  REPRESEXTATIOX 
IN  THE  COLONIES  —  COLONIAL 
VOTERS. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Und?r  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  If  he  can  state  the  population 
and  the  number  of  voters  (under  the 
most  recent  constitution)  of  each  of  the 
following  classes  in  the  Coloniea  of 
Natal  and  Jamaica,  vis.:  Persona  of 
European  and  Creole  blood,  of  Indian 
blood,  and  of  African  blood  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  (Mr.  GaBoami  Moboav):  In 
Natal  the  Betomaior  1884  abow  a  totel 
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p«>palation  of  421,000;  of  theiw^  35,000  Motion,  and  that  it  nhould  rotno  on  at  a 
ar«»  \Vhit4Mi.  27.000  <%ioli«s,  and  362,000  tirno  whf»n  a  (l«^'i%ion  mar  b*«  orrivtHl  at. 
natira  Africans.  The  total  DumWr  of  1  (!•>  not  think  it  is  a  matti-r  with  which 
rlftctors  is  6,7^0,  but  I  am  onabto  tosar  ,  tho  (torf»mmfnt  can  tntetfnro  hj  sur* 
what  proportion  is  to  l>a  as^i^ncd  tooarii  I  rondorini^  a  j>*»rtion  of  its  tim^. 
r!s%«  of  tna  txkpulation.  In  Jamaica,  of  I  Mr.  SKXToN:  I  hog  to  st«t<«  that  I 
a  t  'tal  p<»pulatiun  of  6H(»  ooo  acc«)rding  !  cl«>  not  iut**nd  to  call  attention  to  this 
t'>  th«»<Vn«us  of  IH^l,  1 1.000  ara  stat«'«l  que<«ti(in,  «>xrf»|<t  in  snch  a  manner  and 
ti>  l>f»  WhittHi,  1 10.000  (\»lourad,  411.0'  0  j  at  such  a  tirou  as  a  ill  onablo  mt^  to  taka 
HIack;  Indian  (Vxilica  number  11,000.  the  sonse  of  the  IIouso  upon  it. 
'I  ho  iflMtora  number  9,20H,  but,  aa  in 

the    casa    of    Natal,    they  oannot    bo        TIIK  LAND  LAWS -I,K';israTION. 
classified.  ViH.Mrxr   KHKINdToN   askod    the 

Fi^^t  I»rd  of  the  Troasurjr,  Whether 
the  (toTcrnment  will  introduce  before 
KAAter  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  registra* 
tion,  tranftfor,  and  devolution  of  land  ? 

The  first  LoIU)  Mr.  W.  E. 
<ffLAiiHioM:l :  Tho  whole  question  cm- 
braiod  in  tho«io  particulars  is  under  tho 
rareful  ctmsideration  of  the  L<»rd  Chan* 
<iror;  but  the  I>ord  (^hincellor  is  n(>t 
able  at  thin  moniont  to  »aj  at  what  tim«» 


rAULIAMKST-rUOCKnrRK— 
UrESTIOXS. 

(\irT.U!f  VEHNKY  aski^  tho  First 
I^ird  of  the  Treasurr,  \Vh<*thor  ho  will 
at  an  early  date  moro  a  Ito^olution  em- 
Im»  lying  tho  suggestions  with  regard 
ti>  U'i«**tious  uiA'lo  yo^tonlay  by  Mr. 
8peakrr  ? 

Tilt:    FIRST    LORD    (Mr.    W.    K 


tion  from  the  Chair  shall  be  can* fully 
cnn«iil«*rM  br  the  Committee,  and  I 
havo  no  doubt  th<*v  will  Ih>  (t>nM<](  nnl 
with  all  the  ref«pect  that,  coming  from 
au'^h  a  source,  they  must  ni*v«-s$arity 
rommand. 

rrni.i''  mkhfinw^  spekcu  of  loud 

UANlVJUni   (UCECUILL  AT    llKL- 

FA'-r. 


cJL\i'<ro\r  :  It  will  be  tho  duty  of  tho  I  he  can  introdui'o  a  Bill,  nor  hss  ho  ytt 
Ui>v«-mm<*nt  to  take  care  that  the  sug-  I  determined  whethor  he  shall  adriaa  the 
g«*<«tions  which  you.  Sir,  were  pM»d  Government  to  do  so. 
enough  to  make  on  this  iniivirtant  ^uos 

FARLIAUr.NT-ARRANfiEUENT  OF 
BFSINKSS. 

Loan  RANIM)LI»H  CIirRCHILL 
ask<»d  tho  First  Ivonl  ef  the  Treasury, 
What  would  be  the  Husin«»ss  on  Monday 
after  Supply  was  dis|>o«(Ml  of,  and  what 
would  be  the  Rusine^s  on  Thursday  ? 

Tna  FIRST  I^)Rn  'Mr.  W.  K. 
GLAt>sT09i].  in  rei'ly,  said,  that  tho 
Votes  that  remaine<l  to  be  taken  would 


Iioat>    RANDOLPH    CIirRCHILL  >  probably  ^Kvupy  all   Monday  erening. 


On  ThorsdaT  the  new  Ciril  Serriee  Kstt- 
matea  would  be  takon,  and  on  the  Mon* 
day  following  he  h'^ped  tho  Navy  Eati- 
mates  would  be  taken. 

ORDERS   OF   THE  DAY. 


asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Tn^asury, 
Whether  he  will  arrange  that  tho  Mo* 
tion  of  the  honourable  Member  for 
^hg<>t  which  he  has  put  down  aa  aa 
Amendment  on  going  into  Supply  to- 
night, ahall  cuma  on  for  early  discus* 
aion  T 

Thk    first    liORD     Mr.   W.    E. 
(iL4t>sn>!«K  :  Well,  Sir.  that  ia  an  ad*  ;  8fPPLT-<'»)MM!TTEE. 

dilii^n  to  the  Uuc.tion  which  will  be  em.        ,  ,^^,^,^  j^^  Committee  read, 
bracecl  in  the  answer  I  hare  to  make.  ,      ^.    .  ,  ■  rv      .•  > 

IyK>king  to  tho  sute  of  the  Paper,  it  is  ^i^^^'^^J,  »•?•••  V*^  QuesUon  Proposed, 
perfecUy  pos^iblo  that  the  queaUon  may  ;;  Tl?*^^,.  **'•  Sp«*k«  *»  now  leare  the 
ba  raised  to-night ;  but  I  am  bound  to    ^hair. 

•V- .^^•'l"*.!*^'*^'^'*^  ^*  ^''Tl^r  MKrRi)I»OLLS-.TIIE  MlTROPOUrAS 
whether  the  GoTemment  time  should  be         j^  ^^^^^  ^.^^^^.^  -oKi; AXIZATloN. 

i.tJsut.rTio]r. 

Ma.  JAMl->  Sir  ART.  in  rising  to 

oall  atlaotioo  to  the  diatwbaaoaa  of  Iha 

ia  Ibo  MaliopoUa ;  and  lo 


given  for  auch  a  porpose,  that,  while  I 
am  vary  aaasiblo  of  the  molivaa  which 
load  tha  aobla  Lord  to  daaire,  qaita  lagi- 
tiasataly,  I  lktak«  thai  aa  early  oppor- 
tnilj  akoald  bo  takaa  lo  diavoaa  tha 
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**  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  HousOi  no  re* 
form  of  the  adminiHtration  and  organisation  of 
tho  Metropolitan  Polico  Force  will  bo  Batisfac- 
tory  unless  provision  is  made  for  such  reform 
of  tho  government  of  the  Metropolis  as  will  in- 
sure to  representatives  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
Metropolis  a  direct  control  over  their  own 
police," 

Baid»  he  had  to  apologize  for  the  neces- 
sity  of  bringing  forward  a  Motion  of 
that  character  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  Metropolis,  however,  had  no  Be- 
presentatiye  Body,  and  they  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  put  many  Questions  to 
Ministers  and  Notices  on  the  Orders  of 
the  Day  which  ought  not  to  occupy  the 
time  of  this  House,  and  which  the  Houeo 
was  not  at  all  well -qualified  to  deal  with. 
In  bringing  forward  that  subject,  he 
would  say  at  the  outset  there  was  very 
little  in  the  evidence  taken  by  the  late 
Committee    of    Inquiry    that  was   not 
summed  up  in  the  Report.     He  had  no 
intention  to  giye  any  Party  complexion 
to  the  question  he  was  raising ;  but  he 
must  say  it  seemed  clear  to  him  that 
there  was  one  thing  that  was  perhaps 
made  more  clear  by  the  evidenoe  than 
it  was  by  the  Report,  and  that  was  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Childers)  was  not  at  all  to  blame  for 
what  had  occurred  in  London  on  the  8th 
instant.      The   right  hon.    Gentleman 
practically  entered  upon  the  duties  of  bis 
Office  on  the  Monday,  and  by  midday  he 
had  done  all  that  any  other  Home  Se- 
cretary had  done — namely,  inquired  if 
the  arrangements  providing  for  possible 
contingencies  were  complete  and  suffi- 
cient.     He  had  made  what  certainly 
seemed  to  be  a  rather  perfunctory  in- 
quiry ;  but  no  further  or  more  particular 
inquiry  had  generally  been  made  by  any 
Home  Secretary  in  the  experience  of  the 
late  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Force, 
Colonel  Henderson.     It  was  stated  that 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Home  Office 
to   alter  any  arrangements  that  were 
submitted  by  the  Chief  Commissioner ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Home  Office 
never  did  to.    That  might  be  an  unfor- 
tunate condition  of  circumstances;    it 
might  be  an  error,  or  it  might  not ;  but 
if  it  was  it  was  one  of  system,  and  was 
not  to  be  charged  on  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, who  had  been  only  two  hours  at 
the  Office.  The  evidence  showed  oonclu- 
■ively  that  there  was  a  great  want  of 
•ffldenoy  in  the  direotion  and  organiia- 
tioa  of  the  PoUoe  Force  in  London ;  and 

Mr.  Jmm  Stuart 


it  was  to  be  trusted  that  not  only  woald 
the  administration  and  organisation  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  be  investigated, 
but  that  it  would  also  be  thorougmy  re- 
formed.    He  had  nothing  to  say  against 
the  conduct  or  behaviour  of  the  ordinary 
police-constables  ;    but    he   considered 
that  among  the  superior  officials  of  the 
Metropolitan  Force  there  had  lonffbeen, 
and  still  was,  a  grievous  want  of  orga- 
nization and  of  attention  to  doty,   as 
well  as  of  ability  to  know  how  to  fulfil 
the    duties  imposed  upon  them.     He 
trusted  the  inquiry  to  be  made  would  be 
a  complete  and  thorough  one  ;  that  no 
branch  of  the  Force  would  be  omitted, 
and  that  no  scandal  would  be  hashed 
up.    He  refrained  from  commenting  on 
the  condition  of  the  police,  because  he 
felt  confident  that  an  inquiry  directed 
by  the  present  Home  Secretai^  would 
be  complete  and  exhaustive,  for  his  right 
hon.  Friend  was  new  to  the  Office,  and 
could  not  yet  have  fallen  into  the  toils 
of  the  officials.     As  to  the  composition 
of  the  crowds  in  the  gatherings  that  had 
occurred,    wild    statements    had    been 
made.    They  heard  very  little  about  red 
flags  being  waved  when  the  Conserva- 
tive Party  were  in  power,  and  they  saw 
very  little  of  them  when  the   Liberal 
Party  were  in  power,  and,  as  represent- 
ing one  of  the  most  absolutely  work- 
ing-men constituencies  in  London,  they 
might  allow  him  to  say  that  he  believed 
that  the  working  men  of  the  Metropolis, 
whether  employed  or  unemployed,  were 
as  orderly  and  law-abiding,  nay,  were 
as  willing  and  able  to  share  in  the  go- 
vernment of  this  great  Metropolis  with 
justice  and  success  as  any  other  portion 
of  the  community.     His  Resolution  was 
so  worded  as  not  to  reflect  upon  any 
person,  and  not  even  upon  the  polioe. 
There  were  two  other  points  to  which 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  which  were  patent  to  every- 
one, from  the  Report.    The  first  was, 
that  there  was  no  proper  control  over 
thePolice  Foroeof  London,  for  the  Home 
Office  exercised  a  most  inefficient  and 
snperflcial  control  over  it,  and  the  only 
way  in   which  the  Home  Office  could 
exercise  a  control,  which  was  anything 
bnt  the  control  of  permanent  offioials, 
was  through,  and  by,  the  inquiry  and 
authority  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  other  point  was,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  was  loaded  with  the  responsjo 
hShtj  of  what  he  might  call  being  the 
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Vetlrj  for  Tioodoo.  They  had  that  day 
be^n  oceupied,  and  had  frequMiUy  boon 
(fccuptml  before,  as  thoy  might  bo  in  the 
future,  with  butineea  that  ought  to  faU 
upon  the  Vontry,  or  Municipality,  or 
more  Watch  <  ommitteo  of  London,  and 
that,  to  a  Tory  great  extent,  to  the 
detriment  of  Imperial  interette.  He 
thought  it  was  a  shame  that  that  Hou»o, 
which  had  for  its  primary  duty  the  con- 
sideration of  those  interests,  should  be 
required  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a  Watch 
Committee  for  liondon,  as  it  was  called 
upon  t'>  do  in  the  present  case.  The 
London  Police  wore  paid  for  by  the  rate- 
payers of  the  MetrofMilis  in  as  largo,  or 
erea  largor,  a  degree  than  in  any  large 
t«>wn  in  Kngland,  and  ytit  there  was  not 
a  sited ow  of  control  exercined  over  them 
except  by  the  authoritr  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  he,  lor  one,  oould  not 
look  upon  as  being  in  any  way  efficient 
for  the  purpose.  He  eould  not  for  a 
moment  concoire  how  it  could  be  ex- 
p^'cted  that  Members  of  that  House, 
who  came  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
should  understand  the  affsirs  of  the 
Metropolis,  of  which  many  Members 
who  liTe<l  in  it  thc^mselTo^  were  abs)* 
lately  ignorant,  or  how  they  could  be 
thought  to  be  efficient  controllers  of  the 
oolice  of  liondon.  On  the  contrary,  it 
iroquentlr  happened  that  the  conse- 
quence of  the  absence  of  municipal  oon- 
trol  orer  the  p<ilice  was,  that  wheneTer 
a  riot  or  disturbance  occurred  it  was 
alwars  made  use  of  as  a  stick  to  wallop 
the  Tarty  in  power,  and  thus  a  political 
aspect  was  given  to  the  occurrence  which 
it  had  no  right  to  assume.  This  quea* 
tion  of  the  control  of  the  police  was 
really  a  part  of  the  great  question  of  the 
government  of  the  Metropolis,  and  it 
was  high  time  for  that,  if  for  no  other 
roason,  that  the  House  had  brought 
before  it  by  the  Govomment  in  power 
sfime  proper  and  feasible  scheme  for  the 
govomment  and  rogulation  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Metropolis.  But  for  the  intimation 
given  by  the  (^vemment  a  few  nights 
ago,  he  should  have  given  a  wider 
scope  to  his  Motion.  He  protested 
against  the  control  exorcised  by  the 
Home  Offie  over  the  police;  and  he 
hoped  an  ellbrt  would  at  length  be  made 
to  plaoe  the  cttisena  of  London  In  poa> 
aeasiott  of  the  control  of  their  police, 
which  was  the  greatest  guarantee  for 
good  order  and  security.  La  a  vnal 
osatre  of  population  those  who  held  the 


I  command  of  the  police  were  the  mastera 
of  the  situation ;  and  it  wss  time  that 
tho»o  on  his  rido  of  the  Houm«  showed 
that  they  had  sufftcient  conCdonce  in  the 
pooplo  of  Ijondon  to  allow  thorn  to  have 
the  control  of  their  police.  In  conclu- 
sion, ho  Ixtgged  to  move  the  Uesolution 
that  stood  in  hi^  name. 

Ma.  CKEMER  seconded  the  Resolu- 
tion. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  Imtp  oat  from  the  word  **  Thst  **  to  the 
pnd  of  the  Qur«UoD.  in  order  to  sdd  the  words 
'*  IB  the  opinion  of  this  Ilona*,  no  rrfonn  of 
the  ndminifttrmtion  sad  ori^ninUoa  of  the 
Metn>|>oIitan  Pulico  Forc0  will  b«  Mtisfsctory 
unleet  prot  i«i(>n  is  made  for  tuch  r«ifurm  of  the 
fCuvemoirnt  of  the  Metropolis  as  will  insorp  to 
rerirr'tteatatiTfs  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  Mf'tro- 
polls  a  dirrct  control  over  thsir  own  polica,**^ 
.JTr.  Jmm4$  Stmmti^) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  pronoeed,  *'That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Loan  ALGERNON  PERCY  said,  he 
trusted  the  House  would  not  adopt  the 
Resolution  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shoreditch  (Mr.  James  Htuart).  The 
hon.  Member  occupied  a  considerable 
time  in  teUing  the  House  that  he  was 
not  going  to  do  so,  and  then  proceeded 
to  make  a  speech  on  the  government  of 
London ;  but  he  did  not  advance  one 
single  argument  in  support  of  the  great 
change  he  advocated,  nor  did  he  offer 
any  proof  that,  if  the  control  of  the 
police  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Local 
Authorities,  or  in  the  hands  of  a  single 
Mtmicipality  of  the  Metropolis,  instMd 
of  the  Home  Office,  the  riots  would  not 
have  taken  place.  He  believed  him- 
self that  if  that  had  been  the  case,  the 
riots  would  have  been  worse.  At  the 
same  time,  he  blamed  the  Home  Office  for 
what  occurred*  though  he  did  not  make 
an  attack  upon  the  preeent  Home  Secre* 
tanr.  who  had  held  Office  too  short  a  time 
to  be  ree^nsible  for  the  riots.  It  eould 
not  be  said  that  the  police  was  anything 
but  efficient ;  indeed,  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  a  most  able  and  effieiont  lorce.  It 
was  true  that,  on  the  occasion  of  theee 
riots^  there  was  a  miscarriage ;  but  he 
contended  that  it  was  due  rather  to  oar- 
tieular  and  accidental  ctreumstancee  taaa 
to  the  fault  of  the  police.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Shoreditch  had  stated  thai 
the  House  should  oalv  be  occupied  with 
quertioaa  of  national  impoftaace;  but 
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it  must  be  borne  in  mind  tbat  the  peace 
of  the  Metropolis  was  a  question  of 
national  importance  ;  and,  even  if  there 
were  a  Municipality  of  London  and  a 
riot  occurred,  it  would  most  certainly 
form  a  subject  of  debate  in  the  House 
of  Oommons.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  was  un- 
satisfactory as  regarded  the  connection 
of  the  police  with  the  Home  Office,  and 
he  did  not  think  the  case  had  been  much 
improved  by  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary,  or  by  the  promise  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  De- 
partmental Inquiry  should  be  held 
into  the  organization  of  the  police. 
The  Eeport  excluded  the  subject  of 
the  composition  of  the  mob,  which  he 
thought  it  most  important  to  investi- 
gate ;  but  there  was  no  promise  that 
such  an  investigation  should  take  place, 
and  a  Departmental  Inquiry  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  into 
his  own  responsibility  with  regard  to 
the  preservation  of  order  would,  he 
thought,  be  hardly  satisfactory  to  the 
country  at  large.  To  assist  him  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  called  in  cer- 
tain of  the  permanent  officials  of  the 
Home  Office,  and  he  (Lord  Algernon 
Percy)  was  bound  to  state  that  he  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch, 
that  when  permanent  officials  of  the 
Home  Office  inquired  into  the  responsi- 
bility of  that  Office,  no  satisfactory  result 
could  be  arrived  at.  The  Beport,  more- 
over, appeared  to  be  somewhat  unfair. 
It  was  excessively  condemnatory  of  the 
police;  but  some  of  the  reasons  upon 
which  the  Beport  was  founded  were  cir- 
cumstances beyond  the  control  of  the 
police,  and  it  was  therefore  very  hard 
that  they  should  be  blamed  for  them. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  police  were 
entirely  and  alone  in  fault  on  the  8th  of 
February.  For  instance,  on  page  9  of 
the  Report  it  was  mentioned  that  there 
were  no  telegraphic  communications  be- 
tween the  police  in  certain  places  and 
Scotland  Yard;  but  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  Commissioners 
of  Police  had  the  power  to  establish  a 
telegraphic  system  between  Scotland 
Yard  and  dependent  districts.  The 
question  was,  who  was  responsible  for 
the  existence  of  such  a  state  of  things 
as  made  the  occurrence  of  the  events 
of  the  8th  instant  possible  ?  It  seemed 
to  him    that   the    Home    Office    was 

Lord  Algemom  Percy 


clearly  responsible  for  that  unsatisfac- 
tory state  of  things;  for  within  recent 
times  there  had  been  two  inquiries 
into  the  organisation  of  the  police, 
but  no  resulting  action  had  been  taken 
by  the  Home  Office.  Why  were  the 
recommendations  of  those  Committees 
not  carried  out  by  the  Home  Office? 
The  fact  was  that  on  the  recent  occasion 
the  Police  Force  appeared  to  have  been 
lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  security, 
owing  to  previous  demonstrations  having 
passed  otf  peaceably.  They  failed  to 
recogniie  that  the  circumstances  were 
not  ususl ;  but  if  they  were  to  blame  in 
this  the  Home  Office  was  equally  so,  for 
the  Home  Office,  too,  laboured  under  a 
similar  misapprehension,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  even  take  the 
precautions  adopted  by  his  Predecessors, 
in  similar  circumstances,  and  arrange 
to  be  supplied  with  information  by  the 
police  from  time  to  time  during  the  day. 
His  Predecessors  had  generally  made 
arrangements  of  that  kind  on  extraordi- 
nary occasions.  He  might  instance  the 
case  of  the  Reform  Meeting  in  Hyde 
Park,  in  1884,  when  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Fxchequer,  who  was  then  Home 
Secretary,  and  his  right  hon.  Friend 
who  was  Home  Secretary  in  1875,  made 
arrangements  for  receiving  telegrams 
every  hslf-hour,  as  well  as  messages  at 
intervals  during  the  day.  The  House, 
he  thought,  ought  to  be  given  more  in- 
formation with  respect  to  the  treatment 
which  that  very  vslu able  public  servant, 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson,  had  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  Home  Office  Authori- 
ties. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  yester- 
day express^  some  amount  of  regret 
that  the  serricesof  Sir  Edmund  Hender- 
son could  not  be  obtained  upon  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  did  it  not  strike  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  if  he  had  asked 
that  officer  to  reconsider  the  question  of 
his  resignation,  until  after  the  inquiry 
had  taken  place,  instead  of  so  readily 
accepting  it,  he  would  have  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  assistance  upon  the  Com- 
mittee? The  precipitancy  with  which 
Sir  Edmund's  resignation  was  accepted 
seemed  to  give  some  idea  of  the  Inten* 
tion  of  msking  him  a  scapegoat ;  and  he 
submitted  to  the  House  that  a  oxan  who 
had  so  well  served  his  country,  was 
entitled  to  better  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  the  Home  Seoretaiy.  The  House 
might  well  turn  ita  attention  to  tba 
question,  whether  publie  damonalratioiia 
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ooftlit  not  to  h%  oontroUed  to  a  gnmUr 
«»«tc>at  than  herrtoforo.  He  did  notsaj 
that  ther  ooght  to  bo  stopped  alioge* 
thor,  altmmgh  there  was  far  lo»a  reanoo 
for  hoMinic  such  in<H*tio(r«  than  €»xiated 
a  fow  yoart  Ago.  whea  wurking  nicn  had 
f«w«r  mt^ans  of  mekiog  thoir  wlAh<>*t 
known.  But  it  wn«  a  qa<*ntion  for 
connideration  whether  proce<i»ton^  that 
monot>(iItx««<l  the  iitrtH*t4  ahould  bo  p4*r- 
nittted  any  longer — whothnr  eurh  do- 
monstrAtionft  a^  that  of  February  ttth 
•hould  b«»  allowed — for  ho  had  rfH^eiTi^l 
many  commonicationa  from  many  trad(*a- 
mon  complaining  that  when  those  de« 
monatrations  took  place  their  trade  waa 
materially  injured — ^the  fact  waa  that 
lyindon  aubmittod  to  mob  law  on  thoM» 
o(<oaaion«.  If  the  mob  behared  quietly, 
woU  and  gool ;  if  it  did  not,  the  IIouat« 
had  Aoon  what  waa  the  r«»4ult.  If  the 
IIouno  chf'fto  to  acknowledge  and  bow 
down  to  mob  law,  it  muat  expect  to  aee 
rery  fttrange  thioga  from  time  to  time. 
The  kind  of  language  uaed  at  the  meet- 
ing in  Trafalgar  Square  had  been 
re|>eated  ;  and  the  law  ought  to  be 
au^onded,  s*>  aa  to  bring  tummary  pun- 
iahment  upon  people  who  uaed  auch  Ian- 
goage,  and  in  that  way  render  poMible 
the  dealing  with  men  like  Meaarv.  Huma 
and  liyndman.  A  good  dtnil  had  been 
aaid,  of  late,  aa  U^  the  panic  that  prevailed 
among  the  public ;  but  if  there  r«M&llr 
waa  a  panic,  it  waa  not  becau*^o  <if 
the  moba,  but  becauae  an  uncertainty 
eziated  aa  to  the  io  tent  ion  of  the  Uo- 
▼emment  to  aupport  law  and  order  at 
all  haiarda.  ^^  hile  the  right  hon.  lien- 
Ueman  the  H««cretaiy  of  State  for  thr 
Home  Department  waa  trying  to  proae- 
cute  MeMf*.  (^hampion,  Hurna,  and 
llyndmaa  for  the  part  they  had  taken 
in  thia  demoaatratioo,  the  right  hon. 
i  M*ntlemaa  the  IVe^dent  of  the  I>ieal 
itoTemmeot  ISoard  Mr.  (^haml>erlain 
waa  parleying  with  them,  and  the  IVime 
Uintater,  through  hia  TnTat**  Secn*tary, 
waa  expraaatng  himself  ready  to  receiTe 
any  rommnaicationa,  in  writing,  on 
their  behalf.  That  aeomed  to  shiiw  that 
the  praetnt  Goreroment  waa  deatincHl 
to  be  no  more  ttaaaimoua  than  ita 
Liberal  IVadeceaaor.  rnfortonately,  the 
paat  actiona  of  Her  llaj«H»tY'a  Ctovem- 
ment  and  the  ape<«hea  which  had  been 
delivered  by  tome  lleml>era  of  the  Go- 
Temment  contained  mnch  to  eanae  anch 
aacertainty.  One  Member  of  the  GoTere- 
ment  had  actoallj  been  eabpmnaed  by 


aa  an  *' ezpert  in  agitation." 
The  speeohea  of  the  Socialiat  Leadera 
and  of  aome  of  the  Membera  of  Her  Ma* 
:  je^ty'a  (rovemmont  were  ih>  aimilar  that 
,  it  waa  difficult  for  the  nonlegnl  mind  to 
j  uuderatand  how  it  wan  that  the  right 
I  hon.  Gentlemen  waa  enjoying  thetwet^ta 
,  of  Otfice,  while  the  Socialiat •  wore  being 
trieil  in  a  Criminal  Court.  '*  ( >h,  oh !  **  ] 
One  of  the  Socialiata  had  made  a  great 
point,  in  ht»  tpeerh  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
of  the  fact  that  after  the  dynamite  acare 
Parliament  had  taken  i mm ediAt<«  action, 
the  d«Hluction  being  that  if  they  pro- 
duced a  aoan*  by  riot,  action  would  again 
bo  taken  by  Parliament.  The  speech  of 
the  IVime  Minister,  at  Dalkeith,  in 
1879,  when  he  declared  that  the  blowing 
up  of  Clorkenwell  l^riiott  had  brought 
certain  matters  within  the  range  of 
practical  politics,  the  deduction  again 
clearlT  boing  that  if  the  Irish  com* 
mitted  acta  of  violence,  the  attention 
of  Parliament  would  be  called  to  their 
demanda.  Of  ooorae,  the  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  did  not  mean  to  urge  them  again 
to  acts  of  violence,  but  the  result  waa 
disorder,  and  disorder  that  went  for 
"2*2  months  unchecked,  becauae,  aa  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  IVeaident  of 
the  liocal  Government  B<iard  aaid,  at 
Liverpool,  to  have  atopped  the  agitation 
would  have  been  to  have  checked  re- 
form. The  apee4*h  of  Mr.  Buma  in  the 
the  i^ark  and  aome  utterancea  of  the 
Preaideot  of  the  IxKsal  Government 
Board  about  the  murder  of  a  Freneh 
Minister  at  the  time  of  the  French 
Revolution,  read  line  for  line.  It 
would  be  ozceaaively  intereating  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  wonld 
inform  the  Houae  and  the  tradea* 
men  of  the  Metropolia  generally  aa  to 
the  amount  of  **  ranaom  '*  re<|uired  by 
th«*  persona  who  made  such  **  short  work 
of  private  ownerahip*'  of  property  in 
S<mth  Audley  Street,  and  so  thoroughly 
enjoyed  themselv(»t  in  the  pru«*eai»,  ho- 
i  cauae  the  inhabitanta  would  then  know 
what  to  expect  undor  the  circumstances. 
The  p««ople  of  this  country  had  a  right 
to  di*mand  that  the  Government  would 
perform  that  which  waa  tlio  firat  duty 
,  of  a  tfoverament — namely,  the  mainten- 
ance of  law  and  order;  and  that  they 
ahould  not  be  subject  U>  a  r«*|>etition  of 
the  terrible  aeem^a  which  had  b4*en  wit* 
neaa4«d  in  Ir««and,  where  crime  had  been 
allowed  to  ma  uaeheeked,  and  where. 
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at  the  present  moment,  the  GbTern- 
ment  refused  to  enforce  the  law  of  the 
land. 

Mb.  HOWELL  said,  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, it  was  desirable  that  an  investiga- 
tion should  take  place  into  the  character 
of  the  meeting  referred  to,  and  of  the 
men  who  called  it  together.  He  con- 
tended that  a  demonstration  need  not 
necessarily  be  the  prelude  to  a  riot.  That 
demonstrations  might  be  unaccompanied 
by  any  disorder  was  proved  by  the  events 
of  July  21,  1884,  in  which  he,  along  with 
others,  was  personally  concerned,  when 
a  procession  of  120,000  men  passed 
through  the  streets  of  London,  which 
were  lined  by  750,000  people.  Yet  not 
a  window  was  broken,  not  a  person  was 
injured,  neither  was  there  a  flower 
trampled  upon.  One  reason  of  this  was 
that  the  men  who  were  responsible  for 
order  on  that  occasion  were  men  who 
had  the  confidence  of  the  working  men 
of  London.  They  were  not  in  the  pay 
of  the  Tory  Party,  which  now  condemned 
the  late  riots.  Many  of  the  men  respon- 
sible for  the  late  riots  were  hired  to  dis- 
turb public  meetings  in  the  Metropolis. 
They  were  encouraged  to  create  an  as- 
semblage of  persons  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
which  it  was  known  would  probably  lead 
to  riots.  There  were  several  very  curious 
oiroumstances  about  the  matter.  The 
riots  took  place  on  the  very  day  that  the 
Home  Secretary  came  into  Office ;  these 
meetings  of  the  unemployed  were  being 
called  together  in  various  parts  of  Lon- 
don about  12  months  ago,  and  were  con- 
tinued down  to  the  very  day  on  which 
the  Liberal  Govemment  left  Office ;  as 
soon  as  the  Tory  Government  came  in, 
last  June,  these  demonstrations  suddenly 
ceased,  and  although  the  distress  went 
on  accumulating  nothing  more  was 
heard  of  them  until  the  Tory  Govern- 
ment left  Office  and  the  Liberals  re- 
turned to  power.  It  might  be  that 
there  were  reasons  for  this ;  and  he  be- 
lieved it  was  because,  during  the  time 
the  Tory  Government  acted  as  caretakers, 
these  men  were  hired  by  the  Tory  Fartv 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  to  disturb 
the  peace  and  order  of  their  opponents' 
meetings ;  and  these  very  men,  as  soon 
as  the  Liberal  GK>vemment  came  into 
power,  again  disturbed  the  publicp  eaoe 
by  calling  tumultuous  meetings  in  Tra- 
falgar Square.  It  was  exceedingly  con- 
venient for  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Hooae  to  ignore  altogether 


the  character  of  the  men  who  called  the 
meetings  together,  and  to  fasten  all  the 
blame  upon  the  Socialists.      He  (Mr. 
Howell)  had  no   sympathy    with    the 
Socialists;  but  it  was  a  singular  fact 
that  those  men  were  hired  by  the  Tory 
Party,  and  several  of  them  appeared  in 
various  constituencies,  by  the  help  of 
Tory  money,  as  bogus  labour  candidates. 
He  would  like  to  see  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion appointed ;  and  he  hoped  that,  for 
his  own  sake,  the  Home  Secretary  would 
see  that  a  full  and  complete  investiga- 
tion was  made,  not  only  as  to  the  rioting 
which  took  place,  but  as  to  the  character 
of  the  men  who  called  the  meeting  to- 
gether.    He    would  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  his  full  and  decided 
concurrence  in  the  views  upon  the  sub- 
ject expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shoreditch  (Mr.  James  Stuart).    It  waa 
his  firm  conviction  that  the  Dolice  of  the 
Metropolis  ought  to  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  aduly  elected  Municipal  Autho- 
rity.   The  Beport  of  the  Committee  did 
not  give  sufficient  clue  to  the  reason  why 
Sir    Edmund  Henderson's   resignation 
was  tendered  and  so  hastily  accepted ; 
but  it  was  within  his  (Mr.  Howell's)  re- 
collection that  something  like  preesuie 
was  brought  to  bear  upon  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  to  resign  his  position  on  the 
occasion  of  the  demonstration  in  Hyde 
Park,  in  1874,  not  because  of  the  tumult* 
but  because  of  the  peaceable  character 
of  the  proceedings.     Now  he  had  re- 
signed his  position  the  Tory  Party^had  got 
up  a  mock  sympathy  with  regard  to  him. 
Mr.  BUHDETT-COUTTS  said,  he 
did  not  propose  to  follow  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bethnal  Green  (Mr.  Howell)  into 
the    extraordinary  disclosures  he  had 
made  with  regard  to  the  dispositioii  of 
Tory  money.     The  reason  why  he  (Mr. 
Burdett-Contts)  ventured  to  address  the 
House  was  because  he    represented  a 
constituency  which  lay  at  the  heart  of 
the  Metropolis,  and  waa  contiguous  to 
those  soenes  of  disorder  which  were  the 
subject  of  the  present  debate.  He  might 
say,  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bethnal  Green  in  this  connection,  that 
he  was  reminded  that,  in  his  small  elec- 
toral experience,  he  had  suffered  great 
inconvenience  at  the  hands  of  men  who 
certainly  acted  as  if  they  had  been  hired 
by  the  other  side.    He  wished  to  aak 
the  House  whether  they  were  saliafied 
with  the  way  in  which  this  iaqniiy  had 
been  condaoledy  and  with  the  ouumer  in 
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whkh  Sir  Edorand  Htndcnon  had  bewi 
trMtod  ?  He  TMitured  to  think  thai  tha 
Ilona  Saeralary,  in  tha  whoia  of  hit 
alahorata  statamant,  antiraly  miaaad  tha 
point  moat  prominant  in  tha  poblic  mind 
— namaly,  what  part  tha  right  hon. 
GnnUaman  himMli,  tha  llinifttar  of  tha 
l^rown  raaponatble  for  tha  aafat^r  of  tha 
hiatropolia,  plajad  in  this  mattar?  The 
quation  waa,  how  far  had  ho  aocaptad, 
aithar  bafora  or  aftar  tha  araot,  tha 
raapooaibilitiaa  attaching  to  his  high 
OAoa  ^>  raaponaibilittaa  rondarad  the 
more  grnTe  \>j  the  fact  that  thia  waa  no 
ordinary  demonatration.  He  (If  r.  Bur* 
d<*tt.OonUa)  waa  aware  that  tha  Chief 
<  ommiaaionar  had  stated  that  it  had  not 
been  the  cnatom  for  tha  Home  Secretary 
to  giro  special  inatnietiona  with  regard 
t'l  th<>se  demonatrations  ;  bat  he  thought 
that  there  might  be  aomo  who  would  not 
accwpt  this  df»fioition  of  the  functions  of 
tha  ilome  Office.  He  waa  not  speaking 
of  inatructions  in  detail  as  to  the  ma- 
nagement or  difipoMtton  of  the  Force ; 
but  he  thought  that  where  then*  were 
apecial  cireumstancea  attending  a  public 
meeting,  and  arising  from  peculiar  oon- 
ditiona  which  were  known  to  the  public, 
and  which  were  altogether  exret>tional^ 
it  waa  neeeMary  for  tha  Home  6fBce  to 
take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of 
giring  orders  for  more  or  I<««s  stringent 
roeaaurea  to  provide  against  an  out- 
break. There  ware  ftereralciroumstaoces 
which  should  haro  led  to  an  amount 
of  attention  greater  than  ordinary  being 
paid  to  this  dem<>n»tration.  First,  there 
waa  the  condition  of  Urge  masses  of 
people  in  this  city — a  eondition  of  irri- 
tation ;  aecondly  there  waa  the  interna- 
atne  charmeter  of  the  demonstration. 
Again,  public  opinion  had  not  supported 
the  police  in  dealing  with  these  demon - 
strationa.  Public  opinion  had  beeuTery 
delicate  on  the  subjet  t.  The  police  had 
been  educated  up  to  beliare  that  they 
had  no  right  to  interfere,  or  even  t«) 
ahow  thamsetree,  and  the  slight«^t  at- 
tempt on  their  part  to  do  so  had  b4*en 
ronstmed  into  an  attempt  to  co<*rce  the 
righta  of  popular  demonstration  and 
free  spaaah— aa  if,  indeed,  sp««ech,  be  it 
free  or  secret,  which  led  directly  to 
outrage,  had  any  rights  at  all  in  a  civi- 
lised eommnnity.  It  had  grown  to  be 
a  custom  in  this  oountry  not  to  inter- 
fere with  thaae  demonalrationa,  and  not 
to  haeaaanffieiant  forea  at  hand  to  keep 
if  dismrbanaa  aboold  arise.    It 


raatad  on  the  Home  Saeralary  to  eaat 
aside  that  ordinance  of  publie  opinion, 
and  give  support  and  authority  to  the 
police  in  taking  precautions  against 
violence.  It  had  been  left  to  the  event 
to  justify  them  in  doing  so.  If  they 
had  taken  the  matter  in  their  own  hands, 
and,  without  the  iustifioation  of  theae 
outragea,  had  broken  a  few  heada  in 
Pall  Mall,  the  country  would  have  rung 
with  proteats.  The  Home  Secretarv,  if 
anyone,  should  have  foreseen  this  diffi* 
oulty  in  which  the  police  were  placed  by 
custom  and  public  opinion,  and  not  have 
been  in  suen  haste  to  abandon  them, 
because  they  had  not  done  what  he  him* 
self  had  not  the  courage  to  tell  them 
to  do.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
abnegated  his  authority,  and  l>ecamo  a 
perfect  nonentity  in  such  circumstances, 
he  waa  depriving  the|citisen8  of  that 
protection  which,  by  virtue  of  his  Office, 
ne  waa  bound  to  extend  to  them.  It 
waa  the  duty  of  the  Home  Seoretary  to 
take  anch  an  initiative  as  would  enable 
the  police  to  cope  with  violence.  It 
was  abaurd  to  talk  about  the  noltoe 
being  demoralised  and  disorganised.  On 
Sunday  the  police  had  been  able  to  cope 
with  a  far  more  dangeroua  erowd  than 
that  which  aflsombl(*d  on  the  occasion  of 
the  riota.  The  police  could  not  be  ex* 
peoted  to  exeroiso  foresight,  if  the  right 
non.  Gentleman  at  the  h<»ad  of  the  Home 
I>epartment  was  hims4*lf  entirely  blind 
to  the  course  of  events.  But,  although 
tha  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  failed 
to  initiate  or  to  anpport,  he  had  shown 
an  extraordinary  promptitude  in  finding 
someone  to  blame.  He  (llr.  Burdett* 
Ooutts)  complained  both  of  the  Com- 
mittei*  and  tta  Report.  He  knew  not 
what  right  thia  (*<>mmittee  had  to  in* 
veatigate  the  queetion.  It  was  not  a 
(\>mmittaa  appointed  by  that  Houae. 
Was  it  a  (V>mmitte4»  the  oomptMition  of 
which  the  House  would  approve?  He 
could  claim  t*)  speak  with  a  free  hand, 
untrammelled  by  official  considerations 
whieh  might  keep  the  Front  Bench 
silent.  He  found  no  special  qnalifica- 
tion  in  any  Member  of  the  Committee 
for  paatiog  judgment  upon  ao  diffieult 
and  delicate  a  question  as  police  organi* 
sation,  at  leaat  ao  far  aa  the  three  dviiiaa 
Mambera  of  the  Committee  were  oon- 
earned,  and  he  regretted  that  two  If  am* 
hers  of  the  Party  to  which  he  belonged 
had  oonaantad  to  aarve  upon  it,  eapadally 
whao  it  waa  ptaaidad  over  by  tha  Hoaa 
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Beoretaty  himBelf .  To  the  f ourih  Mem- 
ber— the  most  distinguished  of  English 
soldiers,  and  a  man,  moreoTer,  of  sin- 
gular fertility  and  breadth  of  mind — he 
found  this  objection — that,  being  im- 
bued with  military  instincts  and  trained 
to  military  habits,  he  was  called  upon 
to  decide  on  a  purely  Civil  Force.  As 
to  the  fifth  Member,  the  Home  Se- 
cretary himself,  the  objections  to  his 
sitting  on  the  Committee  were  dictated 
by  the  most  ordinary  considerations  of 
fair  play  and  justice.  He  would  not 
deal  in  detail  on  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Beport;  but  its  cha- 
racter oould  be  judged  from  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  Chief  Commissioner  should 
sit  in  Trafalgar  Square  in  a  cocked  hat 
for  the  crowd  to  jeer  at.  The  Home 
Secretary,  by  .the  course  which  he  had 
adopted,  had  passed  an  emphatic  and 
wholesale  condemnation  on  all  his  Pre- 
decessors— on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South-West  Lancashire 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross),  and  especially 
on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ^Sir 
William  Haroourt),  during  wh(Me  pro- 
tracted tenure  of  the  Home  Office  the 
disorganization  of  the  police  had  gradu- 
ally developed  into  the  state  in  which 
his  right  hon.  Colleague  now  described 
it  to  be.  The  police,  the  most  tempe- 
rate and  efficient  force  in  any  capital  in 
the  world,  were  incensed  at  the  humi- 
liation which  had  been  heaped  upon  them 
in  the  person  of  their  Chief  Commis- 
sioner. And  he  thought  it  was  a 
dangerous  thing  to  goad  the  police  into 
irritation  by  such  treatment  as  that. 
He  had  spoken  from  no  Party  motives. 
That  might  be  seen  by  the  fact  that  he 
did  not  conceal  his  regret  that  two 
Members  of  his  Party  had  accepted 
seats  on  that  Committee,  which  had  been 
most  unwisely  appointed  in  a  moment 
of  panic.  And  if  his  remarks  seemed 
to  have  any  personal  bearing,  they  were 
personsl,  mainly,  to  an  officer,  to  whose 
long  service  the  population  owed  such 
a  debt  of  gratitude,  whose  character  for 
oonsdentiouaness,  modesty,  and  loyalty 
was  unsurpassed ;  and  to  whom,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  this  most 
painful  business,  there  had  been  ab- 
solutely no  chance  given,  save  to  do 
what  he  most  certainly  had  done — fold 
his  cloak  around  him  and  fall  like  a 
gentleman. 

Mb.  RITCHIE  said,  that  a  certain 
amount  of  modesty  and  diffidonoe  gene- 

Mr.  Bmd$ii-CnUU. 


rally  characterised  hon.  Members  when 
for  the  first  time  they  spoke  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  But  one  would 
have  imagined,  seeing  that  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  spoken  was  not  in 
any  way  afflicted  with  that  hindrance, 
that  he  had  been  an  habitual  speaker  in 
that  Assembly  for  many  years  past  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  dealt  pretty  freely 
with  the  qualifications  of  the  Gkntlemen 
who  formed  the  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
and  had  spoken  in  disparaging  terms  of 
the  whole  of  them ;  but  it  was  quite 
obvious  from  his  speech  that  the  hon. 
Member  himself  would  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  placing  his  hand  upon  at 
least  one  Gentleman  who  possessed  the 
qualities  which  he  considered  necessary 
for  such  an  investigation.  The  hon. 
Member  spoke  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  Gentlemen  who  composed  this  Com- 
mittee for  inquiring  into  the  delicate 
organization  of  the  police.  He  (Mr. 
Bitchie)  ventured  to  say  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  so  far  as  his  experience 
went,  what  the  Committee  had  to  do 
was  not  to  inquire  into  the  delicate 
organization  of  the  Police  Force,  or  into 
the  relations,  not  easy  to  be  defined, 
which  existed  between  that  force  and 
the  Home  Office,  but  they  were  called 
upon  to  inquire  into  the  reasons  why 
such  a  lamentable  break-down  occurred. 
Be  was  bound  to  say  that  when  he  was 
asked  to  take  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Committee,  it  never  occurred  to  him,  for 
a  single  moment,  that  the  question  was 
one  which  involved  either  an  acquittal  of 
the  Home  Secretary  from  the  responsi- 
bility which  he  undoubtedly  lay  under, 
or  that  it  involved  any  question  con- 
nected with  politics  of  any  kind  what- 
ever. He  considered  that  he  was  only 
performing  his  duty  as  a  Metropolitan 
Member  in  taking  part  in  an  investiga- 
tion which  it  was  undoubtedly  the  duty 
of  the  Home  Secretary  to  take  in  hand. 
It  was  quite  clear  that  the  Home  Secre- 
tary was  responsible  to  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  preservation  of  public 
order  in  the  Metropolis,  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  given  sufficient 
orders  to  the  executive  body  at  his  com- 
mand, it  was  for  that  House  to  form  for 
itself  an  opinion  upon  the  point,  and  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentlenian  to  juadfy  his 
conduct  to  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
aaked  the  House,  whether  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  undertaken  sneh  an 
inquiry  by  himself,  ae  he  might  have 
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doo«,  it  WM  likelj  Uiat  it  would  hAT« 
eommanded  the  oonfidMic«  of  the  Houm 
of  Oummoiu,  or  of  the  poople  of  London  ? 
WhaUrer  might  be  the  qualificetiont  of 
the  Gentlemen  who  oompoeed  the  (\im* 
mittee,  there  wee  no  one  who  would 
charge  nnr  one  of  them  with  a  desire  to 
•uppreee  facte,  or  to  eereen  the  Home 
Svcff  tarjy  or  to  ditguiee,  in  any  ehape 
or  form,  the  reeponeibilitj  which  lay 
npon  him.  It  was  mado  perfectly  dear 
and  evident  by  almoet  the  nrst  paragraph 
in  the  Koport  that  the  Oommtttee  noror 
nndrrtook  that  duty.  There  was  another 
point  which  thoy  felt  could  not  be 
adequately  dealt  with  by  the  Committee, 
and  that  wae  the  tuTeetigation  into  the 
origin  of  the  dietorbances.  He  felt 
Tery  atrongly,  and  he  might  say  that  he 
indacvd  hie  Colleaguee  on  the  Committee 
to  think  with  him,  that  euch  an  inquiry 
wae  highly  dceirable  and  neceaMury ;  but, 
at  the  eame  time,  he  felt,  from  the  oon- 
etitution  (if  the  Committeo  and  from  the 
maan»  r  in  which  the  inTeetigation  wae 
carried  on,  it  wae  not  a  body  competent 
ti>  carry  on  an  inreetigation  euch  ae  that 
Such  an  inquiry,  he  h<*ld,  ought  to  be  of 
a  public  character,  where  the  OTidenoe 
would  be  publiehed  day  by  day,  and 
where  thoee  who  were  accufted  would 
huTe  an  opportunity,  in  the  public  Preea, 
of  teeing  the  charge  of  which  they  stood 
accuftofi,  and,  if  necc-dtary,  of  giving  eri- 
denee  to  refute  it.  Therefore,  thev  had 
no  hesitation  in  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  not  their  duty  to  make  such 
an  inquiry  into  therf^lative  responsibility 
of  the  Home  Olfice  in  the  matter.  The 
hon  Member  for  IWthnal  Oreen  Ifr. 
Howell),  in  the  course  of  a  riolent 
harangue  altogether  onsutted  to  the  sub- 
i<«ci  which  was  under  ditouasion,  and 
which,  perhaps,  might  Tcry  properly 
bring  upon  him  the  attention  of  the  force 
whoee  conduct  he  had  been  impugning, 
spoke  about  ''hired  Tory  agitators;*' 
and  when  he  (Mr.  KitchioJ  regarded  the 
extraTaganee  of  his  language,  and  the 
etfect  which  usually  followed  Auch  extra* 
Tagant  language,  he  began  to  wonder 
whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  him- 
s«»lf  a  hired  Tory  agiutor^'**  Order, 
ord<w!'*l 

Mm.  8l>EAKi:R :  The  hon.  (^enUeman 
is  BOW  employing  language  which  is 
hardly  in  aecordance  with  the  proper 
order  of  Parliamentary  debate. 

Mm.  BITCHIE  said,  he  withdrew  it. 
Ue  fa^e  it  not  as  his  own  opinion,  but 
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as  the  opinion  which  might  be  formed 
by  the  language  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
himself;  but  he  withdrew  it.  He  had 
some  recolloction  of  a  recent  case  in 
which  the  hon.  Gontlemsn  hsd  ht^n  en« 
gagod  with  some  of  those  whom  he  (Mr. 
Kitchie;  imsgined  were  not  unlikely  to 
have  formed  a  portion  of  that  meeting ; 
and  he  could  rery  well  understand,  look- 
ing  to  the  result  of  the  case  to  which  ho 
had  referred,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
might  h%Te  been  very  anxious  to  take 
the  present  opportunity  of  retaliating 
upon  thoee  who  were  successful  in  a  cer- 
tain trial. 

Ma.  HOWELL:  On  the  point  of 
Order,  I  beg  to  ask  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
is  not  exceeding  the  proper  latitude? 

Ma.  KITCHIE  said,  he  was  referring 
to  a  report  in  the  onblic  Press,  and  he 
did  not  think  he  haa  ns<Hi  a  word  which 
was  not  entirely  justified  by  the  result 
in  thai  case.  It  was  not  surprising  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch  (Mr. 
James  Stuart)  had  taken  the  opportunity 
of  bringing  forward  the  case  of  London 
goTsmment.  But  when  he  (Mr.  RitchiiO 
looked  around,  and  wondered  what  haa 
become  of  the  valiant  leaders  of  the 
cause  of  reform  of  London  goremment, 
and  saw  that  their  place  in  the  Houee 
knew  them  no  more,  he  was  rery  much 
afhud  he  could  not  congratulate  the 
hon.  Member  upon  the  popularity  of 
the  cause  which  he  had  taken  in  hand ; 
for  if  there  was  one  thing  which  had 
been  more  clearly  shown  than  another 
at  the  General  Election,  it  was  that  the 
poople  of  London  had  no  faith  in  their 
would-be  leaders.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  he  would  hare  introduced 
some  words  into  his  Keeolution  to  the 
eflbet  that  the  reform  of  London  goTem- 
ment  was  urgently  desirable,  if  it  had 
not  been  that  the  Home  Secretaiy  had 
promised  him  that  tba  matter  would 
receire  early  attention.  I^t  not  the 
hon.  Gentleman  lean  upon  such  a  frail 
re<Hi  as  that.  He  had  snen  questions  of 
a  similar  character  put  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  tho  Ex- 
chequer,  when  he  was  Home  8ecre« 
tary,  Heesion  afUr  Session,  and  jMkr 
after  year,  with  answers  regulariy  g\rf*n 
thai  he,  too,  was  Tery  anxione  indMd  to 
introduce  a  Bill  of  the  kind ;  but,  with 
one  abortiTe  exception,  the  Hassions 
passed  away  without  the  Bill  seeing  the 
light  of  day.  Ther  knew  what  effect 
tluU  ptwttarinati—  nad  had  in  referenee 
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to  ou%  important  matter — ^he  referred 
to  the  question  of  the  water  supply — 
and  they  knew  that  at  the  present  time 
the  ratepayers  were  suffering  to  a  very 
large  extent  annually  in  consequence  of 
that  question  having  been  so  postponed. 
But  there  was  one  exception  which 
ought  to  be  made — notwithstanding 
that  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  had 
promised  that  London  should  have  the 
eontrol  of  its  water  supply  and  other 
matters — he  had  never  promised  that 
the  London  Government  Bill  would  give 
the  London  population  control  over  its 
police.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
experience  of  the  Office  of  Home  Secre- 
tary had  convinced  him  that  such  a 
transfer  of  the  police  from  the  Home 
Office  to  a  central  Municipality  for  Lon- 
don was  not  one  calculated  to  add  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  force,  but  one  that  might 
in  dangerous  and  in  excited  times  have 
the  very  opposite  effect.  80  that  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Shoreditoh  was  asking  the  House  to 
assent  to  was  the  postponement  of  a 

Eressing  question.  For  his  own  part, 
e  (Mr.  Kitohie)  was  not  prepar^  to 
relegate  it  to  the  dim  and  distant  future 
which  the  hon.  Member  desired;  and 
he  maintained  that  there  was  nothing 
more  pressing  in  connection  with  the 
government  of  London  than  the  placing 
of  the  police  on  a  proper  footing.  With 
reference  to  what  had  been  said  by  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Algernon  Percy), 
the  Committee  had  passed  no  censure 
on  the  police  at  all.  What  they  had 
pointed  out  was  the  great  desirability 
of  having  the  faults  which  existed  re- 
medied ;  and  he  thought  his  noble  Friend 
would  see  that  it  was  part  of  the 
duty  of  this  Committee  to  point  out  in 
what  it  was  the  police  system  had  failed, 
and  also  to  show  where  those  arrange- 
ments were  faulty.  He  was  inclined  to 
think  that  there  ought  to  be  a  public 
inquiry  into  what  the  relations  were  be- 
tween the  Home  Office  and  the  police.  He 
did  not  think  that  a  mere  Departmental 
inquiry,  such  as  was  contemplated,  would 
give  satisfaction  to  the  public.  The  publio 
wanted  the  whole  thing  to  be  publicly 
investigated.  He  knew  that  a  great  deal 
had  been  said;  but,  after  the  matter 
was  now  all  over,  he  had  no  reason  to 
think  that  he  did  anything  more  than 
his  dear  duty  in  joining  the  investigation 
which  took  place.  One  word  as  to  the 
dharaoter  of  the   mob.     Aa   regsjrded 


that  point,  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Memoer  for  Shore- 
ditch.  Like  that  hon.  Member,  he  was 
the  Member  for  one  of  the  most  working- 
class  constituencies  in  London ;  and  he 
said  that  it  was  unfair  and  unjust  to 
charge  the  unemployed  working  men  in 
the  Eisist  End  of  London  as  being  in  any 
degree  the  authors  of  these  riots.  He 
was  certain  that  there  were  none  who 
would  welcome  more  cordially  than  his 
constituents  a  publio  inquiry  into  these 
disturbances,  because  it  would  free  them 
from  the  blame  that  had  been  nnjustly 
cast  upon  them.    

Mb.  WESTLAEE  said,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  chances  of  London 
Municipal  Reform  were  not  so  distant 
as  imagined  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  last  spoken  (Mr.  Ritchie).  For 
himself,  he  deprecated  any  interference 
with  the  legitimate  right  of  public  meet* 
ing  in  London,  and  regretted  that  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Algernon 
Percy)  should  have  suggested  the  prohi* 
bition  of  these  assemblies  altogether. 

LoBD  ALGERNON  PERCY  rose  to 
Order.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
was  decidedly  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  he  (Lord  Algernon  Perpy)  had  ad- 
vocated their  totid  suppression.  What 
he  had  said  was  that  they  should  be 
conducted  under  different  rules. 

Mr.  WESTLAKE  said,  there  was 
this  to  be  considered — ^that  as  the  shop- 
keepers of  London  enjoyed  special  ad- 
vantages in  living  in  the  Metropolis, 
they  also  must  expect  to  incur  special 
disadvantages.  The  police  were  ad- 
mirably organised  for  the  preservation 
of  the  ordinary  peace  of  the  Metro- 
polis, and  no  man  aeserved  mater  credit 
m  that  respect  than  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson ;  but  they  were  unprepared  for 
what  was  really  the  strategical  duty  of 
dealing  with  large  disorderly  erowda. 
He  trusted  that  the  reforms  which  might 
be  recommended  would  not  obstruct 
upon  some  near  occasion  the  aooomplish- 
ment  of  the  reform  which  he  suggested 
— ^namely,  the  division  of  the  Police 
Foroe  into  two  bodies  under  separate 
controls,  that,  in  his  view,  being  the 
best  solution  of  the  question.  In  that 
way  the  ordinary  police,  oomprisiog 
nearly  the  whole  number  of  the  f6t«e, 
should  be  given  to  the  Metropolitaa 
Corporation,  for  he  onila  agreed  with 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Shore- 
ditoh (Mr.  James  StaaH)  that  thej 
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oft^a  Migsnd  ia  diacuMuig  malUn 
whieh  would  reallj  more  baoome  tho 
Wfttoh  Gommittoo  of  a  llimieipal  Cor* 
poralioii  thftn  that  Hoom.  But  tbo 
natton  bad  the  aaoio  right  to  the  control 
of  tho  police  required  for  the  protcKtion 
of  the  rarltament,  the  Palaceei  and  the 
Pttblie  i)fllcee,  all  which  belonged  to  the 
nation,  which  the  Metropolis  bad  to  the 
contrcl  of  the  ordinafy  poUoe.  And  thte 
e|K>Gial  polioe  might  be  oonveaientlj 
bined  with  that  required  for  emergendee 
euch  aa  that  which  had  lately  occurred, 
forming  a  body  which  should  be  perma- 
aently  under  the  control  of  the  Home 
Office. 

LoaoCnARLES  BEBE8F0RD.  who 
bad  on  the  Paper  aa  Amendment  to  the 
effect  that  oompenaation  ought  to  be 
pniTided  at  the  public  expense,  said, 
that  as  a  If  ember  for  one  of  the  con- 
stituencitie  that  had  been  inraded  and 
bombarded  he  claimed  to  say  a  fsw 
words,  (reoerally  speaking,  in  his  opi- 
nion, there  was  no  question  but  that  aft  or 
the  stone  throwing  had  begun  60  useful 
and  determined  men,  such  as  were  to 
be  found  in  the  police,  could  hare 
stopped  the  riot  at  any  moment.  That 
had  been  clearly  shown  by  the  Report, 
since  an  Insp<«oior— Inspector  Cuthbert, 
with  16  men  at  his  command — in  Oxford 
Htreet,  had  been  able  to  break  up  and 
thoroughly  to  demoralise  the  mob, 
diTorung  them  into  byo^strsets,  and 
thsfehy  saring  a  great  amount  of 
damage  to  tradesmen.  The  tradesmen 
and  others  who  suffered  damage  were 
paying  a  Tory  high  police  rate,  and  that 
rata  was  regardtfd  practioaily  as  an  in- 
aaraace  against  such  possibiuties  occur* 
ring  as  that  which  had  occurred  on  the 
ath.  la  oae  parish,  which  had  suffered 
heavily,  the  police  rate  last  year  had 
b4^ea  nearly  £35,000.  The  other  day 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Homo 
Secretary  had  told  them--aad  they  had 
all  been  delighted  to  hear  it — that  com- 
peosatioa  would  be  girea  to  those  who 
aad  suffered  damage.  But  he  .^Lord 
Charies  Beresford)  uadetstood  that  that 
oompeasatioa  was  lo  be  girea  out  of 
money  paid  partlv  by  the  ratepayers, 
and  partly  out  of  a  public  fund.  He 
thought  that  that  was  not  quite  fair  to 
tha  people  to  whom  compensation  was 
to  be  given,  stace  they  would  iadirectly 
be  eompaasataajp  themsaUes  oot  of  thetr 
own  posksls.  Be  thought  that  tha  Oo- 
shooU  iad  tha  BMMj  imr  this 


compeasatioa,  siaea  they  had  tha  entire 
charge  of  the  police,  and  were  rsspon- 
sible  for  what  they  had  done — and  for 
what  they  had  not  done--oa  that  day. 
If  any  tradesmen  had  suffered  ssTeroly, 
not  only  from  the  sacking  of  shops  and 
breaking  of  windows,  but  alfto  from  the 
fei»ling  of  UDcertaiotT  which  had  re* 
suited.  ThoT  might  be  told  thst  it  waa 
a  bad  precedent  to  form ;  but,  ia  his 
humble  opinioa,  it  would  be  a  good  oae 
that  the  Goremment  should  pay  the 
damage,  aa  it  would  be  good  guaraatee 
that  such  a  disgraceful  occurreace  did 
not  happen  again.  The  amottnt  waa 
only  about  £13,000*-a  very  small  sum 
for  the  State  to  pay,  but  of  groat 
moment  to  the  tradesmen  who  had 
suffered.  There  had  undoubtedly  been 
an  extraordinary  want  of  energy  and 
resource  shown  on  that  ocoasion.  He 
waa  not  blaming  the  police ;  they  were 
aa  fine  a  body  of  men  aa  it  waa  possiblo 
to  conceire,  and  who  had  often  very  irk- 
some duties  to  perform ;  but  they  had 
been  in  the  position  of  disciplined  men 
waiting  for  orders,  knowing  what  ought 
to  be  done,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
one  Inspector,  no  one  seemed  to  have 
grasped  the  situation  properly  at  the 
moment.  He  had  beea  glad  to  hear 
what  had  been  so  kindly  said  on  both 
sidee  of  the  House  with  respect  to  Sir 
Edmund  Henderson,  who  certainly  had 
no  other  course  than  to  rssiga ;  aad  he 
hoped  the  Home  Secretary  would  ssy 
more  thaa  he  had  already  said  ia  re- 
coguitioa  of  that  officer's  sarviess.  They 
ought  to  bear  ia  miad  what  the  Chief 
Commissioaer  had  doae.  For  17  years 
he  had  commaaded  a  force  of  13,000 
maa  who  had  beea  doiag  the  police 
work  for  4,000,000  or  6,000.000  of 
people,  iasuriag  thair  safety,  aad  pro* 
vidtng  for  their  comfort  aad  ei^oyment ; 
and  for  all  that  he  thought  he  did  de- 
serve a  word  or  two  more  of  oommeada- 
tioa.  With  regard  to  the  iaquiry,  while 
not  wishing  to  appear  to  say  anything 
dioaspaotful  with  regard  to  his  right 
hon.  Frisad  the  Home  Secretary,  he  did 
think  that  the  poeitioa  which  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  held,  by  placing  him  - 
self  at  its  head,  was  rather  a  ludictoua 
oae.  His  position  was  like  that  of  aa 
admiral  who  had  got  tato  difficnltiee, 
had  thea  ordered  a  court  martial  upoa 
his  snbcvdiaatea  Un  tha  Uuadars  for 
which  ba  hiaisalf  had  beea  rsapoa- 
sibla,   aad  thaa  auda  hiaMslf  prvei* 
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dent  of  the  oourt.  He  oould  not  help 
thinking  it  would  have  been  better  u 
someone  else  had  presided  at  the  in- 
quirj.  With  regard  to  what  had  fallen 
from  one  hon.  Member,  he  could  not 
agree  that  meetings  such  as  these  should 
be  stopped ;  but  he  thought  that  they 
ought  to  be  regulated,  and  not  to  be 
allowed  in  inclosed  places  such  as  Tra- 
falgar Square ;  there  was,  howeyer,  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  be  allowed 
to  take  place  in  the  Parks.  In  going 
to  the  Wrk  those  who  were  to  take 
part  in  the  meetings  could  be  kept 
under  proper  control.  It  was,  in  his 
opinion,  an  excellent  safety  yalTC  to 
permit  people  to  meet  to  thresh  out  ques- 
tions which  agitated  the  public  mind. 
With  regard  to  the  proposed  re-organi- 
zation of  the  police,  he  hoped  that  uiere 
would  be  a  public  inquiry,  and  not  a 
Departmental  Committee.  Indeed,  a 
Committee  composed  of  Members  of 
the  House  would  be  more  satisfactory. 

Thb  SECBETABY  op  STATE  fob 
THX  HOME  DEPABTMENT  (Mr. 
Ohildebs)  said,  he  thought  that  pro- 
bably the  time  had  now  come,  after 
80  many  speeches  upon  this  question, 
when  he  should  state  on  the  part  of  the 
Gk>Ternment,  and  on  his  own  part,  what 
he  proposed  to  do  with  respect  to  the 
Motion  before  them,  and  also  the  Motion 
of  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Charles 
Beresford),  should  that  noble  Lord  have 
an  opportunity  of  moving  it.  The  noble 
Lord  had,  indeed,  practic^y.been  speak- 
ing to  the  Motion  which  stood  in  his 
name.  The  noble  Lord  had  suggested, 
on  the  point  of  compensation  for  da- 
mages, that  the  Gk>yemment  should  find 
the  whole  of  the  money  required  for 
that  purpose ;  because  if  the  ratepayers 
paid  half  of  it,  aa  was  proposed,  possibly 
those  who  had  suffex«d  damage  would 
be  paying  a  small  fraction  of  the  com- 
pensation to  themselTee  out  of  their  own 
pockets.  But  if  the  public,  the  tax- 
payers, paid  the  whole  of  this  charge, 
the  tradesmen  who  had  suffered  would 
atill  be  contributing,  only  the  amount 
would  be  divided  among  a  mueh  larger 
number  of  persons;  and  although  the 
amount  might  be  different  the  principle 
would  be  just  the  same.  He  confessed 
he  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  noble 
Lord's  argument,  and  he  had  not,  up  to 
that^int,  been  persuaded.  With  regard 
to  pouits  raised  by  other  hon.  Memben  on 
both  sidee  ol  the  HoQse»  the  hon.  Mem- 
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her  who  hadmoved  the  Amendment  (Mr. 
James  Stuart)  by  means  of  it  wished 
the  House  to  declare  at  once  that  the 
representatives  of  the  ratepayers  in  the 
Metropolis  should  have  direct  control 
over  the  police.  As  he  (Mr.  Childers) 
understood  him,  the  hon.  Member  did 
not  wish  to  prevent  the  inquirv  pro- 
posed into  the  organization  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  police ;  but  he  did  propose 
that  the  House  should  now  pass  a  Beso- 
lution  which  should  conclude  the  ques- 
tion whether  in  the  future,  at  some 
reasonably  distant  time,  the  police  of 
the  Metropolis  should  be  placed  under 
local  control,  instead  of  under  the  con* 
trol  of  the  Executive  Government.  He 
was  afraid  that  he  could  not  accept  that 
Motion;  his  view  was  this — they  had, 
at  the  present  moment,  urgent  need  of 
dealing  with  the  question  as  to  the 
police  arising  out  oi  the  recent  inquiry. 
As  to  the  Bill  with  regard  to  the  Me* 
tropolis,  which  he  hoped  at  no  very  long 
date  to  introduce,  he  declined  at  the 
present  moment  to  declare  its  provisions ; 
the  Gk>vemment  must  have  entire  liberty 
of  action  in  this  matter.  When  the 
London  (Government  Bill  was  introduced, 
it  would  be  quite  sufficient  time,  when 
it  was  being  discussed,  to  discuss  the 
question  of  responsibility  for  the  Metro- 
politan Police.  In  the  meantime  he  did 
not  commit  himself  or  his  Colleagues 
in  the  smallest  degree  to  any  course  on 
that  subject;  but  he  aaked  hia  hon. 
Friend,  on  his  side,  to  give  the  Oovem- 
ment  liberty  of  action,  and  not  to  fetter 
them,  as  the  Besolntion  would  fetter 
them,  in  carrying  out  a  particular  men- 
sure  with  respect  to  the  respouBibility 
for  the  Metropolitan  Police  until  they 
came  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the 

Sivemment  of  London.  If  the  hon. 
ember  would  trust  him  in  that  reapoct 
he  hoped  he  would  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment. Ab  to  the  general  queation  of 
what  happened  on  the  8th  of  tnis  month, 
and  the  m^uiry  that  had  since  teken 

Slace,  and  his  own  conduct  in  the  matter, 
e  might,  perhaps,  be  excused  if  he  did 
not  reply  in  detail  to  the  saggeationa  of 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  St. 
Qeorge's,  Hanover  Square  (Lord  Alger- 
non Percy)  in  attacking  some  of  the 
speeches  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  and  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  LMal 
Qovemment  Board  (Mr.  Chamberlain). 
Whatever  opiniona  his  right  hon.  Friend 
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t:n«(lit  baTo  on  political  quMiions,  thoy  I  aaaiiit  him  ?  IIo  ropliod  that  ampla 
had  nothing  whatoTor  to  do  with  the  '  arrangf^monta  had  b<M»n  made,  lie 
•  il»ja(*t  which  the  House  waa  now  eon- 1  again  nuked  if  there  waa  anything  left 
»i<li>rtngt  which  waa  the  conduct  of  tho^  '  in  which  he  could  b^  of  aMletanco,  and 
rr"»finn«ible  for  public  order  on  the  8th  >  waa  told  no,  CTerything  waa  Cf>mpletod. 
o(  thie  month.     The  real  queetion  be-    Eron  then  he  waa   not  aatiafieil,    and 


ftire  the  llouie  waa,  whether  he  Mr 
rhildera)  act<Hl  properly  in  the  counio 
Lo  took  on  the  Rtli;  and  wheth«*r  he 
aMM  properly  in  appointing  the  Com- 
ii*itt<N>  which  aaaiMca  nim  in  hia  inree- 
ti)^ation«;  and  whother  he  actod  pro- 
{Hrly  in  the  announcomcnt  he  had 
ma*le  to  the  Ilouae  of  a  pMi>)actlfur- 
th«»r  inquiry  into  tho  administration 
<if  the  police  ?  Thoac  w<>ro  the  real  qucs- 
ti«m9  before  the  Houao.  FromdifTorent 
punta  of  Tiew,  hie  conduct — ho  did  not 
My  hia  motirce^in  certain  reep<*cta  had 
l>«*#n  attacked,  not  in  rioloot  language, 
but  io  a  Tcry  intelligent  and  donr  man- 
n*«r ;  and  it  waa  hia  duty  to  plaoo  before 
thA  I!ou««»  hia  reaaona  for  the  courae 
ithich  ho  t4>ok,  and  he  ahould   submit 


aaked  the  Chief  Commiaaioner  if  hn 
waa  aware  of  the  peculiar  character  of 
thia  meeting— that  it  waa  not  a  m^eting 
of  one  party,  auch  aa  the  Reform  do* 
mon^tration,  or  the  Tichbome  demon* 
atratton,  but  that  two  parties  w^n*  on* 
gngod  in  it,  the  Fiiir  Tradera  under  Mr. 
Kenny,  and  tho  Sxialiftta  brottght  to- 

f  other  by  Mr.  IlTndman  and  Mr.  Bums, 
le  a«k<*d  him  wnoth«^r  he  waa  prepared 
for  that  ?  B  )th  the  Ohiof  Commiaaioner 
and  the  Assistant  OommisHtoncra  said 
that  they  were  perfectly  well  aware  of 
the  nature  of  the  meeting,  and  had 
made  all  neceasary  preparations.  He 
aikM  how  many  men  they  had  brought 
t'>guther,  and  they  replied  that  alto- 
gother  they  had   r>()0   or  700  men  in 


himself  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  .  n*adinesa.  They  explained  that  a  por* 
in  conni^ction  with  th<^rn.  The  noble  j  tion,  60  or  70,  worenrtually  ittTrafaigar 
I>>rd    who    had    attnrked    him      Ix>rtl 


Algernon  IVrcr)  admitte<l  that  he  only 


Square,  and  that  663  men  were  held  in 
reaerre.     They  as^ure-l  him,  therefore, 


camn  into  i>th<o  a  few  houra  before  '  that  they  had  made  all  preparation*. 
these  eventa  took  plare ;  but  he  said  Knowing  that  tho  Chief  (Nimmis»ioner 
that  the  c>urso  he  ^Mr.  (^hildera)  took  had  bi»en  in  communicntion  with  hia 
waa  unwiae  in  many  retinects,  and  that  Pre<bH*e««or,  knowing  the  great  expo- 
he  waa  not  blameli*sa  m  the  direction  he  I  rience  in  mattera  of  thia  kind  that  gen* 
gave  to  ihi*  police.  He  would  lay  be-  tleman  had,  and  in  riew  of  the  fact 
f«r«»  thn  Houae,  with  «tncerity  and  rin-  that  he  Mr.  (^hilder^^  had  himaelf  only 
dour,  exactly  what  t«v»k  pln^e.  When  >  beon  in  OtHoe  half- an -hour,  he  thought 
!:•*  came  into  Offico,  he  t(M>k  orcr  the  -  nothing  would  hare  been  more  fi>oli«h 
Home  iK'partment  at  11  oVl<Kk  «in  the  than  fur  him,  as  Secretary  of  State,  to 
miming  of  the  6th  of  February.  As  interfere  in  any  way,  oTen  if  interference 
^"•in  aa  h<*  came  int<>  Office,  it  was  hia  |  were  n*)uired.   He  bad  aaid  before,  and 


•iuty  to  see  the  gentlemen  msponaible  •  he  repeated,  that  the  relations  of  the 
fi>r  different  parts  of  the  administration  '  Secretary  of  Htate  with  the  Chief  Com* 
of  the  Home  Office.  One  of  hia  first  :  miasion«T  were  very  much  the  relations 
a«-ta  was  to  reqneat  the  Commissioners  |  which  existed  between  the  Secretary  of 
of  Poltoe  to  come  to  him.  and  to  f»tate  State  for  War  and  the  General  Officer 
what  waa  the  position  of  pcdice  quea-  .  of  the  Army  i^ent  on  an  Expedition.  It 
ttona  at  that  amount.  One  question  he  '  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
put  waa  wh«th«'r  thi«T  had  mad<»  auffl-  '  in  the  firat  inatanre,  to  di»*'*uaa  with  the 
(i<*nt  preparations  for  what  was  then  (fcneral  Offic«*r  the  plan  of  the  cam- 
gmng  on  in  Trafalgar  S(iuare~  for  when  '  tiaign.  In  the  year  1^^^'i  it  had  been 
Le  s|M>ke  the  me<*ting  had.  to  a  great  '  bi.s  duty  to  di«cu«a  with  l>ord  Wolaeley, 
extent,  alreaily  cr>lle<tfM|.  The  arrang<w  with  the  grenteat  roinutcneaa,  the  plan 
Ki«nt4  of  th«  (^>nlmi••*ioner«l  hn<l  b<»4*n  '  of  the  campaign  which  ended  in  tho 
c  >mpl«*ted  two  daya  b<>fore ;  the  Chi^f '  buttle  of  Trl-el-Kebir  on  the  Tfry  dar 
<  *«mimiasiooer  saw  his  Mr.  (*hildera*«  lyrd  WoU«*ley,  in  his  r«K>m,  aaid  it  would 
I'redeceaaor  on  the  pn*Tious  Friday,  and  tak«»  place.  There  was  no  jMiint  of  de- 
on  Saturday  all  d«»tails  w«*re  arranged,  tail  of  that  campaign  which  he  had  not 
He  aaked  the  Chief  (^ommia»ioner  if  hia  gone  carefully  through  m  ith  Lord  Wf»la«*- 
arraafementa  were  sattsfaetorr,  and  if '  ley,  before  the  latter  left  England.  That 
tharvwasMy  way  fai  whioh  ha  aonld   waathepoaitioBof  theeooreUryofStato 
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for  War  in  relation  to  the  Army.  Yerj 
similar  was  the  Oonstitutional  position  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  with  the  head  of 
the  Police  Force.  He  discussed,  in  the 
first  instance,  any  point  which  the  Chief 
Commissioner  thought  fit  to  briog  before 
him ;  he  asked  him  for  further  explana- 
tions ;  and  then  the  responsibility  lay 
upon  those  who  had  to  carry  out  the 
orders.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  think 
that  these  separate  functions  ought  to 
be  mixed.  The  general  idea  of  every- 
thiog  being  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  the  Minister  was  considered  the  wise 
idea ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  was 
a  very  foolish  idea.  The  responsibility 
of  the  Minister  and  of  the  executive 
officer  ought  to  be  quite  clearly  distinct. 
When  the  orders  had  been  settled,  it 
was  for  the  officer  to  carry  them  out ; 
and  the  Minister  who  interfered  would 
be  a  foolish  Minister,  instead  of  a  wise 
Minister,  as  some  people  appeared  to 
think.  Another  point  had  been  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Abbey  Di- 
vision of  Westminster  (Mr.  Burdett- 
Coutts).  He  said  that,  notwithstanding 
his  recent  accession  to  Office,  there 
was  a  prevalent  idea  in  the  public 
mind  that  something  dangerous  might 
be  anticipated  on  the  day  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  he  ought  to  have  made  further 
inquiries  and  taken  steps  to  avert  the 
danger  which  all  the  world  expected. 
The  hon.  Member  seemed  to  him  (Mr. 
Childers)  to  be  one  of  those  who  were 
wise  after  the  event.  What  was  the 
general  impression  on  the  public  mind 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  referred? 
He  had  looked  at  the  newspapers — and 
they  offered  a  tolerably  dear  indication 
of  what  the  public  mind  looked  forward 
to.  On  Monday  morning  in  The  I\mei 
there  was  not  one  single  mention  in  any 
part  of  the  paper  of  any  apprehension,  or 
even  of  the  meeting  iUelf .  In  one  other 
paper,  7%e  Standmrdt  there  was  an  article 
on  the  distress,  and  incidentally  it  was 
mentioned  that  some  of  the  distressed 
classes  would  meet  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
without  the  smallest  reference  to  any 
apprehension  of  what  actually  arose.  In 
another  newspaper  there  was  no  refer- 
ence  to  the  meeting ;  while  in  another, 
in  an  article  nnder  the  head  of  ''The 
Unemployed,"  it  was  said  that  the  Chair* 
man  of  the  (General  Labourers'  Union, 
at  a  meeting  on  the  previous  Saturday, 
•tated  that  they  bad  asked  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  not  to  send  a  laige  body  of 

Mr.  ChiUere 


police  to  Trafalgar  Square,  because  the 
men  themselves  would  be  able  to  keep 
order.  This  was  the  only  reference  in 
that  or  any  other  paper.  He  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  anokiyze  what  appeared  in 
the  papers  published  on  the  8tn  of  Feb- 
ruary, such  as  2^  Tiwue,  The  Standard, 
and  The  Morning  Poet^  and  he  said  most 
distinctly  there  was  not  a  scintilla  of 
fear  or  apprehension  expressed  in  any 
of  them.  Ke  thought  that,  nnder  those 
circumstances,  he,  at  any  rate,  ought  to 
be  entirely  exonerated  from  any  blame 
in  not  taking  more  steps  than  he  actaally 
had  taken  when  he  saw  the  (Thief  Com- 
missioner of  Police  and  inquired  from 
him  what  were  the  arrangements  he  had 
made,  and  got  from  him,  in  a  oonversa* 
tion  of  some  length,  the  details  and 
facts  as  to  those  arrangements.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Westminster  said  that 
he  (Mr.  Childers)  had  abnegated  hia 
own  authority  and  become  a  perfect 
nonentity.  He  had  not  done  so.  Had 
he  fussed  and  fidgetted  in  matters  of 
detail  he  would  have  abnegated  hia 
authority ;  but  he  did  not  do  that ;  he 
held  the  sound  doctrine  as  to  the  relative 
responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  heads  of  the  police  in  maintain* 
ing  order  in  London;  and  he  thought 
he  had  shown,  from  the  facts  he  had 
stated,  that  no  neglect  of  duty  or  per- 
sonal abdication  of  authority  conld  bo 
charged  against  him.  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  after  stating  that  he  should 
have  had  more  foresight,  went  on  to  say 
that  it  was  the  custom  not  to  ^ve  the 
police  sufficient  force,  and  impbed  that 
he  ought  to  have  given  them  suffident 
force.  Now,  the  force  consisted  of  about 
11,000  or  12,000  available  men,  and  ont 
of  that  number  there  were  on  the  gronnd 
on  that  occasion  between  600  and  700 
men.  Where  was  the  necessity  for 
more  ?  Anyone  who  read  the  Beport  of 
the  Committee  would  see  that  it  was  the 
disposal  of  the  force,  and  not  its  amount, 
that  really  was  in  fault  in  that  case. 
The  hon.  Member  also  remarked  that 
the  police  were  deeply  incensed  by  what 
had  happened  on  tiiat  day,  and,  subse- 
quently, that  they  would  do  no  good  by 
irritating  them,  and  he  ended  by  saying 
that  those  unfortunate  people  had  fallen 
under  a  baneful  star.  Ivow,  he  (Mr. 
Childers)  did  not  know  how  they  could 
have  fallen  under  a  baneful  star ;  but 
he  would  say — and  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  asoerCain  oarefiilly  the  feel- 
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ing  of  thepolto*«-that  there  wm  do  oti- 
d<»Dee  whaUyer  that  they  were  deeply 
ineensod,  or  that  they  felt  goeded  by 
irritation ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  die- 
poetttoB  of  the  pciliro  at  the  pretent  time 
wa*  admirable.  Heconld  not  speak  too 
highly  of  the  character  of  that  fine  bctdy 
of  men — the  Mctr()iM>)itan  Tolice.  There 
had  \}t^u  ttmea  when  they  were  popular, 
and  also  timee  when  they  were  un- 
ftopolar;  but,  ae  he  had  eaid,  at  pre* 
eent  the  dinpoettion  and  efficiency  of  the 
(iflicert  ana  men  was  excellent,  and 
could  not  be  too  highly  spoken  of,  aub* 
jeci  to  the  obeerration  in  the  Heport  of 
the  Committee,  at  to  which  he  and  his 
hoB.  Friend  oppoeite  .  Mr.  Ritchie^  en- 
tirely eoncurre<l.  II v  hop«*d,  therefore, 
that  the  House,  in  dealing  with  that 
(luestion  and  in  approring  or  otherwise 
the  action  he  had  taken,  would  dismiss 
altogether  from  its  mind  the  sugg^esticm 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Westminster, 
and  would  rest  content  with  the  condi- 
tion, mental  and  physiral,  of  the  Police 
Force  at  the  present  titn««.  He  thought 
he  had  now  shown  that  his  action  on 
February  A  was  wise,  and  was  the  cmly 
actioB  which,  coming  as  he  did  into 
t  office  while  the  mooting  was  actually 
g«»ingon,  he  could  hare  taken.  But  ho 
had  also  to  justify  what  he  had  done 
since  thi*  orentu  of  the  8th  and  what  h«* 
proposed  to  do.  Well,  bin  first  sti^p — 
and  that  had  not  been  attacked — was  to 
tako  eflirieot  measurts  ti>  prerent  any 
further  »imilar  ereotii  by  »trengtheoiog 
the  Police  Force  itself,  and  by  t>rovidiug 
that  military  aseistaace  should  be  at 
haad,  if  aay  were  want«*d ;  and  next,  he 
did  his  utmost  to  calm  the  t>ul»]i<*  mind. 
And  he  told  the  Hou«e  txii4~thnt,  ib 
•|jit«  of  the  n«»wspaper  story  that  instead 
of  calming  the  public  mind  they  to<»k 
stopa  to  trritat<*  it,  then*  was  no  founda- 
tion  whateTer  for  that  a%«ertiou.  They 
had  those  11,000  or  12,(t00  men  scat- 
terrd  oTer  a  rsst  area,  and  some  par- 
ticular policemen  might  po^ibly  hare 
said  somethiag  that  was  alarming  to  a 
shopk(*eper  here  or  there ;  but  nothing 
whatersrof  the  kind  was  done  br  the 
nrdor  or  direction  of  any  supf^rior  off i cor. 
Tht-y,  OB  the  contrary,  did  their  utmost 
to  quiet  the  public  mind,  and  by  Thurs- 
day all  those  stories  ranished  into  thin 
air^aad  the  public  were  calmed  and  satia- 
fied.  That  was  hia  firat  duty,  and,  at  he 
had  staled  before  on  sevetml  ooeaaioBt, 
ha  had  dooe  it     Hia  aeeottd  doty  waa 
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to  poBiah  those  who  had  committed 
these  outraget^Bot  merely  the  poor 
wretched  people  who  had  throwa  stonea^ 
or  been  guilty  of  breaking  the  shona 
and  stealing,  but  thoee  who  were  the 
real  instigators  or  enconragers  of  tho 
riota.  The  noble  Ix>rd  opposite  had 
sngge^te<l  that  they  had  allowed  thoee 
"  agitators,'*  as  they  had  been  called  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  go  at 
large  for  10  days  before  they  were  ap» 
prehondtn),  or  brought  to  a  Police  Oourt ; 
and  yet  the  moment  afterwards  ho  ad- 
mitted that  th(  y  had  proceeded  against 
them  as  soon  as  they  could,  bc^cause  the 
noble  I^rd  recommended  that  they 
should  alter  the  law  in  order  to  make  ita 
operation  more  speedy.  But  those  two 
charges  were  wholly  inconsistent  with 
each  other.  The  Home  Office  had  acted 
immediately  in  the  matter.  On  Tneeday, 
the  day  following  the  riota,  the  first  step 
thov  took  was  to  collect  oTidence,  ana 
the  moment  they  wero  told  br  their  Legal 
AdritM'rs  that  they  oould  taae  proceed- 
ings, tho  proceedings  were  immi*diately 
instituted.  He  himself  had  been  in 
fsTour  of  summary  proceedings  in  the 
matter;  but  he  had  found  it  impossible 
to  take  them.  ( >f  course,  his  mouth  waa 
di  !mm1  as  to  what  might  bo  the  upshot  of 
those  proceedings,  and  it  was  im|K>seible 
for  him  to  say  more  in  r«»gard  to  them. 
TheB  the  tbifd  step  he  tooh  was  to  make 
a  searching  inquiry  into  the  couduc  t  of 
the  poliio  on  that  (Kvai^ton.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  he  himself  either  ought 
to  haTe  conducted  the  inquiry  on  his  own 
responsibility,  or  that  ho  ought  to  hare 
appoint4'd  »«>me  other  body  outside  of 
hu  r«*sponsibility  to  conduct  it,  and  then 
hare  acted  ob  their  Report.  The  rcaaoa 
why  that  waa  tagg(»sted  waa  that,  ib 
that  mattcnr,  he  was  himself  personally 
reeponsible ;  but  waa  it  not  as  clear  aa 
anything  could  be,  from  what  he  had 
stated,  that  with  the  OTonts  of  February 
(I  he  had  nothing  to  do ;  and,  thcnTore, 
he  should  haretN-eB  a  coward  if  he  had 
shirked  a  searching  inquiry.  But  it 
wa«  urged  that  h(»  should  bare  made  the 
inquiry  himself.  If  he  bad  done  so, 
what,  he  asked,  would  the  same  peoplo 
who  were  Bow  attackiog  him  for  the  lioo 
he  had  takes  hare  «aid  if,  haviBg  just 
that  day  come  iato  i  >tlice,  he  had  undor- 
taksB  to  make  the  iaquiry  himself  ?  Had 
he  been  fur  some  mouths  ia  his  ( >ffios, 
Bttd  had  had  timoaBdinforBnatioBoa  which 
to  base  an  iaq«iry  ouide  by  hiflMtlf^  that 
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might,  perhaps,  have  beea  a  right  thing 
to  do.  But  what  were  the  facts  ?  Over- 
whelmed by  what  had  fallen  on  him  in 
connection  with  those  events,  he  felt  it 
his  dutj  to  associate  with  himself  able 
and  competent  men  to  conduct  such  an 
investigation.  Had  he  selected  proper 
men  ?  Their  names  would,  he  thought, 
satisfy  the  House  on  that  point.  They 
were  selected  with  no  political  bias.  He 
had  asked  two  Gentlemen  from  the 
other  side  and  a  noble  Friend  on  his 
own  side  to  act  with  him,  and  also  Lord 
Wolseley.  The  hon.  Member  who  had 
said  that  a  gentleman  who  was  a  soldier 
oould  not  pass  judgment  on  civilians, 
and,  therefore,  that  Lord  Wolseley 
ought  not  to  have  been  associated  with 
that  inquiry,  little  knew  the  mind  of 
Lord  Wolseley.  For  himself,  he  (Mr. 
Childers)  knew  no  man  who  was  at  once 
so  thoroughly  fair-minded  towards  civi- 
lians, and  so  capable  to  inquire  into  a 
question  as  to  the'disoipline  of  the  police, 
as  that  noble  and  gallant  Lord.  Well, 
he  thought  he  had  justified  the  course  he 
had  adopted  as  being  that  which  he 
thought  the  best  for  arriving  at  the 
bottom  of  that  question.  He  had  not 
evaded  In  the  smallest  degree  his  re- 
sponsibility. He  concurred  entirely  in 
the  restdts  of  that  inquiry ;  but  the  steps 
which  he  had  taken  in  consequence  had 
been  taken  on  his  own  responsibility, 
and  not  on  that  of  the  Committee.  He 
had  always  thought  that  the  responsi- 
bility upon  the  Minister  at  the  head  of 
a  great  Department  ought  to  be  plenary 
and  complete ;  and  nothing  would  induce 
him  to  qualify  or  diminish  that  respon- 
sibility. He  now  said  that  he  was  com- 
petent, and  it  was  his  duty,  as  the  head 
of  the  Department,  himself  to  undertake 
further  inquiries  how  they  should  apply 
to  the  organization  and  administration 
of  the  police  what  the  Committee  had 
discovei^,  and  how  he  could,  under  his 
own  responsibility,  do  his  best  to  put 
that  organization  and  administration  into 
an  efficient  state.  Ho  had  stated  to  the 
House  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  which 
he  proposed  to  make.  There  was  a  sug- 
gestion, however,  that  the  House  could 
carry  on  that  inquiry  much  better  than 
he  oould«  From  that  suggestion  he  en- 
tirely disagreed.  After  a  Minister  had 
himself  made  an  inquiry  and  had  decided 
on  a  particular  course  of  action,  if  Parlia- 
ment disapproved  of  what  he  had  done, 
then  was  the  time  for  Parliament  to  in* 


teifere.  Not  only  that,  but  he  would 
point  out  that  the  work  which  a  Parlia- 
mentary inquiry  might  do  had  already 
been  done  by  the  Committee  which  had 
just  reported.  If,  however.  Parliament 
should  consider  further  inquiry  still 
necessary,  he  should  submit  hioiself  to 
the  result  of  it.  He  excluded  altogether 
from  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  what 
might  be  called  the  political,  rather  than 
the  administrative,  element  —  namely, 
the  origin  of  the  riots,  the  persons  who 
formed  the  mob,  and  who  created  the 
disturbance.  That  was  a  totally  diffe- 
rent question ;  and  with  respect  to  it  he 
confessed  that  he  agreed  with  the  sug- 
gestion that  it  was  a  matter  worthy  of 
being  considered.  But,  so  far  as  he  was 
personally  concerned,  he  would  not  ab- 
dicate his  responsibility  in  dealing  with 
any  Department  for  the  administratioii 
of  which  he  was  responsible.  What- 
ever faults  he  might  possess^  that  of 
shirking  responsibility  had  never  been 
one  of  them ;  and  he  would  always  ad- 
here to  his  principles  in  that  respect, 
whatever  his  conduct  might  be  as  a  Go- 
vernment officiaL  There  were  smaller 
questions  which  had  been  raised,  but 
which  he  thought  the  House  would  not 
wish  him  to  discuss  in  detail.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  St.  Oeorge*s, 
Hanover  Square,  spoke  of  the  tele- 
graphic arrangements,  suggesting  that 
the  deficiency  in  this  respect  was  due 
not  to  the  police,  but  to  the  Home  Office 
Authorities.  Of  course,  in  a  matter  of 
that  kind,  the  Police  Authorities  oould 
not  take  possession  of  the  telegraph 
system  and  place  telegraph  instruments 
in  their  different  rooms.  He  would 
admit  that  a  great  improvement  might 
be  made  in  uiat  direction ;  but  it  was 
not  really  a  matter  of  blame,  either  to 
the  police  or  to  himself,  and  he  had 
already  given  instructions  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  carrying  out  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Committee  more 
fully,  perhaps,  than  was  originally  de* 
signed.  Then,  again,  with  reference  to 
the  admission  of  waggons  into  Hyde 
Park,  it  had  been  suggested  that  they 
should  not  have  been  allowed  to  go  into 
the  Park ;  but  he  found  that  permission 
for  waggons  to  enter  the  Park  had  been 
in  existence  for  the  last  two  years.  The 
Police  Authorities,  in  allowingthesewsg^ 
gone  to  enter  the  Park,  exercised  a  very 
wise  discretion.  If  they  had  been 
stopped  on  Sondsj  last  the  piobabililj 
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WM  UuU  a  Urge  crowd  would  Iwto  ooI*  \ 
loelod  at  Iho  enlraiMo  gatot,  and  much  | 
dtaofdor  would  hare  oooumdt  and  that , 
tho  police  would  have  had  Tcry  con* 
eidcrable  difficulty  in  maintaininff  order. 
Thcee  were  details,  how  over,  which  he 
tmeted  he  would  be  ablo,  in  the  conduct 
of  the  inquiry  which  it  wac  proposed  to 
inetatnle,  to  Tigorouelj  carry  out  ae  loon 
as  the  new  Chi«*f  OommiMtoner  had  been 
appointed;  and  he  thought  tho  Iloase 
might  trust  himi  howcTer  guilty  he 
might  be  of  error  of  judgment  with 
regard  to  details,  that  he  would  do  his 
beet  to  put  the  administration  in  this 
ro«pect  on  a  sound  and  efioctiTe  basis. 
With  reference  to  8ir  Edmund  Hendor- 
eon,  he  had  slready  said  that  for  many 
y<«ars  he  had  been  a  meet  efficient  public 
eerrant ;  and  no  one  regretted  mon'  than 
he  « Mr.  Childers)  did  tho  cireumstancee 
in  which  that  gentlemen  had  thought 
fit,  after  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
to  tender  hie  resignation.  In  dealing 
with  a  public  eenrant  in  these  eironm* 
stancee  end  no  one  could  have  been 
more  gentlethan  he  had  boon  in  doing  so 
— »he  submitted  himself  to  the  House, 
and  esked  it  not  to  adopt  any  Resolution 
whith  would  imply  that  he  had  been 
remiss  in  the  dtfu^hanre  of  his  duty. 

lln.  W.  II.  8MITH  said,  he  did  not 
think  it  wss  possible  to  enlarge  too 
much  on  the  personal  rospon»ibiUty 
which  attachfnl  to  the  8ecn*tary  of  State 
for  the  Home  l^rnartment  in  this  matt<*r, 
and  meet  i^Ttaxnly  nothing  which  he 
would  venture  tu  sug)(«*ftt  would  be  at 
all  calcttlatr<l  to  depretnato  that  respon- 
mbility.  The  riKht  hon.  Gentleman  had 
told  the  Honee  that  the  reeponsibility  of 
the  Hecretary  of  State  was  complete  and 
entire  with  regard  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  peace  of  the  Metropolin,  and  had 
pointeq  out  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
execntive  offic«»rs  under  the  Ht^crotary  of 
State  to  take  directions,  after  that  official 
had  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
various  circttmstancee  of  the  case,  to 
conduct  the  required  operations.  He 
said  it  was  also  tkc  dotv  of  the  Secretary 
of  S^tate  to  placn  entire  confidence  in 
thai  officer,  lie  Mr.  W.  U.  Smith 
thouffht  the  particular  feature  which  \ 
etruck  one  in  c«>nnection  with  the  events  j 


of  Febraaiy  8  was  this^that  there  did 
no4  se<na  to  have  been  a  sense  of 


sponeibilitir  in  any  quaiter  which  at* 
ladled  to  tkoee  who  had  the  care  of  the 
peace*  the  order,  and  the  eecttrilj  of  the 


Metropolis.  He  was  not  going  to  bring 
any  charge  against  the  riffht  hon. 
Oontleman ;  no  charse  rested  against 
him ;  but  he  asked  if  it  did  not  strike 
hon.  Mt»mbers  that  it  was  an  extra* 
ordinary  occurrence  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  have  been  allowed  by 
the  administrative  officers  of  the  Dejuirt- 
ment  to  sit  at  the  Home  Offiee  up  till  fi  or 
half-past  6  o'clock  that  evening,  and  tf> 
have  been  unaware  of  the  events  which 
were  known  almost  in  every  other  part 
of  London  shortly  after  their  occurrence? 
It  appeared  to  him  that,  both  at  the 
Home  (HHce  and  at  Sixitland  Yard,  a 
feeling  seemed  to  have  existed  that  the 
arrangements  which  had  been  made  had 
been  adequate  for  all  oontingenciee,  and 
that  it  was  nobody's  duty  to  follow  up 
the  arrangements,  and  see  that  the 
events  which  were  not  at  first  fore- 
seen should  be  guarded  against.  Great 
stress  had  been  laid  on  the  fact  that  the 
newspapers  contained  no  indication  that 
riots  were  expected.  He  would  admit 
that  people  going  about  to  fullil  their 
ordinary  avocations  on  this  Monday  had 
no  expectations  that  a  riot  would  occur, 
that  windows  would  b<»  broken,  men 
robbed,  and  shops  plundered.  There 
remained,  however,  the  fact  that  men 
were  gathered  tog<«ther  on  that  day, 
under  conditions  which  gave  an  onpor* 
tunity,  to  those  who  chose  to  avail  them* 
selvee  of  it  to  combine  for  ptarpoees  of 
riot  and  robbery.  One  would  have 
thought  that,  under  thoee  circumstances, 
surely  it  was  someone's  duty  to  have 
watched  over  this  gathering  of  people, 
and  to  have  made  it  impossible  for  the 
bad  characters  to  commit  the  riots  and 
the  robberiee  which  took  place.  It  had 
been  remarked  that  thoee  riots  were  not 
committed  by  working  men.  He  had  had 
great  experience  of  the  Metropolis,  and 
be  would  express  his  own  conviction  that 
the  unemployed  working  men  had  no 
part  whatever  in  the  disturbance.  The 
people  called  Social  Democrats  were, 
he  b^dieved,  remarkably  few  in  number, 
and  he  should  not  like  to  charge  them 
with  a  desire  to  commit  robbery,  or  to 
aid  m  the  d«Hitruction  of  property ;  but 
there  was  in  the  Metroj^dis  a  large 
number  of  low  characters,  who  were 
called  loafers  by  some,  and  piekpockets 
and  thieves  by  othera,  who  availed  them* 
selvee  of  an  opportnni^  of  this  kind  to 
reap  a  rich  harvest  ft  was  also  well 
kaown  thai  a  laige  munber  of 
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mighti  perhaps,  have  been  a  right  thing 
to  do.  But  what  were  the  facts  ?  Over- 
whelmed bj  what  had  fallen  on  him  in 
connection  with  those  events,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  associate  with  himself  able 
and  competent  men  to  conduct  such  an 
investigation.  Had  he  selected  proper 
men  ?  Their  names  would,  he  thought, 
satisfy  the  House  on  that  point.  They 
were  selected  with  no  political  bias.  He 
had  asked  two  GenUemeu  from  the 
other  side  and  a  noble  Friend  on  his 
own  side  to  act  with  him,  and  also  Lord 
Wolseley.  The  hon.  Member  who  had 
said  that  a  gentleman  who  was  a  soldier 
oottld  not  pass  judgment  on  civilians, 
and,  therefore,  that  Lord  Wolseley 
ought  not  to  have  been  associated  with 
that  inquiry,  little  knew  the  mind  of 
Lord  Wolseley.  For  himself,  he  (Mr. 
Childers)  knew  no  man  who  was  at  once 
BO  thoroughly  fair-minded  towards  civi- 
lians, and  so  capable  to  inquire  into  a 
question  as  to  the|discipline  of  the  police, 
as  that  noble  and  gallant  Lord.  Well, 
bethought  he  had  justified  the  course  he 
had  adopted  as  being  that  which  he 
thought  the  best  for  arriving  at  the 
bottom  of  that  question.  He  had  not 
evaded  in  the  smallest  degree  his  re- 
He  concurred  entirely  in 


le  results  of  that  inquiry ;  but  the  steps 
which  he  had  taken  in  consequence  had 
been  taken  on  his  own  responsibility, 
and  not  on  that  of  the  Committee.  He 
had  always  thought  that  the  responsi- 
bility upon  the  Minister  at  the  head  of 
a  great  Department  ought  to  be  plenary 
and  complete ;  and  nothing  would  induce 
him  to  qualify  or  diminish  that  respon- 
sibility. He  now  said  that  he  was  com- 
petent, and  it  was  his  duty,  as  the  head 
of  the  Department,  himself  to  undertake 
further  inquiries  how  they  should  apply 
to  the  organization  and  administration 
of  the  police  what  the  Committee  had 
discovei^,  and  how  he  could,  under  his 
own  responsibility,  do  his  best  to  put 
that  organization  and  administration  into 
an  efficient  state.  He  had  stated  to  the 
House  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  which 
be  proposed  to  make.  There  was  a  sug- 
gestion, however,  that  the  House  could 
carry  on  that  inquiry  much  better  than 
he  could*  From  that  suggestion  he  en- 
tirely disagreed.  After  a  Minister  had 
himself  made  an  inquiry  and  had  decided 
on  a  particular  course  of  action,  if  Parlia- 
ment disapproved  of  what  he  had  done, 
than  was  the  tima  for  Fadiament  to  in- 

Mr.  CMdiTi 


terfere.  Not  only  that,  but  he  would 
point  out  that  the  work  which  a  Parlia- 
mentary inquiry  might  do  had  already 
been  done  by  the  Committee  which  had 
just  reported.  If,  however,  Parliament 
should  consider  further  inquiry  atill 
necessary,  he  should  submit  hioiself  to 
the  result  of  it.  He  excluded  altogether 
from  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  what 
might  be  called  the  political,  rather  than 
the  administrative,  element  —  namely, 
the  origin  of  the  riots,  the  persona  who 
formed  the  mob,  and  who  created  the 
disturbance.  That  was  a  totally  diffe- 
rent question ;  and  with  respect  to  it  he 
confessed  that  he  agreed  with  the  sug- 
gestion that  it  was  a  matter  worthy  of 
being  considered.  But,  so  far  as  he  was 
personally  concerned,  he  would  not  ab- 
dicate his  responsibility  in  dealing  with 
any  Department  for  the  administration 
of  which  he  was  responsible.  What- 
ever faults  he  might  possess,  that  of 
shirking  responsibuity  had  never  been 
one  of  them ;  and  he  would  always  ad- 
here to  his  principles  in  that  respect, 
whatever  his  conduct  might  be  as  a  Qo- 
vemment  official.  There  were  smaller 
questions  which  had  been  raised,  but 
which  he  thought  the  House  would  not 
wish  him  to  discuss  in  detaiL  The 
noble  Lord  Uie  Member  for  St.  Oeorge^s, 
Hanover  Square,  spoke  of  the  tele- 
graphic arrangements,  suggesting  that 
the  deficiencv  in  this  respect  was  dae 
not  to  the  police,  but  to  the  Home  Office 
Authorities.  Of  course,  in  a  matter  of 
that  kind,  the  Police  Authoritiea  could 
not  take  possession  of  the  telegraph 
system  and  place  telegraph  instruments 
in  their  different  rooms.  He  would 
admit  that  a  ffreat  improvement  might 
be  made  in  mat  direction ;  but  it  was 
not  really  a  matter  of  blame,  either  to 
the  police  or  to  himself,  and  he  had 
already  given  instructions  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  carrying  out  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Committee  more 
fully,  perhaps,  than  was  originally  de- 
signed. Then,  again,  with  reference  to 
the  admission  of  waggons  into  Hyde 
Park,  it  had  been  suggested  that  thoy 
should  not  have  been  idlowed  to  go  into 
the  Park ;  but  he  found  that  permission 
for  waggons  to  enter  the  Park  had  been 
in  existence  for  the  last  two  years.  The 
Police  Authorities,  in  alio  wing  these  wag- 
gons to  enter  the  Park,  ezeroaed  a  rnj 
wise  discretion.  If  they  had  been 
stopped  on  Sondaj  last  the  piobabili^ 
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was  UuU  a  large  crowd  would  haTO  ool 
laclod  al  Iho  onlraaoo  gataa,  and  much 
ditordor  would  haro  occurrod,  and  that 
the  police  would  haro  bad  Tory  oon* 
•idorabU  difficuUj  in  maintaining  ordvr. 
Thmo  wero  details,  however,  which  ho 
trusted  he  would  be  abU,  in  the  conduct 
of  the  inquiry  which  it  was  propofunl  to 
institute,  to  Tifrorously  carry  out  as  soon 
as  the  new  Cbi<*f  Oommissioner  had  been 
appoiatcMl;  and  he  thought  the  llouso 
might  trust  him,  howerer  guilty  he 
miifht  be  of  error  of  judgment  with 
regard  to  details,  that  he  would  do  his 
best  to  put  the  administration  in  this 
n«i«pect  on  a  sound  and  efioctiTe  basts. 
With  refurence  to  Sir  Hdmund  Hender- 
son, ho  had  already  said  that  for  man j 
yrars  he  had  been  a  moat  efficient  public 
s««rTant ;  and  no  one  regretted  more  than 
he  Mr.  Childers)  did  the  cireumstancee 
in  which  that  geutloman  had  thought 
fit,  afler  the  Keport  of  the  Committ<  o, 
to  tender  his  reeignation.  In  dealing 
with  a  public  servant  in  these  ciroum* 
stances  and  no  one  could  haTe  been 
more  gentle  than  he  had  be<«n  in  doing  so 
—he  eubmitted  himself  to  tho  House, 
and  a«ked  it  not  to  adopt  any  Kc^olution 
whi<h  would  imply  that  he  hsd  been 
remits  in  the  di^-^hanre  of  his  dutr. 

Ma.  W.  H.  {SMITH  said,  he  liid  not 
think  it  WS4  poMilde  to  enlarge  too 
much  on  the  personal  r(»spon«ibility 
which  attarh«^l  to  the  Secn^tary  of  State 
for  the  Hnin««lK«|Mirtment  in  thi*  matt'^r, 
and  m(»st  c«*rtAaDlj  nothing  winch  he 
Would  venture  to  su^i(i*ftt  would  be  at 
all  calculatrd  tc»  «lepr««uat«*  that  respon- 
sibility. The  riKht  hon.  Gentleman  bad 
told  the  House  that  the  responsibility  of 
the  Secretary  of  6tate  was  ccmiplete  and 
entire  with  regard  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  peace  of  the  Metrop>li«»  and  bad 
pointeq  out  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
executive  offic^^rs  under  the  S^^n^tary  of 
State  to  take  directions,  after  that  oHtrial 
hsd  made  himiMilf  acquaint^  with  the 
various  cireumstancea  of  the  case,  to 
conduct  the  rsouired  operations.  Ho 
•Old  it  was  alM  tLe  duty  of  the  Hecrttary 
of  Stata  to  placf*  entire  confidence  in 
thst  officer.  He  Mr.  \V.  H.  Smith 
thought  the  particular  feature  which 
struck  one  in  coonettaon  with  the  events 
of  February  8  was  this-->that  there  did 
not  ee«»ta  to  have  been  a  sense  of  re* 
spoasibiUtir  in  any  quarter  which  at* 
tached  to  Uoee  who  bad  the  care  of  the 
peace*  the  ocdcr^  and  the  security  of  the 


Metropolis.  He  was  not  going  to 
any  charge  against  the  riffht  hon. 
(}«'ntleman ;  no  charse  restea  against 
htm ;  but  he  asked  if  it  did  not  strike 
hon.  Memb<*rs  that  it  was  an  extra- 
ordinary occurrence  that  the  right  hon. 
(iontleman  should  have  been  allowed  by 
the  admin ifitrativo  officers  of  the  I>oimrt« 
meat  to  sit  at  the  Home  Office  up  till  ^>  or 
half-past  6  o'clock  that  evening,  and  to 
have  been  unaware  of  the  events  which 
wero  known  almost  in  every  other  part 
of  London  shortly  after  their  occurrence? 
It  appeart^d  to  him  that,  both  at  the 
Home  Office  and  at  8<x>tland  Yard,  a 
feeling  seemed  to  have  exist4>d  that  the 
arrangements  which  had  been  made  had 
l>een  adequate  for  all  contingencies,  and 
that  it  was  nobody's  duty  to  follow  up 
the  arrangements,  and  see  that  the 
eventa  which  were  not  at  first  fore- 
seen ahould  be  guarded  against.  Great 
stress  had  been  laid  on  the  fact  that  the 
newspapers  contained  no  indication  that 
riots  were  esiiected.  He  would  admit 
that  people  going  about  to  fulfil  their 
ordinaryavocationson  this  Monday  had 
no  exp4«ctstions  that  a  riot  would  occur, 
that  windows  would  bo  broken,  men 
robbed,  and  shops  plundered.  There 
remained,  however,  tho  fact  that  men 
were  gathered  together  on  that  day, 
under  conditions  which  gave  an  oopor* 
tunity,  to  thof»e  who  chose  to  avail  Uiem* 
selves  of  it  to  combine  for  purpoees  of 
riot  and  robbery.  One  would  have 
thought  that,  under  thoee  circumstances, 
surely  it  was  someone's  duty  to  have 
watched  over  this  gathering  of  people, 
and  to  have  made  it  impossible  for  the 
l>ad  characters  to  commit  the  riots  and 
the  robberiee  which  took  place.  It  had 
been  remarked  that  thoee  riots  were  not 
committed  by  working  men.  He  bad  had 
great  experience  of  the  Metropolis,  and 
be  would  express  his  own  conviction  thai 
the  un«»mployed  working  men  had  no 
part  whatever  in  the  di«torban<^.  The 
pe<»ple  called  8ocisl  Democrats  were, 
he  b«*lier««d,  remarkably  few  in  number, 
and  he  should  not  like  to  charge  them 
with  a  desire  to  commit  robbery,  or  to 
aid  in  the  d«'4truction  of  property ;  but 
there  was  in  the  Metro|Milis  a  large 
number  of  low  characters,  who  were 
called  loafers  by  come,  and  picknocketa 
and  thievea  by  others,  who  availed  thenM« 
selvee  of  an  opportunttv  of  this  k'ind  to 
reap  a  rich  harreet  It  waa.  also  well 
kBOwa  thai  a  laige  Mmbe«  of 
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for  War  in  relation  to  the  Army.  Very 
similar  was  the  Oonstitutional  position  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  with  the  head  of 
the  Police  Force.  He  discussed,  in  the 
first  instance,  any  point  which  the  Ohief 
Oommissioner  thought  fit  to  bring  before 
him ;  he  asked  him  for  further  explana- 
tions ;  and  then  the  responsibility  lay 
upon  those  who  had  to  carry  out  the 
orders.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  think 
that  these  separate  functions  ought  to 
be  mixed.  The  general  idea  of  every- 
thiDg  being  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  the  Minister  was  considered  the  wise 
idea ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  was 
a  very  foolish  idea.  The  responsibility 
of  the  Minister  and  of  the  executive 
officer  ought  to  be  quite  clearly  distinct. 
When  the  orders  had  been  settled,  it 
was  for  the  officer  to  carry  them  out ; 
and  the  Minister  who  interfered  would 
be  a  foolish  Minister,  instead  of  a  wise 
Minister,  as  some  people  appeared  to 
think.  Another  point  had  been  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Abbey  Di- 
vision of  Westminster  (Mr.  Burdett- 
Goutts).  He  said  that,  notwithstanding 
his  recent  accession  to  Office,  there 
was  a  prevalent  idea  in  the  public 
mind  that  something  dangerous  might 
be  anticipated  on  the  day  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  ne  ought  to  have  made  further 
inquiries  and  taken  steps  to  avert  the 
danger  which  all  the  world  expected. 
The  hon.  Member  seemed  to  him  (Mr. 
Childers)  to  be  one  of  those  who  were 
wise  after  the  event.  What  was  the 
general  impression  on  the  public  mind 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  referred? 
He  had  looked  at  the  newspapers — and 
they  offered  a  tolerably  clear  indication 
of  what  the  public  mind  looked  forward 
to.  On  Monday  morning  in  The  Ttmes 
there  was  not  one  single  mention  in  any 
part  of  the  paper  of  any  apprehension,  or 
even  of  the  meeting  itself.  In  one  other 
paper.  The  Standard^  there  was  an  article 
on  the  distress,  and  incidentally  it  was 
mentioned  that  some  of  the  distressed 
classes  would  meet  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
without  the  smallest  reference  to  any 
apprehension  of  what  actually  arose.  In 
another  newspaper  there  was  no  refer- 
ence to  the  meeting ;  while  in  another, 
in  an  article  under  the  head  of  ''The 
Unemployed,"  it  was  said  that  the  Ohair- 
xnan  of  the  General  Labourers'  Union, 
at  a  meeting  on  the  previous  Saturday, 
stated  that  they  had  asked  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  not  to  send  a  large  body  of 
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police  to  Trafalgar  Square,  beoaose  the 
men  themselves  would  be  able  to  keep 
order.  This  was  the  only  reference  in 
that  or  any  other  paper.  He  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  analyze  what  appeared  in 
the  papers  published  on  the  8th  of  Feb- 
ruary, such  as  The  Times,  The  Standard, 
and  The  Morning  Post,  and  he  said  most 
distinctly  there  was  not  a  scintilla  of 
fear  or  apprehension  expressed  in  any 
of  them.  He  thought  that,  under  those 
circumstances,  he,  at  any  rate,  ought  to 
be  entirely  exonerated  from  any  blame 
in  not  taking  more  steps  than  he  actually 
had  taken  when  he  saw  the  Ohief  Oom- 
missioner of  Police  and  inquired  from 
him  what  were  the  arrangements  he  had 
made,  and  got  from  him,  in  a  conversa- 
tion of  some  length,  the  details  and 
facts  as  to  those  arrangements.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Westminster  said  that 
he  (Mr.  Ohilders)  had  abnegated  his 
own  authority  and  become  a  perfect 
nonentity.  He  had  not  done  so.  Had 
he  fussed  and  fidgetted  in  matters  of 
detail  he  would  have  abnegated  his 
authority ;  but  he  did  not  do  that ;  he 
held  the  sound  doctrine  as  to  the  relative 
responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  heads  of  the  police  in  maintain- 
ing order  in  London;  and  he  thought 
he  had  shown,  from  the  facts  he  had 
stated,  that  no  neglect  of  duty  or  per- 
sonal abdication  of  authority  could  be 
charged  against  him.  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  after  stating  that  he  should 
have  had  more  foresight,  went  on  to  say 
that  it  was  the  custom  not  to  g^ve  the 

golice  sufficient  force,  and  impHed  that 
e  ought  to  have  given  them  sufficient 
force.  Now,  the  force  consisted  of  about 
11,000  or  12,000  available  men,  and  out 
of  that  number  there  were  on  the  ground 
on  that  occasion  between  600  and  700 
men.  Where  was  the  necessity  for 
more  ?  Anyone  who  read  the  Keport  of 
the  Oommittee  would  see  that  it  was  the 
disposal  of  the  force,  and  not  its  amount, 
that  really  was  in  fault  in  that  case. 
The  hon.  Member  also  remarked  that 
the  police  were  deeply  incensed  by  what 
had  happened  on  that  day,  and,  subse- 
quently, that  they  would  do  no  good  by 
irritating  them,  and  he  ended  by  saying 
that  those  unfortunate  people  had  fallen 
under  a  baneful  star.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Childers)  did  not  know  how  they  could 
have  fallen  under  a  baneful  star ;  but 
he  would  say — and  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  ascertain  carefully  the  feel- 
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of  Ui«  Oomiiittt4»«.  Bot  lie  would  not 
qiMrr*!  with  the  riew  Uken  by  the  right 
hon.  GoDtlenuui,  whoee  AocoDtanee  of 
reeponttbiUtj  wee  worth  tnuoQ  to  that 
IIooM^.  The  •<«lectioii  of  Memberi  of 
the  OoQunittoe  mutt  reet  with  him  elon<s 
ee  eleo  the  proTi«ion  of  machinery  to 
eccttre  the  denirod  retulte.  Ho  did  not 
with  to  share  that  reepontibility  with 
the  right  hon.  Oootleman  in  the  ieaet; 
and,  therefore,  he  eaid  to  him — "Act 
at  jou  like ;  take  what  stepe  jou  ploaiM^.** 
The  House  of  ( ^ommone  and  the  country 
would  willingly  proTide  a  sufficient  body 
of  men  to  protect  the  intereete  of  the 
Metropolis.  He  thought  that  an  inqniiy 
by  a  Committee  ought  to  be  made  in 
faimees  to  the  working  men  of  liondon, 
in  order  to  gut  a  little  mort>  light  as  to 
that  dangerous  dass  of  pereone  who  were 
hanging  upon  the  skirts  of  every  more* 
ment,  and  who,  whaterer  they  might 
rail  themselTee,  whether  lUdicals  or 
Social  I>emag«>guee,  were  ready  to  avail 
themselTee  of  every  opportunity  to  put 
their  hands  in  othor  peoploU  pock(*ts. 
Ue  considered  that  the  police  themseWes 
ought  to  have  a  little  more  knowhnlge 
and  a  little  more  power  than  they  had 
to  enablv  them  to  deal  with  that  claw, 
who  were  a  dangerous  element  in  the 
centre  of  a  great  population.  The  class 
might  be  small  in  number,  but  they 
aeiied  upon  and  aratl«Ml  themeelTce  of 
any  popular  excitement.  Ho  hoped, 
thersfont,  inquiry  would  l>e  undertaken 
by  a  tribunal  of  a  public  character,  and 
thai  it  would  be  complete  and  searvliing, 
nod  sttAetent  to  satisfy  all  who  were  in« 
t«*rssted  in  the  good  name  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  this  eountry.  He  was 
glad  to  know  that  compensation  was  to 
be  given  to  thoee  who  nad  suffered  bv 
the  riot;  it  was  only  reasonable,  ^* 
though  one^half  would  practically  come 
out  of  the  {sockets  of  tne  taxpayers  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  other 
half  wonld  bt*  piiid  by  the  ratepayers 
of  the  MelroiKilis,  and  he  should  not 
grudge  his  contribution  to  it.  The  point 
to  be  aimed  at  in  the  future  was  that 
the  ratffpajrera,  who  paid  largnly  for  a 
force  Vy  maintain  ordor  and  security, 
should  be  able  to  feel  that  they  eonld 
rely  npott  it.  Otherwise,  consider  what 
the  rsenll  would  be.  The  peaceable 
cttinna,  driven  by  a  feeling  of  iaeeca- 
rity,  would  take  meaeuree  to  protect 
theaaelvea^  and  no  diaaeler  could  be 
gfualer  than  thai  the  pnople  of  tkii 


ICetiopoUa  should  come  to  the  eondu- 
sion  tnat  any  Government  were  unwill* 
ing  to  take  on  themselves  the  roeponsi* 
bility  of  the  duty  of  keeping  ordor  and 
protecting  propertv.  If  that  were  so, 
it  would  not  he  long  before  the  old 
spirit  of  Koglishmen  would  revive.  If 
they  couM  not  induce  the  Government 
to  protet't  them,  they  would  take  stone 
to  protect  themselves,  and  then  would 
come  a  {H«riod  of  evil  and  mischief 
which  would  be  a  bad  omen  for  the 
libortiee  and  happiness  of  this  country. 
What  was  essential  was  that  there 
should  be  security  for  all  who  honestly 
pursued  their  avocations^  and  that, 
under  proper  regulations,  men  should 
still  enjoy  the  right  of  public  meeting. 

Ma.  CKEMEH  said,  that  he  trusted 
his  hon.  (V>lleaguo  in  the  represimtation 
of  Bhoreditoh  (Mr.  Jamea  Stuart)  was 
satisfied  with  the  promise  given  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  womd  not  press 
his  Heeoltttion  to  a  division.  A  desire 
had  been  manifested  on  all  hands  that 
an  investigation  should  take  place  into 
the  causes  which  KhI  to  the  di<9turbanc<% 
because,  at  preeent,  the  House  was  not 
in  possession  of  any  information  which 
would  lead  it  to  a  right  conclusion  as  to 
the  promoters  of  it.  Everyone  knew 
what  had  happeneil;  but  what  thev 
wanted  to  know,  and  what  pfM>ple  outK>f- 
doors  wanted  to  know  was  how  it  hap* 
pened.  When  the  hon.  If  ember  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  Mr.  Hitchie)  roee,  it 
might  have  been  exp4*cted  that  he  would 
throw  some  light  on  the  subject.  The 
hon.  Member  had  for  some  years  en* 
joyed  the  friendship  of  the  promoters  of 
the  meeting  in  Trafalgar  Square,  and 
on  more  than  one  occasion  he  had 
attended  their  meetings  and  been  asso* 
oiated  with  them  in  their  enterprises. 
He  hop««d  he  did  not  do  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  iniusticA  when  he  said  that  he  was 
strongly  inrlined  to  believe— and  that  be* 
lief  was  shared  by  nisny  ootaide  the 
House^that  the  hon.  Member  could,  if 
he  so  desired,  air«ird  a  consid<«rable 
amount  of  information  with  regard  to  the 
tloingsof  the  gentlemen  in  qu<««tion.  He 
hoped,  howMver,  that  an  opportunity  of 
giving  that  information  at  a  future  in- 
quiry would  be  afforded  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  A%,  howevt«r,  the  hon. 
Member  had  not  thrown  any  light  on 
the  queetion,  perhaps  the  noble  Lord 
the  Meoiber  for  South  Paddington  Lord 
Bfiwiirfrii  ChnrektU)  wnnld 
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He  believed  that  the  noble  Lordi  from 
his  oonnection  with  a  well-knowa  agi- 
tator who  was  frequently  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  that  House,  could,  if  he  desired, 
throw  a  considerable  amount  of  light  on 
the  disturbances  which  had  taken  place. 
Ho  (Mr.  Gremor)  was  not  insinuating 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  any  connection 
with  the  original  promoters  of  the  meet- 
ing; but  that  he  was  connected  with 
another  agitator  who,  not  many  years 
ago,  was  parading  the  Metropolis  with 
a  fez  on  his  head  and  a  Turkish  flag  in 
his  hand  trying  to  get  up  an  excitement 
among  the  people.  Some  asserted  that 
the  agitator  to  whom  he  alluded  had 
inspired  the  noble  Lord  to  found  the  new 
Tory  Democracy,  and  that  he  had  been 
the  guide,  counsellor,  and  friend  of  the 
noble  Lord  for  some  years  past.  But  as 
neither  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets  nor  the  noble  Lord  had  afforded 
the  House  any  information,  perhaps  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  (Sir  Robert 
Fowler)  could  throw  a  little  light  upon 
the  subject.  There  were  certain  Oentle- 
men  who,  free  lances  themselves,  had 
always  a  number  of  men  at  their  beck 
and  caU,  who  could  always  be  despatched 
to  any  part  of  the  Metropolis,  or  any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  who 
would  engage  to  get  up  a  meeting  or  to 
break  up  a  meeting  for  a  sufficient  con- 
sideration. Many  of  the  meetings  pro- 
moted by  the  Municipal  Reform  League 
had  been  defeated  in  their  operations 
by  means  of  disturbsnces  which  had 
been  traced  to  the  sources  to  which  he 
had  referred.  They  were  anxious  that 
these  people  should  be  unmasked ;  that 
these  parasites,  who,  for  many  years, 
had  paraded  themselves  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  organized  bodies  of  working 
men,  should  have  their  true  character 
made  known,  as  they  were  exceedingly 
desirous  that,  for  the  future,  they  should 
be  rendered  innocuous,  and  that  could 
only  be  done  by  the  light  being  let  in 
upon  them.  There  were  agitators  and 
agitators;  he  had  himself  been  one, 
and  BO  had  many  of  his  hon.  Friends. 
But  the  result  of  the  agitation  of  himself 
and  his  hon.  Friends  was  that  they  were 
landed  on  the  Benches  of  the  House  of 
Oommons  as  Members  of  that  House. 
But  the  men  to  whom  he  was  referring 
belonged  to  no  such  notation  as  that. 
They  had  no  organization,  but  met  in 
some  public-house  from  time  to  time  to 
oonoert  their  piani ;  prepared  their  own 


newspaper  reports ;  in  fact,  they  lived 
on  paragraphs  and  subsidies.  That  was 
the  character  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Trafalgar  Square  meeting.  All  real 
working  men  organizations  were  publie, 
well  known,  and  registered  under  the 
Trades  Union  Act ;  but  the  men  in  ques- 
tion had  no  visible  means  of  subsistenoe, 
yet  they  did  live,  and  lived  well,  and 
for  some  time  past  they  had  been  living 
in  clover,  and  were  ready  to  work  for 
any  cause.  Sometimes  they  were  advo- 
cates of  Sugar  Bounties,  at  other  times 
they  figured  as  riverside  workmen,  ad- 
vocating bridges  over  the  Thames  or 
tunnels  under  it ;  then  they  were  heard 
of  as  leaders  of  the  Metropolitan  La- 
bourers' Union,  advocating  or  opposing 
Cattle  Diseases  Bills.  They  had  also 
been  concerned  in  numbers  of  bye- 
elections  ;  but  their  golden  harvest  was 
the  General  Election.  He  was  glad 
that  the  Party  opposite  pressed  for  this 
inquiry,  though  some  awkward  results 
might  follow.  It  might  surprise  hon. 
Members  opposite  to  hear  the  kind  of 
information  which  he  and  his  Friends 
were  prepared  to  g^ve;  and  he  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  for  Westminster  would 
not  regret  challenging  an  inquiry,  be- 
cause on  the  Radical  side  of  the  House 
they  had  everything  to  gain,  while  he 
was  afraid  several  Members  on  the  Op- 
position side  would  find  that  they  had  a 
great  deal  to  lose  by  it.  These  men 
went  down  to  Birmingham  to  oppose 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Se- 
cretary to  the  Home  Office  (Mr.  Broad- 
hurst),  and  as  soon  as  the  working 
men  of  Birmingham  discovered  that 
they  resolved  to  return  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  Parliament.  These  men,  too, 
had  by  their  opposition  also  secured 
the  return  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Ham.  If  he  was  not  mis- 
taken, the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
South  Paddington,  or  some  of  his 
Friends,  had  some  kind  of  connection 
with  the  Social  Democrats  who  took  part 
in  this  demonstration,  and  could  make 
some  interesting  disclosures  of  the 
methods  and  practices  of  that  class  of 
men. 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  travelling  wide  from  the  Question.  I 
must  remind  him  that  the  subject  before 
the  House  is  the  administration  and  re- 
organization of  the  Metropolitan  Poliee. 

Ma.  OBEMER  said  he  bowed  to  th« 
authority  of  the  Chair.  Heiegtetledlh« 
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was  that  a  large  orowd  would  have  col- 
lected at  the  entrance  gates,  and  much 
disorder  would  have  occurred,  and  that 
the  police  would  have  had  very  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  maintaining  order. 
These  were  details,  however,  which  he 
trusted  he  would  be  able,  in  the  conduct 
of  the  inquiry  which  it  was  proposed  to 
institute,  to  vigorously  carry  out  as  soon 
as  the  new  Chief  Oommissioner  had  been 
appointed ;  and  he  thought  the  House 
might  trust  him,  however  guilty  he 
might  be  of  error  of  judgment  with 
regard  to  details,  that  he  would  do  his 
best  to  put  the  administration  in  this 
respect  on  a  sound  and  effective  basis. 
With  reference  to  Sir  Edmund  Hender- 
son, he  had  already  said  that  for  many 
years  he  had  been  a  most  efficient  public 
servant ;  and  no  one  regretted  more  than 
he  (Mr.  Ohilders)  did  the  circumstances 
in  which  that  gentleman  had  thought 
fit,  after  the  Eeport  of  the  Committee, 
to  tender  his  resignation.  In  dealing 
with  a  public  servant  in  these  circum- 
stanoes — and  no  one  could  have  been 
more  gentlethan  he  had  been  in  doing  so 
— ^he  submitted  himself  to  the  House, 
and  asked  it  not  to  adopt  any  Hesolution 
which  would  imply  that  he  had  been 
remiss  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  said,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  possible  to  enlarge  too 
much  on  the  personal  responsibility 
which  attached  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  in  this  matter, 
and  most  certainly  nothing  which  he 
would  venture  to  suggest  would  be  at 
all  calculated  to  depreciate  that  respon- 
sibility. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
told  the  House  that  the  responsibility  of 
the  Seoretary  of  State  was  complete  and 
entire  with  regard  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  peace  of  the  Metropolis,  and  had 
pointea  out  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
executive  officers  under  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  take  directions,  after  that  official 
had  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
various  circumstances  of  the  case,  to 
conduct  the  required  operations.  He 
said  it  was  also  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  place  entire  confidence  in 
that  officer.  He  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
thought  the  particular  feature  which 
struck  one  in  connection  with  the  events 
of  Pebruary  8  was  this— that  there  did 
not  seem  to  have  been  a  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility in  any  quarter  which  at- 
tsdied  to  those  who  had  the  care  of  the 
peace,  the  order,  and  the  security  of  the 


Metropolis.  He  was  not  going  to  bring 
any  charge  against  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman ;  no  charge  rested  against 
him ;  but  he  asked  if  it  did  not  strike 
hon.  Members  that  it  was  an  extra- 
ordinary occurrence  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  have  been  allowed  by 
the  administrative  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  sit  at  the  Home  Office  up  till  6  or 
half-past  6  o'clock  that  evening,  and  to 
have  been  unaware  of  the  events  which 
were  known  almost  in  every  other  part 
of  London  shortly  after  their  occurrence? 
It  appeared  to  him  that,  both  at  the 
Home  Office  and  at  Scotland  Yard,  a 
feeling  seemed  to  have  existed  that  the 
arrangements  which  had  been  made  had 
been  adequate  for  all  contingencies,  and 
that  it  was  nobody's  duty  to  follow  up 
the  arrangements,  and  see  that  the 
events  which  were  not  at  first  fore- 
seen should  be  guarded  against.  Great 
stress  had  been  laid  on  the  fact  that  the 
newspapers  contained  no  indication  that 
riots  were  expected.  He  would  admit 
that  people  going  about  to  fulfil  their 
ordinary  avocations  on  this  Monday  had 
no  expectations  that  a  riot  would  occur, 
that  windows  would  be  broken,  men 
robbed,  and  shops  plundered.  There 
remained,  however,  the  fact  that  men 
were  gathered  together  on  that  day, 
under  conditions  which  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity, to  those  who  chose  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it,  to  combine  for  purposes  of 
riot  and  robbery.  One  would  have 
thought  that,  under  those  circumstances, 
surely  it  was  someone's  duty  to  have 
watched  over  this  gathering  of  people, 
and  to  have  made  it  impossible  for  the 
bad  characters  to  commit  the  riots  and 
the  robberies  which  took  place.  It  had 
been  remarked  that  those  riots  were  not 
committed  by  working  men.  He  had  had 
g^eat  experience  of  the  Metropolis,  and 
he  would  express  his  own  conviction  that 
the  unemployed  working  men  had  no 
part  whatever  in  the  disturbance.     The 

Eeople    called   Social  Democrats  were, 
e  believed,  remarkably  few  in  number, 
and  he  should  not  like  to  charge  them 
with  a  desire  to  commit  robbery,  or  to 
aid  in  the  destruction  of  property ;    but 
there   was   in  the  Metropolis  a  large 
number  of  low  characters,   who  were 
called  loafers  by  some,  and  pickpockets 
and  thieves  by  others,  who  availed  thep'on 
selves  of  an  opportunity  of  this  Jie  Lord 
reap  a  rich  harvest.     It  wasogton  (Lord 
known  that  a  large  numbald  assist  him. 
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mediate  attention  to  the  defeote  them* 
Belves.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  Abbey 
Division  of  Westminster  was  pleased  to 
ridicule  the  Oommittee  for  having  sug- 
gested that  Sir  Edmund  Henderson 
should  hare  sat  at  the  base  of  the  Nelson 
Column  in  full  uniform,  with  cooked  hat 
and  spurs.  He  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
need  hardly  assure  the  House  that  there 
was  no  such  recommendation,  or  any- 
thing like  it  in  the  Beport.  The  para- 
graph was  simply  an  outcome  of  the 
fertile  imagination  of  the  hon.  Member. 
The  Committee  found  fault  with  Mr. 
Superintendent  Walker,  who  had  sole 
control  in  Trafalgar  Square,  for  not  re- 
maining in  one  place,  where  his  con- 
stables could  find  him.  The  Superin* 
tendent  was  in  plain  clothes;  he  was 
hustled  about  in  the  crowd;  he  fell 
amonffst  thieyes,  and  his  pockets  were 
picked.  An  officer  who  was  in  command 
on  such  an  occasion  ought  to  remain  in 
a  certain  place  where  he  could  be  found, 
and  to  have  with  him  men  to  act  as 
messengers  if  necessary.  The  Commit- 
tee had  not  only  no  fault  to  find  with 
private  constables ;  but  recognised  that 
they  were  a  very  hard-working,  capable, 
and  excellent  body  of  men.  Among  the 
superior  officers  there  was  not  enough 

Sower  of  initiation;  but  that  criticism 
id  not  apply  to  the  constables.  He 
heartily  agreed  with  what  had  been  said 
in  **  another  place  "  by  Lord  Aberdare 
with  reference  to  Sir  Edmund  Hender- 
son, and  to  the  excellent  public  work  he 
had  done.  It  would  be  a  bad  day  for 
this  country  when  such  services  as  that 
officer  had  rendered  were  for^tten.  He 
was  nevertheless,  to  a  certain  degree, 
responsible  for  the  defective  sjrstem  of 
organization.  In  that  respect  he  had 
faued.  He  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  was 
glad  to  know  that  the  Amendment  was 
not  to  be  pressed ;  because  he  felt  satis- 
fied that  to  remove  the  police  from  the 
control  of  the  Executive  Government, 
who  were  responsible  for  peace  and 
order,  and  to  place  them  under  the  oon« 
trol  of  a  representative  Body,  however 
excellent,  would  be  a  great  mistake. 

Mb.  BBADLAUOH  said,  he  would 
not  indulffe  in  any  iasinuations,  but 
would  make  a  plain  statement  with  re- 
mrd  to  the  part  which  the  Toxy  Fart^ 
had  played  m  oonnection  with  certain 
agitations.  He  agreed  with  the  opinion 
that  had  been  expressed  that  a  nom- 
ber  of  people  assembled  in  IMalgar 

Sir  army  Jfolbnd 


Square  with  the  knowledge  that  a  riot 
might  occur;  and  he  was  prepared  to 
produce  evidence  before  a  (Committee  of 
Inquiry  to  show  who  were  the  people 
who  brought  together  those  who  were 
likely  to  take  part  in  the  riot.  He  would 
undertake  to  show,  if  an  inquiry  were 
granted,  which  now  seemed  certain,  that 
during  the  six  weeks  preceding  the  day 
of  the  meeting  in  Trafalgar  Square  large 
sums  of  money,  far  excelling  any  legiti- 
mate allowance  for  expensee  inciirred  in 
convening  a  meeting  of  that  kind,  were 
supplied  to  Mr.  S.  Peters  by  leading  Con- 
servatives, Members  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  [<<Oh,oh!"]  He  undertook 
to  show  that  part  of  the  money  was  paid 
by  cheque ;  that  some  of  the  cheques  were 
payable  to  bearer,  and  others  to  order, 
and  crossed ;  and  also  to  prove  that  the 
cheques  reached  the  handsof  the  bankers, 
and  to  produce  some  of  the  beershop 
keepers  at  whose  establishments  the 
proceeds  were  spent  by  the  sober  patriots 
who  were  callea  on  to  aid.  He  thought 
it  fair  to  add  that  he  had  communicated 
his  intention  to  Mr.  Peters,  who  denied 
in  writing  that  any  cheque  had  reaehed 
him ;  but  he  must  say  that  the  signatore 
to  this  reply  to  his  communication  was 
the  same  as  that  which  he  had  seen  on 
the  back  of  some  of  the  cheques  to  which 
he  had  referred.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  in  keeping  with  the  decorum 
of  the  debates  in  that  House  to  continue 
this  personal  matter,  or  to  weaken  the 
effect  of  the  charge  he  had  made  br 
any  other  words ;  and  he,  therefore,  left 
it  there. 

OxHxaAL  QOLDSWOBTHY  said,  he 
was  at  the  meeting  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
and  saw  there  several  of  his  consti- 
tuents who  were  ont  of  employment^ 
and  they  were  very  glad  to  see  him 
amongst  them.  [Zen^A^.]  WeU^  it 
was  the  duty  of  a  Member  to  look 
after  his  constituents.  The  first  speeches 
which  he  heard  were  in  favour  of  Fair 
Trade,  and  he  saw  nothing  in  them  to 
object  to.  A  large  number  of  the  men 
present  were  ont  of  employment,  and 
many  of  them  were  starving.  He  was 
told  by  some  of  them  that  thev  had  had 
nothing  to  eat  that  day,  and  he  sympa- 
thixed  with  them  very  much.  Spsecnes 
were  subsequently  delivered,  enforcing 
the  argument  that  to  behave 
would  not  avail,  and  that  it  * 


to  proclaim  by  agitation  that  thoee  pte- 
sent  were  in  distessa.    He  followed  the 
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oowd  throQgh  Pdl  Hall  ud  into  Pio- 
MdiUjt  whcr*  he  wm  •tniek  by  the  esre- 
ful  BMimtr  in  which  the  oooaUblM  pro* 
UoUd  the  shoM  when  window*  bed 
been  broken,  when  he  nrrifod  neer 
the  Aehillee  Sutue  he  heerd  speechM 
delirered  by  men,  who  eddreaeed  the 
mob  Torj  mueh  alter  the  manner  attri* 
bnted  to  the  Proaident  of  the  Local  Go- 
renunent  Board  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  apoke  al  public  meetings 
Soon  afterwarda  eight  or  ten  people 
•eiaed  him.  Some  of  thom  throat  their 
handa  into  hia  pocketa,  and  othera  tried 
to  tear  open  hia  orerooat;  but  he  pre- 
Tonted  them  from  getting  hia  watch. 
He  waa»  howerer,  Uirown  down,  and 
would  hare  been  moleated  atill  further 
had  not  one  of  the  leadera  of  the  Domo- 
erata  proleotM  him.  The  men  who 
aetaed  him  did  not  look  like  atarnng 
men«  Thej  appearedi  on  the  contrarj, 
to  be  rerj  well  fed ;  but  they  had  a  Tory 
bad  and  criminal  aspect.  Uedid  not,  in 
the  leaat  degree,  blame  the  Ilome  Secre- 
tary for  what  occurred  that  day  aa  re- 
garded any  imperfect  arranffementa  on 
the  part  of  the  police.  There  waa  a 
want  of  orffanisatton  in  the  whole  affair ; 
that  waa  hia  opinion,  speaking  aa  an 
eye*witneca ;  but  ho  did  feel  that  it  waa 
to  be  regrettod  that  the  Home  Secretary 
waa  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
InqnifT.  He  also  thought  that  Lord 
Wolaeley,  aa  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Army,  ought  not  to  ha?e  aat  on  a  Com* 
mittee  which  waa  practically  inquiring 
into  the  conduct  of  the  head  of  the 
police,  which  waa  eaaentially  a  dril 
lorae.  He  atvongly  objected  to  any 
tranafar  of  the  control  of  the  police,  and 
hoped  thai,  whatever  reform  tnere  might 
be  in  it,  or  the  soremment  of  London, 
the  control  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
would  be  kept  in  the  handa  of  th<»  Home 
CHBee   whicherer    Party  might  be   in 


Mn.  HOWARD  VINCENT  laid,  he 
felt  bound  to  eongratulalo  the  hen.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  who  had  just  apoken 
OB  the  narrow eacape  he  had  ezperienead. 
He  (Mr.  Howara  Vineant)  reoogniaed 
that  it  would  not  be  proper  for  him,  who 
had  been  so  lonff  intimately  connected 
with  the  Police  Force,  and  under  the 
control  of  the  Home  Department,  mi* 
Butely  to  eritictae  the  evidenoe  taken  by 
the  Oommittee,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Obmmitteo  upon  it  But  he  could  well 
wndanlaiid  that   hon*  Mambera,  who 


repreaanted  thoae  whoae  property  had 
aufferad,  and  whoae  liTca  bad  be«i 


perilled,  should  apeak  in  indignant 
terma  in  regard  to  the  want  of  protec* 
tion  afforded  by  the  police  on  this  oeea* 
sion.  It  must,  howerer,  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  waa  really  the  first  time, 
within  the  memory  of  the  present  gene* 
ration,  that  anything  of  the  kind  had 
occurred.  The  right  of  public  meeting 
had  nerer  been  conteatea  in  this  eoun* 
try,  and  rery  wisely  so ;  for,  no  doubt, 
public  meetings  acted  as  a  aafetT  Talve 
m  letting  off  the  steam  of  popular  die- 
content  But  he  Tentured  to  say  that 
not  one  in  ten  of  thoee  who  took  part  in 
thoae  demonatrations  bad  the  amalleet 
aympathy  with  their  object.  The  great 
majority  merely  looked  for  a  little  idle 
amuaement  It  had  always  been  theprae* 
tioe  of  the  police  not  to  giro  exaggerated 
or  undue  importance  to  these  meeting, 
and  not  to  arouse  suseeptibilitiea  by  dia* 
playing  a  large  and  unneceasary  force.  It 
nad  also  been  the  practice  to  hold  a  eon* 
aiderable  number  of  men  in  raecrre  in 
caae  their serrices  were  needed;  and  thia 
precaution  had,  it  would  appear,  been 
amply  taken  on  thia  oocaaion.  The  con- 
trol of  crowds  by  the  English  police,  and 
especially  by  the  Metropolitan  Police, 
had  long  been  the  admiration  of  foreign 
authorities.  It  waa  not  for  him  to  criti* 
ciae  the  handling  of  the  police  on  thia 
occasion  by  one  whose  brother  officer  he 
had  long  been ;  but  he  might  point  out 
that  8ir  Edmund  Henderson  had  for  17 
years  diaoharged  the  arduona  duties  of 
Chief  Oommisaioner  of  Police  in  anch 
a  manner  aa  to  endear  him  to  erery 
man  under  hia  eommand,  and  to  raise 
the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  high  in 
public  eatimation.  It  would  be  ex- 
oeedingly  to  be  regretted  if  the  out* 
come  of  thia  debate  were  to  deprive 
the  Police  Authoritiea  of  that  freedom 
of  action  and  that  unfettered  reapon- 
aibility  which  waa  absolutely  necee* 
aary  to  the  efficient  discharge  of  their 
duty.  He  waa  free  to  admit  that  there 
were  many  matters  in  connection  with 
the  organisation  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  snaoeptable  of  remedy.  He  would 
not  enter  into  theee  matters  in  detail ; 
but  he  would  renture  to  point  out  that 
among  matteta  requiriiig  oaHy  attention 
waa  the  proriaion  of  proper  headquarters 
inatead  of  thejpraeent  miaerable  pramiaea 
in  Scotland  Yard;  and,  aaeondly,  the 
conalttotioo  of  a  proper  ayalem  of  In* 
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stmotion  in  polioe  duties  for  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  force.  Speaking  of  that 
splendid  force,  however,  as  a  whole,  he 
could  only  remind  the  House  of  the 
eloquent  tribute  paid  it  bj  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  when  Home 
Secretary — 

**  That  it  wai  not  surprisiiig  the  police  some- 
times went  astray,  were  sometimes  in  the 
wrong;  bat  it  was  marrelloiis  how  seldom. 
Their  work  was  generally  done  with  a  fidelity, 
a  diligence,  and  a  discipline  which  were  the 
admiration  of  all  who  took  the  trouble  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  it." 

The  CHANOELLOB  of  thk  EXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  William  Habcoubt)  said, 
he  wished,  at  the  commencement  of  his 
remarks,  to  record  his  entire  agreement 
in  the  testimony  to  the  character  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  which  had  been  ex* 
pressed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  and  by  others,  as  to  their  ez- 
oelleuce,  both  mental  and  physical.  His 
experience  of  the  force  had  been  that, 
on  the  whole,  they,  to  a  marvellous  de* 
gree,  fulfilled  the  duties  with  which  they 
were  intrusted ;  and  it  would  be  a  great 
misfortune  if,  in  a  moment  of  excite- 
ment, the  House  and  the  country  were 
to  believe  that  the  present  police  orga- 
nization was  entirely  in  fault,  and  ought 
to  be  condemned.  He  believed  that  if, 
on  account  of  the  deplorable  incident 
that  had  lately  occurred,  public  confi- 
dence were  shi^en  in  the  force,  and  in- 
justice done  to  any  part  of  that  great 
mtem  which  maintained  the  security  of 
this  Metropolis,  it  would  be  of  incal- 
culable mischief,  and  greater  harm  than 
good  would  result.  A  great  many  ni^ust 
things  had  recently  been  said  of  the 
police.  Well,  there  were  Bailway  Oom- 
panies,  extremely  well  managed,  on 
which  hundreds  of  trains  were  going 
night  and  day  at  express  speed  for 
many  years,  carrying  millions  of  pas- 
sengers in  perfect  security*  Then  a 
temble  aooident  happened — an  accident 
due  to  the  oarelessness  of  someone  who 
had  never  been  careless  before,  and  that 
was  very  much  what  had  occurred  with 
regard  to  the  recent  riot.  The  persons 
responsible  for  the  management  of  the 
Pouoe  Force  had  had  to  deal  with  similar 
meetings  for  a  ffreat  number  of  years, 
and  they  had  always  done  so  suooess- 
fully,  no  event  of  this  character  having 
occurred  before.  Meetings  had  taken 
place  under  every  drcumstanoe  of  diffi- 
culty and  danger,  and  the  organisation 

Mr.  Satcmrd  Vmc0ni 
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of  the  police  had  been  found  adequate- 
Nothing  that  he  had  heard  or  which  he 
had  re^  in  regard  to  what  occurred  the 
other  day  conveyed  to  his  mind  the 
belief  that  the  organization  was  to 
blame.  It  was  the  result  of  individual 
carelessness  which  it  was  diffictdt  to  ex- 

Slain.  The  police  had  very  responsible 
uties  to  perform,  and  if  any  inquiry 
was  held,  no  doubt  they  would  have 
many  accusers.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Shoreditch  (Mr.  James  Stuart)  spoke  in 
severe  terms  of  the  superior  officers  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police.  No  doubt,  dis- 
charged servants  would  bring  aocusa* 
tions  against  these  officers ;  but  he  could 
bear  testimony  to  their  hiffh  character 
and  efficiency.  Sir  Edmund  Henderson 
was  a  public  servant  who,  however  un* 
fortunate  he  might  have  been  on  this 
occasion^and  it  was  no  part  of  his  (Sir 
William  Haroourt's)  duties  to  pronounoe 
judgment  upon  that — ^for  a  great  num- 
ber of  years  by  his  calmness  and  firm- 
ness, by  his  tact  and  by  his  judgment* 
had  done  his  duty  in  that  great  and  re- 
sponsible office  which  he  filled  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  of  London.  It 
had  been  said,  and  repeated  during  the 
debate,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
too  liable  to  be  overborne  in  his  duties 
by  permanent  officials.  It  was  ea^  for 
persons  who  knew  nothing  of  the  duties 
of  the  Home  Office  and  of  the  Polioe 
Authorities  to  say  that ;  but  the  notion 
of  the  permanent  officials  in  the  Home 
Office  having  anjrthing  to  do  with  the 
administration  of  the  police  was  Mr- 
feotly  ridiculous,  and  anyone  who  had 
ever  gone  up  the  stairs  of  the  Home 
Office  would  know  that  Whatever  re- 
lations existed  between  the  Home  Office 
and  the  police  were  really  personal  be* 
tween  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
police.  The  Secretary  of  State  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  police  in  this  sense 
and  it  was  the  very  highest  senses-be 
was  responsible  for  them  just  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  was  respon- 
sible for  the  Army ;  that  was  to  say,  he 
was  reraonsible  for  appointments  in  the 
police,  he  was  rseponsiDle  for  their  effl- 
oienoy,  he  was  responsible  for  their 
general  policy,  if  he  might  so  call  it, 
and  for  giving  them  instructioBS  whe- 
ther they  should  allow  a  meeting  to  take 
place  or  not,  and  whether  they  should 
go  in  this  direction  or  in  that.  He  was 
also  responsible  for  placing  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  polioe  an  adequate  force  for 
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aoj  etraamaUnoM  that  might  ariM ;  and 
he  waa  raaponaibla  for  the  police  of  the 
Jkfetropolia  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  when  it  was  contended  that  the 
St^retai^  of  State  was  reeponsiblo  for 
thf>  details  of  the  executire  action  of  the 
l>«>lic^,  a  more  danj^erous  or  more  mis- 
chi«*Tous  durtrine  it  was  impossible  to 
propound.  In  so  interf<*ring  he  would 
bo  dding  nothing  but  harm,  and  he 
would  bo  doing  that  for  which  he  was 
t'»tslly  un6t.  What  tha  Secretary  of 
State  had  to  do  was  to  sihi  that  tbore 
were  proper  men  in  the  polico,  to  call 
their  att<tntion  to  the  principal  duties 
thpY  had  to  perform,  and  to  plnrt^  a  suffl* 
I  if*nt  force  at  their  disposal ;  but  if  thon« 
wc«re  anr  attompt  on  his  part  to  oonditrt 
th«*ir  policy  so  as  to  say  that  constables 
•hould  be  in  this  or  that  street,  whether 
in  indiridual  cases  or  on  (»ccaiiions  of 
this  character,  he  would  be  doing  exactly 
what  the  8«*crelAry  of  State  for  War 
would  do  if  ho  were  to  t«>l«*gniph  to  a 
(loneral  in  the  middb*  of  an  action  to 
altor  the  dispisition  of  his  forces.  An- 
other subject  had  b^^en  referred  to  by 
thA  noble  liord  opposite  (Lord  Algernon 
iVn^y  >.  and  he  hoped  he  did  not  mean 
by  tSat  reference  that  it  was  inexni^dient 
t4>  allow  these  public  meetings.  He  was 
€|uite  sure  that  no  greater  mistake  could 
>M»  marie  than  to  pn^vent  thes4»  meetings. 
They  were  placetl  in  Lrmdon  in  the  midst 
of  a  population  of  4.000.0(H).  In  other 
towns  in  the  country  meetings  could  be 
h**ld  outside  tho  town  ;  but  di«l  they 
think  it  was  p  *s^ble  to  say  to  4.000,04)0 
i»t  Knglishmen — '*Yon  Miall  hare  no 
opportunity  for  holding  public  mt»et- 
in(;<i?*'  What  they  mu^t  do  was  to 
r<«gulata  thi*»o  publio  m«*oting«:  and, 
a4«-ording  to  his  cx{M*nenre,  nothing  was 
^a«ier  than  to  rogula*e  public  m«*4«tingB 
in  lymdun.  In  thene  gn«at  crowds  they 
nii;;ht  d««pend  upon  it  that  nine  out  of 
e%'f*ry  t«*n  persons  wero  on  the  «i<ie  of 
or^i««r,  and  would  asai^t  the  polico  in 
maintaining  it.  The  tenth  p4*r«»n  miicht 
l»e  a  rough  or  a  plunderer;  but  if  the 
ivilifo  wen*  present  nine  out  of  every  ten 
p««nHins  in  the  crowd  would  aid  them ; 
and  ho  was  porfi«rtly  c<»rttin  that  on  thf* 
irt*ry  o<Taftioa  of  thr^a  not«  a  Tcry  small 
b(Mly  of  police  cotdd  hare  stoplMnl  the 
whole  misehtrf  at  any  point.  That  was 
on  A  of  the  reasons  why  he  had  nerer 
ci>Dcam«d  in  the  doctrine  which  he  know 
was  held  by  some  that  the  police  ought 
not  to  ba  «*  aiiowa."    lie  thooght  thai 
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was  an  entire  mialako.  If  it  ahonU  ba 
aeceasary  to  haTa  the  military  in  raadi* 
nesa,  they  should  not  ba  •*  shown  ;*'  bnl 
the  police  were  a  ciril  force.  They 
came  from  the  people,  they  belonged  to 
the  peoplo,  and  wore  a  oiril  force  en* 
rolled  f<»r  the  purpoM*  of  aiding  tho 
people  in  k«H»ping  order;  and  ho  had 
always  said^Lot  the  police  be  soen,  lot 
the  people  know  that  the  police  are 
there.  The  presence  of  tha  police  on 
the  spot  pr(«rented  tho  Tory  oommenoa- 
ment  of  disorder,  and  tho  mora  they 
W(»re  shown  on  these  ooeasions  the  better, 
in  his  opinion,  was  it  for  the  preserra* 
tion  of  {)eaoe.  The  right  hon.  (tentla* 
man  tho  Ht>mber  for  the  Strand  iMr. 
W.  U.  »^mith)  had  obserred  on  tha 
information  not  having  been  sent  im* 
mcMliatoly  to  the  Home  Office.  Ha 
(Sir  William  Ilarcourt)  certainly  thought 
that  was  a  great  mistake.  But  lot  it  be 
understo<id  why  it  was  a  mistake.  Tho 
8c<Tetary  of  State  ought,  no  doubt,  to 
be  informed  of  everything  that  affected 
the  peace  of  London  at  onoa.  But  it 
had  been  said  that  he  ought  to  have  di- 
riH  ted  the  operations  of  the  police.  That 
was  ho  thought,  a  great  mistake,  a«i  it 
was  no  part  of  his  duty.  If  tho  polioa 
were  overpowered,  tha  Secretary  of  State 
would  have  power  to  appeal  to  militaipr 
force ;  bnt,  generally  sfwaking,  in  hia 
opinion,  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  to  take  care  that  an  ade<iuate  forca 
waa  provided,  that  the  head  of  the  police 
was  informed  aa  to  the  itoliey  he  ought 
to  pursue  and  tha  duty  he  ought  to  par- 
form,  and  to  advise  as  to  the  legal  posi- 
tion and  action ;  but  after  that  to  leave 
tho  executive  action  and  tha  conduct  of 
his  ]>olicy  on  any  particular  occasion  to 
the  res|>onMble  officers  of  the  police. 
Haira-du/en  mounted  policemen  would 
have  b4H«n  suffiriont  to  «|u««ll  the  whole 
diiiturbanre.  A  gn«at  d«*al  had  Wm  said 
about  telt>,^raphtr  oommuniratioa ;  but 
when*  they  W(*re  dealing  with  matters  of 
this  kind  a  fc^w  m«*n  on  horseback  were 
mori«  valuable  even  than  trlographio 
communication.  Such  occttrrenoes  as 
those  on  Fvbmary  8  were  simply  atci- 
denta  arising  out  of  a  pioce  of  careh*ss*  ^ 

n^'^n ;  but  thevdidnot  air<H.<t  tK-  •' ft!!^* 

\  •    *•         «t  what  waa 

n-putationandorgan«ation^^,    ^  j^ 

and  It  would  be  very  danj^    ^^^  rained 
chievons  to  attac*k  the  '^^^^j^i    j^g^^J  }^^ 
tion   of  the  police  o  ^  **  danger      lie 
•^i^^^^otiliif^ch^    satisfied  thi  hon. 
aa  to  the  existing  o 
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police  wore  prodaoed  by  Bonsational  ao- 
oounto  of  the  ocourrences  themselyoB, 
and  by  erroneous  deduotions,  both  with 
reference  to  the  mob  dealt  with,  and 
with  reference  to  the  Police  Force  which 
had  to  encounter  them.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  bring  common  sense  to 
bear  on  this  matter,  and  not  to  allow  a 
spirit  of  panic  to  inspire  them.  The 
eyents  of  February  8  occurred  like  a 
railway  accident,  and  just  in  the  same 
way  was  much  less  likely  to  occur  in  the 
future.  It  was  equally  certain  they  had 
been  the  result  not  of  a  comedy  of  errors, 
but  of  a  tragedy  of  errors,  any  one  of 
which,  if  it  could  have  been  foreseen  and 
prevented,  would  liave  entirely  stopped 
the  subsequent  proceedings.  It  was  a 
lesson  of  vigilance  to  everybody  con- 
cerned, from  the  Home  Office  down  to 
the  lowest  officer  in  the  Police  Force ; 
but  he  was  perfectly  certain  that  to  ex- 
aggerate the  matter,  or  to  approach  it  in 
any  sensational  spirit,  was  greatly  to  be 
deprecated.  If  the  present  system  had 
not  been  a  good  one,  how  could  the  Me- 
tropolis have  gone  on  for  20  years  with- 
out the  occurrence  of  an  accident  of  this 
kind  ?  Therefore  he  entreated  the  House 
of  Commons  not  to  be  led  away  because 
of  these  events.  He  did  not  disparage 
their  gravity  or  their  magnitude ;  but, 
for  Heaven's  sake,  let  them  look  at  the 
matter  in  a  calm  and  quiet  manner, 
and  bring  to  bear  in  its  discussion 
a  spirit  of  cool  common  sense ;  and 
he  noped  it  would  be  recognized  that 
far  greater  mischief  would  be  done 
than  any  which  had  yet  been  apparent, 
if  there  was  any  attempt  to  revolutionize 
altogether  what  for  so  many  years  had 
worked  with  such  advantage  to  the 
people  of  the  Metropolis. 

Sir  JAMES  FERQUSSON  said,  that 
18  years  ago.  as  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  he  was 
directed  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the 
organization  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Force;  and  it  was  a  remarkable  fact 
that  in  that  Report,  drawn  up  by  Sir 
Henry  Thring  and  himself,  they  put 
their  fingers  on  all  the  weak  points 
^  which  had  been  exposed  on  the  occa* 

m^^n^gs  fof^tio";  T>«  ?"*  «^)^;««  ^^ 
and  they  had'  S?ntraliwition,  and  the  want 
fully,  no  event  oP>n«ble  officers.     They 

occurred  before.  V^J^  ^7  f  f '.«^^' 
plaee  under  everr  d?'*  *»•  want  of  imme- 
eulty  and  danger,  an>  ~«I*  only,  under 

..     _    **         lona,  be  issued  from 
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Scotland  Yard.  They  also  said  the 
force  was  far  too  large  to  be  treated  as 
if  it  were  a  single  battalion,  and  reoom- 
mended  that  London  should  be  divided 
into  four,  five,  or  six  districts,  and  that 
each  district  should  have  a  Superinten- 
dent or  Commissioner,  with  powers  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  Chief  Constable  of  a 
county.  Lord  Aberdare,  in  "  another 
place,"  had  stated  that  he  carried  out 
that  suggestion,  by  appointing  four  or 
five  District  Superintendents  to  manage 
different  parts  of  the  Metropolis.  Ho 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  believed,  how- 
ever, that  the  system  was  neverproperly 
carried  out,  and  that  Scotland  xard  re- 
tained too  much  of  detail  in  its  hands 
and  never  allowed  these  officers  sufficient 
discretion.  He  regretted  very  much  that 
of  late  years  a  distinctly  retrograde  step 
had  been  taken.  Whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  fSir  William  Har- 
oourt)  was  responsible  for  it  or  not  he 
did  not  know  ;  but  two  or  three  of 
these  District  Superintendents  had  been 
discontinued.  There  had  been  two  in- 
quiries since. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUHT :  The 
most  recent  Committee  disapproved  of 
these  District  Superintendents. 

SiB  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  Very 
well ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  very  carious 
that  the  present  Home  Secretary  said 
he  was  going  to  carry  out  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  Committee,  who  had  re- 
commended that  system  at  the  very 
outset  of  their  proposj:Js.  He  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  would  put  it  whe- 
ther it  was  right  or  wise  that  there 
should  be  no  discretion  outside  Scotland 
Tard  to  deal  with  emergencies?  The 
remedy  for  such  fiascos  was  to  take 
away  the  present  excessive  centralization 
in  Scotland  Yard;  and  he  implored 
the  Home  Secretary  not  to  give  way  on 
that  point. 

Me.  lock  WOOD  said,  ho  looked 
upon  the  attacks  which  had  been  made 
upon  the  present  Home  Secretary  as 
perfectly  unjustifiable.  If  it  was  sug- 
gested m  any  way  that  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  to  blame  for  what  had 
happened,  they  ought  to  hear  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Secretary 
to  the  Home  Department  what  informa- 
tion he  had  at  the  Home  Office  daring 
his  tenure  of  Office,  and  what  steps  bo 
took  before  he  left  that  important  post 
to  inform  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
was  to  saooeedhimastowhatwasltkriy 
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than  was  warranUd  hr  what  took  placa. 
Ua  belioTod  that  tba  aiiattora  of  a  fort- 
night uDc<*  Wftra  not  dua  to  a  want  of 
organisation  on  thf«  imrt  of  tho  polico, 
but  to  tha  fact  that  the  Chief  <  *omniia- 
•ionor  ovtdontly  underrated  the  graritT 
of  tha  tituatitin.  So  many  meeting*  had 
passed  off  qnietly  that  8ir  I-Mmund 
ilenderiton  did  not  take  into  conttdera« 
tion  clearly  th(»  very  peculiar  character 
of  the  m(»oting,  or  rather  of  the  two 
meetings ;  and  eeoing  that  there  was 
dangler  of  a  collision  the  police  ought  to 
have  been  warned  of  the  intenaity  of  the 
danger.  When  he  ^Sir  B.  Aasheton 
Cross  was  at  the  Home  ()ffioey  he  alwaya 
sought  to  impre«  upon  the  police  the 
uno(*rtninty  oi  the  elemonta  comprising 
a  largo  crowd.  His  own  experience  waa 
that  what  th<»y  had  to  ft^ar  was  not  from 
tlione  who  came  to  hear  discussion,  but 
from  those  who  did  not  come  to  hear, 
who  mixfHi  in  the  crowd  and  who  might 
start  it  into  another  channel  altogether. 
He  thought  tliat  Sir  Kdmund  Iiender* 
son  ought  to  hare  taken  greater  pre- 
cautions. He  had  lKH*n  asked  by  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Lockwood) 
wh«t  part  he  had  taken  in  this  matter. 
He  left  the  Home  Office  on  the  Friday 
afternoon,  and  he  saw  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  and  a^ked  htm  about  this 
meeting.  He  told  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson that  it  was  one  which  required 
his  very  csreful  consideration.  He 
nmiinded  him  of  the  necesaity  of  having 
a  very  large  f^rre,  and  he  reminded  him 
of  bis  own  words  used  on  a  preTioua 
occasion — **It  is  not  the  meeting,  but 
what  may  come  out  of  iL**  He  said, 
furthf-r,  to  him,  using  this  exact  expres- 
sion—** Now,  mind,  these  things,  to  use 
your  own  words,  grow  up  exactly  like  a 
mushroom;  they  grow  up  so  quickly 
that  you  have  not  time  to  change  your 
plans  at  the  momout— that  you  should 
prepare  for  them  at  the  start.'*  That 
was  the  warning  which  he  had  givon  to 
Sir  Ir^lmund  Henderson  on  the  Friday. 
He  certainly  thought  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson ought  to  have  had  better  infor- 
mation as  to  the  class  of  pcNiple  who 
werti  coming  up,  and  he  regn*tted  that 
he  did  not  take  tlie  opportunity  of  gain- 
ing further  information  about  what  waa 
likoly  to  take  place.  Of  course,  if 
further  information  had  been  gained, 
proper  precautions  might  have  been 
taken  against  this  new  danger.  He 
hoped  he  had  now   satisfied  the  boa, 
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to  oesttr.    They  had  as  yet  reoetTod  no 
information  from  him  upon  the  point 

8ta  K.  AS.SHETON  CK0S8  said,  he 
wished  to  say.  at  the  outset,  how  satisfied 
ho  was  at  the  assertion  made  br  the 
Home  Secretary  as  to  the  gonorai  elB- 
ciency  and  excellent  character  both  of 
the  men  and  officers  of  the  Metroimlitan 
Tono.  He  was  glad  to  obserfo  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentloman  had  made  use  of 
the  wortls  *'  mental  and  physical,"  and 
he  would  like  to  add  also  the  word 
'*  moral  '*  in  relation  to  the  character  of 
the  force.  Ho  also  desirM  to  bear  his 
t4Mtimony  during  six  years  of  Office  to 
that  efficiency,  and  he  was  pleased  to 
aay  that  when  he  retume<l  to  Office  In^t 
yt«ar  he  found  both  officers  and  men  in 
a^  gf>od  a  condition  as  he  had  left  them. 
Ht>  was  bound  also  to  add  his  tt^ntiniony 
as  Ui  the  conduct  of  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
d«rson,  who  had  paid  s«>  much  attention, 
not  aim]>ty  to  the  organization  of  the 
p>lice,  but  t>  the  individual  comforts 
and  moral  training  of  ijvi^rj  member  of 
the  foroe.  He  knew  the  past  Si*rvices 
Sir  Kdmund  Henderson  had  rondereil, 
and  the  exci«llent  work  ho  had  done  in 
the  s4>ttlemont  of  the  boundary  lino  of 
ranada,  in  carrying  out  the  Ashburton 
TreatT,  and  in  other  directions.  After- 
wards,  when  brought  to  this  country  and 
appointed,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Joshua 
Jibb,  to  the  head  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, he  a<lmini«tered  for  many  years 
the  duties  of  his  Officio  to  the  satisfaction 
of  those  who  wrre  ovsr  him.  As  head 
of  the  M«*tropoIitan  rolico  Force  for  a 
period  of  IH  years,  he  had  done  more  to 

J>romote  the  efficiency  of  the  fort***,  and 
or  th<»  happiness  and  moral  training  of 
each  indtviaual  member  of  it.  than  any- 
one occupying  a  similar  position  had 
done  before.  Therefore,  be  was  very 
glad  to  hope,  although  this  unfortunate 
cirrumstance  had  CKt^urred,  that  the 
pre^ient  Home  Secretary  fully  re(H»gni/(Hl 
thoM*  senric<s,  and  that  Sir  Edmund 
Hendrr»  in  would,  as  he  ho|>ed,  protit 
eventually  bv  th«»  wav  in  which  ho  would 
)h*  treat4*d  by  the  Home  OlHce.  The 
disaster  which  th<»y  all  d*<plore<l  was  not, 
in  hi«  opinion,  due  to  any  great  want  of 
organ ix4tioa  in  th«*  f(»rce.  He  ha<l  read 
the  U4*port  over  with  the  evid  1*000,  and 
if  he  had  anything  to  say  about  the 
Ueport  it  would  be  this — that  it  was 
eakttlated  to  raise,  and  have  the  effect 
of  raising,  more  distrust  on  the  part  of 
tbo  pabUe  aa  to  the  working  of  the  force 
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Member.  What  was  the  responsibility 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  ?  There  was 
no  doubt  he  was  responsible  for  the 
peace  of  the  Metropolis,  for  maintaining 
the  force  in  a  high  state  of  organization, 
BO  that  it  might  be  capable  of  dealing 
at  any  moment  with  any  sudden  emer- 
gency that  might  arise ;  but  he  could  no 
more  take  the  actual  direction  of  the 
police  than  the  Secretary  for  War  could 
take  charge  of  the  Army,  or  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  charge  of  the 
Nary;  but  his  duty  was  to  discuss  with 
the  Chief  of  the  Police  all  the  dangers 
which  were  likely  to  arise.  Of  course, 
the  communications  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  the  Chief  Commissioner 
would  depend  upon  the  character  of  the 
matter  that  had  to  be  dealt  with ;  but 
during  his  tenure  of  Office  he  always 
felt  a  deep  feeling  of  responsibility  on 
the  subject  of  maintaining  the  public 
peace.  Now  the  possibility  of  the  mob 
going  West  was  just  one  of  the  things 
which  might  have  arisen  in  a  discussion 
with  the  Home  Secretary  ;  and  although 
it  appeared  not  to  have  presented  itself 
to  the  mind  of  the  Chief  Commissioner, 
it  seemed  almost  impossible  to  think  it 
had  not  done  so.  It  was  also  a  great 
mistake  in  the  first  instance  not  to  show 
the  police.  It  was  proper  not  to  show 
the  military  until  tiiey  were  required ; 
but  the  police,  being  a  civil  force,  ought 
to  be  shown.  Then  a  groat  number  of 
police  should  have  been  kept  in  reserve. 
In  all  serious  cases  he  had  felt  deeply 
the  responsibility  for  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  town,  and  he  never  was 
easy  until  he  knew  that  the  meeting  was 
over  and  that  the  crowd  had  dispersed. 
There  were  several  occasions  wluch  he 
oould  recall.  There  was  one  in  1875, 
when  he  had  reports  every  half-hour 
during  the  time  disturbances  were  going 
on.  There  was  the  case  which  arose 
out  of  the  Tichbome  trial,  when  De 
Morgan  came  down  to  present  a  Petition 
to  the  Hoase,  and  he  had  to  stop  him. 
During  all  that  time,  he  had  constant 
messages  backwards  and  forwards  by 
oonstables  and  by  his  private  secretaries 
to  the  Home  Office,  and  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  There  was  the  case  only  the 
other  day  of  threatened  disturbances  in 
the  £a9t  End,  and  he  had  reports  daring 
the  whole  of  that  meeting.  That  prac- 
tice,  besides  being  a  precautionary  one, 
made  the  police  feel  that  the  eye  of  the 
Home  8e<nretary  was  upon  them.    The 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exoheauer  said: — 
<'  What  would  you  do  if  tne  riots  were 
going  on  7  "  But  there  was  a  point  on 
this  day  when  a  word  from  the  Home 
Secretary  to  Scotland  Yard  might  have 
secured  reinforcements  and  stopped  the 
whole  thing.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
the  House  would  not  run  away  with  the 
idea  that  the  police  wanted  thorough 
re-organization.  No  doubt,  they,  like 
almost  all  ether  things,  were  capable  of 
some  improvement ;  but  if,  in  trying  to 
effect  it,  they  upset  the  whole  system 
they  would  run  a  great  danger.  Thoy 
had  had  great  meetings,  dangerous 
meetings,  during  the  18  years,  and  the 
whole  of  them  had  passed  away  without 
the  smallest  censure ;  and,  indeed,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  the  police  had 
received  the  thanks  of  that  House  ou 
account  of  their  behaviour  with  regard 
to  them. 

Lord  EDWARD  CAVENDISH:  I 
should  not  have  risen  to  say  a  single 
word  on  this  occasion  if  it  had  not  beon 
for  one  or  two  observations  which  fell 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken,  which  observations  I  con- 
sider to  be  of  an  ungenerous  oharacter, 
and  unfair  and  unjust  towards  the  pre- 
sent Home  Secretary. 

Sir  B.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  Allow 
me  to  explain.  I  think  that  the  noble 
Lord  is  labouring  under  a  mistake.  I 
never  intended  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind ;  and  I  thought  that  I  had  carefully 
refrained  from  doing  so. 

Lord  EDWARD  CAVENDISH :  It 
certainly  appeared  to  me  that  in  some 
of  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  he  suggested  or  insinuated 
that  these  disturbances  were  all  due  to 
some  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  tbo  Home  Secretary. 

Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  foe 
TUB  HOME  DEPART^IENT  .Mr. 
CniLDERs)  :  Perhaps  my  noble  Friend 
will  allow  me  to  intermpt  him.  I  did 
not  understand  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man to  have  done  that. 

Lord  EDWARD  CAVENDISH: 
Then  I  beg  to  apologize  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  having  misunder« 
stood  in  any  way  what  he  stated.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  in  the  observations  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard  to 
making  inquiry  during  the  course  of  the 
disturbances  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  thrown  out  some  insinuation  to  that 
effect  against  my  right  hon.  Friend  ^Mr. 
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(MuM«<rB  ,  AtiJ  had  tmpliorl,  that  if  pro- 
|H«r  |»riH*ftution«  had  h«M>n  takon  thi*  dia* 
t'lrliancea  might  Iiato  b^^on  avoidod.  I 
C4II  only  aay  that,  hiddin^j^  thi*  piMitioo 
«  hirh  tny  ri^ht  hoo.  Frit*nd  did  of  Homo 
S«HT<'tary  ou  that  oc<'aftton,  it  vaa  tx^r* 
it(  *\y  imiM>*HibIo  for  him  to  havo  taicen 
•>'(  )>»  tti  ftToid  th(  H4»  (K^  :unrt»nceii.  and  any 
intorfi*n<nco  on  hin  )>art  would  haro  bv m 
|>orfi«ctly  unjuntiiiahlfs  having  aln^ady 
u'l  aasuraiiro  that  everything  that  waa 
n(M  t»««Ary  for  tho  maint<^nanc<»  of  order 
wouM  h«*  dono  ;  and  ho  wouhl  haw  boon 
to  bhiiuo  if,  undor  i^urh  rircumstanrt  f«. 
h<«  had  givAn  any  a>untt)r-infitructHiu4. 
I  may  ti\y\  ft>r  mynidf.  having  nat  on  tho 
<*immitt«M*,  and  having  ^ignofl  the  Ho* 
|H>rt  of  tho  (*ommitt«*«\  that  1  fti^uod  it 
with  a  f«M*ling  of  rt»grot  and  very  groat 
r(*Iuctan('is  for  thin  roanon — I  raunot  for- 
grt  that  this  is  tho  first  (M'casion.  during 
many  yoar^,  that  any  charge  ban  hi  on 
niado  again «t  Sir  Kdmund  llondorHin, 
and  the  tir*t  occasion  sinoe  tho  polioo 
have  bo«<n  under  his  control  that  the 

IM«ac<*  and  pu)i)in  onlorof  tlioMctn»|»<>lis 
lave  boon  disturb«*J.  Tho  p<i]ii<*.  on 
oth(»r  ocoaiions,  have  dini^hargf^l  tb<Mr 
ilutios  an  a  manner  which  rotlott^  the 
great4  st  c^rtMlit  on  tliom«olv<»H ;  ^nd  dur- 
ing tbn  timotho  fxdi^**'  havo  boon  undor 
the  i barge  (»f  Sir  Kduiund  I{on<l**rM)n 
th*y  havo  |»«*rf«irmod  their  arduous  and 
dithcult  duti<><i  in  a  mo«t  aatitOi'  tory 
maiinor.  It  was,  thor<*f<'ro,  «ith  very 
i:n*at  rf  grot  that  any  Mcm)>oroftho(\>m- 
ii.itttH*  frit  hitn^dt  calbd  u]H»a  to  sign  a 
ltt*]i*)rt  which  uiif^lit  b«t  saI  1  to  rolli'<-t 
utM>a  the  laaniior  in  ahich  Sir  Kdmund 
lionder4.in  hn«  ]H*rfonn<'!  tho im|iortant 
iltitifs  rt* |>«>44«d  in  him.  I  will  only  Miy 
tSat  if  in  anyway  I  ha\o  miare{>re*'ont<Hi 
ti'H'  right  hon.  (j«*ntIoman  who  has  just 
»I>okrn  I  r«*grct  that  I  have  done  so; 
bat  I  did  fool  that  undor  the  nn-um- 
stances  in  wbioh  niv  rl,;ht  hon.  Kriond 
thrt  pro^ont  Homo  So<'rotary  rime  intc» 
otfice  it  would  havo  b«en  unjui»t,  an- 
f.ur,  and  unir<*nerou«.  if  any  blame  were 
attributod  to  him  for  what  ik  currotl.  It 
cortainlyhas  bi^on  attributed  to  him — I 
will  not  say  by  the  right  hon.  Oontle- 
ni fin,  but  by  other  hon.  Iiemb«r4-  tUat 
tiio  dt<iturbanr«  s  w<re  duo  in  r«»nso- 
fjtionooot  my  rii^hthou.  Fn«*od  not  hav- 
uig  tak**o  gr«'a*.«r  pre<*au turns,  and  from 
his  not  having  hid  more  fn*i|u«<nt  corn- 
manieatioQ  with  tho  l*hiof  i'iimmis* 
oioiiarof  l'oU<*o.  After  having  vory  care- 
fully  liateaad  to  all  the  evidcnc*  which 
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was  brought  bofort^thoPominitt^M*,  I  feel 
that  in  no  sort  of  way  whatover  does  any 
blame  attach  to  my  right  hoo.  Friend. 

Quostion  put,  and  ayr##^  /a. 

Main  Uu>»4tioa  again  propo^tnl,  '*  Thai 
Mr.  8|>oaker  do  now  bava  tho  Chair.** 


LOANS  Tt)  L.VXIX)WXK»W. 

oIl»i:UVATli>.>S. 

Sir  JOHN  BWINHURNE:  Thore 
ia  a  Motion  on  tbo  l^apor  in  my  name^> 

•*Thit  it  i«  •!.  *ir»M«»  Ihit  mi-m  cttfniJ'd 
f«riltth«  fthoiil  I  tH«  iftvrn  ht  lrt?i«Ution  to 
o«rn'*r»  of  Un<l  to  im]tn>v(»  thnr  c«tAtrs  t>r 
nu-ant  t»(  inou«  yt  borrowed  go  Torminablo 
AanuilivA  fr  >in  thv  St«lr.** 

My  olijoct  in  placing  this  Motion  upon 
the  Paper  was  to  call  attention  to  the 
pr«*Hont  condition  of  the  landod  pro- 
priet'ir*  of  thia  country.  In  IHK)  an 
Art  of  Tarliament  was  brought  in  by  8ir 
Uobert  Peel,  which  allowed  £.',000,000 
to  bo  lent  to  the  landownera  for  tho  im- 
provement of  the  land  by  moans  of 
dniinni^o.  In  the  year  IH.>0  there  was 
a  furthor  grant  of  £i\0oO,(M)O  under 
similar  c«>nditions  to  the  landownera  of 
Urent  Britain,  and  similar  ad vanc«  h  wore 
inadi'  to  tho  landoaneraof  InOand  at  the 
•4imo  ptTiods.  I^f'aring  Ireland  out  of 
tho  qucMion  for  tbo  pn^n^^nt,  the  total 
amount  of  tho  advance  sanction e<l  by 
Parliamont  for  auch  purposes  waa 
£l,ooo.om);  and  that  sum  was  ad- 
viini'*Hl  to  tho  land«'<l  propriotora  of 
Sm  it  land  and  Kti  gland  towarda  an- 
abling  them  to  o(!tH*t  improvomonta  tu 
their  land  by  draining  and  building 
suitable  labourers*  houses  at  6|  per 
cent  upon  Terminable  Annuities  of  2'i 
yeara.  This  amount  of  £4.000.000  waa 
oihaustM  about  tho  year  |H70  or  1871. 
Now,  Sir,  not  ono  aixnenro  of  thia 
monoy  so  advanced  by  the  State  haa 
b<'en'loat«  I  have  been  informed  by 
the  beat  authority  that  only  in  twfi 
iastanc«*s  there  were  arreara,  which 
wore  in  f<<)ns4M|uonce  of  accid«'ntal  errors 
having  been  made  in  the  accounta;  but 
on  each  of  those  occasions*  immediatoly 
the  matter  waa  brought  bofi>ra  the 
land«*^l  propri«»tcir  who  «as  in  arroar, 
the  amount  in<|uostion  was  immediaU^ly 
4«»nt  t'>  tbo  Otiire  of  th«  Inclosure  (*om- 
i  mi*«:onora.  What  I  want  now  ia  to 
'  plm*e  (or  a  moment  tho  condition  of  the 
■  lanii«*<l  propriotora  of  this  country  before 
!  the  House,  t^n  all  sidaa  tbara  haa  bea^ 
aa  outcry  for  f  uitlier  afforta  ott  tha  pait 
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of  the  landowners  for  the  improTementB 
of  their  land.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  proposes 
to  make  it  a  misdemeanour  for  land- 
owners not  to  cultivate  their  land. 
I  certainly  think  that  it  is  a  most  de- 
sirable thing  that  they  should  be  placed 
in  a  position  to  cultiyate  their  land. 
But  what  is  the  present  position  of 
landed  proprietors  ?  There  are  the  same 
mortgages  upon  it  as  there  were  when 
the  owners  succeeded  to  the  property. 
The  tithes  on  the  land  are  also  the  same; 
and  although  we  hear  of  reductions  of 
rent,  we  have  never  heard  of  one  single 
instance  in  which  tithes  have  been  re- 
duced by  10  or  any  other  percentage; 
on  the  contrary,  they  remain  the  same 
as  they  were  upon  their  accession  to  the 
property.  In  addition,  there  are  charges 
upon  entailed  property  for  younger  chil- 
dren ;  and  last,  although  by  no  means 
least,  there  is  a  charge  for  dowers,  and 
what  remains  longer,  as  a  rule,  than  any 
other  charge  upon  the  estate,  is  the 
charge  for  dowers.  The  rent  of  landed 
property  has  declined  from  10  to  26  per 
cent.  I  am  speaking  of  Great  Britain 
only.  I  have  no  wish  to  exaggerate, 
but  I  believe  that  upon  some  pro- 
perties the  rent  has  declined  40  per 
cent;  and  many  landowners,  who  are 
not  themselves  responsible  for  the 
charges  placed  upon  their  estates,  are 
called  upon  now  to  improve  their  pro- 
perty, while  the  taxes  on  the  land  have 
Deen  increased,  and  the  incomes  of  the 
owners  have  fallen.  We  were  told  over 
and  over  again  during  the  late  Election 
that  the  BO*oaUed  owners  of  land  did  not 
own  the  fee-simple  of  their  estates,  but 
that  the  fee-simple  is  the  property  of 
the  Commonwealth ;  and  that  the  land- 
lords only  bold  the  property  as  long  as 
they  improve  it,  and  act  up  to  the  old 
spirit  of  the  landed  proprietors  in  the 
feudal  times.  Then,  in  addition,  we 
have  heavy  locsl  taxes  placed  upon  the 
land,  and  beyond  those  local  taxes  the 
Income  Tax,  which,  although  it  is  col- 
lected in  Ireland  upon  two-thirds  of  the 
rent,  is  oollected  in  Oreat  Britain  upon 
the  full  rent.  Hon.  Members  will  pro- 
bably ask  why  persons  engaged  in  oom- 
meroial  pursuits  should  not  have  the 
same  advances  made  to  them  by  the 
State  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their 
busineasea  as  I  ask  to-night  for  the 
landed  proprietors  ?  We  nave  heard 
over  ana  over  again  that  the  country  ia 
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in  the  greatest  distress ;  and  what  is  the 
use  of  the  cheap  loaf  which  Free  Trade 
has  given  us,  and  the  warm  jacket  which 
we  can  purchase  cheaper  than  at  any 
former  period — ^what  is  the  use  of  these 
advantages,  if  a  labouring  man,  however 
anxious  he  is  to  work,  cannot  find  em- 
ployment, and  has  not  got  a  penny  in 
his  pocket  ?  We  have  heard  to-night — 
and  1  fully  agree  with  the  principle — 
that  the  only  way  to  meet  the  distress, 
now  only  too  well  known,  which  exists 
in  large  towns  such  as  Ix)ndon,  Man- 
Chester,  Newcastle,  Sunderland,  Bir- 
mingham, and,  including  Glasgow,  in 
Scotland,  is  to  draw  the  honest  labour- 
ing man  back  to  the  land.  I  do  not 
speak  of  the  men  who  broke  windows 
in  the  West  End  a  few  days  ago, 
because  they  are  men  who  ought  to 
write  themselves  down,  as  similar  people 
did  in  India  when  the  last  Census  was 
taken,  as  professional  thieves;  but  I 
speak  of  the  honest  labouring  men  who 
are  only  too  anxious  to  work,  but 
who  cannot  find  employment.  If  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Haroourt)  will  see  fit  to  advance 
another  £2,000,000  in  aid  of  the  im- 
provement of  land,  it  would  immediateljr 
have  this  effect — it  would  draw  tho 
labouring  men  out  of  the  large  towna 
into  the  country.  The  effect  would  be 
spread  over  the  whole  of  Great  Britain, 
and  I  know  of  nothing  more  desirable 
than  that  the  working  men  of  Oreat 
Britain  should  be  so  drawn  out  of  the 
large  cities,  and  employed  all  over  the 
country  upon  the  land.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  I  shall  be  met  by  Her  Majesty^s 
Government  with  the  argument  that 
Companies  have  been  started,  and  are  in 
existence,  who  will  lend  money  for  the 
improvement  of  the  land.  But  hon. 
Members  will  remember  that  private 
Companies  would  cease  to  exist  if  they 
did  not  make  a  profit.  And  now,  when 
the  landed  proprietors*  incomes  are  so 
much  reduced,  it  becomes  impoasiblo 
for  them  to  go  to  Companies  for  ad- 
vances for  improving  their  estates  and 
employing  labourers.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  value  of  land  is  so  much 
depreciated  at  the  present  time  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  land  which  re* 
quires  draining  would  not  pay  the  in- 
terest which  any  private  Company  would 
be  obliged  to  charge  in  order  to  secnre 
a  profit.  What  I  ask  now  is  that  there 
should  be  a  further  sum  of  money  ad- 
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Taiie«d  by  ike  8UU  for  th«  purpose  of 
gtviog  «mplojmoni  to  tho  laboiiriog 
ni(*n ;  and  tho  onlj  uaofttl  omplojrmoot 
11  htch  oould  bo  sproad  orer  the  country 
for  our  unemployed  workin|^  men  would 
!••«  the  construction  of  drainnffo  works. 
I  boltoTo  that  if  the  money  1  ask  for 
were  adranced  the  oountry  would  be 
immcnliatoly  ooTered  with  gangs  of 
drainers,  earning  from  18«.  to  26«. 
a-we<>k.  I  hope  that  in  this  matter  I 
may  hare  the  sympathy  of  hon.  Members 
oppuftitf^  who  sit  bolow  the  (Ungway, 
b««cau«o  a  large  proportion  of  tht*  men 
who  are  usually  employed  in  those  works 
of  drainage  are  Innhmen  ;  and  after  an 
4*x|)enooce  of  25  years  in  the  constant 
<*mployment  of  gangs  of  drainers  I  am 
able  to  say  that  there  never  was  a  more 
industrious,  orderly,  sober,  and  perse- 
▼eriog  man  than  the  Iriih  laboun»r. 
Then,  again,  what  would  be  th€>  imme- 
diato  ellM't  of  giving  this  inducement  to 
the  landod  proprietors  to  commenoo 
works  of  this  nature  ?  It  would  redact, 
I  believe,  over  the  whole  of  tlio  oountry. 
I  would  even  make  an  appeal  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Buml«*y  Mr.  Uyland«  , 
who  I  regrt't  is  not  in  his  plscts  atiU 
other  hon.  Mem  burs  who  watch  so  very 
closely  i*%'ery  an|M»al  that  is  made  to  the 
I'haui^eUor  of  tiie  Kxchoauer,  b4H*au«H>  1 
bfl«lio%-6  they  know  as  well  as  I  do  that 
the  improvement  of  th««  land  will  imiuo- 
diattdygivoan  impetus  to  th<*  ox  |KMtditun« 
of  money  in  other  pn>tttabio  nays — lor 
iii«tance,  more  feticuiK  would  be  tiiidiT- 
taken,  and  wire  would  have  to  be  pur- 
rhas«*4l ;  and  if  additinual  eiu|>'oviiiont 
in  given  to  the  lnlx>uriiig  rlsH«ifK  hou<i«»fl 
will  have  to  be  built  fur  th«*ir  ai^commo- 
dation.  Hpeakiog  fn>m  Uo  years*  ex- 
pehence,  1  know  that  <ottsge  pri>|Mrty, 
over  and  over  again,  has  l»ven  allow  t-d 
to  fall  into  ruin,  l'**causo  the  proprietor 
has  not  b4*«*n  able  to  S4»o  his  wsv  to 
put  it  into  that  state  of  r«']*air  which 
the  l»cal  Government  Hoard  eon»id<*r 
necessary  for  the  h«>u*es  of  the  piHir.  I 
do  not  c«)mplain  of  the  di^ciM^u  of  the 
Local  in>vemin*»nt  lW>ard  in  this  matter  ; 
but  tit*»  practical  result  is  that  the  houvo^i 
are  allowed  tu  fall  into  a  state  of  ruin, 
and  no  new  cottages  are  built.  If 
this  advan<«>  were  made  by  the  htate, 
there  would  be  an  immediste  indue  la- 
ment to  the  landed  proprietors  to  build 
lit  and  proper  oottatfee,  not  only  for 
their  labourers,  but  lor  other  persons 
sogaged  ia  impioving  the  landt  and  in 


keeping  un  a  proper  state  of  eultivatioB 
u|K>n  the  lana,  whether  in  grass  or  ia 
tillage.     Only  yesterday  we  heard  from 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  the  Socre- 
tary  for  Hcotland  >  Mr.  Trevelyan)  that 
all  over  4S0  itland  there  is  a  great  wish 
that  every  labouring  man  ahould  have 
sufficient  pasturage  for  a  oow.    In  the 
North  of  England  we  have  endeavoured 
to  carry  that  out.  In  many  i nstances  these 
cows  graze  in  common,  and  go  home,  if 
1  may  say  so,  each  to  their  own  domestie 
hearth.    And  what  happens?  The  other 
day  the  Insp«*ctor  of  a  Lical  Government 
lioard  found  a  cow  residing  in  an  ap^rt* 
ment  which  was  under  the  same  roof  as 
the  ownur,  and  that  was  against  the 
rule  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  sanitary 
arrangi«meots.     It,    therefore,   beoame 
noc<*Mary  either  to  pull  that  oow-house 
down  or  to  build  a  new  oottsge.     The  oot* 
tager  was  not  in  a  position  to  do  that» 
and  h««  paid  no  attention  to  the  notice ; 
and    I    think    the  Local    (Kivemment 
Hoard  exen*isod  a  wise  discretion  in  not 
having  taken  further  proceedings.     It  is 
out  of  th<>  Question  for  the  Local  Authori- 
ties to  build  cH>tto^o«.  It  was  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Set-retary 
for  Scotland  ^Mr.  Trevelyan)  last  night 
thst  not  only  in  Hcotland,  but  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are  the 
Muitarylaws  and  regulati(»ns  infringcKl. 
It  is  all  very  well  1 1  say  that  the  pro- 
prietors can  go  to  private  Companies  and 
apply  for  advances  from  them.      But 
A  jiroprit'tor   who  takes  that  step  will 
considerably  diminish  his  income  lor  the 
rest  of  his  life ;  and  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  a  landed  propn<»tor  who  haa 
younger  children   to   provide  for,  and, 
in    some    instances,    widows    also,    is 
bound  to  consider  theee  things;  and 
the  rt'^ult  is  that,  practically  speaking, 
very  little  improvement,  cither  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  or  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  houses  of   the   labouring 
ihiAsee,  is  going  on  in  any  |H>rtion  of 
Great   Britain  at    this    moment.     And 
when  I  ask  the  (*hancellorof  the  Kzcho- 
quer  to   grant  an    advance   from   the 
National   ExchiM|u<*r,    I  wish  it   to   be 
rem(*mbertd  that  the  State  haa  actuallv 
made  a  profit   by  the  advancee  which 
wfre  made  in  lb 46  and  IH^O.    I  believe 
thst  the  loans  have  Ixcn    excellently 
wrll  maoag<-d   by  the  Indosure  ( om- 
missioners.     I  admit  that  the  State  haa 
not  realised  a  large  profit;  but  it  has 
made  a  small  one.    The  Office  haa  beso 
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yery  well  managed ;  and  three-fourths  of 
the  expense,  speaking  in  round  numbers, 
has  been  met  bj  the  fees  paid  by  the 
landed  proprietors  who  got  the  advances. 
Now  I  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  feel  disposed  to  look  into  this 
matter,  and  g^ant  the  advance  which  I 
ask  for.  But  there  are  one  or  two  points 
in  which  an  alteration  would  be  required 
in  the  system  under  which  former  ad- 
vances were  made.  In  the  first  place, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  lend  small 
sums  in  advance  by  the  State  without 
waiting  for  any  part  of  the  work  to  be 
done  in  the  first  instance ;  because  at 
present,  when  a  proprietor  receives  aid 
m>m  a  private  Company,  he  has  to 
borrow  from  his  bankers,  in  the  first 
place,  until  the  first  instalment  of  the 
work  is  completed.  There  are  many  de- 
tails in  connection  with  the  question 
with  which  I  will  not  trouble  the  House. 
My  main  point  is  that  the  State  should  do 
now  as  it  did  in  1846,  when  it  advanced 
£2,000,000  sterling,  and  as  it  did 
again  in  1 850,  when  a  further  advance 
of  £2,000,000  was  made  to  the  landed 
proprietors  of  Great  Britain.  I  will  not 
refer  to  the  case  of  Ireland,  because  that 
country  has  had  special  facilities  for  pur- 
chasing land  and  improving  property 
granted  to  it  only  last  year,  when  I 
think  the  sum  of  no  less  £5,000,000  was 
voted  by  Parliament  for  the  purchase  of 
land  at  the  extraordinarily  low  rate  of 
4  per  cent,  spread  over  49  years,  such 
payment  for  49  years  extinguishing  both 
principal  and  interest.  I  do  not  grudge 
the  people  of  Ireland  their  good  fortune 
in  obtaining  that  advance,  because  I 
think  it  was  no  more  than  justice  to  Ire- 
land for  the  State  to  make  it ;  but  I  do 
say  that  we  poor  Saxons  should  receive 
some  benefiit  from  the  State,  especially 
when  we  consider  that  the  advance,  such 
as  I  suggest,  would  not  cost  the  tax- 
payers of  Great  Britain  anything ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  there  would  be  a 
profit  to  the  State  from  the  trans- 
action. No  doubt,  right  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  Treasurer  Bench  will  ask 
whv  I  do  not  bring  in  a  Private  or  a 
Public  Bill  to  carry  out  this  object,  and 
they  will  point  out  that  such  a  course  is 
quite  open  to  me.  I  have  made  careful 
inquiry,  and,  from  the  information  I 
have  received,  I  find  that  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  any  private  Mem- 
ber to  succeed  in  passing  a  Bill  of  this 
natore  through  the  House  of  Oommona 
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without  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day.  At  this  late  hour  I 
have  no  wish  to  detain  the  House ;  but 
there  are  one  or  two  points  which  I 
would  like  to  mention.  I  am  informed 
that  the  actual  cost  of  the  Indosure 
Commission  last  year  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Commission  was  £23,000, 
and  that  there  was  received  by  tees  a 
sum  of  £17,000.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  additional  work  which  my  proposal 
would  entail  upon  the  Commissioners 
would  very  materially  add  to  the  work 
of  that  Office ;  but  it  would  greatly  in- 
crease the  amount  of  fees  received.  I 
daresay  the  Government  will  say  that  it  is 
impossible  to  advance  the  public  money 
for  this  purpose  without  an  Act  of 
Parliament ;  but  in  this  House  we  are 
constantly  asked  to  vote  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds  which  have  already 
been  spent  in  war,  and  I  do  think  it  is 
not  too  much  to  ask  Her  Majesty^s 
Government  to  allow  £100,000,  or 
£60,000,  or  even  £20,000,  to  be  ad- 
vanced at  once  for  this  purpose,  while 
an  Act  of  Parliament  is  oeing  brought 
forward,  out  of  consideration  for  the 
starving  multitudes  to  be  found  now  in 
every  city  throughout  Great  Britain. 
If  the  Treasury  were  to  allow  advances 
on  the  old  system,  which  did  so  well, 
and  by  which  the  State  actually  realized 
a  profit,  I  believe  it  would  have  tho 
effect  of  immediately  drawing  out  of 
the  towns  those  starving  masses  who 
are  now  crowding  them,  and  who 
are  increasing  the  distress  of  the  re- 
gular population  of  our  large  cities. 
Not  only  that,  but  it  would  afford  an 
opportunity  for  properly  housing  the 
labouring  population,  and  keeping  tho 
labouring  men  of  the  country  fully  and 
well  employed,  an  end  we  all  desire 
to  see  accomplished.  Then,  again,  let 
me  turn  for  a  moment  to  the  allotment 
question.  I  believe  there  is  an  anxiety 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  provide 
allotments  for  the  labouring  classes  in 
some  shape  or  other.  At  all  events,  I 
know  a  very  strong  feeling  on  this  ride 
of  the  House  does  exist  in  favour  of 
allotments.  But  what  is  the  use  of 
allotting  to  anybody  land  whieh  re- 
quires draining?  It  must  be  drained 
in  plots  of  40  or  50  acres  before  it  can 
be  rendered  of  any  service.  Perhaps 
hon.  Members  are  not  aware  that  m 
the  North  of  England,  and  even  in 
some  parts  of   the   Smith,  there  are 
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eoormoua  tracU  of  land  which  could  be 
lurnod,  by  m  pro|)6r  •jtti'ui  of  drain- 
a^«s  fniin  nhe^'p^valkn  into  fair  cattl** 
pa»turM*  With  thvse  rouiarka  I  will 
c include  by  urging  that  the  appeal 
which  I  now  make  t)  Ilor  Uaj«*.<«tj*» 
(iorcmment.  and  to  thi^  llou^,  i^  not 
only  r^aM>ntbl<*,  but  opporluno,  pr«ir- 
iu  al,  and,  aboro  all  thin^^,  urgont. 

Ma.  Mc(^rLLO0II:  In  tho  absonco 
of  the  hon.  Member  f(»r  North  rt)mwaU 
]Mr.  (^mybean»)»  I  ri^it*  ft>r  the  purp^no 
of  M« binding  tho  propo^  of  tlio  hon. 
lUnmct  tho  Member  ft>r  tho  Lichfii»M 
I>iriftioa  of  St  ifftirdshiro  (Sir  John 
t^vinbttrne  .  Although  1  repr«»«ent  a 
city  conatituency,  I  hare  bi*on  conAidored 
converaant  with  tho  detaiU  of  rural 
eronomy,  and  I  may  My  that  in  my  can- 
didature for  the  St.  KoUox  I >i vision  of 
(ila^gow  the  I^and  Uue»tion  attracted 
considorable  interest;  and  I  am  sun* 
that  in  ecconding  the  anpoal  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  1  nball  do  supported 
by  landlords  on  Inith  tides  of  tho  House. 
I  boliere  that  the  policy  which  has 
lMH»n  adopted  towards  Ireland  may  with 
advantage  bi«  (•xteod«*J  to  the  United 
KiDgilom.  Although  it  may  not  bo 
cmsidered  wise  to  advanro  the  public 
money  for  suih  purposne  as  this,  I  think 
it  would  haT««  tho  eifect  of  relieving  tho 
l.inded  proprict-irt  from  some  of  the 
dilBcultii«e  of  their  present  situation, 
and  enablo  them  to  improve  tho  cultira* 
turn  of  th«*ir  es!at«'is  not  only  with  ad  van* 
t.tgo  to  themselves,  but  to  tho  labourers 
i»  hom  it  would  be  n<H*o4%ary  to  o  to  ploy. 
The  hoo.  Uaronct  has  told  us  that  in  the 
ad vaneea  which  wore  made  in  1HI6  aod 
l^».'lO  there  was  not  the  lose  of  a  penny 
t )  tho  State.  I  believe  that  was  so ;  that 
thi*y  bonefited  the  farmer  as  well  as 
the  landlord,  and  gave  a  large  amount 
of  employment  to  the  labouring  men 
of  the  district  in  which  works  of  im- 
proveoient  were  carried  out.  Tho  «»• 
r<irity  is,  I  think,  indi«putable ;  and  the 
<fovemment«  in  makiog  advances,  would 
t&ke  care  that  tho  proportion  of  the 
tii'iney  was  surh  as  would  be  ropaid. 
The  increased  product  would  at  least 
)*olp  to  pay  the  intere«t,  and  I  boliove 
that  in  19  eases  out  of  JO  in  Htuland 
the  interest  was  artoally  paid  out  of 
the  increased  produce  of  the  land. 
That  of  itealf  is  a  consideration  of  no 
email  moment;  and,  even  in  tho  in* 
lereet  of  tho  naeoipioyed*  it  would  be  a 
good  applioatioo  of  eome  portion  of  the 


public  money*  beeauee  encouragiiig 
roprodui'tive  works  that  would  not  only 
pay  the  intere«»!  u|K>n  tho  mon<«y  ad- 
vnncot],  but  oihorwiH>%  be  amply  securo  1. 
Thi*rc*fore  the  State  would  run  no  tisk 
whiitover ;  a  public  advantage  would  bo 
r:r<H*ted,  and  omploymont  would  bo 
given  to  a  lur^o  body  of  working  men, 
wh«>  do  not  kooa*  at  pronent  wlion*  t<> 
obtain  employment.  Tndor  those  tir- 
t'um^tAnoffl,  I  think  th(«  prop*  sal  is  ono 
which  rli'>uld  have  the  very  earuiMt 
considoration  of  Her  Majonty's  Govern • 
mciit,  and  I  tliink  it  has  bo^n  proved 
that  the  State  would  incur  no  risk  whit* 
ever,  having  the  S4«curity  of  tho  whole 
estate  for  advancos  spent  on  a  |>ortion. 
All  would  share  in  tho  benefit,  not  only 
lan<llord«,  tenants,  and  labourers,  but 
tho  |N«'iple  of  towns  also,  and  I  think 
that  past  experience  is  enough  to  justify 
all  that  thehon.  Baronet  has  put  foreranl. 
If  those  who  think  it  dangerous  to  spend 
tho  public  money  in  thia  way  will  only 
Ixik  at  the  post,  they  will  see  there 
is  not  the  slightest  risk  incurre<l  by  the 
Qovomment.  Although  the  prices  of 
agricultural  produoe  are  now  greatly  de« 
pro4*iattHl,  I  believe  that  thoy  cannot  go 
much  further  in  that  direction,  becauni 
no  foreign  country  can  ci)ntinttou%ly 
send  in  its  produt^  at  lower  prices  than 
at  pn>sent ;  and  I  think,  whether  or  not 
the  State  is  prepared  to  advance  a 
portion  of  tho  public  money  in  the  way 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  we  ought 
not  to  lose  confid«»nce  in  the  future  of 
British  agriculture. 


Amendment  ^.^i,.^.^, 

To  lesvo  oQt  fr^tn  th«  wurl  *'  That  **  to 
U)^  md  of  th<»  M'ir«Ut>n,  in  orl'f  t'*  sd'l  tho 
«  ri«  **  it  t«  d'«r%^>Io  that  m<tr«  f»xt«nl'«l 
fariltti««  fthou! !  U*  f(irnk  hj  l«*i;i«lsti<>o  to 
owners  of  Und  t«>  taipr«>To  thrir  Mist^v  by 
OM^ns  of  moor^t  UirTi>wcd  on  T(*nDtasblo  An* 
auitic*  from  th<*  Sut*.**—  Str  J^km  AV.it ^  •'  m*. , 

Queetion  pn>po«vl,  *'That  the  wonls 
propi>vNl  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
QurMion.** 

Till,  rn  ANCELLOR  or  tob  EXCH  E- 
ai:KK  Sir  WiLUAM  llAacouaT;:  My 
hon.  Friends  who  hare  movinl  and 
seconded  the  Amendment  have  made  an 
ap|»eal  which  demands,  and  which  I  am 
sure  will  receive,  much  ct>naideratton 
and  aympathy  from  both  aides  of  tho 
House.  If  anything  ean  be  done  in  tho 
preeottt  elate  of  the  africoltoral  interest 
to  alloviate  tha  distrase  from  which  we 
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know  that  it  is  now  so  heavily  sufFerIng, 
I  feel  certain  it  would  command  the 
sympathy  of  the  House  and  the  GoTem- 
ment.  But  the  question  is,  whether  the 
proposal  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Sir  John 
Swinburne)  is  really  calculated  to  re- 
lieve that  distress  ?  It  is  quite  true 
that  soon  after  the  repeal  of  the  Corn 
Laws  Sir  Eobert  Feel  proposed  and  car- 
ried, first  of  all,  one  grant  of  £2,000,000, 
and  then  another  of  £2,000,000  more, 
which  I  believe  were  very  usefully  em- 
ployed in  effecting  improvements  on  land ; 
but  we  know  at  that  time  the  land  of  Eng- 
land was  comparatively  undeveloped ;  it 
was  in  a  condition  of  hope  and  expecta- 
tion ;  and  there  was  a  general  con6aeDce, 
and  I  think,  also,  a  disposition  to  invest 
money  in  the  improvement  of  land.  I 
am  f^raid  that  that  sentiment  hardly 
exists  now.  What  were  the  terms  on 
which  money  was  advanced  at  that  time  ? 
The  advances  were  repayable  by  Annui- 
ties at  £6  I0«.  per  cent.  I  cannot  help 
asking  myself  whether  the  landed  pro- 
prietors of  Great  Britain  would  be  dis- 
posed to  borrow  money  at  £6  10«.  per 
cent  in  order  to  invest  it  in  improve- 
ments in  land  ?  I  am  afraid  they  would 
not  do  so  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not 
think  they  would  see  their  way,  on  such 
terms,  to  any  improvements  on  which 
they  are  now  likely  to  receive  a  return. 
FMr.  McCuLLocu :  Ca{)ital  and  interest.] 
J^o  doubt  it  was  capital  and  interest^ 
There  was  a  Sinking  Fund.  That  is 
what  was  meant  by  Terminable  Annui- 
ties. But  that  was  what  the  landowners 
would  have  to  pay  for  22  years.  I  ask 
whether  it  is  likely,  if  a  measure  of  that 
kind  were  proposed,  the  Government 
would  have  any  demand  for  investments 
of  that  sort.  My  hon.  Friend  behind 
me  (Sir  John  Swinburne)  has  held  out 
a  tempting  picture  of  a  number  of 
things  that  would  be  done--of  cottages 
that  would  be  built,  and  the  many  other 
improvements  that  would  be  carried  out 
under  his  proposal.  But  I  suppose  that 
few  persons  can  build  a  house  that  is 
suitable  for  a  man  and  his  family  for 
much  less  than  £200.  [An  hon.  Mem- 
ber :  Tes.]  Then  my  hon.  Friend's  ex- 
perience is  better  than  my  own.  I  doubt 
whether  a  cottage  can  be  built  for  a  la- 
booring  man  and  his  family  for  much 
less  than  that.  And  the  interest  at 
£6  10«.  on  £200  u  £13  a-year.  If, 
therefore,  you  ooly  charge  the  interest 
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for  the  cottage  it  is  certainly  a  high 
rent.  If  you  could,  your  eiperience 
must  have  been  particularly  fortunate. 
£5  a-vear  is  much  nearer  the  rent  that 
would  be  charged,  and  that  would  in- 
volve a  loss  of  £8  a-year  on  every  cot- 
tage for  22  years.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
a  transaction  that  can  be  engaged  in,  to 
any  large  extent,  without  seriously 
diminishing  the  landlord's  income ;  and 
I  doubt,  therefore,  whether  there  would 
be  any  large  demand  for  advances  at 
£6  10«.  per  cent.  Indeed,  I  doubt  very 
much,  from  what  I  know  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  agricultural  interest, 
whether  there  would  be  any  real  demand 
for  money  on  such  terms  for  purposes  of 
this  character.  I  quite  admit,  however, 
that  if  advances  were  made  without 
disadvantage  to  the  country  or  to  the 
Exchequer  it  would  be  faithfollT  re- 
paid ;  and  I  believe  that  of  the  loans 
made  in  1846  and  1850  there  is  only  a 
sum  of  £17,000  still  outsUnding.  That 
is  not  absolutely  arrears ;  bat  it  is  money 
still  due,  and  will  be  repaid.  There  has 
been  no  loss ;  but  when  one  is  asked  to 
embark  in  a  large  loan  of  this  descrip- 
tion, one  asks  one's  self  what  profit  will 
accrue  to  the  borrowers  at  suoh  a  rate 
of  interest ;  and  I  confess  I  did  not  think 
that  there  would  be  any  great  demand 
for  money  for  these  purposes.  There  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  State  can 
supply  money  for  all  purposes  for  the 
advantage  of  yarious  sections  of  the 
community.  Be  it  remembered  that  it 
is  not  to  be  taken  from  the  local  rates, 
but  from  the  Consolidated  Fund.  People 
do  not  seem  to  know  where  the  money 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  comee  from, 
but  seem  to  have  a  belief  that  it  oomes 
from  the  pocket  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  personally  and  his  Col- 
leagues, and  that  the  Treasury  have  a 
well  from  which  money  can  always  be 
drawn.  Persons  who  are  continually 
asking  for  grants  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund  do  not  realize  the  fact  that  it  comes 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people.  If 
hon.  Members  realized  that  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  is  made  up  from  the 
taxes  of  the  people  whom  they  repre- 
sent— if  that  were  more  frequently 
realized,  I  do  not  think  they  would 
show  such  a  constant  desire  lo  draw 
upon  it.  I  do  not  say  that  to  advance 
the  money  for  the  porpose  which  my 
hon.  Friend  hat  in  view  would  be  a  loea 
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upoa  tb«  Exchequer ;  but  I  eonfeee  that 
I  am  not  Mtisfieu,  from  the  information 
I  have  reeeiTod,  that  there  ia  any  great 
demand  on  the  part  of  the  landed  in> 
tercet  for  bormwmK  powora  each  as  m j 
hon.  Friend  haa  indtcati*d.  I  may  My 
that  there  are  many  private  eociotiee 
fitirh  as  tho«o  referred  to  hy  my  hon. 
Friend  wht4*h  gire  any  aocommcidation 
ftir  this  porpose;  aiid  I  do  not  know 
that  the  intcreiit  a^ked  is  very  much 
htfcher  than  that  demanded  by  the 
Tr^anury.  It  may  be  a  little  highor, 
and  I  euppoeo  it  i«  about  7  per  cent. 
"An  hon.  Mr.iiiiEa:6i  per  cent.]  6} 
p4-r  cent,  as  I  have  said,  is  exactly  the 
amount  charged  bT  the  (tovemment; 
and  if  the  demand  is  not  excesiiiTe  it 
appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  supply 
from  priTate  sorietios  which  would  meet 
the  particular  contingoncics  that  may 
arise  from  day  to  day.  It  is  always  a 
aerioos  matter  for  the  GoTemment  to 
embark  in  a  loan  transaction  of  this 
kind;  and  I  think  my  hon.  Friends 
must  show  a  larger  case  of  demand  and 
moro  cuiiplaiot  of  a  want  of  supply 
than  thst  which  exists  at  the  present 
time. 

Ma.  MARK  STEWART:  I  should 
be  as  willing  as  any  hon.  Member  to 
afford  thn  greatest  p'tesible  farilitio^  for 
rocking  improvements  at  a  Tery  low 
cost;  but  the  hon.  Baronet  Sir  John 
Hwinbome)  who  moTod  tht*  Hosolution 
failed  to  consider  and  inform  the  IIou«o 
whst  the  Inndtnl  proprietors  otijrht  to 
ptir;  and  th<*refore  we  are  drivm  to 
thtf  rt>ocluftion  that  thoy  would  hare 
to  psy  f)(  pt*r  cent.  Hpoaking  from 
a  somewhat  1  iti%  experience,  P^^'j 
of  my  own,  and  partly  of  thoM»  who 
haTe  gone  before  mo  in  the  man* 
agoment  of  laodi**!  prop<*rty,  I  know 
very  well  what  difRculties  were  exp^ 
riencrd  when  tho  loan  of  Xi.(H>o,04N) 
#!orliDg  was  jH«rmitted  Ui  be  spent  on 
laml  by  Sir  Uol»ert  Peel.  Instead  of 
hanog  the  Isnd  Wfll  drained,  it  was 
▼ery  badly  drained.  Although  th<»re 
wf>r««  tturemment  Inspectors,  it  wss 
found  that  many  of  the  inspectors  were 
Terr  ignorant,  and  the  work  was  done 
•J  badly  that  it  had  to  be  done  oTer 
again  at  the  expense  of  the  priTate  pro* 
prietora,  while  the  intarest  aadad  largaly 
to  the  bordaoa  upon  property.  Tbeo, 
again,  man  were  tnducad  to  do  far  mora 
tayishlj  what  might  hara  bean  dooe 
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couraging  ecinomr,  extravagance  was 
the  order  of  the  day,  not  only  in  rc^gard 
to  draining,  but  in  other  matters  aa 
well.  If  a  landed  pr<»pn<»tor  can  in* 
duce  p4«rsons  to  take  his  land  who  can 
make  a  living  out  of  it,  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  lioding  6)  per  cent  in* 
terest ;  but  when  the  landed  proprietor 
has  to  do  all  tho  impnirements  himfM*lf, 
and  cannot  charge  one  farthing  for  in* 
teri*st  on  the  capital  eip««nded,  it  would 
be  madne%4  to  go  to  th«f  GoTemment 
and  say — *'  I  will  giro  you  6J  per  cent 
if  you  will  advance  a  certain  sum.*'  I 
would  appeal  to  tho  House  generally 
whether  that  is  not  the  caso  at  tho 
present  time?  A  landlord  has  to 
carry  out  many  improvements ;  and 
if  he  spends  thousands  of  pounds 
up<m  his  land,  what  does  he  get  in 
return?  lie  may  know  that  his  land 
is  in  go<Ki  order,  and  well  oultivatad, 
and  that  the  tenants  are  doing  their 
utmost  to  keep  up  in  these  bad  times, 
and  steal  a  msroh,  if  possible,  upon 
them ;  but  the  struggle  is  neverthelesa 
a  hard  one,  and  many,  alas,  ara  failing 
in  th(»ir  attempt  to  do  this.  Then  there 
IS  another  matter  which  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of.  It  is  said  that  the  landed  pro* 
phetora  are  driving  many  of  the  cot* 
tagers  into  the  towns,  and  the  oon«o* 
i|Uonee  is  that  lalMiur  is  leaving  the 
country.  One  reamm  is  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  land  of  the  country  is  now 
so  well  drained  and  so  well  cultivated 
that  there  is  no  emplnymsnt  to  be  found 
such  aa  was  t'>  be  found  a  shoK  time 
airo,  not  only  with  regsnl  to  drainers, 
but  even  with  regsrd  to  the  more  iutel* 
ligent  of  the  Iab4iuring  men.  That  being 
so.  there  is  no  doubt  a  di«iiM>Mtiott  on  the 
part  of  the  fanning  population  to  ^rather 
tog«»ther  in  the  towns  rather  than  isolate 
themselves  in  the  country.  It  is,  there* 
fore,  not  worth  a  bile  for  the  landed  pro* 
pri««t(»r  to  sp«*od  large  sums  of  money, 
rsnging  from  £150  to  £'iOO,  in  building 
cottages,  in  order  that  he  may  have  the 
satisfsc  ttou  of  saying*—**  I  have  got  s) 
many  morecittagee  on  my  estate  than  I 
formerly  had.*'  It  is  a  great  satisfaction 
to  know  that  his  eottagea  are  in  good 
order  and  repair;  and  that  is  all  the 
landed  proprietor  can  reasonably  be  ex* 
I»ect4«d  to  do  at  the  present  time.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  question  will  eome 
up  again  in  the  Bill  whieh  is  proposed 
to  be  laid  npon  tha  Table  before  long ; 
"  it  will  eaftaialy  aorpiisa  ma  if  ika 
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Local  Oovemment  Board  are  not  pre- 
pared to  make  advances  on  the  part  of 
the  GK>?ernment  to  assist  those  landlords 
who  are  anxious  to  give  good  cottage 
accommodation.    For  the  reasons  I  have 
stated,  I  cannot  support  the  Amend- 
ment ;   and  I  certainly  do  not  suppose 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  who  moved  it  will» 
although  not  coinciding  with  the  views 
which  I  have  expressed,  divide  the  House. 
Captain  VERNEY  :  I  rise  to  answer 
the  challenge  of  the  hon.  Member  the 
Seconder    of     the    Amendment    (Mr. 
McCulloch),  who  assured  us  that  there 
was   no  landlord  to  be  found  in  this 
House  who  would  oppose  the  Bosolution. 
Now,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  am  a  land- 
lord, and  I  oppose  it  with  all  my  heart 
and    soul.      I    consider    that    nothing 
could  be  more  disastrous  than  to  adopt 
this    system  of  outdoor  relief  by  the 
way  of  loan  for  the  advantage  of  landed 
proprietors.    I  think  that  the  suggestion 
made  to  us  to-night  is  one  which  belongs 
to  a  bygone  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
days  when  Members  were  returned  by 
the    landlords,   and  when    the   people 
had  no  voice  in  controlling  affairs.    We 
all  admit  the  evil  of  which  complaint  is 
made.     It  is  quite  true  that  the  land- 
owners are,  to  a  great  extent,  a  poor, 
miserable,  and  wretched  class,  and  many 
of  those  who  drive  about  in  their  car- 
riages   have   not  a  sixpence   to  bless 
themselves  with.      I  do  not  know  any 
class  of  the  community,  taken  as  a  class, 
who  live  a  more  improvident  life  than 
the  average  landowner.    In  tho  various 
professions  and  businesses  of  life  some- 
thing is  usually  done  for  posterity;  some 
S revision  is  made  for  widows ;  some  self- 
enial  is  exercised,  and  something,  how- 
ever small,  is  put  by  for  successors.  But 
in  the  case  of  the  landed  proprietor  he 
never  saves  a  penny ;  he  habitually  pro- 
vides for  his  widow  and  younger  chil- 
dren by  further  burdening  his  property ; 
he  lives  up  to  his  income ;  and  when  any 
work  is  to  be  done  on  the  estate  he 
cannot  find  the  money  to  do  it  with,  and 
in    times    of   depression  he   is  sorely 
pressed.  I  cannot  forget  that  an  Act  was 

Eassed  by  a  Tory  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
kte  Lord  Cairns,  to  relieve  the  landed 
proprietor  in  the  hour  of  his  necessity ; 
and  it  is  by  availing  himself  of  this  Act, 
and  not  by  further  burdening  his  pro- 
perty,  that  he  must  seek  relief  He  has 
possession  of  the  plate  and  pictures  which 
Kare  been  400  or  600  years  in  the  family, 

Mr.  Mark  SUwart 


and  these  he  can  dispose  of.  Per- 
haps he  would  not  be  in  so  unfortunate 
a  position  if  he  had  not  the  electioneer- 
ing bills  of  the  last  century  to  pay.  I 
could  quote  more  than  one  instance  in 
which  those  debts  have  not  yet  been  paid , 
but  where  they  remain  to  this  day  as 
a  charge  on  the  estate.  If  an  embar- 
rassed landowner  really  wants  to  do  his 
duty  to  the  estate  let  him  sell  one-half 
of  it,  and  let  some  self-made  man  with 
ample  capital  buy  up  the  other  portion, 
found  a  new  family,  and  do  his  duty  to 
the  country  more  in  accordance  with  the 
tone  and  feeling  of  the  1 9th  century.  8o 
far  as  ,the  old  historic  families  are  con- 
cerned, they  would  be  able  in  that  case 
to  do  their  duty  on  that  smaller  pcale  to 
which  they  have  been  so  justly  and 
righteously  reduced  by  their  own  want 
of  thrift  and  foresight. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHUROHILI. : 
The  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Captain 
Yemey)  who  has  just  sat  down,  com- 
bined with  those  which  fell  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  ^^il- 
liam  Haroourt),  induce  me  to  ask  tho 
House  to  allow  me  to  offer  one  or  two 
remarks  which  possibly  did  not  occur  1 1 
those  hon.  Members  before  they  ad- 
dressed the  House.  The  last  speaker, 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  is  a  great 
friend  of  the  agricultural  interest.  He 
was  returned  to  Parliament  by  a  portion 
of  a  very  important  county,  and  he  came 
into  Parliament  as  one  whose  consti- 
tuents were  fully  assured  that  he  would 
confer,  if  he  could,  great  benefits  upon 
the  agricultural  interest  as  a  whole. 
Now,  iSir,  I  see  sitting  opposite  to  me 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr. 
Jesse  Ceilings),  who  is  also  a  friend 
of  the  agricultural  interest  as  a 
whole,  and  who  wishes  to  restore 
the  prosperity  of  the  land  in  England. 
I  wish,  therefore,  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  ;,Mr. 
Jesse  CoUings)  to,  and,  indeed,  I  will  in- 
vite him,  if  possible,  to  make  some 
remarks  on  this  subject  as  it  now  pre- 
sents itself  to  the  House  of  Common  i*. 
It  is  proposed  to  g^'ve  to  landlords  facili- 
ties for  the  development  of  their  land 
by  loans.  How  did  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  describe  it  ?  Ue 
said  it  was  a  gigantic  project  of  out- 
door relief.  Yet  the  hon.  Member  who 
said  that  supported  the  hon.  Member 
for    Ipswich   on   the    Amendment   to 
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tho  AddrPM  whioh  d««liOT«d  the  laU 
Uovomm^ot,  ibAt  AmonaniMil  being 
iit>thing  more  nor  h»ia  than  a  gigantic 
proposal  of  oatdtMir  relief  hy  war  of 
loans  to  a  ela«ft.  I  am  not  finding  fault 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipewtrh,  but 
I  am  fiodiDg  fault  with  tho  iuconnistency 
of  the  hon.  ami  gallant  Member  for 
Buckingham  Capuin  Vemej\  who 
pc>M*f  aa  a  great  friend  of  the  landed 
intereei,  and  who  Totod  with  the  hon. 
MembiT  fur  Ipewirh.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Meml>er  deAcribod  the  landlords 
as  Tory  poor,  nieerable,  and  impoyer- 
i<«hed  persons.  [L0m^k^H',^  The  Pro- 
siilent  of  the  lk>ani  of  Trade  Mr. 
Mundfl*lla;  laughn.  That  was  pn^c^isely 
the  d<*srription  which  was  given  of  the 
Sirricuhural  UlM>urer  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
\*'T  for  Ip«wich  (Mr.  JeMo  ( Villi ngs). 
Mr.  JifkHK  (Nilukiia:  No.]  I  knew 
tliitt  I  should  carry  the  hon.  MemlM<r 
mith  me.  But  obM>r?<»  the  ineonsistoncy 
of  the  h4>n.  and  gallant  Meml>er  for 
Ituckingham.  1I<«  supports  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  tn  adranring  State 
l«»aas  at  a  very  low  rate  of  interest — 3 
or  3}  p4*r  cent,  I  bt^liere^to  this  very 
pfMir,  miserable,  and  impoTerished  class 
of  agricultaral  labonrers ;  but  he  utterly 
dtH  lines  —  and,  indeed,  denooicea  ae 
ll.if^tious — the  proposal  to  grant  loans 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest  to  an  eqaally 
t»o4>r,  mi«erabli»,  and  imporerished  class, 
what  further  manrellous  anal(»gy  did 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  draw  be- 
tw«««n  the  two  clasiies,  and  on  bi^half  of 
the  Party  whose  inten*et«  he  rame  into 
Parliament  to  serre  ?  Ho  said  thai  the 
landlords  lead  imprurident  lires.  and 
that  IB  exactlf  what  waa  said  of  the 
labourer  in  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Mf»mlH*r  for  Ipswich.  He  has  always 
said  that  the  cirrumstanees  of  tho  agri« 
<iiltural  labottn*r*s  lif««  are  so  inditferent 
and  so  unttatiftfsetorT  that  they  have  no 
stimulu*  to  thrift.  Now,  whv  u  it  more 
dosirable  thst  facilitios  should  be  giren 
hj  the  constituted  authorities  to  asaist 
the  one  class,  and  that  they  should  t>e 
refused  to  the  other,  when  it  is  said 
that  each  has  equally  spent  the  money 
which  ought  to  haT<>  made  him  comfort- 
able in  his  old  age  ?  According  to  thn 
ht>o.  Momb<*r,  eiartlr  the  same  thing 
appH«<e  to  the  landlord  as  to  tho  agricul- 
tural  labourer.  Then  what  is  the  moan- 
ing of  the  It<-«iilQt  ion  of  the  hon.  Member 
fur  the  lichtiold  IHeisiooof  StaiTurdsbiro 
(Sir  John  Bwiabunie^  which  saya** 
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I  ««Thsl  U  is  dMiiabIs  thsl  noes  sxtsaded 
I  fftcilitifs  ihooU  be  ipTvo  hr  IcfisUtioo  lo 
own«ri  of  lasd  to  tniprt>T«  taeir  MtstM  hjr 
\  niMns  of  monryt  b^irawrd  on  TerminsbU  An- 
I  noitirs  from  th«  H(At4«.** 

I  Whr  is  it  more  desirable  that  mora  ez- 
:  tended  facilities  should  be  giren  *'  by 
logislation  to  ownera  of  land  to  imprtire 
their  estate*  by  monna  of  money  bor* 
rowed  from  the  State  on  Terminable 
Annuities  ?  "  Why  should  tho  owner 
of  a  largo  amount  of  land  hare  I<mm 
facilitiM  than  the  owner  of  a  small 
amount  ?  Tho  hon.  Baronet  who  moved 
the  Amendment  is  an  authority  on  tho 
Land  Question ;  but  will  he,  or  will  any 
intelligtmt  man  explain  to  the  House 
why  a  person  holding  100  acres  of  land 
should  hare  loss  uxtended  facilitios 
affurded  to  him  by  way  of  loans  on 
Terminable  Annuities  for  the  improve- 
ment of  his  estate  than  a  person  holding 
only  three  acrt«s?  I  invite  tho  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  to  explain  why 
extensive  facilities  for  borrowing  money 
should  be  given  to  tho  person  who  owna 
three  acres,  and  not  to  tho  person  who 
owns  100  acres.  I  ask  tho  Houae  to 
obs4*rve  tite  policy  of  the  great  liberal 
Partv  thia  evening  on  the  I^d  Question 
in  hngland,  on  which  wo  are  lad  to 
believe,  from  an  authorixed  person,  tho 
Government  are  prepared  to  submit  to 
Parliament  a  distinct  and  intelligible 
policy.  We  have  the  hon.  Member  for 
tho  Lichfield  Division  of  Staffordshire 
getting  up  and  propoaing  that  extenaivo 
facilities  ahould  be  given  by  legislation 
to  the  ownera  of  land  to  improve  their 
estates.  That  has  been  denounced  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche<|uer,  and  I 
never  heard  a  more  oontamptuoua  way 
of  treating  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich.  Why  doaa  tho 
( Chancellor  of  the  Kxcheouor  denounce 
the  present  proposal,  and  why  did  ho 
suppirt  tho  pn>posal  of  tho  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  that  owners  of  land  on  a 
small  scale  should  have  extonsivo  tarili- 
Ues? 

Sir  WILUAM  HARCOUnT:  I 
naid  tho  landownors  did  n<»t  want  it. 

Uao  ILVNIK)LPH  CHUIiCHILL: 
Oh !  The  right  hon.  Gootleman  haa 
made  a  tremendotis  aasumption,  and  one 
which  haa  boon  alti»gether  s«*t  aside  by 
re«>ont  land  legislation.  It  is  stated  tliat 
the  State  can  only  advance  money  to 
theae  poor,  misarable,  and  wretched 
pataooa  who  hava  led  such  an  tmprovi* 


H83 


Tenants  of  OUU 


(OOMMOira} 


Land*  {Irelani).        1464 


the  abBence  of  any  landlord  to  abase ; 
and  I  can  quite  understand  that  the 
absence  of  any  landlord  whom  they  can 
denounce  must  lessen,  in  the  eyes  of 
hon.  Gentlemen,  the  interest  and  excite- 
ment which  naturally  attach  to  the  land 
agitation.     I  am  glad  that  we  who  re< 
present  Ulster  constituencies  are  in  per- 
fect accord  with  hon.  Members  who  sit 
below  the  Gangway.  [Mr.  W.  O'Bbien  : 
Who  did  represent  Ulster  constituen- 
cies.]    Several  suggestions  haye  been 
made  in  this  matter ;  and  I  should  like, 
if  I  shall  not  be  out  of  Order — I  am  very 
ignorant  of  the  usages  of  the  House, 
and  I  find  it  most  difficult  to  obtain  re- 
liable information  from  the  older  hon. 
Members — to  make   a  suggestion,  be- 
cause I  haye  had  the  opportunity  of 
conyersing  with  many  of  the  glebe  pur- 
chasers of  Ireland,  and  I  think  I  am 
tolerably  conversant  with  their  views  on 
this  subject,  and  with  the  remedies  which 
BUggost  themselves  to  their  minds.    In 
many  cases  the  rents  were  considerably 
over  Griffith's  valuation ;  and  I  have 
reason  to  know  that  it  would  meet  with 
the  views  of  the  glebe  purchasers  in 
Ireland  if  the  amount  of  the  rent  which 
was  in  excess,  multiplied  by  the  number 
of  years'  purchase  given,  were  deducted 
from  the  instalments  still  due.    One  of 
the  undoubted  hardships  is  not  so  much 
the  number  of  years'  purchase,  or  the 
exorbitant  rents  on  the  basis  of  which 
the  sale  was  conducted,  but  the  fact  that 
they  were  forced,  in  order  to  lay  down 
the  amount  of  purchase-money  required, 
to  resort  to  usurers  and  borrow  money 
at  great  interest.    I  believe  I  am  right 
in  stating  that  the  Church  Temporalities 
Gommissioners   had    power    to    invest 
money  in  cases  where  the  entire  amount 
of  the  purchase-money  was  under  £100. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  un- 
fortunate tenants  whose  purchase-money 
was  under  £100  were  —  because  they 
were  required  to  pay  one-half  down — 
forced  to  go  to  usurers,  and  by  these 
men  were  persuaded  that  it  would  be  to 
their  advantage  to  borrow  the  whole  of 
the  money.    A  reference  to  the  Betums 
will  show  that  this  was  done  in  many 
cases;   you  will  find  that  in  instances 
where  the  amount  of  the  purchase-money 
was  under  £100  the  whole  sum  was  paid 
down.     I  think  it  would  be  only  fair 
that  the  amount  of  money  that  the  pur- 
cthasers  wer«  compelled  to  pay  should 
now  be  advanoed  to  the  men  by  the 
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State  at  the  same  rate  of  interest  and  on 
the  same  conditions  as  if  they  had  been 
purchasers  under  the  Act  of  1885.  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  longer.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  give  this 
matter  its  most  earnest  consideration, 
and  that  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  and  hon.  Gentlemen  repre- 
senting similar  views  to  myself  will 
long  continue  to  be  in  the  same  aeoord 
we  are  in  on  this  matter. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  ton  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Jomr  Morlet):  I  think 
the  noble  Lord  ^Lord  Ernest  Hamilton) 
has  scarcely,  in  all  his  remarks,  kept  up 
the  tone  of  sincere  desire  to  be  in  accord 
with  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gang- 
way ;  and  he  certainly  is  in  error  in  sup- 
Eosing  that  he  and  those  who  sit  near 
im  have  only  the  right  to  speak  for 
Ulster. 

LoBD  ERNEST  HAMILTON:  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
misunderstood  me.  I  do  not  think  I 
said  anything  of  the  sort.  I  did  not 
say  we  were  the  only  Members  who  had 
a  right  to  represent  Ulster.  If  I  did 
not  say  so  in  so  many  words,  I  meant  to 
convey  that  I  was  a  Member  of  the  Party 
which,  I  believe,  goes  by  the  name  of 
the  Ulster  Party. 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY:  I  do  not 
think  that  hon.  Members  sitting  opposite 
me  can  any  longer  claim  to  be  the  Re- 

fresentatives  of  the  Ulster  Party.  But 
will  not  pursue  the  point ;  it  is  not  an 
important  one.  Well,  Sir,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  and  is  not  denied  in  any  part  of 
the  House,  that  the  case  of  the  glebe 
purchasers  in  Ireland  is  a  very  hard  one. 
These  purchasers  paid  prices  which,  un- 
doubtedly, they  would  not  have  paid  if 
they  could  have  foreseen  the  legislation 
which  took  place  in  1880  or  1881 ;  still 
less  if  they  could  have  foreseen  the 
enormous  change  that  has  since  come 
over  the  economic  condition  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  Ireland.  It  is  clear  they 
entered  into  bargains  which  have  turned 
out  bad  and  unprofitable.  Considering 
how  much  has  been  done  to  relieve  Irish 
tenants  of  all  kinds,  it  does  seem  hard 
that  these  men,  who  showed  themselves 
provident,  self-denying,  and  wisely  de- 
sirous to  secure  their  holdings,  should 
be  sufibring  hsHship  for  what  was,  in 
fact,  no  fault  of  their  own.  On  that  I 
think  we  are  all  agreed.  The  only 
difficulty  Is  how  are  we  to  give  them 
relief  P     The  hon.  Member  for  Senth 
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T>rono  (Mr  W.  (yBrien)  hM  raiTRMt^d 
a  l^rant  from  the  Chnrch  Surplus.  I 
n'n  not  T«rj  willing,  at  the  fint  |HAnri«, 
ti>  fall  in  with  that  p^>po•al,  though  it 
i«  not  an  inaquitahle  one  in  ittelf,  bo- 
rittto  I  think  there  aro  other  purponee 
in  (Nmtemplation  for  which  the  Phurch 
Surplus  may  bo  useful.  The  eagirc^tion 
of  the  noblo  Lord  (Ix>rd  Kmeet  llamil- 
t  »n^  it  alto  open  to  a  great  deal  of 
rrtticism,  with  whieh  I  will  not  now 
trouble  the  Honee.  I  will  onlj  promise 
the  Hott44«  that,  in  that  reconei<if*rati<>n 
of  the  whole  Ijand  Qupttion  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter {Mr,  (}lad«itone)  has  announced  at 
one  of  the  three  objects  of  the  Irish 
policy  of  tho  Qovemment,  tho  ca^e  of 
the  globe  purchasers  shall  not,  if  wo  can 
help  it,  be  orerlooked.  lij  hon.  Friend 
the  S.*creUrj  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fuwier)  has  stated  clearly  enough  how 
the  matter  stands  financially;  and  I 
think  he  has  pointed  out  one  direction 
in  which  some  relief  may  be  granted. 
I  mean  a  relaxation  of  the  sub-soo- 
tion  of  the  Act— the  23rd  section  of 
the  Purchase  Art — which  insists  upon 
ths  |fea}nient  of  all  instalments  in  arr<*ar 
bof  orv  any  adTantage  c»an  be  taken  of  that 
•ection.  I  think,  without  further  con* 
»iilf*ration,  I  can  hold  out  hopoe  of  being 
able  to  relax  that  section  ;  but  whether 
tbat  can  bi*  done  befure  measuree  of 
largfr  sc«i)>e  are  brought  b«'fore  th«> 
Legi«latur«v  I  rather  d«>'if»t.  I  should 
■»ay  it  is  harJIy  worth  vhilo  raiding  a 
minute  p4»int  of  that  kind  whon  larger 
tneaaar«»«  are  in  contemplation.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  will  only  re- 
peat that  we  shall  not  l<**e  sight  ot  the 
ttiti>r<*4ts  bn»ught  before  us  by  tho  bun. 
M«»mber  for  South  Tyrone  ,Mr.  W. 
0*Brien  ;  tlioy  will  take  their  place 
amongst  all  the  other  points  of  the  Land 
liuestioQ  which  are  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
luonL 

Ma.  M.  J.  KFLNNY :  I  would  nmiud 
the  right  hoB. Gentleman  the(*hief  Sf^re- 
tary  for  Ireland  ',Mr.  Jcihn  Morley^  that 
when  the  lateGoTemm<*Dt  intrtMluc«il  the 
Dill,  now  I»rd  .^hlMiurne's  Aft.  tho  <«in- 
dition  of  the  purehasors  of  the  |tl«»be  land 
was  brought  before  them,  and  the  lata 
Chancellor  of  the  Kiehe<|tter  Sir  Michael 
Hicks- Beach*  distinctly  declined  to  adopt 
the  suggestions  thru  made.  At  that 
time  I  was  not  an  Ulster  Member,  and  I 
vna  ttol  nwm  of  the  estreBe  hnrdahtp 


under  whieh  the  glel>e  purohaaert  in 
UlsUr  iabonred.  Within  the  laat  two 
or  three  months,  howcTcr,  I  have  heard 
many  stent's  fVom  gK*be  pnrebaaera  in 
my  own  constituency  of  extreme  hard« 
ship.  In  all  cases  tho  men  have  giTcn 
me  their  names  and  addrssass,  and  they 
have  informed  me  that  they  hare  paid 
as  much  as  35  years*  purchase  for  Uietr 
holding*,  and  on  rente  which  were 
double  those  in  (}rifflth*s  Taluation.  I 
calculate  that,  at  that  rate,  they  paid  at 
least  three  times  mt»re  than  their  farma 
are  worth,  evim  making  allowance  for 
the  hi^h  prices  of  farm  produce  which 
prerailed  10  or  15  vears  ago,  when  tho 
purchases  were  made.  I  trust  the  right 
noo.  (Gentleman  will  also  bear  in  mind 
that  the  arrears  of  £55,000  which  now 
exist  have  nearly  all  acemed  within  the 
last  three  or  four  or  five  years.  Whon 
the  Bessborottgh  Committee  was  taking 
evidence  in  1S80,  the  arrears  only 
amounted  to  a  little  over  £5.(H)0,  and 
it  is  owing  to  the  extreme  hardships 
and  the  extraordinary  agricultural  de- 
pression of  tho  last  fire  years  that 
tht^M)  men  have  bc^en  forced  to  fall 
into  further  arrear.  Now,  it  ia  but  n*a- 
sonable  that  the  |;l#»be  punhaeers,  who 
had  not  tho  adrantago  of  the  Land 
Act,  who  had  not  the  advantage  of  the 
Arrears  Act,  which  greatly  benelit«»d  thn 
tonants  of  Ireland,  should  hare  the  ad- 
vantage of  I/>nl  Afthlioume*s  Ait,  and 
that  they  should  at  lesftt  have  loans  for 
the  purp<iee  of  paying  off  the  money 
they  havo  had  to  borrow  from  uaurors  at 
an  exorbitant  rate  of  interest,  loans 
similar  to  those  which  are  advanced  at 
the  pr<»»ent  time  to  p<*rsons  who  are 
willing  to  purchase  under  the  Act  of 
Isst  year.  That  will  go  a  long  wav 
towards  solving  the  difficulty  in  which 
theee  men  are  placed.  I  wish  the  Go- 
vernment could  see  its  way  to  wipo  out 
the  arreara  of  £3.^.000  alti»g(*ther,  with- 
out calling  on  the  ( *hurch  6ur|)lu s,  w  hit  h 
is  n*ally  call«»«l  upon  for  ever}  thing  4«f 
this  kind.  And  when  advaacco  are 
made  out  of  the  <^hurch  Surplus,  a  great 
many  |Mople  in  Kogland  think  they  ato 
paying  the  debta  of  the  ln*h  iM-«ipIe, 
whereas  those  debts  are  paid  out  of 
money  whieh  belongs  to  the  Irish 
pt<upl«*,  and  to  the  Iiish  people  alono.  I 
:  trust  that  the  Government  will  s«o  ita 
'  way  to  move  at  once  m  this  matter.  If 
they  find  that  thia  qoeation  ia  bain| 
approftchad  ia  n  manner  whiab  will  lead 
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to  itsspeedy  8oIution,ihe  glebe  pnrohasera 
in  Ulster  will  very  readily  perceive  the 
effect  of  XJiBter  having  become,  within 
^he  last  three  or  four  months,  as  far  as 
this  House  is  concerned,  more  than  half- 
Nationalist,  thoagh  at  heart  it  has  been 
more  than  half-Nationalist  for  many  along 
year.    It  is  very  desirable  that  a  com- 

Srehensive  treatment  of  the  whole  Land 
iuestion  should  come  before  the  House 
within  the  next  two  or  three  months. 
I  belieye  that  some  relief  of  the  glebe 
purchasers  in  Ulster  might  be  included 
in  the  great  scheme  of  land  reform ;  but 
if  it  is  not  intended  that  the  Land  Ques- 
tion shall  be  dealt  with  this  Session,  I 
think  it  would  be  advisable  for  the 
Government  to  frame  a  measure  dealing 
exclusively  with  the  glebe  purchasers. 

Motion,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Ohair,"  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Committee  upon  Monday  next. 

BPOBTIKG  LAKBS  RATING  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL. 

(/>r.  C^mtron^  Mmrqu$u  of  Stafford^  Mr,  Friuer 
Muckintothf  Dr,  Fmrquhanon,) 

[bill  86.]       BEOOIO)  BBADIire. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Db.  CAMEBON  :  At  this  hour  of  the 
night  I  will  do  no  more  than  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  Its  object 
is  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  which 
reported  in  1874,  which  recommen- 
dations have  been  endorsed  by  the 
Crofters'  Commission  to  the  effect  that 
sporting  lands  and  deer  forests  in  the 
occupation  of  persons  should  be  rated  in 
the  same  way  as  land  in  the  occupation 
of  ordinary  tenants.  The  measure  has 
the  sanction  of  the  principal  Officers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Oovernment,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {JDr,  Cameron.) 

The  LOBD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  :  On  the  part  of  the  Oovern- 
ment I  assent  to  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill.  It  seems  quite  right  in  prin- 
ciple, although  no  doubt  there  wiU  be 
oertatn  questions  to  be  adjusted  in  Com- 
mittee in  order  to  make  it  dear. 

Mb.  J.  P.  B.  BOBERTSON  :  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  oonour  with  the  right  hon. 

J6*.  M.  J.  K$nny 


and  learned  Gentleman  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate. The  measure  is  founded  on  a  just 
view  of  the  propriety  of  the  Valuation 
Boll  setting  forth  one  of  the  qualities 
of  values  of  land  in  Scotland,  and  that 
is  its  capacity  for  sporting  purposes. 
The  mode  in  which  the  entry  should  be 
made  in  the  Valuation  Boll  is  a  matter 
of  detail,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  will  give  such  guidance 
and  advice  as  will  put  the  matter  in  the 
best  possible  shape.  I  desire  to  say  for 
myself  that  it  is  wholly  right  that  now, 
when  the  sporting  value  of  land  is  a 
very  material  element  in  the  actual 
value,  as  a  matter  of  commerce,  of  land 
in  Scotland,  that  that  should  appear  in 

a  question  of  rating^ 

Sib  DONALD  CX7BBIE:  I  must 
express  my  strong  approval  of  the  mea- 
sure. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 

MOTIONS. 

DBAIKAOB    AHD    IMFBOVBMBirr   07    iJklfBS 

(IBELAHD)  PBOVISIOirAL  OBDBB  BOX. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Leveson  Oower,  Bill  to 
confirm  a  Prorirional  Order,  nnder  "The 
Drains^  and  Improrament  of  Landi  (Ireland) 
Act,  1883,"  and  Uie  Acts  amending  the  nine, 
relating  to  the  Glaaheen  Kiver  Drainage  Dit* 
trict,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  writrtd  to  bo 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Leyeaon  Qower  and  Mr. 
John  Morley. 

VaifrutnUd^  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiH  119.] 


COFTHOLD  BfTBAKCmSBii  RWT 

duty]. 

CwMxd^nd  in  Committee. 


[stamp 


(In  the  Committer.) 

Seeoived,  That  it  ia  expedient  to  anthoriae  the 
payment  of  a  Stamp  Duty  on  any  Copy  of  Memo* 
randura  of  EnfnmchiMment,  of  the  atme  amount 
as  if  it  were  a  Deed  of  Conveyance,  which  may 
become  payable  under  the  proTiaioiia  of  any  Act 
of  the  preeent  Seenon  to  amend  the  Copyhold 
Acts. 

Reeolatioa  to  be  reported  upon  Memdm^  nest* 

COHFEHSATION  iX>B  DAHAOXi  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Seeretary  Childera,  BOi  to 
provide  for  the  najnment  of  Compeoaation  for 
Damage  done  auring  a  certain  Riot  in  the 
Metropolitan  District,  witrtd  to  be  bromrht  in 
by  Mr.  Seeretary  Childcft  and  Mr.  Broad- 
hunt. 

BOlprMMilMi;  end  nad  the  flzet  tbMb  [Bin  tM.] 
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MABmxAOBs  >rnDrPA!rn  or  BmitrmAmfl 

BILL. 

Ob  Motion  of  Sir  Riduud  W«Ut«r.  Dill  to 
amend  the  Law  raapoctsof  tb«  atttodaAca  of 
Raipatafa  at  Kooaoofomitl  Uarrianaa,  prdtr^ 
to  ba  brMMThi  IB  by  Sir  RiehanI  Webatar,  Sir 
Riahard  CVaaa,  ICr.  Stuari^Woriia/,  ao4  Mr 
BagfaUa/. 

raad  tha  aiat  tima.  [Bill  1)1.] 

a4iottm<4  ai  a  qnuiar  altar 
Om  o'clock  taU  Mooda/  naxt. 


H 


U0U8B    OF     LORDS, 
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li).  Lottary  Ml). 
rf-FTMhwatar  Fiabaciaa  (Eala)  •  .i;i). 


8«f«nl  Loida^Took  Um  Oalh. 

LUNACY  ACrs  AMENDMENT  BILL 

(no.  IS.)    nooiTD  RBADnro. 
Onlor  of  tho  Daj  for  the  Setond  Road* 

Tub  LORD  CnANCELIiOR  .'Lord 
IIubK-aBix),  in  moving  tlul  the  bill  be 
ni>w  remd  a  a«cond  time,  aald,  that  be 
should  not  detain  tlioir  Lonlahipa  at  anj 
grnat  laogth  on  thia  oivaatan,  becauae 
the  meaaure  in  ita  i*aa4»ntial  featurea  waa 
the  tame  aa  that  which  had  been  laid 
bafuro  their  Lordahtpa  laat  jear  bj  hia 
D4ible  and  learned  Predeoeaaor  in  Office 
(Lord  Ualabnrr..  Inaamuoh  aa  each 
alteraliona  which  had  been  made  in  the 
maaaure  of  laaljear  and  which  appeared 
in  the  maent  Bill  had  \»*^u  mado  hj 
hia  IVrdf^eaeor,  he  could  claim  no  merit 
whatever  in  introdnciog  thia  mcaaure 
except  thai  of  having  taken  up  the  work 
whicA  had  bi»i*n  done  bj  that  noble  and 
learned  Lurd.  It  waa  im|M)eaibU  to  ex* 
aggarata  the  importmnce  of  the  anbject 
with  which;  thia  UiU  nropoeed  to  deal, 
and  lew  would  deny  the  aeceeaitj  that 
esialad  lor  freah  legialatioo  with  regard 
to  it,  beoaoaa  the  oonvictioo  waa  increaa* 
ingia  the  public  mind  year  by  year  that 
OMer  the  ayieliiig  law  it  waa  far  loo 
aaay  to  ioaarearala  aa  a  loaalio  any  of 
Her  U^aaly'a  aubjeeU  aad  Ihai  Ihe 


aafeguarda  againat  impropar  tnoareera* 
lion  were  far  t4>o  few.  And  when  thoy 
reflccti«d  upon  the  wretched  condition  of 
tho$e  who  wore  improperly  incaroerati«d 
and  upon  their  torriole  aena<«  of  im* 
potence  to  ci>nti«nd  againat  the  wrong 
that  waa  being  done  that  muat^be  felt, 
and  upon  the  nnaery  in  which  a  man 
muat  five  who  being  in  poeeeaaion  of  kia 
aenaea  waa  condemned  to  dwell  among 
thoae  of  unaound  mind,  they  would  ivA 
that  no  offorta  ahould  be  apared  on  the 
part  of  the  I^gialatura  to  put  an  end  to 
a  law  und«*r  which  auch  aatato  of  thinga 
was  poaaible.  It  waa  a  peculiar  aatia- 
faction  to  him  to  have  Ihe  honour  of  in* 
troduetng  thia  meaaare,  inaamnch  aa  he 
had  been  a  If  ember  uf  the  Salect  Com- 
mittee of  the  Ilouae  of  Commona  upon 
whoae  Report  thia  Bill  waa  founded. 
Ever  aince  he  had  aat  upon  that  (Com- 
mittee he  had  never  caaaed  to  take  a 
deep  interest  in  this  subjoot.  Undor 
tha  preaent  law  it  waa  poaaible  for  an 
individual  totally  unconnected  with  the 
alleged  lunatao,  by  ttea  of  blood  or  oth<*r- 
wiae,  with  tha  aasi stance  of  two  medical 
men  to  prooura  tho  inearceration  of  an 
individual  for  an  indefinite  period  under 
the  pretence  that  he  waa  inaane.  Da 
must,  however,  say  that  he  did  not  W 
lieve  that  this  power  had  bean  very 
greatly  abused.  It  was  only  just  and 
right  that  he  should  say  so.  and  it  waa, 
in  the  highi*^t  degree,  to  the  credit,  the 
honour,  and  the  intelligi^nce  of  Ihe  great 
Medical  IVufeaaion  ti>  whom  such  large 
powera  had  bean  intrustod,  and  it  was 
also  to  the  credit  of  the  Commisaioners 
of  Lunacy,  wh«*  had  tho  control  and 
superintendence  of  the  working  of  the 
Lunacy  Acta,  that  tha  abuses  had  not 
bean  mater.  On  tha  other  hand,  it 
mtist  be  admitted  that  the  aafeguarda 
againat  improper  inoarcaration  were  not 
aU  that  could  be  dcaired.  It  waa  there- 
fore proposed  by  this  miHUure  that  a 
judicial  inveettgalion  should  bo  aa  a 
general  rule  an  easantial  preliminary  to 
Uie  incareeration  of  any  individual  aa  an 
allegcnl  lunatic.  It  waa  provided  that 
an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  mind  of  the 
alleged  lunatic  ahoold  ba  made  by  either 
a  County  Court  Judge,  a  Stipendiary 
Magiatrale,  or  a  Juatica  of  tho  Peace 
apecially  ohoaan  by  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Seasiona  for  the  duty.  It  waa  not  in- 
landed  that  this  invaaligation  ahould  ba 
a  parfoaalory  kind  of  thing,  and  lh«r#- 
fctt  it  waa  aol  pamiltad  to  aU  Jnalicaa 
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to  undertake  it.  The  desire  had  been 
to  mark  the  importance  of  the  investiga- 
tion. Again,  it  was  to  be  provided  that 
the  investigation  should  only  take  place 
upon  petition,  and  that  the  petition 
should  be  presented  by  a  relative  of  the 
alleged  lunatic,  or  if  by  any  other  per- 
son  some  explanation  should  be  given 
by  him  as  to  the  reasons  which  led  him 
to  take  that  step.  The  judicial  inquiry 
was  made  a  condition  to  the  incarcera- 
tion ;  and  every  precaution  had  been 
taken  to  make  that  inquiry  as  private  as 
possible  compatible  with  the  serious 
character  of  the  matter.  Provision  had 
also  been  made  for  dispensing  tem- 
porarily with  the  inquiry  in  cases  of  ex- 
treme urgency,  because  their  Lordships 
were  aware  that  in  cases  of  urgency  it 
was  impossible  to  wait  for  an  inquiry, 
and  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
lunatic  himself  and  of  his  relatives  that 
he  should  be  placed  in  confinement 
without  delay,  because  in  many  cases 
the  only  chance  of  cure  was  to  be  se- 
cured by  immediate  treatment  In  such 
cases  of  urgency  it  was  suggested  that 
the  lunatic  might,  upon  the  certificate 
of  a  medical  man,  be  detained  in  an 
asylum  for  a  period  of  seven  days  with- 
out investigation.  It  was,  however, 
provided  that  where  a  person  was  so 
confined  without  a  preliminary  inquiry, 
an  investigation  into  his  state  of  mind 
should  be  held  within  seven  days 
of  his  being  so  incarcerated,  and 
that  in  the  event  of  no  petition  being 
presented  by  his  relatives  within  that 
period  the  alleged  lunatic  should  be  at 
once  discharged.  He  thought  that  this 
provision  would  effectually  guard  against 
the  power  of  immediate  incarceration  in 
urgent  cases  being  abused.  Provision 
was  also  made  for  a  fresh  investigation 
into  the  state  of  mind  of  each  individual 
lunatic  at  the  end  of  every  three  years, 
and  unless  the  report  showed  that  further 
detention  was  necessary  the  person  de- 
tained should  be  released.  It  was  also 
proposed  that  all  letters  written  by  luna- 
tics to  officials  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Lunacy  Laws  were 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  superintendent 
of  the  asylum  to  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  addressed  without  having 
them  opened.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
object  of  snch  a  provision  was  to  enable 
every  person  under  incarceration  to  state 
his  gnevanoes.  An  alteration  was  made 
with  regard  to  the  law  relating  to  paoper 


lunatics,  who  were  not  to  be  confined  as 
hitherto  upon  the  certificate  of  a  clergy- 
man or  overseer ;  and  it  was  also  pro- 
vided that  no  person  not  actually  a 
pauper  should  be  sent  to  a  pauper  luna- 
tic asylum.  This  provision  had  been 
found  necessary  because  it  had  been 
discovered  that  many  persons  not 
actually  paupers  had  been  sent  to  pauper 
lunatic  asylums.  These  were  the  main 
safeguards  which  had  been  provided 
against  persons  being  improperly  incar- 
cerated as  lunatics  in  the  firvt  instance. 
But  it  was  equally  necessary  that  pre* 
cautions  should  be  taken  against  per- 
sons who  had  recovered  their  reason 
being  detained  in  conEnement.  Perhaps 
the  danger  was  greater  that  such  per- 
sons should  be  wrongly  detained  than 
that  they  should  be  improperly  incar- 
cerated in  the  first  instance.  He  oould 
give  an  illustration  drawn  from  tho 
evidence  taken  before  the  Select  Oom- 
mittee  to  which  he  had  referred  as  ex- 
hibiting what  he  meant  It  was  that 
the  public  officials  who  visited  those 
asylums  to  see  that  nobody  was  impro- 
perly detained  there  must  be  to  a  great 
extent  dependent  on  the  statementsmade 
to  them  by  the  medical  man  whoso 
asylum  was  visited.  One  of  the  ap- 
pointed Visitors  he  remembered  told  this 
story : — ^There  was  a  patient  confined  in 
an  asylum  whom  he  visited  on  several 
occasions,  and  as  far  as  possible  he  satis- 
fied himself  that  the  patient  was  com- 
pletely restored  to  sanity.  He  expressed 
that  opinion  mors  than  once  to  the 
keeper  of  the  asylum ;  but  be  replied^ 
'^  xes,  it  is  very  well  for  you  to  think 
so,  as  you  only  see  him  on  your  visits ; 
but  if  you  heard  the  language  he  uses 
at  night  when  he  thinks  he  is  not 
watched  you  would  see  that  his  mania 
exists— a  homicidal  mania  with  relation 
to  his  wife."  What  was  the  Visitor  to 
do  under  those  circumstances  ?  He  did 
not  take  on  himself  the  responsibility  in 
the  face  of  such  a  statement  of  ordering 
the  patient's  discharge.  What  would 
have  been  his  position  if  the  patient  bad 
returned  home  and  had  made  an  attack 
on  his  wife's  life  ?  It  was  impossiblo 
for  him,  having  no  evidence,  to  prove 
that  tho  statement  made  to  him  was  not 
true.  He,  however,  induced  the  friends 
of  the  patient  to  remove  him  to  another 
asylum,  and  he  asked  the  medioal  num 
of  tiiat  asvlum  to  have  him  watched  at 
night  without  the  patient  knowing  it» 
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to  M«  whoth«r  hU  laagtufpe  and  his  * 
uumia  oontinaed.  That  waji  dono ;  it , 
waa  foand  that  no  auch  lanfni*{r<^  w^ 
ii«^,  and  an  order  waa  made  lot  the ' 
patirnt*a  diachargo.  That,  a«  the  wit- 
ness told  the  Committee,  occurred  some 
years  before,  and  tbo  n^nult  was  hiffhij 
saiiffactory.  That  would  sen*e  to  unow 
how  impoeKtbU  it  was,  whateror  in<(j>Ae- 
tton  thoy  might  hare,  to  avoid  reljrinjc 
to  a  considorahle  extent  on  the  state- 
ments of  the  medical  man  whoso  asjlum 
it  waa.  lie  did  not  mean  to  sug^^t 
that  eren  in  the  case  to  which  ho  had 
alluded  it  nocessarilr  followed  that  the 
superintendent  waa  diufKised  to  keep  the 

Ktient  in  confinement  knowing  him  to 
sane.  Ho  might  hare  relied  on  the 
statmnenta  mado  to  him  bj  the  atten. 
danta  who  had  the  care  of  the  patient 
during  the  night.  The  truth  was  that, 
bowaTer  thej  might  fence  matters  round, 
ther  cottld  not  be  without  those  dangers 
if  thef  permitted  places  of  confinemont 
to  exist  where  persons  had  an  intercut 
in  detaining  the  patients  there.  He 
knew  It  was  said  that  thej  had  snfictent 
safeguard  in  the  fact  that  the  asjinm 
from  which  patients  were  oftenest  dis* 
charged  cured  would  obtain  the  be^t 
reputation,  and  patients  would  be  sent 
to  them.  In  regard  to  the  cure  of  cer- 
tain diseases,  that  would  no  doubt  proTe 
true  in  the  long  run.  But  he  was  afraid 
th^re  were  manj  ca^es  where  the  poci- 
aible  recurrence*  of  an  attack  might  make 
pM>pIi%  not  always  engt^r  to  send  pat  louts 
to  an  institution  where  they  would  most 
rapidly  recoTer ;  and  he  did  not  think 
they  had  the  aama  securitr  in  the  case 
of  lonacy  as  in  regard  to  other  maladi<»s. 
The  queatton  arose,  What  were  they  to 
do  in  reaped  to  licensi*d  houses  ?  One 
proposal,  a  most  sweeping  one,  would, 
of  course,  be  to  put  an  end  to  them  at 
onea ;  but  it  would,  he  thought,  b^^  im- 
|MiMible  and  unwise  to  adopt  it.  In  the 
first  plaee,  they  would  be  cutting  up 
existing  asylums  with  which  the  public 
wvre  r<mtrnted  without  proriding  sde- 
quate  substitutes,  and  the  public  mind 
would  hardly  be  prepared  for  such  a 
at«»p.    lie  knew  that  during  the  la«t  few 

rfs  there  waa  not  the  aame  prejudice 
the  Dublto  mind  against  pablldy 
managed  inatitutiona  aa  there  used  to 
be ;  but  ha  still  thought  the  public  ware 
not  prepared  to  put  an  and  to  all  priTate 
aaylama.  And,  than,  if  that  waa  done, 
th«y  vmU  ba  tmm  to  (bca  with  the 


auestion  of  compensation.  lie  did  not 
link  thoir  l4(>rd«hins  would  be  pre* 
pared,  though  it  mignt  be  tot  the  puVlie 
(T-vkI,  to  put  an  end  at  onc<*  by  a  (n>m* 
nulfiory  Art  to  undertakings  that  had 
been  carried  on  for  manr  jears  for  the 
pur|K)ftn  of  earning  a  liTelihood  without 
compensation.  Then,  would  it  be  fx* 
p^tdiont  to  put  an  end  to  them  at  a  fixrd 
date  ?  Again,  whaterer  date  they  fix^d, 
say^  10  years,  which  some  thought 
d**^irable,  the  same  auestion  of  oomfM^n* 
sati'm  would  arise,  tN)cause  they  would 
be  affecting  reated  interests.  Therefore 
the  Bill  provided  that  no  now  licence 
should  be  granted  to  any  person  to  keep 
a  licensed  house.  It  interfered  with  no 
existing  licence,  but  it  allowed  no  new 
person  to  obtain  a  licence ;  and  it  alao 
allowed  no  increaae  in  the  number  that 
could  be  kept  under  any  existing  licence. 
Therefore  they  would  have  a  gradual 
and  natural  cessation  of  licensed  lious4»s, 
and  ther  would  hare  an  interral  of  time 
in  which  to  substitute  by  authority  the 
other  daas  of  asyluou  contemnIatc<l  by 
the  Bill.  He  was  hapor  to  tnink  that 
proposal  had  substantially  the  approval 
of  tnat  very  high  authority  on  that  sub* 
j«<ct,  the  latv  liord  Shaft<<sbury.  Those 
were  the  main  provisions  of  the  measure, 
and  if  they  were  parsed  into  law  they 
would  provide  greater  aafrguards  than 
those  which  now  existed,  b<ith  against 
improper  detention  in  the  first  instance*, 
and  aliK>  against  unduly-prolonged  de- 
tention in  asylums.  He  believed  that 
if  their  I/>rdshipe  carri<<4l  out  the  reforma 
•oggssted  by  that  Bill  they  would  have 
taken  a  considerable  step  towarda  cor* 
racting  abuses  which,  to  some  extent, 
existed  under  the  present  system,  and 
would  have  done  aomething  to  put  the 
law  on  that  moat  delicate  and  diAoult 
subject  on  a  more  aatiafactoiy  footing 
than  tt  waa  at  preaent. 

JTerfi^,  *'That  the  Bill  be  now  read  T^ 

Tnx  Exat  or  SELBORNE  observiHl, 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolftack  had  verv  clearly  explained  tho 
provisions  of  a  Bill  that  was suottantially 
the  same  as  the  one  whii  h  he  had  him* 
self  tha  honour  of  introducing  laat  year, 
and  whieh  made  eonsiderablo  progress, 
but  waa  eventually  interrupted  by  politi* 
eal  eventa  to  which  ha  need  not  sllude. 
He  cordially  hoped  that  the  Bill  would 
Bol  only  paaa  thair  Lordahipa*  Honae 
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nvitfaout  any  material  alteration  of  its 
main  provisiona,  but  would  be  sent  down 
to  the  House  of  Commons  in  time  to 
have  a  chance  of  being  passed  there  also. 
This  important  matter  had  long  waited 
for  legislation.  It  had  been  very  carefully 
considered  both  by  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  some  time  ago  and 
by  their  Lordships  last  year,  and  also  by 
the  Lunacy  Commissioners  and  by  the 
portion  of  the  general  public  who  had 
given  attention  to  it.  It  was  a  most  diffi- 
cult question  undoubtedly ;  but  he  said 
with  great  confidence  that  the  clauses  of 
the  present  Bill  would  go  a  long  way  to 
do  that  which  was  possible — for,  of 
course,  there  was  much  that  was  not 
possible^for  the  correction  of  whatever 
abuses  did  exist  under  the  present  sys* 
tem,  to  aUay  the  reasonable  apprehen- 
sions of  the  public  mind,  and  to  do  that 
which  was  sufficient  to  protect  personal 
liberty,  while  at  the  same  time  securing 
that  the  necessary  care  was  taken  of  the 
unfortunate  class  of  persons  concerned. 
His  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  stated 
that  he  had  introduced  some  alterations 
into  the  Bill  of  last  year,  to  strengthen 
its  provisions  in  regard  to  the  gradual 
substitution  of  public  for  private  asy- 
lums. He  himself  had  been  sensible  of 
the  importance  of  attaining  that  object 
by  gradual  an<i  prudent  means  as  soon 
as  it  could  be  done,  and,  therefore,  he 
was  very  far  indeed  from  being  unfa- 
vourably disposed  towards  those  alte- 
rations.  If  he  himself  had  not  seen 
his  way  to  go  quite  so  far,  it  was  more, 
perhaps,  because  the  great  question  of 
compensation,  with  which  their  Lord- 
ships could  not  deal,  stood  in  the  way, 
than  from  a  want  of  desire  to  accomplish 
that  end.  He  would  only  express  his 
hope  that  their  Lordships  would  give  to 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  the  same 
kind  and  liberal  support  which  they  had 
given  to  himself  last  year. 

Lord  COLEHIDGE  said,  that,  having 
considered  this  subject  with  great  care, 
there  were  three  points  to  which  he  de- 
sired to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships. Two  of  those  points  were  noticed 
in  the  Bill ;  but  he  ventured  to  suggest 
to  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  that 
something  more  was  to  be  desired,  and 
the  other  point  did  not  appear  to  be 
noticed.  The  first  point  was  that  to 
which  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  had 
just  referred — namely,  the  extinction  by 
degxeee  of  all  private  aayloms.   He  had 
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been  of  opinion  since  he  had  gained  any 
experience  in  this  matter  that  it  was 
impossible  to.  efifect  a  real  and  satisfac- 
tory change  in  the  Lunacy  Law  as  long 
as  it  remained  possible — human  nature 
beiog  what  it  was — for  those  persons 
who  Kept  asylums  to  have  an  interest  in 
retaining  patients  who  were  placed  in 
their  charge.  He  regretted  to  say  that, 
both  as  a  counsel  at  the  Bar  and  since  he 
had  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  on  the 
Bench,  he  had  seen  cases  in  which  it 
was  manifest  that  persons  perfectly  unfit 
to  be  detained  in  a  lunatic  asylum  had 
been  detained  by  the  interest  and  bv  the 
representations,  certainly  coloured  by 
that  interest,  of  the  keepers  of  the  asy- 
lums where  the  patients  happened  to  be 
incarcerated.  He  had  stated  before,  and 
he  took  the  liberty  now  of  repeating  the 
statement — which  was,  of  oourse,  not  of 
universal  application  by  any  means — 
that,  for  some  reason  or  other,  to  be  the 
keeper  of  an  asylum  was  not  a  pursuit 
which  commended  itself  to  the  highest 
minds  in  the  Medical  Profession.  He 
believed  the  greatest  men  among  the 
Medical  Ftofession  would  ooncnr  with 
him  in  saying  that,  as  a  rule,  the  best 
men  among  them  did  not  take  to  this 
pursuit.  He  thought,  therefore,  no  one 
with  any  experience  at  all  could  doubt, 
regard  being  had  to  human  nature,  thai 
to  give  a  medical  man  an  interest  in  ro* 
taining  a  patient  was  to  subject  his 
moral  nature  to  a  strain  which  few  could 
bear.  He  was  not  much  moved  by  the 
answers  to  evidence  of  misconduct  in 
this  respect.  They  aU  knew  that  in  tho 
case  of  a  person  placed  in  any  of  those 
asylums  the  very  last  thing  which  such 
a  person  would  do  was  to  mention  the 
fact  of  his  incarceration.  Although  the 
speedy  cure  of  the  patient  was  the  surest 
advertisement  to  the  skill  of  the  practi- 
tioner, and  to  impelling  other  persons  to 
seek  similar  relief,  yet  that  state  of 
things  did  not  apply  in  the  case  of 
lunatic  asylums,  oecause  people  who 
had  been  detained  in  private  lunatic 
asylums  forgot  the  fact  as  soon  as  they 
could,  concealed  it  as  long  as  possible, 
and  mentioned  it  to  as  few  persons  as 
they  could.  The  fact  that  there  were 
speedy  cures  was  not  of  direct  personal 
advantage  to  the  medical  man  who 
effected  them  as  it  was  in  the  ordinary 
run  of  cases.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  so  far  as  this  Bill  went  somethinji 
would  be  done  to  prevent  the  multipli* 
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cttliott  of  thoM  aaylams.  WbM  it  wm 
Mid  thai  no  further  Ueeneot  w«ro  to 
!>•  gnmted  to  these  hooeee*  he  hoped 
it  wu  intended  to  proride  that  no  lur- 
ther  licencee  would  be  granted  to  anj 
fr(««h  periona,  bocauae  it  wae  obvious 
that  the  aeyluma  might  be  perpetuated 
in  other  hands.  In  reference  to  the 
second  point,  he  was  glad  to  see  that 
there  were  alterations  propofied  in  the 
Bill  regarding  the  present  state  of  the 
law  as  to  the  examination  of  patients, 
lie  remembered  a  case  in  which  the  late 
liord  Chancellor  was  eouosel,  and  he 
himself  .was  the  Judge.  Undoubtedlj 
the  person  who  had  been  the  subject  of 
the  incarceration  was  madp  and  was 
most  properlj  placed  in  confinement, 
and  ret,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  lM*on  d<«alt  with  and  the  prof^^ss 
need  toward n  him  being  so  outrageous, 
it  was  with  the  greatest  difficult/  that 
the  jury  wore  persuaded  to  do  justice  in 
this  particular  case  from  indignation  at 
the  state  of  the  law.  Ue  thought,  there* 
fore,  that  some  more  stringent  proTistons 
than  even  those  of  his  noble  and  learned 
Fri«md  might  with  advantaee  be  intro- 
duced in  tb<>  Bill.  Kspcciuly  was  this 
the  ease  with  respect  to  the  examination 
of  the  lunatic  when  it  was  conducted  by 
the  magiatratee.  It  should  always  b^ 
eonduoted  with  the  assistance  of  a  medi- 
cal man,  and  after  notice  to  the  lunatic 
himself  that  he  wss  to  be  aubject  to 
such  an  examination,  in  order  that  he 
might  b<»  given  an  opportunity  of  taking 
part  in  the  proceedings,  and  of  explain- 
ing, if  he  oottld  do  so,  the  ciroumstanc<*^ 
on  which  his  alleged  lunacy  was  fonnde<l. 
He  had  known  of  cases  where  persons 
had  been  examined  without  the  slightest 
idea  on  their  part  that  they  wore  being 
examined,  ana  without  the  slightest  ex- 
pectation on  their  part  that  their  im- 
frisonment  in  an  asylum  was  pending, 
ie  thought,  therefore,  that  when  the 
Bill  was  discussed  in  Committee  it  miff  ht 
be  amendt^l  in  some  respects  in  this 
direction.  So  far  as  he  could  see,  an- 
other useful  provistott  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Bill.  Aooording  to  the 
prsssnt  state  of  the  law,  the  person  who 
put  the  law  in  force  against  a  lunatic, 
bowerrr  lead/fif  he  might  act,  was  not 
protected.  Ho  could  not  help  thinking 
that  this  state  of  the  law,  in  many  in- 
stances, caused  grtHit  hardship,  the  per- 
aott  wo  acting,  if  it  was  foond  that  be 
wan  mtataken,  being  oltontimee  tabject 


to  actions  for  heary  damagea.  He  snb- 
mitted  to  their  liordships  that  some 
proTiaioa  protecting  the  person  who 
acted  in  a  lead  Ji49  manner  should  bo 
insert««d  in  the  measure. 

ToB  Eabl  or  MILLTOWN  said, 
he  must  express  his  satisfaction  at  hear* 
tng  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  speak  so  strongly  against 
licensed  prirato  asylums.  Ue  would 
hare  heard  with  greater  pleasure  the 
statement  that  tho  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  seen  his  way  to  at  once  sup- 
press those  institutions.  He  was  willing 
to  admit  that  the  reasons  adduced  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  for  adopting  a 
moderate  course  wen»  strong,  although 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  financial  diffi- 
culty might  be  met  by  issuing  bonds  or 
by  some  analogous  measure.  If  liceniied 
houses  wt«re  to  be  continued,  thoso  who 
kept  them  ought  to  bo  proper  and  quali- 
fied persons.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  most 
improi>er  persons  were  allowed  to  keep 
them.  Some  were  kept  by  dischargea 
coachmen  and  persons  of  that  class,  who 
had  no  medical  knowledge  whaterer. 
Many  houses  were  kept  purelr  in  the 
way  of  business  speculation,  and  that  in 
itMilf  was  Tery  undesirable.  Many  com- 
plainta  were  mmle  that  friends  and  soli* 
citors  could  not  obtain  access  to  patients. 
There  might  be  g«K>d  reaaona  why  a 
patient  should  not  In*  allowed  to  see  the 
order  for  hi*  incarcoration,  but  it  ought 
not  to  be  impoMible,  as  it  was  often 
found  to  bo,  for  friends  to  see  the  order, 
so  that  they  might  know  the  grounds  on 
which  it  had  bf^n  made.  Brutality  was 
ofton  practised,  and  yet  neither  the 
police  nor  the  public  c<mld  do  anything, 
as  the  order  of  incarceration  was  an  an* 
swer  to  all  interference.  It  ought  to  bo 
compulsory  on  the  CommiMioners  to  see 
a  patient  within  a  month  of  his  com- 
mittal. Thirty  per  cent  of  the  acute 
cases  were  c»ither  cured  or  proved  fatal 
within  three  montha;  and  if  a  patient 
mi^ht  bo  left  thn*e  months  witnont  a 
Tisxt,  it  was  obrious  that  maa^  patienta 
might  dio  without  erer  having  been 
seen  by  a  Commisnioner.  A  penalty  for 
malfeasance  ought  to  bo  reeoverable 
either  by  the  pationt  on  his  discharge,  or 
I  by  his  friends.  In  this  respect  the  Bill 
'  left  far  too  much  to  the  Commissioners. 
Thc-re  ware  too  few  Oommissionera  for 
the  work  to  be  done.  When  six  were 
appointed  the  number  of  lunalios  waa 
ODa*foQrth  of  what  it  was  now,  and 


1499 


Zunaey  AcU 


{LOBDS} 


Ammimini  BiU. 


160O 


the  expenditure  was  £200,000  com- 
pared with  £2,000,000  now.  If  there 
were  not  too  many  then  there  must  be 
too  few  now.  The  houses  in  the  Metro- 
polis were  directly  under  their  care; 
and  these  were  supposed  to  receive  four 
visits  a-year.  The  Commissioners  had 
to  pay  their  visits  in  couples,  a  medical 
ana  a  legal  Commissioner  going  toge- 
ther; and  it  was  obviously  impossible 
that  three  couples  of  Commissioners 
could  do  their  duty  by  8,000  patients  in 
the  Metropolitan  district  and  70,000 
more  outside  that  district.  There  were 
other  points  and  deficiencies  which 
would  call  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Eabl  BEAXTCHAMP  said,  that  the 
clauses  which  gave  the  Secretary  of 
State  power  on  the  report  of  the  Lunacy 
Commissioners  to  require  the  Local 
Authorities  to  provide  accommodation  for 
lunatics  in  the  public  asylums  where 
that  acconmiodation  was  stated  to  be 
necessary  required  careful  attention  on 
the  part  of  their  Lordships.  He  was  not 
aware  that  there  had  been  any  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  the  Local  Authorities  in 
providing  the  necessary  accommodation, 
or  in  fulfilling  the  obligations  laid  on 
them  by  the  law,  and  it  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  desirable  to  override  their  juris- 
diction. He  should  object  very  much 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  or  the  Commis- 
sioners being  empowered  to  place  heavy 
burdens  upon  the  ratepayers  in  this 
matter. 

Lord  BBAMWELL  remarked,  that 
there  were  many  minute  regulations  in 
the  Bill  now  before  their  Lordships  and 
in  the  Bill  which  would  follow  it.  He 
did  not  say  that  they  were  not  necessary ; 
but  he  recommended  that  they  should 
be  expressed,  if  possible,  in  the  form  of 
rules  under  some  authority,  so  that  if  any 
alteration  was  required  in  them  it  could 
be  carried  out  with  making  application 
to  Parliament.  Another  matter — the 
law  as  it  would  stand  under  the  next  Bill 
on  the  Paper — the  Lunacy  Bill — would 
enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  remove 
anpr  person  certified  to  be  a  lunatic  from 
prison.  The  consequence  would  be  that 
although  a  lunatic  miffht  be  committed 
for  triiu  he  could  not  be  tried,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  might  be  per- 
fectly innocent  of  the  offence  chai^^ 
against  him.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
might  be  guilty,  although  a  lunatic.  The 
Secretary  of  State  was  not  bound  to 
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remove  a  lunatic  in  a  case  where  a 
certificate  of  lunacy  had  been  given  for 
imprisonment.  The  Statute  said  that  ho 
might  order  the  removal.  Li  his  opi- 
nion, the  Secretary  of  State  ought  not 
to  have  the  power,  except  when  a  per- 
son was  in  such  a  condition  that  he  was 
not  only  a  lunatic,  but  also  unfit  to 
plead. 

LoBD  EGERTON  said,  he  wished  to 
make  some  remarks  on  the  dauaes 
relating  to  idiots  and  imbeciles.  He 
thought  that  the  clauses  on  that  sub« 
ject  would  effect  a  very  great  improve- 
ment upon  the  existing  law,  but  sog- 
P^ted  that  it  would  be  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  idiots  and  imbecile  Beraons, 
and  also  to  their  relatives,  if  tne  Lord 
Chancellor  would  take  out  of  the  Bill 
the  clauses  relating  to  those  dassee  and 
embody  them  in  a  separate  measure. 
Many  children  who  were  confined  in 
idiot  asylums  were  now  educated  and 
reclaimed  to  such  an  extent  aa  to  be 
able  to  follow  some  trade,  and  no  longer 
be  a  burden  on  their  familiesi  and  it 
placed  a  certain  stigma  upon  them  to 
class  them  with  lunatics  under  that 
BiU. 

Lord  ESHER  said,  he  had  heard  the 
term ''  incarceration"  used  in  connection 
with  this  subject.  It  was  a  word  whioh 
seemed  to  suggest  an  idea  of  offenoe  or 
disgrace.  It  seemed  to  him  that  endi  a 
term  depended  upon  an  error  which 
might  give  colour  to  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  which  it  ought  not  to  have.  It 
would  be  a  good  thing  when  everybody 
was  of  opinion  that  a  disease  of  the 
mind  was  no  disgrace  to  the  person  who 
was  suffering  or  to  any  person  bdong- 
ing  to  him.  Next,  it  was  not  every  per- 
son of  diseased  mind  who  ought  to  be 
Slaeed  under  control.  If  there  was 
isease  which  did  not  affect  the  safety 
of  the  person  diseased  physically  or  aa 
to  his  property,  or  the  safetr  of  others^ 
he  ought  not  to  be  placed  under  re- 
straint. In  the  Bill  itself  tiiere  was  no 
definition  of  the  person  who  oua^  to 
be  put  under  control,  although  the 
form  of  the  medical  certificate  showed 
that  the  medical  practitioner  must  cer- 
tify more  than  mere  disease  of  mind. 
It  was  said  in  the  Bill  that  it  was  a 
person  who  was  a  lunatia  But  that 
was  not  a  definition,  for  people  might 
have  very  different  opiniona  aa  to  who 
might  be  a  lunatic,  or  to  what  extent 
in  particular  oaaea  the  diseaao  might 
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go.  It  WM  aot,  M  h»  bad  Mid,  •▼•ry* 
one  who  had  a  diMAMd  mind  or 
might  bo  a  lonatic  in  one  mom  who 
WM  a  proper  person  to  bo  taken  in 
charge  and  put  under  reetraint,  and  it 
would  be  for  the  general  tafetj  that 
that  Tiew  ahould  bo  ezpreaaed  in  the 
liill.  Then  there  were  other  pn^cautione 
whtoh  ehould  be  taken*  A  magi«trate 
nut  poMiwod  of  enfficient  weight  or  ex- 
pi^rienee  placed  himaelf  too  mneh  under 
the  influenee  of  the  medical  men ;  and 
it  waa  eomewhat  dangeroua  that  anj 
medieal  man,  howerer  yoong  or  inex- 
|)erienced,  ehould  boalloweato  eign  a 
certificate.  Then  thej  moat  deal  with 
the  caae  of  a  pereon  not  only  before  but 
after  he  had  been  plaoed  under  control. 
It  was  too  much  to  saj  that  after  a 
porK>n  had  been  put  under  reetraint 
there  need  be  no  freeh  inquiry  for  three 
jroare.  Inauirj  ahould  Ihi  much  more 
fr«M)uent.  Lastlj,  it  wae  erideot,  in  Wew 
of  recent  litigation,  that  unleea  thej  pro* 
vided  Tery  etrong  tafeguarde  for  the 
protection  of  rela&rea  or  frienda,  who 
might  ha?e  taken  the  original  etepa,  and 
aleo  for  the  protection  of  the  medical 
men,  who  might  hare  acted  in  the 
matter,  both  one  and  the  other  might  be 
placed  in  a  Terr  uneafe  poeitioo,  al- 
though ther  acted  in  perfect  good  faith. 
There  ought  to  be  protection  for  them 
in  euch  caae. 

Loud  A8EIB0I"RNE  aaid,   that  the 
moet  imnoHaat  and  etrikin^  amendment 

firopoeea  in  the  Bill  of  hie  noble  and 
earned  Friend  waa  that  which  prorided 
for  the  gradual  extinction  of  prirate 
atjhunt.  lie  had  not  heard  fn>m  noble 
Larda  in  any  part  of  the  House  any 
objection  to  toat  propoeal,  and  he 
thought  it  waa  a  wiee  one.  It  would 
not,  tn  hie  opinion,  be  fair  to  the  many 
honoutable  men  engaged  in  that  branch 
of  the  Medical  IVoKceiaa  to  introduce  a 
drastic  prorieion  for  the  eodden  extino* 
tion  of  their  eetabliehmenta.  He  be* 
liered  that  tho  prortaions  of  the  Bill  by 
whidi  proriaion  was  made  for  the  care 
and  retention  of  wealthy  or  tolrent 
lunatics  would  requirt*  careful  examina- 
tion br  their  Lordships.  The  machinery 
by  which  the  ratepayers  were  to  hv 
fureod  to  proride  houses  for  the  recep- 
tion of  tnoee  now  confined  in  prirate 
asylums,  who  were  admittedly  able  to 

Cy  for  themselreSt  would  also  need  to 
Tciy  doaelj  refaided.    He  did  not 


agree  with  Lord  Ooleridge'a  anggeation 
that  when  lunatioa  were  about  to  be 
examined  by  doct«)rs,  they  should  bo 
warned  of  the  purpose  for  which  the 
examination  was  rfH|uired*  He  fully 
amed  as  to  the  necossity  and  justice 
of  treating  lunatics  with  erery  consi- 
I  deration  and  fair  play ;  but  he  did  not 
think  that  object  would  bo  achieved 
in  a  satisfactory  way  by  putting  the 
lunatic  on  his  guard,  by  proriding  that, 
when  examined  by  a  medical  man,  he 
should  bo  cautionsd  as  to  the  purpoee  fur 
which  he  was  being  examined ;  oecause 
everyone  with  the  moat  superficial  know- 
ledge of  lunacy  waa  well  aware  of  the 
cunning,  which  was  so  great  and  so  far* 
reaching,  in  all  persons  nius  afflicted  that 
if,  in  all  casea,  an  intimation  was  giren 
of  the  object  of  the  inquiry,  the  exami- 
nation would  be  almost  worthless.  He 
regarded  the  Dill,  on  the  whole,  asa  great 
advance  on  the  existing  state  of  the  law, 
and  trusted  that  it  would  soon  pass 
into  law.  He  would  also  suggest  that 
eome  parts  of  the  Bill  should  be  ao- 
plied  to  Ireland  as  well  as  England, 
for  he  did  not  believe  in  separate  legis- 
lation where  the  objects  to  oe  legislated 
for  were  identical. 

Loan  CLIFFORD  or  CHUDLEIOH 
asked  whether  it  was  not  dsairable  to 
make  some  provision  for  paying  patienta 
when  the  prsssnt  system  of  pnvate  a/nr- 
luma  should  be  dons  away  with?  He 
could  see  no  reason  why  the  coat  of 
founding  and  maintaining  asyluma  for 
those  not  of  the  pauper  dass  should  bo 
thrown  upon  the  counties.  He  bolievod 
that  it  would  much  more  conduce  to  a 
proper  treatment  of  lunatic  patienU  if 
the  numstous  asylums  which  would 
spring  up  under  this  Bill  should  bo  so 
systemataaed  that  the  different  daasea 
of  mental  disaaasa  might  be  kept  dis- 
tinct. To  treat  certain  casee  properly 
separate  asyluma  were  indispensable; 
and  children  of  tender  years  should  not 
be  confined  with  full-grown  persons. 
This  qusstion  would  require  serious  eon- 
sideration  in  Committee. 

Tua  LOUD  CUANOFnJjOR  said, 
that  he  was  much  indvbted  to  thmr 
Lordships,  not  only  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  Bill  had  been  reeoivinL  but 
for  the  valuable  suggestions  that  had 
been  made.  With  r^iard  to  the  remarka 
of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  last  spoken, 
he  might  say  that  he  anticipated  thai 
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{he  ultimate  result  of  the  Bill  would  be 
a  saving  instead  of  an  additional  burden 
to  tbe  ratepayers.  At  present  the  coun- 
try sustained  a  substantial  loss  because 
there  were  many  patients  in  county 
asylums  just  above  the  pauper  class  who 
could  not  afford  the  expense  of  private 
asylums.  Many  persons  now  confined 
at  the  public  expense  would  have  a 
certain  sum  provided  by  their  friends 
for  their  maintenance  in  the  new  asy- 
lums, so  as  to  give  them  additional 
comforts  and  remove  them  from  the 
pauper  class.  He  ag^ed  with  the  ob- 
servation of  a  noble  and  learned  Lord 
that  great  mischief  would  be  done  if  un- 
necessary difficulties  were  put  in  the 
way  of  placing  lunatics  under  control. 
Owing  to  recent  litigation,  the  fear  of 
having  actions  brougbt  against  them 
deterDsd  many  people  from  taking  steps 
to  have  their  relatives  confined,  even 
where  it  was  highly  desirable  for  the 
latter's  own  sake  that  they  should  be 
placed  under  control.  The  consequence 
was  that  many  of  these  persons  re- 
mained at  large  until  they  came  into 
collision  with  ti^e  police.  That  was  very 
undesirable ;  and  it  was  of  importance 
that  unnecessary  obstacles  should  not  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  placing  undoubted 
lunatics  under  restraint.  With  regard 
to  the  observations  of  the  noble  Earl  on 
the  Front  Benches  in  reference  to  the 
fresh  inquiry  into  the  state  of  mind  of 
incarcerated  lunatics  every  three  months, 
he  admitted  that  in  the  case  of  lunatics 
who  had  been  confined  in  public  asy- 
lums for  long  periods  such  inquiries 
might  be  regarded  as  being  too  fre- 
quent, and  he  thought  that  it  might  be 
as  well  to  amend  the  Bill  in  Committee 
by  providing  for  more  frequent  inquiries 
being  had  during  the  earlier  years  of 
incarceration  and  less  frequent  as  time 
went  on.  In  conclusion,  ha  might  say 
that  he  was  not  irrevocably  wedded  to 
any  particular  provisions  in  the  Bill, 
and  that  he  was  ready  to  give  his  best 
consideration  to  any  proposals  which 
would  make  the  measure  more  valuable, 
and  would  conduce  to  the  general  wel- 
fare of  their  unfortunate  fellow-crea- 
tures. 

Motion  a^Md  to ;  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  committsd  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Mtrnday  the  Ibih 
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SECOND   BSADIVO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Hebsohbll),  in  moving  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time,  said,  that  he 
need  not  trouble  their  Lordships  further 
than  to  state  that  this  was  a  mere  mea- 
sure of  codification.  As  it  was  extremely 
desirable  that  all  the  provisions  relating 
to  lunatics  should  be  embodied  in  one 
Act,  he  intended  to  propose  that  the 
Committee  stage  of  this  Bill  should  be 
delayed  until  after  the  Bill  which  their 
Lordships  had  just  read  a  second  time 
should  have  passed  that  House,  so  that 
the  provisions  of  that  measure  should  be 
incorporated  in  the  present  consolidation 
measure. 

Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2.*** 
— (7%0  Lord  CkanceUor.) 

In  answer  to  the  Earl  of  Milltowv, 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said, 
that  the  Committee  stage  of  the  pre- 
vious Bill  would  be  fixed  for  that  day 
fortnight. 

Motion  agroid  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly. 

DULL  OBOTTimS  BILL  [h.L.^ 

A  Bill  for  extending,  with  amendnenti,  to 
groandi  for  drill  and  other  military  ^urpoeea, 
the  enactments  relating  to  the  acqnintion  and 
regulation  of  rifle  ranges — Was  pmmUd  by 
The  Lord  Sandhurst ;  read  1'.  (No.  24.) 

House  adjourned  at  onarter  past  Six  o'clock,  tin 

To-moiTow,  a  qoarter  pasi 
Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Mimday,  \tt  Mmrck,  1886. 


MINUTE8.1  — Ksw  Mbxbbbs  Swobjt  — Sir 
Edward  James  Beed,  K.C.B.,  for  Oaidiff 
Borough ;  Patrick  O'Brien,  esquirs,  for 
Hona^han  County  (Northern  rKrision) ; 
OotaTins  Yaoghan  Morgan,  ssquira,  for  Bat- 
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Tici  EsTUATis;  Class  Y.^Fouiov  axi> 
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lliUhMd    Mui    Krhtiutdo   (Anacjutioa   to 

Sf^^nd  Ktsdimf  ^  OUho  U«iM  fIn>Un<r  Aria 
r.«Una«ni-««  [10T\  I^ail  Tax  CommU- 
Monrrt*  N.n»«-«  •  [  1 1  »I. 

Si  ..V  r*,>MMirf#«— hhop  Ifottn  It'f^uUttoQ  *  [.Vi], 
tf^tmsttd. 

C-  mmttf^^^^otiing  Luidi  lUtiDg  (ScotUcd)  * 

C  mm\tfrt  -^  ttffCrt  -^  Third  Rntdtmf  —  Land 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


LAMDETII  WATER  BILU 

UkX>Xn   READtXO. 

Ordor  tor  S<«cood  Boadtng  rMd. 

Mutton  niA(l<»,  and  Qtu^iitioQ  propo»od» 
"Tlut  tho  Hill  b«  now  n*ad  a  ftocond 
tim©/'— ;Nir  Vh^rin  Eorstfr.) 

Mb.  TIIOROU)  ROQKKS:  I  harv 
p1ftc«d  upon  the  Pap^r  a  Notioa  not  of 
olijoction  to  the  Moond  reading  of  ibtf 
liill.  bol  of  my  iutontion,  after  it  has 
b«y»n  rtad  a  Mrond  ttmo,  to  ntove  that  it 
he  n»ferT«d  to  a  Hybrid  < 'ommittiK^,  to- 
gf*!hf*r«tth  an  enlar^^fm^nt  of  the  Stand- 
inir  ^  Ardors  in  rt*^arti  to  Petitions  against 
rrirate  liillt.  1  wish  to  explain  to  the 
House  my  motives  for  having  pUced  this 
Motion  upon  tho  Notice  l*ap««r. 

Ma.  ."^i'KAKKU:  I  understand  thi* 
h'»n.  Cl«>ntleman  to  saj  that  he  do^  not 
obj«<t  to  th«»  %(*cond  rt»ading  of  th«*  I^ill. 

Mr.  TllolioLI>l{oGKU.'< :  No,  8ir ; 
I  do  not  fihif»rt  to  th<>  s4»M>nd  reading. 

Mr.  SPKAKHR:  Then  Wfore  the 
bon.  iJentleman  makes  his  Motion  it 
will  be  aecr<Mi4r]r  that  the  Bill  should 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  0frtti  h. 

Bill  read  a  t^^oood  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Qneetion  proposed, 
'*That  tho   Bill    be  committed.*'— ;5i> 

Ma.  XnuBOLD  RCXSEIt'^ :  I  beg  to 
mo%i«— 

••Thtt  th.-  Hill  b*  rffifrrd  t«»  »  S.I#nI  r  tn- 

I'  '  r  \»y  tb«*  <  '•«fBniitt''r  **t  >«  !•<  ti  ii :  —  1  h.«t  all 
I'tUU-  o«  •«uiMl  lb»  liiU.  |irf«rcitr4  aU  Ut«r 
ihia  m  <lAjt  bvl-jT*  thr  tii<<*tiB|f  ol  th«  (Vioi- 
ctl/v*.  b*  rcf^rr^l  Ut  tbr  C'ucnmittr«> ,  uij  tt«t 
rxeh  of  the  Pttitinosffi  ss  ft^y  to  bo  hssid  b^ 

VOL.  OCCIL    [THiao  eaaiis.] 


tbMns»]T«s,  tboir  OtmnMkl,  Afnit«,  or  Witi..^.^, 
bo  brord  npoo  thrtr  r<>tilj<m««  if  tbrr  tbiak  fit, 
S&4  <  'oanti«l  b««r(i  in  fsrour  uf  thr  lliU  s^est 
•u.*h  iVlitiooj." 

I  propose  to  move  a  similar  H^^solution 
in  tho  caA<)  of  the  K.i*t  Ixmdon  Water 
Bill,  and  of  the  S  mthwark  and  Vaux- 
hall  Water  Bill,  which  aro  down  on  the 
list  of  Prirate  Bills  f(»r  consideration  on 
the  priHiont  occasion.  Mj  objoct  is  to 
socure  that  thej  shall  be  roforred  to  a 
Hjbrid  (Vmmitteo  in  the  form  indicated 
in  mjr  Motion.  My  princi|ial  motive  for 
taking  this  step  is  the  fact  that  th<fie 
three  Water  Biile  together  contemplato 
the  raising  of  perpotual  Debenture  Stock 
at  4  percent  of  no  less  than  £700,000. 
Now,  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
House  that  tho  Wator  ('ompani««s  will, 
some  time  or  other,  in  arconlance  with 
tho  ?iow  which  tho  Hous^*  han  orer  and 
over  again  expre»^,  be  taken  over  hy 
some  constituted  authority  within  the 
Motropolis  —  eithor  a  new  monicipal 
organization,  or  Bi>me  one  of  the  existing 
organisations  which  deal  with  the  raising 
and  spending  of  monej  in  the  Metn>* 
p«dis.  It  11  perfortlr  well  known  that 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  on 
the  security  of  tho  rat(*«.  is  able  to  raise 
the  funds  that  maj  be  necetaary  for  the 
purpose  of  carrring  on  thoir  nndertak* 
tngs  at  the  same  price  that  OoTernment 
are  able  to  raiite  money  on  roneolidated 
Annuitieo.  And  I  conclude  that  if  wa 
consont,  without  any  restraint,  to  grant 
to  these  Wator  (\)tiipanie4 — and  I  wish 
the  House  to  observe  that  these  three 
Wator  (Companies  supply  one- half  of 
liondon — the  power  of  raising  no  leea 
than  £704).(HK)  in  this  way— in  the  case 
of  the  con  version  of  this  Debenture  Bt4*rk 
into  MotroiM>]itan  Htock  or  Contois  the 
ratopfivers  would  be  mulcted  ti>  the  extent 
of  £175.000— that  is  to  say,  that  the 
value  of  this,  I>ebenture  Htock,  when 
turned  into  a  perpetual  4  por  cent,  will 
be  equivalent  to  what  would  certainly 
in  tho  market  fetch  £125  for  every  £100 
Htock.  Thon  I  think  that,  under  these 
ctrcumstancM,  the  Houso  of  (%mimons 
ought  to  rt*«ist  an  attempt  of  this  kind 
to  croato  a  very  lar>(o  debt  in  the  wav 
of  raising  money  by  l>«»benture  Htock 
n]ton  surh  terms  as  thiHie  by  the  Wat<«r 
rompaniee.  I  c«rtA«nIy  do  not  think, 
and  1  believe  it  will  be  the  ffeneral  foil- 
ing of  the  Ilouoe,  that  the  Water  Oom- 
paniea  of  the  Metmpolia  deeerve  any 
great  amottat  of  eonaidaratioB  at  owr 

9C 


1607 


Lattibeth 


(OOM^LONS} 


WaUr  BiU. 


lo\fS 


hands.  I  uDdentand  that  the  three  Water 
Companies  in  regard  to  whose  Bills  my 
Motion  is  directed  have  issued  a  paper 
to-day  imputing  to  me  certain  improper 
motives  in  bringing  forward  this  pro- 
position. Now,  I  have  no  motive  what- 
ever, except  that  of  a  consideration  for 
the  ratepayers  of  London,  whose  in- 
terests  cannot  bo  looked  after  except  by 
the  Metropolitan  Members,  as  they  have 
no  real  Municipal  Institution  upon  which 
they  can  fall  back.  It  is  upon  that  ground 
that  I  deem  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
Metropolitan  Member  to  deal  with  every 
measure  which  may  appear  to  involve 
the  welfare  of  the  Metropolis,  especially 
where  there  is  a  total  absence  of  in- 
formation as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
provisions  of  a  Private  Bill  may  affect 
the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  they  re- 
present. I  may  add  that  in  making  this 
Motion  I  have  the  support  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  senior  Member  for  the  City 
of  London  (Sir  Eobert  Fowler).  The 
City  of  London  have  determined  to  ap- 
pear by  counsel  against  this  Bill,  with 
a  view  of  preventing  a  large  and  un- 
necessary expenditure  from  falling  here- 
after upon  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metro- 
polis. I  have  also  had  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir  B. 
Assheton  Cross),  who  is  well  known  to 
take  a  great  interest  in  these  matters, 
and  I  believe  I  am  fairly  entitled  to 
say  that  I  have  his  sympathy  and 
goodwill  in  the  Motion  I  now  make.  I 
hope  that  in  the  interests  of  good  go- 
vernment in  London,  and  the  preven- 
tion of  an  eztravag^t  outlay  of  the 
public  money  at  a  large  loss  to  the  mass 
of  the  ratepayers,  the  House  will  agree 
to  my  proposal,  which  is  simply  to  refer 
all  these  Bills  to  a  Hybrid  Committee 
under  conditions  which  will  secure  the 
representation  of  every  interest  con- 
cerned. If  this  is  done  the  expense  to 
the  ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis  will  be 
greatlj  diminished,  because  they  will 
have  to  appear  before  one  Committee 
only,  instead  of  having  to  instruct  coun- 
sel to  appear  against  three  Bills  which 
may  be  heard  by  three  separate  Com- 
mittees. My  Motion  will  give  the  parties 
who  are  interested  in  oppocdng  the  pro- 
visions of  these  Bills  an  opportunity  of 
being  fairly  heard  on  the  matter ;  and 
there  will  undoubtedly  be  sufficient  in  the 
way  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  to 
induce  them  to  devote  their  attention  to 


this  branch  of  water  finance,  with  a  view 
of  making  it  as  little  onerous  to  the  rate- 
payers as  possible.  I  beg  to  move  that 
this  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee in  the  terms  of  the  Motion  which  I 
have  placed  upon  the  Paper. 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON:  I  beg  to 
second  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Southwark  (Mr.  Thorold  Rogers). 

Amendment  proposed. 

At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  tks  word«, 
"to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  Nino 
Members,  Five  to  be  nominated  by  the  Hoa'«  , 
and  Four  by  the  Committee  of  oelectioD.** — 
{Mr,  Thorold  Mogtra,) 

Question  proposed,  '*That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  AEERS-DOUOLAS  :  I  trust  tho 
House  will  allow  me  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  Motion  in  favour  of  the  Bill  which 
is  now  under  consideration.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Thorold  Rogers)  has  said 
that  certain  motives  have  been  attributed 
to  him  in  papers  alleged  to  have  been 
put  forth  by  the  Water  Companiea — I 
think  he  said  to-day.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  have  not  seen  those  papers, 
nor  shall  I,  or  the  Company  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  attribate 
any  personal  motives  to  the  hon.  Member 
on  this  occasion.  The  object  of  this  par- 
ticular Bill— the  Lambeth  Water  Bill— 
is  to  raise  the  sum  of  150,000  by  means 
of  Debenture  Stock  at  4  per  cent|  and  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  an  ever- 
increasing  district.  The  district  sup- 
plied by  the  Lambeth  Water  Company 
IS  increasing  at  the  rate  of  sometniog 
like  4,000  houses  every  year;  and  the 
Company  ask  to  be  allowed  to  supply 
this  increasing  district  with  an  increased 
water  supply.  In  the  year  1883  the 
Company  applied  to  the  House  for 
power  to  raise  a  capital  sum  of 
£376,000.  Of  that  sum  only  £75,000 
were  granted  by  the  Committee,  pre- 
sided over,  I  believe,  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  senior  Mem- 
ber for  the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Plunket).  Looking  at  the  Iteport  of 
that  Committee,  I  tind  it  is  stated  that 
the  Preamble  of  the  Bill  was  proved; 
but  that,  having  regard  to  the  fieport 
of  the  Committee  on  the  London  Water 
Supply  in  1880,  they  were  not  willing 
to  grant  powers  beyond  what  were  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  meet  the  actual 
demands  of  the  public  which  might  in- 
terfere  with   future   legislation.    The 


1509 


Umh^h 


IMabcii  1,  18861 


Watir  Bili. 


UIO 


ftiQoaot  of  oftnital  auUiorisod  to  bo ; 
rtttMsl  under  tho  Dili  ira%  tbun^fort*,  ' 
limitMi  to  £75,000.  What  v«  ask  for , 
now  it  ninipljT  tho  m<'«nt  of  Hving  from  | 
baoil  to  mouth,  and  in  ordor  that  w<»  maj 
>M*  rnabI<Ni  to  carrj  out  tho  n«M  «««%iir y 
roc|uiri«uiont4  of  thi4  evn-incrviiAiug  de- 
mand. At  that  time.  wb<*n  tho  |>oii««r 
t«i  raito  an  additional  capital  of  £7o»ooo 
waa  |^ant<*d  hr  tho  (\>muiitt<>o  to  tho 
r«ini|ian3r,  thcro  waa  a  sum  of  £i)0.ooo 
in  hand,  and  tho  annual  i*X|Minditurt*  on 
capital  works  amount<*d  to  tomotbing 
]ik«  £oO.O(>0  a.yMar.  Mora  than  two- 
thirds  of  tho  amount  grant«*d  in  I8H9, 
l>«Mdea  tho  £90,Oo(>  in  nand,  havo  b4^'n 
exiM^ndt"*!,  in  ord«r  to  m(M*t  th«*no  r«* 
f}<itr<»monts ;  and  I  do  not  think,  thoro- 
tore,  thai  tho  Ijanitoth  WaU*r  C*.>m- 
p.tnj  aro  anking  for  very  much  in 
thw  very  moileit  amount   <if   incrtmf«*Ml 

4  ipital  th€«y  have  in^ortod  in  tho  BtU. 
If  tho  Motion  of  tho  hon.  Mombor  for 

5  »u(hwark  tt  carriml  tho  (\>ui|)auy  will 
bo  put  to  a  ffrttttly  iiicroa««Hl  i«xpon»«s 
and  they  will  b(*  oblt^^ed  to  admit,  an 
r«*titionc*r«    agniu»t    tho    lUlI,    person?  | 
wli«'fto  ilainis  havo  not  boon   paHM*d  by  ' 
t)j«*  prop4>r  authoriti«A  of  thu    liou«« 
Thf  hon.  M«Mub«*r  for  Smthwark  ,Mr. 
1  t.orntd  Uog«'r*  allud<sl  to  tho  fact  tliat 
th<*  <%>rporatiou  of  tho  City  of  l^ondon 
int<'nd  lo  pr<-4ont  a  IVtition  against  the 
llul.      W«ll,   Sir,  if  tho  authori(i«*«  of 
th"  (*ity  of  I>indon  ropre<ont4»d  bore  by 
tin*  hon.  lUronet  tho  i»eni<>r  Mombi-rfor 
t>n>  <^ty    Sir  Kobort  Fi>wler)  intotid  to 
p4  tition  agaiu<»t   tho  Itill,  I  would  mt\i 
«hy  they  did  not  petition  against  it  in  j 
tho  ordinary  way,  and  allow  their  IVti- 

t  ^n  to  gx)  tM'foro  tlu'f  *«»urt  of /srsa  i(4nJi " 
I  really  d  i  not  s«»o  tho  slight«*st  r«*Ason 
why  this  liill  shooM  not  bo  treated  in 
th««  ordinary  way.  If  it  i«  >or.t.  in  tho 
u«'i'il  man  nor,  bf*foro  a  Sole  t  Commit- 
ter* upiktair*,  tho  publ:«  intere^tn  n.ll  )h* 
duly  guardotl  by  lh<«  Mf-tro|>.i!ttan  lioard 
(if  \l%>rks.  who  hsTo  atro.i  ly  |H*iition*<<i 
aitaiost  tho  Kill,  and  «bo%«>  r«>:t(ion  ha« 
\>*-^Q  pa«oi>d  by  the  authoriti««s  of  ih^ 
i^iurt  of  L<ms  tt^m^t.  Tnon,  I  tru^t. 
Without  taking  up  furthrr  tiiiio.  that  the 
Ili*'i«o  will  not  agro«  to  tho  Motion  of 
tho  bon.  Mc^mb^r  for  SiutUaark  ^Mr. 
lhor>U  KogMrs.  I  taki»  it  that,  li 
th'  to  IS  any  real  obj«Htton  t'l  tho  prin- 
ciple of  tbo  liill,  tho  I  ro|M<r  «>»urse  tsould 
ba^o  boen  to  (.ppo*a  the  s«cond  nadiog 
of  it,  and  that  it  is  not  doftirablo  now  to 
dopart  from  tbo  ordinary  oourto  of  ro- 


forriaga  Prirato  Bill  which  baa  been 
road  a  toeond  timo  to  a  tH*lect  (?oa* 
mitteo. 

Ma.  T.  n.  BOLTON*  :  The  boo. 
Member  who  has  jiMt  addn»»s«d  tho 
House  tolls  us  that  it  i^  the  duty  of  tho 
Motr%>|N»Iitan  lioonl  of  Works  to  tako 
charge  of  tho  op|H>«iition  against  thta 
Bill,  and  that  they  hare  already  bc«>n 
granted  a  Ucms  $(amM. 

Ma.  srKAKKU:  Tho  hon.  Mombor 
is  not  in  Order  in  s|H*aking  again,   in- 
asmuch   aa    ho    aeconded    tho  Amend 
mont. 

TiiK  CIIAIUMAN  or  WAYS  A!in 
MEANS  (Mr.  (V>i>ar?fRY, :  If  this  Bill 
were  tho  only  Bill  relating  to  the  supply 
of  wator  to  tho  Xfetropolit  nhifh  has 
l>een  inlrtNluio.l  this  So«sion,  1  think 
thoro  would  bo  much  fono  in  tho  objo«*- 
tiona  abioh  havo  been  rais««d  by  tho 
boo.  Moqiber  for  Kont  Mr  Akers- 
Douglas).  But  it  will  l>e  obserrod  that 
there  are  two  othor  Bills  which  als«> 
d(«al  with  tho  supply  of  wat«*r  to  parts  of 
the  Metrt»|M»lis  ;  and  tho  throe  Bills, taken 
tii^ocber,  covi^r  a  rury  largo  pro|>ortiou 
ot  the  whole  Motro|H>)itaoa  upply.  Tpoti 
that  gn>und  I  conroive  thoro  may  bo 
ro4%ons  for  doparting  fn>m  tho  ordinary 
Uu)o  of  the  House  to  refer  Private  Bills 
to  tbo  c«msidoration  of  a  Holect  i%>mmit- 
teo  of  four  Merabora  of  the  House,  and 
for  referring  tboito  particular  Billa  to  a 
Hybrid  Committ«»e.  I  am  sorry  to  aay 
that  tho  practiiM  of  referring  IVtvato 
Bills  to  Hybrid  C^)^)l^itt<•os  is  rather  a 
growing  ono  ;  nnd  1  think  it  ought  to 
bo  watrh«sl  with  a  c««rtain  amount  of 
tare.  It  must  bo  remoml>enMl  that  it 
i>pen8  ths  d  H>r  t-j  a  g*>od  deal  of 
wrangling  with  regard  to  tho  prorisioot 
of  a  Bill,  and  that  it  involves  a^^onsider* 
ab!o  amount  of  ex|>i»nsebeing  thrown  on 
tho(^»n«umers  of  water,  as  well  as  upon 
tliiiMi  who  supply  tho  wator.  But,  at 
the  aatue  time,  I  think  that  it  tspoaaiblo 
to  mo4*t  tbi4  paitirular  r.i«'«  in  a  satis- 
fiK  tory  manner  by  a  miMlttiiation  of  th^ 
>ro|M  ^  il  of  my  hon.  Friond  Mr.  Thon>id 
{«i-^f*rii\  Ho  propi»«a  tor^f-r  this  and 
otht  r  Bills  to  a  Hybrid  (\»mtiiittee  t  >  b-» 
ooniinato<l  bv  the  H<iu«e  and  th<*  (%>m- 
mttt«*««  of  Sf'loitioo,  and  t«>  allow  all 
Petitions  again»t  the  Bill  pree«*nt«d  not 
la!or  than  six  dajs  l»efore  tho  meeting 
of  the  Committee  to  bo  n  f<  rred  to  tho 
(*»mmitt(o,  giving  tho  IVti^.ioners  tlio 
right  of  being  heard  agAin«t  the  Bill  by 
counaol,  agoola,  and  witooaaot.     Now,  I 
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think  that  that  amountB  to  an  iDvitation 
for  the  presentation  of  Petitions  which 
may  be  carried  out  to  an  alarming  and 
unnecessary  extent.  I  think  it  is  quite 
sufficient  that  we  should  allow  such 
Petitioners  to  be  heard  before  the  Hybrid 
Committee  who  presented  their  Petitions 
within  the  time  allowed  by  the  Standing 
Orders.  In  that  case  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  London,  as  well  as  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  will  be 
heard  in  opposition  to  the  Bill ;  and  the 
two  acting  together  may  be  fairly  taken 
to  represent  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  Metropolis.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  propose  to  amend  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South- 
wark  (Mr.  Thorold  Rogers)  by  omitting 
the  words  *' presented  not  later  than  six 
days  before  the  meeting  of  the  Commit- 
tee," with  the  object  of  having  the  Bills 
referred  to  the  Committee  in  the  usual 
way ;  and  upon  that  understanding  I 
would  advise  the  House  to  assent  to  the 
Motion. 

Mr.  THOEOLD  ROGERS :  I  have 
no  objection  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
my  hon.  Friend. 

Main  QuestioUi  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committee  to 
consist  of  Nine  Members,  Five  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  I  have  now  to 
move  the  next  paragraph  in  an  amended 
form — 

*'  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill,  pre- 
Bcntod  within  the  time  limited  b^  the  Standing 
Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee;  and  that 
■uch  of  the  Petitioners  as  pray  to  be  heard  by 
themselves,  their  Coonsel,  Agents,  or  Wit- 
nesses,  be  heard  upon  their  Petitions,  if  they 
think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  against  such  Petitions.*' 

Mb.  thorold  ROGERS :  I  have 
no  objection. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Ordered  accordingly. 

SOUTHWABK  AND  VAUXHALL  WATER 

BILL. 
8ECOXO  HSADtKO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  thorold  ROGERS:  I  beg  to 
move  the  Motion  which  stands  on  the 

Mr.  Courtney 


Paper  in  my  name,  simply  altering  the 
form  of  it  so  as  to  make  it  in  accordance 
with  the  Motion  just  passed  by  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  Lambeth  Water 
BilL 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committoe 
to  consist  of  Nine  Members,  Five  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Ordered^  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill, 
presented  within  the  timelimitea  hy  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ;  and 
that  such  of  the  Petitioners  as  pray  to  bo  hoard 
by  themselTes,  their  Coansel,  Agents,  or  Wit- 
nesses, be  heard  upon  their  Petitions,  if  thfv 
think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  against  such  Petitions.  —  (JTr.  Thorold 
Rogert^ 

NOTICE   OF  EESOLUTIOX 


EVICTIONS  (IRELAND) -EMPLOYMENT 

OF  THE  MILITARY  FORCES  OF 

THE  CROWN, 

Mr.  lewis  gave  Notice  of  Motion 
for  a  Eoturn  of  the  number  of  cases  in 
which,  during  the  last  two  years,  1881 
and  1885,  the  Military  Forces  of  the 
Crown  have  been  employed  in  carrying 
out  evictions  of  tenants  of  land,  or  lands 
and  houses,  distinguishing  each  county 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  I  shall  oppose  the  Motion. 

Mr.  LEWIS :  Having  regard  to  that 
fact,  I  beg  to  give  Notice  that  I  shall 
ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  will 
voluntarily  lay  on  the  Table  the  Betum 

I  &.SK  foP 

Mr.  sexton  :  And  I  shall  ask,  in 
that  case,  whether  the  Betum  by  the 
Oovemment  will  be  so  extended  as  to 
make  it  of  any  use? 

QUESTIONS. 

THE  ^IBTROPOLITAN  POUCE   FORCE. 

Mr.  HOWABD  VINCENT  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether,  for  the  efficiency  of  the 
police  and  the  convenience  of  the  public, 
he  will  take  immediate  steps  to  provide 
a  proper  head  quarters  for  the  Metro* 
pofitan  Police  Force,  with  adequate 
office  and  barrack  accommodation,  and 
offering  sufficient  facilities  for  the  train- 
ing, and,  when  necessary,  the  concen- 
tration of  policemen,  in  lieu  of  the  pre- 
sent collection  of  inferior,  detaehedi  and 


KoT.  Mathow  Annotir,  at  Kirkval).  vas 
uodi'iiakcn  aftor  ctmimuDiratMm  with  the 
On>wD  OfRo^,  or  on  tbo  •oln  rewponai* 
bility  of  tho  Pnwuratfyr  Ftscol  of  Orknrjr ; 
whcth<»r  the  Procurator  FifH-al  of  i  >rknoj, 
in  addition  to  hia  otFirial  duti«>«,  art^  aa 
lav  a^nt  to  a  number  of  i  *  inft«*rTatira 
Un<lod  proprietors  in  the  <  ounty ;  and, 
irh<>ther  tbo  Procurator  FiM-al  in  quen* 
tion  is  th«>  sami*  offiriitl  whoso  proct'c-d- 
iii^4  in  c  mnoction  with  a  caso  arising 
out  of  a  thr«'at4*nin(r  l«»tt«r  r«»roivod  bjr 
U<*noral  Hurrotif^h^i  was  last  yi»arbrou(^bt 
boforo  thi«  ll<Mi«.My 

Mk.MA(  iMiNALDCAMKHOVaskod 
tho  liord  A<lTojat«\  If  his  atti^ntion  haa 
lio«.n  ca11**d  to  a  report  in  7A#  OrZn/jf 
linald  c»f  th«»  SHrd  of  I)ecembcr  lost, 
wh«To  it  w^N  statcnl  tbnt  seren  tnon  woro 
ac<  tiH.Ml  )»eforo  Sh«»ri!rThoni<i  of  po-rslkd 
rioting  at  tho  lata  General  K]«Htion«  ond 
that  one  of  tho«o  tn<*u  wa9  s<*ut  to  pri4<ia 
for  a  p<>riod  of  10  days  without  tho 
option  of  a  fine,  altUoii;;!!  ho  did  nothing 
ut  the  riotn  exo  pt  appear  a*  or.i»  of  tho 
rrowd  :  and,  whether  the  ri^ht  hon.  and 
leamcMl  Gentleman  would  imjuiro  into 
tho  administration  of  ju»tico  in  Kirk- 
wall? 

TiiK  LORD  AI>VnrATK(Mr.  J.  B. 
n\tiorH\  in  n-ply,  ^lid.  that  tho  ren^nt 
pni*«-<utii»n  of  thn  lU*y,  Mr.  Armour  was 
iind*  rtak^n  withoitt  4^)miiiuntration  with 
t  hi*  <  Vown  C  )flir«.  Various  riot*  occurred 
at  the  tim«*  of  the  olo'tion,  and  the 
Sheriff  Principal  of  the  lounty,  Mr. 
rh-)iu«,  pf>rMiniil!5  inve»ti);at*d  and  di<*> 
pi>^<*d  of  novoral  t'f  th«'  ca***^  ;  but  l'«'for« 
all  of  them  wore  in<|uinHl  into  he  had  to 
bavf*  for  (^aithnt>«4,  where  there  had 
b(H*n  a  numl>or  of  inc<  udiarj  fires ;  and 
he  directed  tho  SherilT  Substitute — Mr. 
Men/i«-4— along  with  the  Prnurator 
Vxutd  and  .*^h«'riff  Cleik.  to  make  the 
necessary  in Vf*»tigation  in  regard  to  riot- 
ing at  Handar.  As  the  ic*ult  of  the 
invf<itigatiun,*  the  fcfhcritl  Sub^titutH 
dirti  tt-«l  that  ci'rtAin  {H-rsons  should  be 
trit  1  for  riot  in  ,r.  and  that  the  lUr.  Mr. 
Armour  should  \to  chiirged  un  a  charge 
of  brvaih  ci(  tho  n^-at  «•.  Those  direct iot.n 
wer«Marricdout  by  th**  Pn*curaltirl'i»«  al, 
who.  in  addition  to  Ins  olhiinl  dutie*, 
tLK\%  a«  law  a^tut*  for  sundry  landlords 
and  pmpriotors,  some  of  whom  are  Con- 
••••nrnti^c*,  and  s<fmo  of  whom  are 
Ubiral  The  Pr  curator  Fiscal  is  tho 
tame  ofhi  lal  who  a«t«d  abmg  with  and 
undfr  the  directit  n  of  Shentf  Thorns  in 


ii'  >nTeniont  housea  hold  on  )<^a«e<i  at* 
(  *<\y  reutaK  which  cou<»titute  the  Mo- 
trip  ditan  PoIi(*e  Force,  in  the  thorou^^h- 
f  iros  of  (front  S^otUud  Yard  and  White 
l.ill  Place? 

Thi:  SK^'RETART  or  STATE  (Mr 
('•KiM.Rs  :  In  r»'ply  to  tho  (iu«^Mion  of 
t'le  hon.  Ctentleman,  I  am  fully  aware  of 
t!i*^  present  inconvenient  and  unaatisfac- 
t>ry  character  of  tho  buildings  com- 
I  r^ninff  the  head*  (pi  art  era  of  tho  i^dico 
ttt  Scotland  Yartl,  and  it  is  cue  of  the 
rn  ittom  th  it  will  (Uj^ago  my  M«ri«>us  nt- 
tenti'>n  in  onncition  with  tho  forth- 
i«  niing  inquiry. 

Mu.  W.  II.  SMirn:  Will  the  nght 
b  -n  Gentleman  be  kind  enou);h  to  say 
i»)i'!li«'r  ho  hai  now  formed  his  <\ira- 
i.'.-*t*e  of  Iniptiry  into  tbo  cr^^nni/iti'^n 
of  the  Metro|Nditau  Pidire;  whether  it 
mil  include  <»ther  nami'i  t^nn  th<»«<<  al- 
r«  idy  m«<ntton«Hl  to  tho  IIou«»e;  and, 
w Slather  the  Ht»|H>rt  of  th^  Committee 
v.ll  be  laid  iin  the  Table  of  the  llou^e'r 

Ma.  <  IllLDKHS:  I  ^tAt<d  that  one 
of  tho  MembiTs  of  tin*  pDp'  "f^d  Com- 
in:tteo  under  my  ChairtnAn««uip  will  bo 
th«*  tien  Chi»»f  Ci)mnii»*i<»ner  of  Poli««». 
<  »f  r.iur*«»,  until  h«  is  apf  ointtMl.  I  c.innot 
«!•  finitely  aay    who   mill   roriilitiite    the 
<*->miuitti»e.     I  did  n  »t  limit  the  Com- 
I  .-ttei«  to  the  namrn  I  mentione^l  to  the 
ilo>i<»o  th«*  f»ther  dar.     As  to  tho  la*it 
p  irt  of  th«*  Uu<  <«tion,  I  imagine  thrre  in 
ti'>  doubt  that  the  He|w»rt  will  bo  liiid  | 
up  >n  th«»  Table.  It  is  not  ii^m-iI  to  niy  m> 
l>'!<>rtduin>l ;  but  I  thit.k  I  \x\:\y  say  it  ■ 
\*  .il  bo  pp'**  ntrd.  thou;rli,  p(*rha|  *.  part  ' 
<•!  the<M  li»n<«»  iihi>  h  may  relate  to  the  . 

•  1  ?<«ti%'0  |t*di<o  Could  n«^t  bo  laid  upon 
th«»  Table. 

Mi..    .^Tl'ART-WtiKTLEY    aske<l 
wli«*thor  tho  ri,(ht  hon.  (rentlemnn  would 
t  ike  care  that,  before  any  de<  i^t^n  was 
tak<^n  aa  to  the  di«p<»4al  of  the  ra«ant 
^v  tind  ndjoinin}^  the  pre4»«»nt  {vtlji  «  »ta-  ' 
•■  *n  at  King  Sire«t,  Wi»*taiinMi'r.  the 
li'r.eM  of  that  site  to  b"  d«  n»t«d,  •  llher  i 
wh*  My  or  in  pirt,  to  the  t-rxtion  of  n«*w  , 
r«>ntral  p«ih<««  oin(«*«  for  the  Metro|>«ilii, 

•  J.»  lid  bo  fiillr  c<»n»id«'T»*'l  ? 

Mi:  CniL!>KK^:  1  h*  re  were  »<,me 
i';?«r»«ting  Pa|«'r^  i-n  th  it  subjiMt  pr«'- 
s*  nteil  many  >eara  n;*o.  t>  which   1  in-  j 


t'*i«d  to  refer  in  candu<  ting  th«*  inquiry. 


MW  ANH  Jf-»THK    s.N>TI*\XIi  -TIIK 
ri.«X  I'lUTiiK  >'!•<« \\L  OF  oRKSKV.      j 

Mr.  LYELLaaked  the  Ix>rd  Advocate,  I 
Whether  the  recvat  pnMecwtam  of  the  ^  lAToetigmtioa  of  the  caae  of  a  thtealM* 
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ing  letter  received  by  General  Burroughs 
— au  act  which  was  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House.  In  reference  to 
the  second  Question  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Wick  Burghs,  he  was  aware 
that  there  was  a  riot  that  took  place  at 
Kirkwall,  and  there  were  certain  con- 
Tictions  ;  and  he  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment to  remit  some  of  the  sentences* 
and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  see  cause  to  do  so.  He  was  not 
aware  of  the  particulars  of  these  cases  ; 
but  if  Notice  were  given  he  would  make 
inquiries.  He  knew  generally,  however, 
that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  rioting  at 
that  election,  and  that  the  Sheriff,  who 
was  responsible  for  the  peace  of  the 
county,  took  himself  the  superintendence 
of  the  investigations  until  he  was  obliged 
to  go  to  Caithness  in  regard  to  the  in- 
cendiary fires. 

Me.  MACDONALD  CAMERON :  I 
wish  to  explain [**  Order,  order  !  "] 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOUR :  If  there  is 
anything  more  my  hon.  Friend  desires, 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  get  the  necessary 
information. 

Mn.  MACDONALD  CAMERON :  It 

is  not  in  regard  to  that [**  Order, 

order!"]  You  have  not  answered  the 
Question. 

Db.  CAMERON  :  Can  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, at  his  convenience,  state  to  the 
House  what  were  the  expenses  con- 
nected with  tlie  Sanday  riots  ? 

Me.  J.  B.  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  gives  Notice  I  will  endea- 
vour to  find  out. 

PARLlAMENTARy  ELECTIONS  -PfilVl- 
LEGE— INTERFERENCE  OF  PEERS  AT 
ELECTIONS. 

Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON  asked  Mr.  Attor- 
ney  General,  Whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  interference  of  certain  Lords  of 
Parliament  in  the  election  of  Members 
of  this  House,  especially  in  the  Metro- 
polis, by  those  Lords  sending  their 
carriages  and  hired  servants  to  convey 
voters  to  the  poll ;  and,  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  Resolution  of  this  House, 
which  declares  that — 

'*  It  is  a  high  infiinf^ement  of  tho  libertiM 
and  privilegM  of  the  Commont  of  th«  United 
Kingdom  for  any  Lord  of  Parliament  .  .  . 
to  concern  himself  in  the  eWtion  of  Members 
to  serve  the  Commons  in  Parliament,'* 

he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  advising 

The  Lord  Advocate 


proceedings  to  support  the  Resolation 
of  this  House  ? 

Colonel  BROOKFIELD  asked,  whe- 
ther the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  aware  of  and  would  inquire  into 
the  interference  of  certain  Lords  of  Par- 
liament in  the  election  of  Members  of 
this  House,  especially  in  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire ;  whether  he  mas 
aware  also  that  the  interference  of  a 
Lord  of  Parliament  in  one  case  took  the 
form  of  sending  £1,000  to  an  electioji 
committee  for  election  purposes  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Mr. 
CrfARLEs  Russell),  in  reply,  said,  that 
he  was  not  aware  of  the  matters  to 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Rye  referred  ;  but  perhaps  he  would 
put  his  Question  on  the  Notice  Paper,  in 
which  case  inquiries  should  be  mado. 
As  regarded  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Pancras  (Mr.  T.  H. 
Bolton),  it  was  the  fact  that  carriages 
had  been  sent  by  Peers  to  conrey  voters 
to  the  poll.  As  to  the  Resolution  of  tho 
House  relating  to  the  liberties  and 
Privileges  of  the  Commons,  he  must 
repeat  what  he  said  the  other  day — that 
that  was  not  a  subject  which  was  at  all 
in  any  special  sense  within  his  sphero 
of  duty.  It  was  a  matter  for  the 
House  to  deal  with ;  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  desired  information  with  regard 
to  it,  he  should  address  his  Question  to 
the  Leader  of  the  House.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  latter  part  of  the  Question, 
he  did  not  propose  to  offer  an  opinion 
about  it,  unless  it  was  asked  by  the  Go- 
vernment. 

THE  COINAGE. 

Mr.  S.  MONTAGU  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  coinage;  whether  be  is 
aware  that  about  sixty  millions,  or  in 
other  words  sixty  out  of  every  hundred, 
of  tho  gold  coins  in  circulation  hare 
ceased  (o  be  legal  tender,  in  consequence 
of  their  worn  condition ;  and  that,  tn 
consequence,  many  millions  in  gold  lie 
idle  in  the  hands  of  bankers  and  others ; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  tho  silver  cur- 
rency, originally  issued  at  a  premium  of 
less  than  ten  per  cent.,  is  now,  owing  to 
the  diminished  value  of  the  metal,  cir- 
culating at  a  fictitious  value  of  forty  per 
cent,  when  of  full  weight,  and  fifty  per 
cent,  when  worn,  above  its  mark«t 
priee;  whether  he  haa  reason  to  fear 
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illf^^al  Ci>itia^o  io  diumfjuonco  ;  wh<»th<*r  '  aro  no  othi  r  doc  utut  iit«  nMc  h  c^fuld 
i»«»  ha«  UirtHti*(l  any  in^uirjr  tuto  iho  proin^rly  Vm*  laid  ujMin  tin*  Tulilo;  l.ut 
|ii4^tico  of  iiii{ortinK  Fri*nrh  ouo  and  xuy  t\^\\i  hon.  and  Ivarni^d  Friend  tho 
(.Ti>  M>u%  pirtrs  and  ptittni^  tln'iu  into  Into  I/iril  Adv(mitt>  and  1  niil  )»<•  niidy 
cirvulatioii,  at  a  profit  of  aUmt  fivo  p<T  to  givu  full  iufornmtion  to  t)io  IIou>m«  nt 
i«*nt  ;  ani],  iihctli«T  he  lia^  any  reason  to  tho  (.ium*4i  of  tli(«  dimuiit^al  if  any 
to  (far  that  tho  ultiumto  Ioh**  ari^in^out  (|u«*iition  in  n^gard  to  it  it  raiufd. 
of  tliiii  iuk{Kirtatiou  may  fall  U(o:i  tho! 
lMK>n»r  Ja-^Mii?  Si'oriJiND-AKUKAUS  (>K  UATI^S  IN 

TiicC'lIANCEIXMKop  niEKXCIIE.  >K\K. 

!f '  l'"/:"^*'  WiixiAM  lUut  ,.t  u,; :  A.  to  J      1^,  KHASKH.MA<'KINToSII  aakiMl 


Im.  U.,m..  Nvn-Ury  two  y..nr.  .it;.    A«  j,,^  ,^,,..^^  j^  ,,,,  ^,,.,,,  j,,^,,    „  „j 

..  th..  n..xt  two  p»rt.  on  ti...  .ul.j,  ct  of  ,  ^^y^  f..|.ru«ry.  of  m  I,.h,1  an.l  |KK.r  r.t*.. 

th,  «l».r  c.  .1.,.^^,  ,t  w  true  U.at  tho  „„.,,.,  „,^  ,,/„,,  ^,   \»nA\oA»,  ten.nU 

I-rj-mmru  .t  *h;.h  our  -;lv;r  c..m  cir-  j        „^^,  ^,,„  ^j  j,^.„^ 

fn.ni  tho  Mint  Autliorn,..*.  that  th..n.  i.  ^f,,,  .sK<-HKTARY  r..M  SCOTLAND 

t,.n|...r..u ..,..,«  of  ,Iu.jr..l  .•.tuaKv,  anJ.  „,  T..vti.VAi. , :  Tho  lio.rd  of  tiuiur- 

inat-o.  .  that  thyn.  i^  no  .u.  h  <  uiiji  ..  ^j.^^^  jnlond^l  to  obtain  Uoturo*  of  Ui« 

f  Trf.  a  .Ivor  CIO.     >\  iiU  rotf«.l  to  tho  ;  ,^,„  „,  ^^.  ^,  ,^,  ,„.pi„„i,     „f 

c».|.|>..r  c  .inago    wo  all   know  thorv  to  j^     j,    j^  i,,;^^  ,,.,.  i„f„r„„i..„  J* ,., 

a  «.tt*in  number  of   .mall  coppor  or  „,«,  ,^..„  „f  ^.^^,,  „j„  ^^i.,, 

btun*..  ...Mu.  iniiH,rto»l  fr.m  tram-.. ;  but  ,„,„     y^,,,,.,  ^j,,„.,  ,,,       ,  ^.„  j.,.  j^'. 

thrr..  i«  no  rottv.n,  howcvor.  to  think  it  ,,^j^      ,j.,,^^^  i,  ^  dilli.uUj  almut  ..!.. 

I.  do.,.,  for  pur|K.n...  of  p.oUt.  an.i  m  .^j,,;    ,  fr,^,„..n,  K,.,ur„..  ..  H...  dutit.a 

any   ....o   no   in.ouTcni.i..<.   ha«    be<n  „,   ,,„.  i„ '.,..„„  „(  ,h„  l\H,r  are  at 

p..j,.l  to  M.|.'                _     ,,  „       .  .  pr.ont  Tory  o«.r..u..     Tho  to*t  plan 

l...n.<.ooll.tnan».ivwhothor  ho  Hit  •...!«    ,,„„.|  .,  ,  „f...  ,„.|  „„»  into  tho  .hapo. 
t..  n.  u.tr.«lu.o  tho  Dill  for  tho  doLa^ini?    „  ,,,  „  ;,  , ^„  ,,„  ...ompli.h.^.  whi. U 

•''*?'••'  "•'••*'  •"•  "»*'"'""•*'  ^y  *"»,  Wh.M  I  havo  p.;  thorn   thoy  will   U 
.<.a  WILLI  AM  IIAIKVTKT:  I  j.,    »*««»  "l-»  »•»<>  Tablo. 

n..t  think  that  i.  a  J|..  .ti.>n  » hi.  h  ouKht  |    ,„k,^x„_raFKI.E8  F. .R  LANDS  UK 

to  f>i«  put  to  luo.     It  d-HM  not  ari«o  out , 

.f  my  r..ply.  and  I  d-.  u.  t  r.^o^n./o  a  |  PK..TKSTAST  LASHLOKDS. 


Bill  by  that  dt  <K*nption  ;  thtn*fure  1  am 
not  pri»|»ar«Mi  to  answor  it. 

!WOTU\NP-THE  MIEKIFF  (M,EUK 
Ma.  FRASi:H.MArKINrnsna.ko.l 


Ma  HKXTON  forllr.  DvYKaOaAV 
ai»k«»d  the  (^hicf  .^^ecretary  to  th(»  Iii>rd 
Ltt*ut«naut  of  Ireland,  Wheth<*r  th^ro  it 
acy  truth  to  the  »tatemoot  publtnhcd  in 
Tk0  y/i#A/ffi  iUtt^  hjprM$  and  «ut»»o* 
qui^ntly  in  Th€  T%ms$  last  month  and  r<** 
th«  ^.  r*  tary  Ix  ><  tland.  \Vh«*tl.«r  h**  j  iiortcHl'ia  7A#  St.  Jst'»f**a  OsutU  of  tho 
«iil  I.iy  up  n  t^>*  Til*  Io  of  tho  ll"(i»«>,  !  i"th  instant,  on  t);o  authority  of  a  httc*r 
ra|K«r«  (onin- t«»«l  m*\i  tho  di«rm^*al  "  from  a  r«»«|»on*:  Mo  ptT.Mti  m  Inland  t«> 
f:<au  hi4  o!h  «  .it  Mr.  l^l^nI  lMa'U<  hlau»  a  diiitiof(ui«h<Hi  porson  in  HuKland/' 
)'4nk  n,;ft:t,  I'ortroo,  »i.rritr  dork  d*?- j  to  tho « tit « t  that  mlUos  are  being  hold  by 
P  r*>  of  the  ^k\*t  I>i«tri<t  of  Invfrue^^-  <*athi  li  «  in  Tari'n«i  di»tri«t<  in  Iri'land 
►h.ro  ?  ft»r  t*«o  r(*^or>i<  riorr  j-*****  •■»i»*n  of  faini* 

Tiir.  r-i»Kn  AI»Vn(n'IK  Mr.  J  R  h.  Ill  v  Fio?.*'ni.t«  ? 
lUiftt.:h  w!ii>  r«  pi.' •!  •%i-i :  I  aIi  iU  in-  Ma.  ALKKKT  UHKY  :  In  r<-fon*rc« 
•i  iirt*  vhoth<r  it  «*>i«l  I  boafKi»idir^  to  to  t)ii«  Uue^tion,  I  W'tild,  at  the  »aiho 
UM^o  to  lay  on  t  <e  Tab!**  of  tho  Uouto  timo,  a»k  wy  r.^ht  h<in.  Frietd  vhetlmr 
cortain  telr|p'atu%  ah.ch  form«^  an  im-  ho  hat  te<  n  •imilar  fttatementt  ezpliutly 
{loriant  ingredivot  in  the  caae.    There .  made  in  the  culumna  of    Ths   B9'^f€$i 
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yews  Litter,  and  reported  ia  The  Timet 
of  to-day. 

The  chief  SECEETART  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  in  answer  to 
the  Question  on  the  Paper,  I  have  to  saj 
that  the  authorities  in  Dublin  have  no 
official  knowledge  of  these  alleged  trans- 
actions; and  the  police  authorities  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  to  which  most  of 
the  statements  are  confined,  have  not 
heard  of  them.  In  answer  to  the  Ques- 
tion now  asked  by  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
A.  Orey),  my  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  specific  statement  to  which  he 
refers,  and  in  consequence  of  that  I  shall 
have  further  inquiries  made. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  give  No- 
tice that,  on  a  future  day,  I  will  ask  if 
the  Government  will  consider  whether 
the  wilful  and  persistent  publications  by 
newspapers  of  false  news,  calculated  to 
endanger  the  public  peace,  should  not 
be  constituted  an  offence  ? 

IRELAND  — CONDITION    OF   THE 
WESTERN   ISLES. 

Mr.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Dwyer  Gray) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  AVhether  an  in- 
spector of  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board  visited  the  Island  of  Boffin  last 
month  in  order  to  ascertain  the  condition 
of  the  potato  supply  on  the  island  and 
the  probability  of  famine ;  and,  whether 
he  can  state  the  result  of  that  inquiry  ? 

The  chief  SECRETAEY  ( Mr.  John 
Morlet)  :  An  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  visited  Boffin  Island 
last  January,  and  his  Beport  has  been 
laid  before  me.  I  expect  it  will  be  my 
duty  very  shortly  to  make  a  statement 
embodying  the  result  of  this  and  other 
inquiries  into  the  condition  of  the 
Islands  on  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland ; 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  I  believe  I  shall 
be  able  to  make  a  statement  that  will 
be  satisfactory  to  hen.  Members  in  all 
parts  of  the  House. 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)— 
ALLEGED  OUTRAGES  NEAR  DUN- 
DALK. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretanr  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Dundalk  constabulary  received  informa- 
tion recently  that  in  one  night  several 
outrages  had  been  committed  in  the 
neighbourhood,  indading  the 

Mr.  Albert  Grey 


of  windows,  setting  fire  to  a  haystack, 
and  setting  fire  to  a  dwelling  house; 
whether  the  constabulary,  on  making 
inquiry,  learned  that  these  outrages 
were  committed  by  a  landlord  and  ma« 
gistrate  in  the  locality  with  some  friends 
of  his ;  if  it  is  true  that  the  inspector  of 
police  in  Dundalk  used  his  iofluenee  to 
have  a  compromise  effected  between  the 
injured  parties  and  the  perpetrators  of 
the  outrages,  pointing  out  to  the  former 
that  it  was  only  by  suppressing  tho 
names  of  the  offending  parties  that  com- 
pensation could  be  procured  from  the 
grand  jury;  and,  whether  any  effort  has 
been  made  by  the  police  to  bring  the 
guilty  parties  to  justice?  In  putting 
this  Question  he  desired  to  substitute 
for  the  words  *'  a  landlord  and  magis- 
trate in  the  locality"  tho  words  '*  brouer 
of  a  landlord  and  magistrate  in  the 
locality." 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jomi 
Moeley)  :  The  attention  of  the  Inspec- 
tor General  has  been  called  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  he  has  thought  it  necessary  to 
order  a  special  investigation  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case ;  but  the  Re- 
port of  it  has  not  yet  reached  us. 

POOR  LAW  — DERIVATIVE 
SETTLEMENTS. 

Mb.  NORTON  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther it  is  a  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  liti- 
gation has  arisen  in  consquence  of  the 
enactments  relating  to  the  abolition  of 
derivative  settlements  comprised  in  sec- 
tion 35  of  the  Divided  l^arishes  and 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  of  1S76,  39 
and  40  Vic.  c.  61 ;  whether  the  Tadges 
of  Her  Majesty's  High  Court  of  Justice 
have  frequently  remarked,  in  their  judi- 
cial decisions,  upon  the  obscurity  of  that 
section  of  the  Act,  as  to  whether  a 
widow  does  or  does  not  derive  the  settle- 
ment of  her  deceased  hnsband ;  and, 
whether  he  will  introduce  an  explana- 
tory or  amending  Act,  with  a  view  to 
deGne  clearly  the  Law  with  regard  to 
derivative  settlements  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  J.  Chaubxr- 
laik),  in  reply,  said,  it  was  a  fact  that 
there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  litigation 
in  reference  to  this  question  of  dertva- 
tire  settlements ;  but  he  believed  the 
difficulty  had  chiefly  arisen  with  regard 
to  the  settlement  of  children,  not  of 
widows,  and  in  consequence  of  a  deot- 
sion  of  the  Conrt  of  Appeal  betsg  ia 
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(^mtradictioQ  to  pr^vioot  <It^  Uionii.     IIo  |  notwithtUndtng  any  mttUke  in  tho  IJ»| 
lH>lterod    th«t  n  riM  wat  ab<»ul  to  Im»    n^  !<»  iu  nntunt  or  datcription,  and  for 


carried  t  >  tha  !Iou«i»  of  Lorda,  wh^ra 
tha  maltar  would  ba  finally  aattlod. 
Pondinft  that  d<*ciaioD,  thi»n«  waa  no  in- 
t<»ntioa  to  introduca  a  Bill  on  tha  aub- 

j«vt. 

AUMV-THE  TK>rnNc>  OF  SIDE  AHMS. 

Mil.  SEXTnN  for  Mr.  Pwveu  Ghiy 
n A(*(l  tho  S« «  n*tarjr  of  State  for  Wor, 
\Vh««thor  th**  biijDiivtt  now  being  te-*«d 
aro  to^t«Hl  fi\i*i  on  their  riflea,  n^  thoy 
wiiuM  bouMHl  in  actual  war;  and»  if  nut, 
wh(th<*r  there  ia  to  bo  a  to<*ond  tost,  to 
a«4  ertain  ht>w  rouuj  riflca  will  stand  tho 
%train  to  which  the  surrtriug  bayonets 
h.iv«'  been  subj«M  t«'d  ? 

TiiK  sr'HVKYoU  OENKRAL  o> 
OUDNANCK  (Mr.  Wim.d\i.l)  (who  ra 

1»li«<l)  aaid  :  The  pro««*nt  triala  have  not 
M*4<n  made  with  bayonet n  fixt^d  to  the 
rittea;  !>tit  boforo  tho  barrel  of  thi* 
Martini- II onry  rido  was  adopted  it  was 
•u>»J4xtiM),  with  bayonet  fixed,  to  so 
t"%era  a  tent  of  its  stability  that  no 
doubt  is  entertainei  of  its  power  to 
withstand  in  that  regard  tho  roughest 
u«ag«*  that  may  be  t*x|H*cted  durtog  war. 
i  'onse<)U6ntly,  no  farther  test  has  been 
considered  necessary. 

rAUUAMKSTAUY   ELKCriONS-  LISTS 

OF  VoTKKS. 

Hia  HERNnAUD  SAMTELSoX 
a^kfl  th»»  I'n  -i'b»nt  of  the  L  m  aHtori*rn« 
nent  II  lard,  Whether  he  !•«  awan*  that,  in 
tho  pr**panitlon  of  the  Li«ts  of  Parlia* 
ni«*nt«iry  Votera  in  \H<i,  tho  overseers  in 
tnsny  pari«h**s  omitted  or  misdescribtHl 
<>ither  the  nature  of  the  qualtQcatifm  or 
tho  d«*««*nption  of  tho  tiualifying  pro- 

Ky  of  the  Toter,  or  both,  and  that  the 
ising  Barristers  are,  in  many  in- 
stances, not  em|>owere<l  t(»  rectify  auch 
o':.i**iiins  or  mi»d«*sefi|iti'>n'«  oTi«'|»t  upon 
d'  laraticns  or  rlaims  made  by  tho 
Yotora,  who  may  be  unaware  of  tho  de. 
f*it  in  the  Ia4ts  and,  if  aware,  can  only 
take  the  steps  necessary  to  n«ctify  them 


\e  preparation 


that  puqt'isa  to  make  any  necessary 
amendment  in  tho  Lii«t«,  and  giving 
p>wer  to  lioTising  Barristers  to  enforro 
th««  payment  of  costs  by  an  OTeri^T 
guilty  of  ne^^ligeuoe  in  th< 
of  any  L!f»t  "r 

Tiir.  SKCUETAItY  oi  STATE  ior 
Tin:  IlnME  DKPARTMKNT  (Mr. 
CiiiLDER-*  ^who  replioil  said  :  In  reply 
to  m}'  h'>n.  Fri<«nd,  I  hare  to  say  that  I 
iim  aw  aro  that  the  orerseers  in  many 
parishes  mnko  mistakes  in  tho  prapara* 
tion  of  thoir  H*ts  1  am  also  aware  that 
tho  power  of  the  lieTining  Barristera  to 
r«Htify  aiuh  mistakes  is  limited,  and 
mi(;ht  ndrantageously  be  enlarge<l ;  but 
I  do  not  think  that  a  Bill  can  well  bo 
bn>ught  in  for  this  purpose  only  inde- 
pendently of  a  general  measori*  dealing 
with  tha  registration  of  Toter«.  That, 
howerer,  is  a  matter  more  for  tht»  ]y)cal 
<fOTemment  Board  than  fur  the  Home 
<  ^fllc<« ;  and  I  hope  to  be  nble  to  confer 
with  my  right  him.  Fri<*nd  tha  Pn*«ident 
of  that  Board  on  tho  subject.  I  may, 
howerer,  say  that,  under  tho  law  as  it 
stands,  Kovising  Barristers  have  the 
power  to  fine  overs-»**rs  for  neglect ;  but 
1  do  not  think  it  p<)^«iblo  to  make  the 
overse^T  resjMjnsible  for  the  cost  of 
claimanta  incurred  in  making  the  nec«a- 
aary  amendments.  ^ 

AUMY   (APXIUAnV    KOttC'KS  -ARTIL- 
M:UY  YtiLrNTKKHS. 

Mr.  mark  STEWART  asked  tha 
Siyrretary  of  State  for  War,  If  Her  Ma* 
jc«tv*s  Government  will  make  provision 
in  tbe  K^timatea  in  the  presont  year  for 
an  additional  capitation  grant  to  tho 
Artillorr  Volunteers;  for  the  aubatitu* 
tion  of  40. pounder  rifled  gnnain  position 
for  old  82-poundera  for  batteriea;  for  a 
certain  nuni>»erof  :20|V)under  field  guna, 
nith  niTessarr  equipments  for  Corps; 
and,  aUo,  for  tho  substitution  of  Martini* 
Henry  rarbinea  for  the  old  ont^a  now  in 

use 
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at  contiderablo  troull««  and  expen«o  ;' rinrriix-Bisrsii.uiiAy' :  As  regards  the 
nnd,  whether,  pen^ling  tha  pro|»arati(m  |  capitation  grant,  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
«»f  any  p-neral  measure  d«*alin(c  with  |  Member  ti>  niv  reoent  f*]Aj  **>  *^*  J>'>'*- 
the  Ro^.«tration  of  Votm,  the  itorem*  >  Membor  for  (Vntral  Sheffiold.  The  Ar* 
meat  will  intn>«ittc«  a  short  Bdl  giving  >  tillt  ry  Volunteers  have  already  in  their 
power  to  Revising  Bsrristors  to  retain  I  piaee«sioa  160  rifl«»d  muxxle-loading  <»!• 
on  the  Lists  of  Voters  tha  name  of  every  '  pmaders  and  197  rifled  braech- loading 
pi«raon  inserted  therein  who  shall  oq 
ahowB  to  ha?a  a  propar  qualiflcatioa, 


40*poondera,  baaidaa  havinsr  at  their  dia^ 
poaal  for  pradiea,  Ac.,   77  additional 
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hands.  I  understand  that  the  three  Water 
Oompanies  in  regard  to  whoso  Bills  my 
Motion  is  directtid  have  issued  a  paper 
to-day  imputing  to  me  certain  improper 
motives  in  bringing  forward  this  pro- 
position. Now,  I  have  no  motive  what- 
ever,  except  that  of  a  consideration  for 
the  ratepayers  of  London,  whose  in- 
terests cannot  be  looked  after  except  by 
the  Metropolitan  Members,  as  they  hare 
no  real  Municipal  Institution  upon  which 
they  can  fall  back.  It  is  upon  that  ground 
that  I  deem  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
Metropolitan  Member  to  deal  with  every 
measure  which  may  appear  to  involve 
the  welfare  of  the  Metropolis,  especially 
where  there  is  a  total  absence  of  in- 
formation as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
provisions  of  a  Private  Bill  may  affect 
the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  they  re- 
present. I  may  add  that  in  making  this 
Motion  I  have  the  support  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  senior  Member  for  the  City 
of  London  (Sir  Robert  Fowler).  The 
City  of  London  have  determined  to  ap- 
pear by  counsel  against  this  Bill,  with 
a  view  of  preventing  a  large  and  un- 
necessary expenditure  from  falling  here- 
after upon  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metro- 
polis. I  have  also  had  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir  B. 
Assheton  Cross),  who  is  well  known  to 
take  a  great  interest  in  these  matters, 
and  I  believe  I  am  fairly  entitled  to 
say  that  I  have  his  sympathy  and 
goodwill  in  the  Motion  I  now  make.  I 
hope  that  in  the  interests  of  good  go- 
vernment  in  London,  and  the  preven- 
tion of  an  extravagant  outlay  of  the 
public  money  at  a  large  loss  to  the  mass 
of  the  ratepayers,  the  House  will  agree 
to  my  proposal,  which  is  simply  to  refer 
all  these  Bills  to  a  Hybrid  Committee 
under  conditions  which  will  secure  the 
representation  of  every  interest  con- 
cerned. If  this  is  done  the  expense  to 
the  ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis  will  be 
greatly  diminished,  because  they  will 
have  to  appear  before  one  Committee 
only,  instead  of  having  to  instruct  coun- 
sel to  appear  against  three  Bills  which 
may  be  heard  by  three  separate  Com- 
mittees. My  Motion  will  give  the  parties 
who  are  interested  in  opposing  the  pro- 
visions of  these  Bills  an  opportunity  of 
being  fairly  heard  on  the  matter ;  and 
there  will  undoubtedly  be  sufficient  in  the 
way  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  to 
induce  them  to  devote  their  attention  to 

iff.  ThorM£cg0r$ 


this  branch  of  water  finance,  with  a  view 
of  making  it  as  little  onerous  to  the  rate- 
payers as  possible.  I  bejg  to  move  that 
this  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee in  the  terms  of  the  Motion  which  I 
have  placed  upon  the  Paper. 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON:  I  beg  to 
second  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Southwark  (Mr.  Thorold  Eogers). 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  ond  of  the  Question,  to  add  tha  wonl«, 
'*  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  Nino 
Members,  Five  to  be  nominated  by  the  Hou^  % 
and  Fonr  by  the  Committee  of  selection/*  - 
{Mr.  Thorold  Aog*r9,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  AEERS-DOUOLAS  :  I  trust  tho 
House  will  allow  me  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  Motion  in  favour  of  the  Bill  which 
is  now  under  consideration.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Thorold  Hogers)  has  said 
that  certain  motives  have  been  attributed 
to  him  in  papers  alleged  to  have  been 
put  forth  by  the  Water  Companiee — I 
think  he  said  to-day.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  have  not  seen  those  papera, 
nor  shall  I,  or  tha  Company  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  attribute 
any  personal  motives  to  the  hon.  Member 
on  this  occasion.  The  object  of  this  par- 
ticular Bill— the  Lambeth  Water  Bill- 
is  to  raise  the  sum  of  150,000  by  means 
of  Debenture  Stock  at  4  per  cent,  and  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  an  ever- 
increasing  district.  The  district  sup- 
plied by  the  Lambeth  Water  Company 
is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  someUung 
like  4,000  houses  every  year;  and  tho 
Company  ask  to  be  aUowed  to  supply 
this  increasing  district  with  an  incrsksed 
water  supply.  In  the  year  1983  ths 
Company  applied  to  the  House  for 
power  to  raise  a  capital  sum  of 
£375,000.  Of  that  sum  only  £75,000 
were  granted  bj  the  Committee,  pre- 
sided over,  I  believe,  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  senior  Mem- 
ber for  the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Plunket).  Looking  at  the  Beport  of 
that  Committee,  I  Hud  it  is  stated  that 
the  Preamble  of  the  Bill  was  proved; 
but  that,  having  regard  to  the  fioport 
of  the  Committee  on  the  London  Water 
Supply  in  1880,  they  were  not  willing 
to  grant  powers  beyond  what  were  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  meet  the  aotual 
demands  of  the  public  which  might  in- 
terfere  with  future   legislation.    Hie 
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Axnoaal  of  Mpital  auUioriB«d  to  bo ' 
r«i*rd  under  tlie  litU  wa«,  tben^foro,  ' 
hiuitfid  to  £76.000.  Wh«t  W6  a«k  for  , 
now  it  aimpljT  tho  in«>aot  of  liring  from  | 
haoJ  to  mouth,  and  in  order  that  w«»  may 
bo  «>uabK««l  to  carrj  out  tho  n«*<  t't^nry  ■ 
n««iuirrni«nt4  of  thu  evcu^inrreafiiug  du-  , 
Diand.  At  that  time,  whon  tho  (>owor  , 
to  raiio  an  additional  cnpilal  of  £7t'>,0()0 
Wat  |^ant**d  br  tho  rommitt<»o  to  tho 
(%impaoy,  thoro  was  a  sum  of  £lK),0()0 
in  hand,  and  tho  annual  «»k {Hindi tur<»  on 
capital  worka  amountisl  to  aomething 
])kM  £50,000  a-yt*ar.  Moro  than  two- 
thirds  of  tho  amount  grantt»d  in  18H3, 
Inaidea  tho  £90,(UiU  in  nand,  haro  b4*<*u 
cxpond<sl,  in  ord4«r  to  m4H«t  th«»^  ro- 
c)  iirvmenta ;  and  I  do  not  think,  thoro- 
foro,  that  tho  Ijiniloth  Watc*r  i'.>m- 
pan  J  aro  a»ki  ug  for  very  much  in 
ihff  y^ty  mo<lei»t  amount  of  incr«»ai%«Hl 

4  ipital  thoy  haro  in^ortod  in  tho  Bill. 
If  th«i  Milium  of  thn  hon.  Member  for 

5  >uthwark  i«  larriinl  tho  (\)Uipauy  will 
bo  put  to  a  grioUy  iurr«'a»<Hi  oxponM* ; 
ati'l  thuy  will  b«*  obliged  to  admit,  a»  j 
rt*litionrra  agaiust  the  Bill,  |M>nM>nfi 
wlicao  ilnimn  liaro  not  bo<»u  ru^i^cd  by 
th<*  prop4*r  auth<»rititfl  of  thu  lli>u^o. 
Th«*  h'»n.  M«*!ulH*r  for  Southwark  If r. 
Tt.t>rtild  Uogf-r*  aUudt^l  to  tho  fait  t!iat 
tho  <  orporati(»n  of  tho  City  of  l^>ndoo 
itif«*nd  to  prt«««nt  a  Petition  againat  the 
Itul.  WMI,  Hir,  if  tho  authoriti«*a  of 
th  •  Oity  «)f  I^tndon  ropro«ont«»d  horo  by 
th«*  hon.  Bamnot  tho  Konior  Mombft  for 
tho  City  Sir  Hobort  Ft>wlor)  intoud  to 
p«  titioo  again%t  tho  Bill,  I  would  auk 
«hy  thoy  did  not  poiition  againat  it  in  | 
the  ordinary  way,  and  allow  their  IVt:- 
t  «>n  to  gti  hrforo  tho<  *ourt  of /#<*%•  stsnJt ' 
I  really  d  >  ni>t  m'o  tho  alightott  reason 
why  thi«  Bill  ahoold  not  l>o  tr«*atod  in 
\U**  ordinary  way.  If  it  i^  »oi.t.  in  th«* 
u«>inl  man  nor,  bt^foro  a  SoK*  t  (^■mrliit• 
t«^*  up*tair4,  tho  puldii  iutoyo*t«  «.ll  l>o 
duly  guard««<l  by  th<«  Mctntpo'.itAn  B«>ard 
cf  \Vorka,  who  havo  alro^dy  petit i<»n«<<l 
axainst  tho  Bill,  and  wh«*v  lV*.iti>»n  ha« 
b«*eo  paaainl  by  the  author  it io«  «*f  th«« 
Court  of  iitrms  it4nd%,  Tueu,  I  tru»t.  j 
Without  taking  up  furthrr  ttii«t\  that  the  \ 
II«*-i*o  will  not  agroo  to  tho  M«'tion  of 
tho  hon.  M4*nib«r  for  S'tutliwark  ^Mr. 
Ihiirild  I{ogar«\  I  tak«#  it  that,  if 
tlc-tf  la  any  r«al  objo<tion  t>  tho  prin- 
npio  of  tho  Bill,  tha  |  r«»|*<>r  tourae  would 
ha%o  biHin  to  c.upo*o  the  aaomd  reading 
of  it,  and  that  it  ia  not  di-airablo  now  to 
depart  fron  the  ordioary  ooofoo  of  r»* 


forriog  a  Prirato  Bill  which  haa  boon 
road  a  aooond  time  to  a  Sdect  Con* 
mittoe. 

Mm.  T.  n.  BOLTON:  The  hon. 
Membor  who  haa  ju^t  addroi^^eil  tho 
H«>u<io  tfllii  UM  that  it  i^  the  duty  of  tho 
llotn>|N>litdn  B^Minl  of  Worka  to  takti 
charge  of  tho  op|H>Mtion  againut  thia 
Bill,  and  that  they  have  already  bo<*n 
grant4Ml  a  lotus  9tamd%, 

Mtt.  HrKAKKli:  The  hon.  Mombor 
is  not  in  Order  in  »p<*aking  again,  in* 
aamuch   aa    ho    aeconded    tho  Amend 
mot^t. 

The  (MIAIUMAN  or  WAYS  aj«t> 
MKANS  (Mr.  tWaTNKY,:  If  thia  Bill 
were  tho  only  Bill  relating  to  tho  aupply 
of  wator  to  tho  Xfetntpolia  ohifh  haa 
lMN>n  intriMlutVil  thia  8e«iiion,  I  think 
thoro  woultl  be  much  fono  in  tho  objo4** 
tiona  whi«*h  havu  been  raia«»d  by  tho 
hon.  Mot)ibor  for  Kfot  Mr.  Akera- 
Douglaa).  But  it  will  l»o  obaerred  that 
there  are  two  other  BiUa  which  alao 
doal  with  the  aupply  of  water  to  part^of 
tho  Metn»|M»liti ;  and  tho  throe  Bill8,takun 
tog**: her,  cover  a  Tory  large  pro|K>rtion 
ot  tho  whole  M«*tn>{MilitAna  upply.  Cpou 
that  gnmnd  I  contolvo  thoro  may  bo 
ro  iHona  for  departing  frt>m  tho  onlinary 
Utile  of  tho  liouno  t4>  rofor  Prirato  Bills 
to  the  conaideration  of  a  Select  (\>mmit- 
too  of  four  Mem  bora  of  tho  Houao,  and 
for  referring  tho»o  particular  Billa  \o  a 
Hybrid  (  ommitt««o.  I  am  aorry  to  aay 
that  the  prartuo  of  referring  IVirato 
B1II4  to  Hybrid  (^>nlt^itt«t»a  ia  rather  a 
gn>wingon«-;  and  1  think  it  ought  to 
bo  wat(  h«Ml  with  a  c<>rtain  amount  of 
tare.  It  muat  be  remombortKl  that  it 
o|H»na  th^  d  M>r  tj  a  g«>od  deal  of 
wrangling  with  rogani  to  the  proriaiona 
of  a  Bill,  and  that  it  inrolvea  aeonaider- 
ab!o  amount  of  expenae  being  thrown  on 
thfM>i>n<«umers  t>f  water,  aa  Wfll  aa  up<>n 
t'loMo  who  supply  tho  wator.  But,  at 
the  aatiiO  time,  I  think  that  it  i^poaaihlo 
to  m«*4>t  tliM  paitiiular  rs%o  in  a  aatia- 
fat  tory  manner  by  a  m«Hliti«ation  of  tii^ 
pi<»p«  K^\  of  my  hon.  FrIeo«i  Mr.  Thort>|(l 
K<igori»\  He  pritp laea  to r^f<-r  thia  and 
•  »th(r  Bill«  to  a  Hvbrid  (Vimmittot*  1 1  bo 
notiiinat<Ml  by  the  Hou«o  and  tho  (%»m- 
mitt«*4«  of  S4d<Htioo,  and  t4)  allow  all 
IVtitiona  again%t  the  Bill  prea<«nt«d  not 
later  than  aix  daya  U*fon«  the  me«>tiog 
of  the  (^immitt«•e  to  Ik*  r«  f *  rrt*d  t4>  tho 
<*>inmitt4o,  giving  the  IVti*ioneni  tho 
nght  of  l»eing  hevd  against  the  Bill  by 
tuunaol,  afoota,  and  witoeaaoi.     Now,  I 
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think  that  that  amounts  to  an  invitation 
for  the  presentation  of  Petitions  which 
may  be  carried  out  to  an  alarming  and 
unnecessary  extent.  I  think  it  is  quite 
sufficient  that  we  should  allow  such 
PetitioDers  tobo  heard  before  the  Hybrid 
Committee  who  presented  their  Petitions 
within  the  time  allowed  by  the  Standing 
Orders.  In  that  case  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  London,  as  well  as  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  will  be 
heard  in  opposition  to  the  Bill ;  and  the 
two  acting  together  may  be  fairly  taken 
to  represent  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers  of  the  Metropolis.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  propose  to  amend  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South- 
wark  (Mr.  Thorold  Rogers)  by  omitting 
the  words  ''  presented  not  later  than  six 
days  before  the  meeting  of  the  Commit- 
tee," with  the  object  of  having  the  Bills 
referred  to  the  Committee  in  the  usual 
way  ;  and  upon  that  understanding  I 
would  advise  the  House  to  assent  to  the 
Motion. 

Mr.  THOKOLD  ROGERS :  I  have 
no  objection  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
my  hon.  Friend. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committee  to 
consist  of  Nine  Members,  Five  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  I  have  now  to 
move  the  next  paragraph  in  an  amended 
form — 

'"That  all  PetiUons  against  the  BiU,  pre- 
sented within  the  time  limited  by  the  Standing 
Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee ;  and  that 
such  of  the  Petitioners  as  pray  to  be  heard  by 
themselves,  their  Counsel,  Agents,  or  Wit- 
naues,  be  heard  upon  their  Petitions,  if  they 
think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  against  such  Petitions." 

Mb.  thorold  ROGERS :  I  have 
no  objection. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Ordered  accordingly. 

80UTHWARK  AND  VAUXHALL  WATER 

BILL. 

8EC0ND  USABIKO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mb.  thorold  ROGERS :  I  beg  to 
move  the  Motion  which  stands  on  the 
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Paper  in  my  name,  simply  altering  the 
form  of  it  so  as  to  make  it  in  accordance 
with  the  Motion  just  passed  by  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  Lambeth  Water 
BDl. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committoe 
to  consist  of  Nine  Members,  Five  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill« 
presented  within  the  time  limited  by  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ;  and 
that  such  of  the  Petitioners  as  pray  to  be  heard 
by  themselves,  their  Counsel,  Agents,  or  Wit- 
nesses,  bo  heard  upon  their  Petitions,  if  tboy 
think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  fayonr  of  thV 
Bill  against  such  Petitions.  —  {Mr,  Thorvfd 
Rogen^ 

NOTICE   OF  RESOLUTIOX, 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND) -EMPLOYMEXT 

OF  THE  MILITARY  FORCES  OP 

THE  CROWN. 

Mr.  lewis  gave  Notice  of  Motion 
for  a  Return  of  the  number  of  cases  in 
which,  during  the  last  two  years,  188 1 
and  1885,  the  Military  Forces  of  the 
Crown  have  been  employed  in  carrying 
out  evictions  of  tenants  of  land,  or  lands 
and  houses,  distinguishing  each  county 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  I  shall  oppose  the  Motion. 

Mr.  LEWIS :  Having  regard  to  that 
fact,  I  beg  to  give  Notice  that  I  shall 
ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  L'eland  will 
voluntarily  lay  on  the  Table  the  Betum 
I  ask  for  ? 

Mr.  SEXTON:  And  I  shall  ask,  in 
that  case,  whether  the  Return  by  the 
GK>vemment  will  be  so  extended  as  to 
make  it  of  any  use? 

QUESTIONS. 


THE  METROPOLITAN  POUCS  FORCE. 

Mh.  HOWARD  VINCENT  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart* 
mont,  Whether,  for  the  efficiency  of  the 
police  and  the  convenience  of  the  public, 
he  will  take  immediate  steps  to  provide 
a  proper  head  quarters  for  the  Metro* 
politan  Police  Force,  with  adequate 
office  and  barrack  accommodation,  and 
offering  sufficient  fadlittes  for  the  train* 
ing,  and,  when  necessary,  the  concen- 
tration of  policemen,  in  hen  of  the  pre* 
sent  collection  of  inferior,  detaehed,  and 
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in  ••nT(*nieiit  hou^M  held  oo   I«>A*f^<«  at' 
I-  *s\\x  rrntaU,  vhich  c«>a«tituto  the  Mo- 
I .-  •!»  >lit«n  Polire  Forr«,  io  the  thoroui^h- 
f  ifo4  of  Urettt  S<«otliiud  Yard  and  While 
l.tll  riacfiy 

Tkk  SKrRETART  <>f  STATE  (Mr 
rint.t».H4  :  In  n*p]y  to  the  (iu<Mlon  t>f 
f  i(«  hon.  <f<*ntlen)an»  I  am  fuUj  awaro  of 
t};««  prr<w«nt  inconrenient  and  unaatiafac^ 
t  irj  character  of  tho  buildinjr^  com- 
|-r  MMfif  the  hoad-qunrten  of  the  {H>lioe 
ut  "^titiand  Yard,  and  it  i^  one  of  the 
111  ittor^t  thtt  nill  <iigago  my  fM*ri>Mi4  nt- 
t««i.tion  in  v  mnoctiua  vith  the  forth- 
1'  iiiing  iDfiuiry. 

Mtt  W  II.  SMirn :  Will  the  right 
li  n  (}(*titlcnifin  be  kind  enough  to  miy 
^)p:h'*r  ho  \u\%  now  formed  hin  <'om- 
im:M'«»  of  Inquiry  into  tl:**  orgnni/ ition 
<if  lh«»  MotroiMihtau  l\»hre;  whether  it 
ii:II  inrlu'le  uth«*r  nam«*«  V.ixxx  thoA4>  al* 
ri  fly  m«*i)titmtHl  to  the  Hou^o ;  and, 
ii}.«*th<«r  t)in  Ho|M>rt  of  th^  (  ommittee 
Milt  be  )ni«l  on  the  Table  of  the  IIou-Mty 

Ma.  (  (ilI.I»Ki:S:  I  Matid  that  one 
of  the  Mernbi-r*  of  th**  |>rt>p«  h^mI  Com- 
luittee  under  my  Chairnianfihip  will  bo 
t*i«»  uen  t*hi<'f  f'omnii»-u»ner  of  l\»lit»», 
« *i  r  iur«4\  until  li<«  i*  appoitit«>d,  I  cannot 
<!•  !iriit«*ly  say  who  %itli  ronmtittito  tlio 
(*»mmit*t'o,  I  did  not  limit  the  (\»m- 
:  .-tt^«  to  the  nam<  %  I  mentioned  to  the 
H'Mimn  th«*  other  day.  Aa  to  the  lant 
y  irt  of  th«'  Uitr*»ti<>n.  I  imagine  tlit>re  i«i 
lio  dotibt  that  the  Kf|M)rt  will  be  laid 
up  tn  th*»  Tabbs  It  i<  n«'t  u-'ial  t«)  «<ay  m> 
1 -r'trfbrni'l ;  but  1  thif.k  I  ninv  «»av  it 
u  .1  be  pri-%«  nt«»il,  thiMigb,  p<*rha|  •».  ywx 
!•:  thn  r^i  i4<n4  4>  vibi<H  uioy  rrUto  to  the 
'i'-'tttive  |H>lito  C'tild  n<^t  be  laid  upon 
:}.•»  Table. 

Mk.    ST(- art  .  WhKTLEY    ankwi 

«  :i««ther  the  right  hon.  Gontlemnn  would 
t  i%e  care  that,  b<>ft>re  any  d«*(  iMon  wan  ' 
takf^n  aa  to  th<*  di«p<»«al  of  th«*  ra*  ant  . 
gr  ind  adjoining  tho  pr«^4*nt  p**!!!  e  »ta-  J 
?. -n  at  King  Strt»«t,  We*tniin*t«T.  tho 
li*r,««««  of  that  ikit*'  to  b"  d«  \oii«i,  i  ith«»r  [ 
w  h'lly  or  in  pirt.  to  the  i»r»<  tion  of  n«»w  . 
(•'fitral  p  ili*'«»  ot!ic«'*  for  tli»>  Metrop«>1i«, 
•  ?.  •  i!d  brt  follv  r<in«iib'T»»l? 

Mi:   (illLPKi:**:  Th^re  were  n.-me 
i'.t«  r»  Ming  Vti\  «"r<  <  n  th  it  »iibjr«  t  pf  ••• 
•••nt^Nl  many  years  atro.  t>  which   I  in-  ] 
t<*iid  to  refer  in  c^ndut  ting  th**  inquiry. 

I.AW  AND  Jf*»THK    '**N)Tl-\XP  -TIIK 

rK«xru.\Tt)U  n>rAL  «>k  okknkv.    \ 

Ma.  LYKLLaakedthc  Lord  .\dT«>rat<\  I 
Whether  the  receot  prMocalioft  of  Ui« 


Rot.  Mnthew  Armour,  at  Kirkwall,  was 
und«*rtaken  after  conimuniration  with  the 
Crown  Office,  or  on  the  oob*  reenonst* 
bility  of  thf  Tmcurator  Fincal  of  ( )rkney ; 
whether  tho  Procurator  Fincal  of  Orkney, 
in  addition  to  his  official  dutii^a,  act<«  aa 
law  agent  to  a  number  of  ( *on»<*rTatiTe 
landed  pntpriet^^rs  in  the  county;  and, 
wh<*ther  the  Procurator  FiM^al  in  quen* 
tiim  is  tho  »nm«*  ofBciul  whow  proce«>d- 
ing4  in  connection  with  a  ca«e  arising 
out  of  a  thr(»at«*ning  letter  rer«»iTed  by 
Gt<neral  Hurriaighii  was  last  year  brought 
b€»fore  thi*  non'»«»y 

MR.MA(*lM»NALD(^AMKHO\ask<Kl 
tho  liord  .Vtlvojate,  If  his  attrntion  has 
boen  calbnl  to  a  report  in  7A^  ihlnf^ 
I/* raid  of  tho  2.)rd  of  December  lost, 
wln»ro  it  w.»«»  state^l  that  seren  m«'n  wf^ro 
nc*  UH-d  bffon^ShiTifFThom^of  BO-csllcd 
rioting  at  the  late  General  Kbftiun,  and 
that  one  of  the*te  mi^n  was  S4*nt  to  prison 
ftir  a  p<>riod  t»f  10  days  without  the 
option  of  a  fine,  altliough  he  did  nothing 
at  the  riotH  except  appear  as  on«'  of  tho 
crowd  ;  and,  whether  the  right  hon.  and 
l<*am<Ml  Gentleman  would  inquire*  into 
the  admini««tration  of  justice  in  Kirk- 
wall? 

Tin.  LORD  ADVorATK(Mr.  J,  R. 
lUi  liU'tt'^.  in  nqdy,  <ud.  that  tho  remit 
pn>*«-4-uti«in  of  tho  li^^r,  Mr.  Armour  was 
(ind«rtak*'n  witlnMit  r<miniuniratioa  with 
th«»  ( 'rt)wn  ( )l!i<rt.  Various  riot*  occurrvtl 
at  the  tim«*  of  the  elertion,  and  the 
^horitf  Trinrlpal  of  the  county,  Mr. 
lii'UU",  perwmar.y  inTe»ligat«'d  and  di»*- 
|m»^4m|  of  M*Tcral  <»f  th««  csm*^  ;  but  brforo 
all  «)f  them  were  tn<iuire<l  into  he  had  to 
Uaxv  for  ('aithn<*<^s  wh«*re  there  had 
been  a  numWr  of  inr«  ndiary  fires ;  and 
hftdireitcd  the  Sherill  Substitute — Mr. 
Menri**<i^aIong  with  the  PrKurator 
Fi»<al  and  Shtriff  Cletk,  to  make  the 
nec«>^Miry  iuTcMigation  in  regard  to  riot- 
ing at  Sanday.  As  tho  n^ult  of  the 
in\fstigatiun,'  the  tfheriff  S'lb^tiluto 
dint  !.tl  that  certain  p4*rs«ms  should  be 
I  111  1  f4>r  riotiii*:.  and  that  the  lt<«r.  Mr. 
.\nu4>ur  shouhl  l>e  churgtHl  on  a  charge 
•if  brt>aih  of  the  p4'ai  <*.  These  direct iot.n 
wrr<M  arried  out  by  th«»  rnicurat4»r  Fi»«  al, 
m\v*,  in  add.ti4m  to  his  othiial  duties 
04  *•  as  law  ag«-nti  for  sundry  landlor4ls 
at.d  propri<«tors,  some  of  whom  are  Con- 
^«*rtntivtfs,  and  some  of  whom  are 
Lib.»ral  The  Tr  <  urator  Fiscal  is  the 
•tamo  otlitial  wLo  ar^d  ahmg  with  at.d 
und«T  the  diretti*  n  of  Sheritf  Thorns  in 
tavceligaaon  of  the  caae  of  a  thteaUtt* 
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ing  letter  received  by  General  Burroughs 
— an  act  which  was  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House.  In  reference  to 
the  second  Question  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Wick  Burghs,  he  was  aware 
that  there  was  a  riot  that  took  place  at 
Kirkwall,  and  there  were  certain  con- 
victions ;  and  he  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  Depart- 
ment to  remit  some  of  the  sentences, 
and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  see  cause  to  do  so.  He  was  not 
aware  of  the  particulars  of  these  cases  ; 
but  if  Notice  were  given  he  would  make 
inquiries.  He  knew  generally,  however, 
that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  rioting  at 
that  election,  and  that  the  Sheriff,  who 
was  responsible  for  the  peace  of  the 
county,  took  himself  the  superintendence 
of  the  investigations  until  he  was  obliged 
to  go  to  Caithness  in  regard  to  the  in- 
cendiary fires. 

Mb.  MACDONALD  CAMERON :  I 
wish  to  explain [**  Order,  order !  "] 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALVOUR :  If  there  is 
anything  more  my  hon.  Friend  desires, 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  get  the  necessary 
information. 

Mb.  MACDONALD  CAMERON :  It 

is  not  in  regard  to  that ['*  Order, 

order!"]  You  have  not  answered  the 
Question. 

Db.  CAMERON  :  Can  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, at  his  convenience,  state  to  the 
House  what  were  the  expenses  con- 
nected with  the  Sanday  riots  ? 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  gives  Notice  I  will  endea- 
vour to  find  out. 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  -PRIVI- 
LEGE—INTERFERENCE OF  PEERS  AT 
ELECTIONS. 

Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON  asked  Mr.  Attor- 
ney  General,  Whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  interference  of  certain  Lords  of 
Tarliament  in  the  election  of  Members 
of  this  House,  especially  in  the  Metro- 
polis, by  those  liords  sending  their 
carriages  and  hired  servants  to  convey 
voters  to  the  poll ;  and,  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  Resolution  of  this  Houco, 
which  declares  that — 

**  It  is  a  high  infrinii^einent  of  the  liberties 
and  priTi leges  of  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  any  Lord  of  Parliament  .  .  . 
to  concern  himself  in  the  electioa  of  Hembera 
to  serve  the  Commons  in  Parliament," 

he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  advising 

ne  Lord  AdtoraU 


proceedings  to  support  the  Resolation 
of  this  House  ? 

Colonel  BROOKFIELD  a^ked.  whe- 
ther the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  aware  of  and  would  inquire  into 
the  interference  of  certain  Lords  of  Par- 
11  amen t  in  the  election  of  Members  of 
this  House,  especially  in  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire;  whether  he  was 
aware  also  that  the  interference  of  a 
Lord  of  Parliament  in  one  case  took  the 
form  of  sending  £1,000  to  an  election 
committee  for  election  purposes  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Charles  Russell),  in  reply,  said,  that 
he  was  not  aware  of  the  matters  to 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Rye  referred ;  but  perhaps  he  would 
put  hie  Question  on  the  Notice  Paper,  in 
which  case  inquiries  should  be  made. 
As  regarded  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Pancras  (Mr.  T.  H. 
Bolton),  it  was  the  fact  that  carriages 
had  been  sent  by  Peers  to  convey  Totere 
to  the  poll.  As  to  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  relating  to  the  liberties  and 
Privileges  of  the  Commons,  he  must 
repeat  what  he  said  the  other  day — that 
that  was  not  a  subject  which  was  at  all 
in  any  special  sense  within  his  sphoro 
of  duty.  It  was  a  matter  for  the 
House  to  deal  with ;  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  desired  information  with  regard 
to  it,  he  should  address  his  Question  to 
the  Leader  of  the  House.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  latter  part  of  the  Question, 
he  did  not  propose  to  offer  an  opioion 
about  it,  unless  it  was  asked  by  the  Go- 
vernment. 

THE  COINAGE. 

Mr.  S.  MONTAGU  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  coinage;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  about  sixty  millions,  or  in 
other  words  sixty  out  of  every  hundred, 
of  the  gold  coins  in  circulation  have 
ceased  to  bo  legal  tender,  in  coosequenco 
of  their  worn  condition ;  and  that,  in 
consequence,  many  millions  in  gold  lie 
idle  in  the  hands  of  bankers  and  others ; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  silver  cur- 
rency, originally  issued  at  a  premium  of 
loss  than  ten  per  cent.,  is  now,  owing  to 
the  diminiehed  value  of  the  metal,  cir- 
culating at  a  fictitious  value  of  forty  per 
cent,  when  of  full  weight,  and  fifty  per 
cent,  when  worn,  above  its  market 
price;  whether  he  has  reason  to  fear 
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i!l«,;al  Coiling*  in  coii.tiqucnco ;  whothor '  aro  no  o!l:<'r  <li.«-utiti  nt*  ttt.Mh  oiulJ 
ii»  ha«  dir(>ito<l  Any  inquiry  into  tiin  |iroiK>rly  Im«  l*i<l  u|Min  th«  I'liblo;  liut 
litactiro  (if  imf-orting  Frciion  ono  and  my  ri^iit  lion.  kn<l  IvarntHi  Frinnd  tha 
t  «•>  »oU4  |iioi (••  and  |>ut(itiK  thvm  into  lato  I/-ir<I  AdviHiiti'  ntid  I  will  Itorinily 
tin  Illation,  nt  •  profit  of  about  tiro  por  to  ^ivo  full  iuforniAtion  to  tli»  Kouik*  m 
«i«nt  ;  and,  «li«<ih>'r  ho  Ims  any  r<>a*oti  to  tho  (mu*<<<  of  tli»  di«iuii>«al  if  any 
to  fi'ar  that  llio  ultiiuato  Xo*.^  arii>iu|{  out  <{Ui>stiuii  in  rogard  to  it  ia  raii><-d. 
of  thiit  iin|Mirtatiou  may  fall  u|oa  tlto  I 
I..K(n.r  <  1b»mii ?  St'oTlJlSD  -AUUKAliS  OK  RATIX  IN 

TiiEClIANOELLMIJor  riir.KX<'HE-  .sK\K. 

•  il'KU  Sir  WuuAJi  ll*R...t  III;:  A,  to  '  y,  KIlASKK-MACKINToSH  aakcU 
tho  tiMt  two  parts  of  tho  Uuplion.  iho  „,^  Sv.rHarv  f..r  S-.tland.  \Vl...th..r.  in 
n  tual  li„-.ir.M  and  the  wli.lo  circuiu-  „,^  p.K  „l,»r'oircHm*tan«..,  of  tho  l.land 
»tano.  ,  oitht.  ujatt.  r  w.r-  »|roUi:  it  1...-    „f  ^"1^    .  ,j         ,.„j  ,,^.  ^j„  ,  ,,,, 

f..r»th..  ll..UM.I.ytiiyriKl»th«n.  In.nd     i,,,.!/,,,  „',„  n^^,^  U«turna  alowinir 
tho  Homo  S.H  r.  Ury  two  yonra  aK-..    A*  ,  „.^  ,,„.,„  j„  ,,,,  ^^oU  Maud,   aa  at 
..  tho  n..xt  two  part«  on  tho  .u  .j..  t  ..f    , ^^^  !.',.,„„,,-,  „f  ^.|,.„,i .„,i  ,^^„ „,,,, 

"'■•  ••'"•'  «;'''«''»fr'  "  ».,»"••  "•«»  V''"  undor  tlio  ho.d.  of  landlonU.  t«nanU 
pnmium  at  whivh  our  ■..Ivj-r  c-m  cir- '        •„     ,„^,  ^.,„  ,„j  j,^.„j, 

V      ?i  "^TT  ^  ••  •S«t.d ;  Ijut  I  louin.    ^^j,     „„,,..,  ^^,^  ../^„y 
fn.m  tho  Mint  Authoriti....  that  thore  i.        t^,,^  SECKKTAKY  ro»  S('t»TLAXI) 
n.  npiir..  uuM.m  of  illo^-al .-  .inaKo,  and,      ^^  Tbevilyas,  :  Tho  Itoard  of  Supir- 
indotM  .  that  thyr*  i»  no  auch  thing  a.  ■  ,j^„„  int„„d„l  to  obtain  Koturnn  of  iho 
f..r^'.  .1  .  Uor  cm.     W  ith  ropard  to  the  j  ,^,„  ^f  ^t,,  ^^  „„  ,„.pi„„i„jj  „f 

topp..r  0  .inaRo  wo  all  know  then,  i-  April,  in  which  tho  inf..rmati..n  aa  to 
a  .^rtam  numbor  of  amall  c.ppor  or  ■  „;„  .,^..„  ^^  ^.,,„,,  ,.,„  ^1,;,.^  „y 
br«nr.;ro,u«iniimrtodfr.mJranc,.;bul  ,,„„  p^,.„.i  ^j,,,,.,  ^,  ^  ^,„  i,,.  i„. 
thcro  I,  no  reovm.  howovor.  to  think  U  ,  ,,^,j^^  .j.,,„„  j,  ,  jj,,;.  ^j,  ^,,„„t  .,i,. 
I.  dofio  for  piiriw,  'a  of  ptoht.  and  >n  "  .^j,,;,  f„  ,„.„t  l{..,„r,„.  „  tl.o  duti** 
any   ra...   no   in-onreniouoo  ha«    ben      .  j,,.,  i„„,. ,.,..„  „,  ,i,„  p,,,,,  ,,.  »» 

l..o»«|  to  oi.v  ^     ,,    .       .,      i.r..ont  rt-ry  on-rou*.     Tho  bo^t  plan 

Ma    BUo|,KICK:   Could  tho  r.^ht    [.j,,  ,,..  f..,  ,f,..„  ,t..j„^.  ,.,  i,„  ,.i,..»„  i„ 

l.on.«.ontl.inan«.-i.v  whcthorhoint-.i,,!«  |,„„.i  .t  .  uco.  and  put  into  tl.o  ahapo. 
to  ro  iotrodu.o  tho  Bill  for  tho  d.l.nMnK  „  ,„  „  j,  ,._^„  ,,„  i....„„.pli,l„.d.  whl, h 
of  tho  Kold  «•  .inaK.\  or  (.th«rai.«  donl-    ^j,,  ,„,,,  „,,.  ^j^^,.^  „,  ^«    ,,.,„  p.^j,.,,,, 

''.'«*'•''  "•l^"  •*"  mt^.lu.od  by  »"» .  Wh.n  I  havo  p.i  thorn   thoy  will   Im> 
's.a  WILLIAM  HAlirorUT:  I  jo '''•'*''»'"'»''* '^•"•• 

not  think  that  ia  a  U-i.-.tion  w  hioh  ou^ht  |    „tE,.ANI>-RAKKI.iai  Ki  iR  LAXDS  t.K 

tu  t>«  put  to  tuc.     It  (Ih*"!  not  Ari«o  out 

of  my  r..plT.  and  I  do  n- 1  n.o^ni/o  a  PKoTK>lAXT  LASLUiRDS. 


liiil  hy  that  (1«  »«*n{>tioD  ;  thcrt*fi>ro  I  am 
not  pr(*|)artMl  to  «tjB«rr  it. 

S<<>TL.\Nn-THK  >HERIFK  OLKHK 

MtrrrK  ok  hKvr 

M».  FKAsLR.M.M'KINrnSIU^ked 
i\\v  **«-«'r*  tarj  f  r  >.  Mtl.mil.  \Vhflli»T  ho 
mil  hijr  iij»  n  ('»•»  Tn*  lo  of  th"   ll«»n»i». 


Mb  HKXTON   forMr.  DwtcrOiiay 

a»k«Hi  the  Thief  Secretary  to  the  I»rd 

Lieutenant  uf  Ireland*  Whether  there  ia 

acy  truth  in  the  statement  published  in 

Tk$   Pufiltn    /^tff/y    Jtjpr^$0  and   «uh««*. 

quentir  in  7'A#  Timm  la«t  month  and  n*- 

|M>rted*in  7A#  ^V.  Jart^s't  (UutU  of  thn 

1  i«th  in«tant,  on  tho  authority  of  a  h  ttor 

rafter*  c«>rr»f»  ti^l    %n*h    tho    diKii)i<iMil  |  *' fr«»m  aro»|H)n4i)»lo  |>or.M.ii  lu  In  land  to 

f(«>iu  hi«  ••!!«  t  i>f  Mr  I^i(Cal  lMar]>t«  hlan,  '  a   dii»*iri|rui<«htKl    porton   in    KuKland,*' 
\  ----- 

^h.ro?  ]  for  the  rt'^ or»i«  unrx  |H»«#*'»*ioii  tif  fatm« 

THKr^»UI»AI^V<M  VIK  Mr.  J  R  h.  I  llv  Tios  a»M.t»? 
Hu.iot  H  who  r4|>Ii**i  »«il :  I  »li.i!l  in-  Ma.  a\LHKKT  (iHKY  :  In  nfonrc*) 
<|Utra  whotht  r  it  iit>ul  1  ho  «•  ^I'rdir  ^  to  to  thi«  Uue^tion,  I  would,  at  the  raii.o 
uaaj^e  to  la^  on  t  >e  Talo«*  of  tho  lluuto  time,  a»k  my  fi^ht  hon.  Friet<l  whettjor 
cortain  telegrams  ah.ch  formed  an  im-  ho  has  ae*  n  similar  *tatettenta  explit  itly 
|Mirtant  ingredient  in  the  caee.    There ,  made  in  tho  columna  of    Th4   B^lJ^ki 


i«uik  ii.;*>iit,   iNirtroo,   »t.«riir  rlork  do-  I  to  tho  •  !!* « t  that  nitllea  are  being  h<-ld  by 
>•!**•  of  the  >k\o  Ih^tri't  of  IbVon<o«n-    <*n*hoI.(  «  in  iari<  ii«  dt^trittt  in  Iroland 
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yews  Zeiter,  and  reported  in  The  Timee 
of  to-day. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  in  answer  to 
the  Question  on  the  Paper,  I  have  to  saj 
that  the  authorities  in  Dublin  have  no 
official  knowledge  of  these  alleged  trans- 
actions; and  the  police  authorities  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  to  which  most  of 
the  statements  are  confined,  have  not 
heard  of  them.  In  answer  to  the  Ques- 
tion now  asked  by  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
A.  Orey),  my  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  specific  statement  to  which  he 
refers,  and  in  consequence  of  that  I  shall 
have  further  inquiries  made. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  give  No- 
tice that,  on  a  future  day,  I  will  ask  if 
the  Government  will  consider  whether 
the  wilful  and  persistent  publications  by 
newspapers  of  false  news,  calculated  to 
endanger  the  public  peace,  should  not 
be  constituted  an  offence  ? 

IRELAND  —  CONDITION    OF    THE 
WESTERN  ISLES. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (for  Mr.  Dwyeb  Gray) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  an  in- 
spector of  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board  visited  the  Island  of  Boffin  last 
month  in  order  to  ascertain  the  condition 
of  the  potato  supply  on  the  island  and 
the  probability  of  famine ;  and,  whether 
he  can  state  the  result  of  that  inquiry  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  ( Mr.  John 
Morlet)  :  An  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  visited  Boffin  Island 
last  January,  and  his  Report  has  been 
laid  before  me.  I  expect  it  will  be  my 
duty  very  shortly  to  make  a  statement 
embodying  the  result  of  this  and  other 
inquiries  into  the  condition  of  the 
Islands  on  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland ; 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  I  believe  I  shall 
be  able  to  make  a  statement  that  will 
be  satisfactory  to  hen.  Members  in  all 
parts  of  the  House. 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)— 
ALLEGED  OUTRAGES  NEAR  DUN- 
DALK. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretanr  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Dundalk  constabulary  received  informa- 
tion recently  that  in  one  night  several 
outraffea  had  been  committed  in  the 
neighbourhood^  indading  the  breaking 

Mr.  Albert  Grey 


of  windows,  setting  fire  to  a  haystack^ 
and  setting  fire  to  a  dwelling  house; 
whether  the  constabulaiy,  on  making 
inquiry,  learned  that  these  outrages 
were  committed  by  a  landlord  and  ma- 
gistrate in  the  locality  with  some  friends 
of  his ;  if  it  is  true  that  the  inspector  of 
police  in  Dundalk  used  his  influence  to 
have  a  compromise  effected  between  the 
injured  parties  and  the  perpetrators  of 
the  outrages,  pointing  out  to  the  former 
that  it  was  only  by  suppressing  the 
names  of  the  offending  parties  that  com- 
pensation could  be  procured  from  the 
grand  jury;  and,  whether  any  effort  has 
been  made  by  the  police  to  bring  the 
guilty  parties  to  justice?  In  putting 
this  Question  he  desired  to  substitute 
for  the  words  "  a  landlord  and  maffis- 
trate  in  the  locality"  the  words  **  bro&er 
of  a  landlord  and  magistrate  in  the 
locality." 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jon.^ 
Morley)  :  The  attention  of  the  Inspec- 
tor General  has  been  called  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  he  has  thought  it  necessary  to 
order  a  special  investigation  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case ;  but  the  Re- 
port of  it  has  not  yet  reached  us. 

POOR  LAW  — DERI VATIVB 
SETTLEMENTS. 

Mb.  NORTON  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  "Who- 
ther  it  is  a  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  liti- 
gation has  arisen  in  consquence  of  the 
enactments  relating  to  the  abolition  of 
derivative  settlements  comprised  in  sec- 
tion 35  of  the  Divided  l^arishes  and 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  of  1S76,  39 
and  40  Vic.  c.  61 ;  whether  the  Jndgea 
of  Her  Majesty's  High  Court  of  Justice 
have  frequently  remarked,  in  their  judi- 
cial decisions,  upon  the  obscurity  of  that 
section  of  the  Act,  as  to  whether  a 
widow  does  or  does  not  derive  the  settle- 
ment of  her  deceased  husband ;  and, 
whether  he  will  introduce  an  explana- 
tory or  amending  Act,  with  a  view  to 
deGne  clearly  the  Law  with  regard  to 
derivative  settlements  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  J.  Chambee. 
lain),  in  reply,  said,  it  was  a  fact  that 
there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  litigation 
in  reference  to  this  question  of  deriva- 
tive settlements ;  but  he  believed  the 
difficulty  had  chiefly  arisen  with  regard 
to  the  settlement  of  children,  not  of 
widows,  and  in  consequence  of  a  deci- 
sion of  the  Court  of  Appeal  being  in 
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<t)iitndictioQ  to  pr^TiOQs  dt^Isiotu.  lie 
bt'lierod  th«t  a  cjim  was  alx^ut  to  bo 
cmiTtt«'l  to  the  Hou^o  of  Lords,  whf^re 
tho  mfttier  would  bo  finaUy  Mtflod. 
Poodinft  that  doobioii,  thi»n«  was  no  io* 
tooUoa  to  tatroduco  a  Bill  oa  the  sub- 

AIIMY-THR  TKSTINO  OF  SIDE  ARMS. 

Mil.  8EXT<  )N  for  Mr.  I>wvkr  Gk  iy 
a«»V«Hl  tho  S«i  n'tarj  of  Stale  for  War. 
Whether  th«*  buyoiiftt  now  being  tonfiU 
are  toMinl  fix^i  on  thctr  rifles,  ai  they 
wituM  bouMHl  in  actual  war;  and»  if  nt*t, 
wht  t)ior  there  is  to  be  a  so<*ond  test,  to 
avertain  how  mauj  rifles  will  stand  the 
Mrain  to  which  tho  bunririiig  bayonets 
haT<»  been  subjo<  t«cl  ? 

TiiK  ST'UVKYOU  GENERAL  o» 
DKDXANCE  (Mr.  WtH»i)ALL)  (who  re 
t'litxl)  said :  The  present  trials  haTo  not 
LtH«n  made  with  bayonet h  fixtnl  to  the 
ritles ;  Init  before  the  barrel  of  th<* 
Martini* Ilonry  rifle  woa  adopted  it  was 
su>iJ4^-ted,  with  bayonet  fixed,  to  so 
«»**vere  a  te»t  of  its  stability  that  no 
d«>ubt  if  entertainei  of  its  power  to 
withstand  in  that  regard  the  roughent 
u«ag«*  that  may  be  exfx'cted  during  war. 
(  onsequently,  no  farther  test  has  been 
considered  necessary. 

rAliUAMKNTAUY   ELKCTI0N8-  LISTS 

OK  voii:u.s. 

Hia  HERN  HAH  1>  SAMTELSON 
a^kt'^l  th«*  Vn  •»i«ltM)t  of  the  Lm  al  i  tovfrn- 
mont  Il»ard,  Whether  he  i<«  awar**  that,  in 
tho  pri*panitt<in  of  tho  Limits  of  Parlia- 
mentary Voters  in  lHs;>,  tht*  OTorseors  in 
msny  pariiih«*Y  omittod  or  misdeiicribfMl 
either  the  nature  of  the  qttalitlcation  or 
the  dt*^*riptton  of  the  nualifying  pro* 
pert^  of  the  voter,  or  both,  and  that  the 
Karising   Barristers  are,  in   msny   in- 
stances,  not  empowered  to  rectify  such 
•>'Lin%i<>fn  or  miide«rriplion'<  eicrpt  u]H)u 
d'   laratifns    or    rlaims    made    by  the 
Vf>tor«,  who  may  be  unaware  of  the  do. 
f<-<  t  in  the  Ij4ts  and,  if  aware,  ean  only 
take  tho  •tep  necowary  to  n«ctify  them 
at  eon«idorable   trouMn  nnd  expenft4> : 
find,  whether,  pen'ling  the  pre{»arati<>n  j 
of   any  p*neral   mea«*jre  dealing  with  . 
the  K*'gi«tration  of  Votrri,  the  Uorem-  . 
ment  will  introtlace  a  short  Bill  giHng ' 
pr»wer  to  Rerimng  Bsrristers  to  retain  ' 
on  the  Lists  of  Voters  the  name  of  every 
person  inserted  therein  who  shall  be 
shows  to  ha?o  a  propor  qoaliflcatioB, 


notwithstanding  any  mistake  in  tho  IJ»t 
nn  to  its  nature  or  description,  and  for 
that  nuqtoM  to  make  any  necessary 
amendment  in  tho  Li»t«,  and  giving 
power  to  Rrviiiing  Barri<iters  to  enforc«> 
the  payment  of  costs  bv  an  over<iH*r 
guilty  of  nogligeure  in  the  preparation 
of  any  Lii^t  f 

TiiK  SW'RETAIfV  OK  STATE  i^r 
HIE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Ciiiu>ER<«'  (who  replie<l  said:  In  reply 
to  my  hon.  Fri<«nd,  I  have  to  say  that  I 
urn  aware  that  tho  ovorsi^ers  in  many 
parishes  mnko  mtMakes  in  the  prepara* 
tion  of  their  lifts  1  am  also  aware  that 
the  power  of  the  Revising  Barristers  to 
re<tifv  such  midtakos  is  limited,  and 
might  advantageously  be  enIargo<l ;  but 
I  do  not  think  that  a  Bill  can  well  be 
!»rought  in  for  this  purpose  only  inde- 
pendently of  a  general  measure  drnltng 
with  the  registration  of  voters.  That, 
however^  is  a  matter  more  for  the  Iy)cal 
(rovemment  Board  than  for  tho  Homo 
Office  ;  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  confer 
with  my  right  hon.  Fri<«nd  the  Pn*Mdent 
of  that  Board  on  tho  subject  I  may» 
however,  say  that,  under  the  law  as  h 
stands.  Revising  Barristers  have  the 
power  to  fine  <>vers4»oni  for  neglect ;  but 
I  do  not  think  it  po^ftible  to  make  tho 
overseer  resjionsibb'  for  the  co«t  of 
claimanta  incurred  in  making  the  necoa* 
•ary  amendments. 

AKMY   (AVXIMAnY    FOliC'luS -AUTIL- 
I.KRY  VoLrNTEKIti<, 

Mr.  mark  STEWART  asked  tho 
S^^cretary  of  State  f<ir  War,  If  Her  Ma* 
je»tv*s  (}oremmont  will  make  proviMoa 
in  the  Estimates  in  the  present  year  for 
an  additional  capitation  grant  to  tho 
Artillery  Volunteers;  for  tho  subetittt* 
tion  of  tO.ponnder  rifled  gnns  to  poeitioa 
for  old  82-pounder«  for  battoriee ;  for  a 
certain  numf»erof  l^O-iviunder  field  guns, 
with  n«Mv«*arT  e<juipments  for  (\>rps ; 
and,  aN-K  for  th«*  itub%titution  of  Martini • 
Henry  earbinea  for  the  old  on4«s  now  in 
usey 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  Mr. 
riwrnrix-BA^irEaMAsr' :  As  regards  tho 
capitation  grant »  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  t«>  mv  nvent  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  <  Vntral  She(B/*ld.  The  Ar* 
tilU  ry  Volunteers  have  already  in  their 
pieoe««ioQ  160  rifled  mutxie- loading  04* 
pmnders  and  197  rifled  breech- loading 
40-poondera,  beaidea  havinir  at  their  dis« 
poaal  far  pnotiee,  Ac.,  77  addittooal 
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64-poand6r8  and  14  additional  40- 
pounders.  Eveiy  year  as  many  guns 
of  these  classes  as  become  available  are 
issued  to  them  in  substitution  for,  or  in 
addition  to»  the  smooth-bore  guns  which 
they  already  have.  Field  guns  are  not 
issued  to  Artillery  Volunteers.  The 
store  of  Martini-Henry  carbines  is  not 
such  as  will  allow  of  their  issue  to  Ar- 
tillery Yolunteers  in  substitution  for  the 
Snider  carbines  they  now  have  in  use. 

Mb.  mark  STEWART  gave  Notice 
to  call  attention  to  the  subject  on  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (SCOTLAND)— 
PROCURATORS  FISCAL. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  asked  the  Lord 
Advocate,  with  reference  to  the  informa- 
tion he  gave  the  House  of  Commons  last 
year,  that  he  was  endeavouring  to  ar- 
range that  certain  Procurators  Fiscal  in 
the  West  Highlands  of  Scotland  should 
not  in  future  engage  in  private  practice, 
Whether  such  arrangements  have  been 
carried  into  effect ;  and,  should  he  have 
found  them  impracticable,  whether  he 
will  bring  in  a  Bill  to  give  the  Executive 
sufficient  power  to  provide  that  the  Public 
Prosecutors  should  occupy  an  indepen- 
dent impartial  position  with  respect  to 
the  administration  of  the  Law  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  :  Arrangements  had  not  been 
concluded  when  I  left  Office  in  June 
last,  and  I  have  not  yet  learned  whether 
they  have  been  carried  into  effect  since ; 
but  I  shall  immediately  inquire ;  and  if 
it  should  prove  that  arrangements  can- 
not be  effected  on  reasonable  terms,  the 
question  will  be  considered  whether 
legislative  authority  should  not  bo  asked 
from  the  Executive  to  require  the  officials 
referred  to  to  confine  themselves  to  their 
official  duties  upon  fair  terms. 

8C0TLAND~THE   EDUCATION  CODE- 
SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  a^ked  the  Se- 
cretary for  Scotland,  Whether  the  Edu- 
cation Department  will  so  amend  the 
Education  Code  for  Scotland  that  the  two 
hundred  and  fifty  annual  attendances 
by  pupils  required  to  earn  the  grant 
may  be  made,  under  proper  safeguards, 
at  two  different  schools ;  and,  if  not,  if 
he  will  be  good  enough  to  state  the  ob- 
jeotions  of  the  Department  to  amend  a 
rule  which  is  stated  to  act  prejudicially 
to  oountzy  ratepayers  and  to  the  children 
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of  farm  servants,  who  have  frequently 
to  change  their  places  of  abode  ? 

The  secretary  fob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tbsvelyan)  :  The  question  referred 
to  by  my  hon.  Friend  has  been  fre* 
quently  cossidered  by  the  Department. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  tho 
present  restrictions  were  removed  tho 
Treasurv  would  probably  reauire  that 
the  scale  of  grants  should  oe  lower. 
With  regard  to  the  alleged  injustice  to 
the  children,  it  should  be  understood 
that  the  want  of  the  qualifying  attend- 
ance is  no  reason  why  a  child  should 
not  be  presented  for  examination  to  earn 
an  exemption  certificate ;  and  it  is  for 
school  managers  to  prevent  any  injury 
being  done  to  the  children  with  the  view 
of  increasing  the  grant. 

POST  OFFICE— POST  CARDS. 

Mb.  NORTHCOTE  asked  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  post 
cards  are  purchased  by  the  Post  Office 
by  number  or  by  weight;  if  it  is  the 
case  that  in  all  tenders  called  for  by  the 
Stationery  Office  it  is  stipulated  that  the 
goods  to  be  delivered  shall  be  free  from 
day  ;  if  the  attention  of  the  Postmast*»r 
Qeneral  has  been  called  to  a  report  that 
tho  post  cards  received  from  Germany 
are  said  to  contain  28  per  cent  of  cluy ; 
and,  if  any  analysis  of  the  composition 
of  Qerman  post  cards  has  been  made  on 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment ; 
and,  if  not,  if  he  will  cause  such  an 
analysis  to  be  made  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlkb):  Post 
cards  are  supplied  to  the  Inland  Re- 
venue Department  (which  is  charged 
with  the  manufacture  of  stamps)  by 
numbers  and  by  bulk,  not  by  weight. 
It  is  not  the  case  that,  in  all  tenders,  the 
Stationery  Office  stipulates  that  goods 
supplied  to  them  shall  be  free  from  clay. 
The  post  cards  are  supplied  to  us  by 
Messrs.  de  la  Rue  in  a  complete  state  a« 
issued  to  the  public,  under  a  contract 
which  in  no  way  binds  the  contractors 
to  the  place  or  country  whence  they  ob- 
tain the  material  from  which  the  cards 
are  made.  AVe  look  entirely  to  tho  pu^t 
cards  a)  completed  being  suitable  for 
the  Post  Office  Service,  and  up  to  tlio 
standard  of  the  sample  originally  agreed 
I  upon.  This  matter  formed  a  subject  of 
,  inquiry  during  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
,  liament,  and  was  exhaustively  dealt  with 
!  by  the  late  Mr.  Fawcett,  in  his  reply  to 
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Mr.  Northeoto  3  ihn^^rd,  "281*;  \Mi\ 
and  hy  lot  tor*  to  iho  public  l*re^«  /'A< 
/iMM,  (KtoWr  27,  IhHt^.  A  cor:aiD 
|>n>p«>rtion  t»f  cUy,  whil«i  not  a«lilinK 
r«*al)y  to  itn  thickoo.nv  t«  of  icnportaoro  a^ 
l^ivitig  Annn«»44  aud  ovtmnf««%  au^l  roii- 
d*<rinic  tlio  |>oU  card  fitter  fur  writin^f 
and  for  printiuj^.  Knily  la^t  yoar  thi* 
attontion  of  th<)  Inland  l{4'vonuo  wn<( 
i^ll«»l  to  a  ro|K>rt  that  tha  !>>•(  cards 
ntntaiiKsl  day.  Thoufch  thit  did  not 
atT«*^t  tha  quoAtion  of  bulk,  a  crucial  ox- 
amiaation  was  mado.  which  proviMl  that 
the  cardt  wore  fully  up  to  tho  Htnndard 
of  tlu<-kno»ii,  and  that  thoy  comph^tcly 
mot  all  th*»  rtHjuirotnontH  of  the  IVnt 
Office  Sorvice.  No  chemical  annlyoiii 
ha^  boon  made  of  iho  |Mip(»r  which  i^ 
now  uvmI,  which  \^  oon*iiflorod  to  bo,  if 
anything,  superior  in  thicknofin  and  in 
quality  to  the  stand  trd  laid  down  ;  and 
in  thone  circumstaiiooii  it  it  not  proposed 
to  make  any  analysis. 

POSr  OFKH'K-.ini)RK.sSES  OF 
T£Le<iUAMS. 

Ma.  SFLXTOX  (for  Mr.  Dwria  Ou^t^ 
a^koil  tho  Si*.*retary  to  th<«  Troa%ury, 
Whether,  whon  a  toh'i^ram  is  sent  from 
a  l(Kul  poftt  (>flice  to  ao  addreas  in  th«* 
same  town,  the  p.wtal  auth<»ritios  instut 
on  tho  name  of  tho  town  being  insert«Hl 
in  tho  trlogram,  and  for  what  purpoee 
such  a  regulation  is  enforced  ? 

TuR  .sKrUKrAKY  ro  the  TKEA- 
^V\i\  Mr.  II.  IL  FowicR  :  Them  xn 
Do  rogulati«>n  such  aa  that  doH^ril>od ; 
but  it  ha^  be«*n  a««^rtained  that  in  Bel- 
fast and  Cork,  und«r  a  misapprehension, 
senders  of  local  meeaagea  in  tho«««  towns 
haro  boon  required  to  insert  tho  name 
of  tho  town;  but  instructiona  hare 
been  given  to  discontinue  tho  practice. 

IKKfaND-^AIXKUEl)    -  D<»Y<^)mXU  ' 

rxvxKi}i  M<\VLM<)NT  asked  the 
diirf  St^rntarr  to  the  I^i-nl  lieutenant 
of  Ir**Iand.  WhMhor  ht«  attention  has 
lHH»n  catlitd  to  the  following  Lettor  in 
n#  iU%tf  Frpr0$%  of  tho  23rd  Feb* 
ruary : — 

•  ^lr,  -  I  iim  a  wilaw  in  th*'  C%.uotT  R'i»- 
r<  "I"*"!!  I  h«T«  K«)t  m\  r*at  fite<l«  aoil  sfn 
•ftti«f.««l  Ui  pajr  SAm<>.  \  omv  am  biitr«'ttoi. 
ao*l  luT  OAiiir  p«ii  up  oo  pi^trrs  all  srvun<l 
litllifarnaa.  fc>r  no  rta*- a  •■nW  that  my  »i«i 
t'-of  kt  Jfl  6^.  vortli  of  UnUr  fmm  U>«*  fUrl  uf 
Kto«c^  n  Mjr  hmy  baa  hmn  borat  a^Hit  tkrm 
years  aao  I  kaov  ao  «ib#r  rmtoa  «Iit  1 
sluuld  ba  iMTCoited  only  tlMU  1  aa  a  iW 
taaUat.     If  Ihia  slaU  of  thlags  U  aat  pal  a 


ttop  to,  I  do  not  kouw  vhat  hon^t  pmrraUa 
|>  ,\  In  vii;  Jti  W<<  ar«  t  ••fti|4llfrl  ti*  p»v  III  n<*r 
1 1  r»  rrr  r<i!!*itiin  Ihtl  th*»  rulTiA'i*  i\%»»^tt  to 
<l<mioI  'n<«*y  n<»«  h«v«  mv  •■rvant  \»*y 
I  tiki*n  from  ma      Tb4*r  al«i)  ctiili(in»>l  mr  in<«* 


M'tui  r  Dot  to  hhncc  oio  any  aliop  irfxt*-  Ihia 
!•  i)i<t  p  viiion  th»t  <*  -I'lty  \\  ••i.tiium'ia  l'r»« 
t«aUnU  Arrt  yXxit  i  tn.  Ihcn*  arv  thrw*  Tri* 
t«*«t«nt  f»mi!i«'«  t>«»yri«ttMl  as  w<*n  aa  iii«* 

'*  I  am.  Stra,  yuurt  ot»«'«lti  otly, 

*'  Mar>*  1 1  ami  i  too 

**  lArigaa.  B«IIyfaraao.  <*»ttDtT 

liotrommon  .  ** 

and,  whether  ho  will  make  inquirioa  aa 
t'>  Mm.  Hamilton*s  position,  and  a«*o 
that  she  r««c<*i7es  the  prot«rtion  U*  which 
orerr  auhjiM^t  of  Hor  Majoaty  isentifl«Hl  ? 
MV  \V.  i>*itHIKN:  iVrhape  tho 
right  hou.  (ioutleman  will  allow  me  t> 
ank,  at  tho  same  time,  If  ho  is  aware 
whethor  this  newspaper,  referred  to  in 
the  Question  of  the  h«m.  and  gallant 
(Gentleman  aa  an  authoritr,  7A#  !>m%lf 
Expr4$9,  has  been  oblig*'«l  within  the 
last  few  dnyo  to  givo  a  public  apology, 
under  threat  of  an  action  for  It  bid,  for  a 
c  unmuuication  of  a  similar  character  t  > 
thi«,  and  which  it  acknowlo<Ig«Hl  to  be 
false  and  unfound<«<l? 

TiiaCHlKF  SK<MICTAUY  (Mr.  Joiijc 
Momi.KY; :  1  am  not  aware  of  the  rir- 
cumstancea  to  which  tho  hon.  Mem)>er 
'Mr.  \V.  0*nri(m'  rt^foro  ;  but  I  have  no 
d  mht  about  ita  Inking  true.  In  n*ply  to 
tho  hon.  and  gallant  Momb4*r  <  aptain 
M*ralmont  ,  I  hare  to  say  that  no  ci>m* 
plaints  ha%'e  reached  the  ptdice  of  Mrs. 
Hamilton  baring  b<*on  **  Hoycotte«)." 
A  n(»tice,  in  which  she  and  other*  wa^ 
doecribed  no  riolating  tho  National 
I>«gue  rules  by  buying  timber  from  tho 
Earl  of  Kiogaton/wao  p>sted  on  tho 
12th  Januanr  laot;  but  no  other  noticea 
referring  to  her  hare  been  found  by,  or 
reported  to,  tho  police.  Some  hay,  her 
prt>perty,  was  burned  about  four  years 
m^>\  \  but  it  waa  in  consequence  of  a 
ptr^onal  dispute  which  she  had  with 
*  »me  of  her  n«»ighl"'ur*.  Slu*  never 
4{w>ko  to  tho  pfdic^  about  having  to  pay 
mou<*y  for  c«>lU*<tiims,  tlatugh — a*)  »t4t<'a 
the  ofRciT  of  police  ~she  had  every  op* 
p<»rtunity  of  doing  so.  Her  a«>rvant  b<»y 
loft  hor  some  tiu.o  ag«>,  owing,  aa  aha 

'  alti'gor  to  intimidatit>n ;  but  the  p<iUce 
have  since  cl>»«ely  ir  quired  into  tho 
allegation,  and  find  no  evidence  ti> 
«i«tain  it.  There  are  several  other 
Troteetant  families  living  at  or  near 
Bally faman  ;  but  they  are  not  **  Boy* 

I  oottod/*  or  in  nny  way  intorfered  wtth. 
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wlietlier  the  Lower  Divisioii  Gierke  in 
nearly  all  Public  Offices  are  in  the  en- 
jojment  of  at  least  twenty- eight  days' 
leave,  and  that  even  in  the  Inland  Be- 
▼enue  Department  a  number  of  Officers 
of  the  Minor  Establishments  are  already 
in  the  enjoyment  of  twenty-eight  days' 
annual  leave  ;  whether  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  has  received  the  approval  of 
Uie  head  of  their  Department;  and, 
whether,  in  these  circumstances,  the 
Treasury  will  sanction  the  extension  of 
leave  prayed  for? 

The  SEORETAKY  to  thb  TEEA- 
SURY  rMr.  H.  H.  Fowleb)  :  The  Peti- 
tion  of  the  Lower  Division  Clerks  of  the 
Inland  Revenue  Department  was  re- 
ceived in  the  Treasury  in  August  last. 
Heads  of  Departments  fix  the  amount 
of  leave  to  be  given  to  clerks  of  the 
Lower  Division  in  their  offices  within  a 
maximum  of  28  days;  but  many  im- 
portant Departments,  including  the  Trea- 
sury itself,  allow  less  than  28  days.  The 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  ad- 
vocate a  uniform  rate  of  leave  to  clerks 
of  the  Lower  Division.  The  persons  in 
the  minor  establishments  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department,  referred  to  in  the 
Question  as  enjoying  28  days'  leave, 
were  appointed  before  the  establishment 
of  the  Lower  Division,  and  new  ap- 
pointees do  not  receive  more  leave  than 
IS  granted  to  Lower  Division  Clerks. 
With  regard  to  the  last  pari^aph  of 
the  hon.  Member's  Question,  I  beg  to 
state  that,  pending  the  decision  of  the 
general  questions  raised  by  the  Lower 
Division  Clerks,  it  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  inexpedient  to  decide  this  particular 
question. 

SAVINGS   IN   lUELAND—REPORTS. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  any  Reports  on 
Savings  in  Ireland,  such  as  was  supplied 
by  Dr.  Hancock  in  1873,  have  been  made 
to  the  Government ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
ho  will  lay  Copies  of  them  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House ;  or,  if  not,  whether 
he  will  direct  that  such  Reports  be  pre- 
pared by  the  present  Registrar  Gene- 
ral? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jomr 
Morlkt)  :  Yes,  Sir ;  a  Report  was  made 
on  this  subject  so  late  as  the  10th  of  last 
month,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  lay  a 
oopy  oif  it  on  the  Table. 

Mr.  Pickir$^m 


METROPOU8-OROANIZATION  OP 
THE  POLICE. 

Colonel  SANDYS  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  he  will  be  prepsred  shortly  to 
recommend  for  the  consideration  of  this 
House  a  complete  scheme  for  the  or- 
ganization and  better  administering  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  Force,  inolad- 
ing  the  building  of  proper  police  bar- 
racks at  various  tactical  points  in  the 
Metropolis ;  and,  whether,  having  in 
view  the  increasing  audacity  of  the  cri- 
minal classes,  he  will  be  prepared  to  re- 
commend the  formation  of  an  efficient 
detective  force,  separate  in  administra- 
tion from  the  remainder  of  the  police, 
and  composed  of  men  specially  quali6ed 
for  the  tracing  and  detection  of  crime  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Mr 
Childbbs)  :  The  hon.  and  gallant  M«-m- 
ber  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  lose  no 
time  in  forwarding  the  inquiry  I  am 
about  to  make  into  the  organization  of 
the  police,  and  in  communicating  my 
aotion  upon  it  to  the  House.  A  detec- 
tive force,  such  as  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  describes,  is  already  in  exist- 
ence,  having  been  constituted  subse- 
quently to  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  detective 
system  in  1877.  But  I  must  dispute 
altogether  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member's 
assumption  that  the  audacity  of  the  crimi- 
nal classes  is  increasing.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are,  I  am  glad  to  say,  from  year  to 
year  diminishing  in  number,  and  are  be- 
coming much  less  formidable. 

MBTB0P0LIS--P0L1CE    REGULATIONS 

FOR  DOGS. 

Mb.  MACFARLANE  asked  the  Be- 
cretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart* 
ment,  If  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  Police  Regulation  enforcing  the 
muzzling  ef  dogs  in  the  Metropolis, 
and  to  the  inefficacyof  such  a  regula- 
tion while  the  importation  of  dogs  into 
London  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom 
is  permitted  ;  and,  if  he  will  consider 
the  propriety  of  extending  the  order  over 
the  whole  Country,  or  of  withdrawing  it 
in  London  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childers)  :  In  reply  to  my  hon.  Friend, 
I  would  say  that  I  have  no  means  of 
preventing  the  importation  of  dogs  into 
London.     Of  oourse,   wnon  they  onee 
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arrtv*  hm^  they  booome  sabjecl  lo  the  In  Egypt ;   and,  if  ho  will  ttat*  hov 

fiolico  roguUtionii,  and  havo  to  submit  much  of  that  appn)Xtaiato  awX  has  b««n 

to  thorn.      How   far  those  regulations  n^coiviMlfrum  K^Tpt  in  the  prMont  joar, 

ran  bo  relaxed  iiill  depond  ufHin  what  how  much  is  expect<sl  in  the  en%uing 

the  Tolire  Authoritif<i  re|)ort  to  me,  and  vosr,  and  how  much  will  fall  u^Nin  the 

what  th<«y  connider  to  be  C4»niistont  with  Hriti^h  taxpayer  in  lHHr).7,  »uppo#in|( 

the  public  safety.     I  hare  no  powor  to  the  Forco  to  bo  maintatuodatitspresont 

ettond  the  order  orer  the  whole  country  ;  itreiifjrtU  ? 

but  a  Tin  ular  wa^  isnuod  br  my  Proili*.  Tux  SKCHFrTARY  <ir  STATE  (Mr. 

ci**sor  in  1  ^H<ombor  last,  railing  the  at-  (\MritKU.-DAXS(EaMAX  :    Tho  appn>xi- 

tontion  of  tho  IifM*al  Authorities  to  the  mate  number  of  trv<ip«»  ia  K)C3rpt  and 

inereese  of  rabies,  and  suK^^esting  the  tho  Soudan  may  bo  takon  as  17,(>()0  I)ri- 

enfore«»ment  of  tho  I>iig  Act.  tinh  troops,   *J,90U   ln«lian   troops  and 

Mr.  MACFARLANK  asked  whether  4.000  #m^/0>/i.  for  the  moot  part  Nstire^. 

it  was  not  the  fact  that  doss  might  go  Theno  do  not   ibcludf*  the  regimental 

nnmunlod  In  tho  (^ity;  and,  were  there  Indian    followers    at    Buakin.     While 

any  means  of  prerenting  unmunlod  dog^  gl^lQff  my  hon.  Friend  this  answer  as  to 

M raying  from  the  Oity  to  the  West  End  ?  matters  of  fact,   I  cannot  andertake  to 

Ma.  CIIILI>KRS,  in  n»ply,  said,  the  follow  him  into  hi»  calculation  of  coAt, 

regtjUtions  applied  l>oth  to  tho  City  and  or  to  commit  myself  to  any  n»ugh  ap- 

t^o  Wi-st  End;    but  there  were  many  proximate  estimate  of  expenM»sconm*cted 

rog'iUtions  as  affecting  the  (^ityand  the  with  tho  oocu{>ation  of  Egypt.     There 

r<*«t  <»f  the  Metropolis  which  it  would  be  wouM  bo  many  debntablo  items  In  such 

<lifRi'ult  to  ju-tifv.  an  e^timato,and  ttct>uld  not  beoxplaint«d 

8ia  R.  ASSliFrrON   CROS^S   asked  within  the  ordinary  limits  of  an  answer 

to  what  extent  had   there  boon  a  de-  to  a  Uu«*stion. 

eroaso  in  the  number  of  cases  of  rabies  Ma.  ()*KELLY  asked,  whether  tho 

and  of    hydrophobia   sinco  the   police  right  hon.  Uentlomaa  would  have  any 

order  had  boon  ift^ued  ?  objection  to  give  a  Return,  showing  tho 

Ma.  (MIILI>EKS  said,  ho  would  bo  whole  c«>it  of  the  ocTupation  of  Egypt 

quite  willing  to  give  a  Return  of  the  sinct*    tho    EDgUth    troops    first    went 

number  of  d«>gs  arretted  since  the  order  there  ? 

for  muxxling,  and  also  the  number  of  Ma.    CAMPBELL- RANNERMAX, 

cases  of  rabio%  if  it  were  movetl  for  by  in  renly,  said,  tho  Uuestion  ha<l  better 

the  right  hon.  tteutleman.  bo  addn-Mod  to  tlie  Treasury. 

KOTPr-BRITISH  PORC'E  IS  E(»rPT  '**  ^""^^  ^"^  **'•  DlLL05, 

AND  THE  S4iri)AX.  Ma.   CAMPBELL  -  BAXNER MAN 

8ia  (JEOKCiE  CAMPHl-XLa^kod  the  ^^^  •»•  ^>wW  not  now  state  the  number 

SecroUry  of  Suto  for  War.  If  he  can  of  British  wddiers  at  Suakin;  but  if  tho 

suto  approximately  the  number  of  men  ^on-  Member  moved  for  a   Return  ho 

ni>w  in  tho  Military  aorTico  of  the  Bri-  would  be  happy  to  give  it. 
tish    Oovomment    in    Effrpt   and    the 

Soudan,    including    both  "  British    and  8EKD  SUPPLY  (IRELAKI>}   ACT-TBE 

NaUvo   Indian    Troofs.   (^ommiMariat,  **K«U  RATE  -  Pi^STPiiXEMEXT  OF 

Transport,    and    other    empl<»y/*.   and  PAYMENT    OF    Ft>l'RTH    IX8TAL- 

Marines  doing  Military  duty ;    if  the  MEXT. 

ro»t  of  tho  H'J,194  men  Tote^l  in  th<*  0*i»!<i.L  NOLAN    asked   the  Chief 

ordinary  Estimates  fcir  t9H5  6  after  de.  Secretary  to  the  I^ord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 

dneting  refunds  other  than  real  caahc«>n-  land.  If  he  can  now  %tato  whether  ho 

tributions   is  aboat  £153  lo«.  p«»r  head,  will,  In  con^^iueuce  of  the  pre4«*nt  d«*- 

including  both  EtTe<*tivee  and  Non-Etfee-  pn«a«ion,  permit  such  union* as  may  anply 

tivee;  if  he  can  make  an>ugh  approximat«<  ff>r  delay  to  p4>«t|)one  the  payment  of  tho 

Eatimste  of  the  additi^us  to  the  c«Mt  of  fourth  instalment  of  the  8<*od  Rate  for 

the  E(Tt**tive  Forre  ia  Egvpt,  on  a^-oount  another  v««ar  ? 

of  Koroign  allowances,  transport,  com-  Tux    VUIIEF    SETRRTARY      Mr. 

missarist,  and  other  ex|M*nftes  in  exce^  Jousr  Mosuev   :  I  am  al  pn-^eot  unable 

of  the  ordinary  avorage,  also  of  the  pro- ,  to  answer  tlie  Uueation  of  the  hon.  and 

portion  of  Non-ElTetttves  belonging  to  gallant  Member.     I  have,  however,  ti 

Itegimeota  in  Egypt,   and  so  roughly  say  that  curunmnications  are  now  in  pro- 

eat^oiato  tho  total  oool  o(  tho  Force  now  I  greaa  between  tho  Iriah  Uovenunoot  and 
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the  Treasury,  and  the  result  I  shall  be 
able  to  state  in  a  few  days. 

POST    OFFICE   (IRELAND)  —  THE 
OALWAY  MAILS. 

Colonel  NOLAN  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  If  auy  memorials  or 
reports  have  been  received  at  the  Post 
Office  stating  that  Tuam  and  North 
Oalway  have  been  injured  rather  than 
helped  by  the  recent  acceleration  of 
the  mails  to  the  town  of  Oalway,  and 
if  he  would  take  steps  to  enable  Tuam 
to  benefit  by  the  acceleration  of  the 
mails ;  if  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Hailway 
Company  which  leases  the  Tuam  line 
only  receives  Ida,  a- week  for  carrying 
the  mails  by  day  16}  miles,  and  if  the 
mails  are  carried  by  night  at  a  cost  of 
£165  by  car ;  if  it  is  possible  to  come  to 
some  agreement  with  the  Bailway  by 
which  the  mails  could  be  forwarded  at 
once  to  Dublin  or  Tuam,  insteadof  wait- 
ing two  and  a  half  hours  at  Athenry;  and, 
if  he  could,  at  night,  replace  the  car 
service  by  a  train  service  to  and  from 
Tuam? 

Tub  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  :  Memo- 
rials have  been  received  on  the  subject 
referred  to,  including  a  written  statement 
from  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
himself,  and  are  undergoing  careful 
examination.  The  existing  payments 
for  the  mail  service  are  correctly  stated 
in  the  Question.  It  is  feared  that  the 
substitution  of  trains  for  the  car  which 
conveys  the  night  mail  to  Tuam  would 
confer  little,  if  any,  postal  advantage, 
while  the  cost  would  bo  undoubtedly 
large.  But  both  this  point  and  the 
question  whether  an  improvement  of 
the  day  mail  is  feasible  shall  be  fully 
oonsidered. 

XEELAND-LORD    RANDOLPH 
CHURCHILL    AT    BELFAST  —  EXTRA 

POLICE. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
At  whose  instigation  the  large  extra 
force  of  police  was  brought  to  Belfast, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  visit  of 
Lord  Randolph  Churchill ;  and,  from 
what  fund  the  expense  incurred  will  be 
defrayed  ? 

Tira  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  :  The  extra  force  of 
police  was  sent  to  Belfast  on  the  occa- 
sion referred  to  on  the  reoommenda- 
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tion  of  the  Mayor,  the  resident  ma- 
gistrates, the  divisional  magistrate, 
and  the  town  inspector.  In  regard  to 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  QuMtion,  I 
have  to  say  that  it  is  usual  to  charge  the 
moiety  of  the  extra  force  on  the  locality. 
I  am  informed  that  it  is  the  custom  to 
abrogate  that  rule  in  the  cases  of  Royal 
and  Yice-rogal  visits ;  but  this  was  not  a 
visit  of  that  character. 

EGYPT— IRRIGATION  WORKS  AND 
FORCED  LABOUR. 

Sir  BERNHARD  SAMUELSON 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  any  informa- 
tion has  been  received;  recently  from  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring,  as  to  the  proeress  of 
irrigation  works  and  to  the  aboution  of 
forced  labour  in  Egypt ;  whether  papers 
on  these  subjects  will  be  laid  beforo 
Parliament  shortly ;  and,  whether  they 
can,  without  inconvenience,  be  presented 
separately  from  any  other  Papers  relating 
to  Egypt  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bbyce)  :  Some  Reports 
as  to  the  progress  of  irrigation  works  in 
Egypt  have  been  received  ;  but  there  is 
no  detailed  information  of  a  very  recent 
date.  Colonel  Moncrieff,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Irrigation  Department,  has 
obtained  a  grant  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  Guaranteed  Loan  for  the  purpose  of 
making  preliminary  studies  before  sub- 
mitting plans  for  larger  operations. 
Reports  have  been  received,  and  cor- 
respondence is  still  passing,  as  to  the 
means  of  effecting  the  entire  abolition  of 
forced  labour  in  Egypt.  A  system  of 
commuting  the  obligation  for  a  money 
payment  has  already  been  tried  as  an 
experiment  in  certain  districts.  There 
will  be  no  objection  to  presenting  the 
Papers  on  those  subjects  in  a  separate 
fonui  as  the  hon.  Baronet  desires,  as 
soon  as  a  definite  decision  has  been 
taken. 

THE  IRISH  LAND  COURT— APPEALS  IN 

WESTMEATH. 
Mb.  TTTITE  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  injustice  inflicted  upon  the  tenant 
farmers  of  Westmeath  by  reason  of  their 
being  obliged  to  go  to  Dublin  to  hare 
their  appeal  cases  heard  before  the 
Chief  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Court ; 
whether  tenants  of  every  kind  are 
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arrive  here  they  become  subject  to  the 
police  regulations,  and  have  to  submit 
to  them.  How  far  those  regulations 
can  be  relaxed  will  depend  upon  what 
the  Police  Authorities  report  to  me,  and 
what  they  consider  to  be  consistent  with 
the  public  safety.  I  have  no  power  to 
extend  the  order  over  the  whole  country ; 
but  a  Circular  was  issued  by  my  Prede- 
cessor in  December  last,  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  Local  Authorities  to  the 
increase  of  rabies,  and  suggesting  the 
enforcement  of  the  Dog  Act. 

Mr.  MAUFAELANE  asked  whether 
it  was  not  the  fact  that  dogs  might  go 
unmuzzled  in  the  City  ;  and,  were  there 
any  means  of  preventing  unmuzzled  dogs 
straying  from  the  City  to  the  West  End  ? 

Mb.  OHILDERS,  in  reply,  said,  the 
regulations  applied  both  to  the  City  and 
» the  West  End ;  but  there  were  many 
regulations  as  affecting  the  City  and  the 
rest  of  the  Metropolis  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  justify. 

Sir  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  asked 
to  what  extent  had  there  been  a  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  cases  of  rabies 
and  of  hydrophobia  since  the  police 
order  had  been  issued  ? 

Mr.  CHILDERS  said,  he  would  be 
quite  willing  to  give  a  Return  of  the 
number  of  dogs  arrested  since  the  order 
for  muzzling,  and  also  the  number  of 
oases  of  rabies,  if  it  were  moved  for  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

EGYPT— BRITISH  FORCE  IN  EGYPT 
AND  THE  SOUDAN. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  If  he  can 
state  approximately  the  number  of  men 
now  in  the  Military  service  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government  iu  Egypt  and  the 
Soudan,  including  both  British  and 
Native  Indian  Troops,  Commissariat, 
Transport,  and  other  employes,  and 
Marines  doing  Military  duty ;  if  the 
cost  of  the  142,194  men  voted  in  the 
ordinary  Estimates  for  1885>6  (after  de- 
ducting refunds  other  than  real  cash  con- 
tributions) is  about  £133  \0s.  per  head, 
including  both  Effectives  and  Non-Effec- 
tives; if  he  can  make  a  rough  approximate 
Estimate  of  the  additions  to  the  cost  of 
the  Effective  Force  in  Egypt,  on  account 
of  Foreign  allowances,  transport,  com- 
missariat, and  other  expenses  in  excess 
of  the  ordinary  average,  also  of  the  pro- 
portion of  Non-Effectives  belonging  to 
Begiments  in  Egypt,  and  so  roughly 
^timate  the  total  cost  of  the  Force  now 


in  Egypt;  and,  if  he  will  state  how 
much  of  that  approximate  cost  has  been 
received  from  Egypt  in  the  present  year, 
how  much  is  expected  in  the  ensuing 
year,  and  how  much  will  fall  upon  the 
British  taxpayer  in  1886-7,  supposing 
the  Force  to  be  maintained  at  its  present 
strength  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Campbell -Bannerman):  The  approxi- 
mate number  of  troops  in  Egypt  and 
the  Soudan  may  be  taken  as  17,600  Bri- 
tish troops,  2,900  Indian  troops,  and 
4,000  employ  is  f  for  the  most  part  Natives. 
These  do  not  include  the  regimental 
Indian  followers  at  Suakin.  While 
giving  my  hon.  Friend  this  answer  as  to 
matters  of  fact,  I  cannot  undertake  to 
follow  him  into  his  calculation  of  cost, 
or  to  commit  myself  to  any  rough  ap- 
proximate estimate  of  expenses  connected 
with  the  occupation  of  Egypt.  There 
would  be  many  debatable  items  in  such 
an  estimate,  and  it  could  not  be  explained 
within  the  ordinary  limits  of  an  answer 
to  a  Question. 

Mr.  O'KELLY  asked,  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  any 
objection  to  give  a  Return,  showing  the 
whole  cost  of  the  occupation  of  Egypt 
since  the  English  troops  first  went 
there  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL .  BANNERMAN, 
in  reply,  said,  the  Question  had  better 
be  addressed  to  the  Treasury. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Dillon, 

Mr.    CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 

said,  he  could  not  now  state  the  number 
of  British  soldiers  at  Suakin ;  but  if  the 
hon.  Member  moved  for  a  Return  he 
would  be  happy  to  give  it. 

SEED  SUPPLY  (IRELAND)  ACT  —  THE 
SEED  RATE  —  POSTPONEMENT  OP 
PAYMENT  OF  FOURTH  INSTAL- 
MENT. 

Colonel  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  ho  can  now  state  whether  he 
will,  in  consequence  of  the  present  de- 
pression, permit  such  unions  as  may  apply 
for  delay  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  Seed  Rate  for 
another  year  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  :  I  am  at  present  unahlo 
to  answer  the  Question  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member.  I  have,  however,  to 
say  that  communications  are  now  in  pro- 
gress between  the  Irish  Goyerament  i^nd 
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Major  Warburton  was  allowed  to  use  the 
gunboat  referred  to,  the  Britomart^  by 
special  permission  of  Dublin  Oastle.  ^  It 
was  also  true  that  a  public  steamer  plied 
regularly  in  the  bay.  He  had  no  informa- 
tion that  Mr.  Payne  travelled  in  the  Bri- 
iomart  with  Major  Warburton ;  but,  if  he 
did  so,  it  was  as  a  guest  of  the  captain. 

CYPRUS  (FIXANCE.  &c.). 

CoLOMSL  BEIDQEMAN  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, Whether  any  part  of  the  revenues 
of  Cyprus  is  used  to  pay  the  interest  of 
the  Turkish  Loan  of  1855,  guaranteed 
by  England  and  France ;  whether  France, 
who  divides  with  England  the  respon- 
sibility for  this  payment  bears  her 
share,  or  whether  the  whole  is  paid  by 
Cyprus  ;  and,  if  Cyprus  pays  the  whole, 
or  a  part,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment propose  to  take  any  steps  to 
relieve  the  Cypriote  from  paying  the 
liabilities  of  England  and  France  ? 

The  under  SECRETAEY  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Osbobkb  Morgan)  :  Under 
Article  S  of  the  Anglo-Turkish  Conven- 
tion of  1878,  an  annual  sum,  now  ascer- 
tained to  be  £92,800,  was  agreed  to  be 
paid  to  Turkey  out  of  the  revenues  of 
Cyprus.  This  sum  when  paid  ceased  to 
be  part  of  the  revenues  of  Cyprus,  and 
became  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire.  Turkey  having,  since 
1876,  ceased  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  Turkish  Loan  of  1855, 
ffuaranteed  by  England  and  France 
(excepting  so  far  as  that  interest  is 
charged  on  the  Egyptian  Tribute),  this 
sum  of  £92,800  is  paid  over  to  a  special 
account  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and  is, 
with  the  acquiescence  of  Turkey,  ulti- 
mately applied  to  make  good  the  default 
of  Turkey  in  payment  of  that  interest. 
It  is  one  of  the  first  rules  of  equity 
that,  where  one  or  two  guarantors  gets 
hold  of  an  asset  belonging  to  the  de- 
faulting guaranteed  person,  he  must 
share  the  benefit  of  it  with  his  co- 
guarantor,  and  in  compliance  with  this 
well-known  rule  the  money  so  received 
is  applied  to  make  good  payments  which 
otherwise  would  have  to  be  met  by  the 
two  guaranteeing  Powers,  England  and 
France.  The  mtimate  application  of 
the  land  can  make  no  possible  difference 
to  pyprus ;  because,  under  the  Anglo- 
Turkish  Convention, that  Island  is  bound 
in  anv  case  to  pay  the  £92,800  a-year, 
and  if  it  was  not  required  for  the  ser- 

Mr.  nibhfrt 


vice  of  the  Qaaranteed  Debt,  it  would 
go  to  Turkey. 

EGYPT-MEDALS  AND  OEATUITIES— 
H.M.S.  "JUMNA.'' 

Mb.  YANDERBYL  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  will  be  pleased 
to  reconsider  their  Letter,  A.  G.  N.  21« 
of  the  27th  November  1885,  by  which 
H.M.S.  Jumna  was  omitted  from  the  list 
of  ships  entitled  to  participate  in  the 
award  of  medals  and  gratuities  for  the 
late  Suakin  Campaign  by  Parliamentary 
grant,  that  ship  having  been  seventeen 
days  alongside  the  camp  in  the  inner 
harbour  of  Suakin  during  a  time  of 
actual  hostilities  in  the  neighbourhood 
(and  within  the  requisite  dates),  and 
employed  embarking  wounded,  &c., 
having  especial  regara  to  the  fact  that 
in  1884,  when  the  Jumna  was  similarly 
employed,  her  officers  and  men  were 
granted  both ;  and,  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  Admirsity  will  be- 
stow the  said  medals  and  batta  on  those 
officers  and  men  of  the  Jumnt  present  in 
hor  at  Suakin  in  April  and  May  1885  not 
atready  in  possession  of  the  decoration 
or  previously  granted  batta  ? 

The  SECHETABY  to  tbb  ADMI. 
EALTY  (Mr.  IIibbe£t)  :  It  is  not  con- 
sidered desirable  to  reverse  the  decision 
arrived  at  by  the  previous  Board,  that 
the  award  of  the  medal  and  gratuity 
should  be  limited  to  warships  engaged 
in  the  defence  of  Suakin  and  to  store* 
ships  and  other  vessels  which  had  been 
employed  for  a  lengthened  period  during 
the  operations.  The  troopship  Jumna 
was  at  Suakin  on  two  different  occasions, 
and  only  15  days  inclusive.  It  is  true 
that  the  </««na  received  the  gratuity  and 
decorations  for  the  previous  cam^gn 
in  1884 ;  but  the  period  of  her  service  at 
the  base  of  operations  extended  over 
nearly  the  whole  period  for  which  the 
award  was  made.  I  may  also  add,  that 
it  would  be  altogether  a  new  prindple 
to  award  medak  or  gratuities  to  some 
only  of  the  orew,  merely  on  the  ground 
that  they  did  not  get  them  for  the  former 
oampaign. 

OOHMUTATION  OF  PEN8I0N& 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  asked  the  Secre- 
tsry  to  the  Treasury,  The  name  of  the 
trustee  now  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown  in  the  matter  of  a  sum  of 
£229,000  invested  to  eecure  the  per- 
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Ktoal  aaniud  pAjn«Dt  of  £6,870  to  Iho 
iko  of  OimftoQ ;  and,  wholhor  ho  wQl 
lay  Q^  iho  Table  a  Copj  of  tha  De- 
claration exeeuted  by  the  preeent  tnie- 
t#eef 

Tn  BBCRETARY  to  ns  TRBA- 
SrRY  (Mr.  II.  11.  FowLEft) :  The  True* 
t4*4»  on  behalf  of  tho  Crown  ia  the  Firat 
lionl  of  tho  Trt^aeury  for  the  time  boing. 
The  preeeotTraatena  were  appointed  by 
dt«ed,  and  there  waa  no  expreea  declara- 
ti«>n  of  trtiiit  executed  by  the  preeent 
TrQf»t<«ea.  They  were  appointed  for  the 
purpueee  uf  the  Arte  46  ^#0.  III.  c.  79, 
and  65  (7##.  III.  o.  66.  If  the  hon. 
liontleman  would  refvr  to  tho«e  Acta, 
th«  y  would  put  him  in  potaeeaion  of  all 
the  circumitancefl. 

Ma.  bUADLArOII  anked  whether 
tho  hon.  (M-utloroan  waa  awaro  that  tho 
Treaaurv  had  alrt^ady  said  that  tlioro 
wa«  nodf'cUratton  of  trust,  and  tliat  tho 
r«*aaon  given  waa  that  it  waa  not  re- 
quired ? 

Ma.  n.  n.  FOWXER:  Yet;  that  ti 
exactly  the  puqM>rt  of  my  answer. 

Ma.  DRADLAUCfll  a»keil  thn  Seero* 
tary  to  tho  Treatury,  The  reapectivo 
dot«  •  of  the  ii«»r««ral  declarations  of  tru«it 
«>!<  vut<id  in  refenmce  to  lands  purchased 
ont  of  the  sum  invc  ftted  to  secure  the 
{xTpftunl  annual  Payment  of  £19,000 
ti»  thn  Ihike  of  Kichmond,  and  the 
niin:«Hi  of  the  tru»tro«i  in  osi-h  ca^e ;  and, 
if  he  will  allow  the  »oTeral  dtH*d«  to  be 
iuMMHtid  by  honournMo  Members  f 

Ma  H.  II.  FOWLKR:  There  is  no 
itif.irmatinn  at  the  Trea^urr  a4  to  the 
date«  of  the  dorum<*tits  refi>rred  to,  or 
the  names  o(  the  Truftte«<«  in  each  case. 
I  tinilor^tand  that  tho  con%*«>)aoeeof  the 
Und*  is  made  for  tho  same  um*4  aa  th«« 
annual  payment  of  £  19.000,  and  the 
h<in.  Member  will  find  coD»tdorable  in- 
fi»rmati4»n  in  the  Act  1  Tict.  r.  31,  and 
thf  I>uke  of  Richmond's  {^ttlini  I-Utat«*s 
Art  of  lHf»H.  The  Treasury  has  no  c*m- 
tnd  oTer  tho«e  deeds,  which  are  in  the 
rtt«to«ly  of  the  noble  I>uke,  either  at 
()<M>dwood  or(f(*nlon  Castle. 

UrUlALA-LE«iIHI«ATI<»K— BURIAL 
<iUot*M»S  niLU 

Ma.  RirilAUn  atked  the  Secretary 
of  Htate  for  the  Home  IVrartment, 
Whether  the  Government  will,  at  an 
early  perifvl,  re-intrtxloce  the  Hurial 
Orounns  Bill  brought  in  last  Session,  or 
aome  other  meaaure  whi'  h  will  remove 
the  difleoltiea  now  expariencad  by  bnrial 


anthoritiea  in  makinjt  miitabb  and  eqoil* 
able  pro?igion  for  intennenta  ia  paio* 
ehial  burial  placea  f 

Tmx  8KCUKTARY  or  STATE  VLt. 
OniLnaaa. :  My  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  irnder  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  (Vilontea  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  will 
aak  leave  to  introduce,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  a  Bill  nmilar  to  the  one 
introduced  in  1866. 

POOR  LAW  (IRElJiNI>)-RLFXTIOX  oF 
GrARI>L\N8-MR.  JasKPlI  1).  ORIER, 
CLKRK  OP  THE  OAVAN  UKIOK. 

Ma.  MAURICE  IIEALY  naked  the 
Chief  Socretanr  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  hia  attention  haa 
been  call(*d  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Joseph 
I).  Urier,  clerk  of  the  Cavan  Poor  Law 
Board,  in  connection  with  the  coming 
€»lection  of  Toor  Law  Uuardiana  for  that 
Union;  whether  it  ia  a  fact  that  the 
Nationalist  rateoayers  of  the  Union, 
having  lodged  a  large  number  of  daima 
to  vote,  Mr.  i^rier  acting  aa  returning 
offioer,  haa  isaued  an  advertiaemont  in 
the  local  papers  •  Anglo*Celt  of  the  20lh 
instant)  requiring  **  documentary  evi* 
denee  in  support  of  all  claims  to  vote  " 
lo«lg««d  since  the  lant  election ;  what 
powers  a  returning  otHrer  haa  to  require 
^^documentary"  evidence  in  eapport  of 
claims  to  vote,  such  claims  being  in 
many  oases,  from  their  nature,  incapable 
of  bt'ing  so  aup|torted;  whether  he  ia 
aware  that  the  miiiium  of  advertisement 
selected  aa  a  substituta  for  direct  oom- 
munication  ia  one  which  ia  exceedingly 
unlikely  to  come  under  the  notice  01  a 
largvi  pr(>|K)rtion  of  the  daimanta ;  who* 
ther  the  proceeding  in  question  ia  taken 
under  the  0  and  7  Vic.  c.  92,  s.  26 ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  that  enactment,  being 
limited  to  particular  caaea  in  whioh  a  re* 
turning  om<^r  **  haa  reaaonable  canso  to 
<loubt  the  ctirrectness  of  any  claim  to 
Vf>te,'*  the  liocal  Government  Board  will 
direct  Mr.  Grier  tr>  abandon  hia  propoaed 
general  Oi>urt  of  inquiry,  and  to  isane 
voting  papers  to  all  daimanta  except  in 
particular  cases  in  which  doubt  haa  oeen 
thrown  on  the  corrrctness  of  any  claim, 
and  the  claimant,  after  notice  directly 
gtvon,  haa  failed  to  satiafy  htm ;  whether 
it  is  the  fart  that  a  large  number  of  the 
olaimanta  live  at  considerable  distancea, 
in  some  eases  aa  much  as  ten  milea,  from 
the  board  room  where  Mr.  Grier  pro- 
poaea  to  hold  his  emrt,  and  w<Mild  bo 
put  to  great  inconvenience  t»y  being 
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compelled  needlessly  to  attend  there; 
and,  whether  it  is  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Orier's  action  is  entirely  without  prece- 
dent? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
John  Mo&let)  :  The  Local  Govemment 
Board  assure  me  that  they  are  unable, 
at  this  moment,  to  give  any  informatian 
in  answer  to  this  Question,  it  not  having 
appeared  in  time.  I  shall  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  repeat  the  Question  in  two  or 
three  days. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  shall  re- 
peat it  in  its  original  form. 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  must  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  Question  to  which 
he  refers  in  its  original  form  as  put  at 
the  Table  was  out  of  Order,  and  I  dis- 
allowed  it 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  wiU 
have  the  Question  in  such  a  form  as  will 
conform  with  the  Rules  of  Order. 

METROPOLIS-SUNDAY  MEETINGS 
IN  THE  PARKS. 

Captain  FELLOWES  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether,  in  consequence  of  the 
permission  accorded  to  Socialist  and 
other  societies  to  hold  meetings  in  the 
public  parks  on  Sundays,  it  is  intended 
on  such  occasions  to  confine  the  Troops 
to  barracks ;  and,  if  so,  whether  notice 
to  that  effect  will  be  given  to  Command- 
ing Officers  of  regiments  in  London,  in 
order  that  they  maybe  able  to  grant  the 
usual  weekly  half-holiday  on  some  other 
day  of  the  week  to  men  who  are  not  on 
duty? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Obildbbs):  In  reply  to  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
course  to  be  taken  in  each  particular 
case  must  necessarily  depend  on  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  If  those  cir- 
cumstances should  require  that  troops 
should  be  held  in  readiness,  the  earliest 
possible  notice  would  be  given  to  the 
commanding  officers.  I  hope  that  in  the 
future,  as  in  the  past,  this  necessity  may 
seldom  arise. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE— FALSELY 
MARKED  GOODS. 

Mb.  HICKMAN  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  he  will 
give  instructions  to  stop  at  the  port  of 
entry  all  goods  coming  from  abroad 
which  bear  marks  falsely  indicating  that 
they  are  manufactured  in  this  Gountzy  ? 

Mr.  Maurice  Jfealy 


Thb  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Mondxlla)  : 
The  Customs  do  not  in  this  matter  act 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  of  the  Treasury.  They  in- 
form me  that  they  do  their  utmost  to 
stop  the  importation  of  goods  bearing 
the  namo  of  a  place  in  this  country 
which  would,  from  its  reputation  for 
particular  manufactures,  impart  a  spe- 
cial  character  or  reputation  to  the  goods 
bearing  such  name ;  and  they  have  re* 
cently  seized  and  condemned  several 
cases  of  cutlery  imported  from  abroad, 
marked  with  the  brand  of  Sheffield, 
which  were  not  of  Sheffield  manufacture. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  A.  O'Coiwoe, 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  said,  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  foreign  goods  being  marked 
with  Sheffield  brands  by  Sheffield  men  ; 
but  he  had  heard  that  such  was  the  case, 
and  he  would  be  very  glad  to  see  such 
fraudulent  practices  stopped. 

Mr.  ASHMEADBARTLETT  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  Whether  the 
only  case  of  false  marking  discovered  in 
Sheffield  was  not  in  the  case  of  a  charge 
brought  against  the  proprietor  of  a  local 
Radical  paper,  who  had  sold  very  cheap 
and  bad  spectacles  under  a  description 
which  did  not  belong  to  them  ? 

Mb.  MUNDELLA,  in  reply,  said, 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  anything  of  tho 
kind  having  occurred.  If  the  proprietor 
of  the  Radical  paper  in  question  had  sold 
spectacles  of  foreign  make  marked  as 
English,  the  probability  was  that  he  had 
been  also  imposed  upon,  as  others  might 
be,  by  goods  so  imported  and  falsely 
marked.  He  thought  it  was  a  deplorable 
thing  that,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  the 

food  name  of  any  town  should  be  pirated 
y  a  false  mark. 

EGTPT-THE  WAR  IN  THE  SOUDAN- 

ENGLISH    AND   AMERICAN 

PUBIPS. 

Ma.  HICKMAN  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  he  has  re- 
ceived any  information  as  to  the  respec- 
tive behaviour  of  the  English  and 
American  pumps  that  were  sent  to 
Suakim ;  and,  if  he  has,  if  he  will  com- 
municate it  to  the  House  ? 

Thb  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  AVoodall)  (who  re- 
plied)  said:  The  advance  on  Berber 
having  been  countermanded  before  the 
landing  of  the  pumps  sent  to  Suakin. 
there  was  not  an  opportunity  for  testing 
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th<t  rneritu  of  tho  n^pacUve  •jstonui. 

h%tmr  triali  roado  in  flnj^Uod  have,  how* 

(Tor,  lod  to  the  eoocIuMon  that  it  in 
M>4%abl«  to  ohtaio  tho  n*4ult«  pnxluMHl 
*y  tho  American  pam|Mi»  with  l*Io|cii*h 

apparatu«  whtoh  roquiroa  much  Iom  fuol. 
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ARMY-PRIXrK   IIKXKY  OF 
l<A'rrKNBEK(». 

Mr.  lanOT'CIlKKK  ajiked  tho  Secrt- 
tary  of  Stato  for  War,  Wh€»thiT  ho  wil' 
inform  himtk^tf  if  tho  appointment  of 
I'rlnco  lUurj  of  1Utti*nbor((  to  a  (^ap- 
tatncy  in  tho  R<*>nmont  of  tho  \%i  Lifo 
C^uanli  ia  contomplatiHl ;  an<l«  if  to,  whe- 
ther tho  Princi'  llonry  will  bo  called 
upon  to  paM  the  usual  oxami nation ;  and, 
wiii*th<*r  tho  rank  will  bo  honorarj,  or 
he  will  roct»ivc  the  paj  attached  to  a 
]{#»)fi mental  (^aptainrv  ? 

Tub  8i:<n{FrrAHY  or  STATE  Mr. 
r\Mrnr.t.L-lU3iXBnMAX  :  It  will  be  timo 
en«iu(rh  to  ct>n«tder  th<«?te  QuoAtione  when 
anr  pn»p«)ial  on  tho  0ubj<H:t  i^  brought 
Wfore  me.  I  informed  nij  hon.  Frimd 
on  Frtdftj  la«»t,  that  no  propo4.«il  on  thiA 
••ibjrrt  had  boon  tubmittrd  to  me.  No 
tra«^  of  anj  nuoh  propoMil  oxiM*  in  th«( 
r<*<-«>riU  of  tho  %\  ar  <  office ;  and  I  am 
afraid  I  ran  hnnllj  undertoko,  as  ho  now 
ftij^^«*ftt«  that  I  should,  to  in<|uire  who* 
tli<r  thi^  noo-exi«t«*nt  prfiposal  is,  or  maj 
har«<  b^^'O,  <ontemplati*d.  I  am  at  a  loss 
t'>  know  how  I  should  proceed,  or  whore 
I  should  stop,  if  I  rommenriHl  such  in- 
<] (lines  ;  and  I  think  my  hoo.  Frif«nd 
«iU  aj^rt^that  it  is  brtior  for  me  tocfio- 
t»*ut  mrself  with  tli«*  consideration  of 
ca«4««  when  thi  J  aitiislly  ari«e  I  have, 
th«*r«<foro,  not  c«iti^iderod  thi*  p>int«  of 
ij'tail  to  which  the  latter  |>art  of  his 
Qui*stion  refers. 

AUMY  —  r.KKK^T^    mF    A     VVJ  KA^^KO 

>*»U>lKK-<  ASK    i*r    DENNIS 

M*1M>NNKLU 

If  a.  o*KKLLY  ask^^il  th«*  Secretarr 

• 

of  Htat't  for  War,  Whotiier  iH^oni* 
ll*l^mn<ll,  of  the  57th  F<iut,  die<!  11* 
year*  air>,  leavinic  eff<*cts  Talutnl  at 
£14  2«.  H^. :  whether  appliraUoo  was 
made  by  Michael  M*lMnnell,  of  Cur- 
guwan,  >trokf«t4»wn,  f«<r  this  prt>f>rrty 
aa  Brxt  h«>ir ;  whither  he  rvc«  ive*l  the 
sum  of  £i  17«.  (U.  sixt<^n  7<*ar«  a;^  ; 
aiid«  whether  there  is  any  other  ilaimaot 
for  the  baUocv ;  aod,  if  nut,  why  the 
•ooi  alill  ta  the  hands  of  the  Waf  i  »IBee 
ia  Mt  fid  over  to  Michael  M'Doa&eU  f 


i 


Turn  SECRETARY  or  RTATB  (Mr. 
("AicrBKLL-BAvyxRMAs; :  The  facta  are 
aa  stated  in  the  Question,  The  eoldier'a 
name  was,  howi*ver,  Ennis,  and  the 
relatives  who  have  applied  have  receiviHl 
their  share  as  such.  As  to  the  other  re* 
pn^sontativcs,  none  others  have  made  any 
claim,  and  there  would  be  no  motive  fur 
iaqtiirj. 

Ma.  O'KKLLY :  Could  the  right  hon. 
Qentloman  say  how  long  it  was  aince 
the  monuy  was  paid,  and  whether  there 
havo  boon  any  appeals  for  tho  balance  ; 
and,  also,  whether  the  Statue  of  Limita* 
tiona  would  not  bo  a  barf 

Ma.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
It  ia  not  a  bar. 

I*<>ST    OKFirK    {IRKL-iNI)}-POKT 
OFKICK  AT  CLASHAUANNY. 

Ma.  O'KKLLY  asked  Uie  Financial 
Secretary  to  tho  Treasury,  Whether  it  ia 
true  that,  in  October  IHHI,  a  guarantee 
of  £5  was  paid  for  the  establishment  of 
a  p^wt  ofRco  at  tho  Cn»f8  Roads  of 
Clashaganny  for  the  aitximmodalion  of 
tho  houM^holders  of  al>out  twenty  town- 
lands  in  that  neighbourhood ;  whether, 
on  tho  receipt  t>f  the  X5  so  paid,  tho 
authorities  in  Dublin  c<(Lablished  an 
office  a  half  an  Kiiglish  mil«*  away  in  aa 
inrfinroDient  and  unntii table  st>ot,  on  the 
borders  of  tho  waste  farms  (4  Roscom- 
mon ;  wh«'ther  teven-etghthstif  tho  houae* 
holders,  including  tho  original  guaran- 
tors, prut«'«t«»d  by  petition  against  tho 
e«tablishmcnt  4>f  th«*  otlire  at  any  oth<*r 
place  than  thn  Chmm  Roads  of  rlasha- 
ganny ;  and,  whether,  under  the  circum- 
stanc<«s,  he  will  take  st<ps  to  remove  the 
post  office  to  tho  CV>«s  Roads  f 

Tin:  SWKCTARY  to  tub  TRBA- 
SrRY  Mr.  H.  H.  FowLBa, :  Under  a 
guarantee  of  £5  a-year  a  Tost  Office 
was  opened  on  the  1st  February,  18H5, 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Flanagan,  in 
thec<*ntre  of  thetownlandof  Clashaganny, 
at  a  di«tanco  of  between  900  and  4<n) 
yards  from  the  ( Voss  K4>sd«.  No  pledge 
was  given  that  tho  office  should  be  at  the 
(V)ss  Itoads.  On  the  contrary,  the 
guarantor  was  eaproftsly  iafonnod  thai 
the  l>«*|iartment  nmld  not  undertake  to 
secure  the  appointment  for  his  nominee. 
After  the  establishment  of  the  office  a 
Memorial  was  received  tiraying  for  the 
removal  of  the  office  to  the  t  *ross  Itoads ; 
but  nothing  would  be  gained  in  point  of 
poblio  ooovenieo<'e  by  the  reaaoval  of 
the  oOce,  and  the  appUoaliM  waa  mC 
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complied  with.  I  understand  that  the 
guarantee  will  not  be  continued,  and  in 
that  case  I  fear  there  will  be  no  alter* 
natiye  but  to  close  the  office  altogether. 

ADMINISTRATION   AND 
EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  RYLAND8  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Oovemment,  at  an  earlj 
poriod  this  Session,  to  take  steps  for  the 
appointment  of  Select  Committees  to  in- 
quire into  the  Administration  and  Ex- 
penditure of  the  great  Spending  Depart- 
ments of  the  Stato  ? 

Tub  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone),  in  reply,  said,  he  had  not 
abandoned  the  idea  referred  to  in  the 
Question  of  his  hon.  Friend;  but  ho  must 
take  a  week  or  two  to  consider  whether 
they  could  carry  out  their  intention 
during  the  present  Session,  haying  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  important  Select 
Committees  which  cither  had  been  or 
were  about  to  be  appointed.  Such  a 
Committee,  whenever  it  was  appointed, 
should  be  of  the  strongest  character. 

PARIS  INDUSTRIAL  EXHIBITION. 

Mb.  SPENSLEY  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  If  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  propose  to  take  part  in 
the  International  Exhibition  which  tho 
French  Republic  has  announced  its 
intention  of  holding  in  Paris  during 
1889? 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Oladstonb),  in  reply,  said,  that  no  com- 
munication with  respect  to  the  Exhibi- 
tion had  as  yet  been  received  from  the 
French  Oovemment ;  and,  therefore,  the 
time  had  not  yet  come  for  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  to  decide  whether  they 
would  take  part  in  it. 


IRELAND-LORD  R^iNDOLPU 
CHURCHILL  AT  BELFAST. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
wish  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prune  Minister,  with  re- 
gard to  a  Notice  of  Motion  which  stands 
tenth  on  the  Paper  to-morrow,  and 
which  has  been  placed  there  by  the  hoo. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton).  It  re- 
lates to  certain  speeches  of  my  noble 
Friend  near  me  (Lord  Randolph 
Ghorohill).  I  was  unable  to  be  in  my 
plaoe,  unfortunately,  when  the  right 
AOB.  Gentleman  on  Friday,  as  I  under- 1 
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stand,  declined  to  afford  facilities  to  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  for  the  purpose 
of  the  discussion  of  the  Motion.  Sir,  on 
behalf,  not  only  of  my  noble  Friend,  but 
of  his  Colleagues  in  the  late  Govern- 
ment, I  venture  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  reconsider  that  decision. 
The  charge  made  against  my  noble 
Friend  is  a  very  grave  one— that  he  has 
attempted  to  intimidate  this  House,  and 
been  inciting  Her  Majesty's  subjects  to 
civil  war.  The  circumstances  of  the 
case  show  that  it  is  not  merely  a  charge 
made  by  one  private  Member  of  this 
House  against  another  private  Member ; 
and,  therefore,  what  I  would  ask  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  do  is  this — to 
exercise  his  influence  with  those  hon. 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House  who 
have  given  Notices  of  Motion  anterior 
to  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo,  in  order  that  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  may  be  taken  a^ 
the  first  Business  of  the  evening  to- 
morrow. Of  course.  Sir,  I  may  say  wo 
would  use  a  similar  influence  on  our 
side.  I  think,  on  reconsideration,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that  it  is 
a  matter  which  ought  to  be  discussed 
without  loss  of  time. 

Thk  FIRST  LORD  of  tm  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstowb)  :  This 
is  a 'matter  which  it  is  rather  difficult  to 
deal  with  in  a  way  of  Question  and  An- 
swer, because  it  is  almost  inevitable  that 
the  Question  and  the  Answer  should 
assume  more  or  less  of  an  argumenta- 
tive character ;  and  I  am  not  sure  that 
my  memory  serves  me  with  sufficient 
accuracy  to  enable  me  to  give  a  positive 
reply  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
There  is  much  greater  difficulty  in  the 
case,  I  think,  than  he  appears  to  sup- 

rse.  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  so  faras 
am  aware,  Notices  of  the  kind  have 
been  given  frequently  by  independent 
Members,  but  have  not  been  permitted 
to  cause  any  interference  with  the  ordi- 
nary Business  of  the  House,  in  order 
that  they  should  take  precedenoe.  A 
Notice  of  this  kind,  charging  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
Goremment  Board  (Mr.  Chamberlain) 
with  very  grave  offences  indeed,  was 
given  by  the  noble  Lord  who  himaslf  is 
the  subject  of  this  present  Notice.  If 
I  remember  aright,  my  right  hon.  Friend 
was  content  to  take  bis  chance,  and  no 
attempt  was  made  to  obtain  any  altera- 
tion in  the  ooune  of  Busineea  in  this 
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IToaae.  I  may  My.  8ir,  that  in  the 
laftt  rariiamoot,  uti^trhing  my  memory 
a  little  bit  further  back^  I  wet  myM^lf 
the  object  of  a  Notice  of  a  nimilar  cha- 
factor.  fpTon  by  a  Memhor  eitttnir  upon 
thA  then  UoTomroent  nide  of  tho  IIoum*. 
Tht»  t^rmn  of  that  Notico  of  Motion  I 
em  boun<l  to  Mir  I  here  totally  for- 
l^otten  ;  but  it  «ae  a  Notice  of  a  cha* 
racter  which  would  have  expelliMl  me 
frt>m  thift  Ilouee  if  paeecnl.  At  that 
time  I  hnd  )>een  a  Member  for  more 
than  40  ycam.  and  for  manr  years  Prime 
Miniater  of  this  country  ;  but  I  do  not 
know  that  anyone  attempted  to  inter- 
fere with  the  course  of  liudinMM*  of  the 
Ilfiuee  in  reference  to  that  Notice.  I 
should  hate  th'Mif^ht  it  a  i^rent — woll,  I 
will  not  «\T  what  1  ahould  hare  thought 
it — be(*au*o  it  wiMild  MM«m  that  I  wa^ 
findin)(  fnult  with  the  riffht  hun.  Gen* 
tl<*roan  and  th»iM«  who  hare  pursued  a 
dtlli>rent  course.  I  do  n<»t  know  whe> 
ther  anvthint*  else  is  to  be  siiid  of  thi^ 
matter  whi«  h  wi>uld  thmw  further  Hirht 
uivfin  it.  I  admit  that  it  i^  one  matter 
ti>  a«k  that  a  (iovernnu^nt  niirht  •thuuld 
)m*  ipTi-n  for  the  di<MU^%ion  of  a  ^uhjtt  t, 
and  another  to  a«k  for  such  kindly  in- 
t>*rTeniion  as  the  ri^ht  hon  <ri*ntl<'mnn 
has  now  a«k«|  f<ir.  Out  «»f  re*jM»ft  to 
the  rii;ht  hon.  Oenthman.  I  should  b«' 
willing'  to  fiirwanl  the  matt«*r  as  ho  de- 
»ir«  4 ;  but  it  M<*ms  to  me  that  to  do  a 
thtnic  of  that  »ort  would  be  eMibli^hinj^ 
prfr<N!i>nt*«  which  niif?ht  1m»  theroeannof 
cau*ini;  inf^cnrt^nienff*  ti»th<«  IIou«e.  Wo 
will  take  two  or  tlir«*««  hours  to  «>(]i%id«»r 
th«*  ma*t«*r.  and  I  will  inform  the  rij^ht 
h<*n.  Uentleman  a^  f*fn  as  I  can.  It  is 
not.  howeTt  r,  the  plnin  and  straight* 
fi>rward  matter  that  it  »<  <«ms  to  be  :  ftir, 
of  ciorse,  new  ca^es  of  this  sort  may 
arive.  dilfcrintr  frtmi  some  that  hare 
<*crum<U  and  one  must  be  cautious  in 
f'xtabliahing  pnH«*Iont«. 

S!u  JuSKl'II  TKA^K  naid.  that  as 
one  «»f  tho««»  who  had  Notio-*  on  the 
l*ajH»r  liarinf^  prior •••r  ovor  that  of  th»» 
hon  Menil»«-r  for  M»gt».  he  would  l»e 
rery  clad  to  waire  his  ri^ht,  in  onhT 
ti»  alf*  T>\  the  noble  I«ord  thf»opp<irtunitr 
of  making  the  nplarution  r«>  dr»tr«d  J 
in  r»'|-lr  to  thf*e  charg«*s,  «hi<h  he  fi'h 
to  l»e  alTt-i'ting  hi«  rhsrartrr.  Ho  far  as  ■ 
he  was  |«ers«>nallr  r<»nreme<l.  be  should 
l»e  willing  ti>  waive  his  right  to  ol  ligf 
th«*  noble  I^ird.  fr«ding  sure  that  the 
noble  Ix>rtl  w«»uld  aft  in  a  similar  way 
towards  him  -.Hir  Joeeph  P^aee)  if  be  I 


IllAacn  1,  lSBr>}  Serrw  E$iimsi4t.        15M 

wished  to  haaten  t»n  tha  discusaion  of 
a  queation  alfecting  hie   pobUo  utter* 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DA  Y. 

SrPPLY-riVlL  SKKVICE  ESTlMATfiS. 

Hci'PLT-- ^oNM^rr^  in  (^ommittee. 

fin  the  Committee.) 

Class  Y.— Fokkiox  akd  Cou>sul 
8cavu  Bs. 

I.    Motion  made,  and  Quf^tion  pro* 

JK>StH], 

"H.  it  s  St)|  2*.rni«*nt«rT  turn,  n<it  rY(«<Hling 
£J«'»,(>f^>.  U  ictttiti4  to  Ili'r  Mijftttf,  to  tlrfrsy 
th«  <  KiriT*'  wt.:  h  «t!!  <  '11. «  in  cinmo  nf  |Mijr* 
mcnt  dunnir  the  yvwr  «*n«linK  on  th««  Slat  dsj 
of  .M«rrh  1*«*«<I.  for  tht«  KifBooai^  of  ||«t  Ma* 
j<st)*s  KmbssMossoil  Mu«ii«aB  Abn«4/' 

Ma.  BKADLAnni :  In  mortng  to 
redure  this  Supplementary  Vote  of 
ij:>,(M>0  by  the  sum  of  £12, .500.  I  shall 
cHinline  myself  to  such  part  of  the  Mis* 
«ion  of  Hir  II.  I>ruiumond  Wolff  aa  re> 
lat<*a  to  (\>nstaotinopl<».  because  it  it 
only  on  that  part  that  TaiMTs  are  in  the 
hands  of  Members.  It  is  possibln  that, 
to^onio  extent,  1  may  misrepresent  (lome 
of  the  fa<t««  bc<nuio  I  s<e  that,  baring 
r«'^Rrd  to  the  amount**  spent  in  tele* 
irrams  nt  Constantinople,  it  ia  <|uite 
evident  that  only  part  'jf  the  t«»l«»grama 
w  hirh  pa*«ed  lN<t  we««Q  Sir  II.  l>rummond 
Wolff  and  the  lato  (}uremment  ha%'e 
b«>cn  communirst^d  to  th««  House.  My 
first  |>oiot  i»,  that  Sir  II.  I>rammond 
Woltrouirht  not  to  bare  In^en  appointed 
to  this  Mivion  at  all.  end  that,  if  ha 
was  appoint*^,  a  new  Writ  should  bare 
beon  at  om*e  iMued  in  compliance  with 
the  VI.  Jnn0,  c.  A,  s.  'ift,  which  proridee 
that  in  the  case  of  any  perfon^  after 
ba%*ing  been  ch«»sen  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  <%»mnioos,  accepting  anrollice 
of  prttfit  und»»r  the  Ouwn,  his  eicclion 
•hall  be  declared  roid«  and  a  new  Writ 
i<««ued  as  if  such  prr«*n  were  naturally 
dead.  I  c>nt<>nd  that,  in  this  caae,  Her 
Maje«ty*a  (toremment  hare  been  guilty 
of  a  rlfar  breach  of  duty  in  not  baring 
at  onct»  mored  for  a  now  Writ  dirtctly 
thor  apfw>tot*iI  Hir  II.  I>rummond  Wolff 
to  this  Mi«»ioo.  Hut  I  see,  from  the 
t%>nreatio|i  set  out  on  pege  97  of  the 
Papers,  Kg>pt,  Ni».  I.,  that  as  late  aa 
thf  month  of  (M<»l>er  Sir  H.  Prummond 
Wolff  continued  to  deecribe  himeelf  aa 
'•  Mtfmbf«  dtt  ParlemettC'    I  maiataift 
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tbat  be  ceased  to  be  a  Member  in  tbe 
montb  of  August,  and  I  submit  to  tbe 
Oommittee  that  the  Oovemment  ougbt 
not  to  bave  allowed  tbe  law  to  be  vio- 
lated. I  further  maintain  tbat  if  it  was 
intended  tbat  this  Mission  sbould  bare 
a  good  effect  at  Constantinople  and 
Cairo,  tbe  choice  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  was  a  most  unhappy  one,  unless 
the  happiness  of  tbe  choice  may  be 
illustrated  by  the  need  that  was  found 
to  appoint  to  some  places  of  profit  the 
whole  of  the  Members  of  tbe  Fourth 
Party,  which  determined  the  policy  of 
tbe  ConserTatiye  Party.  Sir  K.  Drum- 
mond Wolff,  while  in  this  House,  sup- 
ported the  express  declarations  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington 
(Lord  Randolph  Cburchm).,That  noble 
Ix>rd  declared  tbat  the  Egyptian  Oo- 
vemment— I  am  now  quoting  tbe  lan- 
guage of  tbe  noble  Lord,  endorsed  as 
late  as  October,  1885,  from  an  autho- 
rized version  of  bis  speeches — was  a 
bad  Oovemment;  tbat  no  worse  Oo- 
vernment  existed  on  tbe  face  of  the 
earth;  and  that  Tewfik  and  the  Turk 
ougbt  to  be  compelled  to  take  their  de- 
parture bag  and  baggage  out  of  Egypt. 
It  is  right  to  add  tbat  tbe  noble  Lord  has 
since  changed  his  views  on  these  points, 
and  the  same  authorized  expression  of 
bis  opinion  explains  why  be  has  changed 
them.  He  says  that  since  1880  there 
have  been  many  sudden  political  changes 
in  this  country,  and  that  no  fair-minded 
person  would  expect  any  politician  to 
maintain  anything  like  an  approach  to 
rigid  consistency  in  political  utterances. 
It  may  be  thought  tbat  views  so  vigor- 
ously expressed,  and  still  entertained, 
would  not  be  calculated  to  aid  any  Mis- 
sion from  that  quarter,  and  I  think  tbe 
Committee  will  see  from  tbe  Blue  Book 
that  on  every  single  point  on  which  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  received  instruc- 
tions be  failed.  Every  point  in  turn 
was  insisted  upon  and  abandoned,  and 
tbe  total  result  of  the  Mission  may  be 
summed  up  in  tbe  word  fiiV,  except 
so  far  as  it  was  a  visit  of  pleasure, 
which  we  may  all  hope  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  enjoyed,  but  for  which 
a  sum  of  £25,000  is  a  little  too  mucb  to 
ask  tbis  country  to  pay.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  reject  tbe  whole  of  tbe  £25,000. 
My  Motion  is  only  to  reduce  tbe  Vote  by 
tbe  sum  of  £12,500.  There  seems  to  be 
a  wide  margin  in  tbe  charge  for  tele- 
grams to  cover  many  contingencies.    II 
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the  Oommittee  will  refer  to  tbe  instme- 
tions  contained  in  the  Papers,  Egypt 
No.  I.,  page  1,  tbey  will  find  tbat  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  was  specifically 
charged  to  obtain  a  military  co-opera- 
tion on  the  part  of  tbe  Sultan  in  sending 
out  troops  to  the  Soudan.     But  tbe 
Sultan  would  not  give  a  single  man. 
The  demand  was  insisted  upon,  and 
again  refused,    and    ultimately    aban- 
doned.   In  tbe  next  place,  tbe  Sultan, 
after  having  refused  to  send  troops,  was 
asked  to  allow  recruiting.  That  was  in- 
sisted upon  ;  but  tbe  Sultan's  Advisers 
would  do  nothing  of  tbe  kind,  and  tbat 
demand,  too,  was  abandoned  in  turn. 
At  last  words  were  introduced  into  the 
Convention  which  were  known  to  mean 
nothing,  but  which  enabled  the  late  Oo- 
vemment, in  a  critical  time,  to  annoance 
to  tbe  country  tbe  great  success  of  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff's  Mission,  when 
tbey  knew,  and  bad  the  means  of  know- 
ing,  that  not  only  bad  tbat  Mission 
been  attended  with  no  success,  but  that 
there  was  no  shadow  of  justification  for 
sending  it  out.    In  the  next  place.  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  was  told  to  ask 
that  some  stipulation  in  reference  to  tbe 
Slave  Trade  should  be  made.    It  is  well 
known  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that 
there  are  kind-hearted  and  philanthropic 
Oentlemen  who  would  be  induced  to 
vote  a  good  deal  of  money  if  they  were 
told  something  about  its  being  neces- 
sary for  tbe  abolition  of  tbe  Slave  Trade. 
But  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  yielded 
even  upon  that  point.    It  did  not  mean 
mucb;  but  the  Sultan  refused  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  tbe  late  Oovemment. 
Tbe  Marquess  of  Salisbury  telegraphed 
tbat  it  must  be  insisted  upon ;  out  the 
Sultan  still  remained  obdurate  and  firm, 
and  said — *'  I  have  kept  all  your  Conven- 
tions.   If  anyone  has  broken  tbe  Con- 
vention bv  dealing  with  slaves,  it  is  you ; 
and  you  did  it  by  tbe  bands  of  Oeneral 
Oordon."    Finally,  this  point,   having 
been  strenuously  insisted  upon  at  first, 
was  also  abandoned.     It  would  not  le 
fair  if  I  did  not  deal  with  tbe  one  point  of 
success,  and  that  one  point  of  success  I 
would  commend  to  the  attention  of  hon. 
Oentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
in  view  of  many  of  the  Election  speeches 
which  tbey  have  recently  made.    The 
one  success  is  tbat  the  Sultan  is  recog- 
nized as   Caliph  of    bis  religion  and 
as  spiritual  Chief.    [An  bon.  M sxata : 
No.J    I  am  sorry  to  diaagree  with  the 
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boiL  If  omber  who  iotmnpU  me ;  but  if 
bo  will  refer  to  No.  66  on  page  39  of  tho 
Papers  roUting  to  thie  matter,  be  will 
•ee  that  I  am  guilty  of  no  mierepreaenta- 
tion.  It  will  be  fouod  tbat  if  there  ia 
any  miarppreaentation,  it  rveta  with  Sir 
li.  Dmmmond  Wolff  and  not  with  mo, 
becauae  in  this  Paper,  carefullr  pre- 
pared and  int4«nd4«d  to  bo  preeeed  upon 
the  notiee  of  the  Knglt»h  public,  «*<tr 
II.  I>rummond  WolCf  aaja  that  Her  Ma- 
jf««ty*a  Government  rec%ignijtee  that  tho 
bultan  ia  Sovereign  of  l*IgTi>t  and  Caliph 
of  hit  rvligion.  8ir  11.  Ihiimmond 
Wulff  ia  very  likely  wrong— for  he  ia 
wn»ng  in  to  many  things,  and  it  ia  just 
poaaible  that  he  may  be  wrong  in  this-* 
but,  at  any  rate,  that  is  what  he  saya. 
Now,  I  submit  that  it  ia  no  part  of  the 
duty  of  this  country  to  pay  £12,500 
for  the  sonrices  of  a  (rsntloman,  how- 
ever able— -and  in  this  caM>  I  admit  the 
ability— to  go  to  (\>nfttantinople  in  order 
that  the  HuUan  should  bo  recogniied  as 
C^aliph  of  his  religioa.  It  is  true  that 
a  Special  (\>mtui»Moner  was  stmt  by 
Turkey  to  Kgypt,  and  tho  circumatanooa 
attending  that  appointment  d«»»4>rvt»  no* 
tiro  whan  you  consider  the  bold  war  in 
which  hon.  Gentlemon  opposite,  in  their 
Kitf«rtions|>ecchtHi,  asn^rtiHl  theiiupri«macy 
of  England  abn>ad.  In  tho  (\>Qventtuu 
at  waa  agreed  that  the  Turkiah  Commis- 
sioner and  the  Commisaioner  of  the 
Vicerov  of  Egypt  were  to  settle  every- 
thing by  ihemsalvos,  and  thon  to  com- 
mutiirate  tha  result  to  the  High  (^lm- 
missiuncrof  England  aft«*r  an  agr«*4«ment 
had  ba<*n  coma  to,  but  not  before.  Thus, 
for  £Pi.aoo,  all  you  g<*t  is  the  right  to 
be  told  what  has  been  arranged,  and  of 
aasaotiag  to  it  if  you  like ;  but  you  have 
BO  |>ower  of  dissenting  from  it  if  you  do 
not  like  it.  I  submit  lo  the  Committi^e 
that  the  UiMion  of  Sir  II.  Drummond 
Wolff  haa  been  a  lamentable  failure, 
and  that  this  Vote  is  one  which  tho 
<  ommittoe  ought  not  not  to  My.  I  bt^g, 
therefore,  to  move  that  the  Vote  be  ro- 
duced  by  the  sum  of  £Pi,5<H). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propos««d, 

••  That  s  Staj  j  !'in«'nt.«iy  •!»«»,  »'«l  c  ir«#«!inj; 
Cli>»e,U  ffraat.a  to  \Ut  M»««tr.  to  ilrfr»% 
U^    <  hftrfv    whit  h    Will   CQOi*    la    n  \xrm  <»l  ! 
rA>aMot  Junac  th«  vcar  mcltiiK  on  Ui'  Jlft  i 
«U)r   ol  llATth    l!«<^^*,  /ur  th*  Kt|icttar«of  Mrt  ' 
MAjr«t\*ft  KabAttus  Aa4  lliau>  n«  AbrtAd.*'— 
{Mr.  BrmdUmfh 

Sir  JULUN  GOLDSIilD:  In  1879 
I  Teatuied  to  call  the  atlantioa  of  the 


nouae  to  the  policy  adopted  bpr  the 
then  Conaervaiive  Govemmont  in  re* 
gard  to  Egypt,  whon  the  late  Khe<liveof 
I^^ypt  was  deposod.  I  pointed  out  that 
that  iHjlicy  waa  entirely  op|ioeed  to  the 
policy  which  had  always  Levn  followed 
by  liord  Palmcrftton  and  the  Karl  of 
Clarendon.  liord  Palmerston  always 
tritnl  to  limit,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
power  oxercisod  by  Turkey  over  Egypt. 
Thure  are  numetous  despatchea  of 
I»rd  Palmerston  in  existc>noe  whi<h 
prove  that  abundantly;  but  the  th(*n 
(onserrative  Govemmont,  instead  of 
following  that  example,  increas4*d  the 
power  of  Turkey  bv  going  with  Franct* 
to  demand  of  the  Porto  tne  depoaition 
of  Ismail  Pasha  the  late  Viceroy  of 
^'icypt.  That  queation  ia  a  large  on<% 
and  I  will  not  go  into  it  now ;  but  here, 
again,  wo  have  been  endeavouring  to 
enlarge  the  power  of  the  Sultan  by 
asking  the  Porta  to  send  Turkish  tn>opa 
to  the  Soudan,  and  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  Egypt.  Now,  inter- 
fi'rence  such  as  that  contemplated  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  Eg;)'pt  is  sp^vially 
objectionable.  I^ook  at  tlie  drspatchea 
of  1809,  when  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 

JHiinted  out  that  the  (Igypt  of  that 
lay  waa  not  the  Egypt  oV  1841,  and 
that  since  that  date  the  Porte  had  made 
roncesaiona  to  the  Khedive,  among 
which  the  one  relating  to  hereditary 
succession  mutt  be  considered  the  most 
effective.  The  Earl  of  Clarendon  added 
that  Her  Majestr's  Government  would 
d<*eply  re^t  if  the  Purte  were  to 
overstrain  its  legitimate  preruffative  and 
rights  ia  regard  to  Egypt,  now,  what 
I  say  is  this,  that  in  the  preaent  in* 
stance  the  late  Government,  through  Sir 
U.  Drummond  Wolfl*s  action,  haa  again 
induced  the  Porto  to  overstrain  its 
powers.  It  waa  exprcealy  laid  down 
that  the  Porte  should  not  interfere  with 
the  internal  affairs  of  I'^pt;  but  the 
very  obiett  with  which  Sir  II.  I>rum- 
moud  W  olff  went  to  Constantinople  waa 
to  induce  the  Pt»rte  to  interfere  not  only 
with  the  internal  administration  of  tha 
affairs  of  Egjpt,  but  by  sending  Turkish 
ti«>op«  to  the  Soudan,  and  potsiblv  to 
Egypt,  a  thing  which  haa  not  been 
done  for  manv  years — sinit*  the  time 
of  Mehemet  Ali.  Why  was  thia  course 
taken?  I  think  the  reaaon  is  per- 
fectly clear.  It  is  not  deeirable  for  us 
to  day  to  go  into  all  quMtioaa  eoo* 
nected  with  Egypt.    I  ahall  only  go  into 
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them  as  far  as  Sir  H.  Drummond 
WolflPs  Mission  applies  to  them ;  but  I 
think  it  is  clear  that,  as  has  been  sng- 
gested  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  there  was  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  provide  for  Gentlemen  of  the  Fourth 
Party,  who  had  been  extremely  useful 
to  them  in  this  Rouse.  Therefore  it  was 
necessary  to  fiud  places  for  them.  First 
of  all,  there  was  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Bandolph  Churchill),  who  led  the  Party 
with  great  ability.  He  was  made  a 
Cabinet  Minister.  Next,  there  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Manchester  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour). 
He  was  made  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  And  my  pu^acious 
Friend  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Chatham  (Sir  John  Gorst)  was  made 
Solicitor  General.  But  for  the  life  of 
them  they  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  until  a  bril- 
liant idea  suggested  itself  to  someone. 
There  had  been  several  Special  Missions 
to  Egypt — Sir  Stephen  Cave  and  Mr. 
Goschen  and  Lord  Northbrook  had  been 
there — why  not,  then,  have  a  fourth  or 
fifth  Mission,  and  send  out  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  to  complete  the  work  ?  That 
was  seized  upon  as  a  splendid  idea,  and 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  was  sent  to  Con- 
stantinople, first  to  negotiate  affairs  there, 
and  then  to  g^  on  to  Egypt,  in  order  to 
do  what  he  could  there  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  country.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  desirable  to  go  into  the  whole 
question  of  the  condition  of  Egypt ;  but 
I  think  it  is  desirable  to  see  exactly  why 
we  are  asked  to  vote  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  salary  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  and  the  heavy  expense  of  his 
Mission.  No  doubt,  there  has  been  ex- 
travagance in  the  expenditure  upon  tele- 
grams ;  but  that  is  a  very  small  matter 
in  comparison  with  the  great  principle 
which  is  here  at  stake.  In  regard  to 
one  point  which  has  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton,  it  seems 
that  when  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff 
accepted  his  appointment  to  this  Mis- 
sion, he  ought  to  have  vacated  his  seat, 
and  a  new  Writ  ought  to  have  been 
issued.  But  the  House  of  Commons 
was  not  sitting  at  the  time,  nor  did 
the  same  Parliament  re-assemble,  and 
practically  no  serious  damage  was  done, 
and  the  principle  of  vacating  a  seat  on 
appointment  to  Office  under  the  Crown 
was  not  infringed.    But  it  is  a  far  more 
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serious  thing  that  a  Special 
should  be  created  in  order  to  find  a  poet 
for  a  Gentleman,  whose  services  were 
not  required  in  England,  to  satisfy  the 
desires  of  his  Friends,  when  the  Mission 
itself  was  not  likely  to  accomplish  any 
useful  results.  So  far  as  Sir  II.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  is  concerned,  he  must  have 
known  that  he  was  despatched  upon  a 
Mission  which  was  empty  and  illusory, 
and  doomed  io  be  a  failure  from  the 
first.  I  have  looked  back  to  some  ob* 
servations  made  by  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  in  this  House  in  1879.  The  hon. 
Member  who  was  then  Member  for 
Staffordshire  (Mr.  Hanbury)  made  a 
Motion  in  reference  to  Egypt,  which  was 
seconded  by  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff, 
who  stated  on  that  occasion — 

'*  For  his  own  part — speaking  with  a  strong 
sense  of  responsibility,  and  being  desirous  of 
maintaining  the  Turkish  Empire— he  felt  oon- 
vinced  that  that  Empire  could  only  be  main- 
tained by  a  complete  system  of  decentralization. 
The  state  of  Constantinople  was  something 
perfectly  appalling,  and  ihe  scarcely  liked  to 
tell  of  all  the  instances  of  oormption  thai  had 
oome  under  his  notioe."— (S  Um$%mr4^  ['4^1 
1069.) 

In  the  year  1879,  therefore,  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  thought  the  state  of 
Constantinople  and  of  the  Turkish  Oo* 
Temment  not  only  bad,  but  full  of  cor- 
ruption. In  1886, 1  suppose,  he  thinks 
that  such  a  great  improvement  has 
taken  place  that  he  was  justified  in  going 
out  on  behalf  of  his  Oovemment  in  ord«»r 
to  induce  the  Turks  to  send  troops  to 
Egypt,  .and  to  appoint  a  Minister  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  that 
country.  Now,  the  Oonrention  yields 
Very  little.  Only  one  thing — namely, 
that  two  Oommissioners — the  Turkish 
Commissioner  and  a  Commissioner  ap- 
pointed by  the  English  Government — 
were  to  discuss  the  various  questions, 
and  lay  their  oonclusions  before  the 
Government  of  the  Khedive.  And  when 
they  agreed,  the  matter  was  to  be  brought 
before  the  English  Government.  But 
surely  that  could  have  been  done  without 
the  assistance  of  a  Turkish  or  English 
Special  Minister.  I  do  not  see  that  any* 
thing  was  gained  at  all  by  the  Mission 
of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  beyond  the 
fact  that  that  Gentleman  had  thr^ 
months'  employment  at  a  very  satisfac- 
tory salary.  I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  our 
nublio  men  are  far  too  badly  paid.  Thus, 
for  example,  I  do  not  think  that  the  mere 
salary  alone  would  ever  have  induct  ihe 
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Pria«  Hinifttor  to  ^  through  the  work 
which  DAlonUly  falU  to  him ;  but  in  this 
CAM  I  must  confoM  that  I  fail  to  ••• 
what  good  work  wan  done  for  th«  talary ; 
iu  fact,  tho  total  result  of  what  was  dono 
haa    b^ea  tho  making  of  an  illu^Hinr 
(\invootioii  with  tha  Tort^,    by   which 
thi»j  haTo  agroed   to  i^nd  a  Gommia- 
aiooor  to  Cairo*  which  admit«  a  pria* 
ci|»lt»  to  which  I,  for  ona,  am  entirely 
oppcMod*       If  jou   will   look   to   •^etj 
rapor    written    by    ereiy   Mtntstor    of 
either  political  Party  during  the  laet  20, 
80,  or  40  yaara,  you  will  fiod  that  every 
one  of  them  etronglr  intiiits  on  the  view 
of  the  Earl  of  Clan^ndon^that  the  Kgypt 
of  U>*day  is  not  the  Kgypt  of  30  or  40 
yean  ago,  and  that  althttugh  tho  Sultan 
<if   Tu rk oy  ie    the    nominal    Kujeerain, 
nerortheleea  tha  power  and  authority  of 
the  84>Terpign  of  Turkey  can  never  b«» 
eiercieed  in  that  oountfT.     In  thta  case 
we  see  the  late  (loremment  departing 
from  that  ancif»nt  principle,  proposing 
that  Turkish  tf  oops  should  be  employed 
in  l*Igypt,  aad  prop^tning,  further,  that  a 
Turkish   ( 'ommiastoner   should  bo  ap- 
lv>inte<l  to  interfere  in  the  intomal  ad- 
ministration of  Kfftptian  affaire.      Sir 
II   l)nimmond  W«>in,  in  adopting  that 
principle,  rendered  bnd  aer?ic«»  t>  the 
nmntry.     I  do  not,  howerer,  find  fault 
with  him,  but  with  the  late  Qoremmont, 
which  wanted  to  make  a  new  departure, 
and  did  not  care  what  it  waa  so  long  as 
it  was  a  policy  whi«h  differed  from  that 
of  t'H>ir  Ltb«ral  Pr^ltt  f*s«ors.     I  do  not 
aay  that  tho  LilM«ral  i Government  made 
DO  niiatakea  with  regard  to  Kgypt ;  but, 
while  I  admit  that  they  did.  I  maintain 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  tho  Consenra- 
tire  t  Goremmont  oommenced  on  this  <k«. 
casion  by  committing  a  great  blunder.  If 
yc»a  will  look  at  I»rd  Palmartton*a  d«- 
s|»atchee  in  regard  to  Kg>'pt,  you  will  ti»e 
how  he  always  Tindacat*«a  the  right  of 
according  to  Flgypt  sole  control  over  its 
internal  administration.    Therefore,  th«* 
departure  of  the  lata  Government  was 
one  of  a  very  sarious  natnre,  and  th«*y 
ought  to  gifo  soma  reason  for  havini; 
departed  from  tha  traditional  nolicy  of 
tha  oountry.     I  suppose  that  tney  had 
aoma   raason,    and  probably  a  strong 
rea«on.      I>id   thay    imagine  that  thit 
Special  If  isaioo  was  so  likely  to  prove 
suocMsful    that  thay  ware  juatittad  in 
aotaring  upon  a  new  path  f    Ware  their 
exparieoeaa   of   tha  Oooventiosa   with 
Ooaalaatittopia  ao  lavovnbla  thalth^ 


thought  the  same  principle  ought  to 
ho  enoonraged  and  further  eitended  f 
Had  they  forgotten  the  Treaty  of  Derlin, 
to  which  th*»y  themselves  were  parti«*ii, 
and  in  which  they  had  insisted  ujKin  tho 
separation  of  the  two  Itoumelias  r  Were 
they  not  aware  of  what  the  reault  of  that 
separation  had  been ;  that  it  had  only 
lasted  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  and 
that  they  themselves  had  been  the  very 
persons  who  had  been  obliged  to  admit 
that  tho  Treaty  of  1H79  had  entin^ly 
failed  ?  Were  they  encouraged  by  the 
n^ult  of  that  Treaty  to  believe  that  they 
would  ba  mora  auccesaful  in  entering 
into  any  (4>nvention  with  Turkey?  I 
set  out  with  a  passage  in  a  speech  da- 
liverMl  by  Hir  H.  l>rummond  Wolff  in 
this  House  in  1K79,  in  which  he  statM 
that  so  much  corruption  existed  in  Tur* 
key  that  he  did  not  believe  in  tha  poisi- 
bility  of  forming  a  good  Government 
there.  If  thc»re  waa  no  poeaibility  of  our 
securing  good  government  in  Turk«*y, 
did  ho  imagine  that  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment were  likely  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  Kgypt  ?  I  remember, 
in  1H79,  pointing  out,  when  it  waa  pro« 
|>osed  that  the  Turkish  authorities  ahould 
call  Kgyfit  to  account  for  its  Debt,  that 
the  pemon  who  waa  to  cill  her  to  ar* 
count  waa  a  pers<m  who  had  got  into 
debt  himaelf.  Probably  it  waa  on  the 
principle  of  setting  a  thief  to  catch  a 
thief.  Turkey  had  never  shown  by  its 
own  work  in  tha  past  any  capacity  for 

rirforming  the  task  she  had  undertaken, 
submit  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  employ 
Hir  H.  I>rummond  Wolff  in  the  first  in* 
stanoe,  and  that  it  was  a  still  greater 
mistake  to  give  him  the  instruotioua 
which  are  to  be  found  in  theaa  Papers; 
and  I  contend  that  Her  Majesty's  late 
Govemmaat  are  reaponaibla  for  depart- 
ing from  that  pfdicy  which  had  for  a 
long  series  of  years  been  aocc<«ssfuUy 
pursued  t>y  succeesiva  Ministers — Vis- 
count Palmerston,  the  Karl  of  rUren- 
don,  the  Karl  of  I>erby,  the  Karl  of 
Mslmi*sbury,  and  others.  I  trust  that 
the  (%mimitlaa  will  have  a  complete  ex- 

J Sanation  in   justification  of  this  Vote 
n»ro  some   Member  of  Iler  Majesty's 
lata  Government. 

8in  GKORGK  CAMMIELL:  I  can- 
not altogether  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend 
who  has  juat  spoken.  I  do  not  think 
that  Sir  11.  I>r«mmond  Wdfl^s  Miawon 
may  not  be  produalive  of  some  wmM 
I  eoalaaa  that  I  waa  myaalf 
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somewhat  alarmed  at  ezpresaioiiB  which 
fell  from  Her  Majesty's  late  Oovemmont 
in  regard  to  that  Mission.  I  eertainly 
supposed  from  what  they  stated  that 
they  had  in  their  minds  some  idea  of 
making  over  Egypt  to  the  rule  of  Tur- 
key; but  when  I  came  to  look  at  the 
Papers,  I  found  that  that  was  not  so. 
I  find  that  the  object  of  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond  Wolff's  Mission  was  not  to  make 
over  Egypt  to  the  Turks,  but  to  get  the 
Turks  to  assist  us  by  taking  over  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Soudan.  Now,  what  is 
present  to  my  mind  is  this — ^that  whe- 
ther we  deal  with  Turkish  or  any  other 
Oriental  Government,  we  seem  to  treat 
them  in  a  very  foolish  way,  as  if  they 
were  mere  children  who  might  be  easily 
bamboozled.  Now,  why  on  earth  should 
the  Turks  be  such  fools  as  to  leave  us  in 
the  possession  of  Egypt  while  they  take 
up  a  position  in  the  Soudan  ?  Egypt  is 
oertainly  the  oyster,  while  the  Soudan 
is  only  the  shell.  Therefore,  the  send- 
ing out  of  a  man  of  high  experience  and 
knowledge  to  endeavour  to  induce  the 
Turks  to  undertake  this  task  was  one 
which  was  not  likely  to  be  successful, 
and,  therefore,  so  far  as  that  part  of  Sir 
H.  Drummond  WolfTs  Mission  to  Con- 
stantinople is  concerned,  I  am  not  sur- 
prised at  its  failure.  But  when  we  oome 
to  the  question  of  Egypt,  our  posi- 
tion there  seems  to  me  to  have  been  so 
bad  that  it  was  not  possible  for  a  Gen- 
tleman of  Sir  K.  Drummond  Wolff's 
experience — although  he  was  acting 
nnder  what  I  admit  to  be  vague,  al- 
though reasonable,  instructions  on  the 
part  of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury — it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  make  things 
worse,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was 
the  possibility  of  making  them  better. 
So  far  as  financial  matters  are  oonoemed, 
the  only  result  that  I  can  see  of  recent 
transactions  has  been  to  add  £9,000,000 
to  the  Egyptian  Debt,  and  to  induce  us 
to  undertake  a  military  occupation  at  an 
enormous  expense  to  this  country.  I 
have  tried  to  extract  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Seoretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  Campbell- Bannerman)  some  figures 
which  might  give  us  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  cost  to  the  people  of  this 
country  of  that  military  occupation.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  very  cauttouslv  told 
us  that  he  could  not  undertake  to 
estimate  the  total  cost,  and  he  could  not 
even  tell  us  what  Efgjj^t  would  repay. 
Now,  what  is  the  cost  of  the  military 
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defence  of  Egjrpt  to  this  oonntry?  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  expense  is  so 
enormous  that  the  cost  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff's  Mission,  large  as  it 
is,  is  a  mere  bagatelle  if  there  is  the 
least  hope  that,  by  any  arrangement  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  may  make,  this 
country  will  be  able  to  get  rid  of  that 
expense,  and  come  away  from  Egypt 
altogether.  I  believe  I  am  not  guilty 
of  exaggeration  when  I  say  that  tho 
arrangements  for  the  military  defence 
of  Egypt  are  costing  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country  at  this  moment  something 
over  £4,000,000  per  annum.  Mr.  Giffen, 
in  an  artide  which  he  published  the 
the  other  day,  calculated  that  the  cost 
of  a  British  soldier,  combatant  and  non- 
combatant,  effective  and  non-effeotive, 
is  about  £160  per  annum.  Now,  I  did 
succeed  in  extracting  one  piece  of  infor- 
mation from  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  it  was 
that,  all  told,  there  are  at  this  moment 
in  Egypt,  employed  in  the  defence  of 
that  country,  17,600  British  troops,  2,900 
Indian  troops^and  we  have  the  autho- 
rity of  the  late  Under  Soeretaiy  of 
State  for  India  (Mr.  Cross)  for  saying 
that  the  Indian  troops  cost  just  as  much 
as  British  troops — and  4,000  others  em- 
ployed in  transport  and  such  work.  Add- 
ing those  together,  we  have  a  total 
number  of  24,500.  We  are  told  that 
the  average  cost  of  a  British  soldier, 
including  non-combatants,  comee  to 
something  like  £150  per  annum.  But 
we  must  add  to  that  the  extraordinary 
expenditure  occurring  in  Egypt — the 
transport  expense,  and  the  large  addi- 
tional expense  for  the  non- effective 
force ;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  found, 
after  making  allowance  for  these  addi- 
tional expenses,  that  the  minimum  ooat 
of  every  man  now  employed  in  the 
defence  of  Egypt  is  at  least  £200  per 
annum.  Then,  if  you  multiply  £200  by 
24,500,  you  will  find  that  the  defence 
of  Egypt  is  costing  this  country  at  the 
present  moment  upwards  of  £4,600,000 
per  annum,  of  which  but  a  small  sum 
will  be  repaid  by  Egypt.  I  know 
that  I  may  be  told  that,  if  the  troops 
are  not  employed  in  Egypt,  they  will 
be  employed  somewhere  else.  Now, 
I  deny  that  altogether,  notwithstanding 
the  increase  in  the  strength  of  the 
British  Army.  I  take  it,  from  a  sneeeh 
delivered  not  long  ago  by  Lord  Wob»- 
ley,  that  we  are  iS  tma  moment  short  of 
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•oldi«rt  for  oar  own  Iai|MriAl  porpooM. 
We  harOf  thorefore,  no  troopt  to  •pnro 
for  oUior  pnrpoeM,  nnd  orory  iofdior 
•mplojod  in  ^CJP^  m  a  doducUon  from 
tho  propor  ttreogth  of  our  Annjr.  in  ad- 
dition to  whtoh  ho  remains  as  a  harden, 
and  a  hoary  harden,  too,  npon  Ihe  tax- 
pajere.  Sir,  if  there  te  the  least  chanct* 
of  8tr  n.  Ihummond  Wolff  doing  any* 
thinff  to  reliore  us  from  that  burden,  I 
think  his  Mission  will  hare  b^en  a  rery 
cheap  one.  I  must  say  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  instructions  of  ihe  If  arouess 
of  Salishury,  although  regno  and  in- 
definite, are  in  the  main  good  as  re* 
gards  Egypt,  and  wo  may  hope  that 
hir  H.  l>rummond  Wolff  may  do  some- 
thing of  advantage,  both  to  tho  in- 
terests of  this  country  and  of  Egypt, 
befuro  he  leares  Cairo.  I  confess  thai 
I  was  somewhat  disappointed  that  in 
proposing  this  Voto  the  Under  He- 
crotary  of  State  ft>r  Foreign  Affairs 
did  not  make  some  statement  as  to  the 
instructions  which  lIerMajoU)r*sGoTem- 
ment  proposed  to  giTo  to  8tr  H.  Drum* 
mond  Wolff.  Be  that  as  it  mar,  I  sup- 
p4Me  thoY  will  not  materially  differ  from 
those  whtoh  the  Ifaroaoes  of  Salisbury 
gave,  and  I  am  bouna  to  say  that,  con- 
sidering the  state  in  which  Egypt  is 
now  placed.  I  am  not  able  to  oppose  the 
Vote.  I  think  it  is  yet  possible  for 
ciimpetent  men  to  do  something  towards 
putting  the  intomal  affairs  of  Egypt 
in  a  more  satisfact<»ry  condition  than 
they  hare  occupied  for  a  good  many 
years,  and  to  rid  ns  of  the  enormous  ex- 
penditure of  upwards  of  £4,000,000 
Ct»r  annum,  in  retaining  in  Egypt  a 
ritish  Army  of  Occupation.  I  nope 
that  the  Committee  is  alire  to  what 
has  been  going  on  in  Egypt,  and  that 
it  will  reaure  what  all  this  expenditure 
means.  For  this  sum  of  £4,000,000 
what  might  we  not  be  able  to  do  in 
regard  ti»  our  own  countir  f  For  a  sum 
of  £4,004>,000  expended  in  this  country, 
we  might  bare  free  education,  or  we 
might  be  able  to  fVee  Ireland  from  the 
domination  of  the  landlords.  There  are 
many  other  things  which  are  most  desir- 
able, which  a  sum  like  thst  would 
enable  us  tu  carry  out.  I  do  trust  that, 
if  Sir  U.  Ihummond  Wolil  is  to  re- 
main in  Egypty  he  will  nmke  his  Mission 
as  effsctire  as  possible,  and  that  he  will  • 
prepare  the  way,  at  any  rale,  for  rslior* ' 
ing  this  country  of  the  burden  which  it 
is  now  called  upon  to  bear.    I  am  rery  j 


mosh  afraid  that  thiacs  are  still  in  aneh 
a  state  thai  although  many  Missions 
hare  been  sent  to  I'igypit  altogether 
there  is  ample  room  for  another,  if  it  is 
to  be  a  real  and  effecttre  Mission.  I 
am  certainly  unable  to  see  what  steps 
we  are  taking  in  the  direction  of  eecur- 
ing  a  settlement  of  the  financial  difll- 
cuity  in  the  interests  not  only  of  this 
country,  but  of  l*HOrpt  itself.  Our  Ro- 
presentatireehare  hitherto  tried  to  show 
the  necessity  for  the  reduction  of  taxa* 
lion  ;  but  now  they  are  afraid  that  this 
and  other  matters  must  bring  about  an 
European  inouiry  in  the  course  of 
next  year.  We  know  that  the  finances 
of  E^jpt  are  incapable  of  making  both 
ends  meet ;  but  those  who  are  rospon* 
sible  for  the  finances  of  Egypt,  en* 
dearour  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  by 
throwing  on  the  taxpayers  of  this  eoun* 
try  the  burden  of  the  military  defence  of 
Egjrpt  That  is  a  queetion  which  re« 
quires  a  great  deal  more  attention  than 
it  has  yet  receirod.  I  hope^  that  when 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  rises,  he  will  be  able  to  tell  us 
something  with  regard  to  the  propoeals 
of  Her  Majesty's  Goremmsnt  as  to 
this  Mission.  >Miat  were  the  end  of 
the  instructions  of  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury  ?  Ther  aim  at  the  eeUblish- 
msnt  of  that  Millennium  which  succes* 
sire  Governments  hare  been  anxit>us  to 
bring  about — namely,  the  securing  of 
that  good  and  stable  and  debt-paying 
Goremment  in  Egypt,  which  has  often 
been  stated  in  this  ilouse;  and  I  say 
again,  that  if  we  hare  to  stay  in  Eoypt 
until  we  hare  established  all  these 
things,  we  shall  hare  to  stay  thore  until 
the  end  of  time.  There  must  be  found 
a  way  of  dealing  with  EgjrpI  much 
iliorter  than  that,  and  I  hope  thai  Her 
Majeety*s  Uorsmment  will  tell  us  what 
the  linos  are  of  the  policy  they  intend 
to  pursue. 

Ha.  HANBURY :  AUusion  has  been 
nude  to  the  fact  that  Sir  D.  Drummond 
Wolff  was  a  Member  of  tho  House  at 
the  time  he  accepted  this  appointmsat. 
But,  within  my  own  experience  of  the 
llouso,  I  can  remember  st  least  three 
similar  cases  in  which  Missions  of  the 
same  character  as  this  hsre  boon  under* 
taken  by  Members  of  tho  House.  In 
tho  first  instance,  thore  wss  the  Mission 
of  Sir  Stephen  Care;  and  then  there 
wss  the  Mission  of  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Eoiabnrgh 
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gir.  Ooaolieii) ;  and  the  oaae  of  Sir  H. 
rummond  Wolff  himself,  when  he  was 
sent  out  as  a  Member  of  the  Bomnelian 
Mission.  [An  hon.  Mxicbbb:  He  had 
no  salary.]  I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
this  salary  commenced  before  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  ceased  to  be  a  Mem- 
ber, and  that  is  animportant  point  upon 
which  I  should  like  to  have  information. 
There  is  another  point  which  I  ought 
to  mention— Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff 
acted  on  this  Mission  with  very  peculiar 
advantages.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  East  and  with  Egypt  before 
he  went  on  this  Mission.  He  had  acted 
with  men  like  Hussei  Pasha  as  a  per- 
sonal friend,  and,  therefore,  was  likely 
to  conduct  a  Mission  of  this  kind  with 
amicable  and  friendly  relations.  I  re- 
gret to  see  that  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  is  no  longer  a  Member  of  this 
House,  and  I  attribute  that  fact  to  a 
great  extent  to  the  circumstance  that 
he  was  not  able  to  be  present  at  Ports- 
mouth during  his  candidature.  Then, 
again,  we  are  told  that  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  must  be  a  bad  Oommissioner 
to  have  sent  out,  because  he  had  made 
certain  remarks  of  a  somewhat  strong 
character  in  regard  to  the  Khedive. 
But  anyone  who  has  studied  these 
Papers  must  see  that,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Sultan,  that  was  a  recommendation 
rather  than  the  reverse.  In  reading 
these  despatches,  it  is  most  remarkable 
to  notice  the  extreme  jealousy  with 
which  the  Sultan  regards  everything 
the  Khedive  may  do  in  Egypt.  There- 
fore, so  far  from  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff's  remarks  having  been  of  dis- 
advantage to  his  Mission,  they  seem  to 
me  to  have  bad  the  opposite  effect.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Bradlaugh)  makes  a  charge,  which  is  a 
curious  one,  coming  from  that  side  of 
the  House.  He  charges  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  with  having  used  words  in 
the  Convention  which  mean  nothing. 
Now,  if  there  is  one  charge  which  is 
made  at  the  present  day,  it  is  that,  in 
regard  to  onr  foreign  relations,  there 
has  been  too  great  a  habit  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  of  using  words  that  mean 
nothing.  One  of  the  most  serious 
charges  which  the  Conservative  Party 
have  made  against  the  Leader  of  the 
House  is,  that  they  never  know  exactly 
what  he  means.  Then,  i^gain,  with 
regard  to  the  Slave  Trade,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  points  to  the 

Mr.  Hanbury 


fact  that  any  provisions  in  regard  to  the 
Slave  Trade  are  left  out  of  the  Oonven* 
tion.  If  the  hon.  Member  knew  the 
facts  as  well  as  I  do,  he  would  know 
that  the  Sultan  was  perfectly  justified 
in  the  course  he  toox.  There  have 
been  Conventions  and  Treaties  one  upon 
the  top  of  another,  and  it  hss  been  by 
no  means  the  fault  of  the  Sultan  that 
they  have  not  been  carried  into  effect. 
The  fault  has  to  a  oonsiderable  extent 
rested  with  our  own  Government.  We 
have  never  sent  out  a  sufficient  number 
of  ships  to  see  that  the  Slave  Trade 
was  suppressed,  and  the  failure  of  our 
efforts  to  suppress  the  Slave  Trade  are 
due,  not  to  the  Porte,  but  to  the  falso 
economy  of  our  own  Government.  Then 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  com- 
plains that  the  late  Government  re- 
established the  authority  of  the  Sultan 
as  Caliph  in  Egypt.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber knows  anyUiing,  he  must  know  that 
it  was  to  our  interest,  as  a  great 
Mahommedan  Power,  to  recognise  that, 
and  to  bo  on  amicable  terms  with  the 
Sultan.  It  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  one  which  has  to  be 
carefully  guarded  by  our  Foreign  Mi- 
nister, that  the  interefets  of  Lidia — 
the  greatest  Mahommedan  countryin  the 
world — are  dealt  with  in  concert  with  the 
Sultan  of  Turkey.  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton,  to  a  certain 
extent,  in  the  remarks  he  has  made  a^ 
to  the  employment  of  Turkish  troops  in 
Egypt,  or  in  anv  other  part  of  Arabia, 
because  the  Arabs  have  very  little  love 
for  them  ;  and  even  greater  danger  must 
arise  from  employing  them  among  an 
Arab  population  than  among  Christians, 
for  this  reason — that  when  they  are  em- 
ployed among  a  Christian  population, 
there  are  European  Ambassadors  and  Con* 
Buls,  who  keep  a  careful  watoh  over  their 
proceedings,  and  see  that  no  ill-treat- 
mont  of  the  population  on  their  part  takes 

glace.  But  when  they  are  sent  among 
[ahommedan  races,  they  act  without 
the  slightest  restraint,  and  their  cmelty 
and  arbitrary  conduct  beoomee  In- 
tolerable. We  are  told  that  no  re- 
sult followed  from  the  Mission  of  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff.  Now,  it  seems 
to  me  that  very  great  results  have  fol- 
lowed, because  what  was  wanted  was 
to  get  from  Egypt  something  like  gua- 
rantees for  the  future,  which  would  bo 
wiser  and  better  than  bombarding 
and  shootinflT  down  the  Sou- 
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daatM  by  Uiu  of  thooMadt.  A  qa«*- 1 
tioa  luM  bMn  rmiMd  in  renurd  to  tho 
li^lfnlitj  of  our  pnM&M  in  KkJP^  ^^ 
doubt,  our  prMODoo  thtro  bt^fore  the 
MiMion  of  Sir  II.  Dramnond  Wolff  wm 
«ntir«»ljr  illogal ;  but  by  tho  MiMion  of 
^ir  I!.  Drummond  Wolff  we  made  a 
IpTftat  ttttp  in  advance,  and  tecurt^d  le- 
galitj  for  that  which  was  before  abeo- 
lut«ly  illei^al ;  and  we  are  now  remain- 
ing in  t^pt  in  order  to  re-eetabliah 
that  order  which  we  to  miterablr  opeet. 
Wo  remain  thero,  not  only  with  the  tano* 
tion  of  Europe,  but  of  the  Sultant  who  ie 
the  Sovereign  of  tho  country.  Another 
result  has  been  achieved  which  is  of  the 
greatest  im]K»rtance.  There  was  always 
a  fear  that  when  we  left  F^pt,  scK>n(T 
or  later,  France  might  go  there  for  pur- 
l>t»%4*^  of  her  own.  It  14  satisfactory  to 
tiiid,  from  tho  dt^tlaration  of  M.  Wad- 
HiDgtOD,  that  when  the  English  troops 
]<'sve  Egypt  there  is  no  fear  of  French 
tn>ope  taking  their  place.  I  remt,  Sir, 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
has  msde  a  persooal  attack  upon  Sir  II. 
I>nimmond  Wolff,  and  that  he  has  im* 
ixirUnl  a  Party  character  into  the  debate. 
We  aro  all,  I  think,  of  one  mind  on  iMith 
sides  of  the  Hous«>  that  in  this  Egyptian 
Uuestion,  as  well  as  in  some  others, 
there  is  a  great  deal  on  which  moderate 
men  on  b«»th  sides  of  the  House  are 
agre<Hl.  This  Egyptian  QQesti<»n  is 
really  such  a  national  matter  that  I  do 
hope  we  shall  try  to  work  together  in 
oraer  to  »t«cure  some  good  result  for  that 
unfortunate  country,  entirely  indepen* 
dent  of  old  Party  lines.  It  must  bo  borne 
in  mind  that  the  policy  of  the  late  Go* 
vemmeot,  as  is  always  the  ease  in  a 
change  of  Ministry,  has  been  thrown 
<iverlM>ard,  as  it  were,  by  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  new  Foreign  Secretary. 
Under  these  drcumstances,  I  think  a 
little  fair  play  ought  to  be  shown.  I 
entertain  s^ime  hope  that  this  Egyptian 
Qoeetion  will  be  treated  without  ref<>r- 
enee  to  Partv  linc«,  and  that  this  coun* 
Ivy  will  recollect,  apart  from  mere  Party 
constdevmtiona,  that  we  have  many  duties 
to  perform  in  Egy]^,  and  that  we  can* 
not  scuttle  out  of  them  without  die* 
honoar  to  ourselves. 

Mm.  LAIIOUCIIERE  :  I  shall  cer* 
tainlv  support  the  Motion  of  my  boo. 
Friend  and  Colleague  Mr.  Bradlangh:; 
but  not,  as  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
jost  spoken  seems  to  think,  tnm  any 
personal  fssliag  against  Sir  II.  Dram* 


mond  Wolff.  ITodoubtsdlv,  ths  sspsa* 
ditnro  upon  these  Special  Missions  is 
very  large  ;  and  I  think  upon  all  of 
them  the  sxpmiditure  is  much  too  large. 
At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think  that 
Sir  II.  Drummond  Wolff  is  to  blame 
for  that.  He  was  to  receive  a  salary, 
and  to  include  <%>rtain  ext>enditure 
which  in  the  case  of  our  Ambassadors 
is  always  very  high.  In  this  case  the 
sum  of  money  for  which  we  are  asked  is 
verv considerable, amounting  to  £  \  2,600, 
inrlusivo  of  the  pay  of  Sir  li.  Drummond 
Wolff.  But  if  we  Uke  other  Sp<v*ial 
Mifsions,  and  reckon  up  the  items  which 
generally  accrue  from  Special  Missions 
abroad,  it  will  certainly  amount  to  some- 
thing enormous.  I  regard  hon.  and  right 
hon.  (fontlemen  opposite  as  entirely  re- 
sponsible for  the  expenditure  incum*d  in 
connection  with  Sir  11.  Drummond  Wolff; 
and  I  hope  wo  shall  have  as  few  of  these 
costly  Missions  as  possible.  At  the 
same  time,  I  am  not  desirous  of  throw- 
ing a  ntone  againnt  any  Gentleman  in 
accepting  a  S|M<cial  Mission  as  it  is 
geuerslly  und(*rstood.  I  not  only  say 
this  of  right  hon.  (lentlemen  opposite, 
but  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  now 
sit  on  the  Treasury  Bench.  The  hon. 
Member  for  IVeston  'Mr.  Hanbury) does 
not  seem  to  me  to  have  defended  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff*s  Mission  wisely.  He 
says  that  we  ought  to  ho  exco<Mlingly 
thankful  to  him  for  going  out,  and  be 
ready  to  pay  any  amount  of  money  that 
is  asked  for,  because,  if  Sir  II.  I>nimmond 
Wolff  had  not  gone  out,  he  would  have 
been  Member  for  I'ortsmouth  at  this 
momsnt.  But  we  ought  to  recollect 
that  there  was  anothsr  Member  for 
Portsmouth  (Mr.  Bruce)  who,  on  per- 
sonal grounds,  was  as  good  a  candiaate 
for  the  borough  of  Portsmouth  as  oould 
have  b4*en  found.  But  Mr.  Bruee  was 
defested.  as  well  as  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff.  He  was  not  absent ;  and  if  it 
is  supposed  that  Sir  11.  Drummond 
Wolff,  if  he  could  have  been  there, 
would  have  been  returned,  how  was  it 
that  Mr.  Bruce  was  defeated  f  The  hon. 
Gentleman  tells  us  that  a  special  reeom* 
mendation  in  seeding  out  Sir  H.  Dram* 
mond  Wolff  was  that  he  was  a  Gentle- 
man who  had  condemned  the  (iovera- 
ment  of  the  Khedive,  and  sugg^nited 
that  It  should  be  put  an  end  to.  This 
was  done  to  please  the  Sultan.  Bu^ 
where  is  Sir  H.  Drammond  Wolff  n^ 
He  is  with  the  Khedive,  and  nol^  «•- «. 
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the  Sultan.  He  took  Oonstantinople  on 
his  way;  hut  his  Mission  was  to  the 
Khedive.  In  my  opinion,  the  Khedive 
is  an  unfit  person  to  reign  in  Egypt. 
We  have  really  had  too  many  Missions 
to  Egypt.  We  have  had  the  Mission  of 
the  rignt  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Ooschen), 
of  Sir  Stephen  GaTe»  of  the  Earl  of 
Dofferin,  and  of  the  Earl  of  Northbrook. 
We  have  the  statement  of  the  Prime 
Minister  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Gosohen)  did  not  go  out  in  a  public 
capacity ;  but  I  think  that  he  assumed 
a  public  capacity.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman went  out  because  the  house 
with  which  he  is  connected  was  inte- 
rested in  some  Egyptian  Loans;  and 
when  he  was  out  there  he  wrote  de- 
spatches to  the  then  Government,  which 
despatches  have  been  frequently  alluded 
to  since.  But,  putting  aside  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Gosohen),  I  think 
we  have  had  a  great  deal  too  many  Mis- 
sions to  Egypt,  each  proposing  different 
plans  for  reforming  Egypt.  We  have 
not  adopted  any  of  those  plans.  We  re- 
ceived the  Beport  of  Sir  Stephen  Cave's 
Mission,  and  we  set  it  aside.  The  Earl 
of  Dufferin  has  since  been  sent  out,  and 
his  recommendations  have  been  set 
aside.  I  remember  that  the  Earl  of 
Northbrook  sent  in  a  Beport;  but  al- 
though there  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
conversation  about  it,  we  have  never 
seen  it — at  any  rate,  no  Beport  from 
him  has  ever  been  published.  Sir  H. 
Dronmiond  Wolff  has  sent  many  de- 
spatches, but  he  has  not  yet  sent  a  Be- 
port ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
when  he  does  it  will  not  be  adopted. 
Before  the  commencement  of  the  last 
Parliament,  the  Prime  Minister  wrote 
an  excellent  essay  in  which  he  stated  his 
views  in  regard  to  Egypt.  He  said  that 
the  lees  we  meddl^  with  Egypt  the 
better,  and  that  we  should  not  remain 
there.  In  his  address  to  his  constituents 
in  Mid  Lothian,  I  think  he  said  that  he 
regretted  not  having  acted  upon  the 
lines  of  the  essay.  [Mr.  Gladstons  : 
No,  no !]  Well,  I  am  doubtles  express- 
ing the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  a  rode  fashion ;  but  the  convic- 
tion on  my  mind  is  that  that  was 
the  effect  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's action.  I  have  protested  over 
and  over  again  against  the  action  of  the 
jight  hon.  Gentleman  in  Egypt,  and  I 
regte  seixed  every  opportunity  to  vote 
Membst  the  cost  which  our  Egyptian 
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policy  has  entailed  upon  the  peo^e  of 
this  country.  I  very  much  regret  to 
see  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  recurred  to  the  original  views  on 
which  he  based  his  action  in  the  last 
Parliament.  We  are  still  there.  Al- 
though everybody  regrets  that  we  are 
there,  still  there  we  are;  and,  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 
Campbell)  says,  we  are  spending  the 
money  of  the  English  people  at  the  rate 
of  something  like  £4,000,000  per  an- 
num, in  order  to  remain  there.  It  is  not 
suggested  that  a  Turkish  Army  should 
be  sent,  and  that  we  should  come  away. 
What  I  want  to  see  is,  not  that  this  or 
any  other  man  should  be  sent  out  upon 
a  Mission  to  report  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  Effypt;  but  I  want  no  more 
troops  to  be  sent  there,  and  to  secure 
that  the  troops  which  are  there  shall  bo 
sent  back.  As  a  humanitarian  matter 
it  is  of  the  utmost  indifference  whether 
the  Khedive  or  the  Sultan  is  master  in 
that  country.  That  is  a  nmtter  which 
concerns  the  Egyptians  alone.  What  I 
object  to,  and  what  I  have  always  al- 
ways objected  to,  is  that  under  any  pre- 
text whatever  we  should  remain  there, 
expending  English  blood  and  English 
treasure  in  a  matter  which  does  not  con- 
cern us.  I  hope  the  present  opportunity 
will  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
or  the  Prime  Minister  himself,  to  tell  us 
what  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
are  in  regard  to  the  future.  Let  u» 
begin  well ;  let  us  have  a  statement  that 
we  are  not  only  going  to  withdraw  at 
some  future  day,  but  that  steps  have 
been  taken  to  enable  us  entirely  to  with- 
draw from  Egypt,  and  to  put  an  end  to 
this  wasteful  expenditure  of  public 
money. 

Cou>irxL  DTTNOAN :  As  a  new  Mem- 
ber I  must  ask  the  pardon  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  intmding  myself  in  the  de- 
bate ;  but  an  official  despatch  of  my  own 
has  just  been  laid  on  the  Table,  and 
my  experience  of  Egjrpt  leads  me  to 
differ  very  much  from  what  has  fiUen 
from  some  hon.  Members.  I  would  like 
the  Committee  to  understand  that  my  ex- 
perience has  not  been  gained  firom  goesips 
or  ^MMt-diplomats  in  Cairo  or  Alexan- 
dria, but  from  having  lived  mach  in  the 
towns  and  villages  of  the  country — from 
having  mixed  with  the  people  and  com- 
manded them,  and  from  having  helped 
in  carrying  on  their  civil  admiaistraUon 
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in  Vpp«r  Eii^ypt.  I  haT«  mixed  with  all 
rlftMM— men,  wom^n,  and  child n^n,  fVom 
KhartoaaiandI>ooK<>la;  and  hariiiK  ac- 
quired a  Uu]<«  koowlodf^o  of  Arabic  I  hare 
Im*<mi  able  to  form  my  own  opinion  of  the 
p«*ople  thomiiolT<«4.  From  all  the  r«>n* 
Ycreationt  one  heart  in  this  country,  and 
in  much  that  one  n^ad*  it  would  be  eup- 
|vi«ed  that  tho  Iftiit  p«mple  to  Im»  thought 
alniut  were  the  K^jptiane  thomft4*l?o«. 
rractically,  we  hare  ruled  Kgypt  for  the 
la«t  thn^e  joare  at  a  (V>wn  Colony. 
K.i(T]»t  had  no  Repro^ntatiri*  in  this 
liouM,  and  that  ia  all  tho  more  rea«>n 
whr  we  *ihould  manift^M  great  iuetico 
and  generosity  towanln  that  untiappy 
p4M>pU.  I  hare  no  wiiih  to  upeak  with 
any  Party  npirit  on  this  •ubjtH-t.  I  hare 
r*  <^>gni/<Hl,  frmi  the  firit»  the  g««non>Uft 
ri<«we  of  lli?r  Maj<»*ty'e  (}ovi»mm<*nt 
when  they  went  to  K^rpt  tin»t  <if  all, 
and  I  onterMl  hAart  and  Nml  ittto  tho 
noble  rt*riinne  which  th««y  initiatMl  af^er 
thn  battle  of  Tvl  vl-K«bir  Hut  the 
ri-A«>n  why  I  wimiM  urgn  the  (*ommit- 
t«^  to  wipport  the  Vote  for  Sir  H. 
I^rummond  WoUre  Mit'^ion  in  that  I 
rt)nMil«*r  that  that  Mission  it  taking  up 
the  thretdt  of  the  action  of  Il«»r  Ma- 
jf»«ty*t  Uor4»mm4*Dt  when  at  thoir  rery 
b<  ^t  —namely,  at  the  time  tho  Karl  c»f 
lNfr<*rin  li»fl  Kgrpt.  The  Min^ion  of 
Hir  II.  I>ntmmond  Wolff  toemt  to  W  a 
di^tiiirt  r<»ntinuani«'  of  the  Kirl  of  I)uf- 
f*nn*t  |K>li(y.  All  tho  nightmare  of 
t'llfrno^.  blund«*r«,  and  bliMi«l<ih<Ml  h.i4 
taken  pla^^  Kin^  the  Ktrl  of  IhilTerin 
li*ft ;  and  there  ii  a  gr«»at  tinularity  b<*. 
twt4«n  tho  two  Mi*^iont.  The  hon. 
Mt*nib4T  for  Northtrnpton  Mr.  Hrad- 
IfiMifh  may  tne^T  at  thn  Sultan  IxMng  r*'- 
ri»gnif«*-l  a4  a  (^alijih  of  hit  religion  ;  but, 
fr  >m  what  I  hare  myself  teen,  I  affirm 
that  nerer,  eren  among  tho  Hebrewt  in 
thii  daya  of  King  David,  ha«  religion 
ent<Tt«il  more  into  the  national  and 
|M»ltti<al  life  of  the  tMHiplt  than  in  the 
present  hi«t«>ry  of  rl^ypt.  What  we 
want  it  aimie  anaumnt^  that  the  re- 
formt  which  hare  lMv»n  ci>mmen«'«Hl  with 
th««  appnral  <if  the  l*Iarl  of  Uafftrin 
wiil  1m»  carried  out.  Sir  If.  Pru.cmond 
Wollf  coiaiog  frtim  <%>n«!antinople,  %% 
tli«*  Ktrl  of  IhifT<'nn  airo  «lfl,  taake« 
hit  Mi««i  m  doubly  ntrimg  ;  and  it  do«  « 
not  f  »llow  that  beoan««*  he  rame  vith 
the  patronage  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey, 
it  it  tiierefon^  n«ve«»firy  to  infli't  upon 
the  poopio  of  Kj^ypt  the  rule  of  the 
Turka.    I  oaaaoi  aay  that  I  lika  the 
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Turkt;  I  think  that  Egypt  te  infi- 
nitely a  better  nation  :  and  I  think  that 
among  the  Egyptian  ]>eople  may  be 
found  many  who  are  perfectly  capable 
of  goreming  t hem ^^l  ret.  We  may  ad- 
mire the  Turk  for  hit  patience  and 
c«>urage.  It  it  the  ruling  Turks  who, 
thotigh  brare,  and  emphaticallr  rolert, 
are  often  cruel  and  corrupt,  ana  the  leee 
we  hare  of  them  among  the  Arab  {>eoplo 
the  better.  What  I  atk  it  that  we 
thould  do  juttic«*  to  Egyiit  through  tho 
Kgrptiant  thernvlre«.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber ft>r  Kirkcaldv(HirO(«or|^Campb<dl}, 
who  tpoke  on  the  other  Aide,  ma<le  an 
allution  which  it  it  impo%.<itble  for  me  to 
|>att  by — namely,  that  it  it  not  at  all 
likelr  the  Kgyptinnt  will  ercr  be  able  to 
build  up  an  army  in  Egypt  tuffirient  for 
itt  own  wantt.  Now,  I  take  i«i«<ue  at 
onc<»  with  the  hon.  Member  then>.  I 
hare  lirej  in  Egypt ;  I  hare  commando  I 
thoutandt  of  Egyptian  toldiere ;  and  I 
can  tpeak  with  perfect  conOdence  of  the 
ability  and  <*oumgrt  of  tho*e  men  when 
pro|M*rly  treated.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  reformt  which  were  ini»titute<|  toma 
time  ap>,  there  were  many  who  liked 
to  decry  the  follah«*<'n  toldiert;  but 
thoiK*«  were  the  ]>cople  who  w<«re  in- 
ter«»M<Hl  in  maintaining  an  English  ocr-u- 
pat  ion.  ThoM»  who,  likt*  my<utlf,  had 
to  work  with  th<>m  icrtdually  realized 
their  gvxKi  qualities.  I  do  not  beliere 
in  nations  of  Maraa.  I  certainly  be- 
liere that  ill-treatment  will  weaken  the 
manho«Hl  of  any  men ;  but  there  it  no- 
thing to  elastic  a^  (N)urage  and  manhoodt 
and  under  kindly  treatment  th«y  will 
revire  at  turely  at  the  ran  flower  turns  to 
the  nun.  I  tee  that  ttept  hare  been 
taken  to  eracuate  Suakin  oy  our  tn>0T»t, 
and  their  ptac««  it  to  be  supplied  by 
Egyptian  toldiert.  During  many  weary 
dar«  and  nightt  at  Suakin  no  trxiptwere 
tt«*4dier  than  tho  E,(vptian,  and  they 
Will  b««  quitn  fit  t->  hold  their  own  there. 
There  may  l>e  a  talk  of  our  ci>  operating 
permanently  with  the  Egyptiant ;  but  1 
maintain  that  there  it  no  necettity  for 
tueh  c>-oj»«r4ti«m.  Th«»  tim**  wa<  when 
the  annexation  or  p'»nnanent  protec- 
t  )rate  of  E^vpt  nii{;ht  be  di«cu««od  ; 
K'lt  it  ha4  pt^*<*l  awAr.  I#At  th**  deal 
pa«t  bury  it<  d**ad  W«»  htre  pl**li»i»-l 
ottr  honour  to  l<«ar«  the  E^rptiant 
Ui  themM*lret  at  toon  at  poaoibfe ;  and 
we  ahould  meanwhile  do  all  we  can  t«> 
encourage  by  this  Mit^on  the  oarry- 
ing  ottt  of  reforms  which  will  free  the 
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Egyptians  from  oor  presence,  and  make 
them  a  nation  again.  If  we  can  get  rid 
of  them  in  tkat  way,  parting  on  fnendly 
terms  with  them,  we  shall  do  them  a 
greater  kindness  than  if  we  remain 
there.  Let  our  policy  be — "  Egypt  for 
the  Egyptians."  The  religious  question 
has  been  much,  misunderstood  at  home, 
and  most  of  our  blunders  between  the 
time  of  the  Earl  of  Dufferin  leaving 
Egypt  and  the  time  of  the  Expedition 
up  the  Nile  can  be  traced  to  it.  The 
question  of  the  Mahdi  has  been  tho- 
roughly misunderstood  in  this  country. 
This  was  not  the  first  Mahdi  that  Mus- 
sulman nations  had  known  ;  nor  is  it 
only  in  Mussulman  nations  that  a 
Mahdi,  under  some  other  name,  is  known. 
It  seems  to  be  thought  that  the  Mahdi 
creates  a  crisis  in  the  national  history, 
whereas  it  is  a  crisis  in  the  national 
history  that  produces  the  Mahdi.  The 
Mahdi,  as  such,  never  lives  longer  than 
is  necessary ;  sometimes,  intoxicated  with 
power,  he  becomes  a  despot ;  sometimes 
he  is  thrown  aside  by  an  ungrateful 
people ;  and  sometimes — ^like  Mohamad 
Achmet — ^he  is  so  happy  as  to  die  in  the 
zenith  of  his  success,  and  to  live  conse- 
crated in  the  hearts  of  the  people  ever 
after.  The  whole  of  the  Soudan,  after 
General  Gordon  ceased  to  be  Governor 
General,  was  tyrannized  over  by  men  of 
the  most  cruel  and  despotic  disposition. 
They  did  all  they  could  to  rob  and  mur- 
der ;  and  in  this  state  of  things  the  bitter 
discontent  and  irritation  of  the  people 
offered  a  platform  from  which  the 
slave-owners  and  slave-hunters  were 
able  to  work,  and  which  they  manipu- 
lated for  their  own  ends.  They  called 
upon  the  Mahdi  to  place  himself  at  their 
head,  when,  but  for  the  crisis  which  ex- 
isted, he  would  have  been  leading  a 
simple  life  and  studying  his  Koran.  The 
position  was  forced  upon  him ;  and  if, 
instead  of  Sir  Eveljm  Baring  announcing, 
in  the  rude  way  he  did,  that  we  were 
ffoing  to  compel  Egyptians  to  with- 
draw from  the  Soudan,  and  to  send 
General  Gordon  to  assist  in  withdraw- 
ing them,  the  Government  had  sent 
General  Gordon  to  introduce  justice 
to  the  Soudanese — where  his  name  was 
associated  with  justice — and  if  it  had 
be«n  made  known  that  behind  him 
stood  the  power  of  England,  I  believe  ' 
that  Gordon  and  Stewart  alone  could 
have  taken  the  Soudan  in  hand,  and  ! 
turned  it  into  a  contented  population.  ' 
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I  will  not  quote  the  words  vm^^m 
nulfa  nlroTium,  for  these  are  more  fre- 
quently the  words  of  the  bigot  than  of 
the  reformer ;  but  I  do  not  suggest  the 
reconquest  of  the  Soudan.  A  further 
mistake  we  made  was  in  the  evacuation 
of  Dong^la.  I  would  not  send  a  single 
English  soldier^there ;  but  I  think,  with 
the  assistance  of  an  Egyptian  force 
alone,  Dongola  may  be  occupied  again. 
I  would  not  ask  for  one  man  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  nor  would  I  send 
a  single  regiment  of  British  soldiers  back ; 
but  let  us  put  into  Dongola,  as  is  suggested 
by  one  of  the  telegrams  to-day,  such  a 
man  as  the  Mudir  of  Dongola — a  man 
of  whom  nothing  has  been  heard  except 
holiness,  courage,  and  ability.  Let  us 
advise  Egypt  to  subsidize  him  as  long 
as  he  keeps  peace  on  the  frontier. 
Looking  to  the  future  I  would  say — 
''Let  us  withdraw  to  Assouan,  and 
garrison  that  place  with  Elgyptian 
troops."  I  think  that,  by  degprees,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  spirit  of 
nationality  which  had  been  stamped 
out  in  Egypt  would  again  appear,  and 
such  a  course  would  give  them  much 
greater  encouragement  than  the  pre- 
sence of  our  bayonets.  We  might  then 
gradually  retire  to  Cairo,  and  then  to 
Alexandria.  Thus  we  might  leave  the 
country  with  honour  to  ourselves,  and 
with  the  friendship  of  the  Egyptian 
people,  instead  of  producing  a  sense  of 
irritation.  I  have  spoken  at  some  length 
and  with  some  warmth  on  this  subject ; 
but,  Sir,  I  have  lived  among  these  people 
till  I  have  learnt  to  love  them ;  and  I 
have  desired  that  the  first  words  I  should 
offer  in  this  House  should  be  offered  on 
behalf  of  the  Egyptians,  who  poasees 
many  unsuspected  virtues,  who  are 
entitled  to  our  respect,  and  who,  at  all 
events,  have  a  right  to  be  oonstitated 
into  a  nation. 

VisoouOT  LYMINGTON:  I  do  not 
propose  to  follow  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  has  just  addressed  the 
Committee.  I  would  rather  recall  the 
attentionof  the  Committee  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  which  is  to  re- 
duce this  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £12,500. 
Now,  I  find  that  that  sum  is  precisely 
the  sum  which  is  put  down  for  the  tele- 
grams. My  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
reply  to  a  Question  addresMd  to  him  on 
Friday  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
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ampton,  Mid  that  £d,9C4  had  batn  •>• 
nradad  upon  ialagramt ;  and  b#fora  the 
I  V>maiiU«a  AfCr^M  to  this  Vota  I  should 
Itko  to  haTo  soma  •xptaaatioQ  of  th^ 
ditroroDca  batwe«n  tho  ftum  of  £9,96-1 
and  tho  £l*i««MM)  ths  (^ommittea  aronov 
aikkMl  to  Tota.  Of  courM*.  it  was  in- ' 
avitalila  that  whonorrr  this  Voto  was 
brought  forward  thara  would  ba  a  dis- 
cussion upon  it ;  but  I  trust  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  tho  haad  of  tho 
(Government  will  not  bo  drawn  into  an 
immature  de<'laraUon  of  Egyptian  policy^ 
aniass  he  can  do  (o  in  perfect  c«m* 
sititenry  with  tho  interests  of  the  I^tblic 
Henrice.  I  certainly  hope  that  before 
we  agn»e  to  tho  Vote  wa  may  haTi*  some 
furthar  items,  and  soma  further  res  sons 
for  expending  what  I  am  Umnd  to  say 
a|ii>ears  to  nio  to  1h«  a  rery  largo  and 
(XtraTagant  sum. 

Mr.  UYLAN1>S:  I  quita  agreo  with 
my  noblo  Fri«*nd  that  it  is  imiKwuiible  to 
k*  'p  our  minds  din«ct«*d  to  tho  Vote  now 
before  the  (*ommitt««»  if  wo  aro  to  be 
drawn  into  a  difM*n«sionas  toourgenersl 
T>»licy  in  Kgypt.  Tho  able  npeerh  which 
has  liooa  delivereii  by  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Mem  l>er  op  poitite  (\)lonel  I>uncan-. 
and  which  has  excited  the  interest  of 
the  Committee,  is  certainly  calculated  to 
draw  the  minds  of  Members  from  tho 
I  articular   points  they  havo  to  diwuss 
under  this  Voto.     When   I  asked  my 
hon.  Friond   tho   Vnder   Secrelsry    of 
State  for  Port^ign  Atfsirs  the  other  day 
a  Uaeetioa  in  connection  with  this  Vote 
and  the  Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff,  my  hon.  Friend  said  I  should 
find  full  information  in  tho  F^timatt*s. 
Now.  1  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  was 
labouring  under  some  mistake,  because 
if  he  will  look  at  the  l*Istiniat«»s  ho  will 
find  that  thera  is  nothing  whatever  in 
reffrenco  to    tho  sslarr,    Ac     attached 
to    Sir    II.    I>rummond    Wold's     Mis* 
sion.     Tho  only  detail  inclodod  in  the 
V<»te  is  ''Sir   H.   l>nimmond  WoltTs 
HfM^'ial  Mi«uon  to  Constantinople  and 
Kgypt.*'     iff  courve,  this  K^timate  was 
laid  on  the  Table  by  the  lata  UoTom- 
Kiint,  and  the  present  Uovemment  arv 
in  no  a  ay  responsible  f(>r  its  prepara- 
tt*»n.     I  find  that  in  the  F^timate  itself 
no  earn  is  put  down  in  the  shape  of 
selsry.  and  I  would  ask  tho  tfovem meat 
at  what  time  it  was  d<M  ided  that  Sir  II. 
I^rummond  Wolff  should  hare  a  salary)* 
It  was  generally    understood    in   this 
Ilooea  thai  8ir  II.  Draoimoad  Wolff 


was  to  hara  so  salary.  It  waa  under- 
stood  that  ha  was  simplr  to  go  out  aa 
Spocial  Ambassador,  with  certain  allow* 
ancee  which,  no  doubt,  would  oorer  all 
his  expenses  upon  a  very  handsome 
scale ;  but  he  wss  to  hare  no  salary. 
The  probability  tliat  that  was  tha  case 
is,  I  think,  shown  by  the  fact  that  if  he 
had  had  a  salary  it  would  have  been 
nocossarr  for  him  at  once  to  vacate  his 
float.  Hy  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Preston  (Mr.  Ilanbury'  has  suggested 
that  Sir  II.  Drummond  W*olff  with  a 
salary  occupied  precisely  the  same  peti- 
tion as  if  he  had  gone  out  on  this  Mis* 
sion  without  a  salary.  But  the  cirtum* 
stances  of  the  two  cases  are  entirely 
different.  No  doubt,  it  may  be  said 
that  Sir  H.  I>rummood  Wollf  only  re- 
ceived this  ap|»ointment  towards  the  cNmm* 
of  the  last  Parliament,  when  it  might  ba 
supposed  unnecessary  that  ho  should  ba 
re-elected,  or  requirnl  lo  vacate  his  seat ; 
but  if  ho  had  a  salary  I  may  mention 
that  he  was  actually  brought  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  tho  borough  of  Ports- 
mouth at  tho  r^ty  lime  he  a  as  enjoying 
the  appointment  of  a  new  OlRct^  under 
the  On>wn.  Now,  it  is  very  clear  that 
any  Ctentleman  (M^ng  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament is  absolutely  disqualified  from 
taking  a  place  of  profit  under  the  Crown 
without  vacating  his  S4*at;  and,  there- 
fon\  I  presume  that  while  8ir  II.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  was  sitting  for  Portsmouth 
it  was  not  undeistooa  that  ho  should 
have  a  salary.  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Tnder  Secretarr  of  Bute  will  tell  us 
something  about  that  matter.  I  want 
to  kbow  if  it  waa  arranged  from  tho 
first  that  Sir  II.  Drummond  Wolff  waa 
to  have  a  salary  of  i\),000  t*Tear  f  W*ith 
regard  t4i  *^ir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  him* 
self,  I  have  no  complaint  to  make  against 
the  late  (tovomment  for  having  sought 
to  give  him  emplovment.  1  should  liavo 
been  glad  indeed  if  the  Government 
cruild  have  seen  their  way  to  placing 
him  in  some  Office  of  responsibility,  and 
of  a  permanent  character.  No  one  would 
have  blamed  them  for  placing  him  in  a 
high  position;  and,  on  {tersonal  grounds, 
I  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  Sir  II. 
Drummond  Wolff.  I  fully  appreciato 
his  great  abilities ;  but  I  obje<t  to  tho 
MMirsa  taken  by  the  Uta  Government, 
which  appears  to  have  arisen  from  tho 
fact  that  they  had  no  suitable  i>ema- 
nant  oAca  in  which  to  place  8ir  II. 
Dnimmofid  Wolff ;  and,  therefore,  tl.t'y 

s  E  a 


1575 


Supply —  Civil 


{COMMONS  J 


Service  JSetimaiee, 


1576 


soot  him  out  to  ConstaDtinople.  I  think 
that  the  appointment  of  Sir  H.  Drura- 
mond  Wolff  to  Constantinople  was  espe- 
cially unjustifiable.  Already  our  expen- 
diture in  connection  with  the  Embassy  at 
Constantinople  is  of  the  most  scandalous 
character ;  and  I  use  the  word  advisedly. 
Our  expenditure  in  Constantinople  is 
far  in  excess  of  that  for  any  other  Em- 
bassy in  the  world.  At  the  moment  the 
lato  Government  considered  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  out  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  to  Constantinople  wo  had  a  large 
staff  there.  We  have  an  Ambassador  at 
a  salary  of  £8,000  a-yoar,  supported  by 
a  large  number  of  officials,  eo  that  the 
entire  salaries  paid  for  the  Embassy 
amounted  to  more  than  £14,000  a-year. 
In  addition  to  that,  we  have  to  defray 
the  expense  of  keeping  the  Embassy 
houses  in  repair,  and  that  cost  more 
than  £2,000.  Further,  our  Ambassador 
at  Constantinople  has  authority  to  ex- 
pend money  in  what  are  called  extraor- 
dinary expenses  ;  and  the  sum  of  money 
80  expended  last  year  at  Constantinople 
was  far  in  excess  of  any  similar  expendi- 
ture in  the  world.  It  amounted  to  no  less 
than  £5,446,  and  the  total  sum  of  money 
up  to  the  end  of  the  last  Estimate  charged 
for  the  Embassy  at  Constantinople  for 
the  year  amounted  to  £20,724,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  we  paid  £5,800  Jfor  a  Con- 
sular Establishment.  I  have  stated  that 
there  was  an  item  of  £2,000  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  Embassy  buildings.  Now, 
the  Embassy  house  is  a  building  which 
orginally  cost  between  £100,000  and 
£200,000.  It  was,  however,  burnt 
down  and  rebuilt  at  a  further  expendi- 
ture of  between  £100,000  and  £200,000. 
All  these  expenses,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  £25,000  now  asked  for,  have  to 
be  defrayed  in  connection  with  our  Em- 
bassy at  Constantinople;  and  I  would 
put  it  to  the  Committee  whether  it  is 
decent  or  justifiable  in  any  way  that 
when  we  have  an  establishment  of  this 
kind,  consisting  of  highly-paid  officials 
— men  well  versed  and  experienced  in 
diplomacy,  and  enjoying  the  highest 
character  in  connection  with  diplomatic 
negotiations — is  it  decent  or  justifiable 
that  we  should  send  out  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  at  an  additional  expense  of 
£5,000  a-year,  with  a  large  further  ex- 
penditure for  his  maintenance,  and  that 
of  his  retinue  ?  I  am  of  opinion  that, 
on  that  ground  alone,  considering  the 
enormous  sum  expended  upon  our  Em- 
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bassy  at  Constantinople,  the  late  Go- 
yernment  were  not  justified  in  sending 
out  another  highly-paid  officer  in  order 
that  he  might  do  the  work  which  our 
Ambassador  at  Constantinople  was  quite 
competent  to  perform.  In  point  of  fact, 
if  hon.  Members  will  look  at  the  Blue 
Book,  they  will  see  that  in  one  of  the 
last  despatches  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  he  very  properly  acknowledges 
that  he  received  from  Sir  William  White 
the  very  greatest  possible  assistance. 
Sir  n.  Drummond  Wolff  says — 

"  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  leavo  Constanti- 
nople without  placing  on  record  the  deep  sense 
of  gratitude  I  feel  towards  Sir  William  White 
for  his  personal  kindness  during  my  stay  here. 
and  the  cordial  manner  in  which  he  has  given 
mo  every  apsistance  in  his  power  to  further  my 
Mission.  His  advice,  experience,  and  practical 
knowledge  are  of  very  great  value,  and  of  these 
ho  has  constantly  and  ungrudgingly  given  me 
the  full  henc^fit  in  the  course  of  my  negotiations. 
My  task  would  have  been  far  more  difficult, 
and  at  times  almost  impossible,  without  his 
kind  encouragement  and  counsel.** 

Hero  we  have  a  Diplomatic  Bepresenta- 
tive,  with  all  this  amount  of  ability, 
experience,  and  knowledge  already  at 
Constantinople;  but,  nevertheless,  the 
late  Government  decido  upon  sending 
out  another  important  ofRcial,  to  add 
very  largely  to  the  already  enormous  ex- 
penditure upon  the  Embassy  at  Con- 
stantinople. But  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  remarks  which  have  been  made — 
that,  as  far  as  SirH.  Drummond  Wolff's 
Mission  to  Constantinople  is  concerned, 
its  success  has  been  of  a  very  slight  cha- 
racter. The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
(Colonel  Duncan),  who  spoke  so  well 
from  the  opposite  side,  seems  to  think 
that  the  great  advantage  that  would  be 
derived  from  the  Mission  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  is  that  it  may  lead  to 
the  establishment  of  Egyptian  National 
existence  ;  and  he  said  that  he  altogether 
objected  to  the  rule  of  the  Turks.  I  ob- 
ject also  to  the  rule  of  the  Turks  in 
Egypt.  I  have  always  thought  that  the 
sending  out  of  a  number  of  Turkish 
troops  to  Egypt  would  lead  to  disturb- 
ances of  a  most  serious  character ;  and 
if  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Colonel 
Duncan)  is  of  the  same  opinion,  why 
does  he  give  his  support  to  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff's  Mission,  which  was  in- 
tended to  bring  the  Turkish  inffuenoe  to 
bear  upon  Egypt  ?  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell) seems  to  fancy  that  it  is  possible 
for  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  to  bring 
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about  an  improved  state  of  affairs  in 
Egypt ;  and,  therefore,  he  is  disposed 
to  let  him  stay  there  a  little  longer.    But 
surely  my  hon.  Friend  does  not  suppose 
that  any  satisfactory  reforms  are  likely 
to  be  carried  out  by  sending  Turkish 
soldiers  ?    He  must  know  perfectly  well 
that   any  attempt  to  reform  Egypt  by 
the  employment    of   Turkish    soldiers 
would  add  ten-fold  to   the   horrors  of 
the  situation.     Therefore,  when  I  see 
that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  on  en- 
tering upon  his  Mission,  was  first  of  all 
to  go  to  the  Sultan,   and   to  lead  the 
Sultan  to  believe  that  England  had  re- 
pudiated all  her  old  ideas,  I  fail  to  see 
how  it  could  be  expected  that  any  con- 
siderable amount  of  success  would  at- 
tend his  negotiations.     Having  satisfied 
the  Sultan  on  that  head,  he  was  then  to 
obtain  the  services  of  a  large  body  of 
Turkish  soldiers  in  order  to  reconquer 
the    Soudan— [** No!'']— or,     at   all 
events,  to  protect  Egypt  Proper  from 
any  incursions  which  might  be  made  by 
the  Soudanese.     The  Sultan  would  not, 
and  did  not,  adopt  that  suggestion,  and 
the  negotiations  entered  into  appear  to 
have  been  of   the  most  unsatisfactory 
character.     For  my  part,  I  desire  to  see 
no  efficient  aid  from  the  Sultan  which 
involves    an  interference  with   the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  Egypt.      I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  see  the  Soudan  overrun 
with  Turkish  soldiers,  and  I  hope  that 
this  country  will  not  bo   carried  away 
by  any  such  proposal,  so  as  to  be  induced 
to  enter  into   any  obligations   and   re- 
sponsibilities.    I  certainly  thought  tbat 
we  had  determined   to  avoid   all   such 
obligations  and  responsibilities  in  future; 
and  I  hope,  before  the  debate  closes,  to 
hoar  from  the  Government  how  far  they 
are  prepared  to  accept  the  conditions  of 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's  Mission,  and 
Low  far  they  consider  it  prudent  to  con- 
tinue the  Mission  of  that   Gentleman. 
Have  they  made  any  alterations,  or  are 
they  going  to  act  on  tlie  same  lines  as 
the  late  Government,  which  was,  I  be- 
lieve, to  suggest  a  policy,  involving  this 
country  in  further  responsibilities  ?     At 
all  events,  I  shall  vote  against  this  large 
expenditure  on  two  grounds.  In  the  first 
place,    that  it  is    unnecessary,    seeing 
that  we  are  already  spending  large  sums 
of  money  both  in  Constantinople  and 
Egypt,  and  that  we  are  well  represented 
in  both  those  diplomatic  centres  ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  I  object  to  this 


large  expenditure,  because  I  entertain 
grave  doubts  whether  the  policy  of  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  is  one  which,  if 
carried  out,  would  promote  the  interests 
of  Egypt. 

Lord  CHAELES  BERESFORD  :   I 
understood  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
who  sits  below  the   Gangway  (Colonel 
Duncan)  to   say  that  this  was   a  wise 
Mission,  because  it  would  lead  to  the 
English   getting  out  of  Egypt  quicker 
than  they  otherwise   would.      Now,    I 
have  strong  reasons  for  wishing  to  see 
the  English  out  of  Egypt.     I  think  that 
the  issue  which  is  raised  and  the  reason 
which  is  put  forward  for  the  presence 
of  English   troops  in   Egypt  are  alto- 
gether insufficient.     It  is  said  that  we 
went  to  Egypt  to  insure  the  safety  of  tho 
Suez  Canal,  which  many  people  thought 
would  be  essential  to  this  country  in  the 
event  of  our  going  to  war.     Now,  as  a 
seaman,  I  say  that  it  would  in  reality  be 
impossible  to  guard  the  Canal  in  such  a 
contingency,  and  that  it  would  require 
at  least  50,000  men   to  guard  it  in  a 
time  of  war.     The  Canal  could  easily  be 
blocked  by  ourselves  or  an  enemy  in  an 
afternoon  watch.     There  are  two  places 
in  the  Canal  in  which  a  ship  could  be 
sunk,  so  as  to  render  the  Canal  useless 
to  you  in  the  event  of  your  being  en- 
gaged in  hostilities  with  another  coun- 
try.    Tho  other  day  a  ship  was  sunk  in 
the  Canal,  and  it  will  be  recollected  by 
hon.  Members  that  it  was  blocked  for 
about  four  days  ;  but  tbat  ship  was  sunk 
in  a  sandy  part  of  tho  Canal,  and  not  in 
a  rocky  part.     There  are  two  parts  of 
the  Canal  which  consist  of  excaFations 
out  of  the  rock,  and  if  any  ships  were 
sunk  there  it  would  take  six  weeks  or 
three  months  before  the  Canal  could  be 
cleared.    It  is  a  popular  error  to  imagine 
that  a  ship  in  such  a  position  could  be 
easily  blown  up.     You  could  blow  the 
ship  to  pieces ;  but  it  would  be  necessary 
to  employ  divers  to  remove  the  various 
parts  of  it  which  had  been  dispersed. 
My  particular  reason  for  wishing  to  see 
the  English  out  of  Egypt  is,  because 
Egypt  would  be  another  vast  place  to 
defend,    and  so   create    another    weak 
place  in  the  large  area  of  weak  places 
to  defend ;  and  I  really  believe  that  tbat 
is  the  most  humanitarian  course  which 
could  be  pursued.    I  agree  with  many  of 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  and  gallantMem- 
ber  for  Finsbury  (Colonel  Duncan)  in  re- 
gard to  the  Egyptians,  although  I  do  not 
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Bont  him  out  to  ConstantiDopIe.  I  think 
that  the  appointment  of  Sir  H.  Drom- 
mond  Wolff  to  Constantinople  was  espe- 
cially unjustifiahle.  Already  our  expen- 
diture in  connection  with  the  Embassy  at 
Constantinople  is  of  the  most  scandalous 
character ;  and  I  use  the  word  advisedly. 
Our  expenditure  in  Constantinople  is 
far  in  excess  of  that  for  any  other  Em- 
bassy in  the  world.  At  the  moment  the 
late  Qovernment  considored  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  out  Sir  II.  Drummond 
Wolff  to  Constantinoplo  we  had  a  large 
staff  there.  We  have  an  Ambassador  at 
a  salary  of  £8,000  a-year,  supported  by 
a  largo  number  of  officials,  eo  that  the 
entire  salaries  paid  for  tho  Embassy 
amounted  to  more  than  £14,000  a-year. 
In  addition  to  that,  we  have  to  defray 
the  expense  of  keeping  the  Embassy 
houses  in  repair,  and  that  cost  more 
than  £2,000.  Further,  our  Ambassador 
at  Constantinoplo  has  authority  to  ex- 
pend money  in  what  are  called  extraor- 
dinary expenses ;  and  the  sum  of  money 
so  expended  last  year  at  Constantinople 
was  far  in  excess  of  any  similar  expendi- 
ture in  the  world.  It  amounted  to  no  less 
than  £5,446,  and  the  total  sum  of  money 
up  to  the  end  of  the  last  Estimate  charged 
for  the  Embassy  at  Constantinople  for 
the  year  amounted  to  £20,724,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  we  paid  £5,800  for  a  Con- 
sular Establishment.  I  have  stated  that 
there  was  an  item  of  £2,000  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  Embassy  buildings.  Now, 
the  Embassy  house  is  a  building  which 
orginally  cost  between  £100,000  and 
£200,000.  It  was,  however,  burnt 
down  and  rebuilt  at  a  further  expendi- 
ture of  between  £100.000  and  £200,000. 
All  these  expenses,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  £25,000  now  asked  for,  have  to 
be  defrayed  in  connection  with  our  Em- 
bassy at  Constantinople;  and  I  would 
Sut  it  to  the  Committee  whether  it  is 
ecent  or  justifiable  in  any  way  that 
when  we  have  an  establishment  of  this 
kind,  consisting  of  highly-paid  officials 
— men  well  versed  and  experienced  in 
diplomacy,  and  enjoying  the  highest 
character  in  connection  with  diplomatic 
negotiations — is  it  decent  or  justifiable 
that  we  should  send  out  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  at  an  additional  expense  of 
£5,000  a*year,  with  a  large  further  ex- 
penditure for  his  maintenance,  and  that 
of  his  retinue  ?  I  am  of  opinion  that, 
on  that  ground  alone,  considering  the 
enormous  sum  expended  upon  our  Em- 
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bassy  at  Constantinople,  the  late  Go- 

vemment  were  not  justified  in  sending 

out  another  highly-paid  officer  in  order 

that  he  might  do  the  work  which  our 

Ambassador  at  Constantinople  was  quite 

competent  to  perform.    In  point  of  fact, 

if  hon.  Members  will  look  at  tho  Blue 

Book,  they  will  see  that  in  one  of  tho 

last  despatches  of  Sir  H.   Drummond 

Wolff  he  very  properly  acknowledges 

that  he  received  from  Sir  William  Whito 

the  very  greatest    possible  assistance. 

Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  says — 

"  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  leave  Constaati- 
nople  without  placing  on  record  the  deep  sense 
of  gratitude  I  leel  towards  Sir  William  White 
for  his  personal  kindness  during  my  stay  here, 
and  the  cordial  manner  in  which  he  has  giyen 
me  every  assistance  in  his  power  to  fnrther  my 
Mission.  His  advice,  experience,  and  practical 
knowledge  are  of  very  great  value,  and  of  thee*: 
ho  has  constantly  and  ungrudgingly  given  mc 
the  full  benefit  in  the  course  of  my  negotiations. 
My  task  would  have  been  far  more  difficult, 
and  at  times  almost  impossible,  without  his 
kind  encouragement  and  counsel.** 

Here  we  have  a  Diplomatic  Representa- 
tive, with  all  this  amount  of  ability, 
experience,  and  knowledge  already  at 
Oonstantinople ;  but,  nevertheless,  the 
late  Government  decide  upon  sending 
out  another  important  official,  to  add 
very  largely  to  the  already  enormoua  ex- 
penditure upon  the  Emlassy  at  Con- 
stantinople. But  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  remarks  which  have  been  made — 
that,  as  far  as  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff*a 
Mission  to  Constantinople  is  concerned, 
its  success  has  been  of  a  very  alight  cha- 
racter. The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
(Colonel  Duncan),  who  spoke  so  well 
from  the  opposite  side,  seems  to  think 
that  the  great  advantage  that  would  bo 
derived  from  the  Mission  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  is  that  it  may  le«d  to 
the  establishment  of  Egyptian  National 
existenoe;  and  he  said  that  he  altogether 
objected  to  the  rule  of  the  Turks.  I  oh* 
ject  also  to  the  rule  of  the  Turks  in 
Egypt.  I  have  always  thought  that  the 
sending  out  of  a  number  of  Turkish 
troops  to  Egypt  would  lead  to  disturb- 
ances of  a  most  serious  character ;  and 
if  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Coloaol 
Duncan)  is  of  the  same  opinion,  why 
does  he  give  his  support  to  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff*s  Mission,  which  was  in- 
tended to  bring  the  Turkish  influenoe  to 
bear  upon  Egypt  ?  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  GamD* 
bell)  seems  to  fancy  that  it  ia  posaibie 
for  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  to  bring 
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n*»  »ut  an  iinpn»vc<l  Miit«»  of  iff.ilM  in 
l.-TVpt;  onl»  th«»n'f'>r*»,  ho  14  di^]M»«oil 
t »  h't  him  Maj  thoro  a  littlo  lt>np*r.  Bat 
••in'ljr  my  hon.  Friond  cl«>o«  n«>l  sui»iv»n^ 
that  any  sriti^fArturv  roform§  an*  lik<»lv 
to  ho  cftTTifl  out  {>Y  »c*ndiu)f  TurkUK 
•oMioni?  Ho  niuiit  know  pi»rf«»'tly  w«»ll 
tint  any  attempt  t>  rfform  Kj?ypt  hy 
t>i«»  esnployiunnt  of  Turkish  »<»ltlirra 
Wi>uM  ail<i  t«»n-foItl  to  tho  horrors  of 
th«»  nituatinn.  Thi»r«»for*,  vhon  I  »«*o 
that  Sir  II.  I>rummoU'l  W<»nr,  on  on* 
t'*rin;;  up^m  hi**  Mi«<ion,  waA  first  of  all 
to  |^>  to  the  Sultan,  antl  to  !«mi  1  tho 
Suit  in  t'>  boli««Te  that  Knf^laud  hid  re- 

1)udiat«'d  all  hor  oM  idoa<,  I  fail  to  m^o 
low  it  could  ho  9Xp«H<t<Hl  thiit  any  con* 
i»id4*rahlo  a'nount  of  •U'^om  w«>tild  nt- 
t>  tid  hi^  ni'fCotiiitionfl.  11  ivin;?  xiti^fitHl 
tht*  Sultan  on  tliat  hoad,  ho  was  th(»n  to 
ohtnin  tho  •orvi«'08  of  a  Inri^o  b«>dy  of 
Turkish  soldiow  in  orJ«»r  to  ro*Mmqu«»r 
th«  Soudan—  '•No!**;— or.  at  all 
oront*,  t  >  pri>t«»«  t  Kjfvpt  rn>por  fmm 
any  in<*urM')n«  whi<  h  mi^ht  ho  mnd«>  hy 
th<*  S  )udau«  40.  Tho  Suh.nu  irouM  not. 
and  did  not,  ad(»pt  that  mig»r<'^ti'»n,  and 
tho  nc^^otiiition*  ont4*rt»d  into  app>*.ir  to 
have  hoon  of  tho  mo^t  nn^.iti*«fit<  t<>ry 
charari««r.  Ki>r  tny  part,  I  d«»>iro  to  *i'i» 
no  <>ffi«  iont  aid  fr  >m  tho  S'lltan  irhi  h 
inTolT»»<  an  int»»rf»»rrn'*o  with  tho  in- 
tornal  affuini  of  r.;^'ypt.  I  shnuld  ho 
Tory  •*>rry  to  •♦•«♦  the  Soudan  orrrrun 
with  Turkish  Nddi<r4,  and  1  hop^^  that 
this  country  will  not  ho  rarriod  an  ay 
hynMy«'i  h  pr«»|>-i*.il  •oe*  to  ho  ind^ii  t^l 
tu  rnt'r  into  any  o^Iijj.iti  t.^  mid  r«>. 
"p"n«ihi!iti<-4.  1  crrtnii.iy  th'>ij;:ht  that 
w«»  had  dotorminod  to  nToi^l  all  such 
o^ili^:  it  ons  ntj  1  n»»pon>ihilili«»^  in  futun*; 
a!jd  1  h«ipo.  h«»f.  r%i  tho  dr'h.tto  <'!••*«•«,  to 

h».»r  from  tho  <f«)Tomn<«*nt  how  far  thoT 

• 

aro  proparvd  to  atrcpt  tho  r«»nditions  of 
Sir  il.  Urummonil  \Voli!*s  Mi«»t'>n,  and 
h*»w  far  thoy  ci»u«idor  it  prud«  nt  to  r*m- 
tinue  tho  Mi««i«*n  of  th.tt  Uontlftnan. 
Hare  thoy  mido  nny  nitt  rati«tn«»  or  are 
th«'y  (T'intr  t  >  a«  t  on  t-.o  pamo  \\x,t-%  a« 
tho  lattt  tf.>Temm«nt.  whi  h  iia«,  1  ho* 
lit'To,  to  vfij^K^'^t  a  pdi'y,  involvirjr  thi» 
country  in  further  n  *p"r*ihuiti<»«  ?  At 
A  !  €«rrnt«,  I  «liall  Toii»  n^ait.V  th'^larjfo 
rxp<  ndituro  on  tw<>  f^o'ind^  In  the  tir^t 
plar^,  that  it  is  uuno«r^%ary.  »«oin|c 
that  wo  are  nln-ii  ly  »pondinir  larii^o  sum* 
<»f  money  h  ith  in  roa«tantinopl««  ar.<l 
^V^pt,  and  that  we  are  wrll  roprr««*nt«*il 
in  U>th  tho^i  <lip|(>matir  centres  ;  and, 
io  lk«  aecuod   pUc^,   I   ohject   to  this 


I *rgo  ex|.<ndttur»\  h«Titi«.*  I  on!«*rfnin 
jrrav*»  d>u)>t<i  wh»'fh«r  the  |vdiry  of  S  r 
H.  Prummond  Wolff  is  uu**  whioh,  if 
r.trrl*Ml  <»ut,  would  pr>m<»to  the  intoronta 
of  K^jvpt. 

I^>Kii  rnARLKS  HKKKSFORU:   I 
ttndiT«t«Mil  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
who  «i!M  htd«>w  the   (tdni^cwny  y(\>lonol 
I>uucau,   to   tay  that  thu  was   a   wiso 
Mission,   lM*rau^o   it  wou!«l  lead  to  tho 
Kngli«h   got  ting  out  of  Hgvpt   ouirktT 
thau   thoy  <ith**rwi^o   would.      Now,    I 
have  Mrong  rea^uH  for  wishing  to  soe 
tlie  Kriu'^linh  o'lt  of  K^ypt.     I  think  that 
tho  ift^uo  whit  li  is  raim^d  and  tho  reason 
which  it  put  forward  for  tho  pri*M*nco 
of  EngliMi   tn>op^  in    Kgypt  aro  alto- 
trethor  in*«  iffit  iont.     It  is  said  that  we 
wont  to  KfTypt  to  in«uro  the  safoty  of  tho 
Su<'/  ( *^nul.  whit  h  many  poeiplo  thought 
would  ho  e44ontial  to  this  country  in  tho 
event  of  our  going  to  war.     Now,  aa  a 
si>nman,  I  say  that  it  would  in  reality  be 
impiv^ihle  ti>  guanl  the  Canal  in  such  a 
corittngonry.  an<l  that  it  w«)uld  n^ptire 
at  1o.i«t  r*n,ooo  nt«'n   t4>  guard  it  in  a 
tifno  of  war.     Tho  (%inal  c  )uld  oa«*ily  ho 
hhx  ked  hy  (iur*M»Ivos  or  an  on<-niy  in  an 
aft*  m«»on  natch.     Thoro  aro  tw«»  phi'^^a 
in   tho  <\'iniil  in  nhioh  a  sliip  (muM  he 
^*ink.  HI  a^  t  >  ri  iilor  tho  (*ahal  w^A* «»« 
to  you  in  tho  i'\.'rit  of  your  hoing  en- 
(;.if;»'i  in  ho<.:i!itio%  with  another  c<>un« 
try.     Tho  either  day  a  ship  was  sunk  in 
tlio  (\i!ial.  and  it  wi  1  Im«  r4Ho!h»rt«*<l  hy 
hon.  Mt*tiih«  r4  that  it  was  hl«K'k<Hl  for 
ahout  fotir  «la\s  ;  hut  that  »hip  was  sunk 
in  a  ssntly  part  of  th**  Coiinl.  and  not  in 
a  rn  ky  purt.     There  are  two   parts  of 
the  (*anal  which  iNinsint  of  exca rations 
«)Ut  of  the  nK*k,  an«l  if  any  ships  were 
sunk  thoro  it  would  take  six  weeks  or 
thr«*o  months  before  tho  (^anal  c<iuhl  b« 
clcarod.    It  is  a  popular  error  to  imagino 
thnt  a  ship  in  suon  a  {Hxiition  could  he 
oA«ily  blown  Up.     You  ci»uhl  blow  tho 
nhip  to  pit-  <'* :  but  it  would  bo  neco«»ary 
to  employ  div<*ni  to  romoro  tho  rarioun 
parts  of  it  which   had   h<«u  fli«|>erf^<d. 
My  particular  reason  for  wishinic  to  tee 
tho  Kngli«h  out  of  K^rypt  is,   lN<ause 
r.^ypt  would  he  anoth«r  Ta*t  place  to 
dott  nd,    and  so   cri  ato    an<»thor    weak 
pint  •*  in  the  lar^e  area  of  weak  plsMt 
to  defend;  and  1  really  hoUove  that  that 
t«  the  most  humanitarian  ci>urso  whl<li 
c^oiM  l»e  pur»u<d.    I  agn»«*  «ith  u:a&\  of 
tho  romarks  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  M«  ui* 
ber  for  Fiosbury .  (  ohmcl  Hum  an  in  rt* 
gard  to  the  l^Ig}  ptiaot,  althoagh  1  do  not 
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agree  with  him  as  to  the  zeal  they  are 
likely  to  display  in  instituting  reforms. 
To  a  more  or  less  extent  they  will  always 
be  slaves  under  the  domination  of  some 
strong  will;  and  what  they  really  re- 
quire  is  some  strong  and  powerful  leader 
to  direct  them  in  managing  their  own 
affairs.  Beferring  back  to  the  question 
of  the  Suez  Canal,  if  ever  we  go  to  war 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  inevitably 
be  blocked.  Indeed,  I  will  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  if  I  were  the  Admiral  out 
there  I  should  block  it  myself,  and  re- 

?ort  what  I  had  done  to  the  Government, 
might  be  tried  by  court  martial ;  but  I 
should  have  saved  the  country  an  enor- 
mous expense  and  the  employment  of 
50,000  men  in  guarding  the  Canal.  I 
am  in  favour  of  using  England's  old 
highway  round  the  Cape.  That  is  a 
safe  route  which  can  never  be  blocked ; 
and  as  long  as  we  hold  command  of 
the  sea  we  shall  be  able  to  fight  the 
world.  As  to  the  question  of  giving  up 
Egypt,  some  hon.  Members  say  that  if 
we  withdraw  our  occupation  the  French 
will  go  there.  I  do  not  see  why  that 
should  be  so.  At  this  moment  the  Debt 
of  Egypt  is  guaranteed  by  six  Powers ; 
and  why  cannot  those  Powers  guarantee 
that  not  one  of  them  shall  enter  Egypt 
after  our  evacuation  of  that  country  ?  I 
imagine  that  an  international  guaran- 
tee of  that  description  is  all  that  is  re- 
quired. I  feel  very  strongly  upon  this 
point.  I  should  be  very  glad  indeed  to 
see  the  English  leave  Egypt  as  soon  as 
possible,  it  being  understood,  of  course, 
that  the  country  must  be  left  in  such  a 
state  as  England  can  leave  her  in  with 
pride  and  satisfaction. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  :  It  has 
been  a  great  advantage  and  a  great 
pleasure  to  listen  to  the  speeches  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  and 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
Hoiborn  Division  of  Finsbury  (Colonel 
Duncan),  who  has  now  left  his  place. 
They  have  made  us  aware  of  opinions 
entitled  to  the  greatest  respect  and 
weight  in  consequence  of  the  abilities 
that  the  respective  speakers  have  de- 
Teloped  in  a  practical  form  in  the  service 
of  their  Queen  and  country  in  Egypt 
itself.  I  have  listened  with  particular 
satisfaction  to  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord,  who  said  much  that  we  should  do 
well  to  take  to  heart.  His  speech,  like 
that  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 

Lord  CharUi  Bererford 


who  spoke  near  the  Bar,  has  tended  to 
elevate  the  Egyptian  Question  out  of 
the  region  of  the  controversies  of  Party, 
and  to  enable  all  sides  of  the  Committee 
to  direct  their  mind  to  it  with  something, 
as  I  hope,  of  a  common  object.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  and  other 
speakers  are  very  anxious  that  something 
like  a  continuous  policy  should  be  main* 
tained  in  Egypt,  and  they  anticipate 
great  advantage  from  the  adherence  to 
a  principle  of  that  kind.  Well,  Members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  Ministers 
may  have  very  good  intentions,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  may  fail  in  giving  effect 
to  them ;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
some  hon.  Members  opposite,  was  our 
case,  because  it  was  our  extreme  desire 
to  support  a  continuous  policy.  I  say 
this  in  the  presence  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  senior  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouchere) ;  and  it  was  oar  senso 
of  the  force  of  binding  engagements  that 
led  us  to  do  in  Egypt  what  we  should 
not  have  done  in  other  circumstances, 
because  it  was  opposed  to  our  views  and 
the  opinions  and  convictions  which  some 
of  us  had  given  expression  to  in  the 
country.  Many  hon.  Members  who  look 
back  find  it  quite  easy  to  point  out  how 
all  the  evils  we  have  incurred  might 
have  been  avoided.  And  here  I  would 
make  one  criticism  upon  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Colonel 
Duncan).  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber thinks  that  all  the  miscarriages  and 
all  the  errors  connected  with  the  Soudan 
would  have  been  avoided — in  fact,  he  la 
certain  about  it--and  dismisses  the  sub- 
ject  by  saying  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  cry 
over  spilt  muk.  He  says  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty  if  General  (}ordon 
had  been  sent  to  the  Soudan,  and 
if  it  had  been  made  known  at  the 
same  time  that  he  had  the  Britt^h 
Army  at  his  back.  There  would 
then,  he  says,  have  been  no  difficultv. 
But,  Sir,  is  that  clear  ?  The  first  thing 
which  naturally  occurs  to  the  mind  is 
that  when  General  Gordon  went  to  the 
Soudan  it  was  his  most  distinct  and 
strong  conviction,  as  it  was  the  convic* 
tion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  tliat 
the  thing  essential  to  be  known  was  that 
the  British  Army  was  not  at  his  back, 
and  that  he  should  have  no  British 
troo|M  sent  to  him,  and  no  Turkish 
soldiers.  Alter  ascribing  as  maoh  aa  you 
please  to  gratuitous  and  unoeoeosaxy 
error,  I  am  bound  to  saj  thai,  as  to 
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Ii.mI  to  t*ti<t>uDtor,  they  wero  in*M*|>aniblo 
from  iho  naCuro  of  tho  op«*ration8  wo 
utitlcrtixik,  and  tho  0D((uf{t'tu«'ut«  wo  had 
i  uten'd  into ;  and  that  tho  att«»iiipt  to 
^ovi  ra  a  country  no  dilTcrdit  in  rchgion 
and  raM\  so  n*tuoti%  and  ■uhji^tt  to  Muh 
j«  itltmi»ii'»  and  such  iutii^oa  aa  a  hyo 
I»«»rti('n  of  a  sroat  Ktii|iiro  Hko  thi«  it  m  ill, 
and  mu<kt,  always  Ivud  to  a  groat  amount 
of  mi»«-arriiip\  Th«*ro  is,  I  am  bound 
t4i  say,  OIK*  solitary  topic  which  I  cannot 
avoul  to  m<»utu»n.  It  baa  bi>»*n  Apok«»n 
of  by  my  hun.  Fti««nd  tho  M«*m)>i*r  for 
Kirkcaldy  ^Sir  (Knirgo  Campboll  ,  who 
said  that  tho  stato  of  K^ypt  was  so  bad 
that  it  could  not  poimildy  bo  wor«o. 
Well,  i^itf  I  hufo  no  doubt  that  when 
Sir  II.  hrutumuud  Woltf  rt^portn  u|>on 
tho  stato  of  H|(ypt,  as,  I  boliovo,  ho  will 
in  a  fow  day»»  ho  will  nay  that  which 
Sir  Kvrlyn  Karing  haa  nlrvady  ro|)ortod 
-»ab«»ut  tfthiih  I  do  not  bvlioTO  thoro 
has  b«on  tht*  smallest  doubt,  and  in  n*- 
i;anl  to  which  tho  hou.  and  gullant  Mem- 
Imt  for  Fiuibury  (?olonol  I>uncau),  who 
has  now  n^tumcd  to  hin  pla^o,  hiiA  ^up- 
plied  t«»-night  one  iiii|Kittant  item  of  ovi- 
donto — najit«*ly,  thnt  iniui«*n*^ti  practical 
improTouiont^  have  bocn  mado  in  Kgypt. 
what**T<*r  tho  burdeui  and  i^utroriug  of 
tho  pt«oplo  hare  biMU,  which  inipn^vo- 
m«*nt»  aro  intimately  ai^MMiattHl  with  tho 
happin^«s  and  well-being  of  tho  pi<»ple. 
AU>ut  that  thoro  ciin  bo  no  dtiubt  w  hut- 
over,  and  I  will  iu»t  give  tho  hi*ad-> 
undt  r  whMi  I  wiifst.iti*  th<»f«o  improro* 
mcnls.  In  tho  !.r»t  plsie,  then,  the 
hornblo  ifnlr.iiin  of  tho  pri^ais  has 
und«Tgt»ao  etlt'itual  and  strih^^'nt  r«'- 
form—wh'llier  it  is  perftct  now  I  will 
not  undottako  to  say  ;  but  I  will  un- 
dertake to  »uy  that  a  %s«t  iiuprovo- 
mcnt  has  bt^n  mado.  With  ro»|)«it 
to  fi'tcod  laUiur  —  ono  of  tho  mo^t 
Cfuvl  intliction*  undor  whi«h  a  people 
cansulTor— an  imiu«  um*  n  form  has  taken 
|daoo.  With  re  for  <  n  o  to  taxation,  and 
tho  onnrmous  abu%«*s  nhiih  pn*Ta:Ied 
f(»mi«r)y  in  that  country  from  thi*  timo 
(if  MeLvmit  Ali,  I  am  uk  lined  to  thiijk 
that,  for  many  |>a^t  v  nrs,  the  su(J<-r* 
in^i  of  tho  |NM»pl«  in  ri-f;anl  to  tht* 
c<>o«i(ion  of  th«  tai<^  wi*ro  as  gnat  or 
groater  thsn  in  any  oth<T  porti«'U  of  th<* 
Turkish  Kmpiro.  Tb«Mi  abuf**s  hnir 
undorgono  the  most  etr«<>ctual  rvtrt  n<  h-  ' 
mont,  at  least,  if  not  extirpation.  With 
fagani  to  pabU  works,  no  one  ae- 
qoaintad  with  tha  ttato  of  Kgypl  can 


fad  to  bo  awaro  tl  nt,  und<T  tho  able 
superintend*  mo  of  (*oh»nei  lloncrietf, 
change's  of  tho  grratent  im|M>rtanre  and 
«leTol(»pnient<»  for  g<M>d  whuh  had  Im^u 
previously  initiated  hare  taken  placo, 
iitid  coii*»'ttuto  an  immense  ameli<»rsti<  ii 
of  tho  <otiditi<'U  of  tho  country.  Well, 
Sir,  tho  hon.  and  gallant  (ientleman, 
sp<nkiiigaith  undeniable  authority,  has 
told  us  that  thoro  has  also  boon  an  im- 
proroment  in  thnt  whit  h  at  ono  timt*  it 
wan  sup|H>fted  was  the  greatest  ditRculty 
then*  waa  to  iont«  nd  with — namely,  the 
l*Igyptian  Anny.  Wo  neoti  not  de|)ond 
entirely  upon  the  authority  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Cionthman,  gnat  as  it  i«, 
as.  after  all,  his  acknowhHlgnients  only 
brings  us  back  to  what  waa  before  tho 
lost  fow  yours  wi^U  understood,  and 
alnioU  ttniTerr*allr  known.  From  the 
time  of  the  (inH*k  War  of  Iu«Iep<*ndcnro 
it  was  well  known  how  powerful  waa  tho 
aasi*itauco  which  tht*  Ottoman  Empire 
deriT(»d  fn>m  its  Kgyptian  troops.  In 
tho  crisis  of  i$40  it  was  tho  formidnblo 
character  of  tho  Kg3r]>tian  troops  which 
tHinstituted  tho  great  danger  of  tho 
Turkish  Kiiipiro  whith  re(|uirt*d  tho 
Kur«»]»t*an  ititervt^ntion  wh.ch  it  waa 
bfliived  at  tho  tim«*  was  necessary  to 
nave  it.  Again,  at  tho  time  of  tho  re* 
ImUiou  in  Cretf,  al  out  tho  year  lh.>H,  I 
think,  it  was  tho  Fg>ptian  tnttp^  mainly 
whit  h  enabh  d  the  Sultan  to  put  it  tloa  n, 
Turkish  trtttpA  having  b>ng  struggltMl 
Agaiust  it  in  vain.  All  these,  Sir,  aro 
point »  of  tho  very  gn>utt«*t  im|M>rtanco 
with  n'gard  to  th<>  future  of  Kgypt;  and 
although  I  do  not  ^ay  they  can  in  all 
resp«ctrt  conft<ilo  us  ft>r  what  has  taken 
place,  Vft  tliey  form  somt  thing  like  a 
M>t  oil  which  ought  not  to  be  omitted 
from  our  csbulatitms  when  w<*  aro 
•peaking  of  tho  future  of  that  country, 
and  endmv(*uring  tt>  form  an  estimate 
of  tht*  condititin  t*f  its  inhabitants  Now, 
>ir,  with  nsp'ct  to  the  Vote  l>eforo  us 
iitid  tho  Minion  of  Sir  II.  I>rummond 
W(»Iff.  it  is  very  natural,  wh<'n  a  »um  of 
thiii  kind  is  pr>>pt  M*d  to  l»o  taktn  for 
thatMi««:on.  that  the  (\'mniitt«-o  should 
loik,  in  tho  lirst  place,  fur  some  fulntva 
of  fiuamial  dftaits;  sml,  in  tho  sictind 
pls<  e.  it  in  natural  that  they  should  bo 
auxiuus  fcr  an  «*xiM»*ition  of  I*^>ptiin 
p  >h(y.  rnfortunst"Iy.  so  fsr  as  tho 
nature  of  this  Vt>te  i«  it»nc4«rnid,  ao  aro 
ti>  a  groat  extent  in  the  haudii  of  Utn- 
til  men  op|M>aite,  and  aro  unable  to  say 
anything  with  tcgaxd  to  it  either  one 
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way  or  tho  other.  The  attention  of  the 
present  Foreig^n  Secretary  (the  Earl  of 
Bosebory)  was  drawn,  immediately  after 
his  accession  to  Office,  to  what  appeared 
to  be  the  rather  copious  charges  that 
had  been  made  upon  the  people  of  Eng- 
land in  connection  with  this  Mission. 
My  noble  Friend  at  once  took  measures 
to  impress  that  a  considerable  reduction 
should  be  made.  Well,  Sir,  we  have  as 
yet  no  details ;  but  wo  believe  that  be- 
fore long,  perhaps  before  many  days  are 
oyer,  we  shall  be  in  possession  of  them. 
Still,  it  was  not  possible  to  keep  this 
Vote  hanging  over  when  we  had  large 
Estimates  and  business  of  importance  to 
deal  with.  But  we  have  an  assurance, 
on  which,  no  doubt,  we  may  rely,  that 
from  the  1st  of  January,  which  is  a  very 
recent  date,  there  will  be  a  large  reduc- 
tion of  this  expenditure.  Into  details, 
however,  I  cannot  enter ;  but  so  much  I 
say  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to  the 
policy  associated  with  this  Mission,  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  to  give  at  present  any 
conclusive  reply.  We  aro  expecting 
to  receive  the  Heport  of  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond  Wolff,  which  will  greatly  improve 
our  position  in  that  respect.  But  hon. 
Gentlemen  must  not  suppose  that  the 
Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  is  a 
small  matter  in  relation  to  the  Egyptian 
Question.  I  can  give  no  opinion  of  it 
whatsoever,  either  in  its  favour  or  other- 
wise,  until  I  am  in  possession  of  much 
more  information.  I  only  say  that  our 
desire  and  disposition  are,  if  we  can,  to 
do  nothing  to  break  the  continuity  of 
the  nroceedings  in  Egypt  connected  with 
the  Mission.  Such  a  break  in  continuity 
is  an  evil  in  itself,  and  unless  it  is  found 
to  be  necessary  to  do  so  we  shall  use 
the  best  efforts  in  our  power  to  avoid  it. 
But  do  not  let  hon.  Gentlemen  admit 
into  their  minds  any  idea  that  the  im- 
portance of  the  Mission  must  be  mea- 
sured by  the  sum  upon  the  Estimates. 
What  does  that  Mission  involve?  It 
involves,  in  the  first  place,  an  Interna- 
tional engagement.  Now  that  is  a  very 
important  result.  I  do  not  recollect  that 
any  former  Missions  which  have  taken 
place  to  Egypt  involved  such  a  result. 
The  Mission  of  Mr.  Care,  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin— his  was  hardly  a  Mission ;  he 
was  Ambassador  to  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment—or that  of  the  Earl  of  Northbrook, 
involved  any  International  engage- 
ments.   This  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
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possible  consequence.  It  may  be,  and 
no  doubt  will  be,  argued  that  it  may 
have  the  effect  of  greatly  enhancing  the 
force  of  British  influence  with  the  Ha- 
hommedan  population  of  that  country 
and  the  Soudan,  when  the  religious 
character  of  the  Sultan's  Office  is  Ukon 
into  view,  and  when  it  is  known  that  he 
is  working  in  concert  with  the  British 
Government.  But  whether  what  will 
naturally  occur  will  apply  in  one  direc* 
tion  or  the  other  is  a  question  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  be  entitled  to  say 
is  one  of  groat  importance,  and  I  will 
not  attempt  to  appreciate  it  with  pre- 
cision at  the  present  moment.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  quite  plain,  as  has  been 
stated  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Burnley  (Mr.  Bylands),  that  if  the 
question  of  the  admission  of  a  High 
Commissioner  from  the  Sultan  int(» 
Egypt  is  to  be  discussed  on  a  footing  of 
parity  and  equal  authority  with  that  of 
the  British  Ambassador  on  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  country — if  that  be  the 
true  effect  of  the  Mission,  that,  I  admit, 
raises  a  very  serious  consideration  which, 
the  character  of  the  Mission  not  being 
before  us,  I  could  not  now  attemjit 
minutely  or  particularly  to  unfold.  I 
reserve  my  judgment  altogether  on  this 
subject,  and  only  say  that  our  desire 
will  be  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  tho 
capacities  for  good  which  this  Mission 
may  develop ;  and  if  there  be  any  risk 
of  opposite  consequences  to  neutralize 
those  consequences,  but,  as  far  as  we  are 
able,  to  maintain  in  all  points  to  tho 
utmost  of  our  ability,  where  the  interests 
and  honour  of  the  oountiy  admit,  the 
continuity  of  our  proceeding^  which,  I 
am  happy  to  think,  with  regard  to  other 
important  matters  of  Eastern  noltcy, 
have  been  materially  recognised  by  the 
late  Government  and  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  which  I  hope,  under  favour- 
able circumstances,  are  destined  to 
acquire  solidity,  that  if  it  can  be  main- 
tained will  be  highly  beneficial  both  to 
tho  honour  and  best  interests  of  the 
country.  My  view  is  that,  where  pro- 
posals of  this  kind  are  made  to  the 
Uouse,  it  is  right  that  we  should  give 
the  Committee  to  understand  in  very  few 
words  what  our  position  really  is.  The 
question  as  to  the  Vote  is,  in  our  opinion, 
secondary  to  the  very  important  ques- 
tions of  policy  which  are  involved  in  the 
Mission.  We  have  not  had  time  to 
obtain  each  information  from  Sir  H. 


1585 


Smfptf-^Cirtl  (IfAft^n  1,  \nm\  Retries  Eiiiw^Ui. 


1595 


Prommoml  W(»lff  with  rc»n4«ot  to  hi< 
Mi««i<)n  M  viti  ooabU  us  fully  to  nppn^ 
ciato  bill  p<»Attioii  nndt*r  tho  rircum- 
•taBC«« ;  and  wo  ixiuld  not  p(i%«tbtr  make 
anr  chanfro  on  tho  tutnT^^^ti^^n  that  baa 
b<*«Q  matU  an  to  intrinlurinK  4«>nomy 
into  tho  workin)^  of  tho  Mi^Mon.  Wo 
cannot  pooatbly  mako  anyM^riout  chanfT'N 
or  do  anything  which  will  tond  to  un* 
fi«*ttl<«  tho  position  of  8ir  H.  Uruinmon<l 
Wolff,  or  tho  p«)iiition  of  II or  Majo«ty'ii 
Oorcmmont  with  ro^rd  to  thi*  matter. 
Thi«  18  our  po4itl<»n,  and  this  is  my 
oxcuao  for  making  a  claim  on  tho 
pntioneo  of  tho  Committoo ;  and  truMing 
that  hon.  Momb4«rs  will  wait  nnttl  wo 
aro  oumclvov  ahlo  full^  to  command  a 
vii»w  of  tho  situation  in  Kgrpt,  which 
hat  cortainly  bccomo  Iom  c«»m  plica  tod 
•inco  tho  ap|H»intmont  of  «*<ir  II.  I>rum- 
niond  Wullf ;  oomngthat  Hit  Majo9ty*« 
(lororemont  it  in  nood  of  information 
which  at  pr<*4«>nt  it  dooo  not  ]¥>iiii(hia,  and 
without  pa4«ing  any  judi^tnont  on  any 
part  of  tho  trantacttoti,  it  it  our  opinion, 
having  r«»gard  to  tho  intoroota  of  thit 
country  and  of  Kgyjit,  that  tho  Commit* 
t«H*  should  at  onco  procoed  to  paM  this 
Votn. 

Mr.  BOrRKH:  Sir.  I  do  not  know 
wliMhor  tho  (\>mmtttc«»  will  pomiit  mo 
t«>  fay  Tory  murh  afi«»r  tho  ftpooch  of  tho 
right  hon.  Gontloman  th<*  Prima  Mints- 
tor;  at  tho  sa»no  timo,  I  do  n<»t  think 
that  tho  (^>mmittoo  will  bo  aatisfiM  if 
I  woro  to  allow  this  opportunity  to  pa^^ 
by  withnut  saying  ^imothing  in  c<>nnoe* 
tittn  with  this  subjivt.  And  it  is  also  b^* 
csuse  I  can  aMuro  tho  Committ*H>  and 
tho  right  him.  (lontloman  opposite  that 
nothing  is  farth««r  from  tho  intentions  of 
tho  Mombors  of  the  lato  <}ovcmniont 
than  to  s>itrk  in  any  way  tho  rosponsi- 
bility  justly  attaching  to  ut  n*«pocttng 
tSo  policy  coneom«^l  in  tho  Mi*«ion  of 
Sir  il.  iHummond  Wolff  and  the  ox- 
M>ndituro  inrurrod  in  connection  with  it 
iVa  arcf«pt  all  the  r«««|>on*ibtIity  of  thf* 
cxpondituro  incurred.  Now,  Hir,  on«t 
or  two  obserrationt  with  roforonce  to 
the*  romarkt  which  foil  from  the  right 
hon.  t^i'ntloman  tho  IVtmo  Ministor.  I 
am  Tory  glad  to  hoar  that  the  right  hon. 
(Ifniloman  intends  that  there  should  b«« 
a  continuity  of  pfdicy ;  because  at  Wf 
proparrd  that  pf>liry  it  it,  of  oourse.  Terr 
satiafactory  to  find  that  there  it  to  be  do 
break  ia  the  ehain.  thie  of  the  prin- 
ciplee  tavolTed  in  thta  Mission,  and  to  ' 
tM  iaelnwlioaa  gtTea  to  Sir  H.  Drum- . 
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mond  Wolff  by  the  Harquott  of  Balis 
)»ury,  was  that  the  f>o-op«> ration  of  the 
•^ultan  was  d**«iniblo;  and  although  I 
am  glad  to  hear  from  th<^  right  linn. 
tri*ntl<«man  that  he  does  not  consider 
that  question  at  all  important,  yet  ho 
d«ies  not  giro  any  di«tint^t  opinion  as  to 
whfther  that  ci>*oporation  it  dotira>'l<« 
or  not — ho  wishe<t  to  ^«»»»,  b^'foro  thot 
admi«^Hion  is  mad«*.  whether  the  i-«>- 
oporation  of  the  Sultan  is  drMrii*»*o 
or  not  for  England.  Well,  Sir, 
tho  right  hon.  G«.*ntlonian  mado  one 
ob^rration  at  tho  comniencomont  of  hit 
remarks  with  regard  to  the  policy  of  tho 
late  (}t>remnient  with  rem>ect  to  Kgypt. 
Ho  aaid  that  the  latt  lit>oral  Uorem- 
nient  took  the  course  they  did  in  conse- 
quence of  a  desire  to  continue  tho  policy 
of  their  PnHleceseore.  I  do  not  wish  to 
enter  upon  any  cootroTortial  matt«*r ;  but 
I  think  I  should  not  be  doing  my  duty 
if  I  were  Dot  to  protett  against  tho  riow 
thtt  the  p<dicy  of  the  last  Goremmont 
of  the  rignt  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  on- 
tinnation  of  the  policy  of  their  Prede- 
cessors, becauto  nothing  could  be  more 
different  than  tho  policy  pursued  by  tho 
Administration  of  tho  rignt  h<m.  G<*ntlo* 
man  four  or  fire  years  ago  than  the 
pdicy  of  the  GoTommont  which  thoy 
succeed«Hl.  Sir,  there  was  an  obsenra- 
tion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North* 
ampion  Mr.  Bradlangh)  which  I  will 
take  Dotit^t  of.  The  hon.  MembtT 
seomod  to  think  that,  according  to  pro- 
ctMlimt,  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  ought 
to  hare  vnrat«*<l  his  teat  for  the  accopt- 
ance  of  (>ffi<^.  I  was  eomowhat  tur- 
pris4Ml,  having  regard  to  the  industry 
and  ability  of  tho  hon.  Member,  that  he 
had  not  made  himself  aer]ttaintod  with 
tho  law  on  this  subject,  becauto  it  hat 
been  well  atoertaincd.  It  has  been  laid 
down  oror  and  orer  again  by  th<*  high«»st 
authorities,  and  in  a  paragraph  of  Sir 
Krskino  Mar't  work  on  Pt^rlmmenUrg 
PtAfUet,  that— 

'•Th**  %'  ••■  j'lso''**  «>f  thcOffi  •  of  .Vm^iMsi  I  -r 
•If  othrr  K>«rit^  Mtntet^r  d^^oc  not  dis)a%ltf>, 
nnr  dors  lU  sco^pitacs  rsosto  tho  srst  <>f  s 
MsAbcr/* 

Now,  Bir  n.  I>ntmmond  Wcdff  wat  ap- 
(viinted  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and 
Special  Enroy.  It  has  bo<»n  held  in 
many  casts  in  the  ras«>  of  1x)rd  Strat* 
ford  do  Redcliffe,  of  Mr.  (''anning,  and 
in  the  caae  of  Sir  IlenrT  Bulwer,  who 
tat  thre<«  or  four  yean  in  thit  House 
while  a  tttlaried  Asd  paid  officer  ia  the 
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Diplomatic  Service,  and  also  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Shell.  The  case  of  Mr.  Sheil  was 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  cases  which 
may  be  named,  because  with  regard  to 
it  the  point  was  raised  in  this  House. 
Mr.  Sheil  was  Member  for  Dungarvan 
when  he  was  appointed  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
and  an  hon.  Member  moved  for  a  now 
Writ  under  the  impression  that  the  seat 
was  vacated ;  but  next  day,  or  a  day  or 
two  afterwards  the  Mover  of  the  Writ 
came  down  to  the  House  and  stated  that 
he  had  moved  the  Writ  under  an  erro- 
neous impression,  and  that  he  found  that 
the  seat  was  not  vacated;  and  in  that 
case  the  House  granted  a  supersedsas  to 
the  Writ  for  the  election  of  a  new  Mem- 
ber. Thus  it  was  decided  that  not  only 
the  acceptance  of  the  Office  of  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  or  Special  Envoy  does 
not  vacate  the  seat,  but  that  all  pro- 
ceedings taken  upon  such  acceptance  of 
Office  fall  to  the  ground.  With  regard 
to  another  observation  which  fell  from 
the  hon.  Member,  I  should  like  the  Com- 
mittee to  recollect  what  was  the  position 
of  affairs  with  regard  to  Egypt  when  the 
Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  was 
proposed.  I  think  it  will  be  admitted 
by  all  that  Egyptian  affairs  were  in  a 
veiy  abnormal  condition  at  that  time. 
The  finances  were  in  a  very  critical 
state ;  and,  although  I  quite  agree  with 
the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  that  a  great  deal  of 
amelioration  has  taken  place  in  many 
branches  of  the  Administration,  at  the 
same  time  many  branches  of  the  Ad- 
ministration in  Egypt  were  then  in  a 
state  of  veiy  great  disorder.  The  Daira 
and  the  Domain  Administrations  were 
and  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  a  state  of 
chronic  deficit;  the  arrangements  for 
the  permanent  establishment  of  the  Egyp- 
tian Army  are  incomplete,  and  I  may  say 
inchoate;  the  ooncution  of  the  Sou- 
dan, in  a  word,  was  a  condition  of 
armed  hostility,  and  the  armed  hostility 
was  rendered  more  formidable  by  the 
fact  that  after  the  capture  of  Khartoum 
there  was  an  immense  amoant  of  guns 
and  material  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels, 
and  which  I  believe  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  rebels  still.  Then,  the  Province  of 
Dongola  was  in  a  state  of  armed  hos- 
tility also ;  and  not  only  so,  but  all  the 
inhabitants  in  that  Province  had  joined 
the  Mahdi's  Force  and  were  threatening 
Upper  Egypt.    Again,  the  Muaaulman 
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population  of  the  whole  Empire  of  Egypt 
was  in  a  state  of  ferment ;  and  the  ra- 
tions, moreover,  between  England  and 
the  Great  Powers  were  in  a  very  un- 
satisfactory state — in  fact,  I  may  say. 
Sir,  that  both  internally  and  externally 
the  condition  of  Egypt  was  one  which 
gave  Her  Majesty 'slate  Government  very 
great  anxiety;  and  they  considered  it 
incumbent  upon  them  on  entering  Office 
to  take  some  step  which  they  thought 
might,  at  any  rate,  produce  a  better 
state  of  things  in  that  country.  Well, 
Sir,  the  first  duty  which  they  considered 
was  incumbent  upon  them  was  to  make 
an  honest  attempt  to  restore  confidence 
to  the  Sultan,  and  to  the  other  Powers 
in  that  respect;  and  there  wore  two 
points  on  which  it  was  thought  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
— one  was  the  restoration  of  order  in 
Egypt,  and  the  other  was  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  ultimate  withdrawal  of  the 
British  Forces  from  that  country.  Those, 
after  all,  were  the  two  great  points  on 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  de- 
cided to  send  this  Special  Mission  to 
Egypt.  They  thought  that  if  they  could 
establish  a  cordial  understanding  with 
the  Saltan  which  would  in  no  way  excite, 
nor,  at  the  same  time,  ruffle  the  senai* 
bilities  of  other  Powers,  it  ought  to  \ye 
done ;  and,  Sir,  with  that  object  in  view, 
they  determined  to  send  a  Special  Envoy 
to  Egypt,  with  the  power,  with  the  au- 
thority, and  with  the  dignity  of  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  to  carry  out  their  views. 
Everything  which  has  taken  place  since 
then,  every  telegram  that  has  passed,  not 
only  from  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  him- 
self, but  from  Foreign  Powers  and  from 
our  own  Ministers  abroad,  have  convinced 
Her  Majesty's  late  Government  that  the 
selection  which  they  made  was  m  wise 
one,  for  no  person  coidd  have  performed 
the  duty  of  his  office  with  greater  ability, 
dignity,  tact,  discretion,  and  patienco 
than  has  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  iylr, 
some  observations  have  been  made  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  in  the  course  of  this  dis- 
cussion upon  the  question  as  to  whether 
any  alteration  has  taken  place  in  tho  re* 
lations  between  the  Sultan  and  the  Khe- 
dive, and  that  point  has  been  alluded  to 
by  the  Prime  Minister.  All  I  oaa  say. 
Sir,  is  that  the  instructions  to  Sir  IL 
Drummond  Wolff  were  definite  on  that 
subject,  and  to  the  effect  that  the  poM- 
tion  of  the  Sultan  as  Sovereign  of  E^ypt 
was  to  be  reoogniaed  in  its  full  si( 
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caaee.  And,  to  ftr  as  an^-thiog  which 
hftfl  Ukon  plac<«  uoilt^r  Uio»i»  inntniction*, 
and  ao  far  aa  ri'Litionii  aro  cunconK-^l. 
thon»  ran  \^  no  intootion  whatoror  tu 
altor  in  aoj  way  Uie  relations  which 
oxi«t  at  tho  pr«^«»Dt  tiim*  bttwoon  th<> 
Sultan  and  tho  Khodiro.  Sir  II.  Drum* 
mond  Wolff  pr(»c<*(Ml<Hl,  in  acconJuD<t- 
with  hit  iattructiuns  tu  Conttaotinoplo, 
and  ha  had  ni>t  iMMtn  thoro  Tarv  lung 
when  h««  6«tabli<ih<Ml  tha  most  c^tnlial  r«- 
lattona»  not  only  with  tho  Sultan  and  the 
Porto,  but  alno  with  tlie  whole  Diplo- 
matic Body  in  that  (-apttal;  and.  Sir, 
aojoiio  who  it  ac(|uaiutod  with  the  con- 
duct  of  Eastern  negotiations  at  <  Constan- 
tinople must  know  vorjr  woU  that  it  is 
not  4«asj  for  aoj  ono  Power  to  establish 
cirdial  relations  with  the  Uopr«M)nta- 
tivrs  of  othor  Power*  on  an/  subjoct ; 
and  when  we  consider  that  in  this  co^t* 
it  waa  the  burning  qu<*stion  of  Kgyof,  I 
think  that  so  much  the  greater  credit  is 
due  to  Sir  II.  Dnimmond  Wolff  for  the 
C'>rdial  co-o|>eratton  which  ho  waa  able 
to  obtain  from  all  Foreign  Ambassadorv 
to  the  (^>urt  of  the  *^ultan.  Ho  was 
ablo  to  point  out,  both  t<j  tho  Sultan  and 
the  liepreeontatircs  of  tho  l^owors,  that 
the  objects  (»f  Her  Majo9ty*s  Govern- 
ment — namely,  tho  rei«torati«in  of  order 
in  Kgjpt  and  Ih**  makiuiC  of  arrange- 
mrnts  for  the  withdrawal  of  our  forces 
in  that  country,  were  in  (H>nsonanco  with 
the  views  of  tho  Porte  and  the  other 
Powers  of  Kurope — wh<»so  confidence,  I 
iiiu«t  say,  for  the  past  firo  }eani  has 
I  ••^^n  rud«'ly  sii«K'k*Hl.  Unless  s«>me  ar- 
rangement had  b«»en  cime  to  U»t  the 
bringing  about  of  harmony  with  the 
Hultan  and  the  other  Powers,  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  it  would  have  b4*«*n 

fNi4«ible  to  have  brought  aliout  a  satia- 
actory  state  of  things  in  tlgypt.  After 
Sir  II.  I>nimmond  Wolff  arrived  in  Con- 
stantinople a  considerable  ami »unt  of  de- 
lay to<»k  place,  and  a  great  deal  of  the 
ei|H*r«s««  of  the  Misaion  waa  in  con«e- 
(|uen<<*  of  that  delay,  lion.  Gentlemen 
who  have  watehed  the  course*  of  events 
in  the  Kast  during  the  past  five  or  six 
months  will  know  that  circuui%tanc<s 
occurred  to  produce  delay  which  were 
not  >irIL  Drummond  Wollfs  fault.  Ho 
had  not  been  long  in  (Constantinople 
when  the  rerolntinn  in  £aaten  liou- 
melia  broke  oat,  Servia  and  Bulgaria 
want  to  war,  Greece  began  to  arm,  and 
Tofkey  prepared  for  war.  All  theaa 
airvaoMCanoaa  prtrentad  the  Soltaa  gir* 


;  ing  that  attention  which  he  wished  to 
:  give  to  Sir  II.  Urummond  WollFs  Mis- 
ikti>a  when  Sir  Ilonry  first  arrived  th«  n*. 
Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  with 
I  a  pnmI  tlral  of  patience,  ta«  t,  and  gf khI 
humour  ho  went  on  pegging  away — not- 
aithMaiiding  the  great  amount  of  biisi- 
j  Xivs%  uf  an  riKkorbing  character  thst  tho 
'  Sultan  had  to  do  in  connection  with  this 
and  other  subjicts.  Sir  II.  I>rummotid 
Wolff  was  able  at  last  to  get  this  Con- 
rontion  stgn<*d.  Whether  or  not  tho 
(.Convention  will  l»e  an  ultimate  success 
depends  upon  Her  Maj<*ftty*s  present 
Aclvisera ;  but,  eo  far  as  it  has  gone  up 
to  the  present,  I  think  I  may  claim  for 
it  that  it  has  been  an  absuluto  and  en- 
tin*  suci^esa.  I^et  tie  eeo  what  are  the  ob- 
its ts  to  be  gained  bv  the  Mission.  Sir 
ll.  Drummond  Wolff  has  hims4-lf  do- 
<«iTibed  them,  and  deecribed  them  in 
language  which  I  think  I  cannot  im- 
prove upon.    Ue  aays— ^ 

**  Porhsps  3ir»ar  Lordship  will  silov  me  to  rr. 
cspttuUto  the  Tarious  putats  on  which,  ss  far  ss 
I  can  judgr,  this  lostrumrat  nuy  prove  uf  »1- 
TantiiK<'' 

**  lo  the  fint  p!ic«%  Xhr  c<>o<.tiui'>B  of  ao  sr- 
nn;:«»mf  nt  of  any  kiml  \x%m  4i<>nr  mu  h  t<>  y\\\f 
thr  itnUtion  that  has  cimUhI  ft>r  smne  time  in 
ths  iiiiiMU  of  tho  Tor  ha  towanis  KdkUbiI. 

**  In  an^ioff  this,  I  do  o«>t  with  m  say  way  to 
criticit**  lh«  |iaat .  but  il  is  Im  %ood  s  dvubt  thai 
the  irriUti>>o  hat  ria*t«4,  sod  has  door  mui  h  !■> 
iliminith  tho  indu'tiio  vKich  \\rt  U^jraty** 
<i(Mrmni<mt  o^iKht  U>  cirrrtsoio  tho  iVMnintoQi 
of  the  Mttltaa. 

**  8<>coodlr,  thr  af  ;>"intm^iit  of  Rnirlith  ainl 
Turkifth  ('«'mmis»ioci«r«  in  l^ypt  for  tha  ob- 
;ctta  pro)M4KU  raUl>*iai«rs  in  th<*  Bi4«t  f(«rmal 
mADncr  th*-  ciUtcnor  of  a  ^^ii  uO'lt  rstsadmg 
l>clwc«  n  Uic  two  c«>antnrt.** 

Then  he  goes  on  to  say  that  a  poettion 
of  legality  should  b4>  established  in 
llgypt,  a  iM>aiti«>n  which  had  been  sadly 
brvken  during  the  last  five  yearm.  I  n»- 
ocdlect  that  one  of  the  chargi^s  brought 
against  the  Earl  of  Beacon riit*ld*s  Ad- 
ministration waa  that  he  had  broken  the 
law  of  Kun»|M«.  Why,  the  wholo  of  our 
procet-dings  in  K^^rpt  during  the  past 
five  yeara  have  bsN^n  a  flagrant  breach 
of  the  law  of  KurotM*,  and  it  has  bf*en  lo 
n»medy  that  breaco  that  this  airange- 
ment  with  the  Sultan  haa  been  entere«l 
into.  I  will  not  weary  the  Committee 
by  going  at  gi^'Ct  length  into  this  sub- 
jrit ;  but  I  think,  b«*fore  I  sit  down,  the 
(  ommitt«*e  will  etpect  mo  to  aay  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  qneation  of  ax- 

Gtnse.    It  waa  never  the  intention  of 
er  Majeaty's  lata  UovammeDt  that  Sir 
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H.  Drummond  Wolff's  Mission  should 
bo  equipped  in  total  disregard  of  all 
those  accessories  which  give  effect  to 
these  Missions,  and  which  make  them, 
particularly  in  Eastern  countries,  much 
more  effective  than  they  would  other- 
wise be  without  them.  It  is  impossible 
to  suppose  that  very  large  entertain- 
ments would  not  take  place ;  and  I  must 
say  that  I  do  not  think,  considering 
everything  that  has  been  done  by  Sir  IL 
Drummond  Wolff  in  the  way  of  enter- 
tainment and  other  necessary  expenses, 
that  the  sum  can  be  thought  at  all  ex- 
travagant. Her  Majesty's  Government 
took  very  good  care  that  they  would 
appear  before  this  House,  at  any  rate, 
in  a  good  position,  for  they  attached  an 
experienced  public  servant  to  the  Mis- 
sion, whose  duty  it  is  to  prepare  for 
transmission  full  accounts  of  every  item 
of  expenditure  incurred  in  the  usual 
manner.  They  did  that  in  conformity 
with  the  Eeport  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee ;  and  in  doing  so  I  think 
they  took  every  precaution  that  this 
House  could  have  expected  them  to  take. 
I  must  say  that  those  who  know  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  will  not  accuse  him  of 
folly ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  a  gen- 
tleman with  his  knowledge  of  the  House 
of  Commons  would  have  shown  an  ex- 
traordinary amount  of  folly  if  he  had 
incurred  such  a  large  amount  of  expen- 
diture, which  could  not  be  justified  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  Public  Service.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  every  particle  of  the 
expenditure  incurred  in  this  Mission 
has  been  incurred  in  consequence  of  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolffs  devotion  to  the 
Public  Service.  As  to  telegrams,  the 
point  is  one  to  which  a  great  deal  of 
attention  has  been  paid.  It  is  necessary 
to  mention  these  subjects,  as  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  is  not  here  to  defend 
himself  with  regard  to  them;  and  I 
think  that  as  allegations  against  him 
have  been  made  I  should  not  be  doing 
my  duty  if  I  were  not  to  answer  them. 
In  the  first  place,  I  should  like  to  men- 
tion, in  justice  to  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff,  that  some  people  have  been  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  possible  to  put 
down  the  expense  of  the  telegrams  from 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  under  the  head 
of  "  telegrams."  Now,  such  a  course  as 
that  would  not  only  be  improper,  but  it 
would  be  against  the  rule  of  the  Foreign 
Office  to  do  80 ;  because  it  is  a  rule  there 
— and  I  think  it  ia  a  very  good  rule  too 
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— that  all  the  expenses,  including  tele* 
grams,  of  Special  Missions,  should  bo 
put  under  the  head  of  "Foreign  Mis- 
sions," and  not  '*  telegrams."  There- 
fore, we  do  not,  under  the  head  **  tele- 
grams," include  telegraphic  communiea* 
tions  from  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  but 
telegrams  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
particularly  from  the  East;  because  in 
consequence  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
East  very  long  telegrams  were  sent  to 
the  Foreign  OfBce  from  Yienna,  Bel- 
grade, Bucharest,  Greece,  Sofia,  Monte- 
negro, and  other  places,  all  of  which  are 
charged  for  under  the  head  I  mention. 
There  are  two  remarks  I  would  wish  to 
make  in  reply  to  what  has  been  said  on 
this  matter;  and  I  would  commend 
them  to  the  equitable  consideration  of 
the  Committee.  When  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  arrived  at  Cairo,  it 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
Committee  that  a  rebellion  broke 
out  at  Dongola.  The  consequence  of 
that  was  that  everyone  in  Egypt  was 
thrown  into  a  state  almost  of  panic,  be- 
cause the  people  thought  that  the 
Mahdi's  Forces  wero  going  to  invade 
Upper  Egypt ;  and  no  doubt  they  would 
have  done  so  had  it  not  been  for  the 
gallantry  of  the  British  and  Egyptian 
Forces.  That  state  of  things  produced 
great  ferment  in  Egypt ;  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff, 
though  a  Special  Envoy  sent  there  for 
another  purpose,  found  that  the  bulk  of 
his  telegrams  had  to  be  devoted  to  the 
general  condition  of  Egypt,  and  they 
were  all  charged  for  under  the  head  of 
his  Special  Mission.  There  is  anoth<*r 
fact  I  should  like  to  mention  in  justice 
to  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff.  If  the 
Committee  will  compare  the  expense  of 
telegrams  from  Cairo  for  the  quartor 
ending  the  25th  of  March,  1885,  and  the 
quarter  ending  the  25th  of  June,  1885 — 
with  which  Her  Majesty's  late  Govern- 
ment had  nothing  to  do— with  the  ex- 
pense of  telegrams  from  Cairo  for  the 
quarter  ending  the  25th  of  December* 
for  which  the  late  Government  was  re- 
sponsible, they  will  find  that  the  tele- 
grams for  those  two  previous  quarters 
exceed  by  far  the  expense  for  the  tele- 
grams for  the  quarter  ending  the  25th  of 
December,  for  which  the  late  €h>vem- 
ment  were  responsible.  These  are  two 
facts  which,  I  think,  ought  to  commend 
themselves  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee.     Well,  Sir,  I  oonfeas  that 
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wh«i  I  Mw  the  »xpwmt  thAl  w«re 
incQiTMi  in  eoon«Kiion  with  tlii«  Miision 
I  thoti|tht  it  Tcry  likoly  that  some  ioqotrj 
would  bo  madd  in  this  Iloot^  on  the 
•«<ihj«*cC.  I  eomparnd  the  expeneee  of 
Sir  ii.  Drummond  WotfTe  Mieeion  with 
thf>«e  of  nan  J  other  Mi<uiioitA  whtrh  pre- 
timIoJ  it.  I  will  not  wt»arj  the  Commit* 
too  by  fO>ini^  throu|ch  a  li»t  fif  those ;  but 
I  will  montion  one,  because  it  haa  boon 
nlludod  to  aln»ady — namolj,  that  of  the 
Karl  of  DuiTorin,  which  it  the  nearest 
parallol  to  that  of  8ir  II.  Drummond 
NVoltr.  I  will  undorUke  to  saj  that 
thf*ro  is  no  more  caroful  or  oonscientious 

Iublir  sonrant  in  the  world  than  tho 
larlof  Ihiflerin  ;  and  I  ran  eaj  this  with 
rognnl  to  hi<i  salary  and  esponM>n  durinji^ 
hi^  Mi*ikion  to  (^ain> — that  if  jrou  com- 

I>«ro  th«*in»  innfith  bj  month,  with  Sir 
I.  l>ninimond  WoUr*,  I  hare  rvo«on  to 
doubt  whether  tho.«it  of  the  Rarl  of 
IhitfiTtn  will  bo  oicoodod  by  thom*  of 
8ir  II.  I>rummond  Wolff.  I  do  not 
moan  ft>r  one  moment  to  suggeat  that 
th«*  Karl  of  Dufferin  spent  one  farthing 
moro  than  ho  oufrht  to  hayo  done.  I  am 
<i*rtain.  itido^Hl,  that  b*»  did  not;  but  I 
bo]M«  the  (^ommitt<«o  will  tako  this  into 
con^tdrration  whon  swoepin^c  charges 
of  prufu««*  expenditure  are  made  ag'aiost 
a  public  M^rvaat — I  ho|ie  thej  will  soo 
that  th««se  charges  cannot  be  ju«ti6tnl  hy 
(  >mpari«on  with  the  oxponditure  of 
othor«  io  the  same  p<»*ition.  In  justico 
to  8ir  II.  Druinmood  Wolff,  I  am  lH>und 
to  saj  that  thoro  is  a  yerj  great  dif- 
fi«renct»  lM«twoen  his  Mission  end  that  of 
tho  F«arl  of  Dutfcrin.  His  Mi^Mon  waJ^ 
in  fart,  two  Mi^^^ions — toPonstantinoplo 
and  to  ('ain> — and  ho  was  brought  into 
n>ntact  with  two  difr«*rent  Goromments, 
and  twi>  ditfrrrnt  sets  of  officials  and 
<Virpa  I  HplomatiqueSv  theroby  calling 
for  a  much  larger  amount  of  ontertain- 
roeat  than  if  h««  had  been  brought  into 
oommunifation  with  one  eet  of  officials 
onlj.  Then,  there  is  another  item  which, 
for  the  purtHise  of  comparison,  nu*t  bo 
lM>me  in  miod,  and  that  is  that  tho  Karl 
of  Ihifferin  waa  iirGvidod  at  C^atro  with 
a  Palace  bj  the  Kh«-liyo  ;  wh«n«as  8ir 
II.  Ihummond  WolfT,  l»4>th  at  (*onstanti* 
no{  le  and  at  (*airo,  has  had  to  find  hotel 
aiv^inunudation  for  himself,  and  tho  ex* 
IM'nse  of  that  is  included  here.  The 
light  hon.  (loiiilrtnan  says  bo  has 
rraeoo  to  b«>lieie  that  Sir  II.  I>rum» 
HMind  WUtl^a  expanses  daring  Jaanarj 
will  ba  leea  than  ia  tha  aootha  pre. 


UM 


ceding.  Of  ooofae,  thej  will.  All  tha 
great  expaneea  of  the  M  isaion  hare  now 
been  incurred — I  will  not  say  all  tha 
groat  oxpensea;  but  I  have  no  doubt 
that  tho  right  hon.  (lentlemaa  ie  right 
in  saying  that  the  oxpansaa  doring  tho 
next  weeks  of  Sir  II.  Urumnond  Wolfl*s 
Mission  to  Cairo  will  not  be  aa  gti^t  as 
they  haye  bean.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
that;  but  it  doee  not  follow  in  the  least 
from  it  that  the  eipenaaa  of  the  pre* 
ceding  weeks  and  months  haya  l»ecn  too 
gn«at  1  say,  therofore,  npon  the 
ground  of  prucedent  thore  is  nothing  to 
complain  of  with  rospect  to  the  expensea 
of  this  Mtsaion.  I  shall  bo  very  glad 
indcHMl  to  asaist  the  hon.  Member  for 
Humley  (Mr.  Ryland<«)  in  reducing  tho 
expenses  of  the  Missions  to  (\>nstanti« 
noplo  and  to  other  places ;  but  it  is  not 
so  easy  to  do,  and  I  do  not  at  present 
see  any  way  in  which  theae  expens4*seaa 
be  curtailed.  Now,  I  moat  say  that, 
considering  this  waa  a  peaceful  Mtasion, 
that  ita  obj(«t  waa  a  banefioant  one,  it  ia 
rather  inoonaistent  in  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  tannt  the  lata  Goyomment 
with  either  the  Poli<^^  or  the  expenses  of 
the  Mission.  Cimstdoring  the  way  in 
which  thoy,  for  four  or  fiye  years,  yotad 
millions  and  milliona  of  money  without 
any  p>od  object,  and  without  a  murmur, 
I  must  say  1  think  it  is  a  little  inconsis- 
tent to  eaVil  at  theae  expensea.  If  they 
were  10,  1^,  }0,  or  loo  times  greater 
than  thoy  are  likely  to  1ms  they  would 
only  be  a  drop  in  the  ocean  compared 
with  tha  millions  of  monev  that  had  been 
squandered  ia  Egypt  of  lata.  Under 
th««se  ciirumslaaeea,  I  trust  the  Commit- 
tee will  assent  to  thia  Vote,  not  only  on 
tho  ground  that  it  is  an  eoonomieal  \  ote, 
but  on  tha  ground  that  it  ia  an  honest 
attemnt  to  brin^  abont  a  peaceful  aolu* 
tion  of  a  queation  whiah  haa  been  for 
many  years  a  cause  of  the  deepaet 
aaxioty  to  ayery  Goyanunaat 

Ma.DILLuN  :  For  my  part,  there  ia 
an  item  I  object  to  much  more  than  that 
for  tho  expensea  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Welti *s  Mission,  and  that  is  the  item 
for  tch»grams,  which,  I  preeume,  we  may 
take  as  coyering  the  tr>l<»grams  in  this 
Il<iok  on  the  Affairs  of  Kgyp^'^birb, 
by  the  way.  is  not  a  Uluo  llc>«»k,  but  a 
White  Book.  If  we  may  take  this^as 
I  presume  we  may — aa  a  fair  sp««ctmon 
of  the  yalua  we  get  for  this  enormous 
outlay,  I  do  think  tho  Committee  ought 
to  administer  a  leasoo  to  the  Govam* 
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ment  in  the  only  waj  that  it  is  possible 
to  do  it  for  squandering  money  on  such  a 
monstrous  monument  of  folly.  If  this 
debate  had  not  already  continued,  for  a 
long  time,  I  should  have  attempted  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  at 
length.  If  I  did  so  now,  I  am  afraid  I 
should  weary  the  patience  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers and  insure  myself  a  bad  hearing. 
But  I  do  think  I  am  justified  in  asking 
the  Committee  to  listen  to  me  for  a  short 
time,  whilst  I  make  a  protest  against 
this  system  of  goToming  foreign  coun- 
tries by  telegram.  This  question,  it 
seems  to  me,  has  been  debated  too 
much  on  the  personal  merits  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff.  The  question  whe- 
ther or  not  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff 
gave  too  many  expensive  dinners  is  not 
the  question  raised  by  this  Vote.  The 
question  raised  is  infinitely  wider.  We 
hear,  for  the  first  time  since  this  miser- 
able Egyptian  business  commenced,  the 
doctrine  of  evacuation  preached.  The 
two  Front  Benches  used  to  agree  in  the 
doctrine  of  putting  off  indefinitely  the 
question  of  evacuation ;  but  now  we  hear 
them  saving  thai  the  sooner  the  British 
troops  leave  Egypt  the  better.  We 
have  learnt  to  be  very  sceptical  about 
such  statements,  and  we  shall  be  so  until 
we  are  informed  that  steps  are  being 
taken  to  put  an  end  to  this  enormous 
expense  and  this  monstrous  system  of 
governing  Egypt  by  telegram.  This 
Bouse,  I  think,  has  a  right  to  demand 
that  the  Oovemment  shall  lay  on  the 
Table  a  full  statement  on  the  subject  of 
their  occupation  of  Egypt,  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  country,  and  of  how 
and  by  whom  the  expenses  are  paid. 
But,  lest  I  should  be  out  of  Order  if  I 
pressed  on  that  subject,  I  will  for  a  few 
moments  direct  attention  to  some  of  the 
documents  in  this  book  of  telegrams,  the 
cost  of  which  we  are  now  asked  to  vote 
out  of  the  National  Exchequer.  Firat 
of  all,  I  would  draw  attention  to  certain 
telegrams  dealing  with  an  illustrious 
individual  called  the  Sheikh  el  Mor- 
ghani.  He  was  sent,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  from  Cairo  to 
Suakin,  in  the  expectation  that  he  would 
use  his  great  influence  with  the  Mahom- 
medan  tribes  to  induce  them  to  abstain 
from  attacks  on  Suakin.  From  certain 
telegrams  sent  home  by  Donald  A. 
Cameron  and  Colonel  Herbert  Cherm- 
aide,  who  represent  the  English  Govern- 
ment  at  Suakin,  it  appears  that  they  had 
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the  highest  expectations  of  the  result  of 
the  influence  of  this  Sheikh  el  MorghanL 
One  telegram  says — 

"  Horghani  in  Cairo  is  vorjr  aangnina  aboat 
being  able  to  reconcile  the  tnbes,  oat  aaka  for 
time  to  effeot  it.  The  Sheikh  went  down  to 
Suakin,  and  has,  I  am  informed,  remained 
Uiere  for  a  couple  of  months.** 

It  is  stated,  though  I  do  not  find  it 
in  these  valuable  telegrams,  that  the 
Sheikh  was  convinced  that  he  could  dis- 
arm the  hostility  of  the  tribes,  but 
only  on  condition  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  British  troops.  I  suppose  these 
Blue  Books  are  always  edited ;  but  after 
careful  study  of  it  I  am  not  able  to  find 
out  any  reference  to  this  opinion  of  the 
Sheikh  el  Morghani.  On  the  contrary, 
Mr.  Cameron,  speaking  of  this  Sheikh^ 
who,  in  a  previous  telegram,  was  men- 
tioned as  a  man  of  great  influence  with 
the  Mahommedans  in  Egypt,  but  who,  I 
am  informed,  subsequently  declared  that 
the  Soudan  could  only  be  pacified  on  the 
withdrawal  of  the  British  troops,  says — 

'<  The  Cairo  Sheikh  is  revered  bv  the  Nativea 
of  Suakin  ;  but  his  knowledge  of  local  tribal 
politics  is  very  limited. 

'*  He  does  not  appeur  to  have  made  any  pro- 
gress in  grasping  the  situation  sinoe  last 
year," 

I  have  received  private  information 
which  makes  me  think  I  can  read  be- 
tween the  lines,  and  makes  it  clear  that 
this  statement  of  Mr.  Cameron  as  to  the 
Sheikh  Morghani  failing  to  grasp  the 
situation  was  prompted  by  Morghani'a 
expression  of  opinion  that  the  only  way 
to  get  peace  in  the  Soudan  was  to  with- 
draw the  British  troops.  Mr.  Cameron 
goes  on  to  say — 

''I  met  the  other  Morghani  a  few  daya 
ago." 

And  this  man,  it  seems,  from  other  tele- 
grams, must  have  been  largely  bribed 
or  paid  by  the  Government  to  undertake 
certain  negotiations  with  Kas  Alula,  tbo 
General  of  the  Abyssinian  Foroee.  Mr. 
Cameron  says,  speaking  of  the  other 
Morghani — 

*'  A  serious,  quiet  man,  who  realises  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  whole  problem  of  the  Eastom 
Boudan,  the  Sheikh  of  Daggah  looks  upon  the 
Uadendowas  as  quite  irreconcilable.  Nothing 
but  starvation  here,  and  total  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  the  Abf  sainians  at  Sanheii  and  Kas- 
aala  will,  he  thmks,  reduce  them  to  sobmis- 
aion.*' 

From  that  date  the  Sheikh  Morghani  of 
Cairo  disappears  from  the  despatehea. 
and  the  Sheikh  of  Daggah — 


1597 


Sm^^Ciril  (Uabcb  1,  1S86)  ArriVv  EUimmU:        U9B 

of  Cairo ;  bat  I  h«Ta  no  dovbl  I  thoald 
bo  undor  tbo  nark  if  I  aaid  that  tho 
lota  on  tho  part  of  tha  Araba  ia  daad 
alon^  noeo  tho  British  Iroopa  firat  tot 
foot  00  KfCTptiita  ^otl,  han  mM»n  naar«r 
160.01K)  than  lOO^CHK)  man.  How  lonfp 
i«  thia  to  go  on?  Throughout  tho^o 
dabataa  appoaU  ha?a  l>aon  mada  to  tha 
GuTornmaDt  to  mj  that  pending  tho 
coraplation  of  thair  plant  and  until  th<»y 
an*  in  apoaitton  to  ofclara  a  rational  and 
intalligiblo  policy  of  oracuat ion  in  Kgrpt 
thi'Y  tball  put  a  Mop  to  thin  tlaugbtar. 
Will  thaj  coniiidor  tho  domrabilitjr  of 
withdrawirg  th<*ir  soldiort  ttfuvx  Sua* 
kin,  tha  dtmata  of  which  placa  haa 
tho  dcadlieat  offi^t  u|M)n  Britith  troops  ? 
Our  own  man  aro  azpariancing  tha 
groatost  torture  in  thit  unhoalthj  placa; 
thoT  aro  boiog  d<«cimatod  by  ucknciM, 
and  all  for  no  earthly  r<*aaon.  Well» 
now,  I  want  to  My  a  few  words  upon 
another  qoeetion  which  i»  rai^  by 
theea  tc^legrama,  and  that  it  tha  queatioB 
of  the  •O'Callod  attempt  to  relieve  tha 
garrison  of  Kaeeala.  The  roliaf  of  Kaa* 
sala  ie  a  queation  of  aome  importance* 
and  it  beara  closely  upon  tha  question 
whether  we  haTo  gi>t  Talue  for  the 
£l'i,0<H)  spent  ufion  these  tolograma. 
Many  of  tho  telegrams  hare  reference 
to  the  arrangementa  which  were  being 
made,  and  tho  measures  which  were 
being  takon  by  t  olonel  Chermside  for 
the  reliof  of  Kaasala.  We  have  in  tha 
first  part  of  the  Blue  Book  the  moot 
confident  telegrama  from  Colonel  (^harm- 
side.  He  desnribaa  at  great  length  tha 
maaauree  taken  for  the  relief  of  the  gar* 
rison,  informs  Hor  Majesty's  OoTern- 
ment  that  Osman  Digna  is  dead*  and 
that  the  army  of  Ras  Alula  ta  adranring 
on  Kaasala,  and  also  stataa  the  large 
snma  |taid  to  Baa  Alola^I  suppose  out 
of  the  English  Treaaury^for  the  mo%t 
scandalous  enterprise  of  r«*HeTing  Kaa« 
sala.  Then,  after  some  time,  spios  began 
to  coma  in,  and  the  truth  b^'gan  to 
leak  out  about  the  relief  of  Kaseala. 
We  find  that,  instead  of  Kaasala  being 
in  a  position  to  be  relieved  on  the  very 
date  in  July.  1hh5,  when  all  theiM  mea- 
sures wert*  being  taken  and  large  sums 
of  moner  were  being  paid  to  Kas  Alula, 
Otman  iHgna  ent**nKi  Kaseala.  and  ho 
and  his  friends  were  drinking  and 
shaking  hands  with  the  Gorrmor;  that 
at  tho  Tory  hour  Kas  Alula  was  leaving 
Abyssinia  Osman  Digna  waa  angaged 
in  carrying  from  Kaeealt  all  tha  moni* 


**  His  eoosia,  a  yoaaffsr  asa,  wko  hss 
•U  kis  liU  ia  ths  SoqJad. sod  who  hsshsd  % 
Unr*  pcffsooal  sip^«oos  of  ths  llsdsadovss,*' 

appears  aa  the  trusted  adviser  of  tho 
British  Forcos.  The  Sheikh  el  Mor- 
ghani  waa  sent  to  Cairo,  and  the  change 
of  air  seems  to  have  injurtMl  hia  health, 
for  the  poor  man  died  at  the  ond  of  a 
month.  As  I  have  rtnid,  it  ia  atated  in 
this  somewhat  long  t4*logram  of  Mr. 
I>onald  A«  Cameron  that  nothing  but 
starvation  and  the  Abytainians  will 
reduce  the  Hadendowas  to  submission. 
Two  Knglish  cruisers  are  then  stmt  down 
to  intenopt  the  supply  of  grain  and 
(»thor  provisions  re<  oived  by  these  un- 
happy Nati%'ca  from  the  Ked  S^a^to 
«*srry  out  this  policy  of  starvation  and 
extermination  u<*re  set  forth.  So  far 
as  I  can  gatht^r.  this  policy  is  in  f«>rce  at 
tho  prf*<»oQt  moment,  and  tho  (\>mmittce 
w  ill  l>o  9L%V*A  to  vote  a  further  largo  sum 
of  money  for  AbyMinia,  to  pay  fur  the 
sorric4  s  of  Kas  Alula  and  nis  Forces, 
who  are  Christians,  and  thort«fore  hateful 
to  the  Houdaaeae.  who  havo  been  aske<l 
to  come  and  destroy  the  Hadendowa 
Tril>e.  Is  this  diabolical  system  to  be 
continued,  when  thore  is  noobjt^ct  to  bo 
gained  by  it  ?  Aro  these  horrible  aa- 
saults  that  havo  been  going  on  against 
the  Arabs  round  Buakin  for  so  long  to 
bo  continued  in  tho  face  of  the  declara- 
tion of  tho  (tovemment  that  they  desire 
Xo  withdraw  Hor  Mnj«^ty*s  troops  from 
the  8«>udan  ?  Is  this  systom  of  starva- 
tion fferfMf  c<>nce%%ion  to  l>e  continued  ? 
Is  every  motho«)  that  the  ingenuity  of 
man  can  devise  to  be  resorted  to  for  the 

Surpctse  of  starving  out  the«e  Haden* 
owes,  who  have  already  sufTerod  so 
much  at  the  hands  of  the  Bntt«h  ?  I 
think  this  opportunity  should  not  be  lost 
of  asking  the  (lovemment  to  give  us  a 
straightforward  statement  to  the  effect 
that  pending  the  settlement  of  the 
>!gTpttan  Quf^tion  this  wretched  Arab 
Tnbe  shall  not  l>o  pursiK*'!  with  a  morri- 
l<<ae  fuiy  for  which  no  reason  can  be  ad- 
duced. I  had  an  opportunity  rxentlv  of 
talking  to  a  British  otfi'^»r  who  had  hail 
a  c«mversation  with  this  Sheikh   Mor- 

{^hani,  who  waa  AhipiH*d  off  to  Suakin 
>y  the  British  <  tovemment.  This  offic«*r 
telU  me  that  the  Hheikh  dt^lar^^  the 
Araba  pnt  d<»wn  their  loesea  during  the 
famous  passag«(»  of  the  Kgyptian  tro«ips 
round  the  wells  and  elsewhere  at  not 
lata  than  50.0O0  killed.  These  words 
aro  tha  words  of  the  Shaikh  Morghani 
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iions  of  war  that  were  there.  While 
these  events  were  transpiring  the  Oo- 
yemment  were  receiviog  long  telegrams 
from  Colonel  Ohermside,  informing  them 
that  he  had  the  utmost  confidence  that 
the  garrison  would  be  relieved.  Am  I 
not  justified  in  saying  that  a  more  scan- 
dalous waste  of  money  was  never  sanc- 
tioned by  this  Parliament?  Besides, 
these  telegrams  only  hold  out  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  ridicule  over  the 
whole  world;  and  they  do  something 
worse  than  that — ^they  show  that  we 
gave  our  sanction  to  the  most  horrible 
operations.  What  was  the  result  ?  Eas 
Alula  marched  to  the  relief  of  Kassala ; 
but  before  he  got  there  he  was  met  by 
an  army  which  came  out  of  Kassala 
to  fight  him.  There  was  a  bloody  battle, 
of  which  various  accounts  were  tele- 
graphed, after  which  battle,  both  sides 
having  lost  very  many  men,  £as  Alula 
marched  back  to  Abyssinia  with  the 
English  money  in  his  pocket.  Then  the 
latest  news  we  have  reads  like  some  ex- 
traordinary story  out  of  Th$  Arabian 
IfigM$,  After  all  the  long  telegrams  of 
the  various  arrangements  made,  and  all 
the  trouble  that  had  been  gone  to  to 
relieve  this  desperate  garrison,  I  will 
read  in  a  few  moments  the  last  news  we 
were  given  of  the  garrison  of  Kassala. 
But,  first  of  all,  I  must  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  this  one  fact 
which  is  mentioned  in  a  Report,  for* 
warded  by  telegraph,  of  several  eye- 
witnesses of  the  surrender  of  Kass^a, 
related. by  Selim  Agha.  The  Report 
was  forwarded  from  Cairo  to  the  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury  by  Mr.  Egerton,  and 
I  think  it  is  such  as  to  make  every 
Englishman  thoroughly  ashamed.  These 
eye-witnesses  say  that — 

''When  plunder  wm  going  on  in  Kmaaln 
Onuan  Di^ina  entared  the  town*  before  the  re- 
latere  left  it,  and  he  did  put  a  stop  to  miadeeds 
and  plunder,  for  hia  word  waa  law.*' 

This  is  the  man  on  whose  head  an  Eng- 
lish General  set  a  high  price  eoma  time 
ago,  and  yet  we  find  from  the  statement 
of  eye-witneeses  that — 

'*  He  put  a  atop  to  misdeeda  and  plunder,  be- 
oanae  hia  word  waa  law.*' 

Now,  the  last  news  we  have  of  Kassala 
is  dated  Cairo,  December  21,  1885,  and 
it  is  to  this  effect — 

*'  An  ofllccr  who  haa  inat  arrived  in  Cairo 
with  hia  company  from  Mafsowah  brings  the 
newa  that  Osman  IKgna  had  ordered  the 
aination  of  the  Mndir  of  Kaaaala  and  hia 
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▼ant  and  two  other  Europeans.  Oanan  M or 
ghani,  at  Snakin,  oonfirma  thia  Intelliganee 
about  the  Hudir's  death.  The  lateat  newa  from 
Kaaaala,  brought  by  one  Farag  Agha  Nini.  who 
escaped  with  69  men  and  three  women,  is  to 
the  effect  that  Oaman  Digna  ia  atiU  at  Kaaaala, 
where  he  had  eatabUahed  a  reign  of  terror.** 

I  have  just  read  a  telegram  which  shows 
that  the  moment  Osman  Digna  entered 
the  town  he  put  an  end  to  the  reign  of 
terror.  Anyone  who  studies  these  docu- 
ments will  find  considerable  difiiculty  in 
reconciling  them,  or  in  conceiving  what 
earthly  object  can  be  gained  by  forward- 
ing them  by  telegraph  instead  of  sending 
them  by  the  penny  post,  which,  I  think, 
is  a  means  of  transit  quite  rapid  enough 
for  such  documents.  There  is  just  one 
other  point  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Government.  In  a  tele- 
gram from  Lieutenant  Stuart- Wortley 
to  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  dated  Wady 
Haifa,  December  12,  1885,  it  is  said — 

''Obstaclea  hare  been  found  on  the  railway 
between  Haifa  and  Gemai,  placed  there,  un- 
doubtedly, by  the  viUagera.  General  Grenfell 
having  laaued  a  Proclamation  warning  the 
Sheikha  of  all  villa^  that  thev  were  respon- 
sible for  the  railway  in  their  neighbourhooda,  the 
Sheikh  of  Gtomai  was  accordingly  punished." 

I  want  to  know  what  punishment  was 
inflicted  ?  There  is  not  a  single  word  iu 
the  telegram  to  indicate  whether  there 
was  any  evidence  that  the  Sheikh  of 
Oemai  was  cognizant  of  the  obstruction 
placed  on  the  railway.  There  is  nothing 
to  show  that  he  was  placed  on  trial,  or 
that  he  got  any  kind  of  trial,  and  yet, 
under  the  orders  of  a  British  officer,  he 
was  punished.  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  inform  the  Committee  what 
punishment  was  inflicted  on  this  Sheikh, 
by  whose  command  he  was  punished, 
and  whether  he  received  any  trial  at 
all. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayes  98  ; 
Noes  185:  Majority  87. — (Div.  list, 
No.  12.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  Mgrmd  l#. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£69,210,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  d«fray 
tiie  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  3rear  ending  on  the  91st  day 
of  March  1886,  for  certain  Chaiyas  coonactad 
with  the  Orange  Hiver  Tenitocy»  the  Timaarmal, 
Znluland,  BMhuanaland*  the  Island  of  8t. 
Helena,  and  the  High  Commianoner  for  8oiith 
Afrioa.*' 
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Tn  UNDEIi  SECRETABT  or 
8TATE  rot  run  a>LONI£8  (Mr.  0«- 
ftoftVB  MomoASf) :  This  it  a  rerj  larg* 
Yoto*  a&d  I  think  it  \%  doe  to  the 
Comiiiitt4M>  that  thert  thottld  bo  Mine 
•xpUnation  of  it.  The  Vote  hat  refer- 
ence to  the  afTairs  of  Bechnanaland  and 
HtelUUnd,  and  to  the  Angrn  Pequenn 
(  onamiMion.  The  original  Ketimate  of 
the  coet  of  the  administration  of  Bechu* 
analand  was  only  £30,000 ;  but,  at  the 
time  that  Ketimate  was  formed,  it  was 
goneraUj  b<»lioTed  that  U<«chu analand 
would  be  incuqMratod  with  the  Cape 
(Vilonj.  The  sum  ol  £30,(i<>0.  under 
the^e  circumstanees,  was  thought  quito 
suflioivnt  for  the  administration  of  \\xv 
ii*rritorj.  Tho  mattt*r  came  before  the 
ri»«ponslble  Advisors  of  Sir  Hercules 
ItobinMin  in  July,  1H85,  and  they 
offoriHi  to  take  orvr  the  torritorj  ui>«m 
terms  which  wert«  prac!i<*ally  prohibi* 
tor  J.  It  rrallj  came  to  this — that  the 
Cape  (^olonj  d<«clined  to  take  orer 
IUh  huaaaland,  except  upon  the  par- 
men  t  down  bv  the  Imperial  GoTcrnmcnt 
of  i\»0,0(>0  ;  and  then  tlioj  insinted  that 
th««  safety  of  the  country  should  be  so* 
cured  by  means  of  mounted  police,  who 
should  be  under  the  control  of  tho  (^ape 
Colony,  but  paid  by  the  Imperial  ito- 
vemment.  The  lato  ( tovomment  decl  i  ned 
thoso  terms,  and  from  the  Int  of  8ep» 
teml*er  last  the  territory  of  liechuana* 
land  had  l>een  adoiinifttf^red  by  Htr 
Hercules  Robin^n,  not  as  part  of  Cape 
C4»Umy,  but  as  a  t  *rown  (^oluny.  l^^nder 
these  cirrum»tancee,  it  b«<came  necesaary 
to  provide  for  the  iocurity  as  well  aa 
tor  the  administration  of  the  territory  ; 
and  for  that  purpoet*  it  was  suggested  by 
bir  Hrrtulos  Uobinson  that  a  mounted 
poliee  foroe  of  ab«iut  ^00  men  should  be 
ra-sofj.  and  that  the  sum  of  XlO.ooO 
s>iould  l>e  set  apart  fur  th«»  civil  adminis* 
tration  of  the  Colony.  The  r«*iuU  was 
that  a  mounted  |M>liee  fort^  of  6oo  men 
was  raiso<l,  end  a  sinall  Hvil  eetabli»h- 
ment  er<*aCod ;  and  the  co«t  of  these. 
tr»geth«*r  with  certain  other  expentrs 
incamMl  in  tho  renewal  of  tel«*graph 
|i<»sts  which  had  born  s«-t  up  by  Sir 
t*barl«*s  Warren,  and  the  erection  of 
pulilic  buildings,  and  the  eston«ion  of 
the  Land  Commission,  to  which  I  re- 
ferred tho  other  day  in  answor  to  a 
Uusalion  pot  to  me  by  the  hon.  i^entle- 
tleman  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
I/indon  fiir  Robert  Fowler\  bronp^t 
tha  aom  raquired  to  £76,000.      If  it 
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ia  deaired  I  ean  cira  tha  OommiUaa  tha 
exact  figuraa.  For  tha  mounted  police 
and  the  mril  aatabliahment  aboal 
i'60.0<i0  is  required;  for  the  renewal 
of  the  telograph  posts  something  like 
£7.000;  for  public  buildings  and  gaola 
£6,000 ;  for  the  Land  Commission, 
which  has  been  conducted  under  Mr. 
Justice  Shepherd  and  two  Asuistant 
(%>mmissioners,  and  which  I  am  in* 
formed  has  worked  oxceadtngly  well« 
£2.000,  making  in  all  £75.04  0;  but 
from  that  there  is  to  bededuct^^  £  15.000, 
tho  saving  on  tho  original  Ketimate,  thus 
nnluf  ing  the  total  to  £60.000,  tho  sum 
now  asked  for  in  respect  to  liechuana- 
land.  It  must  ba  borne  in  mind,  how* 
ever,  thst  the  military  operations  in 
that  territory,  which  have  now  caaaed* 
would,  if  continuod»  haro  oott  the  eouu* 
try  between  £200,000  and  £300.000 
a*year.  I  beliera  it  will  be  found  that 
in  time  tha  expensea  of  tha  (Vdony, 
even  auppMing  it  remaina  a  Crowa 
Colony,  and  is  not  taken  over  b^  tho 
Uovornment  of  thu  Cape,  will  diminish, 
and  we  have  reascm  to  hope  that  car* 
tain  assets  will  )>e  found  remunera* 
tive.  Then,  with  regard  to  Btolla* 
land.  8tellaland,  aa  tho  Committee 
knows,  is  the  S.>uthem  portion  of  the 
territory  of  Beehuanaland ;  and  the 
IkK>ra,  who  established  a  sort  of  in* 
choata  Government,  therein  incurred 
certain  liabilitii^a  which  our  Uovam* 
ment  took  over,  cansiMing  principally 
of  salaries  of  meml»ors  of  the  Ileatoor, 
a  sort  of  £xt « utive  l^ouncil,  and  **  good 
fors,**  or  promisoa  to  pay,  which  are 
roughly  estimated  at  £8.000.  Rut  while 
il  is  n«Hos»ary  now  to  nut  down  £H,000  in 
rospect  of  Stellaland,  I  am  in  great  hopea 
that  the  greater  part  of  that  saiii  will 
Ih«  repaid  by  m<«ns  of  asaets,  which  we 
have  alM>  taken  oxvt,  including,  among«t 
other  things,  ci*rtain  dobta  due  from  a 
largo  number  of  individuals.  We  hope 
that  in  time  these  asM»ts  will  bring 
in  s«>mething  like  £('>.5oO.  so  that  ulu- 
mately  not  more  than  £1,500  will  have 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Imperial  Kxcheqnar 
for  StollsUnd.  8o much  for  Beihuana- 
land  and  Stellaland.  With  rrgard  to 
the  third  item,  for  tha  Angra  rt<quena 
(\jinmiMion,  the  Committee  knows 
how  that  liability  has  ariaaa.  The  Uer* 
man  Uoveramaat  took  over  a  very  larga 
tract  of  territory  called  I^aaaaraland,  on 
tha  Booth- Wt^  Coast  of  Africa.  We 
ba?a  rataiaad  a  amall  portion  of  thif 
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territoiy,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
consider  the  claims  of  certain  Germans 
and  English  subjects  to  the  land  thus 
dealt  with.  A  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed  by  the  two  Governments  to 
ascertain  how  far  the  claims  were  valid. 
The  expenses  of  the  Commission  have 
been  divided  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, and  we  are  called  upon  to  pay 
the  salary  of  the  British  Commissioner, 
and  the  moiety  of  certain  other  charges, 
amounting  together  to  £1,210.  It  will 
be  seen  that  all  these  items  together 
make  up  the  sum  we  now  ask  for — 
namely,  £69,210. 

Mb.  BADEN-POWELL :  Mr.  Court- 
ney, I  venture  to  call  the  attention  of 
this  Committee  to  the  affairs  of  Bechua- 
naland,  for  the  reason  that  I  have  very 
recently  been  in  Bechuanaland,  and 
been  in  most  parts  of  it.  There  is  one 
other  hon.  Member  of  the  House  who 
has  also  recentlv  been  in  Bechuanaland, 
and  that  is  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  Holdemess  Division  of  the  East 
Biding  of  Yorkshire  (Mr.  Bethell).  If 
I  may  venture  to  do  so,  I  would  congratu- 
late the  Committee  on  the  very  brief 
and  explicit  statement  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan)  has  made.  But  in  spite  of  that 
statement  I  must  ask  for  further  infor- 
mation before  I  can  conscientiously 
agree  to  this  Vote.  I  desire  further 
information,  because,  to  my  mind,  this 
Vote,  though  it  deals  with  Bechuana- 
land, involves  the  whole  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  South  Africa. 
While  I  do  not  on  this  occasion  call  for  a 
declaration  of  their  policy  in  South  Africa, 
I  think  it  is  right  the  Government  should 
give  lis  some  distinct  idea  of  the  gene- 
ral course  they  intend  to  pursue.  The 
question  is  one  that  is  agitating  a  great 
many  interests,  not  only  in  this  country, 
but  in  South  Africa.  I  have  myself  had 
letters  from  Natal  and  Cape  Town 
asking  what  is  to  come  of  the  change  of 
Government  in  England?  The  mer- 
chants there  are  greatly  interested  in 
the^  markets  in  Bechuanaland  ;  and  I 
believe  that  the  traders,  no  less  than  the 
Heads  of  the  Government  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, are  equally  interested  in  the  same 
great  question.  I  wish  for  further  in- 
formation on  two  specific  points.  One 
is  in  relation  to  the  sum  of  £60,000. 
When  the  administration  of  Bechuana- 
land was  plaeed  on  its  preeent  footing, 
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I  believe  the  proposal  of  Sir  Heronles 
Bobinson  was  that  in  the  first  year  the 
Imperial  Bevenue  should  contribute 
£130,000;  in  the  second  year,  £52,000; 
and  in  the  third  year,  £25,000  ;  so  Uiat^ 
in  passing  this  Vote,  the  Committee 
must  remember  that  the  Vote  will  be 
repeated  next  year  and  the  year  after, 
though  to  a  smaller  amount.  Is  this 
£60,000  to  be  considered  as  part  of  that 
scheme  which  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson 
proposed,  and  which,  I  believe.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  adopted  in  prin- 
ciple, if  not  in  all  its  details  ?  Secondly, 
I  desire  to  know  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  determined  that  this 
advance  of  money  to  pay  the  extra  ex- 
penses in  Bechuanaland  is  to  come  under 
any  system  whatever  of  repajrment  ?  In 
accordance  with  the  advice  or  suggestion 
of  Sir  Charles  Warren,  who,  I  believe, 
had  in  view  the  repayment  of  these  extra 
expenses  from  the  resources  of  Bechu- 
analand when  the  country  had  been 
fully  developed  by  the  Imperial  Ad- 
ministration. And,  thirdly,  I  am  desirous 
of  ascertaining  what  are  the  assets  of 
the  late  Government  in  Stellaland  on 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  rely 
to  repay  the  advance  of  £8,000-.  In  the 
next  place,  I  hope  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
will  be  able  to  inform  the  Committee 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
formulated  some  definite  policy.  It 
will  be  within  the  recollection  of  all 
hon.  Members  of  the  Committee  that 
upwards  of  £20,000,000  of  English 
money  has  been  buried  in  South  Mneti 
since  we  took  over  the  country.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  entirely 
responsible  for  the  Expedition  to 
Bechuanaland,  for  the  declaration  of 
the  Protectorate  over  a  great  extent  of 
the  African  interior,  and  also  for  the 
administration  of  that  portion  of  Bechu- 
analand which  is  now  somewhat  in  the 
position  of  a  provisional  Crown  Colony. 
The  cost  of  the  Bechuanaland  annexa- 
tion will  very  elosely  approach  £  1 ,000, 000 
sterling,  and  will  have  to  bo  paid  out  of 
thepockets  of  the  English  taxpayer,  who, 
as  I  have  already  said,  has  already  sunk 
£20,000,000  sterling  in  South  Africa.  I 
do  not  think  this  Committee  is  justified 
in  allowing  any  more  money  to  be  spent 
in  the  country  without  being  assured 
that  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
appropriation  of  the  money  will  declare 
they  do  not  intend  to  sink  this  fresh 
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motley  wtthoot  obUintof  tcwM  good, 
tmo,  and  adoquaU  retain.  Roforriog 
to  tho  Land  CommiMion  in  StolUUad^ 
the  right  boa.  and  lo«ro«d  Odntloman 
(Mr.  Osborne  Morgan^  said  be  under- 
bUmA  tbat  tho  Commiwion  was  working 
very  tatisfaotorilj.  I  am  Terr  glad  to 
bear  tbia,  because,  through  the  neve- 
papcra  and  utbar  e^iurcea,  moat  linittor 
rumours  hare  reaohod  England  about 
this  Land  Commission.  We  have  beard 
tbat  m«»mbars  of  the  Eiocutiro  Council 
in  Stellaland  vera  imprisoned  for  con* 
tempt  of  the  Land  Commission,  and  we 
have  also  baard  tbat  tho  Secrotanr  to  the 
I^and  (^omminsion,  Lieutenant  uaje^  of 
Uie  Kojal  KogiDeers,a  most  oxperionctn], 
c!(*ar- beaded,  and  indept^ndent  man  with 
whom  I  have  worked,  ba^  resigoed  bis 
olHcN*  bt^eausa  be  cannot  approvo  of  the 
dealings  of  the  Commission.  I  hope 
both  these  rumours  are  not  true,  (or 
otherwise  the  fttatement  of  the  right  hon. 
and  laaru<*d  Uentivman  that  the  I^and 
CommisAioQ  is  working  Tory  satisfac* 
tortlj  will  be  diri<tlv  contradicted  bv 
fsrts.  Now.  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
ramemlM«r  that  in  dealing  with  liechu* 
analand  thej  are  dealiog  with  a  ct*ntral 
district  in  South  Africa,  in  which  is  in* 
volred  the  trade,  prosi)oritj,  and  the 
p4«ace,  not  only  of  the  Transraal,  but  of 
S'atal  and  of  the  Cape  Colon  j  ;  tbat  Eng- 
lish man*hants  are  lf>oking  for  new 
markets  nf>tonlj  in  liethuanaland  itself, 
where  it  is  t*^limat4*d  tbat  a  marki<t  in 
Ilritish  manufacturtnl  gixxls  to  the  value 
of  £1.000.000  sterling  mnj  exist;  and 
tbat  liecbuanaland  is  a  high  tableland 
mnniog  up  tba  centre  of  Africa,  forming 
a  bealtbj  trade  route  to  tho  intrnt>r, 
and  as  such  is  a  rival  to  the  German 
and  l^ortuguese  n>utes,  or  even  to  tbat 
grant  antar|>nxa  Europe  is  now  aup- 
porting,  the  formation  of  a  State  up  the 
Congo  Hirer.  Becbuanaland  maj  also 
become-*and  1  hope  itmaj — the  stone  of 
some  of  those  schemes  of  emigration  to 
which  so  man/  in  this  citv  and  in  this 
coontry  are  looking  to  r«*licve  the  re* 
dundancj  of  the  population.  I  there- 
fore maintain  tbat  this  question  is  of 
wid(*r  importance  than  it  appears  at  first 
sight  from  the  smsUnesa  of  the  sum  in- 
TcUred.  Uefiira  I  sit  down  I  maj  ask 
tbe  Committee  to  bear  with  ma  while  I 
point  out  that  Becbuanaland  was  tba 
soeoe  of  tbe  grant  mtJisionaiy  efforts  of 
tbat  great  missionary — I>r.  Livingstone, 
and  that  it  ia  inhabited  bj  Native 
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who,  for  a  long  time,  have  been  nnder 
tbe  oare  of  Engliab  baaanitv.  I  tnial 
tbat  in  all  our  dealinga  with  Becbuana* 
land  we  aball  remember  that  we  have  a 
duty  to  perform  to  theee  Nattvea.  Now, 
Sir,  mmours  have  come  to  England  tbat 
in  several  ways  tbe  interests  of  the  Na* 
tivee  are  not  being  cared  fur  as  they 
ought  to  be ;  I  allude  especiallv  to  tbe 
rumour  that  the  garden  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  loyal  tribe  of  Montsioa  have 
been  appropriated.  I  hope  the  rumoar 
ia  not  true.  I  trust,  alao,  that  it  is  not 
true  tbat  a  eanteen  for  the  sale  of  liquor 
baa  Ix^en  established.  One  of  tbe  most 
distinguishing  features  of  the  Chiefs  in 
Becbuanaland  is  their  great  deaire  that 
the  sale  of  li<|uor  shall  be  prohibited  in 
their  dominions.  We  have  practically 
made  ourselves  responsible  for  these 
great  Native  areaa,  and  I  hope  it  is  not 
true  that  we  have  allowed  the  liquor 
traffio  to  be  <*«tablisbt*<l  upon  them.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  show,  from  tbe 
point  of  view  of  our  fellow-oountirmen 
tn  South  Africa,  from  tbe  point  of  view 
of  merchants  in  England,  and  in  the  tn* 
tert'^t  of  our  duty  to  tbe  Natives  and  to 
civilisation,  that  we  should  be  very  care- 
ful  what  we  do  in  Bee  huanaland  ;  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  watch  care* 
fully  all  expenditure,  not,  indeed,  to  cur* 
tail  its  amount,  but  to  see  it  is  applied 
in  the  interests  of  justice  and  progreaa. 

Ma.  OSBOUNE  MORU.VN:  I  have 
listened  with  considerable  intereat  to 
the  able  and  interestinff  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Kirkdale  Lhvi- 
si«m  of  Liver|Mx>l  (Mr.  Baden* Powell  , 
who  is  probably  better  acquainted  with  the 
Becbuanaland  Queetion  than  anv  other 
l>erson  in  1-IngIand.  and  I  will  endeavour 
to  replv  to  him.  I  do  not  think  tbat  a 
Vote  of  thia  kind  afforda  a  convenient 
opportunity  for  the  disooseion  of  the 
whole  policy  of  the  liovemment  in  re* 
gard  to  Becbuanaland ;  but  I  will  en* 
deavtmr  to  answer  the  c|ueetiotta  which 
have  been  pnt  aa  well  as  I  can.  With 
regard  to  tbe  liquor  traffic,  I  explained, 
in  an  answer  which  I  gave  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  ,Sir 
It4*bert  Fowler  ^  the  other  day,  that  andi*r 
the  regulationa  for  the  government  of 
Becbuanaland  the  salo  of  spiriu  and 
w  ines  to  N  at i  vee  is  strictly  piobi  Ih ted,  and 
I  believe  that  in  i  unction  la  being  acied 
upon.  In  regaru  to  the  land  of  the  Na* 
tivsa,  I  mentioned  also,  on  another  oota* 
sion,  that  the  inatructiona  which  werv 
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given  by  Sir  Hercules  Eobinson  to  Mr. 
Bhippard,  the  Chief  of  the  Land  Commie- 
Bioni  were  specially  directed  to  make  pro- 
vision for  guarding  the  land  of  the  Na- 
tives. With  reference  to  this  sum  of 
£60,000  that  we  now  ask  for  in  regard 
to  Bechuanaland,  the  hon.  Member 
asked  whether  it  was  part  of  the  scheme 
proposed  by  Sir  Hercules  Robinson, 
and  I  would  refer  him  to  page  44  of  the 
Blue  Book,  containing  *'  Further  Cor- 
respondence," published  in  August  last. 
In  a  full  and  exhaustive  despatch  which 
will  be  found  there,  Sir  Hercules  Robin- 
son stated  exactly  what  the  probable  cost 
of  the  occupation  of  the  country  would  be. 
Of  course,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter, 
and  necessarily  a  speculative  one,  to 
ascertain  the  assets  of  a  country  like 
this.  But  Sir  Hercules  Robinson  anti- 
cipates that  by  the  end  of  the  third  or 
the  fourth  year  the  Expenditure  will  be 
greatly  reduced  and  the  Revenue  in- 
creased ;  and  we  are  in  hopes  that  by 
that  time  we  may  get  such  an  income 
as  will  render  this  Vote  unnecessary. 
We  hope,  also,  that  some  part  of  the 
advance  to  Stellaland  will  be  recovered. 
The  hon.  Member  put  one  or  two  ques- 
tions with  regard  to  the  imprisonment 
of  members  ox  the  Native  tribes.  Well, 
I  believe  the  facts  are  these — that  there 
had  been  some  disturbances,  and  Mr. 
Shippard  has  acted,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  with  the  greatest  possible  justice 
and  firmness ;  and  I  do  not  apprehend 
that  the  disturbances  will  culminate  in 
anything  serious.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  is  rather  too  much  to  call  for  a 
statement  of  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter,  seeing 
they  have  been  in  Office  only  a  fort- 
night, and  have  only  just  had  time  to 
look  around  them.  But  I  can  say  this 
generally — ^that  we  shall  endeavour  to 
maintain  that  continuity  of  policy  be- 
tween ourselves  and  our  Prodecessors 
which  is  so  necessaiv  in  Colonial  mat- 
ters. In  a  word,  we  nave  got  this  coun- 
try, and  we  must  make  the  best  of  it, 
and  I  think  that  we  are  making  the 
best  of  it.  No  doubt,  the  sum  asked 
for  is  a  large  one ;  but,  looking  at  the 
prospective  advantages  and  the  difficul- 
ties we  were  in,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
regarded  as  excessive.  Meantime,  the 
Government  will  endeavour,  as  far  as 
thev  can,  to  reduce  the  expenditure, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  conduct  the 
government  of  the  country  in  such  a 
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way  as  to  protect  the  Natives,  and  also, 
as  far  as  we  can,  to  promote  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  whole  population. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  I  quite  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man that  this  is  a  very  inconvenient 
occasion  for  the  discussion  of  the  affairs 
of  South  Africa;  but,  unfortunately,  it 
is  very  likely  that  it  will  be  the  only 
occasion  this  Session.  For  several  years 
past  this  subject  has  been  discussed  on 
the  Supplementary  Estimates,  because 
they  afford  the  opportunity  for  at  least 
a  conversation ;  but  the  main  Yote  for 
South  Africa,  on  which  this  discussion 
ought  to  have  been  raised,  is  usually 
taken  at  the  end  of  July  or  the  begin- 
ning of  August,  when  all  the  Members 
have  gone  out  of  town.  Therefore,  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool 
(Mr.  Baden-Powell)  was  quite  justified 
in  taking  advantage  of  this  occasion  to 
state  his  views  upon  the  subject.  The 
discussion  is  made  more  inconvenient 
than  it  need  have  been,  because  the 
Committee  are  not  in  possession  of  re- 
cent Papers  which  were  laid  on  the  Table 
by  the  late  Government,  and  which 
might  have  been  distributed  if  a  little 
expedition  had  been  used  in  the  printing 
office.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman appears  to  have  perused  certain 
regulations  for  the  government  of  this 
now  Crown  Colony,  and  I  think  that 
they  might  have  been  laid  before  the 
Committee.  In  regard  to  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  I  do  hope  that  the 
Government  will  be  very  careful.  I  am 
not  very  much  re- assured  by  the  deaerip* 
tion  of  the  regulations  which  the  rignt 
hon.  and  learned  Member  has  just  given. 
I  understand  that  the  regulations  admit 
of  the  free  importation  of  intozioating 
liquors,  and  only  prohibit  the  sale  of 
them  to  the  Natives — ^they  are  only  to 
be  sold  to  White  people.  Everybody 
knows,  however,  how  that  regulation 
can  be  evaded.  If  you  once  let  the 
liquors  in,  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  a 
law  to  keep  them  away  from  the  Natives, 
if  the  sale  of  them  to  the  White  man  is 
permitted.  In  former  days  there  was  a 
law  of  that  kind  in  New  Zealand  ;  and 
how  was  it  evaded  ?  When  a  Native 
wanted  to  get  drunk  he  sent  a  low 
White  man,  who  bought  the  liquor  lor 
him,  and  then  got  dronk  upon  it.  It 
was  not  sold  by  ue  publicans  to  the  Na« 
tive,  but  reached  him  through  the 
White  man ;  and  to  the  law  waa  evaded. 
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It  would  Ih)  u^if  m  to  prtNi4  Iho  Govrm-  ' 
iij'ut  for  a  •tatoment  of  |>  iHcj  ;  for  hiTo 
wi«  are  in  tho  middle  of  an  important 
dt'bato,  and,  rui  u^ual,  tht^ro  i«  no  (^ahi- 
not  Minifttf*rprf*^<'nt.     I  hare  noiic<Ml  thn 
»amo  thin^  oofons  during  the  lavt  (>•>• 
T««rnm*»nt  but  one.     WhoneTor  import- 1 
ant  i|uo«tions  canmon  during  the  diun«T  > 
hour  no  (^abinot  Uint«t*«rirae  prcM*nt  to  | 
give   information  and  ipiidanre  to   the  | 
Iloueo.     I  nhouhl  like  to  tnake  ono  ob-  i 


M^rrmtion  with  n^gard  to   Ihoir  pdi<y, 
and  that  i^  that  thio  cannot  ho  a  matter  j 
which  in  (|uito  now  to  tUom.  Thi»  forma-  ■ 
lion  of  a  Crown  C\ilonT  wa^  tho  polity  ! 
of  the  former  Liberal  (}«>vorDnient,  and  > 
wa4  bogun  in  tho  early  part  of  Ins/f,  | 
and   wa4  carn«*d  to  a  nu*-*  o^^^ful  ir««tiit  | 
b«*rore   tho  I'i'it  (ti>vornnu*nt  caoio  into 
OUico,  who  only  carriMi  out  tho  p<iiiry 
of  their  PrfH]e«t*M4>rs.     The  pr*»M»nt  (}<>• 
remment   maintain    the    ct>ntinuitv   of 
S>uth  Afrir^n  policy  ;  and  therefore  it  in 
Dot  eo  unri'a«»nable  ti>  a^k  for  a  dr  la- 
ration  of  thrir  intentions.     Then*  tn  erne 
fa<-t,  howerer,  which  i<«  without  d«>ubt, 
and  to  whi<  h  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mi*ni- 
l>er   for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Ihiden-Powt'U 
beari   t<»«tintmy,  aU)i>iigh    it  does  not 
r(H|uireeTen  a  kuoiilo.!;;oof  the  internal 
affairs  of  llvohuaniiliind  to  appreeiiiti<  it ; 
and  that  i»  that  nothing  can  be  luntx* 
im(>ortaut  to  the  country  than  that  th^re 
•h>ull  \h*  con6d«'nce  in  the  fixity  of  the 
p«»ltry  of  tho  Government.     If  tlie  (lo- 
Temm«'Ut  i^  g'ling  to  ^^^t  tir<*l  of  th«  r 
ex|H«rimei<t  in  »iz  ntnntlo' time,  niflaban-  j 
Oi>n  the  iMuntry  again  to  ananliy,  |iri>|»1e 

r  lutd    n<>t    b«»   eX|'4A.ted    t  >    f^vtt!**    there. 

Nothing  c^an  portend  mtito  to  the  Mti^ 
far*ury  ft«*ttlen.i'nt  of  all  the  d.:!l«  ilti4'<« 
of  the  plur**  than  a  dtnlarotion  that  the 
(ioreram«*Dt  mean  to  <ay  th*re.  If 
•ut  h  a  |)*>Hcy  in  belit  \«*4l  in  by  tho  p4Hipl(» 
of  the  Cape  C  •!  >ny,  t»y  the  iohabitantB  j 
of  IkHhuanalnnd,  and  bv  the  U'»«r»  of 
the  TraatTaal,  the  <  ^ntiiluix*  nhuh  it 
will  gi^e  «iU  ti«nd  n.ore  titan  nnytliir.^ 
('l«e  to  totre  our  diill'  tihi«*ii.  Hitherto 
the  great  dilUtultr  ba^  b«'<*n  that  no  tme 
belierrd  that  we  hid  any  fiiity  of  p'lr- 
|M>««« — a  poliry  ha4  bef.n  I  *  ^un  one  )i-.ir 
and  di»continut  d  the  next ;  but  if  thetio- 
Trnim«*nt  will  only  make  up  their  mii.tU 
to  one  continuous  piliey  oir  dithtultiet 
in  South  Afrp  a  will  rapidi v  di*apjM>Ar. 

8ia  OKuKUi:  lAiimr.LL:  The 
l*nd«r  Secretary  of  >tat«»  f»r  the  <'ilo- 
nioa  (Mr.  Otbome  Morgan)  has  l>«en 
only  a  fortnight  in  Office ;  but  he  repre- 1 


•ent^  the  (ii>vemn)**nt  which  m  nt  tho 
£xpe<]iti(»n  to  iWhuanaland.  and  it  ia 
mu(  h  to  bo  regrett«*d  that  he  i«  not  now 
in  a  portion  to  gire  any  indication  of  a 
]it)li<  y.  It  may  )>e  right  or  wmng  to 
4 "tt-iblinh  a  I)riti*ih  Htminion  tn  South 
Africa ;  but  we  should  have  Home  fix«Ml 
poli<%  and  m-t  go  on  drifting  am 
wo  have  done  from  day  to  day,  with 
nothing  but  a  p«>li(y  of  the  expo- 
dieney  of  the  moment.  For  mynolf, 
I  have  alwava  inclined  to  maintain 
our  dominion  in  South  Africa ;  for  I 
heartily  agree  in— and  I  have  often  ex* 
prcHHi  li  tho  Mme  view  —  the  opinion 
I  wa4  delighted  to  hear  from  tho 
noble  liird  the  Member  for  Marylel>one 
;  L>rd  Charles  Ibresford  ,  that  in  time  of 
diliirultic*^  and  trouble  our  true  route  to 
India  i^  not  by  Fg>pt,  but  by  way  of 
the  (^ape  of  (lood  11o|h».  Then-fore.  I 
should  have  b<»en  Tery  glad  if  the  ih^^ 
vernnient  could  have  eeen  their  way  to 
May  what  are  their  intentions  in  S  lUth 
Afrira.  I  want  t'>  learn  why  we  have 
e%tablt*>hed  thia  parti <  nlar  Dominion  in 
South  Afriea,  and  to  know  what  wo 
really  intend  there?  Ia  it  for  oumelvc% 
<»r  in  it  for  the  Nati\f  •».  or  in  it  to  make 
it  over  to  the  (^ajh*  (\>lony?  It  haa 
alreadyc-oiitua£lj  oo.onoor'f  l/.'iO,000, 
and  I  naturally  want  to  know  what  we 
are  to  get  for  our  money  ?  One  thing  I 
do  prct*  Ht  against,  and  that  i«t  the  prnc- 
ti<e  whiih  has  been  t<»o  f.ften  foUoWi  d 
of  allowing  the  (^apo  (^dt>ny  to  take 
what  fkuitA  th«m,  and  ca«t  uivm  u«  ti*rri- 
tory  that  in  un|»ro!rable,  ili«agn*eabb*, 
or  diflicult  to  be  mnnigi^d.  We  know 
that  a  main  ju»tifua!ioo  for  thfa  annexa- 
t.on  ia  the  •«>-caUe<i  trade  route  to  thi* 
intoriiir  of  Africa.  I  hav«*  b«^n  pretty 
increduloua  about  that  for  aome  time; 
but  thin  i%  certain— that  if  there  ia  any- 
thing in  it  at  all,  it  ia  for  the  bvn<  (it  of 
the  Cape  Ccdooy.  Aa  I  nnderatand, 
wo  are  in  thia  p'>»ition,  we  are  to  i>ay 
the  expenN» — to  nay  tl.o  piper — wlulo 
tho  Ca|)e  Colony  u  to  levy  the  Cu%toma 
on  thia  trade  for  their  own  lM*nefit. 
While  I  have  alaaya  ratb<'r  favoured  a 
Ilriti»h  (*ro«n  1^  locy  in  Nat  tie  terri- 
t'TV  in  S  »uth  Afriia.  I  never  could 
un«br»tand  why  we»b*uld  n<g!<it  Zulu* 
Innd,  and  try  t  >  get  rid  uf  the  great 
Native  territory  in  Natal  which,  aith 
tho  Tran«ikei,  would  have  made  a 
gr«^t  and  !>«?  t  Acial  (*rown  (*olony 
within  rrach  of  the  ai^a,  and  why  we 
ahould  go  hunting  ia  the  ijiterior  of 
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Africa  tor  this  Dominion  of  Bechuana- 
land,  where  we  are  cut  off  from  the  sea 
by  the  Capo  Colony,  and  are  at  their 
mercy  both  financially  and  politically. 
If  there  are  reasons  for  taking  Bechu- 
analand,  let  us,  at  least,  haye  a  set- 
tled plan.  Let  us  look  the  matter  in 
the  face,  and  realize  our  responsibilities, 
not  only  for  this  groat  territory,  not 
even  for  the  existing  Protectorate,  but 
also  for  our  relations  with  the  great  ter- 
ritories beyond,  which  are  inextricably 
connected  with  Becbunaland.  Then,  if 
we  are  to  take  this  territory,  we  must 
make  up  our  minds  really  to  protect  the 
Natives,  and  not,  as  has  so  often  been 
the  case,  to  take  territory  on  the  pretext 
of  protecting  the  Natives,  and  then 
make  them  over  to  anyone  who  will 
take  it.  In  that  connection  I  would 
especially  advert  to  the  liquor  traffic. 
I  quite  agree  that  it  is  a  farce  to  pro- 
hibit the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
to  the  Natives,  if  we  still  recognize  the 
inalienable  right  of  the  White  man  and 
Christian  to  get  drunk.  If  we  would 
really  protect  the  Native,  we  must  screw 
up  our  courage  for  once  to  the  sticking 
point  of  the  prohibition  which  the 
N'atives  themselves  desire.  It  is  a  miser- 
able cowardice  of  successive  Qovem- 
ments  not  to  do  so.  In  conclusion,  I 
must  express  the  belief  that  wherever 
we  establish  a  great  British  Dominion 
in  a  territory  thickly  populated  by 
Natives  in  South  Africa  we  must  do  so 
on  what  I  may  call  Indian  principles — 
giving  complete  protection  to  the  Na- 
tives, and  only  justice— not  dominion — 
to  the  Whites. 

Sib  EOBEET  FOWLEB  :  I  am  sure 
that  I  shall  express  the  sentiments  of 
every  Member  on  each  side  of  the  House 
who  was  a  Member  of  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, when  I  say  that  I  deeply  regret 
the  absence  of  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster)  on  such  an  occasion  as  this. 
Every  hon.  Member  who  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  taking  part  in  debates  upon 
South  African  matters  in  this  House 
knows  the  eloquent  address  and  know- 
ledge which  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
oontributod  to  these  debates.  My  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  late  Solicitor 
General  (Sir  John  Qorst)  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  the  Vront  Bench  opposite  is  not 
occupied  by  c^y  Cabinet  Minister ;  but 
I  may  say  th^t  when  my  riffht  hon. 
Friend  the  Metftber  for  Bradford  was 

Sir  Oiorge  CmpheU 


in  this  House,  and  it  was  known  that  he 
intended  to  speak  upon  South  African 
matters,  both  Front  Benches  used  to  be 
well  filled  by  those  prepared  to  take  part 
in  the  debate.  For  my  own  part,  I 
think  that  with  every  word  which  has 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirk- 
caldy (Sir  George  Campbell),  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  gather,  I  am  able  to 
concur.  I  quite  concur  with  him  as  to 
the  great  importance  of  our  South 
African  Colonies  to  this  Empire.  We 
must  all  see  the  importance  and  neces- 
sity of  doing  all  in  our  power  to  bind 
together  by  every  tie  the  different  parts 
of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions.  The  hon. 
Member  has  alluded  to  the  question  of 
the  liquor  traffic  in  Bechuanaland ;  and 
that  is  a  question  which  applies  also  to 
other  parts  of  our  South  African  Posses- 
sions, and  particularly  to  the  district  in 
regard  to  which  we  have  had  Papers 
laid  upon  the  Table.  I  think  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr. 
Baden  -  Powell)  was  right  in  calling 
attention  to  this  matter;  and  he  certainly 
speaks  with  an  experience  which  is  un- 
equalled by  that  of  any  other  Member  in 
this  House.  We  must  all  feel  that  when 
drink  is  a  curse  to  Europeans  it  must 
be  a  still  greater  curse  to  tnese  Natives. 
I  do  hope  that  as  regards  the  Cape 
Colonies  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  use  their  influence  with  the  Capo 
Legislature  to  put  a  stop  to  drunken- 
ness, and  that  they  will  put  their  foot 
down  in  the  matter  in  regard  to  all  our 
Crown  Colonies.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
an  impression  became  prevalent  among 
the  Natives  in  many  parts  that  every- 
thing was  not  done  to  promote  their  well- 
being.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
resignation  of  Lieutenant  Hayes.  Of 
course,  my  information  is  not  official 
information ;  but  it  is  this — that  Lieu- 
tenant Hayes  resigned  his  appointment 
because  he  considered  that  the  Natives 
were  unjustly  treated,  and  because  he 
would  not  see  their  garden  plots  taken 
away  from  them.  That  is  the  in- 
formation that  has  come  to  me;  but 
I  hope  that  when  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Os- 
borne Morgan)  receives  his  official 
news  he  will  be  able  to  say  that 
what  I  have  stated  is  not  correct 
I  think  that  Mr.  Shippard  is  a  most 
admirable  public  servant;  bat  if  my 
information  is  correct,  it  is  a  matter 
which  deserves  the  very  careful  inquiry 
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f»f  Enrl  (tniQTillo.  We  na«t  U^A  that '  nx^uX  of  tho  Nftti%r«.  I  with  aliiotoadd 
it  i%  important  that  tho^i't  who  |^>  t«>  thi«  |  a  few  wonN  with  rof^rd  to  the  trade 
co'intrjr  inu«t  go  thore  with  a  full  d«*«irp  r^mtA  whirh  ha^  hetm  alludod  to.  I>euht- 
to  d«>  justict*  to  all  cUmmhi  of  the  |><i{>u-  Iinm,  it  would  havo  be«»n  mot*  f»ati»f artorr 
lation  ;  and  I  deeply  doplore  that  a  •  liud  thi<«U<H*n  <'nttrely  undorour<^>ntrr»f, 
grntloman  who  is  anxioue  to  do  juntici*    inttoad  of  undor  the  oontrol  of  the  (*apo 


to  the  Nativoii,  wh<>ther  for  tho  reaAona 
I  hire  mentiono^l  or  fur  any  tith«»r 
reaMin.  Imh  thought  it  his  duty  to  ri'^ign 
his  position  in  tho  c«>uutry.  I  will  not 
drtsin  tho  (^ommitteo ;  but  I  shall  ho 
glad  to  r«':^<Mve  s<imo  satisfactory  iofor* 
nation  on  theJM%  tioints. 

Mr  M  AUTIirU:  Sir,  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  detain  the  ( 'aitttuitt«»o  many 
minutes,  because  much  that  I  frit  dis- 
posed to  say  has  been  already  siiid  by 
lion.  Members  in  the  o  >urs<*  of  tho  dis- 
cussion, especially  with  regard  to  con- 
tinuity in  our  South  African  poiicy.  I 
lN*lii»re  that  fmni  the  time  of  the  r  im* 
niencf  iu**ut  of  the  Zulu  War — which  I 
b<«lieve  to  have  been  one  of  the  most 
uuju«ti6ablo  wars  this  country  oTor  un- 
d«*rt4M>k — tlio  policy  wa  have  pursuiMl 
with  r«*giird  to  South  Afrira  has  biM^n 
injurious  to  the  Nativos  of  that  ct»untry. 
In  tLi«  r(*spo<*t  1  t>t*li««ve  that  b>tli 
l*arti«<i  have  lH'«*n  to  blami*,  and  that 
had  a  dilfereat  p>li<*y  bc<*n  f«>)Ioir4*<l 
much  of  the  4'KiM*nM>  nhii-h  has  Im>«>u  in- 
currrd  might  nave  boen  avoid^'d.  I 
think,  th<*ref«)re,  with  ri^gard  to  the 
future,  that  two  or  three  point<«  should 
1h»  k*>pt  in  >iow.  In  the  firtt  pUi-o,  1 
hor>o  that  Ilechu^inslaud  will  n^nrtin  for 
a  long  timo  to  ctimo  and«>r  ih**  dtri<*t 
authority  of  the  <Vo«n,  as  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  any  chango  would  bo  (••rtoin 
to  unM»ttIo  the  minds  <if  tho  Nativr^, 
and  mako  th**m  distrustful  of  thv  inton- 
ti>»ns  of  thoir  White  niMghh  >urs.  And, 
>ir,  1  would  point  out  that  thii  r  )ur«eis 
rvnd^n'l  n«*rv%sary  on  the  ground  of 
giMid  faith,  bvrau«<«  tho  cea«ion  of  their 
ctiuutry  by  the  Nativ«-4  wa«  niado,not  to 
thi»  <  a|>e  <\>|ony,  but  to  the  Uu4»on.  I 
say  it  t*  imp><«Mhl«  that  th<*  Nati%*'4  of 
lU-<huanaIand,  or  th«*ir  friondu  in  thi<« 
ciHintrv,  can  have  faith  in  the  Admini»tra- 
tton  of  th«»  <  *spe  ( VIony,  which  ha«  liittdy 


Govemm««nt ;  but  wo  must  bear  in  mind 
that  tlio  (^upe  is  a  British  r^donv ;  that 
«<*  M<Qd  largA  <|uantiti«Hi  of  llritish  gooda 
thore ;  and  that  wo  derive  great  advan* 
tngo  from  that  routo.  I  foar  that  many 
f>onM>ns  in  this  muntry  have  but  a  small 
ides  of  tho  extent  and  value  of  our  trade 
with  tho  Cape  and  S4Mith  Africa.  I  once 
h«*ard  that  venerable  misaionary,  I>r. 
M«)ffat,  stato,  at  a  public  meeting,  that 
when  ho  first  went  to  Ite«*huao aland 
thero  was  not  £10  worth  of  Hntish 
gtxMls  sold  in  the  (  olony ;  but  that  be* 
ftiro  ho  left  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
fxiunds*  worth  were  Sfdd.  I  regret  to 
Mv  that  much  of  the  ctvilixing  and 
( *hristianixing  g«K>d  that  was  accom* 
pli»h(Ml  in  the  country  haa  been  injured 
or  d«**tniyed  by  the  vacillating  policy 
which  wo  have  pursu«*d  ;  and  I  sincerely 
hopo  that  we  shall  now  carry  out  a  con* 
»i»tont  iMdi<y  with  rogard  to  it.  I  am 
k(ljid  to  boar  what  hsi  lHN>a  said  on  tho 
nuhjfH-t  of  reatri<ting  tho  sale  of  in* 
toiirating  liquor*,  although  I  agree 
\riili  thn  ht>n.  liaronct  tho  MemlH»r  for 
tho  City  of  I/indon  Sir  Kobf'rt  Fowler) 
that  more  ahould  be  dono  in  that  direc* 
tion.  I  have  hoartl.  on  gonl  autliority, 
of  tho  injurious  offirts  of  drinking  cm 
many  (»f  thi*  Native  Oiirfs,  and  that  it 
rondorod  them  (|uite  unfit  U>  di«chargo 
tht^ir  duties.  I  also  share  in  the  rrgrei 
which  has  beon  eiproMed  that  we  have 
not  o«tablished  a  Protoi  titrate  over  Zulu- 
land.  We  have  wagod  a  mo«t  nnjust 
and  iniquitous  war  with  the  Zulns;  wo 
have  disarmod  them,  broken  up  thoir 
country,  and  loft  tliom  helpless.  I  will 
not,  however,  dwell  longfr  on  that 
qucsti«>n,  as  it  would  l»o  out  of  Order  to 
•lo  so  ;  but  I  again  oxpress  a  hope  that 
wo  shall  adopt  and  adhero  to  a  d<vid«Hi 
p«>)i<  V  with  r>v*Ttl  to  84>uth  Africa. 
Mr.    IJkllul^MIKUE:    Sir.     every 
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forced  a  considerable  numl>or  of  indus-  .  spoaker  in  tho  diM  avion  up<m  the  \i 
trioos  Native  cultivators  out<'f  the  (iroy  ;  has  con  grata  la  I  t*d  tho  <}ovi*mmont  upcm 
ttlen  diUrict,  in  whii  h  they  had  for  years  ,  this  Und-grabbing  in  South. Vfrica.  Now. 
been  |»«>arefully  settled,  and  al»<i  li<  ••nM<d  ]  am  sorry  to  disturb  this  happy  fanuly ; 
the  sale  of  liquors,  in  spite  of  earnest  but  I  hold  ao  strong  a  view  up«»n  this 
reroonstran<«-4  to  the  otntrni^'.  1  say  system  we  pursue  in  S*»ulh  Africa  that 
that  wo  cannti:  trust  the  Ii<M'rs.  aftor  1  fthall  mote  that  the  Vote  Im»  rrJuce<l 
their  treatment  of  Massiiwa  and  the  in-  .  by  tbe  sum  of  £'  n.<iO0.  We  k»egaa  this 
homanity  they  have  shown  in  the  treat- !  evening  with  a  discoeeion  about  theeoa* 
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tinnityof  our  policy.  Well,  Sir,  what 
has  been  our  policy  and  the  continuity 
of  our  policy  in  South  Africa  ?  Why, 
everyone  knows  that,  under  one  pre- 
text or  another,  the  Minifiters  of  the  day 
haye  always  come  into  this  House  ask- 
ing us  to  pay  for  some  absurd  war  or 
for  some  ridiculous  annexation.  At  one 
moment  we  are  fighting  for  a  country ; 
at  another  moment  we  are  fighting 
against  it.  At  one  moment  we  annex  a 
country;  and  at  another,  feeling  that  we 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  ourselves  for 
fighting,  give  back  the  country  alto- 
gether. In  all  probability,  when  we 
have  spent  large  sums  of  money  on 
Bechuanaland  and  Stellaland,  we  shall 
give  them  back,  too.  But  what  have 
been  alleged  as  the  reasons  that  this 
annexation  should  be  made  ?  We  are 
told  about  the  advantages  of  trade. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  (Mr. 
M 'Arthur)  said  that  a  respectable  mis> 
sionary  had  stated  that  at  the  time  when 
he  first  went  out  to  the  country  there 
was  not  £10  worth  of  British  goods  sent 
there,  but  that  now  there  are  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  pounds'  worth  imported. 
I  asked  the  hon.  Member  how  much, 
but  he  did  not  say  how  much ;  and  my 
own  belief  is  that  the  maximum  value 
of  British  goods  sent  to  Bechuanaland 
and  Stellaland  is  no  more  than  £2,000. 
1  pity  the  unfortunate  Natives,  if  out  of 
such  a  trade  as  that  the  merchants  are 
to  make  this  £69,210  which  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  pay.  Why,  Sir,  all  those 
transactions  in  South  Africa  are  a  clear 
and  absolute  loss  to  us.  We  have  already 
lost  £1,000,000  in  sending  troops  there  ; 
and  now  we  are  actually  called  on  to  pay 
£68,000  for  administration  besides;  and 
the  right  hon.  and  learned Oentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
says  that  he  sincerely  hopes  that  it  willnot 
be  60  much  next  year,  although  our  ex- 
perience makes  us  believe  that  it  will 
probably  be  a  great  deal  more.  But, 
8ir,  other  reasons  have  been  assigned 
for  this  annexation.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  London  (Sir 
Bobcrt  Fowler),  I  thiok.  said  that  we 
had  the  greatest  interest  in  the  country, 
as  being  on  the  route  to  India.  Why, 
Sir,  how  far  is  Bechuanaland  from  Cape 
Town  ?  About  800  miles.  We  might 
as  well  talk  of  retaining  Gibraltar  by 
taking  a  town  in  the  middle  of  France. 
Then  it  is  said  that  by  annexing  it  we 
are  opening  up  the  route  into  the  in- 
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tenor  of  the  country.  Where  is  the 
route  to  go  when  it  is  opened?  Into 
the  bush,  I  suppose.  And  who  will  go 
by  that  route  ?  I  will  tell  the  Commit- 
tee. First,  the  missionary  will  go— by 
all  means  let  him  go— but  who  will 
follow?  Why,  an  English  Army  will 
go  by  that  route  to  protect  the  mis- 
sionary; and  this,  Sir,  is  what  you 
always  have  with  these  missionaries, 
meddling  and  muddling  wherever  they 
can,  instead  of  preaching  the  missioa 
of  peace.  We  are  told  that  one  of  the 
reasons  why  we  should  go  there  is  bc« 
cause  we  ought  to  prevent  these  people 
from  getting  drunk.  As  I  understand 
from  this  debate,  there  was  very  little 
drinking  among  the  Natives  before  we 
went  there ;  but  since  that  time  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Chiefs  have  got  so  drunk 
that  they  cannot  attend  to  their  affairs, 
and,  no  doubt,  the  rest  of  the  people 
profited  by  their  example.  We  are  told 
that  we  ought  to  make  an  effort  to  sur- 
round the  country  with  a  cordon  of 
troops  to  keep  out  liquor.  Do  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen know  that  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  liquor  sold  in  this  country  ? 
Are  hon.  Gentlemen  aware  that  in  this 
Metropolis  almost  every  tenth  house  is 
a  public-house  ?  If  we  are  to  look  after 
people  who  get  drunk,  I  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  going  to  the  middle  of 
Africa  for  the  purpose,  until,  at  any 
rate,  we  have  endeavoured  to  put  a  stop 
to  drunkenness  here.  How  is  tho  Be- 
venue  of  this  country  largely  raised  but 
by  the  Government  encouraging  drink- 
ing and  taxing  drink  ?  Sir,  I  think  of 
all  absurdities  the  philanthropic  argu- 
ment which  has  been  raised  by  Gentle- 
men who  have  a  little  trade  with  the 
Cape  is  the  most  ridiculous  of  any  that 
can  be  urged  in  favour  of  this  annexa- 
tion. We  took  the  Transvaal,  and  we 
gave  it  back  to  the  Boers.  Well,  this 
Bechuanaland  is  a  Province  of  the 
Transvaal.  [**  No.  no ! "]  I  say  it  is. 
This  is  denied,  I  know ;  but  it  is  re- 
garded in  South  Africa  as  a  Province  of 
the  Transvaal.  P* No,  no!"]  Hon. 
Gentlemen  say  <*  No."  Well,  it  shall  nf*t 
be  a  Province  of  the  Transvaal.  After 
we  had  given  back  the  Transvaal,  a 
number  of  European  squatters,  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Cape  Mounted  Rifle- 
men, and  a  number  of  deserters,  went 
there  and  begun  quarrelling  and  fight- 
ing; immediately  we  must  interfere, 
and  we  went  there.    Why,  I  aak,  did 
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w  go  (km  f  Wm  it  for  Iko  tqiaattors ; 
WM  it  to  prevent  the  NatiTe*  grttiog 
drunk  ;  was  it  tor  ibo  n>ut«  into  tho 
interior,  or  for  tho  pumi^  of  main- 
t  lining  our  •ra  routo  to  India  f  I^et  at 
have  ono  good  ralid  roa«on,  in«*trad  of 
all  thoM  hopt»s  and  rpjoiiin^^  that  coino 
fn>:n  Hon.  Uontlomon,  and  which  amount 
to  nothing.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
Mttry  that  I  ort«r  Totod  ono  niugla  idiil« 
hng  to  bo  anont  in  S<iutb  Afrirn.  Wv 
have  be<*n  told  by  tho  hon.  Barunot  the 
MeotU'r  for  tht*  <*itjr  of  I^ondon  ySir 
Hibert  Fowler)  that  wo  should  draw 
tioM»r  the  bond«  whirh  unito  us  with 
ff»ur  Coloui(>t.  But  how  ?  Bv  <^tabii»h- 
ing  a  new  Colony  in  <tppoMtion  to  the 
(\>lony  efital>lii»h(*d  at  tiie  Cape?  IK)oa 
anyone  imagine  that  by  »urh  a  courM« 
wo  ahall  draw  tho  (^apo  ('tdony  n<»arer 
to  uef  If  the  CofN*  CoKmj  waate  to 
annex  Brchuanaland,  let  them  do  eo  b) 
all  means  ;  but  why  we  are  called  up«m 
year  aftrr  year  to  pay  for  this  abeurd, 
idlt%  and  I  must  say  wicked  annexation, 
I  cannot  understand. 

Motion  made,  and  Qu<*fttion  propofietl, 

•♦  Thmi  ft  **upl  *rn**  otArjr  •  in.,  r.iit  ri<  '^linir 
£1.1 1 »  U  irr^iit^l  l»^  llipf  Mi**'*tr.  U*  d<fr«> 
t).«  <  *  %r^M  «bi  h  miW  c<  m<'  in  <•  urw*  of  |*%y- 
ni<  nl  4  .iif<i;  ih«  ;c  »r  vn  .luj^  i  o  Iht*  JUt  4»y 
i(  )4ftr\)i  l'^*«4,  ('T  i«rtt'u  <  r.«rjr'«  cinnr«ii-| 
m\ih  th*  '>r»i.c*-  I.  nr  Irnit-n,  th«»  'lMn«> 
«  t«!.  /'li'iUntl.  H««  i.MintUntl,  tKf>  I  ■land  of  St 
ll^Ufi*.  ftn«i  tK«*  II. cK  *  ••innaMi'»a«T  tor  S«iuth 
Afn««  "—   Mt    Lm,   f  -4/rr 

Ma.  (iILF:.^:  8ir.  the  riev  of  tho 
h  ID.  kleuib«*r  for  Northampton  'Mr. 
l^li«m(heru  .  who  a^Aense*  the  ralue  of 
our  trale  with  the  Colony  at  something 
l<ke  £2AHHK  savoum  to  mo  very  mu<*h 
of  the  do<*trine,  **  Perish  India,  parish 
our  (olooies.*'  Being  indirectly  con* 
nect«»d  with  Siuth  Africa,  I  am  in  a 
|N»sition  t'>  state  that  the  trade  df>ne 
with  the  (%>lony  is  of  irom««nse  value  to 
ns.  When  hon.  Members  ttlk  of  the 
route  to  India  l>eiog  thn»ugh  Be<'huana- 
land,  that,  of  couree,  is  beeide  t^e  qu«*s- 
tiott  ;  but  the  trade  ronto  into  the  in* 
t«*ffior  is  through  Beebuanaland,  and 
eii»eneoro  has  shown  that  the  farther 
w<*  gel  into  the  interior  of  8ooth  Africa 
the  better  is  the  countnr ;  and  if  we 
giro  up  that  route,  we  shall,  in  my 
opinion,  sacrtBoe  one  of  the  gn*atest 
adrantagee  of  tha  covntry.  iloo.  Qen* 
tlemen  will  rwmomber  that  not  long  ago 
thero  camo  from  8ooth  Africa  a  larga 
diaoMmd,  a  diamond  so  rich  and  rare 
thai  it  repaired  a  ayadioata  to  pursbaes 


it ;  and  I  hare  tha  greatest  hope,  f n>m 
my  oorrespondenre  with  the  ooantry  of 
the  sucre««ful  derelnpment  of  gold  6elds. 
Are  we  going  to  throw  away  th«*se  rhancea 
for  the  purpose  of  saring  £BII.CH)Of 
With  regard  to  the  liquor  trade.  I  am 
able  to  say  that  this  is  a  most  iniqottoua 
traffic,  s«>  far  as  the  Natires  are  con* 
remed,  and  the  sooner  it  is  stopped  the 
better.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  tSis 
countrr  that  we  should  have  tho  com* 
mand  of  this  route  into  the  interior  as  a 
means  of  improTing  our  trade  relations 
with  Central  AfHra. 

Ma.  RATHBONR :  Sir.  I  should  like 
to  know  how  much  the  taxpayers  of  the 
ronotry  will  pro6t  by  the  large  diamond 
whirh  the  hon.  Member  describe<l  as 
the  fruit  of  this  charge?  I  must  say 
thai  the  only  time  when  I  feel  ashamed 
of  tho  elaaa  to  which  I  belong  is 
when  I  hear  th«»«M«  aggrsasions  ju*tt6ed 
on  the  ground  that  they  brinr  money 
into  the  poeketa  of  traders.  We  hare 
had  one  fallacy  shown  up  to«day:  we 
hare  heard  that,  after  all  this  ulk  of 
going  to  Egrpt  In  order  to  maintain 
the  roote  to  India,  we  hare  committed 
an  imm4*nse  blunder  and  an  immense 
crime.  And  yet,  8ir,  it  is  actually  pro* 
posed  that  we  should  take  po«M«4aion  of 
liechuanaland  in  or«1er  to  fibtain  a  routa 
rid  the  (^ape  to  India.  I  do  not  wi«h 
to  go  into  that  subject ;  but  just  allow 
me  to  p<»int  out  the  absurdity  of 
going  into  these  annexations  in  order 
to  improve  th«  trade  of  the  country. 
My  hon.  Friend  tho  Member  for 
liincester  rMr.  M 'Arthur^  said  just  now 
that  we  had  sent  hundreds  of  thou* 
sands  of  poundV  worth  of  goods  to  this 
place;  but.  Hir.  we  al^  heard  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ijirerpool  Mr.  Baden* 
Powell  sUtethatithadci>st£*i0.OOO,0O0 
to  the  country  to  send  that  trade  there. 
If.  then,  we  look  at  the  que«tion  fntm  the 
poiot  of  view  of  trade,  whi«'h  I  think 
never  ju*tifies  war,  wo  shall  see  thst 
there  has  been  a  gT«*at  balance  against 
this  country.  But  I  l<M»k  at  thi^  ques* 
tion  in  a  far  more  s^nous  light.  The 
Hecretary  of  Htate  for  the  r«)lonies.  when 
speaking  on  this  question  Isnt  year,  gave 
ns  a  strong  warning  again*t  thi*  (oa* 
slant  process  of  annexation.  I  do  not 
think  be  was  alluding  to  this  particular 
case,  hot  to  the  whol«*^e  way  in  which 
we  annexed  theae  places  in  Bouth  Africa; 
and  ha  cmlled  atUntaon  to  tha  fart  that 
thaae  rqofaiaga  orar  aa&axatiotta  vara 
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always  followed  by  a  oold  fit  and  dis- 
credit. And  it  is  very  likely  they  will  be 
so  now.  It  is  not  true  that  this  part 
of  our  Possessions  is  about  the  most 
threatening  and  dangerous  part  of  all  our 
Dominions  ?  It  is  a  different  state  of 
things  in  South  Africa  to  that  which  you 
have  in  any  other  Colonies.  In  our  other 
Colonies  you  have  a  race  of  Natives  who 
disappear  before  the  advancement  of 
civilization.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
it  is  so ;  but  that  fact  has  removed  out 
of  your  way  many  dangers  and  ex- 
penses which  those  Colonies  would  other- 
wise have  cost  you.  In  India  you 
have  a  population  very  different.  India 
for  centuries  has  been  conquered  and 
dominated  by  superior  races.  But 
what  have  you  in  South  Africa?  You 
have  there  to  deal  with  two  sorts  of 
populations,  one  Native  and  the  other 
White.  Both  these  populations  are 
vigorous  and  increasing  in  numbers. 
You  have  in  the  Dutch  population  a  race 
as  tenacious,  and  almost  as  pugnacious, 
as  ourselves ;  they  are  more  numerous, 
and  your  difficulties  with  them  are  con- 
stantly liable  to  increase  rather  than 
diminish.  Then,  Sir,  you  have  in  close 
connection  with  this  population,  not 
sickly  Hottentots,  but  a  race  who  have 
themselves  been  conquerors,  and  are 
people  of  a  very  vigorous  character 
indeed ;  so  that  under  our  rule,  instead 
of  dying  out,  they  are  increasing  more 
rapidly  than  we  are,  and  than  when  they 
were  allowed  to  fight  it  out  among  them- 
selves. Therefore,  you  have  constantly 
increasing  difficulties,  and  you  will  find 
that  as  you  go  farther  on  your  difficulties 
will  not  decrease ;  on  the  contrary,  you 
will  find  that  as  you  advance  more  and 
more  into  South  Africa,  the  tax  on  the 
resources  and  on  the  blood  of  this  country 
in  your  wars  will  constantly  tend  to  in- 
crease. For  these  reasons,  I  cannot  speak 
in  the  tone  of  joyfulness  which  has  been 
BO  much  used  this  evening.  I  believe, 
Sir,  that  this  system  constantly  carried 
out  of  making  further  and  further  an- 
nexations will  involve,  as  it  has  already 
done,  great  burdens  on  the  taxpayers  of 
the  country — and.  Sir,  burdens  which  a 
Democracy  will  not  endure ;  and  I  say, 
therefore,  that,  as  a  consequence  of  pur- 
suing this  policy,  you  are  preparing  for 
yourself  a  disgraceful  surrender  of  what 
you  have  acquired  in  times  past. 

Sib  FREDERICK  STANLEY:  Sir, 
I  think  the  hon.  Qentlemaa  who  has 
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just  spoken  has  forgotten  that,  with 
gard  to  Bechuanaland,  it  was  not  the 
desire  of  annexation,  but  the  intolerable 
condition  of  affairs  which  had  grown  up 
there  in  contravention  of  the  agreement 
between  ourselves  and  another  Power — 
a  state  of  filibustering  so  disgraceful  in 
itself  to  all  the  pledges  we  had  given, 
and  so  prejudicial  to  the  future  of  our 
Colonies  in  South  Africa— that  public 
feeling,  not  confined  in  its  expression  to 
our  side  of  the  House,  dictated  the 
course  which  the  former  Liberal  Govern- 
ment took  of  sending  the  Expedition 
under  Sir  Charles  Warren  to  South 
Africa.  I  am  not  going  to  dispute  fur- 
ther with  or  follow  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere)  into 
those  speculative  questions  which  he  has 
put  forward,  because  I  prefer  to  address 
myself  to  the  Vote  actually  before  us. 
The  question  now  is  a  Vote  for  the 
administration  of  Bechuanaland.  Sir 
Charles  Warren,  as  is  well  known,  ac- 
quired the  countey  without  difficulty  and 
without  bloodshed.  The  question  is, 
therefore,  are  you  going  to  allow  the 
country  to  relapse  into  the  same  state  as 
it  was  in  before  ?  Why,  Sir,  the  result 
of  that  will  be  that  you  will  have  to  send 
out  another  Military  Expedition  to  take 
the  place  of  that  which  is  withdrawn. 
Wo  thought  it  not  right  to  allow  tho 
country,  which  had  been  placed  in  a 
condition  of  tranquillity,  to  relapse  into 
a  state  of  disorder ;  and  the  only  way  in 
which  that  could  be  insured  was  by 
instituting  an  efficient  police  force  to 
take  the  place,  and  discharge  the  mili- 
taxy  force  which  you  withdrew.  I  must 
say  that  I  think  the  hon.  Member  fur 
Liverpool  (Mr.  Baden-Powell),  to  whoso 
speech  we  listened  this  evening  with 
pleasure,  will  be  satisfied  with  the  gene- 
ral result  of  the  discussion  which  he  has 
raised,  for  this  has  clearly  ooma  out — 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  accept 
to  the  fullest  extent  tho  view  which  we 
took  last  year.  They  accept,  as  it  wer^, 
the  continuity  of  principle  on  which  the 
territories  in  question  were  to  be  go- 
verned ;  they  accept  this  to  the  fuUes. 
extent;  and  I  gather,  from  what  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  told  us,  that  they  have  alsu 
endorsed  the  measuree  hj  which  we 
sought  to  cany  out  the  object  in  view. 
An  hon.  (}entleman  behind  me  (Mr. 
Baden-Powell)  has  asked  a  question 
which!  am,  perhaps,  better  abla  to  answer 
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thaii  the  right  hon.  and  leanic^d  (}(»nt]<^ 
man  oppowto  (Mr  (Kiboni<t  Morf^nn^ — 
nfimelr,  as  to  whrthor,  hr  th#a<vrptanr#i 
of  tho  figur<««  nowgiv^n  in  tho  KMimot« 
of  this  j^ar,  tho  GoTornm^nt  would 
ciromit  the  countiy  and  tho  Ifou«ii  to 
rxpenditure  for  other  purpo««i  to  future 
Toart?  Wilhoot  filing  into  tho  nftunl 
figure*  ttfied  by  Sir  Herruh*e  IuihiiiM»n, 
I  think  it  certain  that  a  wim*  and  careful 
ad m in i«t ration  will  re<«utt  in  tho  p«><«ni. 
bililj  of  dimini«hiog  tho  oipenditure 
under  this  Voto  in  r«*nn<«ction  with  the 
polin\  and  that  it  will  nlM>  ri'iult  in  bring- 
ing in  a  contribution  from  the  Colony — 
■omothing  in  the  ahape  of  a  capitation 
tax~ which  will  Terr  tnatoriallj,  or 
•hould  vory  mtterially.  dimintah  the 
amount  of  tho  Vote  which  the  H<>u«o 
Would  otherwise  l>e  ankod  for  in  future 
yearn  One  of  two  thing*  the  Cotnmitt(*e 
must  do.  Kith  or  we  muM  be  prepannl 
to  ere  the  gorommont  carriiHl  on  effi- 
ciontly.  undor  which  circumitanrea  a  le«« 
amount  cannot  l>e  charg^nl ;  or,  on  th<« 
other  hand,  we  mu^t  W  prepared  to  eeo 
thing*  drift  on,  with  the  inevitable  ro«ult 
that  in  a  fow  yearn*  time  another  Mili- 
tary Kxpe4liti«m  will  haTe  to  bo  aent  out 
to  <'<-»Mjpr  the  gntund  wo  now  hold.  I 
am  not  in  any  •fti«D  of  tho  word  an 
adrocate  for  annexati<»n ;  but  when  we 
haTa  loft  to  ua  tho  alternative  of  allow- 
ing a  otuntry  to  fall  into  a  atate  of  dia- 
orlf*r,  aa  liochuan aland  waaanre  to  hare 
done  if  we  had  withdrawn  and  had  not 
M»nt  nut  a  Military  Kxnedition.  or  doing 
what  we  have  done,  I  think  we  have 
b<»*n  right  in  ac*copting  the  roej»'mai- 
bilitioa  that  cirrumatancoe  have  thrown 
Qpm  ue.  I  think  wo  are  ju4tifi«Hl  in 
endoATounng  to  eatabliah  aa  rlliriot*t  a 
<}oTeram^nt  aa  wa  can,  neror  leaving 
out  of  aight  tho  reaponaibiliti^^  we  have 
inrnrred  among  tho  Nativo*.  I  think  it 
will  be  found,  when  tho  Pe|>era  are  pre- 
«<*nte«l,  that  from  the  earit^*t  time  the 
Home  Oovernmont  have  praaM<d  u|>on 
Sir  Horruloa  Ro)>inaon,  the  High  Tom- 
ini*«  >nor.  the  imjv^rtanco  of  aecuring  to 
the  Nalivaa,  aa  far  aa  pf>aaible,  amnio 
garden  grounda  and  moaoa  of  aubatat- 
once.  I  believe  that  the  very  caaa  that 
waa  cited,  where  the  gardoo  grounda 
were,  in  the  6ral  Inetaaco,  intended  to 
be  occupied  othenriaa,  that  the  High 
(\>amiaaioner — ao  far  aa  my  memory 
•erraa  ma  waa  inatmcted  to  make  other 
arrangemeata,  and  to  endaaTour,  aa  far  { 
aa  pofaible,  to  carry  ool  in  tta  utOMMl  \ 


anirit  the  aararanca  that  ha  had  given 
that  the  Nativea  ahould  have  theaa 
grounda.  Itoforo  thia  Houae  it  ia  not 
nooraaary  to  enter  into  a  long  diacuaftioQ 
of  African  policy.  I  would  only  aay  what 
1  ventured  fn>m  tho  other  aide  of  the 
Ilouao  to  urge  upon  hon.  Mombcra  laat 
voar :  and  that  ia  that  m  th«*«M«  mattora 
thore  ahould  be  that  ctmtinuity  which 
hna  bcfn  advocatod  lM>th  on  the  one  aide 
of  the  llouee  and  tho  other.  I  am  aure 
that  a  gn»at  deal  of  tho  moner  wLi<h 
haa  bo««u  a]i*nt  in  Honth  Africa,  and 
much  of  tho  precioua  bl(»od  which  haa 
bo4«n  ahed  thore,  would  have  b«*en  aaved 
if  from  the  6rat  thia  country  had  par* 
aned  a  de6nito  and  continuoua  policy  in 
thia  nart  of  the  world.  Tho  aaaumption, 
which  I  think  ia  granted  on  all  aidoa, 
that  our  mtintonanca  of  a  route  br  the 
(^ape  18  ee^ntial  to  the  proaperitv  of  the 
Kmpire,  in  itaelf  ontaila.  by  a  ckain  of 
reaaoning  not  very  difficult  to  follow^ 
the  neceaaity  of  maintaining  oar  righta 
and  our  dutiea  in  the  8«>uth  African 
<\donioa  taken  aa  a  whole.  We  can  nover 
lay  down — I  do  not  think  it  poaaible  to 
lay  down — any  detailed  or  hard*and» 
faat  line  in  thia  matter ;  but  I  think  the 
Houae  can  avoid  errora  in  the  future  in 
thia  reapoct.  It  can  aroid  eaying  that 
wo  intend  to  aaanme  the  government  of 
a  country,  or  of  a  particular  diatrict, 
and  the  next  moment  oeing  prepared  to 
hand  that  country  or  diatnct  ovor  it 
matter*  not  to  whom.  In  that  reapi«ot 
it  ee«>mB  to  mo  the  experionce  of  many 
bitter  leeaon*  haa  brought  home  to 
thia  country  the  neroaeityof  abataining 
from  racillation,  and  the  nrceaaity  for 
keeping  np  c<»ntinuity  in  •«uch  mattera  ; 
and  I  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Memb^^r  for  tho  Kirkdale  l>iviatoQ  of 
Liverpool  (Mr.  Iladon- Powell),  though 
he  made  otner  remarka  that  the  ( V>m- 
mittoo  listened  to  with  groat  pleaaure, 
if  ho  had  done  no  more  than  draw  out 
from  the  (^oremmont  the  etatement 
wo  have  hoar«i  of  their  i  iowa  aa  to  the 
p<»licv  which  ahould  bo  puraued  in 
South  Africa  in  the  future,  would  have 
had  reaaon  to  congratulate  himaelf  on 
the  effect  of  hia  6rat  apoech  in  thia 
Houae.  I  can  only  aay  that  I  can  en- 
tindy  anpport  the  etatement  of  the 
right  hoo.  and  learned  Gentleman  oppo- 
aite  ^Mr.  (hib«>me  Morgan;  that  thia 
Vota  ia  ia  entire  conformity  with  the 
iataraata  of  thia  eonntiy  in  thia  matter, 
and  that  tba  dataiia  have  bean  looked 
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into  with  every  desire  to  promote  pro- 
per economy.  I  trust  the  Committee 
will  now  pass  the  Vote. 

Db.  CLARK :  I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
further  on  this  subject ;  but  there  is  one 
standpoint  from  which  this  subject  has 
not  yet  been  viewed.  There  is  one  fact 
which  will  affect  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  I  should  like  to 
bring  it  before  the  Committee.  It  is  that 
all  hon.  Gentlemen  ask  for  they  could 
have  got  without  spending  a  single  penny 
of  Imperial  funds.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Cape  Colony  and  his 
Government  offered  to  take  over  Be- 
chuanalandy  and  to  put  down  all  the 
anarchy — in  fact,  to  annex  the  territory 
to  Cape  Colony — and  to  do  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  that  Colony.  But,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment refused  to  accept  this  very  good 
offer,  and  the  result  has  been  that  we 
have  already  spent  £1,000,000  in  our 
operations  in  order  to  give  these  fili- 
busters a  start ;  and  now  we  are  asked 
to  spend  £69,000  more  to  aid  this 
new  Crown  Colony  which  we  did  not 
want,  which  can  be  of  no  earthly  use 
to  us,  and  which  by-and-bye  will  in- 
evitably be  annexed  to  the  Cape.  I  pro- 
test against  spending  these  enormous 
sums  upon  a  district  in  which  there  are 
not  5,000  White  men.  We  are  spend- 
ing £100,000  upon  the  place  this  year, 
which  literally  means  giving  these  people 
£20  a-head.  ^Ve  are  assisting  men 
whose  farms,  two  years  ago,  were  not 
worth  £1,000  apiece,  though  now,  in 
consequence  of  what  we  have  done, 
they  will  be  worth  at  least  £2,000  or 
£3,000.  Why  should  we  not  place  a  tax 
at  once  upon  the  owners  of  these  valuable 
farms ;  why  not  impose  one  also  upon 
the  Natives  ?  These  people  are  well  off; 
they  can  find  ^ood  work  in  the  diamond 
fields  and  elsewhere,  and  have  good 
markets  for  their  produce.  Why  should 
we  not  make  them  pay  ?  If  the  Colony 
requires  money,  I  should  not  object  to 
giving  them  a  loan— even  to  these  fili- 
busters, deserters  from  Her  Majesty *s 
Forces,  murderers  and  ruffians,  as  they 
have  been  designated;  but,  certainly, 
seeing  that  we  have  given  them 
£1,000,000  already,  I  do  not  think  it 
wise  to  go  on  throwing  money  away  in 
the  reckless  manner  now  proposed,  in 
order  to  maintain  a  Colony  which,  as  I 
sayi  in  the  long  ran,  will  have  to  be 
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handed  over  to  the  Cape.  In  the  last 
Blue  Book  it  is  clearly  laid  down  that 
we  have  absolutely  been  asking  the 
Cape  to  take  over  this  territory, 
and  stating  that  we  do  not  intend  to 
keep  it  as  a  Crown  Colony  any  mora 
than  we  intended  to  keep  Griqualand. 
We  might  have  kept  Griqualand,  be- 
cause it  is  a  valuable  possession,  on 
account  of  its  diamond  fields ;  but  there 
are  no  diamonds  in  Beohuanaland.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouohere)  is  said  to  be  wrong  in  his 
history ;  but  I  maintain  that  he  is  per- 
fectly accurate.  The  district  the  hon. 
Member  referred  to  was  as  much  a  dis- 
trict of  the  Transvaal  as  Kent  is  a 
portion  of  England.  No  doubt,  when 
we  contemplated  taking  over  Griqua- 
land, we  might  have  taken  over  Be- 
chuanaland  at  the  same  time ;  but  we 
evidently  did  not  think  it  worth  annnx- 
ing.  Again,  when  we  took  over  the 
Transvaal,  in  1877,  we  took  over  Be- 
chuanaland  as  a  portion  of  it — our 
Administrator  took  it  over  as  a  portion 
of  the  Transvaal,  and  appointed  officials 
and  magistrates  to  that  section  of  the 
Transvaal.  When  we  gave  the  Trans- 
vaal back  to  the  Boers,  Bechuanaland 
was  cut  away  from  the  Transvaal,  and 
a  period  of  anarchy  ensued ;  these  two 
Bepublics  were  formed  after  a  long  in- 
tertribal war ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  give 
the  Chiefs  and  their  White  followers  all 
the  land  each  had  possession  of  in  the 
territory  and  to  stand  by  certain  Treaties 
that  were  made,  f"  No,  no !  "1  An  hon. 
Member  says  ''No,  no!"  The  only 
question  in  dispute,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
between  the  Cape  Ministry  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  was  about  Mont- 
sioa's  farm.  Perhaps  hon.  Gentlemen 
are  not  aware  that  Montsioa  was  sent 
there  by  the  Boers.  Before  the  Boers 
acquired  the  territory  Montsioa  was  in 
the  Free  State,  and  he  was  taken  to  this 
new  acquisition.  The  only  question  was 
whether  a  certain  portion  of  land, 
not  worth  £5,000,  ehould  be  given 
back  to  Montsioa,  or  whether  that 
part  should  remain,  as  by  Treaty,  in 
the  possession  of  the  rival  Chief, 
his  opponent,  and  that  Chiefs  White 
followers.  Of  all  these  Native  Chiefs, 
Montsioa  is  the  one  that  has  least  claim 
upon  us.  He  is  the  most  barbarous  and 
the  most  cruel  of  all  theae  people.  I  am 
sornr  that  the  right  hon.  Oentleinan 
the  President  of  tne  Local  Government 
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BaaH  (Vr.  Cluuiib«rbto^  ii  not  pr#*  I 
»ant,  b«oattM  tiro  VMrt  ago  ho  g»To  Ui«  ' 
Ilouto  an  arcouot  of  this  old  mfBan. 
Ho  doocribod  to  tho  IIoiuo  how  Moat* 
»i«»a  had  mado  a  night  attack  upon  a 
villago  bolonging  to  a  C^hiof,  hU  own 
fH]uaI ;  how  he  had  burnod  th<*  Tillagt*. 
and  tkionod  tho  mon  and  wom«n,  and 
cut  out  thotr  haarta.  [*'Oh,  oh!'*] 
Well,  tho  riffht  hon.  Gontlemaa  told 
tho  atory,  and  it  waa  this  tavago  who 
did  thc»o  thing*  that  wo  havo  spent 
£1»000,000  to  protect,  and  for  who*o 
Mko  wo  now  with  lo  »|M*nd  £100,(N)0  in 
order  to  protect  him,  and  to  pn*Tt*Qt 
land  which  is  firarc«*lr  worth  northing 
from  being  taken  from  him.  Motare. 
rptngton  and  *^prigg  offered  to  take 
oTf»r  Siollalaud ;  but  wa  refoiM«d  tho 
cttfer.  and  aro  ontent  to  imr  money  in 
c«»nn(Htion  with  Stoll«]aiia  for  th««  ad- 
Viintaj^o  of  the  bandits  who  are  there — 
to  pay  the  exponsea  of  all  tho  bloody 
raid«  of  which  we  have  hi^ard  ao  much. 
It  is  hardly  likc»ly  that  wo  shall  keep 
lieehuansland  a  moment  longer  than  we 
can  hf«lp  it.  In  fact,  in  courso  of  time 
the  population  will  want  to  bo  annexeci 
to  tho  <'«pe,  as  that  of  <Hqualaad  has 
already  dime.  I  ohj<«ct,  on  tho  part  of 
the  ratepayers  of  this  countrr,  to  hand* 
ing  oT«>r  to  th^se  comparatively  rich  men 
in  South  Africa  any  moro  of  tho  public 
fund«.  We  have  already  giron  them 
£-.»o.(H»o,iH)<),  and  the  return  they  hare 
made  us  has  been  to  put  heavy  taxea 
upon  our  g*Mid«  to  keop  them  out  aa 
the  otl.or  iVilonies  haro  dona.  No 
r  >untry  in  the  world  has  ever  bohaved 
si>  g«*nerously  to  its  ( Monies  aa  wo  have 
doao,  and  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
no  Toloni^  undert  he  sun  have  aver  bo- 
harad  so  badly  to  tho  Mother  C^ountry 
as  ours  have  >>ehaved  to  us.  Give  them 
this  money  as  a  l«>an  if  yoo  like ;  but  to 
giv«»  £.0  a-he«d  as  a  fn*e  gift  to  all  the 
bandits  in  Brrhuanaland  is  a  Tiro|*<>«i. 
tion  to  which  I  emphatically  objsat. 

Ma.  WonKIIorsK:  I  should  not 
have  risen  t*)  take  part  in  this  d«*bate 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  oliarrvations  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down.  The  hon.  Mombari  who  ap« 
parantly  entertaina  a  great  dislika  for 
D audita  and  rafllana,  holds  the  position 
—  nnlasa  I  am  much  mtatakan  —  of 
Consul  General  to  the  Transvaal  K**- 
public.  He  may  ba  regarded,  there* 
fore,  aa  holding  a  brief  for  that  Re- 
public.   Being  in  a  cartain  aanaa  ita 


ptofaaaional  advocate  hara,  it  ia  only 
natural  and  proper  that  ha  ahonld  saiaa 
every  opportunity  of  painting  the  advar* 
sariea  of  the  Transvaal,  such  aa  Monttioa, 
in  tha  blaokott  c«iloure,  and  th«(Tranavaal 
Boers  in  the  nmieat  and  moat  attractiva 
colours*  I  hope  the  iVmunittee  will 
alwaya  receive  the  repn^eantatians  ha 
makea  on  behalf  of  the  Tranavaal  Ra- 
public  aa  ita  Consul  (K»neral  with  tha 
greatest  poeaiblo  reap«vt;  with  respect, 
however,  tempered  by  a  vary  large  ad- 
mixture of  caution  and  cireumapection. 
The  hon.  M«*mber  tuIJ  us  that  if  we 
had  accepted  the  propoaals  of  the  Capa 
Government  there  would  have  bean  no 
occasion  for  all  this  vast  expenditure, 
and  n^  need  of  Sir  C^harles  Warran*s 
Kxpedition.  Well,  with  regard  to  that 
Kxpvditi€m,  the  Tranavaal  Govemmant 
certainly  did  its  utmost  to  stop  it ;  hap- 
pily without  sun-cM,  becauaa^  in  my 
opinion,  that  Kxpedition  waa  tha 
brightest  and  b<Mit  feature  of  the  whole 
South  African  policy  of  the  last  Liberal 
Govemmant.  Tntil  that  Kxpedition 
took  plana  the  ahadow  of  that  iU-omaned 
mountain  —  Majuba  Hill  —  rested  upon 
every  symbol  of  British  Sovereignty  ia 
South  Africa.  But  now,  without  the 
ahadding  of  a  single  drop  of  blood,  that 
ahadow  haa  bean  removed.  The  boa. 
Mi^mber  found  fault  with  the  rejection 
by  the  Imperial  irorerament  of  tha 
otfor  of  Messre.  Upington  and  Hprigg, 
the  Cape  Ministers,  to  pacify  Stellaland 
and  take  it  over ;  but  why  waa  the  offer 
rejected?  On  this  point  I  ^Ppf^  to 
the  taatimony  of  Sir  llercnlsa  Bobinson. 
who  has  boan  ready  to  act  in  accord 
with  Meesrs.  Upington  and  Sprigg,  and 
who  haa  baea  in  sharp  antagonism  with 
Sir  <*harlea  Warren.  Nevarthalcaa,  ia 
the  judgment  of  Sir  llerculaa  Bobinsim, 
the  terms  offered  by  the  Capa  Miniatera 
with  refvrenc**  to  the  future  pcMitioa  of 
th«  Native  (*hi«>fs  wt<ra  sueh  aa  this  coun- 
try could  not  accept  without  discredit. 
Then  the  hon.  MV*mber  ea>s  that  he 
hopes  that  this  new  Crown  <'olony  will 
be  transfamnl  to  the  Cape  (/olony.  For 
my  own  part,  I  hope  nothing  of  tha  aort 
will  be  done.  We  aro  all  only  too 
lamiliar  with  varillations  and  reversals 
of  Imperial  policy  in  South  Africa ;  bnt 
if  there  be  aay  revrrsal  of  poUcv  now  in 
this  matter  of  the  Bachuanalaad  IVoiac- 
torata— any  attempt  to  hand  it  over  to 
the  (?ape  Colony— Britiah  anthoritr  and 
influenca  in  South  Afriaa  will  ba  aUkaa 
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to  its  yezy  centre.  I  muBt  apologise  to 
the  Committee  for  detaining  it  by  these 
few  obserrations  which  have  been  drawn 
from  me  by  the  interrention  of  the  hon. 
Member  (Dr.  Clark).  I  heard  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  that  Her  Majesty's 
present  Government  intend  to  pay  re- 
gard to  continuity  of  policy.  It  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say  so,  I  hope  the  OoTern- 
ment  will  carefully  forebear  from  raising 
at  the  present  moment  the  question  of 
the  transfer  ^f  this  Crown  Colony  and 
Protectorate  to  the  Cape  Colony.  De- 
clarations made  by  Her  Majesty's  Mi* 
nisters,  either  in  Parliament  or  in  de- 
spatches—declarations of  their  ultimate 
intention  or  present  desire  to  effect  this 
transfer  will  travel  far  and  wide  through 
South  Africa,  perplexing  and  disquieting 
all  the  Natives.  Bendered  uneasy  and 
uncertain  of  their  future  by  such  decla- 
rations, the  Native  Chiefs  will  become 
suspicious  and  hard  to  manage,  and  all 
the  difficulties  of  administering  this  Pro- 
tectorate will  be  aggravated  ten-fold.  A 
peaceful,  settled,  and  prosperous  terri- 
tory the  Colonial  Government  may  some 
day  take  over ;  but  a  restless,  disturbed, 
and,  therefore,  impoverished  Protecto- 
rate, no  Colonial  Government  will  ever 
consent  to  take  over,  except  on  terms 
which  are  certain  to  be  inamnissible  by 
the  Imperial  Government— such  terms, 
for  example,  as  were  offered  by  the 
Cape  Ministry  to  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  and  properly 
vejected  by  him.  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  pass  this  Vote  by  a  large  and  decisive 
majority. 

Ma.  BETHKLL :  I  should  be  sorry  to 
sit  in  my  place  and  hear  the  character 
of  a  man  whom  I  know  to  be  brave,  and 
whom  I  believe  to  be  honest,  aspersed 
as  a  coward  and  cruel  tyrant,  without 
saying  a  word  in  his  defence.  The  hdn. 
Member  for  Dumfries  (Dr.  Clark)  de- 
nounced in  this  way  one  whom  I  know 
personally  myself  from  having  had  con- 
siderable communication  with  him. 
Though  it  may  be  said  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  took  a  partial  view  of  the 
question  owing  to  the  fact  of  his  repre- 
senting the  Transvaal  in  the  capacity  of 
Consul  General,  it  may  be  said  that  I 
take  a  partial  view  of  my  side  of  the 
question  from  the  relationship  thai 
events  have  established  between  the 
man  of  whom  he  spoke  and  myself.  But 
there  is  this  difference  between  us.  I 
have  been  to  the  Cape,  and  have  made  | 
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it  my  business  to  inquire  as  dosely  as 
possible  into  the  character  of  this  Chief, 
Montsioa.    I  did  that ;  and  I  can  abso- 
lutely sav  that  of  all  the  Chiefs  in  South 
Africa  this  man,  Montsioa,  bears  un- 
questionably   the    highest  and   purest 
character.    I  venture  to  say  that  this 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  a  man  in 
his  position.     I  cannot  think  that  the 
hon.  Member  is  correct  in  the  account 
he  gave  of  the  history  of  the  annexation 
of  Bechuanaland  to  the  Transvaal.    I 
cannot  admit  that   Bechuanaland   was 
a  Province  of  the  Transvaal  in  the  sense 
in  which    a    Province   is    understood. 
Bechuanaland  was  a  Province  of  the 
Transvaal  only  in  the  sense  that  any 
other  part  of  Africa  was  a  Province, 
where  no  boundaries  had  been  placed  to 
the  Transvaal.    No  boundary  had  been 
placed  round  the  territory ;  but  as  soon 
as  we  formulated  a  policy  with  regard 
to  that  part  of  South  Africa  we  had 
to  place  a  limit  to  the  Transvaal,  and 
in  describing  that  limit  we  put  Bechu- 
analand outside  of  it  altogether.    The 
hon.  Member  for    Northampton   (Mr. 
Labottchere)  said  that  there  had  never 
been  a  clear  and  distinct  policy  in  South 
Africa.    I  am  ^btj  much  of  the  hon. 
Member's  opinion,    that  we  have  not 
regularly  pursued  a  clear  and  distinct 
policy  there ;  but  I  do  maintain  that  for 
years  and  years,  almost  ever  since  cir- 
cumstances brought  us  into  South  Africa, 
there  have  been  two  distinct  and  dear 
lines  of  policy  open,  which  we  were 
compelled,  whether  we  liked  it  or  not, 
to  pursue.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  from 
time  to  time  the  unes  of  these  particular 
policies  have  been  placed  on  one  side, 
xhe  Gt)vemment  from  time  to  time,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  have  neglected*  to  carry 
out  their  self-undertaken  dnties.     Sir, 
these  two  lines  were  policies  which,  I 
venture  to  think,  on  the  whole,  are  es- 
sentially in  accord  with  the  political 
sentiments  of  (Gentlemen  who  sit  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.    One  of  these 
is  the  protection  of  Natives  from  attack ; 
and  I  would  venture  to  point  out  to  the 
Committee    that  this  was  exactly  the 
same  principle,  only  in  a  much  more 
accentuated  form,  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  IVime  Minister  laid  down 
with  regard  to  the  protection  of  nationa- 
lities struggling  for  freedom  in  £uxope. 
It  is  but  a  few  years  since  the  Prime 
Minister  stirred  up  what  I  may  oall  the 
humanitarian  enthusiasm  of  England  for 
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a  tw»  to  whom  we  aroboand  bjao  par* 
UeoUr  ti««.  Now,  it  U  th«  Tory  Mino 
thiaf  ID  rolalioii  to  theao  tribM  in  Sottlh 
Africa,  except  that  we  had  giT<»a  certaio 
tlifttinct  uodertakiDga  in  reffard  to  them. 
\V«*  had  oQt4>red  iato  afreementa  which 
we  were  compelled  to  eairy  Ottt«  We 
w«To  compelltMl  to  carry  out  oar  under- 
takioge  from  the  fact  of  the  tmpoaai- 
bility  of  aaaimilating  the  two  European 
rare*  in  Africa— namely,  the  Dutch  and 
the  Knglish.  1 1  was  impueiible  for  U4, 
as  the  ruling  Power  in  Africa,  to  admit 
the  practical  elaverjr  which  exist ih! 
undor  the  Hutch.  \\  e  were  compellcnl 
\o  put  that  down  ;  and  that  it  the  reaeon 
why,  whatcre r  policy  was  pureued  from 
time  to  time,  we  were  bound  to  draw  a 
dtfttinct  line  refiuiring  ue  to  protect  the 
Natirf>«  from  theunjuHt  aeeaultaof  what 
I  may  call  the  orertlow  rancality  of  the 
Transvaal.  There  is  no  doubt  that  for 
a  certain  number  of  year*  this  policy 
waa  n«»glected;  but  the  Bechuanaland 
Kvpedition  we*  eimply  a  Tindicatioa  of 
our  original  line  of  policy.  Thin  sum 
of  mon««y  now  being  dincuMed  is  dimply 
the  natural  rr«ult  and  oec^eeeary  ee«juel 
of  the  liechuanaland  Kxpedition.  It  in 
im]H>««tbl«*  U>  diteociate  tho  one  fnmi  the 
other:  and  I  venture  to  think  that  if 
hon.  (ientlemen  will  t*onsider  with  some 
care  the  rather  aaueoal  and  extraordi- 
nary poeition  of  IU<huanalaod  at  the 
time  we  took  it  or«*r  th«'r  will  be  die- 
poMHl  to  aci^ept  thit  Vote.  The  Vote,  it 
u  true,  i«  a  large  one ;  but  we  must 
consider  it  in  relation  to  the  characteria* 
tics  of  the  country  we  undertook  to 
g'>rem.  Generally  when  we  speak  of 
a  tVoiectnrate  we  mf*an  a  case  in  which 
we  undertake  to  lo<»k  after  the  Native 
Tribes  in  a  country  where  there  ia  no 
internal  administration;  but  hare  in 
Bechuanaland,  not  only  were  there 
Native  Triliee,  but  also  a  so-callml  Ke- 
pttblii^aa  (Government  —  a  Republican 
Oovemment,  I  lH*g  the  (.V>mmitt4H«  to 
remember— which  came  into  esi»teace 
simply  through  our  own  neglect.  We 
wore  cr>mpelled  to  i^T«»pt  that  Uovera- 
m««t,  and  take  over  its  reeponsiliilitios  ; 
and  it  is  now  impossible  for  us  to  leave 
this  roantry  without  se«»ing  a  proper 
and  firm  Government  establi«hed  thenv 
Very  much  has  b«*en  said  to- night  about 
trade  advantages  and  so  forth;  and 
I  am  ^9ry  mttoh  inclined  to  think  that 
that  is,  after  all,  a  venr  distinct  eeomd 
line  of  policy  which  keepa  na  ia  that 


part  of  AfHca.  The  Prime  Mlatatar, 
speaking  the  other  night  with  regard  to 
ISurmah,  said  that  no  person  of  any 
weight  or  intellect  would  ever  for  a  mo- 
ment advance  the  doctrine  of  making 
war  for  the  sake  of  commi^rce ;  and  I  am 
onlv  sorry  he  did  not  advance  that  pria* 
c  ipfe  beyond  those  who  have  weight  and 
intellect,  because  I  do  not  think  anyone 
would  support  that  doctrine.  Never* 
thelees,  I  do  think  it  is  right  that  our 
countrymen  who  go  aa  pioneers  of  oivili* 
cation,  and  open  up  new  routee  and  ex- 
plore new  countries,  should  have  their 
rights  respected  and  protected  by  the 
strength  of  the  Empire.  When  we  hear 
hon.  MemlN»ni  say,  as  sometimee  we  do 
from  the  Iiencht»s  opposite,  that  we 
ought  not  in  any  instance  to  support 
these  M»mi-commerrial  wars,  I  am  eor* 
prised,  and  very  much  surprised,  because 
theee  are  Gentlemen  who  arrogate  to 
themselvee  the  position  of  defenders  of 
the  working  classes.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  think  in  one  sense  ther  are— in 
this  sense— that  they  are  like  thoee  who 
put  their  money  in  a  box  and  bury  it  in 
the  ground  instead  of  putting  it  out  at 
interest.  I  think  there  can  l>e  no  doubt 
that  this  money  we  are  asked  to  vote  ia 
a  tax  that,  in  all  human  probability, 
will  be  returned  verv  many  times  by  in* 
creased  trade  with  the  enormons  centre 
of  Africa.  Perhaps  I  may  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  liquor  tralllc, 
about  which  so  mach  has  been  eaid  to- 
night. It  «>  happens  it  is  rather  aa 
honourable  feature  ia  the  character  of 
Montaioa,  and  of  some  other  Chiefs, 
that  on  no  conditions  will  they  allow 
the  liquor  traIRo  to  c<»me  into  their 
country.  That  I  think  is  a  very  satis- 
factory state  of  things.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  Kirkdale  Divi- 
sion of  Liverpool  (Mr.  Haden-rowell  , 
expreseed  his  fear  that  the  garden  plots 
aUiut  Mapohing  were  being  appro- 
priate«l,  and  that  the  iK»vemmc»nt  wer«» 
not  taking  suffiriont  precautions  to  suard 
against  this  bating  done.  In  the  aavices 
I  hart*  got  recently  from  a  correspondent 
out  in  B<i«chuanaland  there  is  not  a  single 
word  that  in  any  way  confirmed  that 
report,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  it  is 
possible  the  report  (*an  be  tru«*,  l»fcaase 
one  of  the  very  objects  of  the  recent 
Expenditure  was  tho  reetoration  of  the 
ganlen  gronnda.  I  apologiai*  to  the 
Committee  for  having  d<*taioed  them  so 
long;  my axcoae ia  t^Uy having  foceotly 
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been  in  South  Africa,  I  take  a  keen  in- 
terest in  the  affaira  of  the  country. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  85  ; 
Noes  229:  Majority  144.— (Dlv.  List, 
No.  13.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Mr.  Courtney,  I 
wish  to  raise  a  point  of  Order  in  connec- 
tion with  the  division  just  taken.  I 
should  like  to  have  your  ruling  as  to  the 
closing  of  the  door  when  a  division  is 
called.  On  the  occasion  of  the  last  di- 
vision the  door  was  shut,  or  rather  the 
officer  endeavoured  to  shut  the  door, 
when  hon.  Members  were  pressing  in. 
I  succeeded  in  struggling  through — it 
was  a  short  struggle,  but  a  rather  fierce 
one.  I  should  like  to  know  what  is  the 
Bule  in  the  matter.  My  impression  of 
the  old  Rule  is  that  the  door  should  not 
be  shut  while  there  is  a  Member  in 
sight. 

Mb.  DILLWYN  :  As  far  as  my  recol- 
lection goes— and  it  goes  a  long  way 
back — the  Bule  is  that  as  long  as  any- 
body is  in  sight  the  door  shall  not  be 
dosed.  I  was  engaged  in  writing  a 
letter  when  the  division  bell  rang  a  few 
minutes  ago ;  and  I,  like  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel  Nolan),  ex- 
perienced some  difficulty  in  getting  in 
the  House. 

Tub  CHAIRMAN :  I  apprehend  it  is 
the  duty  of  hon.  Members  to  attend  the 
Committee;  but  when  a  division  is 
called  a  few  minutes  are  allowed  to  en- 
able hon.  Members  to  take  their  places. 
The  door  is  not  usually  shut  while  hon. 
Members  are  coming  in ;  but  a  limit 
must  be  put  to  the  time  the  Committee 
is  waiting,  otherwise  the  general  body 
of  Members  will  be  put  to  great  invon- 
venience. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

ARMY   (SUPPLEMENTARY   ESTI- 
MATES, 1886-6). 

(3.)  £  1 00,  Warlike  Stores  and  Works. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  The 
amount  expended  in  the  year  1883-4  in 
this  Vote  was  £1,429,000.  The  Esti- 
mate for  1884-5  was  £1,619,000,  less 
£356,500  appropriation  in  aid,  leaving 
a  total  of  £1,262,500.  Now,  Sir,  in 
that  year  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
was  brought  in  just  as  a  Supplementary 
Estimate    is   brought   in  now.      The 
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amount  was  £370,000;  but  the  Esti- 
mate was  very  different  from  the  pre- 
sent Estimate  in  point  of  form.  Hon. 
Members  may  possibly  remember  that 
in  the  ordinary  Estimate  for  the  Works 
and  Stores  Vote  there  is  a  very  large 
and  detailed  statement  showing  the 
fipeoific  appropriations  of  money,  and 
that  it  has  been  customary,  when  large 
Supplementary  Votes  are  asked  for  in 
connection  with  such  serfices  as  these, 
to  furnish  to  the  House  some  detailed 
information  corresponding  with  the  de- 
tailed statement  which  is  set  forth  in  the 
ordinary  Estimate.  In  the  year  1 884-5, 
when  an  Estimate  like  this  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee,  the  sum  waa 
set  forth  in  detail  under  as  many  as  1 3 
different  headings.  In  the  present  case 
there  is  absolutely  nothing  of  the  kind. 
We  have  lumped  together  under  Vote 
12  sums  amounting  to  £190,000,  and 
underVoteldsums  amounting  to£74, 158, 
a  totol  of  £264,158.  There  is  deducted 
more  than  £250,000,  which  is  put  down 
as  appropriations  in  aid  from  Vote  12. 
I  defy  anybody  to  make  out  from  this 
Paper  what  are  the  serrices  in  connec- 
tion with  which  this  very  large  expen- 
diture of  money  is  to  take  place.  In  the 
Estimates  for  last  year  wo  had  the  total 
sum  of  £258,600  put  down  for  stores ; 
but  from  that  there  was  deducted  the  sum 
of  £559, 1 82  on  account  of  what  are  called 
appropriations  in  aid.  That  smaller 
sum  was  principally  made  up  in  this 
way — Value  of  stores  on  repayment, 
£433,000  ;  proceeds  of  sale  of  old  stores 
and  material,  £115,000.  As  I  say,  in 
this  Supplementary  Estimate  we  have 
absolutely  nothing  to  show  in  what  par- 
ticular Department  of  the  public  expen- 
diture it  is  necessary  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment for  further  money.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  when  the  War  Office  wants  a 
sum  of  orer  £250,000,  they  are  able  so  to 
juggle  their  figures  that  they  ^pear  to 
come  to  the  House  lor  the  sum  of  £100, 
while  in  reality  they  want  £264,000 
over  and  aboTO  that  for  which  it  is  not 
necessary  they  should  submit  any  dis- 
tinct Vote  at  all.  The  reason  of  this 
is  that  as  the  Army  Estimates  are  now 
presented  and  prepared  there  is  given 
to  this  large  spending  Department^  the 
War  Office,  power  to  raise  funds  on  its 
own  account  by  getting  rid  of  paUio 
stores.  The  stores  which  they  got 
rid  of,  or  intended  to  get  rid  of, 
during  the  financial  year  we  sot  dowa 


1633  Supply — Army  {Matich  1,  1886}  {SupphmaUary  IktinwM).  1684 


at  £115,000.  Now,  the  getting  rid  of 
old  stores  to  the  tune  of  £115,000  in 
one  year  is  a  very  considerable  transfer 
of  property,  probably  to  the  loss  of  the 
public.  But  instead  of  limiting  them- 
selves to  that  very  liberal  allowance, 
the  War  Office,  for  reasons  which  it  does 
not  set  forth  in  this  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate, take  a  further  sum  of  £264,000. 
I  think  the  Committee  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  is  necessary  the  Government 
should,  in  the  first  instance,  give  some 
explanation  of  the  reason  why  they  have 
thought  fit  to  draw  up  this  particular 
Supplementary  Estimate  in  the  very  ob- 
scure form  in  which  it  is  brought  up, 
without  the  least  indication  of  the  par- 
tictdar  direction  in  which  this  extra 
money  is  to  be  spent  in  connection  with 
stores;  and,  in  the  second  place,  that 
they  should  explain  to  the  Committee 
how  it  is  that  they  are  able  to  raise  so 
very  large  a  sum  as  upwards  of  £250,000 
to  appropriate  in  aid  of  this  Vote,  espe- 
cially when  they  have  already  taken  a 
third  of  a  million,  as  shown  in  the  ori- 
ginal Estimate.  They  have  got  now 
£359,000  to  appropriate  ;  and  if  to  that 
you  add  £264,000,  you  get  the  enormous 
sum  of  £623,000  on  this  one  Army  Yote, 
which  the  Government  are  able  to  pro- 
cure apparently  by  getting  rid  of  stores. 
It  is  the  old  battle  that  was  fought  over 
and  over  again,  not  only  in  this  Com- 
mittee, but  in  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, and  by  many  of  the  best  finan- 
ciers connected  with  the  House,  when 
they  insisted  that  there  should  be  some- 
thing like  a  check  placed  on  the  War 
Office  in  respect  to  its  stores.  Now,  Sir, 
I  know  that  under  this  Vote  it  may  be 
said  that  the  Navy  has  drawn  a  great 
deal  more  stores,  more  armaments,  from 
the  Military  Service  than  is  usual ;  but 
whether  the  Navy  has  drawn  much  or 
little,  what  I  contend  for  is  that  the  Esti- 
mate submitted  to  the  Committee  ought 
to  show  how  much  the  Navy  does  so  draw. 
And  on  this  point  I  beg  to  remind  the 
Committee  that  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General,  in  his  Eeport  on  this 
very  Yote  last  year,  pointed  out  that  the 
Appropriation  Account  did  not  afford  in- 
formation relative  to  the  stores  supplied 
to  the  Navy  in  that  financial  year  which 
was  desired  by  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  in  1880,  and  referred  to 
again  in  the  56th  paragaph  of  the  He- 
port  of  that  Committee  in  1884.  Then, 
oir,   the    Public  Accounts   Committee 
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themselves  reported  in  reference  to  this 
Vote— 

"  They  are  strongly  impressed  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  audit  independent  of  and  outside 
of  the  Department,  however  careful  and  exact 
the  Departmental  audit  may  he.  They  consider 
that,  in  the  puhlic  interest,  more  evidence 
should  he  afforded  that  the  quantities  and 
value  of  the  Army  and  Nary  stores  are  amply 
maintained  from  year  to  year,  and  that  for  this 
purpose  a  complete  stock-taking  should  he 
undertaken.'* 

Now,  no  such  thing  as  a  proper  stock- 
taking has  been  undertaken  by  the  War 
Office,  and  the  consequence  is  that  they 
are  able  to  get  rid  of  Army  stores  to  a 
very  large  extent,  as  may  be  seen  by 
reference  to  these  apj>ropriations  in  aid 
of  the  Store  Vote  year  after  year.  Be- 
fore the  Committee  accedes  to  the  pre- 
sent demand,  I  ask  the  Government  to 
explain,  first  of  all,  what  are  the  extra 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  Stores 
Vote — ^Vote  12 — which  we  now  have  be- 
fore us,  and  what  are  the  sources  from 
whence  they  have  drawn  this  extra  sum 
of  £264,000,  described  as  an  appropria- 
tion in  aid. 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Campbell  -  Bannebman)  : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  anticipated  by 
his  rising  the  explanation  of  tnis  Vote 
which  I  had  intended  to  make.  I  can 
easily  understand  that,  without  explana- 
tion, the  Vote  may  be  somewhat  mis- 
leading. There  is  nothing  in  it,  how- 
ever, connected  with  the  sale  of  old 
stores,  or  with  the  Navy.  The  fact  is 
this,  that  a  larger  amount  of  repayment 
services  than  were  calculated  upon  have 
arisen  in  the  course  of  the  year.  De- 
mands have  been  made  by  India  and 
the  Colonies  for  supplies  of  stores  to  an 
extent  greater  than  was  anticipated  last 
spring.  The  Committee  will  easily  see 
it  is  difficult  to  anticipate  exactly  how 
large  such  demands  may  be.  In  this 
year  they  have  greatly  exceeded  both 
the  repayments  from  the  Colonies,  and 
also  the  demands  made  by  them,  for  the 
manufacture  of  stores  has  exceeded 
the  calculations  formed.  The  result  has 
been  that  the  Manufacturing  Depart- 
ment has  been  put  to  the  expense  of 
£190,000,  shown  in  the  first  column, 
for  the  production  of  stores  demanded 
on  repayment  by  India  and  the  Colonies. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  have  received 
larger  appropriations  in  aid  of  that  ex- 
penditure. The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken  knows  very  well  that  we 
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are  allowed  to  take  to  the  credit  of  a 
Vote  any  receipts  which,  we  expect  to 
receive  during  the  year.  It  is  really 
only  in  order  to  bring  the  matter  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  House  of  Commons 
that  we  have  brought  this  Vote  forward ; 
and  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  do  so 
is  by  asking  for  this  small  Vote  of  £100. 
The  nature  of  these  services  is  explained 
on  the  other  side  of  the  page  in  the  Esti- 
mates. The  hon.  Member  complains 
that  the  Yote  does  not  explain  itself; 
but  I  would  call  his  attention  to  the 
note  at  the  end,  which  thoroughly  ex- 
plains the  matter.  I  need  hardly  say 
that  the  present  Government  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  Yote ;  but  I  believe  it 
to  be  perfectly  regular. 

General  Sib  GEOEGE  BALFOUR 
said,  that  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  pro- 
posers of  crediting  Votes  of  money  to 
oe  expended  with  the  receipts  derived 
from  the  respective  Votes.  He  might  be 
justified  in  saying  that  he  had  been  in 
communication  with  the  Treasury,  and 
he  had  received  a  distinct  assurance 
that  the  greatest  caution  would  be  exer- 
cised in  preventing  abuses  in  the  man- 
ner of  usine  these  receipts ;  but,  in  this 
case  now  oefore  the  Oommitteei  the 
very  abuse  which  he  feared  was  perpe- 
trated. Here  they  had  two  Votes  lumped 
up,  and  the  receipts  from  one  made  to 
apply  to  both.  It  was  obvious,  how- 
ever, that  instead  of  £100  being  asked 
for  in  this  Vote,  the  real  amount  de- 
manded was  £74,000,  and  the  whole  sum 
needed  to  meet  the  expenditure  on  Vote 
13  and  the  sum  for  Vote  12.  He  wished 
to  protest  against  this  mode  of  voting 
the  Supplies  of  the  country,  and  he  earn- 
estly hoped  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Donegal  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  would  press 
his  objection  to  a  division. 

Sib  WALTEE  B.  BAETTELOT:  I 
think  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Campboll- 
Bannerman)  has  given  us  a  fair  indica- 
tion of  the  nature  of  the  Vote  before 
us.  I  quite  understand  that  £195,000 
was  estimated  for  stores  that  might  have 
been  required  for  India  and  the  Colo- 
nies, and  that  £264,000  is  in  excess  of 
what  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  late  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  expected  to  receive.  I  am,  there- 
fore, quite  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tion; but  the  question  which  I  wish  par- 
ticularly to  raise  to-night  is  a  question 
which  more  intimately  affects  the  late 
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Secretary  of  State,  orhisFredecefl8or(the 
Marquess  of  Hartington),  and  relates  to 
the  purchase  of  the  Small  Arms  Factonr 
at  Sparkbrook,  near  Birmingham,  which 
I  believe  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
made,  and  I  believe  he  made  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  bargain  for  the  coun- 
try ;  for  I  understand  the  original  cost 
of  the  factory  was  £175,619,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  purchased  it  for 
£50,000.     But,    having  bought  these 
premises,  I  should  like  to  know  what 
use  is  the  Government  going  to  make 
of  them  ?    We  want  to  know  whether 
they  are  going  to  make  a  central  arsenal 
of  them  r    I  oelieve  that  Snarkbrook  is 
within  about  two  miles  of  iBirmingham, 
and  is  situated  upon  a  canal,  so  that  it 
would  be  a  very  good  place  for  a  central 
arsenal.    I  believe  that  all  our  small 
arms  could  be  made  there,  if  they  will  re- 
move the  Enfield  Factory  to  Sparkbrook. 
I  think  that  about  20  to  30  per  cent 
might  be  saved  in  the  manufacture  of 
small  arms  if  the  Enfield  Factory  were 
removed  to  Sparkbrook.     I  have  always 
been  one  of  those  who  have  contended  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  central  arsenal  as 
well  as  a  central  place  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  small  arms ;  and  I  think  this  is  a 
convenient  opportunity  for  establishing 
one.    I  hope  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
will  tell  us  what  is  to  be  done  in  the 
matter.     I  believe  my  right  hon.  Friend 
made  a  good  bargain,  however,  under 
any  circumstances ;  for  if  the  factory  came 
to  be  re-sold,  it  would  fetch  a  great  deal 
more  than  has  been  paid  for  it.     I  am 
also  told  that  there  is  another  good  site 
in  the  same  neighbourhood — Holford — 
which  originally cost£ld0,000,  butwhich 
could  be  purchased  at  the  present  time  for 
£30,000  ;  that  it  is  situated  by  the  side 
of  a  river,  and  that  it  would  be  a  magni- 
ficent place  for  storing  powder  or  oUier 
materials,   and  has  a  range  of  1,000 
yards.     It   may  be  well  for  the  pre- 
sent Government  to  consider  whether 
they  could  not  with  advantage  secure 
this  other  site.    I  merely  call  attention 
to  this  matter,  however,  because  I  should 
like  to  know,  when  we  have  purchased 
these  places,  what  are  they  going  to  be 
applied  to? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  In  answer  to 
the  appeal  which  has  been  made  to  me 
by  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot),  I  have  to  say  that 
the  credit  for  the  purchase  at  Sparkbrook 
was  not  due  to  me  or  to  the  Oovemment 
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of  whidi  I  WM  a  Uocnb«r.    The  Spark- 
brook  Faetorjr  va«  parduMod  bj  Ui«aobl« 
Mart|ueM,  mj  Pr«Mli*o*«iior  ia  Office  the 
kCarqo#M  of  IlartiDgton),  aad   all  tho 
mattan    lacludM    in    this    Veto    vi^re 
authonK^d  by  him.     I  understood  from 
my  nobk*  Friend  thai  it  was  a  wise  ex* 
|M*nditure,  that  it  was  properly  incurrtHl, 
aad  that  it  would  be  a  very  ^>od  ox* 
p4*uditure  for  the  Public  6«'rTiro ;  but  I 
am   nut  entitled    to  any  credit  in  the 
aiatior  whsteTer.     With  regartl  to  the 
other  property  which  tho  hon.  and  gallant 
Itentleman  has  mentioned,  I  was  adviM«d 
that  it  was  not  necciisary  ia  the  public 
interest  that  it  should  be  acquired,  and, 
then* fore,  whcm  it  was  su|C((e»ted  to  me, 
I  declined  to  entertain  the  quention.     It 
will  be  seen  that  of  this  sum  of  £74,000 
a  very  small  sum  indeed  was  author!  r<  d 
by  the  late  Gort^mment,  and  that  was 
necresary,  as  tho  Committee  would  s^^e 
at  once.  owin|^  to  the  ««xigenctee  of  the 
Public  Herrice.     I  uliould  like  to  say,  in 
n'ferrnee  to  what  fell  from  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Memb««rforKinoardin<»ehire,  ;Sir 
George  II«lfour\  that  the  syM««m  und<*r 
whit  h  this  Vote  was  now  ajiked  for  was 
bod ;  it  was  n«*coMnry  that  tho  1!ou<m* 
sliould  be  brought  to  know  thoroughly 
the  expenditure  whirh  had  taken  place. 
It  may  seem  absunl  to  a«k  for  a  Vote 
of  £H>0  on  accoant  of  an  ex|»enditure 
which  amount*,  pt^rhaps,  to  £i'oU,0<>0 ; 
but  the  obj'ct  of  it  is  to  show  the  House 
what  the  iioremm«-nt  hare  been  obliged 
to  spend  in<*Titably  when  tho  IIoum*  was 
not  sitting,  and  when  they  had  to  set ' 
up«*n  th«*ir  own  respmftibility.     I  think 
my  hon.  and  gnllaut  Friend   Sir  (ti'^trge  ^ 
Ilalfotir   wftA  exit*4*dingly  anxious  to  l>e 
informed    that  und«r   this   fi^^item  tlio 
House  is  put  in  full  p<»f»«*iiftion  of  all 
that  the  U«irt*mmt«nt  u  doing.     Well,  • 
all  I  can  eay  in  thi«,  that  ert>ry  farthing  , 
that  the  C  ommitt«»e  is  aftked  ti>  spend  in  , 
this  Vote  has  U^on  nnsvoidably  liud  out,  I 
ao<l  I  am  perfectly  willing  and  rea<ly  to 
justify  •T«*ry  Id.  that  I  am  rseiK>naible  ' 
fur. 

Ma.  niLlNI) :  la  reference  U>  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.  and  gallant 
itontletuaa  the  Uemtx^r  for  SuMex  Sir 
Welter  B.  Barttelot,,  I  should  like  ti 
ex|dain  h<iw  the  purchase  of  the  Spark* 
bruok  Factory  camo  aUiut.  The  (to- 
▼emment  had  some  |iremites  in  Bagot 
Stre<*t,  Birmingham,  which  were  ueed 
for  the  repair  of  arms  beli»nging  to  all . 
Iha  teriooa.     Hiota  fnmtm  wita  a  j 


great  daal  too  etrcumarribad  for  the 
work,  and  as  there  was  a  favourabla 
opportunity  of  disposing  of  them  they 
were  sold,  aad  the  Hparkbrook  Factory 
being  for  sale,  the  matter  wa«  laid  beibre 
the  lato  Sh  retar^  of  Slate  for  War,  and 
he  apnroTed  of  ita  purchase.  I  belieee 
that  t04>  purchast*  wae  a  good  one  for 
the  country;  but  it  was  ma^b*  on  no 
undemtanding  that  it  wan  to  be  turned 
into  a  central  ar^nsl.  It  was  not 
made  for  the  purpoee  of  extending 
the  number  of  the  Government  Facto* 
riea,  but  m«*rely  for  carrying  out  tho 
work  of  repairing  arms  which  hsd  been 
done  at  the  Itagi>t  Street  premises. 

Ma.  WIG<fIN;  I  think  it  is  a  xvrj 
excellent  id«>n.  indc<<4!,  that  the  Oorem* 
ment  should  improre  their  works  by 
sending  these  smsll  annfl  for  repair  to 
Birmingham.  They  haTo  a  great  num- 
Iter  «if  skilled  artisans  thi^re ;  and,  as  far 
as  I  know,  there  is  no  plaoe  where  they 
can  supply  better  arms,  or  supply  them 
more  ex  p4*ditiou  sly.  than  in  Birmingham. 
I  think  it  would  ba  a  Tcry  go<Ml  thing 
if  tho  Government  can  g«*t  the  small 
arms  made  st  Birmingham  ;  and  I  ho|Ni 
tlioy  will  be  able  to  adopt  thi*  sugge** 
tion  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Sussex  (Sir  WalUr  B. 
Bartteltit  in  regard  to  extending  their 
factori«<«  in  Birmingham. 

GBMcaAL  6iu  (iKi>IUfK  BALFuUR 
said,  that  the  right  hon.  ilentlemaa 
op|>i>iite  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  would  sea 
that  in  thi^  i^»«»  of  supplement tl  expen- 
diture several  Votes  were  lumped  togi*. 
th«*r— Votes  12  and  13— as  if  both 
needed  to  be  increased,  whereas  only 
one  of  the  Vot«*4 — No.  15 — needed  the 
grant,  while  it  was  clear  that  the  appro* 
iiriation  of  rc«*eipt«  iwdely  belonffed  to 
Vote  I'i,  and  should  not  be  applied  to 
Vote  1.1.  IJnlese  they  adhered  to  the 
principle  that  the  mou<*y  should  ba  ap- 
prophate^l  to  those  Voti*s  f<ir  ahtch  they 
were  asked,  they  would  get  into  great 
confusion,  aad  they  would  be  estab- 
liehing  a  very  bad  preoedant. 

Ma.  W.  if.  SMITH :  I  do  not  wish 
to  prolong  the  discussion ;  but  I  am  sura 
that  my  bun.  and  gallant  Friend  will 
•«>e  that  it  was  neceasary  that  the  Com* 
mittea  should  U^  made  aei|oainted  with 
the  demands  made  upon  the  Exchequer 
which  have  not  been  sanctioned  by  Par* 
liament,  but  which  have  been  sanctioned 
br  the  Treasury.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
nimA  will  aoa  that  whaa  it  bacooita  a 
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question  of  account,  the  Auditor  General 
will  make  the  matter  perfectly  clear,  bo 
that  the  amounts  dealt  with  will  be 
shown  in  each  case. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-mor- 
row, 

Oommittee  to  sit  again  upon  WedneS' 
day. 

LAND  REGISTRY  BILL  [Xorrf*].— [Bill91.] 

{Mr,  Henry  ff.  Fowler,) 

COMMITTBE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair."— (ifr.  Henry  H.  Fowler.) 

Mb.  INCE  :  Having  given  Notice  of 
certain  Amendments  to  fliis  Bill,  I  now 
desire  to  state  that  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion,  not  altogether  willingly,  that 
it  will  be  bettor  to  leave  this  whole 
matter  in  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's 
Oovernment.  I  may,  therefore,  say 
that,  acting  with  the  full  concurrence  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friends  the  Mem- 
bers for  the  Brixton  Division  of  Lambeth 
(Mr.  Baggally)  and  the  Harrow  Division 
of  Middlesex  (Mr.  Ambrose),  it  is  not 
our  intention  to  oppose  the  Motion  for 
going  into  Committee  on  this  Bill,  nor 
to  move  any  Amendments  to  it  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON :  I  hope  the  Gk>. 
vernment  will  take  very  serioiisly  into 
their  consideration  the  advisability  of 
abolishing  this  Office  entirely.  The 
Land  Begistry  Office  has  proved  an 
entire  failure,  and  a  source  of  consider- 
able expense  to  the  country.  During  the 
year  1884-5  the  expenses  of  the  Office 
were  £6,206,  while  the  fees  received  only 
amounted  to  £852,  there  being  thus  a 
loss  to  the  country  of  over  £5,000.  In 
the  same  way,  during  1885-6  the  loss  to 
the  country  amount^  to  £5,325.  With 
regard  to  the  Office  itself,  there  is  scarcely 
any  business  done  in  it,  and  the  Profes- 
sion generally  regard  it  as  a  useless 
incumbrance  in  connection  with  the  law. 
To  show  that  this  opinion  is  justified  by 
the  facts,  I  will  just  mention  a  couple 
of  cases  referred  to  by  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society.  A  purchase  of  land  was 
made  to  the  extent  of  £2,900,  and  the 
cost  of  completing  the  purchase  was 
£56  6«.  9d.    An  application  was  then 
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made  to  place  the  property  in  the  Land 
Begistry  Office,  and  the  cost  was 
£124  12«.  7d.  In  another  case,  where 
an  indefeasible  title  had  been  obtained 
under  the  Act,  a  small  portion  of  the 
property  was  afterwards  sold,  and  inr 
stead  of  the  sale  costing  a  moderate 
sum,  say  £10,  after  a  delay  of  four 
months  it  cost  £25.  The  truth  is,  that 
this  Office  is  very  expensive  and  use- 
less ;  and  I  venture  to  suggest  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  the  propriety  of 
considering  the  policy  of  winding  up  its 
affairs  and  carting  off  the  papers  to  the 
Public  Becord  Office.  I  believe  it  is  a 
desirable  thing  that  this  should  be  done ; 
and  while  I  cordially  support  the  Bill 
which  has  been  brought  in,  because  it 
is  intended  to  prevent  an  unnecessary 
and  useless  appointment,  I  hope  the 
Gt>vemment  will  go  still  further  and 
deal  with  the  Land  Begistry  Office  in 
the  way  I  have  indicated. 

The  SECBETABY  to  the  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb)  :  The  point 
which  has  just  been  raised  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  St.  Pancras  (Mr. 
T.  H.  Bolton)  is,  no  doubt,  of  very  great 
importance ;  but  it  is  not  one  which  can 
be  discussed  on  the  present  Motion.  If 
my  hon.  Friend  will  raise  that  question 
on  the  Estimates  for  the  Land  Begistry 
Office  he  will  be  perfectly  in  Order,  and 
the  Government  will  then  be  in  a  position 
to  state  their  views  on  the  su^'ect.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  before  the  House  is  to 
abolish  a  sinecure  of  £2,500,  and  I  hope 
that  the  House  will  pass  it  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  because,  in  my  opi- 
tion,  it  is  greatly  in  the  public  interest 
that  it  should  become  law. 

Mb.  BYLANDS  :  Sir,  having  taken 
much  interest  in  the  question  of  the 
Land  Begistry  for  some  time  past,  I  am 
very  glad  indeed  that  the  occurrence  of 
a  vacancy  should  have  afforded  me  the 
opportunity,  which  was  at  once  taken,  of 
urging  upon  the  Treasury  the  necessity 
of  not  fiUing  up  the  Office.  I  am  glad 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  fMr.  Ince) 
has  acted  on  the  sense  of  the  public 
interest  which  he  expressed,  in  not 
going  further  in  his  opposition  to  this 
Bill.  I  do  not  know  wnether  that  is 
a  sort  of  inducement  to  the  Govern* 
ment  to  look  favourably  on  the  question 
of  salary ;  but  all  I  can  say  is,  that  if  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  gives  any 
more  sidary  to  the  Begwtrar  for  the 
dntj  he  has  to  perform,  my  hon.  Friend 
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will  fall  yerj  much  in  my  oAtimaUon, 
and  I  hopo  ho  will  not  do  to. 

MoUoa  0fr$0d  /#• 

Rtll  c^ntid^rpd  in  (^)mmUt«o»  and  r#« 
p^inif  « ithout  Amondmont. 

Hill  roAi  tho  third  time,  and  pasmd, 
without  Amendment 

IIYI>E  IMUK  n>RNKR    NEW  STUEtrTS) 
niLL.-{BtLt  103] 

Br  'tJKufii,) 
Bf.tuKU  ABADIXO. 

Ordor  for  84«eond  Hoadiog  road« 

Tin:  LOKl)  OF  the  TKEAST^RY 
(Mr.  l*i;viH4.x  Uf»wLi:'  :  Sir,  it  is 
Uftuol  for  a  Mi*nibor  e<ldrt«Miin|c  tho 
Hou!»«^  f(»r  tho  6rvt  time  to  throw  himM«lf 
u|N»ik  iti  iudiilgoDco,  which  I  am  eitre 
will  not  be  mon«  r^adilj  extende^l  than 
in  the  caH«>  ut  ht«  bringing  in  a  Dill 
which  haa  met  with  ci>nMdoraMe  oppo- 
eition,  and  which  ia  broui^ht  in  under  tho 
auepi<H*«  of  a  lK«|Mirttu«*iit  with  whi«  h  ho 
ha<i  had  the  honnur  U)  bo  ci»nnectod  but 
a  »hort  timo.  I  do  not  propt^o  to  (^iw 
tho  llou%o  a  longthjr  dw  option  of  tho 
rcaeone  for  brin^^ni};  in  thie  Hill ;  but  I 
may  A^jthat  the  noc«>««itjrfi*rit  i«bn»ught 
about  by  the  iinpro^otnonta  which 
w«Te  mmle  at  Hyde  Vark  Cornor— <^)n- 
•idorable  improvo munte  for  tho  gononil 
c«>nvonit*nceof  thopublic — in  \h*^'2.  Now. 
it  i«  u^uttl  with  rf>(c«^nl  to  n<*w  fttrootn 
that  th4»y  should  l>e  maintainod  by  thi* 
parish  in  which  th«*y  are  nituntiil ;  but 
in  thie  caim  it  rtain  ditlirulti*  •  havi* 
ari»on,  and  wo  «ometimoe  find  in  «imilar 
in»tancf<i  that  althou(;h  eroryUily  in 
Tory  anxious  that  the  sum  of  monoy 
rt'<iain*4l  should  be  found.  ev«*rTone  is 
not  o«|ually  anxious  Ui  find  it.  'Ihe  rt>a- 
s«»n  of  thce4»  dtllicultir«  is  doar.  When 
this  improvemont  was  thought  noceeeary 
it  wiu<.irn«<«l  out  bycutttiig  off  a  CDrntr 
of  Iljdo  Tark,  the  wholo  of  whi<h  wa« 
intho|»arish  of  St.  Mertin  in-thr.Ft(*ld«, 
tho  etriN^ts  of  Tict  adilly  and  (in>«vonor 
riait*  by  which  it  we^  iMiundod  boing 
in  the  parish  of  St.  (2o«irgi«'s,  llsuovor 
S«(uare.  So  that  whon  tho  <|u«<ition  of 
rt  sponsibility  for  those  i*  tts  csmo  to  be 
treatotl  of,  tho  |art»h  of  St.  llartin*ic* 
tho  Fi<*lds  *•  r«*  of  opinion  thst  thoy 
ought  not  to  Im*  callt*d  uiMin  to  boar  the 
oxpt*nse.  In  the  first  plac«\  they  said 
tiiat  the  iahabttanta  of  the  fiarish  were 
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not  benefited  by  tht*  improvement ;  that 
the  stnH*t4  on  which  th«*M»  now  strrote 
opened  were  not  in  their  pan«h.  and  that 
the  Ureon  Park  was  an  isolated  tongue 
of  Und  biOon^oog  to  fhoir  porish ;  and 
only  brought  thorn  in  a  rental  of  under 
£6,000  a-year.  Thoy  also  pointed  out 
tliat  a  grest  portion  of  the  traffic  which 

Srovi»u<ily  wont  along  Piccadilly  and 
own  GrtMiTonor  Placo  was  diverted  to 
theee  stre«  X\  and  that,  therefore,  tho  eoal 
of  maintaining  thi*  formor  was  very  much 
diminished  for  tho  jtariah  of  Ht.  (toorge'e* 
and  that  aa  thoy  had  no  houses  abutting 
on  thoflo  striH*ts  they  could  not  mooup 
thcmsolree  for  the  extra  ex])enae  by  an 
tncroaeod  tax  on  tho  houses  in  the  die* 
trirt.  Thoy  also  went  on  to  point  out 
that  tho^  new  stn^eta  were  tloarly  to 
tho  prt>lit  of  the  parifih  of  .^t.  (toorge*s, 
Hanover  Squaro,  liocause  thoy  rt»ndered 
th<»  property  more  valuable  in  Grosvenor 
Placo  and  also  in  Piccadilly,  and  they 
cited  aa  a  preco<lont  why  the  parish  of 
St.  GtHirgo  0,  Hanover  S(|uare,  should 
boar  the  cost,  the  caM  of  nidoning  I^c* 
cadilly,  the  {saving  and  levolliug  of 
which  was  paid  for  by  tho  fVimmis- 
Hionors  of  WtHids  and  Fon<«ta,  the 
subttcciuont  maintonAnce  only  being 
thrown  upon  the  parish  of  St.  Goorgo**, 
Hanover  S<juare.  Now,  in  contredic* 
tion  to  this,  the  pari«h  of  St.  Georgo'e, 
Hanover  Scjuaro,  maintained  that  it  waa 
an  anomalous  thing  that  one  parish 
should  havt*  to  support  the  roads  situated 
in  another  parish ;  thoy  alw>  said  that 
they  should  nave  Ik'vu  consulted  in  the 
matter,  and  expreesed  thoir  disapproval 
of  having  to  pay  money  to  the  oxtont  of 
£1,500  or  £1,600  a-ye«r  for  the  main* 
tenanc«%  lighting,  ropaiiing.  and  cleans* 
ing  of  theee  streets.  But,  Sir,  it  seoms 
to  me  that  tho  authorities  of  St.  QeorgeX 
Hanover  Square,  forgot  that  by  the  fact 
of  theee  new  etreeta  boiog  mado  the 
wi*ar  and  tear  down  the  nill  opposite 
St.  George's  Hospital  and  down  Picva* 
dilly  waa  very  sensibly  diminishod,  and 
the  total  c<Hit  of  maintooanco  in  conse* 
«(uonro.  Still,  es  they  said,  they  woro 
in  c(»mpleto  ignoranco  as  to  the  arrange* 
mont,  and  so  tlioy  d<*sirod  that  the  ex- 
pon»o  of  this  imrrovemont  should  be 
thrown  upon  tho  MotM|M»ittan  Ikiard  of 
Works  or  upon  H«'r  Majo^ty'*  Commis- 
sioh<  rs  of  Work«  Tlx*  iletroi»ohtan 
Ittjard  of  Wtirks  objoct«d  U^  |iay  because 
thov  said  thore  waa  only  one  precedent, 
and  that  did  not  apply^the  precedent 
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of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
having  undertaken  to  maintain  the  line 
of  road  on  the  Th  amee  Embankment.  The 
Board  say  that  they  are  not  road  authori- 
ties, and  that  they  require  to  have  statu- 
tory powers  for  the  maintenance  of  roads, 
without  which  they  cannot  act.  The 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  undertook 
the  maintenance  of  the  road  on  the 
Thames  Embankment,  because  it  went 
through  such  a  number  of  parishes  and 
concerned  so  many  authorities,  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  main- 
tenance should  rest  upon  them.  Lastly, 
the  Office  of  Works  decline  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads 
in  question.  They  say  that  they  can- 
not hold  the  country  responsible  for 
voting  every  year  the  large  sum  of 
£1,500  or  £1,600  for  the  maintenance 
of  Metropolitan  roads;  and,  therefore, 
the  best  course,  in  their  opinion,  was 
to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Metropo- 
litan Board  of  Works  as  being  a  great 
Municipal  Authority.  The  opinion  of 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  was 
accordingly  sought,  and  the  following 
opinion  was  given  on  the  20th  of  June, 
1883.  They  said  that  the  best  course 
would  be  that  statutory  powers  should 
be  obtained  to  enable  the  Board  to  de- 
termine by  what  parish  or  parishes  the 
roads  should  hereafter  be  maintained ; 
and  in  accordance  with  that  opinion  a 
Bill  was  brought  in  during  the  following 
year — 1884 — but  for  one  reason  or  an- 
other it  never  succeeded  in  getting  into 
Committee,  and  it  is  now  in  the  same 
position  as  it  was  in  the  Session  before 
last.  Now,  certain  objections  ure  urged 
to  the  proposals  contained  in  this  Bill. 
It  is  said  that  it  is  entirely  unfair  that 
two  great  Boards,  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  and  the  Board  of 
Works  Oommissioners,  should  not  main- 
tain the  roads,  and  that,  as  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  is  an  interested 
Earty  in  this  question,  they  should  not 
e  made  arbitrators  or  apportioners  of 
the^  amount  to  be  raisea  from  the 
parishes  in  settloment  of  this  question. 
But  I  shall  try  to  show  that  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  is  not  liable,  in 
the  interest  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovem- 
ment,  at  any  rate  not  legally  liable,  for 
the  maintenance  of  roads  in  the  Metro- 
polis; and  we  have  an  instance  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  under- 
taking Buch  an  operation  as  I  have  de- 
•eribedi  or  rather  of  having  powers  to 
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undertake  such  an  operation,  by  a  pre- 
vious Act — that  is  to  say,  by  the  Metro- 
politan Local  Management  Act,  1863, 
powers  are  given  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  to  apportion  the  con- 
tributions of  different  parishes  to  tho 
maintenance  of  a  work,  street  or  other- 
wise, that  goes  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  a  parish  and  exists  in  more  than  one 
parish.  But,  no  doubt,  there  is  this 
difficulty  in  the  present  ease,  which  is 
that  the  whole  of  these  new  works  are 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin-in-the-Fields 
at  the  present  time,  so  that  the  Metro- 
politan Board  is  unable  to  act  except 
by  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  Now, 
Sir,  as  briejQy  as  I  can,  I  have  explained 
the  nature  of  the  objections  that  have 
been  raised  to  the  Bill ;  and  I  venture 
to  remind  hon.  Gentlemen  who  may 
think  that  it  is  not  a  good  BiU,  or  that 
it  may  require  amendment  on  considera- 
tion in  Committee,  to  remember  that 
there  will  be  ample  opportunity  for  dis- 
cussion, inasmuch  as,  being  partly  a 
public  and  partly  a  private  measure,  it 
will  have  to  go  before  a  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee—  that  is  to  say,  a  Committee 
formed  partly  of  Members  of  this  House 
and  partly  by  Members  chosen  by  tho 
Committee  of  Selection ;  and  I  believe, 
if  the  Bill  is  allowed  to  pass  the  second 
reading,  that  all  the  interests  involved 
in  this  question  will  be  amply  repre- 
sented; that  hon.  Members  will  havo 
opportunities  of  making  their  wishes 
known,  and  that  there  will  be  also  an 
opportunity  of  amending  the  Bill  by  tho 
incorporation  of  any  other  scheme  which 
may  seem  more  equitable  and  just.  But 
I  wish  especially  to  bring  before  the 
House  the  fact  that  it  is  everybody's 
interest  that  this  subject  should  be 
thoroughly  inveetigatea  before  a  Com- 
mittee, and  that  this  Bill  is  brought 
into  the  House  as  a  protest  against  the 
cost  of  maintenance,  which  amounts  to 
between  £1,500  and  £1,600,  being  levied 
as  a  permanent  annual  charge  upon  tho 
Treasury — that  is  to  say,  upon  the  gene- 
ral taxpayers  of  the  country,  ijid  I 
ask  hon.  Members  who,  during  this 
Session,  have  shown  a  laudable  seal 
for  economy,  to  bear  in  mind  that  we 
think  that  it  is  neither  just  nor  right 
that  the  whole  country  should  be  taxed 
for  the  maintenance  of  Metropolitan 
roads,  and  that,  too,  in  the  weiuthiest 
part  of  the  wealthiest  city  in  the  world ; 
and,  therefore,  I  would  ask  hon.  Mem- 
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\wT%  to  giro  thi'ir  tupport  to  tho  Mvund    tmprorpinoiitf.      Thcrefurv,     «^ir,     tho 

rvudiog  of  tho  Bill.  I  vorj  stroog  u)»j«iti<>D  vhieh  the  nUo* 

Motion  mui*,  and  Qaction  propoiw^.    "t^W-f*  «^«  » tli»t  Uu.y  wm  atrtr 

"Th.t  th«  Bill  b«  now  r^ad  a  .!e.x,nd    ~«"«'»-l  ««'»».  matUr  m  any  way 

Ix>ui>  ALGKUNoX  PKRCY  :  .^ir.  I  thv  prof<«nt,  bccauM  tfi^a  Uio  coiui«it  of 
riMi  U>  nuivo  tliAl  thU  Bill  be  read  a  |  tho  V oatrii**  was  aakod,  whf«r«a»  in  thU 
ft4-4xmd  ttmo  thU  da?  aix  moath*.  boiauw  \  iuttaaco  it  waa  not.  Nnw,  with  r«mrd 
I  koli(*vo  that  it  ia  Lad  in  priuciplo,  and  \  to  tho  l>oo<*fit  which  it  in  aaid  thc40 
that  it4  paanagi)  would  on>at4«  an  o\  il  «trt*ota  waro  to  tho  parinh  of  St.  Uoorgo'a. 
pHHTtnlont  aa  rogarda  tho  creation  of  itn-  i  HanoTor  S<|UAn^  Tho  hon.  (ivntleman 
i>n)vctmcnt4  and  th(«  maintouatico  of  r^aiU  repreiM«nting  tho  Ti^a^urj  only  aaid  thai 
in  the  Mt*tr»p4diii.  .Va  tho  hon.  (feDtl«v  hou^»  pro]H*rty  wa*  ini-roaainff  in  Talne. 
man  opp(>«it<*  han  %aid,  thi*  rircumstant  «*s  I  do  n«>t  know  whether  he  iofonned  the 
are  aumo what  |N>cuiiar.  Tho  land  origin-  I  Ilousa  that  thia  ia  abecdntelj  the  caM» ; 
ally  waa  (tart  of  tho  (fri>«*n  Park.  Th««  I  ratlier  think  that  thu  pariah  ia  tctjt 
improvoiuMite  wrro  made  without  any  .  indirectly  lK>nt>fit<Hl,  if  at  all,  bj  theaa 
c<»u»ultatit>n  taking  idaro  b«»tw4>4»n  the*  impnivementa ;  whilo  aa  io  iha  chargt^ 
(t(lr<»mulontandtho^  oi«trii«a,i?ithi*rofSt.  :  of  maintaining  the  roatU,  tho  difTrrenco 
Martiu*in'the-Fi«»ld«  or  of  St.  <ioorgo*»,  ie,  that  iudtoad  of  having  to  maintain 
Hanover  S|uaro.  who  aro  intort»»t4*d  in  ono  road  thoy  would  hare  to  maiotain 
tho  mattor  InlUause  1  it  will  hi*  notcni  fi>ur  or  tWe.  With  n<gard  to  thepari«h 
that  thn  hill  |inivid«»«  that  tlio  Metruixi-  of  St.  Martin-in-the-Kivldn,  it  will  do* 
litan  Board  of  Wurk^  »hall  dir«*ct  tlint  -  rivo  no  lM*nrGt  whatever  from  thi  altera- 
the  ttriH  tji  Oiall  W  «h>illy  or  partiaily  I  tions.  Wvll,  Sir»  with  regard  to  thn 
undfr  tho  manuKouu*nt  of  all  or  any  of  i  qui*<itii»n  of  n^fcrring  thin  mattor  to  tho 
th(* follon tug  Botiii*^:  — that  i«tosa\,  tho  ,  alt  tr\i|M)lituu  Bo^rd  of  Work^,  it  soome 
Motrt>|<ihtiui  B^tanl  of  Work-s  tht*  VfS-  ■  to  U40  that  that  B4»atd  ia  not  at  all  a 
try  of  St.  Martiu-in-tlii*-Firl<K  and  tUo  '  propi-r  B^dy  to  n  f«<r  it  to;  and  I  sajr 
Yoetrr  of  .^t.  (i«H>ri;o*ii,  Hanover  S  |uaro,  that  if  it  is  to  1m>  dttidt^d  a  hat  portion 
and  that  tho  road**  vhall  ho  niaint.un«*d  |  of  tho  M<tn»iHilii«  i^  to  lK*ar  the  charge, 
by  thoMt  B<Mii«».  But  thore  is  another  it  fth4»uld  be  dnidcd  by  tho  Uuvommont 
ohj<-t  tiun --namely,  that  the  |4iri*<h<i»  of  tho  day,  and  nut  by  the  Metropolitan 
are  to  b**  chargtnl  aith  tho  t  x|k*uiw  ^  B«»aid  of  Work^.  1  do  not  with  to  do* 
iiirurred  in  tho  maiutonanco  of  th«  »«•  tuin  tho  Hou^^  at  any  great  length  in 
work«  up  to  tho  t)u.u  of  thin  Ordor —  explaining  the  objintiou^  to  thia  mea- 
that  \%  to  RAT,  that  they  aio  t>  1m»  '  »uro.  The  fat  t  ip,  that  when  theeo  im« 
chargi'd  for  all  thii  aithwtit  having  bin-u  ,  pruvementa  wore  mad«'  the  (Joremment 
ioi.tultttl  in  any  •io);le  r«  ^jx^it  aith  re-  of  the  day  made  a  Tery  groea  mistake^ 
gard  to  thv  iuipruvimt  nta  m  (|u«*t>tion.  they  fui got  to  consult  the  Veatrii^  Had 
Now,  ^\r^  we  ha\o  h*'ard  a  giMnl  dial  ,  thry  done  that  they  would  not  have  been 
about  tho  desiraliility  of  loiid  ac*l(*go*  in  the  |K>eition  in  which  thov  aru  now 
venuiiont  in  the  Metropolis,  and  I  hope  '  plaied.  and  they  would  not  have  been 
in  this  division  we  who  are  opikmkhI  to  oblig«<d  to  draw  op  a  meaaore  liko  thia 
the  Bdl  will  havi*  the  stipport  t'f  the  in  onler  to  whitewash  th««mselrea.  Al 
h«  n.  Moml>or  for  Shor<*<litch  Mr.  Jam<-«  \  a  time  when  we  are  talking  so  much 
>tuart  .  who  was  si  f'Io(|uet4t  on  this  ult^mt  local  self* government,  I »oth  in  and 
•ubjoit  on  I*riday  Ia«t,  b(<aus4*  tho  Yes*  ou*  of  the  Motroi»oli«,  it  ts,  I  think,  d«^ 
trifH  at  pre«4>nt  ar««  tho  rfprtMiitativ«<%  sirablf  that  wo  should  adhere  to  tome  of 
of  tho  rat<  lasers,  and  in  tho  pre%<tit  the  tirat  principh  a  of  local  gr>%'ammeot, 
r&Mi  thev  ii«'re  in  no  uay  c«>nsult«-].  nud  not  throw  upon  the  ratopayera  of 
Thi%  Bill,  therofonv  strtkt»s  at  the  ^ery  the  Metroi'olis,  or  any  part  of  it,  the 
r>ut  of  hxal  aelf-govommont.  The  eji|M  n*e  of  maintaining  works  aa  to  th«* 
(fovemnient,  in  a  highhanded  way,  do-  dvMrability  of  vhith  they  were  not  con* 
ctdc^  that  r<  rtain  improvements  are  suited.  As  to  the  remark  of  the  hon. 
nec«saary;  they  mako  thorn,  and  th<»n,  (lontloman  Mr.  I^veson  (towor  that 
without  having  consulted  the  Veatrios,  the  district  is  oo<»  of  the  richest  portit>r  « 
tarn  round  and  tliiow  upon  the  rate,  of  the  Metropolis,  it  woold  appear  that 
payeta  tha  axpanaa  of  maintaining  the   ^^  ^^^  Ueotlemco  thiaka  that  ratea 
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are  only  paid  by  the  rich.  Bat  I  venture 
to  remind  him  that  that  is  not  bo  ;  and 
the  charges  that  would  fall  upon  the 
parishes  for  the  maintenance  of  these 
works  would  have  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
poorer  classes  also ;  and  in  the  parishes 
of  St.  Martin-in-the-Fields  and  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  there  are  a 
great  many  poor  ratepayers  who  object 
to  have  these  rates  forced  upon  them 
against  their  will. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,''  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  ''  upon  this 
day  six  months*"  —  {Lord  Algernon 
Percy.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  word 
'  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Ma.  PLUNKET :  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  I  cannot  support  the  opposition 
of  my  noble  Friend  who  objects  to  this 
Bill.  It  was  moved  originally,  not  by 
the  late  Conservative  Government,  but 
by  its  Predecessor,  the  former  Liberal 
Gt>vemment ;  but  when  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury's  Government  came  into  Office 
I  had  the  honour  for  a  short  time  of 
presiding  over  the  Office  of  Works. 
Now,  my  noble  Friend  who  objects  to 
this  Bill  does  so  on  three  grounds.  I 
shall  not  trouble  the  House  with  any 

feneral  statement  of  the  purposes  of  the 
Bill,  because  I  do  not  think  they  need 
to  be,  or  could  be,  given  more  clearly  or 
fully  than  they  have  been  in  the  state- 
ment which  the  House  has  had  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill. 
But  the  objections  to  the  Bill,  as  I  under- 
stand them,  are  really  threefold.  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  objected  that  there  was 
no  consultation  wiUi  the  Vestries  before 
these  arrangements  were  made ;  in  the 
second  place,  that  the  parishes  are  to  be 
ohargea,  not  only  with  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  in  the  future,  but  also  with 
the  expense  already  incurred;  and, 
thirdly,  that  if  any  reference  is  to  be 
made  at  all,  the  Metropolitan  Board  is 
not  the  authority  to  whom  this  matter 
should  be  intrusted,  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  how  the  cost  is  to  be  defrayed. 
Well,  Sir,  as  to  the  first  of  these  objec- 
tions, I  admit  that  there  was  a  slip  in 
the  proceedings  when  it  was  first  deter- 
mined to  make  these  improvements  at 
Hyde  Park  Corner.  It  would  have  been 
more  regular,  and  have  saved  all  this 
trouble,  if  the  Vestries  of  St.  Martin-in- 
the-Fidds  and  St.  George's,  Hanover 
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Square,  had  been  consulted.  As  soon 
as  I  went  into  Office,  I  put  myself  in 
communication  with  the  Bepreaentatives 
of  those  Vestries  in  this  £[onse ;  and 
although  there  was  considerable  willing- 
ness to  assist  the  Government  in  this 
matter,  I  found  afterwards  that  unless 
a  Bill  was  brought  in  the  question  would 
never  be  settled,  and  that  the  taxpayers 
would  go  on  to  the  end  of  time  paying 
for  these  roads.  The  second  objection 
of  my  noble  Friend  is,  that  it  is  not  fair 
to  make  these  parishes  pay  for  the  ex* 
pense  already  incurred.  Well,  I  say, 
and  I  wish  to  be  frank,  that  I  think  that 
a  very  fair  matter  for  discussion  by  the 
Select  Committee  to  whom  this  Bill  is  to 
be  referred.  It  is  not  at  all  the  most  mate* 
rial  part  of  it.  Though  I  do  not  now  posi- 
tively say  that  these  expenses  shoula  not 
be  borne  by  these  parishes,  as  proposed 
by  the  Bill,  yet  I  think  that  is  a  very 
fair  matter  of  argument.  The  third 
question  raised  by  my  noble  Friend  is, 
that  the  Government  ought  to  have  un- 
dertaken this  measure  itself,  and  should 
not  have  intrusted  it  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works.  Well,  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  pay  the  expenses  in 
the  future,  there  might  be  some  ground 
for  that  view;  but,  even  so,  I  do  not 
think  the  Office  of  Works  is  the  proper 
authority  for  managing  these  roads. 
They  ought  to  be  managed,  as  all  roads 
are  managed  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, by  the  Vestries  and  Local  Authori- 
ties of  places  through  which  the  roads 
run.  I  would  submit  to  the  House,  that 
if  this  Bill  is  read  a  second  time  and 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  there 
will  be  ample  opportunity  given  to 
thrash  out  the  whole  question.  By  that 
means  the  original  mistake  would  be 
remedied.  The  parishes  would  have 
full  opportunity  of  stating  their  claims 
and  rights,  and  when  the  Bill  has  been 
considered  by  a  Select  Committee,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  main  object  of  the 
measure— namely,  that  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  should  rest  with  the  parishes 
through  which  they  run,  will  be  adopted 
by  the  House. 

Mb.  BRUNNEE:  I  desire  to  ask 
what  is  the  nrinciple  of  this  Bill  ?  In 
absenting  to  tne  second  reading,  I  under- 
stand you  assent  to  the  principle.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  putting 
of  this  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
Metropoutan  Board  of  Works  is  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  or  whether  it 
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is  that  these  parishes  and  the  Metro- 
politan Board  between  them  should  bear 
the  expenses  ?  If  it  is  intended  that  the 
management  of  these  roads  should  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
follow  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Algernon 
Percy),  because  I  look  upon  it  as  a  re- 
ligious duty  to  vote  against  putting 
further  powers  into  the  hands  of  that 
Body. 

The  SEOEETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlee)  :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  what  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  is,  and  I  reply  to  him  that  it  is 
that  the  Consolidated  Fund  should  cease 
to  pay  charges  that  properly  belong  to 
the  ratepayers  of  London ;  the  principle 
of  the  measure  is  to  throw  upon  the 
wealthiest  city  in  the  world  the  same 
burden  that  falls  on  Manchester,  Bir- 
mingham, Leeds,   Liverpool,  Glasgow, 
Edinburgh,  and  other  large  Provincial 
towns — the  duty  of  repairing  its  own 
streets  out  of  its  own  rates.     I  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Algernon 
Percy)  that  this  is  a  question  of  prin- 
ciple and  precedent.     I  think  the  prin- 
ciple of  throwing  this  burden  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund  is  bad,  and  I  think 
that  the  precedent  which  has  been  set 
in  this  case  is  also  bad.     I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  House  by  going  into  details 
which  have  been  so  fully  dealt  with  by 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr. 
Plunket).     This  is  emphatically  a  case 
for  the  consideration  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee.    The  noble  Lord  referred  to  the 
Repayment  Clause.     That  is  a  clause  to 
enable  the  Treasury  to  obtain  repayment 
in  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads  since  the  roads  were  completed. 
This  is  a  question  we  should  be  quite 
prepared  to  accept  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  upon  when  all  the  facts  have 
been  heard.  It  is  a  question  between  two 
parishes— St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
and    St.   Martin-in-the-Fields — and,  in 
the  absence  of  a  general  Local  Authority 
in  London,  there  is  no  proper  authority 
which  can  be  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  this  matter  except  the  Metro- 
r>litan  Board  of  Works.     I  protest,  as 
have  protested  on  other  occasions  be- 
fore I  occupied  my  present  Office,  against 
London  being  placed  in  a  more  advan- 
tageous position  than  large  Provincial 
towns  in  having  its  improvements  carried 
out  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers  of 
the  whole  country. 


Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  do  not  want 
to  see  the  improvements  of  London 
carried  out  at  the  expense  of  the  whole 
country;  but  I  must  say  there  is  another 
side  to  this  question.  Here  is  a  great 
improvement  which  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment have  undertaken  to  carry  out 
without  having  previously  arranged  with 
the  Local  Authorities  the  way  in  which 
the  expenses  should  be  borne.  Accord- 
ing to  the  proposal  now  made,  having 
undertaken  these  improvements,  the  Go- 
vernment now  desire  to  throw  part  of 
the  costs  of  maintaining  them  upon  a 
certain  parish  because  a  small  portion 
of  the  improvement  happens  to  be  within 
that  parish.  The  large  portion  of  the 
costs  which  will  be  thrown  upon  this 
parish  the  parish  will  have  no  power 
whatever  of  recovering  from  the  owners 
of  adjacent  property.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  however,  I  think 
my  hon.  Friends  will  be  well-advised  if 
they  do  not  oppose  the  second  reading, 
but  reserve  their  case  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Select  Committee.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  blundering  in  this  matter.  If 
the  authorities  had  acted  wisely,  they 
would  have  seen  their  way  clear  before 
undertaking  this  duty. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

GLEBE    LOANS    (IRELAND)   ACTS 

CONTIN  DANCE  BILL. 

{Mr,  John  MorUy,  Mr.  Henry  B.  FowUr.) 

[bill    107.]      SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  John  Morley)  :  I  will  not 
detain  the  House  more  than  three  or 
four  minutes  in  explaining  to  it  the 
object  of  this  Bill.  In  1870  an  Act  was 
passed  subsequent  to  the  Irish  Church 
Act  called  the  Glebe  Loans  (Ireland) 
Act|  1870.  The  object  of  it  was  to 
enable  the  Board  of  Works,  acting  on 
the  part  of  the  Treasury,  to  make  loans 
for  the  following  four  purposes : — First 
of  all,  for  the  erection  or  improv^ement 
of  dwelling-houses  or  offices  of  a  glebe  ; 
secondly,  to  purchase  glebe  land  not  ex- 
ceeding 10  acres;  thirdly,  to  purchase 
dwelling-houses;  and,  fourthly,  to  pay 
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off  debt  incurred  in  this  waj.  The 
loans  are  repayable  by  hall-yearly  in- 
stalments extending  over  a  period  of  35 
year8^£5  for  every  £100  advanced. 
They  repay  prmcipal  and  interest  at  a 
certain  rate  over  a  nxed  period.  In  prac- 
tice the  house  and  the  land  descend  from 
one  parish  priest,  or  clergyman,  or  mi- 
nister to  his  successor  as  parish  pro- 
perty. The  administration  of  the  Act 
requires  the  Board  of  Works  to  satisfy 
themselves  as  to  the  title  to  the  land, 
and  also  as  to  the  solvency  of  the  secu- 
rity offered,  and,  further,  that  the  pre- 
mises shall  be  kept  insured,  a  great  deal 
of  work  being  thus  thrown  upon  the 
Department.  There  are  three  securities 
required,  of  whom  one  must  be  other 
than  the  clergyman  who  makes  the  appli- 
cation. The  total  issue  under  the  Act, 
as  it  has  been  renewed  since  1870,  has 
been  £371,787.  Of  that  very  large  sum 
the  amount  outstanding  on  the  29th 
of  January  last  was  no  more  than 
£373  0«.  lOd.  By  this  time,  or  by  the 
31st  of  this  month,  it  is  supposed  that 
even  that  small  arrear  will  nave  been 
made  still  less.  The  Act  of  1870  was 
limited  to  expire  in  five  years,  and  was, 
unfortunately,  so  worded  as  not  to  be 
capable  of  being  continued  by  the  annual 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  and  so 
it  has  been  re-enacted  by  successive  Qo- 
vemments  in  1875,  1878,  1880,  and 
1883.  This  last  Act,  the  Act  of  1883, 
expires  on  the  31st  of  August  next,  and 
what  the  present  Bill  proposes  to  do  is 
to  continue  the  Act  for  two  more  years, 
until  the  end  of  1888 — two  and  a*half 
years  more— and  then  further  to  enable 
it  to  be  continued,  as  other  Acts  of  a 
similar  kind  are  continued,  in  the  Ex- 
piring Laws  Oontinuance  Bill.  These 
are  the  two  objects  of  the  Bill  which  I 
now  beg  to  move  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr,  John  Morley,) 

Mb.  T.  0.  HARRINGTON :  I  would 
wish,  before  this  Bill  is  read  a  second 
time,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  a  question  connected 
with  it  which,  I  think,  he  himself  will 
see  the  necessity  of  considering.  Several 
deputations,  representing  clergymen  of 
different  persuasions  and  from  different 
parts  of  Ireland,  waited  on  one  of  his 
nedeeessors  in  Office,  the  present  8e- 

Jfr.  John  MorUy 


« 

oretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevel^an), 
and  upon  Earl  Spencer,  oomplaining 
that  the  annual  pajrments  were  not 
extended  over  a  longer  period  of 
years,  and  thereby  saving  or  re- 
lieving clergymen  who  had  purchased 
under  the  Act  from  the  old  owners 
from  the  very  large  responsibility  oast 
upon  them.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
has  referred  to  the  case  of  clergymen 
purchasing  and  erecting  houses  under 
the  Act.  Well,  these  gentlemen  com- 
plain of  the  great  hardship  which  is  put 
upon  them  to  have  to  contribute  large 
repayments  during  their  own  life-timo, 
and  having  to  leave  to  their  successors 
an  entirely  free  residence  in  their  re- 
spective parishes.  They  think  it  would 
be  far  more  desirable  and  convenient — 
and  I  would  not  confine  this  to  any 
one  denomination — to  have  the  period 
extended  over  a  certain  number  of  year  . 
Several  representations  of  this  kind 
have  been  made  to  the  Irish  Oovem- 
ment  from  time  to  time.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  subject  has  yet  been 
brought  under  the  noticeof  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  present  Chief  Secretary, 
owing  to  his  having  been  but  a  very 
short  time  in  Office ;  but  now  that  I 
have  referred  to  it,  I  trust  he  will  give 
it  his  attention. 

The  SEORETAEY  to  ths  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb)  :  I  under- 
stand my  right  hon.  Friend  near  me 
(Mr.  J.  Morley)  to  say  that  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  alter  the  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitUd 
for  Monday  next. 

MOTIONS. 

ULSTER  CANAL  AND   TYRONE  NAVI- 

QATION  BILL. 

MOnoX  FOB    LEAVE. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That  leave  bo  giren  to  bring  in  a  BUI  to 
proTide  for  the  tninaferof  the  Ulster  Oaaal  and 
the  Tyrone  Narigation  or  Coal  Island  Oaaal 
from  the  Commistionen  of  Pablio  Worka  in 
Ireland  to  the  Lagan  Navigation  Company,  and 
for  other  purpoaea.** — (JTr.  Henry  B,  iW^r.) 

Colonel  NOLAN:  This  is  a  vorj 
extraordinary  Bill  to  be  brought  in  bjr 
the  OoTomment  without  some  consulta- 
tion with  the  Irish  Members,  who  have, 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  oppoeed  a  similar 
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proposal  in  two  oth^r  F^mioiu  of  Parlia* 
ment.  It  it  not  onlj  oppo«ed  now  br 
now  Irt4h  llombfTi,  but  hy  at  loaait 
throo  M <»mb6ni  of  the  ConnmiMion  which 
•at  to  connidor  tho  subjort  fivo  jream 
ago—namolj,  nijvolf,  tho  hon.  Momln^r 
who  tat  for  ('*ountT  Ii«*itrtai  and  who 
n<iw  nitii  for  an  Knglith  ronntttnoncj 
(Mr.  Tottenham )•  and  Mr.  IHck^m. 
And  I  thotild  Itko  to  know  if  I»rd 
Montoaglo  apnrorot  of  thn  m<^a^uri\ 
bdcau^o  form<*riT  h<'  wa«  oppOM<I  to  its 
prinriplo  ?  I  should  like  to  sar  a  fow 
wonl^  in  explanation  of  tho  moaiiuro. 
Thrn«  is  a  snr<>t  of  watrr  tn  tlio  North 
of  Ireland  called  Louf^h  Noagh,  of  which 
tha  nrtghlKiurinfc  farmers  coniplain»  as 
it  injuD»4  thoir  farms.  Well,  tho  Go- 
▼ornment  pro|v>s4i  to  hand  orer  a  Csnal 
to  a  (\impany  with  fl.OOO.  The  offer 
is  a  rerjr  genenttjn  one,  and  I  do  not 
n>mplain  of  it ;  but  I  rouiplnin  that  in 
tho  bill  in  which  it  is  |)ri>p«>vKi  to  carry 
out  thi4  arraDf^^omoot,  a  clau^  is  in* 
S4*rt«»d  dinlariug  that  I^ough  Neagh 
should  bo  kept  up  to  its  summer  IotcI, 
which  is  its  technical  Parliamt^ntary 
lerel.  It  is  possihio  hy  doing  this  to 
injura  the  p^tplo  in  tho  nei)(h)iourh<K>d 
of  the  I>iugh  to  the  extent  of  £Ioo.O(N) 
or  iliOO.OOO.  I  should  b.»  porfe<'lly 
readj  to  a«Hi*nt  to  the  Dill,  if  this  clause 
haring  refen»nce  to  the  koc'ping  up  of 
tho  lt»v<*l  of  I^ugh  N«*agh  were  omitt«  d 
frim  it.  The  pa^^ing  of  such  a  clause, 
b4»Mil«>4  doing  preii<»nt  harm,  may  do 
much  ihjurjT  to  th«Me  who  nisr  want  to 
r«-duce  the  livcl  of  the  I>»ugh  at  soma 
future  time.  The  Titter  Canal  is  a 
iralu**les«  concern ;  but  there  is  another 
one  which  is  still  worao.  The  l*lst«*r 
t'anal,  I  lH*lia?i%  is  of  sumo  little  use, 
thouph  a  Terr  little ;  bnt  if,  for  tho  sake 
of  this  and  tho  other  Canal  I  nentiun, 
this  dauso  is  inaortod,  whilst  doing  a 
▼ast  deal  of  harm  to  tho  farmers  on  the 
shores  of  the  Ix>ugh,  vrrj  little  g>MMl 
will  actruo  to  anybody.  As  hating 
b«*«*o  a  Meml>er  of  tho  (\>mmission.  and 
as  nerer  baring  found  any  of  the  Iri»h 
Members  supp>rt  the  Bill^not  eren 
those  thrr>iign  who%e  |«alitiea  the  Canal 
p\ss«'*^l  c«mcei?o  it  d«»*irablo  to  olft-r 
this  pnitost.  I  want  Her  Majeaty'sUo- 
Ternment  to  prooiise  to  omit  this  daose 
of  which  I  spoak. 

Tna  8E(/KETABT  to  nm  TRE.\' 
SrUY  Mr.  H.  11.  FowLsa):  It  ia 
rather  nnosaal  to  offer  oi«poaition  to  a 
BUI  of  this  kind  at  this  sta^    It 


to  me  that  tho  title  of  the  measure 
sound  like  the  refrain  of  a  rery  old  song 
that  we  hare  heard  year  after  rear  and 
seen  put  off  night  after  night.  My 
deeire  in  bringing  tt  in  so  early  in  the 
Session  was  to  obtain  the  judgment  of 
the  House  npon  it,  one  way  or  the 
other,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  finally 
to  dispose  of  tt.  If  tho  M«*mbers  from 
Ireland  are  of  opinion  that  tho  measure 
should  bo  referred  to  a  Select  Ct»mmit- 
tee,  I  shall  b««  happy  to  ermcur  in  that 
view,  and  hare  it  carefully  consid«<red 
in  that  way;  but  I  must  say  it  has  1>««*q 
repre«4*nt«*d  to  tho  Uoremment  that 
there  is  a  stnmg  f^^^ling  in  faroar  of 
the  Bill  in  the  neighbourhood  which 
will  bo  affected  by  it.  It  is  said  that 
tho  Bill  will  otM«rat<«  to  tho  adrantage 
of  tho  people  liring  on  tho  banks  of 
the  Oanal.  The  (^anal  is  40  milfs  in 
length,  and  is  ci>sting  £i.lciO  a-year, 
whilst  earning  nothing.  It  has  been 
thought  that  if,  by  handing  it  over  to 
a  Navigation  Company,  it  ronid  be 
rendfred  more  useful,  it  would  bo  W(*ll 
to  make  tho  experiment.  The  Oorem* 
ment  do  not  prt>iHMo  to  giro  the  (^om» 
|iany  more  than  Jt*3.(NN);  but  if  we  hand 
orer  tho  ( Vnal,  we  shall,  of  eimree.  put 
those  who  receire  it  under  a  strict  obli- 
gat  ion  to  put  it  undtT  thnrotigh  repair, 
and  make  it  efficiont  for  the  narigation 
of  the  diMrict  through  which  it  runs. 
The  question  is  one  on  which  we  should 
wish  the  House  t<>  be  free  to  express  an 
opinion  ;  and  all  I  would  say  is  that  this 
is  hardly  the  timo^b«*fore  the  measure 
is  priuteil  and  is  in  the  hands  of  boo. 
Meml»ers*— to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
ita  details.  If  it  is  now  read  a  first  time, 
I  would  take  rare  not  to  put  down  the 
second  needing  at  an  hour  when  it 
wotild  be  inconvenient  for  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  to  deal  with  it.  As  I  hare 
said,  after  the  second  reading,  if  it  is 
di*Mrable  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  S«dert 
Committee.  I  should  Im*  glad  to  a<Mi«*nt 
to  it.  A  larg««  portion  of  the  Irish  people 
say  that  the  measure  is  ono  whith  will 
operate  matly  to  their  adrantage.  I 
am  not  nere  to  say  whether  they  are 
right  or  wrong ;  but  I  think  Parliament 
should  pass  ju<lgment  on  it,  so  as  to  dis* 
tmse  uf  it  one  war  or  tho  other. 

Ma  JOHNHTON:  I  hope  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Oalway 
;(^olonel  Nolan^  will  sea  his  way  to  the 
withdrawal  of  his  oppooition  to  the  in* 
trodoslioA  of  the  BilL    He  takes  a  deep 
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interest  in  the  development  of  the  indus- 
trial resources  of  Ireland.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  working  with  him  on  the 
Fiers  and  Harbours  Commission,  and 
am  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  interest 
he  took  in  that  matter  and  the  ability  he 
displayed  have  greatly  benefited  the 
fishermen  of  Ireland.  This  Bill  which 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  wishes  to 
introduce  to-night  will  largely  develop 
the  industrial  resources  of  Ulster,  and  I 
therefore  trust  that  it  will  not  be  op- 

Sosed  by  those  hon.  Members  who  really 
esire  to  develop  the  industrial  resources 
of  the  country.  I  regret  that  I  am 
almost  alone  here  to-night  on  this  side 
of  the  House ;  but  it  was  not  expected 
that  opposition  would  be  offered  to  the 
first  reading  of  the  Bill.  If  it  had  been 
known  that  this  opposition  was  to  be 
offered,  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  development  of  the  in- 
dustrial resources  of  Ulster  would  have 
taken  care  to  attend  in  order  to  say 
something  about  it.  I  trust  the  House 
will  listen  to  the  views  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  Bill  will  be 
read  a  first  time  now.  I  beg  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen below  the  Gangway  not  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  developing  the 
resources  of  Ireland ;  and  I  assure  them 
that  this  measure  happens  to  be  one 
which  will  largely  develop  the  resources 
of  the  Province  of  Ulster,  which  they 
say  they  would  like  to  see  at  one  with 
the  rest  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  BIGGAK:  The  hon.  Member 
for  South  Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston)  has 
spoken  about  developing  the  industrial 
resources  of  the  Province  of  Ulster. 
Well,  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the 
House  the  extent  to  which  the  Province 
of  Ulster  is  benefited  by  the  Canal  he 
wishes  to  hand  over  to  this  Navigation 
Company,  at  a  cost  of  £3,000  to  the 
State.  At  present  the  Canal  has  an  in- 
come, derived,  I  believe,  from  coals,  of 
something  less  than  £50  a-year,  whilst 
the  cost  of  putting  it  in  something  like 
decent  order  and  looking  after  it  amounts 
to  something  over  £1,000  a-year.  If 
that  is  the  way  in  which  the  industrial 
resources  of  the  Province  of  Ulster  are 
to  be  developed,  I  think  the  sooner  the 
development  of  the  industrial  resources 
of  the  Province  of  Ulster  is  given  up  the 
better.  The  hon.  Member  says  he  is 
very  sorry  that  he  is  the  only  Tory 
Member  from  Ulster  present  at  this 
moment.    I  also  am  very  sorry  that  that 
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is  so,  because  I  should  have  liked  to  hear 
some  of  them  express  their  opinions 
upon  this  matter — I  should  have  liked 
to  have  heard  some  of  those  who  went 
the  other  day  with  an  ex  parts  statement 
to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  And 
here  I  would  protest  as  strongly  as  I 
can  against  this  system  of  private  ear 
wigging.  Any  representations  that 
have  to  be  made  to  the  Government  on 
subjects  of  this  kind  should  be  made 
here — any  pressure  which  it  is  thought 
desirable  to  put  upon  them  should  bo 
attempted  on  the  floor  of  this  House. 
The  hon.  (Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  tho 
Treasury  has  made  no  defence  at  all  for 
this  Bill ;  or,  if  at  all,  one  of  a  very  weak 
nature.  What  he  says  is,  that  the  mea- 
sure is  one  that  has  often  been  before 
the  House,  and  which  has  often  been 
opposed,  and  opposed  successfully.  No 
doubt,  he  thinks  it  only  right  that  he 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  trying  hia 
skill  to  effect  that  which  his  Predeces- 
sors have  hitherto  failed  to  do.  This 
may  be  all  very  well  from  his  point  of 
view ;  but  to  my  mind  it  is  a  serious 
waste  of  the  time  of  this  House.  It 
seems  to  me  that  no  more  effective  sys- 
tem for  wasting  time  could  be  devised 
than  that  of  persisting,  Session  after 
Session,  in  the  introduction  of  a  Bill 
which  is  thoroughly  indefensible.  But, 
as  I  have  said,  the  hon.  Member  has  not 
offered  a  word  in  favour  of  his  measure. 
In  opposition  to  the  Bill  we  have  heard 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan}, 
who  was  a  Member  of  the  Eoyal  Com- 
mission which  investigated  the  facts,  in 
connection  with  this  project,  on  the  spot, 
and  which  saw  that  the  proposal  was 
untenable.  We  are  told  that  this  Canal 
is  one  of  those  links  in  the  chain  of 
water  communication  which  is  to  lead 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  ^  to  tho 
Shannon ;  but  it  is  a  useless  link,  like 
that  one  lower  down,  upon  which  a 
former  Government  spent  £200,000. 
The  link  to  which  I  refer,  for  which  a 
former  Government  were  reponsiblo, 
was  so  utterly  useless  that  no  boat  could 
navigate  it;  it  was  so  stupidly  con- 
structed that  no  Canal  boats  could  go 
below  the  bridges  without  being  rebuilt. 
That  is  an  example  of  the  way  in  which 
the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland  carries 
on  its  business.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
some  few  people — some  few  resident  in 
the  locality  of  the  Canal— may  be  more 
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or  \fm  Mitt«fi«d  with  thi*  Bill,  and  mo* 
bablj  A  eoal  dealor  or  two,  noo-rMtamit 
in  the  locality,  will  Yh^  bonoAud  by  it ; 
but  I  would  jKiiot  out  thai  tho  whole 
dietrict,  through  which  the  Caaal  mna, 
ie  at  the  preteat  monefit  onoooimonly 
enpplttHl  with  railway  acoonunodatiaa. 
The  railways  do  not  charge  a  higher 
rat«  for  tho  carriage  of  produce  along 
their  route  in  the  aWnee  of  competition 
than  they  would  do  if  the  Canal  com» 
peted  for  the  traAc.  We  hare  no  rea«on 
to  Buppoee  that  the  railwaya  would  raiM« 
their  ratee  a  Binglo  lif.  if  the  Canal  were 
done  away  with.  Whilst,  therefore, 
there  are  no  advantages  to  be  gained  by 
the  pa«sing  of  this  Bill»  I  would  point 
out  that  it  may  have  a  very  mischieTous 
rflWt,  bocau^  it  would  render  it  impi>e* 
si  bio  for  all  time  to  come  to  lower  the 
levol  of  Lough  Nesgh.  £%'on  at  the  pre* 
sent  mom««nt  roople  living  on  the  banks 
of  Ixittgh  Neagh  in^nodicaUy  suffer 
injury  fn>m  fl<M>d«.  There  is  another 
objection  to  liilU  of  this  sort ;  there  are 
no  Ix)cal  Authorities  in  Ireland  who  are 
coaipet<»nt  to  sunerintend  their  op«»ra- 
tinn.  I  think  it  u  fatal  to  any  lUli  of 
thi«  kind  if  there  is  no  Ropres«»ntatir<* 
IlodT  by  whom  it  can  be  earned  out.  It 
is  all  very  well  for  irreepoosible  people, 
who.  in  »4>me  cases,  know  nothing  of  the 
facts  of  the  case,  t«>  promote  such  BUIs 
as  this.  I  know  that  «ereral  of  the  hon. 
Meml>ers  fn>m  tb<«  North  of  Ireland  have 
no  local  knowt«<<lge  whatever,  and  that, 
in  point  of  i%ci,  they  know  nothing  of 
the  merits  of  this  case.  I  maintain  that 
ttotil  we  get  a  Local  Representative 
Body  in  tlio  North  of  Ireland,  who  can 
r«>j*res«*nt  the  ratepayers  fairly  and 
honestly,  no  Bill  dealing  with  questions 
of  taxotion  for  drainage  and  other 
mattersjof  tliat  sort  should  h**  allowed  to 

Sets.       I  trust   my  hon.    Friends  will 
ivide  with  me  against  the  Bill  even  at 
its  present  stage ;  and  I  think  that  hon. 
(ientlemen  b«*low  the  Itongway  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  who  are  in 
favour  of  economy,  will  Mie  it  would  be 
very  much  better  to  sell  the  land  of  the 
Canal   for  the  £5,CMN)  which  it  would 
bring  than  to  ex|»ead  any  mors  money 
upon  it.     The  hon.  llentleman  the  8ecre- 
Urv  to  the  Treasury   Mr.  II.  II.  Fowler 
t«»la  us  that  this  Canal  C4>mpaay  had 
entf<red  into  a  certain  underwing.     It  | 
i«  no  OSS  to  talk  shout  the  Company  i 
entering  into  undertakings.     We  kaow  ' 
what   a  shady   public  Oompaay   will. 


undsrtake.  In  poial  of  fact,  it  will 
undertake  anything;  but  to  get  it  lo 
fulfil  its  undertakings  is  a  Tory  difBculi 
matter.  I  think  that,  unless  the  Govern* 
meat  is  able  to  offer  very  much  stiongsr 
reasons  than  they  have  done  yet  why 
this  Bill  should  pass,  it  is  right  that  tha 
House  should  insist  upon  a  postpone* 
meat  to  allow  of  further  consiaeratioii. 

Mft.  T.  M.  HKALY:   On  behalf  of 
my  constituents  in  South  I>erry,  who 
have  great  inton*st  in  the  drainage  of 
the  Bann,  I  wish  to  offer  this  Bill  my 
strongest  onposition.     We  often  hear  it 
said  that  tne  Irish  people  regard  the 
English  Exchequer  as  a  cow  from  which 
thov  are  cimtinually  drawing.      But  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  hon.  Gentlemen  re« 
preeenling  English   constituencies  that 
what  we  are  aoiug  in  this  esse  is  to 
opitose  the  abeolute  throwing  away  of 
£3,000  of  the  taxpayers'  monev  into  the 
waters  of  the  l*Uter  (Vnal.    NoWt  the 
most  astonishing  thing  to  me  is  that 
some  of  the  Members  of  the  Opposition 
who  approached  the  Treasui^,  in  ths 
form  of  a  deputation,  on  Friday  last, 
should  have  the  hardihood  to  put  for- 
ward some  of  the  statements  thsT  did. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  (8ir 
James  Corry   had  tho  superb  audacity 
to  say  that  our  opposition  to  the  de* 
velopment  of  this  (/ausl  was  due  to  our 
having  an  interest  in  Railway  Companies 
in  Irclaad.    Any  argument,  of  course, 
against  a   Pamellite   Member  is  good 
enough.  At  one  time  we  are  represented 
as  being  in  a  state  of  the  moet  wretched 
and  depressed  poverty,  and  at  another 
time  we  are  repreeented  as  having  such 
great  interests  in   Railway  Companies 
that  we  are  onpoeod  tt>  Canals.    I  am 
surprised  the  hon.  Baronet    Sir  James 
GoriT  — >becauss  he  was  made  a  Baronet 
by  the  late  Tory  Government  for  value 
r««ceived — is  not  here  to-night,  in  order 
to  dvfend   the   unjust  attack  he  mads 
upon   Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway 
for  their  action  in  connection  with  thu 
Osnal.     I  will  read,  for  the  instruction 
of    English    Memb«^rs,    one    statemtmt 
made  by  a  member  of  the  deputation  to 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.     Uon. 
<  ientlemen   will   then    understand   tho 
value  of  this  Canal  to  Ireland.    The 
Canal  is  now  making  a  total  of  £50  per 
annum ;  what  chance,  therefore,  is  there 
of    the  Company    ev«r    repaying   the 
£3,000  propoeed  lo  be  advanosd  by  tha 
State?  The  sserstaiy  to  the  Canal  Com* 
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pany — and  I  take  this  from  the  report 

la  Th$  Belfatt  New$  Letter^  which  was 

sent  by  a  special  reporter  and  across  a 

special  wire— said — 

''  There  were  26  locks  on  the  Canal,  and  it 
would  take  £10,000  to  put  the  Canal  in  work- 
ing order." 

£10,000  to  begin  with !  At  £50  a-year 
the  House  can  imagine  how  many  years 
it  would  take  to  make  up  £10,000. 

"  Two  proposals  had  been  made  for  raising 
this  sum.  The  first  was  that  the  GoTemment 
should  lend  it  to  the  Navigation  Company  ;** 

— ^that  was  a  most  cynical  and  delightful 
attempt  to  offer  adequate  security  for 
the  repayment  of  loan  and  interest — 

"  And  the  second  proposal  was  that  £3,000 
should  be  given  by  the  Government,  the  Com- 

5 any  being  left  to  borrow  the  other  £7,000. 
lie  hon.  Gentleman's  Predecessors  were  pre* 
pared  to  accede  to  the  latter  proposal." 

The  first  proposal  was  that  £10,000 
should  be  expended,  and  when  that 
would  not  wash  the  Company  were 
content  with  £3,000.  Yes;  I  yenture 
to  say  they  would  have  been  satisfied 
with  £2,000,  or  £1,000,  or  £500,  or 
anything  they  could  squeeze  out  of  the 
Gk>yemment.  I  will  not  say  they  wanted 
to  share  it  amongst  themselves ;  but,  no 
doubt,  they  wished  to  make  the  pretence 
they  were  ffoing  to  do  something  with 
these  26  locks,  and  then  become  bank- 
rupt in  the  face  of  the  public.  The 
whole  question  of  the  Oanalization  of 
Ireland  is  a  very  difficult  one.    In  my 

J'udgment,  the  number  of  Canals  in 
Ireland  is  much  too  large.  On  this 
Lower  Bann  you  are  at  present  taxing 
the  farming  population  of  Ireland 
£15,000  a-year  for  the  maintenance  of 
these  navigation  locks,  some  of  which 
locks  were  so  objectionable  to  the  peace- 
able population  generally — to  the  non- 
Catholic  population  along  the  banks — 
^at  they  blew  them  out  with  dynamite. 
The  people  argued  that  not  a  single 
boat  passed  along  the  Canal  but  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  acres  of  their 
land  were  being  flooded.  What  a  farce 
it  is  to  pretend  to  go  on  with  navigation 
when  you  have  nothing  to  navigate. 
There  are  railways  on  each  side  of  the 
Canal  to  take  all  the  traffic  the  districts 
produce.  There  is  no  boat  upon  the 
Canal,  and  yet  you  tax  the  people  thou- 
sands of  pounds  to  make  useless  works 
for  the  purpose  of  navigation,  instead  of 
letting  the  rivers  do  what  Ood  intendedt 
and  that  is  to  drain  the  land  of  Ireland 
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down  to  the  sea.  You  keep,  by  means 
of  these  useless  locks,  Lough  Neagh  to 
a  level  three  or  four  feet  higher  than 
was  ever  intended ;  but  the  worst  of  all 
is  that  when  you  appointed  a  Govern* 
ment  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
whole  subject— a  Commission  consisting, 
as  it  did,  of  the  late  Member  for  Ty- 
rone (Mr.  T.  Dickson),  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  who,  in  the  last 
Parliament,  represented  County  Dub- 
lin, but  who  now  sits  for  the  Isle  of 
Thanet  Division  of  Kent  (Colonel  King- 
Harman),  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolan),  and  that  Commission 
condemns  the  thing  root  and  branch — 
which  has  also  been  done  by  many  men 
of  independent  character — the  Govern- 
ment still  comes  forward  and  proposes 
to  cast  the  money  of  the  ratepayers  into 
the  fodtid  waters  of  the  Ulster  Canal. 
On  behalf  of  my  constituents,  who  are 
deeply  interested  in  the  drainage  of 
Lough  Neagh,  I  join  my  hon.  iViend 
the  Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Bi^gar)  in 
his  opposition  to  this  Bill.  I  thmk  it  is 
a  monstrous  thing  that  gentlemen  should 
be  allowed  to  come  over  from  Ireland 
and  pretend  to  the  Treasury  that  they 
are  entitled  to  borrow  £3,000,  when 
they  admit  that  to  do  properly  what  i« 
suggested  an  expenditure  of  £10,000  is 
necessary.  For  them  to  say  they  can 
ever  pay  the  interest  on  the  borrowed 
money  is  a  sham  and  a  delusion,  and  if 
my  hon.  Friend  goes  to  a  division  I 
shall  certainly  support  him. 

Mb.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR:  This 
is  a  matter  which  a  number  of  us  now 
sitting  on  these  Benches  have  persist- 
ently fought  against  a  series  of  Financial 
Secretaries  to  the  Treasury,  and  I  know 
for  a  fact  that  one  of  the  Predecessors 
of  the  present  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
in  his  own  mind,  did  not  approve  of  the 
Bill  which  his  official  position  compelled 
him  to  support  in  the  House.  I  put  it 
to  Members  opposite,  who  have  mani- 
fested a  much  greater  desire  than  I 
have  ever  witnessed  before  to  give 
effect  to  the  wishes  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  Ireland,  that  this  is  a  matter 
in  which  we  have  reached  practical 
unnanimity,  and  that  in  no  assembly  in 
Dublin  would  such  a  project  as  this  have 
the  least  chance  of  success.  If  earned  at 
all,  the  Bill  will  be  carried  against  the 
unanimous  wish  of  the  Representatives 
of  Ireland.    It  is  supported  by  a  Tecy 
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Bmallimmberot  men,  who  do  not  appear 
to  have  really  studied  ths  case  in  all  its 
bearings,  and  therefore  cannot  be  alive 
to  the  Tory  serious  and  joblike  cha- 
racter of  tho  measure  proposed.  I  do 
not  wish  to  quote  extensively  from  Ee- 
porte  of  the  Oommissionere  appointed  to 
examine  this  question  ;  but  I  venture  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  so  far  back 
as  1661  Sir  John  Maclean,  who  vas  cer- 
tainly very  unbiassed,  reported  that  the 
only  plaa  he  could  suggest  by  which  the 
Oanal  could  be  made  useful  was  to  take 
oET  the  lock  gates,  drain  the  Canal,  and 
convert  its  bed  into  grass  land  which 
might  be  let  for  grazing ;  that  gentleman 
adding  that  the  banks  and  waste  land, 
which  in  many  places  were  of  consider- 
able width,  might  be  let  for  tillage. 
Later  Com  mission  era  had  reported 
against  any  further  expenditure  of 
money — they  showed  it  was  perfectly 
QselesB  ;  and  they  also  showed  that  the 
loss  of  money  token  at  the  lowest  rate 
of  interest  charged  by  tho  Treasury  for 
any  advances  of  this  kind  must  amount 
aDDually  to  over  £6,000.  Now  we  are 
asked  to  make  a  drain  on  the  Treasury 
of  a  very  considorabte  amount,  and  to 
hand  that  sum  over  to  a  Company  which 
undertakes  to  do  something.  What  that 
something  is  is  not  very  clear ;  but  the 
inevitable  result  will  be  that  in  a  short 
time  the  Treasury,  as  mortgagees,  will 
be  obliged  to  foreclose  because  they  will 
not  be  able  to  receive  either  their  in- 
terest or  principal,  and  then  they  will 
bo  in  precisely  the  same  position  as  now, 
with  a  worthless  security  on  their  hands, 
and  have  to  come  to  the  Houao  with  an- 
other Bill  in  order  to  induce  some  other 
Company  to  take  it  up.  And  so  the 
game  will  go  on.  Public  money  will  be 
wasted,  and,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Derry 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  has  said,  injury  will 
be  done  to  the  agricultural  land  in  the 
neighbourhood.  They  have  done  the 
same  thing  here  as  in  many  other  parts 
of  Ireland  ;  they  have  dammed  up  the 
watercourses  and  prevented  the  water- 
courses doing  what  they  ought  to  do — 
namely,  carry  off  the  surplus  water  to 
the  sea.  I  have,  myself,  seen  tens  of 
thousands  of  acres  in  one  stretch  under 
water,  which,  if  these  rivers  were  only 
allowed  to  do  what  they  were  intended 
and  made  to  do,  might  never  have  been 
flooded  at  all.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H. 
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FowlerJ  recognices  the  evident  sense  of 
the  majority  of  the  House ;  but  perhaps 

he  would  prefer  to  have  time  to  consider 
his  position.  He  may  possibly  be  pre- 
pared to  assent  to  the  Motion  t«  adjourn 
the  present  debate.  If  it  meets  with  his 
view  of  the  present  situation,  I  will  move 
that  this  detjate  be  now  adjourned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  bo  now  adjourned." 
— [ifr.  Arthur  O'Connor.) 

TuE  SECEETART  to  the  TEEA- 
STJRT  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlke):  I  assure 
my  hou.  Friends  that  I  have  no  wish  to 
force  on  this  Bill  against  the  opposition 
of  the  Irish  Members,  Of  course,  thsre 
is  to  this,  as  to  every  question,  two  sides, 
and  I  should  like  the  House  to  hoar  the 
other  side.  I  may  add  that  the  Treasury 
are  to  be  reheved  from  £1,100  a-year, 
and  that  is,  perhaps,  the  bait  held  out  to 
us.  But  I  am  quite  willing  to  assent  to 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  on  con- 
dition that  ample  Notice  be  given  of  its 
resumption  in  order  that  all  Members 
from  Ireland  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  views  upon  the  Bill. 

Motion  agrted  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

POST      OFFICE  —  SUBMARINE     TELE- 
GRAPH   CONTRACT    (ST.   VINCENT 

to  the  west  coast  of  africa), 
besolution. 
The  SECEETAET   to  the  TREA- 
SUET  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlee)  moved— 

"Thst  the  Contract,  datttd  the  19t]idayo( 
Janusry  13S6,  for  the  construction  ol  a  Sub- 
marine Telegrapli  Lino  from  the  Island  a!  St. 
Vincent  to  the  Weat  Coast  of  Africa  be  ap. 

Mb.  HENNrKEE'HEATON  objected 
to  the  Motion  being  taken  at  that  hour 
of  the  night. 

Me.  H.H.  FOWLEE:  It  was  arranged 
that  this  should  be  taken  to-night ;  but 
I  have  no  wish  to  press  it  at  this  late 
hour  if  any  objection  is  raised.  I  there- 
fore propose  to  postpone  it  till  to- 
morrow. 

Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrou. 

SHOP  HOOBS  EEOULATIOK   BILL. 

Select  Committee  on  Shop  Houn  RoKulation 

Bill  niinii"nar«I  o/,— Mr.  Bauht,  Mr.    Bkoad- 

HCHIT,  Sir  James  Fbhocsoh,   Mr.  Tueodosb 

Fbt,  Sir  JoUH  LvBBooE,  Mr.  FRAHOtsFowiU, 


1663         Ehetrio  Lighting  Act 

Hr.  Thosou)  Boobxs,  and  Mr.  Stuart- 
Wortley: — ^Three  to  be  the  quorum. — {JSir 
John  Lttbhoeh,) 
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he  has  gained  more  experience  of  the 
working  of  the  remaining  ezieting  com- 
panies. 


House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 

One  o'clock. 
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MINUTES.]  —  Took  ik$  Oath  —  The  Lord 
Minster  (Marquess  of  Oonyngham). 

Public  Bills — Fir$t  J2«<u^iii^— Electnc  Lighting 
Act (1882)  Amendment*  (25). 

Third  Beadinff^FreBhyrateT  Fisheries  (Eels)  * 
(23),  and  pa$$0d. 

MOUNTED  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

QUESTION.        OBSEBYATIONS. 

Viscount  MIDLETON,  in  rising  to 
ask  the  noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  there  is  any 
objection  to  mounted  men  being  attached 
to  infantry  yolunteer  corps  at  the  request 
of  the  commanding  officer  if  no  extra 
charge  bo  thereby  entaOed  ?  said,  since 
he  had  placed  the  Notice  of  this  Ques- 
tion upon  the  Paper  he  had  receiyed  in- 
formation that  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
1st  Middlesex  Infantry  Volunteers,  bet- 
ter known  as  the  Victorias,  to  hare  a 
small  squad  of  mounted  Infantry  at- 
tached to  their  regiment.  The  replies, 
howeyer,  that  had  been  received  from 
the  War  Office  upon  the  subject  had 
been  unsatisfactory.  If  permiesion  were 
given  to  form  such  mounted  squad  but 
little  expense  would  be  incurred  by  the 
country,  because  the  men  who  would 
form  it  were  perfectly  willing  to  defray 
the  cost  of  equipping  themsdves  out  of 
their  own  pockets,  the  only  demand 
made  being  that  they  should  receive  the 
ordinary  capitation  grant  of  30ff.  now 
paid  to  efficient  Volunteers. 

Thb  under  SECBETARY  of 
STATE  (Lord  Sandhubst),  in  reply,  said : 
The  experiment  of  allowing  mounted 
men  to  be  attached  to  Volunteer  corps  at 
their  own  expense  is  now  being  tried  in 
six  cases.  In  two  cases  out  of  of  the  six 
the  authority  has  been  canoelletl,  and  in 
a  third  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  scheme 
can  be  continued.  Therefore  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  does  not  think  it  advisable 
to  further  extend  the  permission  until 


VENTILATION  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
BESOLUnOK. 

Thb  Eabl  of  UMEBIOK  rose  to 

move— 

**  That  the  evidence  of  John  Perej,  Eequhv, 
M.  D.,  taken  before  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  and 
Office  of  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod 
in  session  1869,  be  laid  upon  the  Table,  and 
that  the  same  he  printed." 

The  noble  Earl  said,  the  evidence  would 
be  of  much  value  in  reference  to  the 
lighting  and  ventilation  of  the  House. 

The  EiLBL  of  CAMPEBDOWN  asked 
whether  the  evidence  referred  to  had 
not  been  already  printed  ? 

The  Eabl  of  LtMERICK  said,  that 
he  understood  it  had  not  been  printed. 

Thb  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said, 
he  failed  to  see  what  advantage  was  to 
be  derived  from  adopting  the  Motion  of 
^e  noble  Earl,  especiaUv  as  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  had  been  directed 
to  Dr.  Percy's  eridence.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  ventilation  of  the  House 
would  be  all  that  could  be  desired  if 
they  would  open  the  windows  and  dis* 
pense  with  the  elaborate  system  they 
had  introduced. 

The  Eabi.  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
thought  the  House  should  be  lighted  by 
electricity,  and  they  would  then  get  rid 
of  the  heat  created  by  the  gas  falling  on 
their  Lordships'  heads,  and  a  great  deal 
of  the  misery  and  discomfort  suffered 
by  them.  The  machinery  below  for 
pumping  up  fresh  air  was  of  a  most 
elaborate  and  costly  description,  and  the 
steam-engine  required  for  it  could  be 
utilised  to  generate  the  electric  light 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  said  evidence  laid  on  the  Table 
accordingly,  and  to  he  printed.  (No.  26.) 

euctbic  ughtino  act   (1882)  ambnd- 
hxnt  bill  [h.l.] 

A  Bill  to  amend  and  extend  the  Electric 
Lighting  Act,  1882.^ Was  prt$9nUd  hy  The 
Lord  Raylcigh :  read  l^  (No.  25.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  Four 
o'clock,  to  Thursday  next,  a  Quarter 

past  Ten  o  dock. 
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DOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 
TWWtfy,  2nd  Mmrh,  1886. 


MISrTKS.]  —  Riucr  Cowtimt  —  Tovn 
lloldinic*,  mpf^mttd. 

rRiTAT*  Bill*  (i|r  Ordtr^-^Stt^md  M^dtmf^ 
l^ndoQ    and     Soatli    We«t«ni    lUilvmy  * ; 

flui  Loiuloo  W«Ur. 


PR! FATE  BUSIXESS. 

# 

EAST  LONDOK  WATER  DILI,  ^p  Cd^f). 

■SOOXD    UADI50. 

Order  for  Seoond  Reading  read. 

Miitiop  mado^  and  UuMtton  propo««id, 
<*That  tho  bill  bo  now  read  a  soeond 
time."— (Nir  ChMrim  F^iUr.) 

Motion  ef rW  U. 

Bill  road  a  •f.'cond  time. 

Ma.  TIIOROU)  UOOER8:  I  bo^  to 
more  that  tho  Hill  be  rrfvrrvd  to  a  Select 
(\>mmitt4H«  on  the  saino  U*rau  a*  thoto 
attgK***^^  jeeterdajr  bj  tho  hon.  Mem- 
l>er  for  Dtxliuin  (Mr.  (V>urtaejr)  in 
roi^inl  to  the  liambeth  and  S>uthwark 
aud  Vauxhall  Water  BilU. 

Ma.  BrXToN:  In  addition  to  the 
roaeons  which  were  giron  by  my  hon. 
Friond  ye^itenlajr.  I  with  to  add  one  more 
whr  thoM  IltlU  should  haro  a  eomewhat 
wiJor  iD(|uiry  than  it  ordinarily  giren  t4) 
a  Prirato  Ilill.  The  Bill  ilM^lf  pn>poee« 
to  abeorb  a  |n**ee  of  raluablo  property  in 
the  ahape  of  a  foot*path  which  is  very 
muoh  need  by  working  people.  The 
pn>poaal  will  enable  the  Company  to 
abtorb  pnblio  pro|>erty  without  giving 
compenaation,  and  in  a  way  in  which  it 
can  neTar  be  reetored. 

r*iL4i?rKL  MAKINS:  I  beliere  ther«« 
is  no  ODpfiftition  U>  the  coune  which  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Kiuthwark  Mr. 
Thurold  Bog«*r«  propotoe  to  take ;  and 
when  the  Bill  ia  reforred  to  a  «<el«t 
('<>mmitt4*e  the  cju««tion  rata«*d  by  ny 
hon.  Friend  the  aiomber  for  South  Wo«t 
Ketex  (Mr.  Buxton j  wtU  bo  doalt  with 
by  the  Cbamitlee  before  whom  the  Bill 
iaaent. 


Ordfrtd,  That  it  h0  nimn4  to  a  fWUct  Com* 
mittM»,  Ki%r  to  br  o'»minat««l  hy  th«  llooaa,  aad 
F<»ur  hy  the  (V«iinitt4«>  of  H«>i«cti<m. 

Ord^fd,  That  an  rrtitiona  aaalnil  tha  BOl, 
pTM^fitMl  withm  th<»  tim#  limiUvl  hy  tha 
hUn4toa  Oriara,  ba  rrfmt^  to  th«>  CooiniitAaa ; 
and  that  such  of  tha  I'dUiooT*  aa  w%y  to  ba 
h'anl  b^  thrmarl rv-a,  Ui«ir  r«»unarl,  AiT'ota, 
or  Witn«Mi«.  \i*  h^strd  op(*n  th«-tr  rHtUdoa, 
if  th«*y  think  fit,  and  Toanw*!  h«nril  m  faTo«r  of 
the  aai  afaioai  taih   l'«tit«oiia.--;Jfr.   TUr^id 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL  >y  Ordtr^ 

aKoi»?ri>   aBAiii5o. 


Order  for  Second 


read. 


<« 


Uuoftiott  pat,  and  frf^i  U. 


VOL.  OOCU. 


[raiaD 


Motion  made,  and  Uueation  propoeed. 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  aooond 
Ume.*'-(^ftr  CUrlu  Fn^r.) 

Sir  BKUNH.VRI)  SAMT'EIiWN :  I 
hare  giren  Notice  of  my  intention  to 
move  an  Amendmont  upon  tha  aecond 
reatling  of  thia  Bill  which  t«  aa 
foUowa:^ 

**T1iat  thia  Ifonai',  whiUt  not  aavilUaff  to 
conaidrr  favourably  an  apph<  fttiim  from  tha  laid 
Coa|iany,  aoW  pn^par  omditaooa.  for  pom 
to  niaka  arraiiir**fn^ota  arith  other  (*oaipaiii«i 
t«*ndinic  to  cch»n  tmite  tha  c.«t  of  tfrnoapofi  to  tha 
<4inip«nT,  rifu«a  t«*  mtrrUio  tha  mkm»  ai  a 
m«  rv  ini  itii<nt  to  a  HiU  for  niai^rlUnaoot  objacia, 
and  una4  0>mpani*«l  by  tha  o6«y  of  any  oooi* 
pa*&aaLinK  adrftOtairM  to  tha  public.** 

It  it  wi»ll  known  that  copiee  of  Prirata 
Billa  intriMliicod  into  this  Ilouie  are  not 
circulatod  among  Membera  in  tha  eama 
way  aa  other  Parliamentary  I\tpera;  and 
I  may  add  that  rery  important  powera, 
and  power*  affocting  great  queationa  of 

{iriuciplo«  mav  be  sought  by  a  Prirata 
iill  without  the  attention  of  the  Ilottee 
being  dirocttnl  to  it.    With  regard  to  the 
Bill  now  nnd<*r  oonaiderntion,  it  teeka 
to  confer  very  largo  additional  powera 
upon  the  Midland  Railway  Company; 
and  I  do  not  find,  in  tho  report  of  the 
procoodinga  of  the  Whamdiffe  meeting, 
that  any  mention  ia  made  of  aomo  rory 
oitraordinary  powera  which  I  am  about 
to  ahow  are  ioclnd<*d  in  tho  Bill.  Cltiing 
through  the  difforont  heads,  I  find  that 
tho  Bill  girea,  in  the  first  plare,  power 
to  mak«*  roads,  to  prepare  mad*,  to  ac* 
quire  land,  and  so  on.     And  then  all  at 
,  on<u«  I  come  to  an  « *nti rely  difTorent  mat* 
tar.     By  a  clauao  in  the  Bill  powors  are 
asked  for,  which  amount  virtually  to  the 
'  powor  of    amalgamation    with    other 
:  I 'ompaniea,  and  not  only  to  a  power  of 
'  amalgamation   with  other  Compaaiee, 
I  but  abaolntdy  io  a  power  of  amalga* 
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mation  with  any  Company  with  which 
this  railway  is  in  communication.  Now, 
the  House  is  aware  that  the  Midland 
Bailway  and  its  branches  extend  over  a 
wide  extent  of  England,  and  that  the 
line  is  in  communication  with  railways 
from  the  Land's  End  to  the  frontier  of 
Scotland.  Therefore  the  Bill,  as  it 
stands,  actually  asks  for  the  power  of 
amalgamation  with  almost  every  Com- 
pany ;  at  any  rate,  in  England  and 
Wales.  [An  hon.  Member:  And  Scot- 
land, too.]  My  hon.  Eriend  says  that 
it  touches  Scotland  also ;  and  therefore, 
by  assenting  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  the  powers  contained  in  it  will 
also  apply  to  the  Scotch  railways.  I  do 
not  know  whether  that  is  the  intention 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill ;  but,  to  my 
apprehension,  that  would  be  the  effect 
of  passing  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape. 
Surely  that  is  a  question  of  principle 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  considered 
by  the  House  before  the  second  reading 
is  passed.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say  that  I  believe  it  is  desir- 
able that  there  should  be  a  reconstruc- 
tion and  amalgamation  of  Railway 
Companies;  and  I  believe  that  the 
sooner  that  is  effected  the  better,  for 
this  reason — that  it  would  enable  the 
Railway  Companies  to  diminish  their 
expenses,  and  give  them  the  means  of 
reducing  their  rates  and  charges  to  the 
public.  But  it  is  one  thing  for  this 
power  to  be  obtained  by  the  Bailway 
Companies,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  in  a  position  to  lower  their  rates, 
and  it  is  quite  another  thing  to  feel 
sure  that  they  would  make  use  of  that 
power  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
when  it  is  conferred  upon  them.  I 
certainly  cannot  find,  within  the  four 
corners  of  this  Bill,  anything  which 
will  insure  to  the  public  any  compen- 
sating advantages  for  the  powers  given 
to  the  Midland  Bailway  Company  if 
this  Bill  passes.  That  is  the  point  to 
which  I  think  it  is  important  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House.  I  believe 
that  every  hon.  Member  will  admit  that 
of  all  the  Railway  Companies  the  Mid- 
land Railway  Company  is  probably  the 
one  which,  on  the  whole,  has  done  more 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  than  any 
other  Railway  Company.  I  candidly 
acknowledge  that  they  were  the  first 
to  introduce  a  system  of  running 
trains  at  a  comparatively  cheap  and 
uniform   rate   of   fares.    But   that  ia 

*Sft>  B0mhard  Samuilwn 


not  a  reason  why  we  should  not  take 
precautions  in  order  to  be  certain  that 
the  powers  we  grant  to  them  will  be 
used,  not  only  to  their  own  advantage, 
but  also  to  the  advantage  of  the  pubUo. 
Evidence  was  given  before  the  Railway 
Rates  Committee,  which  sat  during  two 
Sessions,  that  certain  promises,  which 
the  Midland  Railway  held  ont  when 
they  applied  for  an  extension  of  their 
system,  have  not  altogether  been  ful- 
filled. I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  facts 
of  the  case  myself;  but  I  think  there 
are  hon.  Members  in  the  House  who 
will  be  able  to  give  information  upon 
the  matter.  However  honest  a  Railway 
Company  may  be,  I  think  it  is  our  duty 
in  this  House  to  see  that  the  public  in- 
terests are  safeguarded.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion in  which,  at  any  rate,  we  ought  to 
know  that  the  attention  of  any  Commit- 
tee to  whom  the  Bill  may  be  referred 
will  be  fully  drawn,  and  that  the  inten- 
tions of  the  House  will  be  fully  indicated 
and  distinctly  understood — namely,  that 
if  increased  powers  are  to  be  given  to 
this  or  any  other  Railway  Company, 
some  compensating  advantages  to  the 
public  will  be  looked  for.  For  this  rea- 
son I  beg  to  move  the  Resolution  which 
I  now  submit. 

Mr.  HICKMAN:  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seconding  the  Motion,  and  I 
ask  for  that  indulgenoe  of  the  House 
which  is  usually  accorded  to  those  who 
address  it  for  the  first  time.  I  promise 
to  be  as  brief  as  possible.  My  ipounds 
of  opposition  to  the  Bill  are  quite  dis- 
tinct and  separate  from  those  of  the  hon. 
Baronet.  I  object  to  the  Bill  because, 
on  a  former  occasion,  in  Private  Bill 
legislation,  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany held  out  to  the  great  iron  distriets 
of  Staffordshire  certain  expeetationa, 
and  gave  certain  pledges,  which  they 
have  since  altogether  ignored  and  re- 
fused to  carry  out.  The  hiatory  of  the 
transaction  to  which  I  refer  is  shortly 
this.  In  1882  a  Bill  was  promoted, 
called  the  Wolverhampton,  Walsall,  and 
Midland  Junction  Railway  BilL  In 
opening  the  case  before  the  Commons 
Committee,  Sir  Edmund  Beekett  said 
that  the  object  of  the  line  was  not  to 
serve  mere  local  purposes,  but  to  intro- 
duce the  Midland  system  into  Stafford- 
shire. Although  this  was  nominally  a 
Pnvate  Bill,  the  Midland  Company  p«d 
the  expenses  of  promoting  it,  and  they 
have  since  made  the  line.    It  is  now  in 
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thoir  poMSttton,  And  worked  by  Ui4»id. 
8tr  J«aM  AUport,  Iho  th«a  (}<»oerttl 
Maaairer  of  ihe  lli<Jlaiid  BailwAv,  in 
his  eridfoce  b<*foro  ihe  (\>mmoii«  Com* 
mitt**,  WM  ftskcd  this  Qucsliott— 


•• 


'  Th«  pr(>moU*n  «n<l  ironouwtrrv  my  that  if 
ynq  fH  to  WfiUfrhAmptoii  thor  will  haro  «  r»- 
dortioa  of   imtss.     Vin^i  b  foar  opinion  <4 

Th«  aiuwiw  wa«— 

**  I  haro  alvati  brcn  of  opintim  that  the  rmtr« 
of  the  South  StAtfonlthirv  atstrict  an*  t4M>  hiirh. 
\Vit  hsTe  had  no  cootml  of  them,  llic  I<on don 
and  North  Wratrm  arr  the  poftpU  «ho  have 
find  the  rat^-a,  tut  tho\  mtr*  t«w  high/* 

Id  aaawsr  to  another  Question  Sir 
Jnmes  Allport  Mud — 

**  I  havo  no  heaitation  in  Mfimr that,  in  look* 
inff  at  other  iron  diatncta,  the  South  Mallard* 
•hirv  ralea  are  toi>  high.** 

lie  WM  nskod  if  there  vottld  be  n  prr* 
ouuient  reduction,  end  his  nnswer  wes — 

-  I  abottid  think  ao.** 

8ir  Jsmes  AU|K>rt  was  th^n  nsk^^ 

'*  Supf*"**  that  y-'Q  and  the  l/(>nJ  ^n  and 
Ni.rth  Wc«trm  (''.rei-ftny  r*  t  t<»  !•  fcVTh-*!*, 
and  tlm  c«»fnc  to  an  arranf^-mmt :  wnuld  that 
arratiKmrtit  ha  p<  muinent  or  t<*mp(»rary  t  " 

Sir  Jsmi'a  AUp^rt  seid,  in  rrplj — 

**  I  tanu'it  irM<*  )oa  a  lirit4*r  lllaatrmtioQ  th\n 
m)  %i  mt  an*  di  <r.f(.  »hi  n*  mo  h«%e  it  t  ntinly 
in  tHir  own  hand«.  Wc<  <  harir**  at  prr«rnt  fn>m 
tl.«»  Marrlry  irun«orka  to  London  \0$.  *td.  prr 
t..n/* 

Question  •» 

•*  Who  comp^tea  with  yon  thrn*?*' 

Answer — 

**  Kol-idy  .  it  i«  mtirrl/  on  onr  own  line,  and 
iti«'tK<r  lut  fU  <ir  llf  Fr-m  S.uth  Suf* 
f  •rd»hir«'  it  i»,  I  Nli«^r>.  |\t.  I  i  innct  n\yt 
4n«  britrr  anaw«T  than  that" 

A^hlHl— 

*•  What  is  the  diffartncs  hetwvett  tha  dis- 
tanc««  /• 

The  answer  was— 

**  Tha  dtalanoe  from  HtaTel«>y  to  I>wd<«  ia 
Sraatrr  than  fnm  W«4T«TftMnpt'in.  That  abova 
what  tha  Midland  (Vimpany  du/' 

Now,  StavMer  is  H9  miles  from  Lr>n- 
don,  and  Uinninfcham  onhr  119;  but 
th«*  Utrmingham  rate  is  \h$.  V»t  119 
mi  lee,  while  the  Htarelf^j  rati*  is  oqIj 
\%9,  ^i,  ffir  Htf  milre.  Sir  James  All |v>rt 
rspealMl  tht*  same  ericUnro  b<*fore  a 
(\immittc«e  of  the  IIouso  of  I»rtls  ;  and 
hn  added  that  his  (%Mnpanj  had  done 
Torj  little  in  liMaflbrxUhir^  in  respect  of 
the  London  trade,  which,  he  said,  was 
owing    to   the  ewcieeiiee  gradieota  on 


I  their  existing  liaee.    He  was  asked 
Qaeettoa-— 

**  If  yon  conid  ffvi  a  Una  mora  ntttaKU  for 
the  trnAr,  yoq  wiinld  ho  inrliiuid  to  pnah  thai 
tfnda  to  a  ounaidenblo  ettaot  F  ** 

Answer  «- 

•*  Yea." 

Question^ 
**  Evan  by  rompeting  ratra,  if  aacaamry  ^  ** 

Answer*- 

**  Yea ;  there  ia  no  rraaon  why  wa  ■hould  nf>t.** 

He  was  then  asked  bj  Karl  Forti*soue— 

**  Are  the  MidUnd  <  V»mpnny  prepared  to  bind 
thrmtcUra  permaorntly  to  tsko  lowtT  rataa 
under  the  lUuao  in  the  Art  of  l\M'lianiant  \  ** 

Answer — 

«*Ko:  I  do  not  think  the  IlidUnd  <*<rtn- 
!>•'•>  «  ili.  !'•  %-i«i  iif.«t'V«r  rit«a  are  pn| 
in  a  1  ..1  (  f  It  .•  kind  «uUid  lo*  htiiditiK  <>n 
Ihi*  »h.  :•  MttlUnd  ayetrm.  I  think  tha  Mid* 
land  <'*>in|iany,  who  ha«e  d«-«rlop««l  the  iron* 
atone  and  vanuua  tradra  upon  thetr  Una.  would 
b«*  a  icUAfante**  to  tha  tra<J«»  that  the  Midland 
(\impanjr  wuuid  put  ihcm  on  the  aam<*  fuutmg." 

That  is  to  ear,  the  muuo  ftiotine  as 
Starsley.  Well,  Sir,  whi^nthokliJland 
ComfMtny  made  that  railway,  the  Iitm 
Maatcrs*  Aa*i#kctation  of  Staflordahtresp* 
pli(  «l  to  Sir  James  Allport  to  rrdooni  th«* 
pI<H](f«»s  ho  had  giri*n.     But  ho  said — 

**  We  cannot  without  the  <  ttnavnt  of  44hrr 
('« tfi{i«ni«« .  He  hi%r>  rtitf  rrd  intt>  an  a*;?**- 
menl  with  other  <'•  mpanua,  and  without  them 
wa  cannot  rnJufr  uar  ratra.*' 

Now,  what  we  comnlain  of  is  that  such 
a  combination  should  hare  b<«en  entennl 
into.  I  Tentnre  to  say  that  it  is  an  un* 
holy  combination,  beraitee  the  result  of 
it  is  this  —thst,  although  woctmld  easily 
satisfy  a  particular  (\>mpan3r  that  it  ia 
to  their  tnterMt  to  reduce  eertain  ratoe 
and  chargee,  they  are  unable  to  do  it, 
because  the  othfr  Companiee  with  whom 
they  are  acting  will  notagn«e«  HuptMiae, 
for  instanc4%  a  trader  go4<a  to  the  ten- 
don and  North-\V<*atem  Railway  (\im» 
pany  in  order  to  gri  a  rate  betw«*en  two 
stations  on  their  linn  ;  the  Omipany  sc^ 
that  their  tralRc  would  b<«  iocrrased  bv 
granting  a  rate ;  but  they  eannot  do  it 
without  baring  first  obtainM  the  c^m* 
sent  of  the  Ureat  Wentfrn  and  the  If  iJ* 
land  dmpaniea.  As  they  arac(im|)eting 
with  each  other  for  tht*  traAc,  it  is  im- 
piaaibl«»  to  tibtain  th«*ir  consent ;  and  the 
etTecl  is  that  no  re«lu«^  ratea  are  se* 
cured.  Driginallj  thi^re  was  only  ono 
railwaT  to  lirerpoiil ;  but  sinr<«  that  day 
two  other  Compaaiee  have  Uai*e  to  Lircr^ 
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pool.  Nevertheless,  smce  this  competi- 
tion has  existed  the  rates  to  Liverpool, 
instead  of  having  been  lowered,  have 
been  increased  by  25  per  cent,  and  our 
rates  in  Staffordshire  are  higher  at  this 
moment  to  ports  of  embarkation  than  in 
any  district  in  the  world.  I  believe  that 
there  is  no  case  in  which  the  charges 
are  so  high  as  in  South  Staffordshire. 
We  had  thought  that  when  the  Midland 
Company  obtained  their  Bill  we  should 
have  had  some  reduction  ;  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  we  have  got  none.  I 
ask  this  House,  therefore,  to  mark  in  a 
solemn  manner  their  feeling  that  they 
object  to  pledges  of  this  kind  being 
given  if  they  are  to  be  followed  by  a 
refusal  to  carry  them  out.  I  beg,  Sir, 
to  second  the  Besolution  which  has  been 
moved  by  the  hon.  Baronet. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  ont  from  the  word  "  That  "  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  thii  House,  whilst  not  unwilling  to  consider 
fayoursbly  an  application  from  the  said  Com- 
pany, under  proper  conditions,  for  power  to 
make  arrangements  with  other  Companies  tend- 
ing to  eoonomise  the  cost  of  transport  to  the 
Companjr,  refuses  to  entertain  the  same  as  a 
mere  incident  in  a  Bill  for  miscellaneous  ob- 
jects, and  unaccompanied  by  the  offer  of  any 
compensating  adyantages  to  the  public. — (^i> 
Bemkard  Samuelson,) 

Question  proposed,  <*  That  the  words 

Sroposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
tuestion." 

Mr.  MAPPIN  :  I  do  not  think  that  the 
arguments  which  have  been  advanced  by 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  moved  and 
seconded  the  Eesolution  are  such  as  to 
justify  the  House  in  taking  this  Bill  out 
of  the  ordinary  course.  It  has  been  ad- 
mitted that  the  Midland  Bailway  Com- 
pany have  always  been  desirous  of  con- 
sulting the  interests  of  the  traders. 
This  is  hardly  a  question  which  can  be 
discussed  in  this  House ;  but  all  ques- 
tions in  regard  to  rates  may  be  discussed 
before  a  Select  Committee ;  and  will  the 
hon.  Members,  or  anybody  else,  say 
that  this  is  a  ground  for  objecting  to 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  in  order 
to  insert  in  the  measure  provisions  of 
an  unusual  character  ?  We  have  been 
led  to  believe  that  a  Bill  will  be  intro- 
duced shortly  into  the  House  which  will 
deal  specially  with  the  subject  of  the 
railway  rates  of  all  Companies ;  but  if 
questions  of  this  kind  are  to  be  dealt  with 
m  Private  Bills,  the  expense  which  will 
be  entailed  npon  the  promoters  of  such 
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Private  Bills  will  be  enormous.  I  think 
the  clauses  which  are  inserted  in  the 
Bill,  as  it  now  stands,  are  very  reason- 
able clauses.  We  must  consider  the 
immense  competition  which  Hallway 
Companies  have  to  meet.  We  must 
also  remember  that  these  Companies  are 
compelled  to  run  daily  a  superfluous 
number  of  trains,  far  beyond  what  the 
Companies  require,  in  order  to  afford 
facilities  for  their  traffic.  I  believe 
there  are  about  40  passenger  trains 
daily  from  Manchester  to  London ;  and 
when  we  know  that  many  of  these  trains 
are  not  half-filled,  it  is  apparent  that  in 
some  cases  they  do  not  pay  their  work- 
ing expenses.  Under  these  circum> 
stances,  I  do  not  think  the  House  will 
be  prepared  to  say  that  a  clause  of  this 
kind  to  compel  Bailway  Companies  to 
make  terms  with  their  competitors  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  securing  the  public 
convenience  ought  to  be  inserted.  Tho 
clause  as  it  stands  in  the  Bill  is,  I  be* 
lieve,  a  wide  one ;  but  it  may  be  altered 
in  Committee,  and  special  terms  laid 
down  on  which  the  Midland  Bailway 
might  be  able  to  base  its  arrangements. 
I  trust  that  the  hon.  Baronet  will  not 
feel  called  upon  to  press  his  objections 
to  this  Bill.  If  the  Bill  is  sent  up  to  a 
Committee  in  the  same  way  as  otlier 
Private  Bills,  I  believe  that  the  interests 
of  the  public  will  be  protected,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  the  interests  of  the 
Midland  Bailway  will  also  be  studied. 

Sib  JOSEPH  PEASE :  I  hope  the 
House  will  allow  me,  for  a  few  moments, 
to  refer  to  the  general  question  which 
has  been  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Hickman)  below 
the  Gungway.  I  think  that  he  has  hit 
the  nail  on  the  head  in  the  observations 
he  has  made.  He  complains  that  after 
the  traders  of  Staffordshire  had  sup- 
ported the  Midland  Bailway  Company 
in  opposition  to  another  line  they  failed 
to  obtain  the  benefits  which  they  hoped 
to  secure  for  the  district.  I  believe  that 
Parliament  has  done  gr^at  injury  by 
granting  competing  lines  of  railway, 
instead  of  regulating  those  which  al- 
ready existed.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  Hallamshire  Division  of  the  West 
Biding  (Mr.  Mappin)  has  referred  to 
the  fact  that  Bailway  Companies  are 
compelled  to  run  duplicate  trains  at  an 
enormous  loss;  but  so  long  as  this  is 
the  case,  and  so  long  as  this  minoua 
system  of  oompetition  is  oarried  on  and 
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A^1cf«<I  for  hy  the  tr«d«r«,  the  trndcM  of 
th*»  country  will  hare  to  mmplain  of  th<« 
M*riJurt  of  tho  Rail  way  (\>mpaiii<*(i,  and 
cif  the  high  tolla  charged  by  Companiot 
which  uiM*d  to  run  aa  competing  rail- 
ways, but  who  art*  now  cotnpelled  to 
«(>rk  in  r>opcratinn.  Hie  en(*ct  of  all 
our  system  of  railway  legislation  has 
bi^on  to  oblige  th«>  Railway  Companit^s 
to  raiAo  double  and  tn*blo  the  amount 
of  capital  which  the  country  roouin^s 
for  the  conrt«yanco  of  its  traffic.  If  the 
Hou»o  will  allow  this  Bill  to  go  to  a 
(^ommittoo  with  the  Amendm(>nt  mored 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Banbury 
,8ir  Bemhard  8amnel<Hjn),  all  th«^* 
queeiions  will  Im»  carefully  considered, 
and  the  Midland  rom|>any  enabled  to 
make  arrangements  which  will  suit  the 
interests  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  WiUUiN  :  My  hon.  Fnend  the 
Member  for  Banbury  Sir  Bombard 
Samuels«m!  has  admitted  that  no  (.\)m- 
|>any  has  tv  ted  more  liberally  and  nioro 

f;i'ner<iUAly  to  the  public  than  the  Mid- 
and  (Company.  1  happen  to  know 
something  aliout  that  (*<Mnpany ;  I  know 
the  l>irtKtor«  penu)nslly ;  and  I  know 
that  th«<y  all  fe«*l  that  the  int<»rests  of 
the  Midland  Railway  are  bound  up  with 
the  inter«*sta  and  nr>9|>erity  of  the  coun- 
try. They  hare  done  everything  to  de* 
\elopand  increase  the  trade  of  thoii>un- 
try.  This  Bill  will  giro  int-reaMMl 
fii«  ill  ties  to  the  <*»tnpany  for  making 
lM«!tcr  arrangcmentH  with  regard  to 
(t,m|>eting  railways,  by  means  of  which 
a  r«>>lu(tion  in  th««  numbiT  of  trains  and 
a  considerablo  sating  in  tlie  imrking 
expen*es  of  the  line  may  be  etre<t«Hl. 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
Mr.  Hickman)  has  a  grievance,  bts 
pro(H»r  plan  is  to  go  b«*fon»  the  (^lm• 
mittee ;  and  therefore  I  hope  the  House 
will  take  the  course  in  regard  to  this 
Bill  which  it  ususHt  takes  on  other 
i^  casions — that  is,  that  they  will  allow  the 
Bill  to  be  read  a  iM*<«md  time  and  setit 
to  a  8<*lf«ct  (\>mmitte«%  b«*f4iro  whom  anT 
sugiftistion,  any  gri(>vanee,  ur  any  rei  om- 
Uit-ndatious  will,  d«tubtl<  mi,  be  prup<»rly 
ntten<l«d  to.  I  hot>o  the  hon.  M<'mb*T 
for  Banbury  will  be  sjti*tifHl  «i*h  the 
clause  alr^»adyct»ntainiHl  in  the  Bill,  and 
that  he  will  not  pre«s  the  .Vmmdment. 

Ma.  MAUN  I  AC:  My  hon.  Friend 
who  s]Mik«*  after  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment  (Mr.  Mappin  said  that 
there  was  no  reason  for  taking  this  Bill 
out  of   the  ordinary  coarse.     Now,  I 


think  that  there  is  erory  reason  for  doing 
so.  The  Bill  itself  ap|»ears  to  involve  a 
new  departure  from  railway  legislation  ; 
and  I  venture  to  assert  that  in  the  Mid- 
land  <  ^ountii's  thert«  is  universal  dissatis* 
faction  as  to  the  way  in  which  those 
V  luntiea  are  served  by  the  Railway  Com* 

Kni«'S.  There  is  not  one  of  them  which 
a  not  ti«Hl  down  and  bound  ita  own 
hands  by  agre<»monta  with  other  Com* 
panies  which  render  it  utterly  impoa* 
»ible  for  them  to  do  justice*  to  the  people 
who^e  interests  they  ought  to  ser%*e. 
To-day  we  hear  the  old  story — let  the 
Bill  bi'  read  a  set^imd  time,  and  it  can  bo 
amendinl  in  Committee.  We  have  heard 
that  over  and  <»ver  again  in  thia  llonae 
for  the  last  30  years.  A  Railway  Com* 
pany,  bo  it  remembered,  goea  into 
a  Parliamentary  Committer*  with  the 
money  of  the  sliareholdera ;  it  obtaina 
the  most  expensive  legal  advice  that 
can  bo  got ;  perhaps  it  gets  bt^aten  one 
y<»ar;  but  it  will  be  found  that  the  next 
year  the  same  measun*  is  brought  for- 
ward again.  W*hat  is  the  result  of  this  ? 
The  op|K>nents  have  exhausted  their 
moans  and  their  money  in  opposing  it 
in  the  first  instanre.  K\  eryon<»  conn^^-tcd 
with  the  Midland  (^ompany  is  aware  of 
that  fact,  and  knows  very  well  that  it 
has  b4)en  g<ung  on  for  years.  The  Mid* 
land  (\»mpany  hns  b4H*n  asking  every 
year  for  fresh  legislation ;  not  only  have 
thi*y  dealt  with  the  question  of  rate*, 
but  it  is  im]x  HMble  to  t«ll  in  a  Bill  of 
this  »«»rt  what  oue»tion  is  not  dealt  tuith ; 
and  1  defy  anybody  to  say  what  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  may  not  do.  I  think  there 
ought  to  l>e  S')me  better  motle  of  ascer- 
taining the  nature  of  the  provisiona  of 
IVivate  Bills,  so  that  the  public  nay 
know  at  once  what  is  really  going  to  be 
pro{K)sed.  I  ho|H»  that  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Banburv  .Sir  Bemhard 
Samuel s«)n;  will  not  take  the  disinte« 
rested  a4lvice  whirh  has  been  given  Xo 
him  ;  that  he  will  not  all<»w  this  Bill  to 
go  into  (  ommittee  ;  but  that  he  will  take 
the  »en«e  of  the  Hnuse  up<»n  thia  new 
df'parture  in  railwav  legislation. 

SiaRICHARU  i*AUCT:  I  have  no 
desire  to  find  fault  viith  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  for  the  course  it  has 
taken;  but  I  simply  wi«h  to  say  that 
we  have  no  evider.ce.  if  the  House  re- 
fuses to  accept  this  Resolution,  that  the 
matter  can  be  dealt  with  in  Committers 
and  for  this  reas'in^that  the  intcreeta 
of  the  general  public  are  not  repreecnled 
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upon  a  Oommittee,  nor  do  the  public 
appear  before  the  Committee.  The  only 
questions  fought  are  the  interests  of 
rival  Companies,  and  the  public  haye 
nobody  to  support  them,  so  that  it  is  in 
Tain  to  attempt  to  get  their  interests 
considered.  It  is  invariably  the  case 
that  a  Select  Committee  upstairs  only 
deals  with  those  questions  which  are 
fought  out  in  the  interests  of  rival  rail- 
ways. I  think  this  is  not  a  Bill  which 
ought  to  go  before  a  Committee  without 
some  such  Eesolution  as  that  which  my 
hon.  Friend  has  prepared ;  and  there- 
fore I  give  my  hearty  support  to  the 
Amendment. 

Thb  president  of  thh  BOAED 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  MulcrELLA) :  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Banbury  Di- 
vision of  Oxfordshire  (Sir  Bern  hard 
Samuelson)  is  perfectly  justified  in  op- 
posing this  Bill  as  it  stands ;  and  unless 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  are  pre- 
paredy  as  I  understand  them  to  be,  to 
accept  a  clause  safeguarding  the  in- 
terests of  the  public,  I  shall  certainly 
oppose,  or  ask  the  House  to  postpone, 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  until  some 
arrangement  with  the  Company  can  bo 
made.      This  Bill  contains,  no  doubt, 

Sowers  of  amalgamation  quite  unprece- 
ented  in  an  Omnibus  Bill  of  this  cha- 
racter. '  I  do  not  say  that  these  powers 
may  not  be  most  desirable,  not  only  in 
the  interests  of  the  Company,  but  of  the 
public.  No  doubt,  the  principle  of  com- 
petition has  in  many  instances  been 
carried  to  an  unreasonable  length.  A 
large  number  of  trains  are  run,  many  of 
which  are  comparatively  empty ;  and  it 
is  time  that  some  better  means  were 
oome  to  for  putting  an  end  to  the  waste- 
ful system  of  management  now  pursued 
by  Riailway  Companies.  But  this  House 
has  a  right  to  know,  before  assenting  to 
a  Bill  of  this  character,  the  nature  of  the 
arrangements  proposed  by  the  Company ; 
and  we  have  a  right  to  be  told  what  ad- 
vantage the  public  will  derive  from  it. 
A  perfectly  correct  account  has  been 
given  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton (Mr.  Hickman)  in  regard  to  the 
Midland  Company  and  its  dealing  with 
the  traders  oi  South  Staffordshire ;  but 
I  think  that  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Member  would  have  been  more  appro- 
priate on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
which  I  hope  to  introduce  to  the 
House  next  Monday.  This  is,  un- 
doubtedly, a  caae  for  investigation  and 
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inquiry,  and  possibly  a  case  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners themselves.  A  clause  has, 
however,  been  submitted  to  the  Rail- 
way Department  of  the  Board  of  Trado 
to-day  on  behalf  of  the  Company 
which,  if  introduced  into  the  Bill,  will 
provide  that  any  agreement  made  under 
the  powers  of  the  Bill  shall  receive  the 
assent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  of  some 
tribunal  nominated  by  that  Department. 
That  clause  is  as  follows : — 

"  Any  agreement  made  under  the  powers  of 
this  Act  shaU  he  subject  to  the  aporoTal  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  or  a  tribunal  to  he  nominated 
by  them  in  that  behalf  in  manner  prorided  by 
Part  III.  (relating  to  Working  Agreemeota)  of 
'  The  Railwav  Clauses  Consolidatioa  Aot,  1863  ;' 
and  in  considering  any  agreement  •abmstted  to 
them  for  approval  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  such 
tribunal  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  due  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  public  and  of  other  railways, 
and  may  attach  to  their  approval  of  any  agree- 
ment such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may 
think  necessary  or  just  for  the  public  protection 
and  advantage,  and  for  the  security  of  any  other 
Railway  Company  or  Companies. 

I  should  not  have  been  prepared  to 
assent  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
if  I  had  not  received  information  from 
the  officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade  that 
this  clause  is  to  be  introduced,  and  that 
they  are  satisfied  with  it.  I  tru(t  that 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Hallamshire  Division  of  the  West  Biding 
(Mr.  Mappin),  who,  I  believe,  represents 
the  Company  here,  will  be  prepared  to 
engage  on  the  part  of  the  Company  that 
if  the  Bill  is  read  a  second  time  this 
clause  will  be  introduced  into  it.  If  not, 
I  must  certainly  oppose  the  second 
reading. 

Mn.  MAPPIN :  I  have  no  instracUons 
to  do  so. 

Mb.  MTJNDELLA  :  If  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber on  behalf  of  the  Midland  Company 
will  accept  the  clause,  I  will  ask  the 
House  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
second  time;  because  I  certainly  con- 
sider that  some  of  the  powers  which  it 
asks  for  are  very  desiraole.  I  have  no 
wish  to  protract  the  further  procedure 
in  regard  to  this  Bill,  if  there  is  an  un- 
derstanding that  this  clause  is  inserted, 
giving  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  any  tri- 
Dunal  the  Board  of  Trade  might  appoint, 
a  control  over  the  arrangementa. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY :  Ai«  wo  to 
understand  that  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
going  to  take  the  responsibility  of  as- 
senting to  a  contemplated  amalgamation 
between  the  Midland  Bailway  Uompany 
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and  other  Companies?  [Mr.  Mun- 
DELLA :  No ;  not  at  all.]  If  that  were  so, 
I  think  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  should 
be  continued.  I  think  it  is  impossible 
to  follow  this  Bill  clause  by  clause  in  a 
discussion  upon  the  second  readiog ;  and 
I  think  the  best  course  would  be  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment  on  the  undor- 
Btanding  that  we  reserve  the  right  of 
opposing  the  Bill  when  it  comes  back  to 
us  on  the  Keport  of  the  Committee. 
There  would  also  be  a  further  under- 
Btandinc^  that  the  Board  of  Trade  will 
appear  before  the  Committee  in  order  to 
see  that  this  clause  is  inserted  in  the 
Bill,  which,  in  their  opinion,  will  fully 
protect  the  interests  of  the  public.  If 
the  interests  of  the  public  are*  hereafter 
found  not  to  be  protected  by  that  clause, 
it  will  be  open  for  any  hon.  Member  to 
oppose  the  Bill  on  Report. 

Mb.  STAVELEY  HILL :  We  have 
only  at  present  the  Bill  before  us  ;  and 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has 
placed  before  us  a  clause,  wo  have  not 
yet  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  further  tells  the 
House  that  the  Bill  which  he  is  going 
to  introduce  on  Monday  is  likely  very 
seriously  to  nfifect  this  question.  Then, 
what  I  wish  to  propose,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, is  a  course  which,  I  venture 
to  think,  will  meet  the  urgency  of  the 
case.  Certainly,  I,  for  one,  am  not  pre- 
pared, having  only  just  heard  the  clause 
read,  to  accept  it.  I  would  therefore 
propose  that  the  debate  bo  adjourned 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
together  with  the  clause  referred  to  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
^{Mr,  Staveley  IlilL) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next. 

BELFAST  MAIN  DRAINAGE  BILL. 

RESOLUTION. 

Mb.  sexton,  in  rising  to  move  - 

**  (1.)  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill,  that 
they  do  insert  in  the  Bill  Clauses  for  the  fol- 
lowing purposes :  — 

To  assimilate  the  Municipal  franchise  of 
the  borough  of  Belfast  to  the  existing 
Parliamentary  franchise ; 

To  enable  every  person  qualified  to  vote  at 
a  Municipal  election  in  Belfast  to  be 


a  candidate  for  election  to  the  office  of 
councillor  or  alderman  ; 

To  constitute  the  present  boundary  of  the 
Parliamentary  borough  of  Belfast  the 
boundary  of  the  Municipal  borough,  and 
to  direct  and  provide  for  a  new  division 
of  the  Municipal  borough  into  wards, 
as  recommended  in  the  Keport  of  the 
Municipal  Boundaries  (Ireland)  Commis- 
sion, dated  the  27th  of  June  1882,  and 
to  authorize  a  proportionate  increase  in 
the  number  of  aldermen  and  councillors  ; 

To  provide  for  an  entire  new  election  of  all 
the  aldermen  and  councillors  of  the 
borough,  upon  the  reformed  franchise, 
within  the  present  year. 

'*  (2.)  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  they  do  strike  out  of  the  Bill  such 
Clauses  as  do  not  relate  to  the  Main  Drainage 
Scheme." 

said  :    In  moying  these  Besolutious  I 
would  venture  respectfully  to  solicit  for 
this  matter  the  particular  attention  of 
the  House.     The  occasion  is  singularly 
exceptional,  for  although  this  Motion  is 
directed  immediately  to  the  matter  of  a 
Private  Bill,  it  will  be  found  to  have  a 
bearing,  and  an  important  bearing,  at 
the   present  juncture,    upon   the  great 
public  question  of  the  local  government 
of  town  communities  in  Ireland.     The 
Bill  referred  to  in  the  Motion  is  a  Bill 
promoted  by  the  Town  Council  of  Bel- 
fast for  the  purpose  of  executing  a  main 
drainage  scheme.      The  Town  Council 
has  been  peddling  with  the  subject  of 
main  drainage  for  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century ;  and  the  result  of  their  exploits 
upon  this  question,  legislative  and  other- 
wise, was  summed  up  the  other  day  with 
general  assent  at  a  public  meeting  of  the 
ratepayers  of  that  town,  when  a  speaker 
said  that  the  Corporation  of  Belfast  were 
the  chief  polluters  of  river  and  sea  in 
the  Three  Kingdoms.     I  do  not  propose 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  scheme,  ex- 
cept to  say  that  it  rests  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  one  solitary  engineer ;  that  it  is 
opposed  by  many  engineers ;  that  it  was 
emphatically  condemned  20  years  ago  by 
a  Commission  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Local  Harbour    Board ;    and  that   the 
general  drift  of  the  local  opinion  is  that 
this  scheme,  if  carried  into  efifect,  would 
create  in  the  vicinity  of  Belfast  a  vast 
cesspool,    which   would    endanger    tho 
public  health ;  and,  finally,  that  although 
the  Corporation  only  propose  to  expend 
£150,000  on  this  project,  good  judges 
think  that  the  scheme,  if  it  is  ever  car- 
ried into  effect,  will  cost  the  good  round 
sum  of  £500,000  in  addition  to  the  debt 
of  £500,000  now  resting  upon  the  Cor. 
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S oration.  My  object,  however,  is  not  to 
isouss  the  scheme,  but  to  point  out  the 
constitution  and  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ing Body  of  Belfast,  and  to  urge  the 
House  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  re- 
forming the  conduct  of  the  Corporation 
of  Belfast  in  the  only  way  open  to  the 
House,  by  reforming  its  constitution. 
The  fact  which  I  will  place  in  the  fore- 
ground in  respect  to  the  local  govern- 
ment of  Belfast  is  this^that  there  are 
three  Local  Boards  in  Belfast,  and  that 
this  Bill  is  promoted  by  one  of  them, 
while  the  other  two  oppose  it.  The  Bill 
is  promoted  by  the  Corporation,  and  it 
is  opposed  by  the  Water  Board  and  by 
the  Harbour  Board ;  so  that  the  condi- 
tion of  local  government  in  Belfast  is 
this — that  these  three  Boards,  instead 
of  sensibly  agreeing  among  themselves 
at  home  by  appointing  arbitrators  or  by 
some  other  method,  have  changed  the 
scene  of  conflict  from  Belfast  to  London ; 
and  we  are  now  about  to  engage  a  bat- 
talion of  counsel  and  an  army  of  wit- 
nesses to  fight  out  their  disagreements 
by  the  cumbersome  and  costly  method 
provided  by  this  House  for  the  business 
of  Private  Bill  legislation,  with  the 
result  that  the  whole  costs  of  this  pro- 
longed litigation  will  fall  ultimately,  in 
one  form  or  another,  upon  the  unfortu- 
nate ratepayers  of  Belfast.  But  cost  is 
no  consideration  to  the  Town  Council  of 
Belfast ;  in  fact,  I  must  say  the  Town 
Council  of  Belfast  appear  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  what  I  would  call  a  mania  for 
legislation.  How  many  local  Acts  have 
the  Corporation  passed  in  40  years? 
The  House  will  be  astonished  to  find 
that  they  have  passed  no  less  than  14. 
I  believe  it  would  be  hard  to  find  any- 
thing to  compare  with  that  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  legislation  of  any  Municipa- 
lity in  the  Kingdom.  The  expenditure 
in  Parliamentary  costs  which  this  Cor- 
poration has  placed  on  the  town  of  Bel- 
fast in  one  generation  is  £150,000 ;  and 
I  am  driven  to  the  conclusion  from  the 
fact  that  there  must  be  some  official 
person  or  persons  concerned  with  the 
Town  Council  of  Belfast  who  find  it 
convenient  to  promote  Bills  in  this 
House  year  after  year,  and  who  find  it 
desirable  to  spend  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  the  ratepayers'  money 
under  the  agreeably  vague  and  general 
heading  of  "Parliamentary  costs." 
Seven  of  the  14  local  Acta  have  been 
passed  within  the  last  20  years,  about 

Ifr,  Sextim 


which  time  the  Town  Council  began  to 
consider  the  question  of  main  drainage. 
I  want  to  know  why  the  question  of 
main  drainage  was  not  dealt  with  in  any 
of  these  Acts?  The  last  Act  passed  by 
the  Town  Council  was  in  1884.  It  waa 
a  Tery  considerable  measure.  It  cost  a 
great  deal  of  money.  Why  did  not  the 
Town  Council  of  Belfast  mature  their 
main  drainage  scheme  and  include  it  in 
that  measure;  or  why  did  they  not 
postpone  the  Bill  until  the  main 
drainage  scheme  was  matured,  in- 
stead of  placing  the  cost  of  two 
considerable  measures  upon  the  rate- 
payers of  the  town  ?  I  am  entitled  to 
emphasize-  the  fact,  at  the  same  time, 
that  Belfast  is  suffering  at  the  present 
moment  from  acute  d&pression  of  trade, 
and  that  the  bulk  of  the  persons  who 
have  to  pay  the  cost  of  these  proceedings 
find  it  very  hard  indeed  to  procure  the 
means  of  subsistence.  I  have  also  to 
complain  that  the  ratepayers  of  Belfast 
were  not  consulted  in  reference  to  this 
Bill ;  they  have  not  boen  afforded  by  the 
Town  Council  an  opi)ortunity  of  holding 
a  public  meeting  to  consider  the  Bill 
and  criticize  this  scheme,  or  of  offering 
any  alternative  scheme  or  sohemes.  It 
is  no  easy  thing  in  Belfast  to  find  men 
of  different  religious  creeds  agreeing 
upon  any  public  question ;  but  upon  the 
question  now  before  the  Hotise  I  am  in 
a  position  to  say  that  the  groat  mass  of 
the  people  of  all  religious  creeds  are  ab- 
solutely of  one  opinion,  and  that  that 
opinion  is  against  the  Corporation.  [Sir 
Jahbs  Corbt  :  No,  no !]  It  is  proper 
to  observe  that  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
was  lately  expelled  from  the  representa- 
tion of  Belfast  says  "  No ! "  He  is,  I 
suppose,  taking  a  Christian  revenge  on 
those  who  rejected  him.  Two  public 
meetings  of  ratepayers  have  been  held 
in  Belfast  in  the  course  of  the  last  six 
weeks— one  of  them  attended  by  Pro- 
testants in  St.  George's  Hall,  and  one 
attended  by  Catholics  in  St.  Mary's 
Hall ;  and  at  both  meetings  the  conduct 
of  the  Corporation  in  reference  to  this 
matter  was  strongly  condemned.  At 
the  meeting  in  St.  Qeorge's  Hall,  on  the 
29th  of  January,  this  Resolution  was 
passed — 

'*  That  we  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  before 
the  Corporation  proceeded  to  obtain  Pariiamen- 
tary  powers  to  carry  oat  such  an  extensivi* 
acheme  of  sewerage  at  that  which  ia  at  praaeiit 
before  Parliament  entailing  sooh  vionnoiis  ex* 
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p««dit«fv,  th^  oiiicht  to  hAT*  poblii  If  offervnl 
ft  |inj<>  of  ilOO  fur  lb*  b««l  pUD. " 

Mr.  I>ttnwn<Mly,  tbo  iiioT«*r  of  the  n»- 
•olutioD,  Mid  thai  if  the  tchome  should 
turo  out  A  failure  it  wjuld  do  infinitt^lr  t 
more  harm  than  at  the  hent  it  tx>uhl 
p(»«4ihljr  do  |C<><m1  ;  aud  that,  therefor*',  j 
the  (\>unril  ought  to  take  time  and  do 
the  thing  miA\  and  pniperlj.  At  tho 
mfs-cing  in  St.  Mary  •  Hall  on  the  Ut 
of  Fobruarj  the  (*hairaiaa  said  that — 

••  T).«»y  hftil  no  Toir**  ia  th<»  drafting  of  thi» 
Hill.  th»t  ll)«*y  h«'t  n«i  rrt>rc«fnUitita  in  thi 
Town  <'«»unnl  to  iprmk  nn  lirkalf  tif  th«*  vnrktoff 
xtvtn  of  IWUmI  .  and  that  Ui«*y  l(H>kr4  npoo  thr 
««irka  ASid  iniprutmi«*oit  of  Ui«  ioanul  wttli 
tko|(rratr0l  tu«piaoD." 

Mr.  Jame*  1  k«m|»^«y,  a  prominent  citi- 
r(«n  of  Belfast,  laid — 

**  t  do  Dot  think  it  Ion  IT  Mnr«  the  Town 
(o«n<i.lort  of  Hull  vrr*  mulft«<l  in  a  \mxwv 
tnm  of  in<««<y  f«>r  intri>4u«  tnf(  a  IliU  without 
CAlIinf  a  town  n*itmj(  t<>  A*k  th**  AW'r<  h^tt  'H 
•»f  thr  |H4>]iIf.  'i*hi  T'»wn  ('«>unt i)  h*%«»  n« 
\  It  Mir  sfiint .  It  i»  nmplv  the  •mnirv'tneiit  of  • 
|j«tt%  rlii{u««  m«<rtiof  fnt*ntlilT  in  |>u>>}if  nod 
(-•«  ««i-<n%lly  in  r<immit(«««.  llii*  Hill  v%t 
r  r.  <t<<l  ia  <*«>nin)ttt<«  .  it  ba«  n<>t  h««n  dt»- 
f  u«*(4  10  I'U^lir,  «»•!  It  hk*  hc«n  i>'i*  a«h«"l  tn 
tirily<n4'  b«*«*{«|Nr.  t  vr^<tr  to  Mr  lla«!itt, 
and  vat  unaMi  Ui  f«  t  a  rvpy  of  it.'* 

Anoth<»r     gentlt*man,     Mr     Mel  I  ugh, 

•aid — 

**  If  thii  m'a»arr  rrc«rlin((  dntoairi*  wrrt  a 
tf«M«l  one  tb»  i*<iun'il  mifbt  have  let  tlir  r»t»> 
{•%^<*ri  know  what  it  waa.  It  w  luld  hat*  d'>n<< 
n  >  harm  to  h»%«  r«Ur«|  a  m*^tioff  'tf  mt«|iaver« 
I    i>«  if  It  lould  h«««  tft***!  thr  liatht  of  dav.  ' 

It  lannot  stand  thn  light  of  day;  and 
th««  ratt-payrrs  of  l(«»lfast,  thr«m,(h  ne, 
haro  p«*titi<>n€*d  thi^  llouae  afptinst  the 
lliU.  1  d<*»ire  to  Miy  that  they  would 
have  oppiMod  thf»  Hill  in  the  regular  way 
were  it  nut  that  thr  rrisia  through  which 
they  are  paaeing.  the  shrinking  of  in- 
Ci>aee,  and  the  greet  fioTtrty  prerailing 
in  the  t€>wn,  has  prevented  them  on  this 
ficrasion,  as  in  fonn«*r  yrars,  from  op* 
{tilling  th^  Dill  by  couom*!  and  witni»tM>i 
in  the  regular  way.  Th«y  are  uuahle, 
at  this  nu»m<*nt,  from  their  piivi*rty  to  do 
thia.  1  have,  however,  present^  a 
r«-tition  from  th«<  ratepayers  to  this 
Ilouee ;  and  I  think  that,  under  the 
rirrumatancee,  I  am  justified,  and  that  it . 
is  my  duty  in  the  intereel  ef  th<*4e  rate- 

?ayers,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
louse  to  the  matter.  The  Town  Conn* 
cil  in  IWlfa«t,  with  reference  to  this 
qoeetton,  have  parsned  t«>wards  the  rate, 
payers  a  policy  which  I  mast  describe  as 
a  poUry  of  stealth ;  and  in  the  Uooae  of  \ 
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r*«>mmons  th«>y  have  pursue<I,  not  a 
>liry  of  atealth.  hut  a  p<»ltry  of  head- 
onir  hsate.  The  first  reailing  was  tak<*n, 
undoubtedly,  b«*fore  the  I*«<i*aa  occa- 
tinned  by  the  change  of  Government ; 
but  the  sec'ind  reading  waa  taken  with- 
out the  onlinsrv  and  effective  Notice  to 
Members  of  the  House,  being  snatch**  1 
on  the  Very  day  the  Houfte  re-aaserol>led 
after  the  Htre^e  by  an  inpr«>rn|>tu 
Motion  without  Notiie,  at  a  moment 
when  the  Irish  Memb4»rs,  who  were  well 
known  to  tsko  a  deep  interest  in  the 
Dill,  had  not  the  slightest  id<*a  that  it 
was  intended  to  ru^h  it  through  the 
House.  Huoh  a  practice  may  be  clever 
and  may  lie  sly,  but  it  sometimes  de* 
festi  it^'^lf.  If  the  ratepayers  had  r«»- 
ceivM  pwper  notice  of  the  scmnd 
rending  of  the  Bill  I  should  not  have 
troubled  the  House  with  this  opposi- 
tion :  but  the  second  rending  was  cleverly 
snatched,  and  that  fact  will  insun*  that 
the  Hill  will  receive  much  more  vigilant 
oonsid«*ration  in  all  its  furth<«r  stage«,  if 
ever  it  reaches  any  further  stage  -a 
matter  in  regard  to  which  I  entertain  a 
very  cf>n«idemble  doubt.  I  a«k  the 
House  to  sei/rt  this  opportunity  of  m- 
fiirming  the  conatitotion  of  the  Govern- 
ing Itfidy  of  lielfast ;  and  the  onlv  way 
in  which  it  can  1h*  rt^formed  is  by  ex- 
tending the  municii^al  fhuichi«e,  and 
giving  the  people  of  lielfast  the  right  of 
dt^riding  what  st*hemra  shall  be  \  &rrie<l 
out  for  the  future  benefit  of  the  town. 
Now,  the  population  of  D^dfaal  is 
*joO.(HN).  It  has  a  municipal  income 
of  i*'i0<»,0<)0  annually,  and  a  debt  of 
£7:>0.<HH).  The  ParliamcnUry  voters 
number  d).(NN);  but  how  stands  the 
mnnic  ipel  franchise  ?  The  i liairman  of 
the  meeting  at  8t.  Ge«>rge'B  Hall,  on 
the  29th  of  January,  said — 

**Tb<Y«  IS  is  thtt  town  s  pi-t>'aUti<>n  of 
2'«0.r<»A  »  ula  !>«•  than  A  ixHr  ..f  that  ;'t4i.<>iie 
•XT  rotitli4  to  V  ttr  in  th<*  r!t«  tloO  i»f  th  «^  who 
ha%c<harr>  <»f  th«  r»l«a  Kurtr  prrsnoi  cuo- 
M.taUth-  r<>wn  r  un  il.  Th«a^  40  |m<>|»14*  ars 
•uQ«-  itntl%  thrrw-l  in  the  man4iC*'<n^nt  uf  tli#if 
uwn  t  x\  <rn«  an  1  in  tbr  dt«i-i«al  ••f  thur  own 
fundat«»  th«ir  tf-^i*  *:  •  .  hut  Ikiw  diffrnnt  it  is 
when  th'T  sra  «ltt  \  mjr  tlM*«r  hnada  iat«»  tlM 
muae^  of  tbs  rstri^trra.'* 

The  Chairman  of  the  meeting  said— 

"  The  mnai* ipal  fran^ht««  is  a  AciitMM  fraa- 
chtSi»  0«t  uf  alm-«l  ;|M.0O(»  of  s  |»>f>«UU-4i 
««Iy  sbi*st  ^.700  ka««  a  «oi-  ^  in  tb«  i4«rtMa  vl 
Town  ri«na<iltira  It  m  s  frmachtas  for  1^ 
r  &ii««iv*  pn>finvtt««  of  hottss  |ar«>o>rty,  aad  aul 
for  W(jfkin«  msa«  and  ««  ar*  dHrminod  t> 
oppess  tks  filU  aalsa  a  daass  is  iassrtsd  la  \X 
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mation  with  any  Company  with  which 
this  railway  is  in  communication.  Now, 
the  House  is  aware  that  the  Midland 
Bailway  and  its  branches  extend  over  a 
wide  extent  of  England,  and  that  the 
line  is  in  communication  with  railways 
from  the  Land's  End  to  the  frontier  of 
Scotland.  Therefore  the  Bill,  as  it 
stands,  actually  asks  for  the  power  of 
amalgamation  with  almost  every  Com- 
pany; at  any  rate,  in  England  and 
IVales.  [An  hon.  Member:  And  Scot- 
land, too. J  My  hon.  Friend  says  that 
it  touches  Scotland  also ;  and  therefore, 
by  assenting  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  Billi  the  powers  contained  in  it  will 
also  apply  to  the  Scotch  railways.  I  do 
not  know  whether  that  is  the  intention 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill ;  but,  to  my 
apprehension,  that  would  be  the  effect 
of  passing  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape. 
Surely  that  is  a  question  of  principle 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  considered 
by  the  House  before  the  second  reading 
is  passed.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say  that  I  believe  it  is  desir- 
able that  Uiere  should  be  a  reconstruc- 
tion and  amalgamation  of  Railway 
Companies;  and  I  believe  that  the 
sooner  that  is  effected  the  better,  for 
this  reason — that  it  would  enable  the 
Railway  Companies  to  diminish  their 
expenses,  and  give  them  the  means  of 
reducing  their  rates  and  charges  to  the 
public.  But  it  is  one  thing  for  this 
power  to  be  obtained  by  the  Railway 
Companies,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  in  a  position  to  lower  their  rates, 
and  it  is  quite  another  thing  to  feel 
sure  that  they  would  make  use  of  that 
power  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
when  it  is  conferred  upon  them.  I 
certainly  cannot  find,  within  the  four 
corners  of  this  Bill,  anything  which 
will  insure  to  the  public  any  compen- 
sating advantages  for  the  powers  given 
to  the  Midland  Railway  Company  if 
this  Bill  passes.  That  is  the  point  to 
which  I  think  it  is  important  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Hoase.  I  believe 
that  every  hon.  Member  will  admit  that 
of  all  the  Railway  Companies  the  Mid- 
land Railway  Company  is  probably  the 
one  which,  on  the  whole,  has  done  more 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  than  any 
other  Railway  Company.  I  candidly 
acknowledge  that  they  were  the  first 
to  introduce  a  system  of  running 
trains  at  a  comparatively  cheap  and 
uniform   rate    of   fares.    But   tnat  is 


not  a  reason  why  we  should  not  take 
precautions  in  order  to  be  certain  that 
the  powers  we  grant  to  them  will  be 
used,  not  only  to  their  own  advantaee, 
but  also  to  the  advantage  of  the  publio. 
Evidence  was  given  before  the  Riailway 
Rates  Committee,  which  sat  during  two 
Sessions,  that  certain  promises,  which 
the  Midland  Railway  held  out  when 
they  applied  for  an  extension  of  their 
system,  have  not  altogether  been  ful- 
filled. I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  facts 
of  the  case  myself;  but  I  think  there 
are  hon.  Members  in  the  House  who 
will  be  able  to  give  information  upon 
the  matter.  However  honest  a  Railway 
Company  may  be,  I  think  it  is  our  duty 
in  this  House  to  see  that  the  publio  in- 
terests are  safeguarded.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion in  which,  at  any  rate,  we  ought  to 
know  that  the  attention  of  any  Commit- 
tee to  whom  the  Bill  may  be  referred 
will  be  fully  drawn,  and  that  the  inten- 
tions of  the  House  will  be  fully  indicated 
and  distinctly  understood — namely,  that 
if  increased  powers  are  to  be  given  to 
this  or  any  other  Railway  Company, 
some  compensating  advantages  to  the 
public  will  be  looked  for.  For  this  rea- 
son I  beg  to  move  the  Resolution  which 
I  now  submit. 

Mr.  HICKMAN :  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seconding  the  Motion,  and  I 
ask  for  that  indulgence  of  the  House 
which  is  usually  accorded  to  those  who 
address  it  for  the  first  time.  I  promise 
to  be  as  brief  as  possible.  My  grounda 
of  opposition  to  the  Bill  are  quite  dis- 
tinct and  separate  from  those  of  the  hon. 
Baronet.  I  object  to  the  Bill  because, 
on  a  former  occasion,  in  Private  Bill 
legislation,  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany held  out  to  the  great  iron  distriets 
of  Staffordshire  certain  expeetationa, 
and  gave  certain  pledges,  which  they 
have  since  altogether  ignored  and  re- 
fused to  carry  out.  The  history  of  the 
transaction  to  which  I  refer  is  shorllT 
this.  In  1882  a  Bill  was  promoted, 
oalled  the  Wolverhampton,  Walsall,  and 
Midland  Junction  Railway  Bill.  In 
opening  the  case  before  the  Commons 
Ci>mmittee,  Sir  Edmund  Beokett  said 
that  the  object  of  the  line  was  not  to 
serve  mere  local  purposes,  but  to  intro- 
duce the  Midland  system  into  Stafford- 
shire. Although  this  was  nominally  a 
Private  Bill,  the  Midland  Company  paid 
the  expenses  of  promoting  it,  and  they 
have  since  made  the  line.    It  is  now  in 
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their  poMMttOB,  and  work#d  bj  them. 
8ir  Jamet  AUport,  the  then  (lonoral 
ICaiia^r  of  the  Midland  Bailwinr,  in 
hie  eTidence  before  the  Coounona  Cum* 
mittee,  was  aaked  this  Queatioa-— 

**Tb«  promoUn  and  ironmMtcn  my  that  if 
yoo  gH  to  WoWerhainpUMi  thoT  will  luiro  %  r»- 
dnciiao  ol  latea.  What  b  four  op&mon  of 
thUf- 

The  aaawer  waa^ 

**  t  hftTo  a1  v«r«  brcfi  of  opinion  that  thi»  rmtrt 
of  tike  SoQtIi  StiiirorcUhirv  dwtrict  Am  t&>o  hiirh. 
Wfi  h«Te  had  no  contml  of  tlicm.  Th^  I^ondon 
and  North  Wcatrm  arr  ih<i  poopU  nho  havo 
fiucnl  the  ratf^  but  thry  aru  Um>  high.** 

In  answer  to  another  Queetion  Sir 
Jamee  Allport  f>aid — 

**  I  have  no  hraitation  iaaaying  that,  ia  look- 
lac  at  oihar  iron  dittnrta,  the  ty>uth  Htaflord- 
•hirv  rate*  aro  too  hiKh/* 

lie  waa  aakod  if  there  would  be  a  per* 
manent  reduction,  and  his  answer  was— 

-  I  ahoakl  think  ao.** 
Sir  James  Allport  was  then  asked— 

'*Supp<i«i  that  yoQ  and  the  I^n<i<>n  and 
Korth  Wi«trm  (*«jm|«ny  f^>t  to  lotrK'«rh«ii<l«, 
and  thra  cum*  to  an  arranf^'tnfnt ;  itoald  that 
arfanKrmrat  be  permanent  or  tmporar}*  }  ** 

Sir  Jamoa  Allpf>rt  said,  in  rqdy^ 

**  I  cannot  irivo  you  a  hrttrr  illufltration  thius 
«htt  «r  arr  (l<itnff,  whf  iv  we  have  it  mtinly 
in  oor  own  hande.  Wr  chariti*  at  prr«rol  fn>m 
thr  Kavrlry  irtio works  to  Li>nd<«  I0«.  i*d.  prr 
ton/* 

Queetiott  — 

•*  Who  ronp^lea  with  yon  the rp  P  ** 

Answer — 

**  KolMidy ;  it  ia  ratirply  oo  oor  own  Uo^  and 
it  U«ith<r  lOt  fW  (iT  Iff  Kr*m  N.iUh  Suf- 
fiird»hin»  it  if,  I  fMliiif*.  I  \f .  I  <  \nn<>t  v^x^c 
any  bctlc  r  aaawf^  than  that** 

Aitsl— 
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their  existing  lines.    He  was  asked  this 


**  What  ia  the  differmce  Utveev  the  di 

tancfW  ;** 

The  answer  was— 

**  The  diatJUioe  from  Stavrlry  to  fymdne  U 
Umatrr  thanfrom  W«4«rrhampion.  Thalahowa 
what  the  Midland  CVnapany  do.*' 

Now,  StaTolej  is  H9  miles  from  Lr>n- 
don,  and  birminirham  oohr  113;  but 
thff  Birmingham  rate  is  \b:  for  113 
mtlf««,  while  the  Htarelry  ratn  ia  onU 
VX*,  fti.  for  H<i  miles.  Sir  Jamee  Allport 
repeated  tht*  same  eridenre  l>ofore  a 
Committee  of  the  Iloase  of  I^rds ;  and 
he  added  that  hia  ( 4Nnpanj  had  done 
rery  little  in  StafToriUhire  in  respect  of 
the  Lond<Hi  trade,  which,  he  anid,  wns 
owing   to   tha  excessive  gradiaota  on 


**  If  TOO  («mld  ffrt  a  Una  mora  raitahte  f«ir 
the  trmflr,  yoo  would  be  inclined  to  poah  that 
tinde  to  a  ounaiderable  extent  f  '* 

Answer— 

-  Yea/' 

Question— 

•*  Even  by  mmpetioff  ratra.  If  naceamry  \  '* 
Answer — 

**  Yf« ;  there  ia  no  rraaon  why  we  ahould  not.** 
lie  was  then  asked  bj  Karl  Forioeene 

*'  Are  the  Midland (ompany  prepared  to Und 
thrmartrre  permawntly  to  take  lowvr  ratea 
andrr  the  clanao  in  the  Art  of  IVliament  ^  *' 

Answer — 

<*Ko;  I  do  not  think  Uie  Midland  Tom* 
p4ny  w  .ill.  'M.iitP  w}ut'^«r  raUe  are  pat 
in  a  h.-\  if  tK:«  kind  w^uld  !•"  bmdinK  *'Q 
tho  wk'l*  Midland  ayetrm.  I  think  the  Mid- 
land  (*«*m|>any,  who  havo  d<*v«|i»p4<i  thr  iron* 
atone  and  van^ua  trodce  utMtn  tht^r  Una.  woald 
b<*  a  ipiarantr^  to  the  trail**  that  the  Midland 
Company  would  pot  th«  m  on  the  auno  UnAMn^.  ** 

That  is  to  sst,  the  »ame  ft »j ting  aa 
SUveley.  Well,  Sir,  when  the  Midland 
Compauj  made  that  railwnjr,  the  Inm 
Msfttera*  Aaii'K'iation  of  (^tatliirdthiresp- 
plied  to  Sir  Jamea  Allport  to  red«N>m  th«* 
phnlgi's  he  had  givon.     But  he  said— 

**  We  cannot  without  th«*  <  oneent  of  tithrr 
C\ifri(iani<4 .  wo  hitr  rntirrd  into  an  aicri*  • 
ment  with  olh^r  (*<>mpani«'«.  and  without  th«-m 
we  cannot  tedmr  our  ratre  ** 

Now,  what  we  complain  of  is  that  such 
a  combination  should  have  b«*en  entennl 
into.  I  venture  to  ^^j  that  it  is  an  un* 
holjT  combination,  bectinee  the  result  of 
it  is  this— that,  although  wo  could  easily 
satiafy  a  particular  Company  that  it  is 
to  their  interest  to  reduce  certain  ratce 
and  chargee,  they  are  unable  to  do  it, 
becatise  the  oth<*r  Companies  with  whom 
they  are  acting  will  not  agn«e.  8upp(»ae, 
for  instance*,  n  trader  g«>«<a  to  the  i^n* 
don  and  North- Weatem  Kail  way  (%im* 
pany  in  order  to  get  a  rate  betw<*en  two 
atatM»bs  on  their  line ;  the  Company  are 
that  their  traffic  would  Im*  io<Tena«Mi  by 
granting  n  rate ;  but  they  cannot  do  it 
without  huTing  first  ol>tain««d  the  on* 
aent  of  the  <freet  Wcetem  and  the  hi  id- 
land  C«impaniea.  As  they  arec^omiteting 
with  each  other  for  tho  traffic,  it  is  im- 
{kiMaible*  to  obtain  th«*ir  consent ;  and  the 
effect  is  that  no  re«luced  ratea  are  ae- 
cured.  Originally  there  waa  only  ono 
railwar  to  liverpool ;  but  sinc««  that  day 
two  othar  Compa nice  have  linee  to  Li<  <  r« 
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portioDally  increafed,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  incidence  of  taxation  might  fall  more  heavily 
on  the  dwellings  of  the  poor/* 

I  will  sum  up  by  a  referonce  to  the 
speech  of  the  Chairman  at  the  meeting 
in  St.  George's  Hall.    He  said — 

'*  The  householders  and  ratepayers  of  Belfast 
are  totally  exhausted  by  paying  the  rates,  and 
the  landlords  of  the  houses  are  obliged  to  charge 
the  tenant  a  high  rent—a  rent  which  ia  per- 
fectlv  unendurable.  In  the  locality  in  which  I 
live  house  rent  which  20  years  ago  was  U.  6d. 
a- week  is  now  2s.  6d.  a- week  on  account  of  the 
rates." 

I  condemn  the  system  of  local  taxation 
as  being  unjust  and  iniquitous,  and  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  the  House  that  it 
has  already  been  emphatically  con- 
demned by  two  Committees,  which,  by 
their  composition,  were  of  g^eat  autho- 
rity, one  being  presided  over  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Edinburgh  (Mr.  Goschen),  and  the  other 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach),  the  present  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. I  rest  my  claim  to  the  assimi- 
lation of  the  Municipal  and  Parliamen- 
tary franchises  in  Belfast  upon  this  fact 
*-and  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  (Mr.  Courtney)  to  it 
— that  this  House  four  years  ago,  and 
Parliament  four  years  ago,  by  the  Eng- 
lish Municipal  Corporations  Act,  applied 
the  principle  for  which  I  now  appeal  to 
all  the  boroughs  in  England.  I  further 
say  that  this  House  has,  in  several  Ses- 
sions, by  the  passage  of  the  Irish  Muni- 
cipal Franchise  Act,  endeavoured  to 
apply  the  principle  for  which  I  now  ask 
to  all  boroughs  in  Ireland.  I  pass  on  to 
point  out  that  what  I  ask  to  be  applied 
to  Belfast  has  been  for  many  years  the 
law  in  the  borough  of  Dublin.  And, 
lastly,  I  say  that  this  House  last  year 
took  advantage  of  the  introduction  of  a 
Private  Bill  by  the  Bathmines  Town- 
ship Board  to  pass  a  clause  popularizing 
the  franchise  in  the  sense  of  my  present 
Motion,  and  that  clause  is  now  part  of 
the  operative  law,  and  has  worked  with 
most  salutary  effect.  I  ask  the  House 
to  follow  out  in  this  case  the  policy  they 
adopted  last  year  in  the  case  of  the 
township  of  Kathmines.  Next,  I  ask 
that  the  property  qualification  shall  be 
removed,  and  I  think  everyone  will 
admit  that  it  is  absurd  to  place  in  the 
path  of  municipal  voters  a  property  bar 
which  no  longer  exists  so  far  as  Mem- 
bera  of  this  House  are  oonoemed.    The 
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chief  defect  in  the  town  of  Belfast  is  the 
dead  level  of  uniformity;  but  if  my 
proposition  regarding  the  property  quali- 
ncation  be  adopted,  the  effect  will  be  to 
produce  in  the  Council  more  adequate 
representation  of  the  variety  of  classes 
and  the  diversity  of  interests  existing  in 
the  town.  Clause  1 1  of  the  Act  of  1882 
provides  that — 

**  Every  person  shall  be  qualified  to  be  elected 
and  to  be  a  Councillor  who  is,  at  the  time  of 
election,  qualified  to  elect  to  the  office  of  Coun- 
cillor." 

r<*That  does  not  apply  to  Ireland.''] 
The  Municipal  Act  of  1882  does  not  ex- 
tend to  Scotland  or  Ireland ;  but  I  ask 
that  it  should  be  made  to  do  so.  In  the 
third  place,  I  ask  that  the  boundary  of 
the  borouffh  and  the  division  of  the 
wards  shall  be  revised.  Four  years  ago 
a  Royal  Commission  reported,  after  an 
elaborate  inquiry  of  12  days  conducted 
upon  the  spot,  that  the  boundary  of  the 
borough  ought  to  be  extended,  and  that 
the  number  of  the  wards  should  be  in- 
creased from  five  to  eight.  That  Report 
has  been  already  adopted  for  two  pur- 
poses. It  was  adoptcHl  in  1884  for  the 
purposes  of  the  W  ater  Board,  and  this 
strange  anomsly  has  been  produced — 
that  persons  living  outside  the  municipal 
boundary,  but  inside  the  Parliamentary 
boundary  of  Belfast,  are  now  actually 
taxed  for  the  purposes  of  water,  although 
thoy  have  no  voice  whatever  in  the 
representation.  In  the  second  place,  tho 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  was 
adopted  for  the  Parliamentary  borough 
of  Belfast  by  the  Redistribution  of  Seata 
Act  of  last  year;  and,  seeing  that  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  has 
been  applied  by  this  House  to  two  nses 
for  which  it  never  was  intended,  I  think 
I  may  very  reasonably  demand  that 
now,  after  an  interval  of  four  years,  the 
Report  shall  be  applied  to  the  particolar 
use  for  which  it  was  intended.  The 
present  boundary  of  Belfast  was  fixed  35 
years  ago  upon  a  Report  of  a  Royal 
Commission.  The  population  of  the  town 
then  was  only  one-half  what  it  is  now. 
The  number  of  houses  in  the  town  wa^a 
great  deal  less  than  one-half,  and  the 
valuation  of  the  town  was  only  one- 
fourth  what  it  is  at  the  present  moment. 
And,  Sir,  the  town  has  progressed  so 
much  in  every  way;  it  has  so  rapidly 
and  so  greatly  extended  in  all  directions 
that  the  boundary  and  the  wards  made 
in  1858  have  many  years  ago  become 
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abtordly  in^piopriaU.  I  may  add  that 
tk9  •oh#in«  which  I  propoM  for  th« 
•xtMimon  of  the  boiindftiy  and  the  re* 
diriaioii  of  the  wards  was  not  only  tho 
lu-homo  of  tho  Royal  Ooaimiatioii,  but 
the  •chemo  of  the  ( "orporation  tteelf.    If 
the  wards  %t^  iocroa^edf  the  norober  of 
r<>uncillors  will  hare  to  be  increased  in 
proportion— from  40  to   64;    64    is,    I 
think,  about  tho  number  of  the  C<irpo- 
ration  of  Dublin.     It  is  certainly  not  too 
larjce  a  number  of  Oonncillore  for  a  town 
of  the  <»xtent  and  importance  of  Belfast ; 
but  if  there  is  anr  radical  objection  on 
thia  pointy  I  would  bo  willing  the  mem* 
here  of  the  C4>rporation  should  be  re- 
ditttributtMi,  and  that  to  each  of  the  eight 
wards  there  should  be  ^rmk  one  Alder- 
man  and  four  Otiunoillors.     Finally.  I 
ask  that  thc»re  should  be  a  new  election 
of  all  tho  Cottn<  illors  on  the  new  fran- 
chi«4»  in  the  course  of  the  present  Year. 
In  this  I  follow  the   prtH*edont  of  the 
Dublin  (%»r]>i)ration  Act  of  1849.     That 
Act  altered  the  franchiso  and  the  diriston 
of  the   wards  in   Dublin;  and  by  the 
1  Ith  clause  it  enacted  that  there  should 
be  an  entirely  new  election  of  AMormen 
and  rouncilUira  fur  the  borough ;  that  the 
("ounrilKirs  vhould  all  go  out  of  ofRce  on 
th*«   2oth  of  Nort>iiibor;  and  that  the 
Ald«>rmen  should  hold  ofHoe  for  two  days 
longor  in  cmler  to  ronduct  the  n««w  elec- 
tions.    Now,  if  Uiere  was  cause  for  a 
new  eWtion  in  the  esse  of  the  borough 
of  Dublin,  it  is  stronger  in  the  case  of 
the  borough  of  Uolfast ;  because  if  Toa 
carry  this  Motion,  not  only  will  yon  alter 
the  franrhiiM*  and  the  diriaton  of  the 
wards,  but  you  will  alter  the  boundary 
of  the  borough  and  the  number  of  the 
waixls.    And  there  is  a  still  stronger 
reaaon,  and  that  is  that  you  will  be  in 
the  preseoce  of  a  scheme  inrolring  the 
health  and  comfort  and  the  cH>aTenience 
of  the  great  bod^  of  the  people  in  the 
town,  and  inrolring,  as  I  hare  said  be- 
fore, the  incurring  poesibly  of  a  debt  of 
£.^00,04)0.     And   I  maintain  that  it  is 
impossible  for  this  Iloase,  in  preeenceof 
the  fart  that  all  parties  are  agreed  that 
in  a  year  or  two  a  measure  surh  as  that 
I  propose  for  Belfast  must  be  given  for 
eT<«ry  borough  in  Ireland — in  the  pre* 
s««nceof  that  fact  it  is  impossible  for  the  I 
II«>use,   for  anyone  in  the   ilouae,   to  | 
contend  that  a  sum  of  £MM),(nM>  should  • 
be  expendtnl  by  the  Corporation  of  BW-  | 
fast,  which  is  a  body  now  devoid  of  all 


moral  authority,  which  woold  not  repre* 


\  sent  the  new  electoml  body,  and 
I  has  acted  in  this  matter  without  conaul* 
I  tation  with  the  ratepayers,  but  actually 
in  the  face  of  erery  eridence  of  disappro* 
bation  and  dissent  from  the  ratepayers. 
Now,  Sir,  I  claim  that  the  public  Toice 
of  Belfast  is  altog«*ther  in  my  Carour; 
that  not  a  roice  has  been  raised  on  be* 
half  of  the  Corporation ;  that  the  merits 
and  facts  of  the  case  as  expounded  by 
me  are  altogether  upon  my  side ;  and  that 
the  House  is  bouna,  by  the  precedenta 
I  hare  correct  It  and  pnH*isely  cited  to  it, 
to  proooed  in  the  dircH-tion  I  suggest  in 
my  Motion.     I  assure  the  House  that  in 
making  this  Motitm  I  hare  not  been 
actuated  in  the  least  degree  by   any 
political  motire.     [  A  Um^k,  ]     I  pereeire 
that  that  the  hon.'  Mombers  who  laugh 
at  that  expression  are  Knglishmen  who 
know  Tory  little  about  Btdfast,  and  I 
notice  that  the  hon.  Member*  for  Bel* 
fast  maintain  a  becoming  gravity.     The 
reason  why  I  say  I  havo  no  political 
motive  is  this — that  upon  the  Parliamen- 
tary vote  which  I  propoee  to  apply  to 
the  municipal  affairs  of  Belfast,   Bel* 
t%%%  at  the  Goneral   Hlectton  returned 
four  <  Conservatives.     Can  I,  then,  have 
a  political  motive  ?     Like  th<»  hon.  Ba* 
ronet  Sir  James  (Vyrty),  formerly  Mem- 
ber for  Belfast,  but  now  the  Member  for 
Mid  Armaffh,  I  am  taking  a  Christian 
revonge — I  am  end««vouring  to  give  tho 
full  franchise  to  the  mon  in  tho  mnnici* 
pality,  to  the  men  amongst  others  who, 
by  their  Parliamimtary  voteft,  defeatf^d 
me.  But,  Hir.inthecouraeof  mycanvas* 
and  campaign  in  Belfast,  I  went  through 
the  workmen's  quarters,  and  I  leamisl 
so  much  of  the  nature  and  the  character 
of  the  municipal  government  of  the  town, 
of  its  secret  ways,  of  its  partiality,  of  iu 
obstinacy,  of   its  extmvaganee,  of  its 
supercilious    disregard    oi    the    public 
opinion  of  the  town — I  learnt  ao  much 
of  the  f(«eling4  of  the  ratepayer*,  their 
indignation,  their  helplessness,  and  the 
hardiihii»s  thev  had  to  suffer,  that  I  dc* 
termined,  and  I  promised— and  I   am 
ke<»ping  my  pit>mi«o  now — that  I  would 
lose  no  opportunity  which  might  offer 
to  appeal   earnestly  to    this    House — 
lose  no  time,  f<»r  there  is  no  time  to  be 
lost— in  endeavouring  to  place  the  local 
government  of  the  town  u|K>n  a  conve- 
nient and  reasonable  f(K>tmg.      I  see 
sitting  in  their  places  two  of  the  Mem- 
ber* for  tho  town.    They  are  promoters 
of  the   Bill.     One  is  connected  with 
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BOTeral  members  of  the  Council,  the 
other  is  himself  a  member  of  the  Goan* 
oil,  an  Alderman  (Mr.  Haslett).  The 
worthy  Alderman  is  recogDized  by  public 
opinion  in  Belfast  as  being  the  Town 
Oerk's  Grand  Yizier — as  being  the  per- 
son who,  next  to  the  supreme  Town 
Olerk  himself,  is  master  of  the  Council, 
who,  next  to  the  supreme  Town  Clerk, 
is  the  ruling  municipal  spirit.  Well, 
Sir,  I  challenge  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
vote  against  this  Motion,  and  then  go 
and  justify  himself  to  the  men  who  sent 
him  here.  With  regard  to  the  other 
two  Members  for  the  town — there  are 
four  in  all — ^I  am  happy  to  say — and  I 
have  already  quoted  the  crushing  in- 
dictment  levelled  by  one  of  them,  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  East  Division 
(Mr.  De  Cobain),  against  the  fiscal 
policy  which  has  been  pursued  for  40 
years  by  the  dominant  party — I  am 
sanguine  of  their  support.  They  were 
elected  by  the  votes  of  the  working  men ; 
they  have  pledged  themselves  to  the 
electors  to  support  and  defend  the  ffo- 
yerning  point  of  my  Motion—nam^y, 
the  assimilation  of  the  Municipal  and 
Parliamentary  franchise.  These  two 
Gentlemen  are  proud  of  the  title  of 
Orange  Democrats,  and  I  should  cer- 
tainly be  very  much  surprised  if  they 
did  anything  else  but  cordially  support 
my  Motion,  the  immediate  effect  of 
which  will  be  to  give  the  Protestant 
Conservatives,  the  Orange  artisans  of 
Belfast,  their  proper  share  in  the  con- 
trol, levying,  and  expenditure  of  those 
local  taxes  which  the  law  obliges  them 
to  pay.  The  great  majority  of  the 
Members  of  this  House  are  credited  in 
Ireland  with  a  desire  to  reform  the 
local  government  of  that  country ;  and 
it  is  because  I  am  persuaded  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  that  desire  that  I  confidently 
^ve  the  House  an  opportunity  of  afford- 
ing the  people  of  Ireland  an  earnest  of 
that  sincerity  by  accepting  the  present 
Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  b«  an  Instraciioa  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Belfast 'Main  Drainage  Bill,  that  they  do 
iatart  in  the  Bill  ClaTuet  for  the  following  por- 
poiet: — 

To  asaimilate  the  Mnnieipal  fraachiae  of 
the  borough  of  Belfaat  to  the  existing 
Parliamentary  franchiae ; 

To  enable  every  person  qnalified  to  vote 
at  a  ^lanicipal  oloction  in  Belfast  to  be  a 
candidate  for  election  to  the  office  of 
cooBcillor  or  alderman ; 
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To  oonstitate  the  present  bonadary  of  tha 
Parliamentary  ooroopih  of  Bdiast  the 
boundary  of  the  Municipal  borouf  h,  and 
to  direct  and  provide  for  a  new  diTiaion 
of  the  Municipal  borough  into  wards,  as 
recommended  m  the  Report  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Boundaries  ^Ireland)  Commianon, 
dated  the  27th  of  June  16S2,  and  to  au- 
thorise a  proportionate  increase  in  the 
number  of  aldermen  and  councillors ; 

To  provide  for  an  entire  new  election 
of  all  the  aldermen  and  councillors  of 
the  borough,  upon  the  r^ormed  fran- 
chise, within  the  present  year."— (Jfr. 
Sexton,) 

The  chairman  op  WATS  aud 
MEANS  (Mr.  Cottrtnby)  :  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  hare 
thought  the  Motion  he  has  made  is 
somewhat  extraordinary,  and  he  gars 
two  reasons  by  way  of  apology  for  it. 
He  says  that  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  was  snatched.  I  may  point  out 
that  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House 
prescribe  that  three  dear  days'  Notice 
of  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  should  be 
given.^  Three  dear  days'  Notice  was 
given  in  this  case ;  and,  therefore,  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Bill  had  ample 
Notice  of  its  coming  on.  [Mr.  Scxroir : 
During  the  three  days  the  House  was 
in  Eecess.]  It  cannot  be  held  that  the 
second  reading  was  snatched.  Secondly, 
it  is  suggested  that  within  the  next  18 
months  or  so  what  is  now  proposed  to  be 
done  in  respect  to  Belfast  must  be  done 
in  respect  to  the  other  cities  and  bo« 
roughs  of  Ireland.  Well,  Uiat  may  be 
taken  in  two  ways.  Inasmuch  as  a 
general  measure  is  coming  on,  it  may 
be  sug^;ested  that  that  is  a  rery  good 
reason  why  we  should  wait,  and  not 
deal  with  any  special  place  beforehand  ; 
but  I  do  not  rise  to  dwell  upon  the  merits 
of  the  case  at  all.  I  rise.  Sir,  to  submit 
to  the  House  some  preliminary  con* 
siderations  which  will  enable  bon.  Mem* 
bers  to  pronounce  an  opinion  as  to  whe- 
ther this  Question  should  be  now  enter* 
tained.  I  hare  had  to  consider,  of 
course,  the  matter,  in  fulfilment  of  the 
duties  of  the  Office  I  have  the  honour  to 
hold  ;  and  I  confess  I  have  some  dear 
opinions  on  the  subject  myself,  and  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  explain  my  meaning 
to  the  House,  so  that  they  may  agree  in 
my  judgment  of  the  matter.  Now,  the 
hon  Oentleman  went  at  great  length  into 
the  merite  of  the  drainage  question — he 
said  a  great  deal  about  the  cost,  about 
the  en^eer,  about  the  way  the  seheme 
was  originated^  and  he  went  into  aetaral 
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b«arinr  whatever.      Ho  alao  want  at  Bill,  the  quMtion  of  the  aaatnilation  of 

length  tnto  the  projn^etTof  aaaimilating  the  Municipal  and  Parliamentary  fran- 

the  Municipal  and  Parliamentary  Iran-  chiaee  in  Belfast  only  confiiaea  the  Bnti« 

chisee  in  Belfast,  and  of  extending  tho  neea  of  the  Iloute.     [Mr.  Bbxtok:    It 

borough  boundariea,  and  said  much  in  was  done  laat  year  on  the  Kathninea 

condemnation  of  tho  character  of  tho  liilL]     I  will  come  to  that  in  due  time, 

exiftting  Town  Council  of  Belfast.  Now,  My    present    object    it    to    point    out 

I  am  going  to  aasume  that  all  tho  hon.  the  extraordinarr  ineouTenience  which 

Oentloman*ftallogationaarotrue  ^**Hoar,  may  ro«ult  if  what  is  now  being  done 

hear ! "  0ni  '*  No,  no !  '*  J     For  the  8%ko  woro  accepted  aii  a  precedent.  We  might 

of  argument  I  may  aanume  them  to  be  hare  introduced,  u|on  •«>me  small  Bill 

true.     I  aMumo  the  character  of   tho  d«»aliog  with  a  family  property,  a  pro* 

Council  at  lielfaat  to  be  worse  than  it  fmsal  to  alter  tho  tenure  of  land,  or 

has  been  d<Mirribed  by  tho  hon.  Oentio-  to  abolish  states  entail ;  in  fact,  pro* 

man  ;  that  the  Council  is  as  deficient  in  posals  might  be  made  to  make  the  most 

cimmon  sen^e  as  wo  are  asked  to  bo-  radical  alterations  in  tho  law  of  Kng« 

lieve;  that  it  is  unjust;  that  it  isextrara-  land  in  resjiect  to  landed  property.     Wo 

gant.     I  assume  that  it  is  do%irable  to  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  supposed 

a*iimilato  tho  Municipal  and    Parlia-  lo  be  farourahlo  to  a  scheme  lor  tho 

meritary  franchises  in  Belfast ;  that  it  is  reform  of  county  government ;    and  if 

proi>er  the  iKirough  of  Belfast  should  what  the  hon.  (lentleman  (Mr.  Bexton) 

Ih»  enlarged  ;  that  the  css<«  the  hon.  Oen-  pn>poses  were  agreed  to,  and  taken  as 

tieman    has    made  out   is  reasonable ;  a  precedent,  we  should  hare  great  quea* 

even  then  I  put  it  to  tho  House  that,  all  tions  of  county  government  discussed  as 

these  things  tx*ing  conceded  and  accepted  an  annex  to  so  »e  small  proposal  eon* 

as  true,  the  Instruction  to  the Coromitto<«>  nected  with  a  particular  county.     We 

which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  propo^Mi  mav  have,  as  in  this  case,  a  borough 

ought  not  to  fie  entertained.     I  c«mio.  Bill  bronicht  in,  and  we  may,  in  respect 

as  a  lawyer  would  f»«y,  to  demur.     For  to  that  Bill,  intnNluce  any  political  ques* 

the  purpose  of  argument   I  accept  his  tion  we  like.     I  wonder  tne  hon.  Uoq. 

statement  of  the  facts  ;  but  I  demur  to  tieman.  if  bethought  about  it  at  all,  did 

the  action  he  proposes  to  take — namely,  not  go  on  to  do  S'>roething  more  than 

to  move  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  propose  the  assimilation  of  the  Parlia* 

on  the  Belfast  Main  I>rainAge  Hohemo,  mentaiy  and  Municipal  franchises  in  Bel* 

by  which  the  (^>mmitt<«e  will  l>e  ordered  fkst — I  wonder  he  aid  not  propose  that 

to  insert  the  clause*  ho  prop  >see  to  have  in  Belfast  women  should  have  the  vota^a 

inserted  therein.     So  far  as  I  under*  very  good  object,  I  admit,  but  altogether 

stand  it,  the  Instruction  do4«s  not  give  imnertinent  to  the  particular   subject 

the  (\>romittee  any  disiTetion  ;  it  oiders  under  discusi«on.    Tnere    is  the  sub* 

the  Committee  to  do  all  these  things,  j<>ct  of  proportional  representation  upon 

not  to  discriminate  between  one  and  the  which    I     myself    f««el    very   strongly, 

other  thing,  but  to  give  this  one,  and ,  I    should,    however,    be     rery     much 

throw  out  the  other.     The  Committee  astonished  if,  supposing  the  Corporation 

on  this  IVivate  Bill  is  to  be  ordered  to  of  Birmingham  were  to  promote  a  Bill 

do  all  the  thinirs  su>rgested.    The  In*  in  respect  t«>  gaa  and  water,  it  was  pro* 

stmction  is  diviaible  int4>  two  parts,  one  posed  that  it  should  be  an  Instruction 

the  assimilation  of  the  Municipal  and  to  the  Committee  having  to  deal  with 

Parliamentary  franchisee,  and  the  other  that  Bill  that  they  introduce  into  Btr* 

the  enlargement  of  the  borough  of  IM*  mingham  the  system    of  proportional 

fast     I  think  that,  in  rrspert  to  b«>th  of  repreM>ntation.     I  should  1h«  strongly  in 

these  subjects,  the  Hoose  will  se«»  it  is  favour  of  the  proposal ;  but  I  think  my 

improper  tf>  entertain  this  Instruction  at  sense  of  the  order  and  direncv  of  the 

thia  m«micnt.     The  asf^imilation  of  the  Business  of  this  Houito  would  lead  me 

Parliamentary  and  Municipal  franchises  to  ref^ise  to  entertain  it   The  hon.  Mem* 

in  Belfast  is,  aa  the  hon.  if  ember  him*  ber  haa  referred  to  certain  actions  taken 

self  has  aaid,  a  public  quevfion.     It  is  by  the  Hoose.    They  were  all  actions 

a  question  which  we  ought  to  be  die*  taksa  by  the  Hoose  in  rsspset  to  Public 

eossing  later  in  the  evening,  and  not  at  Bosinsss.  Bot  there  is  one  anestion—tha 

the  time  when  Private  Bosineas  is  trans*  qosetioo  of  what  happened  last  Jnly— 

astad.     To  intiodnee  opoo  a  Private  which  ia   a   precudsnt  aa  his  inroor. 
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There  was  a  Bill  brought  in  with  re- 
spect to  a  portion  of  Dublin — Bath- 
mines.  On  the  consideration  of  that  Bill, 
late  in  July,  after  the  Bill  had  gone 
through  its  stages  before  the  Select 
Committee,  after  it  had  passed  the  other 
House,  it  was  proposed  by  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  alter  the  municipal  fran- 
chise within  the  district  of  Bathmines, 
and  that  was  done.  I  do  not  shrink 
from  the  fact  that  the  proposal  was  car- 
ried. If  jou  look  at  the  discussion  on 
that  Bill  as  I  have  done,  you  will  find 
that  the  point  I  am  now  endeayouring 
to  press  on  the  House  was  not  men- 
tioned at  all.  A  great  authority  in  the 
House  made  the  proposal;  it  was  ac- 
cepted and  carried ;  but  it  was  accepted 
and  carried  without  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  the  measure.  P'  Oh ! "]  That  is  a 
mere  statement  of  fact.  Consult  Hunnard^ 
and  you  will  find  that  the  case  of 
the  Bathmines  Bill  ought  not  to  be 
taken  as  a  precedent.  1  appeal  to  the 
House,  if  they  wish  that  the  Busi- 
ness of  the  House  should  be  conducted 
properly,  to  disregard  the  action  taken 
in  reference  to  the  Bathmines  Bill.  The 
other  part  of  the  Instruction  relates  to 
the  boundary  of  Belfast  and  the  division 
of  the  wards.  The  first  part  of  the  In- 
struction deals  with  a  public  question  ; 
but  the  second  part  deals  with  a  priyate 
question,  and  private  questions  the 
Orders  of  the  House  have  jealously 
guarded.  The  question  of  the  extension 
of  the  boundary  of  the  borough  of  Bel- 
fast, desirable  as  extension  is,  no  doubt, 
depends  very  largely  upon  the  exact  line 
of  extension.  The  question  involves 
that  of  rating,  the  rating  of  the  inhabi- 
tants within  the  parts  proposed  to  be 
annexed,  the  rating  of  Selfast,  and  the 
rating  of  the  county  from  which  the  parts 
annexed  are  taken.  All  these  things 
are  carefully  guarded  in  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House ;  and  it  is  provided 
that  of  every  alteration  of  the  boundary 
of  a  borough  Notice  should  be  given  in 
October  and  again  in  November,  and 
that  the  whole  neighbourhood  was  pre- 
viously well-informed  and  warned  of 
what  is  proposed.  But  this  proposal  is 
made  without  any  such  previous  Notice. 
Without  any  observance  of  the  Bules 
and  Forms  laid  down  by  the  Houae,  it 
is  proposed  that  this  Committee  must, 
witnout  looking  at  the  facts  of  the  case, 
extend  the  boundary  of  the  borough  of 

Mr.  Coming 


Belfast.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive 
that  the  House  will  be  so  careless  of  its 
own  Bules,  will  act  in  such  defiance  of 
the  safeguards  laid  down,  will  be  so  in- 
different to  the  conduct  of  its  own  pri- 
vate legislation,  as  to  pass  the  Motion 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  proposes. 
The  alterations  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  mav  be  assumed  to  be  quite 
right  in  themselves.  If  brought  forward 
at  the  proper  time  and  in  a  proper 
manner  they  might  be  adopted:  they 
would  undoubtedly  be  supported  by  a 
large  number  of  Members.  It  is  most 
improper  to  propose  them  at  this  time ; 
ana  what  I  desire  is  to  restrict,  if  pos- 
sible, the  attention  of  the  House,  in  the 
first  place,  at  all  events,  to  the  prelimi- 
naiy  question,  ought  this  Instruction 
to  be  entertained  ?  Let  us  decide  that 
in  the  first  place,  allowing  the  case  made 
out  to  be  a  good  case.  If  we  decide  that 
the  Instruction  ought  not  to  be  enter- 
tained I  apprehend  it  will  fall  to  the 
ground,  n  we  decide  that  the  Instruc- 
tion ought  to  be  entertained  we  oan 
then  proceed  to  inquire  into  its  merits, 
with  a  view  to  its  adoption  or  otherwise. 
But  I  wish.  Sir,  to  raise  the  preliminary 
objection  that  this  Instruction  is  one  of 
a  character  which  the  House  ought  not  to 
approve,  and  for  that  purpose  I  propose 
to  move  the  Previous  Question,  on  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  vote  without  ex* 
pressing  any  opinion  whatever  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  alterations  recommended 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  We  shall  vote 
only  upon  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  Instruction  is  one  which  ought  to  be 
entertained  at  all ;  and  I  apprahend,  if 
I  move  the  Previous  Question,  the  debate 
will,  in  the  first  place,  at  all  events,  be 
necessarily  confined  to  the  narrow  ques- 
tion whether  the  Instruction  ought  to  be 
entertained.  [OriVto/*** Shame!"]  Hon. 
GenUemen  call  <'  Shame.*'  I  trust  I 
shall  never  be  ashamed  to  do  something 
which  is  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties 
of  my  Ofiice,  and  in  the  protection 
of  the  order  and  course  of  the  Busi- 
ness of  this  House.  For  that  pur- 
pose I  ask  that  the  Previous  Question 
should  be  proposed,  and  that  the 
House  should  decide,  in  the  first  place, 
whether  they  will  go  any  further  in 
this  matter.  I  will  move  the  Previous 
Question,  and  then  we  shall  vote  "  Aye" 
or  <'  No  "  shall  the  Question  be  put  I 
think  that  the  gioat  majoritv  of  the 
Members  of  the  House,  certainly  of  the 
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old«r  U«mb«rt  of  th«  Hoom»  will  b« 
M  geftlout  of  our  Ordors  and  R^g«U- 
lions  that  tb^j  will  voto  fur  the  Pro- 
Tioiu  QaottioQ,  and  thaa  rofoao  to  allow 
tho  moritt  of  tho  lafttmctton  to  bo  gono 
into.  I  bo^,  Sir,  to  more  tho  Proriotu 
Question. 


Ptftiout  Qmffton  proposed,  '*That  the 
Orifcinal  Uuottion  be  now  put/'— 'fil# 
Ckiiirman  of  H'g^»  ^nd  J/mm.) 


moaaoro  in  Belfast,  tonehiag  the  Bill 
itself,  of  which  we  hear  m>  much,  snrelj 
the  nu<«etion  would  hare  be<>n  raised  at 
the  t*le«*ti()n  of  the*  Town  (\iunctl ;  surelj 
the  question  would  hare  bern  made  a 
Partj  (me,  or  an  c*l<Hticin  one  on  the 
•Juth  of  November?  On  the  enntrarpr, 
howeriT.  not  a  singlo  meetinfr  was  held 
in  oppositiou  to  the  Hill ;  and,  m>  far  as  I 
know,  cot  one  solitary  lotter  has  even 
appeared  in  the  public  PreM,  in  rola- 
Ma.  8KXT0N  :  As  a  cjuestion  of  \  tiun  to  the  candidatee  who  came  before 
Order,  Mr.  Hpeaker,  I  dostro  to  ask  •  the  burg<Hi«es  for  municipal  honours, 
whether  the  PreTious  Question  will  deter  '  bearing  upon  this  Hill.  I  am  not  aware 
the  House  from  c  >nsidering  the  merits  .  that  a  f»tngl«»  change  occurred  in  the  re* 
of  the  Hill — whether  it  i^  proposed  to  '  presentation  owing  to  this  much  talk«Ml 
confine  the  dcbato  within  the  narrow  of  Hill  which  is  to  exercise  such  a 
limits  «uggcAte<l  by  the  lion.  (n*ntleman  ?  se^oro  iDlluf»nc<»  upm  tho  t'>wn.  Now, 
Ma.  SPK.VKKU  :  I  do  njt  think  the  it  has  eren  been  said  that  three  of  our 
debatecanh<«i»tri<tlycontined,onthoPre-  '  four  H^iards  are  inttrr^ed  in  the  Hill, 
Tious  Question  being  moTinl,  to  the  facts  and  that  two  of  them  are  againnt  it. 
relating  to  whether  tho  Question  shall,  That  is  so ;  but  the  bon.  MemWr  who 
or  shall  not,  be  put.  The  Original  Ques-  said  that  should  have  told  tou  that  the 
tion  was  that  it  bean  Instruction  to  .  two  Hoards  which  have  petitioned  against 
the  Oommittce  on  this  Hill  that  they  |  the  Hill  hare  petittoneil  only  on  clsusc»a. 
shall  insert  in  it  clauses  for  the  purponoA  |  They  desire  to  have  inserted  in  the 
stat«Hi  in  the  Motion,  sinc4»  which  the  •  measure  provisions  suffliicnit  to  protect 
Previous    Qu«*Mion    has    been    moved,  ;  their  interests  as  Hoards ;  but  the  main 


"That  the  Original  Question  bo  now 
put." 

Ma.  HASLKFT:  After  the  challenge 
that  has  lH>en  thn>wn  out  to  me  that  I 
should  rise  to  d«*fvnd  this  Hill  as  one  of    Catholic  on  tho  Town  (^)uncil. 


question  of  the  Bill  is  nnopnosid  by 
them.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  tho 
Town  Tou Dcilhirs  themsi*lvi»s,  it  ha«  brea 
Asid     that    we    never    had    a    Boman 


the  Belfast  Members,  I  must  My  at  the 
outset  that  1  regrot  very  much  boing 
called  upon  in  thm  House  to  d«*fond  the 


I 


Ma.  SKXToN  :  You  had  one. 
Ma.  HANLKTr:  I  distinctly  nader- 
stood  tho  hon.  Member  to  say  that  we 


Ma.  Hl-LXTON :  I  said  that  thero 

formerly  one.     

Ma.    HASLI-rrX:    There    was   one, 


Town  Council  of  Belfast  againut  an  never  had  a  Homan  Catholic  on  our 
attack,  to  some  extent  personal,  and  to  I  lk>ard. 
a  very  large  extent  alisolutely  erroneous. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  public  of  Bel- 
fast had  no  know lodgo  whatever  that  this 
Bill  would  be  brought  forward.  It  has  ,  Sir,  and  he  was  an  honoured  Member — 
boon  said  that  tho  ratepayers  were  namely,  Mr.  Aldt^rman  Hughes,  whoso 
ignorant  of  what  it  was  proposed  to  do,  memory  is  very  dear  io  us.  There  was 
and  had  no  means  of  expressing  an  '  also  Mr.  John  ilamiU,  and  I  will  remind 
opinion  upon  tho  Bill — indeed,  that  the  I  tho  IIou»e  that  Mr.  Bigger,  who  was 
whole  matter  was  cottduct««d  in  a  hole-  I  then  a  Prxa^^stant,  but  is  now  a  li^imaa 


in-the.c«>mer  way,  and  brought  in  a 
fuU-lb^tlgiMi  shape  before  tho  public, 
without  their  having  had  the  tlighto«t 
op|xirtunity  of  rxpreMit.g  them«4-Ut*s 
with  legard  to  it,  or  voting  u|K>a  it 
Po«*ibly,  Sir,  tho  MemlM<rs  of  thi* 
Hou<«e  will  n<.t  be  %urprise«l  u>  find  th.it. 
by  your  own  laws,  it  was  ab««>lut«»ly 
necesvary  that  th«*  HiU  should  l>e  brought 
in  before  Novomb«>r,  and  that  on  the 
U-Jth  of  November  one-third  of  the 
entire  Corporation  retired.  Well,  if 
there  bad  boon  tho  opposition  to  this 

VOL.  CXXTI.     [nnmo  snna] 


Catholic,  wss  a  Momln^r  of  tho  li4»ard. 

An  Irish  Mi.MBca :  Ho  was  a  Preiby* 
torian. 

Ma.  UASLKTT:  He  is  a  Koman 
Catbolic  now,  and  I  daresay  if  we  anto* 
dst**  his  pro*ent  opini<ms  wo  may  say 
that  when  ho  was  on  the  H«»ard  he  re* 
pn^^cnted  th«  Roman  Csthi>Iir  faith.  It 
na«  alMi  be-on  state<l  as  a  charge  against 
the  Belfast  Town  t  ouncil  that  we  havo 
passed  H  Acts  of  Parliament.  That  is 
true,  and  it  is  the  highest  tribute  to  the 
growth    of  BoUaat.     Othar   towns   in 
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Ireland,  represented  by  hon.  Members 
below  the  Oangwaj,  do  not  need  Acts 
of  Parliament.    Their  progress  is  in  the 
opposite  direction,  and  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment are  not  required  by  them  to  goTern 
the  necessary  machinery  of  a  progressive 
town.  Then  it  is  said  that  we  are  bring- 
ing forward  this  Bill  as  a  kind  of  after- 
thought,  because  trade    is    dull.     No 
doubt  trade  is  dull  in  Belfast,  and  that, 
in  common  with  other  portions  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  we  have  sufifered  very 
much  from  depression.   That  is  just  one 
of  the  reasons  why  we  thought  it  an 
especiallv  favourable  time  to  carry  on  a 
large  public  work.     We  thought  that  if 
ever  it  was  to  be  done  it   should  be 
done  when  general  trade  was  dull,  and 
when,  if  not  for  the  sake  of   getting 
labour  at  a  cheaper  rate,  we  might  ex- 
pect to  keep  the  labouring  population  of 
our  town  in  employment.     With  regard 
to  the  sewaee  question,  we  have  been 
working  in  Belfast  on  the  very  lines 
that  we  are  taking  in  this  Bill  for  a  long 
number  of  years.     In  1 865  we  received 
power    from    Parliament  to  construct 
arterial  sewers  under  a  special  sewage 
rate ;  but  these  sewers  are  all  constructed 
with  the  distinct  object  of  being  tribu- 
tanr  to  the  great  scheme  which  is  now 
before  the  House.    The  scheme  is  by  no 
means  a  new  one.    The  hon.  Gentleman 
below  the  Gangway  (Mr.  Sexton)  says 
that  the  scheme  is  the  outflow  of  one 
mind  only,  and  he  quotes  a  meeting  at 
8t.  George's  Hall.     Well,  I  do  not  Tike 
to  speak  of  that  meeting,  because  I 
maintain  that  it   was   not  thoroughly 
representative ;  but,  take  it  as  all  it  has 
been  said  to  be,  the  objection  raised  is, 
that  the  Council  did  not  offer  £100  as  a 
reward  for  some  other  scheme  ?    [Mr. 
Sextok  :  For  the  best  scheme !]    Well, 
for  the  best  scheme.    8o  far  from  the 
present  scheme  being  the  outflow  of  one 
mind,  it  was  the  outflow  of  the  long 
and  careful  consideration  of  our  late 
borough    surveyor,    Mr.    Montgomery, 
than  whom  no   better  authority  upon 
this  matter  ever  existed.     It  has  been 
altered  by  our  present  borough  surveyor, 
who  sucoeeded  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  it 
has  been  carefully  considered,  and  every 
line  drawn  out  under  the  direction  of 
Sir  Joseph  Bazalgette.  That  is  no  mean 
authority,  and  I  do  not  think,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Belfast  can  fairly  be  charged 
with  hole-in-the-oomer  meetings,  and 

Mr,  EiuUH 


having  an  infinitesimal  amount  of  mind 
and  judgment  devoted  to  this  great 
scheme  of  sewage — when  you  find  that 
they  had  the  fiai  of  one  who  stands,  if 
not  at  the  head  of  his  Profession,  at 
least  amongst  the  foremost  of  the  engi- 
neers of  this  country.  We  are  told  that 
at  that  meeting  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred Mr.  Dempsey  stated  that  he  was 
unable  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  Bill — 
I  think  I  am  right  in  that  statement. 
Well,  the  House  will  be  surprised  to 
find  that  I  myself  sent  him  a  copy,  and 
received,  after  some  time,  a  courteous 
letter  returning  the  Bill,  and  saying 
that  he  had  taken  all  the  neoessaiy 
notes  from  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Did  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber send  that  copy  of  the  Bill  to  Mr. 
Dempsey  before  or  after  the  1st  of 
February  ? 

Mr.  HASLETT:  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  heard  any  question  raised 
on  that  point.  [^Laughter.']  It  will  just 
be  as  well,  I  tbink,  if  hon.  Members 
will  wait  to  laugh  until  they  find 
whether  or  not  a  laugh  is  required. 
The  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Sexton)  did  not 
state  time  or  circumstances,  but  made 
the  declaration  absolutely,  that  Mr. 
Dempsey  had  been  unable  to  procure 
a  copy  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  quoted  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Dempsey's  speech  at  that  meeting. 

Mr.  HASLETT :  I  am  endeavouring 
to  follow  the  hon.  Member's  argument. 
After  the  statement  of  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  I  should  not  have  in* 
terfered,  only  that  I  think  it  is  due  to 
the  Belfast  Corporation  that  I  should 
express  my  opinions  here,  lest  the 
House  should  think  they  are  the  black 
sheep  they  have  been  painted.  Now, 
the  hon.  Member  says  that  the  Catholic 
burgesses  have  no  votes  in  these  mat- 
ters— that  they  are  utterly  unrepre* 
sented  in  the  Belfast  Town  Council,  and 
that  even  the  Liberals  had  no  repre- 
sentative till  the  name  of  Mr.  Sexton 
was  brought  before  Belfast  as  a  kind  of 
scare-crow  in  the  Corporation.  The 
hon.  Member  must  surely  have  been 
wrong  in  his  history.  The  member  of 
the  Belfast  Corporation  to  whom  he 
refers  has  been  a  member  of  it  for  many 
years — for  a  period  extending  long  be- 
hind the  time  that  we  ever  dreamt  of 
Mr.  Sexton  coming  to  Belfast  to  honour 
us  with  representation.  He  says  that 
the  Town  Clerk  is  the  Corporation,  and  I 
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am  not  prrp*r«d  to  say  aQjtbinff  on  that 

000  way  or  the  other ;  hut  ht*  forgot  to 
toll  yott  that  tha  Town  (^lork  i«  not  only 
the  Town  Clerk  proner,  but  that  he 
embodiee  in  himeelf  both  tho  Town 
dork  and  tho  Town  Solicitor;  thnt  ho 
cnrrif'^  on  all  the  nore^sary  machiucry 
of  tho  law  without  cost ;  and  that  he 
pron)ot4«a  BilU  in  Parliament  without 
!</.  of  rt«ward— it  is  not  a  matter  of  tho 
amalleat  coin  in  the  Kcolm  to  him  wht»- 
thor  a  Hill  is  brought  before  Parliament 
or  not.  There  ia  no  foe  attached  to  hia 
ofRro,  nor  dooe  he  rec4*ire  the  sroalleiit 
coin  of  the  Realm  for  hit  •enrii^'a  in  that 
reapect.  And  we  are  told  again  that 
the  salartot  are  immensely  advanced. 
The  hon.  Member,  howorer,  failed  •to 
tell  the  Iloueo  that  while  Belfast  has 
nwer  been  wanting  in  the  neccMary 
money  to  carry  on  ite  officet — while  it 
haa  had  ita  Mairora,  that,  I  think,  hare 
done  creilit  to  Irf  land  in  carrying  out 
thuir  oflict%  they  hare  not  »')Ught  fn»ni 
tho  haDdii  or  pock(*t«  of  tho  ratt'payera 
any  funda  to  onahlo  th<'m  to  carry  on 
thi*ir  Mayiiral  dutto«.  lie  forgot  to  t<*ll 
you  that  in  tho  ntidiit  of  inert* aaing  do- 
pr(»«»ion  in  Ihihlin  the  hon.  Member** 
fri«n«U — hit  tpc*  iai  frit*ttdt — in  that<ity 
adrancinl  the  Mayor* t  talary  from  £'i.(H»t) 
to  £J,t)00  a-yoar  in  order  that  tptiial 
entcrtainmontt  might  be  givm.  and 
til  lit  there  might  bo  tho  meant  of  carry- 
ing on  the  ntH^o«tar>'  machinery  of  the 
('or|M>raliou.  lie  haa  upokfn,  Sir,  of 
ent«'rtainuiontii  in  P«'lfa«*t.  I  would  re« 
mind  him  that  tho  <'or]M>rati(in  of  IMfa^t 
hat  neror  aakcd  from  the  rate |»ay era  one 
farthing  fur  any  oLtertainmont,  public 
or  private,  that  wat  given  in  the  four 
rornora  of  our  borough.     Our  Mayor,  at 

1  think,  8tr,  you  will  remember,  waa 
complimented— our  town  wat  o>mpU- 
monted — on  the  ftplendid  reception  giren 
to  KoTalty  within  r<H«*nt  tiiii«*a,  a  recep- 
tion that  we  w«re  proud  of  a«  Mc*m)H<rt 
of  an  Iriih  « on^titucnry ;  and  all  that 
wat  di<ne  without  ai>)M*aliug  to  tho  ra!o. 
payi  rt  for  a  tingle  farthing.  Now,  Sir, 
with  n^gard  to  wl.at  ha*  Limu  raid  •«> 
well  by  tha  Chairman  of  >Va)t  and 
Mc*atii».  I  do  not  liko  to  go  into  the 
i|u«'»ti<in  of  h'lw  littlo  an  Iri«h  Member. 
ou«*  of  tho  mo%t  t«xpori«'nc4d  in  this 
IIou^o,  knowt  of  a  question  on  which  ho 
haa  Ikvu  dilating  to  you,  whtn  he  trllt 
YOU  that  there  it  a  oualitjcation  for  tlie 
lt4«lfatt  Town  (xmncii.  i ^ne  would  hav«* 
tbooght  that  ha  would  hare  been  woU 


infomad  on  the  Qaaliieation  Act  that 
wat  patted  tome  yeara  ainca.  It  ta  a 
pity  that  we  hare  to  come  to  Kagland 
for  inf(»rmation  on  our  own  local  atfairt. 

Mr.  SKXTOX  ;  You  hare  a  qualiti« 
cation.  

Mu.  IIASLETT:  Therein  nothing  of 
the  kind.  Any  man  it  qualified  to  ait  on 
the  Town  Council—the  man  who  ta 
qualified  to  Tote  it  qualified  to  tit. 

Ma.  SKXTON  :  A  £10  qualifioation  ! 

Ma.  lIASUriT:  A  man  who  can  vote 
ia  qualifiod  to  ait.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard 
to  the  estention  of  the  borough,  and  the 
main  auettion  that  haa  been  to  ably 
touched  upon  by  the  Chairman  of  Waya 
and  Meant,  it  would  n^quira  an  Act  of 
Parliament  longer  than  the  entire  Act 
that  vou  havo  rt^ferred  to  tho  Committao 
to  place  Uelfajkt  in  a  pro|H>r  condition  on 
tho  lin«*t  that  the  Aon.  Member  haa 
brought  before  you.  It  ia  a  very  eaay 
matter  to  tay  **  reduce  the  franchite  to  tho 
Parliamentary  lerel ;"  but  I  would  point 
out  that  you  would  hare  all  the  machinery 
of  adminittration  to  follow.  You  have 
all  tho  machinery  of  Courtaof  Law ;  you 
hare  all  the  mat  hinory  of  tnxation,  and 
all  the  machinery  that  ai^oomplithea  tho 
distribution  of  taxation  between  tl&e 
town  and  borouglit  and  tha  countiea. 
You  hare  the  qut-ittioa  of  ralieTing  tha 
county  from  the  borough,  and  tho  dit* 
tribution  of  taxation  on  the  one  and  tha 
freeing  of  the  other,  tava  in  ao  far  aa 
the  proritiona  will  tettle  the  relative 
amimnt  which  thall  ba  applied  by  tha 
biirough ;  wo  hare  all  thete  thinga  to 
attend  to,  and  tet  we  are  told  that  it 
can  be  dt>no  almott  with  a  atroke  of  a 
|M»n.  Inttancet  are  citod,  and  I  have  in 
my  mind  the  ttatoment  of  the  Chairman 
of  Wayt  and  Meana  in  regard  to  tha 
Uathminea  illuttratioa.  It  aeema  to  ma 
that  that  illuttration  waa  not  at  all 
gormane  to  tha  Question  lN*fore  the 
Hou«e.  In  the  very  notice  ittui^d  in  the 
ca«o  of  Itathminea  the  queetion  of  fran- 
chiM«  waa  actually  introduord,  whereat 
Tou  are  atked  to  deal  with  a  franchita 
in  lielfatt  without  eith4*r  tha  oataada 
populati«in  being  atkad  whether  they 
were  willing  to  be  tnken  into  tha  bo- 
rough, or  tha  intide  population  lH>ing 
atkvd  whether  ihey  wtre  willing  that 
the  out*tde  (Mipulation  ahonld  be  taken 
in.  I>>t  me  tay  at  the  prearnt  moment, 
aa  I  ttated  bofore  a  iVnunittae  aoma 
yrart  tince,  that  the  taking  in  of  that 
outaida  population  would  ba  an  abaolut^ 
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loes  to  those  inside,  but  that  it  may  be- 
come necessary.  I  belieye  it  will  be 
necessaiy,  and  I  am  prepared  to  yield 
to  no  man  in  my  earnest  desire,  if  a 
public  measure  is  brought  forward,  to 
give  it  the  most  favourable  considera- 
tion ;  but  I  should  not  be  ashamed  to 
face  my  constituency,  after  the  vote  I 
shall  give  in  this  matter,  distinctly 
stating  that  I  did  not  agree  that  that 
question  should  be  introduced  into  a 
Bill*  that  has  been  framed  for  an  entirely 
different  purpose.  Then,  as  to  the 
water  question,  many  districts  around 
Belfast  have  asked  for  a  water  supply. 
They  have  asked  for  a  supply  of  water 
from  our  Water  Board,  and  when  that 
Water  Board  came  to  get  additional 
powers  they  added  to  those  powers  they 
already  possessed  others  enabling  them 
to  sell  water  to  the  outside  population. 
The  hon.  Member  says  the  people  are 
taxed  for  water  without  representation ; 
but  that  is  not  the  case — those  who  take 
water  from  us  are  represented  on  the 
Water  Board.  They  could  not  expect 
representation  elsewhere,  for  that  is  the 
only  subject  for  which  they  are  taxed ; 
and  that  brings  me  to  the  subject  of  the 
outside  population,  and  the  system  of 
taxation.  This  House  has  passed  judg- 
ment on  an  equal  system  of  taxation 
under  a  Public  Act,  which  we  know  as 
the  Sanitary  Act.  If  these  improve- 
ments were  carried  out  under  that  Act 
the  tax  on  which  we  should  levy  the 
rate  to  carry  out  these  works  would  be 
the  borough  rate.  That  would  not  be  a 
differential  tax.  In  addition  to  that 
there  is  a  kindred  subject  to  look  at — 
namely,  the  Sewage  Question  of  1865. 
This  House  distinctly  gave  its  voice  to 
the  carrying  out  that  scheme  of  sewage 
upon  an  equal,  and  not  a  differential, 
system  of  taxation.  I  have  to  apologize 
for  having  trespassed  for  so  long  on  the 
time  of  the  House;  and  as  a  young 
Member  I  have  to  thank  hon.  Members 
for  the  attention  they  have  given  to  me, 
and  I  trust  that  the  vote  of  this  House 
will  be  given  in  favour  of  its  own  Rules — 
Rules  that  we  believe  are  for  the  public 
welfare.  I  trust  hon.  Members  will  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  diverted  into  a 
side  issue,  having  nothing  to  do  with 
the  main  question  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  THOROLD  R0QER8 :  I.  Sir, 
rise  to  ask  a  question  on  a  question  of 
Order,  or  rather  of  interpretation.  Sir, 
it  seems  to  me,  in  looking  at  the  Motion 
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of  the  hon.  Member  put  down  here,  that 
if  the  Committee  is  instructed  to  carry 
out  the  first  part  of  this  Motion,  consist- 
ing of  four  clauses,  the  second  part  of  it 
will  distinctly  neutralize  the  first.  The 
first  part  of  the  Motion  says — 

"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Bnlfaflt  Main  Drainage  Bill,  that  they 
do  insert  in  the  Bill  Clauses  for  the  following 

purposes,'* 

and  then  the  Motion  goes  on  to  enume- 
rate the  purposes  for  which  the  clauses 
are  to  be  passed — namely,  the  assimila- 
tion of  the  franchise,  to  enlarge  tho 
qualification,  to  alter  the  boundaiy,  and 
to  provide  for  a  new  election  of  tho 
Town  Council.  These  are  all  admirable 
things,  and  for  all  of  them  I  should  be 
willing  to  vote;  but  the  hon.  Member 
has  a  second  Resolution  which  says — 

'*  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
that  they  do  strike  out  of  the  Bill  such  clauses 
as  do  not  relate  to  the  Main  Drainage  Scheme.'* 

If  I  understand  English,  the  result  of 
that  would  be  that,  after  having  passed 
the  Resolation  deciding  to  insert  all 
these  admirable  things  I  have  men- 
tioned, we  should  then  proceed  to  elimi- 
nate &om  the  Bill  all  which  we  had  so 
agreed  to.  If  the  hon.  Member  would 
say  ''any  such  other  clauses,"  the  difR* 
culty  would  be  overcome ;  but  as  I  read 
it,  it  seems  to  me  that,  supposing  the 
House  agrees  to  pass  that  Resolution, 
if  it  adopts  the  second,  it  will  thereby 
state  that  all  the  work  of  the  first  should 
be  slaughtered. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  We  are  not  dis- 
cussing  the  second  Instruction  at  all,  but 
the  first.  The  question  of  interpretation 
is  one  for  the  House. 

Mb.  T.  M.  he  alt  :  The  House  has 
just  heard  two  speeches  on  this  question, 
one  of  some  importance  and  the  other  of 
not  much  importance.  The  important 
one  was  that  delivered  for  the  first  time, 
perhaps,  in  his  official  capacity,  by  tho 
hon.  (Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  (Mr.  Courtney),  and  I  reeret 
very  much  that  I  cannot  congratulate 
him  on  his  first  appearance  in  this  House 
in  his  official  capacity ;  for,  Sir,  not  only 
has  he  appeared  as  an  opponent  to  the 
extension  of  the  franchise,  but  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  he  himself,  being  the 
Chairman  of  this  House  and  one  who 
should  he  the  guardian  of  its  liberties, 
has  been  the  one  who  has  attempted  to 
stifle  debate.  I  think  it  can  soercely  be 
considered  dignified,  having  barely  just, 
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i:od 


• )  to  ftpoak,  got  his  foot  in  tho  fttimip, 
hiring  juat  Uk<»n  hi»»<*at  on  that  D^noh 


that  WM  DO  prTf-Oilcnt  at  all.     I  htLXo  to 


I 


r«mind  th«  hon.  ()«ntloman  that   tliat 


n%  (^hairman  of  Wavii  and  M«*an«,  that  .  Ini^trurtion  waa  movisl  h^  tho  right  hon. 
hn  should  attempt,  I  will  not  say  to  UontI<Mimn  th<*  M«*ui)M*r  for  (  hoI<»4*a 
j<Kkoy  tho  IIouso,  l)ut,  at  nil  i»vonta,  to 


giro  what  I  would  rail  a  friendly  load — 
a  friondly  load  to  induce  you,  Bir,  by 
stigi^f'ation  and  intimation,  to  holioro 
that  ho,  in  hi^  ofli<  ial  |>ii*>ition  as  Chair- 
man  <»f  Wnvs  and  M(Mn<«,  should  inH*i. 
^Mte  you  into  ado|.tii)g  tho  viow  tl.nt  tho 
Trorinua  UuoMi<m  bt^ing  niovtMl  l*y  him 
should  havo  tho  otTtntof  proronting  all 
diM  iM^ion  on  tho  morita  of  tho  Hill. 
W«*ll,  Mr.  Sprak<T,  it  is  not  often  that  I 
enjoy  tho  happin«*sa  and  honour  of  hoing 
aMo  to  iongratulate  our  Party  in  thi«i 
Houao  on  bving  allowtsl  grt»at  latitude 
in  dt*Uat'« — rt«rtainly  not  ofton  that  oim* 
could  congratulatM  th<Mu  on  boing  al> 
1ow(m1  auch  latittido  aa  thoy  hare  onjoyod 
t(»*day.  I  think  wo  are  gr«>utly  inil«  l»t«d 
to  you,  Hir,  for  your  ruling,  and  for 
harit.g  rrf'iM'd  to  permit  j'oursolf  to  l»o 
tntinii(Itit<d  by  such  a  su^^oMion  fn»m 
ono  in  tho  p>Mtion  of  tho  Chairman  of 
Way*  and  M«»ans. 

Ikin.  S1*K.\KI:H:  I  do  not  think  tho 
hon  au4|  l«*arn«  d  (3i>ntt<  nrin  is  ontitled 
to  «(M*fik  of  tho  Chnir  in  that  manner 

Ma.  T.  M.    IIKALV:    I    think.  Sir. 

Tou    must     haro     miaundorM'^Ml     mo. 

« 

What    I    Slid   was  that    I    rjngratu* 

Ute 

Ma.  SPKAKKU:  What  I  intvudod 
to  say,  if  I  did  n<'t  say  it.  was  that  thore 
is  no  <|Ui*stion  of  th<*  ('hair  baring  bo4*n 
intimi*Ute<l    by    any  Momber   in    any 


Ma.  T.  M.  IIH.VLY:  I  will  simply 
»4r  that  I  am  glad  what  th«*  Chairman 
of  Wars  and  Moans  nttomptod  to  aay 
from  his  pU>  o,  as  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Moans,  haa  bad  surh  little  influonco 
U|x>n  the  (^hair  1  am  glad  that  so 
gr««at  an  authotity  aa  that  ft  tho  Chair> 
man  of  Wars  and  Moana  was  Di»t  sutH- 
ciont  to  prom.t  tho  diMu«%ion  of  tho 
niorita  of  tlii*  ra»e  bv  tho  niorirc  tho 
Pro^inus  U<io«tii>n.  Tho  hon.  ttfntl««. 
man  ap|M  ara.  as    I  hare  aaid.    f<ir  th« 


undor  tho  dtroctitm  of  tho  thon  Ch-iir- 
man  of  WMa  and  Moans.     Thoy  wi-io 
moro4l  by  th<*  dir«<t  aanction  and  with 
the  direct  approral  of  a  right  boa  (}on* 
tloman  whom  Ireland  and  our  Party  will 
alvars  haro   reason    to  »|»«*ak  of  with 
gratitudo— nam«*Iy,  Sir  Arthur  Otway.  a 
Uentlonian  nbo  wai»  an  (»rnnnHnt  and  a 
diirnity  t')  tho  (Mtnir  in  this  IIoum*.  and 
wh(»m  wo  ha\'o  hadsu<h  gcMMl  n  nMm  at 
all  timts  to   roapcit.     Sir,  Sir  Atthur 
Otway  saw  no  roa««in  at  that  TaMo  to 
objiHt  to  tho  Moti<m  of  tho  right  hon. 
lhiron<*t  tho  Momh«*r  for  ChoI»«»a.     Sir 
Arthur  Ota  ay  (»cuipi<*<l  tho  Chair  of  this 
IIou%o  aa  (*h airman  of  Wa}ii  and  Moana 
for  a  sparo  of  aiz  yeari—  h**did  not  stop 
into  it  a  fortnight  apo— '  ••  Uuti^titin  !  "  ) 
I  am  dealing  with  tho  argument  of  tho 
(*hairmanc»f  Warn  and  Mtans,  and  my 
{Niint  is  that  Sir  Arthur  Otway  agT«*<d 
to  a  similar  principle  aa  that  laid  down 
in  the  Motion  bofnro  tho  II<ii!%o,  wh<n 
it   was   brought  foiwanl   by  th^  right 
hon.  Haronot  tho  Menibor  for  Ch*  t^tn, 
and   I  am   |M»ititiiig  <  ut   that  tho  IIouao 
ia  entit!«»<i  topay  ti.n<h  groat«r  ro«p«»ct 
to  tho  d«oi»ion  <»f  Sir  Arthur  Otway  ln«t 
year,  than  it  is  to  tho  opinion  of  the  pro- 
a«*nt  (^hairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  who 
bni  only  juM  como  intotHfi«o,     M<»ro« 
4»*er,   ytui   rour* *  If  were   in  tho  (*hair 
when  that  Hill,  a«  amend*'d,  had  to  bo 
omsidored,   and    this   tbii.g  was   done 
undor  your  sanction.     Well,  am  I  to  bo 
t«»ld  that  what  was  d<»ue  last  year  in  an 
unrofomied    Parliament,  a    Parliament 
that  had  not  a  single  man  in  it  rotumtHl 
from  any  county  under  the  pro*ent  fran* 
chiae,  nor  in  In-land  fn>m  any  lM>rough, 
am  I  to  be  told  that  what  tho  last  Par- 
liament was   willing   to   do  under   the 
«an(t:on  of  an  eip<  noticed  (Tiairman  of 
War«  and  M«-ana,  thia  pro««ut  Parlia- 
nif-nt  ia  to  rtrfuM*  to  do  under  tho  <»pinion 
of  A  Chairman  of  Way  a  and  Means  owing 
to  somo  crotrhc  t   that  I  am  not  able  to 


fir«t  time  in  his  Othio  of  Chairman  cf  undor«»tand  ?     Of  i<nir«o.   I    know  \ory 

Ways  and   Moans,    aa   tho   dir«<tor  «>f  w«-!l  tiiat  tho  fir «t  O.-dt-r  for  thia  or« ning 

dibato  in  thm  Ilt»*iM*,  and  l.o  n*f*  ra  t'l  i*  tK«*  Wi  m«n*»  SutTrago  ]'.:ll.    lamwtll 

what  haa  bom  cit*<{  aa  a  prfi«-«!ont — to  aware  that   thia  ijioMion  rai*<d  by  my 

tho  fact  that  tho  nirht  hon.  Iiarc>n«*t  the  bon.  Friind    .Mr.  Soxton*  n.a%  tend  to 

Mrtiibor  f»*r   CholMa     ^ir  Charha  W.  •ono    eitont    to  bring   that    Womea'a 

I^ilko'  mored  in  the  lUthmin<»a  Water  >utfrago  Hill  un<!or  the  op<>ratiim  of  tho 

W*<irka  Bill  to  insert  a  dauae  similar  to  halfpaat  li  oMotk  Kule  ;  but  I  would 

that  of  ny  hon.  Friend.    Ue  aays  that  say  that    I    am    a  supporter  ol    tlttl 
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Women's  Suffrage  Bill — I  am  as  anxious 
as  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
can  bo  that  it  should  come  on  for  discus- 
sion ;  but  I  will  not  for  a  moment  allow 
the  fact  that  a  Bill,  which  I  am  a  sup- 
porter of,  is  to  come  on   later  in  the 
evening,  prevent  my  exercising  my  right 
as  a  Member  of  this  House  in  debating 
a  question  of  great  importance  to  the 
utmost  extent  I  think  desirable.     As  to 
that  question,  I  put  it  to    the  House 
whether  it  is  worthy  of  it  to  take  into 
consideration  the  arguments  put  forward 
by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  ? 
He  says,  if  you  have  a  Bill  coming  down 
from  any  English  borough,  such  as  the 
borough  of  Birmingham,  you  have  no 
right,  on  a  question  of  Water  Works  or 
Oas  Business,  to  attempt  to  introduce 
into   it   the   principle  of   proportional 
representation   or    women's    Suffrage. 
That  might  be  a  good  argument  ad- 
dressed to  England ;  but  we  have  in  this 
House  passed    a   Franchise  Bill  time 
after  time,  and  it  has  invariably  been 
kicked  out  in  the  House  of  Lords.     We 
feel  that  it  is  our  duty,  then,  to  seize 
every  opportunity  that  may  offer  itself 
for  pushing  forward  this  question.   Bir- 
mingham may  not  be  anxious  for  pro- 
portional representation ;  but  this  House 
has  time  after  time  affirmed  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  reduction  of  the  franchise  in 
Ireland.     Am  I  to  be  told  that  because 
the  hon.   Gentleman  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  chooses  to  set  up  his 
crotchets  he  is  to  be  accepted  as   an 
authority  when  we  have  the  authority 
of  his  respected  Predecessor  in  the  post 
of  Chairman — Sir  Arthur  Otway— and 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke)  for 
distinctly  accepting  a  similar  Amend- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Hathminea  Bill 
last  year  ?    I  trust  the  House  will  be^of 
opinion    that    precedent    is  to  ficovem 
the  Rules  and  Orders  of  this  House; 
and  I  should  have  thought  that  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  would  be 
bound  to  be    guided  by  precedent  as 
much  as  the  Judges  of  the  land.    In- 
stead of  being  so  bound,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman chooses  to  set  up  his  own  pri- 
vate opinion  over  what  I  would  call 
the  cream    of    authority — namely,  the 
action  of  his  Predecessor,  in  order  to 
secure  the  rejection  of  the  Amendment. 
I  cannot  believe  that  the  House  will  be 
led   away  by  any  oonsideration  of  the 
kind.    I  believe  that  hon.  Members  will 

J^.  T.  M.  Ueal^ 


fairly  consider  the   merits  of  the  case, 
and  the  fact  that  we  have  been  struggling 
for  years  to  bring  forward  Besolutions 
of  this  kind,  many  of  which  have  been 
accepted  by  the  ^use  time  after  timo  ; 
and  we  should  be  neglecting  our  duty  if 
we  did  not  take   every  opportunity  of 
endeavouring  to  effect  a  reform  of  the 
municipal  franchise.     It  has  actually 
been  made  a  taunt  to  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers that  they  allowed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Chelsea  to 
seize  theopportunity  of  dealing  with  the 
question  on  the  Bathmines  %ill;  that 
we  ought  to  have  shown  ourselves  more 
alert  and  watchful,  and,  as  Bepresen- 
tatives  of  the  Irish  people,  should  not 
have  allowed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  take  the  matter  out  of  their  hands. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  has  taken  advantage  of 
a  similar  opportunity  to-night,  and  ho 
hopes  to  accomplish  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Chebea  did. 
I  can  only  say  that  if  my  hon.  Friend 
imagined  that  his  flank  was  likely  to  be 
turned  by  the  action  of  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  he  would  prove  him- 
self of  little  courage  if  he  did  not  imi- 
tate the  action  taken  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
her  for  East  Belfast  (Mr.  De  Cobain'. 
It  IS  very  fortunate  for  the  people  that 
they  are  now  represented  by  no  less 
than  four  Members.    Notwithstanding 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Haslett),  anybody  who  will 
turn  back  to  the  struggle  which  took 
place  in  the   elections  last  November 
will  find  that  the  question  on  which  one 
Tory  candidate  was  defeated,  and  on 
which  Tory  candidates  were  opposed  in 
two  or  three  divisions,  was  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Town  Council  of  Belfast. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  says 
that  this  question  was  not  raised.    I  say 
that  it  was  distinctly  raised ;  and  I  chal- 
lenge the  late  Borough  Treasurer,  who 
is  now  the  Bepresentative  for  theEUistem 
Division  of  Belfast  (Mr.  De  Cobain),  to 
say  that  it  was  not  raised. 

Mr.  HASLETT :  I  did  not  say  that 
the  question  was  not  raised  at  the 
Parliamentary  Election  ;  but  what  I  did 
say  was  that  it  was  not  raised  at  the 
municipal  election. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  am  happy  to 
receive  the  correction,  because  I  tnink  it 
very  much  strengthens  my  |K>8ition.  The 
hon.  Member  says  that  it  was  raised  at 
the  Parliamentaiy  BlectioD,  but  that  it 
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WHS  not  nii»<Hl  «t  the  mttoidpal  rlcction. 
WhjT  vaa  it  not  raiMHl  at  the  municipal 
<»l(M-tion  ?  It  WAS  bfcAUM  the  f*<*ixms 
who  rfiif»«*<l  it  had  no  rot^n.  The  hon. 
M<*nih<T  admitA  that  at  the  rarliamon- 
tarr  Klw'titin  the  €]ii option  vai  raiiuHl  ; 
and  haviii(,^  bo<*n  rniMnl  it  fortni^l  a  moat 
inuMirtant  fartor  iti  the  rlirtiim,  as  1 
well  know,  haWn^r  c1om>1j  folIuw«»tl  tho 
affairs  of  HvlfaM,  and  hcinfr)  a  tub- 
M^riber  to  ita  now»]>apers.  What  hap- 
pened wait  this — the  liorough  Trt'a»iir«T, 
who  now  nits  a^  Member  for  Kant  WA- 
fast  (Mr.  Do  Cobain),  waa  di<«miKMHl 
from  bin  »itoati<»n  by  gontl«>nien  like  the 
hon.  Memln^r  for  \Ve»t  Ib^lfa^t  (Mr.  Han- 
lett  .  He  waa  dtAnii**eiHl  for  darinfr  to 
come  forward  againat  afr<*ntb*man  known 
aa  Sir  J  amen  <  'orrj  :  ar.tl  Sir  James  Corrj* 
waa  ib^foat'd  on  the  dintinct  iMue  of  the 
reform  of  tho  Town  C%>uti<  il.  The  ex- 
Tr*'iieurer  of  livlfast  ^^xv  up  his  Talu- 
able  sitttatiim,  which,  if  wo  are  to  judge 
by  the  salary  )mid  to  tho  Town  (1(>rk. 
must  hare  be<*n  worth  at  lra*>t  £l.oot» 
a-yt*Ar,  in  order  that  he  mi^ht  po  agnin«»t 
the  Town  Touncil  ring  renre^entnl  by 
Sir  James  Corrv.  And  what  is  \\\**n\ 
aided,  I  am  biippy  t  >  say,  by  the  Na- 
tionalints  of  iWllnM,  he  deftnt«-d  the 
Town  Count  :1.  T1h»  hon.  MemlM«r  who 
h\i%  for  South  lb-lfii%t  Mr.  Jobi.«-t>»n  . 
who  is  fond  of  military  tarti<<*.  aU  >  op- 
poMKl  tho  dominant  ring  of  iht*  Town 
t  oun<  il ;  and  ao  small  «fi^  th«*  f^wer  of 
thf«  Town  (\iuniil  riiti;  that  it  wa*  only 
ablo  to  gi\e  the  hen.  A!d«*rn)fiii  tho 
Memlier  ft*r  Wei^t  iWlfaM  ,Mr.  Ilii«btt 
a  mo«t  un*nr«»  sint,  and  one  which  h«« 
carrtiMl  only  by  30  Tot4*s.  That  is  the 
rxact  f^trongth  and  {viwrr  of  the  Town 
<'«»uncil  ring  orer  the  p«*ople  of  IbdfaM. 
Why  hare  not  the  thrcf*  (%*llragu(s  of 
the  hfin.  Meml»er  for  Wt^t  ]ielf.t<it  got 
up  in  this  lIou««*  a^i  the  opponents  of  the 
extension  of  tho  municipal  fniii<hi«4»? 
The  hon.  M«iu1m  r  na^  th**  b«>%t  caniii- 
date  who  ct»uld  l>e  g'd  to  <t»nt«^t  the 
neat  with  'ny  hon.  Kr i«*nd  th<*  Memb«>r 
forSlijco  Mr.S«'itoir.  Why  d<  •■4D<it  the 

hon.    M«njbor   ft»r  SiuOi  B^lfa^t  ^Mr 
John«tf>n  ,  lately  Fj-^^mtv  Iii*pot  »t.  ^\X 
up  and  op|M'fte  thii  lC«»«iil'iti(  u  f    Wliat 
wa^  tho  tir%t   Parliamrntark'  a<  I  of  the 
hon.  Membor  on  th«*  tir*t  day  the  lli>u»e 
met?     It  wsi  to  bring  in  a   Ibll  to  re- 
du<>e  tho  munit  ipal  fram  hi«4*  in  Ireland 
I  challenge  him,  then,  to  gft  up  and  -^ay  . 
that  hechallengea  the  Instru<  ti«io  t'>  the  . 
Oooimittoo  oa  Uia  Bolfaai  Bill,  to  reduce  . 


the  luunic  t  i>-il  frar.chi»o.moT«  d  by  my  hon* 
Fri«*nd.  \Vill  the  h«»n.  M<mb«*r  forMa^t 
lUdfast  I  Mr.  I>e  (*obain  the  di«mi»*M-d 
I)ori»ugh  Tn»ai-uror.  gt«t  upandop|w»so 
thi>  K«'«4dution  ?  Iiclfa»t,  at  this  moment, 
enjoys  th«»  honour  of  being  rrpresente<l 
by  twi»  dismi»»M*d  officials.  I  challeniro 
the  hon.  Membir  f(»r  KiW  llelfa%t  to  get 
up  and  opp<»»e  thi^  Int^truction.  I  chal* 
lengo  any  one  of  theae  (lentlomea  to  faro 
his  Parliamentary  conMituents  at  the 
noxt  el<<tion  with  a  n«cord  that  in  thia 
House  heop|K*<a>4lthe  a«<«imiWtionof  tha 
Parliamentary  and  U»rough  franchise. 
The  hon.  Aldirmnn  tho  Member  for 
Wo>t  lt<lfast  ^.Mr.  lla.«lett)  aays  that  ha 
will  do  M>;  but  he  is  simply  tho  cham- 
pion of  an  unsafe  m^at,  and  tho  defonce 
of  the  Town  t%*unril  is  entiroly  Irft  to 
him.  1  challenge  any  man  of  Helfa^t 
who  holds  a  safe  seat  to  aay  that  he  nill 
op]M>«e  the  assimilation  of  the  Parlia* 
niontary  and  Municipal  franchise.  I 
should  not  be  surptimAl  to  find  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Armagh  '.Sir  Jam<^ 
i  \*TT\  ,  who  formei \\  reprosot  t«il  the  ray 
of  lie) fast,  getting  up  to  opp>M»  the  Mo- 
tion. He  has  now  the  gY>«Kl  lu«  k  to  sit  for 
Mid  Armagh ;  but  it  is  a  long  driro  from 
Mid  Armagh  t-i  UolfdAf,  and  we  may  find 
tlio  hon.  Barxmct  ^tandinguptochampion 
tho  Town  (^»uIl<  il.  •«im  o  tho  Town  <  *ounnl 
chntiipioneit  him.  Whatovrr  luMre  waa 
ahed  npon  the  Dill  by  the  hon.  Member 
f>r  Wo»t  IWlfast  ;Mr.  Ha^Iett  .  I  do  not 
think  that  h'«  arguments  will  ha%e  miich 
olTtct.  I  would  p«>int  out  to  th«*  Houso 
that  within  the  lust  20  )ears  thore  hare 
Ik  on  Iiill<k — 1 1  in  numlMr — brought  into 
Parliament  by  this  tinkering  Town 
(\>uncil,  and  that  it  has  coat  theae  anti* 
Homo  Kutora  of  Belfast  to  ctime  orer 
h«  re  to  liondon,  where  they  can  only  get 
mon  to  manage  their  business  for  thom, 
a  sum  of  £l'»o,o<'0.  I  venture  to  say 
that  a  Parliament  sitting  in  Ihiblin  would 
have  done  tho  work  much  lM>ttcr,  and 
for  much  b  M  monoy.  Ind«vd,  I  cannot 
h<*lp  thinking  that  the  ratopnycr«of  tha 
<'i(yof  Belfast  are  b«*ginuing  to  consider 
what  advantage  :h>y  have  obtained  for 
tho  I. VI. 04)0  goldt  n  M>vt-r«  ign«  they  have 
«<xp4  ndt-d  in  gttii.g  an  indrprndeut 
v«'rdut  upon  thtir  private  business  from 
the  witieacres  of  this  II*»u«o.  headod  by 
the  hon.  (trntleman  tl.i*  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  M«-an«        ••  t  »rdor !  " 

Ma.  SP£.\KKK  :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  is  certainly  not  in 
Order  ia  lafar? ing  to  any  Mambar  of 
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that  Body.  I  look  with  confidence  to 
the  result  of  this  division,  and  I  hope 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) will  meet  with  a  proper  rebuke  at 
the  hands  of  the  young  and  intelligent 
Liberal  Members. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I,  too,  must  express 
surprise  that  three  of  the  Members  for 
Belfast  have  not  seen  fit  to  rise  upon 
this  occasion.  Our  appeals  to  these  hon. 
Oentlemen  have  been  addressed  to  them 
in  vain.  They  may,  and  they  do  in  Ire- 
land, talk  fire  and  brimstone  about  pre- 
serving the  rights  of  the  Orange  Demo- 
crats in  Ireland ;  but  when  they  have 
an  opportunity  of  serving  these  Orange 
Democrats  in  the  House  of  Commons 
they  deliberately  neglect  it,  and  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  all  appeals  that  they  should 
stand  up  in  defence  of  their  own  constitu- 
ents. But,  Sir,  there  is  another  Gen- 
tleman in  the  House  to  whom  an  appeal 
has  also  been  made.  I  am  surprised 
that  he  has  not  before  now  risen  to 
answer  the  appeal.  I  allude  to  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill).  The  noble 
Lord  went  to  Belfast  a  week  ago,  and 
was  received  by  the  Orange  Democrats 
with  open  arms.  He  made  them  great 
promises.  He  spoke  bravely  of  their 
spirit 

Mr.  8PEAEEB :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  confining  his  remarks  to  the 
subject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  was  tryiug  to  show, 
Mr.  Speaker- 
Ma.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  entirely  out  of  Order  in  the 
course  he  is  taking. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  Of  course  I  bow  to 
your  ruling,  Sir ;  but  I  was  expressing 
surprise 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  have  told  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  he  is  out  of  Order.  I 
expect  he  will  obey  my  ruling. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  bow  with  readiness 
to  your  ruling,  and  pass  on  to  the  Ques- 
tion before  the  House,  which,  I  admit, 
I  have  not  already  dwelt  upon.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees (Mr.  Courtney)  has,  I  think, 
been  answered  on  all  the  points  ho 
raised  by  my  hon.  Friends  around  me ; 
but  still  1  desire  to  put  to  him  one  ques- 
tion in  reference  to  the  observations  he 
addressed  to  the  House.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  he  is  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton),  but  added  that   there  was  a 
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time  for  pressing  it,  and  the  present  was 
not  the  proper  time.  I  would  like  to 
know  what,  in  his  opinion,  is  the  proper 
time  ?  I  assert  that  this  is  the  proper 
time.  We  Irish  Members  have  not  the 
opportunity  which  English  Members 
have,  and  which  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment have,  of  bringing  forward  our 
Bills.  The  hon.  Genueman  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston) 
has  not  that  opportunity;  and  I  say, 
under  these  circumstances,  we  must 
seize  the  first  opportunity  we  can  get — 
and  this  is  the  first  opportunity  we  have 
had — to  endeavour  to  effect  this  most 
desirable  reform.  We  would  be  false 
to  the  declarations  we  have  made  if  we 
were  to  let  such  an  opportunity  as  the 
present  slip.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  when  we  do  bring  Public  Bills  into 
this  House,  and  succeed  in  passing 
them,  there  is  another  House  which 
deals  with  them  in  a  very  different  man- 
ner. Hon.  Gentlemen  know  quite  well 
that  in  very  recent  years  Bills,  embody* 
ing  very  useful  and  necessary  reforms  in 
Ireland,  have  been  passed  by  this  House, 
but  ignominiously  kicked  out  in  "an- 
other place."  I  also  wish  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  reference  to  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  William 
Harcourt).  The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  most 
amusing  one,  although  it  was  delivered 
with  great  gravity  of  manner.  He  said 
in  effect — ''We  share  your  opinions; 
but,  nevertheless,  we  will  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  to  cany 
them  out."  He  gave  us  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  this  opportunity  is  a  wrong 
one.  He  pointed  to  the  Rathmines 
incident;  but  I  not  only  express  my 
own  opinion,  but  the  opinions  of  all  the 
Members  around  me  when  I  say  that  he 
gave  us  no  answer  whatever  to  the 
argument  that  the  Billof  theBathmines 
Township  affords  a  very  proper  prece- 
dont.  The  Rathmines  precedent  remains 
the  same:  it  has  not  been  affected  by 
anything  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
said ;  aud  I  must  invite  the  House,  if  ho 
has  nothing  bettor  to  say,  to  take  no  heed 
of  his  speech,  but  act  upon  the  Bath- 
mines  precedent.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prime  Ministor  were 
present,  I  would  appeal  to  him  to  rise 
above  the  pettifogging  arguments  thai 
have  been  addressed  to  the  House  from 
the  Treasory  Bench  in  opposition  to  tJie 
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Irish  propocal.  If  h*  wtr«  here,  I  would 
aak  him  to  anawer  that  app^Hil,  And,  if 
nf^^Marj,  to  throw  oTer  hu  ColleftgiiM 
in  ord^r  to  do  an  act  uf  jtiatice,  the  n^ 
cewttj  of  which  c>rerjona  admita.  I 
riM«  to  support  tliia  propomil  with  great 
pleasure,  and  I  do  it  with  all  the  greater 
pleaaure  becauso  not  one  of  the  TUter 
Tory  Membera  haa  bt«en  found  to  hare 
the  courage  to  Hm  in  hie  place  and 
demand  ftir  hie  constituent 9,  the  Orang<n 
l>eniocrate  of  Ireland,  the  righta  the 
Torj  Members  advocated  when  ther 
were  seeking  election. 

Ma.  T.  (\  HARRINOTON:  I  think 
there  is  a  groat  deal  of   force  in   the 
arguments  that  have  been  addressed  to 
us,  both  br  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer    Sir 
Willtam  llarcourt)  and  by  the  Chairman 
of  t\»mmittees  'Mr.  (^ourtnej^      The 
course  we   hare  cntenMl  upon  to*night 
is   an   unusual,    and  sorootimee  a  rerr 
in<H>nTenient  one;  and  I,  for  my  part, 
would   not  attempt   to  justify  it   if  I 
did  not  belieTO  that  the  circumstances 
with  which  we  have  to  deal  are  circum- 
stanci>s  of  a  most  unusual  and  a  moet 
exrfiptional   character      Nay,    further- 
iiiore,  I  maintain  that  the  opportunity 
now  presented  to  us  of  redressing  grieT* 
anc«Hi  that  hare  presMHl  for  a  long  time 
npon  the  people  of  IMfast  is  an  oppor* 
tunity  not  Itaely  to  be  preeented  to  us 
again  in  the  course  of  the  present  8ee* 
sion.     If,  therefore,  we  missed  this  op* 
portnnity    we    should    show    oureelree 
ne|(lectful  of  the  btst  interests  of  the 
people.  It  has  been  shown  in  the  oourae 
of  tne  delmte  noon  the  Motion  of  my 
him.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Hevtim)  that  while  the   Pariiamcmtary 
constituency  comprisee   32,000    Totera, 
the  Hody  which  is  promoting  tbia  Bill  in 
the   House  is  elected  by  so  limited  a 
constituency  as  «^.7(MI  rotcrs.     I  main- 
tain  that  these  fi^^ree  in   Ihemselres 
show  at  once  so  exceptional  a  state  of 
affairs  as  to  justify  us  in  taking  the 
▼ery  first  opportunity  preeented  to  us  of 
desiing  with  so  great  a  grierance  as 
they  establish.     It  is  farther  eontendinl, 
^ir,  that  this  Corporata   Uody,   repre- 
senting a  limited  constituency    of  this  . 
kind,  and  ruling  an    important  Irish  | 
town  in  a  manner  which  has  been  r«ry  : 
jnstly  characterised  by  different  speakers  , 
as  wholly  bad,  is  not  fit  to  be  intrusted 
with  an  expend  it  ore  of  £150.000.     a' 
Tory  fiatr  issue  has  beea  raised  by  the ; 
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t  Motion  of  mr  hon.  Frieod.    If  the  Oor« 
I  poration  find  that  the  propctsed  expendi* 
ture  is  necessary—  if  they  tind  that  the 
ret|uirements  of  ths  borough  of  Belfast 
are  su'^h  as  to  justify  them  in  expending 
so  enormous  a  sum  of  money,  let  them 
assent  to  the  proposal  which  is  made  by 
my  hon.  Friend— let  them,  at  the  time 
at  which  they  are  entering  upon  this 
large  exp«»nditare,   assent   to  the  pro* 
p«Mal  to  extend  the  franchise,  so  as  to 
show  that  they  are  really  dt^sirous  of 
representing  the  majority  of  the  citixens 
and  of  acting  on   their  behalf.     Not- 
withstanding the  precedents  that  hare 
been  cited  —  and  the  couraa  we  hare 
taken  is  justiBed   br  pn«cedents,   and 
the  precedent  quoted  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  (^hairman  of  Committees  is 
not  the  <mly  one  to  be  found— I  am 
ready  to  admit  that  it  might  1k>  highly 
inconrenient  for  the  House*  if  we  were 
to  seek  many  similar  occasions  on  which 
to  make  pro^tosals  <»f  this  kind.    The 
strength  of  our  case  is  that  we  c«)uld  not 
bring  in  a  separate  Bill  dealing  with 
this  question  with  any  hope  of  success, 
bcKrause,  while  Belfast  has  two,  or  poe* 
sibly  three.  Members  in  this  House  who 
would  be  in  sympathy  with  the  general 
nature  and  scope  of  the   Bill,  Belfast 
has  another  Member;  and  the  Corpora- 
tion  of  Belfast,  in  an  especial  sense,  has 
a  Member  in  this  House,  and  he  would 
arail  himself  of  erery  opportunity  to 
block  the  Bill  and  prerent  its  being  dif  • 
Gusaed.    We  further  maintain  that,  aren 
if  we  did  succeed    in  passing  a   Bill 
through  thia  House,  this  hon.  (tentle* 
man  would  use  his  influenea  in  **an* 
other  place  '*   to  prerent  the  Bill  be- 
coming law.    Our  purpose,    therefore, 
can  only  be  serred  br  a  course  such  as 
we  hare  taken  to-night.  I  do  not  intend 
to  detain  the  House  longer.    I  maintain 
that  we  are  justified  in  the  course  we 
hare  taken ;  that  the  rircumstances  with 
which  we  hare  to  deal  are  of  an  unusual 
and  exceptional  character;  and  that  if 
anything  oould  justify  our  tacking  on  t«> 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  pn»ri«ions«  I  admit,  of 
a  wide,  perhape  sweeping,  character,  but 
yet  provisions  the  justice  of  which  can* 
not  be  denied,  the  exctptional  circum* 
stance  with  which  we  hare  to  deal 
would  do  eo. 

Ma.  CBILLT:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  only 
intend  to  speak  f«»r  a  rery  brief  partod 
on  this  Bill.  At  the  outset  I  maybe 
p*rmitt4Ml  to  point  out  that 
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sion,  useful  and  instruotiye  as  it  un- 
doubtedly has  been — ^veiy  instructive  to 
Irish  Members,  but  doubly  instructive 
to  English  Members,  if  they  desire  to 
obtain  information  with  regard  to  the 
situation  in  Ireland — has  already  lasted 
for  nearly  three  hours,  a  fact  which  in 
itself,  apart  altogether  from  the  many 
other  facts  having  the  same  tendency 
which  have  occurred  within  my  experi- 
ence, shows  the  absolute  necessity  and 
wisdom  of  this  House  finding  out  some 
legislative  means  or  other  by  which 
such  Business  as  this  may  be»relegated 
to  Ireland  to  be  dealt  with  there  by  a 
Local  Authority.  We  have  spent  nearly 
three  hours  in  discussing  this  Bill,  and 
only  last  night  we  occupied  an  hour  of 
the  time  of  this  Imperial  Parliament  in 
transacting  purely  Municipal  Business. 
To-night  we  have  trespassed  on  the 
time  and  the  attention  and  the  capacity 
of  Members  other  than  those  from  Ire- 
land, while  great  interests,  English  and 
Scotch — I  will  say  National  interests — 
have  been  waiting  to  be  dealt  with  by 
English  and  Scotch  Members.  On  this 
point  I  have  only  to  say  further  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  William  Har- 
court)  said,  in  addition  to  what  other 
Members  who  have  opposed  the  Motion 
of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton),  had 
urged,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that 
it  was  not  convenient  to  raise  questions 
of  public  interest  on  Private  Bills.  Now, 
Sir,  I  hold  that  the  question  which  has 
been  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  is  not  a 
guestion  of  general  public  interest.  It 
is  a  question  purely  local  to  Belfast; 
and  as  this  Bill  deals  with  the  whole 
question  of  local  self-government  in 
[Belfast,  and  as  Parliament  can  give  ita 
opinion  upon  the  point,  we,  on  these 
Benches,  are  fully  entitled  to  draw  at- 
tention to  questions  concerning  the  fran- 
chise in  Belfast,  and  the  extension  uf 
the  boundaries  of  the  town.  Now,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  object  to  this  Bill 
on  somewhat  different  grounds  to  those 
which  have  been  already  urged.  I 
obtained  a  copy  of  the  Bill  this  mom- 
ing,  and  the  opinion  I  have  formed  of 
it,  after  a  careful  study  of  its  provisions, 
is  that  it  is  either  too  comprehensive,  or 
it  is  not  comprehensive  enough.  The 
measure  raises  questions  which,  to  my 
mind,  should  be  dealt  with  by  aeparate 
legislation  entirely.     It  oonaiata  of  12 
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parts,  and  of  something  like  80  clauses. 
It  does  not  deal  only  with  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  Hiver  Lagan  and  with  the 
main  drainage  of  Belfast,  as  it  is  stated 
in  the  title;  but  it  deals  with  large 
schemes  of  sanitary  and  financial  value 
which  ought  certainly  to  be  dealt  with 
in  a  separate  measure.  It  deals  with  so 
many  purposes  other  than  the  one  re- 
ferred to  in  the  title  that  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  sort  of  legislative  kaleidoscope — 
if  you  give  it  one  shake  you  get  a  glimpse 
of  the  Biver  Lagan  ;  if  you  give  it  an- 
other shake  you  get  a  view  of  the  drain- 
age of  Belfast ;  if  you  give  it  another 
shake  you  perceive  a  great  financial  or 
sanitary  scheme ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  if  the  39  gentlemen,  to  whom  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  referred  in  his  opening  state- 
ment, had  delayed  the  introduction  of 
this  measure  for  some  little  time,  and 
that  then  you  had  given  the  kaleido- 
scope another  shake  you  might  see  the 
noble  Lord  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill)  as 
Ajax  on  the  platform  of  the  Ulster  Hall 
defying  the  lightning  of  Irish  Na- 
tionality. It  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
monstrous  condition  of  affairs  that 
where  you  have,  as  you  have  in  Belfast^ 
32,000  Parliamentary  voters,  you  have 
less  than  6,000  persons  on  the  Municipal 
Register.  And  it  also  seems  to  me.  Sir, 
a  huge  anomaly  and  an  injustice  that 
deserves  the  immediate  attention  of 
Pariiament  that  where  there  are  70,000 
Catholics,  as  there  are  in  Belfast,  and 
where  there  are  10,000  Catholics  on  the 
Parliamentary  Begister,  as  there  are  in 
Belfast,  there  should  only  be  1,000  or 
2,000  Catholics  on  the  Municipal  Be- 
gister. In  my  opinion  a  strong  case  haa 
been  made  out  m  favour  of  the  points 
which  have  been  urged  by  the  hoo. 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  Sligo  and 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  these  Benches 
who  have  so  ably  supported  him.  I  hold 
that  the  municipal  franchise  in  Belfast 
should  be  at  once  identified  with,  or 
lowered  to  the  level  of,  the  Parliamen- 
tary franchise.  I  hold,  too,  that  the 
municipal  boundary  of  Belfast  should 
be  extended  to  the  limits  of  the  Pariia- 
montary  boundary ;  and  I  trust  that  thia 
House  will,  in  the  division  which  I  have 
no  doubt  will  take  place,  accede  to  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Sexton). 
Either  the  Bill  as  it  standsi  and  whioh  ia 
wrongly  described  in  the  title  as  a  Bill 
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dtdiiif  with  lh«  BaUiut  aaia  draiiMfpd  | 
^-either  thtt  Dill  ahoold  b«  widoiit»d  and  i 
extooded  9o  far  as  tu  includa  the  p«>iDU  ' 
which   haTe   bo«ii   raiMni  bj  mjr  hoo. 
Frioad,  or  eW  it  should  h«  made  to 
applj  only  to  the   n^gulation  and  im* 

JiroTemont  of  the  main  drainage  of  lifl- 
fuit,  and  the  purification  of  the  lit  Tor 
Ijagan.  In  the  evmit  of  the  latter  plan 
b<*ing  adoptfHi,  the  la*t  p«)rtion  of  mv 
hon.  Friend's  Motion  ahould  be  adoptvd 
•-namelj, 

**That  it  Xtc  ftn  Tnttnitti<>n  to  th«»  rfimmittro 
Ihftt  ihcy  do  ttriko  out  of  th*  Dill  lurh  rUaftc* 
M  do  not  rrUto  to  tk«  nuuo  draiiur*  •ckMn«.*' 

I  doein*.  Sir,  before  I  coneludcs  to  em* 
phaaiio  one  |K>int  that  was  raiiKHl  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  ^U^h  and  that  ie, 
that  before  this  hugo  and  vUborato  and 
cti«tly  eihoiut*— thin  schomo  which,  in  the 
event  of  ita  being  eancttoned,  will  c<>et 
tlie  ratepayers  of  Belfast  JCloO.OOO-^ia 
paaaod,  it  ahall  be  submit ttnl  to  the  rate- 
|Miyer«  and  inhnhitanta  of  B^^lfaat  in 
order  that  they  may  hare  the  opportunity 
of  expreaaing  their  opiniona  r«*garJing 
it.  l*rom  all  I  hare  heard  in  thia  do- 
bate,  and  from  what  I  have  B«*en  of  the 
liill,  having  rend  it  through  niu%t  care- 
fully to-day,  I  have  very  much  pleaauro 
in  aupportingthe  Instruction  to  the  Cum* 
miU«H«  which  haa  In^tn  proposed. 

Mn.  LANK:  I  ahould  nut  have  at- 
tempted to  give  any  inft>miati«m  what* 
ever  lo  tlio  Koglmh  Members  who  pro* 
]»>N»e  t'>  take  part  in  the  dtH4u*uiion  ufHin 
thi4  Hill  were  it  n»t  for  the  eatra* 
ordinary  liin*  of  d«*ftnce  taken  up  by! 
the  hon.  M<*ml>er  for  Weat  lielfaat  .'Mr. 
liaalftt  ,  who  hait  been  already  ao  fro- 
qui«ntly  n*firred  to  aa  the  only  Member 
repreaenting  Bolfaftt  who  haa  interfered 
in  thia  debate.  That  bun.  Gontleman, 
with  a  muJeoty  characterifttio  of  th«* 
U  later  Tury  Uepr«*aentativea  in  thii 
liouats  intrudttc<Hi  himaelf  aa  a  young 
Member.  I  muat  aay  that  the  ability 
with  which  he  apoke  afterwarda  would 
incline  ua  to  l>e  rather  aceptiral  aa  to  the 
fact  of  hie  being  a  yonng  M«*mber,  bo* 
cauae  he  travellcHl  over  auch  a  number 
of  ^>pii^  that  he  might  almcnit  be  taken 
for  an  *'  old  Parliamentary  hand.*'  lint 
I  think,  Sir,  that  after  the  able  ap<^H  h 
in  which  my  hon.  Friend  the  Memb«<r 
fi>r  ^ago  ^Mr.  Heiton)  intru«luced  hia 
Motion  to  tha  ilouae  ha  certainly  waa 
entitled  to  auma  better  reply  from  tboae  ' 
who  aia  promoting  ihia  maia  drainage 
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Bill  than  thai  made  by  tha  hon.  Oentla* 
man  (Mr.  Haali'tt  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man muat  have  convinced  the  Houm*,  by 
tha  line  of  argument  he  adopted,  that 
ha  and  hia  Fnenda  have  practically  ao 
defence  to  make  to  the  a^'riuua  allega* 
tiona  which  were  mado  againat  the  (\>r* 
poration  by  the  hon.  Meml>er  for  Sligo. 
imitating  what  ia  known  aa  the  Old 
Bailey  direction,  the  hon.  (Gentleman 
confined  hima4*lf  to  an  abttA4«  of  his 
opponcnta  rather  than  to  a  vindication 
of  the  action  of  hia  fricnda.  In  the  ex* 
traordinary  line  of  argument,  with  which 
he  trie<l  to  juatify  the  conduct  of  him* 
aelf  in  thia  matter,  he  ap|>eali«d  to  tha 
Uouao  for  ita  aympathira  on  the  gnmnd 
that  the  i^'lfaat  (*or|H>ralion,  within  the 
laat  40  yeans  had  c«>me  to  thia  IIf>UM> 
and  naked  fur  U  ur  16  Unml  Bilta.  Well, 
wo  were  told  by  the  hon.  MeiiiU^r  for 
81ig«»  \Mr.  Sexton,  and  others  that  the 
paaaing  of  theae  15  local  Billa  thnmgh 
thia  Ilouae  coat  tha  taxpayera  of  Bclfaat 
a  aum  of  no  leas  than  £  1 6o,()00.  I  have 
no  doubt,  apeak ing  with  a  little  exfieri* 
ence  mya<*lf  of  these  matters,  having 
Wen  a  member  of  another  (%>rporation 
in  Ireland,  that  thia  £160.000  waa  the 
initial  ex|M>nditure  iii*  urred  in  connec* 
tion  with  th«*<N»  16  liilla*— the  first  part 
of  the  expenditure  nrceaaary  to  make 
the  contemplated  worka  reproductive  to 
the  ratepayera  of  lielfoat.  The  hon. 
Member  waa  not  aati«lied  with  trying  to 
etiliat  the  »yni|Mitliy  of  the  House  ft»r 
himftvif  and  the  li^^lfiMt  Ciqioration  by 
•stating  that  the  Corfioration  of  Belfast 
had  applifd  to  thia  ll>»u«i4»  16  times  in 
the  iO  years  fur  local  BiUa;  but  he  alao 
said  that  the  beat  prcMif  that  tha  other 
(''orptfrationa  of  Inland  were  not  ac* 
tuat4*d  by  the  same  apirit  of  loyalty  to 
thia  Imp«'rtal  Parliament  aa  the  Tor* 
poration  of  Belfaat,  was  that  in  late 
)«>ara,  ainco  th«*ao  (%»rporatioba  came 
under  the  managi*m<*nt  of  the  Tarty  to 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  betuni;  — 
namely,  the  National  Party — we  had 
entirely  ceaaed  to  ap|  ly  for  BilU  for  our 
ditferent  localitiea.  1  do  not  at  all  ac* 
kn(»wl«<lge  or  conctnle  the  argumc^nt 
which  the  hon.  Maml>c«r  tried  to  fona 
u{Mm  the  ilouae,  and  I  refuao  to  do  m> 
on  account  of  the  intimate  a'«|uaintanre 
my  official  ct>nn<«ction  with  an  Irish 
Municipality  haa  giv«*n  me  of  tha  aub* 
j«ct  of  tha  relief  of  rataaayefs  ol  the»e 
towaa  from  local  Billa  wntah  are  ao  fre« 
queatly  obtaiaad  ia  thia  Imperial  Pari  i  a* 
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ment.  My  experience  in  oonnection  with 
the  Munxoipalitj  to  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  belong,  and  which,  I  presume, 
was  one  of  those  municipalities  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  re- 
ferred so  sneeringly,  has  shown  me  that 
preyious  to  the  period  when  the  Nationsl 
Party  obtained  the  ascendency  in  the 
Town  Oouncil,  several  applications  were 
made  to  Parliament  for  local  Bills.  I 
am  speaking  of  the  period  previous  to 
that  in  which  the  management  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Cork  came 
under  the  control  of  the  National  Party. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  whilst  the  Party  in 
Cork,  holding  the  same  views  as  this 
Belfast  Party,  of  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  is  a  member,  were 
supreme  in  the  Cork  Municipality,  it  is 
well  known  that  they  appealed,  not  once 
in  the  year,  or  once  in  three  years  as  the 
municipality  of  Belfast  appealed,  but 
they  came  to  Parliament  to  grant  them 
local  legislation  once,  and  sometimes 
twice,  in  the  year.  And  what  was  the 
result  of  these  frequent  appeals  to 
Parliament  by  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  Cork  ?  Why,  the  result  has  been 
that  at  the  present  moment  the  unfor- 
tunate ratepayers  of  that  city  have 
saddled  upon  them,  as  the  result  of  only 
three  of  these  measures,  a  debt  of  some- 
thing over  £100,000  on  which  they  are 
are  paying  interest.  And  I  am  sure 
hon.  Memhers  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
these  appeals  to  Parliament,  which  cost 
so  much,  were,  almost  in  every  case, 
abortive  for  the  purposes  in  regard  to 
which  they  were  made.  A  Bill  costing 
£38,000  —  one  of  those  the  hon. 
Oentleman  referred  to— was  obtained  in 
order  to  bring  about  the  removal  of  a 
railway  track  from  a  certain  part  of  the 
town,  in  the  hope  that  when  the  land 
thus  reclaimed  was  put  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Municipality,  it  would  be  turned 
to  profitable  account,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, a  large  income  would  be  put 
into  the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers.  But 
from  that  day  to  this  that  expenditure 
has  never  yielded  \d.  The  ratepayers 
have  never  received  an  atom  of  profit 
from  the  expenditure  of  that  £33,000 
or  £40,000.  Another  case  in  which  the 
Party  in  Cork,  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber belongs  in  Belfast,  appealed  for  a 
local  Act  of  Parliament,  when  they  were 
in  power  in  the  Council,  was  in  oonnec- 
tion with  the  artisans'  dwellings  scheme, 
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They  applied  for  power  to  spend  £22,000 
in  the  carrying  out  of  an  artizans'  dwell- 
ings scheme  in  the  City  of  Cork.  What 
was  the  result  ?  Why,  although  the  Bill 
was  brought  in  under  the  artisans' 
dwellings  scheme,  it  entirely  omitted 
any  clause  enabling  the  Corporation  to 
build  a  single  house  for  artisans  in  the 
city.  It  gave  them  power  to  spend  this 
money  in  the  destruction  and  demolition 
of  property,  and  though  it  had  the  e£Pect 
of  turning  out  a  number  of  tradespeople 
it  provided  no  new  dwellings  for  them 
to  go  into.  A  great  part  of  the  ground 
cleared  in  that  way  is  lying  unoccupied 
at  the  present  moment,  whilst  a  great 
part  of  it  has  been  let  to  the  people  for 
little  or  nothing.  In  a  third  case,  the 
Corporation  of  Cork  applied  to  Parlia- 
ment for  provision  to  spend  £16,000  or 
18,000  in  the  re-erection  or  reconstruc- 
tion of  a  bridge.  Well,  before  the 
whole  matter  was  concluded,  the  rate* 
payers  had  to  pay  no  less  than  £34,000. 
with  that  experience.  Sir,  in  the  local 
Parliament — ^as  I  might  call  it-— of  Cork, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  standing  up  here 
in  my  place  to-night  to  support  this 
measure.  I  consider  that  evexy  one  of 
us  upon  these  Benches  represent  the 
people  of  Ireland.  I  do  not  look  upon 
any  Member  on  these  Benches  as  repre- 
senting any  particular  locality  or  con- 
stituency in  questions  of  this  kind.  I 
appeal  for  the  whole  of  Ireland;  and 
though  I  have  the  honour  of  sitting 
here  for  a  constituency  in  the  South — 
one  of  the  Divisions  of  the  County  of 
Cork  — «  I  consider  myself  equally  the 
Itepresentative  of  the  ratepayers  of  Bel- 
fast, or  of  any  other  part  of  Ireland, 
when  I  stand  up  to  discuss  a  matter  of 
this  kind.  I  should  be  neglecting  my 
duty  to  those  who  sent  me  here,  and  to 
the  whole  of  my  countiymen,  if  I  did 
not  stand  up  here  this  evening  to  sup- 
port the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  becanse 
I  know  that  if  this  Motion  be  carried, 
and  it  is  an  Instruction  to  the  Commit- 
tee to  make  the  proposed  alterations  in 
the  Bill,  the  Corporation  of  Belfast  will 
soon  be  in  the  position  of  the  Corpora* 
tion  of  the  City  of  Cork — that  is  to  ssy, 
the  real  ratepayers  of  Belfast  will  be 
properly  represented  on  the  Board*  and 
will  be  in  a  position  to  prevent  the  pass- 
ing of  such  Bills  as  those  I  have  men* 
tioned,  and  the  one  which  the  Belfast 
ion  are  now  endeaTooring  to 
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forM  Ihrouffh  Pariiamont.  It  will,  in 
ih*  future,  D«  impoMible  for  the  Partj 
to  whom  tho  hon.  Member  for  Wo»t 
Bolfaat  belon((ii,  to  fasten  the  expc^nto 
of  tohemrft  like  this  upon  the  backs  of 
tho  ratenayem,  like  the  Old  Man  of  tho 
S«a.  The  hon.  MemWr  for  Weit  Ilol- 
fast  wa«  not  natinfied  with  taunting  uii 
and  other  Munici|>aUties  of  Ireland, 
with  negl««:ting  our  dutj  in  not  coining 
hero  from  time  to  timo  to  gel  rid  of  the 
ratepayers*  monev  in  the  promotion  of 
uself  sa  nchomea,  but  ho  also  indulged  in 
a  uieer  at  the  (\)rporation  of  the  V'\\y  of 
Dublin,  the  chief  Municipal  Authority 
in  Ireland.  Ue  went  on  to  urge  the 
great  claim  that  the  Corporation  of  Bel- 
fast had  upon  the  Imperial  Parliament 
and  the  pe4»ple  of  this  country  by  re- 
forring  to  tho  action  of  the  Mayor  and 
(Corporation  of  Belfast  on  a  (H»rtain  occa- 
sion ;  he  pointed  out  how  they  had  giron 
magnificent  entertainments  at  a  Urish 
ex|H»nditure,  not  out  of  tho  ratepaTera' 
niuney,  but  out  of  their  prirate  pockets, 
and  oi^i>4»ctaUy  out  of  the  pocket  of  thoir 
(niief  Magistrate.  Wrll,  Sir,  I  think 
tbnt  on  tho  rory  few  ocxasions  that  the 
(^hiof  Magifltrst<*s  of  Belfii!«t  hare  in- 
d  til  god  in  that  cztraTagsm^e— and  I  call 
it  nothing  but  extraragance  for  anyone 
to  spend  a  sum  of  £IH»04H>  apon  an 
ontertainmcnt,  which  I  understand  waa 
spent  in  Belfast  on  the  Mvanion  in  ques- 
tion— theiM«  gfntI«*niou  haru  act«*d  from 
no  de«ire  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
public ;  they  had  no  especisl  dcnire  to 
fthuw  any  ezcentit  nal  loyalty  to  the 
Crown  or  to  the  Throne ;  but  tbc»ir  action 
was  apparently  dictated  by  the  sordid 
and  seltish  motiro  of  advancing  their 
own  interest  and  obtaining  for  them- 
selves  that  title— that  miserable  title^ 
which  has  b4«en  the  cause  of  so  much 
demoralisation  in  Ireland,  and  which 
has  always  be<*n  the  bane  of  public  men 
in  that  country.  Most  of  our  public 
men  have  always  striven  to  achieve  or 
purchase  one  of  these  if  I  may  so  call 
them       ■ 

Ma.  SPEAKKU :  The  hon.  Member 
f4>r  soma  time  past  has  not  been  speak- 
ing relerantly  to  the  Question  b^^fore  the 
House.  I  must  remind  him  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  kc^eping  more  close  to  the  sub- 
jt(t  of  the  Inatmctton  to  the  Committee 
on  this  Bill. 

Ma.  LANE:  I  bow,  Sir,  with  great 
respeit  to  yoar  ruling.  I  will  try  to  h^ 
gvidad  Iqril;  botwhaalha  ' 


bar  for  West  BaldMl  waa  allowed  utt- 
iniermptedlV'^^ 

Ma.  srkAKER:  I  told  the  boo. 
Member  that  for  some  time  past  he  haa 
not  been  speaking  relevantly  to  the  aub* 
ject  before  the  House.  I  again  oaulioa 
him  to  be  more  relevant. 

Ma.  LANK :  I  shall  go  to  the  anbjeci 
of  my  hon.  Friend's  Motion,  and  that  ia 
in  reference  to  the  reduction  of  the 
franchise  in  Bolfast.  When  yon  inter* 
rupted  me,  Mr.  Hpeakei,  I  was  about 
replring,  as  I  thought  I  might  do,  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 

Ma.  HPKAKEIi :  I  have  twice  told 
the  hon.  Member  that  he  is  irrelevant; 
if  I  have  occasion  a  third  time  to  tell 
him  so  I  shall  be  compelled  to  ask  him 
to  resume  his  seat. 

Ma.  LANE:  Ihen,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
must  refer  to  the  subject  of  the  Instroe- 
tion  to  the  Committee.  The  1st  clauae 
in  the  Instruction  is  that  the  House  ba 
aak4*d  to  affirm  that  the  municipal  fraa* 
chise  of  the  borough  of  Belfast  be  assi* 
milated  to  the  existing  Pariiamentary 
franchise.  Now,  Sir,  the  object  of  that 
is,  of  course,  that  the  people  of  Belfast 
should  have  a  thorough  repraeentatiott 
on  the  (Corporation  of  that  City.  The 
d(H.laration  made  here  by  the  hon.  Mem* 
lH«r  for  Wo«t  Belfast  this  availing,  or 
rather  the  admisaion  made  by  him.  waa 
that  there  waa  not  a  aiagle  Komaa 
Catholic  in  the  Corporation  of  BelfaaL 
I  think  that  is  an  argument  in  itself,  in* 
dependent  att«»gi*ther  of  the  atatamant 
with  which  tho  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
opened  this  debate,  aa  a  present  jnatili* 
tion  for  this  Instruction.  Thai  argtt* 
mont,  I  think,  ought  to  have  weight 
with  hon.  Gentleman  oppoaita  «-  of 
course,  there  is  no  hope  whatever  of  its 
t*xeiti«ing  any  influence  upon  any  hon. 
Gentlomon  on  my  right  hand.  It  is  no 
use^anpealing  to  them  upon  any  question 
of  religious  toleration  whatever ;  but  I 
do  appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  who  are  con- 
stantly saving  that  if  they  could  only  be 
satisfied  that  religioua  toleration  exists 
m  Ireland,  on  the  part  of  the  majority 
towards  the  minority,  they  wrould  imme* 
diately  take  a  dttfervnt  view  of  the  great 
question  which  if  now  occunytng  public 
attontioQ  to  that  which  they  do  take. 
Therefore,  having  read  the  atatameata 
of  these  hon.  GenUemaa,  made  (roo  time 
to  time  on  ptatforma  during  the  General 
Elactioa,  and  in  apeaahaa  they  hare  de« 
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livered  sinoe,  I  appeal  to  them,  whe- 
ther a  stronger  argument  could  possibly 
be  advancea  in  this  House  in  support 
of  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bligo  than  the  admission  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast,  that  in  a  city 
possessing  such  an  enormous  population 
as  that  of  Belfast — a  population  in  which 
there  is  such  a  large  proportion  of  Boman 
Catholics — there  is  not  upon  the  Qo- 
▼erning  Body  a  single  Homan  Catholic  ? 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
Governing  Body  has  the  management 
of  all  the  local  affairs,  and  yet  there  is 
not  upon  it  a  single  person  to  advocate 
the  rights  or  claims  of  the  Boman  Ca- 
tholic population.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  to  whom 
I  am  now  making  my  special  appeal, 
are  aware  that  in  the  Municipalities  of 
Ireland  there  is  no  question  which  comes 
up  so  frequently  for  consideration  by  the 
Corporations  as  those  very  questions 
which  are  decided  to  a  very  large  extent 
by  the  religious  composition  of  the 
Boards.  There  are  very  large  grants 
given  to  different  hospitals;  we  have 
very  large  grants  always  being  given  to 
industrial  schools,  reformatories,  and 
other  institutions ;  and  in  a  vast  number 
of  other  instances  there  are  questions 
cropping  up  every  day  on  Irish  Muni- 
dpaf  Boards,  which  depend  almost  alto- 
gether on  the  religious  elements  of  which 
those  Bodies  are  composed.  From  my 
experience  of  another  Corporation— re- 
presenting, it  is  true,  a  locality  where 
the  Parties  are  more  evenly  divided  than 
they  are,  perhaps,  in  the  generality  of 
Irish  Municipalities — I  know  how  diffi* 
cult  it  is  at  times  for  the  authorities  to 
do  equal  or  proper  justice  to  the  claims 
of  different  religious  persuasions.  I  can 
imagine,  therefore,  how  almost  next  to 
impossible  it  must  be  for  the  Boman 
Catholic  population  in  Belfast  to  get  fair 
play  when  any  question  turns  up  in 
which  it  is  possible  for  those  who  repre- 
sent different  parts  of  Belfast  to  show 
in  their  corporate  capacity  that  intole- 
rance, and  bigotry,  and  sectarian  hatred 
that  they  invariably  show  on  public 
platforms  when  they  are  speaking  on 
any  subject.  On  that  ground,  if  on  no 
other,  I  would  appeal  to  hon.  Members 
of  this  House  to  afftrm  that  clause  of  the 
Besolution  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  which  bears  upon  this 
point.  The  2nd  clause  of  my  hon. 
i*riend's  Motion  is — 
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**  To  enable  every  penon  qoslifled  to  Tote  at 
a  Municipal  election  in  Belfast  to  be  a  candidate 
for  election  to  the  office  of  ooanoillor  or  alder- 


man. 


ti 


I  must  say  I  do  not  feel  myself  so  com- 
petent to  speak  upon  this  subject,  be- 
cause I  cannot  conceive  the  difference 
which  was  raised  here  to-night  between 
a  man  being  entitled  to  vote  for  a  Mu- 
nicipal Corporation  and  to  stand  as  a 
candidate  for  one  of  the  wsrds  repre- 
sented on  that  Corporation.  I  am  under 
the  impression,  unless  there  is  some- 
thing unconstitutional  in  the  Municipal 
Council  of  Belfast,  that  anyone  qualified 
to  vote  at  a  Town  Council  election  would 
also  be  entitled  to  stand  for  the  position 
of  one  of  its  members.  From  woat  my 
hon.  Friend  tells  me,  I  can  now  under- 
stand what  this  clause  in  the  Motion 
refers  to.  It  is  dependent  on  the  pre- 
vious clause  being  accepted  by  the 
House.  I  did  not  quite  see  it  until  this 
moment.  It  is,  of  course,  that  the  mu- 
nicipal franchise  should  be  reduced  to 
the  same  level  as  the  Parliamentary 
franchise,  and  that  any  man  taking  ad- 
vantage of  that  should  be  able  to  stand 
as  a  candidate.  The  3rd  clause  of  the 
Instruction  is— 

**  To  eonititate  the  present  boundary  of  the 
Parliamentary  borough  of  Belfast  the  boandary 
of  the  llonicipal  bixrongh,  and  to  direct  and 
proyide  for  a  new  division  of  the  Municipal  bo> 
rough  into  wards,  as  recommended  in  the  neport 
of  the  Municipal  Boundaries  (Ireland) Commis- 
sion, dated  the  27th  of  June,  1882,  and  to  au- 
thorise a  proportionate  increase  in  the  number 
of  aldermen  and  councillors." 

I  would  appeal  to  the  House— or  rather 
I  would  again  recommend  them,  rather 
than  appeal — that  mv  hon.  Friend  and 
his  Colleagues  on  these  Benches  are 
only  asking  the  House  to  give  force  this 
evening  on  a  formal  decision  to  the  Be* 
port  issued  by  a  Royal  Commission  sent 
over  to  Ireland  by  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment to  investigate  on  the  spot  the  local 
circumstances  of  the  Belfast  Munici- 
pality in  all  ita  bearings.  That  Boyal 
Commission,  when  they  had  exhanstad 
the  inquiry  on  the  spot  into  all  the  sur- 
rounding circumstances,  recommended 
that  Parliament  should  extend  the  bo- 
rough boundaries.  8o  that  we,  in  asking 
the  House  to  affirm  the  Beeolutioa  of 
my  hon.  Friend,  are  not  asking  them  to 
affirm  anything  that  comes  solely  and 
only  from  this  quarter  of  the  Hotiae. 
We  are  aaking  them  to  «Te  legal  alFeet 
to  the  reoommendattona  m  a  Bojal  Oom* 
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tu'iMion.  I  Am  afraid  I  haro  intruded  a  \ 
litUo  too  long  u|K>n  tbo  IIoum.  I  will  J 
not  tro^pa^A  upon  itii  patience  any  fur* 
ther,  aUhou^n  I  should  crrtainlj  likf 
to  aak  bun.  (tentlemen  and  n^lit  bun. 
ifi'Utlenicn  on  the  Fnmt  Bench  to  give 
a  littlo  ccitiftidoration  to  the  couno  of 
this  d<'hato  b<'ro  this  ovruin^,  and  to 
•tudy  for  the  future  what  has  b<«n  the 
c*freit»  pAfticularlj  on  th(*%o  n<*t.<hiii.  of 
tlu*  very  jarring  noto  that  wan  ntrurk 
from  oi»|M»«ite  bv  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Mfan^.  1  do  not  think  in  thift 
Iloutie,  aniong»t  tho  500  or  r»0()  Mem- 
bers who  wero  li<tt«*uing  m>  can^fully  and 
att4*ntiTcIy  to  th«*  vlociuent  iip«'fcb  of  my 
bott.  Fhond  the  Mombor  fur  ^li(;<^  that 
a  second  Mvmbor  in  thii  Ilouno,  b*  mJos 
tbo  Chairman  of  W*u>s  and  Means, 
would  bare  ri««cn  at  once  to  reply  tc» 
that  careful  and  moderate  Hpeovh  in  the 
ikpirit  and  in  the  tone  that  charaeteri/fd 
tho  remarks  of  that  hon.  Gentleman. 
As  the  hon.  Member  has  n^tumetl  to  hi(« 
ft4«at  in  tho  House,  I  w*ll  r«*«^po<:t fully  ^ay 
to  him  that,  inMead  of  ^h(•rtetJin^  tin* 
dvbate  this  evening,  or  in^tfad  of  ct>n* 
tributiiig  to  the  «>hort«-niii^  uf  it,  an  he 
endeavoured  to  do  by  applying  a  form 
of  ii<^tufe^  th«*  courM*  ho  td^k  ha.<i  IlhI  an 
op|><>»ito  efr<*<t  to  that  h«*  iutendeJ,  and 
has  iu'luced  many  hon.  M«>iab<r!i  on 
th(fM»  Bonrhi>4  to  Ntau'l  up  and  prii!i>!jg 
tho  d  %  us%ion.  1  and  thoM>  of  luv  <*i*I- 
bM^ii«*<i  who  have  ennie  fi»r  the  tir*t  time 
itito  rarli.a.pnt  bu>e  nd  c«»ji.e  f <  r  tl.e 
pur|<»M-  cf  f.itlii  ;^  iiit')  the  vi<  \«h  i>f  hon. 
and  ri^lit  h  »\\.  (i«  uti*  m*  n  on  the  Tr«M- 
»ury  \U  :.i  h  on  e\ery  •*«  a-ion  on  mh.th 
ther  wi*h  us  to  »it  hore  »ii'<utlr,  and 
allow  Iri^h  dis  um:ous  to  go  by  difault. 
If  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppt^jto  haTO 
n"t  M-en  already,  they  \\*xy  ^  'on  will  wh* 
before  this  debate  i  >n<lud«*ii,  that  any 
attempt  surh  as  that  ma<le  by  tho  hon. 
(ientieman  the  <  hairmon  nf  XVayn  and 
Means  to  present  hon.  Menibers  on 
these  lUnil.es  from  d-«'u»^ing  Iri^h 
(|Uf*#tions  w)i:ih  eit\er  a  |>*>r*:«»n  ax  a 
part  of  In>Und  tak<s  th<*  kren  ii.t'  n*! 
in  that  the  p«ople  (»f  IMfs^t  take  in  thift 
m<-aAur«*,  will  not  have  the  de»ir«d 
efleit  I  do  not  think,  Mr.  S|ii*oker,  I  . 
can  contribute  very  n.uJi  m  >re  to  th'«  , 
debate.  There  is  on^  |^>int  vhioh  hi*' 
b«H*n  Tery  lurg*  ly  tou«hwl  u]M>n  by  th*- 
hon.  Member  for  W«  <  Iielfa*%t  and 
othera  thia  evening  whic  h  I  would  cer*  . 
tainlT  Uko  to  refer  to  for  a  mocnent,  and 
IhAl  ta  to  tba  fact  that  the  Town  Clerk  ! 
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of  IMfast,  in  adtiMatitig  or  alloaingthe 
(\>ri»*>ration  of  Helfa^t  to  api>eal  again 
to  thi^  House  f«>r  a  ItK-al  Itifl,  d<N>s  not 
in  at.y  way  whal'»of\pr  gain  any  pe<u* 
niary  pri>tit.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
admit  that ;  !»ut  we  were  aUo  ttdd  be- 
fore  that  the  gentleman  who  U  tho 
Town  Clerk  of  I^elfsiit  i*  aU».  I  pn*sume, 
the  law  adviser  of  the  (%*rpiratiuu.  I 
need  not  friiy.  Sir,  that  with  that  sym- 
pathy whi<h  lawyers  always  have  for 
oaeh  other,  I  am  (piite  ^un*  that  this 
gentletuan,  in  his  iapo«;ty  a$  law  ad« 
viser  to  the  (^»rp<»ration,  never  in  any 
way  advif^ed  the  (*or|K>rAtion  of  1i4>lfa<«t 
from  c«>ming  to  this  Hou^e  for  hxal 
Hills,  <m  the  prii.tirb*  that  **  hawks 
don't  pike  out  hawks   een.'* 

Miu  lUGG.VH  :  1  think  it  would  have 
betn  well  if  the  hon.  Gentlemnn  tho 
(Ml airman  of  Ways  and  Means  had  ah* 
stained  fr\>m  raising  a  techniral  p4>ibt, 
bcrause  it  MM<n)s  to  me  that  it  wa^  |M*r* 
f<*ctly  within  the  province  of  this  H<  um» 
Ui  refuse  to  all<»^  thin  Hill  to  f^o  befor«'  a 
(^ommittee  upi^tairs.  if  they  thought  the 
parties  briutring  it  forward  were  n«  t 
thoM*  in  wh'iui  they  oMild  repi^o  e  .nti. 
denre.  In  this  pnrtiiu!ar  ca*e  thiA(%ir- 
por(iti<<n  of  Helfitot  <  »ni*s  before  th** 
Hi»u«>e  id  Commons  and  a*ks  for  largo 
borr«>wing  p*»wers,  and  ft-r  libeitv  to 
<arry  out  very  e\t<n«ivo  w<rk,  whiih 
bornjwii.g  powers  and  extet  ^^tve  work 
« ill  lie  <  arried  f»ut  !»y  th<  m  if  I'arliameut 
j{ivis  tliMu  this  irithoiily.  Not  only  s«», 
Imt  this  (\iri"irnt:«*u  o»n.ing  l»efure  Tar* 
liiimt  ut  com*  s  inagr«at  m«  .i-oure  with 
an  fj  parU  statement  of  the  ra^^e,  b«iau*e 
wo  know  vtry  well  that  no  one  i  an  be 
heard  a^  petitioning  againitt  a  Hill  prt»- 
motel  in  this  way  unlei^s  they  have  a 
/.fcut  tfjn^L  It  must  be  known  to  every- 
one wh>>  has  experi*  uc«'  of  Private  Hill 
hyi*!  itittn — that  i«  to  sav,  in  regard  ti 
*«j'p  ^itiou  olfi-n-1  to  IVivote  Hili^— that 
th"  pr-Kef^  cif  endeavouring  toinduecio 
th«<  opposition  of  one  of  the»e  n;ea«ures 
!iy  a  private  individual  i^  very  eY|en* 
«ive,  and  that  it  is  a  very  dilBrult  thing 
to  »u  r<*id  even  after  the  expensea  have 
bet  n  incurn  d.  It  i**  a1«<i  very  <  U  ar  that 
the  p.irties  who  t<M»k  part  in  the  public 
!ii<  <  tin^«  at  St  <fe  >rge*s  lIsH,  in  H«  Kast, 
<lid  not  b«  !«»ng  to  the  i  )i*s  n  Lo  would  In. 
likely  t)  rai«e  any  very  large  sum  of 
n.«  ney  in  order  to  press  th»-ir  viewa  ninin 
the  r  tmnuttee  npMairs.  Seeing  that 
that  is  the  stata  ol  the  caaa,  I  think  it  la 
•xtrvmalj  pnidcot  and  proper  for  thia 
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House  to  see  to  wbat  extent  this  Belfast 
Corporation  represents  the  views  of  the 
people  of  Ulster,  and  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  it  does  not  represent  the  opinions 
and  views  of  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  people  of  Belfast,  and  that  the  opi- 
nions of  the  ratepayers  have  not  been 
asked  by  the  Corporation,  and  that  the 
general  body  of  ratepayers  have  no  Con- 
stitutional mode  of  ofifering  an  opinion  on 
tho  subject,  I  think,  I  say,  it  is  very 
prudent  and  proper  for  this  House  that 
the  people,  who  at  the  present  moment 
are  not  represented,  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  expressing  their  opinion  on 
such  a  matter  as  this  when  the  Bill  be- 
comes an  Act,  but  before  it  comes  into 
operation.  In  this  measure  means  should 
be  given  to  the  ratepayers  of  Belfast  for 
expressing  an  opinion  through  the  elec- 
tions that  are  proposed  by  the  Hesolu- 
tion  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton). 
If  they  approve  of  the  Act  as  then  passed, 
why.  all  is  well,  and  the  Corporation 
newly  formed  by  the  new  electoral  body 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  carrying 
out  the  work  embodied  in  this  scheme. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  majority 
of  electors  on  the  new  Hegistration  KoU 
believe  that  this  is  an  objectionable  Act, 
then  they  could  refuse  to  carry  it  into  ope- 
ration, and  either  bring  in  a  new  scheme, 
or  say — *' We  will  have  no  main  drainage 
scheme  at  all.*'     For  these  reasons,  I 
think  it  is  quite  within  the  duty — not 
only  within  the  power,  but  also  within 
the  duty— of  this  House  to  do  what  my 
hon.  Friend  proposes.     It  seems  to  me 
rather  strange  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment, who  a  short  time  ago  were  such 
very  earnest  advocates  of  the  extension 
of  the  franchise  to  all  classes  of  electors 
in  this  Kingdom,   should  be  so  very 
anxious  on  this  occasion  to  throw  ob* 
staoles  in  the  way  of  enfranchising  the 
ratepayers  of  the  borough  of  Belfast. 
Not  only  so,  but  the  fact  being  so  noto- 
rious that  the  franchise  in  Belfast  is  so 
very  objectionable  and  of  such  a  meagre 
character,  the   practical  result  is  that 
four-fifths  of  the  ratepayers,  who  are 
considered  competent  to  select  Members 
of  Parliament,  have  no  power  in  the 
selection  of  members  of  this  Town  Coun- 
cil, and  therefore  have  no  voice  in  the 
matter  of  the  Bill  which  is  now  before 
the  House.    I  think  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  see  that  some  mode  of 
obtaining  the  opinion  of  these  four* fifths 
should  be  provided.    I  must  say  also,  in 
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regard  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  HasleU),  that  it 
was  a  very  artful  speech,  because  he 
entirely  evaded  the  important  question 
of  rating,  and  also  that  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton). 
Now,  tha  hon.  Oentleman  very  artfully 
refrained  from  discussing  that  question  ; 
but  still  he  asked  that  we  should  give 
power  to  the  Belfast  Corporation  to  let 
in  the  £8  a-year  householder.  Well, 
that  being  so,  we  consider  that  these 
people  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  opinion  before  this  Bill 
is  passed.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  also 
evaded  another  important  question — 
namely,  the  exclusive  nature  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Belfast,  which  is  almost  con- 
fined to  one  narrow  class  of  the  com- 
munity. It  entirely  excludes  what  I 
may  call  the  Orange  Democracy  of  Bel- 
fast. The  Town  (>>uncil  is,  in  fact,  al- 
most entirely  represented  by  the  small 
wholesale  and  large  retail  tradesmen  of 
Belfast  For  years  it  has  only  had  two 
Catholic  members— one  of  whom  was 
elected  by  a  Tory  body,  and  would  on 
no  account  have  been  elected  by  any 
body  of  Catholics.  And  yet  we  have 
this  body,  representing  only  one-fifth  of 
the  population  of  Belfast,  coming  to  this 
House  and  asking  to  be  allowed  to  saddle 
the  whole  community  with  a  large 
amount  of  taxation.  It  would  be  well 
for  the  Government  to  take  this  matter 
into  their  serious  consideration,  and  give 
the  ratepayers  of  the  second  largest  town 
in  Ireland  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinion  before  such  a  measure  as 
this  is  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  PARNELL  :  I  wish  to  say,  Sir, 
I  should  have  been  surprised  at  the  way 
in  which  this  Motion  has  been  met  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  (Mr.  Courtney),  were  it  not 
that  he  has,  unfortunately,  within  my 
own  Parliamentary  connection,  distin- 
guished himself  on  every  occasion  which 
presented  itself,  by  taking  up  a  position 
in  opposition  to  Irish  claims,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  been  placed  in  his 
present  position  is  that  it  was  thought 
that  it  could  not  possibly  fall  in  his 
power  to  take  part  in  the  debates  of  this 
House  against  the  reasonable  claims  of 
Ireland.  But  if  that  were  the  worthy 
idea,  it  is  a  disappointed  one,  because 
the  hon.  (Gentleman — withthat  ingenuity 
which  is  sometimes    acquired  bj  long 


4 


1 74 1  M/mH  Mmim  |  Uxwcn  3.  1 886 1  Ih < iMy#  Ai //.  1 743 

Parliamentary  exm^rtMicv^-has  found  to  inro  ihciM«  onlargtHl  i>ow(  rt  of  (aza« 
uopporlttnitjof  difttinguUhinf^hinwolf ,  tion  without  M^ing  that  tho  p«K>ple 
in  tni«  particular  mannrr.  II o  ha^  en-  !  who  ar«  fri>infc  to  b«  taxcti  •Imli  haT* 
cli»aToured  to  croata  a  prt^cfKle nt  after  a  an  effiprtual  voica  in  tha  cixp«»nditnro.** 
pffKHHient  haa  IxH^n  esUhliftbtHl  hy  hit  That  wa^  all  that  wai«  aakisl  in  lhH6  ; 
iVedfVMw.  Sir  Arthur  Otwajr^ono  of  and  that  i»  all  wo  aak  in  1886.  Tha 
tho  rooftt  diatingtiinhed  occupantji  of  th<*  j  only  diir<*r(*nca  ia  nimpljr  this,  that  in 
("hair  in  n«cont  time^,  and  ct^rtainlj  not '  18H  >  v«  wcm  appi^alinff  and  appaalad 
one  of  whom  it  can  ba  said,  spoAkinic  aa  ,  aucrcMfully  to  an  uur«»formed  I'arlia- 
I  do  after  a  li)n|C  oxiH»rience  of  the  oct'u-  mant,  and  in  this  case  wo  ara  appaaling 
pants  of  tho  (''hatr,  that  ho  had  beon  fair  J  to  a  reformcKl  Parliamant,  which  ought 
to  Irish  llombera.  But  ho  laid  down  a  to  l»o  additionally  iroprfs<HKl  with  tha 
prorodent  as  to  what  could  and  what  ju^tu-o  of  our  claim.  Wall,  Sir,  tha  only 
could  not  bo  dono  in  n»foronco  to  a  Dill  valid  argument  that  could  hava  boan 
of  this  nature.  Now,  I  roust  say  I  do,  u^^lb^vthohon.Uentlomanthai^hairman 
think  we  haTc  not  been  fairly  treat««d  hy  .  of  Committ<*ea,  or  the  right  hon.  (h«ntla* 
the  hon.  Member.  My  hon.  Friend  the  !  man  the  ( Uian4*<«llor  of  tho  Kxchequer, 
Member  for  Sligo  ^Mr.  Soxton  ap|>eal«Hl  j  against  tho  claim  of  my  hon.  Friend  haa 
to  a  re<-ont  prectdent,  and  one  which  ;  not  b«»en  u«ed — namely,  that  considering 
fitted  Tery  well  to  tho  present  case.  It  ,  tho  whole  question  of  tho  iioTemment 
is  true  that  my  hon.  Friend  has  gone  a  ,  of  Ireland  is  now  under  tho  considera* 
littlo  furtht-rthan  wastheca^e  in  reganl  tion  of  the  Administration,  under  thoaa 
to  the  Hnthmints  and  Uathgar  Bill,  and  !  circumstanc<  s  it  is  scarcely  worth  our 
haa  intrtMluced  matters  whtrh  were  not  j  while  insiating  upon  tha  addition  of  thia 
SAiught  to  be  introducM  on  that  o^*a- 1  clause.  This  is  an  argument  which 
sion  ;  but  I  would  a«k  tho  1Ioum%  to  ,  might  fairlir  and  with  some  cc»nsiderable 
considor  this— an   unn*ft>rni«nl    Tarlia-    force  have  been  used  by  the  opp(»nenta 
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i«f  the  m<*a«ure;  but  it  has  not   been 


hon.  Memb<*rs  of  this  Houm)  an  o|>|M>r-  i  used,  and.  indeed,  they  hava  bean  ywj 
tunity  whirh  they  oCherwiM>  would  not  chary  of  sp^ief^h.  Of  c^mrse,  that  argu- 
have  had  4»f  iM^couiiDc  Members — a  Par-  j  moot  would  have  raised  a  c«>mparativa 
lianiert  whiih  o]h  ihmI  the  franchise  to  <iuestion,  and  if  it  had  been  addressed 
the  houvehotdeni  of  British  and  Iti«h  to  us  early  in  the  evening  it  might  hava 
counties,  agn^eil  to  a  reform  of  fran-  i  had  S(»me  weight ;  but  that  is  not  tha 
t\\\^  on  a  t>re<*iiiely  nimilar  Bill  to  thi«,  ■  |M»licy  which  has  b«'4*n  adopted.  My 
with  regard  to  an  Iri^h  niuniripat  b«Mly.  <»bj<<'t  in  ri»ing  i»  to  suggest  a  comtiro* 
It  sa-.d^**  We  have  sfi*n  Iri«h  B.IN  for  |  mi»e.  I  hare  said  that  my  hon.  Fnend 
a  g4*neral  n^fiirm  of  tho  municipal  fran-  haaguue  to  the  prec«*<lent  of  1hh5  ;  but 
chi<ie  in   that  country   introduced  into    thia  Amendment  provide*  that  in  addi 


several  ParliameiitA.  We  have  seen 
these  BilU  rapidly  pas«  through  the 
House  of  r«>tutuoua.  W*e  have  seen 
them  on  more  than  one  occasion  thrown 
out  by  tha  House  of  Lords  *' — at  the 
inatant  e  of  this  very  body  whom  we  ask 
the  IIou«4*  to  ch<*«k  now,  and  of  tho 
b«Hly  which  the  unrefonurd  Parlia* 
mont   cheikM   in   the  case  of  the  Bill 


tion  to  the  aasimilation  of  tha  Parlia- 
mentary and  municifial  fraachisea  an 
arrangement  is  to  ba  made  by  which  all 
who  are  qualitii«d  to  vote  at  a  municipal 
elt«ciion  in  Belfast  should  ba  enaM«Hl  to 
\iv  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Coua- 
cillir  or  Alderman,  and  he  haa  alfo 
asked  for  an  extension  of  the  boundaii«a 
of  the  pro«eat  municipal  borough.  Well, 


ahich  con»titutes  the  pre  it-lent  on  i  now,  what  I  would  suggi  «t  as  acompro* 
whirh  luv  htm.  Friend  reliee — "if  wo  nufte  is  thi«~that  if  my  hon.  Friend 
cannot  by  the  f>rdioary  ptocesa  of  <  should  confine  himself  to  two  points,  tha 
IrgiWation— if  our  ordiiiary  attempt*  at '  first  and  the  fourth,  in  tha  first  Itestdu* 
legi«lation  have  been  d«-feated  at  th«»  i  ti«»n  that  he  has  alone  n.ovtd,  I  think  ha 
instigatKm  of  these  unreformed  budiea  would  bring  himself  »trutly  within  the 
partly  by  moana  of  tha  money  of  tho  limits  of  the  prectdent  of  lHh6.  Now, 
ratepayera  levied  by  a  power  over  which  i  we  know  that  thia  House  ia  governed  by 
the  ratepayera  had  no  contrtd,  ia  it  not  atrict  prec«doQt,  and  it  is  scarcely  fair 
right,  when  these  )»odiea  come  b<-foraua  for  the  i'hairmaa  of  t  ommitt<<ea  to  in* 
aad  aak  for  additional  power  of  taxation,  I  ierpoea  a  U>chnical  obje(.taoa,  and  ao 
tJiat  wa  aliOQld  aay  wa  cansot  oontiaaa  ^  ptavvnt  us  ftoa  taking  tka  aaftaa  of  tka 
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House  on  the  substantial  question, 
which  I  believe  otherwise  would  be  in  our 
favour.  If  my  hon.  Friend  would  agree 
to  this  limitation  of  his  Besolution  on 
these  two  points,  I  cannot  see  why  the 
House  should  refuse  the  Motion.  No 
attempt  has  been  made,  except  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Haslett),  to  argue  against  the  Motion  on 
its  merits ;  and  there  is  practically  no- 
thing  to  be  said  against  it,  otherwise  it 
would  have  been  said  over  and  over 
again.  In  conclusion,  I  would  appeal 
to  the  justice  and  judgment  of  the 
House,  whether  it,  as  a  reformed  Parlia- 
ment,  is  going  to  refuse  that  which  an 
unreformed  Parliament  did  for  us  so 
willingly  by  a  great  majority  in  1 885  ? 

Mr.  HOOPEB  :  As  a  member  of  an 
Irish  Municipal  Body  myself,  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject.  In 
commencing  my  observations  I  cannot 
but  think  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  did  so  much 
to  pass  the  Act  under  which  the  present 
Parliament  was  elected  is  not  present 
to-night — I  mean  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir 
Oharles  W.  Dilke).  The  House  is  asked 
to  set  this  Motion  aside  on  extremely 
technical  grounds ;  but  if  there  ever  was 
a  question  on  which  that  course  should 
not  to  be  adopted  it  is  upon  a  question 
like  this,  and  in  presence  of  statements 
such  as  those  which  hare  been  put  for- 
ward from  these  Benches.  The  House 
has  already  heard  that  the  60,000 
Boman  Gatholies  of  Belfast  are  unre- 
presented in  the  Town  Council;  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  men- 
tioned that  there  is  only  one  gentleman 
upon  it  professing  Liberal  politics.  Now, 
if  we  added  these  two  classes  together, 
I  am  quite  sure  that  they  would  form  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Belfast ;  and, 
therefore,  I  ask  the  House  whether  it  is 
public  policy  that  the  reform  of  such  an 
abuse  should  be  longer  delayed  ?  This 
is  not  the  time  when  the  House  should 
stand  on  old  precedents,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  the  history  of  Belfast  that 
the  House  should  be  slow  to  interfere 
with  its  municipal  arrangements.  I 
oan  say,  from  my  knowledge  of  Bills 
introduced  by  Irish  Municipalities,  that 
the  likelihood  is  that  before  the  expen- 
diture on  this  scheme  is  concluded,  in- 
stead of  £  1 50,000,  it  will  reach  £500,000 ; 
and  it  is  this  whioh  gives  rise  to  a  good 
deal  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 

Jdr.  PamtU 


townspeople.  If  this  £150,000  is 
granted,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  the  borough  of  Belfast  will  be  here 
again  for  a  Supplementary  Bill  to  enable 
them  to  raise  further  funds  for  the  pur- 
poses embraced  in  the  scheme  now 
before  us;  and  very  likely  they  will 
come  again  after  that  for  a  third  Bill. 
Coming,  then,  to  the  question  of  the 
principles  involved  in  the  Motion  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  I  must  confess  that  I  can 
find  nothing  new  or  dangerous  which  it 
is  sought  to  import  into  this  Bill.  The 
first  refers  to  the  assimilation  of  the 
borough  to  the  Parliamentary  franchise. 
If  there  is  anything  dangerous  in  that, 
I  think  the  House  will  be  glad  to  hear 
from  the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Opposi- 
tion Benches  who  have  been  so  silent 
to-night  what  are  the  dangerous  prin- 
ciples. Will  my  hon.  Friend  who  is 
now  looking  towards  me,  who  is  an  ex- 
official  of  Belfast,  condescend  to  enlighten 
us  on  the  subject.  But  if  he  does  not 
desire  to  wash  the  dirty  linen  of  the 
Belfast  Corporation  in  this  House  to* 
night,  then  he  was  quite  right  not  to 
take  part  in  this  discussion.  But  what 
is  the  meaning  of  this  conspiracy  of 
silence  on  these  Benches?  As  regards 
the  enlargement  of  the  municipal  fran- 
chise to  that  which  prevails  at  Parlia- 
mentary elections,  although  I  know 
something  of  Belfast,  I  am  not  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  town  to 
speak  specially  in  reference  to  it  alone ; 
but  I  can  say  generally  that  the  assimi- 
lation would  in  future  take  out  of  tho 
hands  of  narrow  cliques  the  work  which 
they  now  performed  so  badly,  and  it 
would  do  much  for  the  purity  of  public 
administration  in  Ireland.  The  hon.  Gkm- 
tleman  who  represents  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Haslett)  made,  I  think,  a  very  unworthy 
remark  to-day  against  those  munidpaii- 
ties  who  pay  their  Mayors.  I  do  not 
know  if  he  is  aware  to  what  an  extent 
that  argument  can  be  need  against  him- 
self. It  is  not  only  those  who  had  largo 
fortunes,  and  who  were  able  to  dispense 
municipal  hospitality,  who  should  be 
the  sole  occupants  of  the  Civic  Chair ; 
and  in  my  opmion  one  of  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  the  extension  of  the 
municipal  franchise  is  that  men  of  mode- 
rate means  can  aspire  to  the  highest 
honour  which  their  fellow- townsmen  can 
confer  upon  them.  So  far,  I  take  it» 
therefore,  the  hon.  Member  who  need 
the  argument  has   not   advaneed  the 
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caoM  of,  or  r^flocttjd  cre<lit  opon,  Uio 
Oraoicrt  Democracy  of  Bolfast  My  boo. 
Friend  ^Mr.  Soxton)  Lm  aUUd  that 
Ihoro  is  no  Partr  moUro  connvrtiMl  with 
hit  Motion  t4>*oight ;  and  I  can  only  mit 
that,  notwitbAtandini^  any  Nationalist 
comi>t«*zion  that  may  Im*  tmt  up<»n  it,  ho 
h.'ia  tho  en  tiro  approval  of  tho  whole 
Lil>oral  Party  of  Hclfa<«t — a  v«*rT|>'>wor- 
ful  and  lar((e  lM>dy  in  the  North  f>f  Ixv- 
laud.  The  i|u«*fltion  of  tho  awiruiUtton 
of  theAO  two  friinohi<M*«  ia  uoe  that  <*an 
bo  raiMMl.  nioriM>vor»  mor.*  appropriately 
in  H'j^ard  to  Itvlfa»t,  ij>eaktug  from  a 
IM flint  and  North  of  Ireland  point  ul 
▼iow,  than  in  any  uthor  r«>n«tituoncy  in 
Ireland ;  bcrauAo  how  oft<«n  an*  we  not 
t(dd  that  li«*lfdit,  in  evorv  way — in  M^iti- 
tnetit,  in  tho  indiMtrial  habits  of  the 
peoplo,  and  in  ortTy  other  way — x%  almo*(t 
unrecf»gnixablo  from  an  Ko|(liftb  or  a 
Bi^)tch  t4>wn  f  If  that  wa»  hi,  and  if  the 
exteooion of  tho muniripal  framhite  wan 
gvMjd  in  t>wnii  in  l*Iii^land  and  Sxitland, 
what  |MiMible  obiiHTtion  t^mld  there  be 
t«>  ita  ext«'U«iion  in  this  almost  Kiigltnh 
or  Scot'-h  Municipality  ?  In  it  likely  that 
tho  Town  Council  of  iWlfa^t  in  K>»ing  to 
•pi'iid  tho  public  HKinoy  in  n*foniitng  it- 
»olf  /  I  d«>  not  bolirve  thai  it  is  |m>«. 
s«*«ned  of  so  ••'If'dobd'ting  a  t«*ndi>ucy  as 
to  l>e  guilty  of  that.  We  sh'iuld  be  glad 
to  hoar  fnxn  tho  hon.  Member  for  Hatt 
IMfant  Mr.  Pe  Cobain  -and  I  am 
•iirry  that  (he  hi>ii.  M«*mb(*r,  who  is  an 
ex*ijfri<  ial  of  tho  U«'lfant  (*  'rporation,  i^ 
not  now  in  hinplu'^*— iw>mo  fu  ts  in  cou* 
ni*<*tion  with  tho  traim^irtionn  of  tho 
T<»«n  (  ouo'  il,  whtih  I  think  would  vory 
nuich  enlighten  hon.  Memb«  rs.  I  teliere 
that  a  strtmg  public  feeling  i«  gniwing  in 
Belfast  on  this  sulijert ;  and  it  may  be 
Some  oonsolatiim  to  the  hon.  Members 
for  Doifant  who  hare  not  yet  spoken,  to 
learn  that  I  hold  in  my  hands  a  tologram 
which  ftt  itofi  that  vont«'nlav  serm  m«*tu* 
b<  rs  of  tho  Towu<*oun«il  T(»tfd  for  an 
a««iniilttion  of  the  frntichise— a  thing 
which  no  meml»er  of  the  Town  (\>umn 
had  ever  been  known  to  do  l>efore.  It 
would  therefun^  s««em  that  public  opinion 
has  not  b<*en  without  clfert,  even  upon 
tho  Belfast  Town  (  ouncil;  and  I  would 
adri»«*  the  hon.  Member  for  Kai»t  BeU 
fa«t  to  take  advantage  of  this  circam- 
stance  to  stand  up  hen«  and  make  a  full 
confession,  as  the  apostle  of  Tory  lK»- 
Bocraey. 

Mb.  liARBIS  :  As  I  happen  to  poo* 
sew  some  local  knowledge  of  the  nflla 
whioli  haTo   boea  bioof  hi  nadar  ike 


notice  of  the  House*  I  think  it  ia  only 
right  that  I  oliould  say  a  word  or  two 
bffore  this  debatt*  closes.    I  do  not  wi^h 
to  urgeanvthing  at  this  moment  against 
the   hon.  Members  who  reprveent   tho 
borough  of  BelfoAt.     Thoy  ^'om  to  \to 
in  a  stat«*  of  transition  at  the  pre««'nt 
moment ;  th<'y  ap|Har  to   bs  wav(*ring 
hvtweon    ari*t«Krattc    an<l     domcMratic 
id«*as,  and  I  hopo  that  whatever  d«Hi«>i.»n 
thfv  may  arrive  at  will  bt*  on«*  which 
will  forward  tin'  iutfn*«t4  of  the  town 
thoy  r(*pn*«»«>nt.  Thisouention  of  oxtend* 
ing  the  franchino  in  the  Muniiipality  of 
Ih'ifaAt  is  a  wry  imp«>rtant  one,  in  this 
4«'UM\  tiiat  ovt«r  and  ovvr  again  measures 
have    l»een    brought    forward    in   this 
Uo.iv)  and  paso(*d,  which,  after  having 
r**<*«*tTiHl  tiie  approval  of  tho  Houm*  of 
<^ommons,  was  rejected  by  the  House  <>f 
l^^rds.      If  wo  cannot  begin  above,  we 
must  begin  bulow,  and  in  this  case  it  is 
Ui'ceAA4iry  to  begin  with  the  municipali- 
ties.    If.  on  the  othtT  hand,  we  dccidt  d 
upon  taking  acti«>n  in  the  way  reeiun* 
mondf»<l  by  the  i'bairman  of  Ways  and 
M«*sa«,  it  would  be  at  on<o  our  duty  to 
bring  forwanl  a  moamire  for  the  aUiIi* 
tion  of  th«»  Hou%o  of  liords.     I  must  ex* 
preen  my  i»urpriM«  that  tho  Uadical  Party 
in  this  Hou»e  do  not  outer  more  enor* 
g«*tirally  into  this  im|H>rtant  queiiti<»n. 
Wo  certainly  cannot  oxDinrt  the  House 
of  L>rds  to  bring  foraard  a  measure  f«»r 
their  own  o\ttnction;  but  I  have  never 
hoard  any  strong  oxproMUon  of  opinion 
u|M>n  it  hero.     ilon.  Members  s«>om  to 
hove  Im^d  p4>rf««ctly  c«>ntent  to  sit  quietly 
by  and  to  endorse  the  4>pini«>n  of  the 
land<iwners  );«*nerally.     More  especially 
has  this  b«H»n  tho  case  in  connection  with 
the  action  «if  the  Town  Council  of  liel* 
fast.     A   large  amount  of  money  has 
been  expend*^  in  (.*ork,  as  well  as  in  Bel* 
fast,  in  und<»rtakings  whiih   have   not 
hatl  tlie  aan<  :H>n  of  the  ratepayers  gone* 
rallr ;  and  as  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a 
U^ginlative  reform  of  b^al  g«>vernmt*nt, 
whuh  is  to  be  extcnd«Hl  to  Iroland,  I 
think  it  might  save  us  a  oon»iderable 
amount  of  expense  in  conoiH,-tion  with 
tho  pn>motion  of  BilU  of  this  chanuter 
if  *t«*|ia  were  taken  to  bold  ovor  the  ae* 
tion  of  the  Town  ( Vun<  .1  t»f  lielfast  until 
•u«  h  time  as  «e  have  a  National  Parlia* 
meat  in  Ireland.     In  the  meartimo,  they 
will  be  abU  to  appr>ach  thalri»h  I*arty 
with  some  propueala  of  a  ooociliatory 
aatare;  andiaaneh  a  case  I  am  iacliaed 
to  balieva  thai   an    Iriah    Pariiaaa^t 
would  aooidi  to  ihatf  wishoii  Aftw 
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taking  care  to  impose  proper  obecks 
upon  their  action.  As  I  have  already 
said,  there  is  a  large  question  of  prin- 
ciple inrolved  in  this  question.  And  the 
most  important  principle  of  all  is  the 
principle  of  right ;  and  when  the  prin- 
ciple of  right  comes  to  be  argued  on 
higher  groimds  than  tbe  interests  of 
Belfast,  it  is  questionable  wbether  the 
action  of  former  Parliaments,  in  which 
tbe  people  were  not  fairly  represented, 
will  be  taken  into  consideration.  I  take 
it  that  the  principle  of  right  is  founded 
on  the  right  of  every  man  who  is  taxed 
to  be  represented,  and  it  is  quite  clear 
that  any  action  taken  prior  to  the  pre- 
sent time  by  the  Municipality  of  Belfast, 
or  any  other  Public  Body,  was  not 
founded  on  the  great  and  broad  right  of 
representation — the  right  of  every  man 
who  is  taxed  to  be  represented.  I  think 
that  every  act  which  may  have  been 
done  outside  the  representative  principle 
is  open  to  be  questioned  by  a  Native 
Parliament;  and  I  think,  further,  that 
this  important  question  ought  to  be 
raised  in  the  case  of  every  act  which  in- 
volves the  outlay  or  the  distribution  of 
money.  I  would  therefore  ask  the  House 
to  suspend  its  judgment  in  this  matter, 
and  not  allow  this  large  amount  of  money 
to  be  granted  to  a  body  of  men  who  are 
not  fairly  representative  of  the  interests 
of  the  Municipality.  If  they  were  fairly 
representative,  they  might  say  that  they 
spoke  in  the  name  of  all  of  Uie  inhabi- 
tants of  Belfast,  rich  and  poor;  and  I 
need  not  tell  the  House  that  in  any 
matter  connected  with  the  Municipality 
the  poor  are  in  a  higher  degree  inte- 
rested than  the  rich.  If  the  Munici- 
pality of  Belfast  were  founded  on  a 
oroad  representative  principle— if  they 
were  elected  by  the  entire  body  of  tax- 
payers, and  were  entitled,  therefore,  to 
come  forward  on  that  ground  and  speak 
in  the  name  of  the  people,  I  should  not 
object  to  this  Bill ;  but  when  we  take 
into  consideration  the  present  narrow 
representation,  I  think  we  should  hesi- 
tate before  we  granted  such  a  large 
amount  of  money.  With  these  remarks, 
I  beg  to  support  the  proposal  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton). 

Mr.  DEA8Y :  I  am  very  sorry  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Belfast  (Mr. 
De  Cobain)  is  not  in  his  place,  in  order 
to  favour  the  House  with  his  opinion  as 
to  the  action  of  the  Gorporation  of  Bel- 
Dui  in  reference  to  this  Bill,  and  the 
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oourse  which  he  intends  to  take  with  re- 
gard to  it.  I  am  also  desirous  of  as- 
certaining what  course  the  Oovem- 
I  ment  propose  to  adopt  with  regard  to 
the  suggestion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
and  Leader  the  senior  Member  for  the 
City  of  Oork  (Mr.  Parneli).  My  hon. 
Friend  has  asked  the  House  to  consent 
to  accept  two  of  the  four  paragraphs  of 
the  Motion  which  stands  in  the  name  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton) ;  but,  so  far,  we  have  not 
received  the  slightest  indication  of  the 
intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
upon  the  matter.  It  appears  to  me  that 
nearly  sufficient  has  been  said  from 
these  Benches  to  give  the  House  to  un- 
derstand how  we  regard  this  matter. 
As  far  as  the  debate  has  gone  the 
Irish  Members  have  entered  a  strong 
protest  against  the  course  which  has  been 
taken  upon  this  question ;  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  my  hon.  Friends  unduly  to  prolong 
the  debate,  but  to  proceed  at  once  to 
take  a  division,  if  a  division  is  forced 
upon  us  by  the  Oovernment,  as  a  final 
protest.  The  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  stated,  in  reply  to  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo,  that  we 
had  received  sufficient  Notice  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  Now,  I  deny 
that  altogether,  because  previous  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  occasioned 
by  the  late  change  of  Government,  the 
first  reading  of  the  Bill  was  taken,  and 
on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Honse  after  the  present  Government 
had  been  constituted  the  Bill  was  read 
a  second  time  at  a  time  when  there  was 
not  a  single  Member  of  the  Huuse  who 
knew  what  was  being  done.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  think  the  state- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Sligo  did  not  exceed  the  exact  tmth 
when  he  said  that  this  measure  had  been 
pressed  forward  without  that  due  No- 
tice which  every  Member  of  the  Honse 
was  entitled  to  receive.  I  should  be 
sorry  that  a  division  should  be  taken  at 
this  moment  upon  this  particular  ques- 
tion. I  should  prefer  to  have  the  sub- 
ject dealt  with  in  a  more  comprehensive 
manner.  I  find,  from  a  Return  presented 
to  the  Bouse  a  few  days  ago  in  refer- 
ence to  the  valuation  and  population  of 
the  several  wards  in  the  City  of  Belfast, 
that  certain  facts  have  been  brought  to 
light  which  are  of  an  alarming  nature, 
and  which  require  careful  oonsideratton 
in  order  that  redress  may  be  given 
without  further  delaj.  This  Betoa 
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inoT«d  for  on  tho  24Ui  of  J0I5  ImI,  and 
it  wa4  laid  upon  tho  Table  laiit  Friday. 
It  iihoira  that  tho  Talaation  of  tha  City 
of  Ualfaat  ia  £tiOO,000  and  ita  popula- 
tion *iOA,000  ;  but  tbo  number  of  muni* 
cipal  aloitora  are  onlj  6,000.  It  haa 
beon  abovn  that  the  number  of  Par- 
Itamentarjr  oU^rton  are  93,000;  but» 
oorertholoM,  there  is  only  a  con* 
Mituoncy  of  (i,0(>0  vhirh  returna  mem* 
bera  to  the  Town  (*mnril.  While 
32,000  hare  the  ri^^ht  of  ti^nding  Mom- 
K^ra  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  6.(M)0 
are  ctm^idered  sufBctent  to  return  mi*m- 
b^ra  to  the  Town  (\mnrtl.  In  point  of 
fact,  only  one  in  -10  in  a  great  Iri>h 
town  enjoys  the  municipal  franchise, 
whcroaa  in  the  lar^ce  tovns  of  England 
one  in  ^:ght  enjoy  the  right  of  rotioff 
in  tho  municipal  oli'ttions.  Now,  I 
think  that  that  is  a  glaring  injustice  aa 
betwiH^n  Ko gland  and  In«land ;  and  thrre 
is  even  a  greater  contrast  when  we  com«» 
to  consid«*r  tho  dilforent  raluationa  and 
tho  di«i proportion  bctworn  the  ward**. 
In  ono  there  is  a  population  of  15S.000, 
while  in  anoth«*r — tho  S:nithfi€»!d  Ward 
^tho  pipulatton  is  Sm.oco.  or  about 
ouo-bnlf.  But  tilt*  number  of  elei*tors 
ill  tho  ont*  ca<»-)  i<«  1,H17,  while  in  tho 
oth«*r  it  is  only  f -^0.  I  think  the  elm* ■ 
tors  in  the  SmithfiMd  Ward  have  a  just 
ground  of  t«>!n plaint ;  and  I  hope,  that 
in  the  fi%<*e  of  such  injustico,  wo  shall  not 
bo  told  that  we  must  wait  until  other 
<juo%tions  of  ^'fitor  importance  hare 
YMM*n  s4>ttItH].  If  tho  Oovommrnt  do  not 
inton<l  to  bring  on  the«o  qut«tions  of 
greater  im{>*>rtAnce  in  tho  next  month 
or  six  wiH-ks,  then*  ia  no  reason  whv  a 
Bill  deiling  with  the  municipal  fran- 
chise  in  Bolfaj»t  might  not  ba  iutrxKluced 
and  passed  without  delay.  I  beliore 
tltat  a  Koyal  (^>mmisston  some  years 
ago  unanimously  racommonded  that  the 
boundariea  of  th«'  municipal  l>orough 
should  bo  extcm!«Hl ;  but  up  to  this  tim«* 
no  Govemmeot  haa  taken  up  the  quo«- 
tion.  If  any  hon.  Member  haa  at  any 
time  rai«ed  the  quo«tion  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  boundaritMi  of  Bolfaat.  (%>rk, 
or  Dublin,  he  haa  been  told  to  wait  until 
the  whole  f|uestion  of  I^ocal  Goram* 
maot  in  Irtdaod  can  be  dealt  with; 
but  I  tail  to  see  what  there  is  to  pre- 
vent the  Oovemmeot  from  bringing  in 
A  Bill  at  once.  It  la  quite  apparrnt, 
fW>m  the  ailenca  of  three  of  tne  hi»n. 
Membera  for  Belfast,  that  thay  hava 
not  the  courage  to  gat  up  and  axprsaa 


any  disagraemant  from  the  Tieva  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Membar  for  HIigo  Mr« 
Sexton  .  I  am,  therefore,  fairly  en* 
titlinl  to  May  that  thoy  nra  on  our  aide, 
although,  for  aome  reaaon  or  other, 
thoy  refrain  fn»m  expresaing  an  opinion. 
Thev  may  tell  us  what  they  please 
about  the  Corporal  icm  l>etng  repre« 
s«*ntative  of  tho  citizoos  of  Belfast ; 
but  we  know  from  previous  oiprrionco 
that  all  ror|M»rations  and  Public  Bodies 
elected  on  a  narrow  finiting  are  corrupt, 
snd  that  the  members  of  such  Bodiea 
have  the  greatest  possible  objection  to 
any  inter  fere  nc««  on  the  part  of  Pnrlia* 
ment  with  their  constitution,  nitharto 
the  membera  of  thia  particular  Corpora^ 
ti<m  have  b«*en  <>ngnged  in  plundering 
the  ratepavera.  One  official  of  the  Town 
r«»uncil  of  Belfast  receivea  a  aalary  of 
£2,000  a-year;  and  while  tha  unfortu- 
nate ratapayara  strongly  object  to  tha 
l»ayment  of  so  extravagant  a  sum,  they 
are  oompelbHl  to  pay  it,  and  are  ex* 
eluded  from  having  anv  vcica  in  the 
contrvd  of  their  own  affairs.  I  am  glad 
to  find  that  tha  people  of  Boltatt  are  at 
last  aroused  to  a  sense  of  duty,  and  that 
they  protest  against  being  any  longt^r 
guided  by  this  autocratic  bcMly.  SVo 
have  been  told  within  the  past  we^^k, 
and  it  haa  l>een  repeat(*d  to-night  by  tho 
hon.  Member  for  W««et  Belfast  (Mr. 
IIa«]ett\  tliat  before  any  step  ia  taken 
by  Parliament  the  question  of  rouniripal 
reform  ought  to  be  considered  and  de- 
cided at  the  municipal  elretions.  I 
should  like  to  know  h«iw,  in  tha  City  of 
Belfast,  it  is  to  b«*  raised  ?  There  are 
onlv  tw<i  ways  in  which  it  can  ba  dona 
— the  one  in  public  meeting  asaemblad, 
and  the  other  by  M«nding  Represen* 
tattvea  to  this  Ilouaa.  Hitherto  tha 
working  claasoa  have  been  deprived  of 
their  rights  to  the  munieiiial  fran- 
thisa,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
thoae  who  bava  put  forward  the  in* 
teresta  of  tha  Corporation  have  en- 
joyed a  monopoly  of  the  repreaentation. 
I  must  axiiresi  my  deep  regret  that  tha 
hon.  (fcntieman  the  Secretary  to  tha 
Treasury  Mr.  II.  II.  Fowlar'  is  not 
here  to  give  the  Ilouaa  hia  viewa  on 
the  fugg«*etion  which  haa  been  thrown 
out  fh>m  thia  side  of  tha  Ilonae.  Wa 
are  most  anxiooa  to  have  the  views  of 
tha  Goveramaat  on  thia  queatioo ;  and 
wa  ahall  do  tha  ottly  thing  in  our  power 
thia  avaning^namalv,  dtvida  aninat 
thia  BtU  ia  fiavoar  of  tha  piopoatoMi  of 
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my  bon.  Friend.  I  hope  that  wheneyer 
we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  raising 
this  question  again  we  shall  be  able  to 
protest  much  more  vigorously  than  to- 
night against  the  great  injustice  it  is 
proposed  to  inflict  on  the  citizens  of 
Belfast. 

Ma.  SEXTON :  I  think  the  time  has 
now  arrived  when  the  House  may  pro- 
ceed to  take  a  division  upon  the  ques* 
tion.  I  regret  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  is  absent, 
because  I  should  have  been  quite  ready 
to  accept  the  suggestion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Parnell),  and  to  strike  out  a  por- 
tion of  the  BosolutioD,  limiting  my  In- 
struction to  the  assimilation  of  the  fran- 
chise and  to  provide  for  a  new  election 
on  the  new  franchise.  But  you,  Sir, 
have  been  good  enough  to  inform  me, 
on  a  personal  reference  to  you,  that  as 
the  Previous  Question  has  been  moved, 
you  are  not  in  a  position  to  allow  any 
further  Motion  to  be  moved.  I  regret 
that  the  Chairman  of  Committees  is  not 
here,  and  I  protest  against  the  course 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  taken, 
because,  by  the  form  of  his  Motion,  he 
has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  amend 
my  Instruction  in  the  way  I  have  indi- 
cated. I  will  onlj  add  that  the  division 
is  on  the  merits  of  my  Motion.  If  the 
Motion  should  be  successfully  evaded 
by  carrying  the  Previous  Question,  I 
shall,  on  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  as 
amended,  move  the  insertion  of  clauses 
amounting  in  substance  to  my  present 
Motion. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  84;  Noes 
200:  Majority  116.— (Div.  List,  No.  14.) 

NOTICE  OF  AMENDMENT. 
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MAINTENANCE  OF   SOCIAL  OBDER 

(IRELAND). 
Mb.  HOLMES  gave  Notice  that,  on 

foing  into  Supply  on  the  Civil  Service 
Istimates,  he  would  move,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair — 

'*  That  thiB  House  is  unwilliaff  to  entertain 
Estimates  for  the  Civil  Establishments  in  Ire- 
land before  being  placed  in  possession  of  the 
policy  which  Her  Majesty's  GoTerament  intend 
to  pnrmie  for  the  restoration  and  maintonanoe 
ol  tooial  order  in  that  Conntry.'* 

Wr.  Dtaey 


-0- 


HARBOURS  (SCOTLAND)— INVER- 
GORDON  HARBOUR. 

Db.  H.  M'DONALD  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether 
he,  or  his  predecessor  in  office,  having 
had  notice  of  the  following  facts,  viz. 
that  a  man  was  drowned  in  Invergordoa 
Harhour,  Boss- shire,  in  October  last, 
that  two  men  were  immersed  and  ncarlj 
drowned  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and  that 
another  man  was  drowned  on  the  29th 
ultimo,  that  these  accidents  occurred  at 
night,  and  were  due  to  the  want  of  light 
on  said  pier,  such  pier  being  part  of  a  pub- 
lic ferry  largely  used,  and  for  which  the 
proprietor  draws  a  rental  of  from  £1,200 
to  £1 ,400  a  year,  what  steps  he  is  taking, 
or  is  going  to  take,  against  the  pro- 
prietor  of  the  said  pier  for  the  loss  of 
life  that  has  occurred ;  and,  what  steps 
he  means  to  take  to  prevent  loss  of  life 
in  the  future  at  this  place  ? 

Thb  PRESIDENT  f  Mr.  Mimi>ELUL) : 
Invergorden  Harbour  is  a  private  har- 
bour not  regulated  by  any  Statute,  and 
over  it  the  Board  of  Trade  has  no  con- 
trol.  I  received,  last  month,  from  one  of 
the  Police  Commissioners  of  the  district, 
complaints  of  the  accidents  referred  to 
in  the  hon.  Member's  Question,  and  at 
once  communicated  with  the  proprietor 
of  the  harbour,  who  informs  me  that 
since  the  last  accident  he  has  been  taking 
steps  to  obviate  a  recurrence  of  these 
misfortunes  by  providing  life-buoys  and 
by  placing  lignts  on  the  jetties.  He 
adds,  however,  that  while  there  are  two 
public-houses  close  to  the  harbour  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  no  lighting  will  suffice 
to  prevent  these  accidents.  In  case  of 
any  laches  on  the  part  of  the  proprietor 
of  the  harbour,  1  presume  a  remedy 
could  be  obtained  in  a  Court  of  Law. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND) -MR. 
JOHN  O.  PAYNE,  J.P.,  CORK. 

Ma.  OILHOOLY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  it  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  John  O* 
Payne,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  of  Cork,  refused  on  February 
20th  to  attest  the  si^atores  of  voters 
named  Cotter  to  claims  to  vote  at  an 
election  of  Poor  Law  guardiana,  and  if 
the  voters  were  deprived  of  their 
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to  roio  bjhif  refoMl ;  and,  if  Into,  what 
artion  the  (^ormnncnt  will  Uko  rela- 
tire  to  tho  matter  ? 

Tn»  CniKF  RECBETABY  (Mr. 
Jiiiiv  MoaLBY):  The  natter  haa  b<M»ii 
brought  and«r  tho  notice  of  the  I»rJ 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  is  now  re* 
oeiTing  ct^nsideration. 

PtK>K      IJiW      (IRELAND)  ~  AKMAOH 

UNION- HEMOVAL  OF  A  PACPKR  BY 

THE  RELIEVINU  OFFU'KR. 

Ma«  ALEXANDEli  BLAINE  aaked 
the  Chief  Socr<«tarT  to  the  I^rd  Liea- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  What  action  the  Local 
OoTemment  Ikmrd  will  take  with  refer- 
ence to  the  n*lioTing  officer  of  the 
Armagh  Union,  who,  eontranr  to  the 
ruleft  of  the  liimrd,  went  to  Markothill 
roci*ntly  and  removed  an  old  woman 
named  Pattf^rion,  auflfrring  from  bron- 
chiti*.  out  of  her  bed,  contrary  to  the 
wishon  of  her  friendis  had  her  couToyed 
aix  milea  on  a  stormy  day,  which  cauM»d 
her  death  tbreo  date  afterward*;  whe- 
ther the  relierin^c  of{ic«»r  had  her  buried, 
without  giring  notice  to  her  friondfl, 
though  he  had  their  addreen ;  and,  whe- 
ther tho  I»cal  (^oremment  Board  will 
institute  an  infjuirj  into  all  the  circtun- 
atancva  of  the  cae**  ? 

TiiK  CHIEF  8ECBETABT  (Mr. 
Jons  MnftLKY) :  It  appeara  that  the  re- 
IteTing  officc>r  vimtfKl  the  old  woman  re* 
forre<l  to  on  tho  ap|»li ration  cf  the  die- 
penearj  medical  <»fficer,  and  found  her 
in  a  Tory  wretched  »tate,  with  bad  bed- 
ding and  little  clothing.  She  had  been 
previously  in  the  workhouse,  and  when 
the  relieving  otfici^r  aaked  bar  whether 
aho  would  return  ahe  expreeaed  her  do- 
aire  to  do  to.  No  f>ppo«ition  waa  offered 
to  her  removal,  which  aeema  to  hare 
been  effected  with  care.  She  died  five 
days  alter  her  remoral.  It  did  not  ap* 
pear  to  be  the  duty  of  the  relieving 
officer  in  particular  to  communicate  with 
her  friends.  The  case  was  inraetigated 
by  a  committee  of  the  Guardians,  who 
hare  cocn«»  to  the  conclusion  that  the  re- 
moval did  not  acic«*lerate  her  death.  Tho 
doctor  of  the  workhouse  also  oertifiee  to 
the  same  effect.  It  dc>ee  not  app<tar  to  the 
lioeal  Government  Board  to  be  neeeesary 
to  hold  any  fdithertnqairy  in  to  the  matter 

riBBKRIES  (SC<yrLANn;^TBB  TWEED 
FlStISRI(»  ACXU 

Sim  CHARLES  TENNANT  aakad 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether  his 


J  attention  haa  been  called  to  the  eaaa  of 
I  William  Melroee,  at  S«*lkirk  ;  whether 
I  he  is  aware  that  the  Tweed  Fisheriea 
Aota  give  the  Hheriff  powor  to  infer  in* 
tent  to  commit  an  offence  by  fishing 
j  with  an  illegal  implement  even  though 
no  illegal  implement  is  found  on  the 
accused  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
same  Acts,  which  are  private  Acta,  give 
the  right  of  searching  any  one  who  may 
be  on  the  banks  of  the  river  to  men  in 
the  employment  of  a  body  of  country 
gentlemen,  whose  only  qualification  to 
j  sit  on  that  body  is  that  they  poeeesa  a 
Salmon  Fishing ;  and  that  Uie  finsa 
which  are  lovii^  in  publto  eourta,  by 
the  s(«ntence  of  Her  lfajeety*s  Judicial 
( >fficers,  are  handed  over  to  theee  gen* 
tlt*men  to  be  used  in  paying  theee  water 
bai litre  of  theirs ;  and,  whether  he  ia 
prepared  to  legi«late  for  tho  amendment 
of  In  is  system  ? 

Tur.  SECBCTARY  n>a  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  TaRTELTAK,  :  My  attention  haa 
been  called  to  the  cane  of  William  Mel- 
ri>se.  Iaw  and  justice  is  the  only  im- 
portant part  of  Scottish  affairs  which  is 
not  nnder  the  control  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland ;  and  I  have  not  the  reepon« 
sibility  of  reviftinff  fM*ntoncca«  The  sen* 
tenre  was  in(lirt<<d  under  Se4*tion  69  of 
the  Tweed  Act  of  lHo7,  which  Miction 
the  Special  <.\>m  miss  I  oners  appoint  tnl  to 
inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Tweed 
'  Act4  n-oimimended  should  be  repealed* 
i  for  th*  be»t  of  reas^tna.  The  general 
I  Ptate  of  things  on  the  Tweed  is  described 
bv  my  h€>n.  Friend  in  the  longvst  clause 
oi  his  Question  with  remarkable  force 
and  preri^inn.  Under  Section  HI  of  the 
Act  of  1 457  the  finee  inflictinl  gi>,  among 
other  purpooee,  to  the  payment  of  tho 
water  bailiffs  The  Twee<l  Acts  are 
condemnt*d  by  the  public  opinion  of  al* 
moel  all  clasaee  of  the  population  of  the 
district.  I  am  making  careful  inquiriea 
as  to  the  conrM*  to  bo  propoeed  with  re* 
gard  to  them. 


POST  OFFICB  r|RBLAKn:-THS  P09T. 
MAST>:K  of  BALA. 

Ma.  HENBT  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whe* 
ther,  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  pfMtmaater  for  Bala,  the 
memorial  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Evans  waa 
forwarded  to  the  INietmastvr  General 
early  in  Janvary ;  whether,  aa  the  late 
Goraniment  raoigned  Office  upon  the 
Mth  Jaauaiy,  aa3  their  rwifnataco  waa 
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House  to  see  to  what  extent  this  Belfast 
Corporation  represents  the  views  of  the 
people  of  Ulster,  and  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  it  does  not  represent  the  opinions 
and  views  of  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  people  of  Belfast,  and  that  the  opi- 
nions of  the  ratepayers  have  not  been 
asked  by  the  Corporation,  and  that  the 
general  body  of  ratepayers  have  no  Con- 
stitutional mode  of  ofifering  an  opinion  on 
tho  subject,  I  think,  I  say,  it  is  very 
prudent  and  proper  for  this  House  that 
the  people,  who  at  the  present  moment 
are  not  represented,  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  expressing  their  opinion  on 
such  a  matter  as  this  when  the  Bill  be- 
comes an  Act,  but  before  it  comes  into 
operation.  In  this  measure  means  should 
be  given  to  the  ratepayers  of  Belfast  for 
expressing  an  opinion  through  the  elec- 
tions that  are  proposed  by  the  Besolu- 
tion  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton). 
If  they  approve  of  the  Act  as  then  passed, 
why,  all  is  well,  and  the  Corporation 
newly  formed  by  the  new  electoral  body 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  carrying 
out  the  work  embodied  in  this  scheme. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  majority 
of  electors  on  the  new  Begistration  BoU 
believe  that  this  is  an  objectionable  Act, 
then  they  could  refuse  to  carry  it  into  ope- 
ration, and  either  bring  in  a  new  scheme, 
or  say — **  We  will  have  no  main  drainage 
scheme  at  all.*'     For  these  reasons,  I 
think  it  is  quite  within  the  duty — ^not 
only  within  the  power,  but  also  within 
the  duty— of  this  House  to  do  what  my 
hon.  Friend  proposes.     It  seems  to  me 
rather  strange  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment, who  a  short  time  ago  were  such 
very  earnest  advocates  of  the  extension 
of  the  franchise  to  all  classes  of  electors 
in  this  Kingdom,   should  be  so  very 
anxious  on  this  occasion  to  throw  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  enfranchising  the 
ratepayers  of  the  borough  of  Belfast. 
Not  only  so,  but  the  fact  bein^  so  noto- 
rious that  the  franchise  in  Belfast  is  so 
very  objectionable  and  of  such  a  meagre 
character,  the   practical  result  is  that 
four-fifths  of  the  ratepayers,  who  are 
considered  competent  to  select  Members 
of  Parliament,  have  no  power  in  the 
selection  of  members  of  this  Town  Coun- 
cil, and  therefore  have  no  voice  in  the 
matter  of  the  Bill  which  is  now  before 
the  House.    I  think  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  see  that  some  mode  of 
obtaining  the  opinion  of  these  four- fifths 
should  be  provided.    I  must  say  also,  in 
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regard  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Haslett),  that  it 
was  a  very  artful  speech,  because  he 
entirely  evaded  the  important  question 
of  rating,  and  also  that  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton). 
Now,  the  hon.  Gentleman  very  artfully 
refrained  from  discussing  that  question  ; 
but  still  he  asked  that  we  should  give 
power  to  the  Belfast  Corporation  to  let 
in  the  £8  a-year  householder.    Well, 
that  being  so,  we  consider  that  these 
people  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  opinion  before  this  Bill 
is  passed.    The  hon.  Gentleman  has  also 
evaded  another   important    question — 
namely,  the  exclusive  nature  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Belfast,  which  is  almost  con* 
fined  to  one  narrow  class  of  the  com* 
munity.     It  entirely  excludes  what  I 
may  call  the  Orange  Democracy  of  Bel* 
fast.    The  Town  Council  is,  in  fact,  al- 
most entirely  represented  by  the  small 
wholesale  and  large  retail  tradesmen  of 
Belfast    For  years  it  has  only  had  two 
Catholic  members — one   of  whom  was 
elected  by  a  Tory  body,  and  would  on 
no  account  have  been  elected  by  any 
body  of  Catholics.     And  yet  we  have 
this  body,  representing  only  one-fifth  of 
the  population  of  Belfast,  coming  to  this 
House  and  asking  to  be  allowed  to  saddle 
the    whole    community    with    a   large 
amount  of  taxation.     It  would  be  well 
for  the  Government  to  take  this  matter 
into  their  serious  consideration,  and  give 
the  ratepayers  of  the  second  largest  town 
in  Ireland  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinion  before  such  a  measure  as 
this  is  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  PARNELL  :  I  wish  to  say,  Sir, 
I  should  have  been  surprised  at  the  way 
in  which  this  Motion  has  been  met  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  (Mr.  Courtney),  were  it  not 
that  he  has,  unfortunately,  within  my 
own  Parliamentary  connection,  distin- 
guished himself  on  ovory  occasion  which 
presented  itself,  by  taking  up  a  position 
in  opposition  to  Irish  claims,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  been  placed  in  bis 
present  position  is  that  it  was  thought 
that  it  could  not  possibly  fall  in  his 
power  to  take  part  in  the  debates  of  this 
House  against  the  ressonable  claims  of 
Ireland.  But  if  that  were  the  worthy 
idea,  it  is  a  disappointed  one,  because 
the  hon.  Gentleman — withthat  ingenuity 
which  is  sometimes   acquired  by  long 
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I^arHainratary    exporicnro— haa    found  ' 
an  opportunity  of  dutio((ui«hin((  himi»olf , 
in  this  particttlmr  manner.     lie  ha^  en- 
<1oaTour»d  to  croato  a  proc^lent  aft<»r  a 
prere<lc«nt  hat  b<H«n  Mtablithod  hj  hit 
I*r«doce»iior,  Sir  Arthur  Otwaj — ono  of 
Iho  nio»t  difttingtiiAhed  occupantA  of  the 
<^hair  in  n«cent  timeA.  and  ci^rtainlj  not 
one  of  whom  it  can  bo  said,  epeakinfc  9lb 
I  do  after  a  long  extterience  of  the  (mx*u- 
panU  of  the  Chair,  that  he  had  been  fair 
to  Irish  Member*.     But  he  laid  down  a 
prorodent   an  to  what  could   and  what 
could  not  be  done  in  rt»ference  to  a  Bill 
of  this  nature.     Now,  I  must  say  I  do 
think  we  hare  not  been  fairly  trfMit«Hi  by 
the  hon.  Membf»r.     My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton  appeabnl 
to  a  recent   prenulent,  and  one  which 
fitted  very  well  to  thi«  present  case.     It 
is  truo  that  my  hon.  Frit^nd  has  gone  a 
little  futth«*rthan  was  the  cum*  in  regard 
to  the  Hathmines  and  Hathgar  Bill,  and 
has  intrtnlurtHl  matters  whiih  wen*  not 
sought  to  be  introdu'-inl  on  that  cnra- 
sion ;    but  I  wonld   a««k   the    House  to 
ronsid<»r  this — an   unrefornuMl    Parlia- 
ment, a  Parhanicnt  which  Raro  many 
hon.  Memb«»rs  of  this  House  an  oppir- 
tnnity  which  they  otherwi<»<>  would  not 
have  had  of  bt^coming  Members^a  Par-  j 
liamert  which  o|Mue4l  tho  franchise  to  | 
the  householders  of  British  and  lTt»h  i 
c«>unticii,   agreed  to  a  reform  of  f ran- 
ch!^ on  a  precisely  similar  Bill  to  this, 
with  regard  to  an  Irinh  municipal  biNly.  . 
It  said — **  We  have  sihiu  In«h  lit  11^  for  | 
a  general  n^fonn  t>f  thi*  municipal  fran- 
chise in   that   country   intnKluced  into 
several   Parliaments.      Wo   have    seen 
tlif^se  BilU  rapidly   pas*i  through    the 
House  of  r«nimona.      We   have  seen 
them  on  more  than  one  occasion  thrown 
out  by  the  House  of  Ix>rds  ** — at  the 
instani'e  of  this  very  body  whom  we  ask 
the  Hous4»  to  ch«*(  k  now.  and  i>f  th** 
body    which    the    unn»furmed    Parlia- 
ment  che<kfMl   in   the  case  of  th«»  Bill 
which    constitutes    the    pm^'dent     on 
which  niT  hon.  Friend  relice — **  if  wi» 
canntit     by    the    ordinary    ptocese    of- 
lrgi«la!ion^if  our  ordinary  ottempts  at ' 
l<*gittlation  have  been   defeated  at   th«> 
iostigation  of  these  unreformed  b«Mlioe  , 
partly  by  meana  of  the  money  of  th<* 
ratepayer*  levied  by  a  power  over  which  i 
the  ratrpayera  ha^l  no  ctmtnd,  is  it  not 
right,  when  tlM*se  iMjdiee  cc»me  before  ua  , 
and  aak  fur  additional  power  of  taxation,  J 
that  wa  ahottld  aaj  we  cauMt  oontioue  i 


to  give  those  enlarged  tiowtrt  of  taxa* 
tion  without  saying  tliat  the  people 
who  are  going  to  be  taxcil  shall  have 
an  elTe<*tual  voice  in  the  exfienditure.*' 
That  wa^  all  that  was  aake^l  in  1hh5  ; 
and  that  ia  all  we  aak  in  1886.  The 
only  ditri«rvnce  ia  simply  this,  that  in 
18H>  we  wire  appealing  and  appealed 
aucceeafully  to  an  unreformed  Pariia* 
ment,  and  in  this  case  we  are  appealing 
to  a  reformed  Parliament,  whicn  ought 
to  be  additionally  impn^sMnl  with  the 
justice  of  our  claim.  Well,  Sir,  the  only 
valid  argument  that  could  have  been 
use<l  by  the  hon.  Uentleman  the ( '^h airman 
of  Committt'ee,  or  the  right  hon.  Oontle- 
man  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxcheouer, 
against  the  claim  of  my  hon.  Friena  haa 
n(»t  been  used—  namt*ly,  that  considering 
the  whole  question  of  the  itovemment 
of  Ireland  is  now  under  the  considera- 
tion  of  the  Administration,  under  thoee 
circumstances  it  ia  scarcely  worth  our 
while  insisting  upon  the  addition  of  thia 
clause.  This  is  an  argument  which 
might  fairly  and  with  some  ccmsiderable 
force  have  been  used  by  the  opponents 
«>f  the  m<«aBure;  but  it  has  not  been 
used,  and«  indeed,  they  have  been  ver/ 
chary  of  spoeab.  (>f  coune,  that  argu- 
mt'tit  would  have  raised  a  comparative 
<|UCfition,  and  if  it  had  be«*n  aadreased 
to  us  early  in  the  evoning  it  might  have 
had  some  weight ;  but  that  is  not  the 
fiolicy  which  has  Ix^en  adopted.  My 
obj(4't  in  rifling  is  to  sugg(*st  a  compro* 
mi»e.  I  have  aaid  that  my  hon.  Friend 
has  gune  to  the  prec^^lrnt  of  1mm6  ;  but 
this  Amendment  provides  that  in  addi- 
tion to  tho  aasimilation  of  the  I'arlia* 
mentary  and  municipal  fraachisea  an 
arrangement  is  to  be  made  by  which  all 
who  are  qualitii*d  to  vote  at  a  municinal 
eIt<ction  in  Belfast  should  be  enaM<*d  to 
b«*  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Conn- 
cilh>r  or  Alderman,  and  he  baa  aho 
asked  for  an  extension  of  the  Iniundaiita 
of  the  pr«*«ent  municipal  borough.  Well, 
now,  what  t  would  suggi«»tasacompro* 
uiise  ta  thi<»~that  if  my  hon.  Fnend 
should  confine  himself  to  two  points,  the 
first  and  the  fourth,  in  the  fint  Besolu* 
tion  that  he  has  alono  movtd,  I  think  ha 
would  bring  himself  itrictly  within  the 
lioiita  of  the  precedent  of  1HM6«  Now^ 
wi*  know  that  this  House  ia  gu%i»med  by 
strict  precedent,  and  it  is  scarcely  fair 
fur  the  i  'hairmaa  of  <7omBitt«*«a  to  in* 
terpoee  a  technical  objection,  and  ao 
prevent  ua  from  taking  the  aaoaa  of  the 
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House  on  the  substantial  question, 
which  I  believe  otherwise  would  be  in  our 
favour.  If  my  hon.  Friend  would  agree 
to  this  limitation  of  his  Besolution  on 
these  two  points,  I  cannot  see  why  the 
House  should  refuse  the  Motion.  No 
attempt  has  been  made,  except  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Haslett),  to  argue  against  the  Motion  on 
its  merits ;  and  there  is  practically  no- 
thing to  be  said  against  it,  otherwise  it 
would  have  been  said  over  and  over 
again.  In  conclusion,  I  would  appeal 
to  the  justice  and  judgment  of  the 
House,  whether  it,  as  a  reformed  Parlia- 
ment, is  going  to  refuse  that  which  an 
unreformed  Parliament  did  for  us  so 
willingly  by  a  great  majority  in  1 885  ? 

Mr.  nOOPEK :  As  a  member  of  an 
Irish  Municipal  Body  myself,  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject.  In 
commencing  my  observations  I  cannot 
but  think  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  did  so  much 
to  pass  the  Act  under  which  the  present 
Parliament  was  elected  is  not  present 
to-night — I  mean  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir 
Charles  W.  Dilke).  The  House  is  asked 
to  set  this  Motion  aside  on  extremely 
technical  grounds ;  but  if  there  ever  was 
a  question  on  which  that  course  should 
not  to  be  adopted  it  is  upon  a  question 
like  this,  and  in  presence  of  statements 
such  as  those  which  have  been  put  for- 
ward from  these  Benches.  The  House 
has  already  heard  that  the  60,000 
Boman  Catholics  of  Belfast  are  unre- 
presented in  the  Town  Council;  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  men- 
tioned that  there  is  only  one  gentleman 
upon  it  professing  Liberal  politics.  Now, 
if  we  added  these  two  classes  together, 
I  am  quite  sure  that  they  would  form  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Belfast ;  and, 
therefore,  I  ask  the  House  whether  it  is 
public  policy  that  the  reform  of  such  an 
abuse  should  be  longer  delayed  ?  This 
is  not  the  time  when  the  House  should 
stand  on  old  precedents,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  the  histoiy  of  Belfast  that 
the  House  should  be  slow  to  interfere 
with  its  municipal  arrangements.  I 
oan  say,  from  my  knowledge  of  Bills 
introdu<»dd  by  Irish  Municipalities,  that 
the  likelihood  is  that  before  the  expen- 
diture on  this  scheme  is  concluded,  in- 
stead of  £  1 50,000,  it  will  reach  £500,000 ; 
and  it  is  this  which  gives  rise  to  a  good 
deal  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
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townspeople.  If  this  £150,000  is 
granted,  1  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  the  borongh  of  Belfast  will  be  hero 
again  for  a  Supplementary  Bill  to  enable 
them  to  raise  further  funds  for  the  pur- 
poses embraced  in  the  scheme  now 
before  us;  and  very  likely  thev  will 
come  again  after  that  for  a  third  Bill. 
Coming,  then,  to  the  question  of  the 
principles  involved  in  the  Motion  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  I  must  confess  that  I  can 
find  nothing  new  or  dangerous  which  it 
is  sought  to  import  into  this  Bill.  The 
first  refers  to  the  assimilation  of  the 
borough  to  the  Parliamentary  franchise. 
If  there  is  anything  dangerous  in  that, 
I  think  the  House  will  be  glad  to  hear 
from  the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Opposi- 
tion Benches  who  have  been  so  ulent 
to-night  what  are  the  dangerous  prin- 
ciples. Will  my  hon.  Friend  who  is 
now  looking  towards  me,  who  is  an  ex- 
official  of  Belfast,  condescend  to  enlighten 
us  on  the  subject.  But  if  he  does  not 
desire  to  wash  the  dirty  linen  of  the 
Belfast  Corporation  in  this  House  to- 
night, then  he  was  quite  right  not  to 
take  part  in  this  discussion.  But  what 
is  the  meaning  of  this  conspiracy  of 
silence  on  these  Benches?  As  regards 
the  enlargement  of  the  municipal  fran- 
chise to  that  which  prevails  at  Parlia- 
mentary elections,  although  I  know 
something  of  Belfast,  I  am  not  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  town  to 
speak  specially  in  reference  to  it  alone ; 
but  I  can  say  generally  that  the  assimi- 
lation would  in  future  take  out  of  tho 
hands  of  narrow  cliques  the  work  which 
they  now  performed  so  badly,  and  it 
would  do  much  for  the  purity  of  public 
administration  in  Irelana.  The  hon«  Gen- 
tleman who  represents  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Haslett)  made,  I  think,  a  veiy  unworthy 
remark  to-day  against  those  municipali- 
ties who  pay  their  Mayors.  I  do  not 
know  if  he  is  aware  to  what  an  extent 
that  argument  can  be  used  against  him- 
self. It  is  not  only  those  who  had  largo 
fortunes,  and  who  were  able  to  dispense 
municipal  hospitality,  who  should  be 
the  sole  occupants  of  the  Civic  Chair ; 
and  in  my  opinion  one  of  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  the  extension  of  the 
municipsl  franchise  is  that  men  of  mode- 
rate means  can  aspire  to  the  highest 
honour  which  their  fellow- townsmen  can 
confer  upon  them.  So  far,  I  take  it, 
thereforei  the  hon.  Member  who  used 
the  argument  has   not   advanesd  tlia 
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CAOM  of,  or  reflactod  erodit  upon,  tho 
Oraogo  I>«aiocracj  of  B<»lfa8t.  My  hon. 
Friend  ^Hr.  Soxion)  Hm  AUUd  that 
Ihoro  is  no  Partj  motivo  oonnect«tl  with 
hit  Motion  tn-night ;  and  I  can  only  iay 
that,  notwithstanding  any  Natitinalifit 
rom|>l<*xion  that  may  Ih*  i>ut  upon  it,  ho 
\%:\m  the  entire  approral  of  the  whole 
Lil>oral  Party  of  Ii<>lfait — a  wry  |x>wor- 
ful  and  large  body  in  the  North  of  Irt^- 
laud.  The  (|iH«fttion  of  the  aMtmilation 
of  the«ie  two  frunrhtM^t  u  one  that  oan 
be  raiMNl,  nioriH»V(«r,  ni(>r>«  appnipriatoly 
in  regard  to  lit^lfaal,  M>oukiug  from  a 
Belfast  and  Nt»rth  of  Iroland  point  of 
view,  than  in  any  othor  con«tituonry  in 
IroUnd ;  b<TAU8o  how  often  aro  we  not 
told  that  Dolfafft,  in  evory  way — in  iM»nti- 
ment,  in  tho  industrial  habits  of  tiie 
peopUs  and  in  every  other  way^s  alnitwt 
unrecognixable  from  an  Knglish  or  a 
Hootch  ti>wn  f  If  that  waa  m>,  and  if  the 
extenoion of  tho  muniripal  franihiiie  was 
giMid  in  t«>wn8  in  Mii gland  and  Scotland, 
what  poMible  obi4>ction  o>uld  tliere  be 
to  ite  ext4*uiiion  in  this  almost  Kngliah 
or  (HMttrh  Muoii-ipaltty  ?  Is  it  likely  that 
tho  Town  (.\)uncil  of  IWlfast  in  going  to 
•p4'nd  the  public  money  in  n*forniing  it- 
self ?  I  do  n<**.  boliere  that  it  is  ptis* 
•4»««ed  of  so  •••lf-dobA*ing  a  tondt-ucy  at 
to  be  gudty  of  that.  Wo  sli'mld  be  glad 
Uy  hoar  from  tho  him.  Momb4*r  for  Kahi 
IMfaiit  Mr.  I>e  Coboin-  and  I  am 
•<»rry  that  tho  h<>n.  Mt«mbrr,  who  is  an 
eX'uflii  ial  of  tho  U«>ira%t  (*  »rp«>ration,  Ia 
not  now  in  his  pla<*i* — »<>nio  fa  is  in  con> 
nf«*tion  with  tho  tranH.i(tious  of  tho 
Town  (.*ounril,  which  I  think  would  Tory 
much  enlighten  hon.  Momb<«rs.  I  telieTe 
thata  Rtnmg  public  fovling  is  gnming  in 
Belfaal  on  this  subjo<  t ;  and  it  may  be 
some  oiinsolatiim  to  the  hon.  Members 
for  Belfast  who  have  not  yet  spoken,  to 
learn  that  I  hold  in  my  hands  a  telegram 
which  stfttes  that  ve^trrday  •ert'U  mem* 
b<rs  <»f  tho  Towu  <*oun4  il  Toted  for  an 
a^oimilition  of  the  (raiirliiiM^~-a  thing 
which  no  memlfor  of  the  Town  (  oumil 
had  ever  been  known  to  do  l>«fore.  It 
would  therefun*  s^^em  that  public  opinion 
has  not  b«*en  without  efft<'t,  even  up4>n 
tho  Belfast  Town  <'ounril ;  and  I  would 
advts4«  the  hon.  Member  for  t^st  BeU 
last  to  take  advantage  of  this  circum- 
•tanco  to  stand  up  hen*  and  make  a  full 
eonfmaion,  aa  the  apostle  of  Tory  Iw»* 
nocracy. 

Mm.  HARRIS :  As  I  happen  to  Doa- 
•esa  soma  loeal  knowledge  of  the  laeto 
mhUk  have   been  btooj^  uadit  Um 


notice  of  the  House,  I  think  it  ia  only 
right  that  I  oliould  say  a  word  or  two 
b«*lor0  this  debate  ehisee.    I  do  not  « i«h 
to  urge  anything  at  this  moment  against 
the   hon.  Momt>ors  who  reproeent   tho 
bopviugh  of  lielfast.     They  fieem  U>  be 
tu  a  state  of  transition  at  tho  pru«4*nt 
mf»ment ;  they  ap|H'ar  Ut  be  wavering 
hetwiH*n     ari^t'M-ratio     and     denuMratic 
ideas,  and  I  hope  that  whatever  doci^inn 
thoy  msy  arrivv  at  will  b4*  one  which 
will  forward  thi*  interi»«ts  of  tho  town 
they  rt*pr«»*ent.  This  ouest ion  of  extend* 
ing  the  franchino  in  the  Municipality  of 
Helfast  is  a  vury  important  one,  in  this 
senses  tliat  over  and  o\er  again  moasun-s 
have    been    brought    forward    in    this 
House  and  paso**d«  which,  aAor  having 
rert'ivod  the  approval  of  tho  ]Ious«*  of 
i/ommons,  was  rejected  by  the  llouso  ef 
liords.      If  we  cannot  begin  above,  we 
must  begin  below,  and  in  this  case  it  is 
nt'cessanr  to  begin  with  the  muniiipali- 
ties.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  dccid«d 
upon  taking  action  in  tho  way  recom* 
monded  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
M<*sns,  it  would  be  at  onio  our  duty  to 
bring  forwanl  a  measure  ft»r  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  House  of  liords.     I  must  ex* 
press  my  nurpri^o  that  tho  Radical  Party 
in  this  House  do  not  ent<*r  more  ener- 
ir<*ttrally  into  this  impoitant  questif»n. 
Wo  certainly  cannot  exiM*it  the  House 
of  L'>rds  to  bring  foraard  a  measure  for 
their  own  e\tinctton;  but  I  have  never 
heard  any  strong  «*\prossion  of  opinion 
u|K>n  it  here      Hon.  Meml*era  s«*em  to 
have  l>een  p«>rfectly  content  to  sit  quietly 
by  and  to  endorse  the  opinion  of  the 
landowners  ^^nerally.     More  es|)ecially 
has  this  heen  tho  case  in  connection  with 
the  acti«m  of  the  Town  (\>uncil  of  Bel« 
fast.     A  large  amount  of  money  has 
been  expended  in  ( *ork,  as  well  as  in  Bel* 
fast,  in  undertakings  which   have   not 
had  tlie  san«  tion  of  the  ratepayers  gene* 
rally ;  and  aa  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a 
lo^inlative  reform  «»f  local  govornmeot, 
ehith  is  to  be  extended  to  Ireland,  I 
thmk  it  might  save  us  a  considerable 
amount  of  expense  in  connection  with 
th<*  promotion  of  Bills  of  this  character 
if  st«»pe  were  taken  tt>  hold  over  the  ae« 
tion  of  the  Town  Count  -l  of  lUlfast  until 
such  time  as  we  have  a  National  Parlia* 
moot  in  Irelan«L     In  the  mear time,  they 
will  l>e  able  to  appniach  the  Irish  Party 
with  some  propoeala  of  a  eoDnliatofy 
aatare ;  and  ia  nioh  a  ease  I  am  iaclinea 
to  believe  that   aa    Iriah    Parliaase&t 
would  acosd^  to  their  vithMi  Aftv 
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taking  care  to  impose  proper  checks 
upon  their  action.  As  I  have  already 
said,  there  is  a  large  question  of  prin- 
ci  pie  involved  in  this  question .  And  the 
most  important  principle  of  all  is  the 
principle  of  right ;  and  when  the  prin* 
ciple  of  right  comes  to  be  argued  on 
higher  grounds  than  the  interests  of 
Belfast,  it  is  questionable  whether  the 
action  of  former  Parliaments,  in  which 
the  people  were  not  fairly  represented, 
will  oe  taken  into  consideration.  I  take 
it  that  the  principle  of  right  is  founded 
on  the  right  of  every  man  who  is  taxed 
to  be  represented,  and  it  is  quite  clear 
that  any  action  taken  prior  to  the  pre- 
sent time  by  the  Municipality  of  Belfast, 
or  any  other  Public  Body,  was  not 
founded  on  the  great  and  broad  right  of 
representation — the  right  of  every  man 
who  is  taxed  to  be  represented.  I  think 
that  every  act  which  may  have  been 
done  outside  the  representative  principle 
is  open  to  be  questioned  by  a  Native 
Parliament;  and  I  think,  further,  that 
this  important  question  ought  to  be 
raised  in  the  case  of  every  act  which  in- 
volves the  outlay  or  the  distribution  of 
money.  I  would  therefore  ask  tho  House 
to  suspend  its  judgment  in  this  matter, 
and  not  allow  this  large  amount  of  money 
to  be  granted  to  a  body  of  men  who  are 
not  fairly  representative  of  the  interests 
of  the  Municipality.  If  they  were  fairly 
representative,  they  might  say  that  they 
spoke  in  the  name  of  all  of  Uie  inhabi- 
tants of  Belfast,  rich  and  poor;  and  I 
need  not  tell  the  House  that  in  any 
matter  connected  with  the  Municipality 
the  poor  are  in  a  higher  degree  inte- 
rested than  the  rich.  If  the  Munici- 
pality of  Belfast  were  founded  on  a 
broad  representative  principle— if  they 
were  elected  by  the  entire  body  of  tax- 
payers, and  were  entitled,  therefore,  to 
come  forward  on  that  ground  and  speak 
in  the  name  of  the  people,  I  should  not 
object  to  this  Bill ;  but  when  we  take 
into  consideration  the  present  narrow 
representation,  I  think  we  should  hesi- 
tate before  we  granted  such  a  large 
amount  of  money.  With  these  remarks, 
I  beg  to  support  the  proposal  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton). 

Me.  DEA8Y :  I  am  very  sorry  that  i 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Belfast  (Mr. ' 
De  Oobain)  is  not  in  his  place,  in  order  , 
to  favour  the  House  with  his  opinion  aa 
to  the  action  of  the  Ooiporation  of  Bel- 
fast in  reference  to  this  Billy  and  the 
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course  which  he  intends  to  take  with  re- 
gard to  it.  I  am  also  desirous  of  as- 
certaining what  course  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  adopt  with  regard  to 
the  sugffestion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
and  Leader  the  senior  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  My  hon. 
Friend  has  asked  the  Hoose  to  consent 
to  accept  two  of  the  four  paragraphs  of 
the  Motion  which  stands  in  the  name  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton) ;  but,  so  far,  wo  have  not 
received  the  slightest  indication  of  the 
intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
upon  the  matter.  It  appears  to  me  that 
nearly  sufficient  has  been  said  from 
these  Benches  to  give  the  House  to  un- 
derstand how  we  regard  this  matter. 
As  far  as  the  debate  has  gone  the 
Irish  Members  have  entered  a  strong 
protest  against  the  course  which  has  been 
taken  upon  this  question ;  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  my  hon.  Friends  unduly  to  prolong 
the  debate,  but  to  proceed  at  once  to 
take  a  division,  if  a  division  is  forced 
upon  us  by  the  Government,  as  a  final 
protest  The  Ohairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  stated,  in  reply  to  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo,  that  we 
had  received  sufficient  Notice  of  tho 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  Now,  I  deny 
that  altogether,  because  previous  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  occasioned 
by  the  late  change  of  Government,  tho 
first  reading  of  the  Bill  waa  taken,  and 
on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
House  after  the  present  Government 
had  been  constituted  the  Bill  waa  read 
a  second  time  at  a  time  when  there  was 
not  a  single  Member  of  the  Huose  who 
knew  what  was  being  done.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  think  the  state- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  fur 
Sligo  did  not  exceed  the  exact  truth 
when  he  said  that  this  measure  had  been 
pressed  forward  without  that  due  No- 
tice which  every  Member  of  the  House 
was  entitled  to  receive.  I  should  be 
sorry  that  a  division  should  be  taken  at 
this  moment  upon  this  particular  quea- 
tion.  I  should  prefer  to  have  the  sub- 
ject dealt  with  in  a  more  comprehensive 
manner.  I  find,  from  a  Betum  presented 
to  the  House  a  few  days  ago  in  refer- 
ence to  the  valuation  and  population  of 
the  several  wards  in  the  City  of  Belfast, 
that  certain  facta  have  been  brought  to 
light  which  are  of  an  alarming  nature, 
and  which  require  careful  conaideratton 
in  order  that  redreaa  may  be  given 
without  further  delay.  lUa  Betoxn  was 
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moTed  for  on  the  24Ui  of  Joljr  last,  and 
it  WM  Iftid  upon  the  Tfthle  laiit  Friday. 
It  ahowa  that  the  Taloation  of  the  CHy 
of  Belfaat  it  £(>()0.0<)0  and  ita  popula- 
tion 208,000  ;  tut  tho  number  of  muni* 
cipal  eloiiora  are  only  6,000.     It  haa 
b<M*n  ahown  that   the  nu rubor  of  Par* 
liamentarj  t^Io-^tort    are    32,000 ;    but, 
noTertholoM,    there     is     only    a    con- 
stituency of  6,000  whioh  roturna  mom- 
bora    to    the    Town    CtittnciL      While 
92,000  have  the  right  of  ftonding  Mem- 
bi*ri  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  6.000 
are  oi>uM<lered  sufficient  to  return  mom- 
bera  to  the  Town  (^)um*il.     In  point  of 
fact,  only  one  in  40  in  a  great  Irish 
t«)wn    enjoys  the  municipal    franchi^. 
wherooa  in  tho  large  towns  of  England 
one  in  eight  enjoy  the  right  of  Ti>tin 
in  tho    munici{>al    rU^tious.      Now 
think  that  that  is  a  glaring  injustice  as  i 
botwiH*n  England  and  Ireland ;  and  there  > 
is  even  a  gn»ater  r<>ntrast  when  we  coni«» 
to  connidor  the  ditforent  Taluations  and  \ 
tho  diApn>|M>rtion  between   the   wards. 
In  one  there  is  a  population  of  15H.000, 
while  in  anotht>r — tho  Smithf)<*!d  Ward 
-*tho   iMpulation   is   SH.nf>0,   or  about 
<iue-haff     But  tho  number  of  electors  | 
in  the  on<'  ca^o  is   1,H17,  while  in  tho 
other  it  is  only  f 'tO.     I  think  the  eleva- 
tors in  the  SroithHeld  Ward  hare  a  just 
ground  of  ct>mplaint;  and  I  hope,  that 
in  the  faro  of  suih  injustice*,  wo  shall  not 
In*  told  that  we  must  wait  until  other 
(questions   of   ^*ater   imp«)rtnnro   haTO 
bi»en  wlthHl.     If  tho  Oovrmment  do  not 
intend  to  bring  on  thoM*  qui^^tions   of 
greater  importance  in  tho  next  month 
or  six  w<'«*ks,  then^  is  no  reason  why  a 
Hill  dealing  with  the  municipal   fran- 
chise in  Iielfai»t  might  not  be  iutri>Jucod 
and  paaeed  without  delay.       I  beli«'Te , 
that  a   Royal  Commission  some  yoara 
ago  unanimously  recomm«*nded  that  the 
boundaries   of  th«*  muni<ipal   l>orough 
should  bo  ext«*nd<*d ;  but  up  to  this  tiui«* 
no  Government  haa  taken  up  the  quos*  . 
tiftu.     If  any  hon.  Member  haa  at  any 
time  rai«ed  the  quo«tion  of  the  exten*  . 
sion  of  the  boundarios  of  B<*tfast.  (\>rk, 
or  I>ublin,  ho  haa  been  told  to  wait  until 
the  whole  question   of  I>x*al  Gorem- 1 
ment  in  In*land  can   1n«    dealt   with ; ' 
but  I  fail  to  aee  what  there  it  to  pre- , 
Tent  the  GoTeramont  from  bringing  in  ^ 
a  Bill  at  once.     It  u  quite  apparent,  i 
from  the  atlence  of  threo  of  the  hon. 
Membere  for  Belfast,   that  they  have 
not  the  courage  to  get  up  and  exprsas 


any  disagreement  from  the  Tiewa  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Hligo  Mr. 
Sexton  .  I  am,  therefore,  fairly  en* 
titled  to  nay  that  th^y  are  on  our  side, 
although,  for  aome  reaeon  or  other, 
th<*y  refrain  fn>m  expresaing  an  opinion. 
Th«^v  may  tell  us  what  they  please 
about  the  Corporatitm  being  repre* 
S4*otative  of  tho  citizens  of  Belfast ; 
but  we  know  from  previous  oxperione« 
that  all  Corporations  and  Public  Bodies 
elocted  on  a  narrow  fiMtting  are  corrupt, 
and  that  the  members  of  such  Bodiea 
have  the  greatest  possible  objection  to 
any  intorferrnct*  on  the  part  of  Parlia* 
ment  with  their  constitution.  Hitherto 
the  membera  of  this  particular  Corpora* 
tion  bare  b<«en  engaged  in  plundering 
the  rateparera.  One  official  of  the  Town 
(\mncil  of  Belfast  receirea  a  aalary  of 
£2,000  a-year ;  and  while  the  unfortu- 
nate ratepayera  strongly  object  to  the 
payment  of  so  extravagant  a  aum,  they 
are  eompellod  to  pay  it,  and  are  ex- 
eluded  from  having  an^  vcice  in  the 
contnd  of  their  own  affairs.  I  am  glad 
to  find  that  the  people  of  Bollait  are  at 
last  aroused  to  a  sense  of  duty,  and  that 
they  protest  against  being  an^  loog««r 
guided  by  this  autocratic  body.  We 
have  l>een  told  within  the  past  week, 
and  it  haa  l>een  repeatod  to-night  by  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Wt-st  Belfast  (Mr. 
IIaslett\  that  bi*fore  any  step  ia  taken 
by  Parliament  the  question  of  municipal 
reform  ought  to  be  considered  and  de- 
cided at  the  municipal  elections.  I 
should  like  to  know  how,  in  the  City  of 
Belfast,  it  is  to  bo  raised  ?  There  are 
onlv  two  ways  in  which  it  can  be  done 
— the  one  in  public  meeting  assembled, 
and  the  other  by  sonding  Represen- 
tativea  to  this  House.  Hitherto  the 
working  class4«e  have  been  deprived  of 
their  rights  to  the  municipal  fran* 
(hise,  and  tho  result  has  been  that 
those  who  have  put  forward  the  in- 
torrsta  of  the  Corporation  have  en- 
ioyrd  a  monopoly  of  the  representation. 
I  must  exprtHit  my  dt  «*p  regret  that  the 
hon.  (}cntloman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  Mr.  H.  II.  Fowler^  is  not 
here  to  give  the  House  hta  views  on 
the  suggt^tion  which  haa  been  thrown 
out  from  this  side  of  the  Boose.  Wa 
are  m«>st  aaxioua  to  have  the  views  of 
the  Government  on  this  qoeatioo ;  and 
we  ahall  do  the  only  thing  in  our  power 
this  evening— namalr.  divide  a^tast 
thia  Bill  ia  favour  of  the  propoaition  of 
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mj  hon.  Friend.  I  hope  that  whenever 
we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  raising 
this  question  again  we  shall  be  able  to 
protest  much  more  vigorously  than  to- 
night against  the  great  injustice  it  is 
proposed  to  inflict  on  the  citizens  of 
Belfast. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  think  the  time  has 
now  arrived  when  the  House  may  pro- 
ceed to  take  a  division  upon  the  ques- 
tion. I  regret  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  is  absent, 
because  I  should  have  been  quite  ready 
to  accept  the  suggestion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Farnell),  and  to  strike  out  a  por- 
tion of  the  EesolutioDy  limiting  my  In- 
struction to  the  assimilation  of  the  fran- 
chise and  to  provide  for  a  new  election 
on  the  new  franchise.  But  you,  Sir, 
have  been  good  enough  to  inform  me, 
on  a  personal  reference  to  you,  that  as 
the  Frevious  Question  has  been  moved, 
you  are  not  in  a  position  to  allow  any 
further  Motion  to  be  moved.  I  regret 
that  the  Chairman  of  Committees  is  not 
here,  and  I  protest  against  the  course 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  taken, 
because,  by  the  form  of  his  Motion,  he 
has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  amend 
my  Instruction  in  the  way  I  have  indi- 
cated. I  will  onlj  add  that  the  division 
is  on  the  merits  of  my  Motion.  If  the 
Motion  should  be  successfully  evaded 
by  carrying  the  Frevious  Question,  I 
shall,  on  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  as 
amended,  movo  the  insertion  of  clauses 
amounting  in  substance  to  my  present 
Motion. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided:-^ Ayes  84;  Noes 
200:  Majority  116.— (Div.  List,  No.  14.) 

NOTICE  OF  AMENDMENT. 


MAINTENANCE  OF   SOCIAL  ORDER 
(IRELAND). 

M&.  HOLMES  gave  Notice  that,  on 
going  into  Supply  on  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates,  he  would  move,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair — 

'*  That  this  Ilouie  is  unwilling  to  entertain 
Estiouitee  for  the  Civil  Eatabliuments  in  Ire- 
land before  being  placed  in  potseision  of  the 
policy  which  Her  Majesty's  OoTemment  intend 
to  punne  for  the  restoratioo  and  aaintenanoe 
of  MMual  order  in  that  Coontry. 
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HARBOURS  (SCOTLAND)— INTER. 
GORDON  HARBOUR. 

Db.  B.  M'DONALD  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether 
he,  or  his  predecessor  in  office,  having 
had  notice  of  the  following  facts,  viz. 
that  a  man  was  drowned  in  Invergordon 
Harbour,  Eoss- shire,  in  October  last, 
that  two  men  were  immersed  and  nearly 
drowned  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and  that 
another  man  was  drowned  on  the  29th 
ultimo,  that  these  accidents  occurred  at 
night,  and  were  due  to  the  want  of  light 
on  said  pier,  such  pier  being  part  of  a  pub- 
lic ferry  largely  used,  and  for  which  tho 
proprietor  draws  a  rental  of  from  £1,200 
to  £1,400  a  year,  what  steps  he  is  taldng, 
or  is  going  to  take,  against  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  said  pier  for  the  loss  of 
life  that  has  occurred ;  and,  what  steps 
he  means  to  take  to  prevent  loss  of  lue 
in  the  future  at  this  place  ? 

The  president  TMr.  Musdzlla)  : 
Invergorden  Harbour  is  a  private  har- 
bour not  regulated  by  any  Statute,  and 
over  it  the  Board  of  Trade  has  no  con- 
trol. I  received,  last  month,  from  one  of 
the  Police  Commissioners  of  the  district, 
complaints  of  the  accidents  referred  to 
in  the  hon.  Member's  Question,  and  at 
once  communicated  with  the  proprietor 
of  the  harbour,  who  informs  me  that 
since  the  last  accident  ho  has  been  taking 
steps  to  obviate  a  recurrence  of  these 
misfortunes  by  providing  life-buoys  and 
by  placing  lights  on  the  jetties.  He 
adds,  however,  that  while  there  are  two 
public-houses  close  to  the  harbour  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  no  lighting  will  suffice 
to  prevent  these  accidents.  In  case  of 
any  lachss  on  the  part  of  the  proprietor 
of  the  harbour,  I  presume  a  remedy 
could  be  obtained  in  a  Court  of  Law. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)-MR, 
JOHN  O.  PAYNE,  J.P.,  CORK. 

Ma.  OILHOOLY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  it  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  John  0. 
Payne,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  of  Cork,  refused  on  Febmary 
20th  to  attest  the  signatarea  of  Toters 
named  Cotter  to  claims  to  vote  at  an 
election  of  Poor  Law  guardians,  and  if 
the  voters  were  deprived  of  their  right 
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to  vote  by  his  refutal ;  and,  if  true,  what 
action  tho  OoTemmont  will  tako  rrla- 
tiva  to  tho  matter  ? 

Tui  CHIKF  RECBETARY  :Mr. 
Joiui  IfoaLRV':  Tho  matter  has  b<M»n 
brought  under  tho  notice  of  the  Lord 
ChanciOlor  of  Ireland,  and  ii  now  re- 
ceiving consideration. 

rtM)K      LAW      (tREIJlKI):  --   AUUAOII 

UNIOK^HEMOVAL  i»F  A  PArPER  BY 

TUE  REUEVlNl}  OFFU  KR. 

Ma.  ALRXANDEU  BLAINE  aeked 
the  Chief  Secri«tanr  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  What  action  the  Local 
OoTemment  Board  will  take  with  refer- 
ence to  the  rvHeTing  officer  of  tho 
Armagh  Union,  who,  contranr  to  tho 
rules  of  the  lioard,  went  to  Markothtll 
rec4«nt)3r  and  removed  an  old  woman 
named  Tatterson,  eufferiug  from  bron* 
chitia.  out  of  her  bed,  contrary  to  the 
wi»ho«  of  her  friendu,  had  her  conT<>jed 
friz  milee  on  a  ttormj  day,  which  cauiu^d 
her  death  three  dajs  afterwards;  whe- 
ther the  relieving  otBcor  had  her  buried, 
without  giving  notuH»  to  her  frionds, 
though  he  had  their  address  ;  and,  whe- 
ther the  Local  Government  Board  will 
institute  an  inquiry  into  all  tho  circum- 
etancea  of  the  case  ? 

TuK  CHIEF  8ErRETABY  (Mr. 
Jou9  MoaLST) :  It  appears  that  the  re* 
lieving  officer  visited  the  old  woman  re> 
ferred  to  on  tho  application  <»f  tho  dis- 
pensary medical  officer,  and  found  her 
in  a  very  wrotchod  »tate,  with  bad  bed* 
ding  and  little  clothing.  6he  had  been 
previously  in  the  workhouse,  and  when 
the  relifving  oltic<»r  asked  her  whether 
•he  would  return  she  expressed  her  de- 
sire to  do  so.  No  opposition  was  offered 
to  her  removal,  which  seems  to  have 
been  effected  with  care.  8he  died  five 
days  after  her  removal.  It  did  not  ap* 
pear  to  be  the  duty  of  the  relieving 
officor  in  particular  to  communicate  with 
hf  r  frien  js.  The  case  was  investigated 
by  a  committee  of  the  Guardians,  who 
have  oome  to  the  conclusion  that  the  n^ 
moval  did  not  acc<*lerate  her  death.  The 
doctor  of  the  workhouse  also  certifies  to 
the  same  effect.  It  doee  not  appear  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  be  noeessary 
to  hold  any  further  inquiry  into  the  mattar 

FiaBERIES  ,SC<>TLAXD;^THB  TWEED 
FISHCRIE8  ACXU 

8fB  OHARLES  TENNANT  askad 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether  his 


attention  has  been  called  to  tha  ease  of 
William  Molrose.  st  Halkirk ;  whether 
he  is  aware  thst  the  Tweed  Fisheries 
Acts  give  the  Sheriff  powvr  to  infer  in* 
tent  to  commit  an  offence  by  fishing 
with  an  illegal  implement  even  though 
no  illegal  implement  is  found  on  the 
accuser! ;  w  hot  her  he  is  aware  that  the 
same  Acts,  which  are  private  Acts,  give 
the  right  of  searching  any  one  who  may 
be  on  the  banks  of  toe  river  to  men  in 
the  employment  of  a  body  of  country 
gentlemen,  whose  only  qualification  to 
sit  on  that  body  is  that  they  poesesa  a 
Salmon  Fishing;  and  that  tlie  fines 
which  are  loricHi  in  public  courts,  by 
the  S4»ntence  of  Her  Majesty's  Judicial 
Otficers,  are  handed  oror  to  these  gen* 
tl<*ro<'n  to  be  used  in  paying  theee  wat«»r 
bailiffs  of  theirs ;  and,  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  lejci^lata  for  tho  amendment 
of  tnis  system  't 

TukSECRCTARY  roa  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  TaRVELTAX  :  My  attention  has 
boon  called  to  the  case  of  William  Mol- 
n>fto.  \jkw  and  justice  is  tho  only  im* 
portant  part  of  Hoottish  affairs  which  is 
not  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland ;  and  I  have  not  the  respon* 
sibility  of  reviRinff  S4*ntences.  The  sen* 
tonco  was  inflict«<d  under  Section  69  of 
theTwoed  Act  of  lHo7,  which  S4<ction 
the  Special  C^>mmis4ioners  appointed  Ui 
inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Tweed 
Acts  r(*c«>m mended  should  be  repi«aled, 
for  tho  bo»t  of  ress>ns.  The  general 
^tate  of  things  on  the  Tweed  is  described 
by  my  hon.  Friend  in  the  Kmgt^st  clause 
of  his  Qo<«stion  with  remarkable  force 
and  precision.  Under  8<«ction  Hi  of  the 
Act  of  1H«57  the  fiooe  infiict««d  go,  among 
oth(«r  purposes,  t«>  the  payment  of  tho 
water  bailiffs.  The  Twee<i  Acts  are 
eondemniHi  by  the  public  opinion  of  al- 
most  all  classes  of  the  population  of  tha 
district.  I  am  making  careful  inquiriee 
as  to  the  course*  to  bt^  propoeed  with  re* 
gard  to  them. 

POST  OFFim    IRRLAXn  -THE  POST. 
IIAST>:H  (»K  BALA. 

Ma.  HENRT  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Seeretary  to  tha  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther,  with  regard  to  the  appoint* 
ment  of  the  postmaster  fir  Bala,  the 
memorial  in  fav<»ur  of  Mrs.  Erans  was 
forwarded  to  the  Poetmaster  General 
early  in  Jaavaiy ;  whether,  as  the  late 
GoTamment  reaigned  Office  upon  tha 
Mth  January,  aaid  their  rsagnatioa  was 
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aooepted  on  the  30th,  this  appointment 
was  actually  made  after  they  had  re- 
signed ;  and,  is  it  the  fact  that  no  inti- 
mation has  yet  been  received  by  Mrs. 
Evansy  or  the  gentleman  appointed,  that 
an  appointment  has  been  made? 

Thb  8ECRETAEY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A&KOLD  Moblxt)  :  In  reply 
to  the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  Memorial  alluded  to  was  dated  14th 
January,  and  was  received  by  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  15th.  The  appointment  to 
the  Bala  Post  Office  rested  with  and 
was  made  by  my  Predecessori  the  late 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
who  resigned  Office  on  the  10th  Febru- 
ary. I  understand  that  an  intimation 
has  been  received  both  by  Mrs.  Evans 
and  John  Williams  informing  them  of 
the  appointment  of  the  latter.  The  Post 
Office  Authorities  report  that  they  have 
no  objection,  so  far  as  the  Service  is  con- 
cerned, either  to  John  Williams  or  to 
his  premises. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT— TECH- 
NICAL EDUCATION. 

Mr.  JACOBY  asked  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Committee  of  Council,  If 
he  will  consider  the  desirability  of  grant- 
ing State  aid  in  support  of  technical 
education  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair)  :  Perhaps  I  can  best  answer 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Derbyshire  by  reading  a  short  ex- 
tract from  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Technical  Education, 
page  615 — 

'*  In  the  United  Kingdom  one-half  the  coet 
of  elementary  education  is  defrayed  out  of  Im- 
perial funds,  and  the  instruction  of  srtisans  in 
Science  and  Art  is  almost  entirely  borne  by  the 
Btate.  Hence  it  will  be  necessary  to  look  in 
the  main  to  local  resooroes  for  any  large  addi- 
tion to  the  funds  required  for  the  farther  de- 
Telopment  of  technical  instruction  in  this  ooun- 
tryr 

I  quite  agree  with  that  opinion.  U  the 
hon.  Member  will  refer  to  page  12  of 
the  last  Report  of  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners, he  will  find  that  it  is  intended 
to  make  the  educational  endowments  of 
the  country  more  applicable  to  the  pro- 
motion of  technical  education,  and  I 
hope  this  subject  will  receiTO  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  Select  Committee  lately  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  Hmry  CampbM 


THE  PHCEKIX  PARK  (DUBLIN)  — BAR. 

RACKS  FOR  MARRIED  COKSTABU- 

LARY— THE  PUBUO  PARKS. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Is  it  the 
fact  that  further  encroachments  are 
taking  place  in  the  Phoenix  Park,  Dub* 
lin,  by  reason  of  the  proposed  erection 
of  barracks  for  married  constables  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary;  who  sanc- 
tioned those  buildings ;  what  will  they 
cost;  when  the  Estimate  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table ;  how  many  trees  were 
cut  down  in  the  park  to  clear  a  space  for 
them ;  what  area  will  the  new  barracks 
cover ;  from  how  many  acres  of  the  park 
will  the  general  public  now  be  excluded ; 
how  many  acres  does  the  park  contain 
altogether ;  and,  what  area  is  occupied 
in  any  of  the  London  parks  by  barracks, 
powder  magazines,  soldiers'  schools, 
official  residences,  enclosed  cricket 
grounds,  and  polo  grounds,  for  the  use  of 
civil  servants  and  officers  ? 

Thb  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb)  :  The  works 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  were 
sanctioned  by  the  Treasury,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Irish  Government,  the 
estimated  cost  being  £3,750.  A  Vote  of 
£1,400  on  account  was  taken  in  the 
Estimates  of  1885-6,  and  a  sum  of 
£2,400  has  been  inserted  in  the  Esti- 
mates for  1886-7,  which  I  hope  will  be 
circulated  to-moRow.  Seven  or  eight 
trees  have  been  cut  down  in  preparing 
the  ground  for  the  barracks.  The  build- 
ing, with  its  approaches  and  yards,  will 
occupy  portions  of  an  irregular  angle  of 
ground,  containing  1^  acre,  lying  be- 
tween the  back  of  the  stables  of  the 
Constabulary  depot  and  the  North  Cir- 
cular  Road  gate.  The  building  will 
occupy  about  two-thirds  of  that  space. 
The  Viceregal  demesne  and  other  in- 
dosures  occupied  for  (Governmental  pur- 
posescontain  379  acres,  Oroods,  4  perches, 
the  xoological  garden  19  aoree,  1  rood,  5 
perches,  five  cricket  grounds  about  1 6 
acres — ^total,  413  acres,  1  rood,  9  perches. 
The  Park  contains  1,752  acres,  3  roods, 
21  perches.  The  area  occupied  in  the 
London  Parks  by  barracks,  powder 
magazines,  and  official  residences,  is  as 
follows :— namely,  St.  Jameses,  the  Oreen, 
and  Hyde  Parks,  and  Kensington  Qar- 
dens,  about  4}  acres ;  Victoria  Park, 
one^third  of  an  acre ;  Gyeenwioh  Park, 
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19acfM;  B«g«nt*«  Park,  about  thraa«|  vkich  tka  advaaaa  was  mada;  how 
quattora  of  an  acre;  Batteraaa  Park,  I  maaytOBantahaTopiiroliaaadUiairCuna 
aboutl|aera;  Konniogton  Park,  aboat  undar  the  Company;  on  what  tanna 
l-16th  of  an  acre.  Thora  ara  no  •oldiors' '  th<»7  ba?a  dona  so ;  and  how  many,  it 
barracks,  inclotad  crtokat  grounda,  or  any,  hava  baen  tranaplant«d  to  tha  pro* 
INilo  grounds.  '  party ;   and,   what    waa     tho    original 

II K.  T.  If.  n KALY  :  I  wiah  to  aak  tha  capital  of  tha  Com|Mui^  in  quMtion,  and 
right  honJrfntlomantho  Prima  Minister,  how  much  waa  subacnbod  and  actually 
Whothor,  considoring  tho  fact  that  mort«  paid  up;  and  if  tha  repaymanta  to  tha 
than  ooa-quarter  of  tho  Phcanix  Park,  Trraaury  hava  ho4»n  punctually  mado  ? 
Dublin,  has  baen  purloinad  from  th««  TiiiCllIKF8K(^Ri*n'ARY,MrJoHX 
public  for  tha  purpoao  of  building  offl-  Mt»aiJiT) :  Tha  amount  of  tho  adranca 
cial  re»idanc4*^  and  that  it  is  now  pro-  by  tha  liand  rommiasionars  in  this  caao 
posed  to  take  fira  acraa  mora*  upon  was  £42,300.  Tha  tarma  ir«*n>  Pthat 
which  it  is  propoaed  to  aract  rost*  tha  Company  should  lodga  in  tha  Bank 
donr4«4  for  married  poltc«^  officers,  and  of  Ireland  a  sum  of  £3,116  in  tha  joint 
for  this  purpose  is  to  ba  devotinl  £3,000  nam<«  of  themselrea  and  of  tha  Land 
or  £4,000  of  the  taxpayers*  money.  Commission ;  '3  that  they  should  charge 
which  would  be  expand«Hi  in  shutting  a  further  sum  of  £2,  Ih'i  on  their  un- 
out  tho  public  from  one  of  the  chief  por-  paid  subscribed  cspital ;  ^V  that  they 
tionfi  of  the  park,  he  will  gira  ordera  should  pay  an  annuity  of  £1,972  19«., 
that  such  erections  shall  not  be  proceeded  which  was  a  charge  on  tha  land  aold 
uith  until  a  dii^ussion  has  taken  place  for  40  years  by  half*yaarly  paymenta« 
upon  it  ?  Agreemeuts  hare  been  lodgtHl  with  tha 

If  a.  CH^ADSTONBaaid,  ha  had  had  Laud  Commission  for  the  sale  of  their 
no  opportunity  of  giring  attention  to  holdings  to  30  tenanta  from  tha  aatata  in 
tha  question,  and  waa  not  prepared  to  question.  They  o<^upy  5'J 7  statute  acrea, 
give  an  answer  at  present.  II  is  imprea-  and  the  price  to  be  oaid  is  £6,442,  which 
sion,  howeTi>r,  on  hearing  tha  caso.  was  will,  I  believa,  be  aoranced  by  tho  Land 
that  attontion  ought  to  be  giTen  to  it.  Commissioners.  Tha  I^and  Commia- 
Ii<*yond  that  he  could  not  go  at  present ; '  siooers  have  no  knowledge  of  any  tan- 
ho  would,    however,    confer  with  the    ants  having  bean  tranapiaatad  to  tho 


right  hon.  (rontloman  the  Chief  Secre«  i  estate.     Tha  advance  to  buy  tha  aetata 
tary  upon  tho  matter.  was  obtain«*d  for  tha  porpoaa  of  re^aala 

Ma.  T.  M.  HKALY  :  There  has  been  to  the  exitting  tenants.  The  30  tenanU 
already  an  enormoua  amount  of  expendi- ;  for  the  aala  of  whoaa  holdings  agree* 
ture  of  money  up«>n  tha  Royal  Irish  Con-  manta  have  been  lodged  ware  mainly,  I 
etabulary  Force,  and  now  it  is  proposed  ,  believe,  amall  tenanta,  whoaa  holdinga 
that  there  should  be  a  further  outlay  had  be^m  enlarged  with  land  added  by 
and  further  taking  up  of  ground  in  tha  Company.  I*rior  to  tho  advance  tha 
the  Park.     I  will,  therefore,  at  tha  first '  Land  (\>mmissioners    asoerUined   that 


opportunity,  nii>ve  that   the  Irish  («o* 


there  wore    867    aharaholdera    in   tha 


for  half  •  accent nry  U*fora,  and  the  Irish 
Members    will    oppose    their    erection 


vommoQt  be  direct<Kl  to  give  ordera  to  Company,  and  that  11,342  sharaa  wore 
suspend  the  further  cutting  down  of  •  subscribed  for;  thnt  a  aam  of  £2,Ha8 
treea  pending  the  diM-irion  of  tha  llouae  |  had  boon  paid  on  foot  of  3«.  par  share 
on  the  subject.  The  lioyal  Iriah  Con-  Jon  application,  and  £1,507  1&«.  on  foot 
stabulary  nov(»r  want«*d  tnaae  residence*  I  of  5s.  per  ahare  payabl<»  on  allotment. 

The  payment  of  the  instAlmant  due  in 
January  last  by  tha  Company  has  not 
yat  been  made;  but  I  am  givan  to 
understand  that  there  ia  n  period  of 
grace. 

O^KTAOIOUSDIHKASES  AXIMALS)  ACT 
^I^N»T.AVD.MuUTII  DISEASE  IX 
FirE. 

TiaoorvT  GRIM8T0N  asked  tha 
Chancellor  of  tha  Dnahy  of  Lanaaatar, 
WHiathar  it  ia  tnia  that  a  aaaa  of  faol 


IRISH  LAND  Prtt(  HAKE  SETTLA. 
MEXT  ( OMTAXT. 

MAion  SAUNDKJiSUN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  tha  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Irrland,  Whethfr  he  can  say  how 
much  money  was  advanced  by  the  Traa- 
aury  to  tha  Irish  Land  Purehaaa  Settle- 
mant  Company,   and  tha  tarma  npon 
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and  mouth  disease  has  broken  out  at  a 
place  called  Markinoh,  in  Fifeshirei 
which  has  been  traced  to  some  straw 
imported  from  France ;  and,  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  will  take 
measures,  by  legislation  or  otherwise, 
to  stop  the  importation  of  hay  and 
straw  from  countries  where  disease  is 
known  to  exist,  and  to  save  the  agri- 
cultural community  from  such  disastrous 
results  ? 

Thb  chancellor  of  thb  DUCHY 
(Mr.  Heksaos)  :  In  reply  to  the  noble 
Viscount's  first  Question,  I  have  to  state 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
foot-and-mouth  disease  has  been  intro- 
duced into  Fifeshira  by  means  of  straw 
imported  from  France  or  elsewhere ;  and 
in  reply  to  the  second  Question,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Oovernment  have  no  in- 
tention to  propose  any  legislation  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  hay  and 
straw  from  foreign  countries. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)-CASE  OF  THE 
WIDOW,  ANNE  SHAW,  CO.  MONA- 
GHAN. 

Ma.  MACARTNEY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  he  has  inquired  into  the 
allegations  made  against  Colonel  Lloyd 
in  respect  of  his  action  in  the  case  of 
Anne  Shaw,  recently  brought  beforethe 
notice  of  this  House  ? 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Govem- 
ment,  in  reference  to  the  charge  made 
against  Colonel  Lloyd,  J.P.,  the  Mona- 
ghan  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  of  tampering 
with  the  records  in  the  County  and 
Assize  Courts,  in  an  ejectment  in  which 
he  himself  was  plaintiff  and  Anne  Shaw 
defendant,  to  allow  their  decision  on  his 
action  to  be  influenced  by  the  verdict 
which  the  jury  may  return  in  the  suit 
for  trespass,  &c.  since  brought  against 
him  by  Anne  Shaw ;  if  so,  can  he  ex- 
plain what  light  can  bo  thrown  on  the 
charge  of  altering  the  decrees  of  Her 
Majesty's  Courts,  bj  Colonel  Lloyd's 
defence  in  an  action  for  trespass,  and 
specific  performance ;  has  his  attention 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  it  must  pre- 
judice Mrs.  Shaw's  chance  of  a  fair 
trial  in  county  Monaghan  if  the  im- 
pression is  allowed  to  continue  that  the 
yerdict  of  the  jury  in  the  forthcoming 
trial,  on  a  wholly  different  issue,  will 
decide  the  view  of  the  (Joyemment  in 

Vi9etmni  Grimiton 


the  matter  of  Colonel  Lloyd's  retention 
of  office  as  Clerk  of  the  Peace ;  has  he 
seen  the  report  in  The  Fr$$man^4  Journal 
of  Friday,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
jury  is  being  got  together,  it  being 
stated  that  Colonel  Uoyd,  with  Mr. 
Johnston,  his  Deputy  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  attended  before  the  Master  of 
the  Queen's  Bench,  accompanied  by  the 
agent  of  the  County  Monaghan  Conser* 
vatire  Association,  and  struck  from  the 
panel  ''  all  Catholic  magistrates  and  far* 
mere,  with  some  Presbyterians,"  while 
the  plaintiS^s  solicitor  challenged  '^all 
land  agents  or  Orange  farmers,"  and 
that  ''  the  list,  after  some  hours'  work, 
was  reduced  to  twenty-four  names,  the 
majority  of  whom  are  Presbyterian  far- 
mers ;  "  is  it  the  fact  that  these  twenty- 
four  Presbyterian  farmers,  from  whom 
the  jury  must  be  taken,  may,  in  the 
meantime,  be  exposed  to  canyass  and 
other  influences ;  and,  as  the  case  has 
now  been  giyen  a  political  or  party  com- 
plexion, can  he  make  it  apparent,  with 
a  yiew  of  securing  an  impartial  trial  for 
Mrs.  Shaw  on  the  issue  of  trespass,  that 
the  yerdict  of  the  jury  will  in  no  wise 
affect  the  determination  of  the  Execu- 
tive on  the  charge  of  tampering  with 
legal  records  by  an  official  of  the  Courts, 
which  cannot  be  directly  raised  at  the 
trial? 

Thb  chief  SECRETAEY  (Mr.  Jomr 
Moblet)  :  I  have  not  made  any  inquiry 
into  the  allegations  against  Colonel 
Lloyd.  I  am  advised  that  the  result  of 
the  pending  action  may  be  affected  by 
the  conclusion  as  to  which  of  the  entries 
made  at  the  hearing  of  the  appeal  is 
the  correct  version  of  what  then  occurred, 
and  the  credit  to  be  attached  to  state* 
ments  of  Colonel  Lloyd  or  his  deputy 
as  witnesses  in  the  action  may  aUo  be 
involved  in  the  matter.  On  these  grounds 
it  appeared  to  me  that  any  authority 
having  control  over  the  Clerk  of  tbo 
Peace  should  suspend  inquiry  till  the 
action  was  determined.  It  is  right  I 
should  point  out  that,  inasmuch  as 
Colonel  Lloyd  was  appointed  before 
1877,  the  doyemment  had  no  oontrol 
over  his  retention  in  office  or  removal 
from  it.  That  jurisdiction  is  vested  in 
the  Quarter  Sessions  with  a  power  of 
appeal  to  the  Queen's  Bench. 

Mn.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Does  that  apply 
to  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Peaoe  ? 

Ma.  JOHN  MOBLEY :  I  beUeve  il 
does. 
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SAVINGS  BAHKH  KKTrUKS  (EKOLAXD 
AND  SO>TLANI>;. 

Me.  JAMKS  O'BUIEN  Mk«d  the 
8acr«Ur7  of  Sute  for  the  Home  De* 
pftrtmeotf  If  he  will  bo  good  enough  to 
laj  upon  the  Table  Coptee  of  Roporte 
on  Saving!  Uanke  in  England  and  Sx>t- 
land.  r<)rre«pondiog  with  tboReportaon 
Havittge  Banke  in  In»land,  aakod  for,  bj 
Quoition  No.  37  of  Ut  March,  by  the 
honourable  Member  for  Olaagow  ? 

Till:  PIUISIDKNT  or  rna  BOARD  or 
TRADK  Mr.  Mtkiiklla  (who replied): 
A  Return  as  to  Savings  Bank*  is  now 
annually  laid  before  the  Houe<»,  and  a 
Aummary  i^  given  in  the  8tatiAttcal  Ab- 
•tract.  Thertt  ia  no  •|>ocial  Uoport  on 
th<*  eaving*  of  England  and  Sa>cland  like 
that  referred  to  in  the  Uu<*«tion  la^t  night 
which  related  to  eavinge  in  Ireland. 

IIII\)RTATloN  i)K  IRISH  CiTTLE- 
THK  MONTHLY  KCTl'KNS. 

Ma.  DrCKnAM  aektnl  the  Pr^Hiident 
of  the  B'Mird  of  Trade,  Whother  he 
will,  for  th<«  future,  add  to  the  Monthly 
Trade  and  Navi^ttion  Aci^mntt  a  Re- 
turn of  the  n*i in ^MTi  of  cattle,  •hoi^p, 
and  iiwinn  receivc^l  from  Ireland,  •tmilar 
to  tlie  Boturn  of  importation  of  8uch 
antmali  from  Fon*ign  Count rt«M  ;  and, 
whothi*r  he  will  aUo  add  a  R*»tuni  of 
*  n\\  kinds  of  the  d^ad  most  received  from 
Ireland  ? 

Tiir  TRKSinKNT  ;Mr.  Mrxi.tLLi  : 
The  Boanl  of  Trade  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  include  t)i<«  information  as  to 
the  tt'imbem  of  cattl<%  sh«»ep,  and  swine 
exfiortrd  from  Ireland  in  th«»  Monthly 
Board  of  Tra  le  Rrturos*  With  reKn<^ 
to  dead  meat  then*  will  be  a  difficulty, 
as  then*  are  no  R«»tums  nH|ttired  fn>m 
merchants  aa  to  imports  and  exports 

generally  lM»tween  Ireland  and  (rr<«at 
ritain.  But  the  matter  will  be  cou' 
s:dered  at  the  next  n*visal  of  the  %r* 
counts.  The  Board  of  Trade  hare 
under  roonideration  the  qit^tion  of  fur- 
ther  additions  to  the  Monthly  R4'tum«. 
sr>  as  to  maki*  them  more  g*'n**rally  u«««- 
f  ul.  Various  statistics  ar«*  now  published 
in  a  M'Sttere^l  furm~#.^.,  emigration, 
oitt'm  statistics,  pric««s  of  wh<*at,  ike, 
whif*h  might,  and  probably  will,  be  in- 
cIudtHl  in  these  Returns. 

LAND  PrR(*HAM:    IKRlJiNl))  ACT. 

Mn.  MUUIOLLAN hashed  theChirf 
SvtTetaty  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 

VOX*,  corn.      [THian  szaiis] 


land,  Wbethar  tha  Oofevsmaat  will 
take  into  eonsidermlion  the  claima  of 
purchasers  under  tha  I^nd  Acts  of  1A70 
and  1 HH I  who  desire  to  l>e  placed  in  the 
same  nrisition  aa  purchasers  under  the 
Land  rurchase  Act,  1mh5? 

Tub  t^IIKF  SKCUCKTART  'Mr. 
JoHX  MoaLKY  :  I  may  remind  the  hon. 
Member  that  when  the  Land  Purvhasa 
Bill  waa  passing  through  Committee  an 
Amendment  was  moved  with  tha  same 
object  as  this  Question,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  the  present  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  but  oppoaed  b^  the  late 
Qovemment.  The  proposal  is  one  that 
nsiuires  a  good  deal  of  consideration, 
and  is  rather  a  matter  for  the  Treasury 
than  for  the  Irish  Government. 

EDrcWTK  )N  DKI' ARTM  KNT  :S4  X  iTLAND) 
-(SAEI.ir  IN  BOARD  S<'H<X>US. 

Ma.  BKITII  asked  the  Secretary  for 
fsNitland,  If  he  is  aware  that  in  many 
districts  of  the  northern  counties  of  Scot- 
land, wht«ro  (raelic  is  the  only  languaga 
4{>«>ken  by  the  p<H)ple,  teachers  ara 
appointed  to  Board  Schools  who  ara 
t*utin»Iy  ignorant  of  the  Gaelic  language; 
that  their  dutv  is  to  c  immunicate  in* 
struct  ion  in  Lnglt^h,  according  to  the 
standard  of  the  (\ide,  t<)  children  who 
ar<>  entirely  ignorant  of  the  English 
ianguage;  that  the  instruction  so  com • 
municated  is  acquired  by  the  children 
by  r«>te  only,  and  is  of  little  practical 
value;  and,  if  th^  Ivlucation  I>epart* 
ment  have  no  further  means  in  contem* 
pintion  for  remedying  this  evil  than  that 
specified  in  the  CmU  of  Regulations 
I8H6,  just  issued,  section  1,  19  B.  1  b^ 
and  C.  1  ? 

Tii«SK("RCTARY  roa  SCOTLAND 
rMr.  Trbtsltax  :  More  has  baen  done 
in  this  new  (^>de  for  the  (hielic- 
sp«»aking  districts  than  ths  hon.  Mem* 
b4«r  points  out.  Infant  childr«»n  in  Scot- 
land  may  gain  an  extra  shillinff  if  a 
(2af>lic  pui»il  teacher  is  at  work.  Intelli- 
genre  in  class  subji^cts  is  to  ba  taatad  by 
answers  in  Gaelic.  These  changea  tha 
hon.  MeniWr  refers  to ;  but,  besides, 
there  i«  a  special  grant  for  pupil  teaeh«*r«, 
and  (Gaelic  it  nNN>gni2ed  as  a  spc«'ific 
extra  subject.  All  this  together  come* 
to  a  great  deal.  The  appointment  t>f 
teachers  rests  with  School  Boards ;  and, 
while  the  Ilepartmaat  givea  aaeottrag«> 
ment  to  the  appointment  of  Gaelic 
teachara,  it  eannol  interfvrs  with  the 

ponsibility  of   thasa    raprasantativ 
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Boards,  who  can  point  to  good  resnlts 
obtained  by  English-speaking  teachers, 
and  who  would  have  great  difficulty  in 
obtaining  suitable  Gaelic-speaking  can* 
didates  for  all  vacancies. 

ELECTRIC  LIOHTING  ACT,   1882— PRO- 
VISIONAL OR  PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  KORTHCOTE  asked  the  Prosi- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  What  course 
the  Qovemment  propose  to  adopt  with 
regard  to  any  Private  Bills  or  Pro- 
visional Order  Bills  which  propose  to 
amend  any  of  the  clauses  of  the  Electric 
Lighting  Act,  1882? 

The  president  (Mr.  Muxdell.4.)  : 
I  am  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to 
state  exactly  what  course  will  be  taken 
with  the  one  Bill  and  two  Provisional 
Orders  which  this  Session  seek  authority, 
among  other  things,  to  amend  the  Elec- 
tric Lighting  Act,  1882.  I  may  say, 
however,  that  the  Government  could  not 
permit  any  amendment  of  the  general 
Jaw  to  be  effected  by  means  of  a  Private 
Bill  or  a  Provisional  Order.  The  whole 
question  is  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government,  and  will,  if  possible, 
be  dealt  with  during  the  present  Session. 

IRELAND-ORAKGE  EMERGENCY  COM- 
MITTEE (CO.  CAVAN). 

Mb.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  no 
men  are  employed  by  the  Orange  Emer- 
gency Committee  in  the  county  Cavan ; 
and,  from  whom  he  had  the  information 
that  two  Emergency  men  had  been 
arrested  at  Comafane,  in  that  county  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Morlbt)  :  It  is  possible  that  too  wide 
an  interpretation  is  generally  given  to 
the  term  "Emergency  man."  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  find  that  the  two  men 
arrested  on  the  occasion  referred  to  were 
employii  of  the  Land  Corporation  Society. 
Neither  in  the  Question  that  was  put  to 
me,  nor  in  the  answer  to  whicn  the 
present  Question  refers,  was  the  word 
*' Orange"  introduced. 

LUNACY  (IRELANB). 

Mb.  PVLESTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Why  the  Queen's  letter  giving 
the  Lord  Chancellor  jurisdiction  in 
lunacy  in  Ireland  has  not  yet  been  sent; 
and,  whether  ho  ia  aware  of  the  serious 

Mr.  Tret$Jyan 


inconvenience  arising  from  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  no  one  in  Ireland  with 
jurisdiction  since  the  change  of  Oovem- 
ment  took  place  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
Jonsr  Morlet):  I  do  not  know  why 
this  Question  was  not  addressed  to  a 
Representative  of  the  Treasuiy.  I  am 
informed  by  that  Department — through 
which  the  necessary  Queen's  Letter 
giving  the  Ix>rd  Chancellor  jurisdiction 
in  lunacy  matters  issues — that  there  has 
been  some  accidental  delay  in  connection 
with  it ;  but  that  it  has  now  been  sub- 
mitted for  the  Queen's  signature,  and 
will  be  forwarded  to  Ireland  as  soon 
as  the  necessary  formalities  have  been 
completed. 

SCOTLAND  -  UNIVERSITY   OP   ST. 
ANDREWS, 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  asked 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether  the 
Government  intend  to  fill  up  the  vacant 
office  of  Principal  of  St.  Mary's  College, 
St.  Andrew's? 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tbevslyax)  :  The  Royal  Oommis* 
sion  on  the  Scotch  Universities  reeom* 
mend  that  there  should  bo  only  one 
Principal  of  St.  Andrew's  University. 
In  order  to  effect  this  change,  tbe 
authority  of  Parliament  is  required, 
which  can  be  obtained  in  the  Scotch 
University  Bill,  which  we  hope  shortly 
to  introduce.  Meanwhile,  the  Qovem* 
ment  do  not  propose  to  appoint  a  Prin* 
cipal  PrimariusProfessorshipof  Divinity, 
but  to  wait  till  that  office  is  separated 
from  the  Principalship  of  St.  Mary's 
College. 

NAVY-SPECIAL  PROMOTIONS. 
Caftaih  YERNEYasked  the  Secretaiy 
to  the  Admiralty,  The  date  of  the  Order 
No.  252,  page  60,  of  the  Queen's  Regu- 
lations and  Admiralty  Instruotions : — 

*'  Chief  snd  other  Gannen,  Boatswains  and 
Carpenters,  of  exemplary  oondnct,  who  vomj 
disttnguish  ihemselTes  bj  acts  of  gallaatry  and 
darint^  in  the  Serrice,  shall  be  constderNl 
eligible  to  hold  Commissions  in  Her  M^estr's 
Fleet,  in  such  other  rank  or  position  as  the 
Admiraltj  may  deem  them,  after  nadergoing 
an  examination,  worthy  to  reoeire  and  eoope- 
tent  to  mi;** 

and,  whether  he  will  lay  npon  the  Table 
of  this  House,  a  Return  showings  the 
names  of  the  Warrant  Officers  who  have 
been  promoted  under  this  Order  np  to 
the  1st  day  of  Jannaiy,  1886 ;  the  other 
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ruiki  or  poaitiont  for  which  thoj  have  | 
recoir«d  Commitnioiit ;  a  thort  tummurj  , 
of  the  acU  of  (^lUntrj  and  dariag  bj  • 
which  they  hftvo  dtfttiQg:uithod  thom- . 
•olvM ;  and,  whether  thf««e  acU  of  gal- 1 
Untry  and  dftring  wore  perfonn(*d  adt>*t 
or  on  fthoro  with  a  Nerel  Hrifcedo  ? 

Thk  SHrRKFARY  t.>  tiik  ADMI- 
RALTY Mr.  IIiMiKRr  :  The  Urd<»r 
r<*forrtHl  to  hy  the  hon.  and  gallant 
]kIofnl»«r  wen  efttahlinhini  hj  Onlor  in 
Council  of  April,  IB.'^d.  No  pmrootiont 
app^ftr  to  haTo  been  mado  under  that 
Ortltr.  It  mftj  be  mentioned  that  bj 
Order  in  Council  of  July  9,  IBfil,  chief 
gunners,  chief  boatswain*,  an^l  chiof 
carpontera  were  entabliiihed  to  be  com- 
mii^ioned  officors;  and  although  promo- 
tion  to  theeo  ponitiona  it  not  made  on 
a' count  of  actA  of  gallantry  only,  the 
existence  of  the  **rhiof '*  rank  majr  have 
bren  one  roAvm  whj  promotion  for 
gallantry  und<*r  the  Order  of  IK^a  has 
rnmaincd  a  dead  lettvr. 

S4uTI.ANn  — ABKUnKKX    rXIVKK^ITY 
~THK  ClIAIU  t>K  rHYSl()L«K*V, 

Ma.  JAMKS  CAMI'RKLL  askinl  the 
Swri'tsry  for  Si^>tland,  ^Vh••th<•r  he  wai 
ni>t  miMaken  in  referring  t>  th<*(*hair 
of  rhvutologj  at  Al>crd<H*n  as  being  at 
prt»«eot  vacant  ? 

Tnr  SKt^HKTAKY  n>a  SCOTI^AND 
Mr.  TaavFi.YA!!^ :  I  havi*  r«H»«»ir<Kl  a 
lf»*ter  fn»m  rrof«»*^>r  Stirling*  atating 
that  ho  d'MMi  nut  propo^i*  formally  to 
n»«tign  till  the  dofi*  of  the  pres4«nt 
8«*%4iton* 

rniMK  ANP  <»rTHA<;E  n«Kr-ANi>  - 

orTKAiiK  IMN>N  UANDAL  M  .sWKKXY- 

CAPTAixM'CALMONTaskedthcrhief 
8<*cretarjr  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ir«*l8nd,  Whc  ther  the  account  of  an  out- 
ragf*  (>ommitl(Hi  on  Saturday  last  near 
Killainry  on  arcsp4>ctable  fanner  named 
Randol  M 'Sweeny,  as  given  in  7A# 
/>4iiv  Xtu9  of  Manh  Ut,  is  correct ;  and, 
wh«ther  two  m<*n,  afterwards  arrt^sted 
in  connection  with  the  outrage,  w<n» 
cli<H*r«Hl  by  a  largn  crowd  on  being 
eMort«*d  to  gaol  by  th«*  police  ? 

Tiia  CIIIKF  SK^KKTARY  ,Mr. 
Jouy  Moau-Y):  The  purdished  ac- 
count of  the  outrage  is  suL»tantially 
oorr«t-t,  except  that  the  wtmod  is  re- 
ported as  not  iH^ini;  of  a  daagenms 
cliaraeter.  Two  in«n  hare  \n***u  arn»!«*l 
and  idantitied  bj  the  injured  maa.    1 


hava  made  iaqniryaa  to  the  incident  re- 
ferred to  in  the  laat  paragraph  of  the 
Queation,  but  have  not  yet  received  in* 
forma  tioa. 

PARIJAMRSTARY  ELF/TlONS  (IHB. 
LAND      ILUTEUATK  VoTKlW. 

CArrAixMHWLMONTaskMtheChief 
.Srretary  to  the  I/ord  Li<'Utenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  can  have  a  Return  furnished 
of  the  numb«*r  of  illitt»rate  vtitera  who 
recorde<l  their  voteii  in  the  various  c«>n- 
stituenciei  in  Ireland  which  were  con- 
tested  at  the  ret  eot  Oeneral  Kle<tioa  ? 

The  CIIIKF  SKrRKTARY  Mr. 
JouM  Moelky)  :  A  Return  is  being 
prepannl  for  the  IIoum*  of  I»rda  whirh 
givea  the  information  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member ;  and  if  he  will 
move  for  the  same  Return,  there  will,  of 
<H>urM\  bo  no  objt*ction  to  his  having  it. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY  gave  Notice  that 
he  would  ank  to  have  added  how  the 
illiterate  vut«*ra  voted.  lie  could  aay 
that  almoRt  all  of  them  tu  the  North 
of  Ireland  voted  for  the  Orange  eandi- 
dates.     ,  ••  Order !  "J 

SlJiVR  TRADR  IS  TIIK  RED  HRA. 

Ma.  lIANBrRY  aak.*d  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  What  is  the  number, 
and  what  the  description  of  the  vea«ela 
of  11  er  Maj<*«ty*a  Kavy,  employed  in 
suppressing  the  Slave  Trade  in  the  Red 
Sea  and  along  the  coaata  of  £ast  Africa 
and  Arabia  ? 

Ma.  DILLON  aaked.  Whether  it  was 
a  fact  that  tho«e  ve»seb  were  engaged 
in  the  grain  trade  ? 

The  SK<'RETAKY  to  thk  ADML 
RALTY  (Mr.  IIiBBaar; :  Bt  the  latest 
Retuma,  two  gtm-lmata  and  one  aloop 
were  amplovcd  in  the  Bed  S«a,  and  one 
a>rvette  and  two  aloopa  on  the  Eaat  Coast 
of  Africa,  making  a  total  of  six  veeaela 
engaged  in  the  suppression  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  In  a  Id j tion  to  these,  one  sloop 
and  two  guo-b<»ats.  with  .173  officers  and 
men,  are  similarly  employed  in  the  Per* 
aian  Uulf.  I  h^ve  no  information  that 
the  veseela  in  qu«*stion  are  engaged  ia 
the  timveyame  of  grain. 

rrnur  ur>iNr»  thk  army,  navy, 

AM)  nWl.  SKUVKB  i>nuAii;.s. 

Visit>r>T  FuLKl'>TONE  for  I^ord 
GiJoauK  IIamiltust  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether,  ooaaidrring 
that  the  Navv  Eatamatee  will  not  he  die* 
tribated  till  Friday  or  Saturday  next,  he 
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could  so  re-arrange  the  Basiness  of  tlie 
House  as  to  allow  a  reasonable  time 
for  their  consideration  ? 

Viscount  FOLKESTONE  (for  Lord 
Charles  Beresford)  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether,  in  view 
of  the  immense  importance  attached  to 
the  question  of  Naval  Estimates,  he  will 
consent  to  the  postponement  of  their  dis- 
cussion until  the  Estimates  hare  been  in 
the  hands  of  Members  for  one  week  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone),  in  reply,  said,  he  was  sorry 
to  find,  on  inquiry,  that  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates could  not  be  prepared  and  circu- 
lated until  after  Sunday  ;  and  therefore 
he  would  postpone  consideration  of  them 
till  Monday  week. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS- BEACH 
asked  what  Business  would  be  taken  on 
Monday  ? 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  said,  the 
second  reading  of  the  Crofters  Bill  would 
be  taken  on  Monday,  and  on  Thursday 
probably  the  Civil  Service  Miscellaneous 
w'otes 

Mr.  NORTHCOTE  asked  when  the 
Army  Estimates  would  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  cannot 
say  at  present. 

LONDON  CITY  COMPANIES. 

Baron  DIMSDALE  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
in  their  proposed  measure  respecting  the 
London  City  Companies,  to  interfere 
with  existing  contracts  between  land- 
lord and  tenant  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Jesse 
CoLLiNG8)(who  replied)  said,  that  no  Bill 
on  the  subject  had  been  drafted  by  the 
Government ;  and,  therefore,  to  say  any- 
thing about  its  provisions  would  be 
obviously  premature. 

NAVY— H.M.8.  «  BELLEROPHON.*' 
Sib  JOHN  GORST  asked  the  Secre-  ^ 
tary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  he  had 
any  information  to  give  the  House  with 
reference  to  the  reports  circulated  to>day 
regarding  Her  Majesty's  Ship  Belie- 
rophoH  f 

Thb  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Hibbebt)  :  I  am  glad  to 
give  the   House    what    information  I 

Sossess.     It  appears  that  Her  Majesty's 
hip  B^li^rcphoH  arrived  at  Madeira  on 

Viscount  Folk04i<mf 


January  26,  and  wasezpected  to  sail  from 
there  on  January  28  at  noon.  The  Com- 
manding Officer  stated  that  unless  he 
met  wiui  very  contrary  winds  during 
the  first  five  days  he  would  not  go  to  St. 
Vincent,  but  would  make  his  way  direct 
to  Barbados,  as  he  thought  that  course 
would  be  more  expeditious.  He  hoped, 
with  luck,  to  arrive  at  Barbados  about 
February  17.  The  Bsilerophon  did  not 
call  at  St.  Vincent ;  and  it  is  assumed 
that  she  has  met  with  head  winds,  and 
having  burnt  more  coal  than  calculated 
on,  she  is  economizing  the  same  and 
proceeding  under  sail.  The  Hydro- 
grapher  of  the  Admiralty  thinks  she 
might  be  30  days  in  doing  the  distance. 
It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  Ad- 
miralty that  there  is  no  cause  for  anxietj. 
My  noble  Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  has  telegraphed  to  Barbados, 
asking  that  the  earliest  information 
should  be  sent  to  him  of  the  vessel's 
arrival  there. 

MOTIOIf. 

LABOUR  STATISTICS. 

BESOLXrnON. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH,  in  rising  to  call 
attention  to  the  method  of  collection  of 
Labour  Statistics  in  the  United  States 
and  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada ;  and  to 
move — 

<*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  imme- 
diate eteps  should  be  taken  to  ensare  in  thte 
Country  the  full  and  accurate  collection  and 
publishing  of  Labour  Statiitice/* 

said,  hon.  Members  must  all  agree  that 
the  subject  was  one  happily  not  of  a 
Party  character,  and  he  trusted  the  Go- 
vernment woald  feel  themselves  able  to 
accept  his  Besolution.  It  was  as  much 
in  the  interests  of  the  employers  of  labour 
as  of  those  who  sold  their  labour  that 
the  plan  he  proposed  should  be  adopted. 
It  was  a  satisfaction  to  him  to  move  this 
Besolution  in  a  Parliament  in  which 
Representativeeof  labour  sat  in  a  larger 
number  than  they  had  ever  done  before. 
In  January,  1885,  an  industrial  confer- 
ence was  held  in  Piccadilly  Hall,  at 
which  a  number  of  questions  affecting 
the  relations  between  labour  andcapit^ 
were  discussed ;  and  it  was  attended  bj 
manufacturers,  bj  Peers  of  the  Bealm, 
and  by  workmen  of  different  political 
views.  An  endeavour  was  made  bv  the 
conference  to  inquire  into  the  poasibilit j 
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of  1»rtngio|(  about  a  moro  ^ntd  diruion  J  <lMormin*«I  to  MiablUh  aFf^Ioral  nurt»«tt 
of  iho  daily  pnNluctA  of  indiutry  bo-  in  which  th»M  ttatifttic*  should  b«  col* 
t4r«*eii  capital  and  labour;  and  tho  hon.  .  UtoJ  and  iiytti>niatixe<l.  At  Ontario,  in 
Mombor  for  llattingsi  8ir  Thomas  Canada,  a  I^lniur  Hun^u  had  bi*«*n 
]trav<*v)»  who  wa«  present  aa  a  U««pre-  '  found«Hi,  and  he  b<*liev4Ml  that  on«*  was 
»<>ntatiTe  of  capital.  UffctKi  that  it  wan    beinft  founded  in  another  IVoTinre  of 


df^irabli*  to  liberate  induMrj  from  the 
di ^04] r an tipwi  caused  bj  the  ronflirt  of 
itit«n*^t  b«*twiM-n  capital  and  ]n)N>ur. 
This  conf«»ience  was  a  sign  of  the  timo^, 
bt'causo  the  old  waj  of  m<*etinff  the  difH- 
cuUj  cauninl  by  the  conflict  of  interi><«t« 
w.is  to  impose  restrictions  on  labour. 
Tho^e  mistaken  laws  were  persistiMl  in 
till  almost  recent  times,  and  they  did  no 
g<KMl  to  any  human  b4«inf(.  They  often 
r«*4ult(Ml  in  appeals  to  riolenre,  bi^auw 
the  lalMjun*r4  had  no  |M>«^ihility  of  ob- 
taining a  drri«ion  by  appeals  to  ju^tire. 
Hut  all  theiM)  re«tricttre  law4  had  be«*n 
nbolt<iheii,  and  ho  did  not  think  there 
was  the  slightest  chance  of  their  being 
n^newiMl.  There  were  only  now  thr^e 
wavs  in  whioh  di'^putes  YM«iween  capital 
tin*\  labour  could  be  settlt*! — by  striken, 
lo/ks-out,  and  br  arbitration  and  c<»a* 
<  illation.  The  first  two  methods  were 
barbanuiA  ap[>eals  t-»  th«*  old  arb:tra- 
m<*nt  of  force,  whirli  did  no  ^xA  to 
either  •ido — tho  vict4>r  wa^  never  in  a 
poMti'in  to  bo  con^rotulattxl,  and  the 
gouernl  re<iult  to  working  men  wa«  injury 
and  lasting  Iom.  Tha  owner  of  tapital 
<i>iM  atford  to  wait;  but  the  own«'r  of 
lii>Hiiir-*that  la*M»ur  h»ni  -could  neTer 
r«dt-i"n  it.  All  thi*  Trado  Tnion^  of  t«>- 
tlay  w«*re  ag-iin«t  ttrikts;  thfir  «le<«.n' 
wa«  to  stdre  labour  di«puti-^  by  rf  ft*on- 
aMe  m<«ans  and  hr  arhitration  ;  but  arhi- 
t ration  and  Cfinci Nation  had  not  always 
b«'«'n  attfU'lM  with  the  M'^iiU*  d»'»inM|, 
lMH'au«e  there  were  no  reliable  st.'ittftti<*s 
to  which  l>«»th  employ «rs  and  emplov*'^! 
rtiuld  app4*al.     If  there  were  any,  thei 


the  Dominion.     He   ajdced   that   (} re.it 
Britain  should  not  remain  b«diindin  this 
matter.     The<i«^  were  the  statistics  which 
he  would  like  to  have  coUecttnl — though 
it  might  be  ne«*<**^ry  that  the   wh«>le 
ctdhnti  *n  should  t>e  a  matt<*r  of  gn>iith 
rather  than  be  att<*ropt<H|  at  once — tha 
deM  ription  and  number  of  each  cliaract<  r 
of  th«*  various  industries  of  tha  Tnited 
Kingdom,  the  number  of  penmns  and 
amount   of  capital  amployed   in  each, 
si>ecifying  when  any  of  these  industriea 
were  increasing    or    diminiitliing,    and 
whether,  and  why,  any  special  industry 
was  limited  to  anr  particular  lu<*ality, 
and  the  reason,  if  known,  for  such  local 
limitation ;    the   haxardoua  nature,    or 
otherwi<i«,  of  each  <  laa^  of  industry,  with 
the  results  to  life,  limb,  g**n«*r4l  health 
and   habits  of  lift*   of    c»arh   industry  ; 
giving  particulars  at  to  labounTs*  dwell- 
ings, and  whether  they  were  held  fn>m 
the  employers,  and  on  what  condition*; 
showing  the  rases  of  eiploitation    by 
I«imited    laatility    (^»mpanies  or  other 
<  Corporations,  the  amount  of  capital,  and 
di«»tiogui*hing    the    ca«M>s     where     tha 
workt*rs  shannl  the  profit,  the  individual 
wa^<  ^   |>aid   in  each   induMry,    distin* 
guithing  m«*n,  women,  l>»ys,  and  y^irls, 
and  s|H<t  ifying  the  highe.nt    and  loarat 
nveragf)  wag«> ;  als<»,  wh*'ther  tha  wagea 
were  paid  weekly,  or  at  a  longer  period, 
and   when.«  r>»mpanifs*   shopa  existe<l. 
With  reference  to  tha  last  mattar,  it  ass 
of  the  gravest  Important  «*.  because  thrre 
we.'o  places  within  th«*  United  Kingilom 
wh«'re  tlia  Truck  Act  was  broken,  s«ime- 


wera  ciinipil*Ml  in  view  of  the  di*put4Hi  timi-^  in  letter  and  always  in  spirit —  Mr. 
Yiy  train<M|  ci»mpil««rs  to  Riip|i«»rt  athtH>ry  Sr\vu.»T  Hiix:  No.  — to  tha  grrat 
on  f'lther  side.  The  •tfiti»(i<s  «hould  bo  demoralisation  of  tho  emnlo^iHl.  Mr. 
pr«*pared  b^'fore  the  dispute  had  ari<»-*n,  j  SiAvri.rT  Hill  :  Name  .]  He  should 
and  he  sh<»nld  suir;:**M  that  thi^v  •hotild  |  bo  (|uit<«  pr>|Miro<l  to  give  namt s.  Ha 
bf»  (\>llrf  t*Hl  hy  th'«  ItoanI  of  Truie  in  |  ho|M*-l  ha  should  never  make  stste- 
th*t  sanio  iray  as  the  agrii  ultural  sth*i4-  manta  to  the  House  without  tha  fulh  ^t 
tn  s  were,  to  a  great  «>it<*ut.  at  pr«  ^«'nt ,  certainty  as  to  crrry  matter  of  fact  whiih 
c<»lIo<  trnl.  The  law  in  Ma«*a<  hu*i  tt*  f«<r  ha  alh*g«Hl.  It  did  niit  heighten  hi«  ca<^«f 
tha  talmlating  of  lalntur  Mati«!i<'S  had  at  th**niom«-nt  to  state  nauo«~  '*Oh!  '* 
boen  found  to  In*  exiotHlingly  uM*ful.  aaW  **  Hear,  hear!  **  -  if  it  did  he  should 
Msssarhu^Mts  bad  f<»r  !•  years  pub-  state  th<«m.  What  he  said  was,  that 
)ishe<l  statistir«,  and  many  othor  Mates  ,  be%ond  tha  p  •««ihuity  of  c  mtradiction 
of  the  Ameriosn  Tnitin  had  f«»)lowed  ->  Mr.  SravKLar  Hill:  Ub!  — axcepi 
that  axample.  while  tha  year  before  laat ,  by  a  Member  utterly  ignorant  of  tha 
tha  Feditml  Govammaiit  at  Waahinftoa  ^  working  claaaaa,  tkafa  wara  maoj  warka 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Hoase,  im- 
mediate stops  should  be  taken  to  eDsnre  in 
this  Coantry  the  fall  and  acoarate  collection 
and  publication  of  Labour  Statistics.'* — (JKr. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope,  in  risinj?  to  move, 
as  an  Amendment  to  the  Motion,  to 
leave  out  all  after  "  That,"  and  insert — 

^  "  A  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  best  means  of  collecting  and  publish- 
ing statistics  as  to  Labour  in  the  United 
Kingdom," 

said,  he  should  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Bradlauffh)  in  a  good  many  of  the 
topics  which  he  addressed  to  the  House. 
Some  of  the  hon.  Member's  statements 
be  had  heard  with  considerable  pleasure, 
although  they  were  not  strictly  relevant 
to  the  Motion  before  the  House.  He 
heard,  for  instance,  with  great  plea- 
sure his  statement  with  respect  to  the 
removal  of  restrictive  laws  affecting 
labour;  because  he  had  not  forgotten, 
and  the  House  would  not  have  for- 
gotten, that  that  was  mainly  due  to 
the  action  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
late  Home  Secretary,  who  dealt  with  the 
laws  as  between  employers  and  employed 
on  a  comprehensive  principle  founded  on 
a  broad  basis.  Since  his  right  hon. 
Friend's  legislation  on  the  subject 
nothing  had  been  heard  about  com- 
plaints in  that  direction.  When  he 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  he  wondered  whe- 
ther that  hon.  Member  had  erer  con- 
sidered what  was  the  proper  function  of 
the  State  in  these  matters.  No  doubt, 
the  collection  of  statistics  had  always 
been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  proper 
functions  for  the  State  to  undertake; 
first,  because  the  State  could  do  it  better 
than  anybody  else ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause, in  many  cases,  the  State  alone 
could  do  it.  But  then  they  came  to  the 
question,  Statistics  of  what  ?  As  he  had 
said,  many  of  the  subjects  introduced 
into  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  were  not  facts,  but  expres- 
sions of  opinion — for  instance,  as  to  what 
occupations  might  be  hazardous  to  the 
lives  or  morals  of  the  people  engaged  in 
them.  He  (Mr.  Stanhope)  would  prefer 
to  deal  not  with  opinions,  but  with 
facta ;  and  as  regarded  facts,  it  did  seem 
to  him  that  some  Department  ought  to  be 
responsible  for  the  collection  of  statistics 
of  this  nature.    He  might  allude  in  par- 


ticular to  facts  relating  to  the  movement, 
the  distribution,  and  to  the  remuneration 
of  labour;  and  if  those  statistics  were 
accurate  and  exhaustive,   and  if  they 
were  presented  in  an  easily  accessible 
form  for  use,  and  while  they  were  still 
fresh,  be  believed  they  would  be  of  very 
great  ralue  to  the  country.    They  would 
be  of  value  not  only  to  those  desiring  to 
study,  either  in  the  present  or  at  any 
future  time,  the  exact  industrial  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  but  also  to  those 
desiring  to  embark  capital  in  any  par* 
ticular  trade  or  industry;  and,  last  of  all, 
they  would  be   of  great  value  to  the 
people  employed  in  such  trades  or  indus- 
tries.    For  example,  they  heard  a  great 
deal    nowadays    about    the    enormoua 
aggregation  of  population  in  our  large 
towns.     No  doubt,    that    had  been    a 
source  of  serious  mischief  lately;  but 
one  of  the  main  causes  of  it  had  been 
the    exaggerated    expectations    as     to 
wages  that  had  been  held  out.    Nobody 
could  dispute  the  fact  that  men  had  been 
brought  up  by  scores  from  the  country 
to  the  towns,   because  they  had  been 
misled  by  the  nominal  wages,  and  had 
not  realized  the  fact  that  the  employ- 
ment they  were  likely  to    get    would 
occupy  only  a  portion  of  their  time,  and 
that  their  nominal  wages  could  never  be 
realized  in  a  permanent  form,  and  would 
be  enormously  below  the  real  wages  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  receive.    But, 
within  certain  limits,  he  agreed  to  the 
fullest  extent  in  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  that  they  should  endearour 
to  collect  labour  statistics.     In  fact,  he 
had  never  understood  why  the  Statistical 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
not  collected  these  already.     If  he  were 
to  make  a  suggestion  in  regard  to  the 
proposal,  he  would  say,  as  they  were 
entering  upon    a    new    description    of 
statistics,  they  should  take  care  not  to 
orer-weight  the  Department.     The  pro* 
cess  at  first  shonld  be  a  tentative  and 
cautious  one,  and  they  should  be  sure  of 
their  materials.    Let  them  net,  by  trying 
to  do  too  much  at  once,  risk  the  failure  of 
the  whole.     Therefore,  he  would  first 
advise  that  they  should  make  use  of  exist- 
ing materials.  There  had  been  inquiries 
held  year  after  year,  the  results  of  which 
were  entombed  in  roluminous  and  for- 
gotten Blue  Books,  and  no  use  whatever 
had  been  made  of  them.    He  was  not 
going  to  blame  the  Statistical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  but  that 
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I>o|»rtcii«ot  had  not  hud  and(»r  their 
control  a  ^uHiciant   stalf  for  th«   work 
they  had  to  do.    Ther<*  was,  for  exam- 
plo,  ao  ioquirjr  held  a  numher  of  year* 
a((o  into  the  condition   of  the  a^^icul* 
tural  popiilatton,  and  there  were  many 
liltio  il4iok«  aft  the  rr<«iih  of  that  inquiry ; 
hut  nobody  erer  read  tli«>m  now,  and 
th««y  wero  not  even   allu«led  to  in  the 
reouit  debatefl  on  the  mibject  of  allot- 
mentft.     In   tho  first  plan*,    thon»    the 
Htatiatical   DiMtartiuent    of   the    H>ard 
nhoittd  make  the  fulU^t  une  pi>«44ible  of 
all  the  material  they  might  have  under 
their  control.     They  had  not  had  suffi- 
cient staff  for  doing  more  than  they  had 
hitherto  done ;  but  that  did  not  affect 
the  principle  of  th««   pron<)iial.     If  the 
country  was  to  be  put  to  the  expense  of 
these  Returns  of  so  exhaustive  a  charac- 
ter, they  ought  to  be  made  f uU  use  of, 
and  the  results  ought  Vy  be  presented  by 
the  Board  of  Tradr  in  a  succinct  form. 
He  himself  venture<l  to   s<>nd    to    the 
papers  a  dig*«9t   of  statistic «,  ooUocted 
some  Tears   ago,  on  the  wagee  of  the 
agricultural  lai>ourer;  but  that  was  work 
which  ought  to  be  done  by  s^ime  Statis* 
tiral    Depsrtnient   of   tho    Government 
Then,  might  he  say.  in  the  «<W)nd  place, 
that  if  they  were  g«>ing  in  f«»r  tabulating 
and  systematizing  these   Mati^tic^  th««y 
rfv|uired  to  have  the  semceii  of  men 
thoroughly  skiil**!  in  such  matters.     II** 
qtiit«t  agrof  d  al«>  that  they  ought  to  have 
mor<*  new  fart 4,  similar  to  th*>M«  collected 
in  the  Tniti^d  States,  than  thny  had  at 
present.  He  wa« v>rrvthat  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, when  h«*  alludc^l  in  particular  to  the 
work  being  done  in  the  rnit«*d  States  and 
(^anada.  di  i  not  give  any  information  as 
to  the  work  tho«e  bureaux  were  doing 
in  those  oountrtes ;    because  it   would 
h%ve    shown    that    this    was    not    at 
all  a  simple  matter,  but,  on  the  con* 
trary,  an  exceedingly  difficult  and  c>m- 
tdicated    on<>.       The    Reports    of    the 
bureaux  were,  of  eoume,  m<i»t  interest- 
ing, but  th<»y  were  also  exceedingly  im- 
|i.<rfiM*t.       They    proce^Mled    al^-i    upon 
wholly  different  linen  in  different  ca«4>«.  I 
For  instance,  the  Reports  of  the  State  1 
of  Cinnertt'Ut  stated  quite  frankly  that , 
they  could  not  g«»t  at  the  fact«,  and  to 
they   collected   opinions.      One  Report  I 
turned  on  the  whole  relations  between 
capital  and  labour,  and  advi^  what 
legislation  the  State  should  undertake. 

Ma.  BRADLAUGU  :  IXk^  the  right 
hoo.  Geatlenuui  me«n  the  whole  Beporta  1 


*  of  the  State  of  ronnedieot,  or  only  the 

Report  for  one  year  f 
'      If  a.  E  STANllOPK  said,  he  was  un- 
able  to  speak  of  all  the   Re|>orts;  he 
wa4   only   illustrating  one  pfunt.       In 
'  the  Report  pre««*nted   by  the  Htat«  of 
Pennsylvania,    ag^in,    the  facts   ab  »ut 
,  lab«>ttr  were  pre»*»nt«»d  in  a  very  exitl- 
lent  way,  st)  far  as  it  went ;  although, 
even  in  thst  Rep4>rt,  the  statistics  wrro 
;  Very   tmp'«rf<H*t.    and   tht*    difficulty    of 
I  getting    anything    like    ac^^urate    faffs 
I  was  adinitt<Hl      There  was.  in  fact,  in 
thv  different  States  of  America,  great 
variety  in  the  method  of  col  bating  the 
fact«,  and  in  setting  forth  the  re<iultaob* 
tatned.     In  some  of  the  States  they  tried 
t  J  colle<*t  the  facts  by  making  applica* 
tion^  to  employers  and  to  the  emploved. 
In  iomo  cas4«f,  the  answers  were  volun- 
tarily given ;  but,  in  other  cases,  pres- 
sure was  used  to  comfiel  one  dasf  or  the 
the  other  to  give  the  information  which 
the  State  re<juired.     Then  there  wa«  a 
whole  class  of  cases  where  the  inquiries 
were  made,  at   enormous  exp*n«e,   by 
special  agents  sent  about  the  country, 
without  whom,  it  was  said,   the  State 
would  not  ho  able  to  g«*t  the  facts.     In 
his  opinion,  with  that  enormous  variety 
of  examples  befon*  them,  it  would  be 
wi^o  that  the  Hou«e  sh«>uld  proc«*ed  ten* 
tativelv ;  and  he  believed  the  bo«t  course 
the  Houte  could  adopt  would  be  to  ap« 
point  a  Select  ( *ommittee  for  the  purpose 
of  inveati^AtingsU  thes4«Tarious  Re  ports, 
and  tH>n«id<*ring  th«*  means  by  which  tney 
could  obtain  the  statistica  they  reqairgd. 
Th<>  Re|H>rta  to  which  he  had  beisn  al* 
luding  were  very  little  known   in  thia 
c«>untry.     He  doubt<Hl  whether  13  Mem- 
bers of  that  House  had  ever  read  any  of 
them ;  and  the  whole  subject  was  aoch 
that  he  felt  certain  that  it  would  l>ewtse 
that,  instead  of  trusting  to  a  Depart* 
ment,  they  should  inquire,  by  mi^ns  of 
a  (^>mmitte4^   what  would  l>e  the  In^t 
mny  of  getting  the  labour  statistics  (»f 
this  country.     He  must  ssy  here  that  he 
had  been  encourage*  1  to  hope  that  the 
hon.  Member  for    Northampton  would 
have  agn»«*d  with  his  Amendment,  as  he 
certainly  under^totnl  from  communtca* 
tions  that  had  passed  b<*tween  them. 

Ma.  BHAl>l.\r(UI  said,  that  there 
waa  a  proviso  contained  in  the  commaai* 
cation  r«*ferrsd  to  that  if  certain  words 
were  withdrawn  he  Mr.  Bradlaogh) 
would  agree  with  the  Amendment ;  but 
those  words  wstw  not  withdrawn* 
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Mr.  E.  8TANH0PE  said,  be  had 
withdrawn  them,  and  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  look  at  the  Amendment  he 
would  see  that  it  was  exactly  in  accord- 
ance with  that  which  the  hon.  Member 
agreed  to.  That  being  so,  he  was  sur- 
prised that  the  hon.  Member  had  op- 
posed the  Select  Committee  which  he 
had  stated  he  desired  to  have.  However 
that  might  be,  he  was  certain  the  House 
did  not  desire  to  proceed  in  the  dark ; 
that  they  would  enter  on  a  new  field  of 
inquiry  with  that  caution  which  oharac* 
terized  all  their  proceedings  in  England; 
and  that  thej  would  be  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  views  he  had  put  forward »  and 
with  which  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton also  expressed  his  willingness  to 
aooept — that  there  should  be  an  inquiry 
by  a  Select  Committee,  rather  than  to 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  as  at 
present  before  the  House.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  his  (Mr.  Stanhope's) 
Amendment  would  involve  delay.  He 
did  not  believe  that  it  would.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  Committee  should 
not  sit  at  once,  or  that  it  should  sit  long. 
The  results  of  its  inquiry  would  be  that 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  be  armed  with  a  Beport  which 
would  enable  him  to  come  down  to  Par- 
liament and  ask  for  that  additional  pro- 
vision, in  the  shape  of  money,  which 
would  undoubtedly  be  required  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  object  which 
they  all  desired  to  attain.  Some  hon. 
Members  had  asked  him  why  he  had 
limited  his  proposal  to  the  United  King- 
dom, and  had  not  included  the  Colonies. 
His  only  reason  for  that  was  that  he 
had  been  given  to  understand  that  steps 
had  been  taken  in  this  country  to  obtain 
statistics  relating  to  labour  in  the  Colo- 
nies. If,  however,  there  was  any 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  House 
that  the  Select  Committee  should  also 
inquire  as  to  labour  statistics  in  the 
Colonies,  he  should  be  heartily  glad  to 
accede  to  any  proposal  that  might  be 
made  to  extend  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  that  direction.  He  would  now 
move  the  Amendment  of  which  he  had 
given  Notice. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL,  in  seconding 
the  Amendment,  said,  that,  as  repre- 
senting a  considerable  industrial  consti- 
tuency, he  had  listened  with  pleasurable 
surprise  to  the  annoanoement  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  proposed  the  Mo- 
tion (Mr.  Bradlaogh),  and  he  entirelj 


agreed  in  the  object  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  immediately  before  him. 
It  was  a  hard  case  that  the  working 
men  of  this  country  should  have  to  col- 
lect, as  best  they  might,  information  re- 
lating to  the  price  of  labour,  to  the  con- 
ditions of  their  occupation,  and  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  lived ; 
while  the  great  oapitalists  had  before 
them  the  Reports  of  Ooremment  De- 
partments to  guide  them  in  the  course  of 
their  industry.  If  there  was  one  thing 
which  commended  itself  to  his  mind 
more  than  another  it  was  the  declaration 
which  had  been  made  to  the  House  that 
individual  endeavour  still  lived.  He 
hoped  it  would  continue  to  live  in  this 
country,  and  that  they  might  rely  in 
every  section  of  the  community  upon  in- 
dividual enterprise  instead  of  npon  the 
faltering  hand  of  the  State.  When  he 
found  there  was  such  a  difficulty  in  pre- 
paring the  Census,  which  was  only  made 
once  in  10  years  with  the  greatest  care 
and  at  the  greatest  cost,  he  felt  quite 
certain  that  if  the  Report  was  to  be 
made  yearly  or  monthly  there  would  be 
very  great  difficulty  in  giving  the  work- 
ing man  that  reliable  information  for 
his  guidance  to  which  he  was  fully  en- 
titled. Another  difficulty  was  the  prompt 
issue  of  the  Report ;  for  unless  it  was 
promptly  issued  it  would  confer  no 
benefit.  He  did  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  was  quite  aware  of  the  infor- 
mation which  had  been  already  collected. 
The  subject  was  far  more  complex  than 
the  hon.  Member  seemed  to  imaginOi 
and  that  was  confirmed  by  the  Reports 
which  had  been  presented  from  Consuls 
abroad,  which  contained  particulars  very 
caref ullv  collected  of  great  value ;  and 
he  had  been  informed  by  a  friend  of  his, 
a  Consul  abroad,  that  so  complicated 
were  the  researches  they  had  to  make, 
that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  of  a  satisfactory  cha- 
racter. He  sincerely  hoped  that  many 
other  occasions  might  arise  when  there 
would  be  full  accord  between  both  sides 
of  the  House  on  the  labour  question. 
He  confessed  himself  that  he  had  alwava 
felt  from  his  earliest  days  that  the  work- 
ing man  was  entitled  to  as  mach  consi- 
deration in  the  House  with  resard  to 
that  labour  which  was  his  capit^  as  the 
wealthiest  man  was  with  regard  to  that 
financial  fortune  which  was  his  capital 
and  main  resource.  He  claimed  for  hon. 
Members  on  the  Opposition  aide  of  the 
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noQM  that  thoj  hmd  at  boart  the  in« 
tormt  of  working  men  a«  mach  a«  Hon. 
Gentl^mrn  on  tho  Mtnidtcrial  lUncfaoii ; 
and  therefore  ro((rett<Hl  tho  hon.  Il«>mhi»r 
oppojiito  (Mr.  Hradlau|rh)  had  n')t«ctMl 
the  Am^ndm^nt  of  hit  right  hon.  Friend 
Mr.  E.  Stanhope'. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  Wvf*  out  fn»in  tho  wi>nl  **  ThU  "  to  th«« 
pn\  o(  Iho  ii'i4>«tion,  in  cinlrr  to  in«<»tt  the 
«t  nl«  *•  •  S«I«ot  (V-mmttl*'*'  lo  ii|i|»<rtiit«<l  t/» 
<  •n«i<lf'r  tht*  >Mttt  nif^Aiu  of  (•■!!r<*tinff  aod  pab* 
Ii«hinff  •tjitisti<'«  ft!  to  I^lH>ar  in  the  TDttrtl 

— instead  thertnif. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
pn>|KMo<l  to  ho  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Uuestion." 

Ma.  BUADLAruiI  roiM>  to  explain 
that  he  raw  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  lIornraMle  I>ivsiiion 
of  Uneoln«hire  (Mr.  K.  Stauho|H>  aftt*r 
h<*  hail  re<x«ived  the  letter,  and  he  told 
him  he  wa<i  unable  to  consent  to  the 
alteration.  Il<^  had  rec^eired  no  com- 
municati  tn  from  the  right  h<Mi.  (tentU* 
inan  »in<-e.  and  hi*.  tber<»fon>,  regarded 
tho  matter  a«  fu»ttli*d. 

Mn.  K  M\\MIOI>R  said,  that  a 
letter  having  (>een  writtm  evpre«Mng  a 
(ondition,  whon  that  ertnUitton  was  ful* 
tilltMl  he  had  ei pelted  that  the  hon. 
MemlK*r  would  hare  «ur>]x>rti*  1  it. 

Ma.  A.  II.  I>YKK  A(  LAN1>:  I  phould 
hardlr  venture  to  d«*tain  the  Ilou^ie  if  I 
did  not  belioTo  thit  I  muid  lUuntrate 
the  im|H>rtanc<*  of  the  subjMt  brought 
bi'fure  the  House  bjr  the  h<<n  Member 
fi»r  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad  I  an  (?b)  fn>m 
a  somewhat  different  point  of  ri«*w  from 
that  of  tb<Mke  hon.  Mem(M*rs  who  hare 
already  sp-iken.  I  take  it  that  the  «»ub* 
jort  in(*ludr4  both  the  provision  of  addi- 
tional information  on  latniur  and  in* 
duttrial  matt<*ni.  and  the  supplring  of 
inf(»mation  vihirh  aln  ndv  eii«t<i  in  a 
tiKif  h  niorearatUble  form  than  we  havf 
at  prttent.  Anyone  who  has  b«*en 
bniught  cbMM'Ir  into  eontat-t  with  edu- 
rntionsl  work  among  working  men.  as 
it  boa  been  my  lot  to  b«*  in  Ci»nn««rtion 
with  the  I'ntversttK^.  mu^it  be  well 
aware  of  the  very  great  iropirtamt^  of 
this  subject  in  the  minds  of  many  of 
our  leading  Working  men.  KTerything 
which  may  in  any  way  lead  to  the  pre- 
▼entioQ  of  atrikea  mast  be  of  the  greatest 
▼alae.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
baal  Trade  l^nioa    leaders   that  aocb 


information  as  is  now  demanded  may 
tf*nd  in  this  dtnH:tion.  Our  Trades 
Tnionivta  and  working  men  ro-operatore 
are  interented  in  the  matter,  not  only 
from  the  points  of  view  already  men* 
tioned,  but  because  they  hare  large 
RUIII4  of  money  at  their  commanl.  and 
the  lattiT  group  <»f  men  especially  are 
constantly  considering  the  question  of 
how  these  sum«  of  money  should  be  in* 
Te«t<>d.  It  i^of  tho  grrat4*«t  iroportanre 
tf>  them  that  they  should  have  the  vety 
b«^t  information  at  their  command  re* 
lating  to  the  condition  of  tho»e  of  their 
own  class  b«*tter  off  than  themselves,  in 
order  that  they  may  not  invMt  the  many 
thousands  of  pounds  they  posaeee  in  a 
manner  that  will  bring  ruin  upon  them. 
When  we  hear  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  tew  weeks,  the  Working  Men  ( V 
oi>eratave  Societies  in  and  around  Man* 
Chester  have  invented  £30,0(M)  in  the 
ManchMter  Ship  <'anal,  every  penny 
of  which  is  working  men*a  saving*, 
saved  by  men  the  bulk  of  whom  do  not 
receive  more  than  3.}f.  a* week  wages, 
we  have  some  idea  of  the  importance  of 
the  sum  of  monev  they  have  at  their 
command.  Kverything  which  ansivta  the 
inti'lligent  invest m<*nt  and  management 
of  the  sums  of  money  which  Working 
Men*s  A^vKiations  |M»s»e&«  must  lie  of 
n«al  use ;  for  the  gteat  Working  Mcn*s 
As««K*iation4  ore  a  great  pr<»tection  and 
bulwark  to  thi^  c^mntnr.  We  hear  a 
gcMid  deol  of  talk  about  funds  rai* t>d  for 
the  relief  of  the  unemploT<*d  ;  but  I  von* 
tnre  to  say  that  the  Unionists  and  CV 
(»lN»rative  SK-ietiee  have,  in  tho  course  of 
the  ]^st  y<  nr.  be«*n  dovoting  funds  for 
th<»  n*li<*f  of  the  unemployed  out  of  their 
own  wsges  which  exr4*ed  in  bulk  all  the 
funds  rai^e^l  within  tho  la«t  month  or 
two  for  the  relief  of  diotre^a  in  all  our 
large  towns  put  together.  The  rnitiniata 
have  fiaved  thou«and«  of  p'lunds  for  the 
dire(*t  n'li«»f  of  the  di«tr«»M><Hl  and  uneni- 
pltiyed,  and  the  i  >-"iM*rator«  have  «t\rd 
not  b*««  than  £I.<nh).ooo,  all  of  which 
<*ither  goes  to  the  ri'lief  of  the  pree«'iit 
difttp  «4«or  is  laid  bv  for  the  relief  of  thrir 
famihea  in  the  future.  The  Govc*mm«-nt 
mav  well  1»e  aiked  to  provide  everything 
whn^h  can  ree«<>nably  beprovtd«-i  in  the 
way  of  induMriol  and  labour  stati«ti«s 
which  may  give  working  men  and  the 
t-ommunitv  generally  more  inf(»rmation 
to  guide  them,  both  fi>r  the  avotdaaee  of 
laUmr  dispntee,  and  in  eonnection  witk 
tha  tn?aelmant  of  money.    Evavythtag 
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Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  lie  had 
withdrawn  them,  and  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  look  at  the  Amendment  he 
would  see  that  it  was  exactly  in  accord- 
ance with  that  whicli  the  hon.  Member 
agreed  to.  That  being  so,  he  was  sur- 
prised that  the  hon.  Member  had  op- 
posed the  Select  Committee  which  he 
had  stated  he  desired  to  have.  However 
that  might  be,  he  was  certain  the  House 
did  not  desire  to  proceed  in  the  dark  ; 
that  they  would  enter  on  a  new  field  of 
inquiry  with  that  caution  which  charac- 
terized all  their  proceedings  in  England ; 
and  that  they  would  be  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  views  he  had  put  forward,  and 
with  which  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton also  expressed  his  willingness  to 
accept — that  there  should  be  an  inquiry 
by  a  Select  Committee,  rather  than  to 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  as  at 
present  before  the  House.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  his  (Mr.  Stanhope's) 
Amendment  would  involve  delay.  He 
did  not  believe  that  it  would.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  Committee  should 
not  sit  at  once,  or  that  it  should  sit  long. 
The  results  of  its  inquiry  would  be  that 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  be  armed  with  a  Report  which 
would  enable  him  to  come  down  to  Par- 
liament  and  ask  for  that  additional  pro- 
vision, in  the  shape  of  money,  which 
would  undoubtedly  be  required  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  object  which 
they  all  desired  to  attain.  Some  hon. 
Members  had  asked  him  why  he  had 
limited  his  proposal  to  the  United  King- 
dom, and  had  not  included  the  Colonies. 
His  only  reason  for  that  was  that  he 
had  been  given  to  understand  that  bteps 
had  been  taken  in  this  country  to  obtain 
statistics  relating  to  labour  in  the  Colo- 
nies. If,  however,  there  was  any 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  House 
that  the  Select  Committee  should  also 
inquire  as  to  labour  statistics  in  the 
Colonies,  he  should  be  heartily  glad  to 
accede  to  any  proposal  that  might  be 
made  to  extend  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  that  direction.  He  would  now 
move  the  Amendment  of  which  he  had 
given  Notice. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL,  in  seconding 
the  Amendment,  said,  that,  as  repre- 
senting a  considerable  industrial  consti- 
tuenoy,  he  had  listened  with  pleasurable 
surprise  to  the  announcement  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  proposed  the  Mo- 
tion (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  and  he  entirely 


agreed  in  the  object  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  immediately  before  him. 
It  was  a  hard  case  that  the  working 
men  of  this  country  should  have  to  col- 
lect, as  best  they  might,  information  re- 
lating to  the  price  of  labour,  to  the  con- 
ditions of  their  occupation,  and  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  lived ; 
while  the  great  capitalists  had  before 
them  the  Eeports  of  Government  De- 
partments to  guide  them  in  the  course  of 
their  industry.  If  there  was  one  thing 
which  commended  itself  to  his  mind 
more  than  another  it  was  the  declaration 
which  bad  been  made  to  the  House  that 
individual  endeavour  still  lived.  He 
hoped  it  would  continue  to  live  in  this 
country,  and  that  they  might  rely  in 
every  section  of  the  community  upon  in- 
dividual enterprize  instead  of  upon  the 
faltering  hand  of  the  State.  When  he 
found  there  was  such  a  difficulty  in  pre- 
paring the  Census,  which  was  only  made 
onoe  in  10  years  with  the  greatest  care 
and  at  the  greatest  cost,  he  felt  quite 
certain  that  if  the  Beport  was  to  be 
made  yearly  or  monthly  there  would  be 
very  great  difficulty  in  giving  the  work- 
ing man  that  reliable  information  for 
his  guidance  to  which  he  was  fully  en- 
titled. Another  difficulty  was  the  prompt 
issue  of  the  Beport ;  for  unless  it  was 
promptly  issued  it  would  confer  no 
benefit.  He  did  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  was  quite  aware  of  the  infor- 
mation which  had  been  already  collected. 
The  subject  was  far  more  complex  than 
the  hon.  Member  seemed  to  imagine, 
and  that  was  confirmed  by  the  Reports 
which  had  been  presented  from  Consuls 
abroad,  which  contained  jmrticulars  very 
carefully  collected  of  great  value ;  and 
he  had  been  informed  by  a  friend  of  his, 
a  Consul  abroad,  that  so  complicated 
were  the  researches  they  had  to  make, 
that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  of  a  satisfactory  cha- 
racter. He  sincerely  hoped  that  many 
other  occasions  might  arise  when  there 
would  bo  full  accord  between  both  sides 
of  the  House  on  the  labour  question. 
He  confessed  himself  that  he  had  always 
felt  from  his  earliest  days  that  the  work- 
ing man  was  entitled  to  as  much  consi- 
deration in  the  House  with  regard  to 
that  labour  which  was  his  capital  as  the 
wealthiest  man  was  with  regard  to  that 
financial  fortune  which  was  his  capital 
and  main  resource.  He  claimed  for  hon. 
Members  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
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House  that  thoy  liad  at  heart  the  in- 
terest of  working  men  as  much  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  Benches ; 
and  therefore  regretted  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  had  rejected 
the  Amendment  of  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope). 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  **  That  *'  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  "  a  Select  Committee  bo  appointed  to 
consider  the  best  moans  of  collecting  and  pub- 
lishing statistics  as  to  Labour  in  the  United 
Kingdom," — (Mr.  E.  Stanhope f) 

— ^instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  *'That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
tho  Question." 

Mr.  bradlaugh  rose  to  explain 
that  he  saw  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Horn  castle  Division 
of  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  after 
he  had  received  the  letter,  and  he  told 
him  he  was  unable  to  consent  to  the 
alteration.  He  had  received  no  com- 
munication from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man since,  and  ho,  therefore,  regarded 
the  matter  as  settled. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  that  a 
letter  having  been  written  expressing  a 
condition,  when  that  condition  was  ful- 
filled he  had  expected  that  the  hon. 
Member  would  have  supported  it. 

Mr.  a.  H.  Dyke  ACLAND:  I  should 
hardly  venture  to  detain  the  House  if  I 
did  not  believe  that  I  could  illustrate 
the  importance  of  the  subject  brought 
before  the  House  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  from 
a  somewhat  different  point  of  view  from 
that  of  those  hon.  Members  who  have 
already  spoken.  I  take  it  that  the  sub- 
ject includes  both  the  provision  of  addi- 
tional information  on  labour  and  in- 
dustrial matters,  and  the  supplying  of 
information  which  already  exists  in  a 
much  more  available  form  than  we  have 
at  present.  Anyone  who  has  been 
brought  closely  into  contact  with  edu- 
cational work  among  working  men,  as 
it  has  been  my  lot  to  be  in  connection 
with  the  Universities,  must  be  well 
aware  of  the  very  great  importance  of 
this  subject  in  the  minds  of  many  of 
our  leading  working  men.  Everything 
which  may  in  any  way  lead  to  the  pre- 
vention of  strikes  must  be  of  the  greatest 
value.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
best  Trade  Union    leaders   that  such 


information  as  is  now  demanded  may 
tend  in  this  direction.  Our  Trades 
Unionists  and  working  men  co-operators 
are  interested  in  the  matter,  not  only 
from  the  points  of  view  already  men- 
tioned, but  because  they  have  large 
sums  of  money  at  their  command,  and 
the  latter  group  of  men  especially  are 
constantly  considering  the  question  of 
how  these  sums  of  money  should  be  in- 
vested. It  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  them  that  they  should  have  the  very 
best  information  at  their  command  re- 
lating to  the  condition  of  those  of  their 
own  class  better  off  than  themselves,  in 
order  that  they  may  not  invest  the  many 
thousands  of  pounds  they  possess  in  a 
manner  that  will  bring  ruin  upon  them. 
When  we  hear  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  few  weeks,  the  Working  Men  Co- 
operative Societies  in  and  around  Man- 
chester have  invested  £30,000  in  the 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  every  penny 
of  which  is  working  men's  savin gi>, 
saved  by  men  the  bulk  of  whom  do  not 
receive  more  than  35«.  a- week  wages, 
we  have  some  idea  of  the  importance  of 
the  sum  of  money  they  have  at  their 
command.  Everything  which  assists  the 
intelligent  investment  and  management 
of  the  sums  of  money  which  Working 
Men's  Associations  possess  must  be  of 
real  use  ;  for  the  great  Working  Men's 
Associations  are  a  great  protection  and 
bulwark  to  this  country.  We  hear  a 
good  deal  of  talk  about  funds  raised  for 
the  relief  of  the  unemployed  ;  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  Unionists  and  Co- 
operative Societies  have,  in  the  course  of 
the  past  year,  been  devoting  funds  for 
the  relief  of  the  unemployed  out  of  their 
own  wages  which  exceed  in  bulk  all  the 
funds  raised  within  the  last  month  or 
two  for  the  relief  of  distress  in  all  our 
large  towns  put  together.  The  Unionists 
have  saved  thousands  of  pounds  for  the 
direct  relief  of  the  distressed  and  unem- 
ployed, and  the  co-operators  have  saved 
not  less  than  £1,000,000,  all  of  which 
either  goes  to  the  relief  of  the  present 
distress  or  is  laid  by  for  the  relief  of  their 
families  in  the  future.  The  Government 
may  well  be  asked  to  provide  everything 
which  can  reasonably  be  provided  in  the 
way  of  industrial  and  labour  statistics 
which  may  give  working  men  and  the 
community  generally  more  information 
to  guide  them,  both  for  the  avoidance  of 
labour  disputes,  and  in  connection  with 
the  investment  of  money.    Everything 
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that  tends  in  the  direction  either  of  irre- 
gularity of  labour  or  of  uncertainty  is  a 
curse,  and  is  adding  to  the  depression, 
and  to  the  difficulty  in  which  our  in- 
dustries are  inrolved.  If  the  informa- 
tion  now  demanded  will  give  less  uncer- 
tainty, will  cause  less  irregularity,  it 
must  do  g^od  not  only  to  the  working 
classes,  but  to  the  whole  nation.  What 
we  need  is  to  improve  the  knowledge  of 
the  rank  and  file  of  working  men  in  every 
possible  way ;  and  I  think  we  may  feel 
quite  sure  that  all  working  men  leaders 
who  are  worthy  of  the  name  will  con- 
sider this  an  unmitigated  advantage. 
Only  those  who  are  not  worthy  to  be 
leaders  will  look  upon  this  improved 
knowledge  as  in  any  sense  other  than 
an  advantage.  Something  has  been  said 
as  to  the  method  to  be  employed  to  secure 
additional  labourstatistics,  and  as  to  whe- 
ther we  want  facts  or  opinions.  The  pro- 
cess must  be  slow  and  gradual  and  secure. 
I  may  quote  from  a  monthly  publication 
of  one  of  the  best  administered  Trades 
Unions  in  England — ^that  of  the  Iron 
Founders— to  show  what  working  men 
think  on  the  subject.  The  secretaries 
consider  this  matter  one  of  great  im- 
portance ;  and  thoy  say  that  a  Statistical 
Bureau  should  not  be  conducted  for  the 
purpose  of  agitating  or  discussing  pro- 
positions for  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  working  classes,  but  should 
confine  itself  to  the  collection  and  pre- 
sentation of  facts,  and  thus  be  free  from 
any  taint  of  partizanship.  My  friend, 
Professor  Marshall,  one  of  the  ablest  of 
the  younger  generation  of  economists  in 
England,  the  successor  of  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Fawcett,  writes  to  say  that  he  feels 
the  work  a  difficult  one,  which  must  be 
carried  out  by  slow  degrees.  He  points 
out  that  a  few  typical  industries  should 
be  examined,  and  the  figures  subjected 
to  a  very  severe  ordeal.  He  points  out 
the  importance  of  great  care  m  making 
any  statements  —  for  instance,  about 
wages — showing  that  not  only  the  rate 
of  wages  in  each  branch  must  be  given, 
but  also  the  proportion  of  workers  who 
get  each  rate.  And  bo  says  that,  in  the 
collection  of  statistics  about  wages,  we 
should  have  to  be  verv  careful  to  have 
distinct  columns  showing  ''  over- time  " 
and  "  piece-workf"  and  deductions 
through  "  out  of  work."  He  thinks  that 
any  statement  voluntarily  given  either  by 
employer  or  employed  should  be  circu- 
lated in  the  form  of  draft  Beports  in 
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various  districts,  and  that  they  should 
be  carefully  checked,  from  time  to  time, 
by  something  in  the  nature  of  a  public 
Court  of  Inquiry  held  by  the  Bepre- 
sentattves  of  the  Bureau,  who  should, 
before  reporters,  hear  evidence  on  both 
sides,  and  carefully  wei^h  it.  And  he 
says  that  if  the  work  is  done  in  this 
careful  way,  so  that  the  Hepresentativea 
of  the  State  Bureau  can  sum  up  the  evi- 
dence given  on  both  sides  for  lowering  or 
raising  any  of  the  figures  in  the  draft 
Reports,  we  should  secure  a  real  addition 
to  the  knowledge  we  possess  on  these 
matters.  He  adds  what  is  most  import- 
ant, that  the  work  will  be  slow,  particu- 
larly at  first.  But  a  few  trustworthy 
figures  are  worth  more  than  an  immense 
mass  of  those  of  which  no  one  can  quite 
approve.  There  is  one  other  matter  I 
should  like  to  allude  to — namely,  the 
making  much  more  available  to  the 
people  at  large  the  new  information 
which  may  be  obtained,  and  also  that 
which  the  Government  has  provided. 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  late  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  £. 
Stanhope)  said  we  ought  to  make  use  of 
our  existing  materials.  Now,  if  these 
statistics  are  prepared  especially  in  the 
interest  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  if 
the  material  we  already  have  is  to  be 
made  use  of,  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
State  can  do  a  great  deal  more  than  it 
has  hitherto  done  in  the  way  of  making 
such  information  thoroughly  availabk*, 
especially  for  working  people;  and,  in 
view  of  the  importance  of  labour  ques- 
tions being  approached  in  an  intelligent 
spirit,  the  State  may  do  much  good  in 
the  way  of  interesting  the  working 
classes  in  its  publications,  and  ought  to 
make  them  as  cheap  as  possible,  and  as 
easily  obtainable  as  possible.  I  must  sav 
of  the  material  published  at  the  present 
time  in  Blue  Books  that  though,  con- 
sidering its  bulk,  it  is  cheap — it  is,  never- 
theless, too  expensive  for  working  men 
to  purchase.  I  would  venture  to  say 
that  in  most  of  our  Blue  Books  there  is 
a  kernel  somewhere  to  be  found  which 
might  be  published  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate  than  tne  whole  work.  For  instance*, 
if  we  take  the  Commission  on  Accideota 
in  Mines,  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt)  and  his  CoUeagnea 
have  published,  we  shall  find  that  it 
has  already  published  m  balky  volame 
for  6«.  8i.,  and  that,  in  all  proba- 
bility, their  Beport  will  be  contained 
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in  a  rolum^^  of  mmilar  tica  and  prica. 
W«>U,  it  saams  to  ma  that  thia  Raport, 
which  munt  ho  valuabia  to  mao  woraing 
in  maaM*  thould  b«  publtahad  with  a 
^in$  of  tha  avidenot«.  That  could  bo 
d<ino  at  a  prico  of  (>4,  or  84/.,  Ui  at  to 
i>*nder  it  avaiiablo  to  poopio  who  can 
only  afiord  amall  aumii  when  thej  buy 
l>o(>k4.  84>,  again,  tha  Housing  of  the 
Poor  <*(>mmiMion  H«»port,  which  con- 
tained mcxit  valuable  information,  ought 
to  bo  pub]i<ihe<i  for  6W.  In  the  tamo 
way  tho  Technical  K<lucation  Commie* 
•ion  Ro|M>rt  it  publiiihed  in  five  volameA  ; 
but  tho  ri^al  pith  of  the  matter  is  at  the 
end  of  the  fimt  volame,  and  might  have 
b«4*n  nublifthc^i,  with  an  analy»ieof  what 
14  to  be  found  in  the  other  volumea,  for 
6</.  or  (*^.  List  year  a  valuable  Report 
wan  i«4u<vl  almut  Inland  Revenue,  con* 
t^iniii}^  valuable  information  concerning 
din*ct  taxation,  that  would  bo  extremely 
UM*ful  to  working  men.  Tho^e  things. 
al<io,  in  th<»  way  I  have  pointe«l  out,  should 
be  made  purchasable.  Then,  in  many 
of  our  nmall  towne^aye,  and  in  onr  big 
ones  t'M^it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  know 
how  to  obtain  thi^^o  publications.  The 
booknellors  will  not  take  much  trouble 
al>out  th<*  matter,  and  many  working 
men  who  would  like  to  gat  them  ara 
baffled  in  their  efforts  to  do  so.  I  se« 
no  reason  at  all  why,  when  Wf>rking  men 
might  d«»sire  to  pun  haM*  thesa  publiea- 
tinni—on  the  (M-cs«:on  of  thrir  locality 
being  viftitod  by  a  popular  bcturer,  or  a 
lf«ader  of  th<*ir  cla««.or  a  p«>lttirsl  speaker 
— they  shottid  not  niuiply  go  to  tha  local 
pf>st  office,  »«»e  a  list  of  the  publications, 
and  say^**  I  de*ira  a  copy  of  that  for 
1«.  ;  here  is  my  U.,  and  here  is  2d.  for 
|K*stag%s  send  my  name  up  to  London, 
and  b't  me  have  the  book  back  by  poat.'* 
Now,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  presumptuous 
to  sufTp  4t  a  new  departure  with  a  view 
to  making  really  avnilkble  to  the  mass  of 
the  people  a  gp^at  doal  that  is  publi«h«'d 
which  uo4««  no|  now  g«'t  muih  b<*\ond 
h<m.  klembtf^rsuf  the  House  of  (V>mmons. 
A  (Vntral  C*ommittee,  or  small  b^nly  of 
olfieinl*,  ought  to  have  all  (}overnrnf*nt 
]»ublications  pa^s^  under  thrir  eye,  and 
ought  Uy  settle  whi<*h  of  them,  or  which 
parts  of  th<*m,  should  l>a  made  available 
by  their  ch<«apnes«  and  handfnens  for 
p«>pular  ose.  1  will  venture  t-i  say  that 
if  that  could  be  done,  and  the  noble  Ix»rd 
the  Postmaster  (leneral  (I^ird  Wolver- 
ton,  c«>ttld  sat*  his  wav  to  having  these 
lute  1  have  mentioned  kepi  al  the  poet 


I  offices,  it  would  be  an  tnealcnlabla  boon 
,  to  working  men,  espacisUy  to  those  who 
^  find  a  ditBculty  in  getting  the  b«>oks» 
I  which  t«>  ua  in  this  Hoosa  ara  not  so 
I  much  things  to  be  deairad  and  things 
difficult  to  get  as  they  ara  almnet  a 
I  burden.  None  but  a  young  Member 
of  this  House  would  speak  in  any* 
thing  like  enthusiaam  about  the  Blue 
Books,  and  perhapa  even  for    me  the 

rriod  of  satiation  is  nearer  at  hand  than 
mav  expect ;  but,  so  far  as  the  people 
outside  this  House  are  concamed,  they 
have  good  reason,  I  think*  to  complain 
that  we  who,  during  a  Ganeral  Election, 
are  so  remarkably  atlantiva  to  them  in 
the  way  of  supplying  them  with  statis* 
tics,  when  the  election  is  over  leave  them 
alone  altogf«ther  eo  far  as  these  things 
are  concerned.  I>uring  a  General  Kl«<** 
tion  the  voter  receivee  from  one  Party  o 
carefully. preparinl  leaflet,  with  blue  and 
red  (*«»lttmn8  on  it,  to  instruct  him  in 
Stale  finance.  The  facts  and  figuraa 
thus  presented  he  carefully  studies,  and 
when  he  haa  learnt  them  eonfidently 
believea  he  haa  maatered  the  prineiplea 
of  finance.  A  few  days  afterwarda  he 
receives  another  loaflet ;  the  coluouu 
that  were  red  are  now,  perhapa,  blue; 
some  columns  are  longer,  some  shorter. 
His  mind  becomea  a  blank  on  the  aob* 
J4«ct.  Then  the  figures  he  rec<*ivea  to-day 
will  not  apply  to- morrow  or  next  month ; 
and  as  bis  e  luration  is  neglected  for  a 
space,  he  must  have  an  erroneoua  and 
eon  fused  idea  of  the  principlee  he  be* 
liev«Hi  at  one  time  he  haa  maatered. 
When  another  General  Election  occurs, 
and  he  is  inundated  onoe  more  with 
inf<irmation  for  which  he  hss  been  in 
no  way  prepared,  confusion  becomea 
woraa  confounded.     If  he  can  feel  that 

,  the  State  is  doing  all  it  can  to  an* 

'  courage  him  to  inform  himeelf  on  these 
•ubjecta,  to  enable  him  to  pr«K-ure  theM« 

.  Blue  liooks  whi<  h  ci>ntain,  I  venture  to 
say,  much  of  th««  U-st  of  the  thoughts  of 
our  statesmen  on  both  sides  of  polilice-'* 
much  more  valuable  material  than  it 
contained  in  many  speeches  delivered  on 
Party  plstforms^he  wdl  feel  that  we 
ere  trying  ^>  deel  with  the  valuable 
work  of  adult  ad ucati<m,  which  ts  a  work 

'  which  ought  more  and  more  to  oeeupv 
our  attention.  Of  cooiae.  Blue  Booka  will 
never  become  popular  reading ;  but  what 
ts  sought  is  not  to  |iopnlanae  thia  inlor* 
mat  ion.  but  to  put  it  more  and  more  at 
thedispoaal  of  the  hard-headed  woAiag 
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men  who  are  to  be  found  all  orer  the 
oountry — ^men  of  hard  heads,  with  bodies 
that  will  never  wear  frock-coats,  but  who 
are  just  as  well  fitted  to  understand 
Blue  Books  as  any  of  us  here.  This  is 
important,  because  the  intelligent  use 
of  their  capital  by  working  men,  and 
the  method  of  approaching  all  labour 
questions,  are  matters  which,  in  a  coun- 
try like  this,  become  of  greater  and 
greater  importance.  There  are  many 
matters  which  have  been  brought  before 
our  constituents  which  we  hope  in  the 
future  will  do  much  to  improve  this 
country.  But  we  cannot  legislate  the 
poor  into  prosperity.  We  can  open 
up  to  them  many  opportunities  now 
denied  them,  and  that  we  are  engaged 
in  doing,  or  are  hoping  to  do,  in 
various  ways.  We  can  free  their  paths 
from  many  jobstacles  that  now  stand  in 
their  way  ;  but,  after  all,  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  who,  when  the  obstacles 
aro  removcid,  will  make  use  of  the  op- 
portunities afforded  them  is  the  vital 
matter.  Everything  that  can  be  done 
by  the  State  to  advance  this  adult  edu* 
cation  by  means  of  statistical  informa- 
tion slowly  and  carefully  obtained,  and 
in  rendering  the  information  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Government  more  avail- 
able to  the  working  classes  in  the  f  utiire 
than  it  has  been  in  the  past,  will  be  a 
matter  by  which  the  people  will  be 
benefited,  and  by  which  any  Govern- 
ment who  will  attend  to  the  question 
properly  will  deserve  the  gratitude  of 
the  country.  The  matter  is  one  which  I 
hope  will  receive  the  serious  attention 
for  many  years  to  oome  of  both  this  and 
future  Governments. 

The  PEESIDENT  of  the  BOABD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Muitdblla)  :  I  think 
every  Member  of  the  House  must  feel 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Bradlaugh)  has  done  an  ezceUent 
service  in  bringing  this  question  under 
the  notice  of  the  House,  and  amon^pst 
other  circumstances  of  that  good  service 
in  having  elicited  so  excellent  a  maiden 
speech  from  the  hon.  Member  who  haa 
just  sat  down.  The  hon.  Member  bases 
nis  Motion  upon  publications  of  the 
American  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labour. 
He  is  quite  right  in  his  historical  ao* 
count  of  the  origin  of  the  American 
Bureau  in  1869,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  14 
or  15  other  States  are  now  following 
the  example  of  Massachusetts  and  pub- 
ItahingannualBeporta  of  theaame  nature. 


But  when  the  hon.  Member  exhorted  us 
not  to  be  behind  America  in  the  publi* 
cation  of  statistics,  without  detracting 
from  the  merits  of  those  Bureaux,  I 
may  say  that  we  are,  in  fact,  a  very  long 
way  in  advance  of  America  in  regard  of 
the  real  objects  for  which  the  Bureaux 
were  established.  I  was  in  Boston  in 
1870,  immediately  after  the  Bureau  waa 
opened  there,  and  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  consulted  several  times  by  its 
founder,  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  (who  took 
great  interest  in  the  labour  question)  as 
to  how  it  could  be  turned  to  the  best 
account.  The  real  fact  was  that  every- 
one interested  in  the  question  of  indus- 
trial employment,  especially  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  aghast  at  the  condition 
of  the  labouring  community,  the  total 
neglect  of  their  education,  and  of  pro- 
cautionary  legislation  in  respect  to  the 
protection  of  infants,  with  respect  to  the 
fencing  of  machinery,  with  respect  to 
mines,  and  all  that  legislation  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  working  classes,  which  we 
in  this  country  had  been  forwarding  for 
30  or  40  years  before,  and  which  we 
had  brought  to  a  higher  state  of  per- 
fection than  any  other  country  in  the 
world.  I  cannot  do  better,  if  the  House 
will  allow  me,  than  give  two  or  three 
illustrations.  I  will  take  the  Be- 
port  of  the  Massachusetts  Bureau  of 
1874,  in  which  there  are  very  few  sta- 
tistics, but  a  great  many  facta  as  to 
education,  the  employment  of  children, 
sanitation,  and  the  general  condition  of 
labour  in  Maaaachuaetta.  We  will  take 
them  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand— 
firat,  as  to  education.  I  find  it  here  set 
forth— 

*'One  of  the  objects  of  this  Bnreaa  ii  to 
gather  ftatistici  reUting  to  the  edacation  of 
children  employed  in  mannlaotartng  sad 
mechanical  establishments  in  Masmchnsetla.'* 

They  say — 

'*  From  what  we  hare  been  able  to  learn,  the 
law  in  relation  to  the  emplojrment  of  childmi 
neither  ii,  nor  can  be,  enforced.  Shonld  the 
managers  of  mills  co-operate  heartily  with  the 
officers  of  the  cities  and  towns,  or  of  the  State, 
the  law  could  not  well  be  enforced.  Tho  t««tt- 
mony  of  the  school  boards  in  lome  of  tho  mann* 
facturing  places  is,  that  often  as  mooh  dificnlty 
ariies  from  parents  as  from  miU«ownets  and 
managers."" 

And  they  g^  on  to  say — 

'*  There  should  be»  and  probablv  there  is* 
some  way  to  enforce  the  principle  waioh  Sfas- 
saehoeetts  beUeres  to  be  her  system  of  ednsatioa, 
schooling  for  all  dasses;  birt,  ss  y«l«  so  far  as 
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mill  ehiMrra  ar«  eooMfMd.  nol  oaIt  o«r  kw  | 
bat  oar  lyiUm,  ia  •  Urg«  *Uf|^rM,  u  ft  cl««il 
U  tier." 

So  much  for  •duration.  I  oould  g^i  60 
quotations  from  the  book  a*  to  th<«  em- 
ployment of  childrt»Q.     Iloro  I  find — 

**So   childrra    employ <h1  hrrt*   qiilf«a    the}* 
luTo  th«  D«c«'«au7  l(|t«i  ichiKiUnir/' 


In  re^^ard  to  anotht^r  factory  I  find — 

**  MilU  in  Trrv  fr«N'<l  coDditi*>n  •nd  w«li  con* 
duttrd.  S»»rr»I  Tory  ■m«H  rhiMrm  at  wotk. 
9tfm9  only  ttwn  yeart  old,  K>th  gtrU  aod  b(iy».** 

That  relat4*ii  to  the  ages  of  the  children 
— and  numerout  timilar  vxtracta  could 
lie  giTcu  if  it  were  mnm^ary.  Then»  ae 
to  i»-iuit«ti(in  and  the  prot<H*ti(in  and 
fi*nrtng  of  machinery,  I  find  euch  etate- 
mentii  at  thoM» — 

*- 1{  mrm*  liiw-«tQdd«<d.  Imdlr  TratiUtaHl,  and 
rArdirifc  «Dd  Wf«^inff  rtMima  «tnr  d«rk.** 

"  (M«ri  "tt  ihtu'i  1  iw  An<iun(»rit<%  t«<i.  S  him 
(•(  tK<'  ii.itn  U  It*  f  mr  tKr^  uich  t^o  ii'-tt  tn- 
tir  i\  'ini  r  -t* « t*  •!.  it.  t  an*  d«nir*  nMu.  PriTir^ 
in  »( inning  r^  >m  in  «  hithy  <>  nditinn  ,  fl'Kir  wrt 
and  ai.ikinK  «ith  f.ilh  .  can  uttill  it  all  thrvQ^h 
tC  tni4i 

In  feot.  the  o>»joct  of  this  Dureaa  wae. 
in  tho  lir«t  in<itanre,  not  to  much  U> 
draw  up  •tatiftti«4  with  regard  to  wagtni 
fn>m  y«»ar  to  year,  as  to  inquire  into  the 
C'indition  of  the  working  rlaNM«e  geno- 
relly.  and  aim  aa  to  the  agee  of  children 
employed,  and  the  want  of  eanitation  j 
under  which  their  labour  was  carried 
on.  It  wae  a  t4>ri  of  standing  Com- 
mission  to  do  the  work  which  was  rery 
largrlf  done  in  Kn gland  by  the  Factory 
and  Workphop,  FMuration,  MineeRegu- 
lAtitio,  Merchant  Hhipping,  and  other 
Acta,  and  all  the  legiaiation  undertaken 
for  the  la^t  '>U  }<*arM  in  this  country  for 
the  benefit  of  the  working  daeeee.  The  I 
efff^  haa  boen  eicellent  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  working  claaaee  in  the  United 
Statea.  The  example  of  Maaaachuaetta 
haa  l»e«'n  followed  by  the  principal 
Ntati^ ;  and  at  thia  moment  there  an* 
1 1  other  Ntttt-a  ptiMithing  their  tta- 
ti«tira  annually,  and  the  elfirt  haa  been 
exrvUent  ao  far  aa  ita  influence  on  the 
nmdition  of  the  working  rU«aea  of  the 
I*nite<l  Htatea  ia  c«»fic'f*med.  But  I  winh 
the  Ilouae  to  und**ratand  that  it  i«  a 
much  easier  thing  ^>  publish  atati«tira 
aeparately  for  earh  Htate  in  America, 
where  the  largest  naml>er  C'f  peraona 
employed  in  any  aingle  State  np  to  the 
preM>nt  i«  alnmt  'ioo.cMM).  than  to  pnb- 
hah  etatipttra  annually  dealing  with  the 
whole  of  the  laboaring  cJnaaea  ia 


coontry,  whoae  numbera  amount,  it  ia 
calculated,  to  iomething  like  13,O4N),0OO. 
Now.  I  do  not  aay  that  what  haa  beaa 
done  in  the  Tnited  Htatea  can  ba  aaid  lo 
f(»rm  a  prectM  guide  and  model  for  iu  to 
adopt.  With  reganl  to  the  Motion.  I 
may  aay  the  Uoverament  are  of  opini<m 
that  there  would  be  a  great  advantage 
in  pniTidiog  auch  a  I>e|)artment  aa  that 
now  prop«>a«d.  We  have  at  our  com* 
mand  the  meant  of  fumiahing  annually 
a  complete  aet  of  labour  atatiwtica,  which 
ought  to  be  not  only  aa  good  aa  can  be 

Crocured  by  other  ctiunthea,  but  the  very 
e>t  information  the  world  can  ahow.  I 
do  not  agn*e  with  my  right  hon.  Friend 
opfxMiite  on  one  point.  I  do  not  think 
the  atatiatica  ahould  Im  confined  en* 
tirely  to  the  movement,  remnneratton, 
and  diatribution  of  labour.  ,'  Mr.  K. 
SrA!fn<irB:  I  did  not  puiy  that.]  I 
Uttderatood  the  right  hon.  0<<ntlomaa 
to  any  that  they  ahould  be  confined 
entirely  to  the  movement,  remnnera* 
ti«>n,  and  diatribution  of  labour.  '  Mr. 
E.  SfAxnors:  But  I  did  not.  J  Th«r« 
are  a  ntimbar  of  other  queetiona  having 
a  mopt  important  b4*aring  on  the 
aocial  condition  of  the  working  claaaea 
which  might  bo  very  naeful  to  na,  and 
which  might  be  very  well  dealt  with, 
auch  aa  compariaona  with  ourselvea 
from  year  to  y4«r»  and  compariaona  with 
foreign  countriee  a«  to  the  commoditiea 
of  thoae  ci>untri«*a,  the  <H>at  of  food,  and 
the  amount  of  taxati<in  bearing  on 
the  laboiaring  claaaee  ia  them.  There 
are  many  facta  bearing  on  the  daily 
life  of  the  working  claatea  which 
might  very  well  be  brought  within  the 
ncii\u*  and  oompaaa  of  aoch  a  volume  na 
I  auneat.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Morpeth  ^Mr.  Bort)  haa  ahown  the 
advantage  theae  atatiatiia  woold  have 
in  their  bearinga  on  arbitration  and  the 
prevention  of  atrikfHi.  1  am  glad  to 
think  that  the  relatione  between  capital 
and  labour  in  thia  country  are  ateadily 
growing  better  and  more  harmonioua 
vear  by  year.  It  ia  impoaaible  to  look 
bark,  aa  aome  of  ua  can,  :U)  or  40  veara 
and  consider  what  ware  the  relatione  be- 
tween capital  and  Ubour  then  and  what 
they  are  to-day,  and  not  M-e  that  there  ia 
a  complete  revolution  in  that  reapect—  in 
the  harmony  that  exttta  between  the 
eninhivera  and  employed.  It  haa  beon 
aaid  thronghout  thia  deliate  that  there 
la  great  difiicnlty  on  the  part  of  wofk* 
men  in  obtaining  atatiatica  agitable  fur 
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their  own  trades.  I  would  state  to  the 
House  that  the  statistics  which  are  pub- 
lished by  the  Trade  Sooieties  in  this 
country  are  for  ralue,  completeness,  and 
accuracy  unriyalled.  There  is  nothing 
to  compare  with  them  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world.  There  is  scarcely 
any  Trade  Society  in  the  country  that 
does  not  publish  a  monthly  statement 
and  an  annual  Beport ;  and  the  minute 
accuracy  of  these  Beports  and  the  won- 
derful detail  into  which  they  enter,  and 
the  facts  they  give  to  those  who  are 
interested  in  them,  are  really  surprising. 
Very  few  Members  of  this  House,  I  am 
afraid,  are  acquainted  with  the  extent 
to  which  these  Societies  are  known 
throughout  the  world.    Take  the  Amal- 

fimated  Society  of  Engineers.  It  has, 
think,  somethinfc  like  50,681  members 
on  its  books.  It  has  480  branches,  307 
of  which  are  in  England,  42  in  Scotland; 
14  in  Ireland,  10  in  Australia,  3  in  New 
Zealand,  2  in  Queensland,  7  in  Canada, 
1  in  Malta,  1  in  Bombay,  42  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  1  in 
France.  The  Society  gives  a  monthly 
account  of  the  state  of  trade  in  every 
place  in  which  it  has  a  branch.  It  gives 
the  condition  of  trade,  the  number  of 
days  the  trade  is  working,  and  it  is 
surprising  the  accuracy  and  fulness 
with  which  all  the  details  relating  to 
engineers  are  given  in  that  Beport.  I 
believe  that  in  1884  the  outlay  of  the 
Society  was  £  1 72, 84 1 .  A  reference  was 
made  by  the  hon.  Oentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Botherham  (Mr.  A.  H.  D. 
Adand)  to  the  amounts  given  in  chari- 
table subscriptions  to  the  relief  of  the 
working  classes.  Let  me  point  out  to 
the  House  the  amount  that  was  ex- 
pended in  the  way  of  self-help  by  this 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers  in 
1883.  Under  the  head  ''Donations, 
contingent,  sending  members  to  situa- 
tions, and  beds  to  non-free  members," 
the  amount  expended  was  £62,310; 
under  the  head  *'Sick  benefit,  stewards, 
and  medical  certificates,"  £29,074 ;  *'  Su- 
perannuation," £30,519;  **  Funerals," 
£8,253;  *< Accidents,"  £2,100;  "  Grants 
to  the  Benevolent  Fund,"  £3.297; 
"  Grants  to  our  own  and  other  trades, 
loss  of  tools  by  fire.  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittees, aod  insurance,"  £20,579.  That 
Bodety  distributed  amongst  its  members, 
in  1878,  in  a  time  of  exceptional  dis- 
tress, nearly  £250,000.  That,  therefore, 
shows  that  there  is  no  lack  of  statistieal 
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ability  on  the  part  of  the 
classes.  Nothing  surprised  me  so  much, 
when  I  was  engaged  in  bringing  be- 
fore the  House  in  1872,  1873,  and 
1 874  the  case  of  the  factory  operatives 
for  a  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labour, 
as  the  wonderful  statistics  concerning 
the  hours  of  labour,  and  all  the  articles 
of  production  and  other  facts  of  interest, 
which  they  placed  before  me.  I  believe 
I  could,  at  this  moment,  obtain  as  good 
statistics  from  the  operative  cotton  spin- 
ners and  weavers  of  Lancashire,  and 
from  the  weavers  of  Yorkshire — ^as  good 
and  as  rapid  statistics  as  I  could  obtain 
in  a  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
We  need  not,  I  really  think,  in  this 
matter  trouble  the  House  to  appoint  a 
Select  Committee.  If  any  aavantage 
were  to  be  gained  by  it,  I  would  sup- 
port the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman ;  but  when  I  come  to  inquire 
in  the  Department  as  to  what  could  be 
done  and  what  ought  to  be  done,  as  to 
what  information  we  could  give,  I  was 
told  that  there  had  already  been  a  De- 
partmental Committee,  on  which  the 
Treasury  and  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
sat  for  some  time  and  examined  into 
statistics.  A  Beport  was  made,  and  the 
Committee  had  agreed,  two  years  ago, 
that  some  statistics  of  this  character 
ought  to  be  published — that  they  would 
be  found  embedded  in  Blue  Books, 
and  scattered  throughout  thousands  of 
volumes,  never  yet  collected  and  collated, 
and  that  all  that  was  needed  was  the 
necessary  staff  of  assistants  to  enable  us 
to  make  an  excellent  collection  of  statis- 
tics. This  is  an  extract  from  the  Be- 
port made  in  1883  by  the  Departmental 
Committee,  on  which  the  Treasury,  and 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Customs 
were  represented — 

*'We  reeommend  that,  in  girinff  up  the 
miicellAneoiia  statisttcs  of  the  United  Kimgdom, 
the  ComtDercial  Deparimeot  of  the  Boexd  of 
Trade,  or  a  Centnu  Statiitical  Department, 
should  subrtitnte  a  volume  to  be  eallea  by  some 
■nch  title  as  Tht  MiwrttUntoua  Staiittitw  0/  TntiU, 
such  Tolume  or  part  to  inclnde  sooh  particulars 
as  to  home  consumption  of  British  and  Irish 
produce  and  manufactures,  and  as  to  prices, 
wages,  freights,  and  other  trade  topics  as  may 
be  judged  expedient  from  time  to  time.** 

Now,  Sir,  with  that  Beport  before  as,  I 
can  hardly  see  why  we  need  to  appoint 
a  Committee  to  inquire  further.  If  wo 
did,  it  would  inevitably  involve  a  con- 
siderable loss  of  time,  and  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  al  a  leas  what  remedy  to 
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pr«MTibo.  I  T^rj  mtich  doubt  wh«th«r 
mny  Cominittoo  could  either  Uy  down 
precieelj  what  ought  to  l»e  the  renKnly, 
or  preeoribo  the  Uaiite  up  to  which  vuch  ' 
an  annual  review  ehould  go.  That  must ' 
depend  very  much  up)n  the  material  at 
our  command.  Now,  if  we  can  agree  to 
thA  product  ion  of  nuch  a  volume  ae  I 
hit]>*)  wo  ehail  agree  upon  to*night.  I 
•hould  like  it  to  do  more  than  provide  ! 
merely  labour  etatiatice  and  pricee.  We  ; 
ought  to  giro  prominenci»  to  Colonial ! 
•tatintica — we  ought  to  point  out  to  the  | 
vast  ma«eea  of  our  population  the  beet 
fields  for  emigration.  I  may  here  say 
thai  the  llndor  Si^cretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affaire  (Mr.  Bryce)  hae  entered 
into  the  project  moat  warmly,  and  that 
wo  art*  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  utilise 
our  Diplomatic  (\>nsular  St^rvicea  inthia 
matter  much  more  effectually  than  we 
have  hitherto  done.  Karl  Granville,  at 
the  augge«ition  of  Mr.  Holyoako,  l.>  or 
20  reara  ago,  obtained  aonie  escollf*nt 
I>ipiomati<'  Uotuma  an  to  foreign  trade, 
which  were  auppUed  from  time  to  time. 
They  were  ar  enfablo,  not  only  to  the 
worliing(*Ua4o«,  but  to  a  great  many  of  the 
p«H>pli«  (if  thia  ct»untry.  They  were  taaued 
not  pt^riodically,  but  at  intiTvala.  juat 
aa  th«7  came  to  hand.  There  wna  no 
kind  of  order  or  plan  abiuit  them.  To 
got  anything  likeatatintii-a  frr  ni  theeeRe- 
turna  and  from  the  ordinary  Blue  Booka 
Wiiuld  bafHe  even  the  niift*t  unwearied 
Meinl»er  of  thia  llouao.  The  tbr<»e-year 
limit  ft>r  theproductitmof  theaii  KeturoH 
w<«uld  b«»  altogi'thor  unauitaMe.  What 
w<»  want  ia  to  giv««  not  only  atatiatica  of 
h oura of  labour,  kinda  of  production,  fielda 
for  emvration,  and  informati«in  we  can 
obtain  fn>m  the  DipUimatic  and  i*t>nau- 
lar  Servi<  <•«,  but  wo  want  to  get  aiimt* 
of  the  wonderful  rc«ulta  of  iudividual  and 
c  > -ope  rati  re  vtfiirt  anion  gat  thi»  working 
cUa^ea  of  the  tnmntry.  I  rec<>ired  a 
deputation  a  few  daya  ago,  in  which 
the  o|M«rativea  of  Ijanca«hire  were  re- 
preaente<l.  One  or  two  of  the  r«*pr«*«i*n- 
iativea  a|K>ke  of  the  wholesale  tra<ltDg  in 
Manrheater.  The  working  m«*n  in  Man* 
clio*t««r,  in  the  wboIf*ftaIe  ( \y  op<*ra!iv«* 
>t  >nM.  turnover — that  iato aiy.  a^ll  and 
di*tnbuto--a<>mething  like  1^,iho.(hh» 
in  value  every  y4*ar  in  the  (Voperativo 
Htor«*a  alone.  'Ihvir  cooperative  l»ank* 
ing  last  rear  amounted  to  £ir».(K>u.(N>0 ; 
and.  witbin  a  radiua  of  20  or  30  mtl«*a 
of  Mancheater,  more  than  £20,000.004) 
Were  tamed  over  by  the  Ovopevattve 
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Storea.  Surely,  thU  exparimeat,  not 
only  in  diatrtbution,  but  iadaatrial  eo* 
operation,  ahould  be  brought  out  in  the 
volume.  It  ia  moet  important  that  tha 
good  work  doing  in  a  particular  locality 
ahould  come  to  the  knoalc<lge  of  work* 
ing  men  generally— that  it  ahould  ba 
held  up  aa  an  example  to  the  industrial 
community.  Take  the  case  of  Building 
Hocietiea ;  take  the  ease  we  saw  stated 
in  Tkf  Ttmsi  this  morning— that  the 
children  in  Mancheater  contributed  last 
year  to  the  Penny  Banks  in  Mancheater 
more  than  £3.>.<KK>.  All  these  fads 
ought  to  be  gathered  together,  and  put  in 
aa  cheap  and  simple  and  eomprehensive 
a  form  as  possible,  so  that  they  can  be 
circulated  through  •rtrr  Club  and 
Meehanict'  Institution  and  Fre«  library 
in  the  country.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  said 
to  the  House  that  this  will  not  be  a 
very  eaav  task ;  but  what  should  wa 
do  in  the  flrat  inatance  f  I  agraa 
that  we  had  better  not  be  too  ambi- 
tiotu — that  what  we  do  we  should 
do  well.  Wo  had  better  have  fewer 
atatiattcs,  and  have  them  sound  and 
correct,  than  a  great,  bulky  voluma. 
What  we  can  do— or  what  we  think  we 
can  do — is  this.  We  can  gather  up  the 
atalintii^  of  the  last  50  years,  and  get 
together  in  one  volume  something  like 
an  hiatoricsl  statement  of  comparison 
of  the  facta  alT«*cting  labour,  wagrs,  and 
pricca  which  are  to  l>e  found  in  the  Blue 
ll«M>ka.  'An  hon.  Mcusca:  Agricul- 
tural labour  slao.']  Aa  hon.  Member 
«ia}'a  of  agrii^ultural  labour.  Well, 
agricultural  labour  should  be  shown  ia 
the  Return  juat  as  much  as  industrial 
labour.  There  ought  to  be  no  differenoe 
in  the  matter.  It  would  be  aa  exceed- 
ingly interesting  thing  to  have  put 
brtore  ua  aui-h  atati»tical  evidence  as  wa 
hare  in  the  library  of  this  House  ia 
the  I^»i>orta  and  pr«x^*«»dinga  of  Royal 
0>mmii"«ionera  and  other  authorities 
during  the  past  50  yean.  Then,  as  I 
•ay,  the  llouao  muat  bear  in  mind  tha 
nature  of  the  work  to  be  done.  There 
are,  as  I  have  already  pointed  ont, 
aliottt  1.1,000.0(K)  men,  women,  and 
children  earning  wages  ia  the  Tnitod 
Kingdom.  The  number  of  industritM 
to  U*  dealt  with  ia  not  less  than  d,000. 
W«-!l,  all  this  cannot  be  acrompltBhel 
at  once.  It  muat  be  of  growth.  F<ir 
one  thing,  the  next  Onsus  should  be  aa 
Industrial  Census,  a  thing  whi<*h  haa 
not  hitherto  bees  properiy  carried  out« 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Hoose,  im- 
mediate stops  should  be  taken  to  ensore  in 
this  Country  the  full  and  accurate  collection 
and  publication  of  Labour  Statistics.'* — (JKr. 

Mb.  E.  stanhope,  in  risinj?  to  move, 
as  an  Amendment  to  the  Motion,  to 
leave  out  all  after  ''  That,"  and  insert — 

^  "  A  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  best  means  of  collecting  and  publish- 
ing statistics  as  to  Labour  in  the  United 
Kingdom/* 

said,  he  should  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
hon.   Member  for    Northampton    (Mr. 
Bradlaueh)  in  a    good  many   of    the 
topics  which  he  addressed  to  the  House. 
Some  of  the  hon.  Member's  statements 
he  had  heard  with  considerable  pleasure, 
although  they  were  not  strictly  relevant 
to  the  Motion  before  the  House.    He 
heard,   for  instance,   with  great  plea- 
sure his  statement  with  respect  to  the 
removal  of   restrictive    laws    affecting 
labour;  because  he  had  not  forgotten, 
and  the  House  would  not   have    for- 
gotten,  that  that  was  mainly  due  to 
the  action  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
late  Home  Secretary,  who  dealt  with  the 
laws  as  between  employers  and  employed 
on  a  comprehensive  principle  founded  on 
a  broad   basis.     Since  his    right  hon. 
Friend's    legislation     on    the    subject 
nothing  had  been  heard  about    com- 
plaints in  that    direction.      When  he 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  he  wondered  whe- 
ther that  hon.  Member  had  ever  con- 
sidered what  was  the  proper  function  of 
the  State  in  these  matters.     No  doubt, 
the  collection  of  statistics  had  always 
been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  proper 
functions  for  the  State  to  undertake; 
first,  because  the  State  could  do  it  better 
than  anybody  else ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause, in  many  cases,  the  State  alone 
could  do  it.     But  then  they  came  to  the 
question.  Statistics  of  what  ?  As  he  had 
said,  many  of  the  subjects  introduced 
into  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  were  not  facts,  but  expres- 
sions of  opinion — for  instance,  as  to  what 
occupations  might  be  hazardous  to  the 
lives  or  morals  of  the  people  engaged  in 
them.     He  (Mr.  Stanhope)  would  prefer 
to  deal  not  with  opinions,    but    with 
facta ;  and  as  regarded  facts,  it  did  seem 
to  him  that  some  Department  ought  to  be 
responsible  for  the  collection  of  statistics 
of  this  nature.    He  might  allude  in  par- 


ticular to  facts  relating  to  the  movement, 
the  distribution,  and  to  the  remuneration 
of  labour;  and  if  those  statistics  were 
accurate  and  exhaustive,   and  if  they 
were  presented  in  an  easily  accessible 
form  for  use,  and  whilo  they  were  still 
fresh,  be  believed  they  would  be  of  very 
great  value  to  the  country.    Ther  would 
be  of  value  not  only  to  those  desiring  to 
study,  either  in  the  present  or  at  any 
future  time,  the  exact  industrial  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  but  also  to  thoae 
desiring  to  embark  capital  in  any  par- 
ticular trade  or  industry;  and,  last  of  all, 
they  would  be   of  great  value  to  the 
people  employed  in  such  trades  or  indus- 
tries.    For  example,  they  heard  a  great 
deal    nowadays    about    the    enormous 
aggregation  of  population  in  our  large 
towns.     No  doubt,    that    had  been    a 
source  of  serious  mischief  lately;  but 
one  of  the  main  causes  of  it  had  been 
the    exaggerated    expectations    as     tj 
wages  that  had  been  held  out.    Nobody 
could  dispute  the  fact  that  men  had  been 
brought  up  by  scores  from  the  country 
to  the  towns,   because  they  had  been 
misled  by  the  nominal  wages,  and  had 
not  realized  the  fact  that  the  emplov- 
ment  they  were  likely  to    get    would 
occupy  only  a  portion  of  their  time,  and 
that  their  nominal  wages  could  never  be 
realized  in  a  permanent  form,  and  would 
be  enormously  below  the  real  wages  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  receive.    But, 
within  certain  limits,  he  agreed  to  the 
fullest  extent  in  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  that  they  should  endeavour 
to  collect  labour  statistics.     In  fact,  he 
had  never  understood  why  the  Statistical 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
not  collected  these  already.    If  he  were 
to  make  a  suggestion  iu  regard  to  the 
proposal,  he  would  say,  as  they  were 
entering  upon   a    new    description    of 
statistics,  they  should  take  care  not  to 
over-weight  the  Department.     The  pro- 
cess at  first  should  be  a  tentative  and 
cautious  one,  and  thoy  should  be  sore  of 
their  materials.    Let  them  net,  by  trying 
to  do  too  much  at  once,  risk  the  failure  of 
the  whole.     Therefore,  he  would  first 
advise  that  they  should  make  use  of  exist- 
ing materials.  There  had  been  inquiries 
held  year  after  year,  the  results  of  whi^h 
were  entombed  in  voluminous  and  for- 
gotten Blue  Books,  and  no  use  whatever 
had  been  made  of  them.    He  was  not 
going  to  blame  the  Statistical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  bot  that 
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l>0|»rtcii«nt  lud  not  hud   und^r  their 
control  a  sufficient   vtafT  for  the   work 
they  had  to  do.    Thor<*  wm,  for  ex  am- 
plo,  an  toquirjr  held  a  number  of  yean 
a^o  into  the  condition  of  the  agricul* 
tural  population,  and  there  were  tnany 
Blue  Book*  an  the  rr auU  of  that  inquiry ; 
hut  nobody   i^ver  reail  tht^m  now,  and 
th««y  wcro  not  oren   alluded  to  in  the 
rec4»ot  debatee  on  tho  subject  of  allot- 
mentii.     In   the  first   plar<\    thon.    the 
Statintical   DtMWirtnient    of   the    B  >ard 
hhould  make  the  fullont  ute  po^i^ible  of 
all  the  material  they  might  hare  under 
thoir  control.     They  had  not  had  suffi- 
cient staff  for  doing  more  than  they  had 
hitherto  done ;  but  that  did  not  afr<»ct 
the  principle  t,f  th«>  pron^iMl.     If  tho 
country  was  to  be  put  to  the  expense  of 
these  Ketum^  of  S4>  exhaustiTe  a  charac- 
ter, they  ought  to  be  made  full  use  of, 
and  the  results  ought  to  be  presented  by 
the  Board  of  Tradi*  in  a  succinct  form. 
He  himself  vcnturtKl  to  s^^nd    to    the 
pap«*rs  a  digt^st   of  statistir«,  collected 
some  years  ago,  on  the  wages  of  the 
agricultural  labourer;  but  that  was  work 
which  ought  to  bo  done  by  sinne  Statis- 
tical  Department   of  thi»   (tovemment 
Then,  might  he  say,  in  the  «*MHind  place, 
that  if  they  were  going  in  f^r  tabulating 
and  systematizing  these  statistic*  they 
ro«|uired  to  have  the  semces  of  men 
thoroughly  sktlhMl  in  such  matters.     II*» 
«|uit«*  agr<»td  al^o  that  they  <Might  to  have 
mon»  new  fart<,  ^limilar  to  tho«e  collected 
in  the  Knit«*d  Stales,  than  they  had  at 
pre^ont  He  waft  %'>rr%'  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, when  h«*  alludfd  in  particular  to  the 
work  being  done  in  the  l*nit«Ml  States  and 
Canada,  di  I  not  giw  any  information  as 
to  the  work  tho«e  bureaux  wrre  doing 
in  those  countries ;    because   it   would 
hara    shown    that    this    waa    not    at 
all  a  simple  matter,  but,  on   the  con* 
trary,  an  exceedingly  difii'^ult  and  c  >m- 
tdiraCed    on<«       The    Krports    of    the 
bureaus  were,  of  course,  m<>«t  intercut- 
ing.  but  thrr  wera  also  exceedingly  im- 
p«'rfiH»t.       T^hcy    procct^lod    al^^i    upon 
wholly  different  lin<««i  in  different  ca^^s.  | 
For  instance,  th<»  U«*porta  of  the  State  | 
of  Connecttrut  stated  quite  frankly  that  | 
they  could  not  g«*t  at  the  fact*,  and  s«> ' 
they   collected   opinions.      One  Re[>ort  ' 
turned  «>n  the  whole  relations  between  , 
capital  and  labour,  and   advised  what  j 
legislation  the  Stata  should  undertake.    | 
Ma.  BRADLAUGU  :  Does  the  right , 
hoo.  GaatlaiBaB  mean  the  whola  Baporia  i 


of  tha  Stata  of  Connecticut,  or  only  the 
Report  for  one  T«»ar  f 
■      Mm.  K  ST aS  HOPE  said,  he  was  un- 
able  to  speak  of  all  the   Reports;  ha 
was   only   illustrating  one  point.       In 
'  the  Report  pre«<*nted   by  tho  State  of 
Pennsylvania,   again,    the  facts   abmt 
labour  wera  prc»«*nt«Hl  in  a  Tery  exi'l- 
lent  way,  h>  far  as  it  went ;  although, 
^  even  in  that  R«)p4>rt,  the  statistics  wcn« 
j  vory   imp«»rfeit,   and   the    difficulty    of 
'  gotting    anything    like    accurate    fa^^is 
;  was  adinitt<Hl.     There  was,  in  fact,  in 
tho  different  Statea  of   America,  groat 
Tariety  in  the  method  of  colh^ting  the 
fact*»  and  in  aetting  forth  the  re<%ults  ob* 
tained.     In  somo  of  the  StatM  they  tried 
t>eollet«t  the  facts  by  making  applica* 
tions  to  employera  and  to  tho  emploved. 
In  some  cas4>s,  the  ana  wera  were  yolun- 
tarily  given ;  but,  in  other  cases,  pres<- 
sura  waa  used  to  com|>el  one  dasf  or  tha 
the  other  to  give  tha  information  which 
the  State  re<|uired.     Then  there  wa«  a 
whole  class  of  cases  where  the  inquiries 
ware  made,  at   enormous  exp4«nse,   by 
special  agnnts  sent  abdut  the  country, 
without  whom,  it  was  aaid,  the  State 
would  not  b4»  able  to  gi»t  the  facts.     In 
his  opinion,  with  that  enormous  variety 
of  examples  befon*  them,  it  would  ba 
wise  that  the  Hou«e  sh^iuld  proc4*ed  ten* 
tatively ;  and  he  believed  the  be^  couraa 
the  HouN«  could  adopt  would  ba  to  ap- 
point a  S«»lert  i  \»mmittee  for  the  Purp<ieo 
of  invaatiftrating  all  thes4*  various Rejiorts, 
and  cH>nsid«*ring  th(«  means  1>y  which  they 
c«nild  obtain  the  statistics  they  re<|aima. 
Th<>  Reports  to  whi<*h  he  had  b*en  al- 
luding wore  very  little  known  in  thia 
c«mntry.     lie  doubtfd  whether  12  Mem- 
here  of  that  House  had  ev«»r  read  any  4»f 
them ;  and  the  whole  •lubject  waa  anch 
that  ha  felt  certain  that  it  would  l>awisa 
that,  instead  of  trusting  to  a  l>epart« 
amit,  th«»y  should  inquir<».  by  m«*ans  of 
a  <^>mmitte4^   whst  would  l>e  the  bc^st 
•  sy  of  gi  (ting  the  labour  statistics  of 
this  country.     Ha  must  sjy  hm  that  ha 
had  been  encourage >  1  to  hop<»  that  the 
hon.  Memb^'r  for    Northampton  would 
have  agm**!  with  his  Am«*ndmant,  as  ho 
certainly  und«*rst<MMl  from  oommonica« 
tions  that  had  passed  b«-tween  them. 

Ma.  BRADL\rOH  said,  that  thara 
waa  a  proviso  contained  in  tha  cotnaani* 
cation  r«*ferrad  to  that  if  certain  worda 
ware  withdrawn  ha  Mr.  Bradlangh) 
woold  agrea  with  tha  Amaadaant ;  bat 
thoaa  worda  ware  oot  withdrawn. 
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Mb.  E.  stanhope  said,  be  had 
withdrawn  them,  and  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  look  at  the  Amendment  he 
would  Bee  that  it  was  exactly  in  accord- 
ance with  that  which  the  hon.  Member 
agreed  to.  That  beiug  so,  he  was  sur- 
prised that  the  hon.  Member  had  op- 
posed the  Select  Committee  which  he 
nad  stated  he  desired  to  have.  However 
that  might  be,  he  was  certain  the  House 
did  not  desire  to  proceed  in  the  dark  ; 
that  they  would  enter  on  a  new  field  of 
inquiry  with  that  caution  which  charac- 
terized all  their  proceedings  in  England; 
and  that  they  would  be  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  views  he  had  put  forward,  and 
with  which  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton also  expressed  his  willingness  to 
accept — that  there  should  be  an  inquiry 
by  a  Select  Committee,  rather  than  to 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  as  at 

$  resent  before  the  House.  The  hon. 
[ember  said  that  his  (Mr.  Stanhope's) 
Amendment  would  involve  delay.  He 
did  not  believe  that  it  would.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  Committee  should 
not  sit  at  once,  or  that  it  should  sit  long. 
The  results  of  its  inquiry  would  be  that 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  be  armed  with  a  Report  which 
would  enable  him  to  come  down  to  Par- 
liament and  ask  for  that  additional  pro- 
Tision,  in  the  shape  of  money,  which 
would  undoubtedly  be  required  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  object  which 
they  all  desired  to  attain.  Some  hon. 
Members  had  asked  him  why  he  had 
limited  his  proposal  to  the  United  King- 
dom, and  had  not  included  the  Colonies. 
His  only  reason  for  that  was  that  he 
had  been  given  to  understand  that  6teps 
had  been  taken  in  this  country  to  obtain 
statistics  relating  to  labour  in  the  Colo- 
nies. If,  however,  there  was  any 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  House 
that  the  Select  Committee  should  also 
inquire  as  to  labour  statistics  in  the 
Colonies,  he  should  be  heartily  glad  to 
accede  to  any  proposal  that  might  be 
made  to  extend  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  that  direction.  He  would  now 
move  the  Amendment  of  which  he  had 
given  Notice. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL,  in  seconding 
the  Amendment,  said,  that,  as  repre- 
senting a  oonsiderable  industrial  consti- 
tuency, he  had  listened  with  pleasurable 
surprise  to  the  announcement  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  proposed  the  Mo- 
tion (Mr.  Brmdlaugh),  and  he  entirelj 


agreed  in  the  object  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  immediately  before  him. 
It  was  a  hard  case  that  the  working 
men  of  this  country  should  have  to  col- 
lect, as  best  they  might,  information  re- 
lating to  the  price  of  labour,  to  the  con- 
ditions of  their  occupation,  and  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  lived ; 
while  the  great  capitalists  had  before 
them  the  Beports  of  GoTomment  De- 
partments to  guide  them  in  the  course  of 
their  industry.  If  there  was  one  thins 
which  commended  itself  to  his  mind 
more  than  another  it  was  the  declaration 
which  bad  been  made  to  the  House  that 
individual  endeavour  still  lived.  He 
hoped  it  would  continue  to  live  in  this 
country,  and  that  they  might  rely  in 
every  section  of  the  community  upon  in- 
dividual enterprize  instead  of  upon  the 
faltering  hand  of  the  State.  When  he 
found  there  was  such  a  diflBculty  in  pre- 
paring the  Census,  which  was  only  made 
once  in  10  years  with  the  greatest  care 
and  at  the  greatest  cost,  he  felt  quite 
certain  that  if  the  Report  was  to  be 
made  yearly  or  monthly  there  would  be 
very  great  difficulty  in  giving  the  work- 
ing man  that  reliable  information  fur 
his  guidance  to  which  he  was  fully  en- 
titled. Another  difficulty  was  the  prompt 
issue  of  the  Report ;  for  unless  it  was 
promptly  issued  it  would  confer  no 
benefit.  He  did  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  was  quite  aware  of  the  infor- 
mation which  had  been  already  collected. 
The  subject  was  far  more  complex  than 
the  hon.  Member  seemed  to  imagine^ 
and  that  was  confirmed  by  the  Reports 
which  had  been  presented  from  Consuls 
abroad,  which  contained  particulars  very 
carefully  collected  of  great  value ;  and 
he  had  been  informed  by  a  friend  of  his, 
a  Consul  abroad,  that  so  complicated 
were  the  researches  they  had  to  make, 
that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  arrivo 
at  a  conclusion  of  a  satisfactory  cha- 
racter. He  sincerely  hoped  that  many 
other  occasions  might  arise  when  there 
would  be  full  accord  between  both  sides 
of  the  House  on  the  labour  question. 
He  confessed  himself  that  he  had  alwavs 
felt  from  hisoarliest  days  that  the  work- 
ing man  was  entitltnl  to  as  mach  consi- 
deration in  the  House  with  regard  to 
that  labour  which  was  his  capitid  as  the 
wealthiest  man  waa  with  regard  to  thot 
financial  fortune  which  waa  his  canital 
and  main  resource.  He  claimed  for  hon. 
Members  on  the  Opposition  aide  of  the 
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of  th«  hon.  Momher  for  Northiimptnn  |  Hoan!  of  Trt<l«;  nni  ♦"•rtolnly  I  wat 
.  .Nf  r.  Bracllaugh  .  rou  will  impit^M  the  i  •urpri^fHl  at  th<»  unwarrantisi  and  un- 
working  claimoa  of  the  country  with  tho    warrantaMi*   attack  mado  on  tho  nght 


i<li>a  that  yoo  moan  basincM  and  not 
mere  talk. 

Mr.  LAN E :  i^lr,  I  hare  for  manr  yottr^ 
)»4»t>n  a  rloM«  iittid<»ntof  lnlK>ur  stAtiHticM, 
and  I  am  one  of  tho^e  f««w  M««mh(*ni  to 
wh<»m  tho  hon.  Member  for  Northamp- 
ton (Mr.  Hradlati^h'  n*forrcd  an  ro<«*ir- 
iiig  rogulnrly  tho  H4»port«  of  tho  Wash- 
ington Oovornment,  which  incltido  the«t« 
»t«ti(ttic.t.    I  am  auqiriiHHl  at  (}t»ntl<*ni'*n 
who  haro  spoken  thin  evonin^  i»howing 
such   a  d<«plorablo   ignoranm    on   thin 
great   auhjci't — ignoranct*  with   rt»g«rd 
to    dfH^uux'nta    publi0h««(l    by    For«Mgn 
CfforommonUi  on  tho  auhjoc^t  of  labour, 
and  in  tho  int(*r««^ts  of  tho  trade,  com- 
merce, and  manufactun*^  of  tho  irnit«*d 
StatoA.     On  ono  (N^ca^ton,  wh<*n  I  had 
tho  pririlogo,  nn  I  may  call  it,  of  baring 
lMM>n  Rutumonod  to  give  ovideuco  bofore 
the  i>uko  of  Kichm«»nd*0  Oymminsion, 
haTiiig  brought  with  me  to  supfmrt  my 
rvidonco  ft>mo  publications  of  the  Sta- 
tifttical  Ituroau  of  tho  Tnito^l  Stiiten.  I 
wan   v«  ry   much   eurpriMMl   to   »*hi   tho 
r«>mpl*  trt  iiftioraoco  on  tho  ptrt  of  Mom- 
bcra  of  th«*  i*omrai«*»ion  with  r»'^ard  to 
th<<v»  puMi'  a*ii>nR.     I  wni  U^t  year  al^) 
a  witnr*fi  b<*f'>ro  tbt»  S<»!»"t  r.»mtiiit!»'o 
of  this  ilou«e  which  itif|uircd  into  tho 
Iri^h    Imluntrien.    boforo   whi«h   it  W4« 
n«'C-*«^iry  to  prt>du**o  •'>me  of  tho*o  pub 
lirati'iu*.  and  on   t'lat  r'>mMiitt««o,  «ith 
t*io  cxcoptum  of  a  (iontli'iuin  n  »t  now  in 
thii»    lloii^i*,    who    n ' proton t«Ml    Publin 
t'itr,  I  did  not  find  nnv  Monibfr*  oun* 
V(r«ant  with  tho  i*xt«*nt  t>  whi«*h  utttis- 
tirnl    iiifiirmation    ia   auppli<d    by  tho 
rhito<l  Stat«*4  <ro\ornuiont.     So  fur,  Hir, 
an  i  haro  b«*on  ablo  to  fuUi>w  the  dobnte 


hon.  Oontloman   by   tho   hon.  Mcm!>er 
who  pr«  rocbnl  me ;  br«rau<(n  it  muit  bn  in 
the  exporionco  of  Momberii  who  ha>e 
Mit  in  this  House  for  a  numb<*r  of  yrara 
that,  whonoTor  tho  right  hon.  Oontlemaa 
d«>alt  with  compliratod  c|uo4tif>ns  of  thia 
kind,    ho    ahowod.    aa    ho    haa    done 
thia  orening,  a  thorough  graap  of  the 
<«ubjiHt.      I   think  there  are  Tory  few 
branchea  of  this  <|U<*Mion  of  which  the 
right  hon.  <font?ofnan  did  not  ahow  that 
bo  had  a  full  mid  thorough  apprr<  iation. 
Sir,  I  think  tho  IIou^o  will  mako  a  Terr 
grt»nt  miatake  if  it  accopta  the  Amonff- 
inont  propound  by  tho  right  hon.  Uontlo- 
man  on  tho  Front  Op|>o»ition  Bench.     I 
should  not  have  Tonlurrd  to  stand  up  in 
thia  rommitt'^e,  after  what  haa  boon  aaid 
by  tho  right  hon.  Gvntloman  (Mr.  Mun* 
dolla  ,  wore  it   not  that  I  think  it  no* 
co<«»ary  to  improM  u|Min  him  the  rital 
nocfs^ity   of   baring,    in   any   iktatiatica 
which  ho  mny  i:l\o  us.  informati<*n  as  to 
tlio  lAl>oar  atati^tics  of  f«»n>ign  countrioa. 
That  is  a  |V)int  wbirh  I  think  haa  not 
bo»«n  touch^il  up'»n  by  other  aj»oakora  in 
tho  ourse  of  this  d»bn»o;    and  if  the 
Mo?i  m  of  tho  h^n.  M«'nibor  for  N«»rth- 
irnp*on  is  an  *»pt«-l  in  ita  pr«»«ont  fi>nu, 
It  do.>4  not  bind  tho  I>f|Mtrtm«*nt  to  fur* 
ni^h   tha*  informatio'i.  bniu^o  it  do  a 
n*»t   in<l'ido  the  words  •*  f.»r'»»gfi  coun- 
t  io*.**     Well.  Sir,  I  would  indudo  fo- 
n-i^n  MJUMtri'^s  and  t*n»  C\ilMnios.     This 
•pi«'%tion  of  lab  »'ar  ^tatiMi'M  in  really  not 
a  labouring- min*a  question  alone;  it  ia 
a  quoation   which  concerns  the  whole 
fvioimunity.     It  is  a  question  which  im* 
m<*  I  intoly  concerns  th'^ctin^tituen'^y  of  the 
hon.  Mombrr  for  Northampt  m.  whi<'h 


of  this  oroning — and  I  hare  done  im)  rery    is  a  gn*tt  mnu'ifarturing  c<>n<»tituon<yy 


tind  it  alv>  in  lirtN'tly  ci>nccrns  tho  (oa< 
^titueu'^y  which  I  hare  tho  h  mour  to 
roproM»nt  'J '.irk  t'otinty,  Kvt  ,  whiih  la 
not  on««  of  tho  nunufacturtng  con»ti»u- 
♦•n*  \o%  in  IroUnd ;  and  w«»ro  it  not  for 
th  it  I  ihould  not  htve  intcrvt»n«*d  iu  this 


clo%*>ly — I  have  not  pen  ••iviHl  t'lat  any 
hon.  M«*iii)tf  r  ia  awar«»  of  tho  f.tct 
thftt  tho  FtsbTal  tiivcmnjofit  publ  •ht  % 
th<«M*  statistHN  ni>t  only  of  tho  I'nit^d 
S'at«'<,  but  f  >r  f»»n  i^n  C')untri»'s  a!***. 
Tho  hon.  MfHibcr  hn^,  in  my  «>pinii>n. 
introlii^d  ono  of  thi>  mo«t  i-np  rt- I  doSito,  which,  up  t  >  tho  pr'*«ont  t.m**, 
nut  •ii*»j«'<!s  tliat  h.'i\»'  coMio  b"!oro  ,  hn*  boon  *u*tiin««*l  by  Kri,;!  -h  M«»iub«r* 
th.««  Hou'«'«  for  a  1  >n;r  ti'a\  iind  h*-  h.i«.  only.  We  all  kji'»w  —  it  is  a  iii4!t«'r 
111  tho  (oiinu*  of  his  i«*niiirk«,  r'^f'-rro.!  to  wh  i  \  ha^  la»#»!y  b«»on  br<»«>cSt  \*^t\'  un- 
tho  »ia!ii>ti(A  of  tho  >taton  of  I  iirioiHaU'l  '  plc.%*antly  un«b'r  our  n  M-o— that  manu- 
Mu^Mi-hti*«it«.  1  iau«t  ft  IV  thit  1  was  •  In- tur«*n  and  trado  in  tMts  countrr  htro 
r4>ry  glad  to  <ib«i  r%o  tho  ppint  in  wh;<  h  <o'no  down  to  a  v«*r)  b>w  pitint.  It  h.i« 
tho  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mciilnr  for  l^^on  rushing  to  at '  tax  f«tr  a  vorr  o»'i<; 
Northampt4>n  was  received  by  the  right ',  timo  pnst^I  miy  almost  aay  it  has 
h>n.   Gontleoian  the  President  of   the    rea(*hed  its  climax  already,  b**catiae  I  d<i 
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not  see  how  it  can  go  any  lower  without 
some  accession  to  the  forces  which  have 
brought  it  about,  which  at  present  are  not 
discernible.  Owing  to  the  great  depres- 
sion of  trade,  there  has,  of  course,  been 
a  fall  in  the  prices  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce, which  is  necessarily  concerned. 
This  question  has  been  already  very 
forcibly  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House,  and  I  think  we  should  continue 
to  give  it  our  most  serious  consideration. 
We  have  at  the  present  moment,  by  the 
grace  of  the  new  Government,  a  Boyal 
Commission  on  the  Depression  of  Trade. 
Now,  Sir,  I  imagine  that  the  work  of 
that  Commission  would  only  be  half 
done  if  it  did  not,  by  some  means  or 
other,  endeavour  to  ascertain  what  is 
the  cause  of  depression  in  several 
branches  of  English  trade  at  home,  and 
come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  what  is  ope- 
i:ating  against  English  trade  and  manu- 
factures. The  question  of  wages  and  the 
state  of  trade  in  countries  which  are 
competing  with  Great  Britain  in  foreign 
markets,  and  closing  our  factories  at 
home,  I  need  not  say  is  one  of  the  very 
greatest  importance.  I  think  we  should 
not  bo  asked  to  come  to  conclusions  upon 
one-sided  evidence.  If  we  are  asked, 
as  I  expect  we  may  possibly  bo  asked, 
to  decide  what  is  wrong  with  the  English 
manufacturing  trades,  and  how  that 
wrong  state  of  affairs  is  to  be  remedied, 
we  cannot  do  that  without  sufficient 
dat%  as  to  the  state  of  wages  and  the 
state  of  the  markets  of  different  coun- 
tries; and,  therefore,  Sir,  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  has  so  will- 
ingly promised  this  information,  that 
he  will  include  in  the  Ketums  to  be 
made  information  in  reference,  not  alone 
to  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  but 
to  Germany,  France,  Belgium,  and  the 
United  States.  Of  course,  I  include  the 
Colonies  already  suggested ;  and  I  think, 
if  we  have  information  from  these  coun- 
tries in  addition  to  our  own,  that  we 
shall  have  bufficiont  data  upon  which  we 
may  be  able  to  come  to  a  conclusion. 
Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said, 
and  very  properly  said,  that  it  will  be 
very  difficult  to  ascertain  exactly  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  labour  in  dif- 
ferent countries  and  in  different  markets. 
I  perfectly  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  that  opinion ;  but,  Sir, 
the  information  is  so  vitally  important 
to  this  country  that  we  should  not  be  de- 
barred from  seeking  for  it  because  it  may 

Mr.  Lane 


be  difficult  to  obtain.  Then,  Sir,  I  would 
press  on  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  in  getting  information 
from  foreign  countries,  it  should  be  re- 
membered by  his  agents  that  the  times 
of  commercial  prosperity  and  depression 
are  not  always  coincident  in  different 
countries,  and,  therefore,  that  the  state 
of  the  labour  market  and  the  rate  of 
wages  paid  vary.  I  think,  also,  that 
we  should  have  information  as  to  the 
hours  of  labour,  the  cost  of  living,  and 
whether  the  labourers  are  paid  by  day 
or  piece  work,  as  well  as  upon  other 
points  bearing  upon  the  subject.  With 
regard  to  the  means  of  obtaining  this 
information,  it  has  been  suggested  that 
it  should  be  got  together  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  by  the  Consuls  through 
the  Foreign  Office.  When  the  informa* 
tion  has  been  obtained  through  these 
Departments,  I  think  it  will  be  very 
easy  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
put  it  into  a  shape  that  will  be  conve- 
nient as  a  vade  meeum  to  all  those  who 
want  information  on  this  subject.  In 
conclusion,  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  be  good  enough  to  say 
that  he  will  try  to  ascertain  these  data 
as  to  labour  in  foreign  countries,  as  well 
as  in  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  As  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  are  prepared  to  un- 
dertake the  very  great  responsibility  of 
providing  statistics,  although  I  believo 
many  hon.  Gentlemen  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  statistics  they  propose  to  give, 
I  shall  not  put  the  House  to  the  trouble 
of  a  division  upon  my  Amendment. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  :  I  have  distinoUy 
stated  that  we  intend  to  utilize  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Consular  Service  in  order  to 
obtain  statistics  of  the  labour  market 
abroad. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mthdramn. 

Main  Question  put. 

Resolred,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Hoai#, 
immcdiiiie  •t<)|>s  »honld  be  tflken  to  enmrs  in 
thUGoaotry  the  fall  nnd  accurate  collection  and 
publication  of  Labour  StatisUca. 

TOWN  HOLDINGS. 

MOTION  FOB  A   SELECT  COMXTTTXE. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  beg  to  more  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee — 

**  To  inquire  into  the  tcrmi  of  nccupation  and 
the  compensation  for  improTemente  poaeMed 
by  the  occupien  of  town  boaaes  and  boidingi  in 
Qraat  Britain  and  Inland." 
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Tho  o1»i<H-t  1  htTO  in  vi<*w  ia  the  oc»H©c. 
tifin  of  iufonnAtioD  uiH>n  which  ttteful 
loKi^lfttion  can  b*  bai^i'd.  Tho  H<>um» 
n  ill  n^momber  that  I  introduot^a  a  liill 
on  thin  i»»ibj«Tt  aome  timo  ago,  and  which 
waa  only  njtntod  by  ••iKht  votc»«,  anU 
whrn  I  moTed  for  a  Committw^  in  tho 
lii*t  Parlianii^nt  my  Motion  waa  only  rc- 
j*H  tcMl  bv  ono  vote.  Th«»  GoTornroont  on 
that  oc<Ii«»ion  then  wiid  that  thoy  did  not 
liko  to  giro  mo  a  Committee  aoltly  for 
Irf»land  on  a  eubjoct  which  waa  w|ually 
intorcMinjr  t>  (inat  Hriuin.  I  think. 
however,  that  that  difficulty  ho*  now 
bt'^^n  overcome,  for  the  House  will  re- 
menilior  that  wh«  n  my  hon.  Friend  thf 
Member  for  North  Mavo  (Mr.  <Mlly 
moved  hia  Bill  upon  the  aubji^t,  tho 
other  day,  tho  whoh*  liberal  Party  rof^a* 
one  man  andtign^Ml  to  the  princijdo,  and 
then  tho  Oovcrnni«»nt  /^onM^nttHi  to  th«» 
app«»intment  of  a  Comraittee  to  innuitf* 
into  th»»  wholo  mattor  an  rcjrariln  iHith 
Great  Hrit.iin  and  Ireland.  I  expect. 
thert«f«>ro,  lor»»coive  Mipiwrt  for  thia  Mi»- 
tion  not  <inly  fn)m  b«-lo:r  the  Gangway 
on  th«»  1/1'oral  i*ide.  but  fn»m  tho  whih* 
Lib<ml  Party.  A*  to  th«>  ^ubj»»*t  it^lf 
it*  im|Hirtanii«  cnnnt»t  b**  rxa;:i»oriit'»<l. 
an<l  it  ran  har.lly  bo  r»-\H»ci|  by  |k»*.j»1o 
who  ai»»  ni»l  famil.ur  with  thi*  mu»t«'r, 
how  dilforfut  wi»  are  c*n'um*tan''«d  in 
re^piM  t  of  this  qui*nti«»n  to  jh  f>|ib«  in  <^m- 
tinontal  cti'intri*'^.  If  h<ui.  M«'nibor^ 
r«'.id  th»»  Blue  \\*i  \%  thoy  will  find 
aniplo  inr«rninti<»n  on  tho  tiholo  ^ub- 
jift.  Th' y  will  l:!il  thiit  in  niMnt  <*)n- 
tint'ntal  ct>untri«»^|>«Hij»!o  Urr  in  fr»  •  h  »ld 
h«»ii4«v« — <, .  rt  liulv  in  0«  rmnnv  and  Itnlv, 
Tht»  i*ani»»  prln«  ipio  pn>viiiU  t->  a  gr«-ol 
e\t«'nt  aN)  in  Fnuu  •».  and  ahh«»n;:h 
th«'ri>  it  i«»  not  unireraal  it  will  !»•»  n*'»n 
thiit  wo  are  in  (}uit«*  an  exceptional  po»i- 
ti<»n.  and  Ictnittnd  that  an  in«itiiry  into 
the  Htibj<H*t  \m  n  t  onir  a  man-  r  of 
exp#Ml"«noy,  but  of  J!i*»ti.o.  That  i^  t»> 
aay,  thiit  whin  a  t«'i.ant  hii4  impmrol 
hid  hou*o  h«'  i*»  outltl*"!  to  rim|M*n«ati  .n 
in  rt»«p«*ct  t>  luch  tnipn»T<*iii> ')t«  at  tho 
end  of  hi^  ti'nancr.  1  th«  rofuri*  b  ij  t-> 
movo  for  thi*  (^)almit*i'>,  mhi'^h  1  think 
will  bo  Tory  rabiablrt  to  o  oupl*  r«  and 
tonnnt<t  of  hou«o4  in  t«>«na.  and  will 
not,  I  think,  be  dt'trinieotal  to  tho  pro- 
pri<»tora. 

Motion  mido,  an  I  Q!i«'*ti'>n  pr  'p  *••  I. 

•' Tfut  •  S  !«•  I  ^'•■mriiiltf'^  ^"'  •!«,    i'»t«»l    't 
h>'{'iiri-  into  thr  Unat  of  *-     i\»\U  -n  %uA  th« 
cvaipvaa»twii   fur  koipcvvfraMoU  IumimuI  h} 


thr  (« •-ti|>i«  rt  of  tn«n  b«Mi«r«  4ti't  bill  t»nir*  IB 
(Snut  Untun  anU  In  Un<i  *  "      ' W  «#/  .V#/4«  ) 

Thk  SKCHI-rr.VKY  or  STATE  r..H 
TiiK  HoMK  UKPAUTMKNT  Mr. 
(*iiit.i»t.H^  :  Th<«  Motion  of  tho  hon.  and 
gallant  (ffontloman  ia  cortainly  in  actonl- 
anc^  with  tho  promise  which  waa  mado 
bv  tho  Prime  Minintor  on  tho  M(»tiun 
that  a  Bill  on  the  aubjrct  should  l>e  read 
a  f»ocond  time.  The  right  hon.  ilentlo- 
man  tho  IVimo  Mini^tor  aaid  that  tho 
(fovertiment  would  airro<*  to  the  app)int- 
mont  of  a  Committi***.  Tho  GoTt*rnmont 
aro  prepariMl  to  adhoro  to  that  promi^o, 
and,  thorffore,  thoy  will  aup|>ort  this 
Motion.  I  have  only  to  iMiy  that  it  muat 
bo  nndon«t4M>d  that  tho  innuiry  by  tho 
<*onimitteo  muat  not  travel  beyond  tho 
prori«o  temia  of  the  Koforenre,  and  that 
it  w  ill  be  no  part  of  tho  i  \>nimittoo'^  duty 
to  con  aider  the  aubjoct  of  loa«ohold  en* 
franchi<»ement,  which  waa  a|Miken  of  on 
tho  Bill  referrrd  to,  but  which  ia  not  in- 
clud«Hl  in  tho  Kof<'r«»uco  to  thia  (Vni* 
niittoo.  That  Mubjt<t  will  have  ti>  bo 
dtalt  with  in  a  apet^ifie  mnnnor,  and, 
thort'fore,  in  a««onting  to  tho  apfHiint- 
ment  of  thi%  r-inimittee,  the  (tovtrn* 
ment  <»nly  intend  to  af'^'-nt  to  tho  pro- 
ciM'  mnttors  whiih  aro  menli«>nod  in  the 
Motion. 

8iH  R.  ASSIIKTON  CUnSS:  It  ia 
vory  ovidont  that  tho  IIou*o  in  detor* 
mined  to  obtain  a  groat  dotil  of  informa- 
tion on  a  va<«t  variMy  of  tuhjin  tn ;  but 
if  wo  go  on  npp*»iutiii^  (\>mmtttt« «  n% 
ra])idly  aa  wo  hi«vt<  dtino  d'lring  tho  la^t 
f«*w  dara  there  wiU  (»Min  bo  vorv  f«*w 
MombMra  b»ft  wh'i  aro  not  aemng  on 
one  (\)nimitt<H«  or  another,  and  what 
will  be«x)mo  of  tho  Grand  <^>mmitto4»% 
whon  tho  timoarriveo  for  thi*m  to  bo  ap- 
pointed, I  cannot  say.  What  hi*!  fallen 
fn>m  tho  right  h<>n.  G«*ntloman  ia  not 
iiuito  cloar.     Thia  if  a  Motion — 

••T«i  tn  i'lif  tnt  » lh»*  t*»rm«  -if  ■  'ijiili  'fi  »n  I 
t^'    (    ti<;<*fk*iii  o   f  if   iti.,.rti«  (la  t.t*  }>  •%m  »•    1 

4»rr»t  ilraUm  au'l  InUn4," 

whit'h  ia  clearly  undor«tK>d  to  mean  one 
partit'ular  thing,  but  i^i  not  to  bounder- 
a^HMl  1 1  bo  arMne  other  thing  which  will 
dearly  come  withiu  tho  wonU  of  tho 
Kofi  n»nro.  and  if  t^ioy  are  allow***!  to 
»t.ind  aa  thoy  aro  I  do  not  aoo  how  the 
C*ommittoo  or  th<t  (Soforniuent  can  pr-*- 
Vfit  tho  que^'ion  of  |ea*4'hold  enfran- 
I  chi««mont  being  io«|uire«l  into.  Whe- 
ther it  ia  right  or  whether  it  ia  wrong 
thai   loaAohold  •nfraoduaamaoi  ahoald 
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be  inquired  into — if  these  are  the  terms 
upon  which  a  Committee  is  to  be  granted, 
I  think  that  the  Ooyernment  will  find 
themselves  in  a  difficulty  if  they  are  to 
stick  to  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  said.  Then,  what  I  want  to  know  is 
who  is  to  limit  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  ? 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
give  us  some  assurance  that  some  Mem- 
ber of  the  Gt>Yernment  will  be  put  on 
the  Committee  to  guide  it  into,  and 
confine  it  to,  those  channels  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  alluded  to. 
Therefore,  I  hope  that  there  will  be 
some  more  discussion  than  has  taken 
place,  and  that  there  will  be  some  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government— the  Home  Se- 
cretary himself,  or  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  would,  perhaps,  be  the 
most  suitable  Member — placed  upon  the 
Committee.  But,  at  any  rate,  I  think 
the  matter  should  have  some  further 
consideration  by  the  Government  before 
the  Committee  is  granted. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  William  Harooubt)  :  I 
think  it  is  only  fair  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  prepared  to  place  upon 
this  Committee  a  Member  of  Uie  Go- 
vernment who  will  influence,  as  far  as 
he  can  properly  do  so,  the  course  of  the 
inquiries.  So  far  I  can  give  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir  R.  Assheton 
Cross)  the  assurance  he  asks  for.  I  agree 
very  much  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, also,  that  we  are  granting  our  Com- 
mittees too  fast.  We  are  only  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Session,  and  if  we 

S)  on  at  this  rate  we  shall  not  have  any 
embers  left.  If,  however,  there  is  a 
limited  number  of  Members  in  the 
House  there  is  another  body  which  is 
still  more  limited  in  numbers,  and  that 
is  the  Government.  It  may  be,  there- 
fore, that  if  we  attempt  to  put  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government  on  all  of  those 
Committees  the  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment will  be  exhausted  first.  In 
regard  to  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  said,  I  think  that  this  Refer* 
cnce  is  mainly  a  Reference  dealing  with 
compensation  for  improvements,  and 
that  is  the  subject  which  will  be  dealt 
with. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
I  think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  answered  the  question  which  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South- 
west Lancashire  (SirR.  Asdieton  Cross) 
raised.  The  point  of  the  debate  the  other 
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day  was  this— that  the  tenants  of  town 
houses  in  Ireland  should  have  the  same 
advantages  as  the  tenants  of  land,  and 
should  receive  compensation  for  their 
improvements.  Now,  the  essence  of  the 
leasehold  system  under  which  many 
houses  in  English  towns  are  held  is  that 
there  shall  be  no  compensation  for  im- 
provements, because  the  land  was  let  on 
building  leases,  and  the  tenant  is  sup- 
posed to  receive  alt  the  advantages  ne- 
cessary in  the  low  rent  which  he  paid. 
Such  being  the  case,  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
refer  the  question  of  tenancies  in  towns 
to  a  Committee  which  will  consider  com- 
pensation for  improvements,  but  not  the 
relation  between  building  lessees  and 
ground  landlords.  That  appears  to  me 
to  be  like  the  play  of  Ilamlei  with 
Hamlet  left  out.  I  cannot  see  that  what 
has  been  said  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sir  William  Haroourt) 
is  in  accord  with  what  has  fallen  from 
the  Home  Secretary  (Mr.  Childers),  and 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  shall  have 
some  further  explanation. 

Mb.  mark  STEWART  said,  the 
terms  of  the  Reference  were  not  clear. 
He  understood  that  the  occupation  of 
town  holdings  was  meant;  but,  to  an 
ordinary  mind,  the  occupation  of  '^  town 
holdings"  meant  something  more  than 
^*  town  houses  and  appurtenances." 

Mb.  CHILDERS :  What  I  said  was, 
that  under  this  Reference  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  the  Committee  to  exa- 
mine such  a  proposal  as  the  compulsory 
conversion  of  leaseholds  into  freeholds 
against  the  wish  of  the  landlord.  The 
Committee  will  not  be  able  to  enter  into 
that  matter. 

Mb.  MAGNIAC  :  I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
quite  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
explanation.  I  understand  him  to  say 
that  the  Committee  would  not  be  able  to 
examine  into  the  question  of  the  proper 
amount  of  compensation  a  tenant  should 
be  able  to  get  from  his  landlord  for  his 
improvements.  [Mr.  Cuildebs  :  I  said 
nothing  of  the  sort.]  Well,  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  impossible  to  fix  what 
amount  of  compensation  a  tenant  should 
be  entitled  to  unless  you  examine  into 
the  actual  terms  of  the  tenancy.  I  must 
say  that  this  Reference  is  drawn  in  the 
very  widest  terms.  There  is  nothing  in 
it  which  will  not  allow  the  Committee  to 
consider  anything,  and  I  think  that  in 
granting  this  Committee  we  should  see 
that  we  are  not  oreatiDg  new  precedents 
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of  A  d«n|^ofou«  charaottr.  It  it  in]>o«> 
■ibU  to  forget  that  tbtt  rommiUo«  wss 
brought  about  bj  a  Bill  which  contatOMl 
ooe  of  tho  wideat  olauses  erer  brought 
!>rfora  thi*  Houm*  ;  aad  hera  we  have  a 
Keferonca  to  a  Committee  without  aaT 
rmtriction  whateTor  of  tho  hmguago  of 
that  maaaiue.  It  reallj  appears  %»}  me 
that  this  matter  is  to  be  thrown  down  to 
a  Commtttoo  to  be  worried  on  a  fore- 
gone coDclu^ioo,  and  I  think  that  in 
this  matter  the  OoTemmeot  is  not  act« 
ing  fairlj  to  tho  House.  There  was  no 
Member  of  the  Government  who  spoke 
on  the  Bill  the  other  day,  including  the 
Prime  Minister,  who  did  not  magnifr 
the  principles  of  it,  and  none  of  them 
ezpreaiKHl,  except  in  the  wident  torms, 
the  extent  to  which  it  wi>uld  go.  I  do 
think  that  if  tho  Ooromment  intend  to 
grant  the  Committee  thej  should  have 
t«ken  the  matter  up  themselvsa,  and 
that  thov  should  have  made  themselves 
responsible  to  the  House  and  the  coun* 
try  for  it.  I  make  no  complaint  against 
the  hon.  and  gallant  MemtH*r  who  has 
moved  the  Resolution.  The  subjcn^t  is 
his  own,  and  he  has  always  treatc^l  it  in 
a  mild  and  bu»in«*AS-liko  manner.  1  have 
been  surpri<M>d,  howevt*r,  that  such  dan- 
gerous  principal  should  come  from  so 
mitd  an  hon.  Ucntl«>man.  The  mild* 
nr^M  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  (Gentleman's 
language  has  had  its  advantA^es  aa  far 
AS  he  'm  ronccrned ;  but.  at  tho  same 
time,  I  do  think  that  it  is  tho  duty  of 
the  Uovomtuent  to  pay  a  little  more 
n»gard  to  that  p<)«>r  and  almost  forgotten 
9^  ionct*  cutlcKi  political  economy,  and  the 
interests  of  the  country,  than  they  have 
on  this  ocrA«ion. 

Ua.  8K.\Ti)N  :  The  (fovemment, 
after  considerable  consideration,  have 
entered  into  a  deliberate  arrangi»ment 
on  this  subject;  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  s|>4*«rh  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
hss  just  sat  d(>«n  Mr.  Msirniac)  would 
have  b4»«>n  more  relrvant  if  he  had  do* 
livt*re<i  it  last  W4*dneM]av.  I  do  not  ' 
know,  however,  that  it  is  ths  duty  of  an 
hon.  MemlMT,  when  th«*  Government  has 
4nten«d  into  a  snlfinn  arrangement,  t  > 
come  down  to  this  Hous4«  and  try  to  grt 
th<'m  to  u|>set  it.  If  only  the  mind  of 
the  hon  M«uiher,  with  his  antique  idea* 
of  p  ilitii'sl  econ  >my.  were  oonsulu-d, 
there  would  probably  be  no  (\>mmittees 
at  all.  I  amaure  that  the  Government 
will  arranire  the  comps>sition  of  the  Com* 
auttee  ao  toat  aothang  very  rwvoltttioaaiy 


will  be  likely  to  eome  from  it;  and  I 
submit  reapectfuUy  that  unless  these 
two  questions  are  left  in  the  terms  of 
Reference » namely,  the  t«*rmB  of  on*u- 
pation  and  comt>ensation  for  improve* 
ments,  there  will  be  nothing  left  to  in- 
quire into.  They  are  the  eesential  ele* 
ments.  Take  them  away  and  there  is 
nothing  left ;  and  I,  therefore,  appeal 
to  the  Government  to  carry  out  their 
previous  undertaking. 

Motion  •$reti  h. 

ADJofUNMKNT. 

Motion  made,  and  Uui^^tiou,  '*Thnt 
this  House  do  now  adjourn,'*  —  Mr. 
LibQuc^ffft) — put,  and  n^r^fdu. 

UosM  sdjminMd  st  s  qosrt^^ 
sflsr  Oas  o'cl«lu 


HOTT8E    OP    COMMONS, 
fTfJHfsdity,   '<ird  Marck,  1886. 


PriiLir  HiiL«  —  t>r4fTtd  -  /*trtf  titm4*n.f  -- 
K.nmsh  Kundt*  (l-'i).  DmwiMHil  Porvnns 
^l»t«corrrT  and  Int^mwnt^*  i'l.M\  l*«rlw« 
Bw^tAry  Kram  )■  im*  '  I .'  I  ] .  ( ^>p%  nicht  Works 
of  Kinr  \H  •:;*..  V  ti  .nt  far  I^-M  il.w 
mitAti<n' *  'l-''»  .  ('..o«»t%'.  iBg  (^•iUao*!) 
AH.  \<%,  Am.n.|mfnt»    I:T; 

S4<^m4  Rtmdtnf  —■  l^hourprt'  (ln*|Aod  Arts 
AAMAdmrnt  '  lu' .  rnclsiBiMi  iNv^^ts  [77 '; 
TuaI  Min<«  1(«iciUUuii  Art  .iSiTJ  Amso4- 
Bicot  [iO««  .  (\a1  Mines 'v:] 


LADOrUKItH*  (IR£LAX1)|  ACTS  AMEND* 

UEST  BIU^-{Uiu,  ko] 

{Mr,  Mmfn0,  Mr,  T.  t.  0'(\mn^.  Mr,  W^iUmm 

(/Brttn.  Mr,  iUxImt,  Mr  Skt^Af  ' 

Order  for  StHond  Krading  r«*sd. 

Ma.  MAYNF*,  in  riMog  to  nio«««  that 
the  Itiil  l»e  now  rt«sd  a  second  tim«\ 
snid,  it  did  not  nmtaia  anything  whu-h 
could,  in  common  faimees,  be  dfM^nb<*«l 
as  of  a  r«<ollv  contentious  rhara«  t^T.     It 

m 

wn«  drawn  t'»  m«^t  and  overr>i»me  cfrtain 
ditGcuhies.  chi<<lly  terhuiral,  that  ha<d  df** 
« sloped  thmi«««lffs  in  th«>  working  of  the 
Labourers*  ;  Ireland  Act  of  |Hh.i,  which 
Act,  although  paasc<d  m  that  year,  might 
be  said  to  have  oolv  c  jme  into  pmetieal 
opetatios    liaaa   urn    passing   of   tha 
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amending  Act  of  1885.  The  Act  of 
1883  was  really  a  great  measure — great 
in  the  principles  that  it  established,  and 
great  in  the  concessions  which  it  made 
in  the  interests  of  the  Irish  ag^cultural 
labourers;  but,  however,  like  many 
other  great  measures  which  proceeded 
largely  upon  new  lines,  small  points 
were  apparently  omitted  from  it,  which 
might  appear  insignificant,  but  which, 
in  the  hands  of  ingenuous  persons,  had 
proved  very  serious  bars  to  the  proper 
working  of  the  measure.  The  very  first 
operative  section  of  the  Act  of  1883 
enacted  that  a  representation  signed  by 
12  ratepayers  of  a  sanitary  district 
might  be  presented  to  a  sanitary  autho- 
rity, which  authority  was  the  Board  of 
Guardians;  and  if  the  representation 
alleged  a  sanitary  defect  in  the  district, 
it  should  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate 
or  a  report  from  tne  sanitary  officer  of 
the  district  upon  that  representation.  It 
was  then  competent  to  the  Guardians  to 
take  steps  to  have  a  scheme  adopted  by 
themselves  and  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  ;  but  the  Act  failed 
altogether  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
sanitary  officer  to  give  such  certificate,  or 
make  a  report;  and,  accordingly,  they 
were  face  to  face  with  this  difficulty  in 
certain  Unions  in  Ireland,  that,  unfortu- 
nately, there  were  certain  Boards  of 
Guardians,  the  majority  of  whose  mem* 
bers  were  hostile  to  the  operation  of  the 
Act,  and  the  sanitary  officer  taking  his 
cue  from  what  he  saw  to  be  the  feeling 
of  the  majority  of  his  Board,  neglected, 
more  or  less  wilfully,  to  make  any  report 
whatever ;  and  in  that  way  the  repre- 
sentation made  by  the  12  ratepayers 
was  strangled  at  the  outset,  the  House 
would  therefore  see  that  thus  an  official 
had  the  power  of  preventing  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  altogether  in  the  dis- 
trict to  which  he  was  attached.  Now, 
they  proposed,  in  this  amending  Bill,  to 
meet  that  difficulty  by  enacting  that  the 
representation  signed  by  the  12  rate- 
payers,  should  be  presented  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians  either  with,  or  without,  a 
report  from  the  sanitary  officer ;  that  it 
would  then  become  the  duty  of  the  Board 
to  require  their  officer  to  inspect  the 
district,  and  report  to  them  aa  to  the 
necessity  for  the  proposed  improvement 
scheme  as  suggested  by  the  ratepayers. 
The  Bill  further  proposed  that  in  case 
the  sanitary  officer's  report  should  be 
unfavourable  to  the  propoaed  improve* 

Mr*  Ma^ne 


ment  scheme,  an  appeal  should  lie  from 
the  12  ratepayers  who  had  signed  the 
original  representation,  or  from  any 
other  12  ratepayers  in  the  district,  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  who,  on 
having  this  appeal  lodged  with  them, 
should  send  a  Banitary  Inspector  of 
their  own  to  inspect  the  district,  and 
report  to  them  as  to  the  necessity  for 
the  proposed  improvement  scheme.  In 
case  the  Inspector  reported  in  favour  of 
the  scheme,  the  Bill  provided  that  his 
report  should  take  the  place  of  the  un- 
favourable report  of  the  local  sanitary 
officer;  and  that,  with  this  exception, 
the  proceeding  should  go  on  as  if  no 
hitch  whatever  bad  occurred.  He 
thought  the  House  would  consider  that 
that  was  a  reasonable  way  to  meet  what 
was  a  very  real  and  substantial  grievance. 
Another  portion  of  the  Bill  which  might 
be  considered  contentious  was  that  por- 
tion in  which  they  wished,  under  the 
Act  of  1 883,  to  give  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  power  to  amend  Provisional 
Orders  already  made.  The  necessity 
for  this  had  arisen  in  this  way — When 
the  Act  of  1883  was  passed,  and  before 
its  few  shortcomings  became  known, 
many  Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland 
and  in  some  Unions  where  the  operation 
of  the  Act  was  very  urgently  needed, 
rushed  at  once  into  the  preparation  of 
schemes,  and  had  them  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  the 
regular  way  authorized  by  the  Act. 
^Vhen  the  proceedings  were  brought  so 
far,  they  found  that  the  areas  of  charge- 
ability  were  so  circumscribed,  that  the 
serious  oost  of  the  improvement  schemes 
would  prove  such  heavy  burdens  on  the 
ratepayers  of  these  small  areas,  that 
they  preferred  letting  the  schemes  stand 
in  abeyance,  and  taking  their  chance  of 
relief  from  the  Legislature.  In  that  way, 
there  were  some  excellent  schemes  fully 
matured,  ready  to  be  put  into  operation 
to-morrow  in  certain  parts  of  Ireland,  if 
the  area  of  chargeability  could  be  so 
extended  as  to  make  the  necessary  rating 
more  oppressive.  They  now  proposed, 
by  means  of  the  Bill,  to  meet  that  diffi- 
culty, by  giving  the  Ijocal  Government 
Board  powers,  which  they  might  exer- 
cise  within  one  year,  and  within  one 
year  only,  from  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 
to  alter  the  area  of  chargeability  in 
such  way  as  they  might  deem  desirable. 
Ho  did  not  think  any  hon.  Member 
would  question  the  advisability  of  thai 
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which  was  probablj  the  only  waj  of  j 
gottinf^  oT«r  a  dilKcolty  that  mu«t  bo 
overcomo,  b4'cauao  tho  proAont  arrango*  ' 
QiontA  invutvod  an  absoluto  breakdown  * 
of  tho  Act.  Thorn  was  another  portion  ' 
of  tho  Bill  whirh  somo  hon.  Meinb«m 
might  iMUAider  contentious.  Ho  was  Tory  ■ 
S4irry  for  tho  nc  r«'c^ity  of  having  to  notitn* 
it,  but  it  had  bi*i*«iui<«  ab^dutely  ncHv«t- 
sary.  It  was  found  that  in  somo  Unionn, 
after  tho  (}ue^tion  of  those  iuiproTeni<*nt 
Nhemus  and  tho  on^rtion  of  lulMiun^m* 
cottages  had  b4*4*n  fought  out  in  erory 
fuAhioa  that  was  I«*gitiutnto  at  the  Poor 
Ijaw  board  1%  and  elnewhen**  whon  tho 
quofttion  was  finally  decided  in  favour 
of  tho  adoption  of  tho  Hchenio,  thon  an 
oir«*itual  bur  was  put  to  tho  further  pro- 
giffts  of  it  by  tho  owners  of  tho  l«>cal 
qiKirries  in  tho  dt^t^il'ts  atft^ctod  by  the 
ita'heme  refusing  to  allow  thfir  quarries 
to  bt*  ummI  for  th<'  obtaiuiog  of  stone  or 
sand,  or  tho  othor  n<*cos<Miry  material. 
Tho  Hoard  of  Guardians,  finding  that 
tho  cartsgo  of  such  matorials  from  long 
distances  greatly  incn*amKl  tho  ctisl  of 
erecting  cottn^es,  dmppt'd  their  scheni«^ 
rather  than  tli**y  wouM  bunl«*u  the  c«>n- 
strurtion  of  tho  r'lttsgos  with  such  an 
eiKtrmouii  ex|»«<i]M* ;  and»  in  that  way» 
S('h«*tii«'4  which  had  btH^n  approTed  by 
the  I»raliti»verntiH*nt  Koard  wero  stand- 
ing still,  awaiting  help  from  the  L<*|{i**- 
laturo  t4»  meet  thnt  ditUrultv.  In  ord«r 
to  pmvi  1««  that  h«dp  tho  promoters  ol 
thi*  Dill  hiid  Mtpti**!  into  it,  altiH^t  Ter- 
batim,  tho  M-ttionn  of  the  tirand  Jury 
Ait^  whit'h  onabI«M|  road  contract  >r«  to 
«>nt<«r  quarries  in  the  divtrict  in  whirh 
their  r<jutrnct  lay,  and  to  draw  there- 
fmm  the  matoriuls  ni^essary  for  its 
ev««cution,  suhjtct,  of  rf>urse,  to  reascm- 
able  restrict  lot)  II,  which  hon.  Mem)»ers 
would  find  aero  al<»'>  inrlutl«Ml  in  this 
measure.  The  only  €>ther  point  up  »n 
which  he  tliought  hon.  Memb^^rs  would 
I «»  dis{o4«Ml  to  rni^o  any  qm^fttiun,  was 
th»»  pr«»p  >«iti«m  thiit.  b<»foro  a  InJ^iurrr's  [ 
Cfttsgo  was  n's<ly  for  «Mt-upation,  the 
lt»nrd  of  (iusrdiiius  sliould  be  em* 
powore^l  to  |>ermit  the  labourer  to  mcupy 
the  halfs-ro  of  land  ioteodod  to  be  at- 
taohofl  t«>  tho  cottage.  At  present,  the  I 
ex|HM'tsnt  tenant  had  to  wait  imtal  tho 
ottago  wa4  completed,  and  meanwhih* 
the  ground  lay  waste,  supplying  seeds  of 
weeds  for  the  whole  townlsnd.  The  only 
other  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  technt- 
eal  alterations,  which  might  be  more  con* 
▼eniently  explained  in  Committee.     Uo 


thought  tho  IIoQia  woald  agn^o  with 
him,  in  ropeating  what  he  had  before 
ikbsonred — that  the  measure  contained 
nothing  that  was  fti*riousiy  c«>ntenti4ms, 
iind  that  it  was  a  reasonable  and  mode* 
rate  attempt  to  meet  the  difficulties 
which,  though  apparently  aroall  in 
th<»m«eUos,  had  proved  rery  aeriou«, 
and  which  must  bo  met,  if  the  Art 
of  IHH.'I  was  to  bo  tho  AUCi«*§s  whi<li 
tho  li(>gislaturo  intoiided  it  to  be.  Ho 
appeah^l  nith  stmng  Ci»nfidonc<«  t^i  that 
now  House,  that  they  wcmld  compl<*te 
tho  work  of  tli«*  late  I'arliamont  bypass- 
ing this  mcnnure,  and  thus  sccniring  that 
in  no  part  of  Iroland  should  any  unfor- 
tunate man.  whoeo  laUmr  was  necessary 
to  tho  soil,  l>e  any  longer  ctmdemned  tf» 
dwell  in  a  misorahio  hovel,  in  which 
his  own  lifo  was  shortened,  and,  pro- 
bably, tho  health  of  his  wife  and  family 
•UMTificed.  In  conclusion,  he  begged  to 
move  tho  seiond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  bo  now  resd  a  second 
time.**— '  Jfr.  J/s>N#.^ 

Thi:  (^HIKF  HKi^KCTAI^Y  ri»B  IRK- 
liANI)  (Mr.  Joiisr  Momikt  :  Tho  hon 
Member  who  has  movrd  the  pivond  ri«sd- 
ing  of  this  Bill  hss  descrilnKl  very 
f  learly  the  matter*  which  the  Bill  em- 
)»'>dics.  lie,  no  doubt,  was  fully  justificnl 
i»  speaking  of  the  Act  of.  1RH3  as  a 
measure  ptocvediog  on  new  hn«^,  and 
inv<dving  very  important  principle*.  I 
find  groat  difficulty,  however,  in  di«- 
covering  what  are  the  principles,  <ir 
what  is  the  principle,  underlying  this 
measure,  and  the  hon.  Member  probably 
will  not  ctmt*'nd  that  it  is  animatM  by 
any  very  important  hading  principles. 
On  the  c«>ntrary.  the  Bill  is  rather  in- 
tended to  cover  a  number  of  iodi vidua! 
instances  in  which  the  Acts  of  1Ah3  and 
IhH.s  have  been  found  to  work  1«'M 
•'irt^-tuallv  than  the  framers  intend«ML 
I  do.  howf'vrr,  find  twn  apprtmrheA  to 
gt  iM  rsl  principh'a  in  tin*  Bill.  Tlie  ttrst 
IS,  no  doubt,  to  give  a  quickening  iro- 
puUo  to  the  Arts  of  IhH.i  and  1hh.>  by 
rolating  the  chuks  whi<h  Parliament 
im|H>%«d  on  tho  pn>re«Nliiig«  of  the  sani- 
tary au  tho  ritios ;  noxt.  by  riUoviog  the 
iMinttary  authontios  from  bical  and  Im- 
perial tsxatioa  on  the  land  aequired  by 
them  under  the  Art— that,  I  am  aure, 
hon.  Members  will  see  is  a  vory  im- 
portant relaxation — and,  lastly,  by  ex- 
tending the  area  ol  charg««bUity.  '  Tlia 
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second  approach  to  a  general  principle 
is  that  the  Bill  gives  new  compulsory 
powers  of  taking  land,  which  at  present 
can   only  be  taken  by  consent  of  the 
owner,  as  well  as  digging  for  gravel  and 
stone,  in  cases  where  at  present  they 
can  only  be  taken  by  the  Grand  Jury. 
The  Bill  goes  even  further  in  the  same 
direction,    by    giving    absolutely    new 
powers  to  take  these  against  the  will  of 
the  owner.    These  are  remarks,  from  a 
general  point  of  view,  to  which  the  Bill 
is  open.    I  would  point  out  to  the  hon. 
Member    that  a  Select  Committee   sat 
upon  the  Act  of  1 883  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1884,  and  that  this  Commit- 
tee, having  heard  a  great  number  of 
experts  of  great  competence  and    in- 
fluence, did  not   recommend  the  pro- 
posals which  he  has  embodied  in   his 
Bill.     That,  of  course,  would  not  be  a 
oonolusive  objection  to  the  Bill  or  any 
of  its  clauses;  but  it  is  a  primd  fae%0 
reason  for  exercising  considerable  vigi- 
lance in  scrutinizing  the  proposals  now 
before  us.     Apart  from  the  discussion  of 
the    details    of   the  proposal  to    give 
greater  facilities  to  carry  out  the  Acts 
already  passed — about  those   details  I 
will  say  a  word  presently — I  would  wish 
to  point  out  to  the  House  that  the  work- 
ing of  the  Act,  so  far  from  showing  that 
there  are  undue  obstacles  and  impedi- 
ments interposed  to  impede  the  acquisi- 
tion of  land,  shows  that  the  processes 
that  the  Acta  contemplate  have   been 
extremely    rapid    and   successful,    and 
some  timid  persons  may  think  that  they 
have  been  so  rapid   as  almost  to   be 
alarming.   I  would  like  to  describe  very 
briefly  what  have  been  the  proceedings 
under  the  Act  of  1883,  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  rather  disparaged.      The 
number  of  Unions  which  made  applica- 
tions under  the  Act  of  1883  was  70  \  the 
number  of  schemes  proposed,  734  ;  the 
number  of  houses,  6,837 ;  and  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  schemes,  as  submitted, 
£635,716.     Now,  we  will  come  to  the 
schemes  sanctioned  under  the  Act.   The 
number  of  schemes  sanctioned  was  462  ; 
the  number  of  houses  contained  in  those 
schemes,  -  3,401  ;    the  estimated    cost, 
£356,120;     and     the  *  loans     actually 
sanctioned,  £220,000,  and  the  residue 
of  the  loans  were  now  pending.     The 
reason,   as   may    be    justly  asked    by 
hon.  Members,  why  there  is  so  wide  a 
difference  between  the  schemes  proposed 
and  the  sohemea  actually  sanctioned,  I 

Mr,  John  MorU^f 


believe  may  be  summarised  as  being 
threefold.  First,  the  withdrawal  of  the 
scheme  by  the  Guardians,  in  consequence 
of  adverse  reports  by  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  ;  secondly, 
the  refusal  of  the  schemes  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  discretionary 
reasons ;  and,  lastly,  no  doubt,  the 
general  expectation  that  the  legislation 
of  1883  would  be  amended — ^these  three 
considerations  explain  the  withdrawals. 
Let  us  now  go  to  the  working  of  the 
Act  of  1885.  The  Returns  of  the  new 
schemes  under  that  Act  present  the 
following  figures :  —  The  number  of 
Unions  that  put  the  Act  in  force  is  84  ; 
the  number  of  schemes  is  not  g^ven, 
but  the  number  sanctioned  is  given  at 
554  ;  but  it  is  estimated  that  the  actual 
number  will  be  probably  between  600 
and  700  ;  the  number  of  houses,  9,035  ; 
and  the  estimated  cost,  £847,211. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Are  these  in  addition 
to  the  former  figures  of  1883  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY:    Yes;  I  un- 
derstand  that  is  so. 

Mr.  macartney  :  Down  to  what 
date? 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY:  They  come 
down  to  a  couple  of  months  ago,  and 
they  are  in  addition  to  the  sc'hemes 
under  the  Act  of  1883.  There  is,  there- 
fore, no  ground  for  alleging  that  the 
working  of  the  Acts  of  1883  and  1885 
has  been  very  tardy,  or  backwsrd .  Next, 
as  justifying  my  position  that  we  mu^t 
move  with  the  greatest  circumspection, 
I  would  point  out  the  very  important 
fact  as  to  the  rents,  that  the  rents 
charged  for  these  cottages,  so  far  as 
built,  vary  from  ^d,  to  1«.  per  week;  and 
in  one  Union  only — I  believe  near  Dub- 
lin— the  rent  amounts  to  It.  6^.  a- week. 
Manifestly,  these  rents  are  not  sufficient 
to  pay  off  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
of  the  capital  sums  borrowed,  and  the 
loss  which  will  arise  must  fall  either 
upon  the  Union,  or  on  the  Treasury, 
should  the  Union  unfortunately  become 
insolvent.  In  many  Unions  the  rate^, 
as  hon.  Members  must  know,  are  already 
as  high  as  can  well  be  paid,  and  many 
ratepayers  in  the  poorer  districts  are 
themselves  as  much  in  need  of  help  as 
those  for  whose  benefit  the  Act  is  passed, 
and  to  whom  help  was  given.  The  con* 
elusion  to  be  drawn  from  these  facts  is 
that,  for  the  present,  at  all  events,  wo 
must  exercise  great  caution  in  relaxing 
the  checks  which  Parliament  in  1888  and 
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18A5  imiy-'>Md.  and  we  miat  acrutintM 
tho  hon.  Moinb«r*s  prupoaak  with  some 
(l«*Ki^<>^  ^^  rigilAQco.  For  example, 
(^latiM)  9  is  ooo  of  ver/  groat  importaoc^t ; 
it  i«  a  very  great  exteusioa  of  tho  phn* 
ii|»!c4  whtoh  Parliamoot  tanctiom^i  in 
tho  two  proTious  BilU.  I  am  not,  nt 
pn'^out,  howoYor,  g«>iDg  to  dit<'UM  that 
c'lauto.  I  havo  vorj  little  ohjiHtion  to 
tho  Mpirit  and  purpose  of  it ;  on  tho  con- 
trary, I  think  It  is  very  likely  that  It^^it- 
Ution  in  the  future,  not  in  Iruland  only, 
hut  in  (}roat  11  ri tain,  will  moTO  more  and 
more  in  that  dirt<ction.  Clauae  11  raises 
a  principle  which  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
very  willingly  assent  to.  The  principle 
of  allowing  Hoards  of  Guardians  t) 
meddle  with  tho  payment  of  tho  Grand 
Jury  coss,  and  still  more  to  meddle  with 
an  Imp^'rinl  tax,  is  one  which  I  do  not 
bolievo  that  the  hon.  M«*mb<*r  will  be 


able  Terjr  readily  to  txT^uade  the  House 
to  ^ant'tion.  The  clause  on  which  the 
hon.  Member  himself  lays  most  stress 
is  tho  Hth  —  that  for  extending  the 
area  of  charge.  That  clause^  will  have 
a  yery  serious  effect  uiton  mortgagos 
alrently  onterod  into.  If  we  extend«Ml 
th*»  area  of  charge,  the  t«*rm  of  eTenr 
UKirtf^sgo  that  has  been  drawn  will 
have  to  bo  amended,  and  the  mort* 
gag>«8  ri«c<>n«tructed.  That  is  not,  p4»r- 
haps,  a  Tf>ry  formidable  obicHtion;  but 
it  is  a  point  that  tho  hon.  llember  will 
have  to  consider.  In  relation  to  the 
same  clau^*,  I  will  remind  the  hon. 
Member  that,  undor  tho  Act  of  18»3, 
ll'iards  of  Guardians  propo«<Hl  the  area 
of  charge  and  tho  IxM<al  Government 
Hoard  determined  it;  but,  und(*r  the 
Ameotling  Act  of  1Hh5,  the  Doardi  of 
Guardians  fix  the  area  of  charge,  and  in 
mo^t  of  the  schemes  already  made,  aa  I 
am  tnformeil,  an  area  of  charge  loss  than 
tho  wholo  Union  has  been  dolilx^rately 
<Mdt>rtf*d.  It  will  bo,  thorefoHN  I  submit, 
nlsni^*^tIy  unjust  t«>  n»*o|>en  the<|Uf^tion 
now,  and  not  to  givt*  any  /^tu  ^tMmdi  t<» 
the  outride  ratepayers  who  may  «i»h  to 
oppose  the  change.  It  may  w<dl  have 
happeni*d  that  such  ratepay<*rs  abitain«*d 
from  opposing  the  sc- hemes  b«<('aute  the 
charge  w as  limit«Kl  to  a  certain  area.  IIi>w- 
ever.  th(»*M*,  and  other  p«iints.  no  d«>ul»t, 
can  U*  di»alt  with  in  Committee,  if  the 
Bill  should  ever  reai^h  that  stag**.  My 
general  conilusioa  upon  the  Bill  is  that, 
at  tho  presoQt  time,  it  can  scarc«dy  U* 
said  to  be  urgently  callud  for ;  particu* 
larlj  at  a  time  when  Board*  of  Guar* 


diana  otight  to  try,  and  onght  to  be 
urged  by  tho  Ix»gi«laturo  to  try,  rather 
to  (xintract  their  obligations  and  expen« 
diture  than  to  commit  themselves  to 
wider  obligations.  It  is  not,  I  think, 
uine^^ary  nut  abt<iltttoIy  n«*»«i*»ry — 
for  tarrying  out  tho  intentions  of  Parlia* 
moot ;  becauM*  I  think  I  have  shown,  by 
figures,  that  those  intentii>na  are  aln^ady 
being  carried  out  in  a  very  t4)lerablv 
•ati»factory  manner ;  and,  thirdly,  I  will 
remark  that  the  reasonableness  of  all 
the  proposed  aiuendmontn  of  the  \jb%m  ia 
not  quite  ap|ftarent.  They  will  require 
a  great  deal  of  consideration.  The  up* 
shot  of  what  I  have  to  tay  ta  that,  while 
tho  Government  will  not  oppose  the 
second  rt*ading  of  the  Bill,  we  are  not 

J>rt>pared  to  promise  any  facilities  for  its 
urther  discussion,  and  we  do  not  pledge 
ourselves  to  support  all  the  clauses  which 
the  hon.  Member  haa  included  in  hia 
measure. 

Ma.  SIIERHT  said,  he  was  glad  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tho  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  on  behalf  of  the  Go- 
vern ment,  did  not  intend  to  oppoee  the 
Motion  for  the  s«*cond  reading ;  hut  he 
regretted  to  hear  him  say  that  he  could 
not  give  facilitioa  for  the  further  pro- 
groAS  c»f  tho  Bill  i>n  ascertainin|(  more  of 
the  facts  ndating  to  it.  The  nght  hon. 
iientleman  had  indie  at^nl  that  some  of 
the  claus4'S  of  the  Bill  were  somewhat 
contentious;  but,  if  they  were  more 
cloudy  in(|uired  into,  thoy  would  be 
found  to  contain  very  little  about  which 
th«ire  would  be  aav  contention.  In  fact, 
he  ,Mr.  Hhoehy)  thought  that  the  right 
hon.  (tontleman  would  find  that  the  Acts 
o/  IH^U  and  lhs3  had  nut  worked  so 
satisfactorily  aa  he  suppoMnl,  and  that 
the  numerous  small  amendments  pro- 
vided for  by  this  measure  were  abei»- 
lut«dy  nece««ary  to  bring  thorn  into 
general  o|»erntton  and  make  th«*m  work 
suii>*»thlv.  The  prumot«*rs  of  tho  pre* 
%«*nt  Bill  did  not  desire  t«>  intrt«duce  any 
n<*«  priuiiph*  which  wuuld  give  rist«  to 
a  difTfiffure  of  opinion  lM»tw««n  Partive 
in  the  Hou^m*.  All  thi*y  wished  to  pro- 
vide was  that  the  AcU  of  1hh3  and  IhHo 
should  not  bt*  o|>en  to  obstructions  to 
which  they  were  at  pn«M<nt  exposed  at 
the  hands  of  the  cuemi<*s  of  the  Actai 
and  which  they  hail  pla&<Hl  in  the  way  of 
the  poor  people  in  Ireland*  for  whoto 
benefit  the  Aits  were  intruded.  There 
were  two  ooun  es  from  which  thoee  oh* 
stroctiooi  came.  One  of  the  obelraetiooa 
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they  were  exposed  to  arose  from  the 
landlord  class,  who  were  the  ex  officio 
members  of  the  Boards  of  Poor  Law 
Guardians.  [  Crtee  of  **  No,  no ! "]  He 
could  assure  the  House  that  it  was  so, 
and  that,  if  not  for  the  obstruction  of 
these  gentlemen,  there  would  be  much 
less  necessity  for  any  Bill  of  this  kind, 
neither  would  he  and  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  be  there  in  their  places 
to  say  so.  The  other  cause  of  obstruc- 
tion was  the  delay  of  officials  and  the 
obstacles  put  in  the  way  of  Unions  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  The  ob- 
struction of  ex  officio  Guardians  was  not 
apparent  in  all  Unions,  because,  in 
some  Unions,  the  elected  members  had 
a  preponderance  of  power ;  but  in  some 
of  the  Western  Unions  of  Oonn  aught,  the 
ix  officio  members  still  rtded  the  roast, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  they  endeavoured 
to  postpone  and  procrastinate  the  work- 
ing of  the  Acts,  the  result  being  that, 
while  they  were  fully  in  operation  in 
Munster,  and  to  a  large  extent  in  opera- 
tion in  Leinster,  they  were  practically  a 
dead  letter  in  Connaught.  The  ex  officio 
members,  in  short,  had  obstructed  the 
Acts  wherever  they  had  the  power  to  do 
so.  When  the  Act  of  1883  was  intro- 
duced, the  labourers  of  Ireland  looked 
anxiously  and  hopefully  to  its  results. 
It  was  found,  however,  that  that  Act 
was  practically  unworkable,  and  the 
labourers  had  to  wait  until  the  Act  was 
amended,  in  1885,  before  they  got  any 
benefits  from  it.  Even  under  the  latter 
Act  very  little  bad  been  done.  Though 
a  great  many  schemes  were  proposed 
and  sanctioned  under  the  two  Acts,  still 
very  few  houses  were  built,  while  the 
schemes  still  remained  in  abeyance. 
There  were  hundreds  of  half-acre  plots 
through  the  country  belonging  to  the 
Guardians  which  were  now  waste,  and 
which  might  be  given  to  the  labourers, 
pending  the  building  of  the  houses.  So 
far  with  the  poor  Irish  labourer  it  was 
hope  deferred.  The  labourers  were  still 
waiting  and  waiting,  and  hoping  and 
hoping;  but,  up  to  the  present  time, 
their  condition  had  not  been  materially 
improved,  because  of  the  defects  in  the 
Acts,  and  the  obstruction  to  which  he 
had  referred.  Apart  altogether  from 
the  opposition  of  the  landlords  in  Unions 
where  they  were  sufficiently  powerful  to 

Sut  obstacles  in  the  way,  a  gpreat  deal  of 
elay  was  caused  by  the  circumlocution 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,     In 

Mr.  Hheehy 


many  oases  Unions  had  agreed  to 
schemes,  after  bestowing  great  care 
and  labour  on  them,  as  far  back  as 
last  December ;  but  they  were  not  yet 
sanctioned,  because  the  Inspector  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  not  come 
down  to  make  the  requisite  inquiries  and 
report.  The  most  important  clause  of 
the  Bill,  in  his  opinion,  was  that  which 
enabled  the  Boards  of  Guardians  to  let 
the  half-acre  plot  to  the  labourer  while 
his  house  was  being  built  for  him.  That 
would  give  work  to  the  labourers,  at  the 
present  moment,  in  fencing  the  plots; 
and  it  would  enable  the  labourer,  for 
whom  the  plot  was  intended,  to  till  the 
ground.  He  was  very  glad  that  tho 
Government  had  consented  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill ;  and  he  hoped  that 
when  it  was  taken  in  Committee,  the 
Government  would  see  that  the  measure 
was  more  urgently  called  for  than  tho 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  imagined, 
and  that  there  was  no  ground  for  the 
apprehensions  he  entertained  in  regard 
to  certain  of  the  clauses.  He  thought  it 
would  bo  found  that  the  contentions  re- 
ferred to  were  not  essential,  and  were 
only  philosophical  contentions. 

Mb.  MULHOLLAND  ssid,  that  as  an 
Ulster  Member,  who  had  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  studjring  the  Labourers' 
Question  in  Ireland,  he  thought  h^  did 
not  require  to  make  any  apology  to  the 
House  for  prolonging  the  discussion  on 
this  subject.  Indeed,  he  thought  hon. 
Members  sitting  on  both  sides  would  be 
glad  of  hearing  a  full  and  thorough 
discussion  on  the  question,  in  view  of 
the  larger  question  of  the  same  kind 
which  they  would  soon  have  to  deal 
with  in  England.  With  regard  to  the 
Bill  before  the  House,  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  some  of  its  details ; 
but,  speaking  for  himself — and,  he 
thought,  he  might  also  say  for  hon. 
Members  of  the  loyal  North  of  Ireland 
Party  who  sat  near  him — he  might  say 
that  they  were  prepared  to  support  any 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  givinrg  increased  facilities 
to  the  labourers  of  Ireland  to  take  ad- 
vantage of,  and  secure  the  benefits  of, 
the  Acts  of  1883  and  1885.  But  he 
thought  that  the  Bill  before  the  House 
was  not,  by  any  means,  a  satisfactory  or 
complete  measure,  and  that  what  they 
required  was,  that  a  Bill  of  this  oha* 
racter  should  be  based  on  a  full  inquiry 
into  the  whole  operation  of   the  La* 
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boorers'  Acta.  For  hu  own  {Mtrt,  h«  1 
coDsiderod  that  whoo  tboM  Acts  wt^te 
aroendod,  thoj  ought  to  b«  amonded  in  ! 
a  thorough  manner,  and  thoir  provifticms 
ought  to  hv  extended  to  aa  to  inrlude 
cU%.«M  of  th«»  communitr  in  Ireland 
nho.  At  pn^aent,  were  excluded  from  thi» 
Wnc*fiU  of  auch  l<»gi»latioa,  iiuch  as 
fi«hennen,  who  •p4*nt  a  great  deal  of 
their  tioi«*  on  ahore,  and  «iM>  wt*avere 
and  other  deterring  clatnee  of  the 
labouriog  population,  of  whom  much 
tho  tame  thing  might  bo  aaid.  In  the 
rourse  of  hiM  canvaaa  at  tho  time  of  the 
iffoneral  Election,  he  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining  the  opinion  of  all 
i'la«M»«  in  r<*gard  to  thia  subj<H*t,  and 
more  e»|M>ciaily  those  of  the  labourers 
themselves;  and  h(«^waa  in  a  position 
to  inform  the  IIoum*  tliat  there  was  a 
considerable  amount  of  disappointment 
and  diHontent  among  lalK>urf»rs  of  all 
kinds  that  the  Act^  had  not  l>een 
brought  moro  4»xtonsively  into  opera- 
tion. They  consid««red — he  woula  not 
aay  with  what  justico^that  tho  Acts, 
and  espe<*ially  the  Act  of  \hk\,  had  con- 
fi«rr<*d  rt*rtjiin  legal  rights  on  them  to 
a(^{uire  a  i^>tts(re  and  half«an-acre  of 
lantl  at  a  certain  rent,  and  that  the 
poor  I  AW  ituardians  were  preventing 
thorn  acquiring  tho  advantages  thus 
given  to  them.  Itap|)earedtohimthatthe 
Acts  ware  working  in  two  vorr  different 
ways  in  two  ditfonnt  parts  of  Ireland. 
In  some  diMrirt«»  and  chiftly,  if  not 
•ntirelr,  the  Northern  districts— th«« 
more  pn»s|>erous  parts  of  Ireland — 
whera  the  TtNkr  Iaw  Ouardians  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  farmers  who  ftciMipied 
farms  of  nuMierate  aire,  thev  lookecl  on 
tht*so  Act«  in  a  very  different  light 
from  that  in  which  they  rf'garded  Che 
Land  Act.  Ha  thought  that  i^arlia- 
ment,  having  pass4Hl  the«e  Acta— and 
their  justice  and  ne(^f»«ity  had  In^n  ad- 
mitted by  bi>th  si(lc»s«-it  was  only  riirht 
that  the  Acta  should  be  really  ntuue«l. 
lie  ther<>fore  cordially  agreed  with  the 
promoters  of  the  present  1)«11  that  some 
change  should  be  made,  and  an  altera- 
tion and  iroprovemt*nt  efri<i-t«*d  in  the 
administrative  machinery  of  the  Acts. 
The  only  Question  waa  as  to  how  that 
should  bo  aone,  and  ho  sug^t^*^^  that 
some  independent  t Government  Inspector 
or  ( Vmmissioner  should  be  appointed  tr« 
take  the  initiative  in  all  these  matters, 
aad  bring  them  before  the  Guardians, 
with  tba  view  of  gatting  Umoi  to  oany 


out  the  Acta.  la  the  North  of  Ireland 
the  compulsi<»n  should  bo  effectually 
applied.  As  to  the  other  porta  of  Iro* 
land,  with  which  hon.  M«»mbora  below 
the  Gangway  were  connectwl,  and  in 
which  tlie  National  l4eAgue,  he  waa 
s(»rry  to  aay,  held  sway,  the  condition 
of  things  was  different  indeed.  [Mr. 
Si.xT«)X :  The  Act  works  thora.J  la 
other  parts  of  Ireland  he  found  cot- 
tages were  beini;  built  on  a  somewhat 
extensive  scale.  **  lit  ar,  hear !  **  ^  Hon. 
M<*mbers  cheered  what  he  said,  aad  no 
doubt  considered  that  thev  were  entitled 
to  take  cre«lit  for  liberality  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  Act.  But,  in  their 
parte  of  Inland,  tho  chief  burden  of 
the  ratea  was  not  Kimo  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers and  the  dasa  they  repres4tnted. 
An  hon.  MimaRit :  \\  ho  bears  iff] 
Hon.  MemlN*rs  who  were  ac<|naintea 
with  lo4  a1  affairs  in  Ireland  were,  doubt* 
less  aware  that  when  the  holdings  were 
rated  at  under  i*  I  a-yesr,  the  whole  of 
the  rates  were  paid  by  tho  landlords. 
Now,  this  waa  tho  case  in  parta  of  Ire* 
land  where  the  National  lioaguo  held 
its  sway;  and,  therefore,  the  iVior  Iaw 
(tuardians,  in  putting  this  Act  inU*  force, 
and  this  burden  on  tho  rates,  were 
putting  no  burden  on  themselves,  or  on 
the  classes  whom  tho  National  I^eague 
prinri pally  reprosent^Hl,  Ho  ventured, 
on  those  grounds,  to  suggest  that  before 
Btiy  now  amending  Act  was  pasoed  there 
should  be  an  authoritative  and  seait^h- 
ing  inquiry  into  the  whole  working  of 
the  Acta,  and  that  this  inquiry  should 
include  such  quest iona  as  the  cf>st  of 
the  cottag4-s,  tho  rents  charged  for  the 
aame,  and  tho  burdens  which  fell  on  the 
rates.     In  aomo  parts  of  In«land»  he  re- 

T retted  very  much  to  have  to  sav,  tho 
eta  had  b<>on  utilired  for  ]M»litieal  pur- 
poses, aa  ho  had  aeen  numerous  re«olo« 
tjons  passed  by  the  branches  of  the  Na* 
tional  Li^Ague,  recommending  that  cf)t-> 
tagoa  ahould    l»e   built  only  for   those 
labourers   who    were  meml»er«   of  tho 
liOague.      He  found  also  that  persona 
cho«on    to    build    th«*so  cottages   were 
selected  frf>m    those   l»elongtnK   to   tho 
'  Natumal  Ijeoguiv      It  seome<l   to  him 
'Mr.    Molhollan<H    that    thes«*    things 
'  should    be    can»fully  n»n«iderod,    and, 
I  moreover,   that    they  ought  to  bo  con- 


aidered  in  reference  to  the  state  of  In*- 


^  Und,  and  to  the  amount  of  iatimida- 

'  tion  ezorciM^  bv  the  Society  to  which  ho 

hadrvfemd.   i*«Oh,oh:*'     HovouU 
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not  enter  farther  into  that  matter  now, 
but  would  simplj  add  that,  for  his  own 
part,  be  was  prepared  to  support  manj 
parts  of  the  Bill  before  the  House,  but 
there  were  other  parts  which  he  con* 
sidered  to  be  very  objectionable ;  and, 
looking  at  the  Bill  as  a  whole,  he  must 
say  that  he  regarded  it  as  by  far  too 
incomplete  a  measure  to  be  accepted  as 
a  finu  settlement  of  this  important 
question. 

Mb.  O'HEA  said,  he  thought  the 
hon.  Qentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
had  given  a  very  valuable  contribution 
to  the  debate,  and  he  (Mr.  O'Hea) 
thought  it  a  very  happy,  as  well  as  a 
▼ery  healthy,  sign  to  find  a  Member  of 
the  Ulster  Party  stating  that  he  consi* 
dared  that  the  legislation  for  the  Irish 
labourers  was  to  his  mind  not  complete. 
When  the  Bill  got  into  Committee,  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  have  a 
full  and  ample  opportunity  of  giving 
them  the  benefit  of  his  large  views  and 
liberality  of  sentiment.  He,  for  one, 
would  certainly  be  very  glad  if  the  mea- 
sure could  be  extended  so  as  to  give  a 
share  of  its  benefits  to  the  classes  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Qentleman,  who 
were  well  worthy  and  deserving  of  atten- 
tion being  shown  them,  more  especially 
the  fishermen  along  the  coasts.  When 
the  Acts  were  originally  passed  they 
were  intended  to  refer  only  to  agricul- 
tural labourers ;  but  it  was  not  too  late 
to  introduce  fishermen  and  other  classes 
in  the  present  Bill.  He  had  carefully 
followed  the  observations  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  and,  although  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  had  led  the  House 
to  believe  that  the  Acts  had  been  made 
to  work  with  expedition  and  despatch, 
he  thought  the  figures  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  had  quoted  recoiled  on  him- 
self, and  showed  that  the  Acts  had  been 
almost  wholly  inoperative,  and  that  they 
had  not,  in  any  way,  been  a  success. 
He  had  himself  been  professionally  con- 
cerned in  the  working  of  the  Act  of 
1886,  and  he  could  say  emphatically 
that  it  was  a  most  cumbersome  measure, 
full  of  vexatious  delays  and  difficulties. 
Under  the  Act  of  18»3,  the  number  of 
cottages  provided  for  was  6,700,  which 
would  not  represent  a  population  of 
more  than  40,000.  The  Act  of  1885, 
again,  had  been  only  a  small  improve- 
ment, because  the  number  of  houses 
provided  for  was  only  some  9,000 ;  and, 
putting  down  six  as  the  number  of  the 
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occupants  of  each  house,  the  entire  num- 
ber benefited  would  not  be  much  more 
than  50,000.  The  entire  number,  there- 
fore, was  less  than  100,000 — a  rate 
which  would  necessitate  a  labourer  wait- 
ing five  years  before  he  could  get  any 
benefit  from  this  legislation,  and  which 
showed  that  the  operation  of  the  Acts 
had  been  incomplete,  and  much  less 
than  the  requirements  of  the  people  or 
the  intentions  of  the  Legislature.  The 
Bill  now  proposed  was  in  the  direction 
of  a  much-needed  improvement ;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  House  would  practicall  j 
reco^ice  the  fact.  It  would,  he  waa 
convmced,  produce  a  marked  and  de- 
cided improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  Ireland ;  and,  therefore, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  passed  into  law, 
and  so  make  it  possible  for  the  people, 
instead  of  living  in  hovels,  to  have  com- 
fortable roofs  over  their  heads. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  the  differences 
of  opinion  in  politics  should  not  prevent 
hon.  Members  from  reoognixing  the 
merits  of  their  opponents,  and  he  gladly 
bore  testimonv  to  the  character  of  the 
speech  made  by.  the  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Derry  (Mr.  Mulhol- 
land).  It  was  a  fluent  and  remarkable 
speech,  and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  North  Armagh  (Major  Saunder- 
son),  sometimes  called  Uie  Leader  of  his 
Party,  would  now  have  to  look  to  his 
laurels  and  to  deal  with  the  fact  that  ho 
had  a  powerful  rival  near  his  throne. 
However,  fluency  was  not  all  that  waa 
requisite  in  order  to  make  a  successful 
Parliamentary  speech;  and  when  he 
admitted  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Derry  had  made  a  fluent  speech, 
he  (Mr.  Sexton)  thought  his  praise  must 
end  there.  It  would  have  been  desirable 
if,  before  he  rose  to  speak,  the  hon.  Qen- 
tleman had  made  up  his  mind  as  to  what 
result  he  meant  to  leave  on  the  mind  of 
the  House ;  for,  after  the  most  careful 
study  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member, 
he  (Mr.  Sexton)  was  entirely  at  a  loss  to 
understand  what  was  the  state  of  the 
hon.  Qentleman's  mind  on  the  sabject. 
The  hon.  Member  complained  that  the 
Bill  was  not  a  complete  measore.  Well* 
it  was  certainly  not  a  complete  measure; 
but  in  allowing  it  to  remain  an  incom- 
plete measure  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Tipperary  (Mr.  Mayne)  had  a 
view  to  his  chances  of  passing  it  throo^ 
the  House;  and  when  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Derrj  said  it  waa  inoomplelei 
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h0  ^Mr.  8<»xton)  would  hare  thcm||ht 
that  ho  would  have  ondoavoorod  to  in- 
duco  the  Chii^f  8«crvtarj  for  Ireland  not 
morelj  to  aaaent  to  tho  teoond  reading, 
but  to  r<«conaider  the  atatement  an 
to  his  givioif  further  faotlitiee.  He 
thought  tho  hon.  Member,  to  be  cou- 
»iatoQt,  would  have  urged  the  Govom* 
muQt  to  haAten  tho  moaaure,  and  affonl 
him  the  opportunity  of  completing  it. 
Uut  the  hon.  Member  rodo  off  on  a  eidu 
iaeue.  Tho  TUti^rTorj  Mombert,  apeak- 
ing  gAnorallj,  admittcMl  admirable  prin- 
cipli^t;  but  when  you  came  to  a«k  th(»m 
to  put  thoee  admirable  principlee  into 
ot>vration — to  come  in  on  tne  bnmd  track 
of  rvform — they  at  once  p<*r formed  an 
operation  well  Vnown  in  Irt>laud — they 
««*ut  '*  up  a  borvon  ** — thoy  found,  at  a 
critical  moment,  a  convenient  aiding* 
and  then  disappeared  from  view.  The 
hon.  Uentlomaa  waa,  in  aonie  aenao,  in 
armpathy  with  mo<toin  views;  but  his 
tnetbo4la  were  ratht«r  antique,  and  when 
aak«Hl  how  t4>  gft  rid  of  tuo  incompU»te* 
neat  hia  only  eugic«^ation  waa —  **  It 
waota  thorough  inquiry,**  the  uaual  eon* 
veiiient  form  of  ahelving  a  diaagreeablo 
auhj(K:t.  Surely,  the  hon.  Mi*mber  could 
not  forgi>t  that  tho  qucation  had  been 
for  a  long  time  bofore  a  Tommittet^  of 
the  Houae  in  IhhI.  He  ^Mr.  Soiton 
waa  a  Member  of  that  C^^ommitt^^e,  aud 
he  cH>uId  aaaure  him  tliat  tho  inouiry 
waa  very  full  and  a«»anJiiog.  Tho  obj««<*t 
now  waa  to  amend  the  Act  of  I H85,  and 
the  charact4«r  of  the  dcftnt^  of  that  Act 
waa  certainly  not  of  auch  a  kind  aa  to 
nec4»aaitate  another  like  inquiry.  Waa 
it  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  boa 
Mvmbor  that  he  would  again  poatpone 
tho  settlement  of  thia  question  for  an- 
other year,  leaving  so  aiaay  deserving 
people  landleas  and  homeless  y  The 
sympathy  of  the  hon.  Member  appeared 
to  be  verv  great,  s^)  far  as  his  mind  waa 
conoomed  ;  but  it  did  not  apj|»(^ar  iu  th«* 
least  to  agitate  hia  h<«art.  He  entirrly 
agriNHl  with  the  hon.  UentUman  that 
therv  were  oth«»r  claaaes  br^ides  the 
agricultural  labourers  who  m*edod  h«»lp 
ill  this  matter.  Tho  fi«hi*rmen  of  the 
coa<ita  had  autft'riHl  more,  perhapa.  than 
any  other  claM  from  the  parmimtmy  of 
liritiah  legt»lati<m,  and  ht»  thought  they 
ahould  b«»  bn>ught  under  lht«  influence 
of  a«)me  aimilar  logi«Ution.  He  Mr 
Sextim;  himaelf,  wht^u  the  original  Act« 
were  in  Committee,  had  made  a  aimilar 
pniposilion ;  and  when  the  Member  for 
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North  Derry  saw  his  way  to  taking  any 
pracUeal  action  to  assist  the  fishermen 
he  would  find  for  him  more  activa 
support  than,  perhaps,  he  oould  get 
from  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  and 
Leader  the  Member  f«»r  North  Armagh. 
Another  point  was  this— as  to  the  com* 
position  and  action  of  Hi^arda  of  Guar* 
iiians  in  Ireland.  ThoMi  Roanls  con* 
sisted  of  about  one*  half  landlonls  and 
magiatrates,  and  he  would  ask  tlie  atten- 
tion of  Iriah  Tory  Membera  to  thia. 
The  hon.  Member  Mr.  Mulholland,  had 
ur|{«"l  that  PtHir  I^aw  (luardiana  in  tho 
North  of  Ireland  ahould  be  cumpelltsl 
to  put  the  Act  in  force.  That  waa  rath<T 
a  strong  atep  to  take,  and  he  Mr. 
Sext(»n  did  n<»t  know  how  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  (%>l)eagues  would  like  it; 
but,  anyhow,  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  whether  he  and  they  thought  that 
landlords  in  Ireland,  acting  as  lV»<>r  I«aw 
(iuardiana,  ought  to  be  compelb«d  to  put 
the  Act  in  foi«^e«  If  the  hon.  Memoer 
meant  that,  he  ;Mr.  Sexton,  ouite 
ngrtHMl  with  him,  thoii^^h  he  would  be  a 
little  bit  surprised,  for  it  wss  surely  a 
little  ipcoQai«t<«nt  ontlie  part  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  hon.  Member  admitted 
that  in  certain  {larta  of  Ireland — in  the 
North ->the  Act  bad  not  worked,  and  he 
would  ctim|>el  the  Guardians  to  act.  Let 
the  Houae  mark  the  inconsistencv.  In 
the  same  breath  the  hon.  Member  eom« 
plained  that,  in  othtr  parta  of  Ireland, 
where  the  Act  did  work,  the  National 
l>«ague  ua<d  intimidation  ;  in  fact,  he 
complained  of  tho  National  I^eague 
doinff  what  he  himself  urgt«d  ought  to 
be  done.  Besides,  the  landlords  had 
half  the  seats  at  the  Hoards. 

Ma.  MULHOLLAND:  No;  not  on 
th«*  Boards  of  Guardians  I  referred  to. 

Ma.  SKXTON:  Surely  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  the  landlords  heM  half  the  seats  al 
the  B<iartla  of  every  Union  in  Ireland. 
Kvt»ry  !*nion  had  two  elementa,  tlie 
«*ltvt<xl  (f  uardiaas  there  sent  by  the  rate* 
payers,  and  tht*  other  half  was  composed 
of  msgi  at  rates — #x  e4frto  Guardians, 

Mil.  MULHuLLANn:  They  are  n<it 
always  pn»a«*nl«-I  mean  Members  who 
sit  as  a  rul«*. 

Ma.  SKX  n  >N  :  Quito  «.>.  <  >f  courae, 
the  landlonla,  in  that  regard,  as  in 
everything  elao,  n«gi*vted  their  duty. 
Tney  stayed  away  fnim  the  Board,  ex- 
i^pt  when  there  waa  a  job  to  be  done. 
But  they  poseaasad  one*half  the  teat^  at 
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the  Boards ;  and  if  they  did  not  choose 
to  attend,  he  was  sorry  to  say  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  compel  them.  An- 
other absurd  statement  made  was  that 
Boards  of  Guardians  were  intimidated 
by  the  National  League  into  erecting 
cottages  whore  they  **  held  sway,"  as  the 
hon.  Member  expressed  it,  because  the 
farmers  paid  less  of  the  rates  than  in 
other  parts.  He  took  issue  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  that  point,  and  contended 
that  the  contrary  was  the  fact.  The 
holdings  in  Ulster  were  usually  small, 
and  in  Munster  and  Leinster  extensive ; 
and  in  the  latter  case  they  were  certain 
to  pay  a  larger  proportion  of  the  rates 
than  where  they  were  small.    As  to  the 

Ehrase    used     ''  Where    the    National 
league  held  sway,"  it  was  held  that  the 
Irish  National  Party  and  the  National 
League  were  sjmonymous.     Well,  all  he 
could  say  was,  that  the  part  of  Ireland 
"  where    the   National   League    holds 
sway,"  as  tested  by  the  return  of  Irish 
Members,  was  all  Ireland,  except  three 
counties,   and  even  in  those  they  had 
had    effected    an     inroad,    and  would 
doubtless  get  a  further  advance.     On 
the  whole,  lie  must  say  that  while  the 
hon.  Member  appeared  to  have  a  pla- 
tonic  affection  for  Tory  Democracy,  and 
was  disposed  to  speak  quite  sympatheti- 
cally of  the  labourers,  his  affection  did 
not  seem  to  have  advanced  a  bit  beyond 
the  platonic  stage.     Ho  asked  the  hon. 
Member,  if  he  really  wanted  to  show 
that  he  was  interested  in  the  poor  of  Ire- 
land, whether,  instead  of  contradicting 
himself  in  every  third  sentence,  instead 
of  saying  the  measure  was  incomplete 
and  then  shelving  it«  instead  of  saying 
the  Guardians  should  be  compelled  to 
act,  and,  at  the  same  time,  blaming  the 
National  League  for  doing  that,  instead 
of  making  such  speeches,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman should  consider  how  he  could  best 
and  most  effectually  help  to  bring  to  a 
satisfactory  settlement    this  important 
question?    As  to  the  Income  Tax,  there 
was  not  very  much  in  that  point,  and  he 
would  be  prepared  to  strike  it  out.     He 
hoped  that  facilities  would  still  be  g^ven 
by  the  Ooremment  for  the  Committee 
stage;  and  he  could  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  If  that  wore  done, 
he  would  find  a  readiness  on  the  part  of 
Irish  Members  to  accept  any  reasonable 
modification  that  might  be  suggested, 
and  which  would  be  justified  by  argu- 
ment.   He  would  ask  the  attention  of 

ilr.  Sexton 


hon.  Gentlemen  to  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  a  labourer  in  BaUymena 
Union,  pointing  out  that  a  committee 
had  there  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
erection  of  labourers'  cottages,  and  one 
member  of  the  committee  resigned  in 
consequence  of  the  way  in  which  the 
proceedings  had  been  conducted. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  Was  he  an  ex 
officio,  or  an  elected  Guardian  ? 

Mr.  SEXTON :  It  did  not  matter.     If 
he  was  elected  it  was  a  credit  to  him ; 
and  if  an  ex  officio  he  acted  so  honour- 
ably that  he  could  scarcely  he  an  Ulster 
landlord.    The  whole  question  of  Local 
Government  would    soon  be  discussed 
and  dealt  with.    This  was  not  the  time 
to  deal  with  it,  and  in  view  of  that  fact 
he  would  stop  short  of  a  proposition  to 
make  the  Guardians  take  action ;  for  if 
they  were  to  bo  compelled,  the  power  to 
do  so  would  fall  to  an  ofiioial  Bureau  de- 
void of  representative  capacity,  and  he 
was  not  inclined  to  give  power  to  such  a 
body.     The  true  way  to  settle  this  matter 
would  be  to  make  the  elective  system 
supreme  on  these  Boards.    Last  year  he 
had  endeavoured  to  induce  the  Treasury 
to  give  the  Guardians,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Labourers'  Act,  the  same  terms 
that  the  late  Government  held  out  to 
tenants  under  the  Land  Act — that  was, 
to  give  them  £100  for  £4  a-year.     He 
was  quite  sure  that  if  the  Qovemment 
would  do  that,  the  Guardians  might  then 
be  compelled  to  take  vigorous  action. 
In  conclusion,  he  would  urge  upon  the 
House  to  give  practical  effect    to  the 
sympathy  expressed  on  aU  sides  for  the 
labouring  classes. 

Colonel  WARING  said,  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  enter  into  this  discnsaion 
had  he  not  been  challenged  todo  so  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sexton)  who  had 
just  sat  down.  He  thought  that  bis  hon. 
Friend  and  brother  Officer  the  Member 
for  North  Deny  (Mr.  Mulholland)  did, 
no  doubt,  owe  an  apology  to  the  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  for  in- 
fringing their  patents;  but  it  was  the 
intention  of  himself  (Colonel  Waring^, 
and  those  who  sat  near  him,  to  infringe 
a  good  many  of  the  patents  those  hon* 
Members  had  hitherto  exclnsirely  looked 
upon  as  their  own.  He  had  been  told 
that  the  obstruction  that  had  been  given 
to  the  operation  of  the  Labourers'  Act 
was  by  the  landlords,  as  represented  by 
ex  officio  Guardians.  Well,  ho  knew  a 
little  about  the  action  of  the  Boards  of 
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OttardiABt  in  the  North  of  IralAod.  in*  Wftrini^^i  wm  dauroot  to  promote  abj 

Mmueh  M  h«  had  be«o  a  mdiab«r  of  oii«  l^giijfttion  which  waa  fur  the  lotarMt  of 

of  thorn  for  many  yoar*,  and  had  lattt^rly  tho  eommunitT  gooarally,  and  not  of  tha 

baan     vica-ohairoiao  ;    and,    from    tha  ,  ooadaM  who  oapi>euMl  to  ba  tha  prt*«aot 

knowladga  thus  KainoJ,  ha  could  amy  !  occ^upiintii  of  laaJ.  Thajr  wc*ra  a  Tarj 
that  tha  ubstruction  to  tha  operation  of   iin|K>rtaot  ila«a;   but  thara  wara  other 

tho  Act  of  1HH6  had  coma  not  from  th<>  claAtca  abovo  and  b4*lo«  and  around  tbam 

#^  ojffrio  Uuanlianis  but  from  tha chn-tiH]  whoaa  iDt««r«!»ta  had   to   ba  fully   con* 

Uuatdian*.  K«t|er<*ncaa  bad  baan  mado  _  »idfrad  ;  and  ho  did  not  think  that  anjr* 
to  tha  artion  of  tho  liatlymana  Boanl '  ona,  axcapt  actuallj  axiatini^  cicmpifira, 

of  Guardiana  in  ragard  to  the  nrovintuu  had  i^ainAl  ona  atom  bv  thar««c*nt  laffia- 

of  UI>ourart*   dwalitn^c^.     Wall,  in  tha  >  Utiun  fur  Indand.     If  ha  and  his  uul* 

lialljmana  Tnion  tha  National  Laagua  l<«aguas  oi^caaionally  axprraaad  an  int«>n- 

did  not  huld  swaj,  and  ha  did  not  think  tiun  to  go  a  certain  dittanca  with  thoaa 
it  avar  would ;  but  tha  gn»ata»t  oppo- !  htm.    Mamb<»r«,   it    wa«,   at   tho    sarna 

nants  of  tht  m<  Acta  wara   tha  alectad  tima,  but  natural  that  thav  should  ha«i* 

Guardians,  whila  tho  most  vigoroua  sup-  tata  to  go  alung  that  high  road  which, 

iM>rtar  was  Mr.  Patrick,  who  might  n(»t  aa  thay   wara  Uild  on  tha  highoU  au- 

ba  an  Irinh  landlurd,  but  was  what  hon.  thority,    IihI     to    dostruction.      Whita, 

Mombars  below  th«»  Gangway  di^lika^l  thrrafor«»,  ha  waa  ready  to  fac  ilitata  tha 

atill  mora^a  highly  re«|HH.*tad  otIicx»r  o(  -  pasaago  «>f  tha  Hill  through  Commitieo, 

tho  Orange  A»^M>iation.  Tha  hon.  Mam-  and  hoped  tha  Oovammant  would  give 

b«*r  for  ^Itgo  had  twitt^nl  tha  Irinhron*  ,  tho  r<H|uiMta  facilities  for  that  purp<MH% 

M^rvativa  Mombara  with  huviag  morvly  ho  truftttnl  that  lomethiug  might  b«*  dona 

a  platunic  sympttthy  for   the  Iriih  la-  to  ext«»od  tlia  banetits  of  ita  provisiona 

b>ttr<»ra  ;  but  h»  ;(\ilonal  Waring*  did  to  claA^es  who  hatl  not  yot  Ix^ea  rrarhad 

not  think   tliat   tho   sympathy  of  hon.  by  prvrious  logitlation  on  this  subj«<t. 

(nntlem€*nb<>luwth«« Gangway  extended  J      Ma.  I>1LU)N  said,  he  thought  that 

much  farther.     They  taUtnl  about  tha  after  tha  apeech  juit  made  the  discuiuion 

iDt«*rests  of  tha  lal>uurer» ;  but  Ix^fora  might  clt»«a,  for  th<*re  rt^ally  did  not  ap* 

any   warm    attention   waa  paid  to  tha  iM»ar  to   ba  any  ditferanco  of  opinion, 

claims  of  lab<mrern  they  haJ  to  produce  There  were  st ataman ta  made  oonceming 

a  piece  of  pap<*r,  showing  that  they  were  tha  liabourars*  Act  which  ha  dt^sirrd  to 

mam  liars  of  tha  Nati(»nal  League.     Nut  contradict  aa  a  matter  of  public  duty, 

only  did  ha   <Vli>nel  Waring    f<*el  sym-  It  had  been  alb-getl,  for  instance,  that 

|Mithy   fur  the  Irish  labourers*   but  ha  in  tho  fsiuth  of  Ireland,  where  it  waa 

thoU)(ht  that   syai|Mithy  ahuuld  not  U*  admitteil  <m  all  sidea  that  tha  Arta  had 

c«»ntined   to   the  agricultural  labourers  b«^n  put  in  force,  to  a  conMdarabla  e\* 

alima,   but  shouM   ba  aatanded  to  the  tent,   with   tha  approval  of   tha  Irish 

fi^harmen.      Iude<*d,     hon.    Gentlemen  Membara,  tha  labourera  who  denired  to 

oppi>«ite  w<*ra  not  unwilling  to  go  so  far;  put  tha  Art  in  motion  wera  desired  to 

but  they  did  not  hear  of  their  sympathy  produce  th^ir  cards  of  mambarahip  of 

b4«ing  aa  tended  to  the  weavera.     They  the  National  Lingua.     He  utterly  denied 

belonged  ^>  d'«trtcta  to  which  the  sway  that  any  suih  system  had  either  thair 

of  ths  hon.   tM*nth«men  he   referred  to  appmval  or  cuiioivame.     (>n   tha  oun* 

had  not  extandtHj,  and  were,  ind<*«>d,  the  trary,  thoy  utterly  di««ount4*uancod  any 

moat  formidable  opp«ments  to  ita  aat4*n-  such  prme^Hliiig,  although  attempts  wera 

aton;  and,  then»fore,  they  wen»  not  U>  ma^le  by  an  As»«Kiatiun,  theFraemasous, 

hare  tha  bene6tof  theeo  Acts.    His  hon.  who  carried  on  an  organii«Hi  sy«tam  of 

Friend 'Mr.  MulholUnd;  had  never  aaid,  '*  li«>y  totting '*  in  regard  to  th«*M  aho 

as  wa«  imput«Hi  to  him  by  tha  hon.  Mem-  did  not    lM*long   to  their  (irganisation. 

b««r  for  Sligo.  that  tfuanlians  wera  l>eing  Tha  right   hon.   Gentleman   tha  Chief 

intimitUtrd   by   tho    National    I^*agua  S-Tetarv   fur    Ireland    only   yesterday 

int')  putting  theae  Acts  into  op«»ration.  stated  that,  arxunJing  to  reports  that 
What  his   hon.    Friend   said  was  that    had  b4*4*n  sent  tu  him,  aa  attrmpt  was 

agrit  ultural  la(»«)urers  were  intimidatt-l  ms<la  to  induea  th<*  mam^Mirs  of  tha 
into  be«x>ming  mam(>ars  of  tha  National  Tipperary  Ikard  of  Guardiana,  avarj 
I^eagna  in  order  that  th«*y  might  ul»«  man  of  whom  belongt^i  Ui  tha  NaticMial 
tain  tha  benefit  of  tha  Act.  Ila  .iolunel    Laagna,  to  show  some  favour  of  tiiat 

*         9  N  9 


1831        Labaurm' (IreliMd)  {COMMONS}        AeU  Amendment  BOl.      1832 


kind,  and  the  attempt  was  resented  as 
an  insult  to  their  Board.  The  hon.  and 
ffallant  Member  for  North  Down  (Colonel 
Waring)  said,  after  referring  to  the 
action  of  the  Balljmena  Board  of  Qaar- 
dians,  that  there  was  a  partionlar  body 
for  which  Nationalists  entertained  even 
a  greater  dislike  than  the  landlords  of 
Ireland.  Now,  although  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholics had    suffered    much    from    the 


and  workers  of  every  class.  That  fact 
was  perfectly  well  known  to  thoee  ac* 
quainted  with  the  history  of  the  measure, 
and  the  hon.  Members  above  the  Gkng* 
way  appeared  to  be  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  em>rts  of  the  Irish  Party  on  behalf 
of  the  labourers  of  Ireland.  For  several 
years  the  "  Loyal  Party "  never  took 
any  interest  in  the  subject;  but,  now 
that  many  of  their  seats  were  in  immi- 


Orange  Body,  they  had  not  a  greater  nent  danger,  they  became  deeply  inte- 
dislike  to  that  Body  than  they  had  to  the   rested  in  the  cases  of  the  glebe  pur- 


landlords.     He  (Mr.  Dillon)  challenged   chasers,  because  they  knew  that  there 


the  Orange  Members  for  Belfast  to  deny 
that  the  Catholics  voted  for  them,  and 
helped  in  the  return  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  sat  for  South  Belfast  and  East 


were  300  or  400  of  them  scattered  over 
the  divisions  of  Tyrone,  whose  votes 
would  be  badly  wanted  by  the  Orange 
Party  at  the  next  Election. 


Belfast.    P'No,  no!"]    Well.hechal-I     Major    8AUNDERS0N    said,    that 
longed  either  of  those  hon.  Members  hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  were 
to  stand  up  and  deny  that  the  Catholic  '  fond  of  arrogating  to  themselves  the 
Nationalists  had  voted  for  them  at  the  \  right  of  initiating  all  remedial  legisla- 
poll.    No ;  the  Nationalists  did  not  hate  ;  tion  for  Ireland ;  and  when  they  found 
them,  except  when  they  were  doing  evil ;    that  Members  above  the  Gangway  also 
they  were  ready  to  support  them  in  |  had  a  duty  to  perform  in  regard  to 
every  honest  effort  they  made  to  defend  ;  legislation  and  the  improvement  of  the 
the  rights  of  the  Irish  people.    The  hon. ,  condition  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  also  said  that  the   Members  were  good  enough  to  laugh 
obstruction  to  the  Labourers'  Act  was   and  sneer  derisively  at  any  proposal  in 
mainly    given    by    elected    Guardians,   that  direction.     It  was  undoubtedly  true 
Well,  if  that  was  true,  it  was  a  very  that  there  were  a  great  many  labourers 
strong  argument  for  introducing   the  in  Ulster,  and  a  oonsiderable  number  of 
National  League  into  Ulster.  Wherever  |  them  voted  for  the  Conservative  candi- 
the  National  League  existed,  the  Act  dates  who  now  had  seats  in  the  House 
was,  according  to  the  hon.  and  gallant '  of  Commons.    But  he  would  remind  the 
Member,  put  in  force ;  and  wherever  it   hon.  Member  (Mr.  Dillon)  that  a  great 
did  not  the  contrary  was  the  ease.     In  '  number  of  hon.  Members  who  now  re- 
the  portion  of  the  North   of  Ireland  ;  presented  part  of  the  Ulster  population 
where  most  complaints  were  made  of  |  — a  considerable  number— did  not  sit  in 
the  obstruction,  there  were  large  num- .  the  House  of  Commons  before,  and  had 
bers  of  the  landlord  party  in  the  Unions, :  no  opportunity  in  the  past  of  taking 
both  as  elected  and  ex  oficio  Guardians.  { action  in  the  direction  they  were  now 
There  seemed  to  be  a  determined  effort  inclined  to  go.    Also,  he  might  observe 
to  make  an  extraordinary  misrepresenta-   that,    on  the  opening  of  Parliament, 
tion  to  that  House.    It  had  been  in- '  Members  below  the  Gangway  had  an 
sinuated  that  the  Irish  Members  de-   enormous  advantage  over  himself  and 
sired  that  the  benefits  of  the  Act  should   his  Friends,  in  that  they  had  all  their 
be  confined  to  one  class  of  labourers  preparations  ready  beforehand,  and  all 
only.      The    Irish   so-called     "  Loyal   their  Bills  prepared.    The  preparations 
Party'' — for  it  might  be  a  matter  of   were  made  before  the  Elections  took 
argument  which  was  the  real  "  Loyal   place;  and  before  the  Elections  it  was 
Party  " — had  suddenly  woke  up  to  a   settled  who  was  to  represent  certain  con* 
great  amount  of  xeal  in  advocating  the   stituencies,  and  when  he  did  so  what 
extending  of  the  benefits  of  the  Act  to  .  measures  he  would  propose.     But  Mem- 
all  classes  of  labourers.     Well,  his  hon.   bers  of  the  Conservative  Party  had  not 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sex-  =  the  advantage  of  knowing  for  certain 
ton)  had  sat  on  a  Committee,  and  en-   the  result  of  the  election  before  it  took 
deavonred,  day  after  day,  to  have  those  place.    They  had  the  disagreeable  neces- 
benefits  extended  to  these  very  classes  \  sity  of  applying  to  the  wishes  of  the 
of  labourers  and  fishermen,  and  weavers '  electors  whom  they  desired  to  represent. 

Mr.DOhn  ' 
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lhf»y  did  not  «fic««rUiii  from  twoorthro«    Tk^  LeintUr  L*ad*f^  Fvbruary  2Tifa.    At 
fcmtlomen,  titiiDg  iu  Dublio,  who  was   a  intM«Unfr  of  tho  Atbj  brauch  of  tko 
to  ropresent  cortatn  con^tituonciefi  in  tb«*    Natiooal  I^eAgtta,  th«»  hon.  *»<H;r(<tArv  an* 
North.     That,  of  <^ur8o,  nvo  MomborA    nounc  o<l  that  ha   had  rvcrivod  a  letter 
billow  the  Oani^way  an  aivaotaifo ;  but    fnmi   Mary   lK>jb%   complaioiug    that, 
|)«>rha|)A,    in   tho  future,  (^inaonrativoa    though  »h«»  had  M'lit  in  a  rf«|»roiM*ntation 
Would  u«H't  thotu  in  a  similar  maunar.  |  to  tho  Athy  (fuardians  for  a  Ubourc»r*a 
Tho  hon.  Momb«»r  for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) ;  c<ittaf(o,  »h<«  saw  no  refi-ronro  t  >  it  in  tho 
obj«*<tfHl  to  cortnin  •tntomont«i  mado  iu  j  OiIvi*rtiAomont  ofthoMhouio  |mlili«h««<lin 
tho   IIou«o,   and  probably   alludc<l    to  ,  7^# /^4ii/rr.  Tho  smti  tary  wmt  on  to  say 
Uumtifm^    asked,    e»|M>riaUy     on«t     hf«    that  ho  wiiihi»d  to  rvmark,  with  rrgard 
(Major  !^iiundor«on)  a»ktHl  of  tho  Chiof ,  to  tho  state  of  tho  Inlxiurvra   in    that 
Hocrftary  for  Irolntid  as  to  tho  art  ion  of   c«>unty,    thnuf^h  they   iii^omed   to  think 
tho  National  L«*ague.     Th<«  hon.  Mom-    thoy  could  obtiin  I'ottagoa  without  going 
bor  denied,  as  far  aa  ho  could  underrtt and    through  tho  open  door  of  the  I>pagut% 
his  speech,  that  tho  National  Iioaguo  in    it   was    important   they    should    know 
Ireland  had  taken  the  action  indicateil    thai  tho  branch  would  only  re<x>mroend 
in   that   Qu<»4tion.     Now    the  Question    as  t^mants  of  tho  ci>ttages  to  tho  Guar« 
ask<Hl  had  rc^ferenco  to  a  letti»r  written    dians    such   as  wi*n»  membera  of    tho 
by  a  Roman  Tilt holio  clergyman  in  Tip-    l^eague.     That    showinl    in   them*    tao 
|M«rary,  to  which  ho    MsjorSaunderson)    plsc(*s,  and   no  doubt  in  hundreds  of 
calltnl  the  attention  of  Ilor   Maj«*(«ty*a    othi^rA,   what    was    the    action   of    tho 
(}<>vernment.     In  hiji  letter  tho  Koman    I^«sgue.     What  he  wanted  to  point  out 
(^atholto  cK<rgyman  snid  there  w<«ro  two    wai  that  it  was  <|uite  cl«*ar  that  in  hun* 
men,   one    liAuu^d  TiniDthy    O'Britn —    dr<*<ls  of  pi  set*  n  iu  Irelandan  Ait  pafM^i 
probably  a  relative  of  some  h<m.  Mem-    by  the  House  of  (Vmimuns  for  tho  pur* 
l>cr  Ill-low  tho  <tniit;vay~Aud  another    tx»«e  of  alleviating  tho  condition  of  the 
who    was    called    Filfg«'rald  ;    aud    he    Iriith  lal>oun*r  wai  made  use  of  by  tho 
]>«»int4M|  out  that  Timothy  t>*Bricn  wii^    organiiation  which  wsa  under  the  im* 
a  meiiilior  of  th<«  Nntiouol  l44>a^>ii\  and    in«'(liato   dinntion   of    hon.   (tcnthmeu 
Fi(/)(<*rsM  wa^  not ;  tlierefi>re  thoCiuar-    b«l>>w  tho  (fangway  as  a  p«ilitical  Icror 
dians   were  to  vote  for  t>*Ilrifn.     The    on   their  part  t-i  subjugate  the  will  of 
(Uiairman  of  tho  lloard   said  it  wan  a    the  Irish  pi-oph*.     [ />jm  <*/**  dh,  oh!**  j 
dan^«'nms  lvtt*'r.  for  it  might  g'>t  int<»    If  that  was  not   tho  cam*,  and  if  hon. 
tho  l*re*>«,  and  if  it  did  it   waa  aln)o<%t    M<»mlM*rs  obj«<cti*d  to  the  a<tif»n  of  tlio 
c«*rtain  to  get  into  the  IIou^a  of  (Vmi*    National  league,  why  did  they  not  get 
mon%;  aud  ho  ^Maj«)r  Hauudep^Mn^  tiMik    up  and  condemn  it  in  public  and  in  tho 
)»rcc4ous  g«M>d  care  it  did.     Since  then    liou>ki»  of  Commons? 
there  had  be<»n  an4»*her  h-tter  from  the        Ma.  1>ILLC)N:  That  is  exactly  what 
n*%creud  g«*nt'«*n)an,  giving  an  •*! plana-    I  have  doneo^cr  and  owr  again, 
turn    of  a    |M>culiar  circ utn*tau<«*    that        MAJ<>a  SArNI>KUSoN  asked    why 
(topped  up.     It  appiMr^nl  that  the  Itov.    thev  did  not  do  so  when  they  went  over  to 
Mr.  Hcnn«i»4«*y  sigued  ft>r  l»  >th  parti«*s,    Ireland  ?     He  quite  admitted  that  htm. 
and  the  li>>srd  could  not  make  out  the    Members  Ih*1ow  the  Ganga  ay  speaking 
object  of  the  r«  vt>rend  ^entl«*ni.in  ;  but    in  Ii«*!and  and  speaking  in  tho  Iluuse 
hi*    explnnstion    wiii    tlmt    Fitigcrold    c»f  (*ommon«  w«-requitiMliir«>ri'Cit  aniiLa!«. 
humbu(;gtd  him,  and   r«*pre^fit«d  that      **  Oh,  oh!'*  tfM^  **  «Shame!**  |    lle«uu!if 
he  «a4  a  m**mlM«r  of  the  l4<*ague ;  but    aitl.draw    th<<    word    **  auimsU,'*    and 
alter «anN.  tiuding  ho  was  n<»t  a  mem-    say  thev  had  a  quite  dttferent  methcKl 
Inr,  Mr.  Hennef^^y  ^^Ignod  for  t)*llrien,    of  »|teakiDg  and  m<M)o  of  oratoty.    Why 
and  h«i|HHl  he  would  gi*t  the  n>ttage.   So    did  they  not  in  Ireland  say  that  no  dif* 
n.Ui  it  in  reference  ti>thst  B«N&rd.  ferer.to  at  all  ^l.ouId  bo  made  iKtacen 

Mk.  UILI/'iN:  Th<*  st4t»»m4nt  «>f  the  one  IrUhman  and  ancth«*r  in  granting 
htm.  Member  ftir  N<»tth  iKma  that  I  th«  atlvantagc«s  of  this  Act^  With  n- 
contrailicted  aas  tl.nt  it  was  necessary  gard  to  the  Ameodunnts  prupoted  in 
to  have  a  card  in  ord«*r  t«i  get  a  itittage.    them  by  the  hon.  Member   Mr.  Ma)ne  , 

MAJi>u  >Ar.NhKU>()N  said,  that  be  he  had  to  ssy  that  he  would  dititleoly 
had  anottier  caM«  whiih  he  wished  to  sup]iort  its  sett >nd  leading.  What  ass 
call  atteatti'tt  to,  that  waa  reported  ta   more,  he  a  at  quite  ready  to  join  la  the 
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appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  that  facility  should  he  given 
without  too  much  delaj  for  its  further 
discussion  and  consideration.  He  knew 
something  ahout  the  lahouring  popula- 
tion, and  he  was  not  a  new  oonyertto 
legislation  having  for  its  object  the  pro- 
tection and  alleviation  of  the  condition 
of  the  Irish  people.  He  had  always  sup- 
ported the  Land  Bill,  and  did  not 
regret  having  done  so ;  and  he  had 
always  been  in  favour  of  advancing,  as 
much  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  the 
condition  of  the  Irish  labourer,  for,  in 
his  opinion,  he  was  badly  clothed,  badly 
paid,  as  well  as  being  badly  fed.  It 
would  be  an  intense  satisfaction  to  him 
if,  by  any  action  on  his  part,  he  could 
assist  in  helping  him.  He  was,  there- 
fore, ready  to  support  any  Bill  which 
was  brought  in  to  ameliorate  the  la- 
bourer's condition,  and  to  make  him  what 
he  believed  he  could  be  made — a  law- 
abiding  citizen.  He  would  not  criticize 
the  subject  further;  but  he  would  say 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  oppo- 
site would  give  them  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  Bill  he  snould 
be  ready  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
that  might  arise,  and  to  suggest  any 
improvement  that  might  be  desirable. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  said,  he  deeply 
regretted  that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber who  had  last  addressed  the  House 
was  not  now  in  his  place.  He  (Mr. 
Nolan)  wished  to  say  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  would  remain  in 
his  mind  as  the  Gentleman  who  had  the 
good  taste  to  make  a  personal  attack 
upon  him  the  very  first  night  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  House  ;  and  therefore  ho 
was  not  surprised  to  find  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  had  had  the  very 
questionable  taste  of  referring  to  Timothy 
O'Brien  as  being  possibly  a  relative  of 
some  of  his  (Mr.  Nolan's)  Colleagues 
below  the  Gangway.  Knowing  the 
Gentlemen  who  bore  the  name  of 
O'Brien  in  the  House  and  his  Col- 
leagues, he  thought  he  could  take  it 
upon  himself  to  say  that,  although  he 
believed  that  the  person  in  question  had 
not  the  slightest  connection,  whether  by 
relationship  or  otherwise,  to  any  of  those 
Gentlemen,  there  was  not  one  of  them 
who  would  think  of  repudiating  any 
such  connection  with  any  honest  man, 
such  as  he  presumed  Timothy  O'Brien 
to  be.    That,  however,  did  not  lessen 
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the  animus  of  the  remark  made  by  the 
hon.   and  gallant  Member  for    North 
Armagh.    Another  intelligent  allusion 
which   the  hon.   and  gallant  Member 
made  to  himself  and   Colleagues  wa5 
that  they  were  animals.     Now,  they  did 
not  at  all  intend  to  deny  the  charge,  nor 
did  they  at  all  intend  to  say  that  tSoy 
did  not  belong  to  that  class  of  animals 
that  had  got  a  little  backbone  in  them, 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
would  perhaps  find  out.     The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  also  spoke  of  himself 
(Mr.  Nolan)  and  his  Colleagues  as  ar- 
rogating to    themselres    the    right  of 
initiating  reforms  for  the  Irish  people. 
If  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  or 
his  Colleagues  would  only  take  upon 
themselves  the  duty  of  introducing  the 
reforms  necessary  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, he  would  find  that  they  would  ob- 
tain every  support  from  the  Irish  Party. 
One   statement   the    hon.   and  gallant 
Member  made  was,  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  intolerance  displayed  in 
Munster,  Leinster,  and  Connaught,  by 
the  members  of  the  National  League. 
It  was  an  old  saying  that  people  who 
lived  in  glass  houses  should  not  throw 
stones ;  and  he  would  undertake  to  prove 
to  any  hon.  Member  in  the  House,  no 
matter  to  what  Party  he  might  belong, 
that  intolerance  in  its  rankest  forms 
was  practised  by  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
claimed  to  represent  Ulster  in  the  House. 
Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  must  point  ont  to 
the  hon.  Member  that,  although  he  has 
been  allowed,  during  the  earlier  part  of 
his  speech,  to  answer  some  charges  which 
he  regarded  as  personal,  he  is  not  now 
discussing  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  which  is  the  Question  before  the 
House,  but  is  indulging  in  personal  re- 
criminations which  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  begged  to  bow 
to  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker;  but  he 
thought  that,  having  listened  to  those 
charges  made  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  above  the  Gangway,  he 
should  have  been  permitted  to  say  what 
could  be  said  on  the  other  side,  and  ho 
was  sorry  to  find  that  he  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order !  order !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  entitled  to  speak 
of  my  raling  in  that  manner.  I  have 
said  that  the  charffea  are  matters  of  per- 
sonality ;  and  I  hold  these  queetions  are 
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irrt*I«vant  to  tho  QuoAtion,  which  is  X\\v  j 

1>r<>iH»Mil  that  the  Bill  now  before  tbt* 
luufto  be  read  a  niH'tmd  time. 
Mm. J< Ksr:ril  NULAXtaid.  he Wfcg^d 
rf}i|>tH:tfull3r  to  submit  t«>  the  ruling  of 
tlio  Chair ;  and  hu  would  not  carry  tho 
di<*<its^ii>n  furth<»r  in  tho  direction  in 
mhivh  he  had  bovn  praccodiuff,  but  d«*ai 
with  the  merits  of  tho  Dill  before  the 
Houso.  II o  was  kIu<1  to  find  that  the 
riKht  bou.  G««ntleiuan  the  Chiof  St»cro- 
Ukty  to  tho  lyird  Ltou tenant  had  an* 
nottuct'd  that  ho  would  not  o|>jhiao  thv 
stcmd  reading  of  tho  Dill;  but  ho  waik 
sorry  to  find  that  ht<  was  not  pr««parf>d 
to  grant  any  fat  ility  for  its  furthor  dis- 
cuftflion.  One  objection  to  tho  Dill  was 
ba^ed  on  eronomy.  He  would  roftjMHt* 
fully  submit  to  the  right  bun.  iiontle- 
man  that  there  would  bo  greater  eco- 
nomy in  pnividing  for  tho  su|)|M»rt  of  a 
numorous  class  out*i«le  the  aurkhouse 
rather  than  inttide.  A  groat  many  ta- 
b«>urcr^  wore  at  tiin«*4  fircod  t>  tske 
refuge  in  the  worklioiiM)  under  e\ii»t- 
iiig  «' indition^;  and  if  the  Ihil  woro 
carritM  into  law  tlie*to  ])ooplo  would 
be  ablo  to  maintain  theuiM'lros  out- 
»id«*.  There  iia^  n(»thing  which  mili- 
tatoil  iigsin^t  working  |H<«i|»le*s  su(C4»»» 
H)  much  a^  tho  nant  of  pioper  hnbita* 
tii»nfi.  lie  hop*M|,  therefore,  tlt.it  the 
rii<!it  Hon.  (nullenian  would  bo  uMe  to 
»'*e  )i'4  way  to  withdraw  hi«  olij««rti  >n 
ti*  stl«*rliiig  timo  for  going  into  i'om- 
mitt(*e. 

Mi:  MA^'AHTNIIY  f.iiil.  h**  ri>M«prin- 
t  ipaliv  f«'r  th(>  purp<»«o  of  joining  in  the 
apiK»al  of  hi«  hon  anJ  gnllant  Fri»nd 
the  Mrnib«r  for  North  Armagh  Msjor 
Saunderitm)  fur  an  opportunity  for 
further  di^'U*«ion  of  the  Hill  in  <^»m- 
mittee.  ilo  rvgrt-ttM  that  the  light  hon. 
tfontleman  tho  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land waa  not  now  in  the  IIoum»  ;  but  he 
h«»]»«<l  that  Siimeof  hi^(*oilengUfS  nould 
inhirm  him  of  theapp-.tl  that  an^  made. 
He  d:il  ni  t  ai^li  to  enter  into  any  <  f  tlio 
ptintul  t'l4*m«*nts  that  hsd  b«»n  intro* 
du««>d  into  theiliscu^Mon  ;  and  nhiist  he 
was  ipiite  pn*|Mir«tl  ti*  ai  knots ledgn  the  j 
sincerity  of  lion.  Metii^tr*  be|i>w  the  i 
(langway  in  bringing  forward  that  Ihll,  j 
h« ,  at  the  same  t:i..e,  ill  rt  turn  murt  a^k 
f«tr  funular  cnnlit  f<»r  him^df  and  tho»e 
near  him.  in  their  etiorts  to  u  slue  lhi»«o 
obje4*ts  which  it  naa  in'eMb-d  bv  legi*- 
latioo  they  sliould  ik»ss««s.  NeitLvr  did 
ho  Wish  to  r^'fvr  at  any  length  to  the 
disctiatioB  that  had  already  uheo  plato ; 


but  ho  certainly  did  not  ondersland  hta 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Korth 
I>erry  (Mr.  MulhoUand  desired  to  take 
the  courvo  attributod  to  him.  He  be- 
ItevcKl  his  hon.  Friend  would  bo  quite 
pre{iar4^1  to  consider  this  measure  in 
i\>mmittee,  and  give  it  the  fullest  and 
most  farourable  hearing.  To  a  great 
extent,  he  (Mr.  Macartney  agreod  in 
the  dcf*«tn  indicated  in  the  pre^ioua 
Acts.  The  machinery  of  the  Acts  might 
he  greatly  improviHl,  though  be  nas  not 
prepared  tt»  acc4»pt  every  detail  of  the 
Bill,  nor  did  he  think  it  doMrablo  to 
nubjet^t  the  Hill  to  a  lengthonod  examt* 
nation  by  a  S'I«*€t  ( Vimmittee.  For  hia 
own  part,  he  lK»lie\ed  that  those  mea* 
sures,  which  were  designed  to  give  to 
tho  labourers  of  Irtdand  what,  in  so 
many  instances,  they  weri*  so  much  in 
ne4*d  of — propor  house  a«commodation, 
nives«ary  sanitary  arrangements)  and 
an  allotment  of  grt>uDd  at  a  rea«onablo 
rent—Would  n-»t  rmlly  attain  their  ends 
until  tho  right  cf  putting  in  nioti<m  the 
uiachin(*ry  of  the  Ibll  was  given  to  tho^o 
who  were  oulikido  the  ratepaytrs  of  Ire- 
land. Ho  was  Very  much  iiu  lined  to 
give  to  Ittlxiurerm  UienisolvcA  power*  to 
put  in  motion  th^  reprtiM^ntatiuns  that 
aero  made,  uni]«'r  pMjM^r  admiuirtra- 
tiuti«,  and  *ubje<t,  of  course,  to  the  rate- 

iia)ers  having  the  right  c»f  appeal  to  the 
>K*al  ifforemment  li«>ard  for  the  purtH>M« 
of  prot«-  ting  their  own  int«r« ^t4.  There 
aer<*  al*^>  one  vt  tno  other  matters  that 
re4|uinM  con%ider4tion ;  but  he  would 
not  enter  into  thorn  u|K)n  the  present 
occasion,  aa  the  time  was  rapidly  pass- 
ing.  IWytmd  that  it  was  onneceosary 
to  enter  into  details,  seeing  there  was  a 
general  concum*nco  of  opinion  above 
and  below  the  (iangway.  The  hi>n. 
Member  who  m(»rod  the  second  nading 
.  Mr.  Mayne*  in  a  very  minlorate  sp<  «•<  h 
adutitt«d  there  was  a  certain  amount  «»f 
(outetiticms  matter  in  tho  lli!l;  and,  of 
«iiurM\  he  was  not  prf'psrt-*!  to  gite  an 
ur.^uahfied  a^*ent  to  all ;  but,  after  an 
•  •p|»t»rtunity  of  couimunicating  with  bis 
fn«  tt«U  in  Iieland  enga){«'d  in  adminis* 
trring  tho  Att  of  ths'i.  they  would  1h* 
nblo  t>  give  full  c<iu*i  leration  t>  the 
Ktll.and,  hehup••d.alarget•A(a%uret>fsup- 
p  >rt.  Tho  clauM*«  extending  the  |vofi  er 
of  c«im|»uU 'ry  purthojio  n  quired  the 
<  l<i^e«t  attontion  ;  and  on  that  and  other 

I) 'ibts  he  r%i»erved  t*>  hims4*lf  compltto 
ilert^  of  action  in  Committee.     Ho  did 
nut  «uh  to  aaj,  at  the  praaent  nuMttent, 
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that  he  was  going  to  limit  himself  to 
an  absolute  refusal  to  consider  these 
matters ;  but  he  wished  to  retain  to  him- 
self complete  freedom  of  action  in  Com- 
mittee upon  the  Bill.  The  main  object 
of  his  rising  was  to  make  a  strong  ap- 
peal to  Her  Majesty's  Gk>yemmeot  to 
giye  facilities  for  the  future  discussion 
of  a  measure  which,  he  believed,  would 
conduce  to  the  bene6t  not  only  of  the 
class  to  which  it  was  specially  designed, 
but  of  all  classes  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  thatthelabourers' 
dwellings  throughout  Ireland  stood  sadly 
in  need  of  considerable  improyement. 
He  would  therefore  appeal  to  the  Qo- 
vernment  to  give  the  utmost  facilities  in 
their  power  for  discussing  the  details  of 
the  Bill,  and  in  bringing  it  to  a  success- 
ful conclusion,  for  there  was  much  in  it 
that  was  deserying  of  support.  In  re- 
gard to  the  South  of  Irelana,  he  believed, 
from  personal  knowledge,  that  the  op- 
position to  the  Act  of  last  year  by  Boards 
of  Guardians  came  as  much  from  the 
elective  Guardians,  and  in  some  cases 
more,  than  from  the  ex  officio  Guardians. 
Of  course,  one  Board  of  Guardians 
differed  from  another ;  but  he  thought 
it  was  an  erroneous  idea  to  believe  that 
the  em  officio  Guardians  had  any  desire 
to  interfere  with  the  agricultural  la- 
bourers. He  also  agreed  in  the  ad- 
visability of  extending  the  benefit  of  the 
Act  to  other  than  purely  agricultural 
labourers,  as  he  believed  that  those  who 
gained  their  livelihood  by  fishing  were 
as  well  entitled  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
the  Act  as  those  who  were  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  DEASY  said,  he  believed  that 
further  discussion  would  be  utter  waste 
of  time ;  therefore  he  would  not  follow 
the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  Dawson)  upon  the  question  as  to 
how  the  Act  had  oeen  worsed  by  Boards 
of  Guardians  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
Had  he  any  desire  to  do  so,  he  thought 
he  could  show  by  statistics  that  the  Act 
hnd  been  obstructed  by  a  class  of  people 
different  to  those  who  represented  the 
ratepayers  of  Ireland ;  but  he  would  not 
do  so,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  introduce 
any  contentious  matter.  What  he  de- 
sired to  do  was  to  contradict  the  state- 
ment made  in  the  House  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh 
(Major  Saunderson),  that  the  National 
League  availed  themselves  of  the  La- 
bourers' Act  to  annoy  the  landlords. 

16*.  Macartney 


Major  SAUNDERSON:  I  did  not 
say  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  DEASY  said,  that  it  was  said 
that  the  National  League  would  not 
allow  the  benefit  of  that  Act  to  any 
labourer  not  a  member  of  the  National 
League;  and  a  similar  statement  was 
made,  some  time  ago,  at  Chester  in  the 
presence  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man, by  the  gentleman  who  was  known 
as  Chairman  of  the  Defence  Association 
of  the  South  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Smith- 
Barry,  who  said  that  the  National 
League  used  the  Labourers'  Act  for 
political  purposes  in  the  Cork  Union  and 
in  other  XTnions  in  that  county.  One  of 
his  (Major  Saunderson's)  greatest  friends. 
Captain  Bainbridge,  one  of  the  Orange 
candidates  at  the  recent  Election,  stated 
that  if  Mr.  Smith-Barry  made  such  an 
assertion  in  regard  to  the  Cork  Board 
of  Guardians,  it  was  a  He,  and  that  had 
the  effect  of  drawing  from  Mr.  Smith- 
Barry  a  letter,  in  which  he  withdrew 
the  imputation.  It  was  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  that  matter  under 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  of  show* 
ing  how  groundless  were  the  charges 
made  against  the  National  League  orga- 
nization by  its  opponents,  that  he  had 
risen  to  make  these  few  remarks. 

Mr.  JOHN  BEDMOND  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Deasy) 
in  the  statement  that  any  further  dis- 
cussion on  the  principle  of  the  Bill  would 
be  waste  of  time,  and  ho  could  assure 
the  House  he  had  no  intention  of  fur- 
ther discussing  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
He  had  merely  risen  for  the  pnrpose  of 
enforcing  one  point  of  his  hon.  Friend's 
speech  as  to  the  misrepresentations  of 
the  action  of  the  National  Ijeagne  con- 
stantly indulged  in  by  Gentlemen  hold- 
ing the  views  of  those  above  the  Gang- 
way;  and  he  would  not  enlarge  farther 
upon  that  were  it  not  that  the  charge 
wnich  was  made  was  a  serious  matter — 
namely,  that  with  reference  to  the  alleged 
action  of  the  National  League  in  intimi- 
dating Boards  of  Guardians  to  give  the 
cottages  to  members  of  the  National 
League  only.  He  wished,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  to  call  attention 
to  a  statement  made  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh  him- 
self, which,  when  proved  to  be  nntnte, 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  did  act 
withdraw.  The  statement  wa«  made  on 
the  oocaaion  of  a  deputation  to  Lord 
Salisbury  by  the  Loyal  and  Patriotio 


IMI 


%^  ^%w^Kww^9W^^ 


;MAliill3,  18S6( 


D^futU  Bill. 


\%i% 


Union,  which  8int«in«Bt  was  m  •pacific 
9tAt<»aiftnt  to  the  eflTd'ct  thnt  the  Now* 
bridge  Nntional  Le«^<»,  which  con- 
•iated,  he  eaid,  to  a  fprent  extent  of 
members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
had  paMi'fl  a  resfilation  declaring  that 
the  Board  of  Uuardiane  ehould  not  give 
labottrere'  cottagos  to  any  persons  who 
were  not  members  of  the  National 
lioegue.  One  of  his  (Mr.  Kodmond*s) 
hott.  Friends  and  Colleagues,  tho  Hepre* 
•entative  of  Kildare,  at  onoe  communi* 
cated  with  that  branch  of  the  Leaguo 
and  with  tho  Board  of  (ruardians.  He 
elicited  from  the  National  I^engue  a 
statement  that  no  such  resolution  wat 
ever  pro|M»sed  or  passed  ;  and  heelicit<M) 
fn>m  tlio  Board  of  (2uardians»  at  am«M<t> 
ing  at  which  a  woll- known  Condervatiro 
landlord  of  the  county  was  in  tho  chair, 
the  statement  that,  su  far  as  they  know, 
nothing  of  the  kind  had  occurred,  and 
that  in  their  opinions  the  hon.  and  gal* 
lant  Oentlomsn  ought  to  withdraw  tho 
charge.  It  was  further  t^ttablinhed  that 
only  on«*  mrmt«*r  of  the  Itoard  of  tluar* 
diaus  was  a  memlxT  of  the  National 
league.  In  p«)int  of  fart,  the  ntatciiiont 
of  tho  hon.  and  gallant  Memler  «a« 
pr^tvoil  to  l>o  without  one  tittle  f»f  foun* 
datiou.  Tht»  h«>ii.  Member  f«>r  Kildare 
r<mimunicat<nl  with  the  hon.  and  gallant 
(ii»ntl<*iuan,  and  pointed  out  to  him  that 
the  stateniftit  was  erroneous,  and  a«ked 
him  to  bo  manly  and  fair  enough  t«> 
imilato  the  a*  tion  of  Mr.  Smith- Barry, 
and  withdraw  ;  but  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Mt'mber  wrote  u*  ^%y  he  oould  not  with- 
draw the  charge,  because,  ft  »rso«»th,  he  had 
seen  a  statement  to  its  off<*ct  in  theeolumns 
ot  Ih^  Ifstijf  £rfr0u.  [  Lsit^ki^.  *]  This 
might  seem  to  many  hon.  Membeni  a  very 
tririal  matter ;  but  it  really  was  not  a 
matter  of  Itttle  importance  when  state* 
mentii  of  thi^  kind  were  made  on  Kng!i4i 
platform*  !(>  Kn(;!i«h  p«opl«),  and  when 
they  wire  b<li«%««4|  by  the  people,  fin 
trti«t«Hl  that  what  bad  now  l>een  said 
np<»n  this  aiibject  would  be  sufll(*i«*nt  to 
put  the  point  st  r^»«t,  and  sufficient  to 
cau»e  the  Knglii^h  p«ople  to  rec<  ire  simi- 
lar statements  with  caution  and  re«erTe 
MAjoa  SAUNDKRHoN  said,  he 
wi«h«d  to  ask  the  permiM^ioa  of  the 
lIou«e  to  sake  a  personal  explanation. 
It  was  perfectly  true  that  he  had  made 
the  statement  to  I^ird  Saltsbonr  that 
certain  facts  had  taken  place,  anj  when 
he  received  the  communication  from  the 
hos.  Member  for  Kildan*  he  refneed  to 


withdraw  it,  because,  aa  he  had  in* 
formed  the  hon.  Moml>er,  it  was  a  state* 
meat  on  which  was  founded  a  leading 
article  in  n0  I^tif  KMpr^.  [*'Oh, 
oh!"  mi  Um^kUr]  Hon.  Members 
liolow  the  Gangway  probably  did  not 
read  7^$  I>4ti^  Jixpr0$$  :  but  ho  did,  and 
he  could  not  M*e  what  other  course  any 
public  man  could  take  but  to  found  his 
opinion*!  upon  what  appeared  in  the 
Frees,  and  which  had  been  oncontra* 
dieted. 

Ma.  JOHN  REDMOND  pointed  out 
that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  did 
not  withdraw  the  statement,  which  was 
proved  to  be  incorrect. 

Question  put,  and  ^refd  h. 

Bill  read  a  S4*cond  time,  and  tPmmitUi 
for  M^nH^y  next. 

rSCI^lIMKI)  DEPOSITS  IIILU 
I  Jfr.  Edmmmd  M4*^ftP*m,  Xtr.  Ctmrk,  Mr,  fTstt  ] 

^aiLL  77.]     sr.4  oxt>  aK.iDixa. 

Order  for  8ec<md  Reading  read. 

Ma.  KDMTND  ROBKRTSON,  in 
rising  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time,  said  :  This  is  a  very 
simple  meaaure.  It  coni»i«ta  mainly  of 
a  single  clause,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
require  banking  and  trading  Compenies 
and  As«  ciations  to  keep  a  register  of 
the  unclaimed  st«>ck,  the  unclaimed 
shanks,  debenturt>s,  and  dejMMits  which 
thev  may  hold,  and  that  the  register 
sSall  be  op4»n  to  the  inspection  of  all 
persons  interfi^ted,  during  reasonable 
hours,  on  payment  of  a  reasonable  fee. 
The  House  wilt  see  that  I  do  not  pro* 
fMiae,  on  the  one  hand,  to  interfere  with 
the  busineM  of  individuals  at  all ;  nor, 
on  the  oth<*r  hand,  do  I  propoee  any  in- 
terference with  thoae  Departments  of 
the  Oovemment  which  are  concerned 
with  unclaimed  st«)ck.  There  are  three 
I  departments  of  the  (tovemment  to 
whirh  tho  principles  of  this  Bill  wou!d 
apply,  and  to  which,  to  sfime  extent, 
they  ars  already  appli«*d  ;  and  |ierhape 
the  House  will  jiermit  me.  in  ilhutra* 
tion  of  the  plan  I  propose,  to  rrfer 
briefly  to  tho%e  llepartments.  The  fir«t 
and  moot  impirtaat  of  the^  is  the 
Chancery  Fund.  The  fund  standing  in 
tho  Pourt  of  Chancery  U  subjett  to 
special  regulations  made  by  the  L>nl 
rhaacellor;  and,  under  theso  regnia* 
tioas,  a  list  of  oadalmed  sums  U  |»iac« 
tically  pnbliahed  oaee  i«  every  threo 
years.    I  regrsi  to  My  that  the  iafbr- 
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mation  so  oonveyed  to  the  public  is  not   the  moment,  the  real  owners  not  know* 
perhaps  so  full  and  exhaustive  as  it  I  ing^  that  the  funds  are  there.    I  do  not 


might  be,  and  the  consequence  is  that, 
in  some  cases,  a  number  of  persons 
make  a  profitable  living  out  of  the  mys- 
tery which  still  surrounds  these  great 
unclaimed  funds.  There  is,  no  doubt, 
considerable  room  for  improvement  in 
the  system ;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  include 
it  in  the  scope  of  this  Bill.    I  merely 


and  a  justification  for  what  I  propose  to 


for  a  moment  suggest  that  there  is  any 
very  enormous  amount  of  money  so  un- 
claimed, but  some  there  must  be ;  and 
so  long  as  no  provision  is  made  for  the 
real  owners  finding  out  that  the  money 
is  there,  so  long  must  there  be  a 
certain  amount  of  injustice.  And,  what 
is  more  important,  there  will  also  be 


cite  what  is  already  done  as  a  precedent   a     disproportionate     feeling     in     the 


public  mind  that  this  injustice  exists. 


do  with  regard  to  private  Companies.  '  ISince  this  Bill  was  introduced  I  bave 
Another  Department  of  the  Oovem* ;  had  a  considerable  amount  of  oorro* 
ment  which  is  also  concerned  in  the  prin-  i  spondence  with  persons  interested  in  it ; 
ciple  of  this  Bill  is  the  National  Debt.  !  and  the  correspondence  goes  to  convince 


The  provisions  regarding  the  National 
Debt  are  exactly  those  I  propose  in  the 
present  case.  By  the  National  Debt 
Act  of  1870,  all  stock  on  which  divi- 


me  that,  whatever  may  be  the  amount 
of  money  which  would  be  affected  by  the 
Bill,  the  amount  of  feeling  which  would 
be  affected  by  it  is  very  considerable  in* 


dend  has  been  unclaimed  for  10  years  i  deed.  But,  in  the  second  place — and  I 
is  transferred  in  the  books  of  the  Bank  think  this  is  the  more  important  coast- 
of  England  to  the  National  Debt  Com-  deration — the  amount  of  mystery  and 
missioners,  and  immediately  afterwards  ignorance  surrounding  this  subject  is 
a  list  is  made  of  the  stocks  so  trans-  such  as  to  give  a  profitable  livelihood  to 
ferred,  which  is  open  to  the  inspection  ,  a  class  of  adventurers  who  should  have 
of  the  public.  That  is  exactly  what  I  j  no  encouragement.  These  persons  find 
propose  to  do  in  regard  to  private  Com-  it  so  profitable  to  prey  upon  the  cupidity 
panics.  The  third  Grovernment  Depart-  and  ignorance  of  the  public  in  this  mat- 
ment  which  is  concerned  in  this  pro-  ter  that,  in  order  to  do  it  the  more  effec- 
posal,  and  with  which  I  da  not  propose  tively,  Uiey  can  afford  to  advertise  them- 
to  interfere,  is  the  Post  Office.  There  '  selves  extensively  in  very  expensive  news- 
is,  no  doubt,  a  considerable  amount  of  papers  all  over  the  countr}'.  One  adver- 
money  in  unclaimed  Post  Office  orders,  tiseroent,  which  I  see  almost  every  day. 
How  the  Post  Office  deals  with  these  I  headed  *'  Enormous  fortunes,"  is  now 
have  not  been  able  to  find  out,  for  I  appearing  in  the  newspapers  of  the  ooun- 
understand  no  publication  of  them  is  try;  and  in  it  is  stated  that  £97,600,000 
made;  but  I  have  been  informed  by  a  is  now  lying  unclaimed  in  the  Court  of 
Post  Office  official  that  part  of  the  Chancery  waiting  for  owners.  And 
money,  at  all  events,  is  used  in  paying  then  there  is  given  what  professes  to  be 
the  premiums  of  insurance  policies  of  the  a  list  of  persons  interestea  in  these  enor- 
Office.  That,  no  doubt,  is  an  admirable  mous  sttms-*a  list  of  which,  I  suppose, 
purpose  to  apply  it  to ;  but  I  have  been  contains  every  conceivable  name — and 
unable  to  find  out  whether  the  Govern-  the  people  bearing  these  names  are  io- 
ment  make  any  attempt  to  hand  over  vited  to  apply  to  the  advertisers  for  fur- 
these  funds  to  the  real  owners.  I  still,  ther  information.  What  further  infor- 
however,  would  like  to  do  so.  As  I  mation  they  can  give  I  do  not  know  ; 
have  already  said,  I  shall  not  propose  but  I  know  from  inquiry  at  the  office  of 
io  meddle  with  any  Government  Busi- '  the  Paymaster  General  that  instead  of 
ness ;  but  I  confine  myself  entirely  to  £97,000,000  lying  unclaimed  in  Chan- 
the  case  of  private  associations  holding  eery,  as  they  announce,  there  is  not 
funds  under  various  denominations,  the  more  than  £1,000^00,  the  real  owner- 
owners  of  which  are  not  at  the  moment '  ship  of  which  is  not  known.  One  of  the 
known.  There  are  two  considerations  ■  great  and  good  results  of  the  proposed 
which  I  venture  to  urge  in  support  of  measure  would  be  that  the  adventurers 
the  principle  of  the  Bill.  The  first  is  '  who  are  now  pre3ring  in  this  way  on  the 
that  there  is  unquestionably  a  certain  iguorance  of  the  people  will  have  their 
amount  of  money  standing,  particularly  proceedings  brought,  to  some  extant  at 
in  bankinff  Companies,  but  also  in  trad- ,  all  events,  to  an  end.  A  remarkable 
ing  and  other  Companies  of  every  kind,  story  found  its  way  into  the  newspapers 
the  ownership  of  which  has  ceased  for .  a  week  ago,  to  the  effect  that  *  laoourer 

J/r.  Edmund  Eohfri^m 
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of  th«  name  of  Bobaon,  whooo  plMo  of  do  is  tooxtood  a  little* farther  one  of  the 
abode  was  given  as  Hexham,  had  sue-  clauses  of  the  Cimpanieii  Art  of  ISfii, 
c««ded,  through  one  of  these  agencies,  and  make  the  register,  which  it  is  the 
in  getting  oot  of  the  Chancerj  Fund  a  duty  of  the  Companies  to  keep,  include 
fortune  uf  £*J.)0, 000.  That  is  a  very  old  the  sharen,  debentures,  and  dep>Bit4 
and  familiar  paragraph — a  sort  of  familr  whose  owners  hare  not  turned  up  for  a 
friend  of  newnpnpors.  I  believo  that  it  certain  number  of  jears,  and  how  thai 
appeared  20  ur  30  years  ago,  probably  '  can  be  open  to  the  obj««ction  of  grand- 
earlier  ;  and  why  the  newspapers  did  not  motherly  legislation  I  am  entirely  at  a  lose 
recognijco  its  age  I  cannot  really  ima-  to  ronci^tfe.  It  may  b<*  that  the  proposal 
gino.  I  should  hke  to  recount  a  slight .  the  right  hon.  (ientleman  dincuMMnl  in 
pornonal  experience  of  my  own.  Some  •  Kdinburgh  wn^of  adifTor«*ttt  nature  tx^^m 
time  ago  I  wa^  in  the  TnitM  Ststos  of  that  which  I  hare  b<«en  explaining.  My 
America,  and  there  mr  professional  aid  •  Bill  r««<]uires  (Companies  Xo  do  for  their 
was  several  tiuicfi  S4)lirited  on  b^^half  of  unclaimed  debts  that  which  (toremment 
claims  to  what  is  well  known  as  the  I  does  for  tlieir  unclaimed  debts, and  which 
liawronce  Townley  estate.  That  estate,  as  I  C\»inpaniee  themselves  have  had  to  do 
it  exinti  in  the  imapnatiim  of  thu  Ame*  |  with  reference  to  their  ordinary  share 
rican  |HMYple.  con^ints  of  £100.000,000.  capital  undi>r  the  Act  of  Parliament  by 
part  of  which  is  represented  by  land  ^  wliich  thev  are  ccmstitutrd.  I  trust  the 
in  Kngland,  and  part  by  gold  lying  |  Hill,  of  wLich  I  now  more  the  second 
in    the    Bank.     The  e«ttate   has  bi'en    reading,  will  receive  the  approval  of  the 


lying  vacant  for  100  years,  and  ther<* 
are  very  f«»w  people  in  the  United  States 
who  do  not  suppose  that,  somehow  or 
other,  they  hare  a  claim  on  it.     The 


House. 

Ma.  J.  WILSON  Kiinhmrfk,  r^mirn  . 
in  seconding  the  Motion,  said,  be  thought 
tb«»  end  aimed  at  was  extremely  laud 


claimant^  indeed,  are  so  numerous  that.  aMe,  and  that  the  machinery  by  which 

in  order  to  reliere  the  burden  of  fight-  {the  Bill  proposed  to  carrv  out  its  object 

itig  thi*ir  claims,  they  hiive   formed  a  ,  was  extremely  simpb*.     He  agree<l  with 

Liiuit«Hl  liability  ("oinpany.  which  has  ,  the   bon.   Member  in  saying    that  the 

born  in  oxi«tonce  for  a  (^ood  manr  rtMts.  j  amount  (»f  undaimtHl  de|>nMtii  auppo^«*«l 

The  (^»mnany   has   Pirertors,   and,  of  to  be  lying  in  the  banks  was  very  muih 

courA<«.  it  has  lawyers ;  but,  nlthou(?h  it  exag^t^ratcd  in  the  public  mind ;  but  be 

has  mure  than  onro  lerii^^l  a*«<*«^ments,  that  aa  it    might,   it  appeared  to  him 

a«y**t  I  hari*  not  be«»n  able  to  find  that  right  and  proper  that  the  amount  should 

it  hs«   paid   any  diridend.     Th**!^  are  bo  known,  and  a  t»oriodical  publication 

etatiipl<*<t  of  the  myths  which  ari«e  fn>m  in  the  manner  indicat«Hl  would  greatly 

fa(t4  being  k«*pt  «  vrct  which  1  wish  to  alb^viate  anxiety,  and  give  information 

Im  disiloM'd.    I  have  been  told  that  one  when    rcquire^l.      lie   hoped    that  the 

of  the  effects  of  this  Bill  will  lie  to  dis-  House  would  ass««nt  to  the  second  read* 

close  unclaimed  stocks,  which  have  been  ing  of  the  Bill  without  further  diacua- 

allowed  to  remain  unclaimed,  l»ecause  sion. 

they  have  belong^  to  traders  who  have  jj^^j^^  ^^^,j,.  ^^^  Qu^tion  proiK>sed, 

n«^,cd  through  the  lUnkroptcy  Court.  ..^^^  ^^^  |,j„  ^^  „^^  ^^j  ^  ,^^„j 

I  do  not  know  whetherthat  is  •->  or  not :  Ume."-{J/r.  IJdmumd  R^hfrti^n, 

but  if  It  IS   so,   that  IS  an   additionsi  ^ 

roas-m  why  the  M'«tem  I  prorv>»«»  should  Ma.  ORKUOUY  said,  he  thought  tho 

l»e  adopt«*d  by  the  House.     The  Bill,   1  penalti«*«    imposi^I    by    the    Bill    were 

am  glad  to  say,  is  unopposed.     I  have  enormous.     Ther«*forf»  the  House  would 

not  h«»ard    any   imputation    up<m    the  do  well  to  |Miu^e  lM«fore  assenting  to  the 

soundncMS  of  the  principle  it  contains;  secmd  reading  of   the  Bill,  which,  in 

b.it  I  mar  say  that  the  Home  StH*rt*!ary  hi«  opinion,  if    brought   into  practi<'al 

had  «N«'»si(in   ti    discuM   the  i|Uc«tion  o|H»ration,  in»t«a<l  of  d«<creaaiiig.  would 


during  his  re<  <»nt  contest  in  hUiinbur,(h.  increaae  the  opportunities  for    levying 

and,   to   nv  great  surprise,  I  find  he  blark-mail. 

speaks  of  the  principle  aa  being  not  a  Tnx   SKf'HKTART  ni  niv  BOAHI) 

very  s  luod  one,  but  as  parUking  of  the  or  TKAI>K   Mr.  (\  T.  V.  A<  i.AinO  said, 

chairacterof  grandmotherly  legislation.  I  he  <^»uld  not  speak  with  much  authority 

am  aa  much,  it  not  more,  oppoeed  to  regarding   the   Bill;    bot   there    were 

grandmotherly  l*»^i«la*i  m  as  tJie  right  defecta  in  the  operative  clauaea  which 

hoo.  UentleoMn ;  but  all  I  propoee  to  were  apparently  of  a  veiy  eiriova  aaturev 
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and  with  regard  to  which,  at  any  rate, 
the  QoYemment  were  anxious  to  have 
some  time  to  answer  what  course  they 
ought  to  pursue.  In  the  fourth  line  of 
the  2nd  clause  unclaimed  stock,  shares, 
dehentures,  and  deposits,  were  spoken 
of ;  hut  no  reference  was  made  to  divi- 
dends. A  man  might  have  a  right  to 
dividends,  and  he  did  not  see  how  they 
oould  include  the  four  classes  of  pro- 
perty enumerated  in  the  Bill,  and  omit 
all  reference  to  dividends.  Then,  a^ain, 
there  was  the  ohjection  which  had  oeen 
referred  to,  that  it  was  provided  that 
the  register  was  to  he  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  all  persons,  and  that  that 
inspection  was  not  to  he  limited  to  per- 
sons interested  in  any  way.  That  seemed 
to  him  to  present  a  very  serious  ohjec- 
tion ;  hecause  this  unlimited  opening  of 
the  registers  would  open  the  door  to 
every  sort  of  adventurers,  who  might 
desire  to  use  the  information  for  ulterior 
ohjects  of  their  own.  However,  he  felt  he 
could  not  speak  with  sufficient  authority 
on  the  subject  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility, on  behalf  of  the  Government,  of  re- 
sisting the  Bill.  If,  however,  the  second 
reading  was  agreed  to,  he  must  ask  that 
any  further  proceedings  might  be  de- 
ferred until  such  time  as  the  Oovem- 
ment  could  consider  what  course  they 
would  take 

Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK  said,  he 
thought  there  was  much  force  in  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  in  consider- 
ing that  the  Bill  was  open  to  consider- 
able objection,  and  that  the  very  objects 
the  hon.  Member  had  in  view  would  be 
imperilled  if  it  passed ;  whilst  it  would 
inflict  a  hardship  on  Companies,  in 
rendering  them  liable  to  heavy  penal- 
ties without  notice.  The  Bill  g^ve 
persons  who  had  no  connection  what- 
ever with  a  Company  the  right  of  in- 
spection of  the  proposed  register  at  a 
nominal  fee,  which  he  thought  was  too 
low.  Again,  the  penalty  of  £2  a-day 
was  very  high.  If  the  Directors  of  a 
Company  were  unaware  of  this  Bill,  and 
omitted  to  keep  such  a  separate  register, 
the  Company  would  find  itself  liable  to 
a  very  heavy  fine  for  an  offence  of 
which  it  was  quite  uncoD  scions.  He  did 
not  like  to  do  anything  that  would  soem 
ungracious  in  the  matter,  and  if  it 
were  the  feeling  of  the  House  to  pass 
the  second  reading  he  would  not  object ; 
but  he  hoped  if  the  aeoond  reading  was 

Mr,  C.  r.  D.  Acland 


passed  that  ample  time  would  be  given 
to  consider  the  Bill  further,  and  that  he 
should  receive  some  assurance  from  the 
hon.  Member  that  he  would  reconsider 
those  points  in  Committee. 

Mb.  H.  W.  west  said,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  Bill  should  not  be 
allowed  to  pass  a  second  reading,  and 
regretted  that  none  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Government  were  present  to  give 
their  views  regarding  it.  If  carried  into 
law,  its  provisions  would  lead  to  a  set  of 
adventurers  going  the  round,  and  find- 
ing out  the  names  in  which  unclaimed 
dividends  or  stocks  stood,  and  the  num- 
ber of  advertisements  for  daimants 
would  be  increased  rather  than  dimi- 
nished. 

Mb.  CBOMPTON,  in  supporting  the 
second  reading,  said,  reference  had  been 
made  to  the  hardship  of  Companies 
having  to  keep  these  registers  deolaring 
the  property  which  was  in  their  hands 
and  which  did  not  belong  to  them ;  but 
it  was  a  much  greater  hu^ship  that  the 
persons  entitled  to  such  property  should 
be  without  the  means  of  discovering  it. 
Not  only  that,  but  if  it  would  be  a  very 
arduous  task  for  Companies  to  keep  a 
register  of  such  ahares — they  must  have 
a  large  amount  of  property  in  their 
hands  without  an  owner.  There  ought 
to  be  some  way  by  which  these  Coti- 
panies  should  be  bound  to  make  public 
the  amount  of  property  they  had  in  their 
hands,  and  the  owners  of  which  could 
not  be  found;  and  the  Bill  dealt,  to  a 
certain  extent,  with  that  great  difficulty. 
He  should  like  to  see  the  Bill  go  a  great 
deal  further.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if 
a  Bailway  Company  was  not  able  to  find 
out  to  whom  dividends  should  be  paid 
that  ought  to  be  published  yearly  In  the 
accounts  of  the  Bailway  Company.  If 
the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  he 
would,  in  Committee,  introduce  a  clause 
providing  that  wherever  the  person  to 
whom  dividends  were  due  could  not  be 
found  there  should  be  a  year-by-year 
register,  in  which  these  unclaimed  divi- 
dends should  appear.  All  reason  was 
in  favour  of  some  such  scheme  as  that, 
though  there  might  be  some  alterations 
in  Committee.  He  was  obliged  to  his 
hon.  Friend  who  had  introduced  the 
Bill  for  having  brought  forward  a  great 
public  grievance.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  accept  it ;  in  his  idea  it  had  only 
one  defect,  that  it  did  not  go  ha 
enough. 
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Question  put 

The  House  iiriM  :^Ajm  107 ;  Noee 
88:  Majoritj  lO.^'DiT.  Litt,  No.  15.) 

Bill  r^ad  m  socond  time,  and  d^mmiUtd 
for  Tuftds^  next* 

COAL  MIKES  REOriJiTIOK  ACT  'ia72 

AUEKDMRNT  BILU-[Bill  109  ] 

,Jir,   Artkmr  O*C^mm0r,  Mr.  T.  A    (rC^ttn^r.) 

AKCOHD    BBADOro. 

Order  for  Socood  Reading  read. 

Mm.  ABTHUR  OVONNOB,  in 
moTing  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
•econd  time,  said,  ita  obji^ct  waa  to  pro- 
tect the  livee  of  workmen  in  coal  mtne«, 
and  also  to  enable  them  to  guard  their 
own  interoete  hj  having  olficiaU  who 
ehould  bo  iodept'odent  altogether  of  the 
ootrul  of  th(«  mine^iwner.  The  first  pro- 
po«al  in  the  Bill  had  roferenco  to  the 
ch(^  k-weighor,  and  provided  that  in 
future  Uio  chei-k-wrigher  should  be  ap* 
|>oint«Hl  bjr  a  majoritj  of  tho  workmen, 
and  should  really  be  the  independent 
repree<»ntaUre  of  the  workmen.  In  the 
1 8th  sf^tion  of  the  Act  it  was  provided 
that  the  pt^rson  appointed  as  chock- 
weigher  must  bf  in  the  emplovmeot  of 
tho  owner  of  the  mine.  What  was 
wanted  hj  this  Bill  was  that  the  check* 
weigher  should  l>e  altogi«ther  iodepen* 
dent  of  the  inHurnro  which  the  mine- 
ownor  would  bring  to  bear  on  a  |>erson 
in  such  a  portion.  Il««  propoMnl  that 
tho  appointment  by  the  men  should  be 
onlj  after  a  meeting,  duly  convened  after 
the  usual  notice  had  been  exhibited  at 
the  place  where  such  notices  were  gene* 
rally  placed.  In  c(*rtatn  casee,  he  was 
given  to  understand,  it  would  be  inooa- 
Teaient  to  have  such  a  regulation,  aa 
moat  of  the  meettnga  were  convenod  by 
word  of  mouth ;  but,  in  regard  to  a  small 
matter  of  that  kind,  he  should  be  glad 
to  accept  any  modification  that  might 
appear  good  to  the  Ilou«e.  Next,  ho 
wished  to  secure  that  the  miaea  should 
be  inspected  monthly.  At  present  tho  ' 
inspection  of  minea  waa  certainly  not 
what  it  ought  to  be ;  for  they  wero 
practically  seldom  inspected  until  afl«»r 
some  terrible  accident  had  ocenrred.  I 
The  Inspectors  had  the  right  to  carry  on  t 
such  a  system  of  inspection  as  should  ■ 
sooure  roa^onablo  pnK^antiona  against  ' 
accidents  and  lo«s  of  life ;  but,  as  a  mat-  - 
ter  of  fart,  the  inspecti«>n  of  minee  was 
not,  aa  he  had  aaid,  by  any  maaaa  what ' 


it  should  be ;  and  everyone  eoncomed 
with  mining  must  feel  that  some  aooh 
provision  was  necessary  in  order  to  meet 
the  reasonable  expectationa  of  the  men. 
The  proposal  in  the  Bill  waa  not  pre- 
ciiu*ly  that  made  by  the  miners  them- 
«u%lTee.  As  he  was  aware,  the  Itinera' 
Conference  in  Birmingham,  asaembUnl 
in  (Viuncil  on  January  last,  raoommeaded 
that  the  inspe^ion  should  be  made  every 
three  montns.  Of  course,  it  was  very 
plain  that  if  th«*y  insisted  on  the  inspcc- 
tii>n  of  every  mine  in  the  country  every 
month  they  would  have  materially  to 
increaae  the  staff  of  Ios|>ectora,  which 
would  involve  a  considerable  expense. 
The  queetion  of  oxitoono.  however,  ought 
to  be  no  bar  to  a  salutary  change ;  and 
it  might  be  easy  to  devise  an  arrange- 
ment, according  to  which  only  thoae 
minea  specially  reporte^l  to  reciuire  fre- 
quent inspectiim  would  be  inspected 
once  a  month.  Many  experienced  miners 
said  that  there  ought  to  be  no  practical 
difficulty  in  the  in^|)cction  of  each  mine 
once  a  month ;  and  the  only  difficulty, 
therefore,  appeared  to  be  that  of  expense 
in  the  appointment  of  additional  Inspec- 
tors ;  and  as  to  that,  it  would  be  better 
to  expend  a  large  amount  in  order  to 

J  prevent  <*alamities  auch  aa  occurred 
rom  time  t  >  time,  involving  what  waa 
considered  to  be  a  nreventible  lots  of 
life.  Thon  ho  wished  to  secure  the 
assent  of  tho  House  to  a  modification  of 
the  Act  of  1872,  «ith  regard  to  what  was 
known  as  dangerous  working  placaa — 
a#,  for  instance,  a  place  where  there  waa 
likely  to  be  an  interruption  of  ventala* 
tion  and  an  accumulation  of  gas  through 
a  fall  of  the  roof.     By  the  Act  it  was 

Srovid<*d  that  in  plac<*s  where  there  waa 
angerous  accumulation  of  gas  no  lamp 
or  light  should  be  umhI  other  than  a 
locked  safety  lamp.  He  wished  to  pro- 
vide that  in  what  was  known  aa  nory 
mines  no  light  other  than  the  locked 
safety  lamp  should  be  uaed  in  any  work- 
ing where  it  might  appear  that  a  tem- 
porary derangement  of  the  me«ns  of 
vontilation  might  oiv-ur,  and  that  aoch 
working  should  be  deemed  a  dangerous 
working  pla'H^.  The  next  proposal  waA 
that  the  men  should  not  be  treated  in 
a  way  that  at  pres<»nt  smacked  vory  much 
of  the  old  tally  system.  In  many  minea 
in  tho  far  north  there  waa  an  o^tabliahed 
practice,  on  the  part  of  emoloyers,  of 
koeping  in  their  own  hands  a  aom 
equal  to  a  miaar^s  week's  wagaa,  which 
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the  men  called  ''  Ijing  "  money ;  and  if 
the  men  needed  money  they  were 
obliged  to  ask  for  advances,  which  were 
made  at  a  considerable  interest.  The 
men  were  bled  in  a  rery  unfair  manner 
by  the  making  of  these  so-called  ad- 
yances  while  money  was  owing  to  them ; 
and  the  Bill  proposed  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  withholding  of  the  wages  that  were 
due,  and  that  where  advances  were 
made  no  money  should  be  charged  for 
such  adrances.  By  the  next  dause  he 
proposed  that  the  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures Act  of  1878  shoiud  apply  to  all 
mines,  and  to  repeal  the  Saving  Clause, 
which  had  hitherto  permitted  the  use  of 
**  the  measures  and  gauges  ordinarily 
used  in  such  mines."  This  was  neces- 
sary to  assure  the  men  from  many  a  loss, 
which  at  present  they  had  to  complain 
of,  by  reason  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
standard  of  measurement.  The  last 
clause  in  the  Bill  was  that  which  pro- 
posed that  firemen  should  be  examined 
and  certificated  by  Inspectors.  The 
duties  of  firemen  in  regard  to  the  lives 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  em- 
ployed in  mines  could  hardly  be  over- 
estimated in  respect  of  their  responsi- 
bility, or  the  immense  danger  that  might 
occur  by  their  negligence  or  want  of 
qualification;  and,  therefore,  he  pro- 
posed that  every  fireman  should  be  re- 
cognized as  qualified,  and  be  certificated 
by  an  Inspector.  This  might  not  be  a  com- 
prehensive measure,  but  it  dealt  with 
points  on  which  legislation  was  urgently 
needed,  and  he  hoped  it  would  receive 
the  assent  of  the  House.  He  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (ITr.  Arthur  O'Connor.) 

Mb.  TOMLINSON,  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months,  said,  he  did  not  deny  that 
there  were  matters  in  the  Bill  with  which 
it  was  desirable  Parliament  should  deal, 
and  that  there  were  matters  in  the  Aot 
which  eminently  called  for  modification. 
He  doubted,  however,  whether  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  was 
sufficiently  versed  in  the  subject;  audit 
was  hardly  possible,  he  thought,  for 
one  Member  to  combine  in  himself  the 
qualifications  necessary  for  dealing  with 
every  subject ;  but,  above  and  beyond 
that,  there  was  now  before  the  House  a 
Bill  by  the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir  B. 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Cmmar 


Assheton  Cross),  who  was  peonliarly 
able  to  deal  with  this  subject,  which,  if 
it  did  not  contain  all  the  mattors  which 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  did,  could 
easily  be  amended  in  that  direction,  if 
it  was  thought  desirable.  His  great 
objection  to  the  Bill  was  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  framed.  It  pro- 
fessed to  be  a  Bill  amending  the  Mines 
Regulation  Act.  It  dealt  with  several 
subjects  that  formed  the  subject-matter 
of  that  Act;  but  it  did  not  deal  with 
them  by  way  of  specific  Amendments, 
and  laid  down  new  regulations  without 
explaining  how  far  they  were  intended 
to  amend  the  present  Act,  or  how  far 
they  were  to  be  new  provisions  in  addi- 
tion to  them.  The  force  of  that  observa- 
tion would  appear  on  a  consideration  of 
Clause  2,  dealing  with  the  appointment 
of  check-weighers.  He  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  say  that  they  could  possibly 
leave  the  matter  as  it  stood  now ;  but 
that  was  a  subject  which  was  dealt  with 
in  the  Bill  of  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary. The  hon.  Member  proposed  that 
the  check-weighers  should  be  appointed 
by  a  majority  of  all  the  workmen ;  but 
there  were  at  every  mine  a  number  of 
men  who  were  not  paid  according  to  the 
output,  and  under  the  Bill  these  men 
might  attend  the  meetings  and  vote,  al- 
though they  were  not  in  any  way  affected 
by  the  check-weigher's  duties.  He  was 
oertein  a  clause  of  this  kind  would  give 
rise  to  all  sorts  of  difficulties.  He  sug- 
gested that  any  such  provision  should 
be  by  way  of  amendment  of  the  Act,  as 
was  proposed  in  the  Bill  of  bis  right  hon. 
Friend  the  late  Home  Secretai^.  His 
next  objection  to  the  Bill  was  to  the  pro* 
posal  to  examine  the  minee  at  least  once 
a  month.  He  could  hardly  imagine 
anything  more  fatal  to  a  proper  inspec- 
tion of  mines  than  a  rigid  rule  of  that 
kind.  Such  a  proposal  was  not  the  way 
to  secure  satisfactory  inspection ;  and  he 
thought  hon.  Members  who  repreeented 
the  miners  were  perfectly  conscious  of 
that.  It  was  not  at  all  trae  that  In- 
spectors only  inspected  mines  after 
accidents  had  taken  place.  What  he 
would  suggest  was  this^that  if  an  In* 
specter  was  worth  anything  he  onght  to 
know  what  mines  required  to  be  watehed 
with  strictness  and  what  mines  could  be 
dealt  with  more  leniently.  He  believed 
the  proposed  periodical  insnection  would 
do  more  harm  than  sooa,  because  it 
must  neceMarily  diminish  the  respoast* 
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bilitj  of  miniog  manager*;  and  aa  to 
tbo  practice  of  hotdiDg  wagea  back 
during  what  tho  Hon.  llamhcr  callcil 
*  Iring  time/'  it  c<*rtaiDlj  did  not  vxni 
in  iJiBcaahire.  The  proper  mode  of  §«• 
curing  (»fltciont  inapection  wa4  to  secure 
thomughlj  (impotent  Inipectora,  who 
should  be  left  to  carry  out  tho  inspection, 
subjmt  to  proper  rules  framed  at  the 
Homo  Office.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
necemarj  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
rentilation,  becaupo  the  matter  was  al- 
ntady  adequately  safeguarded  ;  and  the 
point  intended  to  be  guarded  against  by 
this  Itill  was  really  provided  for  by  the 
Art*  He  also  objected  to  the  provision 
that  no  firemen  should  be  appointed 
without  a  Cfrtifirate  of  qualification.  Tho 
la^t  dausf*  of  the  Hill  showed  that  itn 
author  was  not  familiar  with  the  anb- 
jiK-t.  II«*  doubted  tho  value  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  system  of  eertificatee  to 
perstins  holding  minor  offices.  He  a9k«»d 
the  House  to  n*jiH*t  the  Hill,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  a  careful ly*fV«med 
measun«  calculated  to  carry  out  the 
ohje<t«  aime<i  at. 

( oi/ixKL  BLUNDELTa,  in  siK^nding 
the  M<»tion  for  tho  rejection  of  the  Bill, 
said,  the  obj««ct  in  view  was  safety ;  but 
he  lH»liev«Ni  the  measure  would  have  an 
essitly  on|Mwiio  eif<*<'t,  because  it  sub- 
stituttnl  tor  the  r«*sp<mnibtlity  of  the 
manager,  who  was  ri»«ideut  on  the  s{v>t 
and  wa«  o mutant ly  th<*n*.  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  In«p<»rtor  making  a  fitful 
in«|>echon  onro  a  month.  H««  thought, 
however,  the  numln^r  of  In^pfctors  ought 
to  l>e  inrr«»Sf»t«d,  h«*cauM«  many  of  them 
had  (ii«itrirts  whi^h  wcn^  t«M>  largn.  The 
cimI  mines  of  thi«  country  were  a  ter- 
miaabh*  annuity,  and  an  annuity  which 
waa  terminating  at  an  ever- increasing 
rate;  aod  it  wa^  very  important  that  the 
Inspectors  should  have  a  complete  know* 
ledge  of  their  districts,  t^y  that  th**y 
might  know  what  c«»al  waa  wsntod,  and 
thereby  hist  to  the  nation.  Therefore, 
he  thought  there  should  be  ao  inspec- 
tion of  all  mines  once  a  year ;  but  the 
pn>posal  to  have  them  inspected  once  a 
month  Would  make  mining  in  this  coun- 
try perfec  tly  onsafe.  Ho  h«'ped  when  the 
Mining  <^>mmission  report«Hl  working 
with  naked  lights  woula  not  be  allowod 
in  any  mine  of  a  kind  that  could  be  re- 
gar«l«-<i  as  fii^ry.  Tho  proposal  that  fire- 
men should  pa«s  an  eiamination  was 
vnoeteoaary — that  ahottld  lie  with  the 
manager.    He  considered  tlint  the  Bill! 


ought  not  to  be  paasad,  becanaa  atioh 
claiisea  as  were  beneficial  ware  eontained 
in  the  measure  which  waa  going  to  be 
brought  forward  by  tho  late  Homo  Se- 
cretary, and  what  remaint d  ought  not 
to  bo  tonchf^i  till  the  Royal  (V>mmission 
upon  Min<*a  had  made  ita  Report. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
tho  word  "  now,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
QueMion  to  add  the  words  *'  u|)on  this 
day  six  months.'* —  Jfr.  Tssi/mj^  ' 

Question  proposinl,  **That  tho  word 
*  now  *  atand  part  of  tho  Question.** 

Mb.  J.  WILSON  n^mf\l0m'U^Sprimf) 
said,  that  aa  ono  of  the  Members  repre- 
seating  the  opposite  aide  lo  the  hon. 
Momber  who  nad  movtMl  the  rejection  of 
the  measure  he  thought  he  might  say  a 
few  words,  and  add  something,  not, 
perhapa,  of  so  eloquent  a  nature  as  tho«o 
who  had  preceded  him,  but  of  a  practical 
nature  at  leaat  to  the  discnaaion.  He 
belonged  to  a  class  (the  miners'  which 
had  recoivod  ver}'  large  benefits  from 
the  Min<*s  Regulation  Act  of  1872. 
They  recognised  the  worth  of  that  Act, 
and  had  felt  iU  benefits.  Still,  at  the 
same  time,  being  atouainteti  with  ita 
working,  they  wt-re  able  from  their  posi- 
tion to  real  ire  the  defiHts  in  it.  The 
necessity  for  the  amendment  of  that 
Act  was,  he  thoufrht,  very  apparent. 
They  con<*idere<l  that  the  numWr  of 
aocidents  still  taking  place  in  their 
mines — arridents  not  arising  so  much 
from  explosions,  but  arising  fr^>m  the 
every-day  occurrences  due  to  unskilful 
and  neglectful  o)>eratione— waat«K>  large. 
The  hon.  Memt>er  for  Morp«»th  (Mr. 
Burt)  had  givon  a  number  of  statistics  of 
the  A'  cidents  which  had  taken  place  in 
their  mtne^  fm  10  yeara  ending  lN84; 
and  he  found  tmm  that  Return  that  the 
^>tal  number  of  men  who  had  Imh^u 
kill<«d  by  thes«*  aaridents  was  no  ln«s  than 
1 1 . 1  (>.'i.  The  p4<n  ontago  was  as  follows : 
—  II  |)er  cent  of  thes«*  deaths  resulted 
frt>m  falls— every-dav  occurrences;  29 
per  cent  werecautod  bv  explosi«mB  ;  and 
5f>  per  cent  were  miscellaneous  accidents. 
He  thought  that  waa  an  anpnllrng  fact 
taking  plar^  in  their  mid«t,  and  one 
aufllcicnt  of  itself  to  induct*  hon.  (}entle- 
m««n  on  both  sid«'s  of  th^  Housa  to 
di>vote  their  minds  to  the  amendment 
of  this  Act  in  order  to  secure  the  safer 
working  of  the  minea.  He  waa  very 
much  ooliged,  aa  n  miner,  to  the  hon. 
(Gentleman  tho  Member  for  I^negnl  (Mr. 
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Artlinr  O'Connor)  who  had  introduced 
this  Bill.  He  was  only  sorrj  that  his 
learning  and  aptitude  to  take  hold  of  the 
general  working  ofthe  Mines  Regulation 
Act  was  not  backed  by  the  advantage — 
which,  he  admitted,  might  have  been 
somewhat  hardly  acquired— of  having 
worked  for  two  or  three  years  in  a  mine 
himself,  in  order  that  he  might  hare 
been  better  acquainted  with  the  tech- 
nicalities of  the  subject.  But  he  felt 
sure  of  this — that  the  miners  of  the 
coimtry  and  their  cause,  through  his  ad- 
vocacy and  the  advocacy  of  all  those  who 
had  taken  up  the  subject,  would  be  far 
better  known  and  appreciated  than  they 
had  been,  and  that  they  would  not  be 
looked  upon  as  a  sort  of  '*  bugbear,"  as 
they  now  sometimes  were  by  men  who 
were  ignorant  of  them.  Ho  hoped  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  forgive  him,  how- 
ever, if  he  ventured  to  point  out  one  or 
two  facts  in  order  to  show  that  the  Bill 
did  not  go  as  far  as  the  miners  would  like 
it  to  go.  He  was  at  one  with  him 
in  the  distance  which  the  Bill  went  in 
relation  of  check- weighmen.  What  it 
sought  to  give  them  was  perfectly  just. 
All  they  asked  was  that  the  man  who 
weighed  the  materials  the  production  of 
which  formed  the  miners'  living  should 
be  their  servant ;  that  they  should  have 
the  providing  of  him  and  the  judging  of 
him.  As  it  was  at  present,  this  man 
must  be  amenable  to  the  firm,  and  might 
be  discharged,  as  men  had  over  and 
over  again  been  discharged,  for  very 
frivolous  causes.  He  ventured  to  think 
that  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill  (Mr.  Tomlinson) 
were  to  become  a  member  of  the  Union 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  would 
take  part  in  that  Union,  and  give  them 
the  benefit  of  his  learning,  he  would  find 
he  was  quite  outside  with  regard  to  the 
way  and  the  manner  in  whicE  he  looked 
at  this  point. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  that  he  did 
not  object  to  the  principle  of  that  portion 
of  the  Bill.  He  only  maintaineid  that 
the  form  in  which  it  was  dealt  with  in 
the  Bill  of  the  late  Home  Seoretaxy  was 
better,  and  that  that  form  had  better  be 
adhered  to. 

Mb.  J.  WILSON  said,  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  if  a  man  took  a  child 
under  his  care  he  would  consider  that 
that  child  was  the  best.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  he  thought  the 
proposal  before  them  was  the  better  of 
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the  two.  But  the  Bill  did  not  go  far 
enough  in  that  direction.  He  held  that  a 
law  which  governed  a  man  in  his  work 
ought  not,  legally,  at  any  rate,  to  govern 
him  when  away  from  that  work.  The 
House  would  scarcely  credit  it  that  in 
this  country,  which  was  noted  for  law 
and  justice,  a  check- weighman  had  been 
turned  awav  from  his  work,  and  the 
miners  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  man 
whom  they  trusted,  simply  because  he 
went  where  he  had  no  right  to  go — 
namely,  into  the  manager's  garden,  and 
took  away  two  apples.  He  was  not  at 
one  with  the  hon.  Member  in  his  pro- 
posal for  the  inspection  of  mines  once  a 
month.  He  had  worked  in  the  pits. 
The  last  work  he  did  in  the  pit  was  as  a 
pit  Inspector,  and  he  could  assure  the 
House  that  it  took  a  week  to  carefully 
examine  that  mine  as  it  should  be  done. 
Therefore,  he  thought  that  a  period  of 
a  month  was  rather  too  short  a  lapse 
of  time  between  one  inspection  and 
another.  But  he  agreed  with  the  gene- 
ral principle  of  the  proposal.  He  should 
wish  now  to  add  a  few  items  which  he 
would  like  to  see  incorporated  into  any 
measure  that  was  brought  forward.  He 
would  like  the  Bill  to  prohibit  entirely 
the  employment  of  all  women  either  in 
or  about  mines.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
civilized  and  sensitive  ears— those  of 
men  touched  with  humanity,  who  were 
not  acquainted  with  the  working  of 
mines— would  be  astounded  when  he 
said  that  there  was  in  one  county  alone — 
that  of  Lancashire — working  about  the 
mines,  doing  work  fit  only  for  the  mus- 
cular and  strong  hands  of  men,  no  less 
than  1, 1 72  women.  He  believed  that  it 
was  a  woman's  place  to  do  much  more 
delicate  work  than  that.  As  a  workman 
speakinsr  on  behalf  of  workmen,  he  said 
that  no  Act  would  be  complete  which  did 
not  prohibit  entirelv  the  employment  of 
female  labour  in  this  obnoxious  work. 
The  oharffe  of  taxing  the  earnings  of 
the  men  he  was  glad  to  say  did  not 
apply  to  Durham  and  Northumberland. 
He  thought  it  only  fair  to  say  that  he 
did  not  know  a  single  instance  of  this 
kind  happening  in  those  parts;  bnt  if  it 
were  done  he  thought  that  any  Bill 
which  was  passed  should  prohibit  the 
practice,  especially  remembering  that 
the  owner  usually  had  a  week's  money 
lying  on  his  hands.  Another  thing 
which  was  important  was  this.  They 
wanted  in  any  new  Minee  Act  that  might 
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b«  pni>d  tha  appoiotmaot  of  m 
of  Minet.  If  he  wm  not  doUuning  the 
Houto  with  hU  nuiden  8|HMK)h^aa  he  wm 
pftuang  through  th«  baptism  of  oratoij 
which  all  of  thorn  would  bare  to  in  this 
new  Parliament— be  would  like  to  sajr 
this,  that  the  mines  of  this  oountrj  were 
beooming  verj  gigantic  oDterpriios ;  and 
with  all  deference  to  Uome  Heoretaries, 
past,  present,  or  future,  he  held  that  the 
man  who  had  the  charge  and  inspi^ction 
of  mines  should  be  one  who  aid  not 
need  instruction  from  miners,  but  who 
was  teohnioalljr  iostructsd  himself.  With 
regard  to  prondin^  further  against  the 
rtnks  peculiar  to  mining  operationsi  he 
belie  red  that  there  were  mines  in  the 
country  where  it  was  not  safe  to  use 
gunpowder.  There  had  been  cafes  where 
explosions  had  been  traced  dearly  to  the 
shot  fired;  and  he,  therefore,  thought 
the  time  had  arrived  when  the  science 
of  the  country  should  be  devotoi  per* 
bans  a  little  lets  to  the  art^  of  warfare, 
and  more  to  the  peaceful  application  of 
its  reM>urces  to  the  safety  ot  life,  and  tu 
proTiding  some  means  whereby  the  pro* 
duction  of  the  ctml  which  was  so  neves* 
sary  to  life  should  be  as  safe  as  pcmible. 
If  th<»  s4HX>nd  reading  of  the  bill  was 
psAs«Hl,  he  had  no  doubt  that  in  Com* 
mitt«>e  the  amendments  he  had  s'ig« 
g««sto<l  would  be  incorporated ;  and  if 
the  Govc^mment  t«M>k  upon  themselves  to 
bring  in  a  measure,  be  n'>i>e  1  they  would 
set*  tiiat  the  pnipt)sitioDS  brought  for- 
ward by  ths  miners  were  rea*'>nable,  and 
such  as  tuticht  to  be  acieptc**!. 

If  a  SKION-KAUU  wd,  he  had  not 
had  the  advantage  of  working  in  a 
mini*,  like  the  hon.  Member  .Mr.  J. 
WilaDii ..  nor  did  he  claim  to  have  an  in> 
timate  knowledge  of  this  subject;  but 
his  constituency  contained  a  good  num* 
lH»r  of  ci'liiers,  and  having  taken  the 
trouble  to  asc«*rtain  thoir  vifws,  he  had 
come  to  the  conduiiion  that  they  had 
many  solid  grievanci*s  which  ought  to 
be  n*drt»«MHl,  and  wbirh  the  liiU  would 
do  S4»mething  to  reme«ly.  With  regard 
to  rhet'k'Weighers,  miners  undoubtedlv 
suffered  a  great  deal,  and  he  agre«*d  with 
the  effort  being  made  to  intruduee  fresh 
arrAnicementt  m  regard  to  them»  As  to 
the  otiier  clauses  of  the  Bill,  the  hon. 
Mt'oiber  who  introduced  the  measure 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Qinnor)  had  hims«df  ad- 
mitted! that  they  were  somewhat  crude, 
and  did  not  meet  the  necesiities  of  the 
case.    Monthly  inspection  woold  cause 
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esoense,  and  therefore  he 
'^'inc^^  ^^^  ^>^^  infp«>tion  should  b« 
quarterly,  ext^ept  in  the  case  of  danger* 
out  mines.  lie  agreed  with  the  hon« 
MeiuU«r  for  I>urham  Mr.  J.  Wilson)  as 
to  the  inadvisability  of  employing  women 
at  all  in  mines.  There  was  one  point 
which  had  been  entirely  omitted  in  the 
discussion  which  was  of  aerioua  intersat 
to  the  miners,  and  that  was  that  the  re> 
lativea  and  those  oonneoled  witk  the  ool« 
liers  killed  in  accidenta  in  the  minea 
should  be  allowed  to  appear  before  the 
Coroner  and  make  statt«ments,  in  order 
that  the  proper  verdicts  might  be  arrived 
at.  He  cimceived  it  was  quite  open  to 
hon.  Members  of  the  House  to  support 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  even  while  thepr 
wishe4l  to  introduce  Amendments ;  and  it 
was  in  that  spirit  that  he  d«*«ired  to  sup* 
port  the  second  reading.  He  trusted  the 
hon.  Member  for  Durham  ;Mr.  J.  Wilson) 
and  the  other  hon.  Members  who  repre* 
Minted  mining  constituencies,  would  be- 
lieve that  there  were  many  of  the  occu* 
j>ants  of  the  Opposition  Benches  who 
were  as  deairous  as  any  of  advt)cating 
the  claims  of  men  who  were  following 
such  a  dangerous  and  hasardous  ocoupa* 
tion  at  that  of  a  coal  miner. 

Ma.  riOKARD  said,  as  far  as  he  un- 
dersto  m1  the  Bill,  it  c  >m'nanded  his  ap« 
proval  and  support.  In  the  past  there 
Lad  be«*a  much  di Acuity  in  app  nnting 
and  keeping  check-weighers,  wno  were 
fr«H|uentiy  remove!  from  thoir  p*»sta 
tbrough  end ««avou ring  to  do  their  duty 
by  the  men.  For  meet  trivial  causes 
they  had  been  taken  before  magistrate 
and  dealt  with  summarily.  Home  owners 
gave  perfect  liberty  of  meeting  to  thear 
colliers ;  others  did  all  thev  could  to  pre- 
vent meetings.  In  one  case  it  was  da> 
sired  to  call  a  me4»ting  at  the  pit*s  aoutli 
— a  practii>e  to  which  many  proprietors 
and  managers  did  not  objt^t,  but  whioli 
others  did  all  they  could  t«>  prevent.  The 
check-weigher,  not  being  at  liberty  to 
csll  the  men  together  verbally,  stuck 
one  notice  on  his  bac*k  and  another  on 
his  brsast,  stating  tliat  the  meeting  was 
to  be  held.  This  was  considered  an  in- 
stance in  which  the  wi*ighman  had 
"  otherwise  mistonduoted  himself,**  and 
he  had  to  leave  and  eeek  wt>rk  else- 
where. What  the  men  wanted  was  to 
be  in  a  pj«ition  to  get  the  men  they 
wanted  to  do  their  work  a«  check- 
weighers  at  the  pit  bank,  ao  that  the 
maaafer  might  not  liave  the  power  to 
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preyent  them  selecting  whom  they  liked 
for  ^e  pit  bank,   whether  they  were 
emplayds  of  the  said  colliery    or    not. 
A  case  was  tried    at    Chesterfield  in 
which    the    men    contended    for    this 
right.    The  question  was  fully  raised, 
but  the  result  was  that  the  men  lost 
the  day.      The   miners  wanted  to  be 
represented  by  a  man  who  would  see 
that  justice  was  done  to  all  concerned 
by  looking  after  the  weight,  and  pre- 
venting   undue    deductions    from    the 
men's  wages.  The  deductions  which  the 
masters'  weighers  might  make  from  the 
totals  of  the  men's  gettings  were  a  yery 
serious  matter,  and  there  were  collieries 
in  which  the  deductions  had  amounted 
to  7,000  tons  a-year.    In  some  cases  the 
men  had  very  little  power  indeed  to  pro- 
tect themselves  against  wrongful  deduc- 
tions.   Then,  in  regard  to  inspection,  he 
was  one  of  those  who  thought  there 
ought  to  be  more  inspection  than  they 
had  at  the  present  time;  but  there  could 
not  be  more  with  the  present  number  of 
Inspectors.     In  Yorkshire  there  were 
only  three  Inspectors  for  422  mines,  and 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  properly 
visit  these  mines  if  they  were  ceaselessly 
occupied  night  and  day,  and  had  clerical 
duties  to  perform  and  inquiries  to  attend ; 
but  he  was  glad  to  be  able  to  add  that  the 
work  that  was  done  was  very  well  done, 
and  there  was  nothing  to  complain  of. 
But  there  ought  to  be  more  Inspectors, 
and  they  ought  to  be  able  to  pay  sur- 
prise visits,  without  sending  notice  to 
managers  or  anyone  else.    He  did  not 
believe  that  inspection  could  be  worth 
much  when  it  was  known  when  it  was  to 
take  place,  and  at  stated  times.     The 
inspections  should  take  place  without 
either  the  owners  or  the  managers  of 
mines  knowing  when  they  were  about 
to  be  held.    The  instructions  that  were 
issued  by  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Member  for  Lancashire  (Sir  E.  Assheton 
Gross),  when  he  was  at  the  Home  Office 
in  1872,  had  produced  the  best  results. 
The  dause  of  this  Bill  relating  to  dan- 
gerons  places  was,  he  believed,  unneces- 
sary, b^use  the  case  was  provided  for 
by  the  Act  of  1 872.   The  system  of  with- 
holding  wages  and  lending  money  on 
interest  did  not  prevail  in  Yorkshire, 
and  he  should  have  liked  to  have  heard 
where  it  was  done.    He  approved  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Clause.    The  ut- 
most difficulty  was  foand  in  getting  In- 
apectors  of  Weights  and  Measures  to  go 
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to  collieries  to  inspect  the  machines  and 
test  them.  At  present,  most  of  the  In- 
spectors of  Weights  and  Measures  stated 
tnat  they  had  no  power  to  go  to  the 
machines  on  the  pit  banks  and  examine 
and  test  them  under  the  Act  of  1872 ; 
but  this  was  a  mistake— that  Act 
did  give  them  power  in  that  neoeasary 
direction.  He  knew  from  correspon- 
dence with  the  Board  of  Trade  that 
the  Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures had  such  powers  under  the  Act  of 
1872.  There  were,  however,  only  a  few 
mine  owners  who  willingly  submitted 
their  weighing  machinery  to  inspection ; 
and  he  thought  he  might  mention  in 
that  hall — ^he  begged  pardon,  in  that 
Assembly — the  name  of  Mr.  Superin- 
tendent Hall,  of  Wakefield,  who  did 
his  duty  without  being  asked  or  com- 
pelled to  do  so.  It  often  happened 
when  gas  abounded  in  mines  that  it  was 
not  reported,  and  when  explosions  took 
place  the  hidden  dangers  from  the 
gaseous  mines  were  never  brought  to 
light.  There  were  certain  mines  which 
were  well  known  to  be  dangerous  mineSy 
where  one  would  not  be  allowed  to  carry 
a  small  naked  light.  He  considered  that 
in  all  mines  there  should  be  employed 
day  by  day  duly  qualified  and  competent 
overmen  and  firemen  to  examine  them ; 
and  the  overman  or  fireman,  whether  of 
a  mine,  or  of  a  g^ven  district  in  a  mine» 
should  be  a  man  competent  to  write  out 
his  own  report  and  sign  it,  and  so  be  re- 
sponsible to  the  manager  of  the  mine  for 
it.  The  miners  also  wanted  a  change  in 
the  certificated  manager,  so  that  he  might 
be  free  of  some  agent  placed  above  him— 
some  controlling  power  who  required  the 
manager  to  manage  the  mine  in  accord- 
ance with  his  wishes  and  instructions. 
The  certificated  manager  of  a  mine  ought 
to  be  made  responsible  for  what  was 
carried  out  in  it.  Then  the  under  mana- 
ger should  have  a  second  class  certificate, 
and  be  held  responsible  for  what  took 
place  under  his  direction ;  but  the 
second  class  certificated  manager  not  to 
be  considered  the  certified  manager  of 
the  mine.  In  some  mines  it  was  usual 
to  use  extreme  caution,  especially  in  re* 
g^d  to  small  lights,  which  were  not 
allowed  unprotected  in  those  mines; 
yet  it  was  very  curious  that  while  those 
naked  lights  were  not  permitted  in  such 
mines,  shots  were  often  fired  which 
caused  a  flame  of  30  yards  in  len^h. 
They  required  blasttngin  all  sueh  mmea 
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ptohtbitod,  and  if  anyone  riolatod  the 
Act  of  Parltament  a  ctimmoa  iofunncr 
ahoold  bo  aUowM  to  take  up  tho  oaao, 
aa  under  the  preient  Act  tho  workmon 
oould  not  initiate  anj  proaecution,  whilst 
the  ooUtonr  owner  and  manager  could 
do  ao  without  the  tanctton  or  in  tor- 
Tontion  of  the  Home  Socretary.  Tho 
mine  ownor  could  proceed  againut  any 
miner  whom  he  liked,  and  the  minen 
ought  to  be  put  upon  tho  aame  ftot- 
ing  aa  their  employera  in  this  n^]M«ct. 
Again,  the  minors  wanted  power  to 
enter  the  Coroner**  Court,  and  not  be 
aubjcct  to  the  i>ermiMion  of  the  Coro- 
nor.  The  Coroners  very  of  ton  in^uitod  the 
minors  whon  thoy  attended  thoir  (^ourts. 
Their  duty  was  to  attend  tho  Coroners* 
Courts,  and  so  help,  in  giving  oviilonce, 
to  bring  about  a  knowKnlgo  of  the  true 
cause  of  death,  which  wax  a  public  duty, 
lu  concluAion,  ho  would  say  that  ho 
agreed  with  many  port'ums  of  the  Bill 
now  nndor  di4ou«»ion,  but  it  did  not  go 
far  enough  in  the  directions  he  had  iudi- 
cat4Ml.  Ha  trUftfHl  that  the  Uov<Tnm<'tit 
would  take  up  tho  wholo  quoMion,  with 
the  intt>ntion  of  d<»filiog  with  it  at  as 
€*nrly  a  day  as  pofti^iblo.  That  b«'ir.g  ««>, 
ho  hoped  that  thoro  would  W  no  divir*ion 
on  the  Hill,  and  that  the  htm.  Mombor 
<,Mr.  Tomiin«on)  would  not  iH'r»i»t  with 
hin  .Vmc-ndmont. 

Sir  H.  ASSHCToNi  KOSS  wd.  ho 
had  iDtnMlurt*^!  a  Hillof  hisown  rolutinff 
to  the  sanio  subject,  but  he  did  not  h»«»k 
with  tho  smailoi^t  y  alousy  on  the  liiil 
now  un«b*r  considoratiou.  On  tho  c<»n- 
trary,  ho  lookoil  up<'n  the  hon.  If  enihor 
Mr'  Arthur  ti'(\it.iior^  who  brought  it 
forward  as  a  follow*«orkor  in  the  same 
cau<M«,  and  ho  should  bo  glad  to  co- 
operate with  him  in  order  to  secure  tho 
sAfotT  of  those  who  wore  engaged  in 
this  daii^onms  occupation  in  tho  work- 
ing  of  the  minims.  They  had  hoard  two 
•poi'«  ht*s  from  hon.  U<*ntl«»nion  who  had 
b4<on  engagod  in  minos,  and  with  whom 
ho  sym|Nithi<tKi  very  much.  In  rogard  to 
the  use  of  blast  I  U|(  powder,  osp4*f-ially 
in  dangvrous  minoo,  that  was  a  ciut-s- 
tion  which  intt rested  him  oxtremoly 
whon  he  was  at  tho  Homo  ( H\u  o,  and 
ho  msdo  a  great  many  incjuiric  %  about  it. 
But  he  found  at  that  time  that  tho 
opinion  of  tho  Inspectors  and  of  thomon 
thomstUea  was  twtx  murh  divadetl  on 
the  point.  In  cons4*4|uenc«  of  that  divi- 
sion of  oiunion,  he  had  applied  to 
the  Boyal  bucieljr  for  the  opimoB  of 
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jaeientifio  ezperta,  and  a  Oommisaton 
appointed  by  it  had  been  oonsidering 
tho  vubject  for  tho  last  six  or  aeron 
ra.  They  promised  him  bofore  he 
oft  Office  that  the  Boport  should  be 
shortly  placed  in  his  bands;  and  he 
engaged  whon  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
studying  it  to  carry  out  its  objis^t  aa 
soon  as  |>o»Aihle.  Tho  matter  had  now 
nass4*d  into  other  hands  ;  but  whon  tho 
iio{>ort  was  prosentt«d,  on  that  point  and 
als«»  as  regard«*d  an  improyod  mode  of 
lighting  mines,  ho  promi*»od  the  (tovem* 
ux'ut  hi<*  hearty  support  of  aor  moasure 
framed  in  acctirdanco  with  the  rocom* 
mendations  of  the  (^ommitsion.  He 
hoptnl  thore  would  not  bo  any  m«*asure  of 
a  drastic  kind  until  tho  Koport  was  pro« 
flonttnl,  which  might  bo  this  week  or 
next.  The  (lovornment  might  say  if 
they  were  going  to  introdaco  a  Bill  that 
tho  other  Bills  ought  to  bo  withdrawn. 
Ho  was  of  a  difforont  opinion.  Wnen 
the  GoYommont  Bill  waa  intriMluciHl 
there  might  bo  a  good  deal  of  diM'Usosoa 
u|>oo  it,  and  whon  thoro  waa  a  question 
with  which  they  omld  doal  shortly  and 
simply  it  would  be  Tory  dangorous  to 
put  otf  a  M»ttloniont.  The  inconronienco 
of  having  a  great  many  Bills  on  tho  samv 
subjiH't  during  the  same  8i*toiion  wa*  aa 
nothing  compared  with  tho  loss  which 
might  fi41ow  if  tho  ohanco  of  settling 
some  important  point  wan  missed.  He 
sympathiiiHl  with  all  that  had  boon  said 
aUnit  check-work,  and  ho  also  had  si>me 
provision  an  his  Bnl  for  dealing  with 
the  matter.  Ho  entinly  agreed  with 
tli'Mowho  hold  that  insfMHtion  ought  to 
bo  fre(|uent,  and  that  tho  Inspector  ought 
to  como  without  notice,  •«>  that  the  owner 
should  not  be  able  to  make  any  altera* 
tion  in  i^onsequouco  of  expecting  the 
Inspector's  immediate  arrival.  But  he 
did  not  thiijk  th^re  should  bo  a  monthly 
inspection.  Tho  country  would  not  c«in« 
s4-nt  to  have  such  an  army  of  Insjiectors 
as  would  tliOD  bo  reqtiiro*].  and  the  work 
would  not  l>o  done  so  eHi«4  tually.  Only 
a  month  before  he  left  Odtce  ho  tried  to 
iuduco  the  Inspectors  to  haTo  moro  in* 
s|MHtiona.  He  knew  the  minora  were 
wry  anxious  that  the  managers  should 
have  certtticAtee,  and  that  was  a  point 
wt*U  worthy  of  disi  uasion  in  Committee. 
'  Ho  should  be  tery  glad  to  aeo  prscao* 
taona  taken  to  srcure  the  aenricoa  of 
j  proper  and  officiant  men  to  carrr  oot  the 
^  impc»rtant  dntiea  of  iirsmen.  lie  hoped 
1  the  Uoraniaaiil  would  allow  thia  i)iU 
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to  be  read  a  second  time.  [Mr.  Bboad* 
DUBBT  dissented.]  What  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Broadhurst) 
meant  bj  that  shake  of  the  bead,  he 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Gross)  did  not  know ; 
but  for  his  own  part  he  should  certainly 
Tote  for  the  second  reading;  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  do  so  also, 
for  they  could  have  no  reason  to  oppose 
it,  unless  they  had  a  Bill  of  their  own 
of  a  larger  scope,  and,  if  so,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  hear  of  it  this  afternoon. 
Besides,  all  knew  how  crowded  the  Order 
Book  became  later  in  the  Session,  and 
they  ought  to  take  advantage  of  the 
present  time,  and  not  lose  this  bird 
which  they  had  in  their  hands  for  two 
in  the  bush.  He  hoped  he  would  not 
be  out  of  Order  in  sugg^esting  that  they 
should  read  this  Bill  a  second  time 
before  a  quarter  to  6,  when  discussion 
must  cease,  and  then  allow  his  own  Bill 
(the  Coal  Mines  Bill),  which  stood  on 
the  Orders,  and  which  also  dealt  with 
another  branch  of  the  subject,  and  one 
which  he  considered  very  important,  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Sib  JOSEPH  P£ASE  said,  he  thought 
it  was  unfortunate  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor) 
had  not  made  the  Bill  apply  to  metallic 
mines  as  well  as  coal  mines;  but  he 
(Sir  Joseph  Pease)  had  no  doubt  it 
was  competent  so  to  amend  the  Bill  in 
Committee  that  that  omission  would  be 
remedied.  He  sometimes  thought  that 
people  did  not  sufficiently  reflect  what 
the  figures  with  respect  to  accidents  in 
mines  meant.  The  Bill  was  intended  to 
help  that  which  many  of  them  interested 
in  mines  were  very  anxious  to  secure— 
the  protection  of  the  miners  in  the  pur- 
suance of  an  arduous  and  almost  neces- 
sarily dangerous  calling.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Durham  (Mr.  J.  Wilson) 
had  referred  to  a  number  of  fatal  acci- 
dents in  coal  mines.  It  was  his  (Sir 
Joseph  Pease's)  lot  once  to  be  present 
at  one  of  those  colliery  accidents,  and 
any  sight  more  appalling  it  was  impos- 
sible to  conceive.  When  you  stood  at 
the  pit's  top  and  saw  body  after  body 
handed  over  to  the  poor  mourners,  and 
witnessed  the  woonaed  handed  over  to 
the  doctors,  it  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tressing scenes  that  could  possibly  be 
imagined.  Those  were  the  accidents 
which  it  was  their  duty  most  carefully 
to  guard  against.    The  Bill  before  the 
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House  went  some  way  in  that  di- 
rection, and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  help  forward  that  object  in 
every  way.  As  regarded  the  check* 
weighmen,  he  thought  the  House  would 
certainly  sympathize  with  the  desire  of 
the  miners  that  the  check-weighers 
should  be  absolutely  their  servants.  It 
was  not  the  miners'  interest  to  have  a 
bad  check- weighman.  Their  interest 
was  to  choose  an  honest  man.  He  had 
some  experience  in  these  matters,  and 
he  must  say  that  the  instances  in  which 
complaints  had  been  made  against 
check-weighmen  were  very  rare.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
miners  to  choose  for  that  office  the  most 
honest  man  they  could  find ;  and  if  it 
happened  afterwards  that  he  did  not 
give  satisfaction,  they  ought  to  be  able 
to  remove  him  and  put  another  man  in 
his  place  who  would  do  his  duty  honestly. 
If  the  hon.  Member  who  brought  in  the 
Bill  had  a  little  more  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  ho  would  not  have 
suggested  once-a-month  inspection.  A 
great  deal  had  been  said  about  inspec- 
tion ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  relieve  the  mine  owners 
themselves  of  all  responsibility  in  this 
matter.  While  there  should  be  full 
inspection  and  every  effort  made  to  in- 
sure the  safety  of  the  miners,  he  held 
that  nothing  could  be  more  dangerous 
than  to  leave  everything  to  the  Inspector. 
There  were  many  hundreds — he  might 
say  thousands — of  men  who  were  able 
to  be  their  own  Inspectors ;  but  in  say- 
ing that  he  did  not  mean  that  they 
should  do  away  with  the  Government 
inspection,  which  was,  of  coarse,  a  very 
good  thing,  and  he  (Sir  Joseph  Pease) 
was  in  favour  of  it  provided  it  did  not 
go  too  far  and  relieve  the  miners  of  all 
responsibility.  As  an  illustration  of  how 
the  miners  might  be  relied  on  to  exercise 
their  own  judgment  with  regard  to  the 
safety  of  the  mine  in  which  they  might 
happen  to  be  employed,  the  hon.  Buo- 
net  cited  the  case  of  a  number  of  miners 
declining  to  go  down  into  a  pit  on  the 
ground  of  its  dangerous  condition.  On 
that  occasion  tbe  men  were  proved  to  be 
perfectly  right.  It  was  that  sense  of 
responsibility  that  he  wished  to  retain. 
With  respect  to  payment  of  wagee,  he 
considered  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  all 
wages  were  due  at  the  end  of  the  day 
on  which  the  labour  was  done,  and  any 
other  system  of  payment  was  a  matter 


nOb  CinJ Mim^  B^mkU^fi  Aei    {Majkch  S,  1686}     :\%:i)  Amfm^mtmi  BiH.    1666 


of  mutiul  arran|^<«inoDt.     Then,  a«  to  ! 
(^oroneri*    Courts    h©    ttrongljr   urff^M!  ^ 
that  the  r«pn»«nDtativf>  of  the  dtH^oa^tnl  . 
mtneni  iihiiuld  be  allow«*<l   to   be  pre-  ' 
A«nt    at   the  inquirj.      KridencA  of  a  j 
Tory   ioiportatit  chararti«r  atftK-ting  tho 
livt*4   and    Itmhii    of    the    tntnor^    wa* 
often  elit*it<4  at  tho«o  in^piiriefi      As  r<*- 
garJi  tht*  H**port  of  tho  Uoyal  rommis- 
won  i4»  whioh  tho  Jatn  Home  SiM-rotanr 
Sir  U.  A^iih««t'>n  On»^H-  had   roferrof, 
he  (Sir  JoM*ph  reaai*)  tru<ktod  that  th«y 
would  Dot  havu  to  wnit  for  thi^  (2ovt*rn* 
iiieut  u)oQ**uro,  whirh  Djifirht  not  be  pro- 
duced for  yearn.     The  lM«»t  thin^f  for  the 
Ilouno  to  do  would,  in  his  opinion,  bo  to 
atTopt  the  proHont  Hill,  and  n»mody  in 
Committ<«e  any  imperft^tioni  that  might 
DOW  di^fi^uro  it. 

Ma.  FKNNVICK  said.  U  was  glad  to 
Bt^\  on  both  »itit*«  of  the  Ilouie,  surh  a 
dtsire  to  amend  the  Minf«  Kt*gulation« 
Act  of  1  h72.  For  hii  own  part,  ho  mi^ht 
bo  allomod  to  fXprt^M  his  per^mal  thsnks 
to  th«>se  hon.  Membors  proM*nt  who  ]tiid 
takon  part  in  the  im^iiig  of  tho  Act  of 
1872  ;  and  In*  would  b«*^  al^o  to  cxpn»9s 
his  thanks  for  tho  cls««  to  whom  he  had 
the  honour  to  lM>l'>iig — namely,  tho 
mining  ola«a  of  tho  (^immunity — i*fi|>e- 
cially  for  tn»>  r^ry  important  provinions 
that  «4*r«*  in^rrtrj  in  that  measure.  The 
tir^t  provision  was  thst  rof«*rnng  to  the 
a^**  at  whirh  children  w«re  iM^rmittod  to 
Xhh  rnipl**yt*d  in  niini«.  For  his  own 
part,  ho  bof^an  to  work  in  tho  mino  at 
tho  a^t»  of  uino  ycsrs,  and  only  b>ft  it 
when  it  was  tho  will  of  theiouMitutncy 
tltat  he  should  be  rt-tumod  as  thoir 
H«<proM*btuttve  at  St.  StopL«'i*a.  Tho 
other  provi»iun  to  which  hoftllu<lod  was 
that  wui(  h  gavi*  to  th<t  min<»ra  th**  powor 
to  examino  nud  iusp«ct  the  mini'*  for 
th«'m«4  Ives,  so  that  tht^y  nii^fht  b<» 
aMund,  as  far  n^  it  was  pf^^MM**  to  bo 
a%«unH],  that  duo  ri  »;Hrd  wsa  ha«i  to  tho 
i^aft  ty  of  lifo  and  lni«t»  l*y  tho  mana^«»- 
m«ti!.  IIovii  vt-r.  A«  tifiio  r  lit  d  «  n.  it 
W04  f  mnd  thnt  thi  .\<t,  th<»u^h  «-vt.  \U  nt 
in  many  point*,  «a«  y«t  di^ftiti^t*  in 
otliffi,  an  1  ht*  was  glnd  to  thiuk  that 
f\«n  tho  late  n»*n.o  >.«ntary  S4r  It 
A**h«t<.n  <*n>*«  had  at  know  !•  l^*  •!  tSst 
tho  A' 1 1  »nt«iin«  1  many  anomslti**  vth;*  h 
ho  was  «'t<4lrav<  'irinc  t«i  n^niovo  by  a  11:11 
of  his  (»«n.  Tho  otji*  t  «hi  h  h«*  Mr 
Fcnuifk  had  in  virw  in  ri«iij;;  «a«— 
ao<*iLg  that  thoro  was  a  gt  norally  ex- 
prsestid  desire  to  amend  the  Act  of  187'i 
^to  urge  that  the  Og? aniiDeDt  should 


gire  the  House  s  mio  information  aa  to 
their  vie  ws,  and  the  attitudo  thoy  intended 
to  assumo,  not  only  towards  the  moMure 
now  bofore  the  Houso,  but  in  rocrard  to 
the  liill  of  tho  late  Home  Secretary. 
That  right  hon.  (2ontb*man  now  ad- 
mitted that  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  if 
tho  (fovi*mroont  would  give  the  House 
the  as«iuranco  that  tho  A<  t  of  1  h72  should 
now  be  amond«H).  What  ho  (Mr  Fen- 
wirk)  wante<l  to  know  was,  whethor  or 
not  the  (lovornmont  wore  propart*d  to 
tako  tho  two  BilN  as  tho  basts  of  a  of>m- 
nn*hoi.i«ire  moai»un«  ?  Ho  was  contidont, 
if  tho  mattor  ould  l>o  fairly  and  pro* 
|>orly  talkod  ovor,  the  (ioTornmont  might 
produ<*o  a  moasure  that  would  satisfy 
both  sidos  of  the  Hous**,  and  givo  gone* 
ral  satisfaction  to  the  mining  com* 
munity. 

Sir  IirSSEY  VIVIAN  said,  he  was 
not  one  to  talk  out  the  1)111,  for  he  en* 
tin'Iy  approved  of  it  as  a  whole,  and  tho 
sixmortno  exi^in^  dofcM-ts  woreromedied 
the  hotter.  Ho  thought  it  would  be  im« 
ixifk^iblo  to  in«p4>ct  mines  month  I  v.  aa  it 
would  ro«|Utro  quite  an  army  of  Inspect 
tors  to  perform  the  duty.  Hec<»nsidorod 
tliat  it  was  out  of  the  <|Uo»tion  to  lay 
down  a  hard*and*fast  line  that  an  in* 
«{Mition  should  tako  place  once  a  month. 
Then,  tho  use  of  powder  was  an  ox* 
tromoly  ditlit  ult  question,  on  which 
there  w«'re  many  opinions,  and  tho  work* 
iug  iniuers  thfm»«*lvos  wore  as  much  at 
variant o  in  their  opinions  on  this  ques- 
tion as  oth«*r  pe<»pl«*.  lie  reforrru,  in 
proof  <if  his  a^Mrrtion,  to  a  deputation 
of  miners  from  his  own  ci»unty,  the 
momb<rs  of  which  were  opposed  to  tho 
ab<»lition  of  the  us4«  of  |»owdor,  and  he 
argued  from  this  that  a  go%Kl  deal  of  in* 
formation  was  r«<|uirid  to  bo  ctdloetinl 
u|K>n  this  |M»iut  bofore  anr  satisfactory 
l«-gi*«l«tioD  thf-roon  could  tak«*  plai^.  Ho 
hop«  .1  that  tho  K«port  of  the  I%<»yal  Tom* 
mi%%ion,  wh«n  it  camo  to  be  i«mu«'<l, 
Would  give  •onto  information  on  this 
%ubJ4Mt  whUh  uould  bo  of  a  Taluablo 
rharai  tor.  A*  ti>tho  iiu«*«tion  of  certify - 
in;;  tirom*  n.  ho  !o  k»d  u|Min  it  an  much 
mor<'  im|M>rtant  that  fironien  should  bo 
prac ti( al  nun  ratlit  r  than  m i«>utific  mon ; 
out  t^is  wa«  a  !>•  int  mhit  h  he  thou^cht 
'  u  :^ht  bo  d«-alt  with  Without  any  great 
'dithiulty.  As  to  tht  rmpioyment  of 
W'Oitn  in  Mint  «.  ho  <  t.tirvly  c«  ncurr«d 
with  th*'  priudp!**  of  the  pniviMon  for 
their  noo-emplo)mtut,  Ho  b«dioTed  ho 
:  was  cornet  m  sa)ing  that    in  Wales 
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women  were  not  employed  in  mines  at 
all — at  least,  if  there  were  any,  lie  had 
never  seen  them;  and  he  thoroughly 
agreed  that  they  ought  not  to  be  so 
employed.  From  long  experience  in 
the  House,  he  advised  that  a  second 
reading  of  the  measure  should  be  taken, 
no  matter  what  the  promises  of  the 
OoTernment  might  be.  He  had  known 
many  good  measures  lost  through  their 
being  postponed  with  the  view  of  the 
Government  taking  the  question  up  and 
legislating  upon  the  matter  in  a  fuller 
and  more  satisfactory  manner  than  could 
be  done  in  a  private  Member's  Bill. 
The  intentions  of  the  Government,  no 
doubt,  were  very  good;  but  when  the 
pressure  of  Business  came  upon  them, 
and  time  was  growing  short,  the  pro- 
mised measure  was  too  often  abandoned 
of  necessity,  and  a  remedial  measure, 
which,  though  perhaps  not  perfect, 
would  have  been  very  useful,  was  lost. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  such  a  result 
here,  and  he,  therefore,  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  accede  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BUBT  said,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  had 
raised  a  veiy  useful  discussion  on  this 
Bill,  and  he  was  glad  that  he  had  intro- 
duced it.   He  (Mr.  Burt)  said  that,  how- 
ever, rather  because  he  thought  it  in- 
dicated that  they  might  expect  the  hon. 
Member's  support  in  any  measure  affect- 
ing the  interest  of  the  working  miners 
than  because  he   regarded    this  as  an 
adequate  or  satisfactory  measure.     The 
Bill  itself,  he  (Mr.  Burt)  could  not  vote 
for  as  indicating  anything  like  a  settle- 
ment of  the  mining  question.  It  simplj 
touched  the  rim  of  a  very  large,  wide, 
and  complex  subject.    It  was  very  well 
known  that  the  late  Government   in- 
tended to  deal  with  the  general  subject 
of  inspection  of  mines,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the   Home  De- 
partment (Mr.  Broadhurst)  would   be 
able  to  say  whether  the  present  Go- 
vernment intended  to  introauce  a  mea- 
sure with   the  same  object.    He  had 
had  a  Question  which  he  was  going  to 
put    to    the    Home     Secretary    (Mr. 
Childers);  but  he  had  seen  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  privately  with  regard 
to  what  the  Government  meant  to  do. 
A  Boyal  Commission,  of  which  he  (Mr. 
Burt)  had  the  honour  to  be  a  Member, 
had  been  sitting  for  a  very  considerable 

Sir  Sueeey  Vivian 


time.  He  was  sorry  that  they  had  not 
up  to  the  present  been  able  to  report ; 
but  the  Commission  had  inquired  more 
steadily  and  completely  into  all  ques- 
tions relating  to  mining  than  these  had 
ever  before  been  inquired  into,  and  the 
Commission  would  report  in  a  very  short 
time.  In  fact,  it  was  no  secret  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  Beport  was 
already  in  print.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  the  Government  would  take  this 
opportunity  of  stating  what  they  meant 
to  do  on  the  subject ;  and  if  they  were 
prepared  to  deal  with  it  in  a  thorough 
way,  and  in  a  way  which  only  a  Govern- 
ment could  deal  with  a  large  public 
measure  of  this  kind,  he  would  advise 
his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor) 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  discussion  he  had 
raised,  and  to  take  the  opportunity  of  in- 
troducing any  Amendments  that  might 
be  wished  into  the  Bill  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  entirely  approved  of  the 
clause  in  the  Bill  before  them  relating 
to  check* weighmen.  The  only  objection 
the  working  miners  had  to  the  present 
Act  was  that  they  were  not  allowed  ab- 
solute liberty  of  choice.  Their  choice 
was  limited  to  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
same  firm.  The  miners  objected  to 
that  restriction,  and  wanted  to  have 
absolute  liberty  to  select  any  person 
whatever  to  fill  the  position  of  check- 
weighman.  He  would  not  detain  the 
House  any  further,  as  he  was  anxious  to 
hear  the  views  of  the  Government. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT  (Mr.  BROABHtrRST)  said,  the  only 
reason  why  the  (Government  had  not  ex- 
pressed their  views  on  this  question  at 
an  earlier  stage  of  the  proceedings  was 
their  desire  to  hear  a  very  full  expres- 
sion of  opinion  upon  the  subject  by 
those  hon.  Members  who  were  most 
capable  of  giving  an  opinion,  and  were 
mostly  interested  in  this  class  of  legisla- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor),  be  need  not  assure  him,  nor 
need  he  assure  the  House,  of  the  deep 
and  earnest  sympathy  which  the  Govern* 
ment  felt  for  the  working  miners  of 
Great  Britain.  At  the  same  time,  there 
were  parts  of  Uie  Bill  which  did  not 
appear  to  commend  themselves  without 
reserve  to  the  Government.  With  re- 
gard to  the  clause  which  had  reference 
to  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act  ajp* 
plying  to  the   machineiy  used  in  the 
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veightog  of  ood,  he  beltertd  he  was 
Kp<*uking  correctljr  when  he  said  then* 
w*»  no  necessity  whstover  for  the  exten- 
sion of  this  claijfM' ;  that  the  pn*4<*nt  law 
alreadjr  ai>nli«'<l  to  all  weights  and 
iiicfi*iurc«,  wiiothvr  in  mines  or  in  fac* 
toriHs,  that  had  to  do  with  the  d<M.iiiion 
of  the  amount  of  wages  for  anr  particu- 
lar IalM>ur  perfiirmed  either  bjr  work- 
men  or  work-women.  Then,  with  re- 
parti  to  the  fixed  |M'rioils  of  visits  for 
Mine  InMKK^tor^.  be  thought  his  hon. 
Frii^nd  (Mr.  Arthur  0*(  ouoor  had  pro* 
bablr  not  been  a  workman  in  the  sense 
in  which  his  hon.  Friend  behind  htm 
(Mr.  Fenwick^  and  he  himself  hsd  been 
a  workman  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
What  workmen  always  viewed  with  the 

• 

greatest  amount  of  ploasurt»  was  the 
visits  of  the  mana(;*r  or  foreman  who 
Would  kirn  ic^uliiritj,  bttau^o  when 
th«'y  ^ot  ria  of  l&im  tliey  kn«*w  they  were 
perftctiy  frtH)  to  indulg«»  reluxiition  until 
tho  recurrence  of  tL«*  next  Ti%it.  (n*n* 
tiemeo  who  were  the  most  objii>tionnble 
WtTo  the  foremen  or  manag(*rs  of  irre- 
gular liubitn,  one  utMiu  whuM>  \Wii»  they 
(-ould  never  depend  f«>r  a  moniont,  ai«d 
the  C4>i;!<i><|u«'n(  o  was  tlx  y  were  in  a  c«»n* 
Msnt  hXA*o  of  IiiKoitr  nifl  unrrrtaintr. 

Mr.  AKTIirU  0'(  oXNof:  .ai.'l.  he 
did  n  't  |»roi  oM«  by  his  Itiil  that  the 
\hxi%  of  the  ln»p4*otor  should  bd  at  tixiMi 
titn<-«.  or  that  notice  should  bo  Sf'Ut  to 
the  inir.*'  ownor^. 

Ma.  HUoAMirRST  said,  he  noticj 
thst :  but  ho  thoUfCl.t  that  wa*i  an  in- 
»trti(tion  always  given  to  In^pectori 
without  nnf  rxpri'«s  in»tniction  in  an 
Act  of  Farliiinieiit.  lude^-d,  m  man  who 
wnuld  want  information  of  th^  necr^nity 
of  nnt  nnnouni  ing  hi^  viMt  wouM  be  a 
i!isn  absolutely  unfit  for  the  diinharge 
of  such  important  dutl«  4.  With  regard 
to  tho  qu«*<ion  of  (hftk-W4«i^hmeo,  he 
th<itij;ht  he  was  stK*aking  tho  mind  of 
tho  liDft^rnment  when  he  taid  thai  th^ 
(fovrrnrnont  qtutrt  %aw  the  ne(<i<ityof 
s'^me  nO.iiation  in  rt*g.ird  to  this  sub- 
jrt't.  The  chf^k-wri^'hiaan  Was  a  |>er- 
»4in  as  (li'oily  in  the  omnloyntcnt  of  the 
mioiTS  themsolres  as  the  niioi-rs  were 
dearly  in  the  emi>l«irmeut  of  the  mine 
owner  ;  and,  tl)er««fun\  working  miners 
»hould  haro  c«mfti  Jfrable  liberty  in  the 
tt<*ld  for  ^eliftiog  this  very  imiMirtant 
p«Tton.  In  r«^p<*<t  of  the  <)u<*tton  of 
the  p^iIkt  of  the  Woyernnient  in  regard 
to  the  Bill  under  discus«ioo,  he  had  to 
say  that  the  Uortr&nMnI  Viewed  with 


eonsiderablo  favour  tho  wi^o  attempts  to 
amend  the  Mines  Ilegulation  Act  in  thia 
and  some  other  direttion*;  and  ho,  there* 
fore,  wished  to  assure  tin*  hon.  Member 
Mr.  Arthur  (>*(^onnor  that  he  must  not 
r«*gar«l  them  in  any  war  as  opponents  to 
his  Hill.  There  was  an  important  feature 
iu  the  demands  of  th<»  miners  which  tho 
hon.  Gentleman  had  altogether  over* 
looked,  and  that  was  the  question  of  tho 
presence  of  the  relatives  at  (*oroneni' 
inquests,  and  tho  demand  of  the  right 
and  power  to  put  questions  as  to  tho 
cause  of  death.  That  was  what  many 
of  his  him.  Friends  in  mining  districta 
r«>garded  as  ono  of  the  things  that  waa 
of  the  utmost  importanc  e. 

Ma.  T.  P.  OI^ONNDU  said,  tliat  hta 
hon.  Friend  Mr.  Arthur  0*(  Vnnor)  was 
quitt*  willing  to  accept  Amendments  deal* 
ing  with  th<<»«'  |>oints. 

Ma.  HUOA  1)11  THST  said,  he  was 
not  challenging  the  hon.  Member's  ob* 
je<*tion  to  have  it  ins«*rt<Nl,  but  was 
pointing  out  its  grest  imfHirtanc  e.  With 
regard  in  the  KoyaltVimmission,  he  had 
the  authority  of  the  Government  to  sny 
that  the  Keport  would  l»e  isau«  d  within 
a  week,  and  that  ime  of  the  fir»t  works 
of  the  Home  Otfioo  would  l>e  to  pre|taro 
a  measure  in  the  light  of  that  (\)mmia* 
sion,  having  regard  to  other  demantla 
made  from  other  directi'^n*,  and,  in  tho 
meantime,  would  wish  that  a  Bill  of 
this  do«(rirti(mt  if  it  should  pass  its 
«4<ond  reauintr,  which  they  would  cer* 
taiuly  not  op|»')»«*  this  aftem<Mm,  that 
the  Committee  stage  should  be  placed 
at  such  a  date  that  would  give  them  op- 
|x»rtuniti«'s  between  now  and  then  of 
preparinic  and  submitting  their  pro{M>sal8 
to  the  IIou*mv  If  the  hon.  (fentlnoan 
Mr.  Arthur  (»*('onnor)  would  a<Tept 
that  view,  he  should  bo  very  glad  ind<*ed, 
on  behalf  of  the  (lovemment,  not  to 
proc<H>d  further  in  the  «lel>ate.  He  might 
also  state  that  the  (tovemment  would 
take  preri«4dr  tho  same  (our«i<*  with  re- 
gard to  the  h:ll  of  thi*  right  hon  Oen* 
tk'tiiaa  opp4>fitM  <ir  It.  \^Ai»  ton  (V»««}. 

Ma.  T.  r.  n(>)NNi>U  said,  the  pro* 
meters  of  the  Bdl  were  willing  to  acvept 
the  intimat.un  ju^t  made,  and  wo«iid 
Tv»«t(Nme  the  r<immittee  stage  of  tho 
liiU  for  a  month. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  uitkirmm. 

Main  Qui'stioo  put,  and  #/r#Ml  fe. 

Dill  read  a  second  time,  and  mmmUUi 
for  H't4m$4d09  '(•t  Manrh. 
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COAL  MINES  BILL.— [Bill  92.] 
(Sir  Siehard  Crott,  Mr,  Stuart-  Worthy,  Mr. 

For  wood,) 
SECOND  BEADINa. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (5iri2.  Atahsion  Cro»$,) 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Chil- 
debs)  said,  he  would  object  to  the  Mo- 
tion, except  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
other  Bill. 

Sir  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
could  not  consent  to  any  such  terms. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  be  committed  for  Monday 
next." — (5iri2.  Assheton  Croee,) 

Mr.  CHILDERS,  in  objecting  to  the 
Motion,  said,  the  Committee  stage  ought 
to  be  put  off  till  that  day  month. 

Sib  R.  assheton  CROSS  said,  he 
proposed  to  put  it  down  lor  Monday  till 
ne  knew  what  the  Ooyemment  meant  to 
do. 

Mr.  CHILDERS  said,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  that ;  but  when  it  came  up  on 
Monday  he  would  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee stage  be  put  off  for  a  month. 

Sib  R.  assheton  CROSS  said, 
he  would  object  to  that  unless  they 
oould  come  to  some  arrangement,  and 
hoped  to  be  able  to  convince  the  Gh>- 
Temment  that  they  had  done  wrong  in 
putting  off  the  Committee  stage  on  the 
other  Bill  for  a  month. 

Question  put,  and  ttgresd  to. 
Bill  committed  for  Momd^y  next. 

MOTIONS. 


B0B0I7GH  FUKDS  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Kenrick,  Bill  to  amend 
an  Act  of  the  Session  of  the  thirty-fifth  and 
thirty-sixth  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present 
Hsjesty,  chapter  ninety-one,  intituled  **  An 
Act  to  authorise  the  application  of  Funds  of 
Municipal  Corporations 'and  other  gOTeming 
bodies  in  certain  cases,*'  ordered  to  m  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Kenrick,  Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  Major 
Dickson,  Mr.  Picton,  and  Mr.  Woodhead. 
Billi^<ifii/Mf,andread  the  first  time.  [Bill  129.] 

DBOWKBD  FEBSONS  (dISOOYEBT  AKD 
nO'EBHENT)   BILL. 

On  Motimi  of  Colonel  Uoghea,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  in  respect  to  the  diSoovafy  and  inter- 


ment of  persons  drowned,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colonel  Hughes,  Mr.  Boord,  Mr.  Bag- 
gallay,  Mr.  Korris,  and  Colonel  Duncan. 
Bill^#Mfi^Mr,and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  123.] 

PABUAinSXrABT  FBAKCHISK  BILL. 

On  Metion  of*Mr.  Moulton,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Laws  respecting  the  Parliamentary  Fran- 
chise in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  oondnci 
of  Elections,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Monlton,  Mr.  A.  Acland,  and  Mr.  Dillwyn. 
Bill  prM«fi^#if,and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  124.] 

COFTBIGHT  (WOBKS  OF  FINE  ABT)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hastings,  Bill  to  amend 
and  consolidate  the  Law  of  Copyright  in  Works 
of  Fine  Art  and  in  Photographs,  and  for  re- 
pressing the  commission  of  fraud  in  the  pro- 
duction and  sale  of  such  works,  ordered  to  bo 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Gregory,  and 
Mr.  Agnew. 
hUlpreeeHted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  126.] 

ACnOKS  FOB  DEBT  (lIMITATIOK)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr  Hobhonse,  Bill  for  fur- 
ther limiting  the  time  for  the  reoorery  of 
simple  contract  Debts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr.  A.  Acland,  Mr.  Olyn, 
and  Mr.  Lacaita. 
Bill^#Mfi/Mf,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  126.] 

OONTETAKOnfO  (sCOTLAKD)  ACT,  1874, 
AMBllDMElfT. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Bill  to  amend 
**The  Conyeyancing  (Scotland]  Act,  1874/* 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr. 
Craig  Sellar,  Mr.  Donald  Crawford,  and  Mr. 
LyeU. 
Bill  preeented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  1 27.] 

HoQse  adjourned  at  tan  minutsa 
bafora  Biz  o'clock. 


■  ^  ^  ^  «     -    .i^  • 


HOUSE    OF    L0BD8, 
Thurtday,  4th  Mareh^  1886. 


MINUTES.]  —  Sat  Fntsr  rw  PjuiLUHwr— 
The  Earl  of  Btradbtoke,  after  the  death  of 

his  father. 
PcBLic  Bills— iiVf^  itr^nfiii^— Smoke  Nuisaaoa 

Abatement  (Metropolis)*  (27). 
Committee — Report — Marriages  Validity  (11). 

Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

MARRIAGES  VALIDITr  BILU-H^a  11.) 
( The  Lord  Biekop  of  CerHeU.) 

COMiaTTEB. 

Order  of  the  Daj  for  the  Hoose  to  b« 
put  into  Committee  read. 
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Tn  LORD  CHANCELIiOR  (Lord  j 
IIcMAiitSLL)  said,  that  m  question  had  i 
be^Q  fitted  as  to  whether  this  moaaure  . 
ihoold  be  made  retroapective  or  not ; ' 
and  a  nump^tion  had  )>«en  made  by  a 
noble  Karl  for  the  iniertion  of  a  IVoviw) 
declaring  legitimate  the  children  of  a 
marriage  tn  rt<«pect  to  which  anj  ques- 
tion aroAA  and  a  etn^ond  marriage  wae 
CfintractiMl ;  and  in  couMHjueDca  of  tl&at 
the  Coromitt4*e  aCage  of  the  Dill  had 
b<*on  postponed.  IIo  had,  however, 
since  made  inquiries  on  tht*  subj««ot,  and 
he  found  that  thera  was  no  precedent 
for  intriHluoing  such  a  IVoviso.  IW^ 
yond  that,  having  consulted  the  right 
rcr.  Prelate  who  had  introduced  the 
Bill  upon  the  •ubject,  he  had  arrived  at 
the  oonclusion  that  it  was  not  advisable 
to  m«atc*  a  pr<M:<Hlent  in  the  direction 
ikuggi^ted,  ospecialljr  as  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  reaM»n  to  believe  there 
were  no  ca^e*  in  which  the  legitimacy 
of  such  children  had  been  questioned. 
Therefore,  it  was  not  neoennsry  to  intro- 
duce such  a  clause  as  that  which  had 
bet»n  indicated. 

Ilottse  in  Committeo. 

Bill  rtporUd  without  amendment ;  and 
to  b^t  read  3*  7e-sierreir. 

CIIAKITABKK  TRrSTS  (AU-«»TMEXTS 
KXTKNSION  A(T.  1^2  . 

MoTiox    loa   A    nsTrnx. 
Tua  I-JiEL  or  ONSLOW  moved  for— 

**  A  R*  tarn  f>f  all  rh«ritiM«>  tmali  in  Kn^Und 
and  Walctt  the  tniaUr«  of  which  art  tnuCre* 
within  th«  BtmnioK  of  th«  6nl  sn4  fourth 
cUuMtof  th«  AUiHments  Rstrouoo  Ad,  I »<»}.** 

He  did  not  pn*es  the  Motion  in  the  emaet 
words  in  which  he  had  plactnl  it  on  the 
Paper,  but  hoped  that  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent would  h^  able  to  arant  the  sub* 
stance  of  his  Motion,  and  add  a  column 
to  the  R<«tuni  showing  the  acreaga  held 
bv  thes4«  Tru»t«H»f, 

TiiK  L)UI)  i'RESIDKNT  or  the 
CurNCIL  (F^rl  8rBX<>i:a)  •sid,  that 
th'Te  would  l>e  no  practical  dilficulty  in 
granting  the  Returns  atktil  for,  only 
tli«<y  wt>uld  be  given  in  a  ditfcrrot  form. 
A«  to  til**  sddr.ion  of  the  acreage,  he  had 
not  vet  b«H*u  able  to  oommunicsie  with 
the  (*harity  (^>mmissionars,  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  promise  such  a  Retam«  be- 
cause  at  would  be  ditfioult  and  ooatly  to 
obtain  the  infurmalioa.  He  had  inad- 
vertently fallen  into  an  error  the  other 
day  with  refersace  to  the  data  at  wUeh 


the  Rotums  would  be  made.  Instead  of 
l>eing  made  in  June,  they  were  not 
usually  made  until  September.  The 
special  Returns  moved  for  by  the  noble 
YJitX  would  probably  be  presented  befora 
November. 

In  reply  to  Viscount  CaAyanooK, 

KiaL  SPI:N('ER  said,  that  the  Re. 
turn  moved  for  would  be  sunpUmentsl 
to  tho  ordinary  Agricultural  K4)turQs. 

iMnm  of  aU  rhAnti<^  known  to  the  (lisnty 
<*•  mnuMi  ini  ri,  th**  inri»inr  <•{  whtrh  ia  shown 
tt>  )m*  ciittrtbiiU)  !•*  in  %tU*  liw  in  kin<l  or  in 
m*inrr,  in  Ihn  ••<irn«ii!  I>i,r»«t  of  Kn4«>wr4 
(*h«nt»r«**  Uid  b«*ffir»  Parluimrot  <«  the  mo* 
tiun  of  Ixtrd  U<»l«Yt  ^loataffu  bctw«wf:  the 
\<«n  l**6'i  ftnU  lA7e,  m  tappirmroted  by  tho 
it.r>rm«ti<»n  tul-Arqorotljr  »rquirr<l  b\  thv 
(  hAiity  C%>mmiMi<'n^n ;  snd  tltatmiruuhinit 
th<i«t  chanttf«  the  inoiaie  of  whK'h  hmt  Im« 
olhcTwiM  appli«>4  in  pafsosacs  of  •rhm«^ 
<«Ubli«h«d  by  the  <^h«rity  CV»ttBiisi«m^n . 
(>rd«red  to  be  Ui4  belure  tb«  Uuom.—  Tk4 
K^il  •f(tm$htc.) 

8MOEC      XriSANd     ABATUfKSrr        MKTRn. 

rous)  atix  [u.L.] 

A  BiU  to  soMod  tbs  AcU  for  sbntinf  the 
naiauioe  srisinf  from  ths  imoke  el  forasees 
and  iff  pUc(w  witbia  th«  Mstropolts^Wss  prt* 

i0d  hy  the  Lord  HtrsthedM  sn4  OsapbtU 

!•.     (Ko,  17.) 

Hoose  adioamed  st  •  qesrtcf  before  Kive 
o\l<H'k,  till  To-a»orrx>w,  •  aoartrr 

psit  Tea  o  cliirk. 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 
Tkmrtd^f,  Aik  Mmrtk,  ISM. 


IndttMrirt,  myf^tm'*J ,   fUmr  I^m.  m^mtmsttJ. 
Sf  rriT— *»«M'<lrrW  »«  /%••■•  t /f##  ■- I'm  I   St«- 
Virv    K«rill4ri».   Tlam    I     -Pi  »LH'    WuBM 

A«i>  II*  iLttivu*.  Viiie  1  -  a  r. 

raiTAT*    RitL—  ^   Orrfrf  — 5»eMrf  Mmdut^-^ 
I>un<Ulk  4*M,* 

Ptvitf     BtLL*  —   Rfimtfm    la     CkmumtUH -^ 
O.JfrU'-ftfi  A/«ii«f  —  BsrUl  Gruaads* 

fh^t^td^F^rH    kt^4*m4  -Tithe    R^ot-ChaffS 
|C«<  >v«r7*  i'-.',.  I»«nkni|4<r3r  (Afncaltniml 

Bttmmd  JUsAnf  ^Ceaipsasstioa  for  Dsasfss 
riiA4w    Baikl  Lav  iMMitamf  [4^; 
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Mr.  Broadhurst,  {COMMONS}  Under  Seentary. 
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QUESTION'S. 


CHARITY  COMMISSIONERS  —  CHRIST'S 
HOSPITAL  SCHEMES. 

Mr.  W.  H.  JAMES  asked  tlie  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
How  many  schemes  for  the  government 
of  Christ's  Hospital  have  been  under  the 
notice  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  since 
the  passing  of  the  Endowed  Schools  Act 
of  1869;  whether  the  progress  of  the 
existing  scheme  will  be  m  any  way  sus- 
pended by  the  investigations  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Endowed  Schools  Act ; 
and,  if  he  can  state  any  approximate 
time  when  the  scheme  is  likely  to  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  Parliament  ? 

Mr.  HOWARD  SPENSLEY  also 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  Whe- 
ther, considering  that  schemes  for  the 
re-organisation  of  Christ's  Hospital  have 
been  under  consideration  by  the  Charity 
Commissioners  for  more  than  ten  years, 
he  can  in  any  way  facilitate  a  final  con- 
sideration, to  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  f  Sir  Lyox 
Playfair)  :  Sir,  two  schemes  have  been 
framed  by  the  Governors  of  Christ's 
Hospital,  one  in  1870,  the  other  in 
1876.  In  1880,  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners published  their  first  scheme, 
which  met  with  great  opposition.  In 
1885,  they  published  a  revised  scheme, 
which,  after  going  through  the  pre- 
scribed stages,  was  signed  by  them 
last  week,  and  will  reach  the  Educa- 
tion Department  in  a  few  days.  If  ap- 
proved, an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the 
J  udiciai  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
or  a  Petition  may  ask  that  it  should  be 
laid  before  Parliament.  In  either  case, 
it  would  not  reach  this  House  till  the 
end  of  June  or  the  beginning  of  July. 
Some  schemes  now  before  the  Education 
Department  are  kept  back  until  the 
Select  Committee  have  made  their  in- 
quiry. As  I  have  not  yet  seen  the 
schemes,  I  cannot  now  say  whether  this 
course  will  be  followed  in  regard  to  it. 

MR.  BROADHURST,  UNDER  SECRETARY 

OP  STATE  FOR  THE  HOME 

DEPARTMENT. 

Mb.  GENT-DAVIS  asked  the  Secre- 
ianr  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  letter  published  in  JX«  Brighton 


GaMetU,  dated   11th   Febraaryi  to  the 
following  effect : — 

''To  the  Editor: 

**  Sir,— That  Henry  Broadhurst  ahonld  now 
be  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  ttie  Home  De- 
partment seems  alrooet  the  irony  of  fate.  About 
fourteen  years  ago  he  waa  a  ringleader  in  a  great 
strike  of  the  building  and  other  trades,  and 
under  the  strict  surveillance  of  the  police : 

**  It  could  hardly  be  expected  that  he  should 
gxre  the  necessary  orders  to  prevent  riot  last 
Monday,  but,  in  default  of  not  getting  such 
order,  the  police  allowed  ttie  plunder  and  riot 
to  go  on  ;  " 

and,  will  he  ascertain  if  this  be  trae ; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  take  steps  to  direct  a 

Erosecution  for  a  gross  and  scandalona 
bel? 

The  SECBETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Chiij)Ers)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  in  replj  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  have  to  say  that,  if  his 
Question  is  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
Standing  Orders,  and  if  it  had  not  been 
that  you,  Sir,  have  allowed  it  to  be  put 
upon  the  Paper,  I  would  have  ventured 
to  have  said  that  it  is  certainly  not  in  ac* 
cordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Rules 
which  govern  our  proceedings.  The  hon. 
Member  has  taken  advantage  of  an 
anonymous  letter  written  to  a  Provincial 
journal ;  and,  under  cover  of  a  professed 
desire  that  the  editor  of  a  Conservative 
newspaper,  serving  the  Party  to  which  he 
himself  belongs,  should  be  prosecuted 
under  my  directions,  he  shelters  himself 
behind  that  anonymous  letter  to  make 
an  attack  on  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, which,  if  the  hon.  Member 
had  had  the  courage  of  his  opinions,  he 
would  have  made  directly.  The  hon. 
Member  knows,  or,  if  he  does  not,  any 
Member  sitting  opposite,  who  haa  had 
Parliamentary  experience,  would  tell 
him,  that  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
has  nothing  to  do  with,  and  never  gives 
orders  to,  the  police  on  thoee  oocastons. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  House  will 
resent  this  indirect  and  un-ParliamentaTy 
attack  on  one  of  its  Members  undercover, 
as  I  have  said,  of  an  anonymous  letter, 
and  I  decline  to  take  any  further  notice 
of  the  hon.  Member's  Question. 

The  UNDEB  SEOBETART  of 
STATE  FOB  THB  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT  (Mr.  Broadhurst)  :  May  I  crave 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  one  or 
two  moments  with  regard  to  thb  Qnss* 
tion?  I  should  have  been  pleased  to 
answer  it,  if  the  hon.  Oentlemaa  had 
addressed  it  to  me  direct.    I  now  bag 
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to  M17  that  thfr«  was  no  strike  in 
the  huildinff  trade  at  the  time  ref«*mMl 
to  ;  hut  thoro  wat  a  IcM-k -out— that  t*,  a 
•trike  hj  the  omplorera  again«t  the 
workm(«n.  At  that  timr,  the  workmen 
ankfxl  mo  to  take  rharpt>  of  their  case, 
which  I  did,  and  tho  ditlfrence  wae  rt^tv 
»|MMHlilj  iM^ttlod  to  the  mutual  9ati<(fttc* 
tion  end  intereeta  of  both  parti<*«i  to  tho 
di«puto.  With  r<«(card  to  the  innuendo 
ahoiit  the  p<»lioe,  I  can  axture  tho  hon. 
(trntlrmnn  that  th^n*  wm  nothin^^  at  all 
of  the  kind.  I  do  nut  suppose  the  jHAia* 
knew  of  the  oxi»t«>nco  of  the  dif»put<%  or 
anyone  «*l%o  not  din^  i\y  interciited  in 
it,  AS  during  tho  di«put«t  then*  wan  no 
H)lii  o  caM»,  nor  sny  cati«e  for  tho  inter- 
i»n»nc<»  of  thf»«o  chAr|?«vl  with  tho  dutv  of 
themainti  nanroof  p«*Ao<«nnd  onl^^r.  Thst 
14  the  U%t  timo  tnst  1  have  h^'tt  \^r* 
•»  tnallj  re^ponttihlo  in  anj  trado  di«puto 
botw<H>n  workmen  and  emnlojers.  I 
should  liko  to  add  one  wora  mon«,  and 
that  t«  that  tho  hon.  Mombcr  will  find 
that  the  work  of  advrrti^infc  obncuro 
tf>untrT  newipapem  will  not  bring  him 
any  rerj  desirable  Parliamentary  dt^* 
tinrtion. 

Ma.  <iKNTIUVIS:  Hir,  might  I. 
with  Tour  p«  rmi««ton,  r4»4M«nt  the  in- 
sinuation— ^-  r»  •#!•/'•*  No ! '* 

Ma.  sri^LVKEK:'Sir  UcorgV  Tamp. 
boll.  ^  ^ 

KKri'KN'i-KKrrUN  OK  MfNI. 

S:aGi:oK(fKrAMrHKLLa«kodthe 
S.<  rf»!.irT  for  8i>otIand,  Wh«»thsr  hi«  at- 
t*  tif  i<>n  nn«  b^'f^n  callisl  to  tho  palpably 
rrronoouiirhararterof  iu>uie  of  th«>  «tati«- 
ti'^ol  H«*tum4  rrloting  to  Scotland  pn«* 
•«  nto«l  to  this  Ilou«e ;  for  instance,  to 
t)io  Hotum  of  S^otf  h  Munuipsl  Burghs. 
No.  *.>e.o  II.  dated  NoremWr  Ihh^.  in 
whirh  Kirktnldy  is  mode  to  bavo  a 
p«>pulation  of  only  19,-tJO  and  4.21  tt  j 
naini-  ipal  rb*rtnrs,  or  neariy  one  ein  lor 
tt>  ererV  four  inhabitants;  and  I^ysart, 
a  papulation  of  10,k77.  with  4H|  munici- 
pal el«H*tors,  or  one  eb^rtor  to  upward^ 
iif  twenty-two  inhabitants  ;  whother  the 
CViwn  agent  is  the  only  perwrn  respon- 
>iMe  for  such  Return*;  and,  if  he  will 
taka  steps  to  entabliah  an  effic  ient  agenry 
to  fami«b  correct  Returns  for  Scotland  y 

TitK  I/iRl)  Al>V()rATE  Mr.  J.  B. 
BAi.rora  who  replied  «aid  :  The  Re- 
turn in  question  related  to  municipal 
bnrghs  in  England,  Wal«^  and  ^' 


land — what  was  asked  bartog  been 
their  Population  and  numl»er  of  inha* 
bitrd  nouscft  according  to  the  (Vnsus  of 
iMHt,  together  with  the  number  i>f  per- 
sons  on  the  bttrg«*M  roll,  diatingumh* 
ing  nion  from  women.  Tho  torma  "  mu- 
nirip«i  burghs*'  and  "burgees  rolls*' 
an*  inapplicable  to  S*->tland,  and  great 
difficulty  was  ot|»erienc««.l  in  dealing 
with  that  part  of  the  R«tum  wbiih  re* 
latf^l  ti  p<»imlation,  b«»th  for  thia  reason 
and  also  (nvause  the  (Vumis  of  iHHt 
do«>4  not  specify  the  nttmlM*r  of  p«*rsons 
entitled  to  the  muni*  ipal  franchise. 
After  a  romiipondenr«*  betwe<*n  tho 
Home  0(1ir«  and  the  (V>wn  Agent,  it 
w;i4  de«  idcd  that  the  numl»erof  muni* 
cipal  electors  only  should  be  given— 
thr«e  b'  ing  taken  from  the  ftopulation 
of  the  Parliamentary  burgha,  as  shown 
bv  tho  (Vnsu^.  S')  that  in  canea  aurh  aa 
kirkniMy  and  I>yaart,  when*  the  Parlia* 
mentary  and  munirinal  boundari<*s  era 
not  idontical,  the  Itetum  cannot  bo 
«aid  to  be  n^liable.  and  tho  stati«tio« 
necc««ary  for  making  it  so  do  nut  exiiit. 
May  I  be  allowed  to  nuggfst  to  my  hon. 
Friend  and  to  other  iSotch  Members 
moving  for  a  Return,  that  it  would  bo 
V  'nrenicnt  l>efore  doing  so  to  submit 
tho  draft  terms  of  the  proposed  Rotums 
to  fLome  S'otch  official,  m>  that  it  may  bo 
adapte«l  to  make  tho  Return  aoi*urato. 
Thereby  muth  inc'imcnioQco  and  <«uch 
anomalies  as  eii*t  in  tho  pn*«ent  case 
would  b**  %avf  d.  But,  under  the  cirrum* 
stances  there  is  (ortainly  no  blame  at* 
tach«<«l  to  tho  rn>wn  Agent  under  the 
late  or  preoent  (}ovemment. 

SiaUKoRGErAMI'BKLL  a4ked  if 
the  right  hon.  and  leamod  Uentlemaa  was 
swore  that  e\  ory  almanac  and  railway 
guide  pttblube<l  in  Scotland  gave  the 
population  of  tho  munu  i|Bal  burgha  and 
the  nuniitpal  and  Parliamentanr  voters ; 
and«  wh**ther,  in  future,  the  Municipal 
Returns  were  to  l»e  pn*pared  in  his  <  >fnce 
or  in  that  of  the  H^^crotary  for  N-i^tland  ? 

Mr.  J.  B.  BALForU,  in  nply.  said, 
that  would  be  a  matter  for  amicable  ar* 
rangement  He  objetted  to  the  quota* 
tioQ  of  unauthentic  and  irreepoaaibia 
railway  guides. 

rtK<r  <»FrrK-TKu:<.iL%pii  clerks* 

Hl'ND.W  WORK. 

Ma.  Howard  VlNri^IXT  aaked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasurr,  If  it  U 
a  fact  that  postal  telegraph  clerka  and 
igera  receive  extra  pay  in  Loadott 
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for  work  upon  Sandaj,  but  that  those 
employed  on  umilar  duty  in  the  Pro- 
vinces receive  no  such  additional  pay- 
ment; and,  if  the  Postmaster  General 
will  take  steps  to  remove  a  distinction 
which  causes  dissatisfaction  among  a 
deserving  body  of  public  servants  ? 

The  SECEETAKY  to  the  TREA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler):  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to 
state  that  the  arrangements  in  London 
differ  from  those  in  the  country.  The 
question  of  pay  for  Sunday  work  in  tbe 
Provinces  was  carefully  considered  at 
the  date  of  the  reorganization  of  1881, 
and  the  scale  of  weekly  wages  was  fixed 
so  as  to  cover  two  hours'  work  on  Sun- 
days. Applications  have  been  received 
by  three  successive  Postmasters  General 
for  further  pay  on  Sundays  and  refused 
by  each.  My  noble  Friend  the  Post* 
master  General  concurs  in  the  decision 
arrived  at  by  his  Predecessors  and  feels 
it  his  duty  to  decline  to  re-open  the 
question.  In  reply  to  the  further  Ques- 
tion of  which  the  hon.  Member  has  given 
me  private  Notice,  I  beg  to  state  that 
some  delay  has  arisen  in  the  payment 
of  extra  duty  during  the  Christmas  sea- 
son, owing  to  the  claims  having  been 
incorrectly  made  out.  An  inquiry  was 
necessary  before  they  were  passed ;  but 
every  effort  was  made  to  avoid  unne- 
cessary delay.  There  has  not  yet  been 
time  to  settle  the  allowances  for  St. 
Valentine's  Day. 

LANDLORD  AND    TENANT  (IRELAND) 
—THE  KINGSTON  ESTATES. 

Mb.  LEWIS,  who  said  he  was  not 
responsible  for  the  Question,  but  as  it 
was  on  the  Notice  Paper  in  his  name, 
he  had  no  objection  to  put  it,  asked  the 
Obief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  an  article  in  Ths  Daily 
Expreu  of  the  2dth  February,  in  which 
the  following  passage  occurs : — 

**When  the  agent  of  the  Kingston  Estate 
appointed  a  day  to  meet  them,  the  tenants,  and 
roceiTe  the  arrean,  the  priests  incited  them 
to  stand  and  resist  to  the  end.  At  that  time 
many  of  the  tenents  were  ready  and  willing 
to  pay.  But  they  were  told  not  to  do  so,  and 
BO  they  went  away  and  had  an  orgy.  One  man, 
arrested  for  drunkenness,  had  on  his  person  a 
hank  deposit  receipt  and  other  valuahles  to  the 
amoont  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 
The  rent  he  was  asked  to  pay  amounted  to  three 
pounds  ten ;  *' 

whether  he  has  made  inquiries  as  to  the 
Mr,  UoKord  Finunt 


facts  of  this  case ;  and,  whether  the  facta 
were  substantiallyas  represented  ? 

Mb.  O'KELLY:  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  the  Question, 
I  should  like  to  ask  him,  Whether  it  is 
not  true  that  all  these  Kingston  estate 
tenants  were  refused  any  reduction  at  all 
of  their  rents ;  and,  whether  the  priest, 
so  far  from  advising  the  people  not  to 
pay,  used  his  whole  influence  to  effect  a 
settlement  ? 

Mb.  LALOR  :  Might  I  also  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  responsible 
for  this  Question  ? 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  (Mr. 
John  Mobley)  :  As  to  the  last  Question, 
I  must  reply  that  I  really  cannot  say. 
In  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Ros- 
common rMr.  O'Kelly),  I  may  say  that 
I  think  I  have  heard  the  statements 
which  he  has  made,  but  on  other  autho- 
rity. I  cannot  say  of  my  own  know- 
ledge whether  they  are,  or  are  not,  well 
founded.  With  reference  to  the  Ques- 
tion on  the  paper,  I  have  received  a 
Report  which  shows  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  particular  amount  of  rent 
due  by  the  man  arrested — which  was 
£9,  and  not  £3  10#. — ^the  facta  are  sub- 
stantially aa  stated. 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IREL/IKD)~ 
"  BOYCOTTING  "  AT  CLONMEL 

Colonel  WARING  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  a  shopkeeper  and  farmer 
named  Edward  Tobin,  living  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  of  Clonmel,  nad  been 
boycotted;  whether  the  town  band  had 
not  annoyed  him  by  halting  in  front  of 
his  premises  and  playing  the  "  Rogue's 
March  "  and  other  offensive  tunes ;  whe- 
ther it  is  intended  to  indict  certain  of 
Tobin*B  neighbours  at  the  next  aaeizes 
for  picketing  his  house;  whether  his 
securities  in  a  road  contract  were  ob- 
jected to  though  of  well-known  sol- 
vency; whether  they  have  since  been 
subjected  to  obstruction  in  their  lawful 
business;  and,  whether  Tobin's  offence 
consisted  in  taking  charge  of  a  vacant 
farm? 

The  chief  secretary  {Mr.  Jons 
Morlet)  :  Sir,  it  appears  that  Tobin  has 
been  '*  Boycotted  "  since  August  30  last* 
the  cause  being  that  he  managed  tvo 
vacant  farms.  Two  persona  were  pro- 
secuted under  the  Conspiracy  Act  at  tbe 
last  Winter  Assiaes,  for  preventing  per- 
sona  from    entering   hu   shop.      The 
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Oimad  Jury  ignorM  the  bUl  Against 
one :  the  c«m»  iig»in§t  th*  oth^r  wat  ad- 
jouni«*d.  I  am  infornMl  that  tho  band 
ceaaes  to  play  wHmi  paMing  Tobiii*^ 
hou44«;  and  that,  though  hu  ••curitiHt 
wero  olije<t<Hl  to.  thcT  w#r0  oventuallj 
approved,  and  tho  police  ara  not  aware 
that  they  have  ttnce  been  Bttbj<Mrtad  to 
material  annojance. 

PARUAMRSTART  rAPKRA  F<)R 
PrBLK*  LIBRARIES. 

Ma.  KENHK'K  aske<!  the  8«or«>Ury 
to  the  Treanury,  WHif^ther  he  will  c«>n- 
•ont  to  Parliamentary  INiblicatione  and 
PapernWinf^Mippliedto  Public  Librarien 
fn»e  of  rhar^r**? 

Tun  SKCiarrAHY  TO  TH«  TREA- 
SrUY  (Mr  llKxay  H.  Fowlkh)  :  Thi« 
<|u<vton  uf  supplying  Parliamentary 
piil)licatton«iand  pa|>ortto  public librariee 
fr«»<«  of  charge  waa  Ti«ry  carefully  ct>n* 
»l<lvri  d  by  the  late  Goremment,  and  it 
wan  di*cidod  that  it  waa  not  ailvittable  to 
mako  the  grants.  In  November  la»t, 
the  <\>mptn»iler  of  tho  Stationery  Offic^e 
wa<*  authorirod  to  inoert  in  the  new  con- 
tract for  the  aale  of  (tovemment  pub« 
lirationo,  which  will  come  into  force  (»n 
January  I,  Ihh7,  a  pnivifo  that  the  con* 
tractor  thall  oell  euch  publication*  to  the 
ac«-riHlit«»d  ag«*nt«  of  fn»e  public  librariee 
at  the  trmle  pri«xHi.  a  reductic»n  of  at 
loa*t  2^  per  c«ht  fr«>m  the  published 
pn<  «^  I  have  M.me  sympathy  with  the 
ohjiM't  of  th«*  U'K'^tiun.  and  am  now  in 
ci»*nrnut»i<a'ion  with  the  0»mptroller  of 
th«*  Htation««rv  ()tH<e  to  o^hi  whMber 
th<*re  are  any  further  advantages  that  it 
will  Ik*  |M»ftMbl«t  to  allow  to  fr«^  librariee, 
and  whether  certain  paper*  oaanot  be 
given  gratuitoualy. 

TIIK   Knt'r.lTIuN   ACT?*   OiMMlSSIOS. 

Mn.  MILVAIN  aaked  tho  SecreUry 
of  Stato  for  the  Home  1  apartment, 
Wh<*th«  r  tho  oporotiona  of  the  Koyal 
r.ifnrai<»«ion  to  iii'|uire  into  the  working 
of  the  F^lucatiofk  Art*  eztond  to  8cf»tland; 
ami,  if  n'>t«  if  thore  i«  any  obj^i-tion  to 
it«  o|v«»ration«  being  oo  eTtend'd* 

Tiir.  SWMIKTAHY  v^^%  HOrTLAND 
(Mr.  Tkrvr.LT«x  who  r«>|*li<*d  taid : 
With  r«-,;anl  to  this  matter,  a  tuhject  in 
whuh  the  hon.  Meml>er  U^t  Kast  Km* 
fmwfthire  Mr.  Finlay^m'  ie  likewioe 
intereetrd,  I  nnderttand  that  it  ie  not 
pn>po«ed  to  extend  the  Order  of  Kefer* 
eoce  to  the  Royal  Cumntoaioa  to  the 
Siottioh   Education  Aola.    Tha  Seolali 


Education  I>epartment  haa  received  no 
ezpreeeton  of  opinion  from  Scotland 
which  would  lead  them  to  think  thai 
thore  ip  any  general  wi*h  to  that  effect. 

Sia  JAMI'S  FKROrsSON.  on  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Merob«>r  fur  Wiirtownihire 
.Sir  llorl>ertMaxweH\  gave  Notice  that 
on  the  Civil  Service  Eatimatee  he  would 
call  attention  to  thie  Bubject,  and  move 
a  reduotion  of  the  Vote. 

THE  MAOlSTRAt'Y  (IRRUANn)-KIU 
KENNY  (ofNTY. 

Ma.CnANCK  naked  the  Chief  Seere- 
tary  to  the  LortI  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  there  h<'ld  the  Commi»aaon  of 
the  Peace  for  the  c«>unty  Kilkenny, 
on  the  let  Matrh  1HH3,  eeventy-Aeven 
landlords,  ten  land  agenta,  atx  military 
mon,  two  c^tunty  and  one  government 
officials,  and  five  gentlemen  of  other 
occupati<»u« ;  whether  he  ie  aware  that 
considerable  di«aat  infect  ion  exista  as  to 
tho  pennnnel  of  the  local  magistracy; 
and,  whether  it  ie  intended  to  take  any 
stepe  to  end  the  practical  exclusion  from 
the  C^ommioeion  of  the  Peace  of  all  per* 
sons  oare  landlords,  land  agenta,  and 
Government  officials  ? 

The  chief  SECRCTABY  (Mr. 
Jonir  M«»aLrY^ :  I  >iasatisf action  haa, 
from  tame  to  time,  been  expreeeed  with 
the  fer— eaW  c»f  the  hx^al  magistracy  in 
certain  districts.  The  matter  does  not 
r>M  with  the  Executive  ifovemment ; 
the  M'lectton  of  g<»ntlemen  for  this  office 
is  not,  in  ordinary  ca«es,  made  bv  the 
ly  ltd  Chancellor ;  the  osual  couree  being 
for  the  Lteutonant  of  a  (^>unty  to  submit 
namee  for  the  (^immi^ion  to  the  I>ird 
<  *hancell«ir,  who.  if  he  sees  no  obiection, 
appoints  them.  But  the  lato  I^rd  Chan* 
c«>n«>r  ;Hir  Edward  Sal  It  van  undertook 
to  do  more,  and  to  inquire  int«)allegationa 
that  the  lieutenant  of  a  (V»unty  had 
unreaermablv  dMlinetl  to  recommend  a 
fit  and  profM^r  person  for  the  office, 
where  tho  a|>|M>intment  of  a  magistrate 
waa  re«|uired.  The  preeent  I»ra  (liaB* 
eellor  informs  me  that  he  wtll  adopt  the 
oane  ci>aree,  and  it  will  thus  be  open 
to  representative  bodiee,  if  they  fail  to 
get  the  Liau tenant  of  a  ( *ounty  to  recom* 
mend  any  gentleman  for  the  ( V>mmiaaion, 
whom  they  d«*«ire,  for  gcMid  and  sufficient 
reasons,  to  be  appoint^^d,  t4>  bring  the 
oaee  directly  before  the  Lord  <  'hancellor. 

Ma.  CUANCE:  The  right  hm.  Gen* 
tlemaa  haa  not  answared  the  fbat  para* 
gimph  of  my  QacatioB* 
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Mr.  JOHN  MOELEY:  WeU,  Sir,  if 
I  have  not  answered  it,  it  is  because  I 
have  not  the  information  at  my  disposal. 

IRELAND  — ILLEGAL  USE  OF  FIRE- 
ARMS—CASE OF  JOSEPH  DELANEY, 
BORRIS,  CO.  CARLOW. 
Mb.  change  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Joseph  Delaney,  ex-policeman, 
Civil  Bill  Officer  and  Bailiff  to  Mr. 
Arthur  M'Murragh  Kavanagh,  on  the 
evening  of  the  27th  November  last,  fired 
three  revolver  shots  into  the  streets  of 
Borris,  to  the  great  danger  of  the 
passers  by;  whether  the  said  Joseph 
Delaney  is  a  person  of  intemperate 
habits,  and  subject  to  fits  of  temporary 
insanity;  whether  on  the  21st  January 
last,  an  application  was  made  to  the 
magistrates  at  petty  sessions  in  Borris 
for  the  revocation  of  the  arms  licence  of 
the  said  Joseph  Delaney,  and  was  re- 
fused by  the  said  magistrates ;  whether 
steps  will  be  taken  to  ascertain  the 
fitness  of  the  said  Joseph  Delaney  to 
have  a  licence  under  the  Arms  Act; 
and,  whether,  if  evidence  of  the  above 
facts  be  laid  before  the  proper  official, 
the  matter  will  be  promptly  dealt  with? 
Mb.  MACAETNEY:  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  that  Question, 
I  would  ask  whether,  on  the  evening  in 
question,  stones  were  not  thrown  and 
windows  broken  in  the  house  Where 
Delaney  was  ? 

The  CHIEF  8ECEETAEY  (Mr. 
John  Mobley)  :  My  answer  will  answer 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  oppo* 
site.  It  appears  that,  on  the  night  in 
question,  two  of  Delaney's  windows 
were  broken  with  stones ;  and  he  fired 
two  revolver  shots  at  random  from  his 
window,  without  doing  any  harm.  The 
police  are  not  aware  that  Delaney  is  a 
man  of  intemperate  habits,  though  he 
was  some  time  ago.  He  is  not  subject 
to  fits  of  insanity.  He  is  a  Civil  d\]X 
officer,  ex-policeman,  and  care-taker  of 
evicted  farms.  As  long  as  he  acts  in 
that  capacity  he  requires  fire  arms,  and 
the  magistrates  have  declined  to  revoke 
his  licence.  I  have,  however,  informa- 
tion from  which  I  think  he  requires  to 
be  cautioned  as  to  the  use  of  fire  arms. 

LONDON  SCHOOL  BOARD  ELECTION 

EXPENSES. 

8ia  ALQEBNON  BORTHWICK 
asked  the  Vice  President  of  the  Com* 


mittee  of  Council  on  Education,  Whe* 
ther  he  will  direct  the  returning  officer 
for  the  Metropolis  to  afford  an  abstract 
of  account  explanatory  of  the  details  of 
the  expenses  of  the  London  School 
Board  Elections  in  November  1885,  to 
each  of  the  sections  to  which  by  him  they 
are  apportioned ;  and,  whether  he  will 
put  a  stop  to  the  present  system,  which 
results  in  the  ratepayers  being  kept  in 
compulsory  ignorance  as  to  the  manner 
of  the  expenditure  of  many  thousands 
of  pounds  ? 

Thb  vice  president  (Sir  Ltox 
Pultfaib)  :  The  Education  Department 
has  power,  under  the  Act  of  1873,  to 
obtain  and  tax  accounts  of  school  boards 
throughout  the  country  when  appeal  is 
made ;  but  that  power  does  not  extend 
to  London.  The  Returning  Officer,  who 
is  the  Recorder  of  London,  has  to  ascer- 
tain and  determine  the  amount  to  be 
Eaid;  and  is  not  bound  by  Statute  or 
y  the  Order  in  Council  to  make  returns 
of  the  expenses.  I  have,  however,  seen 
Sir  Thomas  Chambers,  the  Recorder, 
who  voluntarily  offers  to  send  the  ac- 
counts of  the  last  election  to  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  which  will  send  them 
to  the  School  Board ;  and,  by  Section  87 
of  the  Act  of  1870,  they  can  be  inspected 
and  examined  by  any  ratepayer.  In 
answer  to  the  last  part  of  the  Question, 
I  have  to  say  this  course  will  be  pursued 
in  future  elections  by  a  condition  in  the 
Order  of  Council  regulating  the  election, 
so  that  the  hon.  Member  will  perceive 
that  the  second  part  of  his  Question  will 
be  attained.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  \y.  H.  Smith)  will  delay  the 
Motion  for  the  Return  of  which  he  has 
given  Notice. 
Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Certainly. 

NEW  ZEALAND-THE  TBEATY  OP 
WAITANGI. 

Sib  JOHN  OORST  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  As 
to  the  following  passage  in  a  Letter 
from  the  Colonial  Office,  dated  19th 
August,  1884,  addressed  to  certain 
Maori  chiefs  who  had  presented  a  Memo- 
rial to  Her  Majesty,  complaining  of  the 
alleged  violations  of  tiie  TrMty  of 
Waitangi : — 

**  Yoa  will  reoetre  a  ioiiliar  oommnniosiioD 
from  Uer  MAJMty*t  GoTemme&t  with  regard 
to  your  Memorial  as  toon  as  the  atal«B«iit 
from  the  New  Zedsnd  OoTenuaeot  has  been 
reeeivsd  sad  oooadwed }  *' 
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when  the  tUtoniMit  from  the  N«w 
ZeaUad  GoToranMot  was  rocaivcd ;  and, 
when  the  further  eominiiiiicAtion  from 
I  lor  Mej««tjr*t  Govornmeot,  promieed  in 
tlio  above  Lett4*r,  will  be  made  ? 

Tiir  UNDKR  SECRETARY  or 
8TATK  (Mr.  O^moixs  Moboax  :  1  be* 
liore  the  peneage  refom*d  to  in  the 
Uu<<«tioii  it  ei>rroctlj  cit«tl  from  thr 
lottor  theriMn  montioaed.  I^rd  l>erby,  i 
nfter  rfMH>ivin|(  a  ttaU^mont  from  the  • 
New  Zealand  (}ovrmmont,  with  refer- ! 
rnce  to  the  Maori  Cbiofs*  Memorial, ' 
diil,  on  June  *J3,  |M85,  communicate  fur- 
thor  with  the  (jovemor  of  Now  Z«»aland,  i 
and  rtV|uo«tod  htm  to  make  a  commnni- 1 
ration  to  Tawbiao  and  other  Chit* fa  an ' 
tlio  terma  <»f  thed«*«patch  print^sl  at  pag<» 
4a  of  Parliamentary  Pa|>e>r  4.  VM.  A  ' 
c-«>]»T  of  the  dt^patch  waa  given  to  th«> 
Maori  Chiffa.  Thia  annwora  the  U»t  | 
part  of  the  Uu«-«tion.  On  Januarr  *Jo  | 
la^t,  the  Colcaital  Oifice  received  from 
tlie  Governor  of  Nt«w  Z4«aland  an  an- 
8wer  to  that  do«patch,  datcnl  December 
16,  1HH5,  encloniofc  n  translation  of  a 
letter  fn)m  Twahaio  to  tho  (fovomor. 
If  tbo  hon.  and  leamcHl  Membor  de<«ir«*0 
to  move  for  a  c(»pj  of  theae  Pap^ra, 
tbf*y  can  ho  pr««iient<»d.  No  further , 
d'tumunication  from  Her  Majeaty'a  Go-  • 
Trmmnit,  beyond  that  which  I  have ! 
already  menU«>n«<d,  hae  been  addreeaed  . 
to  the 'Maori  t*hi*fa.  I 

Bin  JOHN  (t<>H8riraveNoti(>ethat  he  ' 
w«>uld  move  for  the  Papers  referrt^  to. 

LIOIITIlofsr.s     IKKLAND  —  ATTKNO-  ! 

AN*  K  OK  KKK.rKK.'^  AT  lUVINK  ^^.H.  . 

VH  K  OS  MNUAYS,  AND  tUn'ATIoN 

OK  iinU)|;KN*  ' 

Ma.  JOHNSTON  aaked  the  President  ' 

of  thi*  Iio«ni  of  Trade,  \Vht*tht*r,  aa  ia  • 

done  in  Sotland  by  the  Commi«aioner» 

of  the  Northfm  Ijfrbt*.  he  will   have  ' 

Fn>vi«ion   made  for  the  atteodanc^i  at  . 
Mvine  Service,  on  Sunday*,  of  r^^ht-  i 
hoiiae  k««*peni  on  i»olat«Hl  rcMkn  off  the  | 
Iri^h  (%>aat ;  and  alao  for  the  e^lucation  i 
of   their   children,    by   increaain((    the 
number  of  n  iieving  vtationa,  or  other-  I 
wi«e   providinft  for  the  inatruction  of 
uuml>era  of  b^iya  and  ^itU  irrowing  np 
with«Mit  el«-ni«  ntary  educataon  f 

TutPUl.MUKNT   Mr,  Mf5i  rLL.O 
Thi<i  ii  a  mattfr  of  c«>naiderable  ditli- 
culty.    involving   an   tnrreai»ed  amount 
of  labour  and  exp4>nae;  but  the  obj<<(t«  > 
aet  forth  by  the  hon.  MembtVa  Uuee- 
tioo  are  eo  deairable  that  I  will  under* 

take  to  hAT6  th«  whole  matter  thotooghlj 


inquired  into  with  a  view  to  iti  aolution. 
The  childreo  ought  certainly  not  to  grow 
up  without  education. 

ISLAND    RKVKNrE^N>LLECTIoy    OP 

TAXKS. 

Ma.  BAKER  aaked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  KxchM|uer,  Whether  it  ia  the 
cuatom  of  the  I>««partment  that  Tazee 
ahould  be  coll4*cted  at  public  houaea 
if  auch  ia  the  euatom,  wtieth«»r  he  will 
conaider  the  dinadvantagee  of  compelling 
a  number  of  T>eraona,  many  of  whom 
have  only  email  pay  men  ta  to  make,  to 
attend  at  such  placea ;  and,  whether  an 
attendance  of  two  houra  during  one  day 
in  a  week  atforda  aufficicnt  convenience 
for  tboee  having  to  make  auch  pay* 
menta  ? 

TiiK  BEORKTAHY  to  tiik  TREA* 
nrUY  (Mr.  Ilixar  H.  Fowijkm  who 
repli«'«l  said,  that  the  Treaaury  bad  no 
ci»ntrol  over  the  manner  in  whirh  the 
Hoard  of  Inland  Revenue  collected 
taxc«.  The  Ik>ard  only  ummI  public* 
houaee  as  plac«ta  of  ccdlectlon  wneu  no 
other  place  waa  available. 


FlSilKKY  riKltS  AM>  HARnorRK  (IRK* 
\JiSV  -THK  IRISH  CHUKrH  FrND. 
Ma.  BI^\KK  aakM  the  S«Kretary  to 
the  Treaaury,  Whether  the  Treaaury 
will  carry  out  the  undertaking  given  in 
1HH|  to  the  Member  f«ir  the  county  of 
Waterford  by  the  then  Chancel  !<ir  of 
the  Kxchequvr  and  8«<Tetary  to  the 
Treaaury  that  intereet  would  b«»  allowed 
«>n  the  unespire«l  balan<ea  of  the  two 
hundre«l  ana  fifty  thousand  pounda 
If  ranted  out  of  the  Iriah  Oiurch  Fund 
for  the  conatruction  of  fishery  |>iera  and 
harboura  ;  and,  if  u\  taking  into  conai* 
dt-ration  the  great  distreee  exi*ting  at 
varioua  placet  along  th«»  roast,  especially 
St  Achill  Inland,  owing  to  mant  of 
nmpl<»ymeDt.  the  Treasury  will,  br  a 
Minute,  authorise  th«*  lH«'n  and  liar* 
I  our  rommii»i»ionfra  to  proce^Ml  at  onee 
to  all<j(*ate  tl)«*  money  d«  nvable  from  the 
interest  for  the  r(»n«tra<  tion  of  piers  and 
barl»'mra  in  the  di«tre%ted  l<Kalitiee,  ao 
aa  to  employ  the  people  on  reproductive 
work*  ? 

Till  HETRCTARY  t^.  mt  TREA* 
SIHY  Mr.  UiiraT  U.  Fowum  :  The 
que»ti(m  of  allowing  intert*tt  an  the 
extended  balances  of  the  £'J<SO,000 
granted  out  of  the  (1innh  Fund  for 
Kiahery  l*iefs  and  Harbours  was  raiasd 
by  the  hoa.  Member  ftw  Waterfcrd  ia 
laM ;  uud,  iu  lop^,  tho  tkem  BomtUiy 
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to  the  Treasury  stated  that  the  matter 
was  being,  and  would  be,  carefully  con- 
sidered, and  he  thought  fayourably  con- 
sidered, but  that  no  action  was  possible 
at  the  time,  as  legislation  would  be 
required  if  the  suggestion  were  adopted. 
No  actual  promise  was  given  that  interest 
would  be  allowed.  As  regards  the 
present  state  of  the  question,  I  have  to 
state  that  no  decision  has  yet  been 
arrived  at,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary, 
before  deciding  it,  to  consider  very 
seriously  the  present  condition  of  the 
Irish  Church  Fund,  and  its  ability  to 
bear  any  further  charges. 

INSPECTORS  OF  IKISH  FISHERIES— 
SEA  AND  COAST  FISHERIES  FUND. 
Mr.  BLAKE  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  If  he  will  state  the  amount 
of  loans  granted  out  of  the  Sea  Coast 
Fishery  Fund  by  the  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries  since  that  fund  was  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  trustees  to  aid  the 
Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  of  Ireland  by 
the  Act  47  and  48  Vic.  c.  21,  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Works,  specifying 
the  amounts  of  loans  in  1884,  1885,  and 
up  to  the  present  of  this  year ;  and,  if 
from  the  Dooks  and  accounts  of  the 
trustees,  which  were  transferred  bv  that 
Act  to  the  Board  of  Works,  he  will  state 
the  amounts  of  loans  made  by  the  late 
trustees  during  each  year,  1881,  1882, 
1883,  and  in  1884,  up  to  the  passing 
of  that  Act  ? 

The  SECRETAEY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Hekht  H.  Fowler),  in 
reply,  said,  the  amoiut  of  loans  granted 
by  the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  was, 
in  1884  (from  September  30)  £3,308 ; 
1885,  £6,390;  1886  (to  date),  £911; 
and  that  the  amounts  advanced  by  the 
late  trustees  were,  in  1881,  £2,584; 
1882,  £4,245;  1883,  £3,834;  1884, 
£2,600. 

ROTAL    IRISH   CONSTABULARY- 
POLICE  BARRACK  AT  MEENACLADDY, 
CO.   DONEGAL. 

Mb.  AETHUfi  O'CONNOB  asked 
the  Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  negotiations  haTO  been  proceeding 
for  the  establishment  of  a  police  barrack 
at  Meenacladdy,  county  Donegal;  on 
whose  representation  they  were  started ; 
what  causes  were  alleged  as  justifying 
this  burden  on  the  locality ;  and,  whe- 
ther the  allegations  have  been  investi* 

Mr,  H.  U.  Fpwkr 


gated,  so  as  to  give  the  local  representa* 
tives  of  the  district,  and  the  people 
themseWes,  an  opportunity  of  defending 
their  interests  ? 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETABT  (Mr. 
JoBK  Moblbt),  in  reply,  said,  the  mat- 
ter was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Irish  OoTernment.  The  station  was  re- 
commended by  the  local  police  and 
magpisterial  authoritiee,  and  no  question 
of  charge  on  the  locality  was  inTolTsd. 

Mb.  ARTHUB  O'OONNOB  :  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  before 
sanctioning  the  establishment  of  this 
station,  to  consider  the  antecedents  of 
the  local  magistrates  and  their  relations 
to  the  tenantry. 

RAILWAYS  (IRELAND)-ACCIDENT  AT 
ATHY  RAILWAY  STATION. 

Mb.  OABEW  asked  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  If  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  article  headed  "The 
Athy  Bailway  Accident,"  in  TlieLiimt^r 
Leader  of  the  20th  of  February,  alle^og, 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  accident 
was  due  to  the  want  of  proper  proTision 
for  passengers  crossing  the  line  at  Athy 
Bailway  Station ;  whether  it  is  a  fact,  as 
stated,  that  ''  the  only  mode  of  crossing 
the  line  is  to  jump  on  to  the  rails  and 
scramble  up  at  the  other  side ; "  whether 
there  is  an  absence  of  footbridge  at 
Naas  and  other  stations  on  the  same 
line ;  and,  whether  the  Board  of  Trade 
will  take  steps  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
passengers,  and  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  similar  accidents,  on  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  line  of  Bailway 
in  Ireland  ? 

The  PBESIDENT  (Mr.  Muitdella), 
in  reply,  said,  his  attention  bad  been 
called  to  the  matter.  A  foot  bridge  for 
Athy  Station  was  in  course  of  erection. 
The  Board  of  Trade  issued  an  order,  on 
the  22nd  December,  for  the  construction 
of  a  bridge  in  place  of  the  level  crossing 
at  Naas ;  but  the  construction  of  this 
bridge  had  not  been  commenced.  The 
delay  was  occasioned  by  the  length 
of  notice  required  under  the  Bailway 
Clauses  Act,  1869,  for  acquiring  the 
necessary  land. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DRAINAGE 
(IRELAND)  —  THE  BARROW  DRAIN- 
AGE  COMMISSION. 

Mb.  LALOB  asked  the  Chief  Seore- 
taiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If^  in  Yiew  of  the  fact  that  the  Barrow 
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Drainai^  OommiMioii  bar*  rIoMd  their 
inqairy  and  made  thf*ir  Report,  in  which 
thej  recommend  that  tho  main  workn  on 
that  river,  as  recommended  br  Mr. 
Manning,  O.K.,  ahould  be  carritMl  out ; 
and,  in  view  aliio  of  the  great  injury  to 
the  health  and  pn>pertj  of  tho  inha- 
bitanta  of  the  l«>cahty  bj  tUe  tl<x»ding  of 
the  river,  and  the  necfHultv  for  giving 
immctliato  employment  to  a  grent  num- 
ber of  labourera  in  the  distrirt,  ho  will 
take  fit«*pii  t>  have  the  drainage  work* 
on  tho  Hivor  Harrow  camui**nced  without 
further  dolavV 

TiiR    CHIEF    SEPRETARY    (Mr. 
Joiix  Horlky)  :   The  Heport  to  which 
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being,  made  <m  the  OoatiMOt  fbr  th« 
War  Department  f 

Tiia  HEi^REFARY  or  RTATE  (Mr 
riifraKLL*IUx?rxaifAX  :  With  regard 
to  the  firet  part  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member*s  Qneetion,  I  would  a^ 
him  to  allow  me  to  givo  tha  anawer 
in  replj  to  the  Quontiona  Xoa.  63  and 
r>'>  atanding  in  the  name  of  mj  hon. 
Friend  theMomber  for  Rethnal  On*en 
.Mr.  IIowoll  and  of  the  noble  Vi«cf>ttnt 
tho  Member  f«»r  Enfield  ViMH>unt  Folke* 
ntono; ;  because  thoiio  Qii«»«tiunt  were, 
at  xny  r«H|uefkt,  p<Mt|M>ned  till  todaj  from 
Tae%day  la«t.  With  roference  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  Qu«*«tion,  onlj  twonU 


tho  hon.  Member  refer*  han  only  jiMt  ■  havo   Inm^u  ccmtracted   fi>r  out  of  thia 
Muuo  before  me.     I  ub^TVo  that  v«*rjr '  country,   un<li*r    urrum««tan<  •*•    already 


Urg««  financial  n>n<«i<leriifi<>n«  are  in- 
volv««<l  in  tho  mittor,  and  al^»  the  quiH. 
tion  of  l«*(;i"l.ttion.  The  matt«»r  a  ill  x*^- 
(|Miro  moi«»  time  for  con^idoration  than 
1  have  yot  bet^n  abl«*  to  give  to  it. 

lN»ST<»FKI<T(IKKhANI>  — TIIK  TARrKt. 
IN>'4T  -RritAL  LKXrKIt  (\VRinKi:»* 
Ma.  (>*IIANLM\  A^ked  the  8t*crctary 
t4)  the  TroHMiry,  Wh«»ther  tho  inntitiit  on 
ui  tli«»  I'arrcl  IN'^t  ha^  grt»iitly  in<r**aMd 
tKo  lab  )ur  porftirmod  by  the  rural  l«'*tor- 
carriorA  in  iroUud;  whothfr  tho  k<H«|>4  m 
of  nil)!  |)o<it  ofUiN  s  are  paid  for  th4«  aiMi- 
li-»T..il  work  ctiu«<Hl  by  the  I*arcf*l  iNxt 
•y»t<  III  :  wlmthor  no  •tn-h  payment  tti 
nui  lo  to  th<>  carriora ;  nn<l.  wh<'n  atep^  will 
ho  tnlct-n  to  put  an  f*n<l  to  X\\\%  inc  tniali*  v  ? 
TiiR  SKi^KKrAUY  To  Tua  1  HKA 
srUY  Mr.  Ilx!«kr  II.  FoWMh\  in 
r«  \Ay.  Mild,  thit  th««  Parrel  iNnit  h.id, 
i!«iiif>tl>  #a,  in<  r«'a«4>d  the  work  of  tho 
p«>«tm**n  ;  but  th««y  iH'»ro  paid  strictly  by 
tho  anxtunt  of  work  thty  had  to  do,  and 
the  wagoa  wrro  rocoD«ider<>d  fn»m  timo 
to  timo.  a«  jiMtira  d«*rnando4i  \%  to  aub* 
p«%!Mi.i*ti»r».th«'y  were  not  jMJd  hy  Hilary, 
but  by  rf>inn.i««i<io  on  all  kind«  <»f  buM* 
no^*.  Thoy  wt»re  n«il  ro<|Uirid  t«i  jrivo 
tho  wh(»lo  of  thoir  time  ti  the  aork  of 
the  Ik  partmt'bt. 

Tin:  r.NKiKi.o  s\i\u*  arms  wokks- 

1>|H4  ||AR<.K  •»K  WoRKMKN 

8ia  HK.NUY  TYLER  a«k<*d  tho 
P^N-rotiry  of  State  for  War.  Wholh«T 
it  i«  int«*U'j4d  to  d.M-).ar,»i»  a  numb«-r 
of  workmoQ  from  th«  EMri«*!d  ^^mall 
Arma  W  ork«  on  the  \%x  April ;  and,  if  t^). 
how  many  ara  to  )»e  to  d\%  hargi<«i ;  and. 
whother  any  woapona,  aui  h  a«  might  be 


explaino<l  t  >  thft  Hou«o.  EtiMing  ron< 
tnut*  cannot  l>e  intarfored  with  ;  but  no 
aJditinnal  aumlierwill  be  (»b!ainiHl  from 
abroad  in  c-msKHjtiosioe  of  any  arrange* 
menta  now  made  for  tlio  aupplien  of  next 
year. 

PiiST  OFFirK-TIIE   PaR<TX  Pi)OT- 
RITRAL,   MCTTKR  rARRIRRH. 

8ia  RKMIAH!)  WEBSTER  ankM 
tho  Secretary  t«>  the  Trea^urv,  Whether 
hifi  attention  haa  b4H»n  called  to  the 
weight*  of  panvl4  re«|uired  tobecarriM 
by  th<«  rural  pottmen ;  whother  it  i«  tlie 
fact  that  when  the  Pan*!  Poat  waa 
eatabltsho^l  it  waa  pr(»uiiM<d  that  the 
woight  to  be  larritMl  ahould  not  exceed 
thirty -fivo  nonnda.  and  that  extra  aaaiat- 
auce  ahould  be  given  if  that  weight  waa 
exceedod  ;  and,  whether  he  will  give  in« 
atructiona  that,  in  the  evont  of  rural 
poMmea  being  retjuirrd  to  carry  weighta 
aU>ve  thirty-five  pcmnda,  extra  aaaiatanea 
»hall  bo  givon  or  thrir  pay  increaaed  f 

Tita  SKrRCTAKY  to  tub  TKtlA- 
Sl'RY  Mr.  lUxar  H.  Fowuik):  The 
facta  of  the  4.iui  a«  r«*i(anU  the  weighte» 
not  morely  of  parroU.  but  of  all  kinda 
of  poatal  matter  rp<|uinng  to  be  carriod 
by  rural  iv>«tmen  are  rorrtMtly  «tati«d  by 
tho  hon.  Member,  and  I  am  aannred  that 
the  rula  on  tb«'  aobjcct  ta  woll  undt«r« 
«t'MMl,  and  it  ia  believed  everywhere  ob« 
eorrotl.  If  the  hon.  Mom>»er  haa  aaj 
particular  caM»  in  hi«  mind  and  will  c«>m* 
ruunii  ate  with  th«^  Po«tma«t«»r  Cleneral, 
my  noble  Friend  will  gladly  io<|uIr«  into  it. 


roOT  orrii  i:-'n:uuiaAPUic 

ADDRKvHKa 
OoixvEL   NOI^N   asked  the  Serra* 


produced  at  Eniield,  have  bc^rn,  or  are  .  %uj  to  the  Traaanry,  Una  ha  refiatercd 
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a  abort  telegraphic  address  for  the  House 
of  Oommons;  and,  if  not,   can  he  do 

BO? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Henry  H.  Poitlbr)  :  No 
address  has  as  yet  been  registered  for 
the  House  of  Commons.  But  **  House 
Commons,  London,"  is  sufficient  address. 
["Oh,  oh!"]  I  would  not  forejudge 
the  case  as  to  whether  that  may  not 
be  shortened ;  but  I  think  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  add  anything  more  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  as  the  Postmaster  General  is 
considering  the  matter,  and  in  a  few 
days  it  will  be  seen  what  can  be  done. 

Dr.  CAMERON:  Could  you  not  say, 
Sir,  ** Short  Commons?" 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Mr.  DONALD  CRAWFORD  asked 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether  he 
intends,  during  the  present  Session,  to 
re-introduce  the  Universities  (Scotland) 
Bill  of  last  year,  or  some  similar 
Bill? 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Trevelyaw)  :  I,  or  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Lord  Advocate, 
have  every  intention  soon  to  introduce  a 
Bill  undoubtedly  much  resembling  the 
Bill  of  last  year. 

EGYPT— THE  PORT  OF  SUAKIN. 

Mr.  O'KELLY  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  Suakin  was  proved  the  most 
convenient  port  for  trade  with  Central 
Africa;  whether  some  of  the  tribes  in 
the  interior  are  hostile  to  Egyptian  rule; 
and,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Oovern- 
ment  will  consider  the  advanttees  to 
trade  to  be  derived  from  making  Suakin 
a  free  port  under  International  control, 
before  handing  it  over  to  the  Egyptian 
Government  ? 

Thb  under  secretary  (Mr. 
Brtce)  :  The  first  part  of  the  Question 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  is  matter  of 
opinion ;  and,  considering  the  vastness 
ox  the  region  to  which  it  refers,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  say  whether  Suakin  or 
any  other  port  has  been  proved  to  be 
the  most  convenient  for  trade  with  Cen- 
tral Africa.  The  second  part  is  matter 
of  fact ;  and  I  think  recent  events  have 
sufficiently  proved  that  some  of  the 
tribes  in  the  interior  are  hostile  to 
Egyptian  rule.  In  reply  to  the  third 
part,  I  have  to  say  that  Suakin  is  no 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions,  but 

Colonel  NoUtn 


constitutes  a  portion  of  Egyptian  ierri* 
tory;  and  Sir  Charles  Warren,  who 
commands  the  British  Forces  there, 
holds  supreme  Civil  authority  by  dele- 
gation from  the  Egyptian  Oovemment. 
It  therefore  does  not  rest  with  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  take  the  course 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  O'KELLY :  I  will  refer  to  the 
subject  on  the  Army  Estimates. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— MR.  JOSEPH 

D.  GRIER,  CLERK  TO  THE  CAVAX 

POOR  LAW  BOARD. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  asked  Uie 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Joseph 
D.  Qrier,  clerk  of  the  Cavan  Poor  Law 
Board,  in  connection  with  the  coming 
election  of  Poor  Law  Quardians  for  that 
Union ;  whether  it  is  the  fact  that  the 
Nationalist  ratepayers  of  the  Union, 
having  lodged  a  large  number  of  claims 
to  vote,  Mr.  Orier,  acting  as  returning 
officer,  has  issued  an  advertisement  in 
local  papers  (^n^/0-(7W<  of  the  20th  in- 
stant) requiring  '*  documentary  evidence 
in  support  of  all  claims  to  vote  "  lodged 
since  the  last  election ;  what  powers  a 
returning  officer  has  to  require  "docu- 
mentary "  evidence  in  support  of  claims 
to  vote,  such  claims  being  in  many  cases, 
from  their  nature,  incapable  of  being  so 
supported ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
medium  of  advertisement  selected  as  a 
substitute  for  direct  communication  is 
one  which  is  exceedingly  unlikely  to 
come  under  the  notice  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  claimants ;  whether  it  is 
the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the 
claimants  live  at  considerable  distances, 
in  some  cases  as  much  as  ten  miles, 
from  the  board  room  where  Mr.  Grier 
proposes  to  hold  his  court,  and  would 
be  put  to  great  inconvenience  by  being 
compelled  needlessly  to  attend  there; 
whether  it  is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Grier'a 
action  is  entirely  without  precedent; 
whether  the  proceeding  in  question  is 
taken  under  the  6  and  7  Vic.  c.  92,  s.  26; 
and,  if  80,  whether  that  enactment,  being 
limited  to  particular  oases  in  which  a 
returning  officer  ''  has  reasonable  cause 
to  doubt  the  correctness  of  any  claim  to 
vote,"  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
direct  Mr.  Grier  to  abandon  his  proposed 
general  court  of  inquiry,  and  to  issue 
voting  papers  to  all  claimants  except  in 
particular  cases  in   which  doubt  has 
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bota  thrown  <m  th«  coirectiMM  of  aaj 
olaioi,  and  tho  cUimant,  afttfr  notice 
dirKlljr  ffiTon,  haa  failed  to  aatiafj  him  ; 
wboihor  ha  ia  awaro  that  a  ratarning 
oAcar  at  Poor  Law  elfctiooa  i«z9rcito« 
in  naiijr  eaaea  ludicial  fancttoiiA  iotoW- 
iD^f  tho  iin|tartia)  dotomioation  of  difR- 
cult  (iiioMtont  both  of  law  and  fact ;  who* 
thar  no  it  awaro  that  Mr.  Orier  ta  a 
in«*m)w»r  of  tho  Orango  AA^KnatioQ,  and 
iii  in  the  habit  of  appearing  in  the  r<^ 
galia  of  that  bctdy  at  public  party  do- 
n;o nitrations;  ia  al«u>  a  land  agf*nt,  thr 
a««iitant  •4K*retarr  of  tho  Tavan  iVfrnro 
rnion,  and  mombcr  of  a  I/N*al  Landlord 
Anti*NationaIiKt  Association  ;  and,  whe- 
ther, if  u\  tbo  I/H^al  Government  Board 
int<*nd  to  continue  him  in  tho  potitiiiu 
of  roturaing  nffir«T? 
Tii«('HlKFSKrUCTAnY:llrJMiiN 

UoauLY\  in  reply,  naid  that  Mr.  Urior 

imbliehed  the  notice  n*ferred  to;  and 
le  did  eo  in  contequenoo  of  the  lar|(e 
number  of  cUimt  l«>dgi«<l  »ince  la«t  jear 
by  both  {Militical  Partu««.  The  Liical 
UoTernment  lioard  have  poiut<*d  out 
that  ho  wae  wrong  in  taking  that  courte. 
The  Iii»cal  OoTornmont  lioard  omaidcr 
that  Mr.  Grier  committed  an  error  of 
judgment  in  tho  matter.     Nothing  ap* 

1»eam  ai^ainit  him  in  th^  r(<<>nlt  of  the 
>epartiuont  during  tho  15  ycara  he  had 
a<*ted  aa  I'lcrk  and  Ketumitig  t^fBcer, 
and  thf  J  had  nf»  ground  for  •upfx.ning 
that  he  wa«  un5t  for  the  latter  otlioe. 

Ma.  MAriU(  K  UKALY:  la  it  a 
fatt  that  he  aitt>d  in  a  tiiuilar  manner 
latt  roar  ? 

[No  reply.] 

oVKUIIK.vn   TKI.Ki.R\ri!    AND   TKl.K. 
I'HONK  WIKK-S 

Ma.  M'lYKR  aaked  the  President  of 
the  Local  Gorernmeat  Board,  Whether 
it  ia  pronoeed,  in  dealing  with  overhoad 
tel<*gra|in  and  ti^Iotihont*  wirv-t,  to  giTe 
ooriK»rationa  and  urban  aothoritiee  power 
to  make  bye-law*  or  re|(ulation»  with 
re<ip«rt  to  euch  wire*,  lor  the  protection 
of  lif«  aii<l  pmp-'rtv  * 

Tin.  HKrUKIAHY  T.»  nir  U^.Kh 
GoVllHNMKNT  BoAHD  Mr.  Jr-M. 
('••itt^<  «  whoreplini  taid  :  The  Board 
havfi  n*>  d«iiiht  tlmt  if  a  measure  were 
bn>u;;'it  in  d<-elinfr  with  overhead  wire« 
power*  would  be  conferred  on  urban 
aanitarr  author itiee  to  make  bye*law» 
or  regulationa  with  reepcd  to  auch 
wirea. 


SEKD  SrPPI-T   (IRCIaNP)  ACT-THB 

SEED  RATR-PAYMENT  <>r  FOrRTII 

IXSTALMKKT. 

CoLosrmL  N(  »IAN  aaked  the  Chief  8a- 
cretary  to  tho  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ira* 
land,  If  he  can  now  atate  whether  he 
will,  in  conae^juent'o  of  the  preaent  do* 
prasftion,  permit  fturh  unitiot  aa  may 
apphr  for  uolay  to  p(»fktiHine  the  i>ayment 
of  tho  fourth  initaluM-nt  of  tho  8oed 
Bate  for  another  yrar  ? 

Tin:  CHIEF  SKiMlKTARY  fMr. 
John  MoaiA\  ;  There  it  still  some  delay 
connectfHl  with  tho  completion  of  c«'r* 
tain  formalities  in  relation  to  the  arrange* 
nient,  and  that  preT(»nta  my  giving  tha 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  a  reply. 

Cox/)M.i.  NOLAN :  When  aball  I  pul 
down  the  UMe*tion  ? 

Ma.  JOHN  MUBLKY:  About  thia 
day  week. 

lUEIMND      DEPARTMEST  OF  TIIB 

UEUI.STUAR  (•KNEUAL-!^<  HEME 

UK  RE.OU^iANI/.ATION. 

Mb.  ARTlirU  OOONNOR  aekad 
the  Chief  84vretarT  to  the  Lord  Lieo* 
tenant  of  Ireland,  \Vbether  he  will  lay 
u|M»n  the  Table  a  copv  of  the  Minute  of 
the  Uegiitrar  General,  setting  forth  tha 
details  of  the  propoaed  scheme  of  ro* 
orgaaiaation  of  hi«  I>epartmaat  ? 

TiiaCHlKFSK*  KKTAUY  Mr.Jonv 
Mori  t.Y  ,  in  reply,  said,  ha  would  lay 
tha  rap4»r  on  the  Ta^>le. 

KI<I1EUH>«  ^IRELAXD   -  BEQl'K.5rr   op 

THE  U\TE  MR  U-4  o\|AS.  DaLKEY. 

CU.  DCBUK. 

Ma.  T.  M.  UKALY  aaked  tha  Chief 
Secretarr  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ira- 
land.  Whether  it  ia  a  fact  that  the  laU 
Mr.  M^Comaa,  of  I>alkey,  county  Pub^ 
lio,  left  by  hi«  will  a  aum  of  £600  for 
the  bene  tit  c»f  the  fi%herif*e  of  Indand ; 
whether  auch  num  waa  claimed  by  tha 
late  Trustee**  to  aid  Sea  (  oasi  Fi«heriea, 
who  have  l>e«»n  since  abolinhed  by  Act 
of  rarliament ;  whether,  at  the  hearing 
of  th<*  caus<»  before  the  late  Master  of  the 
HnlU  ,Sir  Kilward  bulliran)»  it  was  do* 
ciilrd  thrir  clsim  to  it  waa  inTalid,  and 
that  the  m<»ney  should  l>e  plar<  d  in  tha 
hand*  of  the  Cliaritabia  iKmatJ'mt  and 
lWN(ur*t<i  (Commissioners;  whether  that 
sum  of  money  atiU  remaina  ia  their 
haada  onutilixed;  whether  they  ha?a 
offered  to  apply  only  the  intc«rest  of  aaid 
aom  for  tha  baoafit  of  tha  fi^iiaa ;  who* 

5  p  a 


1896 


Compemation  for 


{OOMMONH} 


Damag$9  Bitt. 


1896 


iher  he  will  consider  whether  this  course 
of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners is  warrantable,  as  not  carrying 
out  the  wishes  or  intentions  of  the  tes- 
tator; whether,  considering  that  this 
money  might  be  judiciously  applied  in 
whole  to  the  benefit  of  the  fisheries,  he 
will  take  such  steps  as  he  may  consider 
advisable,  whether  by  legislation  or 
otherwise,  to  have  such  money  placed 
in  the  hands  of  trustees  to  carry  out  the 
intentions  of  the  testator;  and,  would 
there  be  any  objection  to  aEetumbeing 
furnished  of  all  moneys  in  the  hands  of 
the  Charitable  Bequest  Commissioners, 
showing  from  what  sources  derived,  and 
how  they  are  expended  annually  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johji 
Morley),  in  reply,  said,  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequests  informed  him  that  they  were 
most  anxious  that  this  fund  should  be 
utilised.  If  the  executor  of  the  deceased 
and  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  to 
whom  they  had  offered  the  interest  con- 
tinued to  decline  to  administer  it,  they 
had  determined  to  offer  it  to  the  Board 
of  Works,  to  whom  the  administration  of 
the  Sea  Coast  Fisheries  Fund  had  been 
transferred;  but,  in  the  absence  of  an 
order  from  a  competent  authority — 
which  he  presumed  was  a  Court  of  Law 
— they  must  decline  to  hand  over  the 
corpus  of  the  fund  to  any  private 
person,  there  being  no  direction  in  the 
will  to  that  effect.  He  should  add  that 
the  late  Master  of  the  Rolls  made  no 
decision  on  the  claim  of  the  Sea  Coast 
Fisheries  Commission  to  the  Fund.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  interest  had  been 
handed  over  to  that  Commission  so  long 
as  it  existed.  The  information  requested 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Question, 
he  understood,  was  contained  in  the 
annual  Reports  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Donations  and  Bequests. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked,  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  follow 
the  example  of  his  Predecessor,  and 
bring  in  a  Bill,  in  order  that  this  fund 
might  be  properly  administered  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  said  he  would 
consider  the  matter. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE— EXECUTIONS. 

Mr.  GREGORY  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  If, 
having  regard  to  recent  failures  in 
carrying  out  the  extreme  sentence  of  the 
Law,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  State  has  I 

Mr.  T,  J/l  mdl\f 


now  assumed  the  control  and  gorem- 
ment  of  the  gaols  in  England,  the  Qo* 
vemment  would  consider  the  propriety 
of  appointing  proper  persons  to  carry 
out  executions  within  the  walls  of  the 
gaol,  and  in  future  relieving  the  sheriffs 
from  that  duty  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childebs)  :  In  reply,  I  beg  to  inform 
the  hon.  Member  that  a  Committee,  of 
which  Lord  Aberdare  is  Chairman,  was 
appointed  by  my  Predecessor  to  consider 
what  precautions  should  be  adopted, 
without  alteration  of  the  law,  to  pre* 
vent  the  possibility  of  failure  or  mis- 
carriage in  executions.  On  receiving 
the  Report  of  that  Committee,  the  whole 
subject  will  have  to  be  most  carefully 
considered  by  me. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  PENSIONS. 

Caftaik  price  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  If  he  will  state  the 
number  of  Pensioners  who  are  now  in 
receipt  of  Greenwich  Hospital  Pensions, 
though  under  the  age  of  fifty-five,  on 
account  of  their  having  served  in  the 
Seaman  Pensioner  Reserve ;  and,  what 
is  the  total  amount  of  this  class  of  Pen- 
sion? 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  R.  W.  Duff)  (who  replied) 
said :  I  will  furnish  the  statement  asked 
for  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member; 
but  the  preparation  of  the  same  will 
take  a  day  or  two. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  DAMAGES  BILL. 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL  asked  the  Seore- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
with  reference  to  the  Bill  entitled 
''Compensation  for  Damages/^  Whether 
it  is  a  fact  that,  in  practice,  and  con- 
trary to  the  dear  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature, compensation  is  not  recoverable 
in  cases  of  ordinary  riot ;  and,  whether 
he  would  take  into  consideration  the 
existing  Law,  which  is  in  a  Tery  unsatis- 
factory state,  being  regulated  by  an  old 
Statute  of  Qeoi^e  4,  in  itself  indefinite 
in  terms,  and,  instead  of  dealing  with 
the  subject  by  piecemeal  legislation,  in- 
troduce a  measure  of  genenu  application 
to  the  whole  communit}"  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childsrs):  I  am  glad  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  has  addressed  this  Qoestion 
to  me,  because  recent  oTents  haye  im- 
pressed me  very  strongly  with  the  fact 
that  the  law  as  to  oompensatioQ  for 


(Iaiiai^o  dono  hy  rioting  m  it  now  atAiKU  ! ))««   Y»«^a   rc^  ontiv   rrin^^tatcj  «•  \hM* 
i-  irt   an    un«.tti«>rA((ory  nnd   uno*»rtain  ,  roa^tiT:    and,  whfth<*r  any  comjdainta 
H»  ito.     Thotit^h  I  r*m*M«»r  it  bmt  that  j  havi*  rrnf'lt«»d  iho  Ti-^t  OtHro  in  r«*f«n»nc« 
pri*^ont  uo<*tl«  nhould  bo  prompt  I  r  tati*- .  to  this  ofBrjal  ? 
ti**d  liv  a  nira<«<in>  Kttrh  at  hat  bo«n  in*        Tiia  SI.i 'lUrrAUY   to   the  THKA* 


(t(»ilijr«Hl,  I  am  quiti*  pn^pannl  to  ctmHult 
iii!h  th«»  Ijiw  (HU<«'rii  of  tho  (Y>wn  at 
to  tho  advinahility  of  introdiirinfC  ^ 
larffor  mia^un^  of  goncral  application, 
A«  tho  right  hon  Ban>n<'t  nuggeAttf. 

IN  >r    OFKIc  K    (Ii:r.I.ANI>v-.TIIK   I-ATK 

rn>rMAsn:u  of  ballyhei(«nk,  r<>. 

KKUKY. 

Htt.  IIKNHY  (WMPHKLL  atkod  tho 


J<rUY  Mr.  IIkxry  H.  Fowi.ui  .  in 
rttplvt  f»4id,  that  t!ie  prvtnnt  aub«p<>«t- 
ina^t4»r  wa«  appoint«Ml  \\%X  <  K  tolmr.  He 
waa  not  a  d«*faul(«'r.  but  tho  lito  tub* 
I>*»ttma«tt«r  was  a  dofault^^r.  Thoro  was 
no  complaint  against  tho  prcM«nt  man. 

LAW  AND  jr>TI<K-0»XVICT 
LABoriL 

Ha.  DAWSON  ankod  tho  S^^rvUry 


Hocrt* t try  to  tho  Treasury,  Whothi<r  ono  I  of  8tato  for  tha  Homo  I>opartm»nt, 
ot  tho  diMrict  |M>««tmoMi*ituf  tht»(iettoral  i  What  it  tho  nnrobrrof  ron\tcttnow  em- 
\\M  (HK<.o  niim«'d  Mithaid  I^aido,  ofiptoyvl  on  nublio  workt,  and  on  what 
Halljrhoi^rno,  i- ninty  Korry,  did,  at  tho  I  works  am  tnoy  omployM;  what  nuobor 


<*(irk  ilarth  A<i%i/e«,  lh*t5,  p!t*ad  guilty 
tt>  a  rhnrgo  of  omb<*/f  lomrnt  of  tho  sum 
of  IMH  .'it.  bolonginfT  to  Bridget  Kenny* 


of  convicts  It  is  pn^ftotcd  to  omploy  on 
tho  pn>j<Ht<*d  harbour  works  at  iMvor; 
and,  wh('*h4*r  ho  can  inform  tho  Ilouao 


of  Tiiidur,  liallyhf ign«* ;  whithor  thm  •  wht*n  tho  Tarious  works  on  which  con* 
iiuinoy  wat  st^nt  to  this  In  iy  by  hor  I  ^i<'tt  aro  now  employod  will  b«  com* 
brothf«r  l»atid   Konnr,  S  ddiom*  lioti«r,  \  pb-tiMl? 

8ialo  of  Olii.i,  by  bank  draft  on  tho  In-  j  Tiia  >K<'UKTARY  or  STATK  ,Mr. 
ti>mational  Hank  of  I><iii'»n  (Limitod  ,  '  <':iiU'i  u-*  :  Inr^'ply  to  tho  hon.  Mcmbor, 
ditod  IHh  l>c''onilMT,  Ihs.{  ;  whi*ther,  I  may  %*\y  that  thf«rt*  wnul.i  b**  no  obj*-4  • 
ujMin  •!!«  h  ri*nfo«»i  n  <f  guilr,  tho  «<itd  ti^n  to  f^nintinjc  n  Hetum  of  thonumbor 
Miohaol  I^ido  WA«  «i*ntonr(*4l  to  a  p<«ri«Hl  "f  rimT;4  tt  sm  h  a««  ho  ii*ks  for;  but  I 
(>f  tivo  ytar«*  impri-^onmont :  wh^'thiT  think  ho  would  find  all  tho  infonnati<in 
tht*  Mild  Itrid^*  t  Konny  hai«  U^rn  rofutod  ho  wantt  in  th««  I*^p'»rt  of  tho  ( *ommitt«H» 
piiiu*'nt  of  tho  aboTO  amount  by  tho  <>f  C^<invi(t  I^ab  lur  of  iHsl.tf,  in  tho 
T' iitina*t<*r(i<uoral;  and.whi'thor/lM'ir- •  Dirort«ir«*  Kofort  for  !**Sl,  and  tho 
i.  1^  in  u  it.d  tho  groat  hws  i«hiih  this  PinM-turt*  U«t  Annual  Koport  for 
la  ti<  y  Wo  .id  bo  to  liridgot  Koruy,  ho  ,  l*^'^*'^-!.  Th'>i%>«  nt«p«>rtB  bI<»«>  contain 
u*ll  ^iro  in%tra<tf  tit  that  tho  amtmnt  nn  c*timato  of  tho  timo  br  which  tho 
bo  rvfundf-d  to  h«'r  "r  varioua  works  will  bo  r.jmpM<*d. 

Tin:  si:-  Ul.TAKY  T.»  TiiK  TREA. 
PrUY  Mr  llj>aY  U.  Fowlku  .  in 
rt'ply.  «:iid.  th^  lato  |M»%tma<itor  ploadod  j 

j:  i.lly  I  ►  tip- otFi-n^o  rof»-rnd  to.  and  wat '  .,  »rr¥*\%f4u  tiiAi/n  i.  j  *i. 
r.  nt.  n^od  t  >  fiTo  voart*  t.  nal  ..rtitudo.  .  ^^  ^^"^^^^  BLAKE  nskod  tho 
Ho  was  P.irry  t/sav  t^ior.  w.ro  othor  >:^t^l^ry  Xo  Xhm  Tr^atury  If  his  atton- 
CAM-,  bo^id.,  tho  ca*; of  IliidgH  Konny  *»''«»  ^;  »r:»  '^•"^^^  1^,  tho  ajxidonf. 
At  tho  btfr  wat   not   n^i^ton*!,   th.^    ni*«y  "^  which  an*  fatal,  which  so  f rt^. 

1'o.tmn.tor  Ucn.ral  had  no  j.^wor  to  giro    M!*' '**^>*  "T'^^  ^''^7?^  ^^'^'^''^  '°,"^ 

c<iiniM  n-itiin.  .  ^•^••'>  •  ^'T^^  ""}  ^^"^^  •''••^ff  ''V™ 

'  I  numrr  >us  unionr«vl  ittmo  quamoo ;  whr* 

I.wr  nm.T.  ,ti:KtA\t>-  -THE  ^.«rr.  «»'"h«bM«,vmda  copyofanoficUl 

MAsni:    OK    I.  .NKMANA..n.    ...  r- rr*  of   M     K  <  4rt*r    «.,air..  th» 

.                                     •  c»n»norof  tho  rori»#t  <»f  I>oan  Umtion 

of  UloU'-ontonhiro,  «tsting  that  ho  hat, 

Mu   I>ILl4<>N  .fiK'nl  tho  Stvrotary  to  b^two^n   tho  u'nd  of  Augutt  Ih:3  and 

*l.o  Trta%>iry,  WhttS«*r  it  is  iruo  that  tho  .tab  of  F*  bruarr  l*)^f'».  held  nino  io* 

tho  pro*«-nt  |»i»«tm%%i4  r  of  lK»nomanagb,  ({uo^u  u|>on  tho  b«»lios  of  {K-nuns  who 

««':.i)t\  T^rotio.  »4>mo  timo  sicco  b«catuo  havo  fallen   into  unfooood  qoarrioo  io 

a  dofault«*r  to  t'lo  oxunt  of  i  10  ;  who*  lior  Hajettjr*s  Forool  of  I^oan  ;  and,  if, 

thor  tho  p>a  otibo  was,  in  oonsoouonco,  with  a  vtow  to  provost  furthor  looo  of 

rvmovi»d   from  his  hooao ;   whcthur  ho  lifo,  ho  will,  oa  bvhalf  of  tho  OoTOtm* 
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ment,  bring  in  or  support  a  Bill  render- 
ing it  compulsory  upon  the  owners  of 
quarries  properly  to  fence  or  protect 
the  same  ? 

Thb  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  :  I  have 
received  no  copy  of  an  official  Report  by 
Mr.  M.  F.  Carter,  Coroner,  as  to  inquests 
held  on  bodies  of  persons  who  had  fallen 
into  unfenced  quarries  in  Dean  Forest. 
As  regards  what  are  called  the  ''  award  " 
quarries— namely,  those  still  held  under 
the  award  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Act 
1  &  2  Vtct.f  c.  48,  the  Crown  is  power- 
less, as  the  Commissioners  omitted  in 
their  rules  and  regulations  for  working 
quarries  to  require  them  to  be  fenced. 
Quarries  held  under  lease  from  the  Com- 
missioners are  required  to  be  fenced. 
There  are  at  present  122  award  quarries 
and  130  leased  quarries.  It  might  be 
well  to  place  all  quarries  under  the  In- 
spectors of  Mines. 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS- 
ELECTION  EXPENSES  (SCOTLAND). 

Sir  DONALD  CURRIE  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate,  in  reference  to  the 
heavy  expenses  charged  by  returning 
officers  at  the  last  General  Election  in 
Scotland,  Whether  he  will  introduce  a 
Bill  to  establish  a  6zed  scale  of  fees  and 
charges  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  :  Yes,  Sir ;  we  do  propose  to 
introduce  a  Bill  on  this  subject. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Do  you  propose 
to  extend  the  Bill  to  the  three  countries  ? 

[No  reply.] 

ALLOTMENTS  AND  S3ULL  HOLDINGS— 
AGRICULTURAL  LABOURERS. 

SiB  JOHN  LUBBOCK  asked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
Whether  he  would  add  to  the  Return 
which  he  proposed  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  showing  the  num- 
ber of  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings, 
a  column  showing  the  total  number  of 
Agricultural  Labourers  ? 

Tub  CHANCELLOR  of  the  DUCHY 
(Mr.  Heiteaoe)  :  I  shall  be  verr  glad  to 
add  a  column  showing  the  totu  number 
of  agricultural  labourers,  to  the  Allot- 
ments and  Small  Holdings  Return  al- 
ready promised,  so  far  as  Uie  Census 
Betums  of  the  Registrar  Oeneral  of  1 88 1 

i£r.  2%omai  Bkke 


will  furnish  the  information  required  by 
my  hon.  Friend. 

POST  OFFICE— COLONIAL  POST 
CARDS. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasuty,  Has  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral  any  objection  to 
open  up  communication  with  the  Aus- 
tralasian Oovemments,  with  the  view  of 
establishing  a  system  of  penny  postcards 
between  England  and  these  Colonies  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Henby  H.  Fowlbb)  :  There 
is  a  financial  objection  to  the  proposal 
of  the  hon.  Member,  which  womd  affect 
not  only  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  but 
also  the  Australian  Colonies;  and, 
haying  regard  to  the  serious  loss  already 
sustained  by  that  Postal  Senrioe,  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral  is  not  prepared  to 
take  up  the  subject  under  present  cir- 
cum  stances. 

SOUTH  AFRICA-THB  TfiANSVAAL. 

Mb.  ElMBER  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whe- 
ther it  is  the  fact  that  Transvaal  pro- 
duce, including  tobacco,  is  allowed  to 
enter  Natal  by  land  free  of  Duty,  al- 
though tobacco  and  other  imports  enter- 
ing the  Transvaal  from  Natal  are  sub- 
jected to  heavy  import  Duties,  and  how 
this  is  reconcilable  with  Article  IS  of 
the  Conrention  with  the  Transvaal  or 
South  African  Republic  of  February 
1884,  which  provides,  among  other 
things,  that — 

*'  The  lame  treatment  ahall  be  given  to  any 
article  coming  to  Great  Britain  from  the  Souta 
African  Republic  as  to  the  like  article  coming 
from  any  otner  place  or  country,'* 

tobacco  being  an  article  liable  to  Duty  both 
in  Great  Britain  and  in  Natal ;  whether 
the  influx  of  Transvaal  tobaooo  under  pro- 
tection into  Natal,  which  is  thus  unpro- 
tected, is  causing  very  serious  losses 
among  the  tobacco  growers  and  mana- 
facturers  of  Natal,  and  causing  discon- 
tinuance of  its  cultivation ;  whether  a 
British  officer  has  been  appointed,  under 
Article  3  of  that  Convention,  to  resida 
in  the  Bepublic  and  discharge  consular 
functions ;  and,  whether  any  and  what 
efforts  were  made,  on  the  occasion  of 
that  Convention  taking  the  place  of 
British  suzerainty,  to  secure  reoiprocal 
free  trade  between  the  Transvaal  and 
the  adjoining  Crown  Colony  of  Natal, 
or  have  been  made  since  ? 
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TiiK  UNDER  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
O^DoftKB  MoKOAK) :  It  it  th«  fact  thftt 
Trail 4Ta«l  pnxluco,  includtn|(  tohaccn, 
H  allowocl  u>  ent^r  Natal  ^whirh  haa 
no  inland  Custom  IIou4e«i;  bj  land,  freo 
of  duty,  and  that  tobacco  and  uthar 
import*  ont4*nng  tha  Transvaal  fn>m 
Niitnl  aro  tubjtxtcd  t->  heavy  im* 
p>rt  dtttioA ;  but  I  am  unabU  to  mh> 
what  l»oarin(^  Artido  13  of  the*  ConTcn* 
tion  of  I»ndnQ  haa  upon  tho  nuo«tion, 
a«  it  14  onW  th«  u»ual  **  M«)»t  FaToiired 
Nation  *'  (*Iau«o,  and  men*!?  Atipulatos 
that  no  ditTor<^ntial  dutitia  •hall  ba  im- 
pOMNl  bT  tho  Trantraal  against  ai1irlt*ji 
cominfc  **  fr«nn  any  part  of  llor  llajeiity*H 
liominion*.**  I  hara  not  heard  that 
the  influx  of  Tran«vaal  tobacco  it  causing 
l<>«iM>t  amon^  tobncro  g^^iwcrt  and  manu- 
farturom  in  Natal.  No  tti(;c<'Mion  of 
tho  kind  lia«  l»fH>ii  made  by  tha  Natal 
Govemmont.  The  t  roronini«'nt  d<<cided, 
in  ari<t>rlfincn  with  tho  deaira  of  tho 
^^nlth  African  Brpublic,  to  appoint  a 
Convular  oilircr  at  Pr(*t'>nn,  and  the 
aalary  wa«  placMnl  on  the  Entiinatr*  for 
1Hh,s.6,  Sir  llerrub*^  Robinaon.  how- 
eror,  haTinfC  r««i»eatedljr  declared  that 
ttioh  an  app4»intmf>nt  wat  unneceatarr. 
the  (lovemiuent  hare  dccidt^l  not  to  fill 
it  up  at  pn*M»tjt ;  loit  th<*  Knlary  for  tuch 
an  o!fir«*r  hii«  Afc^ii^  been  plaixnl  on  tho 
Ym  ttiatet  for  l*«Hf»-7,  in  oa««  it  thould 
)»e  thought  d**>irable  to  n-contider  the  j 
matter.  No  M«*pt  hnvfi  b«*4n  taki-n  to 
%.>/«ur«*  th«*  pa<^«age  of  fff>odt  duty  fr«H» 
fri>m  Natal  into  tha  Trtntvaal,  Her  j 
MMj<*«tv*t  (iovfimmenl  believing  that 
any  »uch  attempt  would,  for  reaaona 
%ihi<h  it  it  imp<'«Mble  f(»r  ute  to  atata 
within  thu  limittof  an  antwertoaQuta* 
tion,  bo  inevpodieni  in  Iho  intareata  of 
that  (Vlony. 

MU   ltUAM«.vr<.H. 

Mr.  NOIUUS  a^ked  Mr.  Attom-y 
(toniTJil.  If  he  ran  gire  any  information  - 
to  the  liouM*  at  to  what  priicr«Mlini;t  an* 
or  will  l»e  takon  in  tha  I^w  ('v»urtt  on 
the  question  of  tho  |r^.Uity  of  the  junit.r 
M«*nibrr  for  N<irthanipton  nittiDg  and 
Vi'tit.g  in  thio  Iloiift«%  and  to  ttate  when  . 
a  •!•<  «:on  i*  likflv  to  )n«  amv-od  at  t 

I  Ml.  ATloRNKY  (fKNllUAL  (Mr. 
(^1  I1.M4  Rr««i  M.,  The Qih  »ti<>n  of  tht* 
hon.  Monil»er  only  appeared  in  tho  ra{M»r 
till*  n«'rainff.  1  preaome  it  it  intended 
to  rt'lata  to  the  tittiaf  and  voting  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  NorthaoiptoB  ia  tha ' 


praaant  Parliament.  If  I  am  right  ia 
that  tupno%ition,  I  thf»uld  be  much 
obliged  if  tha  hon.  Member  would 
repeat  hit  Quettion  thit  day  week,  in 
ordor  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  con* 
aolting  the  Oovamment 

I-iKAL  T.^XATION  ttETt^UKS 

sroTLAXn . 

Ma.  URrCE  a-kod  the  SecreUry  for 
Scotland,  Whether,  in  %iew  of  tha  in* 
tondod  refiinut  in  I>>Kal  Government,  ha 
will  diro^t  hi*  attention  to  remedying 
tho  drft-r  tA  in  form  and  completrno^t  of 
tho  annual  L^al  Taiation  Returot  for 
Scotland,  and  etiMt-ially  take  care  that 
thcso  U*  lumt  aoall  lioreaftor  give  a 
c«>mplete  ttatoment  of  all  Imal  I<>antf 

i*itK  SKCRKrARY  ton  SCOTLAND 
vMr.  TaEVKLYAN):  I  am  much  obligid 
to  my  hon.  Friend  for  calling  my  attan* 
tion  to  what  he  r«*j^rdt  aa  dofectt  in  tha 
L  'cal  Taxation  Return^  and  I  at  onca 
corrr4ponde<l  with  tho  lioard  of  8uper* 
virion  on  tho  tubject  I  cordially  agn*o 
in  tha  immente  important  e  of  having 
loan*  and  ri*|iaymenta  moat  dearly 
ttated. 

urui.vL  tJKorxiKH  mu*. 

Mtt.  SIIIRLKY  atked  the  Tnder  Sa- 
cretory  of  State  for  the  (^uhitiiea.  Whe- 
ther, when  the  (iotemmeut  intruduco 
thoir  Ihirial  Orouudt  Rill,  thoy  will 
in«ert  a  c*lauta  authoriting  (Vtnetery 
<  ommi««itonart  to  purchat««  additii>aal 
ground  and  enlarge  their  cemcteriea  ia 
cataa  whara  at  preaent  they  ara  not  em« 
powered  to  do  to,  and  aanctioning  their 
action  where  they  have  oxceaded  thair 
powcrt  in  enlarging  their  ground  ? 

Tna  TNDER  SElUtETARY  ,Mr. 
0«iw)ttxK  Mokoxy)  :  The  Burial  Groundt 
Bill,  which  I  hope  to  introduca  to-night. 
Ilka  tha  Rill  which  I  introduced  la -t 
year,  whith  it  will  ilotely  reeemble, 
di*alt  only  with  reiiKH'Ut  tervicea  at 
Kiirialt  and  niatt«r«  uuidental  thereto. 
Such  a  danta  aa  that  tuggc«t«*d  in  the 
Uu«*«ti<-n  would,  in  my  opinion,  bo  be* 
\ond  the  tr<)|ta  of  the  propoted  Rill; 
though,  no  doubt*  it  might  properly 
f«>rm  a  part  of  a  general  mi-aanra  for  tha 
(■•int«!idatton  and  amendment  of  tha 
( Vmeteriea  Acta.  If,  however,  tha  hoo. 
Meml>er,  whon  ha  t4'ea  tha  RUI,  would 
dralt  tui  h  a  clause  and  put  it  down  at 
an  Aaoodment  to  the  BtU,  1  ahoold  bo 
very  happy  to  ivotidar  it. 
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LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (SCOTLAND) -MR. 
RENTON,  PROCURATOR  FISCAL  FOR 
EAST  FIFE, 

Mr.  BOYD-KINNEAE  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate,  Whether  Mr.  Eenton 
has  accepted  the  appointment  of  Frocu- 
rator  Fiscal  of  the  Eastern  Division  of 
Fife ;  and,  if  so,  when  he  will  enter  on 
the  duties  of  the  office  which  have  now 
for  a  year  been  performed  by  deputy ; 
and,  what  steps  Goyernment  is  taking  in 
the  matter? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  :  Mr.  Benton  has  intimated 
that  he  will  accept  the  office,  under  the 
conditions  which  I  previously  mentioned. 
Such  conditions  should,  however,  enter 
the  commission  of  the  Fiscal,  which  is 
granted  by  the  Sheriff.  At  present  the 
office  of  Sheriff  of  Fife  is  vacant,  but  it 
will  shortly  be  filled,  and  then  the  matter 
will,  no  doubt,  be  completed  without 
delay. 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS- 
SECRECY  OF  THE  BALLOT. 

Mr.  EVEBETT  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether,  in  view  of  what  has  happened 
in  the  scrutiny  connected  with  the  Step- 
ney Election,  he  will  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  proposing,  at  an  early  day, 
such  an  amenament  of  the  Law  as  will 
in  future  prevent  the  secrecy  of  the 
Ballot  from  being  infringed  ? 

The  SECBETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childers^  :  In  reply  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, I  can  only  say  that  I  know  nothing 
of  the  proceedings  at  the  Stepney  Elec- 
tion Scrutiny,  except  from  a  newspaper 
report,  and  I  am  not  aware  in  what 
manner  the  secrecy  of  the  Ballot  was 
infringed.  If  I  should  receivean  official 
Beport  of  the  proceedings,  I  will  con- 
sider, with  the  Law  Officers,  whether  it 
discloses  anything  demanding  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Ballot  Act. 

THE  IRISH   LAND   COMMISSION  (SUB- 

COMmSSIONERS)-SITTINGa  IK 

KERRY. 

Mb.  EDWABD  HARBINGTON 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Why  the  Land 
Court  Sub-Commissioners  have  not  sat 
in  Tralee  for  the  past  half-year  to 
hear  applicationB  for  the  fixing  of  fair 
rents? 


The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
John  Mori^ey),  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
Sub-Commission  sat  in  Tralee  four 
months  ago,  and  the  number  of  oases 
pending  for  the  County  Kerry  was  97. 

TRADE  AND    COMMERCE  —  SUBSIDIES 
BY  FOREIGN  NATIONS. 

Mr.  KIMBER  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  practice  of  certain  Foreign 
Governments  of  subsidising  artides  of 
commerce  produced  and  manufactured 
in  their  countries,  and  competing  with 
British  manufacturers  in  British  mar- 
kets, is  in  accordance  with,  or  a  viola- 
tion of.  Free  Trade  principles,  and  unfair 
between  friendly  nations ;  whether  any, 
and  what,  endeavours  are  being  made 
by  the  Foreign  Office  to  get  such  prac- 
tice abolish^;  and,  whether,  failing 
such  endeavours,  the  Government  are 
willing  to  try  the  effect  of  an  intimation 
that,  if  such  subsidies  are  persisted  in, 
a  fine  or  duty  equal  to  the  subsidy  will 
be  imposed  on  any  such  goods  entering 
British  ports,  in  order  that  foreigners 
shall  only  compete  in  British  markets 
under  fair  and  natural  economic  con- 
ditions ? 

Thjs  under  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
Bbtce)  :  If  I  rightly  gather  the  purport 
of  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question,  he  invites  me  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  upon  the  commercial  policy  of 
foreign  countries  with  regard  to  boun- 
ties ;  but,  as  this  does  not  come  either 
within  the  sphere  of  my  own  duties,  or 
within  the  province  of  a  Question  in  this 
House,  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to 
comply  with  his  request.  In  reply  to 
the  second  part  of  the  Question,  I  may 
state  that  any  action  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  discontinuance  of  bounties 
by  Foreigpi  Governments  in  the  case  of 
goods  exported  to  British  markets  would 
be  taken  by  the  Foreign  Office  at  the 
instance  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  to  that  Department  that  his 
Question  should  be  addressed.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  constantly 
declared,  and  given  effect  in  praotioe  to 
their  opinion,  that  the  princtplee  of  Free 
Trade  are  beneficial  to  any  and  every 
country;  but  they  ooneeive  that  thej 
would  injure  and  not  forward  such 
principles  by  entering  uDon  a  war  of 
tarifb ;  and  they  cannot,  therefore,  hold 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  any  proqwol  of 
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their  trytnif  tho  effect  of  tho  tntiuuttioD '  th«ro  it  no  Amln  on  tlio  part  of  tho 
which  ho  suggest*.  l\M  OlHro  tc>  iDt4«rforo  with  tho  loi^iti- 

,  matf«  cmploMiioot  hy  xUo i\AU'U<^  outho* 
PITDMC     PARKS     AND     UKi*RRATI(»N    riti<*s  of  mVMong«rs   U>  carrj   privato 
<ili(>rNIiS-rt*BUr  PABK  AT  ,  uoti«,  to  lung  a«  tho  pruridoot  of  that 

nrLWIClI.  j  Act  on*  nut  iafriofcdd- 

Mm.  BArMANX  tn^ctl  tho  Chairman      .  .„. 

of  tho  Motr..H»tnn  lioonl  of  Works  .  ^'^'^^^-  '^^'^  oriU^uK  lUELAND  - 
\Vhoth.r.ny  thing  i.heinKdonobT  tho-  i"'VM,m:i>  i  AlIXK  TIIK  oiUK 
«<.Anl  townnli  laying  out  th.»  •orinty.  ■  •'^^^•AM  PAc  KKF  coMrANV. 
throo  arret  of  ground  which  wan  granted  ,  Hn-  MACAUTNKY  a^k^l  tho  (^hi^f 
li<(t  Augtiiit  hy  tho  K<»tati^  Oovornor4  of  S4H<n>(ary  to  tho  Lord  lioot4»nant  of 
Dulwicb  (%ill«»gf»  for  a  pnhlic  park  ;  and.  In^Iand.  Wht«thorhit  attootion  haa  born 
whothar  tho  Hoard  will  ond<*avour  to  do  ,  caH<Hi  to  tho  following  atatomont  in  TA0 
ovor}thing  in  ita  powor  to  hiirrx  forward  Ftftrntn's  Jourmsl  of  let  llaroh  18H6  :^ 
•o  dwiraMo  n  puMic  work,  which  would  I  ..  ^m.  »u-S  no  .tipuUt.  n  it  m.  1.  tn  tha 
givo  rniplovmont  to  •o  in^nr  lahouri'm?    »trr.*n.  ni  »'..ii  U.%.  ti-1  .-ntK  tn  honour* 

Sir  JAMK^  MmkVHKL-IKXiO  :  In  '  «' :•  ui.lrruii(.,(  hu  U^q  ci^a  to  tk^^cApIa 
ri»plj  to  tho  hon.  Momh«>r,  I  hog  to  in-     **•  »••"»  **»»  H  th«r  rr««iU  m  hijchlr  mIuUc 
form  him  that,  although  tho  Act  of  Par-    ^•'>-    '!;'  ^'  '?""*  ?  T'h.  '**V  '*''  ^"'V  'Vi'  * 
Immont  na«sod   la^t  >cn!»ion    r^U*d  to    s..rani  Packet  r..mj.inv  .  *• 
tho  l\  lani  abo!it  72  acrot  of  land  to  bo  j  1     *  n      .  *  «    1 

nnpropriatrd  a*  a  public  park,  arrange  J"^  V*  ^  f:>"«»«g  •tatomont  mad 0  by 
nionu  havo  to  bo  mado  to  ac'iuiro  tho  ,  *i^/**h«»  ^^  '""^''^^  r^:  ».*  *  mooluig 
intorost^  of  tho  tonanU  and  o<Tupior«  of  "'  l»»«  \oltlo  Trade  A*-*  MTiatioD.  and  ro- 
tho  land  boforo  powo^sion  ran  bo  taken.  !  P^"^*^***  »»  ^*»»  ••»•  P*P««'  •  - 
It  hat  al«o  }H>on  found  nccoMiar}'  to'  **I^t  a»  •««  mhat  «t«  h««<«  ir*inf>4.  Piral, 
apply  to  rarhamont  for  powort  t  )'Mop  '  «>»"  w^**"  W»»  »!•»«  '<*r  whi.  h  wo  htv#  cm* 
up  certain  public  and  priviit^  wa^A  \;'M;  "V'lV'/^v  *'  /"  'J'  ^'^^  ''^"•"' 
n*n.«.i  tho  Inndt  to  !>o  dov»tt- 1  to  tho  .  ^  n-rr..  I.  lU  P-rt  .f  * -rk  it  M  -  kM 
park,  in  ordfr  to  o!»tiin  n'lthority  to  ,  «ir«i„«t  tho  €i|¥<rtatiia  »f  cAtU«  •iis«4  or  »41 
proTont  tho  p  ibii«'  going  iQt4>  tho  i>irk    ''-r  rroi;" 

jluing   the  lato    houra   of  tho    niKht.  j  ^j    whothrr  tho   tJoTommont   intend 
i  h.il    It   bo.ng   dono  by  tho    Boanl  .    ^^j^j  ^^        ^ ,  ^„f,„^  ,  „„  t ornmon 

>nr,.m,   iWora   Hill   of   tbia   ><^»i'>n.  .  ^.^^,^,  ^,-;,,i„^  ^^,„„  ,,,^,  Port  of  (\.rk 
No  inimM.,*«ry  d.lay  hat  takon  pla<^v    th^i^^^i  obli^^ition  of  rarrjingall  cattio 


or  niil  tako  pIn*o.  in  carrying  out  tho 
iLti  ntinnt  of  Parliamout  to  proWdo  a 
park. 

p  i<r  OKFirK-THB  fXIVEKSlTIKS 

Sia  JOHN  U.  MOWHUAY  f .  r  Mr. 
I»\iKi«  o*V<**i  tho  S«<r«*tarr  to  th<* 
Tri'i^uiv.  If  ho  can  notr  »*.ito  tho  tta- 


doIlTorod  to  them  for  carriago  in  tho 
(H>urto  of  thoir  trade,  and  to  prevent 
tuch  carrtort  from  being  provootod 
from  porforming  thtt  duty  by  intimi- 
dation ? 

Ma.  0*11  HA  aak<Ni.  whether  it  would 
not  bo  entirely  unu«ual  and  unpreco* 
di'Qt^d  to  attompt  t>  tuper%«*do  tho 
tut^ry  pruii*ii«>n«  of  any  Act  or  At 't  of  1  (^lmroon  Law  with  rrg^rd  to  c«imm'>n 
I'arl.ttiiont   rolttnl   u|>*»n    br   tho    Po«t  1  <*orrtots  f 

<»r!....  Auth  i;M-t  to  1  i.tify'tht-ir  int-r-  TiiK('IIIEKsK<^Ri:rAUY  Mr.  J.Mit 
fi*r«-n'0  with  the  empioymont  nf  r  lil*  !»•«  •  Moai».^  :  I  think  it  w<iuM.  I  am  n>t 
ii.<  «*Migert  by  tho  c  •llegoa  at  Oxford  am  are  that  tho  ond«*rttking  ri  fc^rr*-*!  to 
and  t*jimbridge  to  d<-lt¥or  prirato  ootet  •  hat  br«n  given  which  it  mentioned  in  tho 
in  tlio  totrn  from  nombi*rt  of  tho%e  !  ««rtind  paragraph  of  the  Uuo«tion.  Tho 
(••lit  ge«  ?  I  o)»ligationi«  of  cituruon  <  arriert  are  part 

Tilt:  >KrRETARY  Ti»  ma  TREA-  1  of  the  law  of  tho  land.  enfon«ablo  br 
M'RY  ^Mr.  HixRY  II.  Fomtia):  Th«  all  thoto  who  aoffer  fn>m  a  broach  of 
ttAtute  in  <)uettion  ia  1  Va  f.  c.  33.  I  them,  and  it  it  no  part  of  tho  duty  of 
may  tay  that  there  it  every  reaton  to  tho  tiovemmont  to  take  any  tpecial  ac- 
botiovo  that  the  arrangomont  referred  -  tion  in  that  matter.  In  any  proved  cato 
to  io  my  anawer  of  tho  2<Sih  ultimo  will  of  intimidation  tho  Oovemment  will,  of 
work  aatiafactorily,  aad  I  may  add  that  \  conrao,  enforro  tho  law. 
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THE  PHOENIX  PARK.  DUBLIN. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  Whether,  as  it  is 
admitted  that  nearly  one-fourth  of  the 
area  of  the  Phoonix  Park,  Dublin,  has 
been  withdrawn  from  public  use  and  is 
enclosed  for  official  purposes,  he  will 
suspend  further  expenditure  on  the  pro- 
posed barracks  for  married  policemen 
now  about  to  be  erected  therein,  pend- 
ing the  sanction  of  this  House,  and 
give  orders  that  the  hewing  down  of 
trees  to  make  room  for  it  be  meantime 
stopped ;  also,  can  he  give  the  name  of 
the  official  responsible  for  the  proposed 
encroachment  ? 

Oaptaiit  M*0ALM0NT  also  asked 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  whether  the  entire 
acreage  of  the  following  London  parks : 
— St.  James's,  Green  Park,  Hyde  Park, 
and  Kensington  Gardens,  Victoria,  Re- 
gent's, Battersea,  and  Greenwich  Parks 
— was  only  slightly  in  excess  of  that  of 
the  Phoenix  Park ;  and,  whether,  in  his 
opinion,  considering  the  vast  difference 
in  the  population  of  the  two  cities,  an 
area  of  1,339  acres,  available  for  all 
purposes  in  the  PhoDnix  Park,  did  not 
afford  ample  scope  for  the  enjoyment  of 
those  who  neither  cared  to  take  part 
in,  or  look  on  at  games  of  polo  and 
cricket  ? 

Thb  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  :  The 
Viceregal  demesne  and  other  enclosures 
in  the  Phoenix  Park  occupied  for  public 
purposes,  and  containing  in  all  979 
acres,  have  been  enclosed  since  the 
Park  was  purchased  by  the  Crown  in 
the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  and, 
though  within  the  Park  boundary,  there 
are  no  records  showing  that  the  public 
had  access  to  them  at  any  time.  It  is, 
therefore,  scarcely  correct  to  say  that 
they  have  been  withdrawn  from  public 
use.  The  other  enclosures,  including 
the  19  acres  of  the  Zoological  Gardens, 
to  which  the  public  are  admitted  on 
payment,  cover  in  all  34  acres.  The 
proposed  married  constables'  quarters 
will  cover  only  an  acre  and  a-half,  thus 
leaving  more  than  1,330  acres  open  to 
the  public.  No  more  trees  will  require 
to  be  felled.  As  regards  the  suspension 
of  building  operations,  I  have  to  state 
that  a  contract  has  been  entered  into 
for  building  the  barracks,  and  the  pre- 
paration ox  the  foundations  has  been 
proceeded  with.    The  necessity  for  the 


barracks  was  urged  by  the  Constabulary 
Department  and  admitted  by  the  Irish 
Government ;  and  as  there  was  no  other 
site  available,  the  Treasury,  on  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Board  of  Works, 
agreed  to  the  appropriation  of  this  space 
of  an  acre  and  a-half  for  the  purpose. 
In  reply  to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  East  Antrim,  of 
which  he  has  given  me  private  Notice, 
I  have  to  state  that  the  total  acreage  of 
the  London  Parks  he  mentions  is  1,702 
acres,  the  Phoenix  Park  containing  alto- 
gether 1,762  acres,  of  which,  as  I  have 
said,  more  than  1,330  acree  are  open 
to  the  public.  The  second  part  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member's  Question  is 
rather  matter  of  argument. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  WUl  the  hon. 
Gentleman  state  whether,  before  pro- 
ceeding with  the  work,  he  will  await 
the  opportunity  being  given  for  discuss- 
ing the  question,  and  affording  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  expressing  an 
opinion  on  it  ? 

Mb.  henry  H.  FOWLER:  That 
i«  a  very  proper  Question,  and  I  shall 
make  inquiry ;  and  if  no  serious  public 
injury  is  done,  the  work  will  be  sus- 
pended until  the  Vote  for  the  purpose 
comes  before  the  House. 

EayPT— THE  SHEIKH  OF  GEMAI. 

Mb.  DILLON  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  following  paragraph  in  Egypt  (No. 
2)  Inclosure,  in  No.  144  : — 

"  Obstacles  have  been  found  on  the  Bail  way 
between  Haifa  and  Qemai,  placed  there  an- 
doubtedly  by  the  villagers.  .  .  .  The  Sheik  of 
Gemai  was  accordingly  punished ;  ** 

whether  he  can  inform  the  House  what 
punishment  was  inflicted  on  this  man ; 
and,  whether  the  man  had  any  kind  of 
trial? 

The  UNDER  BECRET.VRT  (Mr. 
Bryce)  :  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  reply 
as  fully  as  I  could  have  wished  to  tho 
hon.  MeQiber*s  Question ;  but  I  am  in- 
formed that  General  Orenfell  issued 
several  Proclamations  through  the  Khe- 
dive's agents  warning  tho  Sheikhs  of 
the  villages  against  interrupting  our 
railway  communication.  In  spite  of 
these  warnings  the  traffic  was  fre- 
quently interrupted  and  lives  endangered 
by  obstacles  being  placed  on  the  line 
with  a  view  to  upsetting  the  tratas.  An 
officer  with  an  armed  party  was  even- 
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tiuUy  dMpfttrhed  to  trac«  tho  oriffin  of 
thfft^  tnt«>rniptioni,  and  founa  tho 
flhi^ikh  of  Goiiiai  to  be  ro4p<»ntiblo. 
IIo  WM  an-ordiDgly  brought  liaok  to 
Haifa  iioder  escort,  and  oaTtng  b««n 
put  under  •up4>nri»ion  for  teToral  dajt 
ho  wa*  crantuallj  n«KMv»d.  No  further 
interruption  of  traffic  orcurrtHl. 

NAVY  KXPKNMTrnK. 

Uk.  PKAUCK  aiikcKl  tho  S^roUry  to 
thf"  Ailmiralty,  Whether  he  will  grmui  a 
Hot  urn  ehowiiig  the  Bret  ccwt  of  tli<> 
armoured,  unarmoun^d,  protected,  and 
|>arttaUj  prot«*ct<Hl  ehipeof  the  Narj,  tho 
amount  ep<*nton  repain»,  alteratiunis  and 
niiiintt>nanoe»  and  the  cf^timated  present 
Taluo  ? 

Tiir.  8K(^RETARY  to  tiik  ADML 
RALTY  (Mr.  HinHiai'  :  I  regret  that 
I  am  unable  to  grant  tho  Hetum  a^ki^d 
for  by  tho  hon.  MemlM*r  for  Goran.  Such 
a  U«<tum  would  not  onljr  be  a  very  diffi- 
cult and  a  Tory  Toluminoue  one  to  pro* 
pare ;  but,  when  oomplete,  it  would  be 
fiftble  to  mi^load,  owing  to  tht*  varioue 
c«>nditiona  under  which,  from  time  to 
tim<*,  the  repairs  <»f  H«*r  MajoAty*e  ships 
hftve  b«N>n  cirried  out,  and  tho  ctitense 
nH*ord«*4l  at  tho  Admiralty.  It  would  also 
be  impos^iM**  t->  ^ifo  any  rvliablt»  in  for* 
nistton  as  to  tho  "estimated  present 
Taluo  **  of  the  ships  referred  to  in  the 
hon.  Memb«*r*i«  Qucetion. 

II a.  PFIAHCK :  In  (nmiuH^uenc**  of  tho 
an«wor  of  the  h(»u  ttoiitlcuian,  I  \»**g  to 
give  Nutico  that  1  will  call  attention  to 
tho  want  of  this  information  on  gi>ing 
into  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  Naval 
Kstimat««s,  and  move  a  K«*eoluttoa. 

( oMMlSMONKKH  OF  N.\TI(>SAL  KDl** 
rATIoX  v(HKiaNI>>-APrt»INTMEKT 
OF  HKAD  INHIT.rroltS. 

Ifa.  LKWIS  ••kM  the  Chief  S^r^ 
tnrr  to  th<»  L'  rl  Lit^utcnAnt  of  Irrlsud, 
If  hi4i  ettcntiim  has  hvm  dirrctiKl  to  n 
landing  ttiiido  in  74#  H'ntmft  newspap«T 
of  tho  /i»h  Febniary.  the  lielfsM  organ 
of  tho  Iri^h  Pn  •*»vterisn  Church.  ho«d«  d 
**  (^hsn^*^   in   the   National  Kilucation 
(>ffic<\  lhi>)in,"  charging  tho  National  | 
U  >nrtl  with  « i'>lu*ing  tho  practico  hitherto 
o>Mierv«Hl  of  maintaining  tho  denomina*  . 
tional    balance   between    Presbyterians 
and    Kpiacorialiaas  in  appointments  to  ' 
the  office  oi  head  inspectors,  and  with  ' 
ap|iotnting  tho  eon  of  tho  Ki-BecreUrj  ■ 
to  the  B>anl,  now  a  member,  a  tmy  j 


junior  district  inspector,  to  the  position 
of  head  inspector,  passing  oTer  fourtoon 
district  inspectors  of  long  and  effi<ic*nt 
serrici* ;  whether  such  chargea  are  well 
founded ;  if  tho  gentleman  now  put  over 
the  heads  of  so  many  of  his  seniora  ob* 
tainod  his  original  appointment  aa  dis« 
trict  in«p«*ctor,  without  haring  been 
r<H|uir«'d  to  undergo  the  com|>ctitiTO 
oxamination  by  which  all  insr>«*-tors  for 
a  lengthened  period  mceived  their  ap* 
pointments ;  and,  whether  such  appiiint* 
inont  was  mado  whon  only  three  Com* 
mi^ioner^  wore  pre»«*nt.  and  in  tptto  of 
the  prot*'«t  of  one  of  the  three  ? 

TiitCHIKFSI-rHETAUY  MrJoiisr 
Mf^RLCY  :  The  Commissionera  of  Na- 
tional Kducatioa  inform  me  that  thoy 
hare  recontly  promoted  Mr.  Newell,  a  eon 
of  their  ex -Secretary,  to  the  post  of  Heed 
Insi>ector.  Mr.  Newell  is  stated  to  be  a 
rery  ablo  and  meritorious  officer.  Tho 
post  which  bo  now  611s  is  a  rery  im« 
portant  ono,  and  it  has  never  been  tho 
practico  t>  make  appointments  t)  it 
eolely  or  mainly  on  the  basis  of  soniority. 
Therommissiooers  hare  nor er  recognised 
or  fane  tioD<*d  any  such  practii^e  or  under* 
standing  ss  is  implietl  in  the  newspsjter 
arti<-I«*  referred  to  by  tho  hon.  Moml>er. 
On  tho  contrary,  when  auch  a  practico 
was  suggesto<l  in  1^76  they  distinctly 
dec  lined  to  adopt  it.  As  a  matter  of  (act, 
I  believe  Ur.  No  well  fills  a  poet  vacated 
br  a  member  of  the  same  Church  at 
himself.  Tho  cirrumstancf*s  of  Mr. 
Neweirs  original  appointment  aa  la* 
«pof  tor  were  exrepMonal — though  not 
without  pro'Nslent — in  that  he  was  ap* 
point4*<l  on  the  re«ult  of  previous  eatia* 
factorv  examination  without  being  ro* 
ouired  to  undergo  a  freeh  oorapotitiott. 
Sixteen  (\)mmissionera  worn  proteat, 
and  the  appointment  was  mado  unaai* 
mously. 

EVICTIONS   lKKI*.iN*h^-EMrU>YIIK\T 

OF  MILITAUY  FoKfK-S-RETfRX 

F<»R    J«M*.V 

Mr  LKWI8  a«ked  tho  Chiof  g.-  nu 
tary  to  the  I>ird  I«i<Mitenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  he  will,  on  the  part  of  the  Cio* 
vemment,  lay  upon  the  Table  at  an  early 
day  a  Return  of  the  number  of  cssoe 
in  which,  during  tho  last  two  years  MHl 
and  1«H5,  tho  Military  Forces  of  tho 
Crown  havo  beea  employed  in  farrrinff 
out  evictions  of  tonante  of  land  or  land 
and  hoasee«  distinguishing  each  eoaaty 
and  ptoviaoo  ia  Ireland  T 
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Mr.  DILLON  asked,  if  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  would  also  include  in 
the  Betum  the  numher  of  armed  po- 
lice who  had  been  employed  on  similar 
duty? 

The  chief  SECRETABY  (Mr.  John 
Morley),  in  reply,  said,  if  the  Beturn 
asked  for  were  moved  in  the  ordinary 
way,  there  would  be  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  tho  Government  to  granting  it. 
When  that  Beturn  was  moved  for,  then 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  could 
propose  that  it  should  include  the  num- 
ber of  armed  police. 

WOOLWICH  ARSENAL— DISCHARGE 
OF  WORKMEN. 

Mr.  HOWELL  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether,  in  addition  to 
the  800  men  which  it  is  alleged  are  to 
be  discharged  from  the  Small  Arms 
Factory  at  Enfield,  it  is  true  that  a  large 
number  of  men,  numbering,  it  is  asserted, 
5,000  persons,  are  to  be  discharged  from 
Woolwich  Arsenal;  and,  if  so,  if  he 
would  consider  whether,  in  the  existing 
condition  of  trade,  it  is  desirable  that  so 
large  a  number  of  men  should  be  thrown 
upon  the  labour  market,  and  also  if 
some  arrangement  could  be  made,  by  a 
reduction  of  the  working  hours  or  other- 
wise, to  render  unnecessary  such  dis- 
charge of  workmen  at  the  present  time  ? 

Viscount  FOLKESTONE  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether,  at 
this  period  of  distress  from  want  of  em- 
ployment, it  is  in  contemplation  to  reduce 
the  number  of  employes  at  the  Boyal 
Small  Arms  Factory  at  Enfield ;  and,  if 
80,  by  how  many  ? 

Mb.  HANBURT  asked,  whether  the 
men  about  to  be  dismissed  were  specially 
engaged  to  push  on  the  manufacture  of 
the  additional  Martini  rifles  necessary 
for  the  supply  of  the  Hegular  and 
Volunteer  Forces ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  supply  of  Martinis  was  now  such  as 
to  require  the  dismissal  of  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  workmen  at  a  time  like  tho 
present  of  widespread  distress  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Campbell  -  Bankxrman)  :  Perhaps  the 
noble  Viscount  will  kindly  give  me 
Notice  of  that  part  of  his  Question  which 
relates  to  my  answer  last  Friday.  I 
have  to  thank  him  and  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Howell)  for  postponing  their  Ques- 
tions in  order  to  suit  my  convenience 
from  Tuesday  last.  Both  aa  regards 
Enfield  and  Woolwich,  the  Estimates 


for  the  next  financial  year  will  not  pro* 
vide  for  the  maintenance  throughout  the 
year  of  that  high -pressure  rate  of  pro- 
duction in  the  manufacturing  depart- 
ments which  has  prevailed  for  some 
months ;  and,  therefore,  there  will  be  in 
some  of  them  a  reduction  in  the  numbers 
of  workmen.  The  precise  numbers  to 
be  reduced  cannot  be  accurately  stated 
at  present;  but  every  endeavour  will  be 
made  to  effect  the  reductions  gradually, 
so  as  to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  the 
unavoidable  inconvenience.  In  reply  to 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
l^eston  (Mr.  Hanbury),  I  have  to  say 
that  I  shall  be  prepared,  on  the  Esti- 
mates, to  explain  the  g^unds  upon 
which  it  has  been  decided  somewhat  to 
diminish  the  rate  of  manufacture  at 
Enfield.  It  would  be  unusual  to  enter 
into  details  in  answer  to  a  Question. 

Viscount  FOLKESTONE :  I  will  ask 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  to-morrow, 
whether  the  reserve  of  small  arms  at 
Enfield  is  not  now  100,000,  or  about 
600,000  less  than  iA  supposed  to  be  re- 
quired ;  also,  whether  the  re-arming  of 
the  Forces  at  home  and  in  India,  ar- 
ranged by  the  late  Government,  baa 
been  entirely  suspended;  and,  if  so, 
what  is  the  reason  for  altering  those 
arrangements  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-B ANNERMAN  ;  I 
appeal  to  the  noble  Viscount  whether 
the  answer  I  have  just  given  does  not 
equally  apply  to  this  Question  ?  Thepo 
matters  really  arise  on  the  Estimates, 
and  there  is  a  difficulty  in  answering 
them  in  this  way. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  asked,  whether, 
in  the  forthcoming  Army  Estimates,  pro- 
vision would  be  made  for  proceeding 
with  the  defences  of  the  coaling  stations 
and  of  the  military  and  the  mercantile 
porta,  under  the  Estimates  prepared  by 
direction  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Bossendale  (the  Marquess  of  Hart- 
ington^,  and  approved  by  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CAMPBELLBANNERMAN,  in 
reply,  said,  it  would,  ho  thought,  be  un- 
usual for  him  to  anticipate  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Army  Estimates  by  a  par- 
ticular answer  to  his  right  hon.  Friond*s 
Question.  He  hoped  that  the  Estimates 
would  be  in  hon.  Members'  hands  very 
shortly.  They  would  give  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  information  he  sought. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  gave  Notice  that, 
on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  on 
the  Army  Estimates^  he  would  call  atten- 
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lion  to  Uio  aeoMnity  of  prortdinif  for  Iho 
MK!uritjr  of  this  c^ooDtrj,  aod  in  tho  iato* 
t**%tM  of  coonoiDy^fZ«iyA/#r^— iro«,  he 
meant  econom j—  for  a  coattnttoui  rzo- 
rtitioa  of  the  work^i  and  tho  manufacture 
of  the  materialu  which  were  aacertainfnl 
to  bo  required  for  tho  protection  of  our 
t*i>aUn(c  •tatiunn  abroad,  and  of  our  mer* 
can  tile  harboam  and  mtlttarr  porta. 

I»»D  RANIH)LPH  CHirUCUlLL: 
Will  the  right  hon.  <tentlemaa  Mate 
whether  the*  re<luctii»ne  which  ho  haa 
announ<  (*d  in  tho  K^timatea  of  next 
}oar  will  at  nil  intorfon*  with  the  aQp|tly 
(if   Martini- Iloorr  ritlet  to  the  Indian 

m 

Army,  whiih  haro  been  promittHl  to  the 
Indian  Uovommrnt? 

Mk.  CAMrHELL-BANNHRMAN.  in 
reply,  *^fi)d,  he  thought  that  thiawaa  al<Mi 
a  UuoMinQ  ft)r  (litcuMion  on  the  Iv%ti- 
iii.if'v,  though,  if  tho  aobl«»  lionl  garo 
N«»ti«o,  ho  nutild  not  obj«H.t  t«)  anawtT 
the  (ju«*Mion.  Tho  noble  I/>rd  mu«t 
hare  mi^lntorpretod  what  had  fallrti 
fn>m  hira  if  ho  undontood  him  to  hare 
Mtid  that  th<*re  would  be  a  reduction  in 
tho  Armr  Ketimatofl. 

rur/tx  rUU'K  aaked,  whether 
nimilar  r^duitioni  to  tho«o  mrnt|fine<l 
woro  to  b<»  madu  in  the  Itoyal  I>ock- 
yart!^  y 

TtiK  SK^RCTARY  to  m  ADML 
RALTY  Mr.  IIn.ni:kT\  in  rtply.  Mid, 
|i«»  i»i>uld  make  a  f»tAt««ment  on  tho 
yoibjt'ct  on  Monday  we^'k  on  the  Navy 
Il^ttmat*  « 

8ia  HHNRY  TYLER  aak<*d.  whether 
a  notl<e  had  be<«n  |M>«t*Hl  at  the  i^mall 
Ann*  Vi\'  torr,  announring  that  KUO  men 
Would  l>e  di«miMed  on  April  I  ? 

Ma  rAMraELL-HANNERMAN.  in 
reply,  ^ai*!,  that  he  bolioved  that  such  a 
n'>tico  had  boon  poeted. 

IMMIOUATIoX    OF    FhREKSK 

LAii^ru 

Ma.  EYELYN  anked  the  Pre^iUnt 
of  the  I>»oal  Uoremment  U>ard,  Who. 
ther,  in  view  of  the  groat  nambc»r  of  the 
unemployed  among  our  own  p«*tplo.  it  ia 
tho  intention  of  Her  Maj««ty'»  (torom* 
ment  to  introduoe  any  m<*ajiun»  for  th«* 
parpo«io  of  reetriiting  or  regulating  the 
immigration  (*f  indigent  Furoignen  into 
tht*  rnit«<«l  Kingdom  ? 

Ma.  DAWSi  lV  a*k«H],  Whether  there 
wia  any  mean«of  aM«»rtainiog,  in  r«*gard 
to  pervcma  comiog  into  this  c  >untrT. 
whether  they  wer»,  or  were  not,  Ilntith 
•ubjecta ;   aadt    whaCher    any   inqwry 


could  ba  mada  iaio  the  maaaa  they  poa* 


Tub  HECRETARY  Mr.  Jaaas  Coi^ 
t.ixo^  ,  in  reply,  aaid  ha  muaC  aak  for 
Notice  of  tha  latter  Queetion  ;  and,  with 
regard  to  tho  former,  it  waa  not  the 
intention  of  the  (foremmant 

IREL.\ND-I)EPOSITS  IN  IRISH 
BANKS. 

Ma.  HANBrRY  a-ked  the  Thief  S<*. 
crotarv  to  the  L  >rd  Lioutonant  (»f  Ire* 
land»  \Miother  tho  Annual  R««iH>rt,  first 
inMtod  in  1H4(),  fthomng  the  aggn^gata 
am«>unt  ofdepo4it«in  tin*  <  ight  pruKtpal 
banks  of  Ir«*land,  Ihm  b«on  di*^<'nt!nu«Ml 
sinro  lH.12;  and,  if  s<i,  for  what  r«*a*4»n; 
and,  whether  the  GoriTnment  R«>|><irt  of 
iKS'i  showed  the  t>'tal  do|>oikit«»  to  bo 
£.10,r,r»7,0ci0,  whorea«  tho  balanro  ^hoota 

oflHM;iiihowtoUldrpiMt«(of£:U,f;iO.OOO; 

and,  if  m*,  whother  the  R«>|>.irt  of  18*i*i 
ean  be  taken  ai«  bi-ing  an  a* .  urate  state* 
ment  of  the  facts,  for  tho  purpose  of 
(t>mparing  the  dop<»«itt  oi  tho  two 
yeara? 

TiiarniEF  SECRETARY  Mr. J.»n!f 
MoKLi.Y  :  The  Rop«>rt  has  not  been  dis- 
continued. Aa  I  stateil  on  tbo  1st  in* 
atant.  tho  last  one  is  dated  aa  recently 
aathe  loth  ultimo.  Thore  i«»  no  roaaon  to 
doubt  the  accuracy  of  thaao  Reporta. 
The  balance  sheot%  of  the  banks  include 
it<*ms  that  an<  necee«arily  excluded  from 
the  R«>port,  which  is  intended  to  show, 
aa  nearly  as  po^ible,  tho  cash  balaneea 
on  dopo^it  r<«r<»ipt  and  current  a<  count 
of  Iriah  dspositora.  I  ae<'d  only  refer 
t4>  such  itoms  aa  tha  large  Eog^li^h  bu*i« 
nee4  of  the  Naticmal  Bank,  which  is  in- 
cludo<|  in  their  balance  ahr««t.  the  publk 
account  of  the  (lorernmant  in  the  Bank 
of  In«land,  and  bills  of  certain  kinds 
whii'h  banks  include  in  their  cash 
balances,  to  show  that  a  C'liiparisoa 
(H»tw<'en  the  figun*«  in  tha  Ro|Hirt  and 
the  balsni  e  shi-ets  i  f  tho  banks  is  ouita 
fallar:(»u«.  A«  a  mat  tor  of  fa<'t,  tiiori* 
hits  lMH*n  a  docrease  in  th«*«e  dopiMita 
as  botaeen  I>t*c<'mber  \^*^2  and  I^acom* 

XAVY-TIIK  wrr.KS  S  RKt.!'LATI<»NS-. 

ruou<»rins  or  skaukx. 

CArrAtir  YERNEY  asked  the  Serra- 
tarY  t4i  the  Admiralty,  ilaving  n^gard  to 
Order  No.  2  »i.  page  6<),  of  the  Uof><*n*a 
Rofpiiat ions  and  Admiralty  Instructiima, 
holding  out  to  the  laaaiatt  of  tha  Float 
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hopes  of  special  j^romotion  for  acts  of 
eallantry  and  danng,  which  Order  has 
been  stated  to  have  remained  for  thirty- 
three  years  a  dead  letter,  whether  he 
will  inform  the  House  if  it  be  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Admiralty  either  to  cancel 
that  Order  or  to  give  it  effect  ? 

Thr  SEOEETARY  to  thb  ADMI- 
BALTY  (Mr.  Hibbert)  :  The  present 
condition  of  entry,  education,  and  pro- 
motion of  naval  officers  have  prevented 
hi.therto  any  special  promotion  of  seamen 
to  commissioned  officer,  except  such  as 
is  provided  for  in  the  commissioned 
ranks  of  chief  warrant  officer ;  and  the 
recent  wars  in  which  the  Navy  has  borne 
part  have  not  been  of  such  a  nature, 
from  a  naval  point  of  view,  as  to  give 
sufficient  reason  for  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  given  in  the  Article  quoted  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member.  The  Ad- 
miralty do  not  intend  to  cancel  the 
Order,  as  if  we  were  involved  in  a  great 
national  struggle  it  might  have  a  very 
beneficial  effect. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  INDIA. 

LoKD  RANDOLPH  CHUBOHILL 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Whether  the  Motion  for  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  Qovemment  of  India 
will  bo  brought  forward  f 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stoite),  in  reply,  said,  he  had  heard  from 
his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley) 
that  Notice  had  been  given  in  the  House 
of  Lords  of  a  Motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Government  of  India.  The  consequent 
steps,  if  the  Lords  acceded  to  the  Mo- 
tion, would  be  taken  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  the  usual  form. 

CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  IRISH 
QUESTION. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  If  he  will  lay 
iipon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  Cor- 
respondence on  the  Irish  Question,  in- 
vited in  his  letter  to  Ix>rd  de  Yesci,  that 
will  have  taken  place  before  the  1st  of 
April,  in  order  that  facilities  may  be 
afforded  for  forming  an  opinion  on  the 
question  of  Irish  ijegislatioa,  in  the 
same  manner  as  enjoyed  by  the  Govern- 
ment? 

The  first  LOED  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstonb)  :  There  are  two  reasons 
why  I  cannot  give  a  simple  affirmative 


answer  to  this  Question.  One  is  that 
much  of  the  Correspondence  would  be  of 
a  private  and  miscellaneous  character— 
by  private  I  mean  representing  only  the 
opinions  of  private  individuals.  The 
other  reason  is,  that  the  communicationa 
which  I  may  receive  may,  in  many  cases, 
be  in  other  forms  than  writing.  They 
may  be  oral,  and  therefore  I  cannot  an* 
swer  in  the  affirmative.  I  have  no  doubt, 
however,  that  there  will  be  representa- 
tions— as,  indeed,  there  have  already 
been — from  public  bodies,  some  of  which 
it  may  be  expedient  to  place  before  the 
House.    That  I  will  consider. 

LEASEHOLDS  ENFRANCHISEMENT 

BILL. 

Mb.  LAWSON  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  If  he  will  instruct  the 
Select  Committee  to  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  terms  of  occupation  and 
the  compensation  for  improvements  pos- 
sessed by  the  occupiers  of  town  houses  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  include 
the  Leaseholds  Enfranchisement  Bill  in 
their  examination  ? 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone),  in  reply,  said,  the  idea  was 
thrown  out  in  a  recent  discussion  on  an 
Irish  Bill,  and  snob  an  intimation  as  that 
suggested  would  be  a  large  addition  to 
the  field  of  inquiry  of  that  Committee. 
He  did  not  say  that  there  would  be  any- 
thing wrong  in  it ;  but  he  would  have  to 
know  a  little  more  of  the  views  of  the 
House  before  he  would  be  prepared  to 
give  a  pledge.  He  thought,  however, 
that  a  private  Member  might  very  fairly 
give  Notice  of  a  Motion  enlarging  the 
scope  of  the  Committee  in  the  msnner 
indicated  by  the  hon.  Member.  If  he 
did  so,  it  would  receive  careful  atten- 
tion. 

SUPPLY— ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  asked  the  First 
of  the  Treasury,  When  he  intended 
to  take  the  Army  Estimates  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  said,  that  the 
Army  Estimates  would  be  taken  on  that 
day  fortnight,  provided  sufficient  pro- 
gress were  made  on  the  Monday  pro- 
ceeding with  the  Navy  Estimates. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  said,  he  hoped 
copies  of  the  Estimates  would  be  «np- 
phed  to  Members  some  days  before 
the  date  named  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. 
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ORDER  OF  THE  DA  Y. 


SUPPLY.-COMMITTEB. 

Ordor  for  CommitUe  read. 

Motion  niftd^,  and  QuMttoa  proposed, 
<*  That  Mr.  Bpeakar  do  now  loara  the  ' 
l^hair." 

MAINTKNAKCR   OP    SOCIAL   ORDER 
(IRELAXn;.-.RE8OLUTI0N. 

Ma.  UOLMI-:S,  in  ruing  to  moTa— 

**  ThAt  thU  Houw*  it  tiawilltna  to  ratertatn 
E«tifiuiU«  for  the  Ciml  KaUbluhmmU  in  Itr* 
Uii4  before  b<>ta|r  i>lAce«l  in  poiseMiim  of  tho 
policy  which  ll«*r  li«jr«ty'«  (Juvrrninent  intm4 
to  |»uriQ«  for  th«  rf«tonitii>n  and  nwintenaaco 
of  toe  iaI  orUrr  tn  t}.At  Country,'* 

■aid,  that  he  roaa  to  addreee  tho  Houm 
under  a  senM  of  d«»ep  rospontibilitT. 
IIo  iihould  not  haro  brouf^ht  tniii  Amand* 
meut  forward  had  ho  not  be<*n  conrinccd 
that  thu  iiuhjiHt  was  one  of  oxtremo 
urgency  and  of  very  graTe  importance*. 
11  o  need  not  ap<>loguo,  howeTi*r,  for 
taking  the  couno  which  he  intendt*d  to 
take  that  eveuiog.  Tho  first  duty  of 
any  GoTomment  wae  to  maintain  social 
order ;  and  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the 
GoTomment  of  the  day  had  failtnl  in 
that  n*sp<Kt,  or  was  rarele»«,  or  not 
laitirely  in  eam<*ftt  about  preft«*rTing 
siK  ial  ordor  in  any  part  of  Ilor  Majesty's 
1  Kmiiuiona,  it  be<  nme  not  only  tho  ri^ht, 
but  tho  ai  tual  duty,  of  a  Mein)»er  of  that 
House,  who  repr<'«M*uted  a  constituency 
situated  in  tho  c«>uctry  where  the  dis- 
order existed*  and  who  had  been  ci>a* 
nectM  with  the  administration  of  justice 
in  that  country,  to  take  <*verr  meana  in 
his  power  to  impreee  the  GoTt*mment 
with  the  neceesity  of  |H»rformtng  their 
duty,  or  at  least  of  explaining  their  p(>«u- 
tion.  The  Government  had  at  all  timea 
peculiar  means  of  forming  a  correct 
opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  any  part 
of  the  country ;  and,  that  being  eo,  the 
House  had  eomo  rea«>n  to  complain  that 
in  i>i»naection  with  the  present  state  of 
aiTain  in  Irtdand  it  had  not  received  the 
aAsistaace and  guidance  which  on  former 
<Mrn«ions  it  had  gen<*raUv  obtained,  and 
which  at  all  times  it  ha<l  n  right  to  ex- 

r«it.  The  ciueatitin  of  ••K-ial  order  in 
rt'land  had  been  much  dtMUsec^d  of  late. 
Tb«*y  had  heard  on  all  »tdn«  that  In* land 
was  in  a  dangerous  condition ;  but  not- 
withatanding  that,  and  notwithstanding 
that  upon  the  first  oocaetoo  when  the 
Uooea  mat  aftar  the  change  of  Ministry, 
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hisrigbthon.  Friend  the  Member  forWeat 
Rnstol  ;8ir  Michael  Ilieka-Beach)  chal- 
lenged in  the  moot  |K>inted  way  the  Irteh 
(*btef  Secretary  to  make  a  ttatement  aa 
to  the  condition  of  Ireland,  no  definita 
information  had  yet  )>een  given  by  any 
Member  of  the  Goreramont.  It  waa 
true  that  tho  Prime  Minister  had,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  used  the  ex* 
preesion  ''social  order"  in  connection 
with  Ireland ;  but  they  had  not  heard 
from  him  what  his  own  opinion  was 
as  to  whether  the  c«>nditi<>n  of  that 
country  with  regard  to  social  order  was 
now  satisfactory  or  tho  rererse ;  and  if 
it  were  unsatisfactorr,  to  what  extent, 
and  in  what  way,  that  uneatisfact^iry 
condition  was  made  manifest .  Under 
those  cirrumstances,  it  would  be  n<^'ea* 
■arr  for  him  on  the  prc^sent  occasion  to 
end4*arour  from  <»ther  sourcea,  and  by 
facta  and  inferences  which  could  hardir 
be  denitnl.  to  describe  the  stat<»  of  Ireland. 
For  that  purpose  it  would  be  necessary 
to  go  back  a  little;  but  be  would  pro* 
mise  the  House  that  he  was  not  about 
to  enter  upon  any  matters  of  ancient  his* 
tory,  and  that  in  n«f erring  to  bygone 
transai-tione  he  did  not  d«sire  to 
enter  into  any  Party  recriminations, 
which  seemed  to  him  to  be  aa  ttnbi»* 
(x>ming  as  th«*y  were  ueeleea.  He  would 
ask  the  Hous4»  to  ctmsider  if  then*  was 
anr  material  fn>m  which  they  could 
judge  of  the  r«»iiditioa  of  Ireland  as  re- 
garded  social  ord«*r  in  the  month  of 
May  in  last  y<«ar.  At  that  time  the 
KxecutiTe  in  Ireland  had  for  almost 
three  years  been  goreming  the  country 
by  meana  of  an  Act  pasaed  in  IBft'i, 
in  the  carrying  of  which  the  lata 
Liberal  Administration  received  the  lo^al 
assistance  of  the  Coneerrative  Party  in 
the  House.  That  Act  did  a  Tary  good 
and  a  Tery  effective  work.  Crime,  out* 
rage,  and  all  those  offences  described  aa 
agrarian,  which  had  risen  to  an  enor* 
moua  amount  in  IShi  and  iHHi,  towards 
the  end  of  1ah3  were  reduced,  he  was 
ready  to  admit,  to  a  Tary  great  extent 
from  the  operation  of  that  statute, 
t4>  about  one-third  of  the  number  in 
IMgl  and  IHvi.  For  the  16  or  IC 
months  that  followed  the  year  1^83, 
and  up  to  May,  Ihh4,  those  otfencca.  aa 
rrgarnrd  their  charact4«r  and  anmber, 
remained  alm<kst  uniform.  In  the  month 
of  May,  list,  there  was  a  d^  1  Jed  im* 
prorement  aa  compared  with  1H81  and 
tSB2 ;  but  be  thought  he  waa  juatafiad 
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in  saying  that  a  reference  to  statistica 
would  show  that  the  state  of  things 
was  far  from  satisfactory ;  for,  although 
an  improvement  existed  as  compared 
with  1881  and  1882,  if  they  made  a 
comparison  with  the  fiye-and-a-half 
years  of  Lord  Beaconsfield's  Administra- 
tion they  ^ould  find  that  those  crimes 
and  outrages  were,  at  all  events,  two- 
fold, if  not  three-fold,  more  than  during 
those  five-and-a-half  years.  In  the 
month  of  May,  1885,  Her  Majesty's  then 
Government,  presided  over  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  now  Prime  Minister, 
who  had  the  assistance  of  many  of  the 
Members  of  his  present  Administration, 
undertook,  he  had  no  doubt  in  the 
most  careful,  anxious,  and  circumspect 
way,  the  consideration  of  this  question ; 
and  what  was  the  conclusion  arrived  at 
by  them  and  announced  to  the  House  at 
the  end  of  May  or  the  beginning  of 
June  ?  They  were  told  that,  although 
that  Parliament  was  then  expiring,  they 
had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  Ireland  that 
some  portion  of  the  statute  should  be  re- 
enacted.  He  did  not  think  it  was  ever 
definitely  stated  in  the  House  what  were 
the  particular  provisions  it  was  deter- 
mine to  submit  to  the  House  for  re- 
newal ;  but  he  gathered  from  a  letter  to 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hioks-Beach) 
that  the  provisions  it  was  proposed  to  re- 
new consisted  of  almost  all  the  provisions 
that  had  been  in  practical  use — in  other 
words,  all  the  useful  and  effective  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1882.  What  was 
the  natural  inference  from  that?  It 
was  that  the  condition  of  Ireland,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  then  Government,  was 
in  the  months  of  May  and  June  last  year 
BO  grave  that  it  required  immediate 
legislation  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
law.  Circumstances  occurred,  as  they 
all  remembered,  in  the  month  of  June 
of  the  same  year  which  led  to  the 
then  Government  beinff  replaced  by 
the  Administration  of  Lord  Salisbury. 
[^Ironical  Irish  cheers.']  He  was  quite 
prepared  to  hear  from  time  to  time  that 
cry  from  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way, which  he  supposed  he  was  bound 
by  courtesy  to  describe  as  a  cheer ;  but 
he  could  assure  hon.  Members  that  he 
would  proceed  with  his  observations 
regardless  whether  the  cheers  were  in 
one  direction  or  the  other.  The  first 
question  the    Administration  of   Lord 
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Salisbury  had  to  take  into  eonsideration 
was  the  very  same  question  their  Pre* 
decessors  had  to  consider,  and  in  con- 
nection with  which  they  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  to  which  he  had  referred. 
The  Honse  was  aware  that  after  that 
question  had  been  carefully  considered 
by  that  Administration  they  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Act  might  be 
allowed  to  lapse  for  the  period  that 
would  intervene  until  a  Parliament  was 
returned  by  the  new  electorate.  There 
was  no  portion  of  the  policy  of  Lord 
Salisbury's  Government  that  had  been 
more  attacked  by  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  than  the  resolution 
not  to  renew  the  Crimes  Act.  That  was 
the  only  portion  of  the  policy  of  that 
Government  that  had  been  attacked  in 
Any  general  way.  As  regarded  the 
foreign  policy  of  that  Administration, 
as  regarded  its  Colonial  policy,  as  re- 
garded its  domestic  policy  they  had 
hoard  little  or  nothing  but  praise  from 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  He  was 
not  rising  on  the  present  occasion  to 
defend  the  resolution  then  arrived  at, 
and  he  would  at  once  tell  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  the  reason  why  he 
did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  defend 
it.  It  was  this— that  if  the  House  con- 
sidered that  the  conclusion  at  which 
Lord  Salisbury's  Government  arrived 
was  erroneous,  it  strengthened  a  hun- 
dred, even  a  thousand-fold,  the  arga- 
ment  which  he  was  now  impressing  upon 
the  House.  There  was  one  matter  to 
which  he  wished  to  call  attention  in 
this  connection,  and  that  was  that  at 
the  time  when  that  policy  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  by  Lord  Salisbury's 
Administration  it  was  not  stated  in 
the  House  or  elsewhere  that  in  their 
judgment  the  social  condition  of  Ire- 
land was  in  a  satisfactory  state.  The 
only  thing  stated  was  that,  having  re- 
gard to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  time,  to  the  fact  that  Parliament 
was  then  expiring,  to  the  fact  that 
any  renewal  of  that  measure  must  be 
of  a  temporarv  character,  and  having 
regard  to  the  belief  that  the  lapse  of 
that  measure  would  not  be  followed  by 
any  outburst  of  crime,  the  Government 
came  to  the  conclusion  that,  under  the 
special  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
Act  should  not  be  renewed.  He  would 
also  state  thai  in  forming  that  opinion 
he  believed  the  Government  were  for- 
ther  influenced  by  the  hope  that  if  Ire- 
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land  were  rrlioTMl  from  the  exceptionAl 
li'i^inlation  against  which  ^ho  had  ao 
vigorouHljr  pnttcMcil,  if  aht*  non*  tr<*ate<I 
in  thia  r«>«p4ct  in  a  aiHrit  of  tru»t  and 
coniidence,  the  good  itM'ling  of  the  in- 
hnhitanta  t!i«'mi»olre8  would  oporato  in 
tho  diixHtiou  of  law  and  order,  and  that 
in  thia  way  a  di^tinrt  and  poaitive  im- 
pruvument  might  In>  ohtained.  What- 
ever might  bo  aaid  with  regard  to  other 
antttipationa,  ho  regretted  to  aay  that 
that  hopo  was  not  roallxiMl ;  and,  in 
ao  far  aa  that  hope  was  r<>ncernod,  the 
cxpiTimeut  proTinl  totally  and  entirely 
unAurce*aful. 

Mr.  W.  OBHIEN  :  Why  did  you  not 
aay  that  h«>fore  the  (veneral  KlcHrtion? 

Ma.  lIoLMKS.  continuing,  aaid,  he 
in»>lu  that  admiMion  frankly  and  fairly  ; 
but,  at  the  aaine  time,  ho  dMared  th<*rt* 
n«*vor  waa  a  more  ridiculous  or  absurd 
])ro|M>sition  br»ught  forward  with  re- 
fori-nco  t4i  Ir«*Iand  than  the  one  nug- 
p»»^to«l,  h«'  belioTcd,  by  the  Chancel Inr 
fif  the  r.vche<)uer,  when  ho  f>aid  that 
the  atep  thun  takon  by  I>»rd  Salisbury's 
Admiui^trntJMU  chang(*d  for  ever  the 
p  »licy  of  Iri**!!  goTornnjfr*t.  >!iil»»»nien 
wht>  w«Te  thinking  of  r«'n«»unting  o|>i- 
nioii4  but  r%*«ont!\  oxpns^«<l,  and  of  un 
saving  worJn  that  had  bt— n  re<«*ntly 
a|)«>k«u,  were  very  frtHpiently  driv(*n  to 
lind  extraordinary  exptanatioiii ;  but  be 
wiiiild  suggo^t  to  tlH<  ri^ht  hon.  (tetitle- 
nuin,  if  h«»  was  C"i.t<*rii|>lAting  any  t^r- 
giVfl*r<*ati'>n  «if  that  kind,  that  it  wouM  be 
prudent  of  him  tus4b4t«miemorerea^  n- 
able  explanati«>n.  In  fact,  be  thought 
that  if  the  right  hoo.  ^ientleman  wishtnl 
to  ju^Mfy  bis  oTvn  change  of  opinion 
by  a  ( '.lingo  of  |»iilir*y  takon  in  refrrrm*e 
to  In*Uud  by  a  Uovemmeut  ju»t  c«»ming 
into  power,  ho  might  rof«*r  to  what  wa« 
done  in  that  (onut-vMon  bv  a  Govern- 
ment  of  whi<  h  ho  waa  a  MomlnT  when 
it  a^sutntd  Oiiin*  in  1hs(»,  and  when,  at 
a  nto^t  iTiht  tl  |Mr.<Hj  of  tbiit  c  »untry's 
h'.^tory.  it  d«**f«rmiutd  to  abandon  that 
!%•.»««•  rn«orvotit»n  A«  t  wh.th  had  In  •»q 
in  «*ti»t*-n4 ««  ovf r  «(o^oars,  and  the  re- 
n«««al  of  whifh  was  ri<n«:ttott'd  bv  it« 
l*n  ibtfss*  r«  to  bo  ab^ilut^ly  n«<  •••ary 
for  th«-  p'iblic  •affty.  Hi-  nov  camo  to 
tht»  port«Ml  duriti;;  whit  h,  as  r«*gar!«d 
tb«*  fttato  of  IroUnd,  h«*  had  c<inMd«*r* 
ab!(»  kuowletlgo,  and  as  to  whuh  he 
Uii^cht  bo  «>VfU  p4*rmitt«d  t>  stM-^k  witli 
•  aiio  d«gree  of  auth  »nty.  Ibing  re* 
ii|i  in%ibb*  to  a  c«)nsi>ifrable  extent  for 
t!4«*  admini<»tration  of  ju«tue  in  Ireland 
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!  during  the  last  months  of  18ft5,  he  ap* 
plied  hims^Of  to  the  ta^k  with  whatever 

,  abilities  he  |H>sM*«se<l,  and  c«*rtainlr  with 
unremitting  attention.  Ihe  Criminal 
Law  was  put  in  force  on  every  {mssible 
(Mcasion;  every  effort  waa  made  to 
maintain  th<*  roign  of  law  and  otder; 

I  but,  neverthtl(«sa,  the  atnial  c«>ndition  of 

I  the  country  did  n<*t  improve.  Aa  re* 
garded  crime  and  outrage,  and  th<'M« 
otrenc«*s  which  found  their  way  into 
criminal  stati»tics,  ho  did  not  sav  that, 
aa  iH>m|»ared  with  the  mtmth  of  May 
and  previoua  montha,  there  waa  a 
markAl  dt*tertorati(m ;  but  ao  far  as 
there  waa  a  change  it  was  a  change  fi>r 
the  worse.  Tie  had  heard  it  aaid  by 
(ientlom«*n  Ih*Iow  the  (Gangway  an  that 
side  that  during  that  p«>rio<l  Ireland 
was  never  mon*  |M*a<'oful  and  free  frt>m 
crime.  Ho  ctmld  only  aay  that,  so  far 
aa  there  waa  a  change  from  the  month 
of  May,  it  waa  a  change  f«)r  the  worae, 
and  es|>e€ially  in  the  ls«t  montha  of  the 
year  it  was  more  mark«>d  ;  and  he  would 
ask,  if  th«*  statt*  of  the  country  waa  not 
*inti*fiictMry  in  the  month  of  May  as  re* 
gard<d  crime  and  outrage,  how  could  it 
ho  t •intended  that  during  the  latter  |Mirt 
of  the  }rar  it  ne\er  waa  more  peaceful 
II ud  Mife ':  N»  far  oa  regarded  the  num- 
ber of  (riu;tnaU  ;  but  when  they  turned 
away  from  tho  mere  enumeration  to  con* 
aider  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
<Tim<  s  cfiuimitttsl,  and  the  c*in  umstan^ ea 
by  whit h  they  were  att<*nded,  the  pic 
ture  bcname  much  more  melanch«»!y.  In 
thia  oiuntry,  and  in  many  others,  it  was 

I  often  said,  and  aaid  trulv,  that  crime, 
as  a  rule,  was  the  work  of  the  criminal 
clii%s4«s,  who  had  broken  away  fmm  re- 
stroint,  set  soei4*ty  at  defiance,  and  en- 

j  t<*red  upon  a  regular  life  of  lawleea- 
n«  ^s.  It  was  not  so  long  ago  that  the 
%ame  doM-riptton  might  have  been  ap* 

'  ph**<l  to  crio.o  ill  Ir«'la'id.  They  had  in 
yoars  past  crimes  C(mae«  ted  with**  White, 
b-u^m,"    and    with    *' M<-«»r  lighting  ;*' 

'  anii  npili>^uts  had  given  extraortli nary 
«*\plat:ations  of  tho*«*  <  riniea.  Th«y  had 
\**vn  told  that  ther  were  all  Uie  work  of 
th«>  (-t^lHo  ;  at  other  times  that  they  were 
the  ««irk  of  landlt*rtls  ;  at  other  times 
that  they  vera  the  work  of  tho  agents 
of  Tfry  <}ov«*mments  ;  and  m^ro  gttne- 
rally  that  th<y  wt*re  the  work  of  Li(»eral 
(ftivemmcnta.  He  sup|v>sed  that  that 
allegation  wtiol  1  not  Ih*  ac^repted.  But 
they  were  alao  told  that  those  cnmea  were 
4^>mmttted  by  per»ous  who  came  fr»ai 
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a  distance  into  the  districts  where  they 
took  place,  and  that  they  did  not  point 
to  any  general  demoralization.  Now, 
he  had  looked  with  great  care  into  those 
crimes  which  were  committed  in  Ireland 
in  the  latter  part  of  1885  ;  and  he  re- 
gretted to  say  that,  as  far  as  he  could 
judge,  they  were  committed  by  men 
in  the  immediate  district  where  they 
occurred,  and  whose  antecedents  and 
general  character  would  lead  to  the  pre- 
sumption that  they  were  law-abiding  ; 
and  it  was  to  be  observed  that  the  cri- 
minals received  the  sympathy  and  pro- 
tection of  the  people  in  the  districts  in 
which  the  crimes  were  committed.  He 
did  not  make  that  statement  on  his  own 
responsibility  only ;  it  was  supported  by 
facts  and  evidence.  Some  of  the  Moon- 
lighters about  the  end  of  last  year  were 
detected  and  brought  to  justice.  They 
were  tried  and  convicted.  In  every 
single  instance,  as  far  as  he  remem- 
bered, they  were  committed  by  farmers 
or  sons  of  farmers  who  lived  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood,  and  who  re- 
ceived, and  in  all  other  respects  deserved, 
an  excellent  character ;  and  in  almost 
every  instance  witnesses  of  the  same 
description  were  produced  for  the  de- 
fence in  support  of  fabricated  state- 
ments, for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
oonviotions  difRcult,  if  not  impossible. 
[**0h!"]  He  said  fabricated  state- 
ments, because  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
must  be  taken  as  conclueive  on  this  point. 
All  that  pointed  to  a  different  state  of 
things  than  that  those  crimes  were  the 
work  of  themerely  ordinary  criminal  class 
— it  pointed  to  a  widespread  demoraliza- 
tion. But  other  circumstances  told  the 
same  story.  Reference  had  been  made  in 
that  House  to  what  was  called  the  Curtin 
murder  case.  That  murder  had  been 
described  by  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  as  an  unfortunate  death.  [''Hear, 
hear!"  and  ''No!"]  Certainly,  that 
word  had  been  used  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. 

The  chief  SECRETAEY  foe  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  John  Morley)  :  I  used  the 
word  "death,"  but  instantly  altered  it. 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman why  he  did  not  indict  Casey  for 
murder  ? 

Mk.  holmes  said,  he  supposed  that 
the  question  just  put  to  him  covered  a 
suggestion  that  the  death  w  as  not  a  mur- 
der. He  would  toll  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  why  they  did  not  indict  Casey 

Mr.  Jlolmei 


for  murder.  They  did  not  indict  him 
for  murder  because  he  had  left  the  place 
and  had  abandoned  the  undertaking  en- 
tirely and  completely  before  the  murder 
was  committed;  and  by  a  well-known 
rule  of  law,  though  he  was  guilty  of 
one  of  the  most  serious  offences,  it 
would  not  amount  to  murder.  But 
Mr.  Curtin  was  shot  at  and  murdered. 
The  man  who  fired  the  fatal  shot  was 
a  murderer,  and  the  man  who  died 
from  the  shot  was  a  murdered  man. 
Ho  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  satisfied  with  that  explanation. 
Former  Chief  Secretaries  for  Ireland 
had  applied  to  murder  the  name  that  it 
generally  bore;  and,  as  regarded  the 
administration  of  justice  in  Ireland,  it 
would  be  just  as  well  that  that  practice 
should  be  continued.  He  now  came  to 
the  case  itself.  Considerable  attention 
was  attracted  to  the  case,  by  reason  of 
the  heroic  conduct  of  members  of  the 
family;  but  in  other  respects  it  was 
a  very  typical  case,  and  all  its  circum- 
stances might  be  taken  as  an  illus- 
tration of  the  state  of  things.  Mr. 
Curtin  was  a  man  who,  as  far  as  any- 
one had  been  able  to  ascertain,  had 
always  lived  a  peaceable  and  blameless 
life,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  considered  as 
an  offence  to  be  a  little  more  prosperous 
than  his  neighbours,  and  to  have  paid 
his  rent.  He  had  committed  no  offence, 
as  far  as  he  understood.  A  band  of 
marauders,  however,  attacked  his  family 
and  his  home.  They  were  composed  of 
farmers  living  in  the  neighbourhood, 
having  no  just  fault  to  find  with  him, 
and  yet  they  engaged  in  that  expedition. 
When  that  band  entered  his  house  there 
were  in  it,  in  addition  to  the  members 
of  the  family,  six  farm  servants  who  had 
been  living  there  for  years,  and  who 
were  as  strong  and  stalwart  as  any  to 
be  found  in  the  country.  Those  farm 
servants  had  no  quarrel  with  their  em- 
ployer. They  were  attached  to  him,  as 
he  understood;  but,  being  there,  thej 
said  no  word  and  raised  no  hand  to  pro- 
tect him  or  the  family.  In  a  civilized 
Christian  country  could  anything  bo 
more  demoralizing  and  more  degrading 
than  that  ?  That  was  a  typical  case. 
There  lay  two  corpses  there  after  the 
terrible  occurrence.  One  was  the  body 
of  the  head  of  the  family — ^the  man  who 
had  stood  up  in  defence  of  his  nroperty 
and  the  people  about  him,  ana  whose 
very  last  words  before  he  received  the 
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fatal  tbol  wer«  words  of  mod«ntion  and 
ktndlin«M.  The  olh^r  wa«  tha  body  of 
the  maa  who  waa  ahol  with  a  nask  oo 
his  face  and  a  i^no  in  his  hand,  which  he 
had  diacharg«d  but  a  few  momenta  be- 
fore affainst  the  head  of  that  family. 
With  which  of  tho«e  two  men  waa  tbo 
eenenl  public  a^rmpathy  of  the  ncif^h- 
bottrhooU  ?  It  was  atat(*d  at  the  time, 
and  neTor  contradictM),  that  a  few  dayn 
after,  on  the  following  Bundaj,  after 
II  aM  had  bo<*n  celt%bratod  and  the  cb^rgj- 
man  was  addrt»%«infr  the  ci>Dgn*gaUon 
and  roferrin^  with  n^tpect  to  the  mur* 
derod  man**  memory,  tho  c.)ii(n^f(ation 
n>4ie  and  left  the  <*ha|>ol.  Tbat  had  never 
b<H*n  cf>ntradi<'t«Hl ;  it  was  truo ;  but  it 
had  been  explained.  andtherx)ilauati<m 
imivcnl  his  caae.  It  was  said  that  the 
t^>0(rregation  left  the  chapel,  not  on  ac- 
count  of  what  was  eaid,  but  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  dead  MiMmli^hter. 
And  there  were  th«i«o  two  funeral 
proctHksiona ;  the  one  that  waa  fol* 
lowed  merely  by  tha  members  of 
th««  (\trtin  family;  and  the  oth«»r  tbat 
of  the  d««ad  munlerfr,  vhirh  was  fol- 
lowid  by  almost  nil  the  neighlmurs 
Kut  that  wa«  t.ot  all.  The  m**rii)»or*  <»f 
the  mtirderiHl  man**  family,  a«  thf*y  wer<» 
Ixiund  in  duty  to  do.  fcave  evidence  in 
the  cate.  They  did  not  fteem  to  dr^re 
to  brin^  home  the  (r<ult  of  tht«  airuMxl ; 
they  c«-rtaiii]y  fcave  th«Mr  evidence  with- 
out any  a|>|»ar«»nt  caiMirf  or  d«*«ire  for 
vcn^eanre.  A  »hort  timo  alter  they 
ap|M'«nd  as  witnt*«M«  they  ri<tumed  to 
tliA  plaie  in  the  nei|fhlMiurh«MMl  where 
they  had  always  live«l.  and  where  up  to 
thro  they  hud  be««ii  reftpect**«l.  llow 
w««r««  th«*v  receive«l  y  l>id  non.  Ifemliers 
f(irfO*tth«*  way  in  ahich  this  family  wer<> 
r«*<*eiv«Ml  by  the  people  when  they  at- 
teiidtMl  nervier  at  church,  or  the  attack 
%iht(h  was  made  on  the  rha|>el  it»4>]f, 
and  thnt  it  wan  n<<e«M%ry  f«ir  the  prelate 
of  the  dioci'Mi  to  annnutii«  that  reit|ti«*u« 
S4»rvi«e  would  Ik*  auApendud  f*»r  several 
we««k«? 

Ma.  PAUNKIX:  May  I  ask  the 
riirht  h'in.  and  l«*amed  ttentletnan  if  be 
Will  inform  the  ll«iu«e  a«  to  tin*  date  uf 
th«»  iTi»jnler  of  Mr.  •'urt  n  .' 

Mil  llOLMlU^  :  No;  I  rannot  inform 
the  HoiiM*.  Nor «  an  i  m<4«  that  the  dat«« 
can  make  the  murder  one  whit  !««« 
fri|chtful  a  crime,  nor  the  •ymfiathisers 
with  that  murder  one  whit  leaa  guilty. 

Mb.  T.  p.  (r(N>NN«»U:  It  was  in 
NovenbaTt  before  the  Uaiiafml  Bactioa. 


Ma«  HOLMES  aaid,  he  praaumed 
that  hon.  Members  maat  feel  tbat  there 
waa  something  to  answer  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  and  bethought  their  anawera 
might  be  little  more  reli*vant.  He  had 
referred  to  what  inference  could  ba 
drawn  frc»m  the  •tati»t4ce  of  crime,  and 
alfto  to  the  inference  whith  could  be 
drawn  from  the  character  of  that  crime, 
and  the  cireumatancea  which  had  at- 
tended it.  lie  had  shown  that  even  ia 
the  month  of  May  it  waa  nect*eeary,  in 
the  opioitm  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
op|Mi«ite,  that  there  should  bo  nome  re* 
pn<*»ive legiiilation  which  ctmld  artuallir 
drook  no  d«'lay,  and  which  bccam**  much 
more  im|H>rtant  in  1  H«i*ember  of  laat  year. 
It  would  be  a  great  nii»take  to  judg«  the 
MKial  condition  €>f  any<N>untry,  no  uiatt«*r 
where  it  waa  utuated,  by  criminal  statis* 
tira  alone.  As  far  as  In«land  waa  con* 
cemcd,  the  statiatica  of  crime  and  oot- 
rain*  retlectetl  but  a  amall  light  on  tha 
aoiial  <^mdition  of  that  land,  lie  aa- 
a<*rted  witliout  fear  of  r- > n trad ut ion  that 
in  Ireland  a  terrible  tyranny  was  spread* 
ing  over  the  three  Provinces.  \Vhen 
the  lianil  LfAicue  waa  suppreaard  ff»r  its 
illegal  actii,  the  (tovernmeut  of  the  day, 
having  l»ehind  it  an  Act  which  enabled 
th€»  Kvecutive  tt|M>n  the  warrant  of  tha 
liord  lieutenant  to  impriMm  any  person 
throughout  the  country,  allowed  within 
a  short  time  the  National  I^eague  to 
iipring  up.  This  bo<ly  inenuu^nl  in 
ntrength  and  in  power ;  and  he  had  not 
the  Miiall«*st  doubt  that  right  hon.  (}en* 
tiemen  opp^mite,  wb«*n  cunsidering  this 
matter  in  May,  were  impre«««<«d  with  the 
power  which  the  Nati<mal  Li<agua  poe* 
aesaed.  Kven  at  that  time— aye,  and 
long  l»efor«*  that  tim«^— it  waa  exercising 
a  kind  of  intimidation  which  made  it 
aliuo«t  iin|H»«%ibU  f*ir  any  man  to  nsa 
his  fieraoiial  I.Kerty.  An  far  aa  he  waa 
aware,  or  could  judir**.  he  did  not  think 
that  the  pro\iaiona  of  the  Ait  of  l^sj 
were  calculated  to  pniduce  much  etfint, 
if  any,  on  the  tntann«lation  carri«*d  out 
by  that  league.  He  naa  under  the  im* 
pre»«iou  that  the  nobU  F^arl  wb<»  was 
then  I»rd  Iicut«*nant  €>f  Ireland  had 
r«>nie  to  a  somewhat  different  otitnton  ; 
but  be  thought  it  mu*t  )»e  admitted 
that  tliat  iutimidatH»n  had  t»«t«imt*  of 
such  a  character  that,  thoogh  soma 
check  might  be  plact^d  on  it  by  the 
proviaions  of  the  Siatote,  yet  an  effective 
cheek  that  Act  waa  not.  Ther  foand 
aottth  by  aottth  that  tha  National  Leaf  ue 
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increased  in  power   and  in  influence, 
until  at  last,  towards  the  end  of  18R5, 
it  overshadowed  not  merely  the  three 
Provinces,  but  the  paralyzed  administra- 
tion of  the  law  and  the  Queen's  autho- 
rity in  those  Provinces.     There  was  not 
a  single  act  of  social  life  in  which  it  did 
not  presume  to  judge  between  man  and 
man.     It  dictated  to  the  master  what 
servant  he  should   employ,  and  to  the 
servant  what  master  he  should  serve. 
It  dictated  to  the  merchant  and  the 
shopkeeper  whom  he  should  supply  with 
necessaries,  and  from  whom  he  should 
buy    goods.     In  short,   there  was  no 
social  relation  of  life  into  which  the 
tyranny  of  that  body  was  not  carried. 
Ho  believed  that  he  spoke  of  things 
which   were    generally    known.      The 
House  might  remember  that  during  the 
Licensing  Sessions  in  Ireland  held  in 
October  and  November  last,  in  almost 
every  county  in  the  South  and  West  of 
Ireland    it    was    necessary    to    oppose 
licences  given  to  publicans,   who  were 
the  only  purveyors  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,   because  at  the    dictation  of   the 
League  they  refused  to  supply  persons 
who  came  under  the  ban  of  the  League. 
In  November  such  was  the  difficulty  of 
serving  legal  process  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  Judges  to  direct  that  that 
process  should  be  sent  by  post.     Not 
long  ago  the  House  was  engaged  in  con- 
sidering a  Supplementaiy  Constabulary 
Vote,   which  was  needed  because  the 
Constabulary  could  not  hire  cars,  and 
actually  oould  not  obtain  the  necessaries 
of  life.    It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to 
supply  capital  wherewith   they   might 
buy  cars,  establish  depots  for  food,  and 
forges  at  which  they  could  shoe  their 
horses.      As  regarded  this  part  of  the 
matter,  be  would  appeal  to  events  which  ! 
could  hardly  be  denied.     In  the  fint ' 
place,  he  appealed  to  a  late  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.    The  Government  of 
Ireland  was  entrusted  to  a  capable  and 
conscientious  body  of  public  servants. 
Those  men  bad  no  interest  except  to 
perform  their  duty.     He  would  appeal 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem-  ; 
ber  for  the  Border  Burghs  (Mr.  Tre-  \ 
▼elyan)  whether  or  not  he  could  bear 
out  his  testimony  that  these  men  could 
be  trusted  and  could  perform  their  duty  ? 
[Mr.  TasvELTAir  expressed  assent.]    A 
few  days  ag^  he  was  reading  a  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  C^tleman  in  which,  in  a 
most  generous  spirity  he  described  the 

Mr,  HolmeM 


men  from  the  Judge  to  the  constable  as 
a  body  of  public  servants  who  were 
thoroughly  to  be  trusted.    It  would  be, 
and  had  been,  the  duty  of  persons  in 
that  position  to  make  representations  on 
this  point.     They  made  reports,  and  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
always  to  obtain  them.     He  challenged 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  whe&er 
the  information  which  oould  be  obtained 
from  that  authentic  source  did  not  show 
the  country  might  be  painted  as  black 
colours  as  he  had  described  it?    He 
asked  hon.  Members,  however,  if  they 
wanted  authentic  information  on  this 
point,  to  read  the  Nationalist  newspapers 
which  were  published  in  Ireland  during 
October,  November,  and  December  last. 
What  would  they  find?     They  would 
find  that  records  of  the  branches  of  the 
National  League  were  kept,  and  the  way 
in    which    the    League    was   carrying 
its  influence  through    every  circle    of 
society,  rendering  individual  action  in 
any  way  almost  impossible.     Ho  knew 
that  a  week  or  two  ago  a  letter  was 
written  by  an  hon.  Member  on  the  sub- 
ject of  what  were  called  Land  League 
Courts,  and  they  were  told  that  such 
Courts  did  not  exist.    But  the  House 
was  not  altogether  under  the  dominion 
of  words  ;«they  might  sometimes  look  at 
facts.    If  a  man  i^as  summoned  before 
the  National  League  he  was  described 
as  having  been  ** invited;"  and  if  he 
was  subjected     to   a  trial    they   were 
told  that  be  had  *'  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tion ; "  and  if  judgment  was  passed  upon 
him  they  were  told  that  "  advice"  was 
given  him.     When  the  master  of  a  hun- 
dred legions  sat  down  before  a  small 
and  undefended  fortress  and  invited  it 
to  surrender,  it  was  an  invitation  which 
was  not  likely  to  be  refused.    In  the 
same  way,  when  a  footpad  presented  a 
pistol  at  the  breast  of  a  traveller  and 
*' invited"  him  to  band  over  his  purse, 
such  an  invitation  could  not  be  b'g^tly 
regarded.     They  knew  that  tlie  ''  inrita- 
tion  "  of  the  National  League  was  equi- 
valent to  a  command  which  could  not  be 
disobeyed,  and  they  knew  that  the  "  ad- 
vice "  tendered  was  far  more  efficacioua 
than  the  judgment  of  any  Court,  and  had 
far  more  terrible  sanctions  behind  it. 
Such  was  the  state  of  Ireland,  as  he  be- 
lieved, in  the  month  of  December  last 
year,  and  in  the  beginning  of  Jannary  of 
the  present  year.    It  was  the  duty  of 
Her   Majesty's    Government    to   take 
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t'lat  tnattor  into  their  ri<»M  serious  c<>n- 
^  <l**r«tioo.  '  rht?  ('iiAX«T.LU>a  of  th« 
KxMiEwt-r*  Sir  Williftm  lliirc<»urt  : 
Hoar,  hmr!^  We  r-mld  tell  th<»  ri^ht 
lion.  (}ontlpni«n  who  cbo<*n^d  tnmirailr 
tlint  it  rt«**iTod  a«  »(*riou8  cHmMd^mtioo 
n^  any  »ubjmt  ^xw  riveir^  at  th<» 
hnnrU  of  aoj  ()nv««mnu«nt,  nt>f.  an  had 
lHM»n  »tat*Ml  n^in  and  af^ain,  within  a 
day  or  two  of  i*arlianiont  m<H«tin)?,  but 
ot  a  r<in*id«»robl*»  |M«ri<vl  h<iforo  that.  It 
wfiH  fully  din(ti««i*«|  antl  o<>ni>id«*r«*'!.  an<i 
tli<*  rf*ni*HU<««  to  b«»  ap|di<*il  iu  ont«*r  to 
count<*rm*t  thoM«  oviU  woro  not  aItow«»d 
to  remain  in  any  shadowy  form,  but  w<»r« 
r«Hluc<*<l  to  writinjt,  an<lin  that  fomidit- 
cu*vd  and  <•  »n*idfr»'€l  t<M>.  Tht»n>  wa* 
Ti'i  want  of  cUlH>rati>>n  and  rnr«\  and 
th«»  only  roA«  n\  why  a  ni'^i'oin*  wan 
not  annouufiHl  bvfon*  th»»  fourth  <lay 
of  tho  S<»«»«i«»n  Wfti»  bM-au»o  «  rhanft** 
in  th«'  p«»t*«»n  rv^\>  in*«!lil«*  f«>r  tho  jtovorn- 
n.<*nt  of  Irt«land  to  -k  |>Ur«  at  that 
|'*ri<>l.  It  «n^  natuml.  th«'r<*r(»r4\  that, 
a!tiH»ttj»h  thf»  rij^ht  hon.  Cn-nt Ionian  .Mr. 
\V.  11.  Sin. ill  had  invr^ti(;a*«<d  thi* 
tnntN^r  with  X\\^  ^rrnt*  *t  t.iri»,  h'hI  bad 
^  >no  thro*i;;!i  t^o  ]C«*|»  t:<«  %%ith  tli«> 
^r«at'**t  a(<  urrit  y--iilthoii^h  h**  btid 
•o«o  th<«  prr»vi«i'-!t4  wbi<  h  w<-n*  au^ 
p«-t«-^l  a'^  a  rt»ni««ly  t'>  r«»unt«'fHit  tlii« 
fTiU  -it  wn«  natural  tbnt  tho  n<  w 
otH«  ial  »hi>uld  ^ay  that  h**  mu^t  |H'r- 
^'Tiilly  •*•**  Mnio  <if  th«»  ini|>«*rt.int  |»»'r- 
••  »ti<»  in  Ireland  b«*rur«*  h«*  ptivo  h\%  •fii.(«* 
ii  M.  If  hi>n.  M<*nib«  r^  wore*  to  a»^'iiiH« 
t^th*-^  in  KtiniUr  (in  uin«*tii.«  * «  th«*y 
wi'iM  do  th«**anic.  Wa*th«»n»  any  un- 
n«'<«'*»ary  d«Uy  on  th©  !kubjr<t?  S<»m«» 
d'»ubt«  bid  b^'f-n  ••ip|r«'^t«»d  that  them 
W.14  n'>  Qit'i'^ure  in  |>re|mration.  He 
•2  «>k«  of  a  \\\\\\^  which  h««  knew,  and  ho 
knt«w  tlint  n«>t  onlr  waa  tb«*  in«  a«ure  in 
I  r«*|«Aration.  but  it  had  been  |)rt*|iare<l ; 
and  wh«>n  the  In**.  (*b.in<eIlor  of  the 
r.V(he«|ner  (^ir  Mi<  bni-I  Hifk«  M<*a«  h 
aunounoHl  bi«  intfntion  to  »ubri.tt  the 
ni<s-i«tjre  to  I'arliii'ii«*i.t.  it  mi^'ht  hn\e 
b* « n  laid  at  that  iip-n.«  nt  tin  the  Table 
i»f  the  ll«  u«<».  H»»  \  >uld  furth»'r  ^ay 
tK:tt  b>n|f  befttre  that  time  tho  pn»ii»i4.n<t 
(••■ilxMbtd  in  that  nt«'nMire  bud  tM<'n 
f'lliv  (l)««*u%Md  an«l  had  b**4«n  nHiui«d  to 
t!M«  form  of  a  Slitute;  »«>  that,  in  |»<itnt 
(  t  fact,  there  waa  no  foundation  for  the 
a!l4»i?ationa  that  what  waa  d^no  by  the 
late  tr.iTemment  wa«  a  thing  qu.rkU 
Conceived  and  very  haatily  exacnted. 
In  tha  cirtumataBci-a  he  had  de* 
acribad  tkera  cwaa  a  eha&fa  of  Qoraro* 


J  ment  The  new  (loveranicnt  waa  prac* 
I  tically  that  which  waa  in  power  in  tha 
j  preciMing  May.  If  it  bad  then  con- 
,  aiden*  1  r«»preAi>ive  legiMation  ne<eaa«ry  ; 
and  if  the  atate  of  Ireland  at  the  end  of 
tha  year  and  at  tht«  beginning  of  thia 
year  wer<«  what  ha  had  deacrtbad,  how 
waa  it  to  l>a  explained  that  the  prea^ol 
(Government  had  ni»t  taken  aoma  atepa 
in  ref«-rf*nc^«  to  the  M^rtous  question 
of  aiMMftl  ordtr?  rod«*r  tha  <irrttni* 
■tame^  he  bad  nHiitiono<l,  aurely  it  waa 
th«  tirM  duty  of  the  (GoTernment  at  tha 
€»arli<  ^t  roon)€*nt  to  conaider  the  at^^ial 
condition  of  Ireland;  and  ha  pretumad 
that  that  duty  waa  dona,  let  i>ot  a 
word  had  be«*n  heard  from  right  boa. 
(lentlemon  opp4»»ite  in  refermre  to  that 
qu**fiion.  There  had,  however,  been 
»4imo  indicationa  to  wbiih  ho  would 
refer.  In  drawing  an  itiference  from 
Wf>r«]a  of  the  Prime  Mi  mater  ha  waa  ap* 

Croarhing  a  matter  of  *<imo  dilHrulty; 
ut  it  waa  a  dithrulty  ha  would  en- 
dea\i>nr  to  over«^iine.  The  right  hon. 
hon.  (Gentleman  had  two  or  three  tim«*a 
•|Mik<n  of  «*»•  ial  ordor  in  Ireland  aa  a 
question  d«*«erving  iuo%t  aenoua  con- 
Pi>'fr.%ti(»n  ;  and  it  waa  n<it  an  ttnrt-aM»n* 
aMe  mferem  V  to  draw  frt>m  that  that  tha 
tiffht  hon.  (}er.t!«*man  ronaideied  thataa 
rtvanlfd  ati«ial  onler  Ireland  waa  in  an 
un*ati>fa(t<»ry  »tate.  It  waa  a<»t  aaid 
that  a^M-ial  oriler  in  Scotland  re<|uired 
(artful  consideration,  b«Hauiie  law  and 
urdor  prevailf*d  thet**.  Futthennore,  it 
anil  «aid  that  it  waa  not  tha  inteoti(»n  of 
the  (t«»vernmetit  to  pn>p(Me  repreaatTa 
legislation  ;  but  that  waa  generally  ac- 
I  citmpanied  by  the  qualification  **  at  pre- 
,  si^nt,'*  or  **  immediately  ;'*  it  waa,  there- 
\  fore,  not  unreaMioable  to  aaauma  that  it 
might  ba  necfiMary  at  a  y^ry  early  date 
to  intrtMlute  surh  ]egi«lation.  There 
waa  ditfi«<ulty  ia  attaching  a  meaning  to 
'  the  term    "at  iireeent  *'  unle««  it  would 

•  justify  ai>me  au«'h  inference.  Within  tho 
■  last  few  da%a  a  noble  Karl,  bett«»r  aa- 
'  (piainted  than  any  other  noble  Ixird, 
,  y*  rhapa,  with  tho  state  of  Ireland,  had 

•aid  that  it  waa  w(>nM — a  hiaadred-ft-ld 

•  wor*e — than  it  waa  in  Mayor  June  laat. 
It  might.  then*f'*rf\  be  aaaamed  that  ha 

I  bad  u(  t  now  drawn  ony  eiaggvrated  or 
ti  obighly-(oi(»ured  putureof  the  state  of 
Ir«*Iand.  If  that  werv  so,  what  waa  the 
rraton  why  it  had  n^K  reaeived  the  im- 
mediate attention  of  tha  (ioverameat  ? 
It  might,   perhai«,  bo  aaid  thai  aomo 

.  impfvTctitoal  had  takaa  ptaco  iwaastlj  ; 
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but,  at  all  eyents,  such  improyement 
was  not  due  to  any  action  of  the  Qovern- 
znent.  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
had  made  no  positiye  announcement  on 
the  subject.  He  remained  silent  when 
challenged.  If  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
any  doubts  remaining,  he  appealed  to 
him  to  resolye  them  that  evening,  or  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  Chief  Secretary, 
it  was  true,  had  said  that  under  certain 
circumstances,  and  within  certain  limi- 
tations, he  reserved  it  to  himself  to 
decide  whether  military  force  should  be 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  decrees  of  eviction.  ['*  Hear,  hear ! "] 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  cheered  that 
statement;  but  what  was  it  that  he 
cheered  ?  How  could  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary know,  when  the  judgment  of  a 
Court  was  produced  to  him,  whether  it 
covered  a  shadowy  right  or  a  substantial 
one  ?  For  that  was  what  he  undertook 
to  decide.  That  view  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  was  repugnant  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice,  law,  and  equity.  Earl 
Spencer  had,  within  the  last  few  days, 
described  the  state  of  Ireland  as  much 
worse  at  present  than  it  was  in  May  or 
June  last.  If  this  were  so,  what  reason 
was  there  why  this  question  should  not 
receive  immediate  attention  ?  Could  it 
be  said  that  any  improvement  had  taken 
place  in  the  country  since  the  present 
Administration  had  taken  Office?  If 
improvement  existed,  it  had  not  arisen 
from  any  action  of  the  Government;  but 
action  had  been  taken  in  other  quarters. 
Mr.  Davitt  had  gone  to  one  of  the  dis- 
turbed districts  and  preached  in  the 
strongest  way  that  those  outrages  must 
be  given  up.  To  what  extent  this  advice 
had  been  followed  he  did  not  know ;  but 
the  organs  of  the  National  League  bad 
to  a  great  extent  ceased  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings  of  their  branches  in 
these  respects.  [Mr.  W.  O'Brien  :  Con- 
sult the  last  issues.]  At  all  events,  they 
were  materially  altered  in  their  charac- 
ter, and  anyone  could  see  that  by  com- 
paring what  used  to  be  printed  with  what 
was  now  printed  in  those  journals.  Sup- 
pose it  to  be  the  fact  that  these  things 
conduced  to  make  the  country  a  litde 
better,  surely  this  showed  that  a  more 
alarming  state  of  things  existed  than 
even  the  outrages.  What  was  demon- 
strated was  that  what  the  Queen's  Go- 
vernment could  not  do  could  be  per- 
formed by  that  terrible  force  which  had 
been  carrying  on  this  tyranny   in  the 

Jfr.  Ilolmee 


country  for  months  past,  and  whose  ob- 
ject it  was  now  to  arrest  it  for  a  limited 
time,  and  for  a  limited  purpose.  Any- 
one  looking  at  the  state  of  Ireland  in  a 
fair  and  ordinary  way  could  see  that  it 
required  immediate  attention,  and  every 
day's  delay  rendered  the  problem  much 
more  difficult.  There  was  another  aspect 
of  the  case,  which  involved  an  element 
of  still  greater  danger.  When  the  Go- 
vernment was  considering  the  question 
in  May  last,  not  a  word  was  said  in  re- 
ference to  the  Repeal  of  the  Union.  As 
far  as  could  be  gathered  from  all  that 
passed,  the  Government  appeared  to  ad- 
here to  the  views  that  had  been  laid 
down  by  all  English  statesmen  of  the 
present  century.  They  held  with  Lord 
Althorp  that  if  they  had  to  choose  be- 
tween civil  war  and  the  Bepeal  of  the 
Legislative  Union  they  would  chooso 
civil  war.  Similar  views  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  Eussell,  Peel,  and  Palmer- 
ston.  And  what  words  had  the  present 
Prime  Minister  used  on  more  than  ono 
occasion  ? 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Quote 
them. 

Mr.  holmes  said,  that  if  he  could 
not  quote  the  exact  words  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  he  oould  refer  him  to 
where  he  would  find  them.  He  referred 
him  to  the  occasion  when  Mr.  Butt^s  Home 
Bulo  Besolution  was  before  that  House. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  I  was 
absent  then. 

Mr.  holmes  :  If  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter wished  he  would  withdraw,  in  the 
most  unreserved  way,  what  he  had  said, 
and  he  would  assume  that  the  policy  of 
the  Prime  Minister  differed  from  that  of 
the  other  statesmen  he  had  named,  and 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  merely 
now,  but  when  the  scheme  of  Mr.  Butt 
was  before  the  country,  considered  that 
much  might  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
Bepeal  of  the  Legislative  Union. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  When  did 
I  say  so? 

Mr.  holmes  said,  he  did  not  attri- 
bute those  words  to  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman. All  he  said  was  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  so  desired  he  would 
assume  them.  But  better  far  than  going 
into  old  matters  of  this  kind,  than  dis- 
cussing what  might  have  been  said  in 
the  past,  it  was  to  consider  what  was 
now  oefore  the  country.  It  was  gene- 
rally conceived  that  some  statesmen 
during  the  month  oi  December  began  to 


1  Mik  at  thi4  quo^tioQ  in  a  difforcnt  Htflit    had  h^^anl  a  grt-at  «I<*aI  alH>ut  th^  town  cif 

frtitu  what  thoy  had  donn  Won*,     llad    Holfa'^t.     That  wa^  a  town  of  whirh  any 

thiH  any  olffct  ui»on  In-Iand  at  th^  pr<«-  '  c«)unt rr  mi (^ht  mA\  tn*  prond.     It  wa«  by 

f»«»tit  timo?     It  4*<>uld  not  bo  doniod  thit    tho   untirinir    tudu<«*rv  of    th^   r:*i/'*nii 

thi^  quo^t'Ui  of  Hf'p^'.'il  w.t«  now  upokrn    that  th«*ro  hal  bo«  n  form*«<t  in  n<dfa«t 

of  in  ovt«rr  part  (>f  Inddud.     What  waa  |  ono    of    tho    gr«*at«»U     manufarturinf^ 

tho  pti^itton  of  Indand  at  tho   pr«»»ont  |  r<«ntro«  in   tho  country,   and   thtt  had 

moment?     Iroland  at  tho  pri><«f*nt  timo  |  h<M«n  d>>no  in  spitA  of  law4  d.«4^Mira)^iri|( 

c  •n»i«t»»l.  not  of  a  Binj;lo  nation,  but  of  j  to  th«»:r  industry— law*  whii  h.  howpvi^r. 

two  difttinct    nationt  or  nationilitio*  ;  !  had  Ion;;  txncf^  pa-^**!  away.     Ho  mifi^ht 

and,  tudoM,  it  ini)(ht  bo  naid  to  havo  .  montion  that  tho  niinnrity  in  Indand^ 

boon   in  that  condition   for  y»«3r4   and    a<.  p*'rhap«»    thi»   H'»  i«o   und««rtto<Hl  — 

OTon  c«*ntiiri«»*  pii«»t.     Oa«»  of  thcirt  na-    wa*    on    ihi*    qu-Mion   thor«»in;(hly    in 

tionn,  ho  admttto«1,  wa*  in  a  majority,    oarurftt.      Ilnn      Morobora     bidow    tho 

That  majority,  at  tho  pro«ont  moment.  .  (langway  w-  ul<l   ^ay  that  tho  majority 

w«*ro   b>oktn(C   f«»rward    with    thu   nio%t  '  wan  aU'»  in  oarn<**t.     Th«*ro  had  )>«*4*n  a 

nnxiouv  ho|>o  t>  a  moa^uro  whirh  w<»uld    i;r«*at  dt^nl  aaid,  and  it  4«N«m(*<l  t)   him 

aovor  th«*ir  4^>nnivtion  with  thin  <^iuntry.  I  that  a   grrat    d<ul    of   f'>lly  had    bo4*n 

t\s  to  whii'h  thoj  had  noror  (\>U(*«*al<*d    iifvik«*n,    ab  >ut    hi*    nobb«    Friond   tho 

thoir  hatt*.  Tho  oth<'r  niiti«)nalitr,  whit  h    MotnbiT  for  I\iddin^t<m.     It  hal  b*H»n 

wan  in  a  minority,  lo  ikt^I  with  droad  to    nnid  that  hi*  noblo  Friond  wi*nt  to  lUd- 

tho  m«Mturo  whi<h    would  i»i»vor   th*-ir    fant  for  th«»  puq>»M»  of  ttirrinf^  up  ciril 

ronn«>*tion  with  thin  country,  t/>  b*d')n)(  I  war.     Iltn  nobln  Friond  wan  antinua  to 

t>  which  w.in  thoir  (^lory  and  th«*ir  prido  |  m«-  t  that  char,r<*  fmo  to  far»  if  an  op- 

Indund  wan  in  an  int^Mi'*^  Mato  of  ton-    portunity  woro  jjirm  him.    That  opjH»r« 

*i»»n,  and  »Kiiil  urdor  wai  Tory  niu«h    tunity,  howwfr,  hid  not  b«»on  afTorilol 

d'AtuHnl,    and    ron<b*rod    nui  h    tn>>r«*  ,  him.     It   pi'Mipm]   to   him   thnt   if    any 

critii  d  by  tiki*  ottuutim.     Ho  had  ti^'^d    attack  wa*  to  b^  mndo  npm  th«*  noMn 

tho  wor«lii  m  M<»i;ty  antl  minority,  antl  h«>    L>rd.  it  w>»uld  bo  m*i  h  b<*tt«»r  that   it 

hop^d  th<«  Houno  w<nild  panbm  liitn  if,  *h>*ild  b«>  niid««  to  hin  far«>.  inM<*ad  uf 

ho  c.ill**!   t»   mind   t>io   oxtont  of   tht*    boliitnl  hi*  b.irk.     What  wa*  tho  1«*«aoq 

majority  atiil   (>f   tho    minority.     H<>n   !  t'.iat  nn^ht  b«  drawn  fr«>m  th«t  \init  of 

Mombir*   moro  than    orro   had   •tat»»d  '  tb«'  n-ddo  l/ird  ?     Tho  n-ct^ptiiin  which 

thiit  th«*  Nationalist  Party  in  that  Hiiu*o  '  ho  ^«>t  at  Ibdfa^t.  jti  l^tng  it  br  tho  mt|chl 

wai  !i\o»ixth*  of  tho  wImN  nutnbor  of    ati  1  mii«'««tv<>f  numb«r4and  the  oam«  *t« 

\t\A\  M«'nbor*r«'*urn«H|,    W(miM  an\on««    n-f*  of  tho  |  •  oj»I«»,  wat  a  r^^rvjiimn  which 

t*dl  hiiii  tint  thi*  Nationalist  Party  n*      hirl  probably  never    btin    ^ivon  to  a 

)r»»»»  tited  (jv«»  *i\t!in  of  tho  po|ml;it;'»n  '    •tat»-*?;»in  bofuri*.     Fn»m    all   thoy  had 

t  wa*  porT'^  'Iv  ii<  jr  thit  the  power  of  •  h'sin),  it  wn'ild  be  ditfi<  ult  to  parallel 

a  minority  in  th^  <  tnjr.try  and  tho  oxt»*nt  '  that  r«    «'ption  b%  any  Vu*  rof^al  or  Hoval 

of  it*  r«  |»if»«'iitati 'n  dfpontbnl  v»»ry  much    iiroj»n«n.     Tliev  a  lruir«*tl  the  p>niu*  of 

up  m  tho  wny  in  whu  h  it   ma^  dintrt   !  hi*  noble  Friend,  and  th«'>  a<.knowItfdfr*sl 

bii*«»l.     Ho   i-t'hto'idi^l    that   th«*  «*4te-  i  the  fait  that  by  the  «-xorxiM>  of  hi*  abili- 

nifUt  thnt  the  Ntttiona1i*t  Patty  ropro*  |  ti***  ht*  had  obtained  a  ti  ryctmimandinfc 

»fntfl  five-^ixthn  df  the  entire  populn-    {v  -^iti^  n  among  publii*  thfn.     Ibit  it  wan 

ti"n  of  Irvland  had  not  btM>n  proved.    A  '  not    tho    r<'pntii*ion    ar.«ing    fr>m    htt 

ii.oTft  a*  ■  tir.it**  ralitiUtion  a  a*  that  tin*    g**ni<i*  or  p<  ^ition  that  n*!)**  t(«d  tho  ra«t 

iniii*>rilyaai»oie  tliird.  Hhileth«MU8ijorify    ii<»«eml>U     in     lielfa«t.      Tho     great*  nl 

wa*  two-thirln      H  >r..  M'nii>>«  m  b«dow  ,  «»*«*«  ntnan  that  en r  ln<d  r-iuM  not  havo 

th«*  (ja:i^«ay  had  «{»«>k<  n  of  th*«  niih'ir.ty    drawn  aaay  arti/ant  from  th'*ir  work* 

in  a  •»  •i.t-'what  lontfuptuiut  way  ;   but  '  »ho|  •  but  for  a  caii*c  whi*  h  went  to  the 

ho  could  t«  It  hon.  llemr*'*r«op|x»Mte  that    heart*  of  thoo#  nii*n.     Tho  groat  ou«-«- 

if  th«*y   »har«  1    in  th« «««   f<<hn^   thi-y    ti>  n  <f  tho  Hxpral  of  the  l*nion  ati'l  tho 

««*ro  li«'M.n^  them    a^aiii«t  their  own    n<«veran<'o    of   the   <  mnt-Mion    b«twe<a 

kith  and  km.  *4«ing  tb*  rt*  wa*  a  great     Kn^Iand  and  Ireland,  whnh  wan  thrtr 

numtn'r  of  S<  oti  h  nn  1    Kt)^Ii*h  in  tho    glury,  and  whuh  >Mrt«d  Mm!*  to  th«  tr 

ntinority      So    far    fr  '\\\    tho    tulnority    intu«  <  d«*pthn.    brought    tho    hundn^U 

being  in  any  re«{Hit*  turbu**  tit,  it  waa    and    th"U«at.dn    of   workoieo   together. 

tha  moftt  loduntrioUA,  law-abiding,  and    Ho  had  •tat«d  tbat  the  minority  waa  in 

protperoiu  portion  of  tho  poopU.    Thoy   aaraaat    IIow  did  that  reflect  upoa  the 
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qaeBtion  of  social  order  ?  Would  it  be 
denied  that  at  the  present  time  the  social 
ties  which  bound  people  in  Ireland  to- 
gether were  drawn  so  tight  as  to  run  the 
risk  of  snapping  ?  Suppose  that  in  four 
or  six  weeks  the  Government  made  an  an  - 
nounoement  with  regard  to  Ireland,  had 
they  taken  into  consideration  the  effect 
which  it  would  have  upon  the  excited 
population  of  Ireland?  If  the  result 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  Government 
should  be  to  deny  what  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  expected,  would 
any  Member  of  the  Government  say  that 
that  would  lead  to  peace  and  order  ?  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  deliberations  of 
the  Government  should  result  in  the 
granting  of  that  which  those  attached 
to  the  Union  dreaded,  would  any  Mem* 
ber  of  the  Government  say  that  that 
would  lead  to  peace  and  order  in  Ire- 
land? Then,  again,  if  the  measure 
satisfied  neither  the  one  nor  the  other, 
but  disappointed  both,  would  that  lead, 
if  the  crisis  was  prolonged,  to  the 
promotion  of  peace  and  order  in  Ire- 
land? It  seemed  to  him  that  by  de- 
laying this  matter  they  were  adding 
terribly  to  the  alarming  state  of  the 
country ;  and  if  the  delay  was  persisted 
in  the  crisis  would  become  of  a  most 
fearful  character.  Had  any  suggestion 
been  made  why  guidance  on  these  im- 

Eortant  questions  should  not  be  given 
y  the  Government  ?  The  Prime  Mi- 
nister had  told  them  that  the  Business  of 
Supply  would  necessarily  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  for  some  time ; 
but  if  the  question  of  Ireland  was  a 
question  of  serious  importance,  ought 
there  to  be  any  hesitation  in  taking  the 
time  now  at  the  disposal  of  private  Mem- 
bers? Supply  had  already  given  way 
to  the  Crofters'  Bill,  and  surely  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Ireland  was  a  more  serious 
matter  than  the  Crofters'  Question.  They 
had  been  told  by  the  Prime  Minister 
that  it  would  be  imjMssible  for  the  Go- 
vernment, suddenly  called  upon  to  take 
Office  under  the  present  circumstances, 
to  deal  with  this  matter  as  quickly  as 
some  hon.  Members  thought  they  ought. 
He  was  bound  to  admit  that  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  not  com- 
pelled to  declare  their  policy  when  in 
Opposition  or  when  they  were  striving 
for  Office;  but  he  contended  that  they 
ought  to  have  some  definite  views  now. 
There  never  was  a  Government  more 
prepared  than  this  to  oome  to  a  rapid 
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conclusion.  There  were  in  the  Govern- 
ment two  noble  Lords  who  had  occupied 
the  position  of  Viceroy  in  Ireland,  and 
there  were  two  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  been  Chief  Secretary  to  tho 
Lord  Lieutenant.  Besides  this,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  had  opportunities  during 
his  long  experience  of  considering  this 
question,  and  they  all  knew  that  he  had 
given  attention  to  it  of  late  both  by  day 
and  by  night.  Were  they  to  be  told 
that  the  Government  had  been  four 
weeks  in  Office,  while  Parliament  had 
been  sitting  a  fortnight,  and  yet  they 
could  not  state  what  their  policy  was  ? 
He  did  not  ask  for  a  Bill ;  but  could  not 
the  Government  announce  something 
like  what  their  policy  would  be  ?  The 
Chief  Secretary,  in  a  speech  which  be 
recently  made,  referred  to  tho  critical 
position  of  the  country,  ard  said  that  we 
were  standing  on  the  brink  of  a  crisis 
resembling  that  mighty  cataract  which 
swept  away  everything  with  irresistible 
force.  That  was  the  position  of  the 
country  according  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Surely,  therefore,  they  had  a 
right  to  call  upon  the  Government  for 
some  guidance.  They  had  a  right  to  call 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
to  say,  whether  it  might  embarrass  his 
Parliamentary  plans  or  not— he  did  nut 
say  that  it  would — to  let  the  House  know 
what  was  in  contemplation,  so  that  they 
might  be  the  better  able  to  j  udge  whether 
there  was  any  real  attempt  to  grapple 
with  the  condition  of  social  order  in 
Ireland.  He  would  not  have  trespassed 
on  the  House  so  long  were  it  not  that 
the  matter  appeared  to  him  of  supreme 
importance.  He  would  now  conclude. 
He  would  only  say,  as  he  had  in  the  be- 
ginning, that  he  believed  it  was  his 
right,  and  that  he  should  not  be  fulfilling 
his  duty,  were  he  not  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  Forms  of  the  House 
presented  to-night  for  bringing  forward 
this  grave  and  serious  question.  The  basis 
of  his  argument  was  that  the  social  con- 
dition of  Ireland  was  in  a  dangerous 
state,  and  each  hour  that  passed  made  it 
more  critical.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  asked  the  Government  m-hat 
course  they  were  prepared  to  take  ?  That 
was  a  question  which  the  House  had  a 
right  to  ask,  and  the  (Government  were 
bound  to  answer ;  and  any  delay  in  the 
granting  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates 
that  might  occur  would  be  but  a  aoiall 
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matter  when  compftred  with  the  ad  van-  [  tinduA  preiium|tlton  in  Mjinfc  that  I  am 
ta^*^  that  would  ari^o  if  thoy  could  ob-  i  not  •urh  a  Mtn|»I*'t  >n  inth»  {X'Mtion  that 
tain  (tuch  an  aniuranco  from  the  <  fovom-  I  ocrupy  a^  to  be  1««1  away  by  tht*  ii|m>««(  h 
mont  aa  he  ajilctnl  for,  upon  which  would  '  of  th(«  ri^ht  hon  and  loarotil  (tt«nUoman. 
d<*|>ond  the  future  peac<«  and  safety  of .  Thn  ri^ht  hon.  and  l«'am<K!  (Jrntbnnan 

complain*  <»f  us  that  h«»  cannot  h<*ar  our 
viotrn.  Ho  ho]N-<l  that  w«*  nor*)  goinff 
to  atti'iid  tci  ttio  fk'Kinl  t^>ndition  of  Ire- 
land. \\  hy»  u|K»n  the  wry  fiml  o<"  ,1*1. n 
that  w«*  <K  ( 'ipii- 1  thi*  M-at  ho  «a«  toM  in 
laogunt^fi  I  'liould  haT<*  thought  plnm  - 
t-inir  i»lit -a  10  ]>->««'»«Mn  of  the  p-^icT  «huh  '  fnit  th«r<»  aro  nono  »o  df^af  a*  th«>iu»  who 
ll..r.M,j..iv-«tM.v.ninHnlmi4^d  topurmoc  U^    ^j„  „,,^  ^         ^^^^^^^  ^,  ignorant  an  tha«o 


the  State. 
Amendment  propoiMMl, 

To  l4«r«»  oat  frtMB  the  w.inl  •*  Yh%X  "  tn  thr 
tfk^  of  th«  Qo'tti'in.  in  i>nl<>r  to  %A*i  th<*  «or<i« 
**  th  «  ll<  nt4*  i«un«i)ltr.i;  torntcrtAin  K«tir.«  it*  « 
for  thr  Civil  FUtablithi.-irnt*  la   Ir«!iti«t  Ur.tp 


in  th4t  t  i.untrr/'--  y^'-  U^**^**^ 

— instead  th«*reo(. 

Uuo«tioii  nrop<Med,  **  That  the  words 
propotod  to  w  left  out  stand  psrt  of  thr 
Question." 

Tni:  FHt^T  I/)RI>  oi  tub  TRKA- 
SrUY  (Mr.  W.  hL  (h.Ai>^Tt»Ni[  :  Str.  1 
can  a<*^iir««  tho  right  hon.  and  loanitMJ 
(}enth*inin  ihnt  I  jvorfwtly  undt«r*tnnd 
tho  m«Mli-»t  rtM|u«»*t  at  th«  il'^oof  hi* 
s|M*«<h,  when  he  a«k**d  lh«*  Uov«*rnni«*nt 
for  «'>m<*  guidance.  The  inenning  of 
that  i«i  th:it  he  intftid*  and  d<»<»ir«»*  thn' 
we  nh  u!d  prorUini  tli*^  pnn<  iplo^  and 
bav<t  4»f  tho  iii«tA«ures  whii-h  wo  h(>|io  to 
fratui*  iiutl  introluce  without  being  able 
cither  to  ntitto  tb«*  rea«M>ns  upon  whiih 
they  will  )n«  fuuniled  or  the  parti<  uiiim 
by  which  they  will  be  adjust •«<I  t  >  the 
circum«t(n«*t  (»f  Irt*Ian  1»  and  thst  bv 
an  itn|»ru«l««nce  of  that  kind  on  our  part 
)io  V  >ii«id<'r«,  aftrrthi*irre<«iM.l»Ie  %|M«»h 
lit'  ba4  dehvered,  it  aitl  1m*  no  long<»r 
|>o>n.bIe  for  us  to  evade  a  d«*<  laration. 
and  he  and  his  Frien«!<«  will  be  in  a 
c«>ndition  to  un<!ertake  more  pilgrimage* 
to  the  North  of  Ireland,  of  ahidi  we 
r»*«'ently  ha  I  a  con«p.«  uotu  exsniple. 
and  that  in  tht*  c*)ur»e  uf  th'>«e  pilgrim- 
age they  will  t>e  able  to  utfer  the  kind 
of  ci»ntnbuti<»n  whu'h  we  ha\e  hatl  to- 
night fnmi  thi*  right  h^n  and  learned 
<fcntl«»mati  t  >war«!«  the  •••t!leni«*nt  of  th«« 
great  qtie«ti<m  t>f  the  mm  lal  cmdit  (in  of 


who  a  ill  not  uiidt^r^tand— that  thesis  inl 
<otidition  of  fndandwas  the  very  fir*t  of 
all  the  <|u<*^!ions  that  attracted  and 
fastene«l  our  attention  from  the  fir«t 
moment  of  our  entrance  in^)  (>(n<  •>«  and 
that  attention  has  been  maintainetl  with* 
out  interminMiondown  t«i  thettmeat  whit  h 
I  speak.  The  right  hon.  and  learnoil 
Uentlenian,  Im.iy  obMTve,  has  not  said 
one  Mngle  word  Ufton  the  ftubj**«  t  of  his 
own  Motion.  Ili*!  f<H'ling«  entirely  <lriw 
him  ofTi  and  cauM*^!  him  t  >  forget  the 
pTMp  H'tior  u|>mwhi<h  wo  ar<MnTtt«*d  to 
n^z'*^'  I  may  "lay,  |wi\ing  attmtion  to 
thi«  papi'r  put  int  >  my  hands  this  morn- 
ing'. I  saw  that  the  h<>n.  and  gallant 
M«"nbrr  f-r  North  Armagh  ..\faj«ir 
Saund'TiMin  had  gi\cn  N<>tite  of  a  Mo- 
tion taking  pr<'  etl«*nce  of  that  nitw 
ms<b\  and  di^t  taring  that  the  C(inditi>>n 
of  Indand  i^  •uh  O"*  to  reipiire  th«*  ini- 
mrdtate  attrntmn  of  Her  Maj<*^ty*s  tto- 
T«-rnment,  with  theobj«<t  of  n»«toring 
the  authority  nf  tho  law.  The  right 
hon.  and  barned  (i<*ntlemaii  was  not 
sati«ti*Ml  with  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
and  giUant  M«*mb4'r.  He  thought  ho 
could  impntre  np  >n  it.  and  no  doubt  he 
hoi  the  a«k^'.«tanco  of  the  statesmanlike 
4ualitiei%  and  colb>tive  wi^om  always 
to  be  found  on  thst  B«<nrh.  But  how 
did  ho  r«s'omm«*rid  hi«  Motion  ?  In^trad 
of  m<*r<*!y  ^tiy'xi^tz  in  a  plain  and  intd* 
li^ihlo  fashion  thst  thi<  waa  an  urgent 
niitt<*r.  bf  resort«*<l  ti  th«*  uittm^  rs'is 
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Irolsn!.  Sir,  I  d<i  not  take  credit  to  >  of  l^arlismMit,  and  tbn*at<  ni  d  u«  with  a 
mvM-tf  for  any  great  saiot<  >ty.  '  Lsu^fh  partial  «toppa;;<«  of  *^'ipply.  That  is  an 
t0r  f,'>m  tk0  Ofpi,it(ton  I  am  dt  !i^ht«-d  extreme  rem*iy  which  the  IIott«e  of 
to  be  S)rre«-d  with  th«>se  ffentb^meu  :  I  ^' 'mmons  po%«*>Me«,  and  whi<h  it  ap- 
there  \%  nothing  that  plrast  it  me  more  pb<*%  or  might  ap|  ly,wh<*n  the  obstinacy 
than  to  find  myself  in  perfe<  t  hannony  '  of  «  Oorerument  in  it«  adherence  to 
with  hon.  (Gentlemen  who  are  remark-  <HnN»  or  to  a  particular  |*"biy  is  so  per* 
able  for  th«*ir  experien«  e,  for  their  '  Ter«e  or  extreme  that  nothing  can  fn* 
wisdom,  and  for  all  their  other  high  done  but  to  stop  Supply.  Hut  surely 
statesmanlike  (|ualitie«.  But.  without  this  is  not  a  case  to  warrant  r>*sort  to 
ipving  credit  to  my*«df  for  any  great  this  extreme  remedy.  The  right  hoo. 
sagacity,  I  may,   perhaps,  not  betray    and   learned  Ueatleman  said  we  hafe 
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been  four  weeks  in  Office ;  that  is  rather 
an  exaggerated  statement  of  the  case. 
But  we  are  certainly  approaching,  I  be- 
lieve, the  completion  of  four  weeks. 
Under  these  oircumstaoces,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  finds  it 
necessary  to  bring  out  of  the  armoury 
of  Parliament  this  very  formidable 
weapon,  and  threatens  the  Crown  with 
withholding  the  Supplies  necessary  for 
the  Public  Service.  And  what  does  be 
propose  to  do?  He  proposes — and  I 
do  not  wonder  that  he  said  nothing  upon 
his  Motion,  for  it  may  have  dawned  upon 
him  that  it  was  totally  indefensible— h6 
proposes  to  withhold  the  Irish  portion  of 
the  Supplies.  Was  there  ever  a  proceed- 
ing that  could  be  called,  by  those  who 
criticize  Ireland,  more  Irish?  What 
portion  of  the  country  is  it  that  is  suffer- 
ing from  the  present  misconduct  and 
neglect  of  Her  Majesty's  Government? 
It  is  poor  Ireland.  As  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  tells  us,  the  con- 
dition is  intolerable,  and  is  becoming 
worse  and  worse  every  day ;  and  in  that 
ttate  of  facts  the  prescription  offered  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to  amend  the  state  of  Ireland  is  that  he 
adds  to  this  condition  of  things,  already 
intolerable,  the  stoppage  of  all  the  ser- 
vices necessary  to  work  the  social 
machinery.  This,  I  think,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ought  in 
some  degree  to  have  explained  in  the 
course  of  his  speech.  The  House  will 
remember  that,  instead  of  withholding 
our  views,  we  made  to  the  House  a  most 
important  declaration  —  a  declaration 
that,  after  reviewing  the  social  state  of 
Ireland,  we  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  at  the  juncture  at  which  we  stood 
we  should  not  be  justified  in  proposing 
to  supply  the  defects  of  social  oi^er  in 
Ireland,  whatever  they  may  be,  by 
means  of  special  repressive  legislation, 
but  that  it  was  our  duty  to  search  out 
more  positive,  substantive,  remedial 
measures,  and  to  present  them  to  Par- 
liament at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
consistent  with  the  due  consideration  of 
matters  of  such  comolexity  and  such 
difficulty.  I  have  said,  and  I  must  re- 
peat it,  as  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  found  my  language  so 
hard  to  understand.  That  is  a  stereo- 
typed method  of  proceeding.  It  is  well 
known,  I  think,  that  I  have  been  more 
than  a  half  a  century  in  public  life ;  that 
I  have  spoken  a  great  deal ;  and  that  I 
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was  never  able  to  say  anything  which 
my  countrymen  were  able  to  understand. 
No  doubt  that  is  a  natural  defect  on  my 
part,  which  I  am  afraid  it  is  too  late  for 
me  to  hope  to  remedy ;  but  this  I  havo 
said,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  not 
wholly  unintelligible — that  there  are 
three  questions  before  us  in  reg^ard  to 
the  condition  of  Ireland — the  first,  that 
of  social  order ;  the  second,  the  question 
of  the  land ;  and  the  third,  the  question 
of  the  future  government  of  Ireland. 
These  three  questions  are  so  entwined 
together  that  1  defy  the  wit  of  man  to 
disjoin  them  ;  and  we  hope  to  get  at  the 
question  of  social  order,  as  I  have  said, 
not  by  the  specific  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman — namely,  repressive 
criminal  legislation— but  by  positive  and 
substantial  measures  relating  to  the 
other  two  branches  of  the  subject. 
Well,  Sir,  is  it  really  to  be  said  that 
Ireland  has  suffered  horribly  from  the 
delay  in  the  announcement  of  our  plans  ? 
Why  are  our  plans  so  late  ?  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  what  is  the  time  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  have  for  the  purpose 
of  preparing  plans  dealing  with  sub- 
jects so  large,  so  vital,  and  so  difficult. 
It  ought  to  have  at  least  three  months 
— three  clear  unembarrassed  months — 
before  the  Session  of  Parliament.  Why 
were  we  deprived  of  that  opportunity  ? 
Three  months,  Sir,  there  could  not  have 
been ;  but  there  was  a  considerable  time 
between  the  first  week  of  December,  in 
which  the  Elections  were  decided,  and 
the  Queen's  Speech  on  the  21st  of 
January.  I  do  not  censure  the  late  Go- 
vernment when  they  departed  from  a 
course  of  precedent  uniform  since  1 868, 
and  first  established  by  Lord  Beacons- 
field;  because  when  I  saw  250  Gentle- 
men determined  to  meet  Parliament  as 
the  Government  of  the  country,  I  said 
surely  these  men  have,  and  mean  to 
have,  a  policy  for  Ireland.  They  know, 
and  they  knew,  that  the  last  support  I 
could  give  them  was  at  their  command. 
[Ironical  cheer  $  frum  the  Ofpo$iti0n,'\  I 
Qo  not  say  that  the  Gentlemen  whom  I 
see  cheering  me  knew  it,  but  I  say  that 
the  late  Government  knew  it.  It  is  in 
that  way,  Sir,  that  time  has  been  lobt, 
if  time  has  been  lost.  And  how  was  it 
spent  by  the  late  Government  ?  Well, 
it  was  spent  in  a  hopeless  attempt  to 
consider  the  state  of  Ireland ;  and  the 
right  hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman  to- 
night has  given  ua  an  excuse  so  futile 
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and  to  ludicrotu  that  he  rouiit  indiM*.!  I  willing  to  b«  a  party  to  a  polioj  of  re* 
haro  a  mean  opinion  of  tho  undrntand-  t>r<*%»i<in.  l)ut  to  toll  ut  •implj  thai 
ing  of  this  Iloueo  if  he  belieree  that  InHaueA  thero  «a«  to  be  a  chant(e  in  the 
ht*ro  it  can  nan^  mutter  for  a  n)om<«nt.  |  hands  that  «i*re  to  wield  tho  Kx«<rutive 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  (K*n(le- ;  p<iwor  in  Ireland,  therefon^  the  funda* 
man   hat    t(4d   u«    that    th(«    lato    <fa-    tiii*ntal  pnnci|*le«  of  th^  policjr  of  the 


Yi«mnipnt  on  tho  'iUt  of  January 
had  made  up  itt  mind  to  prt»[Mw«* 
ropreealve  criminal  h'^i^lation  for  Ire- 
land. I  am  not  nit>«repn*«ienUug  the 
right  hon.  and  learno-1  (r«tnt]««man  in 
stating  that  t4>  have  Xn^f^n  the  clear  di»- 
c*ara*ion  that  he  has  mado.  In  the  nr*t 
p]act%  I  do  not  know  how  ii  is  }M»s4il»le 
to  rocuncilo  that  d*'«  laration  with  the  lau- 
gUAgo  of  the  Quoen*s  S|M*ech,  which  wa<» 
*'thst  there  had  lNH»n  during  the  last 
yvtir  no  msrki^l  inrma<io  of  sori4iu« 
crime;'*  and  still  lc«ss  is  it  ]x>*»il>Ie  to 
n-convile  that  dtclaration  with  the  ex- 
pro4ifl  and  explic  it  w^rds  of  tho  right  h-m. 
(fontlMman  the  Memlier  for  Wi*st  Kri^tol 
Sir  Michael  Hicks- Death \  «ho,  on  tho 
Vlst  of  Januarr.  sneaking  in  this  House, 
used  these  words  in  addr«*siiing  us^> 

••  Whether  it  {•  |iOMiM«*  tn  drsl  «ith  ths  mit- 
r«fir«  mill  •"CXikl  ^imttiXm  hv  «n%  further  ft|>pli. 
c  <ti>-n  vt  thf*  |ti»«fl*r«  ft  tli»  ( rtlin«r«  !%«•  i>r 
« hither  it  !■  iM<*««MrT  fur  inf  U  >ifrnm>f(t  V> 
ii*W  I'lrhim'nt  t<t  <•  nfvr  (>n  t^*  K\««  *tMr 
n  !  liti'iuil  |N>«rr«,  srr  <\*u  «ti'  n«  whii-h  "-^ 

what  ?  which  according  to  th«*  right  hon 
(Gentleman   hare   btn^o   divided  ?     No ; 
but— 

•*  trr  qtt#«h«  nt  whi- h   •ill  m«iv^  th<»  ifrm«»* 
t\'\U*  A',\  r4m«  •!   fttt«*nti  iQ  of  tnr  tight  K<*a 
I  tv  u\  U  I  M   inlKr  f<ir  Writer.* tutf^r*'       3  Jimm* 

••'-'.  ..101,  i:*) 

who  at  that  time  had  undertaken  a  mis- 
•«ion  to  Indand,  and  on  wh«»«4>  K(«|)ort  the 
division  of  the  late  Governmont  was  t4> 
d«»pend.  Now,  Sir,  ror  r(»ntention  is  tiiat 
thsee  statements,  iKitb  proceiding  frt>m 
Terj  high  authority,  an*  in  flat,  absolute, 
diametrical  contradiction.  And  then 
c<ittios  tho  futilo  excuM  which  tho  right 
hon.  and  loarnt4  tiont|«»msn  has  b««*n 
lH>til  enough  t4>  palm  tt|>on  us.  Ho  said 
It  was  impossible  to  make  the  announ<^- 


(io%«>mment  could  n<it  l>o  aanouncod,  ia 
to  propound  to  us  that  which  would  not 
pa%s  muitor  in  the  lowest  class  in  a  na- 
tional sc'hcxiL  It  sc««cnii  to  be  forgf>ttea 
that  l>e«id(*s  I»rd  (^arnarron  there  was 
ftfnif*lM*ilT  fUo  in  the  t^abinot — another 
Irishman,  a  most  di«tingui«hed  Irish* 
man.  who^e  able  ex«-rtions  in  this  House 
we  shall  not  lightU'  forg««t~I  mean  I»rd 
Ashbourne.  Whr  was  not  his  presence 
in  the  <*abinet  sufltcient  to  enable  the 
(  abinet  to  bridge  orer  this  vital  intonral, 
and  to  maintain  some  continuity  of  ideas 
btftwoon  the  day  when  I^ird  (^arnarron 
held  OfBc<«  an<l  the  daT  on  which  ho  did 
not  ?  Now,  Sir.  I  will  say  a  wonl  more 
as  to  the  right  hon.  and  leamo^l  (ientlo* 
man's  defcnco  of  this  extraordinary  Mo- 
tion, in  which,  borause  wo  have  boon 
cruolly  and  unjustly  punishing  Ireland 
by  keeping  her  in  painfid  suspense,  ha 
prop«i%os  furthor  to  pUDi*h  hor  by  atop* 
ping  the  action  of  the  Ciril  Service 
of  that  country.  There  is  much  more 
to  be  said  of  the  speoth  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learnod  Urntleman  than 
that  It  t«  a  spe«*ch  for  the  immediate 
applioatiun  of  coenive  legislation  to 
Ireland.  I  hoi>^  I  shall  speak  tnt«l- 
ligibly,  even  to  tiio  right  hon.  and  loara«Hl 
(tentleman,  when  I  tell  him  that  to  auch 
a  purp»a«*  we  will  be  no  party.  I  will 
go  furthor.  and  say  that  it  is  my  firm 
ctinviction  that  if  th(*  late  Oovemment 
had  boon  enabled  by  continuance  in 
i  >tfiro  to  make  thoir  proposals,  the  effect 
of  their  attempt  to  pass  them  through 
tbia  Ilouee  would,  under  the  actual  cir* 
cnmstancee  of  Iroland.  have  Inl  to  no- 
thing but  disastnms  Parliamentary  dis* 
conitjtore.  Hut,  S«r,  tho  right  boo.  and 
leamo«l  Grutloman,  l>esidee  makieg  such 
a  pl«*a.  has  made  it  with  a«\'>om|»4nimonts 


titont,  brt*au«o  there  was  to  be  a  change  j  on  whiih  I  must  otTcr  an  obs4'rvati«  n. 
in  tho  fyord  L  •  utenau'-y  of  Ireland.  Hut  ^  He  has  spoken,  «*«|>ecially  in  the  last 
whv  should  that  make   it   impoesible  ?    p*>rlion  of  his  spoecb,  of  the  cimdition  of 


Was  thtre  no  other  Lord  Ii««utenanl  to 
be  fc»und  ?  I  ci>uld  have  anderstuod  tho 
right  hon.  and  IcMuned  Oontlemaa  if  h«* 
had  gone  a  little  further  into  the  farts, 
and  told  us  that  the  mind  of  Lurd  Tar- 
narvon,  a  humane,  honouimblo.  and  in- 
tslligrnt  man,  was  ao  struck  by  hia  ex* 
|N*nen«o  in  Ireland  that  he  waa  no  loafar 


Irolsod,  and  of  the  relations  of  one  set 
of  Irishmen  to  another  set  of  Irishmen, 
and  the  only  pn>|*or  mode  of  dealing 
with  Indand  in  such  a  case  is  to  star  up 
again  ei  ery  an«  ient  controversy,  to  ag* 
gravate  and  inflame  every  animosity, 
and  to  ahow  us  more  clearly,  if  poasible, 
than  we  aeo  it  already,  that  if  there  ia 
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to  be  hope  for  Ireland  in  the  future,  or 
hope  for  the  relations  between  the  coun- 
tries, it  inu^t  be  from  tbe  adoption  of 
very  different  proposals  and  the  promo- 
tion of  a  very  different  temper  from  that 
of  the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ireland. 
The  rigbt  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
in  his  speech,  said  a  great  deal  more  than 
that,  for  he  has  pronounced  the  heaviest 
indictment  I  have  ydt  heard  pronounced 
against  the  late  Government ;  and  he  has 
likewise  supplied  the  present  Govern- 
ment with  an  acquittal  with  which  I,  for 
one,  am  perfectly  satisfied.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  pressing 
upon  us  an  immediate  resort  to  coercive 
or  repressive  legislation.  He  says  there 
is  nothing  else  for  it,  and  he  proves  it  by 
the  most  ingenious  argument.  He  says, 
either  you  will  fail  to  please  the  Na- 
tionalists, and  then  there  will  be  no 
peace  for  Ireland,  but  increased  exas- 
peration ;  or  you  will  fail  to  please  the 
Protestants,  and  then  there  will  be  no 
peace,  but  increased  exasperation ;  or 
you  will  fail  to  please  both,  and  then  the 
same  mischief  will  occur,  and  there  will 
be  increased  exasperation. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  am  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  wish  to  mis- 
represent me.  I  never  used  the  word 
"  Protestant." 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  much 
obliged  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  I  was  wrong  in  using  the 
word  **  Protestant ;"  I  meant  the  mi- 
nority. The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  proud  of 
that  argument  by  exhaustion ;  and  lie 
does  not  at  all  question  the  fact  that  he 
contended  that  there  was  nothing  to  be 
done  by  any  medicine  for  Ireland  except 
the  drastic  purge  which  he  recommends. 
He  stated  facta  which  are  most  material 
to  the  case  on  both  sides—most  material 
to  the  case  on  our  side ;  for  what  is  his 
— I  will  not  say  his  admission,  but  his 
allegation  ?  He  eeemed  to  suspect  there 
was  some  real  improvement  in  the  state 
of  Ireland;  but  then  he  said — **  What 
does  that  come  to,  and  what  does  that 
signify?  It  is  not  an  improvement 
which  is  due  to  the  action  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government."  So,  according 
to  the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  it  does  not  signify 
how  much  Ireland  improves  through  the 
action  of  the  people,  or  through  the 
action  of  the  popular  leaders,  unless  you 
can  show  that  it  improves  through  re- 

Mr.  jr.  E.  Gladstone 


pressive  legislation.  He  says  there  is 
no  improrement  worth  having  unless  it 
comes  through  the  action  of  repressive 
legislation.  **  Mr.  Davitt  has  been  down 
preaching  order ;  "  I  am  extremely  glad 
to  hear  it;  ''and  the  National  League 
is  mitigating  and  moderating  its  lan- 
guage." Again,  I  am  extremely  glad  to 
hear  it.  But  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  says  not  only  that  he  is  not 
glad  to  hear  it,  but  that  this  is  exactly 
what  alarms  him.  It  is  so  much  the 
worse,  not  only  in  the  sanctuary  of  bis 
private  mind,  which  I  do  not  seek  to 
penetrate ;  but  it  is  so  much  the  worse  in 
this  sense,  if  I  understand  him  rightly — 
that  he  considers  the  fact  that  Mr.  Davitt 
is  preaching  order,  and  the  National 
League  is  mending  its  manners,  as  an 
additional  point  strengthening  the  argu- 
ment for  repressive  legislation.  That  is 
the  precise  representation  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  argument. 
But  I  have  much  more  than  this  to  say. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  drawn  a  dreadful  picture  of  the  state 
of  Ireland  in  order  to  sustain  his  argu- 
ment on  behalf  of  coercive  legislation. 
From  whence  did  he  draw  materials  for 
his  demonstration  ?  What  are  the  dates? 
He  dwelt  particularly  upon  the  deplor- 
able Curtin  murder.  Ho  was  asked  what 
was  the  date  of  that  murder?  He  did 
not  know.  Oh,  Sir,  what  a  delightful 
infantile  innocence  of  reoollection !  Most 
fortunate  for  him  was  it  that  he  did  nut 
know  the  date  of  that  murder.  One 
thing  we  know  from  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  and 
that  is  the  character  of  the  murder  as  he 
views  it,  and  as  in  substance  too  truly 
views  it.  The  character  of  that  murdor 
was  not  ascertained  by  investigations 
carried  on  long  after,  but  became  pal- 
pable at  the  time;  because  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  truly  says 
it  is  not  the  mere  amount  of  crime  in  the 
country,  but  the  sympathy  with  which  it 
is  regarded,  which  determines  its  cha- 
racter ;  and  the  sympathy  in  the  Cartia 
murder  was  manifested  immediately  on 
the  day  of  the  funeral.  Therefore  it  be- 
comes a  matter  of  fresh  and  enhanced 
interest  to  investigate  this  recondite 
and  almost  inaccessible  fact  of  the 
date  of  the  murder.  The  date  of 
the  murder  was,  it  appears,  the  Idth 
of  November,  and  Parliament  was  dis- 
solved on  the  17tb  of  November,  and 
the  Elections  began  about  the  24th  of 
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NoremWr.  Thar*  «m  that  plontj  of 
time,  aided  bj  the  gUriDg  light  of  th« 
t\irtio  murder,  tii  i*xliihil  to  thn  counlrj 
tha  condilioa  of  Irnlaiid  ftt  that  timo, 
and  to  aanounco  to  tho  country  at  tho 
Mlot  tiouft  the  iutotition  of  tho  GoTf^m* 
tnont  to  deal  with  that  condition  in  the 
manner  in  which  alooo  tho  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  crnceivt*^  it  can 
be  doolt  with—nanieljr,  bjr  oatthliehiog 
roproft»ive  l**giftlation.  Where,  then,  wore 
tho  deilaraiiont  of  thi*  (j«>verDment  after 
tho  oi'Curronco  of  tho  <*urtin  murder? 
8u<*h  •«*ntimonte  aa  wo  have  heard  from 
tho  ri^ht  hon.  and  Uamad  Gentleman 
to.ni)(M  were  not  forthc«>uitng  at  all. 
liut  other  d«H'laration«  were  forthcoming 
after  th«»  Curt  in  murdor,  and  jrot  bi*ff>ru 
tho  KltHtions;  for,  unl«*«a  I  am  muoh 
mittaL*':!^!  did  n«it  c«)pj  out  tho  wordu 
of  tho  M»oti*nce,  but  thor  were  supplied 
III,) — n  ik|><*«ih  *a«  made  hj  the  noble 
L»r\l  lhi«  Mombor  f<»r  Taddiugton  I/>rd 
Kau'lolph  (harihill.,  on  tho  'ioth  of 
NoTcnibcr  at  Btriiiingham,  a  wo4«k  aft«T 
tho(\irtin  niunl«*r.  What  natd  tho  noble 
liord  on  tho  20th  of  November?  I  hoiMt 
ho  has  bven  corrottlj  rt*|M)rtod ;  but  he 
i«  h€»re  ti  c->rrt««t  the  atatomont  if  it  it 
ia«i^urati«.  Uu  tho  *JOth  of  NoToubor 
tho  U'ibU*  Lord  taro|>«>ttvd  lohaToapokon 
thu*— 

**  W<»  un<l'rt«ii>k  on  »rr«  (>tin^  <HBc«  thai  «• 
«  luM  fr4««itiijr  ii>  ic  ^•rn  Irxltntl  %tk*\  pr(»- 

Nrvr  ( r  i«  r  )>y  tK«*  **(<•'  !%*•  «:th  vhitK  wr 
pr<««rt#  tir  i<  r  in  Krv<«t>l,  »n>i  tK»t  we  wouM 
«rlf»v  ir  to  4  <  w.t*  it  tho  fttnJiTt ni<*nii  of 
iiNftj  »K.  h  Mr   i».jl»t.«fn»  ha*  f    in«l  n*vr*- 

%kty        I   t«fltMr»   t<»   »»^     thil  up    tu  Ufi*  pTMrot 

dttrthU  -l*<iM  o  \^*»  bo  Q  «l  tm«Uot«y  jiwtibc^ 
A.il.-  4*'h  It  'ff  h%»  Ufu.m*  "f  t«'>'  utrftc«<«  ^i 
a  wn-.i  cK«r«<t«r.   tii    th<*   «h  !•    inn.     «rid 
o'itrirfr  m  IrrUni  h»rr  jpt-atlr  liimintai.r^  " 

Now,  8ir,  firtt  of  all  I  call  attention  to 
that^iMNKrh;  and,  aecondlj,  I  will  aaj 
how  far  it  i«  true  that  rrime  and  outraga 
in  Iroland  had  gr«*atly  dimioiahtnl.  A<^ 
ct»rdi!ig  to  the  nght  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman— and  up<m  thia  tubJM-t  ho 
prai'ti^M  a  torn** what  prud«>nt  reeonr^— 
It  maj  l»e  cloarljr  inforrod  to  be  hii  be* 
liof  that  in  Juno  and  July  laai  the  Ut<» 
Government  were  ju*t»ti«*<i  tu  abandon* 
ing  tho  Oimoa  Act.  lie  haa  not  aaid 
**Ajre  "  t4>thalf>ropo«ition,  but  neither  ha« 
ho  atid  **  No ;  *  and  aa  he  ia  a  Gentleman 
»o  much  alivo  i<i  the  value  of  clear  and 
pvr«p<caou«  apt<«ch,  no  doubt  he  ia  pre- 
pared to  tuvtain  tho  inforanoe  which  this 
raiaea.  I  aaeumo  that  he  think*  the  Into 
GoTommeiU  were  juau6ed  in  abandon- 


ing  tho  Crimea  Art,  beoatiaa  ha  aajt 
there  was  nothing  for  which  thej  woro 
•o  much  atta'ko«T.  I  do  not  know  if 
tho  right  hon.  and  loomed  Oentlemaa 
waa  in  thit  Ilouto  at  tho  time  tho  an* 
nouncoment  wa«  made.  But  mj  recol* 
lo«  tton  it  that  no  attack  whatever  waa 
made  on  them  unloae  bv  tome  of  their 
own  Frieuds.  For  mjM^f,  I  gave  them 
ovarj  oneouragoment.  I  thought  tlio 
««Yporim«*tit  wa«  raah ;  but  I  ccirdiallj 
witho<l  it  au  coaa,  and  nothing  would 
have  Ixion  moro  doli((htful  if  wo  had 
found  that  wo  had  b4t*n  domonatrably 
wrong  in  tho  intention  which  wo  had  prf«« 
vioualy  formed.  Sinco  that  a  groatchanga 
has  takon  placo— according  to  tho  late 
Attornoj  General  f(»r  Ireland — a  great 
change  in  the  condition  of  Ireland,  and 
a  great  change  in  the  viowa  and  inteu* 
tiona  of  tho  lato  (r<ivt*mment.  Whan 
did  tho  two  changoa  ficcur  ?  It  ia  ob- 
vioua  that  down  to  tho  KI*m. tiona  not  tha 
faintoat  intimation  waa  conveyed  bj  tho 
late  Govomment  of  tho  failure  of  their 
•M-iiftuo.  [SirMKUirt  IIuKaHcArii : 
It  waa  intimated. J  Such  an  intimation 
waa  ct>nvejiMl !  Let  ua  h«*ar  it,  and  in 
the  meantime  I  atand  not  upon  an  in* 
titnation,  but  up>n  a  declaration,  a 
aolotun  a*^»reration  made  on  Novembar 
:^0  bjr  the  noblo  I/jrd  that  tha  do«.taioa 
of  tho  Gov«>rnmont  had  l>oon  abundantly 
joatidtHl.  But  now  tho  charge  againat 
us  ii  that  we  do  not  imm«*diatoly  r«*a«>rt 
to  ropn**^iv«*  criminal  legislation.  Tho 
right  hon.  and  loamod  (tontloman  aay« 
there  hae  boon  a  fatal  change.  When 
did  that  change  take  place  ?  Whan  did 
tho  incroaae  of  outragaa  and  of  **  Boy- 
cotting **  cKxur?  It  t«  idle  U>  take  the 
mere  fact  of  tho  multiplication  of  tha 
brancheo  of  tho  National  I^^eaguo  with* 
out  roferonco  to  the  work  which  tho*o 
branchoa  are  accu«ed  of  doing.  Wo 
have  a  teat  of  the  etB«  i«*U('r  of  whatever 
ia  evil  in  the  working  «)f  th*>ee  branch**a 
in  tho  amount  of  **  ItoymttiDg**  in  the 
r«>uotry.  Wlut  i«  tho  history  of  *'  Boy- 
cotting **  in  Indand  ?  <*onv<7€Ml  in  vary 
few  words  int!«^,  in  the  mcmth  of  May, 
bof  iri*  fiord  S|N»ncer  retired,  there  were, 
accord lUtf  to  oHit  ial  R«*tum*,  .^•S  indivi* 
duala  under  the  unmitigatttl  pruarription 
of  "  B4>re'>tting  **and  1 7 1  under  the  partial 
pnja-'ription,  making  "I'll  in  all.  What 
waa  tho  atata  of  things  in  (Ktober,  thrre 
montba  after  tho  retirement  of  I^»rd 
8|)*noer,  and  at  the  time  when,  aa  tlio 
n«*hlr  I/)rd  talla  ita,thodectAon  had' 
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abundantly  juBtified  ?  The  number  of 
persons  totally  '*  Boycotted"  had  risen  to 
165,  and  of  tbose  partially  **  Boycotted  " 
714.  Thus,  the  number  had  risen  from 
227  to  879 ;  and  yet,  according  to  the 
noble  Lord,  the  experiment  or  decision 
was  abundantly  justified.  What  is  the 
state  of  things  with  regard  to  '*  Boy- 
cotting "  now  ?  The  point  is  that  the 
late  Government  said  its  experiment  had 
succeeded  in  November,  but  has  now 
failed,  and  that  there  must  be  imme- 
diate coercive  legislation.  What  is  the 
state  of  "Boycotting"  now?  Between 
June  and  October  ''Boycotting"  rose 
from  227  to  879.  In  the  latest  Returns 
for  January  the  number  was  virtually 
stationary — for  it  has  risen  from  879  to 
900.  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  it  is 
stationary,  as  between  the  dropping  of 
the  Crimes  Act  and  November  it  had  in- 
creased fourfold.  Yet  the  Qovemment 
persisted  in  saying  that  the  experiment 
had  succeeded  until  after  the  Elections 
were  over.  Then,  after  a  considerable 
time,  the  state  of  things  in  Ireland  is 
declared  to  be  intolerable,  when,  in 
point  of  fact,  as  regards  ''Boycotting" 
it  had  undergone  no  change  whatever 
since  November  worth  the  naming. 
What  was  the  state  of  things  in  regard 
to  agrarian  crime?  It  was  this.  In 
November  the  agrarian  crimes  reported, 
including  threatening  letters,  were  84  ; 
in  December  they  were  89;  and  in 
January  they  were  96.  And  yet,  Sir, 
in  October,  when  the  state  of  things 
was  satisfactory,  and  nothing  required 
to  be  said  which  could  produce  a  breach 
between  the  Tories  and  the  Nationalist 
Party,  the  agrarian  crimes  reported  were 
106 — the  highest  figure  of  all  that  has 
come  before  us.  That  was  in  the  month 
of  October,  the  month  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  General  Election.  How  aoes 
the  riffht  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
meet  this  ?  It  is  true  that  there  has  been 
a  change  up  to  a  certain  point  in  the 
state  of  Ireland ;  in  my  opinion,  it  is 
not  a  changpe  which  would  justify  our 
resorting  at  this  juncture  to  repressive 
criminal  legislation.  It  is  true  that  there 
had  been  a  change,  a  great  change ;  it 
is  also  true  that  that  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  month  of  October ;  but  from 
the  moment  that  the  late  Government 
announced  its  change  of  intention  and 
a  determination  to  resort  to  repressive 
criminal  legislation  there  was  no  change 
whatever  of   a   sensible  magnitude  as 
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compared  with  what  had  been  going  on 
for  months  without  their  notice  and  with- 
out their  action.  This  appears  to  be  a 
state  of  things  requiring  a  great  deal 
more  explanation  than  tne  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  afforded 
even  in  his  lengthy  speech.  He  has  dealt 
with  the  Curtin  mnraer.  I  have  shown 
that  the  character  of  that  murder  was 
known  in  the  month  of  November,  and 
it  was  not  until  the  end  of  January  that 
coercive  legislation  was  announced.  He 
has  dwelt  upon  the  action  of  the  Na- 
tional League ;  I  have  shown  that  that 
action,  in  so  far  as  it  is  objectionable,  as 
tested  by  the  amount  of  "  Boycotting  " 
and  intimidation,  had  been  stationary 
since  October,  and  that  the  greater 
change  that  had  taken  place  took  place 
long  before.  What  appears,  therefore, 
upon  the  imdoubted  showing  of  the  fact 
is  this — that  while  the  state  of  Ireland 
was  changing  in  respect  of  crime  and  in- 
timidation, the  late  Government  stood 
calmly  by  with  folded  arms,  and  said  no- 
thing and  did  nothing  that  could  inter- 
fere with  the  then  recently  established 
political  harmony.  It  was  not  till  after 
the  Election  that  the  state  of  things  was 
described  as  intolerable.  Then  it  was 
that  the  late  Government  came  forward 
and  said  that  they  must  have  coercive 
legislation  immediately,  and  that  they 
must  put  aside  all  Business  of  Parlia- 
ment, although,  as  I  have  shown,  no 
change  whatever  had  occurred  in  the 
state  of  Ireland.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  anything  in  the  state  of  Ireland 
now  which  we  can  regard  as  conveying 
the  idea  of  a  radical  change.  I  do  not 
donbt  for  a  moment  the  evils  that  mark 
the  social  condition  of  Ireland  with  re- 
ference to  law  and  the  execution  of  jus- 
tice. The  question  between  us  is  a  ques- 
tion of  the  mode  of  meeting  those  evils, 
and  I  own  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  of  exasperating  and 
inflaming  passion  and  thwartine  every 
attempt  we  can  make  to  deal  largely 
with  the  Land  Question,  or  with  other 
matters  in  which  Ireland  takes  so  deep 
an  interest,  is  simply  to  aggravate  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  situation  ; 
certainly  it  can  do  nothing  whatever  in 
any  sense  to  mitigate  or  relieve  them. 
Tet  I  observed  with  some  satisfaction 
that  the  agrarian  crimes,  whieh  in 
October  were  106,  when  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  OenUeman  saw  no  necee* 
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Mtj  for  r«»preMtv6  l»|n>lAUoii,  dov, 
wh«n  he  U  unnog  repretrnva  legit* 
lation  vith  mi«ht  and  main,  are, 
mt  anv  rate,  a  little  better  then  they 
were,  beceuM  thoj  here  euok  in  P<»b- 
ruerj  to  71.  ;;Mr.  T.  P.  O'a>x!»oii: 
Including thromtrninf^ lottere.  \  1  rather 
belioTo  thftt  the  pro{M)rtion  of  threaten- 
ing letters  in  Fobruarj  waa  rt^tnarkablr 
large.  I  am  not.  hoveror,  quite  fure  ae 
to  that  p«iint ;  but  I  stand  at  pree4>nt 
upon  the  uncpKHitionable  fact  with  re- 
gard to  the  ntinibort.  Now,  I  think  I 
had  aome  juMiAcation  for  tho  statement 
wh«»n  I  »aid  the  right  hon.  and  learnrd 
Gentleman  •upf>litHj  u«  with  tho  material 
for  an  ac()uittal,  and  that  he  had,  on  the 
contrarj,  r«i«i*«l  a  m<Hkt  grave  and  eerioufi 
question  tending  to  tho  rondt^mnatiun  of 
himsflfmnd  his  own  UoTernment.  !)«*• 
caus«»  th«*v  amount  to  this — a  total 
n«'glf^t  of  the  facts  as  to  the  state  of 
Irt*;nn'l  down  to  a  certain  dat**  in  No- 
vombvr,  which  it  would  b<*  invidious  to 
ronn«Ht  too  rl(.s4>ly  with  the  occurrence 
of  tho  Gonoral  KUm  tion ;  but,  at  any 
rat4t,  a  total  n<'i;l<*ct  of  the  state  of  Ire- 
land. And  as  to  the  aM4*rtion  that  u^>  )n 
tho  whole  tho  oxporinient  of  gt>Temitig 
Ireland  by  the  ordinary  law  has  snc- 
ec«HlcHl»  I  hare  shown  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  all  the  adtlitional  evils  that  are 
allowed  to  have  ci>nie  had  come  then. 
Tho  subii<qu«'nt  change  of  intonti«>n 
evor}*lMK|y  prt«umv4  to  have  bo«»n 
fnundcl  up  'U  s«>mo  gn^at  aggravation 
then  Koii)^  on  ;  whorvat  wo  now  find 
that  thori*  w  a«  no  a^cfrravation  whatovrr, 
and  no  addition  to  the  evils  whirh  n«* 
quirtnl  t<>  b««  fn^iNl.  I  must  say  that  tho 
attar k  of  tho  ri^ht  hon.  and  l««arnod 
(tontloman,  tdou^^h  ho  has  ma<loit  undor 
the'  pn>«sun>  of  con  trio  no  a  mnd  tho  shari>' 
niMM  of  its  %tin)r»,  which,  ho  found,  would 
havo  l>«N«n  |>erf«vtly  inti'lorable  unl»%s  ho 
had  brought  this  Motion  forward,  ison<« 
of  tho  f«*4«blriit  atta«  ks  that  I  havo  oror 
witniHi«4d  against  the  poliry  and  tho 
pri>co«dings  of  an   Kxocutive   Govern- 

Loan  EUNKST  HAMILTON  aaid, 
tho  right  hon.  GrntUman  the  Prinii* 
Miniftt«*r  pn>p«>s«*d,  as  ho  had  just  t  »ld 
tho  Hi>u«4»,  to  adupt  poMtivo  and  sub- 
stantial ronn««lio«  whi<  \\  should  doal  with 
the  throo  quo«tions — the  throo  groat 
questions  in  Iro!and  —  namoly,  with 
s«Kial  diftordor,  tKo  land,  and  tho  quee* 
lion  of  aolf-gttvomment  rcdlectivc  Ir ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told  th# 


Houae,  moreorar,  that  tlieae  three  quaa- 
ttona  were  bound  together  by  tiea  ao 
strong  that  tt  was  not  in  the  power  of 
man  to  aoparato  them.  Now,  ne  'Lord 
Kmest  Hamilton  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  (}entloman.  if  these  throe  quostiona 
wore  bound  tO|^*ther  ao  stn>ngly,  which 
was  the  one  question  of  the  three  up'm 
which  the  oth(«r  two  turned  f  For  an 
answer  U>  this  question  the  I'rimo  Minis- 
ter could  do  no  bettor  than  appeal  to 
hon.  (tentlomon  sittin^c  below  the  Gang* 
way,  and  who  profo««<d  to  ropr«*sent 
Irish  opinion.  What  had  the  House 
beoQ  told  by  them  ?  They  were  told  the 
(»ther  night  by  tho  hon.  Member  for 
Ni>rth  bmgford  Mr.  Justin  M'fVHhy) 
that  thoy  drcline<l  to  take  tho  qu<Hitions 
in  the  ordrr  in  which  they  were  proposed 
to  be  taken  by  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minintor.  Tho  hon.  Member 
for  lion^cfonl  had  told  them  that  the 
nuesti  u  of  self|tovornmont  must  come 
tirst.  He  'I»rd  KnioM  Hamilton)  had 
little  doubt  as  to  tho  minds  of  hon.  Gen* 
tlomen  sitting  btlow  the  Gangway  now ; 
but  he  would  like  to  ask  thoso  Gentlo* 
men  had  they  always  put  this  queati<in 
so  promintmtly  forward  ?  What  waa  the 
question   that   was  put    forward    moot 

Erominentlr  at  the  hustinga  during  the 
ist  KIm  tions  f  Ho  had  no  henitation 
in  saying  that  tho  question  of  I/xal  84*)f* 
(Kivemmont  pure  and  simple— that  was 
to  say,  tho  riffht  to  fcovom  tho  Irish 
people  by  an  Irish  Parliament  sitting 
in  Uublin^was  never  put  b^'fore  the 
t>eople  of  Ireland  at  the  Kloc  tions. 
l^Lau^kUr  j  Hon.  Members  might  laugh, 
but  he  cnalleng««d  them  to  quote  a 
single  s^NMch  in  which  Home  Itule 
pun*  and  simple  waa  put  forward  in 
the  way  he  had  deocril^ed.  It  waa  the 
«iueetion  of  the  land  that  was  put  be* 
fiiro  tho  people ;  and  it  was  U|>on  the 
divtimt  undomtanding  that  the  e«tab* 
Itwhinent  of  a  native  Pariiament  would 
l»o  tho  siirnal  f«>r  the  ab«»litton  of  rents, 
the  ostinction  of  landlords,  and  the  re* 
distribution  of  prv>perty.  that  three  84 
4lentlemen  wore  soot  U>  Parliament 
nominally  to  repre-oot  four-fifths  of  tho 
Iri«h  po«ip!«v  Th<-«e  hon.  tieutlemon 
had  twt>  Very  distinct  and  op|¥ieite  aid«  e 
to  thoir  Tiow«'ono  l>eitj^  usf-d  when 
oxpre««ing   them   here,  and  tho    other 

I  when  addroaaing  the  people  of  Ireland. 

I  It  had  been  his    I.ord  Kroeet  Hamil- 


ton's  fat««  to  mix  with  the  crowd  whoa 
hon.  GoBtlenen  below   the    Gangway 
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were  addreaaiBg  friendly  and  sym- 
pathetic  audiences  in  Ireland.  He 
thought  that  if  hon.  Qentlemen  could 
see  the  extraordinary  transformation 
which  took  place  the  moment  they  were 
transplanted  to  their  native  mountains, 
out  of  sight  of  the  Front  Treasury  Bench, 
and  compared  them  with  their  attitude  in 
the  House,  they  would  hardly  helieve  that 
the  mild  and  lamb-like  individuals  they 
saw  sitting  below  theOaugway,  speaking 
in  honeyed  accents,  were  the  same  per- 
sons whom  he  (Lord  Ernest  Hamilton) 
had  seen  holding  forth  in  places  like 
Cork  and  Elinsale.  In  the  House  they 
were  Vesuvius  in  repose ;  in  Ireland 
they  were  Vesuvius  m  eruption.  No 
one  would  guess  that  under  the  tran- 
quil and  placid  exterior  the  fires 
of  Ireland  smothered  within.  He  could 
tell  the  House  that  these  men  were 
now  slumbering  volcanoes.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  produce  extracts 
from  speeches  delivered  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  Gangway,  showing  deli- 
berate intention  to  incite  crime  and  out- 
rage. Those  facts  were  on  record,  and 
it  was  needless  to  repeat  them  ;  but  he 
would  say  that  there  were  many  meet- 
ings held  in  Ireland  where  reporters 
were  not  present,  and  where  the  speakers 
were  not  Kept  back  by  the  fear  of  seeing 
their  speeches  in  print  next  morning, 
where  all  restraint  was  abandoned,  and 
where  it  was  possible  to  sow  the  seeds 
of  crime  in  minds  only  too  ready  to  re- 
ceive them  by  subtle  references.  At 
these  meetings  the  whole  powers  of  the 
speakers  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
ignorance  and  excitability  of  their  credu- 
lous audiences  to  the  one  object  of 
stirring  up  their  passions  against  land- 
lords. The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  had  excused  these 
instances,  when  some  of  his  followers 
had  recommended  their  hearers  to  get 
rid  of  their  landlords  by  shooting  them 
like  partridges,  by  saying  that  they  could 
not  put  old  heads  on  young  shoulders. 
He  (Lord  Ernest  Hamilton)  should  ima- 
gine that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  included  his  own  head  in  this 
category,  because  there  was  no  one  whose 
utterances  could  be  more  easily  con- 
strued into  an  incitement  to  outrage  and 
crime  than  those  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  Gentlemen  sitting  below  the 
Gangway  disclaimed  that  they  were  in 
any  way  concerned  in  or  responsible  for 
the  outrages  which  had  taken  place  in 
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recent  years  in  Ireland.  Very  probably 
they  would  say  that  their  only  object 
was  to  impress  upon  the  people  of  Ire- 
land a  due  sense  of  the  wrongs  they  suf- 
fered at  the  hands  of  the  needy  and 
exacting  landlords.  Well,  if  they  ac- 
knowledged that,  they  acknowledged 
that  they  were  responsible  for  every 
agrarian  outrage  which  had  taken  place 
of  recent  years  in  Ireland.  In  respect 
of  that  he  would  produce  the  testimony 
of  Archbishop  Walsh,  who,  writing  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  in  the  middle  of  last  month, 
and  speaking  of  the  state  of  Ireland, 
said — 

*'  In  point  of  fact,  everv  diBtarbanoe  of  locimi 
order  which  haa  appeared  amongtt  oar  people 
has  arisen  from  a  aenae  of  wrong  entertained 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  occupiers  of  the  soil, 
owing  to  the  merciless  exactions  of  unfeeling  or 
extravagant  landlords.** 

['^  Hear,  hear ! "]  Hon.  Gentlemen  ap- 
plauded the  sentiment ;  but  it  was  a 
mere  sense  of  wrong  that  was  enter- 
tained ;  and  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  had  done  everything  in  their 
power  to  foster  and  promote  it.  Now, 
when  they  considered  this,  and  when 
they  coupled  it  with  the  connection  which 
undoubtedly  existed  in  the  mind  of  every 
Irishman,  and  which,  he  confessed,  the 
present  Government  had  done  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  confirm,  that 
as  long  as  they  were  peaceful  and  law- 
abiding  their  claims  would  be  ignored, 
and  that  the  only  way  to  enforce  the 
recollection  of  their  grievances  on  the 
British  Government  was  by  the  perpe- 
tration of  crime  and  outrage,  was  it  to 
be  wondered  at  that  the  Irish  people 
resorted  to  crime  and  outrage?  The 
Prime  Minister  had  produced  figures  to 
show  that  crime  haa  not  been  on  the 
increase  since  the  expiration  of  the 
Crimes  Act.  [''  No,  no !  '*]  He  begged 
pardon  —  since  the  Election.  At  all 
events,  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gang- 
way claimed  that  crime  had  not  been  on 
the  increase  since  the  expiration  of  the 
Crimes  Act ;  and  what  else  were  they 
told  by  the  same  Gentlemen — that  crime 
had  not  been  on  the  increase,  because  it 
had  been  sunerseded  by  the  safer  and 
more  effectual  method  of  *'  Boycotting.*' 
["No,  no!*']  It  certainly  bad  been 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  that  "  Boycotting  "  was  a 
safety  valve  for  crime,  and  that  so  long 
as    "Boycotting"    was  unchecked,  ao 
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long  crima  would  nol  incrvAM.  Tha  of  tha  Natiooml  I^agua.  and  thaj  vanlad 
momant  utopa  wara  taken  to  aupproM  quirt  and  raat  in  urdar  to  ba  nUa  to 
**  Bovcotting**  th«*j  woro  giran  to  under*  j  pursue  their  ordinary  occupatiooa  ia 
AtAnd  that  the  Mfoty^valve  would  bur»t,  p«^aca.  It  waa  not  hie  int4»ntioB  to  refer 
and  tho  inevitable  (»xpl<>eion  take  placo.  at  any  li^nffth  to  the  absurd  altvmpt  oa 
At  the  prciM^nt  momt'nt,  cnma  waa  oolj    tho  part  of  tha  hon.  Memb4»r«  below  tha 


kept  in  check  bvth«»tupremoeffortaof  th«» 
l^adrri  of  the\ational  Partj ;  but  it  waa 
n(»t  b«auaa  crime  wat  repugnant  to  their 
f«*«*linga,  but  biH^auM*  thej  were  making  a 
final  and  combined  effort  to  obtain  that 
l«*^i«»!AtiTe  independence  which   they — 
h«»  did  not  eay  the  Iri^h  people* were 
an  anxious  to  have  for  c>b\  iou^i  reaMins, 
which  he  n«*ed  not  mention,  and  bv<auso 
thfy  knew  that  at  a  juncture  like  the 
present  acts  of  crini««  and  outtag**  would 
t«*  a  s^Tioua  stumbling  blink  iu  the  way 
of  obtaining  thrir  obj«*ct.     Hut  if  thoy 
wen*  foibsi  in  th«»ir  etPirta  the  r«*»t rain- 
ing hand  would  bo  aithdrawn.     l*ud««r 
sii<  h  cirrum^itanct  n,  if  the  Govrrnniont 
fitilcd  in  its  obvi«>us  duty,  it  would  hare 
tho  bl«Mid  of  many  innocent  people  on 
it4   head.     If    tho  qul*^tlon    wrro    mot 
iirmly  it  would  prove   to   be  no  mon* 
M-rious  than   the   bursting  of  a   a"ap- 
bubble.     Iri<ih  (Vltii  were  not  made  of 
tho  stulf  that  martvrs  were  mado  of. 
Tho   rvty  knowKd^^e  of   th«*  fart  that 
they  could  not  commit  crime  with  im- 
punity was  auinrifut  to  prevent  it.     Hut 
if  c<>nr«*4«ion<i  wero  granttnl  in  th(«  out* 
lmrat4  of  crime  it  would  moat  asaur«*d]y 
b«*  taken  for  weakncM,  and  ba  an  in- 
centive to  frtfsh  crime  for  the  sake  of 
<»t'taining  froth  concesMuns.     lion.  Gen- 
tlemen below  the  Gangway  exclaimed 
a;cain%t  c«>en  ion ;  but  there  waa  now  in 
Inland  c^>ercion  of  tha  ?ery  worst  kind. 
It  «as  ci>ertion  to  c«*mpel  the  p«H>plo  to 
ri>si«t  the  law  of  tho  land,  and  submit 
absolutely  to  the  law  of  the  National 
league.    He  maintaininl  that  if  the  ordi* 
nary  law  was  not  suffiriiut  to  cf>pe  with 
this  state  of  things  tf  it  was  to  be  a 
qui*t}<»n  whether  It  was  to  bo  ciH*riion  ti 
f«'«i»t  or  to  ob«*v  the  law,  could  any  tro 
vernment  h«*Mtate  aU»ut  its  dutj  'r     He 
was  sure  th«*rewrre  st<tue  h  >n.  llemb<*rs 
of   the   IIi»u«e  a  ho   wout«l   agne  with 
him  that,  at  the  prt  •«  nt  ni<'iii«'t4t.  a  m«  a- 
sur«*  wh:«  h  would  suppr««s  ir.iuM  in  Ire- 
land would  l>e  lo«'k<*d  u|>*m.  n<»t  nuly  by 
the  Iy>yal:«ttt.  hut  by  a  ci<ti«id«  rjiM«*  |>or- 
Xi'tii  of  t'te  ('ath«»lics,  not  as  an  Att  of 
c<»enion,    but    aa  an   Act   of  univ«  rval 
emancipation.     Th«*y  were  tired  of  thM 
agitation,  which  was  mining  the  mun- 


Gangway  to reu%ure  a  prominent  Uember 
of  the  I«at«*  Government  'I»rd  Randolph 
Churchill,  for  hia  alb-gtHl  incitement 
to  outrage  and  intimiclation  of  tha 
House  ;  but  he  did  di*sire  to  say  thia — 
that  being  aa  he  waa  t«derably  familiar 
and  c<mvf«rsant  with  tho  language  and 
»t}  lo  which  those  Lon.  Gentlemen  adopted 
iu  their  native  ccmntry,  it  appeared 
to  him  supremely  ludicrt>ua  that  they 
ahould  seriously  and  with  all  eolemnity 
expnos  virtuous  indirnation  at  tho 
V  mduct  of  the  noble  I^>rd«  and  that 
they  sliould  try  to  misinterpret  his  mean* 
ing  into  an  attempt  to  incite  the  people 
to  outrage.  He  had  read  the  apeoch  of 
the  noblo  Ixird,  and  also  the  reecduticma 
pasaetl  in  the  recent  meeting  in  Belfast, 
with  interest  and  with  eare,  and  ha 
failed  to  see  in  the  langnaga  of  tha 
noble  Lord  or  in  the  wording  of  tha 
re^dutiona  anything  but  an  expressicm 
of  the  opinion  which  was  entertained  nol 
only  by  tlie  Ijoyalists  of  Ireland^  but 
which  ho  had  every  raaaon  to  believa 
was  shared  even  Inr  many  of  the  most 
devoted  admirers  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  (tangwar,  and  that  waa  whoa 
they  oontemplatiHl  tha  poosibility  of 
handing  over  the  entire  control  of  Irtah 
affairs  to  tha  ramellita  Meml>era  they 
must  remember  that  a  long  tern  of 
apprenticeship  in  the  art  of  brewiar 
scMial  di«order  and  in  creating  aociM 
dithculties,  though  it  might  poaaiblv 
ingratiate  them  for  tha  time  baing  with 
cettain  cloasea,  waa  hardiv  calcolatad  to 
tit  them  in  a  marked  degrea  for  tha 
dutius  of  legi«]at4>ra,  excellent  aa  they 
might  be,  and  excellent  as  th«*y  undoubt- 
e<lly  «(*re  in  thf»ir  present  capacity  aa 
s^i'ators.  If  their  past  actions  were 
tsknn  as  indications  what  might  be  ex* 
ptrttni  in  the  future  ?  The  pMbability 
waa  that  as  framera  of  the  law  aad  pra* 
s4<rTers  of  the  {>e«'  o  they  would  prove  lo 
Im*  ridiculous,  worthless,  and  incapable. 
Ih  •  was  the  unsh^rable  opinion  of  a 
larg«»  porti«»n  of  the  Irish  population, 
aud  this  opiuiMtt  the  people  vould  ex* 
prese.  As  long  aa  there  waa  liberty  of 
speech  in  the  c  >antry  they  would  coa* 
I  tiBue  to  proteat  against  a  fi.rm  of  go%  em- 


try.    They  wara  tir\<d  of  tha  dominatioa  I  meat  which,  act  taking  into  auaeidera 
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tion  other  grave  facts,  they  had  every 
reason  to  believe  would  in  itself  prove 
ridiculous  and  incompetent,  and  make 
Ireland  the  laughing-stock  of  the  civi- 
lized world. 

General  GOLDSWOETHY  said, 
that,  as  an  Englishman  who  had  spent 
many  years  in  Ireland  and  had  thus 
acquired  a  considerable  knowledge  of 
the  Irish  character,  he  felt  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  make  a  few  observations 
iipon  this  question,  especially  as  the 
House  had  heard  a  great  deal  in  refer- 
ence  to  it  from  hon.  Members  wlio  had 
no  acquaintance  whatever  with  that 
country.  At  the  present  moment  an  ex- 
ceptional state  of  things  prevailed  in 
Ireland.  The  Queen's  writs  did  not  run 
in  that  country,  and  the  people  were 
practically  at  the  mercy  of  the  National 
League.  The  National  League  had 
ramifications  all  over  Ireland — a  fact  for 
which  the  landlords  themselves  were 
greatly  to  blame.  When  the  National 
League  first  came  into  power  the  land- 
lords should  have  called  attention  to  the 
power  that  was  gradually  overspreading 
the  country,  and  to  the  growth  of  a 
tyranny  under  which  people  were  prohi- 
bited from  entering  into  free  contracts 
and  from  discharging  the  ordinary  duties 
of  life.  The  Irish  Question  ought  to  be 
approached  from  a  National  and  not 
from  a  Party  point  of  view.  To  show 
how  little  he  was  biased  by  Party  con- 
siderations in  reference  to  this  subject, 
he  might  say  that  when  he  found  that 
the  late  Gh)vernment  had  made  no  state- 
ment in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  of 
their  intention  to  proclaim  the  National 
League,  he  wrote  to  his  friends  in  Ire- 
land asking  them  to  communicate  to  him 
facts  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
things  in  that  country  which  were  within 
their  own  knowledge,  so  that  he  might 
have  materials  for  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  subject  at  an  early 
date.  In  response  to  that  invitation  he 
had  received  a  large  number  of  very 
valuable  communications  which  showed 
that  the  landlords  could  not  g^t  their 
rents  from  their  tenants,  and  that  even 
those  tenants  who  were  in  a  position  to 
pay  and  who  were  willing  to  pay  their 
rents  were  prevented  by  the  National 
League  from  doing  so.  The  present 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  bad  arrogated  to  himself  the 
right  of  determining  which  of  the  writs  '. 
from  Her  Majesty's  Courts  of  Justice  I 
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should  be  permitted  to  run,  and  he  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  ready  also  to  prevent  the  mortgagees 
from  foreclosing  on  those  estates  on 
which  the  landlords  were  prevented 
from  meeting  their  obligations  in  conse- 
quence of  his  action  ?  In  one  of  the 
letters  which  he  had  received  from  Ire- 
land it  was  stated  that  the  people  had 
cut  down  the  woods  on  the  estate  and 
had  burned  the  timber,  and  had  threat- 
ened to  out  off  the  ears  of  the  agent 
if  he  interfered.  [An  hon.  Member  : 
Where  has  that  taken  place  ?]  Not  being 
anxious  that  any  person's  ears  should  be 
cut  off,  he  must  decline  to  give  names 
or  places.  Just  before  coming  down  to 
that  House  to-day  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  an  officer  in  the  Army  asking 
for  the  loan  of  £25,  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  in  want  of  almost  the  necessaries 
of  life  in  consequence  of  the  non-pay- 
ment of  rent  on  his  Irish  estates.  In 
May  next  a  large  numberof  loans  would 
become  due,  and  if  the  Queen's  writs 
were  not  to  run  in  Ireland  the  landlords 
would  be  totally  unable  to  meet  their 
obligations.  In  his  opinion,  the  Irish 
people  had  not  been  properly  treated. 
The  votes  of  the  Irish  people  ought  to 
be  disregarded  and  justice  ought  to  be 
done,  not  only  to  the  tenants,  but  \o  the 
landlords.  The  question  bad  been  raised 
as  to  whether  Ireland  should  have  Home 
Eule ;  and  he  should  like  to  know  whe- 
ther hon.  Members  were  prepared  to 
hand  over  to  hon.  Oentlemen  below  the 
Oangway  the  actual  manipulation  of  the 
affairs  of  that  country  ?  He  might  say 
that  whatever  Government  suppressed 
the  National  League,  which  body  was  a 
disgrace  to  Ireland  and  also  to  this 
country,  they  would  have  his  support, 
and  if  the  present  Government  brought 
forward  effectual  measures  to  uphold 
Her  Majesty's  authority  in  Ireland  he 
was  sure  they  would  have  a  much  larger 
majority  than  they  now  had  in  that 
House.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  had  stated  that  he 
was  prepared  to  protect  the  Protestante 
of  Ireland  as  well  as  the  Catholics  in  the 
event  of  a  Home  Eule  measure  being 
passed.  He  had  no  doubt  that  that  was 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  intention,  fiut 
there  was  an  old  saying  ''that  he  who 
pays  the  pipercalh  the  tune,"  and  though 
the  hon.  Gentleman  might  be  very  use- 
ful to  the  people  who  now  emploved 
him,  still  the  moment  he  ceased  to  play 
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th«  tupo  th«>jr  withiHl  him  to  plaj  hie 
power  would  bo  gone.  If  thf*y  ^to 
Homa  RuU  to  IreUntl  tkon*  wouM  be 
nothiDfC  but  j(>bb<*rj  pnirti»ed  there. 
He  winheii  tn  prrUe^t  a(^in«t  any  (plater 
power  beinfr  ^ra^n  Ui  the  Irish  nation 
until  tha  NAtional  League  waa  sup- 
prt*s«ej. 

Ma.  JOHNSTON  unid,  that  the  quot> 
ti'iu  now  bofore  the  Houne  was  ono  thnt 
»o  Inr^t'Iy  intor«*i>t«^l  all  th«*  I>>ynli«t 
Mf*iibcr4  from  Irt»Und  thnt  it  wouM 
n(»t  bo  right  if  ho  ht'«itnt«*l  fur  n 
shtirt  time  to  trouble  the  Hou*o  in 
laying  b««roro  it  « )ine  of  tho  Ttowti  of  the 
o  )nMitucnc/  which  ho  r«'pn«»t>nte«i  uj*  )n 
the  quoiition  of  the  future  w«*ll.b4  ii.^ 
and  ^>v<Tnniotit  of  Irdstid.  The  li«>n. 
Memb«»r  for  tlie  V'xir  of  (\»rk,  on  rarious 
(xva^ion^*  hid  tnktm  chxv  to  utt**r  with 
no  unrortain  t  >i<  o  the  «<*ntim«i}l»  of  th<* 
groat  Tarty  whirh  h'^  led.  He  quite  ad- 
U)iU<Hi  thnt  it  wni  a  grriit  Party.  It  ws<« 
a  Piirty  whii  h  wn«  i^rll  organi/*^),  tho* 
ro'ii^hly  unttotl,  and  whitli  had  no  indo. 
finite  objo'-t  or  uQc«*rtain  aitn.  It  aiti.i'  1 
At  the  uttiT  annihilation  c»f  the  I^'^t^- 
Utivo  I'ni.«n  b«»tw«M«n  <tr«»at  lint  tin 
nntl  IrtOand  and  nt  bn  nking  up  tho 
wholo  Itritith  Kui|>tre.  **  ^it^  ^o  !  "  ] 
It  wa«  all  Vfry  well  for  hon.  <n*n« 
tl*iaf«n  t4>  cry  **  No !  *'  but  hi*  might 
|>«»;nt  out  that  in  a  recent  publtcutton  of 
a  nowAjMiper — which  he  •»>aiotimc^  read, 
aiiil  whuh.  no  doubt,  the  hon.  Metuben 
b«*low  tho  t}«ngwny  resd  regiilnrly  and  ' 
rajrerly  —  »nll«Ml  Th*  Irt»k  li'^rU,  of  th«« 
o"tli  of  Jauunry  la«t,  there  ap|H*sri<l 
%-**u**  (ttrrovpindi  nro  under  tho  h(«Ailing 
••  Trsn*ntlaiitio/*  whi«h  si^oko  «»f  Ire- 
land's nti^«:i»n  todr%troy  th(*  Hritt>h  Ern- 
trr«».  It  wa«  for  this  nii«^ion  that  tht* 
National  I>»a;rue  hsd  bo4<n  ori(aai£<-d. 
Well,  he  wt^htnl  to  draw  stt«*btion  to 
th*«  fit  t  thnt  an  hon.  Meralier  b«*low  . 
th<«  (fsnjj^wtty  wroto  a  wiM*kly  Utt**r  to 
the  ot^in  of  tho  Ii«*aguo  iti  AnHr«(A 
uridrr  tho  ^i^tisture  of  *'  Tran^stlar.tH  **  j 
•*  Nam**,  n  imo  !  "  W«'ll.  pn  l»nhlv 
i»!i  4t^ntl«•mt•n  w.»iM  crv  *•  Oh,  t»h  !  'j 
i(  ho  ftni  1  it  was  Mr  T.  R  oTonn  r.       ' 

Mc  T.  F.  DToNNtiU:  I  ri*..t.»guo[ 
th<»  to   M  ctuphtti*  r  lUtra-lif  tMQ  to  th:it 
s*  i*oir.*'rit.     I  noTor  wrt>!e  a  hL«  in  7^ 
/  nK  U'trli  in  mv  lift*. 

Ma  JuHN^ruN  said,  th«t  was  very  > 
sstiufdi  t>  TX,  snd  ho  w«iuld  withdraw  the 
M  i!«  lii^ni.     Hon.  tfi>ntlonion  Wlow  tho 
Uarigway  uften  sp«>ke  about  tho  wrtmgs 
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of  Ireland,  past  and  preaant  Thisgena- 
rous  country  waa  alwaya  raadr  U>  listen 
t->  the  story  of  the  wnmgs  of  Ireland  ; 
but  because  statemonts  made  by  soma 
Iri«h  Monibots  were  uncontradtcfed  in 
that  Ilou«o,  Kngliiihmen  thought  they 
,  Wore  tncapablo  of  ct>ntradi<  tion,  ana 
thervfon*  hoIioriMl  thorn.  The  noble 
I»rd  tho  Member  for  Paddiogtun  ;Lard 
Iiaiid<d|)h  (^hurrhill  hnd  boon  accus^^d 
of  uttoring  violent  language  and  inciting 
to  civil  war.  Hut  hi*  fthmild  like  to  |w>int 
out  thnt  thoro  wn«  suih  a  thing  as  an 
Irifth-Ainerican  military  organirttion  on 
tho  othor  side  of  the  Atlanttr.  It  might 
ntit  bo  known  to  every  hon.  Mom)>erof  tho 
Hou^e  that  Tatritk  Kgan,  who,  for  rra* 
sons  which  mi^ht  l>o  easily  ttnd«*rsti>od, 
thought  |>ro|K*r  to  |>l-i'-e  the  bnrA'i  At* 
lactK  b«<tAi*on  hin*«*  f  and  the  adminis* 
trati  in  of  ju^ti*  a  in  Ireland,  waa  now 
PioMdont  of  tho  National  league  in 
Aiu«'ri«tt.  There  apiM'aro*!  in  T^t  Inak 
IVQfld  in  January  la^t    the   fdloaing 

letter:  — 

-  New  York  City.  J»n  ti,  M. 

**  t:.ltt.T  /'  •\  W  ;f.-I  am  kU'1  t'l  •>«•  by 
thr  anti  ■in'«*tTi<r)*«  in  \*  iir  l««t  imqi  tK«t  thn 
|ifv|  trttt -ns  f>*r  thn  ln«h*Am«nr«n  nuiitsnr 
ct..  kai]ia»<ni  %%  N««ark  N  J  .  a^ii  K-*urth  of 
J<«It  ar**  pf'""*  ■Idiif  •!«  4<lii\  Iq  %%•  w  f«br« 
<  I  kll V  •  f  « ^  »t  )  %•  Ut(  !%•••«  um«l  iici  thr  Mh'  r 
w  !«•«  tK<*  aiilil»r%  in<  «• .  .tnt  oUt^ht  t«>  If  I  «-ktU 
on  a*  of  auprptt**  tmt<*-rtAnrr  anil  ova^t  t<>  !« 
hriartilv  •u{>[-  rtrU  b>  all  in  s  «a<vn»  aa4  dtflsn> 

**  111'*  ti.4n[«K->  t.ni;<ntt#  an  tiS«^  can  Ix-vt 
br>r..*  k**  ul  it*  «i«  %• !  >\  n**  ot  ant)  yr%.  ti«  al  ai»|»)i- 
c it. -n.  ar.  1  I  t^ 'P  fun  ?•■;•  th«t  «t.t'  all  Ir.ah 
Ariiirt*  to«  wu.  i:t«rrTtr%  «n'  •«iraff«*fln«nt  to  th« 
oili««ra  «b>  ha^t*  atarirtl  tl.»  pr«>'"t,  Ui«r«<  niU 
\m  no  atti  itipl  fiKatr>i*r  mi'l*  \t\  \tis  parti«a  iiC 
un  !<r  ar>\  }  n-trtTt  t*'  murfcrv  m\\U  t'**  ir  m  trk. 
I>i  t    tl.'  tn  IT  •  «>n  as  th«  %  h«rr  \»  .^un,  an*i  tha 

it  ♦!.••  «.il  \t^  Qiit  4»ti:\  i-f»«l  !•*■.*»  t>  tbttli- 
»  Uv%  aU'l  tlw  ir  la  «  in  th**  t  t.i'.r«|  Stat<a.  but 
b«  .p  Kri-4tij  to  airaac*  th«*  caiM^  c»f  lri«h 
li"-itj.  "Ui»ta^l4*  '* 

And  ho  ^Mr.  J«>hii*ton]  do^-tar**!  hitlndief 
that  hon.  Mombors  bol<>w  the  Uangway 
Wire  in  Iri;;i«*  with  the  c  t.«|  irators 
a- ro*«  the  Atlantic  in  orti»T  t«i  con  pai^s 
the  d<Mru4t:on  of  th<«  ltnti«h  Krupir**; 
but  tho  I»\ allots  of  Ireland  wore  pnojd 
t  >  bolong  to  tbo  Hrttiah  Kr.ipiro.  (»f 
whtiU  th«y  won*  dotfrmint^d  over  to 
form  A  pAit.  In  fA«t.  th**  <•  ntenta 
of  th«ir  l-tlors  in  Tu  Irttk  If\ri4 
Wi'fo  in  com|».ote  c  mfomiity  wi'h  tho 
uttorar.t  oa  of  tho  I^-a<I«r«  of  tho  Ir.ah 
Tarty  in  this  country  and  in  Ireland.  A 
httle  whilo  ago  Mr.  *rsm«ll  said— on  th<« 
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6th  S^tember,  1880— [Zai/^A/^r] — well, 
hoD.  Members  no  doubt  looked  upon  what 
was  said  five  years  ago  as  ancient  history ; 
and,  at  all  events,  they  did  not  like  to  be 
reminded  of  their  own  words.  Mr.  Far- 
nell  said — **We  will  work  within  the 
lines  of  the  Constitution  as  long  as  it 
suits  us."  How  long  it  would  suit  them 
would  depend  upon  the  action  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury — whether  governing  Ire- 
land on  the  principles  that  the  country 
had  been  governed  by  British  statesmen 
from  generation  to  generation,  or  whe- 
ther he  attempted  to  carry  out  the  new- 
fangled ideas  which  he  had  taken  up  in 
order  to  seat  himself  on  the  Treasury 
Bench.  It  would  also  appear  from  cer- 
tain passages  in  The  Jrith  World  that 
there  was  a  quarrel  as  to  whether 
Bussians  or  Irishmen  were  entitled  to 
the  honour  of  the  invention  of  the 
dynamite  mode  of  warfare,  and  that 
Irishmen  claimed  the  honour.  In  deal- 
ing with  this  question  it  was  neces- 
sary to  make  some  allusion  to  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  priests  and  Fre- 
lates  of  the  Church  of  Home.  For  a 
long  time  those  reverend  gentlemen  had 
held  aloof,  and  had  looked  upon  the  Far- 
nellite  Farty  as  revolutionary;  but  of 
recent  years  they  had  been  compelled 
by  the  force  of  circumstances  to  place 
themselves  at  the  head  of  the  anti- 
English  Farty  in  Ireland,  and,  seeing 
in  that  Farty  the  means  for  carrying 
out  their  ultimate  designs,  they  had 
now  thoroughly  identified  themselves 
with  it.  There  was  one  thing  upon 
which  the  Boman  Catholic  clergy  and 
the  Farty  led  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  were  at  one,  and  that  was  the  de- 
sire to  aooomplish  the  destruction  of 
Orangeism  in  Ireland.  He  would  call 
attention  to  recent  utterances  of  Arch- 
bishop Croke,  who  said  he  wished  to  see 
the  country  restored  to  its  pristine 
vigour,  that  commerce  and  agriculture 
and  honest  industry  might  flourish, 
Orangeism  be  broken  down,  and  that 
the  green  flag  might  float  once  more 
over  a  prosperous  peoplo.  It  was 
within  the  knowledge  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers that  in  the  Province  of  Ulster, 
where  Orangeism  flourished,  commerce 
flourished  also ;  whereas  in  the  other 
parts  of  Ireland,  where  the  Orange  In- 
stitution scarcely  existed,  commerce  was 
almost  extiDguiuied,  and  honest  industry 

Mr.  JohmUm 


was  rewarded  by  being  "Boycotted." 
The  only  industry  the  National  Party 
cared  to  support  in  Ireland  was  the  whisky 
industry ;  for  when  it  was  proposed  to 
close  the  public-houses  on  Sunday  in 
Dublin  they  held  a  mass  meeting  in  the 
Fhoenix  Park  to  protest  against  it.  It 
had  no  doubt  disappointed  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway  that  the  anti- 
cipation  of  The  Irith  World  with  regard 
to  the  recent  change  of  Government  had 
not  been  realized.  A  paragpraph  had 
appeared  in  that  paper  to  the  following 
etfect : — 

*' Chief  Secretary  Paraell. — I  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  time  haa  come  for  Parnall  to 
accept  the  Chief  Secretaryship  of  Ireland.  It 
is  due  to  the  Irish  Party  that  the  offer  of  the 
office  be  made.  It  is  a  hundred  times  moro 
important  for  Irishmen  to  administer  English 
laws  in  Ireland  than  to  make  laws  for  them- 
selves and  have  them  administered  by  aliens,  aa 
under  the  regimi  of  1782.  Of  the  four  new  law 
officers  of  the  Castle,  it  is  expected  by  many 
that  Tim  Healy  shall  be  one.  There  will  bo 
no  difficulty  about  Pamell's  or  Healy'a  re* 
election.** 

He  was  afraid,  however,  that  those  an- 
ticipations had  been  grievously  disap- 
pointed. He  wondered  if  the  Frime 
Minister  had  made  any  overtures  to 
Mr.  Famell — he  begged  pcurdon,  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork — on  the 
subject.  [Home  Mule  cries  of  *  *  Divide ! "] 
He  knew  that  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  were  always  very  anxious  to 
divide.  They  had  expressed  a  great 
desire  a  night  or  two  ago  to  hear  some 
statement  from  the  Benches  on  which 
he  sat ;  but  he  had  waited  in  vain  for 
any  of  them  to  rise  and  attempt  to  ex- 
plain the  damaging  statements  that  had 
been  made  against  them  and  their 
League  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Dublin  Univeraity. 
Were  they  prepared  to  repudiate  in  that 
House  the  charges  brought  ag^nst 
them ;  or  would  they  not  substitute  for 
their  mild  and  dove-like  utterances  in 
that  House  those  violent  speeches  they 
made  in  Ireland,  such  as  that  he  was 
about  to  quote?  In  October,  1880,  a 
Gentleman  whose  name  was  reported  to 
be  Biggar  made  use  of  the  following 
words :  — 

*'  Now,  our  worthy  chairman  in  his  speech 
said  that  it  was  undesirable  that  anything  in  the 
way  of  violence  towards  the  landlords  should 
be  perpetrated.  Now,  on  that  snbieet  1  will 
say  this,  that  the  Land  Leaffoe  as  a  body  waata 
to  do  what  ia  moat  benefioiiJ,  and  they  do  aol 
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•  m«..ne  whom  ihoy  UiJ  nui  inl-od/'  d^lihi^riitoly  chftrf^  tb«  rrti»nlonl  of  the 

«•    ..        lA  1.^'    •  I.A    I  /     A     «!.  Irifth  NatioDal  Lund  I^ama  with  com- 

II..  thought  he  in.Kht«l«o  ,*fT  to    h«  ^j^j^^  ^j^^  ,^^  M«,«nlu«n  l-r*-  of 

.nonnerm  which   tho   I^l.r   of     ,*  ^^^rf^.     jh*  nght  hon.  Oontlemaa 

r.rty  iHjlow  th«  Utnffwy  •P«k»  <«  th.  ^j^       ,^,,  occ-ioD- 

pamo  %ii(»j(ict.     Nix««ktnK  an  the  !lMh  of 

S.pti*mhor.  I«^0,  At  Now  Romi,  th<»hon.  ,  *•  ^f «•  '>T".**?  ****  Am.nr»  it  lb*  i>nlr 

MomUr  for  iho  Citj  of  Cork  •aU-  'r:V  '  'kMIIV     w'1!i".*"'  7^Tr«*^ 

•^  Amine 4  n(*  um  nrtir  i<  una  tftir  1 1  uU^r  un« 

*•  I  !.t.l«i«>f«]   in  rtf'rrtnKtii  a  Mtl  <.<«ur-  wrU  ff  .Ii%»|  j  ri»v»l  «^  •«(  wh«t  t«kn»wa  «« lh« 

,f...>«)>  t)  t<*k  i>Ii«o  Uti  \r     thr  tK     !i'tir.  or  a*«»**in«ti  n   ltt«ritur«*uf  lh«t  tuntrjr.     SkA 

atti-nipt««l  •h"<>ttn)r,  «.f   ft  Un»|    ftcvnt   in   thtt  An  •nftn  liUntur**  — r.-»,  U.'ivit  n«if  ftfl  Am«. 

iititfh*-  urh.-J-I  hil«ifth<xl  to  |»  inl  out  that  '»'  "*  ^ko  J ■*•  n  4  ipuni  an4  J.»ftth#»  it  .  bot 

tt<«<iur«r  li»  tiiih  ni  .iaur<>«  of  pr»»«'«>l4ro  \%  rn*  ,  thrr»  ar*.  it  i«  mI  l«>  ••r,  •  knr»t  of   Infthm^v 

\\xt\y  unn**.»«rr.  au.I  al^.I-jlcly  pr« ;..  ImiI,  j  '»*»'»  »r«»  n..l  MhtmtU  U>  i-  int  out,  tn  th*  I'r*** 

»h«rrlli»rr  \%  ft   ••iit.iMr  or.;aDir4ti'»a  ftm- dj(  •Huh  lh«v^  mAinUtn,   Kuw    lh«»  thiii*  of    lUr 

tK"  Ubantft  lhrm»«  l^rt."  '  M*;««t\'«  N»»y  ou^rht  t<«  N«  >•)  .wn  u.l-*  the  air 

t      t    •  II  •    I       «  t  to  d««tr  V  lhi»   |-»wtr   «f    l'ni;Un«l    bT    ••rivi 

Thoy  liott  hoanl  that   ni,;ht    fn>m    tho  tr«>».hi^T'.  and  hov  indiU'luftU  ther  ftr^|4««w4 

ri<ht  h'»n.  OtMitlvnmo  tho  M<>iiibc<r  for  to  wc\*<{  «»u9ht  t«>  W  mft«U  thr  obtrct  of  tb« 

l»uhliri  rniroriilv  .Mr.  Iloloii^^;  s  tor/  ^»"'<'  «»'  ^^^  •mxmxn  Uftau-t thty  do  aui  cuo. 

jMith.  tic  n.  count  Vf  tho  munler  of  Mr.  '***  ^  ^***  "•*  |"*^  r-l*l-'' 

<*iittin.     Uut  the*  right  hon.  (i<»nttf*inan  Tho  wholo  policy  of  tho  NationalioU  was 

th<«  Triino  Minister  trotted  that  account  to  di«tintogr«to  tho  Kmpin*.     Thai  waa 

in  a  rAthor  yn^  ho  manner,  and  a  ^ntilo  tho  ofgott   of  tho  I'Diti^J  Irishmon  ia 

{»Uyi«d  u|Mm  tht>  right  b«>n.  <}ont!oman*0  tho  Hohellion  of  I71^H.  and,  down  to  ika 

cnuutoiian'o  when  no  *a:d  that  tho  ri,;ht  pn«i4»nt   day,    tho   wh<  lo  piliry  of  tha 

hon.  ttrntlcman  tho  Momh<*r  f<ir  IhiMin  i*artr  waa  to  dcfttri»j  tho  welfan*  and 

rnJTvr^ity  had  f(»rg«>tt<*n  tho  dato  of  tho  '  pn>«pority   of    tho  country,     llo    no«-l 

oi'urr«n<o.      IVrha{»«    tl «»    right   hon.  «»nly  point  to  tho  rocont  attompt  of  7Atf 
(tiiith'iiian  tK«*  rrirno  Mitii^tiT  had  fur*  *  tre^wmnB  Joumtl  to  damago  bank  Atock 

gt>tt«-n  tho  diito  uf  tho  munlor  of  (fono*  in  Irolaud.     Whon  tho  Princo  of  Waloa 
rat  (r-nlon  wh<>n  ho  wa«  «<>on  i*iijo;iing  '  i»a*Md  through  (%>rk  it  wao  «oU  known 

tho  |>!iy  at  tho  <Vitorii>ri  Thcatro.     Witti  howthoNationaliMtroc4»iTodhim.  Thoro 

it    If  |<«  !•  •^    of    thi**c   who    wor««    nn-  woro  a  gr^at  many  thing*  which  hon. 

t  tt>].i.((  f«r  ht'o  and  lihorty  in  lr«daud  Mmi^K^ra  bolow  tho  Gangway  woro  pro* 

t»  o«|>4<t  anx'hirg  from  thoao  who  at  luin^d   to   drt*y  ;   but   could  thoy   doaj 

|iri*<i'nt  rul«l  tho  d*  •«* Milton  of  the  Hritiiib  that  at   rtiont  tnoetinga  in  Iroland,  tho 

KnijMre?    Murd*rli.\d  for  tho  n)oiti<>nt  namo  of  tho  Mahdi  wa«  grf<>lod   with 

r<*t:.t*.irati>«  ly  r«  .i«« -l  in    Ireland;    but  luud    applauoo,    while    that    of     Kng* 

t!iat   r  )uutry   had   bfoa   !«»   long    tho  loud   was  rfv<*irod  with  groanaf    Tha 

»!itittl«c*-(k   of  Tarty.     Tho   liroft  and  lifiyaliAta  of  Iroland  appoalM  with  con* 

l;^*rti«*oof  tho  ft  l!oW'«uhje4 14  of  Kiig-  tidonco  to  thi«  countri,  for  thoy  oould 

].<hmen  and  Hi  >t(hm«'n  in  that  |Mirtii>n  not  imagin**   that   it   was  a  criiuo,  by 

«if  th«*  British  K..)j'i:f  wtro,  or  ought  to  iM>nding  titldiert  to  tho  !i«*Id  and  olfirem 

\i\    of   Miuin    r  'ti^:  loration   ti»    Iiriti«h  to  c<iomand  th*in,  to  uphold  tho  gn*at 

ff!at'*4*r«>n,  an  I  h«*<->uld  n<>t  t}.:tik  th^t  lUiti>h   (Iiupin*.     Thoy  had  a»«i«t<d  in 

%ih"n  ti  •»  d«»!ir  :•  «  tif  'ho   |!*:t{-iro  tiore  A«>ri<lir)g  out  Oof  rm»  r»  to   tho  (.\d'>nir% 

rotuin. *:•••!  t  >  th«*(  iroof  n^Ux  h<>n.  (ten-  and  thoy  had  prom«»totl  by  o\ery  mtano 

tlrriK  n  n*  |i  t*iti%   tl.«  ro   «h<  uld   b«*    any  in  th«  ir  powrr  tho  trado  and  oimin<  n^ 

h*  «.tn*:oti   in  arr«'Kin(ing   a  t-^iKy    for  of  this  couLtnr.     Thoy   did  not   think 

Ir<'t««'i'.^  tKt«  li^'*  arid  h^»-rtit*4  of  tho  tl^at  at  thi*  cnt:tal  uwitnent  thoy  «>ught 

,  \  %'.<*«    in    Ir**ar.d       Ho    wt>u!d  n«>t  t>  bo  ahati^l  iii^l  to  th«>ao  who  bated  tho 

«i*h  to  tr^  nih  up*>u  tho  |r  i\iu<'o  <>f  tho  natuo  and  wrro  tho  otitnal  f«H-ii  of  Ktjg* 

vi^).t  hon.  t#«ntli  [.la't  tho  Fir«t  I^«r«l  of  laiiil,     and     who    woro    leagued    with 

Tr«  .oury  in  dojoumiiig  th«'  do«  -Uof  tho  tra*tora  in  tho  Aiu<  r  <an  Statta  tt>  brii  g 

I^ni    I#oaguo.      Iho   National  I^ag'io  aU^ut  tho  ruin  of  that  great  Eoipiro  and 

waa  only  anothor  aamo  f*r  tho  I^ud  to  doatroy  tho  ralo  of  tho  Uuoon  in  Ira* 

Leaguo,   and  on  tho  7th  of  Otobor.  land.    An  oh^iaont  writer  had  daaeribad 


1963 


Maintenance  of 


{COMMONS}        Social  Order  (Ireland).     1964 


how  crime  was  brought  about  in  Ireland. 
He  said — 

*'  Half  a  Bcore  of  men  met  in  secret ;  the 
leader  tells  them  that  Ireland  has  been  too  lonar 
trampled  upon  by  such  men  as  A.  6.,  that  it  is 
time  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  landlords  and 
tyrants.  Three  of  them  are  sworn  to  shoot 
A.  B. ;  they  armed  themselves  and  find  their 
opportunity;  and  wo  read  of  another  brutal 
murder.  This  is  the  type  of  transaction  which 
has  exasperated  England  during  the  last  two 
years." 

That  passage  appeared  in  TTie  Nineteenth 
Century,  November,  1882,  and  the  writer 
was  **  John  Morley."  He  (Mr.  Johnston) 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  en- 
tertained the  same  views  on  that  grave 
question  at  the  present  moment.  It  was 
not  the  landlords  and  agents  principally, 
but  the  farmers  and  labourers,  Bom  an 
Catholics  more  than  Protestants,  who  were 
the  victims  ;  and  the  description  given  in 
The  Nineteenth  Cefiturif  was  strictly  and 
literally  true.  He  (Air.  Johnston),  al- 
though an  Orangeman,  would  give  per- 
fect liberty  to  his  fellow  Boman  Catho- 
lics, and  in  the  matters  affecting  their 
welfare  he  would  show  no  Party  feeling 
in  that  House.  He  regretted  to  think 
that  there  was  too  much  truth  in  the 
statement  made  recently  by  a  priest  in 
Dublin  to  a  Correspondent  of  The  New 
York  Nation,  when  he  said — 

•*  1*11  tell  you  what,  there  is  no  use  in  your 
talking  of  moderation  or  reconcilement  with 
England.  They  hate  as,  and  we  hate  them. 
So  long  as  I  have  the  power  1*11  work  and  I'll 
work  for  Home  Rule ;  and  then  I'd  work  and 


and  whatever  else  might  bring  about 
that  happy  result,  he  was  quite  sure  that 
coercion  was  not  going  to  do  it.  If  coer- 
cion  would  make  a  country  happy  and 
prosperous,  Ireland  ought  to  be  in  that 
condition,  for  there  was  no  country  that 
he  kneW)  except  such  as  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  under  the  rule  of  the  Turks, 
that  had  ever  had  so  much  of  it.  Yet 
Ireland  stood  in  a  position  of  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Johnston) 
was  ashamed  —  and  so  was  he  —  and 
he  should  continue  to  be  ashamed  till 
every  wrong  under  which  that  coun- 
try suffered  had  been  removed.  What 
had  tended  more  than  anything  else  to 
cause  the  evils  under  which  Ireland  la- 
boured were  the  efforts  made  by  some 
people,  including  certain  hon.  Members, 
to  fan  the  flames  of  religious  bigotiy. 
The  attempt  to  fan  the  flames  of  religious 
bigotry  and  hate  would  not  promote 
peace  and  prosperity.  Such  speeches 
as  those  delivered  lately  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Paddington  (Lord 
Eandolph  Churchill)  would  have  just 
the  opposite  effect.  Another  thing  that 
would  not  promote  peace  and  prosperity 
was  to  have  one  policy  before  the  elec- 
tions and  another  after.  That  would  not 
only  not  promote  peace  and  prosperity, 
but  it  would  tend  to  destroy  confidence  in 
public  men  by  the  vacillating  policy  that 
had  been  pursued.  [  Oppoeiiion  chetreS] 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  wanted 
proofs  of  that,  he  would  not  have  to  go 


Pd  strive  for  separation;  and  then  I'd  work   further  than  tho  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 


and  I'd  strive  for  the  destruction  of  the  British 
Empire." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  from 
time  to  time  introduced  measures  for 


her  for  South  Paddington.  Ireland  had 
been  lately  invited  to  express  its  opi- 
nions in  a  Constitutional  way,  and 
having  so  done  he,  as  a  Liberal,  main- 


the  paci6cation  of  Ireland  and  the  con-  tained  that  those  opinions  ought  to  bo 
ciliation  of  the  people.  With  such  a  I  listened  to.  There  were  only  two  ways 
people  conciliation  was  out  of  the  ques- .  in  which  a  nation  could  express  its  views 
tion  and  impossible.  Some  of  those  — the  one  being  the  Constitutional  way, 
measures  for  the  amelioration  of  the '  and  the  other  illegal,  and  a  way  that 
condition  of  the  tenantry  had  his  sup- '  would  bring  disgrace  upon  any  country, 
port  in  1870.  But  each  measure  seemed  In  no  way  could  a  country  be  brought 
to  be  attended  with  disastrous  failure,  into  greater  misfortune  in  crime  — 
and  tho  Irreconcilables  would  take  his  namel)',  the  refusal  to  listen  to  its  Con- 
measures  to-day  and  work  for  the  de-  stitutionally  •  expressed  opinions.  Ire- 
Btruction  of  the  £mpire  to-morrow.  land  had  sent  her  Representatives  to  the 

Mr.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  said,  they '  House  of  Commons  to  express  her  views; 
could  not  get  rid  of  the  wrongs  and  in-  and  while  he  did  not  say  that  the  House 
juries  of  two  centuries  in  the  short  space '  was  bound  to  agree  with  them,  he  did 
of  years  that  that  Parliament  had  been  say  that  it  ought  to  hear  them.  He  en- 
working  in  the  right  direction.  In  deal-  tered  a  serious  protest  against  the  sent!- 
ing  with  Ireland  they  ought  to  aim  at  ment  that  Ireland  was  to  be  governed 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country,   against  her  own  will,  and  as  a  Liberal 

Mr,  Johnston  ' 
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ADcI  (\»n»tituttonali»t  ho  cUimod  for  a 

i»*  )|tIo  tho  right  to  govc^ra  thouiM«lveii. 
lo  roffpocted  tho  ricwt  of  a  minority  m 
m'lch  as  mxkj  inan ;  but  tkun*]/  \u  that 
ILiu^o  thoy  wotilil  not  h«  citato  to  a*lrnit 
t'ikt  min<>rttii>«  \\\\\%K  ^i<  \\  to  the  will  of 
II. AJ  iri'iot.  It  would  t>o  a  happy  day  fif 
l«V<'**«ition  in  n^tcard  to  IrtdanJ*  as  Wfll 
n^  in  rf^urd  to  K*i;*land.  whm  tho  winhi**! 
of  the  |H«i|il«t  wiro  listonml  t);  nios^t  of 
t!i«*  tn»uhlf>«  and  nii«^>rtuni'«  in  Ir»'liiud, 
im  in  K'l^l.itid,  wor«*  du«»  to  gov«'rnin**nt 
f  ir  a  i'lii'i't.  Thi»  n«»blo  Ii(»rd  who  ^iMik^* 
fmui  tho  ()i)p<t»i!ion  »idi»  had  i^aid  that 
tho  Irt'th  Nation  il  M(«uihor4  had  two 
hi  !««•  to  thoir  charm  tor,  and  ho  wan 
h.tppy  to  h<ar  that  th<'y  h.id  only  ta«> 
Tho  t»|M  tn-h  of  tho  lat«»  Troniior  ^t*in 
Mar<)u«'»4  i»f  Salisbury  drliToriHl  at 
No«|>iirt  JM*«t  iM'foro  th«*  <*!<>( :ii»n«,  and 
hi^  Kp(*4  <  h  at  tSo  (VyMiit  raliiro  4in  the* 
pn>vi<>ti4  ni^ht,  uud  »uht«ully  oxhihit«*d 
two  ptui<  <*.  if  not  •««\«nil  or  ho  fXfr. 
CtiidAani)  did  not  undor^tand  KnglMh. 
Ihoro  wiTtt  j>  ijr.tY  in  tlH*in  whith  «*\cn 
tho  gmiun  i)f  th<*  nidilo  l>ord  tSo  Mmi- 
bor  for  S  ii.th  ruddm^t  »n  <ouId  n<>t  n** 
conrilo  ;  and,  nioro  thnu  that,  ho  roiilil 
fi.it  rt'O'iiiih*  hin  ou  u.  Th<  r  w«*rr  t<»!tl 
th.it  r  r  ftoiDO  t<  aMin  or  oth«*r  tho  Na- 
tional L«  a^uo  woro  now  rndoavouriuj^ 
t  »  »iiit;»rt-«a  ctitni*.  and  ho  was  thankful 
for  ttiit,  liiit  bvlH^vtHl  that  any  att«  mpt 
t-i  pr«*i:i'»to  C4  or«ii»n  would  Irad  to  a  ro- 
%.\ul  o|  <i]fno,  Iho  «h«  ijH  h\  ir»«t  -t, 
r!id  1  .I'!  <  hri*tiiin  t^in/  to  do  wa^  t  » 
»)•»  j'Mti' f» .  and  t*n»  njo»i  iin*n!<»  thin^ 
in  law  and  l<^:dit.>»n  wa«  it)-i»tii(  — 
n.td  ntp-n  h<*  ^atd  t'..'it  h**  r«!"rr<d  to 
itija*tii*  to  ti>4«  ri  h  a^  w*!l  a«  to  thi* 
)  Nir.  to  thi*  nton  who  piid  th**  raton  an 
W'll  a*  to  ih  »•♦•  whi>  n*<«M\«*l  thoui. 
II<>n.  (ii*T.tI* 'i*<'n  o}<p  iftit««  th'Might  uf 
j*i»!uo  only  in  r»l.it!oi  to  hind<>«n(«ri ; 

h;it  ht«  thoU|{ht  of  ji%tfo  W*th  rfjCft'd  to 
pr«Ml(i<«*r«  iind  «  •n«utn«'i«»  S>n»«»  of  th»' 
tl.irk«%t  <  }.n|.t«<r«  in  tl.^  hi«»*«>rT  of  tho 
i..i!iit:i  liad  }<'i*M  a*«  >•  .titf  i  i%i*h  thi« 
f .  «j'i«»tt'i  p  mth  tI»o  Kitt  r«  •!«  of  a  « !  i»« 
1  !.<«  rrii!i«*  MiMt«;  r  I  ;id  that  nik'-it 
t.i  *' d  liir:i*v]f  to  a  h  ,:'s»'r  j»»t«  t-.,fi  th»n 
h- had  <*T«<r  »t  H  .1  ;n  («-f..ro  'lni»ri^l.t 
I.  Ti.  (f<hti«  i.iin  hvl  <i  n!t»rrtd  gr«  at 
1  1'  •*•  n^*  uj»-»n  tl.  %  *  »'iij»r\,  iinil  ho 
«•»*;. I  ri*t..:tid  h«»:i  <M'!!ti..»n  opj»  ^.?o 
•Jut  tho  h  ;;.•!  I?  n  of  :hf  l4»t  .'»  •  ^'-ar* 
h.id  b<- *n  mai'iW  a***- .a!*^!  wi!h  h:« 
n  lino.  Tli««  m*'a»-.i:o«  wh:«  h  hid  niJi  I** 
tho  country  gr«*4t  had  notcoiuo  from  th<* 
Cjaacrrativo  *id« .     Their    |io!;«y    had 


bcon  to  Mj  **  Ni>  '*  t  >  oTfrything  thai 
hid  l>ooa  pn>p<M<Hl  with  tho  obj«*ct  of 
.  making  tho  c(»untrT  k^i*^-  ^^'  Olad- 
I  iitono\  natuo  wi>ula  l>o  romomtn^n*^!  in 
,  hl^torv,  wh«*roa4  tho«o  of  hon.  (I«'n(!f*iu<  n 
I  opp4»iiito  wt'i««  only  writt*  n  in  sand  ;  and 
,  ho  wa^  »;oing  t<i  cn>wn  bis  honourahU 
I  and  nobh*  t^m'^'r  by  on«  mon*  atti*iii]>t  to 
.  mako  Ir<*land  p*  a*  ••ful  and  happv. 

(<i  MI.  lUUDittlMAN  ^id.  ho 
tho'i^ht  th»'  Trill.*'  Mini«t«  r*«  roforoncoa 
t«»  tho  t«-rtti<i  of  thi>  Motion  now  b«'rira 
tho  llou^o  woro  iMantdv  r.ill«*«l  for. 
having  rt>^ard  to  tho  fait  that  it  waa 
w«dl  undoi*t  H  d  that  th<»«o  wht>  broughl 
it  forward  hud  no  d«*«irf>  to  Pti»p  tho 
Suppho«.  ami  only  frani«d  tho  Mi»tion  in 
th«>  Ufiual('<in<«t.tutioDal  ui«k1o.  A  grtat 
itoat  had  lHH«n  f^atd  a*  to  whothor  thoro 
•should  bi»  CHM«r«  ion  in  It*  land;  but  it 
would  bo  moro  hono*kt  to  admit  that  thoro 
waa  ctM-rxMn  in  Indand  at  tho  pr(»«'nt 
mom«  itt  ;  and  tho  <pi«»**ii>n  »u«  wh«*th«r 
tho  «<»*nion  f^lM»uld  bo  «*i4  iri<*«Hl  by  tha 
Hoprr«»ontalifrt  of  tho  Uuoon*«  (iott-ro- 
mint  or  by  tho  nioio^>or«  of  a  Lt*a,;uo 
n«»|«»n«iblo  noitluT  to  Itod  nor  man. 
A^ain,  U)M>n  whom  wt*  this  t  <iion  to 
tu  bo  oxorti«»tHl  f  Tho  I>»\«l;»t*i  wi»hid 
it  to  bo  appliod  to  tho  ru*>  »nlightor,  tho 
liwbroakor,  tho  vi«  iou^.and  thodi»h>}al; 
but  hi»n.  MomW*!  who  ast  bi  low  tha 
(lantfWAV  app-aro«I  to  bo  <piit<>  ftati^sitHl 
pro%idf«l  it  w«%  only  appli«>d  to  tl.o 
a«*ak.  th*  vittuou*,  and  th»  hi\a!.  Tho 
rriiuo  Miti!*»t«*r  had  tri«Ml  a  groat 
t.'t'iib«r  <»f  ••i|M-rimoiit^  for  tho  pviliia* 
{  tion  of  Ir*'!an<l,  but  what  had  b4<-a 
th**ir  r«<«ult?  Ho  ai^k^-d  whvthor  boo. 
(fontlomon  4»n  tho  l*ilM*ral  Ihn>hea  woro 
»a*i«»hid  with  tho  ox|«rini*nta  in  bvi** 
lati*»n  wh:<h  the  Trnro  MiniMor  had 
tnalo  in  rr<»p*ct  to  Ireland?  Ho  wa« 
^lad  to  find  tl.oro  woro  noiuo  mon  who 
r<*fu*«Hi  t«>  fo.iow  tho  ri^ht  hon.  (ti'tith  • 
man  on  th««  pn'««*!it  «»  *  i«i"»n—  ti'»blo  oi» 
ropti>»r.*iiko;h<  n'dlo  Mur«|u<  ^«th**M«  *ii« 
b«  rfirK->*^>udab'  thoMai<iuo««(>f  Htrt- 
it.^tiifi  and  tho  h  lO.  MonitM<r  for  II  try 
^tr  H*'nry  Jatuf  ••  .  who  MuriSi*  or  pla*  a 
ai*d  p  iWf  r  in  ord*  r  to  ^tand  up  f«  r  ri^hi 
at.d  ju«tir«»,  priiK :( !•*  ai«d  truth.  Ho 
it«  i^d  th*»y  «<>'!  d  r«  4p  a  ri*  li  roaard,  a 
•  rv^ard  far  hi^hor  t  .  in  a  •«  it  on  th<» 
I  Tr  .1^  ifv  It.  n  h.  Th*  y  had  gatno«i  tlio 
p]i*a«'iro  of  a  ft»ti»!i-  d  t  *:i%.  i«  nco  an<l  tho 
a«!:airatitin  and  n*|<^t  of  tht-ir  fvUow- 
,  cxiiiutryu  •  u. 

I      Ma     ALU  SON  #vpnft«ad  tha   plea* 
auro  With  whiih  he  had  hoard  thai  Bight 
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were  addressing  friendly  and  sym- 
pathetic audiences  in  Ireland.  He 
thought  that  if  hon.  Gentlemen  could 
see  the  extraordinary  transformation 
which  took  place  the  moment  they  were 
transplanted  to  their  native  mountains, 
out  of  sight  of  the  Front  Treasury  Bench, 
and  compared  them  with  their  attitude  in 
the  House,  they  would  hardly  believe  that 
the  mild  and  lamb-like  individuals  they 
saw  sitting  below  the  Gangway,  speaking 
in  honeyed  accents,  were  the  same  per- 
sons whom  he  (Lord  Ernest  Hamilton) 
had  seen  holding  forth  in  places  like 
Cork  and  Kinsale.  In  the  House  they 
were  Vesuvius  in  repose ;  in  Ireland 
they  were  Vesuvius  in  eruption.  No 
one  would  guess  that  under  the  tran- 
quil and  placid  exterior  the  fires 
of  Ireland  smothered  within.  He  could 
tell  the  House  that  these  men  were 
now  slumbering  volcanoes.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  produce  extracts 
from  speeches  delivered  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  Gangway,  showing  deli- 
berate intention  to  incite  crime  and  out- 
rage. Those  facts  were  on  record,  and 
it  was  needless  to  repeat  them  ;  but  he 
would  say  that  there  were  many  meet- 
ings held  in  Ireland  whore  reporters 
were  not  present,  and  where  the  speakers 
were  not  kept  back  by  the  fear  of  seeing 
their  speeches  in  print  next  morning, 
where  all  restraint  was  abandoned,  and 
where  it  was  possible  to  sow  the  seeds 
of  crime  in  minds  only  too  ready  to  re- 
ceive them  by  subtle  references.  At 
these  meetings  the  whole  powers  of  the 
speakers  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
ignorance  and  excitability  of  their  credu- 
lous audiences  to  the  one  object  of 
stirring  up  their  passions  aminst  land- 
lords. The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Famell)  had  excused  these 
instances,  when  some  of  his  followers 
had  recommended  their  hearers  to  get 
rid  of  their  landlords  by  shooting  them 
like  partridges,  by  saying  that  they  could 
net  put  old  heads  on  young  shoulders. 
He  (Lord  Ernest  Hamilton)  should  ima- 
gine that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  included  his  own  head  in  this 
category,  because  there  was  no  one  whose 
utterances  could  be  more  easily  con- 
strued into  an  incitement  to  outrage  and 
crime  than  those  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  Gentlemen  sitting  below  the 
Gangway  disclaimed  that  they  were  in 
any  way  concerned  in  or  responsible  for 
the  outrages  which  had  taken  place  in 
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recent  years  in  Ireland.  Vezy  nrobably 
they  would  say  that  their  only  object 
was  to  impress  upon  the  people  of  Ire- 
land a  due  Eonse  of  the  wrongs  they  suf- 
fered at  the  hands  of  the  needy  and 
exacting  landlords.  Well,  if  they  ac- 
knowledged that,  they  acknowledged 
that  they  were  responsible  for  every 
agrarian  outrage  which  had  taken  place 
of  recent  years  in  Ireland.  In  respect 
of  that  he  would  produce  the  testimony 
of  Archbishop  Walsh,  who,  writing  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  in  the  middle  of  last  month, 
and  speaking  of  the  state  of  Ireland, 
said — 

"  In  point  of  fact,  everv  distiirb*aoe  of  ■ocial 
order  which  hss  appeared  amongtt  oar  people 
has  arisen  from  a  sense  of  wrong  entertained 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  occupiers  of  the  soil, 
owing  to  the  merciless  exactions  of  unfeeling  or 
extravagant  landlords/* 

[**  Hear,  hear ! "]  Hon.  Gentlemen  ap* 
plauded  the  sentiment ;  but  it  was  a 
mere  sense  of  wrong  that  was  enter- 
tained ;  and  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  had  done  everything  in  their 
power  to  foster  and  promote  it.  Now, 
when  they  considered  this,  and  when 
they  coupled  it  with  the  connection  which 
undoubtedly  existed  in  the  mind  of  every 
Irishman,  and  which,  he  confessed,  the 
present  Government  had  done  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  confirm,  that 
as  long  as  they  were  peaceful  and  law- 
abiding  their  claims  would  be  ignored, 
and  that  the  only  way  to  enforce  the 
recollection  of  their  grievances  on  the 
British  Government  was  by  the  perpe- 
tration of  crime  and  outrage,  was  it  to 
be  wondered  at  that  the  Irish  people 
resorted  to  crime  and  outrage?  The 
Prime  Minister  had  produced  figures  to 
show  that  crime  haa  not  been  on  the 
increase  since  the  expiration  of  the 
Crimes  Act.  [*'  No,  no : '']  He  begged 
pardon  —  since  the  Election.  At  all 
events,  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gang- 
way claimed  that  crime  had  not  been  on 
the  increase  since  the  expiration  of  the 
Crimes  Act ;  and  what  else  were  they 
told  by  the  same  Gentlemen — that  crime 
had  not  been  on  the  increase,  because  it 
had  been  sunerseded  by  the  safer  and 
more  effectual  method  of  **  Boycotting.'* 
[*'  No,  no  !  "]  It  certainly  had  been 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  that  "  BoyooUing  "  was  a 
■afoty  valve  for  crime,  and  that  so  long 
as    '' Boycotting "    was  unchecked,  eg 
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long  trim*  would  &ol  incrvAM.     Tha   of  ilia  Natiooml  I^aagna,  and  ibaj  waotad 

motnani  alopa  wara  iakoo   to  aup|in*«a  |  qutrt  and  raM  in  ordar  to   ba  abla  to 

**BovcoUing"  th<*j  van'i^vaa  toundar*  i  pursua    their  onliDary  occupationa    ia 

ft t And  that  tha  Mfetj«Tal?a  would  burikt,    p4«aca.    It  waa  not  hit  tntontion  to  rafar 

aud  the  inavitablo  expluaion  taka  plact*. 

At  tha  piviM»ot  moment,  crima  waa  oolj 

ko|>t  in  check  bvtbi*  tupramoefforta  of  tho 

Loader*  of  tha  National  Partj ;  but  it  waa 

not  bocausa  crima  wa^  repugoaut  to  thair 

f  rolinga,  but  b<*caufto  they  wara  making  a 

final  and  combined  aflort  to  obtain  that 

lMi;in)ati?a  indep4»ndanca  which   thajr^ 

li4*  did  not  taj  tha  Irish  paopto^wera 

an  anxious  to  have  for  obvioun  raaftons, 

which  hant^ad  not  mention,  and  betauta 


at  an  J  litngth  to  tha  absurd  attempt  on 
tbo  part  of  tha  hon.  Ifembt^ra  balow  tha 
(iangwaj  tt>c«*n«ura  a  prominent  Mam  bar 
of  tha  I«ati*(fo?ernment  I»rd  Ilandolph 
rhurchill,  for  hia  allrg%Hl  incitement 
to  outraffo  and  intimidation  of  tha 
Ilousa  ;  but  ho  did  d«*tira  to  saj  thia-~ 
that  being  aa  ha  waa  ti'I«»rably  familiar 
aud  couYersant  with  the  language  and 
»t)l«j  which  thoso  Lon.Uantlamenadoptad 
in   their  natira    country,    it    appearad 


th«*y  knew  that  at  a  junctura  lika  the  I  to   him  supremely  ludicroua  that  they 


{ 


)r(*»ent  actt  of  crime  and  outiago  w«>u]d 
«•  a  stTioua  ntnmblinf^  block  in  tha  way 
of  obtaining  their  obj««ct.  But  if  tluj 
were  foil«Hl  in  their  alforta  tha  r<*»train> 
ill);  hand  would  ba  withdrawn*  Under 
fiu<h  cirrumstanc«%  if  tha  Government 
failed  in  its  obvious  duty,  it  would  ha?e 
tho  blc<id  of  many  inn«K'ont  people  on 
ilii  head.  If  tha  que^tiott  were  mot 
iirmly  it  would  prova  to  ba  no  more 
r«*riout  than  th<>  burating  of  a  a(iap- 
bubble.  Irinh  relt<i  wara  not  made  of 
tho  Ktulf  that  martyra  wora  made  of. 
Tha  very  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
they  eoald  not  commit  crima  with  im* 
punity  waa  aufUcicut  to  prevent  it«  But 
if  conct^aftiont  wen*  (rrant«Kl  in  tho  out- 
bnratA  of  crima  it  would  moat  aaaurtnily 
b«*  taken  for  wenkni-M,  and  ba  an  in- 
centive to  frvah  crima  for  tha  sake  of 
obtaining  fresh  conc«>sMonB.  Hon.  Uen- 
tUman  below  tha  (langaay  exclaimed 
a;;aio«t  coen  ion ;  but  thora  waa  now  in 
Ireland  c<K»rcion  of  tha  vary  worat  kind. 
It  a  as  co4«rtion  to  c<»mptd  the  people  t4i 
r«*«f«t  tha  law  of  the  land,  and  t^ubnut 
absolutely  to  tha  law  of  the  National 
league.  Ila  maintain«*d  that  if  the  ordi- 
nary law  was  not  sufficimt  to  ro|>e  with 
this  stata  of  thing%  if  it  was  to  be  a 
i|ue«tion  whether  it  waa  to  be  e*H*n  ion  to 
re«i«t  or  to  oboy  tha  law,  could  any  tr<> 
vemment  h*<<itata  alxiut  ita  duty  ?  lie 
was  sure  th^rawere  st>iua  \v>n»  ]|emb**rs 
of  tha  II«»u^  who  would  agn*a  with 
him  that,  at  the  priM-nt  m^ru-bt.  a  m«a- 
sun*  whiih  would  suppra«s  ir.uK*  in  Ire- 
land would  be  lo'kiMl  u\ftu,  n<*t  only  by 
tha  Iyiyal:<«t«,  but  hy  a  c«'n«i<l<Tabl<*  por- 
tion of  I'll*  (  ath  ilics,  not  as  an  Ait  of 
C'>enion,  but  as  an  A<t  of  univt-rval 
emanripation.  Th«*y  wera  tirad  of  tbi* 
agitation,  which  was  ruining  tha  n>un* 
try.    Thay  wara  tin<d  of  tha  domination 

VOU   WCII.     [THiao  tiaixs] 


ahould  aariously  and  with  all  solemnity 

axpn-as    virtuous    indication    at    tha 

conduct   of  tho   noble  Lord,   and   that 

thay  ahould  try  to  miaintarprat  hia  mean* 

ing  into  an  attempt  to  ineito  tha  peopla 

to  outraga.     lie  had  read  tha  apaech  of 

tha  noblo  Ix>rd,  and  alao  tha  raaolutiona 

passed  in  tha  racant  meeting  in  Belfast, 

with   interest  and   with  care,   and    ha 

failed  to  sea  in   tha  languaga  of  tha 

nobla  Lord  or  in  tha  wording  of  tha 

resolutiona  anything  but  an  axpreasicm 

of  tha  opinion  which  was  entartaim d  not 

only  by  tha   Ijoyalists  of   Iralaad,  but 

which  ha  had  9^t*rj  raaaon  to  beliava 

waa  ahared  even  bv  many  of  tha  moal 

devoted  admirers  <»f  tha  hon.  Uantlam*a 

balow  tha  (langway,  and  that  waa  when 

they    contamptated    tha    poasibiltty    of 

handing  over  tha  antira  ccmtrol  of  Iriah 

atfaira  to  tha  ramellita  Membera  they 

must  remember  that  a  long  term    of 

appranticeahip  in   tha  art  of  brawiar 

so<ial  diMirder  and  in  creating  aociM 

dithculttes,    though    it  might  pc»aatblv 

ingiatiate  tham  for  tha  time  batng  with 

certain  classes,  waa  hardlv  calculatad  to 

fit  tham   in  a  markad  degrea  for  tha 

dutios  of  legislators,  excellent  aa  thay 

might  be,  and  excellent  aa  they  undoubt* 

edly  were  in  their  prrsant  capacity  aa 

s^itators.     If  their  paU  actions    wtra 

tsk««n  as  indications  what  might  ba  ax- 

ptcted  in  tha  future  ?    Tha  pn>bability 

waa  that  aa  framera  of  the  law  and  pra* 

s«*rvers  of  the  |kmi«  v  they  would  pnive  to 

Im>  r;du  uIou«,  worthies*,  and  incapable. 

lh.4  waa  the  unslterable  opinion  of  a 

largo   iHirtion  of  the  Irish  pipulstioo, 

aLil  this  opiuion  the  pat»ple  aould  ax* 

presa.     As  long  as  there  was  liberty  of 

speech  in  the  country  they  would  con* 

tittue  to  proteat  against  a  f«.rm  of  g^>«  em- 

mant  wbich,  not  taking  into  aoosi«lara* 
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vested  with  authority  to  administer  the 
interests  of  Ireland,  that  administration 
would  he  in  the  interests  of  anarchy 
and  to  the  detriment  of  those  elements 
which  had  contrihuted  to  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  Irish  population.  It 
was  quite  within  the  mark  to  bay  that 
the  Loyalists  of  Ireland  amounted  to 
one-third  of  the  population,  and  it  was 
a  matter  that  ought  to  he  put  to  the  test 
at  the  earliest  moment.  It  could  be 
demonstrated  by  an  impartial  pUhescite 
if  all  terrorism  were  withdrawn.  He 
believed  that  one-half  the  population — 
and  that  half  the  law-abiding,  thrifty, 
and  prosperous — would  be  found  to  be 
antagonistic  to  the  policy  of  concession, 
and  in  favour  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
unity  of  the  Empire,  and  of  drawing  the 
bonds  of  union  closer  than  they  were  at 
present.  It  was  said  that  there  were 
two  Nationalities  in  Ireland  ;  but  the 
Prime  Minister  seemed  to  recognize  one 
only,  and  to  make  his  concessions  to  it. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  told  the  House  that  every  Par- 
liamentary device  would  be  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  Go- 
vernment if  the  claims  of  his  Party  were 
not  satisfied ;  but  two  could  play  at  that 
game,  and  it  was  not  a  dignified  or  just 
thing  that  the  Business  of  the  Empire 
should  be  obstructed  and  time  frittered 
away  by  these  everlasting  discussions. 
If  any  Party  undertook  to  solve  this 
question  by  the  desperate  expedient  of 
severing  the  Union,  some  hon.  Members 
would  resort  to  every  Parliamentary  and 
Constitutional  means  to  resist  the  grant- 
ing of  such  a  concession.  If  upon  the 
eventful  day  of  the  1st  of  April  the 
Prime  Minister  disclosed  a  scheme  which 
they  found  to  be  inimical  to  the  interests 
of  the  Loyalists  of  Ireland,  so  far  as 
their  Beprosentativea  were  concerned 
they  would  offer  it  the  most  strenuous 
and  inflexible  opposition. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT: 
I  am  one  of  those  who  have  never 
altered  their  opinions  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  one  of  those  who  have  always  ad- 
vocated the  maintenance  of  law  and  order 
in  Ireland,  which  it  is  the  first  duty 
and  business  of  the  Government  to  main- 
tain, in  spite  of  the  opinion  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers whose  business  I  believe  it  to  bo 
to  see  Ireland  never  at  peace  and  never 
tranquil.  1  have  never  hesitated  to 
say  that  the  late  Government  made  a 
mistake  in  that  they  did  not  maibtain 
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the  portions  of  the  Crimes  Act  upon 
which  the  former  Government  went  out. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  the 
former  Liberal  Government  went  out  on 
trifling  questions  with  regard  to  beer 
and  spirits ;  they  went  out  because  they 
could  not  agree  among  themselves  with 
re((ard  to  the  renewal  of  the  Crimes  Act. 
[Mr.  Gladstone  dissented.]  I  will 
undertake  to  say,  unless  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  contradicts  me,  that  the 
Crimes  Act  was  the  difficulty  in  the 
Cabinet.  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man get  up  and  say  his  Cabinet  was 
agreed  ? 

Mu.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  anxious  to 
meet  that  request  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  and  therefore  I  rise  to  say 
that  I  have  not  a  word  to  add  to  my 
letter  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks -Beach),  in  which  I  stated  that 
the  Cabinet  met  to  consider  the  Crimes 
Act  on  the  day  before  the  debate  on  the 
Budget,  that  every  point  was  settled  in 
the  Cabinet  excepting  one,  and  that  the 
subject  of  that  one,  as  I  stated  in  tho 
letter,  I  believe,  was  with  respect  to  tho 
provisions  against  **  Boycotting  " — whe- 
ther they  should  continue  as  direct  pro- 
visions, or  as  provisions  which  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  should  be  empowered  to  put 
into  force. 

Sir  WALTEE  B.  BAETTELOT: 
That  may  be  so;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  go  further  and  say 
that  there  was  not  a  great  disagreement 
in  the  Cabinet,  nor  will  he  say  that  it 
was  not  upon  that  question  that  the 
Cabinet  made  up  their  minds  to  resign. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  Cabmet 
really  resigned  upon  the  question  on 
which  they  publicly  resigned. 

Sir  W^ALTER  B.  BARTTELOT: 
That  may  be  eo ;  but  that  was  not  the 
opinion  of  the  country,  nor  is  it  the 
opinion  of  the  country  at  this  moment. 
It  is  remarkable  that,  having  gone  out 
on  the  question  of  the  Crimes  Act,  they 
have  now  come  in  upon  that  question. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  he  did  not  turn  out  the 
late  Government  on  the  Motion  of  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesso 
Ceilings),  but  that  he  really  tamed  them 
out  on  the  question  of  dealing  with 
Ireland.  fCnV*  ©/•* No!"]  Why.  the 
admission  has  been  made  by  tho  Chief 
Seeretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  MorIey\ 
No  doubt,  the  first  object  of  tho  right 
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hoo.  O^atloman  \%  to  miiintaiQ  Uw 
•nd  or J«*r ;  hut  what  ha*  bo«*n  dono  to 
ohtAin  that  i»>>jo<  t  ?  Not  a  »in(;Io  thiiiif. 
and  It  in  thi^  th«»  IIoumi  haa  to  t  •it- 
^i<!f■r.  Tho  right  ht»D.  (}«*ntUti:an  a«l- 
mitii  that  th<^  ca^M  <«  of  **  HuTroitinfr  *' 
knil  inrrra^'d  i»u-»nu'»u*ly  by  tho  mouth 
of  <Vtoh<r,  and  yvt  «ih**n  ho  ram*^  \\\h\ 
Ottiro  h(*  t«  ok  no  At«'|)<i  to  dtiriiii*h  the* 
numhor  of  nurh  o!rono<*ii.  Tho  right  hon. 
(}ontlt>tuAn  hat  r<>f<*rrt*d  to  tho  ca<«*  of 
(\irtin,  and  no  ca^^  can  domonMriti* 
nioro  ch'arljT  tho  KhtHkioK  Mat**  in  wht<  h 
Inland  in.  Iha  hon.  Momhor  for 
Mavo  'Mr.  Dillon \  with  rrforenro  to 
whom  tho  prf*M>nt  ChancoUor  of  th>« 
Kxrhotjuff  ^Sir  Willimu  IlariMUrt*. 
who  in  now  all  <-i\ili!v,  on<o  umhI 
y^'^x^  i»tron{(  term^,  stated  on  onoovn. 
»ioa  that  if  ho  woro  in  p<>jk»«'%«ion  of  a 
farm  ho  would  firv  upon  ar.y  man  who 
»hould  roino  to  turn  him  out  of  it.  I 
will  a»k  tho  h(»n.  Momhor  for  Majo 
whothtT  ho  ]<xfka  with  com|iIfKen(  j  on 
tho  iocid<iit«  of  (^urtin*<»  mtirdor,  and 
the  treatoiout  Uj  which  hi«  h«r)ir  dau|;h- 
l«T»  wiTO  aft««rward»  tuhjtrtrd  by  tht^ir 
noi^hb<>uni? 

Mu.  I>ILLoN'  r:rd,  that  h<»  did  r<>t 
lo«>k  with  foniplaoncy  on  what  had 
hnppf'uotl.  II«t  i  iDM«l<»rod  tho  who!r 
niatt'*r  a  moM  disgraceful  and  mi«crab!o 
buAini*** 

Sir  WALTER  B.  I|AUTTELOT :  Tho 
f}ii«'«tion   ia   thi*  -W«Mild   tho^o  thin^^n 
)>a\it  iM«urr<H|  if  tho  National  L<*agu(> 
bill   n<  t   b<M*n   in   ctt'nmand  .'       If  tho 
U'l*  t*n*^  OoT«>romi*nt  had  bo<*Q  in  autho- 
fity  Would  th<M«  thinga  hare  chti  urrt*d? 
And,  if  thoy  had  (Kcurrod,  it  wuuM  have 
b«'«>n  tho  duty  of  tha  right  hon.  (}«*atlo. 
nun,  havinjc  nawly  ct>mi*  int4>  |ii«or,  to 
tako  cara  thit  thoy  wero  at  (»ni«>  put  a 
*t  'p  to.     Ho  »a«a  that  Do  moro  r<  «-nioQ 
iii   to   be  intro  !tii  «*d.      Tho    r-^\t  hon 
(}«*ntl<'(iiim  ti  (•  <*liancoII«»r  of  th**  Kx«ho- 
<{  i«*r  Biiid   that.  a%  tho  )a!««  (}oTrrnm«-nt  j 
li.id  iftTf  n   up  c.M*rii  *n.  it  would  ni»t  bo 
|i.i««iK'i   !i»  rt  intr^Klui  A  it ;   but  that  ia  a 
<!t   t«ii»n  I  thifik  tho  ri,;ht  hon.  (lontV-  , 
tt  in  may  haTo  to  re*  'nftidor.     We  havo  ; 
^iren  up    b!«'«Hlin|r,   tH*<auae  it   ia  t-oo- I 
aii*  risl  to    bo  an   antiquated   roaii*«ly ; 
but,  if  y.>u  think  that  tdo  only  way  to 
aaTo  tho  life  of  a  pttirnt  ia  by  bleeding  - 
h  m,  PuroiT  y«>u  would  not  n  fa««  to  tako 
that  Ati-p.   I  Trntare  to  aay  that  at  a(»mo 
futtire  time   we    may   find   tho    Prime . 
Ilmiator  a  moat  tlraouoaa  ad?o«  ate  for  • 
the  rtiotroduction  of  aoar«  ion.    I  hate 


no  doairo  to  go  int  >  ancient  hiMory ;  bnt 
I  niu^t  do  «o  fo*  a  moment.  I  cannot 
but  romctubfr  that,  nctaitli^^tandin^  tho 
aarninga  which  a«>undr«l  in  hia  earn,  the 
r^lit  h«>n  (b-ntloman  waa  tho  man  to 
ififo  up  th«»  Pi'aro  Pro«orfat!'»n  Act, 
nl'ho'.i^h  ho  waa  caut.i'U'^l  in  the 
Mron^i  ot  tcr.i.a  that  it  w^a  tho  atir«t 
tiling  that  ctiuld  bo  d<»no  for  Ir«'liti  I. 
\Vh*it  waa  tho  rir^tof  not  c<»nttnuing 
th«  iV.icf  Pro*«T^at:«»n  A«  i  ?  T.i"  Ar.n^ 
.\rt  hml  oxpicfd,  and  arnia«er<«  allitwinl 
t>  bo  brought  info  tho  muntry,  and 
rory  ^i  >n  tho  right  hon.  <ti  ntb  Man  had 
to  come  down  to  Parliamont  and  a^k  for 
a  largo  m«'a«uro  of  c«>onion,  and  the 
right  hon.  0«*nt!fman  the  Member  for 
Bradford  Mr.  W.  H.  Foratrr,  waa  the 
man  who  had  tt>  carry  out  that  coort  iin. 
Hut  there  waa  a»mothing  a  great  doal 
iu>ro  than  that,  and  I  would  like  to 
mention  it  to  the  Houfto,  f»i<auaeit  ia 
aa  woU  to  rrcall  theee  thinga  in  the  pro* 
a4«nt  a^p<Ht  of  alTain.  After  tho  nght 
hon.  (lentleman  g^>t  that  Act  paa«4>d» 
munlora  contiuuod  tt»  b«»  rifo  in  Iroland, 
Ix)rd  Liidrim  and  Mra  Hmrtho  worc« 
murdf  ri>d.  [  Mr.  (}laii<*Tom.  cli%-M«ntod  \ 
Tho  right  hon.  <tt'ntl«*!nan  ahakoa  hia 
head  ;  but  it  i<»  a  fact.  An  hon.  Mau* 
ua:  In  IH77.^  Yr#;  it  waa  my  mia- 
tciko.  I/>rd  I^itrim*a  mttr«ier  waa 
<arlior.  It  waa  I/»nl  Mountmorroa  who 
was  mnrdcr«»4l  at  that  time.  It  waa 
not  until  after  I^ird  Mountmorrea  and 
Mra.  Smythe  were  niurd«'n^l  that  the 
right  hon.  (}ontl«*mau  the  M«'mber  for 
Bradford  'Mr.  W.  K.  For^ter)  came 
<lown  here  and  demande«l»  in  aob^mn 
ton<-s  that  further  p>wora  ahould  be 
giTvn  to  him.  I  have  the  api  4»ch  of  the 
right  hon.  (teotloman  here,  if  I  can  find 
it.  P'Oh,  c>h!**j  The  groana  of  hon. 
Memuera  bidow  the  (Gangway  do  not 
upa4*t  me.  Nothing  waa  d«>ne  by  the 
(b>vrmm«nt  until  aA«*r  th<*  right  hon. 
<nntl««nian  hail  r«tirc'd,  an  1  aft<  r  th>»««« 
tvro  t 'rt iko*>  mur  l««ra  to  fk  pla<«  in  tho 
i*hcBbi«  Park.  The  rik'ht  h*»n.  <M*titlo- 
tuan  hiniM-lf  will  widl  ri^ol!*'  t  thoMi 
muniora.  I'p  to  th<«  timo  thoae  two 
murdera  t«K>k  place  ho  would  do  nothing 
to  remedy  or  pr^vt  nt  the  outrag*  %  whiih 
wre  taking  p!ai-e  in  Ireland.  I  do  not 
want  toentiT  into  t«  o  many  detaila;  but 
I  at«o  rccolbct.  and  tho  hon.  Momber  for 
thoCitTof  (\.rk  Mr.  Pararll  will  rrctd- 
le«t,  that  the  right  h<»n.  Gentleman 
made  a  apeech  in  I^-^'da.  The  hoo. 
M amber  fur  tba  City  uf  Cvrk  anawarad 
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that  speech,  and  the  moment  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  his  reply  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  orders  that  he 
should  he  apprehended  and  put  in 
prison,  and  then  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man went  down  to  the  dinner  at  Guild- 
hall, and  stated  that  he  had  at  last 
placed  in  prison  the  man  who  was 
steeped  up  to  the  lips  in  treason. 

M».  SEXTON  :  It  was  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  late  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  who  said  that. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT :  I 
think  it  was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  that  the  statement  was  made  at  the 
Gnildhall  dinner,  the  words  being  that 
he  had  caused  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork,  who  was  steeped  to  the  lips 
in  treason,  to  be  thrown  into  prison. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  after  the 
Phoenix  Park  murders,  came  down  to 
this  House  and  introduced  the  strongest 
Coercion  Act  that  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.  What  did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford  say  ?  He  told  us  that,  terrible 
as  these  murders  were,  they  had  saved 
Ireland,  and  that  if  they  had  not  taken 
place  the  Government  would  not  have 
thought  it  their  duty  to  bring  in  the 
Prevention  of  Crimes  Act,  or,  at  any- 
rate,  anything  like  so  strong  a  Crimes 
Act  as  that  which  was  introduced.  The 
state  of  matters  had  gone  from  bad 
to  worse,  and  in  a  very  short  time  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  put  crime 
and  outrage  down,  not  by  a  Prevention 
Act,  but  by  cannon  and  an  armed  force 
of  soldiers.  That  was  the  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford,  expressed  to  his  constituents 
long  after  the  Phoenix  Park  mur- 
ders took  place.  What  were  the  steps 
taken  by  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way to  bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators 
of  the  murders  I  have  mentioned,  and 
what  will  they  do  to  prevent  a  repeti- 
tion of  such  horrible  crimes  ?  Can  it  be 
said  that  what  happened  then  is  not 
likely  to  bapnen  again?  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  grant  to  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  all  they  ask  for,  and  what 
they  think  they  have  a  chance  of  getting, 
things  in  Ireland  will  shortly  revert  to 
the  very  worst  condition  in  which  they 
have  ever  been,  and  you  will  find  that, 
instead  of  peace  and  order  being  pre- 
served in  Ireland,  crime  and  outrage 
will  again  prevail.    Will  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  say  for  one  moment — ^be- 
cause he  must  remember  that  the  late 
Government  were  only  in  Office  for 
something  like  six  months — will  he  saj 
that  Ireland  is  in  such  a  state  of  pro- 
sperity and  well-being,  that  it  is  able  to 
attract  capital,  and  to  induce  men  to  in- 
vest their  money  there  as  they  ought  to 
do,  in  an  integral  part  of  this  great 
Empire  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  until 
things  are  settled  and  until  weknow  what 
is  going  to  be  done  in  Ireland,  which  wo 
do  not  know  at  present,  there  can  be  no 
confidence  whatever  that  peace  and 
order  will  be  restored  in  Ireland.  Look 
for  a  moment  at  the  population  of  Ire- 
land. I  have  no  desire  to  put  one  class 
against  another,  or  one  religion  against 
another;  but  I  believe  that  there  are 
many  men  in  Ireland — Roman  Catholics 
as  well  as  Protestants — who  as  firmly 
support  the  Union  between  the  two  coun- 
tries as  any  hon.  Member  sitting  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  I  believe  that  the 
desire  for  the  repeal  of  the  Union  has 
been  grossly  exaggerated.  I  firmly  be- 
lieve that  if  they  came  to  the  test,  and 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  left  to  them- 
selves, you  would  find  a  large  number, 
who  are  now  believed  to  be  in  favour  of 
the  separation  of  England  and  Ireland, 
who  would  be  found  in  reality  to  be 
warm  supporters  of  the  Union.  Do  not 
let  us  make  any  mistake  about  that 
question.  The  question  at  present  be* 
fore  us  is  that  peace  and  order  should 
bo  maintained  ;  and  I  say  that  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  that  day 
and  night  for  weeks  and  months,  and 
even  for  years,  he  has  been  thinking  of 
a  solution  of  this  difficult  question, 
surely  he  is  able  to  say  what  it  is  that 
he  proposes  to  do  for  the  preservation 
of  peace  and  order  in  Ireland.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  is  the  one  thing  he 
will  not  tell  us;  and  I  think  it  will  be 
for  the  interest  of  Ireland,  and  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  Kingdom,  if  h» 
will  inform  us  plainly  and  distinctly 
whether  he  means  to  have  a  Parliament 
on  College  Green.  That  is  the  question 
which  is  agitating  the  minds  of  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway — that  is 
what  they  have  taken  off  their  coats  to 
fight  for ;  that  is  what  ihey  have  stated 
distinctly  will  f  ati^fy  them,  and  nothing 
else.  [*•  Hear,  hear !  '*]  Well,  that  is 
a  point  gained.  We  now  know  exactly 
where  we  stand.  Hon.  Members  bdow 
the  Gangway  do  desire  a  Parliament 
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on  College  Green ;  and  if  I  know  the ! 
?iev«  end  opiniona  of  mv  conntrymeo  ' 
end  of  hoo.  Membere  who  sil  in  thU 
House,  EDd  of  men  who  ere  reedj  to 
put  Perty  cooPiderettonB  on  one  side, 
end  to  look  onlj  to  the  interenti  of  tbt« 
countrj,  the  tint  thing  they  heve  et 
hiMirt  \%  thet  tko  tntere»U  of  thi«  greet 
Kmpire  iihell  bepreeorred.  I  know  thet, 
whrthor  wo  mej  or  mej  not  egroe  with 
menj  hon.  MomlHra  in  ell  pertioulere, 
there  ere  on  tho  opposite  Booehee  hon. 
(}4*iit|omon  who  here  elrt^edy  nie4le 
earriti(  <«4  in  the  iDteroMn  of  their  ct>un« 
try ;  end  the  time  will  oome,  end  thet 
b4>fore  long»  when  they  will  he?e  en 
opiK)rtunity  of  Miying  thet,  ehhough 
th«*y  did  not  agree  with  nieny  thinge 
we  here  doue»  yot,  in  th«*  main, 
th«*ro  is  no  rery  wi<le  si^ikeretion  bo- 
tir«*en  Uf.  '  LamgkUr.j  It  ia  very  well 
to  laugh ;  but  the  time  ft  ere  e  ffr<*et  d«*el 
t  M>  M*riuu»  for  leughter ;  end  I  think 
ti.et  the  propotal  of  the  noble  I^ord  the 
M«'mlM*r  for  tv»uth  Teddington  (Lonl 
Uandolph  Chun*hill.  to  the  moderate 
l.iboraU  to  join  oe,  wet  a  fair,  ree^on* 
eblo,  and  juftt  propotel.  I  em  Mtivfied 
that  elthough  aomo  hon.  M«»mb(*ni  ou 
tb«t  Md4«  of  tho  llouae  dilb*r  from  ua  in 
many  of  our  V)««wii,  tH,  when  the  timt» 
comi*a  for  pUring  thia  greet  question 
before  ua  by  th<«  right  Kon.  (tentlemen 
tho  Trime  Mini«t«»r,  it  will  \h*  found  thet 
th«*ro  ere  ui<*n  in  tho  renka  of  our  oppo- 
nents who  prefrr  tb<ir  country *e  inte* 
rosta  to  that  of  tSf  ir  Tertr,  end  who  ere 
conrinrod  that  it  is  fur  the  int^rosta  of 
their  country  thet  the  Tnton,  which  has 
subaistod  for  the  last  70u  yeera,  ahould 
bo  meintained.  I  truat  that  thet  Tnion 
will  l»e  presonred,  not  only  by  us  end 
our  a«>na,  but  by  our  eona*  aooa  for 
gonerationa,  for  I  firmly  believe  that 
without  the  oxiMing  L^pslative  T^nion 
tho  htifiour,  dignity,  and  tho  intogrity  of  \ 
this  groat  Kmpirecennot  )»omeintsin«Ml. 
I>.i.i>  KANIxiUMl  (^liriUMIILL: 
If  r.  Hp^akor.  I  d«*siro  to  say  e  word  or 
two,  eft«'r  the  |>>werful  apeech  whi«  h 
has  inat  b«'on  dolivoro*! — '  f^u^Ki^r^ — by 
tho  hon.  Bannot  tho  MoiulK»r  for  North 
Wostom  Sussox  Sir  Waltor  M.  Bart*  ' 
ti'l«>t;.  Thore  ia  one  remark  with  which, 
I  think,  all  Pariios  in  tho  House,  end 
t'Tory  iodiTiduel  in  the  Hooso,  will 
al'n4»«t  entirolr  and  eb«>luti*ly  egre«\ 
end  thet  i«,  that  tho  timos  aro  rathor  t«»'> 
amooa  for  laughter,  and  that  tho  aub*  \ 
JKt  of  debate  to-night  raieee  not  only  j 


qneetione  involving  the  higheet  and 
loogest-cheriahod  hopee  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  tho  Gangwov,  but  thet  it 
elao  raiaee  qneetions  which  we  believo  in 
their  ultimete  solution  will^reetly  effi^et 
the  fete  of  the  British  Kmpiro.  1  think 
that  hon.  IIi'mbf«ra  will  be  inrlinM  to 
egree  thet  thea4«  en»  qutnitione  thet  are 
worthy  of  the  most  eerioua  end  grave 
discussion  by  the  Houae  of  C^ommona ; 
end  certainly,  in  any  remerka  I  mey  offor 
to  the  IIou»«\  I  will  endeevour,  to  the 
lH>st  of  my  ebility,  to  ai^x  op  Uy  tho  prin« 
ciple  I  havo  venturt*<l  to  loy  down;  end 
on  this  oceasion  I  ask  for  more  than  the 
usual  meeaura  «>f  the  indulgence  uf  the 
Hou«e,  beceuse  it  would  heve  bf<*n  far 
more  agret^eble  to  me,  on  eciount  of 
ferling  extreme  fatigue  by  reeann  of 
venoue  incidente,  to  havo  fioatp^mrd  my 
remerka  to  a  later  (H*-^asion ;  but  I 
thought  that  I  mys<»lf  had  bet^n  charge- 
abb*,  and  am  chargoable,  with  e  v«tr^ 
groetdoal  of  the  controversy  about  thie 
Irish  (iueetton  ;  end  I  also  thought  that 
a  good  deal  of  controverey  hed  been 
reiaed,  even  in  thia  de>>ete,  ebool  the 
remarke  I  have  made,  end  about  the 
ettitude  with  regerd  to  thia  Iriah  Uu<e- 
tion  which  I  have  taken  up.  I  wee, 
theref(»n\  enxioue  to  teko  tne  eerlit<ei 
opportunity  not  only  to  explain,  to  the 
beat  of  mv  ebility,  my  viewe  with  regard 
Uy  Ireland  a«i  far  aa  the  indulgence  of 
the  Houae  will  permit  me,  but  I  was 
elao  eniioua  to  teko  tho  eerliest  oppor- 
tunity of  inviting  thoae^end  thev  are 
many — who  have  accueationa  to  bring 
againat  me—- some  accueationa  euch  ee 
thoae  medo  by  the  right  hon.  Uentlemen 
opposite,  mede  in  open  diacuasion  in 
public,  and  other  arcusationa  made  by  a 
more  contemptible  deae  of  optKinente— 
mean  opponenta  who  aholter  ihemeelvaa 
undor  paoudonyma  or  other  dtsgui*os.  I 
thought  it  right  thet  I  ahould  take  thia 
op{i<>rtunity  of  inviting  auch,  if  thoro  ere 
any  in  tho  Hou«>^  to  atate  in  the  House 
whet  they  havo  to  urge  againat  tho 
viewa  I  have  put  forward  in  rogard  to 
Ireland  ;  beceus^^  if  I  oxheuat  my  right 
of  eppaktng.  1  know  then*  ore  Frientia 
on  this  aide  of  the  Uouat*  who  ere 
ca|aible  of  an%w«*ring  th«'  charges  which 
mey  be  medo.  Therofttro,  with  tho  in* 
dulgvnce  of  tho  Houso,  I  will  now  en* 
di^evour,  to  the  bo«t  of  my  ebility,  to 
ri*pl,)  to  tho  ergumonta  addu't-1  by  the 
Pnme  Minister  egeinel  the  Motion  of 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr, 
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Holmes).  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  put  aside  altogether  an  argu- 
ment with  which  the  right  hou.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury)  occupied  a  great  deal  of  time 
this  evening.  It  was  a  thoroughly 
technical  argument — an  argument  which 
I  have  often  heard  used  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  an  argument  which  I 
have  never  known  to  have  any  weight 
with  the  House  of  Commons — hut  it  is 
an  argument  of  apparently  inexhaustible 
resource  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  this — **You" — meaning  us, 
the  Opposition — **  you  allege  that  the 
state  of  Ireland  is  grave  and  bad,  and 
how  do  you  propose  to  remedy  the  state 
of  Ireland  while  you  ask  the  House  of 
Commons  to  stop  the  Supplies  ?  "  Now, 
no  one  knows  better  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  that  is  not  the  Motion 
before  the  House ;  and  not  only  is  that 
not  the  Motion  before  the  House,  but 
no  one  knows  better  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  even  if  by  any  miracle 
this  Motion  were  to  receive  the  support 
of  the  majority  of  the  Members  of  the 
House,  the  Supplies  to  the  Crown  would 
be  voted  with  the  same  regularity  as  in 
former  years.  That  being  so,  why  did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  occupy  so 
much  of  his  time,  and  exhaust  so  much 
of  his  satire  and  power  of  invective,  in 
what  I  can  only  call  beating  the  air? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  when  the  House  is  called 
upon  by  the  Government  to  g^  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  it  is  the  right  of 
every  Member  of  this  House — and  more 
especially  is  it  the  right  of  the  Opposition 
as  a  body — to  raise  any  great  question 
of  public  or  State  importance  in  the  best 
manner  they  can ;  and  that  it  is  a  most  con- 
venient and  Constitutional  opportunity 
for  eliciting  from  the  Government  of  the 
day  the  policy  which  the  Government 
intend  to  pursue  on  any  important  or 
critical  state  of  affairs.  Now,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  experience  of  the 
House  of  Commons  is  too  long  and  too 
profound  for  him  to  offer  the  smallest 
contradiction,  either  by  interruption  or 
by  sign,  to  that  statement  of  mine. 
Therefore,  I  proceed  to  affirm,  without 
fear  of  contradiction  from  the  Prime 
Minister,  or  from  any  other  Member  of 
the  House  who  is  experienced  in  its 
working,  that  the  Motion  which  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has  aub- 

Lofd  Rmndolph  Churchill 


mitted  to  the  House  to-night  is  an  emi- 
nently Constitutional  Motion ;  that  the 
occasion  which  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  has  chosen  is  an  eminently  Con- 
stitutional occasion ;  and  that  no  blame 
or  censure  can  be  pronounced  either 
upon  the  one  or  upon  the  other.  Well, 
Sir,  there  was  a  reason — a  very  grave 
reason — which  induced  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend,  after  consultatioa 
with  those  in  whom  he  had  confidence, 
to  submit  this  Motion  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  Prime  Minister  is  the 
greatest  living  master — I  believe  he  is 
the  greatest  master  that  ever  lived — of 
the  art  of  Parliamentary  tactics.  I 
cannot  at  all  describe,  in  my  limited 
knowledge  of  English,  my  admiration  for 
the  resources— the  Parliamentary  tac- 
tics— which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
on  every  occasion  able  to  displav ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  on  a 
very  solemn  occasion — the  opening  of 
Parliament — gave  the  most  serious  ad- 
vice to  his  Followers  to  take  such  and 
such  a  line  of  action,  because  he  said 
he  was  an  **  old  Parliamentary  hand." 
Well,  that  being  so — and  we  recognize 
the  fact  that  the  utmost  limit  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  wish 
us  to  recognize  it — it  behoves  us  to  be 
on  our  guard,  as  far  as  our  limited 
faculties  enable  us  to  be  on  our  g^ard, 
because  what  do  we  find  in  the  position 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  regard 
to  Ireland  ?  We  find  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  undoubtedly  for  one 
purpose  or  another,  contemplates  a  large 
policy  with  regard  to  Ireland ;  but  the 
tactics  which  he  is  pursuing,  and  the 
delay  which  he  has  claimed  from  Parlia- 
ment, and  which  he  still  claims,  are 
calculated  to  lull  the  public  mind  of 
England  into  a  state  of  torpor  and 
lethargy,  and  are  calculated  to  accustom 
the  public  mind  of  England  to  policies 
and  schemes  which,  if  they  were  at  once 
placed  before  the  public  mind  of  Eng- 
land, would  not  have  a  chance  of  being 
accepted.  That  is  the  danger  which  wo 
feel  we  have  to  guard  against.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  need  not  imagine  for  a  mo- 
ment that  I  underrate  the  tremendous 
power  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  this 
country.  Not  for  a  moment ;  but  it  is 
because  I  estimate  his  power  at  its 
proper  value  that  I  agree  in  the  prudence 
of  the  Motion  which  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  has  brought  before  the 
House  to-night;    because,  even  if  he 
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Ii«thy  of  tho  liou««,  tho  object  of  tho 
kf<ition — \h*  it  rifc^t  or  wroo|r — i*.  At  • 
(onttitutiooftl  DioncQt  and  in  a  (^ontti* 
t'ltional  mannrr  to  draw  the  att^mtion 
iif  Knfifland  to  the  Mate  of  Ireland,  and 
til  the  ]»*>liry  which  we  holiove  Hor  Ma 
j«*4ty*e  OoTernment  (^tntomplate  with 
r«*((anl  to  that  country.  Now,  I  under- 
et.ind  frnm  tho  reply  of  the  IVinie  Mi- 
niitor.  whirh  wnv  an  eminently  contro- 
vrmal  reply,  th  it  he  qtlc^tion^  and 
oT^n  d'^riioA,  the.ri^ht  of  the  (>pp«><iition 
who  iiit  in  thi«  quarter  «»f  the  Hou^e 
to  rai««*  tho  qu«»Mion  of  Iitdand  at  all. 
not  only  in  th««  form  of  ronfttire  on  the 
<t>ivemmont.  but  ev«*n  in  the  formof  in< 
f|uiry  from  the  (iowmment.  The  rl^ht 
h<»n.  Oentleman  aaeerte  that  our  wh«>lo 
Iri<ih  i>olicy  wai  a  mistake  fnim  boj^tn- 
ti't)^  to  end— that  it  ha<i  utterly  fail«Hl. 
[Mr.  Olad-'IO!!!!;  di«v»nted  ^  The  jf«»n«« 
ral  tenour  of  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  tf<ntl(*ninn  wa<i  undoubto^Hr  that 
our  p«>liry  bad  altojffther  fail^H],  and 
that  it  betrayed  Tarillatioo,  hr%itation, 
and  iiidpfftty  for  niakiti)^  up  our  mind. 
The  riirht  hull,  (n^ntli'tiinn  a«»M*rt«-<l  that 
altii^«'th<T  our  Iriiih  p-»liry  had  b»en  *•> 
€«*t«ntially  wring,  and  to  eav^ntially 
t:ii"U«,  Ihnt  it  was  impiHuiibb*  and 
utterly  hotM*lr«ii,  oTon  with  the  bo«t  will 
in  tho  world,  f>>r  him  and  hi«  Party,  in 
th«»  p">*iti  *n  thi'V  then  ocrupinl,  to  n»- 
«train  th«'ni««>lri*<i  fr«»:n  turning  the  Ut(* 
i  riveru(n««ut  out  «if  <  ^ihce.  And  thn  ri,(ht 
b<>n.  Uontlrninn  a)*o  d«  nirii  the  right  of 
the  pro^ent  ^^p|x  <»it)>in  to  r«i«e  thi*  (|uea> 
ti'in  of  »4Kial  order  in  Ireland,  iMi^nu^*, 
b*'  aiwierte,  or  ho  a«iiume«.  or  he  iningin*  <* 
t^at  the  pr«*«««nt  t>p|Mi*iti(*n,  when  th<'y 
wi*ro  in  Otlice,  ha>l  eDt«*rml  into  a 
c<»mpact  and  an  allinnn*  aith  the  Irivb 
N4tionalt«t  Party  in  thi*  Houm*— a  com- 
pact «ht<h  «n«  baMd  (-•%ot«tially  u|)*>n 
thf*  utt«T  anil  p4*rTii.-ir.<  nt  aban<!i«niii4  nt 
of  all  u\*  i*"»re<i  in  th»»  n»t*in»  of  r*  prei» 
•ire  l«v'>*liti«>n ;  and  t*  nt.  t*i»'rrf'»re,  ha^  • 
in,;  i*n*.<>n  d  iot>»  that  o»'npart  nud  ha>  4'  g 
br«*k<*n  that  computt  -ari  ••r<lii.^  to  l.i« 
ar,rum<'nt — we  are  utt««rly  pr«tlud«d. 
esMier  from  intjuiring  It  «m  tl.«»  tioTfrn- 
!..« lit  ehat  i^^Iny  thi-y  intend  t»  ptir^ue, 
or  fru'n  pr«»*«!n^  <»n  th««  tioTt  rniii' nt 
1«  g  «i.tti.in  «lu<  h  th<»0«ivernment  n.ight 
d  Mu  to  !»•»  of  an  eitrj«  rdinarT  or  r-- 
prfo  re  nut'iro.  That  i«  the  {Ktviti  >n 
whith  the  IVinie  Mit.t*tt*r  tak<^  up 
[Mr.  <tLii>«r.iiiB:  No  ^  That  i*  tht* 
eeaenttal  poeitioa  wbiih  the  right  boo. 
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Gentlaraan  takea  op.  ^Mr.  OtAnnovB: 
N(»  ^  Well,  I  am  to  anxious  to  grt  aa 
rapi'dly  aa  I  can.  nith  the  kind  indul* 
genco  of  the  Ilouae,  to  the  prinrip«l 
part  of  the  argument,  that  I  fiill  dear 
the  way  of  thene  prelim tnariea.  I  am, 
thorefore,  nr«*pare<l.  mainly  for  the  pur* 
noA«*t  of  this  do}»ate,  to  make  to  tha 
rrime  Minister  ir«*ry  largo  admiaatona* 
I  beli«*T«>  it  to  Ym*  the  h«*rt^lit^ry  and  in* 
ali«'nable  tendency  <if  all  Hritiih  (}ovem* 
uifnta  to  blund«*r.  I  am  Iwl  t<»  that  nm- 
elusion  fn>m  a  rlt^e  an  1  pr  ifound  atu<ly 
of  hi«tnry,  and  nf  the  career  of  tho  right 
hon.  (Gentleman,  and  I  am  outte  pre- 
partMl  to  admit  —I  aee  no  obi  net  what* 
erer  in  d««nying  it,  b«au»e  I  want  to 
g«*t  at  the  ri*al  gl»t  of  the  argument  — 
that  the  lat««  (ioremment  did  not  pre. 
aent  themaelron  bofore  Parliament,  with 
regartl  to  Ireland,  in  that  ab«<dutoIj 
tx*rfort  and  impregnable  form  which  an 
ideal  Oorernment  wouM  Itko  to  «m  cupy. 
I  make  the  Prime  Minister  a  present  of 
that  admi^'iion.  Thor«*fom,  all  the  argu* 
menta  about  th«>  incapacity  of  the  Ute 
Oorornntent-  all  the  alliance*  they  con* 
eluded,  and  the  bliind<«r«  they  commit t«*«l 
— I  put  aaidt\  fi>r  the  pur|)«i«e  of  argtt* 
ment.  because,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ltke«,  I  admit  them  all.  Hut  thera 
i«  one  accusation  whii  h  h«»  almoet  directly 
mad*\  whirh  I  do  not  a<lmtt,  and  which 
I  will  not  admit  for  a  niom«*nt.  lie 
aft*ertod,  perhapt  not  dire<tly-^but  the 
whol«»  tcnd«*n(  y  of  bi«  argument  waa  to 
nftnert — that  the  d(<  i^ion  of  the  lata 
(ioTemmt-nt,  when  they  U^.k  OfRre, 
with  regard  to  C(H'nM'>n,  waa  influencetl, 
and  iu'lely  influenced,  by  the  pro^pi-^-t  of 
ra*rhlng  the  Iri*h  Tt'te  at  the  lat<*  Klcc* 
tion.  Well,  now,  if  the  H«>u«m»  of  r«ini* 
mona  had  onlv  to  do  with  mtN>lf—  had 
only  t  >  n*ly  ufton  my  a««orti<m— I  ahould 
not  think  of  arguitit;  thia  matter  with  it. 
T  •< «  ro  o>.j«  t  intSi«k.nd  of  Argument. 
Th««r«  f  »re.  I  •i*y,  a««t  rt  mhaterer  }<iu 
•I«*a«<*.  ti.  ik'«  all  i!t  Ter  art  u«n!'fir.«  you 
Ae.  n»*ril»'j»«»  t«»  n.«'.  if  it  will  <I  >  any 
g'Hn|,  th«»  w«»r%t  and  n;«  -t  d«  «pi'  a^-le  nnj- 
tiv<«— I  r«iM«rit  ni\*«if  aith  the  ki.ow 
l«-<!g»»  «»f  el.  it  1  hate  in  my  own  mind, 
and  a  lilt  :«  in  my  <iwn  n;.nd  it  enough 
f-T  fue  But  «hat  I  nant  t^)  a*k  the 
r:>:ht  hon.  ttf<tjt!t  ntan  i«  thit*- without 
tlaiHiin^  the  #malle*t  ron»i<l«ratt'»n  ft>r 
in\  «"lf,  I  wmuM  a«k  —  I^  H  4  the  rvht  hon. 
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brook — does  he  think  that  a  Qentleman 
who  has  been  so  loDg  before  the  House 
of  Commons  as  roj  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  this 
House — does  he  think  that  one  whom  he 
was  always  ready  to  flatter  and  eulogize, 
when  it  suited  him— Lord  Iddesleigh — 
does  he  think  that  these  men  are  so 
utterly  lost  to  all  consideration  of  pdli* 
tical  honour  and  to  eyery  consideration 
of  political  honesty  that  they  are  in- 
fluencedy  and  only  influenced,  by  the 
meanest  and  most  corrupt  motives  which 
can  actuate  the  lowest  politician  ?   Does 
he  think  that  men  like  them  would,  in 
dealing  with  the  question  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland — involving  the  future 
of  Ireland— an  integral  and,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  most  interesting  portions  of 
the  United  Kingdom — would  take  a  de- 
cision, with  regard  to  the  government  of 
Ireland,  guided  only  by  considerations 
of  an  electioneering  character  ?  I  will  go 
further,  and  ask  him  whether  he  thinks 
that  Lord  Salisbury,  or  Lord  Iddesleigh, 
or  my  right  hon.  Friend  who  sits  near 
me,  would  take  a  decision  of  that  kind — 
[Criei  of^'YesV^fromihemme  RuleMem- 
2«r<]  —  from  electioneering  considera- 
tions ?    I  am  certain  that  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway,  although,  in  the 
heat    of   debate,   they  manifest    some 
slight  signs  of  incredulity,  if  this  matter 
were  calmly  discussed  in  a  room  with 
two  or  three  people,  would  admit  that 
my  arguments  are  perfectly  sound,  and 
that  a  Minister  like  Lord  Salisbury  is 
utterly  incapable  of  being  liable  to,  or 
chargeable  for  one  moment  with,  an  accu- 
sation of  that  character.     Well,  Sir,  I 
am  not  going  to  deny — I  am  not  going 
to  conceal  it  from  the  House  for  one 
moment — why  should  I  do  so,  for  I  never 
have  concealed  anything  from  the  House, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  begin  to-day — 
that  at  one  time  I  had  an  idea  that  the 
Tory  Party  might  co-operate  with  the 
Irish  Party.     [Lau^hterT]    1  must  pray 
the  House  to  allow  me  to  argue  this  out 
calmly.    I  have  often  worked  with  Irish 
Members.    I  hope  to  be  able  to  do  so 
again.    I  am  anxious  not  to  detain  the 
louse  longer  than  it  is  necessary ;  but 
itN^ll  be  difficult  for  me  to  argue  con- 
•eculiyely  unless  I  am  assisted  by  the 
kiad  mdulgence  of  the  House.    I  admit 
that  I  have  never  concealed— »I  never 
concealed  it  in  the  last  Parliament-^ 
that  I  thought  it  possible  that,  on  many 
Irish  subjects,  the  Tory  Party  might  co- 
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operate  with  the  Irish  National  Part7. 
But  what  did  I  go  upon?  I  had  an 
immense  precedent  togo  upon.  I  had 
the  precedent  of  the  Whig  Ministry  of 
the  days  of  Mr.  0*ConnelT.  O'Connell 
occupied,  at  one  time,  as  strong,  and  if 
possible  a  stronger,  position,  having 
regard  to  the  relative  position  of  Par- 
ties, than  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  now  occupies. 
P'No,  no!"  from  the  Borne  Rule  Mem^ 
}«r«.]  I  maintain  that  I  am  historically 
correct.  What  was  the  state  of  the  case 
then  ?  O^Connell  had  got  a  large  Irish 
Partv  of  about  35,  after  a  change  of 
Parliament,  and  pressed  upon  Parlia- 
ment the  policy  of  Repeal ;  and  in  tho 
Election  ox  1835 — I  think  I  am  accurate 
in  saying  it  was  1 835— O^Connell,  in 
addressing  his  Dublin  constituents,  used 
these  words — *'  Sink  or  swim,  live  or 
die,  I  go  for  Bepeal,  and  nothing  but 
Repeal."  Mr.  0  Connell  came  back  to 
Parliament  on  that  programme,  deter- 
mined to  press  it  upon  Parliament  at  all 
hazards  and  at  all  costs.  What  hap- 
pened? The  Whig  Ministry  of  that 
day,  being  unable  to  carry  on  the  Oo- 
vernment  of  the  country  without  an 
alliance  with  tho  Irish  Party,  came  to 
terms  with  Mr.  O'Connell,  and  0*Con- 
nell  dropped  the  policy  of  Repeal. 
[pri«o/"No!"]  Is  It  not  so?  ["No!"! 
xes,  certainly.  And  why  ?  He  droppea 
the  policy  of  Repeal,  on  condition  that 
the  Whig  Ministry 

Mb.  W.  O^BRIEN  :  He  gave  it  upon 
promises  which  were  broken  by  the 
Whigs. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that.  Mr. 
O'Connell  dropped  the  policy  of  Repeal, 
on  the  understanding  that  the  Whig 
Ministry  would  bring  forward  such  mea- 
sures for  Ireland,  short  of  Repeal,  as 
Mr.  0*Connell  and  his  Friends  thought 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  put  before  the 
country.  That  is  a  g^at  historical  pre- 
cedent. There  you  had  a  powerful  Eng- 
lish Party,  perhaps  one  of  the  proudest 
England  has  ever  known,  allying  itself 
with  the  Irish  Party,  elected  on  the 
platform  of  unconditional  Repeal,  on 
the  condition  that  that  Irish  Party 
dropped  the  policy  of  Repeal,  and  con- 
senting to  legislate  for  such  matters  as 
the  development  of  Irish  prosperity  and 
progress  in  a  manner  which  might  be 
agreeable  to  the  Party  from  Inland. 
Well,  I  own  I  had  that  precedent  in  my 


19S&  Mmnhmmf4  of  { If  aai  u  i,  1KH6 1       SocM  Order  [IrtUmd).      1986 


mind  in  the  ImI  ParliaiD«iil»  and  I  did  j  Mme  orronMoa  enlcakdan  ?  It  wna  in 
not  toe  why  that  tUto  of  thing*  should  my  calculation  that  whoarar  might  go 
not  occur  again.  It  alwajii  appaarad  to '  in  for  Bapaal,  in  whatavar  qoartar  ha 
ma  that  tho  Tory  Party  wero  wall  quali* '  might  tit,  tha  laat  man  to  go  in  for  it 
tiod  to  deal  with  many  quMtions  of  would  ba  tha  prfNM»nt  Prima  Minittar  of 
IrUh  interact  in  a  mannar  which  mii{ht  Ilngland.  Now,  whydidltakathat  viaw  F 
bo  thoroughly  agnH««bIa  to  tha  Iriih  Hon.  M«*mb»rt  will  at  onro  admit  that 
|KH>plf»,  and  which  would  not  ba  in  I  had  onormoua  ground  for  b^^lioying 
the  loaat  dangaroua  to  tha  gancral  that  tha  whola  llouao  of  (V>mmona» 
walfara  of  tha  Kmpira.  I  particularly  whoth^  under  Tory  or  liberal  I^aadar* 
ttUude  to  tha  qumtion  of  cduntiou.  ship,  would  l>e  opposed  to  Itepeal.  That 
and  tothequoetionof  theland.  Jud^^ing  wai  my  yiew.  My  right  hon.  and 
l»y  poAt  history,  I  imagin««d  that  th<iugh  IrarncMl  Fn«'nd  the  lata  AtU>may  <}f  n«*ral 
the  err  of  Ko]>oal  might  \i^  raiMsl  aa  for  Ireland,  in  the  epe^^rh  with  which  ho 
strongly  aa  aver,  and  tha  Irish  Mem-  opc^ned  tha  debate,  declared  that  tha 
bora  might  aay  again  —  '*  Ltvo  or  Prima  Minister  had  oft««n  spoken  strongly 
die,  sink  or  swim,  we  go  for  liepeal,"  against  Home  Itule,  or  the  {lolicy  of 
still  I  imagined  that  might  mar<*ly  KV«pcaI,  and  tha  Prima  Minister  inter* 
turn  out  to  i>a  a  sentiment  f<»r  keeping  mpted  the  late  Attorney  (leneral  for  Ira- 
together  a  powerful  politii-al  Party,  and  land,  and  said — **Uuota,  quote/*  Wt* U,  if 
that  if  Kepaal  waa  absolut4*ly  against  tha  Prime  Minister  will  allow  me,  and  if 
the  wish  of  tha  Imp««rial  Parlia- '  the  Houae  will  allow  me,  I  will  quota  ona 
ment  tha  pilicy  of  Hep4«l  would  b** '  of  tha  moat  ramarkabla  and  ona  of  tha 
dropped.  [  An  h<m.  MsMaKB :  Times  strongest  declarationa  against  the  policy 
art*  cbangtMl.  ]  Well,  it  is  quite  true  of  Kvpaal  which  any  modem  pnblia  man 
that  timt«s  are  changed.  I  do  not  pre-  has  erar  put  before  the  Engtiah  paopla. 
tend  to  be  a  magician,  or  a  proph«*t,  and  They  are  tha  words  of  the  prasant  Pnma 
I  could  only  judge  by  the  pa«t ;  and  I  Mini»tor  at  Aberd«*en,  when  thacitltana 
did  not  S4M«  why  the  Irish  Party,  finding  of  Aberde4«n,  lieliering  that  ha  waa  a 
that  the  l!ouM>of(%>mmons,  as  a  whole,  stnmg  supporter  of  tha  Union  of  the 
waa  totally  oppoe^nl  to  tha  Iiep«««l  of  the '  Tnitad  Kingdom,  oonfarrad  npon  him 
Tnion,  might  not  co*operata  thither  with  the  fn*edom  of  that  city.  And  it  is  not 
the  Tory  or  tha  liberal  Party  in  bring-  very  long  ago^nothing  conaidaring  tha 
ing  forward  such  measures  short  of  >  rate  at  which  wa  live  now.  It  waa  only 
Repeal  as  tha  Irish  Party  might  wish '  in  1871  ;  and  you  must  remambar  that 
for.  I  msintilin  that  there  waa  nothing '  1h7I  was  a  very  ramarkabla  epoch,  for 
unreasonable,  extravagant,  or  wrong  in  |  at  that  time  the  Prima  Minister  ima* 
that  auppoeition.  I  n«*Ter  concealed  it '  ffined  that  ha  had  altogether  sattl<«d  tha 
from  anyone,  but  made  a  frank  and  IrUh  Question.  He  had  dtseatabliahad 
o(*en  eonfesftion  of  it.  I  quite  admit  that '  the  Irish  l*hun:h  ;  ha  had  dealt  with  tha 
that  supi>oeitiontum«*doat  to  be  entirely  Iriahland;  and  it  is  parfeatly  aartaan 
wrong.  I  make  no  c«)nci«alment  of  that,  that  at  that  tima^bot  I  will  not  antiai* 
There  were  two  tramandoua  faulta  in  my  pate.  Mr.  Bntt  had  at  that  ttma  jnal 
calculation.  Ona  waa  that  I  never  caf-  In^an  returned  for  tha  City  of  Limerick, 
culat«-d— it  never  antertHl  into  my  wildest  and  the  Primo  Ministar  alluded  to  his 
dreams  that  the  prasant  IVime  Minist«*r '  return  and  tha  claims  ha  waa  going  to 
would  ever  go  in  for  tha  policy  of  liepeaJ.  make  on  Parliament  in  r«»gard  to  tha 
Now,  that  was  not  an  altogether  un-  H<*pealof  the  !*nion.  Thi*  ta  what  tha 
sound  calculation  on  my  part.  I  rather  Pnma  Ministar  said — 
fancy  that  then*  are  manv  on  that  »ide  ..  ^-^  ^^ |,jj  i^^i  n  -^  arrfig  t*^  Irrlsad 
of  the  Ilonaa— in  fact,  I  dou>»t  whether  t<>  th^  hm  rrUti  -cm  with  Um*  iVlMeKiitof 
thrn>  waa  a  singl<*  person  on  th««  Minis*  t^***  i.«'aotnr.  •a4  u*  ha«r  s  IWluoMet  ■«!  h»t 
t->n«l  side  of  the  House  who  did  not  make  ••»  ^''  •[•  »  ••  •-  ,•***'.  "^  *-  *^'*-  "^ 
the  aam.  calculation.  I  wond.r  whether  7;' 'il^lViriX;!!;^^^ 
there  IS  any  parson  on  the  rrtmt  Minis-  u  ikm  InUoa  hM.i.m^d..i  fn«i  iK-  ImpmU 
terial  |t«*nch,  with  the  excvptiun  of  th«*  rviiMi^t  vHi.h  tkalm|«n«l  l^tf liu»ret  has 
Home  Seiretary,  who  made  lo  remark-  rtium^*  Ljul  iKmo  fr«  Um  Uwrnm^ 
able  a  speech  at  the  time  of  the  Ponte-  AUtdere..  1  !»«•  ^.4.4  m  rmin ' - 
f  ract  (liection,  who  did  not  make  the  raooUect  that  the  Prima  Minislar  at  thai 
VOL.  OOCIL    [THiao  amia.]         '         S  H 
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time  bad  had  mach  experience  of  public 
life— 

"1  have  looked  in  vain  for  any  practical 
scheme  of  policy  which  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment is  Dot  oquid  to  deal  with,  which  it  refuses 
to  deal  with,  and  which  is  to  be  brought  about 
by  Home  Hule." 

Then  tbe  Prime  Minister  proceeds  to 
turn  tbe  policy  of  Bepeal  into  ridicule. 
The  House  beard  bim  satirize  my  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  with  all  the 
force  of  bis  satire ;  but  that  satire  was 
perfectly  feeble  compared  with  the  force 
of  the  ridicule  he  poured  upon  the  policy 
of  Bepeal  at  Aberdeen.  What  aid  he 
say  ?    He  said — 

"  I  have  seen  nothing  in  favour  of  Kepeal, 
except  that  it  is  stated  that  there  is  a  quantity 
of  fish  in  the  seas  which  surroond  Ireland ;  and 
that  if  they  had  Home  Rule  they  would  catch  a 
great  deal  of  these  fish."  (Much  laughter  and  loud 
cheers  from  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen.) 

But  tbe  Prime  Minister  argned  bis  point 
out  very  closely.    He  continued — 

*'  There  are  fish  in  the  seas  which  surround 
England  and  Scotland.  Eugland  has  no  Home 
Bule ;  Scotland  has  no  Home  Rule ;  but  they 
manage  to  catch  the  fish." 

Again  loud  laagbter  and  renewed  cheers. 
Then  be  goes  on— 

"You  would  expect,  when  it  is  said  that 
the  Imperial  Parliament  is  to  be  broken  up, 
that  at  least  a  case  should  be  made  out  showing 
great  subjects  of  policy  and  great  dcmantU 
necessary  for  the  welfare  of  Ireland  which  the 
Representatiyes  of  Ireland  had  united  to  ask, 
ana  which  the  RenresentatiTes  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  had  united  to  refuse." 

Then  he  g^es  on  to  state  categorically — 

"  There  is  no  such'grievance.  There  is  no- 
thing  that  Ireland  has  asked,  and  which  this 
country  and  this  Parliament  has  refused.  This 
Parliament  has  done  for  Ireland  what  it  would 
have  scrupled  to  do  for  Scotland  and  Eiag* 
knd." 

Again  load  cheers,  and  then  tbe  Prime 
Minister  goes  further.    He  said — 

**  What  are  the  inequalities  between  England 
and  Ireland  f  1  declare  that  I  know  of  nona, 
except  that  there  are  oertain  tazee  still  remain- 
inff  which  are  levied  upon  Scotchmen  and  Eng- 
lishmen, and  not  levied  upon  Ireland ;  and  like- 
wise that  there  are  certain  charges  for  which 
public  money  is  freely  and  largely  given  in 
Ireland,  and  not  given  in  Engluid  and  Scot- 
land. That  teems  to  me  a  very  feeble  case 
indeed  for  the  argument  which  has  been  made, 
by  means  of  which  the  fabrio  of  the  United 
Parliament  of  this  country  is  to  be  broken  up.'* 

May  I  read  a  little  more  ?  After  all,  we 
are  greatly  dependent  upon  the  argu- 
ments of  these  neat  men  for  our  oppo- 
sition to  tbe  poucy  of  Bepeal.    We  can 
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neyer  produce  anything  better ;  and  as 
at  Uie  present  moment  the  policy  of 
Bepeal  is  tbe  Prime  Minister's  remedy 
for  tbe  restoration  of  social  order  in 
Ireland — [Mr.  Gladstone  dissented,  and 
enes  of  **  No,  no !  "  from  th$  MinitUrial 
Benchesi — I  feel  that  I  am  not  travelling 
far  from  tbe  question  in  placing  tbe  most 
convincing  arguments  before  the  House. 
Then  the  Prime  Minister  went  on  to 
say— 

*'If  the  doctrines  of  Home  Rule  are  to  be 
established  for  Ireland,  I  protest  on  ^our  behalf 
that  you  are  just  as  well  entitled  to  it  in  Scot- 
land, and,  moreover,  I  protest  on  behalf  of 
Wales,  in  which  I  have  lived  a  good  deal,  and 
where  there  are  800,000  people  who  to  this  dav 
— such  is  their  sentiment  of  nationality— speak 
hardly  anything  but  their  own  tongue— I  pro- 
test on  behalf  of  Wales  that  they  are  entitled  to 
Home  Rule  there." 

Now,  observe  this — 
«  Can  any  sensible  man,  any  rational  man  **— 

it  is  strong,  though  it  is  redundant — 

"  can  any  rational  man,  can  any  sennble  man. 
suppose  that  at  this  time  of  day,  in  this  condi- 
tion of  the  world,  we  are  going  to  disintegrate 
the  great  capital  institutions  of  the  countiy  for 
the  purpose  of  making  ourselves  ridiculous  in 
the  sight  of  all  mankind,  of  cripplinf^  any  power 
we  possess  for  bestowing  what  mestugs  we  may 
through  legislation  on  the  country  to  which  we 
belong  P  '* 

Loud  cheers  from  his  audienoe.  There 
is  one  more  sentence,  if  I  am  not  tree* 
passing  too  much  on  your  time.  [CriW 
o/  '*  Oo  on ! "]  I  have  a  great  mind  to 
keep  it  for  another  day.  But,  Sir,  thai 
is  not  all.  The  Prime  Minister  stated, 
in  interrupting  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  that  when  Mr.  Butt  first 
introduced  bis  Home  Bule  scheme  to 
Parliament  be  took  no  part  in  tbe 
debate.  The  Prime  Minister  will  not 
suspect  me  of  intentiooal  disrespect  if  I 
am  obliged  to  contradict  him  from  tbe 
columns  of  Samard.  In  the  year  1874 
— I  daresay  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
forgets  that  year,  because  it  is  not  a 
pleasant  year  for  bim  to  recall — ^Mr. 
Butt,  who  was  at  that  time  at  tbe  bead 
of  a  considerable  Party,  moved  an 
Amendment  to  tho  Address.  [Mr.  Glai>- 
STONE  made  an  observation  which  was 
inaudible.]  Pardon  me;  perhaps  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  allow  me  to 
proceed.  Mr.  Butt  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address,  asking  for  inquiry 
and  examination  into  the  existing  sp* 
tem  of  government  in  Ireland,  complatn- 
ing  that  the  Irish  people  did  not  aiyoy 
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the  fall  benefiu  of  the  Conttitntion,  and  '  oppodtion  to  tho  poltrj  of  Reped.  But 
tho  riffht  hoo.  Gentl<«inan  took  part  in  my  cmlcuUtion  ha*  him  aotirely  npael 
that  debate*.  [Mr.  GLAt>rru:fi::  Ilnar,  on  that  pnnt,  not  onlj  by  tha  •poach 
h««ar !  1  Ha  made  a  most  able  •pe<Th ;  i  whirh  the  IVime  Mioiftti»r  baa  maaa  to- 
and  thit  ie  hov  he  di^ncribed  the  epe^^ch  night,  but  by  thu  tnrlosion  of  tho  right 
of  Mr.  Butt.     IIo  aaid—  hon.  Gontl«»nan  the  (?hit*f  84<cretar3r  for 

•  Wha  U  It  ny  h.m.  umI  Irarttrd  Vrimd  Ireland  and  the  exrlu«ion  of  tho  noblo 
aaUuitoaor  Up  my  h«t  ht«  framrd  •  per-  ,  liord  tho  Member  for  the  Roeaendalo 
f.^tly  inirlliKiMo  nUn  )•>  whi-h  affairs  miIu-  IHTiston  of  I^ancaAhin*  the  Marqaeaa  of 
.n.lr  Irijh  arr  to  W' ai.iu-«l  m  »n  IriOi  Par-  Hartington  .  which  baTo  ahowo  mt  error 
hunrtit,  i»ul  that  affAirt  n»»t  r\ilu«trlv  ln«h     :^^^,.__'*i,ii         ^_         ti.i 

arc  to  he  a»*  u*N^  10  thi.  I'arU.mrni.  ao.l  ih.  ««  *  »V'*^  unmi^ukable  manner.  1  thai- 
Mt  mUrt  rr|.n«ntii»i  In UnU  arr  to  cvtar  hrn  |«nf?«  lhi»  right  hon.  GoDtlfinan  to  deny 
for  thit  par]K«c."  it  — I  thallenge  anr  single  rreponaiblo 

Thtt  waa  the  objixt  of  Mr.  Butt  in  I  ^ *•"**•/  on  that  lUrh  to  g^t  un  and 
moTing  an  Amendment  to  th«  AMu^ ;  l^l?/  «*"■*  ^*»^  V^'^'^r  *^»''»»  *^*  *^«« 
and  tho  nght  hon.  Gentleman  thus  MiniMor  r^mteninUt^  aa  a  eub-tanUal 
n>aa-)n8-.  I  *?^  '•m*J'»l  H|«J  «.•  policy  of  lUned. 

..  ..     .^     .    «•    «.    .  .  If  I  am  wrong,  thore  nmoapoloinr  I  will 

•*H«.--thati«,Mr  Butt*  **Mrt  irr««t  Uia.  •  „   .  „,.v     «  ?«-.    t  M.^IUt^JL  kll^t^  — 

— ..  i^  *.  .  ^..^1^  ;•  I..I..I  ..I  -  -L.  •   . oot  makO'^noDe.  1  cuailrnge  mm  toaay 

iii««  to  m-iuirr  «ith  a  %».  w  u>  thr  trinoval  «.|  another  1  am  nght  or  wrong.  \\  oil,  the 
u.is  diMhituft.  ttuo.  TAkinff  my  h<n.  and  '  Houro  i  a  Tt- ry  kind  in  allowing  mo  to 
]•  irD<<«l  Kntnd  tm  ht«  o«n  »h<>»inff,  il««t  hi*  |  oxplaio  the  failure  of  all  my  caJcula* 
iK  nk.  if  Ui.^ii.f*«t»yti  rii.u  ill  a  o  intrj.  the    jj^^o^      ^yith  regard  to  my  oalculati<ma 

c .,»  U  h.M  a  mt.n«  m.-Jr  m  wK;.  h  a  rt«iI  •  *•  ^«^**»«  ^"*V*  '*^  ^r}^^^^  of  cmr^  it 
A«.tfiM%  lur  U.r  lm)Hf»al  Tar luin. ni  ahouU  ,  ^^^  b<»caoie  I  «a«  Wild  enough  to  baao 
ni«<t  t).At  auu  t»i  ihxtign  :  I  m>.  on  tit**  ion-  [  mj  hop<>«  Upon  tho  n»n«ifttency  of  the 
Utrr.  It  u  a  OAfi^.n  ut  and  tn.  iiv  ■«*!.m  f..r  I  Prime  Minintor  that  1  ma^le  them.  Bat 
lir;.tn..t.i  tn  aa  .,t    t- .». .  unt.  r  r..t..  n^Mi..  .  j  ^^^^j^  anothor  great  emir  in  my  calcn- 

»at.*fAi  tl-  M.     if     It     r»*.M      ril»t«.     lillh     lh«"     »»•    I    1     .•  I  "       ^       t         ..t  .    ",  • 

. ifu.  o  •»... h  n.^y  m.4n  anuhins  .r  n  thii.rf  '  l»^»<»tt^  ai*)  connt»ct«l  with  ecKial order; 
»hi  h  nt«>  |NrhA|«(tn<iUAt«  th.  f«.linic«  «f  ,  and  I  oi|M<«t  that  eomo  of  my  l>(>lleagui«a 
Ifltf.-l  for  a  inti.«ni.  and  aitrA-t  a  |>b»>jt.^    Mt'ing  on  tht«  IWnch  did  thoeamo.    We 


bfi^tth  (if  |H  fiularil%.  tut  «hi«  h,  wh«n  the  dt\ 

if    tritl  r«  nna,  may  U*  ti  and  mtir^ly  !•>  Imil 

V*m      It   la   a  mvlhM  of   |trt««««ltnic  «K)«h. 

•  J.»t.%rT  Ttrty  mav  U  in  w.w.r.  .**iK.t.t.r    irniaoa  01   mo   in«a    i^auonu  i^agu 

n«.siin«  n.\%  U  a-!,  {t.d.  I  tnatt  tht«  II.ii»>    [  Mr  T.  I*.  <  >*(\)X3roa :  And  in  t^ngland 


t«» tally  aDdvr-eatiuiat<«d,  and  wo  totally 
miacal(*ulat«Hl,  the  enormooa  power  in 


Ireland  <>f  the  Irish  National  League. 

*ti  n<i«r  M.tiir««ad  u>  ado}>t  "—  i  Usnm^d,    Hon.  Memb«>r«  l»olow  the  Gangway  need 
("**'  '^^*  not  \^  a*hatnmlof  tho  powomf  thelriah 

(••n<»ar,  beer!"  I  Thr«e,  of  couree.  I^i^aguo—  fV. #«#/••  No  !*• /rem  IA# /rwA 
may  Ko  admirablo  arguments,  and  I  ^  /♦Vi»rA#« ^  —  thoy  an*  rery  proud  of  it  in 
iii/h.  If  thoroughly  agT(*e  with  thoin ;  but  In^landf  Than,  why  d<NHi  tho  hon.  Mem- 
I  iiiu  i»urj»n*«  1  at  th'-ir  b«:ng  choorod  so  '  l»er  for  I#iToq»i¥»|  (Mr.  T.  1*.  t)'<  onnor), 
I  t.tliuMa%tirally  by  hon.  Monil»«*r«  Ih'I^iw  an  Kngliah  Memlnr,  app<»ar  to  be 
t)i*>  (iangway  on  this  (lido  of  the  IIouso,  !  oirond«'d  and  annoyed  because  I  say 
)mi  au^  thoro  could  not  bo  a  m^re  r(»n<  j  that  whoo  the  late  GoTemment  camo 
%.i4«it.g  pnnif  aifonhHl  to  my  mind  that  into  Offico,  and  f<»r  a  littlo  while  aflor 
A  f«»w  yoars  ago  tho  Primo  Mitii«tor  wsi»  th«*y  came  inti>  OfRco,  I  had  under-«eti- 
|>orf«('tIy  h(><»ul«  not  only  to  any  p<>h  y  matcnl  and  mi«ralrulateil  the  power  of 
inrolving  iC'poal,  but  to  the  particular  '  tho  Nati<»nal  I^eaguof 
|><>Ii(y  n«>w  r<iomm*ndrd  t->  Parlinmont  Ma.  T.  P.  OTuNNoK  roseamid  criaa 
-  tho  p*li>y  of  in<|UirT  and  oiamination  of  *M>rder !  "  IIo  said :  Tho  noble  Lord 
f«>r  which  he  now  rlmtuv  the  in«lulg«'iiro  has  made  a  pers(»nal  reforvnce  to  me; 
of  Parliamtnt.  That  p>iuy  wsa  uu\y  a  and  I  hare  a  Perfi<t  right,  in  ai<«>rd« 
f«  w  yosr«  ago,  in  tho  wortlaof  tho  Prui.o  an<o  with  tho  Kuloe  of  the  lloo^e.  to 
Mini*t«*r,  a  dangorous  ono,  and  otio  eiploin.  He  seems  to  imply  that  I 
nhi'h  Parhamont  ought  no^or  to  ar!(»pt  diaappri>rod  of  his  sut^ment.  What  I 
'1  fjiit  was  why.  as  I  ttiink  I  ba^o  ahown  ^aid  ws«  that  we  aro  prood  of  the  power 
t«»  tho  IIou«e.  I  waa  not  unjustified  in  of  the  National  league  in  Irvlaad,  and 
bi  l.oTing^in  fact,  I  was  pretty  sure—    also  in  Kagland. 

that  whateror  happened,  the  two  great  I      I>>aD  KANI)OU*II  CIIfMtrHIU. : 
Vntiah  political  rartiea  wonU  naita  in  1 1  na  aorry  the  lw«.  Member  baa  thought 
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it  neoessary  to  make  that  interruption, 
beoause  it  only  strengthens  my  argu- 
ment.   I  say  that  the  power  of  the  Na- 
tional League  in  Ireland,  supported  by 
the  power  of  the  National  lieague  in 
England,  and  by  86  Members  in  this 
House,  was  a  power  which  the  late  Go- 
vernment, I  admit,  has  omitted  in  their 
calculation,  and  that  they  had  totally 
under-estimated  it.     Now,  Sir,  I  come, 
if  I  may  be  allowed,  to  that  quotation 
from  my  speech  at  Birmingham  on  which 
the  right  hou.  Gentleman  has  laid  so 
much  stress.    I  am  glad  that  he  made  a 
quotation  from  my  speech.   I  may  say  I 
feel  a  kind  of  personal  vanity,  because 
it  is  the  first  of  my  speeches  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  condescended 
to  notice.    The  words  which  I  used  at 
Birmingham  were,  I  believe,  correct  and 
justifiable,  so  far  as  official  information 
at  that  time  went,  and  were  based  upon 
facts  and  figures  of  crime  and  outrage. 
I  did  not  make  that  statement  on  my 
own  authority.    Before  I  went  to  Bir- 
mingham, I  had  the  opportunity  of  pass- 
ing a  few  days  in  Ireland,  and  of  con- 
sulting the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the 
Irish  authorities.     My  statement  that 
the  abandonment  of  the  Crimes  Act  had 
been  abundantly    justified  was  solely 
limited  to  the  information  g^ven  me  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  crime  and  outrage 
in  Ireland,  and  to  one  thing  more — 
namely,  to  the  prospect  which  the  Ad- 
ministration had  of  dealing  with  that 
crime   and   outrage    by    the    ordinary 
criminal  process.     I  contend  that  the 
statement  I  made  was  an  accurate  state- 
ment, and  that  there  was  nothing  erro- 
neous in  it.     More  than  that,  it  was 
based  on  the  statemeot  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  who  now  leads  the  Opposition. 
The  Prime  Minister  said  that  we  had 
never  given  any  intimation  of  what  our 
policy  with  regard  to  Ireland  would  be 
when  the  new  Parliament  met,  if  the 
social  state  of  Ireland  did  not  improve. 
May  I  not  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  common  fairness,  to  modify  his  asser- 
tion, that  at  the  time  of  the  General 
Election,  for  the  purpose  of  electioneer- 
ing gain,  we  stated  that  the  state  of 
Ireland  was  perfectly  satisfactory ;  that 
the  policy  of  abandoning  the  Crimes  Act 
had  Deen  a  complete  success ;  and  that 
there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any- 
thing would  induce  a  Conservative  Go- 
vernment again  to  apply  to  ParUamont 
for  exceptional  legislation.    The  state- 
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ment  is  that  we  did  that  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  an  electioneering  advantage. 
I  think  J  am  not  misrepresenting  tne 
statement ;  and,  of  course,  it  is  a  point 
on  which  I  feel  a  little  sensitive.  When 
you  come  to  analyse  it,  it  is  not  a  very 
pleasant  accusation ;  but  I  think,  when 
the  Prime  Minister  reads  the  speech  de- 
livered by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  to  his  constituents,  or 
rather  to  those  from  whom  he  was  seek- 
ing election,  he  will  be  prepared  to 
modify,  if  not  altogether  to  withdraw, 
his  statement.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
said — 

'*  That  the  CoiiBorvatiTe  Party  had  resolred 
that  they  would  not  introduce  exceptional  legis- 
lation for  the  prevention  of  crime  in  Irdand, 
unless  perfectly  conrinced  that  crime  oould  not 
he  prevented  by  the  ordinary  law ;  " 

but  he  added — and  let  me  draw  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  this — 

'*  That  he  could  assure  his  hearers  that  if  it 
should  he  proved  that  the  powers  of  the  ordi- 
nary law  did  not  suffice  to  preserve  peace  and 
order  in  Ireland,  the  Ministry  would  not  allow 
months  to  elapse,  as  did  Her  Alajesty's  late 
Government,"  (that  is,  the  last  Liheral  Ministry) 
"without  coming  to  Parliamant  to  ask  it  to 
help  them  in  this  matter." 

I  do  not  think  that  there  was  any  con- 
cealment or  fraud  practised  on  the  elec- 
tors in  that  matter  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  any  more  than  by  Loni  Salis- 
bury. It  was  by  him  clearly  stated  that 
the  success  of  the  experiment  that  had 
been  tried  was  a  matter  of  doubt,  and 
that  if  we  found  the  ordinary  law  to  be 
inadequate  for  the  preservation  of  order 
and  national  freedom  in  Ireland,  we 
should  not  hesitate  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment and  ask  for  further  powers.  With 
regard  to  this  question  of  social  order 
in  Ireland,  when  I  was  myself  in  Ire- 
land— I  think  in  the  middle  of  October 
— certainly  Lord  Carnarvon,  and  many 
of  the  authorities  in  Ireland,  developed 
to  me  their  views  as  to  the  tremendous 
power  of  the  National  League ;  and  I 
can  say  that  at  that  time  Lord  Car- 
narvon and  those  who  advised  him 
were  extremely  anxious  and  alarmed  at 
the  growing  power  of  the  League  in 
Ireland.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  A^  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland,  who  cheer 
that  statement,  quite  certain — is  the 
House  quite  certain — that  the  same 
alarm,  that  the  same  fear  and  the  same 
nervousnesB  as  to  the  power  of  the  Na- 


tinnal  Ti^Aitao  in  In^laod  aro  not  to  b«  '  th««*tUtoDc«  of  the  Xat'onal  I^ft'uo  in 
fouml  00  tbo  Trfa^urj  p4»ncb  ?  Well,  '  Ireland.  ex<«m» in (CCf»-orUi nati»auth(»ri ty 
i^ir,  obvtoualj  at  that  tiiuo  no  Cabtn<*t  in  Ireland ,  baa  more  {wiwi^r  and  autbo* 
tn«H*tin)(a  woro  boinf^  b«Ud — oona  w««ro  ritj  than  that  of  tho  QtiM»n'a  (}ov<Tn* 
lirld  from  tb«>  inid>l!*<  of  (Ktobor  to  !><*•  '  mrnt.  and  ban  produced  an  unparftlM«d 
<*>iuber,  for  tho  Kt«o*ionii  wcro  tnkiiii?  f»ta(o  of  nntional  d«>momltx%iion.  Thi^ 
i>l.i<o.  A  (^abimt  tn«»ctirig  wna  hold  in  .  \%  an  ojiinion  wo  aro  «'ntitl«Hl  to  hold. 
l)(r«>in!HT — I  ho|M*  I  am  not  wcar^injc  Hon.  Mombrra  Im'Iow  tho  (ianf^way,  I 
ttiA  lI<iu«o  too  murh^I  think  on  tho  '  daroi^ij,  alto)(oth(<r  dMiicrtM*  «ith  it; 
'Jud  of  I >iH'emf H«r,  and  I>ord  (^nrnarvon  '  but,  at  Mir  rat<\  th««v  vill  admit  that  it 
nnd  Li»rd  Afthbotirno  brought  In^foro  the  ta  an  opinion  «htih  th<«  <>npof»ition  ara 
(\ibinct  th<^  cxtraonlinarj  doTolopment  I  entitb'd  to  hoM.  and  which  right  hon. 
and  th*'  unlimited  roi^ourct  4  of  tho  0<*ntb*in«»n  r<*«t*iittyin  OfRn^arenotonly 
Nntional  league.  Thai  wan  the  iia«  .  entttb^l  to  h<»ld.  !*ut  are  bound  to  plac« 
ture  of  tho  l^>nguo  then ^a  trem^ndoiin  before  tho  Houne.  What  wat  our 
ntid  formidable  organization.     What  it '  remedy  f     It  waa  that  thoae  two  Uo?t*m« 


yMk^k  then  it  ia  at  the  i>reM>tit  dar, 
iiir.thi)'jt  tlio  ftlightt'ot  doubt  whatever. 
Nt»w,  t*.o  CViniei  Act  waa  ultorly  u*©- 
b*Mi   for   th«*   purptwe   c*f   doaliug  with 


menta  couhl  not  continue  to  extat  if 
•wx  iai  order  waa  to  !h«  maintained  ;  and 
we  pr<»po*ed  bj  law  to  •uppreM  the  Na« 
tional  l>«"i;fue.     That  in  a  rcm<*dT  which 


tho  Nittiii'al  I^mgue;  and  if  I  waa  the  right  hon.  Oentl<*man  tha  Prime 
in  {>ower  to- morrow,  wtthf»ut  a  C<d-  llini»tcr  tfUa  u^i  ia  a  bad  remedy,  be* 
lvalue,  and  with  irrcftpmsible  power,  cauae  it  would  have  led  to  Parliamentary 
und  wiOutl  tn  rentoro  order,  I  w«mld  no  '  di<t.^)mfiture  and  diianter.  Hut  if  the 
iDore  think  of  renewing  tho  rnm<»4  Ad  (lovrrnment  betii've  a  certain  remedy  to 
for  thi^  purfMifto  than  of  fl)ing.  That  i»  b««  right,  hhould  th«ir  remedy  be  k«*pt 
n«it,  to  mr  mind,  re<|uinHl  for  the  itato  ■  biuk  for  fear  of  diacomtitun*  and  dis- 
of  thin^«i  exii^ting  in  Ireland  now.  lh«*  aAter?  I  should  like  t<»  a*k  the  right 
rHmc^  Art  wan  pa*«d  to  deal  with  an  hon.  (Gentleman  whether  it  \%  becau»<« 
undet<Ht<'d  and  an  tinlrnit*tl  amount  of  b*«  f«»ared  it  would  Ifnd  to  dn^ater  and 
<  rime.  Hut  in  Ir«'Und  at  iireM*ut  what  diMomtiture  that  he  refused  to  ad<ipt  our 
we  have  ia  a  power  which,  dy  tlie  error*  ren)«Mr,  and  prop>«ea  another  the  de* 
of  former  (2«)T<Tnnient«i,  perhapa  the  la^t  (aila  of  which  we  hare  not  before  naf 
(t  iTeiument,  porhap«  the  Ootrrnmont  The  Nt  of  April  may  give  th«>«e  detaila 
I'ofiire  that,  ban  been  aIlowi*d  to  ext**nd  |  t'>  ufl  ;  but  the  nature  of  them  we  know 
!••*  di  •;"»'. ir  iwar  over  thn^e  ProTinoi  4  of  b«*yond  any  n.annor  of  doubt.  The 
In'lund— ab**»lutely  ade»jK»ti«'  •way,  and  ,  remedy  of  the  Prime  MiniM«*r.  in  ord<T 
by  th**  f»:<l«*  of  that  p<>wer  tlm  iiuiN  n*«  that  he  may  e<M  ape  digram  A  tu  re  and  die* 
(iov«rum«'Ut  i*  |M»werIf^a.  Th<  re  are  |  nnter,  it  not  to  auppreM  the  National 
two  Govfmm«  nta  in  Ireland  at  the  pre-  Iy*aguo,  but  to  conc<»de  the  government 
>•  fit  moment.  That  ia  the  fact  I  wi<»h  of  ln*land  almoftt  entirely  to  the  Na« 
ti>  draw  att««btion  to.  There  are  two  tional  Ix*ague.  When  in  Office,  I  and 
Uovemmeut4  in  Ireland  at  the  pn^^nt  t»y  (\dleagnea  had  a  mo*t  unfortunata 
moment,  and  of  th'HM*  two  OoTomm«nt«  prejudite  in  the  matter.  We  took  into 
that  whtih  aitn  in  this  Houte  ia  the  our  head*  a  mo«t  nntt  onary  and  obao- 
weaker.  If  that  i«  •'>.  I  will  again  ven*  |  Irte  opinion.  We  thought  it  waa  the 
tun«  to  chilli'n^  thv  ofliiial  o|  :t.i<in  of  duly  of  Her  Maj«*ety*ft  llini«tera  to  tup- 
th<^  (^hi«'f  S«<  rt'ttry  to  tho  I^>rd  Lieu*  !  y*\xx  and  aiMM*rt  the  (}<>«ernm**nt  of  the 
tenant,  aho  hta  now  Imh'U  »*»m<'  tim*-  in  ii  H»en ;  but  it  apix^ar*.  fn>m  thed<»  tniie 
OtUce,  but  who  ban  never  gir«<n  to  thf*  mhuh  the  right  hon.  Oentlcman  now 
Il«iu«f*  hi^oi  tn:onon  thi«  mo«tim|*or1ant  boM*,  th«t  theae  are  unfaahiooable  d<ic* 
tyv  ntion  That  i«  our  vit«w  of  the  *tate  tritie*.  whirh  would  lead  to  ditt<i»m6ture 
of  IrtOand.  and  the  •late  of  »«Kial  or*I«  r  and  di«a«ter.  lh«*n  the  rig^t  hon.  Gen- 
tl.f-ro.  Thi*roare  two(}f>irmni«'nt^  in  the  tl«  *.. jn  went  on  to  make  a  miMt  extra* 
c«iuntry,  and  it  in  ab«  ilut«*ty  impo««-Me  <  rdinary  statement.  He  «aidthat  if  the 
for  any  man  to  »«*rre  two  ii«)Vfmment«  Ute  liovemnonl.  abamiotiing  thep«ili(y 
A  atiitty  which  ia  dividt<i  again»t  )t^'*If  <if  •uppri*Mtng  t!.<*  league,  and  taking 
ill  a  aiMiety  which  ia  in  a  ruinoua  and  up  tfimc  other  policy,  bad  cone  to  Par- 
d>ing  «tate.  Thit  ia  our  p*>«ition  ;  thi«  Iiament  with  that  fioHcy,  the  lata  Go* 
ta  what  we  believe.     We  beltew  that  ^  verament  knew  that  they  might  count 
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on  the  generous  support  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  [Mr.  Gladstone  dis- 
sented.] I  shall  be  glad  not  to  mis- 
represent the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
this  point,  or  to  misquote  him  ;  but  that 
is  certainly  what  I  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say ;  but  I  will  put  it 
in  this  way — that  if  we  had  produced  an 
Irish  policy  we  might  have  counted  on 
his  generous  support.  [Mr.  Gladstone 
assented.]  Certainly  we  had  reasons  to 
believe  that  we  might  count  on  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  support  if  our  policy 
took  a  certain  direction.  If  we  were  to 
abandon  all  the  traditions  of  the  Tory 
Party — all  the  traditions  that  have  ani- 
mated every  English  Minister  about 
Ireland,  then,  indeed,  we  might  have 
counted  upon  his  support.  But,  much 
as  we  value  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
support,  we  could  not  buy  it  at  that 
price.  I  feel  that  the  House  has  been 
very  indulgent  to  me;  and  although 
the  subject  is  one  which  admits  of  much 
inauiry,  and  is  one  which  I  think  the 
publio  have  a  right  to  have  placed  be- 
fore them  in  much  detail,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  conclude  my  remarks  within  a 
very  few  minutes.  I  was  referring  to 
the  power  of  the  National  League,  and 
I  was  asking  the  House  to  recollect  that 
that  power  was  greater  than  that  of  the 
Queen's  Government.  Now,  I  ask  the 
House  to  allow  me  to  quote  the  words 
of  the  Members  of  the  League,  in  order 
to  illustrate  the  power  of  the  League, 
and  also  the  fact  that  that  power  is  as 
great  as  ever,  although,  for  a  moment, 
it  is  disarmed.  Nothing  could  have 
exceeded  the  ridicule  which  the  Prime 
Minister  poured  on  the  arguments 
brought  forward  by  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  Holmes),  because 
he  stated  that  the  League  had  exerted 
itself  to  restore  order  in  Ireland,  and 
he  referred  to  the  visit  of  Mr.  Davitt  to 
Kerry.  My  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  drew  a  conclusion  from  that 
whioh  the  Prime  Minister  ridiculed. 
But  what  does  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) — one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential Members  of  the  League— say 
about  that  organization  ?  I  entreat  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  quotation. 
The  hon.  Member  said,  on  the  17th  of 
Febmaiy — 

<*  The  Inch  people  were  not  deeUned  to  be 
OAQght  in  a  trap.  Their  eyes  were  open ;  their 
reeonroet  were  ineabaostible ;  and*'— mark 
thia»<  <  thongh  thia  iplendid  organiaataon  which 
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had  been  built  np  waa  very  quiet  at  preaent, 
they  could  meet  whatever  waa  before  them, 
perfectly  willing  to  take  the  field  again  with 
undiminished  vigour  and  increased  reeonroes, 
should  the  Whigs  prove  treacherous  again. 


•t 


That  is  the  power  which,  counting  on 
your  meeting  their  wishes,  has  exerted 
the  tremendous  resources  of  the  League 
in  producing  a  momentary  calm  in  Ire- 
land. What  do  you  think  will  happen 
in  Ireland  if  you  fall  short  of  satisfying 
the  wishes  of  hon.  Members,  or  the 
House  of  Commons  will  not  support  you 
in  meeting  their  wishes  ?  What  sort  of 
measures  will  it  be  necessary  to  propose 
to  Parliament  for  the  restoration  of 
social  order  in  Ireland  ?  It  will  become 
a  life-and- death  struggle  between  the 
National  League  and  the  Qovernment 
of  the  Queen ;  and  on  which  side  will 
the  Prime  Minister  bef  That  is  a 
question  I  wish  to  put  to  the  House  to- 
night. We  see  this  great  struggle 
coming ;  you  may  put  it  off  by  various 
attempts  to  construct  an  Irish  Parlia- 
ment. I  do  not  myself  believe  for  a 
moment  that  that  policy  will  be  accepted 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament ;  I  believe 
it  will  fail.  I  believe,  further,  that  any 
policy  you  may  propose  which  may  unite 
your  Cabinet  and  your  Party  will  not 
come  up  to  the  desires  of  that  powerful 
organization.  I  believe  it  will  fall  short 
of  it,  and  that  organization  will  oppose 
your  policy  as  being  inadequate  for  the 
National  League ;  but  it  will  go  too  far 
for  the  great  common  sense  of  the  Par- 
liament of  England ;  and  then  I  want  to 
know,  in  that  case,  what  will  be  the 
state  of  social  order  in  Ireland  itself, 
and  what  views  and  what  policy  will 
you  then  place  before  Parliament? 
Are  the  Opposition  asking  an  nnrea* 
sonable  question  of  the  Government  P 
[''Tes,  yes!"]  I  ask  the  House  to 
forbear  for  a  few  moments.  Have  we 
taken  up,  uselessly,  the  time  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to-night?  Were 
we  not  bound,  holding  tne  opinions 
which  we  do,  possessing  the  knowledge 
which  we  ought  to  possess  of  Ireland — 
were  we  not  bound  to  take  the  earliest 
Constitutional  opportunity  offered  us  by 
the  Forms  of  Parliament  to  endeavour 
to  elicit  irom  the  Government  their  views 
with  regard  to  their  policy  in  Ireland 
and  their  views  with  regard  to  aodal 
order  there,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  matter  ?  I 
quite  admit  that  the  liberal  Party  have 
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not  t  »ken  %  Iftrjro  •hare  tn  this  doUU ;  •     Qu«.iion  Again  propoMKl,  ••  That  tha 
I  quilo  almil  that  wo,  at  the  ()piK>»i.  .  ^^^^  pTt>po«^  to  ha  frfl  out  aUndpart 
tion,  havo  not  aucr<*f«hHl  in  oztrarlin|(    of  the  Qur>tlon." 
from  tho  (Jovornmont  that  amount  of ' 

iiiformntinn  whuh,  I  holitro.  we  hava  Sir  MK'IIAEL  lUrKSBKAril :  I 
ho<l  a  right  to  look  for  Hut  that  i*  not  ha«l  hn]>«Ml,  Sir,  irh«ni  niv  hon.  and  gal* 
\  <«4f«ntinl  to  our  calculation*.  What  wo  ,  lant  Fri«*nU  tho  MftuKor  for  North 
want  to  do  is  to  lay  lK*iora  thi>  lIotiHt*  Armagh  Major  Haundor»on^  mort«d  tho 
of  Commons  and  tho  country,  to  that  ndjournm«*ut,  tho  IIoum*  might  have 
tho  count rj  may  not  go  to  i^l«*t»p.  a^  it  is  hiH^n  di«p«>«cKl  to  ngr«*4)  to  that  Motii>n« 
apparently  th**  objtH*t  of  •t«tri«mf*n  op-  •  not  merely  lu^rauM*  (»f  tho  knowlinlgi^  and 
p4i^ito  that  it  nhoull  do,  our  k(iowlo<!go  '  «'l"<|U<*nco  which  my  hon.  and  gallant 
<»f  tho  danp^rttiiii  fttato  of  Ir<>Ian<l,  and  ,  Fri«*ad  l>ring^  to  the  di%'Ua»ion  of  Irish 
our  viows,  in  thomoiit«-xplicit  an<l  fonnal  atfaira,  but  bocau 40,  although  throo  ro- 
manner,  of  tho  way  in  which  that  mo^t  markable  i«|>«Ms:hoa  haro  b«'on  d«  Iivi>rml 
dangoroti4  Mato  should  ho  doalt  with  by  to-night,  this  dobnto  ha«i  Ihh«d  princi* 
tho  (lov«*rnmout  of  tho  QtKN^n.  '  pally  n<iuarkabIo  for  tho  c«mi»pirary  of 

Ma.  W.  K.  (tLADMONH:  Sir,  I  oiUnco  which  has  b<wi  maintained 
rifto  to  niako  an  cxplanution  which  tho  amongst  tho  liberal  Tarty.  Not  ono 
BoMo  I^rd  would  not  ]NTmit  mn  togi\i>  word,  in  spito  of  tho  chargoa  mado 
in  th<>  iourao  of  \\\%  »pc«sh-  iif  courso,  jagniimt  tho  National  Ij^aguo,  hat  boon 
ho  was  quite  justitic^l  in  n*futing  mo  ,  hoard  from  ita  Momf »ors ;  not  ono  word 
tho  opportunity  whil**  ho  wan  spoaking.  ,  has  falloo  fr>m  thoto  Mombort  of  tho 
I  do  nut  »p'*ak  of  tho  p<ilicy  of  Kc*|>oai,  .  (tor«»mmcnt  who,  liko  tho  right  hon. 
nor  will  1  spo«k  of  tho  sp^-'h  at  Abfl«r>  |  Oi^ntloroao  tho  Socrotary  for  Scotland 
doon  furthor  than  to  HAY  that  I  Ahall  tako  Mr.  Tr«*vrlyan  ,  if  wo  may  judgo 
thuop|)ortiinity  of  ron  lin^  itovor  n«rnin.  I  from  tboir  pro>ii»us  utt«Tant«s,  can 
But  I  ri'for  to  tho  d<t  laration  of  tho  hardly  agroo,  I  aliould  havo  thought, 
noblo  l»rd  that  ho  would  convict  mo  ,  with  Tory  much  that  hat  fallon  from  tho 
out  of  JJtiHsarti  4*f  having  boon  in  orror  .  I'rimo  Ministor  ;  not  ono  word  fmm  tho 
whon  I  said  I  was  ab^*'nt  at  tho  timo  right  hon.  (totithman  who  is  primarilj 
whon  Mr.  Hutt  brotight  forward  his  r««*»{K>nsiblo  for  tho  goTommont  of  Ire* 
plan  of  l{o|H>al.  8ir,  that  statotnont  was  land,  though  ho  can  apoak  on  this  tub* 
Atric!ly  truo.  I  was  pn^ot  nt  at  tho  timo  jiH-t  outaido  tho  Ilouto.  Again,  8ir, 
whon  Mr.  Hutt  pniposod  to  doal  with  ,  wo  havo  hoard  nothing  from  tho  now 
th<*  <|:i<  "t'-ion  br  moau4  of  a  Giminitt«*o  Fourth  Party  rvproAontinl  now  by  tha 
of  In<|uiry.     His  Motion  was  for  an  in- '  right  hon.  and  loaruM  Gootloman   Sir 


qiiiry.  1  sp4»k<«  u|M»n  that  occasion,  and  I  Ilonry  Jamc*s  who  sita  behind  tho  Go- 
1  «ihJ4ct«*<l,  as  I  should  now  obj«M*t,  to  !  Tvmm«»nl.  1  had  thought,  in  th«iao  car- 
that  m«'tSol  of  di'aling  with  tho  (juot-  j(umstancoa,  with  thoso  groat  omiaaicma, 
tion.  Tho  no!>U  I^onl  do«*t  not  t«M*m  to  that  th«*  Ilouto  might  havo  l»ooo  willing 
know  that,  in  IhT'l,  Mr.  Butt  did  bring  '  to  consent  to  a  pndongation  of  tho 
forwartl  hi«  pi  10.  1  d**l)ato ;  but  to  far  aa  wo  aro  conc4«mod 

I»fct»  UA>1K)LFII  CilUnCHILL:    wo  aro  contont,  aftor  tho  ahio  suo««h 

of  my  noblo   Fnond    'lyrd   Randolph 
Churchill  .  to  loaro  th's  mat!<*r  whort*  it 


I   know   that  quito  welL     Uow  many 
sjKHHh«'*  can  bo  mado  y 


Ma  W.  E  OLAl>STnNE:  That  was  ,  is.  Wo  have  mado  tho  prot««t  which 
tho  <M  rd%ion  utM'U  which  I  was  absent ;  1  wo  frit  it  our  duty  to  mak**  again«t  what 
and  if  the  n«>blo  Loni  know  that  I  am  j  wo  ccnsidor  tho  li-traval  of  their  ct»uB« 
s  »rry  h'^  did  not  ftay  it  tt>  thf«  Hou««*.        |  try  by  Her  Uajosty*a  (ioTernmont     Wo 

MAJoa  >ArNIUlhSoN  moved  tho  |  aro  motent,  Sir.  in  having  made  that 
adjournmc'tit  of  tho  debate.  |  protest,  and  I  do  not  prtqioao  to  put  tho 

M.tion  mado,  and  Uuoation  pmposod,  .  """^  ^  tho  trouble  of  a  aaoond  divi- 
••  That  tho  I>ebato  be  now  adjourned.*'-*    •*«»• 

Quottion  put,  and  ftmd  U, 

Uuostionput.  I 

Tho  HouM^.tiV/i:— Ayrs  '.M>| ;  No<w  Main  Quettii  n  pr(»p<»sod.  "That  Vr. 
Hoi :  Majority  loo.-*,I>iT.  List,  No.  16. .    Speaker  do  now  h^io  tlia  (liair.*' 
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BITESFOR  THENE  WPUBLIC  OFFICES— 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  AND  ADMIRALTY. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Mb.  BERESFORD  HOPE :  I  beg  to 
move  that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned, 
and  for  this  reason — that  this  is  the  only 
opportunity  we  shall  have  of  discussing 
the  question  of  the  sites  for  the  now  Ad- 
miralty  and  War  Offices,  which  has 
been  brought  very  prominently  before 
our  notice  in  the  columns  of  the  Press 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  which 
involve  very  important  considerations. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  the  plans  the 
Government  have  decided  upon  are  the 
best  which  could  be  obtained ;  and  I, 
therefore,  think  it  is  desirable  that  we 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  matter. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." — 
{Mr,  JBerei/ord  Hope,) 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  This  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance ;  and  as  it  is  desir- 
able that  there  should  be  no  delay  in 
considering  the  subjecti  I  trust  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Beresford  Hope)  will 
have  the  opportunity  he  seeks  given 
to  him. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Cbilders)  :  I  understand  the  object 
my  right  hon.  Friend  has  in  view.  It 
is  to  raise  a  debate  on  the  plans  for  the 
Admiralty  and  War  Office  Buildings, 
with  regard  to  which  since  last  Session 
there  have  been  proposals  and  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  Society  of  Architects. 
Right  hon.  and  hon.  Oentlemen  wish 
to  nave  a  debate  on  the  subject ;  well, 
obviously,  the  proper  time  for  such  a 
discussion  will  be  when  the  Vote  for 
the  buildings  in  the  Estimates  come 
on  in  Committee  of  Supply.  There  is 
a  separate  and  distinct  Vote  in  the 
Estimates  for  the  proposed  Admiralty 
and  War  Office.  It  is  in  the  1st 
Class,  amongst  the  Votes  for  Public 
Buildings. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  would  make 
a  suggestion  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department.  Could  not  an  arrangement 
be  made  by  which  that  Vote  could  be 
taken  at  a  particular  time,  on  a  par- 
ticular day,  so  as  to  afford  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity for  the  discussion  of  the  matter, 
whicn  is  very  important  f 


Mr.  SPEAKER :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Beresford  Hope)  with- 
draw his  Motion  ? 

Mr.  BERESFORD  HOPE :  I  do. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question,  '*That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to, 

SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Supply — eomiiered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  I. — ^PoBUo   Works  ahb 
Bttildinos. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exeeeding  £31,007,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defny  the  Charge 
which  will  como  in  coarse  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1887, 
for  the  Maintenance  and  Repair  of  Royal 
Palaces." 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  DAMAGES  BILL. 

(Jfr.  Stirttm-y  ChiitUn,  Mr.  BromdhurM.) 

[bill    120.]       SEOORD  KBABINO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Childers)  :  I  beg  to  move  that  this 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time.  I  have 
abreadj  explained  the  effect  of  the  mea* 
sure.  It  is  in  hon.  Members'  hands ; 
therefore,  at  this  late  hour,  I  will  simply 
content  myself  with  moving  the  second 
reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (ifr.  Becretmrf  CMU^n.) 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL :  I  was  in  bopes 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
haye  postponed  this  Bill,  as  he  was  good 
enough  to  do  on  Tuesday  evening,  when 
it  came  on  at  a  late  hour.  This  Bill,  as 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  must  be  aware, 
is  of  a  very  objectionable  character.  No 
one  disputes,  of  course,  that  the  trades* 
men  and  others  who  suffered  in  the 
recent  riotous  proceedings  in  London 
are  entitled  to  some  remedy  at  law ;  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  also  aware 
that  the  Statute  under  which  these 
damages  for  compensation  are  placed  is 
an  obsolete  Statute  of  the  time  of 
George  IV.— 7th  ft  8th,  Chap.  31.    This 


2001  Compfnmiwm  for  {Mabcii  4,  ISAO)  Dmm^  Bill  2009 

Bill  onlj  dealt  with  the  rMult  of  the '  tho  notue  more  than  one  moment^  whilst 
disturbancea  in  the  Metropoli*.  Mow,  I  1  ofTor  an  obeenration  or  two  in  auppori 
represent  a  verj  important  conttituencj  of  the  romark«  which  havo  ju«t  h^^xk 
—one  of  the  most  important  labouring  made  by  the  right  hon.  G«*Dtl(»man  the 
constituencies  in  the  coontrj— and  th^ro  M<*mber  for  Blackburn  (Sir  Robert 
art)  several  hon.  Oontlemnn  near  me  who  IWK  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
reprovent  similar  con^t it uoncies,  and  who  alluded  to  the  borough  I  repres4«nt^ 
entertain  yiewn  simitar  to  mine  on  this  namdj,  the  b<»rough  of  A»hton»  and  I 
matter.  We,  in  Blackburn,  a  few  years  ^  tbtnk  that  what  oocurrM  there  some  1 5 
ago,  had  a  most  nerious  riot  and  popular  \  years  ago  is  a  g«)od  illostration  of  the 
tumult.  Many  tradt^smen  and  others  j  def(»ctiT«'  state  of  the  law  in  the  nuntry 
were  serioualT  injured  in  their  buninees ;  j  towns.  At  that  time  there  was  there  a 
and  when  it  was  sought  to  recover  |  h-cturer,  a  notorious  man  and  a  bad 
damage*  under  the  Act  I  have  referrM  .  character,  named  Murphy.  He  caused 
to,  it  waa  found  impoft»ible  to  do  so.  i  riots  in  the  town,  in  the  course  of  which 
The  Act  is  of  that  obsolete*  character,  damage  was  done  to  a  Catholic  chapel 
always  dealing  with  a  person  called  the  J  to  the  eitent  of  more  than  £1,000.  A 
**  Cbi«*f  Constable.'*  an  individual  who,  !  number  of  dwellings  belonging  to  the 


in  many  places,  no  longer  oiists.  What 
I  would  urgo,  therefore,  on  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  i^  that  ho  should  with- 
draw his  Bill,  which  is  of  a  piocameal 
and  highly  objectionable  character,  and 
introduce  a  measure  which  will  take  in 
the  general  interests  of  the  whole  com- 
munity, as  was  the  case  with  the  Bill 
which  was  pasv^d  in  1827.  This  Bill, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  admits,  is  one 


poorer  dassrs  were  also  wrecked ;  but, 
under  the  existing  law,  it  was  impoe«ible 
to  obtain  compensation.  The  law  is 
this — that  although  buildings  may  l>e 
all  but  ffutted,  all  but  destroyed,  yet,  if 
thoaa  who  proceeded  in  the  work  of  de* 
struction  had  not  the  ultimate  intention 
of  entirely  destroying  the  buildings,  the 
owners  could  obtain  no  compensation 
whatever.     It  is  nec^^sary  to  show  that 


merely  propoiKHl  to  meet  a  particular  those  who  gutted  and  injured  the  build* 
rn«e;  and  I  think  he  informed  the  ings  had  the  intention  of  feloniously 
IIouM  that  he  was  quito  prepar«<d  to  '  destroying  them  in  order  to  secure  com* 
ixinsider  the  whole  matter,  which  I  pensation.  In  that  way,  in  the  case  of  the 
ventured  to  submit  to  him  in  a  Quoftion  riots  to  which  I  have  allude<l,  as  well  as 
this  afternoon.  I  hope,  therefore,  that ,  those  referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  consi- j  tlemaa  the  Member  for  Blackburn,  excerit 
der««d  the  circumstances  of  this  ca^e,  in  one  case,  where  a  house  waa  entirely 
and  the  grievotiiv  injufttlre  that  would  be  pulltKl  down,  no  compensation  of  any 
inflict e<l  on  large  provincial  towns  such  !  kind  was,  or  could  be,  paid.  Now,  Sir, 
as  Nottingham,  Mancheitter,  Blackburn,  \  this  is  a  defective  state  of  the  law  which 
Ashton,  and  other  plac^^s  where  fiopular  has  causi'd  great  dissatisfaction  both  in 
tumultamay  accidentally  arise;  for  were  '  Blackburn  and  Ashton  and  in  other 
the  Bill  to  pass  in  its  present  shap<%  j  towna ;  indeed,  in  all  towns  where  riots 
those  towns  would  be  left  without  com- ;  have  occurred  this  defective  state  of  tha 
tM*osation  for  damage  which  might  result  J  law  has  been  brought  nnder  the  notice 
from  th<Mie  disorders.  I.  of  course,  op-  of  those  who  have  to  administer  the  law. 
poee  the  Bill  on  the  preeent  occasion  ;  Now  that  we  have  an  opportunity,  by 
and  if  I  am  not  support «Hi  by  an  ade*  the  Bill  of  the  right  hon.  <}entleman  the 
quate  numb«T  of  Membera,  I  shall  use  Home  Secretary,  of  having  attention 
e%-ery  exertion  possibl**,  on  subs^^juent  brought  to  bear  u|>on  the  anbjcct,  we  do 
otTations,  to  endeavour  to  counteract  the  .  hotn*  that  he  will  enlarge  his  measure, 
course  taken  by  the  Government  in  se#k-  or  bring  In  one  which  will  remedy  the 
ing  to  apply  thi^  legislation  solely  to  the  grievance  not  only  of  the  Metropolin, 
wealthy  Metropolis,  leavinw  out  of  eon- :  bnt  of  the  whole  conntry.  Wa  cannot 
ftideration  our  great  provincial  towns,  help  thinking  that  unices  we  oppose  thia 
which,  in  the  event  of  suffering  daaaga  partial  Bill,  which  has  been  bronght  in 
from  riots,  will  have  no  means  of  obtain-  bv  the  Home  Secretary,  the  elbct  of 
ing  a  remedy  nnder  the  dafsctive  state  allowing  it  to  paaa  will  be  that  the  whola 
of  the  present  law.  matter  will  so  to  sleep  for  a  good  many 

Mn.  ADDISON  :  I  do  not  propoae,  at   yaars;  for  the  expanaace  or  moat  mesi 
tUa  late  hoar  of  tha  eveainf  ,  to  detain  |  la  that,  whan  Aals  of  Pttrliaaant  of  thia 
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local  kind  are  once  passed,  it  is  very 
difficult  again  to  direct  attention  to  the 
subject  and  get  any  remedy  whatever. 
It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  entirely 
share — and  I  am  sure  that  those  who 
represent  towns  which  have  suffered 
from  riots  will  also  share — the  opinion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Blackburn,  and  that  I  urge  upon  the 
Home  Secretary  the  desirabiJity  of  with- 
drawing this  Bill,  in  order  to  bring  in  a 
measure  which  will  really  deal  with  our 
grievance. 

An  hon.  Member  :  I  trust  the  House 
will  bear  with  me  while  I  venture  to 
add  a  few  observations  to  those  which 
have  just  dropped  from  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  who  has  just  sat  down. 
The  state  of  the  law  is  perfectly  absurd 
in  regard  to  riots  of  this  nature.  It  is 
that  if  the  injury  done  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  total  demolition  the  person 
damnified  cannot  recover  compensation. 
It  will  be  perfectly  apparent  that  as  the 
rioters  on  the  8th  of  February  were  not 
interfered  with  by  the  police,  as  they  did 
not  totally  destroy  the  premises  they  at- 
tacked, therefore  the  demolition  did  not 
come  within  the  interpretation  of  the 
'* total  demolition"  of  thd  law.  For 
that  reason,  those  who  are  damnified 
cannot  recover  compensation  under  the 
existing  law.  Now,  Sir,  there  is  another 
point  wherein  this  Bill  differs  in  spirit 
from  the  existing  law,  and  that  point  I 
submit  to  the  House  is  a  very  important 
one,  unless  it  is  extended  to  the  country 
at  large — that  is  the  source  from  which 
the  com^nsation  is  to  be  recovered. 
The  existing  law  provides  that  the  source 
from  which  the  compensation  is  to  be 
recovered  is  the  Hundred,  the  place, 
town,  or  district,  or  district  of  the  Hun- 
dred ;  but  the  Bill  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  pro- 
poses now  to  pass  into  law  has  for  its 
object  to  override  the  existing  law ;  but 
instead  of  recovering  compensation  from 
the  district — which  is  undoubtedly  a 
wealthy  one — of  this  Metropolis,  where 
the  riots  occurred,  he  seeks  to  spread  the 
compensation  over  a  larger  and  wider 
area.  If  the  compensation  is  collected 
from  a  large  area,  those  who  have  to 
subscribe  towards  it  do  not  feel  their 
contributions;  but  if  the  oompen- 
sation  is  collected  from  a  limited  dis- 
trict,  the  subscribers  feel  the  payment  of 
the  tax  very  acutely.  Now,  Sir,  I  sub* 
mit  that  is  not  the  principle  which  ought 
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to  be  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  Metro- 
polis, without  the  same  principle  being 
extended  to  the  country  generally.  Let 
us,  for  instance,  take  a  county.  It  is 
divided  into  Hundreds.  If  a  riot  takes 
place,  and  there  is  a  total  demolition  or 
a  partial  demolition  of  a  felonious  na- 
ture within  the  Hundred,  the  whole 
county  is  not  called  upon  to  compensate 
the  sufferers,  but  the  Hundred  only  is 
so  called  upon.  Although  this  Act  may 
have  for  its  object — and  I  am  sure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  think 
I  say  it  with  any  personal  motive — al- 
though this  Act  may  have  for  its  object 
the  whitewashing  of  certain  individuals, 
it  admits  into  legislation  the  thin  edge 
of  the  wedge.  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  be  prepared  to  admit  the  thick 
edge  of  the  wedge,  and  it  is  because 
they  have  not  as  yet  shown  any  disposi- 
tion to  do  that  that  I  intend  to  oppose 
this  Bill. 

Sib  ROBEET  FOWLER :  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
ts^ will  not  accede  to  the  request  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Memoer  for 
Blackburn  (Sir  Robert  Peel).  This  Bill 
is  one  of  great  importance  to  the  Me- 
tropolis, and  it  is  because  it  only  applies 
to  the  Metropolis  that  the  Government 
are  asked  to  postpone  its  consideration. 
It  may  be  very  well  the  Government 
should  deal  with  the  whole  question, 
which  I  understand  they  are  willing  to 
do ;  but  I  do  trust  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  consent  to  the  postponement 
of  this  Bill  for  the  sake  of  the  larger 
question  which  he  may  deal  with  at  a 
future  time. 

Mb.  T.  M.  H£ALT:  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Blackburn  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  will  per- 
severe in  his  opposition.  I  should  have 
liked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  to  have  given  us  some 
information  in  regard  to  the  nature  of 
this  Metropolitan  Police  Fund.  I  should 
have  been  glad,  for  instance,  to  have 
been  informed  what  is  the  amount 
of  this  fund.  It  appears  to  me  to  be 
rather  shabby  for  a  jneat  country  like 
England  to  takeout  of  the  Bavings  of  the 
unfortunate  policemen—  [**  No!  ]  Well, 
that  ia  a  matter  which  ought  to  have 
been  explained  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. My  impression  was  that  this  fund 
had  been  subscribed  by  the  police. 

8i&  ROBERT  PEEL:  Perhaps  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Healy) 
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will  allow  mo  to  eiplaio  thai  the  If  <^tro* 
politan  Polico  Fund  ta  a  fund  four- 
nintha  of  which  it  cootrihutMl  bj  tha 
8tato  and  fiTonintha  bj  tho  Motropolia. 
Tha  country  dintricti  in  no  waj  ahara  in 
tha  beua6tii  of  tho  fund. 

Ma.T.  M.  IIKALY:  I  waa  goin|r  to 
■aj  thai  in  Ireland  jrou  havo,  for  a  ^*x\o% 
of  year*,  adopted  tho  principle  of  laying 
a  tax  ujM>n  tho  unfortunate  locality  in 
which  tne  crimoe  hare  been  C'>mniitt(*d, 
and  of  even  taxing  tho  people  who 
are  thomftolvoa  the  nulijecta  of  the  out* 
ragon.  I  am  amaxiHl  that  the  Govi*m* 
ment  in  Ireland  have  not  adopted  ^ime 
principle  «h«rtd>y  thono  who  have nutrort  d 
injury  should  he  riHoup«*d  out  of  a  fund 
atmilar  to  the  Metropolitan  P«iliro  Fund. 
In  Ireland  th«*re  ie  under  old  Acta,  Acta 
of  William  IV.,  a  plan  which  renlly 
•oem^  to  mo  very  much  like  a  plan  of 
mutual  insurance.  If  anybody  sutTeni 
damage  or  lo«a,  the  whole  country  side  or 
barony  i^.  in  the  din<reti<>uof  the  (iraud 
Jury,  called  upon  ti»  make  the  damage 
or  loea  gi>  mL  I  think  tltat  in  caura  of 
thia  Umit<d  character,  when  iujuri«*«  an* 
committed,  the  principle  f>»r  vhich  the 
rijrht  hun.  Itamnet  ,Sir  lu»h«Tl  l\el 
r«>utenda  might  well  !»«•  apnhcd.  In  thia 
Iy>iidon  acheme  thero  ia  a<lo|  t<il  a  prin- 
ciple that  aranelv  apix  ura  quite  aound  ; 
and  for  my  part  \  think  tho  right  hon. 
Baronet  ia  quite  within  hia  right  in  im- 
peaching  the  partial  nature  of  the  relief 
of  thia  Bill.  Oth<r  |HopU  b€»aid4*a  tho*e 
in  liondon  have  »uirer«Hl  fmm  aimilar 
eventa  which  re<.vutly  t«M*k  pla>  ••  in  the 
Metropolia ;  and  unleaa  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  give  aoma  aaaurance 
thai  they  will  introduce  a  Bill  f«>r  the 
n«lief  of  the  country  generally  I  feel 
bound  to  join  the  op(>oaition  to  the 
nieavure. 

Ma.  rillLDEnS  :  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  U«  ntleman  the  Mem> 
b«r  for  S*uth  I>erry  Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy. 
can  have  U^an  in  the  llouae  nhen  I  waa 
aaked  a  Uueation  on  thia  aubject.  In 
reply  to  the  right  hon.  (tentleman  th«* 
Member  for  Blackburn  Sir  It4»bert  Pet  I 
I  said  that  while  we  ahould  pruiKMo  thia 
Bill  to-night,  bei-auae  of  the  apecial 
exigent  iea  of  the  reaolta  of  the  p<«coIiar 
riuta  of  tho  Sth  of  Febnaary,  I  nadtT- 
took,  with  the  aaatatance  of  mr  hon. 
and  Icamad  Friend  tha  Attorney  (ianeral 
(Mr.  Charlea  Kuaaell\  to  take  tip  Ihc 
vhole  fjuealion  of  the  amendment  of 
the  I   &  8  Ct9,  IV.,  and  todeavoar  to 


put  the  law  into  a  eatiafactor^  atata. 
Although  it  ia  not  very  long  aince  the 
7  &  H  6Vo.  IV.  waa  pa*«od.  that  Act  haa 
bi^^ime  entirely  obaolete.  It  tanot  work- 
nMe,  and  it  ia  not  auited  to  our  modern 
pcjlice  organi/ation.  and,  therefore,  it 
ought  to  be  amendtnl.  But  it  vill  tako 
a«»me  little  time  to  gft  the  amending 
Bill  welldrant-tl ;  and  I  do  not  think,  a^ 
I  itaid  then,  it  nould  be  wiae  to  defer 
th«*  pr<oent  Bill  in  order  that  «e  might 
meanwhilt*  a4*ltle — tuit  a  very  eaay  mat* 
ter~  the  reform  of  the  Act,  7  A,  H  //re.  IV. 
That  «  aa  my  anaa  er  to  the  general  pro* 
jx>#ition  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  ;  and  I 
nope,  therefore,  the  Hooae  will  not  defer 
thia  Bill.  Aa  to  tho  queation  aubmitted 
bv  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  tha 
Member  for  South  I>erry,  it  ia  right  I 
ahould  aak  him  to  bear  in  mind  that, 

i>racti(ally,  the  ex|Minaea  of  the  Iriah 
.^olice  are  entirely  borne  by  the  Con* 
aolidated  Fund.  The  Tulit^  Fund  it  a 
fund  out  of  which  the  M«'tn>p«>Iitan 
Police  are  entirely  paid  ft>r.  Five-nintha 
are  (ontribut«<4l  bv  th«*  rate  up<»n  pro* 
|)erty  within  the  Metropoli*,  anu  the  re* 
maining  four>ninthe  are  paid  out  of  tha 
<  * jnaolidated  Fund.  It  ia  aimilar  in 
o{)eration,  though  not  identical,  to  tha 
fund  contributed  in  the  i>i»untiea  and 
b  >rt*ugha  (»f  Un-at  Britain  for  the  main* 
t<*nance  of  the  police.  Thia  Bill  prop«>a4>8 
that  the  damage  done  on  the  Hth  of  Feb- 
ruary laat  ahall  be  aAUi^^tnl  in  a  aimpla 
manner^in  a  manner  not  involving  ex* 
neii«»  to  thoae  who  autfertnl — and  paid 
for  in  the  prt>portion  I  have  explaini<d. 
Having  given  thia  explanation  I  hone 
the  Ilouao  will  let  the  ihll  paas  quickly, 
•o  that  the  damage  which  oaa  bean  in* 
curred  bv  a  great  many  people,  thotigh 
not  OB  the  average  to  any  very  great 
amount,  may  be  apeedily  aettled.  If  wa 
let  the  thing  |iaaa  along  it  viil  be  mnah 
more  difficult  to  aacertaia  what  tha 
damage  in  aaih  caaa  waa,  aad  there 
vill  boa  fcrt*at  and  natural  grievaacw  on 
the  part  of  thoae  who  have  auffervd.  I 
l>eg  the  Hooae  to  read  tha  Bill  a  aemiMl 
time  to-night,  and  I  renew  the  prumiaa 
I  have  made  that  the  Attorney  Ueoaral 
and  mya«*lf  vill  carefully  cooaidar  tha 
Act  7  &  8  G$:  IV.  with  a  view  to  ita 
amendment. 

Ma.  STANLEY  LEIUHTON:  I  hMO 
my  right  hon.  Friend  tha  Member  for 
filackboni  Sir  Bobert  Peal)  wiU  praea 
thia  mattar  farther.  Tha  arguoiaot  ia 
ttBaaavarabla-*that  tha  nila  whiak  ap* 
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plies  to  London  should  apply  to  the 
country  at  large.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Home  Secretary  says  that 
the  urgency  of  the  matter  requires  that 
the  Bill  should  be  pushed  forward. 
Now,  that  is  the  very  argument  on 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Robert 
Peel)  insisted  —  that  a  Bill  should  be 
passed  for  the  whole  country.  Without 
urgency  a  Bill  will  never  be  passed.  It 
will  be  considered,  and  then  left  over  for 
after  consideration.  Why  should  the 
whole  country  pay  for  London,  if  London 
does  not  help  to  pay  for  the  whole  coun- 
try ?  This,  again,  Sir,  raises  the  whole 
question  of  local  taxation,  which  we  have 
often  had  before  the  House.  In  the  coun- 
try local  taxation  falls  upon  the  local 
taxpayers ;  and  these  local  taxpayers, 
already  very  much  overburdened,  are 
called  upon  to  contribute  towards  the 
expenses  of  London  without  any  recipro- 
city. I  feel  perfectly  certain  that  the 
unfortunate  persons  who  have  been  in- 
jured by  the  recent  riots  will  not  be 
damnified  in  any  way  by  two  or  three 
months'  delay — that  it  will  make  no 
difference  to  them— [Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  : 
It  will  ruin  some  of  them.]  Then  the 
compensation  must  be  made  adequate. 
Before  the  end  of  the  Session  a  Bill 
may  be  passed  for  the  whole  country. 
It  cannot  take  a  very  long  time  to 
adapt  the  Bill  for  the  whole  country 
as  well  as  for  London  ;  and  the  London 
shopkeepers,  instead  of  being  ruined  as 
my  right  hon.  Friend  suggests,  would 
get  their  payments  towards  the  end  of 
the  year.  We  shall  get  one  Bill  for  the 
whole  country  instead  of  this  petti- 
fogging legislation,  first  for  one  county, 
then  for  another,  then  for  one  town,  and 
then  for  another. 

Sib  JULIAIi  GOLDSMID :  I  quite 
agree  that  it  is  desirable  this  matter 
should  be  settled  at  once ;  but  I,  for  one, 
object  to  some  of  the  people  who  have 
made  claims  receiving  any  compensation 
at  all.  Extremely  rich  people  who  have 
had  a  few  windows  broken—people  who 
are  living  in  large  private  houses  at 
enormous  cost— have  claimed  sums  from 
£5  to  £50  for  their  broken  windows. 
It  is  all  very  proper  and  right  to  recom- 
pense the  tradespeople  who  have  suffered , 
both  in  property  and  business,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  riots ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that,  for  very  shame,  these  rich  people 
ought  to  daim  or  receive  compensation 
out  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Fund.    I 
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make  these  remarks  in  the  hope  that  the 
people  to  whom  I  allude  will  be  induced 
not  to  ask  for  compensation  when  this 
matter  comes  before  the  police  receiver. 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILlIAMS:  The 
reason  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary  has  assigned  why 
this  Bill  should  be  passed  is  that  the 
matter  is  urgent.  But,  surely,  that 
argument  applies  with  equal  force  to 
several  provincial  towns.  It  is  said  that 
if  there  be  delay  there  will  be  much 
difficulty  in  settling  the  claims  for  com- 
pensation. No  doubt  there  will ;  but  if 
there  be  that  difficulty  in  London,  there 
will  be  the  same  difficulty  in  provincial 
towns  —  in  Nottingham,  for  instance, 
where  similar  riots  have  occurred.  The 
Corporation  of  the  town  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent  have  before 
them  a  large  number  of  claims  from 
sufferers  in  the  late  disturbances;  but 
they  are  completely  paralyzed  because 
of  the  uncertainty  of  the  law.  It  will 
be  a  small  consolation  to  those  who  have 
suffered  to  know  that,  at  some  distant 
time,  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  general 
measure  passinflp.  The  Home  Secretary 
has  spoken  of  the  difficulties  involved  in 
the  settlement  of  the  question.  They 
may  be  considerable.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  also  urged  that  some 
time  will  be  required  to  remove  those 
difficulties.  It  is  this  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  which  causes  me 
some  alarm.  I  am  very  much  afraid 
that  the  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the 
matter  will  prove  very  injurious  to  the 
sufferers  out  of  London,  and  I  ask  that 
the  case  of  the  provincial  shopkeepers  be 
taken  into  consideration  with  the  promp- 
titude with  which  the  claims  of  the  suf- 
fering shopkeepers  of  London  have  been 
dealt  with  by  the  Government. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON:  I  do  not  feel 
that  I  can  go  quite  so  far  as  some  of  my 
hon.  Friends  in  urging  that  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  sufferers  in  the 
late  riots  in  London  should  be  postponed 
till  a  measure  applicable  to  the  whole 
country  is  brought  in.  At  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  strongly 
pressed  on  the  Home  Office  that  a  gene- 
ral Bill  should  be  brought  in  as  soon  a4 
possible.  I  cannot  see  that  the  diffi- 
culties there  are  in  the  way  of  the  pre- 
paration of  a  general  measure  are  ^reat ; 
and  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  distinct 
assnranoe  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the   Attorney    General,   or 
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some  other  Membiir  of  Iho  Oorornmrat, 
thai  no  delay  will  be  allowed  to  the 
introduction  of  euch  a  measure.  AVith 
•urh  an  aMuranco  I  think  we  ought  to 
bo  ronton t. 

Tm  ATTORNEY  OEXERAL  (Mr. 
ORAmtr^  KriiA&LL} :  It  ie  a  notiooaMo 
fact  that,  as  far  aa  I  can  recollect,  thin 
matter  has  not  be«ndinru«eed  in  Parlia- 
mont  boforo  tho  prosont  occasion.  AU 
though  th4>ro  haT«  b<*cn  manj  occasions 
giving  rise  to  »i mi Isr losses,  and  altliough 
tlio  law  is  substantial! J  as  stated  bj  my 
hon.  and  beamed  Friend  the  Mi'mlx^r 
for  Ashton  iMr.  AddiiK>n^,  the  quodtion 
has  nerer  btH^n  con^iderod  in  Parlia- 
ment, nor  h-is  attention  beon  publitlj 
drawn  to  it  boforo  the  pr«»M»nt  occasion. 
The  law  is  in  a  compl«*t«lj  unsattsfao- 
torj  "ttate,  and  it  is  obrious  it  should  be 
atnend(«d.  But  mv  hon.  and  learned 
Fnond,  and  the  right  hon.  Baronot  (Sir 
Kob^'rt  Pt^oP,  will  admit  that  this  is  not 
a  matter  which  the  Uoremment  should 
takv  U|ion  themsolv4»s  to  deal  with  in  a 
daj,  or  without  some  consideration  of 
the  diffiruUtos  which  surround  the  mat- 
t<<r.  I  think  tho  House  should  be 
satisfied  with  the  assurance  of  tho  right 
hon.  Oontleman  the*  Home  Sis^retarj 
that  tho  matter  will  receive  earlj  atten* 
tion,  and  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

Ma.  LAROlTnERE:  U  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Memb4»r  for  Blackburn 
(Sir  R<>l>ert  Peel)  divides  against  the 
Bill  1  shall  certatnlv  vote  with  him.  As 
we  know,  the  State  l>eart  four*ninths  of 
the  coftt  of  the  MetroDolitan  Police^  it 
is  alleged  it  does  that  tH>cause  the  police* 
are  usud  f(»r  public  servicee— but  there 
is  reallj  no  earthlv  reason  whv  the  Kx* 
chequer  should  paj  four^ninths  of  the 
damage  done  r««entljr  in  Iiondon.  If 
such  a  demand  were  made  with  regard 
to  anj  provincial  town  it  would  not  be 
ettt«»rtaitt<Ml  for  a  moment.  I  agree  with 
my  hon.  Friend  Sir  Julian  Cioldsmidy 
that  it  i^  sham«*ful  that  the  Carlton 
Hub  and  wealthy  people  should  come 
on  the  rates  and  KxrbiH|uer  for  com- 
p<*usatiott  fiir  a  miserable  window  that 
IS  bn>ken.  Surelv  thev  could,  in  com* 
m<m  decency,  pav  for  it  them««*lves.  If 
pe<»nlo  oame  lor  o^mpensation  they 
oii{^tit  to  plead  M  f^irmd  ff^^:  when 
th4*v  can  pay  th«-v  <iu(cht  to  pav. 

lla.  W.  tl.  SMITH:  I  quite  agree 
with  the  h<m.  Gentleman  that  if 
wealthy  people   have   suffered   trivial 


damage  they  might  meet  it  cot  of  their 
own  pockets.  But  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  of  such  people  have  made  claims. 
I  Sir  JruAH  CfoLDsiiit) :  I  know  several 
casus.]  Pnibablv  thev  are  tho  cases  of 
<Kime  of  the  hon.  Member's  own  friends. 
Hut  I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  poor 
tradesmen  wh<ise  property  has  been 
wrei  kts!,  and  who  nave  suffered  vorr 
si^rious  loss.  It  was  not  fr^'m  any  lack 
of  care  or  precaution  on  their  own  part 
that  these  people  sulFrred.  t  *nder  th<«fte 
cirrnmstances,  and  with  the  assurance 
which  has  l>e4<n  given  by  the  right  hon. 
(tentloman  the  Home  8«rretarv  ',Mr. 
Childers)  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
(h«ntleman  the  Attorney  General  (Mr. 
Charles  Russell),  I  hope  the  Houso 
will  nass  this  Bill,  which  will  save  two 
or  tart^e  persons  from  ruin.  ['*<>h, 
oh !  ''J  It  may  be  a  matter  of  no  con* 
sideration  to  hon.  Gentlemen ;  but  I  say 
advisedly  that  some  persons  will  eome 
to  ruin  unless  they  are  very  speedily  re- 
couped for  the  losses  they  have  sustained. 
Th€7  come  to  the  authority  whicht  from 
accident  or  misfortune,  failed  to  afford 
them  the  protection  which  they  have  a 
right  to  expect,  and  which  ought  to 
have  b4»ett  alfordiKl.  Tnder  theeo  cir* 
cumstances,  seeing  that  this  Bill  is  con- 
fined  to  a  particular  date  and  event, 
seeing  that  \X  settles  no  principle  in  the 
future,  and  leaves  tho  Government  fuU 
responsibility  of  altering  the  general 
law.  I  trust  the  House  will  allow  the 
Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ma.  ILUNGWORTH :  I  wish  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  right  boo.  Oen- 
tleman  ths  Home  Secretary.  I  suppose 
thst  the  House  must  be  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  whieh  he  has  given, 
that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  passing 
this  Bill;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think 
that,  in  the  interest  of  the  public  parse, 
we  hav«»  some  right  to  call  upon  him  to 
pn>tert  the  Consolidated  Fuaa.  In  caee 
of  these  riots  having  taken  plat«*  in  the 
Protinces,  the  funas  of  the  towns  in 
which  they  took  plaee  would  have  been 
held  liable ;  and  €^*rtainly  none  of  the 
compt'nsation  eonse«|uent  upon  them 
Would  have  come  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.  Now,  whatever  is  jnst  for 
the  country  is  just  for  th«»  M<»tropolis ; 
and  I  think,  th<»refore,  that  the  right 
hon.  Oentlemaa  should  adjust  this  mat- 
ter so  that  the  compensation  shall  not 
come  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  at 
all.    It  is  a  matter  of  great  inierset  lo 
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the  country  that  this  should  be  done, 
and  I  think  the  House  has  the  right  to 
call  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
clear  us  from  the  imputation  of  dealing 
in  a  special  manner  with  the  Metro- 
polis. 

Mb.  DEASY  :  I  do  not  see  why  we 
in  Ireland  should  be  asked  to  contribute 
towards  the  payment  for  any  damage 
done  in  England,  unless  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  people  of  England  are 
also  prepared  to  contribute  their  portion 
of  the  cost  of  any  damage  done  during 
riots  in  Ireland.  If  the  people  of  Lon- 
don cannot  afford  to  wait  until  a  measure 
to  settle  the  general  question  has  been 
passed,  why  were  the  people  of  Black- 
burn, where  serious  damage  was  done, 
compelled  to  wait,  as  they  have  been,  for 
several  years?  In  regard  to  Dublin, 
serious  riots,  resulting  in  great  damage 
to  property,  have  taken  place  from  time 
to  time;  but  no  Government  has  ever 
proposed  to  contribute  from  Imperial 
funds  one  farthing  in  aid  of  the  local 
rates  struck  for  the  purpose  of  compen- 
sating owners  of  property  which  was 
injured.  Then,  again,  in  the  case  of 
Derry,  the  Government  would  not  give  a 
single  penny  towards  the  damage  done 
there,  although  they  now  call  upon  us  to 
contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the  damage 
done  in  the  English  Metropolis.  If  the 
right  hon.  Member  (Sir  Eobert  Peel) 
presses  this  question,  I,  as  an  Irish  Mem- 
ber, will  certainly  support  him,  and  I 
will  promise  him  my  assistance  to  resist 
the  Bill  in  its  future  stages. 

Mr.  COUETNEY  :  I  confess  that  I 
share  the  feeling  of  the  hon.  Member 
in  this  matter.  When  I  was  at  the 
Treasury,  I  had  constantly  before  rae 
claims  made  on  behalf  of  London  upon 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  It  is  said  that 
this  compensation  question  is  urgent ; 
but  I  wish  to  make  this  suggestion — 
that  the  Bill  should  be  so  altered  that 
the  whole  sum  wanted  should  come  out 
of  the  police  rate,  which  furnishes  five- 
ninths  of  the  Police  Fund,  and  not 
out  of  the  contribution  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  at  aU.  That  can  be 
done ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  consent  to  the  arrangement  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  may  be  taken 
at  once. 

Mr.  CHILDERS:  I  will  undertake 
to  consider  whether  the  suggestion  of 
my  hon.  Friend  cannot  be  adopted. 

Mr,  Illingworth 


Sib  ROBERT  PEEL:  There  are  so 
many  defects  in  this  Bill  that  we  are 
now  to  have  a  quantity  of  fresh  sugg^- 
tions  put  into  it.  What  I  would  sug- 
gest is  that  it  should  be  withdrawn 
altogether 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  entitled  to 
make  a  second  speech.  Only  the  Minis- 
ter in  charge  of  the  Bill  has  a  right  of 
speaking  again. 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL  :  Three  times. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  Minister  in 
charge  of  a  Bill  certainly  has  the  right 
of  makine  an  explanation  in  regard  to 
his  Bill  when  it  is  necessary. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUART :  I  am  cer- 
tainly  strongly  in  favour  of  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bodmin 
(Mr.  Courtney),  provided  that  the  Me- 
tropolis were  responsible  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  police  for  whose  remissness 
it  is  proposed  to  rate  it;  but  I  think 
that  it  is  highly  improper  that  the 
people  of  London  should  be  called  upon 
to  pay  this  police  rate  at  all,  when  they 
have  not  the  shadow  of  control  over  the 
police. 

Mr.  SMALL:  Irish  Members  are 
very  much  surprised  to  find  that  there 
is  no  such  law  in  England  on  these 
matters  as  those  which  prevail  in  Ire- 
land. I  cannot  see  why  the  same  laws 
are  not  enforced  in  London  as  those  we 
have  in  Dublin ;  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  proper  course  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  in  regard  to  this  matter 
is  to  bring  in  a  general  Bill,  having  re- 
trospective action.  It  is  an  extraordinary 
thing  for  the  Government  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  dealing  with  a  matter  which  has 
already  taken  place,  and  for  which  the 
existing  law  does  not  provide,  without 
attempting  to  provide  machinery  for 
similar  cases  which  may  happen  in  the 
future.  I  quite  agree  with  a  remark 
which  was  made  by  one  hon.  Member — 
that  this  is  the  right  time  to  bring 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Ministry,  for 
I  am  quite  sure  that  if  we  refuse  to  pass 
this  measure,  then  we  shall  very  soon 
obtain  a  most  satisfactory  general  Bill. 
If  the  House  refuses  to  do  anything  at 
all  in  this  case  of  the  Metropolis,  until 
the  cases  of  Blackburn,  Nottingham, 
&c.,  have  been  similarly  dealt  with,  I 
am  satisfied  that  we  shall  see  an  ade- 
quate general  measure  passed  without 
delay. 
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Mb.  M.  J.  KENNT:  WluU  I  want  to 
know,  Mr.  Speakor,  itihtt — IIow  *re  the 
Qoremmont  goinic  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
poMd  of  tlie  hon .  Momber  fur  Bodmin '  Mr. 
rourtooy',  ?  How  ean  tkoy  difforontiato 
botw«H»n  the  Police  rato  and  tho  Polico 
Fund?  [Mr.  Corur.HKY  :  Putthecharg« 
on  tlio  rato.]  It  i«  timplj  an  tnffoni<>u« 
»cbomo  of  uvatton  to  lUKgost  that  tho 
c<>iup«ntationi  should  bo  taken  out  of 
tho  liTe-niutbs  of  the  Polico  Fund,  and 
not  out  of  the  oth«*r  four-nitttb«.  It  U 
a  fact  that  tho  twoitom^ — that  from  the 
rato  and  that  from  tho  ContolidatoJ 
Fund^have  to  bo  amalgamated  at  »omo 
tim^  or  othitr,  and  I  cannot  see  how  they 
can  bo  ditferentiated.  I  do  not  see  why 
wo  should  make  a  differeoco  in  tho  cas4« 
of  I^ndon.  I  am  not  awan*  that  Colonel 
Jarkmin.  when  his  houso  was  attackinl 
at  Blackburn,  ri^cotved  compensation. 
[An  hon.  Mkhuku  :  He  did.]  Well, 
then,  Cohmel  Jackson  was  luckj ;  but 
othor  persons  in  Blackburn,  whose  pro- 
p^irtj  was  damagod  at  the  same  time, 
did  not.  I  will,  howovor,  modify  my 
uhicotiiin  to  the  Bill  if  the  Government 
will  insert  a  clause  in  it  proTiding  that 
compeosatidtt  out  of  tho  Consoltdatrd 
Fund  shall  bo  giron  to  tho  p4M>plo  in 
Ireland  whoM«  ]»n>i>erty  b  injurvd  on 
thes4»  occasions.  If  that  ia  done,  I  am 
sure  thai  my  hon.  Frienda  will  also  bo 
willing  to  m<Mlify  their  opposition  to 
the  Bill  at  this  stage,  and  give  it  a  fair 
consideration  when  it  geta  into  Com- 
mittoe. 

Question  pot 

Tho  nou<w«  iitid^d : — Ayet  ion ;  Noos 
7tf :  Majority  27.— Di?.  List,  No.  17.) 

Bill  read  a  s<«cond  time,  and  fmm^tt^d 
for  ifsaitfjr  next. 

MOTioya. 

I»i>^TorKirE.srbMAUIXKTELE«fRAPII 
C^iXTIUCr    ST.   VINCKXT  TO  TUK 
WKST  COAsr  OF  AKUICA). 
aK«i»LrTto9. 

The  SETRCTAKY  to  tiik  TREA- 
St'UY  Mr.  IlKKar  H.  Fowui;\  in 
rising  to  moTO  tho  Roeolution,  said :  I 
do  not  want»  at  this  late  hoar,  to  eBt<^ 
into  any  dotaiU  on  this  ^^{(^t,  bt^anso 
I  understand  thai  it  is  tho  daaire  of  hon. 
Membata  that  the  debata  ■hoold  bo  ad* 


joamed.  If  tho  Motion  is  made  for  tha 
adjoammant  I  shall  not  object. 

Motion  made,  and  (luostion  propoaedy 
**  Thst  ihi^  r«>Bt«»rt.  ast«a  the  I9tk  dsj  d 

Jsnusry  1H«<.  ft>r  U»(*  <V>iMtrurti*>o  of  s  Sub* 
nMno<«  Tsl«cT«|»h  lunr  fritn  tho  ltl«ii«l  ol  M. 
Vtor«>nt  U>  thu  Wra  (*«imC  of  Afnos  be  sp« 
ptOVcHl/'-   Mr,  Utmrp  ii.  F^hUw.) 

Mb.  lABOrcnERE:  I  did  ho]>o, 
seeing  that  this  is  a  pn>posal  to  lery  a 
h<»aTT  charge  up«»n  the  Kicho<|ner  for  a 
number  of  years,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Henry  H. 
Fowler  would  haTo  brought  it  forward 
at  a  reaaonablo  hour.  It  is  perfectly 
monstnma  that  these  midnignt  raida 
should  bo  made  upon  the  Tn*asury.  I 
know  one  hon.  Member  is  absent  who^ 
if  he  is  correct  in  his  statement,  is  pre* 
pared  to  show  that  thia  contract  ought 
not  to  bo  made. 

Motion  made,  and  Qu<>stioo  proposed* 
**That  the  IM>ato  bo  now  adjourned.** 
—  Mr.  iMt^ourkfrt.) 

Ma.  HENRY  H.  FOWLER:  I  shall 
be  glad  to  haTo  the  opp<»rtunity  of  show* 
ing  that  this  is  a  contract  which  ought 
to  1h«  signed  in  the  public  interest ;  at 
all  OTenta,  that  it  is  aiMolutely  nscfsaary 
to  bo  settle^l  in  one  way  or  the  other. 
I  shall  bring  it  op  to-morrow. 

Question  pot,  and  0frffd  U, 

Debate  Mij^unud  till  re-aMrrsi^. 

laisii  tirt>t-iTaiBa. 

Of40fU^  TK«t  s  S<I<«t  C*.«Bmilt««  be  sp« 
|ifMnir<l  t4*  )n-|uirr  ir.U»  th**  Nfttorml  H4<«ii«r(«« 
and  th*  l*rr«irtit  (*«  D'}iti'*o  of  Manqfattanna 
snil  PrtHlorUv*  IixliMlrMe  ia  ImUimI.  and  to 
rcmMtJf-r  %T.\  rr|«iift  bjr  «htt  mr«Bs  th<«i 
Nstttrsl  bf«  ^vtct^  asy  b«  m-  rv  fvMjr  4rT*« 
lnp«4.  sad  h'lv  tb<i«*  lBil-Mtnr«  may  be  fo* 
ovar«f«it  sad  taUadid.—  Mr.  S4jUm.) 


aiTKE 

Hrl«<i  r««iaiu«^  on  lUvrr  Ijm  mtmtmmttd  td^ 
^Mr  Assft«4ii  l«i»«nrk  (Vmatr,  Wr«i  .  Mr. 
Am*a^vY  <fi«ia4U  Mr  S«  tATra*ll4«'T«.  Ur. 
Kit'ia  TiMia.  hu  Ot  via  lit  «T«a,  S«r  llavsT 
lii»«<<>t,  >ir  l.s«t«  Pittv.  aad  Mr.  Pi<asaa« 
utt*.  «ilh  |«i««Y  to  srad  f<c  pvraiAa,  paptci^ 
sad  rt^'ffds. 

fPr^fr^  Tbst  Tbno  be  the  qn  ««».— < Jfr. 

TfTHi  airr-nuaoi  axoumr  atix. 

<ia  tW  MM*.«  of  Ur  MmOtt  IM^Um,  Bill 


to  sflMod  the  Lav  wlstisf  to  the  lUcHiYery  ol 
Tithe  Bcat^lMrge,  «#d^rW  to  be  broaght  ia 
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and  Mr. 


by  Mr.  Stanley  Leighion,  Mr. 
Kenyon. 
BUI  pr$unUd,  and  read  the  flrat  time.  [BiU  129.] 

BANKBXrPTOT  (AOBICXTLTUBAL  LABOUEERS' 

wages)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Stanhope,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  Bankroptcy  so  far  as  relates 
to  Agriooltural  Laboorers*  Wages,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  3Ir.  Stanhope,  Mr.  Compton 
Lawrance,  Mr.  Sdater- Booth,  and  Mr.  Long. 
Wlpreeented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  130.] 


B17BIAL  OROTTVDS  BILL. 
Cotuidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Reeoitedf  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
more  the  Honse,  That  leare  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  reUting  to  Bori^ 
Grounds. 

Resolution  np&rted:  —  Bill  ordertd  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan,  Mr. 
Secretary  Ohilders,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler, 
and  Mr.  Broadhurst. 

Bill  ;wMii<<d,  an  d  reid  the  first  time.  [Bill  1 3 1 .] 
House  adjourned  at  Two  o'clock. 
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MttBorouB  — Cbcbcb  or  Bboi.4B»— toiCAttoB  — Cbuiibbl  Law  — Lav  bbo  Ji'tncB^ 
TAtAftoB,  Bodor  Waib  ab»  Mbabs. 
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Sofflf — BBBbrvpcoj  DBrBMatBl  bTiW  B«m4 


ABftABAM,  Mr.  W.,  Liwmitk.  W, 
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▲oliMS  far  DobI  (Umitatka)  Bill 
to  Hoaatalai  (SooUaad   BUI 


'  .  Mr,  BUkmm.  Mr,  A.  Atimd^  Mr,  OIgm, 


(Mr.  Brym,  Mr,  Ckmrf  Bdtmm,  Mr.  JTo/. 
dBB#,  Mr.  D.  Cr9^fir4^  8tr  Bmry  M$m», 
Mr,  BJ^€f4  Mrn^ir; 

r  Ordorod  :  rood  !••  /ib  »  [BiU  M] 


AoLASTD,  Mr.  A.  H.  I>jko,  lVi»  BT  S,^ 
I.- boor  SutittMB,  IUb.  17*1 
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AxiDt4oy,  Mr.  J.  S.  W.,  A  Aim  mitt 
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Cmmftmmi\m  Ctr  Dmbc«.  >it.  lOOl 
Uv  BBd  JmUbo  (BBfUad  Bad  WbIbb>^A^ 
poiBt— I  to  tW  KwodBgibiy  •!  Utwfttt, 
1590 
MBtfVfoliB^MfBftiafB  is  Ujdo  rBrb«  1991 
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Qoestion,  Mr.  Kylands;    Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.   W.   E.  Glad- 
atone)  Mar  1,  1547 

Admibu«tt — ^First  Lord  {see  Hamilton, 
Right  Hon.  Lord  G.  F.) 

Admiralty  —  First    Lord  (see  Ripok, 
Marquess  of) 

Admiralty — Oivil  Lord  {see  Duff,  Mr. 
R.  W.) 

Admiralty — Secretary  to  {see  Ritchie, 
Mr.  0.  T.) 

Admiralty — Secretary  to  {see  Hibbert, 
Right  Hon.  J.  T.) 

Advocate,    The   Lord    {see   Balfour, 
Right  Hon.J.  B.) 

Africa  {South) — Affairs  of 

Qaeatioo,  ObaervaiioDi,  Sir  Robert  Fowler  ; 
Reply,  The  Under  Secretary  of  Sute  for  the 
Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  ;  Obserfa- 
tions.  Sir  Frederick  SUnley  Feb  19,  721 

Beehuanaland—Sale  of  Sjririti,  Qaestion,  Sir 
Robert  Fowler;  .\n8wer.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan)  Feb  23. 1023 

The  Transvaal— Import  Duties,  <^ucstion,  Mr. 
Kimber  ;  Answer.  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne  Mor- 
gan) Mar  4,  1900 

Allison,  Mr.  R.  A.,  Cfumherhnd,  Eskdale 

Maintenapoe  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Res. 
1966 

AUoiwMnts 
MoTod,  That  there  bo  laid  before  this  Hoate 
**  Retom  (1.)  of  all  agricaltural  holdings  in 
England  and  Wales,  both  of  arable  and 
pattnrc  land,  occopied  as  allotments  or  field 
gardens,  of  one-eighth  of  an  acre  and  not 
exceeding  foor  acres ;  (2.)  of  all  garden 
allotmenta  exceeding  one-eighth  of  an  acre 
attached  to  cottages ;  (3.)  of  all  charitable 
tmsts  in  England  and  Wales  the  tmatees  of 
which  are  tmsteee  within  the  meaning  of  the 
first  and  foorth  clauses  of  the  Aliotroents 
Extension  Act,  1882"  (The  Earl  0/ 
Onslow)  Feb  22,  843;  after  short  debate. 
Motion  withdrawn 
Question,  Mr.  Henry  Tollemaebe ;  Answer, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchj  of  Ijinoastcr 
(Mr.  Heneage)  Feb  26,  1219 

AllotmmUs  and  8mM  Holdings 
QaettioB,  Colonel    Brookfield  ;   Answer,  The 
Pint   Lord  of  the   Treaanrv  (Mr.   W.  E. 
Gladstone)  FA  26, 1226 


Alloimenis  and  Small  ffoldings — oont. 

Agricultural  Lahowrera,  Qnestion,  Sir  John 
I^nbbock ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Dnchj  of  Lancaster  ( Mr.  Heneage)  Mar  4, 
1900 

Allotments  and  Small  Holdings  Bill 

{Mr.  J$9$$  Collin^M,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr,  Broad' 
huret,    Captain    Vermy,    Mr.    Arch,     Dr, 
Fotter,  Mr.  Flower,  Mr,  Cobb,  Mr.  XewHMs) 
e.  Orderad  ;  read  1«  •  Jan  22  [Bill  63] 

Allotments  Bill  {Mr,  Fineh-HatUm,  Mr. 

Birkbeck,  Viscount  Xewerk) 
e.  Ordered :  read  i^"  •  Jan  22  [  Bill  67] 

Ambrose,  Mr.  W.,  Middlesex,  Harrow 

Land  Registry,  2R.  1001, 1002 
Law  and  Justice— Appointment  to  the    Re- 
oorderthip  of  Lirerpool,  896 

America  {Central) — 7%e  Panama  Canal 
Question,  Mr.  Mngniac  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflaira  (Mr. 
Tirjea)Feb  19,711 

Appointments  under  the  Crown 
Moved,  "That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inqoire  into  the  method  of  ap- 
pointment and  apportionment  of  salaries  and 
duties  under  the  Crown  **  ( Jfr.  CosMkam) 
Feb  23,  1071:  after  shsrt  debate,  Motioa 
withdrawn 

Arllitration  Bill  [H.L.]    {The  Lord  BramweU) 
I,  Picaenled ;  read  !••  Feb  26  (No.  17) 


Arch,  Mr.  J.,  Norfolk,  N,  W. 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addresi  in  An« 
swer  to,  483 

Arxt  {Qasstions) 

AmawmiHoa  —  Orders  to  Sir  W,  Araulrong, 
and  Co,^  Question,  Mr.  Carbutt ;  Anewer* 
The  SecreUry  of  SUte  for  War  (Mr.  Camp- 
bell-Ban  nerman)  Feb  22,  681 
Appointmente  —  Frinee  Henry  of  Battamberg, 
Questions,  Mr.  Labonchere;  Answers,  The 
SecrcUf7  of  SUte  for  War  (Mr.  Campbdl- 
Bannerman)  Feb  26,  1391 :  Mar  1,  1646 

Arms 

Defeetwe  Bayemets,  Questions,  Mr.  Hickman, 
Mr.  Carbutt,  Captain  Ffllowee ;  Answers, 
The  Finsnclal  SecreUry,  War  DepartmcDt 
(Mr.  H.  S.  Northcote)  Jan  26,  417 

Manufacture  of  Swards,  Question,  Colonel 
Saiia-Schwabe  ;  Answer,  The  Snrreyor 
General  of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Woodall)  Feb  23, 
1027 

SUel  for  Sword  Bayonets,  QnecUoo,  Mr. 
Johns  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  Stat«  for 
War  (Mr.  Campbell- Baanerman)  Feb  22, 
890 

fenderefor  Swords,  Question,  Mr.  Mappin ; 
Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnaaoe 
(Mr.  WoodaJl)  Feb  26, 1211 

[eosd. 
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TtiHu^  pf  .Si<f#.ytr»#.  QomUmi.  CoIomI 
Sftlii-Schvab*:  Amvvt,  TIm  S«nUry  •f 
ftUie  (Mr.  W.  II.  taUk)  /««  ».  197; 
Qomtlon,  Mr.  8«itOQ ;  Answer.  Tb*  S«r. 
t#|or  Gtii#r»l  of  OHnA»««  (Mr.  Wo^daU 
Mar  I.  1391 

V»t  of  Ufrmsm  SUtt  A<r  Sw^rd  BU*U$,  Q«#«. 
lion,  Mr.  Cftrbutl ;  Antwor,  Tti«  ftvervUrj 
of  !iuu  foe  War  (Mr.  CMnpWIUBMiMrman) 
Feb  M.  >»•»» 

M^trtimi'.Uemrf  ftH^$  f»r  ike  ImJian  Armf, 
Qiirttioiit,  Mr.  lIo*rll.  ViMoant  KolkMiooc, 
Mr.  lUnbvry.  Mr.  W.  II.  Smith,  l.orO  lUa* 
dolph  Cbarebtll.  ("aplaiii  Trio*.  Sir  II«ttr/ 
Tyl«r  ;  Antvrrt,  Tbo  S««r«lM7  of  MaU  he 
War  Mr.CAaipbrlMiaonermaBk,TboS«cr^. 
Ury  to  IW  A4mtr»U/(Mr.  Ilibbort)  Jtfar  4, 
1011 

Artillerf  «•  r«Ati^i>j  /or  .^M^iVi^m  Oj^ 
cere,  Q«Mtion«  Colooel  llu^hei-llilleii ; 
Aotvor,  Tbo  S«er»tar7  of  Sut«  for  War 
(Mr.  Campbril.Baaa^^rmaii)  Feh  9i.  •QVJ 

iUrrukg  —  />M^'..«  —  Hichmtamd  ii^rmtks, 
Qort'.ioo.  Sir  Jam««  Frrfu  ••on  :  Anawor, 
Tlo  Kininrtal  S««rrlary»  War  UrpartmoBl 
Mr.  II.  S.  SoftUc  !••.  J»i«  JV  SI  I 

O  '4iM^  ^  Fitrioif,  i*imhe^,  ^49—^ton^,  Mr. 
Albotl  Groy,  Mr.  Mafi^iao  :  An«««r«»  Tbo 
Sarrrjor  (•rnrralo(Onloaoc«r  Mr  Wo(>4a1I) 

ihicifitne  iht<*r*1rrt  l«  Beif*t$t  Hirrafke, 
Qu4>»uoo,  Mr.  Kwari  ;  An««rr.  Tbo  Kioao* 
t  a{  Atcrvfary.  War  I>oparU»«ni  Mr.  II  S. 
NortbcoU}  J^m  l^,  5^ 

KfVf-4 — ^'tiin  i\»mfhnfm  —Ik*  R'*y%l  I$i$k 
/^'-•/iMml,  4^o«aiion«,  ^lr  Herbert  i*ai«eU  : 
Ar.««rrt.  The  Sccrvury  of  Siato  fur  War 
(Mr.  r«ni|»b«ll.|taanrrmftnl  Feh^S,  1209 

F%* '^e^  ^fr<t9    tf   It     i^'ra*fH    S  Uicr — 
<*.#/   <«■/#•»■«••#  Af*/Mi««///,    qu««li'>n«.    Mr 
(I'Kr.iy.  Ao«o#r«»   I  bo  SetrtUff  of  Malo 
lur  War  ^ Mr.  Campbell- ttaawrttM}  JTrr  I, 

m.  M,  qaMiii-n,  Lor«l  Al|rvr»o«  Potvf  ;  An* 
•o#r.  Ibo  Aoeroiary  oif  Suio  for  War 
Mr.  Campbell.  Baanrmun  /V*SA.  inS. 
f^oooiioop  bir  llonry  TyWr  :  Aooiror,  lli« 
Srrrvur/  of  Auio  for  War  ( Mr.  Campbell- 
Hanarrmaoi  M*r  I,  l^Of 
MeJtcJi  >/.«/—  fke  SeTt.$mmmd  Bul^trUm 
C4M/«iiy^,  Qor«tMio.  Hir  rrtfor  Laoreneo. 
Anivrr.  the  .Seetetary  of  *^Cato  Ibr  War 
.Mr.  Campbell. baanorman    Feb  15,  1104 


Ann— ill 

Fetmmir§t  Qm^rUrip  i^tpmmt  •/•  QttottlM, 
Mr.  C  II.  Wibott  :  Aaowor.  Tbo  FloMotet 
Aoorrlary,  War  Uopat^wl  (Mr.  Uitbort 
Ula4*loM)  fVA  95.  if  IT 


Q^  tHetmtaskm  —  tmett^hUiN  /or  Army  /V« 

?i»  tmumt0t  QooMlon,  Dr.  Clarb  :  AMVor, 
bo  Finanoial  iWcroftry,  War  UopftriMOSl 
,Mr.  II.  S.  Nortboolo  Jm  N,  491 
ibirrififiiy,  ifepetei  of  ike  /lU^orfer  Oemew^tt/, 
Qoroiioo,  Str  Waltor  B.  lUrtloloi ;  Anovor, 
The  SrwwUry  pi  .Huto  for  War  v Mr.  Ca«p> 
beU-Baaoorman.  FA  95.  Ifl^* 

IV/oiilrrrf 

ArtiUery  Voimmiemr$,  Qoootioa,  Mr.  Mark 
Sicoarii  Aatiror,  Tbo  SeortUrj  tf  SlaU 
for  War  (Mr.  Campbell  DMaoraMa)  Afar  I, 
1599 

CiM/a/ioN  (7r«a|.  Qaooiioa,  Mr.  Ilowarl 
Vioeoat;  Aaovor.  Tbo  AeoroUrf  of  Suto 
for  War  (Mr.  Campbotl-BaaMraMa)  Feb  99, 
I  "39 

Mummied  V^lmmti^r  im/4mirf.  QmoUos,  Obow« 
tatioo«,    Vi«oo«al '  M»41oio«  :    Koplf ,    TW 
Coder  SoorrUrj  of  Ataio  lor  War  ^Uri 
Saoiibarai;  M*r  9,  lOM 

Arm^^  Jmtiia) 

imiiam  Mt/H^iry  Le^twe, 
Aaovor.  Tbo  Coder 
India     (Sir     Cgbtrod 
ffb  9e.  15^9 


Mr.  AbirWf  : 
of  9uio  for 
IUj-5bBlUo«orU) 


AminorurB,  L4>rd    Ijotd  Chaaedlor  ol 

Ireland 
Parliament  -Qnron't  Spot«b«  Addrooa  to  Aa* 
•««r  to»  T5 

Iroland  —  .Nau>nal   toofao  ~  Uooal  C««rta» 

IHI.  Il"*; 
i.oaao/  Acta  Amondmont,  9R.  I  MI 
Polk/    of     ll.M.    Gofommoni,     Minblorfal 

Suit^ont.  549 


AfnMBAD-BARTLBTT,   Mr   B.,    8k$0IM, 

Urprtmion  of  Trado  and  indootrx— Tbo  Oas* 

miaaioa  of  In^oiry,  714 
Trado  and  ComaMr«o  - Kalaolf  Marbod  Ollil, 

1544 

ArTDMSKT  Ommmmal  '$$$  Wkmtbs,  Sir 
K.  £. 


^''fi*  Arrnunr  Oiviaal  {•$$  Bcmbix^  Mr* 

Mtipe  Kerr,  Carta   Ifi  tr*?.   QnotCion,   Mr.  Q,^ 

lia/don ;  Aaevor,  Tbo  ^e•rrtAry  of  ftuu  l 

for     War     (^Mr.      Ctmpboll  -  Bannermaa    ' 

#*/4  95.  19IJ  An«iAXBT    GkXULU.    FOR    ImSLAHD    'm$ 

*'Ui'A.*^mt.twU  m  IHik   tfe^j^memU,  Qooo-  !  UoLMM,   Bight   HoA.   H., 

tioo.  Mr   W.J.  Corbet.   Aneoer^Tko  JU«ro-  , 

Ur/  of  Suie  for  War  ( Mr.  r»mpbe.l  Ban- 

nerma.    FA  H.  1.179  ,  Jm$iMl$4  mi  NfW  Zf^mi     7%0  iWiif 

/Vnriinrro-  C^ee  0f  Jf.AtW  tfercm,  let  H*^  .  ^^'                                              ^     , 

Iful,  4d»oet>on.  Mr.  John  Kedmood  .  An-  QoctUoa.  Mr.  SponaUf  ;  Anovor.  TU  **7^^ 

8»or,  Tbo  Socfolary  of  Auto  lor  War    Mr.  Utjr  !•  Ibo  Tmooory    Mr.  11.  II.  fovlrr) 

Camfbe:MUaa«rm«M/*rA91.  lo9«               |  /H 15,  Hi/9 
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BAL 


Badbn-Powell,  Mr.  O.,  Liverpool,  Kirl- 

daU 
Ireland— Authorit J  of  the  Grown,  1327 
Islands  of  the   Wostern   PaeiBc  —  The   New 

llebridesp  888 
Merchant  Shipping,    Rojal    Commission  on, 

497 
Sapplj'Orango  River  Territory,  Ao.  1608 


{  I  N  D  E  X  I  BAN  BEA 

309. 

Banlmiptcj     (Agricnltiiral    Labourers' 

WagM)  Bill  {Mr.   SUnKopi.  Mr. 

Compton  Ltt^oranci,  Mr.  ScUtisr^Boctk^  Mr, 
Long) 
€.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  Mar  4  [Bill  ISO] 


Baooallat,  Mr.  E.,  Zambeih,  Brixton 

Land  Registry,  2 R.  1001 

Baker,  Mr.  L.  J.,  Somorsei,  Frome 

Inland  Revoooe — Collection  of  Taxes,  1886 
Supply — Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Seot- 
land,  iic.  786 
Dover  Harbour,  733 

Balfour,  Bight  Hon.  A.  J.  (President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board), 

Manehestsr,  E, 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  507,  515,  517 

{After  R^ignation) 

Depression  of  Trade  and   Industry^— The  In- 
quiry, 715 

Balfour,    Right   Hon.    J.  B.,    Claeh- 

mannan^  S^e. 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  370,  380 

{Lord  Advocate) 

Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Lcare, 
1330,  1330 

Scotland— Questions 

Errors  in  Statistieal  Returns — Return  of 
Municipal  Burghs,  1885,  1877. 1878 

Magistracy — Mr.  William  Ivory,  Sheriff  of 
Inverness-shire,  1207 

Parliamentary  Elections  —  Election   Ex- 
penses, 1800 

Representation  ol  the  People  Act— Polling 
Places  in  Argyllshire,  881 

Sheriff  Clerk  Depute  of  Skye,  1517 
*  Scotland — Law  and  Justice — Questions 

Administration  of  Justice  in  the  Highlands 
and  Islands,  1207 

Mr.    Ronton,    Procurator  Fiscal  for  East 
Fife,  800,  1003 

Procurator  Fiscal  of  Orkney,  1514,  1515 

Procurators  Fiscal,  1523 

Sporting  Lands  Rating  (Sootland),  2R.  1487 

Balfour,   General    Bir  G.,  Kinewdine- 
•hire 
Army  (Sopplementary    Estimates,   1885-6)— 

Warlike  Stores  and  Works,  1635,  1638 
Navy    (Supplementary  Estimates,    1885*0) — 

Navy  Services,  1201 
Parliament^ Queen's  Speech,  Addren  in  An- 
swer to,  354,  357 
Supply— Dover  Harbour,  728,  720,  730,  738, 
741,  747 
Furniture  of  Publie  Oflicea,  Great  Britain, 

726 
Metropolitan  Police  Court  Biildings,  727 


Bankmptcy  (Ireland)  Bill        (Mr.  PeUr 

MDonM,   Mr.  Benry   QiU,   Mr.    CUmcy, 
Mr.  John  O'Cetwor,  Mr.  (T  Benton) 
e.  Ordered ;  road  1*  •  Jan  22  [Bill  47J 

Barclay,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Forfar ehire 
Committee  of  Selection,  Nomination  of  Com- 
mittee,    Motion     for    AdjoornmeDt,    411  ; 
Amendt.  415 
Navy  (Supplementary   Estimates,    1885-6)— 

Nary  Services,  1207 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  to  Her 

Majetty,  87 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Amondi.  348,  380,  655 
Scotland — Education    Code— School   Attend- 
ance,  1523 
Law  and  J uatico— Procurators  Fiscal,  1523 

Baert,  Mr.  J.,  Wexford  8. 
Inland  Revenue— Income  Tax«— Schedule  A, 

001 
Supply— Poet  Office,  1273,  1285 

Baetlbt,  Mr.  G.  0.  T.,  leUngton,  N. 

Church  of  England — Sale  of  Advowsons,  713 
Labour  Sutistics,  Res.  1707 
Midland  Railway,  2R.  1676 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An« 
swer  to.  254 

Barttblot,  Oolonel  Sir  W.  B.,  Sueeex^ 

Horekam 
Army  —  Report  of  the  Inspector  General  of 

Recruiting,  1218 
Army  (Supplementary  Estimatee,    1685* 6) — 

Warlike  Stores  and  Works,  1635 
Copyhold  Enfranchisement,  2R.  1162 
Maintenance  ef  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Ret. 

1071, 1072.  1073, 1075 
Parliamentary  Procedure,  Motion  Ibr  a  Seleei 

Committee,  034 

Baumakit,     Mr.    A.    A.,     CamherwMf 

Peehham 
Inland  Revenue — Pay  of  Customs  Officers,  885 
Public   Meetinp— Disloyal    Meeting   at    the 

Criterion  Rsetaorant,  1380 
Public  Parka  and  Recreation  Groonde— Publie 

Park  at  Dulwicb,  1005 

Beach,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  M.  K  Hieks* 
(Chancellor    of  the    Exchequer), 
Brietol,  W. 
County  Government— Repreeentative  Couneilf , 

424 
IreU  nd— Quest  ions 

Induatries  and   Salmon  Fisheries— Seleol 

Committees— Re-appointmeot,  318 
Lord  Randolph  ChurohiUal  Bellaet— Exftr* 
Polioe,  1547 

[«ial. 


BEA 


BEI 


t 8B88ION     1886  ) 
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BEL 


BIB 


Poor  Uw  —  AbU/Uii  Uoioci— R«1Uf  of 
tlM  UbovrtTK^^d  ;-IU(ior  of  I)i»tf«M 
U  tb«  Arrsa  UlMids,  iU 

Royal  Inth  CotttUboUry,  SfO 

Suto  of  lroUo4~l^»fi»UUoa  for  tlio  Ao^ 
■rtwiou  of  tbo  Nfttiooal  Ltofvo,  4«.  416 
Und  R»fittry  Oflloo  -Tbo  R«fUlf«r,  410 

Parlumoot-- QootUoaa 

A4i<HiniaMBt— RooifvaUoa  of  tW  MioUtfy, 

s:n.  MS,  034.  AM 
BoMOOM  of  ibo  lloooo,  19J,  8M.  431,  439» 

43d  :~Now  Ra)M  of  Proco^oro,  M,  »l 
El«ciioo  of  a  Spoak«r.  IS.  IS 
Ord«r  of  BMioMt,  49»»  436 

Parlumoat^QuMB't  Spooeh,  A^artoi  U  Ao- 
•««r  10.  190.  I»,  Ite.  197.  Ml,  394.  317  : 
Moiioo  far  Adjoonimtal,  339,  330 

ParlUiaofiUry  Oalk  ^Mr.  Braaiaagb  ,  34«  410 

S«l«  of  lotoii«*liof  Li^oor«»  SIS 

Tartf  aa4  Catlost  AoC,  1370— Porfoilario, 
310 


[AfUr  R4$$fU4W0m) 


Woirs 


fiaolora  AC»iro— Sir  H.  Dm 

MiM  tftt.  Ood 
Employer*'  l^biiily  Ael  (1390)  AtttodoMol, 

3K.  1007,1000,  Ills 
MaiaUoAnco  of  Social  Orior  JroUa^K  Roo. 

1040,  1093 
Parlljunral^BatliMOi  of  Ibo  lloMt,  1707  :— 

CKAirmao  of  Cooiaiiilooi,  713 
PaHiamvni— BountM  of  tbo  llo««o— Order  of 

Public  BotioeM,  Itet.  Oil,  013 
PArliMneikt — Uo«^A*f  ^pMOb,  AMrtM  to   A  a. 

•«or  to.  679,  637.  639 
ParliAON^oUrj  Proeodorr,  Uoiioa  for  a  Selool 

(*o«miUto.  096 

I.    MiQittrrtal 

i  !lol«ot   Com- 


Ptftcf    of     II. M.    Gov 

Statement,  383 
To«Q   lloldiftfi,  Moitoo  for 

■uitoo.  1307 


BKArrnAMP.  Earl 

Loaaoy  AoU  AoioodaMat.  9R.  1400 

Bs«r  AddtaratioR  Bill      i B^n^m  On 

Mr.   Kmsttkhull^Brnft^m.  Mr,  Umi^ip.  Mr. 
J?««iU,  Mr.  AM  SmttK) 
t.  Onforod  :  roa4  1*  •  J^h  99  [OiU  31^ 
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oaadi4ato  for  alootioa  to  Ibo  oOoo  of 
oooacillor  or  alianaaa : 
To  ooottHoU  tbo  onoMt  booa4ary  of  tbo 
Parlniaaliry  boroofb  of  IfoUaM  ibo 
booadary  of  Iba  Moairlpal  boroofb,  aa4 
to  diroot  and  provUo  for  a  aov  4ivi»ioa 
of  tbo  Uaoicipal  boraogb  laio  «a«4«. 
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Boimdariet  of  Towns  (Ireland}  Bill 
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George  Campbell ;  Answers,  The  Seeretary 
of  Sutc  for  India  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill), 
188 ;  <^uestion.  The  Marqaess  of  Ripon ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Lord  Harris)  Jan  25,  274 ;  i^oes- 
lions.  Sir  George  Ganopbell,  Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan,  Mr.  O'Kellr,  Mr.  Conybeare,  Dr. 
Cameron ;  Answers,  The  Secretarj  of  State 
for  India  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill),  814; 
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Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
Ugbtred  Kaj-Shuttleworth)  Feb  22,  896  ; 
Feb  23,  1038 

Lieenttd  Opium  Shops,  Question,  Mr.  Hunter ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Sir  Ugbtred  Kay  •  Sbuttleworth) 
Feb  23,  904 

The  Chineee  Oovernment,  Question,  Mr. 
M'Laren  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Bourke) 
Jan  22, 192 

Burmah  {ExpsnsH  of  Military  Opirationi) 

Lords 

Moved  to  resolfe,  *'  That  Her  Majesty  having 
directed  a  military  expedition  of  Her  forces 
charged  upon  Indian  revenues  to  be  des- 
patched against  the  King  of  Ava,  this  House 
consents  that  the  revenues  of  India  shall  bo 
applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  military 
operations  which  may  be  carried  on  beyond 
the  external  frontiers  of  Her  Majesty's 
Indian  Possessions"  {The  Earl  of  Kim- 
berley)  Feb  22,  849 ;  after  debate,  MoUon 
agreed  to 

OOMMOIIS 

Notice  of  Resolution,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  Ugbtred  Kay-Shuttle- 
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Moved,  **  That  Her  Majetty  having  directed  a 
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upon  Indian  revenues  to  be  despatched 
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•enta  that  the  revenaes  of  India  shall  be 
applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Mili- 
tary operations  which  may  be  carried  on 
beyond  the  external  frontiers  of  Her  Mi^esty 's 
Indian  Possessions*'  {Sir  Oghtred  Kay- 
ShuUiewortk)  Feb  22,  939 
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to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Military  opera- 
tions in  the  Kingdom  of  Ava  oat  of  the 
revenues  of  India '  ( J/r.  BunUr)  v. ;  Qoet- 
tion  proposed,  **  That  the  words,  Ac. ; " 
after  debate.  Question  put;  A.  297,  N.  82  ; 
U.215;  Div.  LUt,  A.  and  N.,  986;  main 
Qneation  pat,  and  agreed  to 
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Burmah  —  Military  Executions  —  The  Provost 

Marshal.  188,  189.317,  896,  897,  1088 
Committee  of  Selection  —  Nomination  of  Com- 

mittee,  407,  414,  416 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Leave, 

1828 
Lnuacy  (Vacating  of  Seats),  Comm.  Motion 

for  reporting  Progress,  1342 
Navy— Supply  of  Cutlasfes,  1381 
Navy  Estimates— Shipbuilding  Votes,  426 
Navy    (Supplementary   Estimates,  1885-6)  — 

Navy  Services,  Amendt.  1286, 1302 
Railway  Rates,  898 
Scotland — Questions 

Inland  Revenue— Illicit  Stills,  417 
law  and  Justice — Mr.  R.  W.  Ronton,  Pro- 
curator  Fiscal  of  East  Fife,  808,  309, 
890 :— Procurator  Fiscal  of  Orkney,  1619 
Universities,  1891 
Sporting  Lands  Rating,  2  R.  1487 
Supply  —  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  In  Scot* 
land.  Ac.  779,  780  ;  Amendt.  789 
Secretary  for  Seotlaod,  768, 771 ;  Amendt* 
774 

Oamsbon,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Wiek^  3fe. 

Inland  Revenue — Cases  of  Smuggling  in  Scotch 

Deer  ForesU  since  1879, 1024 
Law  and  Justice  (Scotland)  The  Procnrator 

Fiscal  of  Orkney,  1614, 1616 
Railways— Fish  Trafle  Rates,  419,  897 

Campbell,  Sir  A.,  JUnfrew^  W. 

Glasgow  Bridges,  Ac.  2R.  1366 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  396 

Oampbbll,  Sir  Q.,  Kirkealdy,  S^e, 

Barmah*- Annexation  of  Upper  Burmah,  1318, 
1219 
MillUry  Execntiont^Tbe  Provost  Hartbal, 
188,  814,  316 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Leave, 

1329 
Imperial  Revenue  (Ireland  and  Qroat  Britain X 

Res.  1062 
Manritins— Appointmont  of  Mr.  Clifford  U0y4 

as  Lieutenant  Qovenor,  892 
Parliament— -Business  of  tbo  lloase— Order  of 

Public  Badness,  Res.  918,  919 
Parliament  —  Qonon't  8pMeb|  Addroes  in  An- 
•wer  to,666 
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CAMrviu,  Sir  G.— «Mr.  I  CAMFBaDOWii.  Earl  of 

pArliamrntary  lUprvtrntalioa  in  IIm  Colon it« 
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— Color.iAl  Voter*,  1303 
SeoiUa^  —  Krrora  ts    SUtutieal  Retorni  — 
lUlani  •!    Maotcipftl  Barftit.  18«5,   1A77. 

Svpply  —  KmbftMiM  anJ    MUmmm    Abroad. 

(>r»nfo  Ritrr  Ttmtory,  4c.  lCi»0 
S«p#r»ttBtuuon   an  J   Uctire4    Allowanoe*, 
1M0 


rAitriiKix«  Mr  II.,  ^trm^ms^k,  8. 

Colootal  Keclrftia •Ileal  Apfftomtmcala,  13*} 
IrrUnd^  l*oat  Odk^^Uurtttoot 

Krrctioo  of  A  Trl^^raph  l*olo  On    t'riraU 

Troptf tj  Mi  Efktiuktllrn.  1370 
I'cMlmaMrr  of  lUU,  1375,  1734 
Ihc  UU    roalmaalar  of  Hali/bcifac,  Co. 
Kerry,  HV7 


Campiicll,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Oiss^oie  Bmd  Ah^r* 
d0$n  Unireruti09 
fl«o(Ua4  —  Aberirea  CaifcrtUy  »  Cbtir  of 

CAicrBftLt*1Usr5BmitAy,  Right  Hoo.  II.. 
'86crt*Urj  of  8ut«  for  War},  Stir- 

Arny^Qootiioot 

Army  Mr<lical  OScer»^TI*«   SorrUa  aad 

Itu'fariaa  Camptiro.  l^""* 
Ihwbarfo4   ab4    li»«ali<lo4    Mea~(*aM    of 

Micbarl  Ucroa.  Ut  Koyal  Inab.  1014 
Effpctt  of  a   Dreoaaed    HoUter— >CaM    of 

l>rnoi«  M*I\>nB#ll,  1346 
fti^.Ai  Smy\\  Aran  Kactory,  I91S.  I**^'! 
Or.t'incc  |t<*(k«riniriil — Amqianttion.  *•*! 
Tntico  flrnry  of  lUitlenWrf.  I3f  I,  1345 
lir|^  rt   of  the   latpecCor  Geticral   of   Ko* 

crutt.rf,  1)19 
Royal  Artillery— Vacant irt  Ibr  8aballoni 

(»Ocer«,  ••93 
Sr.i«:i   Arm»-Cao    of  Gormaa   Stool   Ibf 

SwoH  llUJee.  (»')}.  '^O 
Soudan  CAiopatfa— Tbe  Koyal  triab  Reft* 

ment,  \I*% 

Army  r  ^bi:  .ary  Forcea  ^t^otationi 
Ar:    Vff  Vf  ar.trera,  I3ii 
Ir  •-»  M     t.a.  t  )7i 
\U-  r  K'rr.  r»faa  %fli!  l.«.  ISIS 
\i.unterr  ^oreo.  Idl 

Ari.f  I'^uppleoieatary  L'ttimatea,  H«.\«$i  — 
War. ike  Morea  «•<!  Works,  U34 

Coaat  l><''«T.et«^l>rfra«  of  tbo  Coaot  of  Dar- 
bam,  !«*0 

K  f  7  ^  ^  <j  i»e««  loaa 

Araaed  Stoaaora  oo  Oo  5tW,  MO 

Dnt  tb  Korao  \m  HfyH  ^^  ^^  Soo4aa. 

1333,  1531 
oporatooaa  ta  tbo  ftoodaa.  130t 

Irtlaad— Royal  Irtab  CooiUbaUfy  Ootbtog 
Coatraeu,  1393 

Sap^y,  Report,  Rob.  1 7,  lr9«; 

Wool«»eb   Aracfkat  -  I  .aebario    of 
1911,  I'^li,  U13 


rarltaosenl— >Vefitilation    of  tbr    llooof,   Reo. 

1004 
Toliey  of  II  M.  Oororamtal,  Miaiatonal  Slalo* 

moat,  34tl 

Oaedutt,  Mr.  K.  11..  JfonmoMfA,  j|-r. 

Army — 4du<Btiuna 

Ordnaneo  department— Ammoalt Urn,  ^1 
Small    Arms  —  Cainf    Gormao    Hteol  for 

Sword  B:adet,  ^**3 
Tc»t  t(  of  Sido  Arma— I^eltottTO  Dayoaote, 
4U 

Cakbv,  Mr.  J.  L ,  JTi/^arr.  S. 

Inlatfd  — Rail  tray  a—-. \cc  ideal  at  Alby  Railway 
8uiioa,  1*^^^ 

Camu^lb,  Biahop  of 
Marrtagoa  Validily.  S  ft.  000 

Oativdibr,  Lord  E.,  D0rh^9k%r0^  W, 

blatropolia  —  If otropoliua     Polioa    Koroo  « 
Orfaaitalioo,  Raa.  1440 

CiiAMBBRiAix,  Right  Hon.  J.,  Birmimf- 
Asm.  W. 
EncUod  and  Grotoo     ColteelifO  Soto  ol  tbo 


KuffOoea<«  Towera.  SI*.  310.  413,  433 
ladia  ((  laaaee,  ae.>~laeomo  Tai,  tOO 
rarlument^guero'a  Speech,  Addroot  la  .\a« 

awer  to,  43!t,  313,  313 

{Pr0n4Unt  o/  fil#  Lcf4i  OormrMmmi  B^srd) 

Cooaty  Oovcrnmeat'Looal  Tatalioa.  f^Ot 
Peyrattioa  of  Tr»do  aad  ladaotry—1  bo  la* 

^otry,  713 
Parliaateat— Qoeea**  <petcb,  AddrotO  la  A  a* 

awerto.  010.  021,013 
roliiical  Mcoiinp^Speoeb  of  Mr.  Cbaanber* 

lAJO  -•*  Ranaom,**  070.  tOlO 
Poor  Law—  llrrirativo  Aotllaaoata,  ISfO 
Oot-I)oor  Relief  doriaf  tbo  Kufitof  DU* 

roblio   lioalib  Aol.  1073— Roaotal  of  Dwd 
&odioa»  1033 

CilASirB.  Mr.  P.  A.,  AV/imnjr.  S. 

IrolaaH^liiff  •!    Tar    of    Kirearma— Caao   of 
Joaepb  l^.%i^f,  llorrta,  Co  Catlow.  |*«3 
Maftacraoy  — Ki.keaay  Cooaiy,  t«»Oi 

CuA.xi bua>b,  Tho  Li>Rt>  90$  Ualkbiev, 
Loni) 

CuAVtBLLoft,  The  Lurd  •«#  UtB«  uxll^ 
Lord) 

CuAKCBLLom  of  iBBUi.xn,  The  Lord  ($m 
AanBorBXB,  Lord 

CllAUcBlXfiB  of  the  iK^RTof  Laxuaotbr 
,io#  Cbaplui,  Right  Hud.  H.) 
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Ghancbllob  of  the  Dugh7  of  Lanoasteb 
{see  HsNEAaE,  Eight  Hon.  E.) 

CilANOELLOB     of    the     ExOHEQUBB     {iee 

Beach,    Bight    Hon.    Sir    M.  E. 

HlOKS-) 

Ghanoellob    of   the    Exouequeb    {see 
Habgoubt,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  W.  G. 

V-) 
Ghaknino,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Nbrihampion,  E. 

Railways — Railway  Couplings,  1192 

Chaplin,   Right  Hon.  H.   (Chancellor 

of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster),   Lin- 

eolnshire,  Sleaford 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer lo.  381,  38tt,  448,  454,  461,  466,  468. 
471, 480 

Charitable  2Vus(s  {Allotments  Extension 
Act,  1882) 
Mofed  for  "  Return  of  all  charities  known  to 
the  Charity  Commissioners,  the  income  of 
which  is  shown  to  be  distributable  in  articles 
in  kind  or  in  money,  in  the  '  General  Digest 
of  Endowed  Charities*  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment on  the  motion  of  Lord  Robert  Montagu 
between  the  years  1868  and  1876.  as  supple- 
mented by  the  information  subsequently  ac- 
quired by  the  Charity  Commissioners  ;  and 
distinguishing  those  charities  the  income  of 
which  may  be  otherwise  applied  in  pursuance 
of  sohemes  established  by  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners" {The  Earl  of  Onslow)  Mar  i^ 
1873  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

Charity     Commissioners  —  Seheme    for 

Christ's  Hospital 
Question,  Mr.  Howard  Spensley  ;  Answer,  The 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Lyon 
Play  fair)  i^«6  28,  1023  ;  Questions,  Mr.  W. 
H.  James,  Mr.  Uoward  Spensley  ;  Answers, 
The  Vice  President  of  the  OonooU  (Sir  Lyon 
Play  fair)  Mar  4,  1875 

Childbbs,  Bight  Hon.  H.  0.  E.  (Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment), Edinburgh,  8. 
Durial  Act,  1880— Burial  at  Chelmsford,  501 
Burials— Burial  Groondi  Bill,  1543 
Church    of    England  —  Convocation  —  **  The 

House  of  Laymen,"  1100 
Coal  Mines,  3R.  1871 

Coal  Mines — Usworth  Colliery  Eiplosion,  803 
Compensation  for  Damages,  1806;  3 R.  3000, 

2005,3011 
Education— Noo-atteodanee  at  Sobools,  708, 

001 
Ehipleyers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 

3R.  1085,1004,1115 
ladnslrial    Dwellings    Aot,     1885  —  Disused 
Prisons,  Metropolis,  878 


Childibi,  Right  Hon.  El.  0.  E.— miiI. 

r^w  and  Justice — Questions 
Coufict  Labour,  1808 
Executions,  1806 
Murder  of  Police  Constable  Hine  at  Fenny 

Compton,  1380 
New  Magistrates,  1301 
Public  Executions,  1383 
Recordership  of  Liferpool,  715,  804,  805 
Law  and  Police^ Employment  of  a  Bloodhound 

in  Pursuit  of  Poachers,  1303 
Lunacy  Commissioners  (England  and  Sootknd) 

—The  Reports,  1310 
Metropolis — Questions 

London  Lirery  Companies,  878 
London  Municipal  Reform,  711,  883 
London  Water  Companies,  1333 
Meetings  in  Hyde  Park,   1383  ;— Sunday 

Meetings  in  the  Parks,  1543 
Order  in  the  Streeta^Duties  of  the  Horn* 

Ofllce,  707 
Police  Regulations  for  Dogs,  1532,  1533 
Public  Health— Unwholesome  HabiUtJons, 

800 
Re-orgaaiiation  of  the  Police,  1330,  1331, 
1533 
Metropolis — Disturbanoet  in — Qoeetions 
Action  of  the  Home  Department,  Explana- 
tion, 504,  603,  604,  605,  606 
Compensation,  1306 
Power  of  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police 

in  Event  of  Recurrence,  003 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  InTcsiigaiion, 
Statement,  000,  010 
Metropolitan  Police — Sir  Edmund  lleodersoo, 

1377,  1378 
.Metropolitan  Police  Force,  1513;^Orfanis.n* 

tion,  lice.  1415, 1448 
Mines,   Explosions  in — Report  of  the  Royal 

Commission,  706 
Mr.  Broadhurst,  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

the  Home  Department,  1876 
Parliamentary    Elections— > Lists    of    Voters, 

1533  ;— Secrecy  ot  the  Balloi,  1003 
Police  Superannuation  and  Pensions,  1300 
Public  Meetings— Speech  of  Lord  Randolph 

Churchill  at  Belfast,  1334 
Shop  Hours  Regulation,  3R.  685 
Sites  for  the  New   Public  OOces— War  Ofllce 

and  Admiralty,  1000 
Thames,  Pollution  of— Report  of  the  Royal 

Commisaioo,  1330 
Town  Holdings,  Motion  for  a  Select    Com- 
mittee, 1606,  1808 
Wales— Inspector  of  Slate  and  Sett  Quarries, 
1101 

China 

Chef 00  Convention,  TftS—  The  Opivm  Duties, 
Question,  Sir  Joseph  Pease ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflkira 
(Mr.  Bryce)  Feb  36, 1385 

Reported  Loan,  Questions,  Mr.  M*Laren  ;  An- 
swers, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  fcr 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Bourke}  Jan  33,  101 

Church  Boardl  Bill  {Mr.  Albert  Orep,  Mr, 
Staford  Howord,  Sir  John  Luhhoek,  Mr. 
M'Jter,  Mr.  EomidewortM,  Sir  V.  Jfay- 
Shnttle^tortk,  Mr.  Oeratd  Ba^onr) 

c.  Ordered ;  read  I*  •  Jan  33  [Dill  54] 
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CnrErmm  Bight  Hon.  Lord  R.  H.  8. 
86crt*Ury    of    8Ulo    for    India  . 

hmrwmk  .'Miiiuir  SBM«tioBf)^TlM  PtovMt 

Mmnbal,  I  •^9.  514.  316.  SI  7 
Iftdi*  (FiQJitt««.  Mc  ) — IneooM  Tfti.  190,  191 

rBeov«tta»l«4l  i'lYil  S«rvio«.  917 
ParliaoiMit— >B»t:n««t  of  Um  IIo«m.  451 
rarlUmtol — Qo««a*s  Sp«««h.  AtlJrtM  ia  An- 

•wwr  l».  117.  175,  193,  S99.  541. 545 

[  A/iff  Amj^jm/mm) 

B^rmah    (EiptuM  •!  MililAry  Q^crmtioM), 

607 
Go»»ram»>i  of  li>4to.  1915 
Ijoam  to  UB4o«Mrt,  1464,  1466.  14^7,  146^ 
M*ioUnar.c«  of  8'>c.tl  Or4tr  (IrtUod).  K^t, 

1977.  I9*«4.  I9V«.  I'>97 
rat!iafiMQt'-tUtif>M«  of  tbo  lloote,  |5jt4 
t*ar)(*m«iil'->ijoi^n*»  Speech,  A(l«lrr«»  iq  Ab- 

••rr  to,  614,  O.M.  6il,  637.  655 
I'oblie  Mrt>tiftf« — Speoch  of  l«or4   ll*n  lolpb 

rhorvliiU  at  Belfast.  1915.  1395 
Supply --ColoBiol  Local  fUmoo,  A«.  1354 
Woolwioh   Aroettal— DiMhargo  of   Worknoo, 

1919 

CkureA  of  Ef^Und 

C0-rJ<tlit%'^**  TKf  ft'Uf  of  fstym  '»/*  i^r»90* 
Cioot,  Mr.  i*io(oo,  Tolon'*!  Wannf,  Mr. 
Soitoo  ;  Aotwert,  TUo  S<»cr«*tar7  of  Siofo 
for  the  Horn*  I>^p»rtm«»nt  ^Wr.  Ch  Mcrt). 
Mr    Speaker  /VA  3V  110^ 

f*ur»r  '4  Rff'ty  #«»•<  Trimilf  i\^i^ff,C%m* 
htt*i^r,  ^u<^tiAn.  S  r  Uokert  IVri  ;  AtttVOT, 
Mr   Speaker  fV6  35.  Iil3 

Sti4  •/  Ad'  ^»r$.t%i,  4|oMUOB.  Mr.  IUrtl47  : 
Aoawtr.  Th<»  Ktrti  l>or4  of  tbo  TrMMT/ 
(Mr.  W.  e.  C.uaatone)  Fth  19»713 

Chvch  of  SeoUud  Bill   ^r.  k\mUy.  ru 

g.  CoatKtrtil  lo  CookMiitoo  ;  Rotolotio*  ffM^ 
to.  Ao4  rtportoJ:  BiU  orltrr^;  rM4  l«* 
J^  33  [Bill  6] 

Churoh  PatrOMfO   BUI    [^r.  MyUmd$,  Mr. 

tmikmrn,  Mr.  Hfmrg  H.  K*r/#r,  Jfr.  Hn».t'm] 
t,  Or^«f«4 ;  r«*4  1   •JanU  [Bt'I  4] 

Ctrii  8grrin0  tTriiffs 
Qd*«ti'>o.  Mr.  I>.i->illftHUoJ  :  A«t«#r.  TW 
Ci»aoo»ilor  ol  tlio  Ktcbo^oor    Sir   Wi;i.Mi 
Uatooort)  Ftk  19.  706 

CuiXCT,  Mr.  J.  J.,  DmUim  Co.,  JV. 
BeUaM  Maio  DrmioofO,  iUo.  1735 
Irr  U  d4 — t^oMiiooA 

Uea.ortl  ao4   rooaol— Mr.  Q.  M'Do«f«l>, 
Affotto  tbo  GocaoMl^va  C«ulo,  Co. 
Mratb,  1301.  1303 
r.>or  Uv—Rolwf  •!  DioCffMi  io  Ibo  Arrma 

iaU»4«,  436 
RrprMMUUoa  of  tbo  Ptoplo  A«i  (1664)^ 
Utfoolifo  lUCarM,  ITOI 
Pol  MO  a»4  foBiury  HrgoUtioot.  iUo.  1966 
Soppiy^ReStttratioa  of  VoCoro,  lroUa4,  I3it 


Clakk,  Pr.  O.  B..  Cmikmm 

\rnijr— Qcartonii*at«r«.  431 

Crofter*  (Sco41ob4}    No.  3>.  Moiioa  ht  liravr^ 

1550 

Kaat    Imtia^Romab^Kipoatrt  of  Militarj 

Oprratioat,  Ro«.  979 
Parliantort^tjarea't  Spoacb,  AddrtM  la  Aa* 

•«er  In.  640 
SeotUed — Farm  ^orTaal•  -A  Royal  Co«imia« 

•ioa,713 
8ap^f — Oraaf*  Riror  Territory,  Ao.  1635 

CLAmKi,  Hr.  E.  O.,  Pi^m^utA 

PariiaaMot— Qo«eB*t  flptotb,  A44rM«  la  Aa- 
•«or  to,  345.  349 

(YirroRD  or  riiri»L£ion,  I»rd 

Laaaoy  Aett  Aai#a4awo4,  3R.  1503 

Coal  Minot  BUI  ( v*r  jiirWrf  ( r^, 

Mr.  Atmsrl^W^nl^,  Mr.  /W««  r^) 

^.  Or4Bro4:  r«a4  l«  •  fV*  19  (1111193] 

Roa4  t*.  aa4  eoaimiito4  for  Moa4aj  aoat ; 
alW  abort  aobaU  Ifjr  9,  1071 

Goal  MiBM  BofttUtioi  4et  :1S78^  AMiid* 

moat  Bill  {Mr.    Art^mr  O'C^mn^r,  Mr.  T. 

f.  Or4ero4  ;  rfa4  V  /#*  i3  "Bill  lo6) 

Mor«4.  -Tb%i    tbo    Bill    bo  ao«   rM4  3*  *' 

Jfar  9. 1>»49 
Aairndi.  lo  learo  ool  **ao«.'*  a44  **  apoa  ili-t 

4ay  ail  ■Motba**  \Mr     T*mi%n99m\  \  Qica* 

ti-»a  propowJ.   **  That   '  now.*  Ao.  .  **  alUr 

4«bato.  Amrndt.  «tili4ni«B 
Maia  Qaoat4oa  pot«  aa4  af  r»o4  lo  ;  lUU  road  3* 

C6a/  Mtm^^IU   U$wrik  C^Umy  Em- 

Qoeotioa.  Mr.  B<irt  ;  Aaiwor,  Tbo  Sroratary 
of  Stato  for  I  Ho  tlooM  UrpartaMat  (Mr. 
Cbil4or«)  f>»  33.  093 

Co^t  Dfffmef$  *  Dff9%€*  0/  ik$  C^ssi  0/ 

Dmrk4m 
QoMCioa.  Sir  llaary  Uaroloob-AIUa  ;  Aaowor. 
Tbo  SoerHary  of  Suio  for  War  Mr.  Camp* 
boU  .Baaarrmaa)  /Vi  33,  6^0 

O'BB.  Mr.  n.  p..  ITtfrvifl,  8.  JT..  Rmfhf 
E4ora(ioa    Hoyartioot'— K.f  tatary  Soboolt 

— Fffoo  K4ooati'«.  1<»J1 
Lav  aa4  JaaCioo^MoHor  of  To  .00  CoaaUbto 
lliao  at  Ftaay  Co«pCoa.  19^9 

Cotiisr,  Mr.  L.  L  .  PmddimfUm,  S, 

Coouailtoaoa  U4  aa  %4aitiitacr»iioa^Oaaraa* 

load  Capital  of  RaUvaya.  1037 
Partuaaal     Qaaoa*a  Spoocb.  Aidrtaa  ia  Aa* 
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mOnt)  Bill  f    ■  ^f  BmfA4$,  Mr.  Bmrd 

Mr.  Bfflimw,  Mr.  .Wn«,  CmUmA  Dmmtmm) 
t,  OrOorod  :  load  P  •  Jtfar  0  [Bill  193] 

DrcKHAM^  Mr.  T.»    B^rrfprisktr^,   Lm* 

mim$Ur 
ImaorUtMB    of    I  rub    Cattlo— Tba   Moatbt/ 

RHarat.  1701 
Parltamaat— td««*a'<  5fto«b,  Addrtai  la  Aa* 

iwor  to,  374 

Ihrrr,   Mr.  B.  W.     <^Til  Ix)rd  of  Iha 
Admiraltj).  i?aM/faiir# 

Admirahy — Natal  Poattoaa,  1903 
Urooaoicb  Itoofital  PooMoat.  1 490 
Navy—Uaalbooliao    Doeb    (Cofk    llarbow), 
1901 

I)ra<Ajr.  Oolonol  P.,  futoiary,  JJaOono 
g,yy|y^EiliMm  and  Miaiioaa  AWoad.  1 


Dtkr,    Bight  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.   [Chiof 
8<«crotar7  to  tho  Lord  Ltoatanaal 
of  Irolantl  .  AVaf.  /Mrf/orif 
IrrUad   ■^jootiooa 

•*  Bofoouiaf  "—Alltfod  Ootrofo,  109, 019, 

313 
9«a   aod    Coaal    Piibarno    Traolif   la 

<Saloa^  Bay,  307 
Saod   Safflj    Act->Foortb   laaUlsMol  of 

Rato— I'oatpoooiMol  of  Pajaoat.  OIB 


Pbrtuwwitafy  Prooodara,  Mouoa  fiw  a  Solaal 
Coaaittao,  039. 030 

8 apply,  Roport,  R40.  17, 


I 


J5t«lrra  Td$frmpk  C^mpmtp 
<4o«atioii,  Mr    llattoo:  Aaavar.  Tbo   radar 
Se^rri*ty  Af  siato   far  tbo  <\>--ao«  (Mr. 
OtbociK-  M  irpa.  fth  90,  1341 


EAS 


EGT 
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EHF 


JSast  Zondon  Wat$r  Bill  {hy  Order) 
e.  Read  3*,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
after  abort  dehate  Mar  2, 1665 

Ebrinotoit,  Yiscount,  Devimy  Tavistock 

Land  Laws,  1304 

Xoclefliastioal  Assessments  (Sooflaiid)  Bill 

{Mr,  Finlatfy  Mr,  M^Lagan) 
€,  Ordered  ;  read  !«•  Jan  22  [Bill  79] 

JEeehiiastieal  Commi$$ioner$  —  Extraordi" 

nary  Tith$ 
Question,    Mr.  T.   H.  Bolton;    Answer,   Sir 
Jolio  R.  Mowbray  Feb  18,  587 

Educational  Endowment* 

Seleot  Committee  nominated  Feb  25 ;  List  of 
tbe  Committee,  1344 

Education  Department 

Corporal  PunUh%nent  in  School*  —  HiUeiden 
S'ational  Sehooi,  Question,  Cs plain  Vemey  ; 
Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  tbe  Cooneil 
(Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  Feb  10,  704 

Education  Aete  Cornmietion,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
MiWain ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for  Soot* 
land  (Mr.  Troteljan)  Mar  4. 1881 

Eltmeniary  SehooU — Free  Education,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Cobb ;  Answer,  The  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  (Touncil  (Sir  Lyon  Play  fair) 
Feb  23.  1031 

Xon- Attendance  at  School*,  Question,  Mr. 
Jennings  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  llome  DopArtment  (Mr.  Childers) 
Feb  19, 708 

School  Board  Summome*,  Question,  Mr. 
Jennings;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers) 
Feb  22,  900 

Technical  Education,  Question,  Mr.  Jacoby; 
Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Coonoil 
(Sir  Lyon  Piayfair)  Mar  2,  1759 

Education  (Scotland)  (School  Fees)  Bill 

{Mr.  Sutherland,  Sir  Berbert  Maxwell,  Mr, 
Finlaycon,  Dr,  Farquharton,  Mr,  Buchanan, 
Mr,  Xoel) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  Feb  19  [Bill  98] 

EoBBTOir,  Lord 

Liinaey  Acts  AmcDdmoDt,  2R.  1500 

EoMONT,  Earl  of 

Ireland— National  Leagve — Local  Courts,  1183 

EoYPT  (Queiiione) 

Irrigation  Work*  and  Forced  Labour,  Qnes* 
tion.  Sir  Bernbard  Samuelson  ;  Answer, 
Tbe  Under  Sccretarv  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Mr.  Bryce)  J/ur  1,  1530 
For f  o/5u>i Art M,  Question,  Mr.  O* Kelly  ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Aftiirs  (Mr.  Bryce)  Mar  4,  1691 

[eemi. 


EoT»— cent. 

Sheikk  of  Oetnai,  Qoettloo,  Mr.  DHlon  :  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Aflkirs  (Mr.  Bryce)  Mar  4, 1908 

Slave  'firade^The  Convention  e/1877— Jfo/y, 
Question,  Mr.  Goorley;  Answer,  Th« 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Allkira 
(Mr.  Bryce)  Feb  22,  883 

The  Military  Expedition 

Armed  Steamer*  on  the  Nile,  Qoestioo,  Mr. 
Goorley ;  Answer,  Tbe  Secretary  of  Stat*  for 
War  (Mr.  Campbell- Bannermao)  Feb  22,  880 

Brituh  Force  in  Egypt  and  the  Soudan,  Qao** 
tiona.  Sir  George  Campbell,  Mr.  O'Kelly, 
Mr.  Dillon ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of 
SUto  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell-BaDnerman) 
Mar  1,  1333 

Medal*  and  Oratu\Ue*-'H,M,S,  **  Jumna,'* 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Vanderbyl;  Answer,  Tb« 
SecreUry  to  tbe  Admiralty  (Mr.  Htbbert) 
Mar  1, 1540 

Soudan  Campaign^  J%e  Royal  Iriek  Regi- 
ment, Questions,  Sir  Herbert  Maiwell ;  An- 
swers, The  SecroUry  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
CampbelUBannerman)  Feb  25,  1209 

Operation*  in  the  Soudan,  Question,  Mr. 
O'Keliy  ;  Answer,  The  SecreUry  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman)  Febtaf 
1391 

War  in  the  Soudan— Engltth  and  American 
Pump*,  Question,  Mr.*  Uickman  ;  Answer, 
The  Surveyor  General  of  the  Ordnance  (Mr. 
Woodall)  Mar  1,  1544 

The  Oarriton  cU  Kaa*ala.  Questions,  Mr. 
O* Kelly :  Answers,  The  Under  SecreUry  of 
Suto  for  Foreign  Aflkirs  (Mr.  Bryoe) 
Feb  19,  705 

Electric  Lightmgr    Act  (1888)  Amend- 
ment Bill  Tui*].        {The  Lord  Eayleigh) 
I.  Presented  ;  read  1»  •  J#ar  2  (No.  26) 


Electric  Lighting  Act,  1882—. 
or  PrivaU  BilU 
Question,  Mr.  Nortbcote  ;  Answer,  Tbe  Preai* 
dent  of  tbe  Board  of  Tfsde  (Mr.  Mandella) 
Mar  2, 17t3 

EllenborouoHi  Lord 
AUotmcnU,  Motion  for  a  Retani,  848 

Eluot,  Hon.  A.  B.  D.,  Raskmrgk 
Parliament— Qneeo*s  Speech,  Addresc  ia  An* 
■wer  to,  256 

Ellis,  Hr.  J.,  Leiccetcrehire,  Boeworth 
rarliament — Qaeen'a  Speech,  Addreea  in  An* 
twor  to,  364 

Employers*  Uabili^  Act  (1880)  Amend- 
ment Bill 

(Jfr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Dr.  Commim*,  Mr. 

Sexton,  Mr,  Je—e  Cotlinge) 

e,  Ordefwl ;  read  1*  •  Jan  22  [Bill  60] 

Moved,   "That  the  Bill   be   now    rvad  r*' 
Feb  23, 1079  ;  aiur  debate,  Morcd,  **  That 


BMP        ETTR 


{SEHfllON     18ft6} 


EUB       FEB 


BmpUy€r$*  LMMiiy  AH  Amtmdm^mi  (1M«)  Bill 


CWnicH-M^):  after  AirtlMr  tlMri  «lcb«l«, 
Q«#*iioii  pal,  «»4  setvUfwd 

Ortf taal  qae«itoa  again  prapciw^  ;  alWr  tlMrl 
4»bAt«.  ortfiDftl  ^llc•ltoo  pal  fta4  agiMii 
to  :  li.'.l  mui  r 

Mev«>d,  "*  lUt  Ik*  Di-l  k*  r*r«rT«4  lo  a  S«lr«t 
romnttlrr,  aad  (hit  it  ke  an  lastnietion  to 
lh«  l*o«niait(c«  thai  iK^y  ka«»  power  to  in- 
^airo  into  tbo  vperaiioo  of  *  I  ho  Hoiplojm* 
tiability  Act,  H-io/'*  nil:  aAtr  thvrt  do- 
hate,  Modva  afrw^  lo 

Bmpl^jen'  LUbOity  Aet  (188a  Aatad- 

a«nt  cVo.  8)  BiU 

; Jff.  IfMri,  Mr,  Br^dkmfi,  Mr,  J0i9tf,  Mr. 
Biti^Umt,  Mr,  l4<i«r.^) 
t,  Ordorwl ;  rvad  I*  •  Jw  U  [B«U  ?•] 

Uitom  tn  Foreign  Comtirtfi 
Qo^iioa,  Mr.  W.  P.  Lawreaoo  :  Aaavor,  Tbo 
rn<lt*r    Seerrtarf     of    Sute     for    Farrifa 
Aftura  { Ur.  Brjic)  »«  i«.  l3iN» 

Movo.1.  **Tbai  a  Select  CoauaitUa  be  ap- 
potnied  Mo  it^airo  into  tbo  operation  of 
'  Tbo  Codoved  ^hoolt  Aet.  IMy/  and  Ihe 
aoMndiof  Acta,  and  lo  ooaatder  aad  raport 
bow  lar  tt  »ay  bt  ezpedioat  la  amand  Ibo 
povera  ezerciaad  ander  tbem  by  tbo  rbartiy 
C'ommutioorra  **  {Sir  Ly»m  Pt^fjw) 
Fth  »,  Iu04  ;  Moiitfo  afTMd  lo 

EirriBU).  Vifu^ount 

Motropo  If,  iMttarhtncM  in  ibe,  575 
Matropohian    Po'iee    Kurca  ^  Departmenlal 
Cooimuteo  of  1979.  1019 


Eahrr.  lyird  (Maator  of  tht  RolU) 

Lanacf  Aclt  AoModaient.  >K.  I  V>0 

KanoxDB,  Sir  T.  G  »  I>mh:m  To.,  H, 
Import »1  Kevenao  i  Ireland  aad  Groat  BritaiaK 
He*.  UMV 

EA'vi.vwoxr.  Mr.  P,  Jhtrdr^mthtr*,  K. 

Inipiitai  KrtrrittO    Ireland  aad  Great  Uritaii*  , 

Ure   lii71 
ParUjmet^i^<ja:efi*a   speech,  Addrtaa  la  Aa* 

««ee  to.  .V.o 
Sepplf  —  Toartt  of  Lav  aM  Jaatke  ta  Saot- 
land,  ^.  i-^O 
fiaarttaty  far  >eatUad.  773 

AW«f#    {iU»Um)    9md  Ef^pi^Sir  U. 

Qa<>*iu>nt.  S  r  Jalaa  Ge*.t!tniid,  ^tr  Mtabael 
Hteb».lleaeb  ;  Aa»«en,  The  Kir*l  Ixed  of 
iheTreotarj  Mr.  W  K  (;:«daoae  /Vlll. 
»0<«;  Mae«'ioa».  Mr  Hrif^afb.  Mr.  K7- 
lande  ;  Aatweea.  Ibe  Trd^r  Kerreiary  of 
Mate  1  >r  Foreifn  ACaira  ( Ur.  Br^ae,  /c4 15, 

VOL.  OOCIL       [tiUAO  OBxxt.] 


Potify  •!  Hrr  M^Hft  a$%$mmimt,  QMi. 
tioa,  Tba  Marqaeaa  of  Aaliabary .  Aaavar, 
The  ftearofary  of  SUU  far  Koraifo  Ataira 
(Tha  Earl  of  RoM>bery'  fVi  14.  577 

Grrtrt  ae«l  Tmrk^f^  (^ooatioaa,  Mr.  Jooeph 
Co«en :  Aaevere,  Tho  Firel  Lord  of  lAo 
TrMaory  (Mr.  W.  C.  GUdftone)  /VA  1«. 
5S5 ;  Qaeaioo,  Mr.  Bernard  Caloridfa : 
Aatwer.  Tho  rndor  ftearelart  of  Stat*  9m 
Karaifa  Ataira  -Mr.  Br7«o)  /V5  93.  I  Ml 

EvBLTH,  Mr.  W.  J.,  lUptfmd 
laiaiifnaitoa  of  Foraifa  Labo«r,  1913 

Ersmvrr,  Mr.  R.  L.,  5«^tt,  W00dindg§ 

Rteiao— Caltafa  Bra«taf  l^aooaaa,  II94 
I'arliaoMatarjr    Btoanoai  —  9>ora<|  W   tha 

Ballal.  I»«3 
PartiaMoolary  FrMahtaa(Bila*iiotila  Wa«Ma), 

3  It.  «»3 
Sapplj-^Pahlia  Edaaatioo,  If«U»d,  1338 

EWABT,  Mr.  W.,  5W/Mf.  y. 

Army  ;DiaeipUaa)  ^  Utardera  la  BeKbat  Bar* 
taoka,  3u5 

liplodTB  Stbsluett  Act  (U8S)  AoMid* 

BlBBt  BUI 
{S»r  Btr^ri  M^Stcttt^  L^r4  Alfn—m  Ftrtf,  Mr, 

L*^^  Sir  JMrrf  /Wf/r) 
r.  Orderad :  raod  I*  • /«•  33  [BiU  M] 


Mrs  tad  KtrkcU  Tolb^  Irdaad) 

(Jfr.  S^xt^,  Mr,  Msfdm,  Mr.  Umrru,  Mr. 

F.  J.  iXBr^m^  Jfir.   Chmm^  Mr.    Jmtim 
M*C^rfky) 

#.0f4erad;  raadl"*^aii33  [BUI  til 

FAmqCRAmMir,  I>r.  R,,  Ah§rdmm»kw0^  W. 
CroHora  (B<otk»d) .  Na.  3  ,  MattM  ftr  Uftfo, 
I3M 

Fkllowu,  CWpUia  W.  II.,  Bfrntimfim 
aAi>#,  Rsm$0jf 
Afmj  —  Ttating  of  Sida  Ahm  —  IMmcivo 

Bayooeta,  414 
MetropoUa  —  Naaday  Maetiofa  ia  tha  ParU, 
1544 

FxjiwicK,     Mr.     C,     Nmikmmh^rlmd^ 

Caal  Miaea  Regabliaa  A«l  (1873    AaaM- 

Meal,  3K.  1««5 
TaoM*  of  To««  UoMa (IftlMd),  3R.  1  la 

FKBorMoy,  Bigbt  Hoo.  Sir  J.,  JTm- 

At^^Biilwl  BamaU.  Dahlia.  811 

Kdaaatiaa  Aala  CaMaiiaiaa.  \m% 

ladiaa  CittI  AdMiaiacrattaa  -  Gantmaiaat  af 

ladta  Aat.  l«5ii.  7v9 
MatfopoUa.  Uiatarhaaeoatatho— Baaatiaf  tha 

Caaiaittaa  af  laff«at«|ai«»a  —  BlairaMal, 

8;e 

8U  ta^ 


JTEB 
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FOW 


FiReuMOir,  Right  IIoo.  ^ir  J.— «ioii/. 

Metropolis— M«troporiUn  Police  Force  —  Or- 
ganiiation.  Res.  1443. 1444  | 

ParliAment  —  Qneen'a  Speech,  Address  io  An- 
swer to,  688 

Field,  Captain  E.,  Susiexj  JSasihourne 
Parliamentary  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  987 
Snppljr^Dover  Harboor,  744 
Trade  and  Commerce — Imports  of  Bntter  and 

Butterine,  103 1 

Fikoh-Hattov,  Hon*  M.  E.  O.,  Zincoh- 
ihire,  Spalding 
Parliament — Business  o(  the  House,  430 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  230,  472 

FnvLATSoir,  Mr.  J.,  Renfrew^  B. 

Glasgow  Bridges,  Ac.  2R.  1350 

Fishery  Acts  (Scotland)  BiU 

(Mr.  Jacki,  Mr.  Dodds,  Mr.  Beith) 
c.  Ordered ;  rMid  V  Jan  22  [Bill  73] 

Fishery  Piers  aad  Harbonrs  (Irelaiid) 

Bill  (Mr.  Oarma,  Coioml  Nolan,  Mr. 

WUliam  C&rbet,  Mr.  0*K$a^,:Mr.  Barry) 
#.  Ordered  ;  read  l""  •  /on  22        '     [BiU  22] 

FrrzOxsALD,  Lord 

Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  Res.  221 
Metropolis,  Disturhances  in  the,  562 

FrrzoERALD,  Mr.  B.  IT.  P.,  Cumhridg^ 

Supply — Public  Kducation  in  Ireland,  1236 

Flthv,  Mr.  J.  0.,  Cork,  N. 
Supply —  Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  811, 
814 

Foley,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Galway,  CimnmMra 

Ireland— Piers  and  Harbours — Harbour  Worlu 
at  Costello  and  Kilkerrin,  Co.  Gal  way, 
1038 
Seed  Rate,  1216 

FoLKSBTomB,  Sight  Hon.  Yiaoount,  Mid- 
dl&$4x,  EnJUld 
Parliament — Public    Businees — ^Army,  Navy, 

and  Civil  Service  Estimates.  1766,  1767 
Woolwich  Arsenal— Disoharge  of   Workmen, 
1911 

FoBBiQV  Affaibs — Secretary  of  State 
{i$4  Sausbubt,  Marquess  of) 

FoBSiOK  Affaibs — Secretary  of  State 
(«##  BosxBEBT,  Earl  of) 

FoBBiOM  Affairs — ^Under  Secretary  of 
State  {9€0  BoxTBKE,  Right  Hon.  B.) 


FoRBiGV  Affairs— Under  Secretary  of 
State  («M  Brtcb,  Mr.  J.) 

Foreign    Cutt4ms    Bigulaiunu  —  RfpwrU 

from  Repr$9imUtiioo9  Ahroad 
Question,  Mr.  llanbury ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  SUte  for  Foreign  Aflkirs  (Mr. 
Bryce)  FA  26, 1386 

Foreign  Labour^  Immigration  of 
Questions,  Mr.  Erelyn,  Mr.  Dawson  ;  Answers, 
Tbe  Secretary   to  the  Local    Goremmont 
Board  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUiogs)  Mar  4, 1018 

Foroit  of  Loan —  Unfeneod  Quarrioi 

Question,  Mr.  Thomas  Blake :  Answer,  Tbo 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  II. 
Fowler)  Mar  4, 1828 

F0R8TBR,  Sir  0.,  Wahall 
Lambeth  Water,  20.  Amendt.  1305 

FoBTBSoux,  Earl 

Allotments,  Motion  for  a  Return,  848 
Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  Res.  201 
Metropolis,  Disturbances  in  tbe,  368,  371 

FoBwooDy  Mr.  A.  B.,  Zancoihiro,  Ormi' 

kirk 
Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 

2R.  1104 
Law  and  Justice  ^  Appointment  to  the  Re* 

cordership  of  Liverpool,  805 
Post  OfBce^Delivery  of  Telegrams,  886 
Spaln^Diflferential  Duties,  1035 

FowLBR,  Sir  B«  N.,  Zandan 

Africa  (South)— Aflkirs  of,  721 

Sale  of  Spirits  in  Beohuanaland,  1023 

Compensation  for  Damafse,  3R  2004 

France  and  Madagascar— The  Treaty,  1203 

Metropolis,  Disturbances  in  —  Action  of  tbo 
Home  Department  —  Eiplaaatioo,  503,  604, 
605 

Metropolitan  Police—  Sir  Edmund  Ilonderson, 
1377 

Parliament  —  Business  of  the  House  —  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  717 

Parliaments— Committee  of  Selection,  Nomina* 
tion  of  Committee,  414 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Select 
Committee,  036 

Supply— Orange  River  Territory,  4c.  1611 

FowiiXBy  Mr.  H.  H.  (Secretary  to  the 

Treasury),  JFohorhampUn,  B. 
Forest  of  Dean— Unfenoed  Qnarriee,  1800 
Glebe  Loans  (IreUnd)  AcU  Continuance,  2R. 

1652 
Hyde  Park  Comer  (New  StreeU),  2R.  1640 
Imperial  Revenue  (Ireland  and  Great  Britala), 

Res.  1060,  1062,  1063,  1073 
Inland  RcTcnue— Questions 

Collection  of  Taxes,  1886 

Income  Tax,  1214 

Lower  Dirision  Clerks,  1531 

Stamped  Kowspaper  Wrappers,  1215 
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FOW 
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P«vfM,  Mr.  tl.  H. 

8««f«Ury  $m  8«oUm4.  7W 

t237,  IMO 
TWfttrM.  4b«.  (MtCrnfolb).  tR.  MmIm  fir 

A4jo«niaMl«  «3fl 
ClalM'  CmaI  aM  TjroM  KavifftUM,  M«liM 


FovLtt,  Mr.  n.  11 

Ir«lMi4 — QsMtioM 

Coart  of    RftBUni^y— >T1m  kle  Ofldal 

Atrigw*  (Mr.  C.  II.  Hm^\  1107 
DlMr«M  in  Aehill  Itlana,  10^ 
lri«li   Kiftli«ri««,   IiitpteCon  of «-  S««  aft4  , 

CoMi  FUktrj  Pand.  1M7  I 

Imw  and  JatliM  ^  Coart  of  Baakrt^tjr* ' 

Mr.  9.  U.  Drertaf,  OttoUl   AMifMt, 

PbcHilz  Park  (DaWiaVlt07,  U0«  :-B«r-  '  ^^*»  *''"  i*  F.,  JTiaf'*  ^ft  ^^Mi^r* 

racka  for  MarrM  Cooaukalarr-Pablio        Ttowoof  Tow*  Ilooaaa(lraU»d).  IR.  1144 

Park*.  17A« 
Taoaou  of  Glaka  Uada,  U77  '  /Vmmw  mU  CAiM— TV  JtM»«l  TrMly 

Traaivaja  aad  Pabltc  Coair«8iaa  ~~  Tba  '      Qaaaliaa,  Mr.  Mafoiaa  ;  Aaawr,  Iko  Uadar 

Waal  Clara  Railway  Cooipaay.  1S73         J         S««r»tarT  of  Siala  i9f  Porolgo  Aflur*  (Mr. 
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lUary  II.  Poalor) ;  ikart  drbalo  T 
/V4t«,  t47S 
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Ihbland— «Oft<. 

llUijal  Vie  of  Firearms  —  Cote  0/  Joeeph 
Delaney,  Borrii,  Co,  Carlow^  Qucilions, 
Mr.  Chance,  Mr.  Macartney ;  Answeri, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mar  4,  1883 

Induitriee  and  Salmon  FitherUi—  The  Select 
CommiUeee^Re-appoifUment,  Quettion,  Mr. 
Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exoheqaer  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  •  Beach) 
Jan  25,  318 

Importaiion  of  Iruh  Cattle  —  The  Monthly 
Hetume,  Question,  Mr.  Dackbam  ;  Answer, 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Mundella)^ar2,  1761 

Improvement  of  Landed  Property --Legislation, 
Question,  Mr.  Marum  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Jem  23, 
308 

Irish  Estates  of  the  Lowl  n  Companies,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy  ;  Answers,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (.Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone}  Feb  25. 1225 

Irish  Land  Purchase  Seltiement  Company, 
Question,  Major  Saunderson;  Answer,  Tho 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mar  2,  1757 

Labourers  {Ireland)  Aet^Tipperary  Board  of 
Guardians,  Question,  Major  Saunderson  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  1,  1527 

Land  Commission  Court  —  Appeals,  Question, 
Mr.  Marum  :  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Ftb  25, 1109  ; 
—in  Westmeath,  Question,  Mr.  Tuite  ;  An- 
swer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  1.  1536 

Land  Purchase  (Ireland)  Act,  Question,  Mr. 
MulhoUaod ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  2,  1761 

Local  Government  Board — Roserea  and  Abbey 
leiM  Unions^Amalgamation,  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  fMr.  John  Morley) 
Feb\B,5S9 

Orange  Emergency  Committee  {Co,  Cavan), 
Question,  Mr.  Johnston ;  Answer,  Tho  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
Mar  2,  1763 

Parliamentary  Elections  —  Jlliterate  Voters, 
Question,  Captain  M'Calmoot;  Answer, 
The  Chief  SecreUry  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  jyar  2,  1766 

Representation  of  the  People  (Ireland)  Act, 
1884  —  Defective  Returns,  Question,  Mr. 
Clancy ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  25,  1201 

Photnix  Park  (Dublin) — Barracks  for  Married 
Constabulaiy^  The  Public  Parks,  Questions, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Ueaty  ;  Answers.  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler),  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  Mar  2,  1756;  Questions,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Ilealy,  Captain  M'Calmont ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry 
U.  Fowler)  ifar  4,  1907 

Public  Meetings— Speech  of  Mr.  G.  H,  Smith 
at  Xewry,  Question,  Mr.  Alexander  Blase  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  26,  1369 


IaIULVD— OMI/. 

RaMes  for  Lands  of  Protestant  Landlords^ 
Questions.  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Albert  Grey ; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  1, 1518 

Railways — Accident  at  Athy  Railway  Station, 
Question,  Mr.  Carew ;  Answer,  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mondella) 
Mar  4, 1888 

Savings  in  Ireland — Reports,  Question,  Mr. 
Mitchell  Ilenry  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Score* 
tary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  I , 
1531 

Seed  Supply  (Ireland)  Act — Fourth  InstalmetU 
of  Rate-^  Postponemant  of  Payment,  Qoee* 
tion.  Colonel  Nolan;  Answer,  Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke  Jan  25,  318 ;  Question,  Colonel 
Nolan;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Jobo  Morley)  Feb  22, 
903 :  Question,  Mr.  Foley ;  Answer,  Th« 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Feb  25,  1210;  Questions,  Colonel 
Nolan ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  ifor  1,1534; 
3Iar  4, 1804 

Tiximways  and  Public  Companies  (Inland) 
Act"  The  West  Clare  Railway  Company, 
Question,  Mr.  Cox  ;  Answer,  The  Secretsrj 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Heni7  H.  Fowler) 
Feb  25, 1223 

Distress  (Ireland) 

Achill  Island,  Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy : 
Answer.  Tho  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr, 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  23,  1028 

The  Western  Islands,  Question,  Mr.  Deasy; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  Feb  23,  1026  ;  Question,  Mr. 
Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Irehind  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  1,  1519 

Wieklow,  Question,  Mr.  n.  J.  Corbet;  An- 
swer, Tho  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  Feb  23,  1025 

Xational  Education  (Ireland) 
Commissioners  of  ^Appointment  of  Head  In* 
specters.    Question,    Mr.  Lewis;    Answer, 
Ibe  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mar  4, 1909 

Fisheries  (Ireland) 

Beouest  of  the  laU  Mr.  M*Comas,  Dalkey,  Co, 
Dublin,  Questions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy ;  An- 
swers, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  JTor  4,  1894 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  (Ireland) 

Grievances  of  the  FoyU  Fiskermem,  Question, 
Mr.  Jamee  O'Doherty;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
Ftf6  25,  1193 

Inspectors  of  Fisheries^Sea  and  Coast  Fisk^ 
tries  Fund,  Question,  Mr.  Blake :  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasnry  (Mr.  Henry 
H.  Fowler)  Mar  4, 1887 

Report  of  the  Commission  on  Tramlimg,  Ques- 
tion, Colonel  Nolan ;  Answer,  Tbe  Cbisf 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
Feb  22, 902 

Trawling  in  Gedmay  Bay,  Question,  Colonel 
Nolan;  Answer^  Sir  WiUinm  Hart  Diykn 
Jan  25,  307 


IBE 


I&E         I  8  B88I0N    1886  | 


lUE 


IBE 


30J. 


Mr.  ArtHor  OTonner  :  Aatw«r.  Tb#  n«i«f 
%r9t9Ury  for  lr»lAii4  (Mr.  John  MorUy) 
/V6  IH,  AA9  ;  QaMliMi.  Mr.  I  aler  :  Aotwer. 
Tb«  CUM  ftMTtUrr  for  IrvUad  ( Mr.  John 
MorWy)  JTur  I.  1;*M 

^WMfie  Aiybm^s  {irtUmd) 

tfo».  Mr.  W.  J.  (^orbel;  Aniw^.  Tb«  (  hief 
S^rvUry    for   IrvUaJ    Mr.  Jobs  Morloy) 

ktmmy  Atytmm,  Qot«tioo.  Mr.  Arthur  O'Ooo* 
nor:  Aik«««r,  Th4»  Chief  ^9trf>i»rf  for  lr»» 
Uftd  iMr.  John  MorWy)  Fth  )5.  19t5 
Lmmaeff  —  71U  Qii«rii*«  Lfttrr,  ^uMlloa,  Mr. 
Pulootaa  :  An««or.  Tho  Chi#l  Srcn^Ury  for 
IrvUMl  (Mr.  John  Morl<»7)  M^  t.  1763 

/Vrr«  «U  H^rhmri  ( trtUmd) 

Arktcm  limfUmr  Wvrkg,  Q«<^lion«  Mr.  W.  J. 
Torhoi ;  AMwor.  Tho  <'hi«r  8r«rrl«ry  for 
IrvUnd  I  Mr.  John  Morl#t    f <4  «ia.  Ht| 

Ihrh^mr  n'ork$  dl  (\ttftL  .iiirf  K^lktrrtn,  C*. 
(/•i/ir<fv»  i^a^Cioo,  Mr.  Kul#f  :  AB«wor»Th# 
l*hiof  ^rorrUry  for  IrrUn-i  Mr.  Joha  Mor« 
U^^  JTfr  I.  15JH;^.ir  /V^n^  m/.<^ii««Iioo.  Mr. 
B.  Kvlif;  Aatvtr.  Ibo  i'u»cl  SrorvUry  for 
JroUna  (Mr.  Joho  Mortoy)  >Vi  26,  197a 

Bwm*i  f*tm,    C*.     l^mr.*tl,     qnr«lio«,    Mr      B 
Kvllj  :  Ant«rr»  Ihr  SccrvUrf  to  iHo  Trra* 
%mn  v'Mr.  lUnrf  II.  Fowler)  /'<49«.  1371 

/7wii«i>rr««k'.r4  /*i/r.  CV  A  «</t/,  ^oeotloo. 
Mr.  b.  Krlly  ;  Aotvtfr,  Tho  S«rrvUry  to 
lh«Trr«tor7  Mr.  Iloftry  11.  FooUr  /V4  3«« 
M7I 

Mr.  I*.  M'lloDftia  ;  AotOM',  Iho  i'bioC  v«. 
crrttrr     for    lrvUn4      Mr.    Jobs    Morfoj 

Ftt  U,  l«'27 

W0'k$     «||     KiiUnimf    ^^4     PJmAmHri,     r# 

.Vrr«.  Q(i««tioo.  Mr.  Ciutj;  Aot«rr,  Tbo 
Chief  ^r<frt%rj  for  If«UM  'Mr.  Joba 
Morlo^i  /VA  9%.  1701 
rie  /»t#A  ^H<4rr\  fwi^l.  Qaettion.  Mr  BUko  : 
Antwer.  Ibe  SecrrtAry  to  the  TrMMirjr 
(Mr.  Ilrory  II.  roller)  Mtr  I.  \*^ 

Q-tifttioff.  Mr.  Ar*l.  if  t>'rof.r.or  .  Answer, 
'1  h*  1  bjiiborritr  ol  tH#  Kicb«^o«r  .H.r  M<cbMt 
U.rk»  H«»<h    Jf«i4.  «i'« 

^ilrmtftfA  L'ji  «•«  —  Ht^0-  %l  e/4  t^mp^et  ^y  tif 
H«:*4f%nf  (*^'^r,  i|«M^too,  Mr.  Ai«ta*<i«r 
bUoo;  AM«rr,  Tiko  ( biof  S«orrH«r7  for 
IrvUiHl    Mr.  JoHa  M<-ein    >^  ^  I7>) 

if  rr««  hUmi*.  H  .«  /  •/  lH$Ut$a  •■  f '  ^.  g  i*^- 
iMio,  Mr  C.Ai»cf .  Aft«««r,  fho  (  UAMe  :vr 
•f  Iho  Kftrbe^^m*  {8ir  Mw^oitl  Utcho- 
lleo«b)^jit  1«.  «n 

ht  't%,n  0t  *»maH»*mB  —  Jfr.  «/«#roA  />  Ortrr, 
CIrrk  U  tk€  Cai^i«  T'M'  /^ir  //.^ril.  Qoeo* 
ltofi«,  Mr  Maoriro  llr*l/ .  Ao««ert,  Ibo 
Chief  9i<«ffrury  for  Jrv'jo^  (Mr.  Jote 
Morki)  ifor  I,  1JI3  .  Hir  4,  1«M 


I 


(hiihar  iUtiff,  QoeftUoo,  Mr.  l>ir|or  iir%f  : 
Aotvor,  Tho  (*biof  NeoroUry  for  IrrUod 
(Mr.  John  Morlej)  /V^  35.  131 J 

P0iiOfk^iirtUmii 

App^mtmumi  f^f  Smn^'rw'  VUrki,  9o#ttioo, 
Mr.  T.  M  Heol  ;  Antwor.  Fho  VeroC*rr  to 
Iho  Trr«Mrr  (Mr.  floury  II.  Kovlor)  Ftk  36, 
1366 

Fjtftii^m  *.{  m  Tt^t^rmfk  /We  »«  PrtfMt  /W- 
^erfjf  af  ^MAUiti/VM.  i^oeotMM.  Mr.  Iloory 
C%A^tl :  Aotvor.  Tbo  5ecrotorf  to  Iho 
Troomry  Mr.  lloarjr  11.  ro»Ur./'a36, 
1376 

(Ufmuf  MtiU,  Qttrotioo,  CoIomI  NoIm  s  Ao« 
••or.  Iho  HoerrUry  to  tho  Traooory  (Mr. 
Ilottrf  II.  Kowfor)  Mf^r  1,  1533 

/\trrir/  PtM-^Hmr^l  Lfitft  (\trri^T$,  ^oootioo, 
Mr.  O'lUnloo;  Ansvor.  Tho  Hevrotory  lo 
the  TrooMry  (Mr.  Ilosrj  II.  Fovfor)  Jlor  I, 
IMtt 

iVefoi j«ler  0/  Aifo.  ^oootioo,  Mr.  Iloory 
CMUfholl ;  Aaowor.  tbo  Soerotorj  to  tho 
TriMory  (Mr.  Uoorf  II.  Fowfor  /Vl  36. 
1373;  qaootioo.  Mr.  Htarx  CMipholl  ;  Ao- 
•vor,  Tho  Soeietarr  lo  Ibo  TroMorytMr. 
Aroolii  Morief  I  l^tr  3. 17^1 

P^imstttrof  R^kwkr%.iA€,  i\\  Kerrf,  tit  fole, 
goeotioo.  Mr.  lleoVf  Con^ll  :  Amvot, 
Tbo  SecreUry  to  tho  TrtMory  (Mr.  Uoory 
11.  FooUr)  JVorl.  M;»7 

iWfoMjtfrr  •<  h  «rflM»«^.  Cm.  Tpr^mt.  Qaoo* 
ttoo.  Mr.  O.iiuo  :  Aibtw»r,  Tbo  ^oiwotory 
to  Iho  TreftMiry  (Mr.  Hoorf  II.  Fovter) 
Jfor  I.  I<«>^7 

P^t  (>«re  «ff  Ctmiitttmmy,  4|iK0tioo,  Mr. 
O  Kriiy  :  Amvoc.  Tbo  IWorttAry  to  tbo 
Tr^^Mry  (Mr.  tloary  il.  Fo«lor  Mtr  1. 
1516 

P»H  aAe4  0/  Tfl**,  Qoeotloo.  Mr.  E4«ar4 
llomogtoo  ;  Aotvor,  Tbo  Soorttarj  to  tio 
TrooMry  Mr.  llmwj  II.  Fo«lor)  fVi  33, 
1016 

L^W  004I  Ju»t\ft    irtUmJ) 

Cw«r  JTi'^in  arieo.  fW*  WimUr  A»0i9ts. 
goeMH*,  Mr.  P.  J.  U'Brtoo:  Aoovor,  Tbo 
Chief  ^werriMTj  for  lr«U»4  (Mr.  Joka 
Morlei    /V^  ;i|.  1360 

Com  .^  JI6»  .4/;  Sl^rey.  QMolioo.  Mr.  W.  J. 
CorWt.  Aatvor.  Tho  Chiof  VtrttOfy  for 
IroUo^    Vtr  Johe  Morley *  fV6  3?.  66« 

/V.if|  ./  iUmkrmt'y^Mr.  L.  B.  /Ven'of, 
fM-ti/  J#/«  n^,  Qoeoiioo,  Mr.  Fmot 
!ki't>on«l<l;  \oower,  Tho  SoertUry  to  tho 
TreoMiry  (Mr  Hoary  II.  Fo«lor)  Ffk  36, 
1371 
ne  isti  Ofk't  1/  ^M«>or#.  JTr.  C  B,  Um€$. 
Morotiont.  Mr  Frier  M'UoMid  .  Aatvoto. 
Tbo  Seof^ory  to  tho  Trtaoarj  (Mr.  ilwmgf 
11.  Fwwiet    Ft'  3.MltT 

/*iri*r  ^  tK4  t^'9  m^i'^M  •f  B^^ffi  C^^prr 
am-iJ  «;. /I^eil.'ey.  MooMMM.  Mr.  Alotaa- 
Jer  Bloiio  ;  Aaoooe.  Tho  Chief  Biorotory 
(or  lr«Ua6  f  Mr.  John  Morloy)  /Vl  36,  1370 

7%#  M^siruyf   it  tUmd 

KtlUmmf  Co.  Qoootioo,  Mr.  Chooco :  Aa- 
toer.  rhe  Chi«f  Somtarf  for  lrtlaa4  (Mr. 
Jobs  Morloy:  Jtfir  i,  1663 
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Ibilano—  The  MagiHracy^eoikX, 

Mr.  J^hn  0,  Payne,  J, P.^  Cork,  Question,  Mr. 
Gilhooljr :  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  tor 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  2,  1752 

Royal  Iriih  Comtabulary 

Qaestion,  Lord  Charles  Beresford  ;  Answer, 
The  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  Jan  25, 
320 

Alleged  Ditorder  —  Conduct  of  Police  at 
BenncUbridge,  Co,  Kilkenny,  Question,  Mr. 
Mftrum  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Seeretarjr  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  25,  MOl 

Clothing  Contraeti,  Questions,  Mr.  Murphy, 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answers,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  CampbelUBan* 
oerman)  Feb  20,  1884 

Egtra  Police  at  Clonee  Fair,  Co.  M<maghan, 
Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answer,  The 
\  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Feb  23, 1033 

Force  at  Mullingar,  Question,  Mr.  Tnite; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  23,  1020 

Police  Barrack  at  iieenadaddy,  Co.  Donegal, 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer, 
The  Chief  SecreUry  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mar  i,  1887 

The  National  League 

Legislation  for  the  Suppretsicn  of^^  The  Protee- 
tion  of  Life,  Property,  Order,  ^e».  Notice,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Jan  26,  416; 
Question,  Mr.  Radolifle  Cooke;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  he  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  Fed  22,  005 

Local  Cowrie^  Question,  Observations,  The 
Earl  of  Limeriok,  Lord  Ashbourne  ;  Replies, 
The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  (Earl 
Spenoer),  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Earl  GraoTillo)  Feb  25,  1181 

Murder  of  Mr,  Curtiu,  Questions,  Mr. 
Macartney,  Mr.  Parnell ;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mar  1,  1529 

Prxiont  {Ireland) 

Mountjoy  Convict  Priion,  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer,  Tho  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
Feb  18,  588 

Smcidee  in  Galway  Cfaol,  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
Feb  18,  589 

Slate  of  Ireland 

*i  Boycotting,"  jrc.  Question,  Observationsi 
Viscount  Cranbrook  ;  Reply,  The  Lord  t*re- 
sident  of  the  Council  (Earl  Spencer) ; 
Obserrations,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 
Feb  22,  8G8:  Questions,  Captain  M'Cal- 
moct,  BIr.  W.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Johnston;  An- 
swers, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  Mar  1, 1525 ;-  "  Boycotting  " 
at  Clonmelp  Question,  Colonel  Waring  ;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  .Morley)  Mar  4,  1880 

Charge  €Ufainst  Emergency  Men  at  Cornmfam, 
Co.  Caran,  Question,  Mr.  Biggar;  Answer, 
The  Chief  SecreUry  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morlet)  Feb  23,  1031 

|#Sftf« 


Irilakd— COftf. 

Crime  and  Outrage  {Ireland) 

Alleged  Cruelty  to  a  '*  BoycoUed  "  Ifomait, 
Notice  of  Question.  Mr.  Stanley  Leighton ; 
Observations,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Sir  William  Uart  Dyke)  Jan  22,  102  ; 
Questions,  Mr.  Stanley  Leighton,  Mr.  Uealy : 
Answers,  Sir  William  Ilart  Dyke  Jan  25, 
312 

Alleged  Outrages  near  Dundalk,  Qnestioo,  Mr, 
Joseph  Nolan ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  l, 
1519 

Alleged  Outragee  at  Riehfordttown,  Clona' 
kilty,  Co,  Cork,  Question,  Mr.  Hooper; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  22,  885 

Fietitioue  Outrages,  Moville,  Co,  Donegal, 
Question,  Mr.  James  O'Doberty ;  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Ftb  25,  1200 

Outrage  upon  Randal  M*Sweeny,  Qoeetion, 
CapUin  M*Calffiont ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
Mar  2,  1765 

Malicious  Burning  at  Xewcastie  West,  Co, 
Limerick  —  Competisatum,  Question,  Mr. 
William  Abraham  (Limerick,  W.);  Answer, 
The  Chief  SeoreUry  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Feb  23, 1021 

Riot  at  Armagh,  Question,  Mr.  Alexander 
Blane ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  23,  1021 

Riot  at  Clones,  Co,  Monaghixn,  Questions,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Seere* 
Ury  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Ftib  23. 
1033:  Hot  1,1529 

Evictions  {Ireland) 

Co.  Mayo,  Question,  Mr.  Deasy ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Feb  23,  1026 

Co.  Tyrone,  Question,  Mr.  Matthew  Kenny  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Iroland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  23,  1029 

Employment  of  the  MUitary  Forces  of  .the 
Crown,  Notice  of  Resolution,  .Mr.  Lewis 
Mar  1,  1512:-Ar/Mr}i /er  1884-5,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answera,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mar  4,  1910 

Evictions  and  Civil  Bill  Processes  ^  The  Re» 
turns.  Questions,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Brodrick  ; 
Answers,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  nolmcs)  Jan  26,  423 

Landlord  and  Tenant  {Ireland) 

Estate  of  Cdlonel  Olive,  Qoeetion,  Mr.  Nolan  ; 
Answer,  Tho  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  22, 676 
The  Kinoston  Estates,  Quest  ions,  Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  O'Kelly,  Mr.  Ulor;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Jobs  Morley] 
Mar  4,  1879 

Mr,  Michael  Lynch,  Bama,  Co,  Galway, 
Question,  Mr.*T.  M.  Healy;  Answer.  Tho 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Feb  25,  U96 


I£E 


IRE 


I8B88I0N    1 8S6  I 

JOS. 


IHE 


JAC 


l9Mtkn^Ltmili&rd  and  T#iMiil— «ocit 

Hr.  a.  JitP*m4hill,  A^ent  t0  |A#  Oi>rwt^mti*wn 

/Cflittt,  Co.  Jklf.rM.  qoMlloot,  Mr.  CUmx  ; 

AMw*r«,  TIm  ChM  ft#erti*i7  for  IrtUnd 

(Mr.  Jokn  MorUr  AVi  )A.  \iO\ 

i^m  Utl«  titW  /^MT  {h4iawi)  ilff.  1801] 

Movta  for  lUUrs,  1.  **  Of  iIm  oMiter  of  rrfit • 
Ura4  clretor*  m  m»k  covtttj,  •ily,  *Bd 
boroofb,  or  diviftloa  of  a  oovalf,  eily,  or 
boroofli,  io  lrrlai»4  rrtamiof  awaiWrf  to 
ParliAOMol ;  9.  Of  tU  ooaiWr  of  rt««lort 
who  volo4  io  OMh  of  Iho  a^to  ai  Ibo  Ul« 
goaoral  oloeitoa ;  3.  Of  iW  aaaibor  of  olro- 
tort,  volt  Of  in  taoli  of  iIm  aboto  al  iIm  UIo 
fenml  rlretioii,  who  4oolarod  llioaMoltet 
tlliioralo'*  .  n#  B^l  of  Liwmitk)  J^  S3. 
SOS ;  Molioa  afrtod  to 

^AJM  £A«ir,  Co,  Mon^fksn 
AaMa4l,  on  ComaiiitM  of  Su^j  /Vi  !•,  To 
Iravo  o«t  fron  **  That/'  a44  **  Ibo  bUtftoa- 
lion  of  ibo  rocorJ*  of  tbo  Monagbaa  Coanly 
Coort  bf  tb«  Vlttk  of  tbo  lVaco»  ob«»rT«4  oa 
b/  tbo  Coort  of  AppnI.  rail*  for  tbo  immo- 
duio  rrmof at  of  (ho  olBeials  iaiplt<alo4 " 
{Mr.  TimetMy  U^tf)  r..  717:  gooaion 
propoMd,  *- tbai  tbo  words  Ac.  :**aftor 
•boft  4obalo«  Anondt.  vttbdrawn 
<|ntoliOM.  Mr.  Ma«artooy,  Mr.  T.  U.  llcaly; 
A nt« tr»,  Ibo  Ch;rf  boerotarj  for  Irrlaa4 
(Mr.  Joba  Morioy)  Jfor  S,  1739 

Irdtni,  Gortmmtmt  •/  —  MimUUrM 
/Wiry 
Mot oO.  **  Tbal  Ibo  MiDitUiiJil  ^aa  lor  fororn- 
moat  of  IroUnd  br  iolro4o<w4  foribwitb,  aa4 
tabo  prr««*J«Dco  of  all  p«b:»o  botinro*  op  Io 
ropurt  '*  ;  7Ar  /^r  f  Ifjivn^. )  Jjm  U,  t%1  ; 
afur  obori  4obato.  Motioa  wiiMfmirn 

Ir  sUmJ —  In  Jtuirus 

Ord«fo4.  Tbai  a  >*Wti  CooMiitifo  bo  ap» 
fwiaioil  to  lo^ttiri*  into  lb«  Naloral  Ro- 
iOQfOot  tad  Ibo  I'rrtroi  Coo4iiioa  of  Maaoo 
fictonaf  aod  Prodstliro  ladnoinoo  in 
IrrUaU ;  aa4  to  contiUvr  aa4  rrport  by 
wbai  aioaat  tbooo  Natoral  lUooorcoo  mmj 
bo  Moro  hiWf  4rTv|oft4,  aa4  bov  tbooo 
ln«Jo*tri«4  may  bo  oaoo«ffafr4  aa4  •aiva^od 
{Mr.  64*t^) 

Mofod.  **  Tbal,  la  tbo  ofiaioo  of  tbio  Hooot, 
Ibo  IMM  baa  no«  como  vboa  tbo  pool  ol 
l>or4  LAoatcnaat  of  lrrUa4  m«y  boabolttbod 
«tlb  advanlafo  **  { 7>r  f:«rf  •(  Kuwmrty\ 
J^m   SA,  S74;  aftor  4obato,   lAoUoa   viih* 


IrMmd^MMmUmmi4  •f  S^et^  Orisr 
KoiMo  of    iU«r»l«t^o,    Mr.    llolaMO  M^  S. 

IA71 
AmfM,  oo  CowBtiioo  of  Uffij  Mmr  4,  Io 

loaro  Ml  CmB  **  Tbal^**  a44  *"  Um  tl«Ma  it 


ur.vilhof  Io  ralorlaia  f»tiaMl«o  for  tbo 
Ctf  il  RtlabhftbnirftU  in  trvlaad  brfoc*  brinf 
p'aro4  la  poaarotton  of  tbo  poliry  wbirb  Her 
jfa}«oly*t  <*ofornmont  int««4  Io  poraoo  lor 
tbo  rratoraUoo  aa4  aMioloaaaro  of  toeial 
ordrr  lo  ll»at  coontry  **  {Mr.  If.tmus^  r., 
1017  :  Q**«>oti<>a  propotod.  **Tbat  lb4»  «or4i, 
Ao  ;**  adtr  loof  drbalo.  Movtd»  *«  Tbtl  tbo 
I>obato  bo  ao«  aUjoorooil  *'  f  Mtfor  S^mm' 
iUr$ifm  ,  QoMlion  pol  .  A.  S0|,  N.  364; 
M.  100  O.  L.  lb  .  Qoroltoa  agiia  pro* 
p<Mr<l»  **  Tbal  tbo  word*.  Ac.  ;  "  after  thorl 
4rbato,  Qoootioa  pot,  aa4  tfrtod  to 


Ir$Uud  mU   Orrst     BriUim  —  ImptrUt 

Mofo4,  «•  Tbat  Iboro  bo  Ul4  bofbro  Ibit  flooto, 
a  llotora  of  Ibo  Gro«a  Importaf  Rrvoaoo  of 
Irolaad  4»ntr4  from  latalloo,  aaii  of  tbo 
PopoUUoa  of  Irrlaa4  fer  tbo  yoaro  IMI, 
l««l,  H7I.  an4  \^^\,  and  t  libo  Rotora  hw 
fSrral  Bntaia  for  tbo  taio  yoaro,  botag  lo 
bolb  oatro  a  oootinoalioo.  la  libo  ftna.  of 
Tarliaoiralary  I'apvr,  No.  107,  of  N  totita 
l**;i  "  iSir  Jotepk  M'KtmmA)  /Vi  SS.  lOJO  ; 
aftor  debate,  Am«bill  »afio.  in  hnot  3  aa4 
4,  by  IcatiDf  ool  **  Grral  Briiain/'  aa4  io« 
trrtinf  **  1:o(Ub«1  and  Hc<>iUa4  **  r. : 
Qooolioa,  at  ftn4o-l>  pol,  aa4  afrto4  lo 


lAAAct,  Mr.  L.  n.,  AWfof fM,  W^htwtk 

Poor   Uw-.Ool*4iior  Rohof  4wtaf  Sftitliaf 
Ihtltoat,  301,  50i 


<|aMlioa,  Sir  llottry  Rooooo  ;  AMvor,  TW 
l*a4or  ftoorHary  o'  staio  lor  ForNfa  Aflhirt 
(Mr.  Bryoo)/VA  14.6M 

jArKi,  Mr.  W.,  £rifl,  fe. 

MorobaM  Aomoo— Tbo  Smaek  •*  CotaaUM,*  * 

707 
Navy   (Xapplf  taUry  ruiaaloo.  IMA^A)  ^ 

?Cary  Somoot,  IS^^S 
Sopply-^Coortt  of  lav  aa4  JatlMo  la  ftool* 

Ua4,  Ao.  770  ;  AaMa4l.  791 


Jackoost,  Mr.  W.  L.  ;  Secretary  lo  the 
TrMaurr).  LMd$^  A. 

lfoUa4-i;UW  UaAo-l'i 
IaaU  Act  of  I'm;0.  3«t 

Impwomool  af  \mU 
8ao4laa4— ForoaWfoo  aa4  fiabtoft.  417 

Ialaa4  Kovosao  ~  UUoil  Suite.  417 


Sapply«<*o«rit  of  La*  aal  Jm^tum 
laaA.  4o.  77t,  7«3 
Uoror  llarWor.  717.  710 
laUa4  Ro«oaoo.  1S71 


jAtoftT,  Mr.  J.  A.,  ihr^ikirt.  Mid 
K4iM«tioa  Uoparlflirat     Tetba.cal  Clac»lioa, 
1733 


JAM 


JUS 


(INDEX) 
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KAY 
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James,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  H.,  Bury,  Lan- 
cashire 
ParlinmeDtAry      FranohlM     (Extension     to 
Women),  Motion  for  Ad[jonrnment,  607,  701 

James,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Gatethead 

Charity    Commiuionen  —  Chritt't    Hoapiul 

Sobemet,  187fi 
New  Forest— Mntilation  of  Hollj  Trees,  1211 

James,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Merihyr  ISfdoil 

Copjhold  Enfnnohisement,  2R.  1159 

Jennings,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Stockport 

Eduoation — Non-Attendanoe  at  Schools,  708, 
900 

Johns,  Mr.  J.  W.,   Warwick,  NuMaUm 
Army    (Small     Arms)  —  Steel    for     Sword 

Bayonets,  890 
Parliament — Qneen's  Speech,  Addreu  in  An* 

swer  to,  144 
Political  Meetings,  Speeches  at~-Mr.  Thomas 

Hughes,  1018 

S  apply — Coarts  of  Law  and  JasUee  in  Scot- 
land, Ac.  782,  783,  792 
Dover  Harboar,  763 
Post  OflBce,  1284 

Johnson-Febouson,  Mr.  J.  E.,  L$ie$9ter, 
ZouffhbaroMyh 
Pablio  Health  Act.  1876  —  Remoral  of  Dead 
Bodies,  1034 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast,  8, 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Ret.  1721 

Ireland— Questions 

Alleged  Boycotting,  1527 

Correspondence  on  the  Irish  (^estion,  1915 

Lighthouses  —  Attendance  of  Keepers  at 

Divine  Service  on  Sundays,  and  Kdnea- 

tton  of  Children,  1885 
Lord  Randolph  Churchill  at  Belfast— Extra 

Police,  1535 
Orange  Emergency  Committee  (Co.  Caran), 

1763 

Ireland— Maintenaoco  of  Social  Order,  Res. 

1957 
Madagascar — Treaty  with  France,  312 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An* 

swer  to,  136,  203 
Supply — Colonial  Local  Revenue,  Ac.  1247 
Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation,  Motion 

for  Leave,  1654 

Jones-Pa&bt,  Mr.  T.  D.  L.,  Camamm, 

ire. 

Wales— Inspector  of  Slate  and  Sett  Qnarriet, 
1191 

Jiutices*  Jnrisdiction  Bill  [h.l.] 

(7%0  Lord  BramwU) 
L  Presented  ;  read  !•  •  Feb  25  (No.  18) 


"Kat-Shuttleworth,  Sir  U.  J.  (Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India),  Zan- 
coihire,  Clitheroe 
Committee  on  Indian  Administration  —  Quet* 
tions 
Covenanted  and  CncOTenanted  Civil  Ser- 
vice, 1032 
Government  of  Indi*  Act,  1858,  709 
Guaranteed  CapiUl  of  Railways,  1027 
Pay  of  NaUve  Oflleials.  1031 
East  India,  Burmah— (^estions 
Annexed  Territory,  898,  899, 1919 
Licensed  Opium  Shops,  904 
Military  Executions— British  Authorities— 
The  Provost  Marshal,  897, 1038 
East  India,    Burmah  (Expenses  of  Military 

Operations),  607 ;  Res.  939 
India — (^estions 

Army — Indian  Military  Leave,  1389 
Bengal — Legal  Appointments,  712 
Finance,  Ac. — Depreciation  of  Silver,  1032; 

— Depreciation  of  the  Rupee,  1383 
Religious    Provisions  —  Protestant  Chap- 

Inins  and  Catholic  Priests,  882 
Telegraph    Department  —  Promotion  — 
Grievances  of  OAoen,  896 

Kelly,  Mr.  B.,  Donegal,  S. 

Iraland — Questions 

Commissionera  of  Irish  Lights — Pensions 

of  Servants,  1371 
Fishery   Piera  and   Harbonrs^Bundoran, 

Co.  Donegal,  1371 ; — Bunnatroohan  Pier, 

Co.  Donegal.  1374 
Pien   and  Harboura — Uarbour  Works  at 

Donegal,  1370 

Kennawat,  Sir  J.  H.,  Bepon,  Eaniian 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An* 
swer  to,  130 


Ebnnt,  Mr.  M.  J.,  T^one, 

Compensation  for  Damages,  2R.  2013 
Ireland  (Evietions)~-Co.  Tyrone,  1029 
Tenants  of  Glebe  Lands  (Ireland),  1485 

Kbnbicx,  Mr.  W.,  Birminykam,  iV. 
Parliamentary  Papers  for  Public   Librarlee, 
1881 

KiLMo&EY,  Earl  of 

Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  Ree.  276,  297 

KncBEB,  Mr.  H.,  Wanitworik 

AfHca  (South)-- Transvaal.  1900 

Parltament^-Qneen'e  Speech.  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  Motion  for  Adjournment,  398 

Trade  and  Commerce — Subeidiee  1^  Foreign 
Nations,  1904 

KlKBEBLBT,  Earl  of 

Bnnnah — Military  Exeentiona— The  Provoei- 
Marabal,  184,  276 

Government  of  Iralaad^Mlnlsterial  Polky, 
Res.  301 

Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  Res.  296 

Parliament— Qoeen's  Speeeb,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  78, 81 


KDC         LAU       (8B88I0N    1886)        LAlf       LAN 
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KiMsnuT,  Earl 

PariUmMt— Sir  Wiltum   R«m.  K.C.B  ,  feU  ' 
Clmk  oiOm  INiriuiamitf.  \B$ 

Klogdon  of  At%,  Rm.  849.  M9.  M4 
Mtlr^lt.  DtoC«rteMM  U  tU,  574 


Kiiro,  Mr.  H.  8.»  ITiii/^  r#iilr«/ 

L««  •n4  J«8iiM>--CMiptMatioo  U  $«« 

WtUMt««.  1381 

818 


a  ft«lr«t  C««iMiiu«,  to  MMlal  of  ?lla« 
MMiWrt,  Ftf«  to  ^  aoiwart^  ^  tk* 
IImw.  ftiU  foar  ^  lb«  CoMMitlM  oT 
8«ImUm  **  (  J#r.  rUrvW  iStfyvrt) ;  Qo»«aM 
propowd,  **  TKaI  IkoM  vordt  W  iWfv 
aM#4  :  **  •ll«r  •bolt  4«Wto,  QMtUos  pat, 
•ft4  1  m4  U ;  bims  Q«m|1m.  m  ai 
p«t  a«l  fiwd  to 


Twiff  m.4  Caatom.  Aal.  1878-roffcitom.  i  ^I^JST^So.^  Mtoiiaf.  I.  lU  Sooartt 

^**                                                                      '  aad  Paria,  1174.  1181 

.»,*»*...  PaWiaCHBoaa,  llioNo^.  IUa.1178 
Laboucbski,  Mr.  H.,  NTtkmmpUm 

Armr  — Prinoo  lloar^  of  BallMWrg.  1881,  , 

1845                                                    •  LAKCASTsm — ChattMllor   of  th8  Diiehj 

Co«pMatio«  for  DamafM.  tR^JOOt  ^  CllArUK,  Right  Hon.  H.) 


Uv  aa4  Jsatioo  f RofUiU  m4  WaWa>  »  Now 

Maf  latratM,  1881 
Moiropolia  —  Ro-orgultMio«  of  tho  Polko, 

tltl 
ParlUflMttl*Or8ar  of  Boilaoaa,  498 
Parlia«t«t~  QMea't  Spooek,  AMrati  ia  At* 

•WW  to.  995.  988 
ParliaflMtttary  Oatk— Mr.  Bra41aafli,  418 
PanakMi^,  1888 

Poat   Oflea— Sokmrioo  TaWfrapb   CoattMi 
(St.  Viaoaat  to  tko  Woai  CoaM  of  Alhta). 
Em.  Moiioa  for  A4Jo«niawot.  9014 
Sopplr— CoWaial  Local  Rovoaoa,  Ac.  1958 
(lOfor  lUrboor,  74^.  748 
EmW«air«  aa4  Uiiaioaa  Abroad.  1585 
Foraif*  OAco,  758 
Oraaf*  Rivtr  Territory.  Ac.  Anoa4l.  1814 


lAbovcrt  (Irttead)  AeU   AaMteoit 

BUI  K^r-   Mmfm,  Mr.  T. 

^.    iTCmmr,    Mr.    Wdliiom  (/Br%m,    Mr. 

S4rtM»,  Mr,  Simkf 

#.  (Mofvd  :  rM4  1*«  Jam  99  [BtU  18) 

Road  9*.  aRar  dabato  Mtr  8.  1418 

Lshnar  SUiniif 

MoTod.  **  Tbat,  ia  tbo  optnioa  of  IbU  UoMO, 
imnadiata  alapo  •bo«M  ba  taboo  to  ■■•on 
io  tbit  Coaotry  tb«  ftilt  aa4  aooorato  ool* 
laotioa  aad  pobltoatioo  of  Laboar  StaiiaCka  ** 
{Mr,  BntMamfk)  Mmr  9.  1788 

Aaoadt.  to  loaro  ool  fraa  ••  Tbat,**  toooH  **a 
Sokoi  Cooftatiiloo  bo  appo«atod  to  gaaridjr 
tbo  boat  Moaaa  of  oalWouaf  aad  pobltabiaf 
•l*ti»tiM  aa  to  l^boor  la  tbo  L*ait#d  Ktaf  • 
dofli  **  , Jfr.  K.  Sutmk^f^  r.  :  qococioo 
propoaad.  ••  Tbat  tb#  worda,  4t. :  **  altar 
dakala.  A««adt.  viibdravo  .  BMia  <d«a8Uoa 

Lalor,  Mr.  R..  Qii#a»'<  To.,  trig 
IraUM^Aatbontjr  of  tbo  Trova,  1997 

laUad  Nftfifmiioa  a*d  l)r»t»mfa—  Barrav 

tiraiaafa  Commwmoo.  loart 
Uadlor^    aad    Taaaai  ^  Tbo   Kiagiloa 
BaCaiM.  18*^ 

UmUa  Wmimr  Bill 

€.  Road  9*.  aftar  abort  dabalo  Mtr  1.  1888 

Matod.  **Th«t  tbo  Bill  b«  •a«»itto4"  {^ir 
Ci#r<i#  Ftrmrr) ;  Aaiwit.  a«  ••<  ad4  **  to 


Lasca8tbr— C1i8D08Uor  of  th8  DnekjT 
'a#r  HcrxAoi,  Right  Hoo.  E.) 

LMd  CRittVRlioa  BOl  'Mr,  Br^dUm^k. 

Mr.  ImUmrkrrr,  Mr.  Artk^  Mr.  MmH) 
#.  Ordarad :  rMd  1* •  Jam  99  [BUI  71] 

{Mr,  0*rm  CUrk,  Mr,  MMr/mrism*,  Mr,  Mm- 
d^matd.  Mr.  M^iimt^k,  Mr.  Jrtm  <V/tof  •, 
Mr,  Bttrt, 

0.  0f4m94  I  tmd  f  •  Jam  n  [BUI  48] 


Idtti  Uw  (IrtiBad  Aet  (iltt)  Ai 

Mnt   BlU  yMr,  Cmm*{f.  Mr. 

PmrmAl^  Mr.    Ttm»tkf  Brmif,  Mr.  Sn^fOa, 
Mr.  Wahmm  0*  Br^) 
4.0f4tr94irmdfJamn  IBiU  1] 

Umd    Urn  (Ir^Umd    Jti,    IMl^Insk 

Lm^i  TaaiaiMaaaA     S0i*CVfli»w««'o«» 

w$] — SiiiimfM  in  K0rty 

Qoaatica.  Mr.  Edward   llarnafftoa;  Aaawar. 

tbo  Cbiof  Sooraiary  fcr  lrala»d  (Mr.  Joba 

Moflor)  Jfor  4,  1888 

L^nd  £#ira— ZayialtffftM 
QuiiMea.   Vitooooi  Kbriaftoa :  Aoawar.  Tbo 
Pim    Lor4  of  tbo   Traoaarr  (Mr.   W.   C. 
GladatOM'  Ftk  98»  1884 

L«idkr«'8  Ucht  of  Dittrai  AboUtte 


{Mr.  CVa^r^n.  Mr. 
Mr.  JrtUr  MU»  4,  Jfr.  B» 
f.Oriarad:  raad  !•«/««  99 


') 


:DU148] 


Jfr.  MUrm, 


e. 


FnrekBBS  FBdlitlM  BOl 

Mr.  J^m^k  JWlaa,  Mr.  Mmid»* 
««rf  A,  Mr.  Jtmr  CWAiyt) 

r«y4a99  iBai4i: 


LAN 


LAW 
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Land  S^^istry  Bill  [h.l.] 

(The  Lord  Chanallor) 

L  Presented  ;  read  1**  Jaa  25  (No.  7) 

Read  2* ;  Committee  negatired;  read  3*  Jan  26, 

400 
e.  Read  !*•  (Jfr.  Henry  ff.  Fowler)  Feb  10 
Moved,    *'That    the  Bill   be  now  read    2»" 

Feb  22,  090  [Bill  01] 

Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjoorned  " 

(J/f*.   Ince)  ;  after  short  debate,    Question 

put,  and  negatived 
Original  Question  nguin  proposed,  1002  ;  after 

short  debate,    original   Question  put,  and 

agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2° 
Committee  ;   Report;    read    3^,    after    short 

debate  Afar  ),  1639 

Land  Requtry  Office — The  Registrar 
Questions,  Mr.  Rylands,  Mr.  Kdmund  Robert- 
son ;  Answers,  The  Chaneellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Sir  Michael  Ilicks-Beaoh)  Jan  26, 
420 

Land  Tax  Commissioners*  Names  Bill 

{Mr,  Leteeon  Ooxcer,  Mr,  Henry  H,  Fowler") 

e.  Ordered ;  read  l""  •  Feb  24  [Bill  113] 

Read  2«  •  Mar  1 

Land  Tenure  and  Transfer  Bill 

{Mr,  Inee,  Mr,  Courtney,  Mr,  Stanhope 
Kenny) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«*  Jan  22  [Rill  83] 

Lane,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Cork  Co,,  E, 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1720,  1733, 1734 

Labour  Sutistios.  Res.  1801 

Navj  —  ilaulbowlino  Dock  (Cork   Harbour), 

1203 
Kavj   (Supplementary   Estimates,    1885-6)  — 

Navy  Services,  1300,  1304 
Supply — Colonial  Local  Revenue,  1240 
Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  835 

Law  and  Justick  (England  and  Wales) 

Appointment  to  the  Reenrderehip  of  Liverpool, 
Questions,  Lord    Claud    Hamilton,  Sir    R. 

,  Asshelon  Cross;  Answer*,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Chil- 
ders)  Feb  10,  715 :  Questions,  Lord  Gland 
Ilamiilon,  Mr.  Forwood ;  Answers,  The  Se- 
eretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Childors)  Feb  22,894  ;  Questions,  Mr. 
Crilly,  Mr.  Addison ;  Answers,  The  Attorney 
General  (Mr.  Charles  Russell)  Mar  1, 1528 

Compenealion  to  Seamen  Wiineseee,  Question, 
Mr.  Kins ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundella)  Feb  26, 
1384 

Convict  Labour,  Question,  Mr.  Dawaon  :  An* 
swer.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Ilome 
DepsrtmcBt  (Mr.  Childers)  Mar  4,  1808 

Vigk  Court  of  Justice -' The  Bar  Library  m 
&e  Law  Cowrie t  Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'  Coo* 
nor;  Answer,  A  l^rd  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Lcveson  Gower)  Feb  26,  1302 
The  Long  Vacation,  Queetion,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General 
(Mr.  Charles  Russell)  Feb  18,  500 


Law  and  Jostici  {Enyland  and  WaU$)^^oni, 

Murder  0/  PoHce  Constable  Mine  at  Fenny 
Compton,  Question,  Mr.  Cobb  :  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Childers)  Feb  26,  1380 

New  Magistrates,  Question,  Mr.  I^booehere  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  tho 
Uome  Department  (Mr.  Childers)  F«6  26 « 
1301 

Public  Executions,  Qoestion,  Sir  Joseph  Peaae ; 
Answer,  The  SeereUry  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers):  Qoes- 
tion, Mr.  0' Kelly  [no  reply]  FA  2^,  1382; 
Question,  Mr.  Gregory;  Answer,  The  Se« 
oretary  of  State  for  the  Ilome  Department 
(Mr.  Childers)  Mar  4,  1805 

Criminal  Law 

Assaults  upon  Children,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Cony- 
beare  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  ef  Staia  for 
the  Home  Department  (Sir  R.  Assbatoa 
Cross)  Jaei  26,  424 

Law  and  Police — Employment  of  a  Blood* 

hound  in  Pursuit  of  Pouhere 
Question,  Mr.    Saunders;    Answer,   The  Se- 
cretary of  State  lor  the  Uome  I>epartment 
(Mr.  Childors)  Feb  26,  1302 

Law  of  Bridenea  Amendment  BiU  [h.l.] 

{The  Lord  Bramwell) 
I.  Presented  ;  read  1*  •  Feb  25  (No.  tO) 

Law&bncb,    Sir  J.  J.  Trevor,   Surrey, 
Reigate 
Army  Medical  OfBoara^Servian  and  Bnlgariaii 
Campaign,  1208 

Lawrence,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Liverpool^  Aher^ 
eromhy 
Employers*  Liability  Act  (1830)  Amendment, 

2R.  1114 
Employers'  Liability  Act — Kindred  Legislation 

In  Foreign  0>untrles,  1300 
Merchant  Shipping— The  '*  Mary  Mark,'*  1108 

Lawson,  Mr.  n.  L.  W.,  St,  Pancrae,  JF. 

Leaseholds  EnfranehiaaoMnt,  1016 

Leaeeholds  En/ranekiiement  BiU 

Question,  Mr.  Lawson ;  Answer,  The  Pirai 
I^rd  of  the  Trearary  (Mr.  W.  E.  GladaCooe) 
Jfor  4.  leie 

Leaseholds  (Facilities  of  Pnrchase  of  Fee 

Simple)  Bill         (^r.  Lawson,  Mr,  Bnrt, 
Mr,  Puleston,  Colonel  Mnyhes,  Mr,  MoUen, 
Mr,  Arthur  Oohen) 
e.  OHerad  irmdV  Fsbn  [BiU  lOIJ 

Lbiohton,  Mr.  8.,  Skropehtre,  Osweetry 

Compensalion  for  Damaget,  SR.  2000 
Ireland  —  *<  Boyootting"  -^  Alleged  Oatrage, 

103,  312 
Mtftropolif,  Dbtarbancea  in  the^Aelion  of  the 

Home  DeparineDl--ExpUBalion,  000 


LEI 


LOA 


LBtTUX,  Bftrl  of 


r8B88ION    1886]  LOG        LOB 

joa. 

Local  OoTvanovT  Boaed  — PNiUoal 
bi  At.  94$  BALvorft,  Bight  Hod.  A.  J.) 


LsTBBfttiMii,  Sir  B.,  Kftumft^m,  N. 

A^Miralty — ^t#  of  Harplss  mU  CaMrtMM^k 

8torr«»  1050 
CoMinitu*  •«  Ittdian  A4aiiiiia(r»tioa  —  Pa/  of 

NiUiv*  OflkiaU.  1030 
KmC  Indian  Bsmab  »  P.iytMM  of  Militafy 

Operailoot,  Rm.  0^ 

Lbwio,  Ifr.  C.  B.,  L^mUmi^rrg 

I  rtUad  ~  Qm«i  ioat 
ArM  Ael.  677 
CemalMtoAtn  of  !Vati«Ml    EdM»tio«  — 

Apfoioi»#nt  of  IIm4  Ut^lort,  1009 
Evt«tioM  —  EMptojTBMal  of  iW  Miliury 

ForoM  of  tb«  Cr»w«,  15IS  ;— lUtani  for 

1894.5.  1010 
Loodlord    ami    Toooot  ^  Tko    IClaftIo* 

EtUieo.  1879 

Llowriaf  Lftwt   (AniMdmmt)    (Load 

O0fttrol>  Bill  {Mr.  SuffTi  B*K»r4, 

Mr.  H^4'd4tr*rtk,  Mr.  t\  T.  Iffii  Atkmd) 

€.  CootiJetod  to  Co«HiitC«<o ;  Roaolofioo  ofrtod 
to.  ood  repotted:  Bttl  ordcrt4;  rrod  1** 
J^tt  (BUtnSJ 

LiMERK  K,  Earl  of 
C2c««co  ~~  CoUcctifO    Koto  of  Ibo  Eoropioo 

Poworo,  3oJ 
IreUnd-Naiioool  l^ffoo-l.oool  roorto.1181 
Mttropolit.  IhtCorWooN  la  tiM.  .VM.  877.  813 
I'ariumcol— Sir   W.liiaoi  Row«  K.C.B..  Uto 

Cirrk  ofllM  ParlitmeoU.  ^^^ 
PorliuBoet  —  C.^rk  o<  tlio  rorliamoota.  Ofl^ 

of.  And    Ufle«  of   tiootloOMO  TtlMr  of  tbo 

block  Rod->Ap^iot«ont  and  Moonoattoo 

ofSoif^t  Cooiaiit4«.  1857 
ParluMMOt  ~  VeoiiUiioo  of  tiM  llooat,  Rofw 

leni 
LiqMT  Tnfle  LomI  ToIo  (Sootbuid)  BUI 

( Jfr.  M*Ufmm,  Ur.  Cmmirm,  Mr.  Mtkmfmk, 

Mr.  .V«W.  Jfr.  CoMfOii  CVM,  Mr.  Jmtk$, 

Mt.  Mmrk  5/#«r«rf.  Jfr.  Imtmtts,  Dr.  Ctsrk) 

f.  <'oatid«c«d  io  Co«loiitt4^  :  IU«o!olloo  ofrood 
lo.  ood  rvportod  ;  bill  ordcrod  :  rMd  1*  * 
/^tt  [BiU  71] 

Llcwblltv,  Mr.  E.  H.,  .^oairool,  Jf. 

ParlaoMot - l>oboiooo  tbo  AddfOOi     Pirmal 

tifUoatioo.  CoO 

L^m$  U  Z— ^otriMrf 

A»«odt.  oo  CoMMillM  of  Sop^y  IV5  98, 
To  l«o«o  o«t  fvoM  .**  That,**  add  **ii  M  4o* 
•  rabl*  tkoft  OMTO  oitoodod  Caoilittro  tboo'.d 
W  fivro  by  !ef  itUiioo  lo  owoort  of  laod  to 
iiBprt.fO  tWir  Mlalfo  bf  ■aaoa  ol  Moo^f* 
boffro«od  oo  1«r«ii»abU  Aoooitioo  froo 

qoMUoo  pffliaiid,  **  Tbot  tbo  vor8i»4t. 
arior  doboto.  qoooiios  fal,  osd  ogffoad  I* 


Local  (}oTBAyMsrr  Boakd  —  ProddMil 
Mv  CttAMBBaLAUi,  Bight  Hon.  J.) 

liOTAL  OoTBSjrxnrT  Boamd    BocftlMj 
to  (m#  roLLni08,  Mr.  J.  * 

Z«m/  0$9§tmmmi  BiU 
Q— rtloo,  Viioooot  Craaborao :  Abtvtr,  Tho 
KirM    l.orl   of  tbo  TroaMTj    ^Mr.   W.  g. 
(Slodatooo)  Ft^  n,  810 


LocxvooD,  Mr.  P.,  Tori 
EoiployotV  lOabihiy   AoC  (1888) 

9R.  I0A4 
Motrofolio— Motrofoltuo  Polloo  Fotoo^O^ 

gaomtioo,  Koo.  1444 

Qoottioo.  Mr.  CrMoor:  Awwor,  Tbo  Sow otoiy 
of  Suto  for  tbo  Homo  DtfortaMOl  (Mr. 
Cbildm   /V5  99. 888 


£oiiiofli  Zir#ry  rooi^«ai«f 
Qototioo,  Boroo  lH«odalo ;    A 
orttory  to  tbo  Looal  G 
JoiM  CoUiftgt)  U»  1. 17«7 


(*. 


Lfmd^m  MU^t  B^srd  EUtiitm  Rsfmm 

QorOMO,  Sir  AlfrfMO  Bortbviok  :  Amwot, 
Tbo  Vieo  Pmidooi  of  tbo  Cooooil  'Sir  L|o« 
rUjUir)  Jf^  4,  1888 


QoMUoo.  Mr   RoUoo:  A 
tMT  of  Moto  Ibr   tbo    Hm 
(Mr.  CbUdm'  l>*  88.  1999 


Dofofft 


LoHO.  Mr.  W.  H..  WUU,  ZWm#8 

PariiMMt-Qoooo>  Sfoa^  AddrMS  to  ▲•• 
U.  878. 588 


VOL.  GCCIL     [ruiMD  omum,] 


LomD  Adtocatb,  Th*  («tf8  Macmvald. 
Bight  Hob.  J.  H.  A.) 

I»BD  Adtocats.  Th8  {90$  Balvocb, 
Bight  Uott.  J.  B.) 

LomD  LtsrmiAirT  or  Ibblaiid  —  CUof 
Bocrotary  to  th*  {,$$$  Dm,  Baght 
IIoiL  Sir  W.  H.. 

LoBD  LimimyAVT  or  Ibblaiid  —  Chiof 
Bocrotary  to  th*  .m  Moblit,  Baghl 
Hoo.  J.) 

Lobd  PasatPBVT  or  m  Ootmcn.  {$$$ 
Ceajtmook,  Vtoooost 

Lobd  PawDBrr  or  thb  Coraca  '«d8 
8PBVciB,Kari) 
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Lttbboox.  Sir  J.,  London  Uhivsnity 
AUotmenU  and  Small  Holdings— AfriooUural 

Laboarers,  1800 
Imperial  RaveDue (Ireland  and  Great  Brilain), 

Res.  1067 
Mr.  OeUrtus  Vangban  Morgan,  Motion  for  a 

Select  Committee,  830 
Shop  Hoars  Regalation,  2R.  070.  688 
Snpplj — London  UnlTcraitf,  1332 
Unolaimed  DeposiU,  2R.  1847 

Lunacy  HU,  [h.l.]  {The  Lord  Chane$Uor) 

I.  Presented  ;  read  1>  *  Feb  10  (No.  13) 

Read  2*  Mar  1,  1504 

Lunacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.] 

{The  Lord  Chuneellor) 

I.  PreMnted  ;  read  !••  Ttb  10  (No.  12) 

Read  2*,  after  debate  JTor  1, 1480 

Lunacy  Commisstonen  {Hn^land  and  Scot- 
land)—Ths  Rcport$ 
Qaestion,  Mr.   W.  J.  Corbet:    Answer,  The 
Seeretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Childers)  Feb  25,  1210 


Lnnacy  (Vacating  of  Seats)  Bill 

(Dr.    Cameron,  Mr,    Charlee  Jius$eii,    Mr, 

FuUeton,  Mr,  JTittiam  Corbet) 

e.  Ordered  :  read  1«  •  Jan  25  [Bill  85] 

Read  V  *  Feb  24 
Committee— B.P.  Feb  25, 1342 

Ltell,  Mr.  L.f  Orkney  and  Shetland 
Law  and  Jasttce  (Sootland)— Prooorator  Fiscal 
ofOrkne/,  1513 

Ltminoton,    Viscount,    Dcpon^     South 
Molten 
Sappl/^Embasstes  and  Missions  Abroad,  1572 

MoAbthitb,  Mr.  A.,  LciecHcr 

Franoeand  Madajpuear*— The  Treatj,  1203 
Sapplj-- Orange  Rlrer  Territor/,  Ao,  1013 


MAOABTinT,  Mr.  J.  W.  £.,  Aivkrim,  S. 

Ireland — Qnestions 

Crime  and  Outrage  —  "  Boycotted  '*  Cattle 

—Cork  Steam  Packet  Company,  1006 
ETiotions — Case  of  the  Widow  Anne  Shaw, 

Co.  Mooaghan,  1750 
Illegal  Use  of  Firearms  —  Case  of  Joeeph 

Delaney,  Borris.  Co.  Carlow,  1683 
Irish  National   Lesgue  —  Marder  of  Mr. 
Curtin.  1520 
Laboarers  ( Ireland)  Act  Amendment,  2R.  1816, 

1828,  1837 
Parliamentary  Elections  —  List  of  Claims  to 
Vote  of  the  Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Board, 
1108 
Supply— Registration  of  Voters,  Ireland.  1267. 

1268 
Tenure  of  Town  Houses  (Irsland),  2R.  1140 


McOalxont,  Captain  J.,  Antrim,  B. 

Ireland— (^estioos 

Alleged  <<  BoycotUng,"  1525 

Crime  and  Outrage— Outrage  upon  Randal 

M 'Sweeny,  1765 
Parliamentaiy  Elections —Illiterate  Voters, 

1766 
Phcsoii  Park,  Dublin,  1007 

M'Oabtht,  Mr.  J.,  Longford,  N. 

Parliament — Election  of  a  Speaker,  10 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  666 

M'Oa&tht,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Ncwry 
Burmah—Military  Executions  —  The  Profoei 

Marshal,  188 

McCiTLLOOH,  Mr.  J.,  OUigow^  St.  RoUox 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Leare, 

1340 
Loans  to  Lindowners,  1457, 1450 
SuppIy^Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scot* 
land,  Ac.  781 

Macdoxald,    Right    Hon.    J.    H.   A. 
(Lord    Advocate),    Sdinhur§h    and 
St.  Andrew^i  Univirsitiet 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  365 
Scotland  —  Fisheries  —  Prirate  Piers— Pier 
Dues,  806 
I^w  and  Justice— Mr.  R.  W.  Ronton,  Pro- 
curator  Fiscal  for  East  Fife,  308 

{After  Bscignatfon) 

Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Leave, 

1341 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  658 
Supply —Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scot- 
land, Ac.  787,  702 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  776.  770,  771 
Tenure  of  Town  Uouses  (Ireland),  2 R.  1154 

McDoKALD,  Mr.  p.,  Sl^o,  If. 

Ireland — Questions 

Court   of   Bankruptcy — The   late   OOeial 

Assignee  (Mr.  0.  II.  Jamee),  1107:^ 

Mr.    S.  U.  Deerlng,  OAeial  Assigiiee, 

1374 

Fishery    Piers  and  Harbour*— Knoeklow 

Head,  Grange,  Co,  Sligo,  1027 
Registrar  Geeeral*s  Department,  800.  000 
ParliamentMy  Elections- List  of  Claisss   to 
Vote  of  the  Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Board, 
1107 
Supply— Public  Education,  Ireland,  1234 
Tenure  of  Town  Houses  (Ireland).  2 R.  1121 

McDovALO,  Dr.  B.,  £09$  and  Cromarty 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Leare. 

1334 
Parliament — Queen's  Speeeh,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  648 
Seotland^Qoestioas 

Administration  of  Justice  in  the  Highlands 
and  Islands.  1207 

tmoL 
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llarboor  AeooouM^AtiMi  (Nortli   of  SmI- 

llaibovrt — lnv#rfonloa  tUrbovr,  1709 
MjifutrAef — Mr.  WtlliAoi  Ivorj,  Sbtriffof 
IhveriiMi  •hir»»  1107 
Sa^v^CoorU  of  U«  aad  Jattito  is  Soot* 
Uftd,  At,  1 9<» 

IfACPAELAKK,  Ifr.  I>.  H.,    Aff^U 
CrofUr*  (SootUnd)  (No.  9),  UoUmi  for  Lmto, 

1S29 
Mrtropolif->rotico  RefvUtioM  for  Dog*.  IMS, 

1533 
rarliameoC — Qoe^o's  Spooth,  AMrtOi  in  Ao» 

•wrr  to,  4f«  :  Ahmo^I.  441 
S  cot  too4 — Q  uc»tl  iono 

Kitherieo^rrifoto  Pioro^Pitr  Dmo»  MA. 

PoTMhoro*  mU  PUbinfo,  ilt 
IUDr9««o(«liotto^ili#  Tooplo  Aot^Polliof 
rUc«t  IB  ArjC«1l*bit#,  ^M 
Sopplj  —  Ref i»tniiioo    of   Votrn,    EogUod, 
li«« 

M(^}AftiL.Ho<}o.  Sir  J.  M.,  MMUmt, 

Melropoht— DitlrMo  le  Soolb  Loo4oo.  1015 
MnropoiiUQ  Board  ol  Works  (WaUr  ffoppl/, 

Ar   .aK.  1164 
Pob  le  I'orbt  And  Rtortmlioo  Groondo— Pro- 

powi  l*Ark  at  UoUicb.  tP05 

Mac  Ijrirefl,   Mr.   IC.,    N^rikmrni^'UmJ, 

Employor*'  tUbilitj  Aol     I  MO)  A— d— U 
9K.  1109 

lI'IvRR,  Mr.  L.,  /><t<»M«  ToTfm^f 

K»tt   lod.«.   BonoAb  (Kip»«wo   of  MiliUrr 

OpOf«tw»ot\  Km.  050 
Oforb#o4    Tti#|rmfb    aad   Ttlfbooo    Wiroo, 
1^3 

Mi  Kbma,  Sir  J.  N.,  JfoMf  Atf»,  8. 

IWUmi  Mala  Urmlnafo.  Roo.  1713 

Inortai  Kowooo  ,lffYtaa4oii4  Qroal  MumK 

Hoa.  1030 
Sapply.Poat  OOoo.  IMI,  IMS 

Mii^KirroiH,  Mr.  C.  PmAoia-,  inrtrn0$$- 

Croftrr«  .<^iUnd   (.^o.  3  ,  MoUoo  for  ttovo, 

i.irj 

^olUad^Arrtara  of  Ralaa  la  Myo.  1518 
tiM  bbanf  K'Wfk  tlofou  of  »ky«.  1517 

M<  L^mBir.  Mr.  C.  B.  B.,  Bisf^ri 

lUrmAh^Tb«»  Cuinrf  <io«rraa»rf  t.  103 
O.  •  »  -Tbo  Rrporlr^  1^0.  101 
P>r  .AOKat— <4ar«a*t  Apo««b,  Adirtot  la  Ao* 
•wtt  l«,  65tl 

MiCLfix.  Mr.  F.  W..  Ox/ortf,  raoJblorl 

Mvtropoii'aa  Board  of  W«rbt  '.Wmot  Supply. 
A«  ),3tt.n05 


Macuuv,  Mr.  J.  M.,  OMmm 

lUa  Udia,   B«r»ab     KtpoMoo  of  Milrtary 

Op»raiiooa',  Raa.  053 
Ia4ia~roaiaiiUo  00  lodUo  Admiai■lrmllo•— 
»Tbo  (*ovooaaia4   aad   t*»ooTOMato4 
Cifil  Srrvie*.  1033 
Fioaaoo,  Ao.^I>orfooiolfo«  of  Sllvor,  lOOt 

Jf(0d!if«5Mr — 7Wo/|f  iTffA  /VtfiMtf 
Qoaociooa,  Mr.  Jobotloo.  Sir  Cbarlao  W. 
Diike  ;  Aoawara.  Tbo  Ta^rr  Aooftfary  of 
Stala  for  Porvlfo  AfiUrs  (Mr.  Boorko) 
JiUk  35,  313  ;  Qa^tlioo.  Sir  Hooald  CorHo: 
Aafvvr,  Iba  I'adar  Sacrttary  of  Sialo  for 
Korrifa  Aflbir«(Mr.  Brytv)  /Vi  3i.  005  ; 
<^i»e8tioa«,  Mr.  M'Artbor,  Sir  Robctt 
Pewltr  ;  Aatwrra,  Tbo  Uadar  SaeraUry  of 
8 lata  for  Fortifa  Abira  (Mr.  Bryto) 
ftfO  35,  1303 

Mao^iuc,  Mr.  C.»  Bfd/ori,  If,.  Bif§lm- 


Aaoriao  :Caalral>-Tbo  Paoana  Caaol,  711 
Army  Clo(binf  Paatory.  Pioilioo.  1333 
Praaoo  aa4  (*hiaa— Tbo  Traotf .  1310 
Motropolla,  DttCorboMot  la  ibo— Cooipoi 

tioti,  1300 
Midtaod  Railway.  3R.  1079 
Sara  CaaaJ,  711 
Tova   lloMinga,    Molioo   for  a  Sal—I  Co** 

■iiUeo,  19u9 

Makivo.  Colonol  W.  T.,  Amt,  8.E. 

Kaat  l.oadoo  Wator.  3R.  1005 
Mauofoliua  BoanI  of  Works  ( Walar  Sopflp, 
Ar.).  3tt.  1.04 

MmIU.  rWiWiifir  •/ 

Qoaatioo,  Viaeoaal  Sidoiootb  :  Aaawtr,  TW 
^>cra<ary  ol  Suio  for  tbo  CoIoom*  (Rarl 
Grmaulla)  /"«*  10.  701 

MAjnrsmo,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  R.» 
Tooliiuut«r    Q«norml)»     LmemUr* 
$kirt,  E. 
Pool  oaao^Orstbaad  Wtraa— Boasat  Smv. 
•tor*.  907 
Paroal  PotI,  905 

MAPrar,  Mr.  P.  T..  IVI,   W.R.,  HmU 


Awmj  (Si4o  Ar«M>-Toa4ara  for  Svordtw  It  It 
Mi4Uo4  RaUvay.tR.  1071.  1076 

MABiOBIBAJIK9,   Blffht  HOQ.  E.    (OoOID- 

truUor  of  tbo  Uooiohold),  ^^nrof}* 
•Atr# 

Itarbava  of  Raf«go«  10J9 
ParUaaaot^Qaata't  Spaodi- Uar  U^mUfH 
Aaavtr  to  ibo  Ad4raaa,  Oil 


■srrisct  witk  a  BtcoMO*  Wlk'i  8Mff 

BUI  if''-  lf#M^#,  Jfr.  JraWAwtf, 

Me.    AH^i    Oftf,      Jfr.      PmiMimt,     Mr, 
Ct^iiia,  Mr,  Bmi.  Mr.  Artk' 
«.  OHtffod itmdfJmmn  [BiU  lo; 

4  X  S 


ICAB  MAX  (INDBZl 

303, 

Harriages  (Attendance  of  Befl^iatran) 

Bill   (Sir   ItUAatd    Webattr,   Sir  Eiehurd 
Cros$,  Mr,  Stuart'  JFortley,  Mr.  Baggallay) 
€.  Ordered ;  read  1«  •  Feb  20  [Bill  121] 


MAY 


MET 


Marriages  (Honrs  of  Solemnisation)  Bill 

(Mr,  Carvell  William$,  Mr,  Richard,  Mr. 
Inee) 
c.  Ordered  :  read  1«  *  Jan  22  [Bill  62] 

Marriages  (Nonconformist  Chapels)  Bill 

(Mr.  Shirley,  Mr.  M^Irer,  Mr.  Xewnes,  Sir 
Oeorge  Sitwell,  Mr,  Conybeare,  Mr.  Lticester, 
Mr.  JohrUf  Mr.  Channing) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  V  •  Jan  22  [Bill  50] 

Marrii^es  Yaliditj  Bill  [k.l.] 

(Th^  Lord  Binhop  of  Carlisle) 

I.  Presented;  read  l*Teb  14  (No.  11) 

Read  2\  afler  abort  debate  Ftb  22, 860 
Committee ;     Report,     after     short     debate 
Mar  4.  1872 


Women  (Maintenance  in  Case 
of  Desertion)  Bill       (Mr.  FuiUg,  Mr. 

Thotfuu  Blake,     Mr,    Jfinterbotham,    Mr. 
Warmington) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  1"  *  Feb  24  [Bill  111] 

Mabt7M,  Mr.  E.  P.  M.,  Kilkenny^  N, 
Ireland  ^Questions 

Improvement  of  Landed  Property,  308 
!«and  Commission  Conrt— Appeals,  1109 
Royal   Irish  Coostabalary  —  Alleged  Dis- 
order— Condaot  of  the  Poliee  at  Beonets- 
bridge,  Co.  Kilkenny,  1191 

Maskeltnb,    Mr.  M.   H.   N.  Stobt-, 
WilU,  Crieklade 
Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 
2R.  1118 

Matheb,  Mr.  W.,  Salford,  S. 
Parliament-^ Qaeen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
ewer  to,  262 

Maurttiui 

Appointment  of  Mr,  CKford  Uoyd  a$  Lieu^ 
tenant  (7evtfnier— ^(^nestions,  Mr.  Coi,  Sir 
George  Campbell.  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  ;  An- 
ewers.  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (.Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  Fth  22, 
891 

Mr.  Coekbwm  Stewart,  (^oestion,  Mr.  Ileatott  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Colonel  SUnley)  Jan  26,  421 

Maxwell,  Sir  H.  £.,  Wigtan 

Army  (Soodao  Campaign)— The  Royal  Irish 

Regiment,  1209 
Oofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Leave, 

1325 
Inland  RoTenne  Ofllctals,  1209,  1210 
Navy    (Supplementary    Estimates,    18858)— 

Navy  Services,  1301 


Matnb,  Mr.  T.,  Tipperary^  Mid 
Laboorers  (Ireland)  Aota  Amendment,     SR. 
1810 


Merehandise  Marks  Aet  (1862)  Amend- 
ment Bill  (Mr,  Afhrnead-BartMi^ 
Mr,  Joseph  Cowen,  Mr.  Stuart-  WortUy^  Mr. 
Baden-Powell,  Vieeount  Cranbome) 

c.  Ordered ;  read  1*  •  Feb  24  [Bill  110] 

Merehani  Shipping 
Royal  Commietion  on,  Qoestion,  Mr.  Baden- 
Powell ;    Answer,   The    President  of    the 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  E.  SUnhope)  Jan  29 » 
427 

The  '*  Mary  Mark;*  Qoestion,  Mr.  W.  P.  Law. 
rence ;    Answer,  The   Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Aftirs  (Mr.  Bryce)  Feb  25, 
1198 

The  Smaek  **  Columbine;*  Qoestion,  Mr. 
Jacks ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Ad> 
miralty  (Mr.  Htbbert)  Feb  19,  707 

Merchant  Shipping  Act  (1854)  Amend* 

ment  Bill  (Mr.  King,  Mr.  Kimber,  Mr. 
BaggaUay,  Mr.  Fitzgerald^ 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  \^  •  Jan  25  [BiU  87] 

Metropolis 

Dietrese  in  South  London,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Thorold  Rogers  ;  Answer,  The  Chairman  of 
the  Metropolitan  Board  ot  Works  (Sir  Jamea 
M*Garel-ilogg)  Feb  23,  1085 

Dieturbaneee  in  the  Metropolie  on  Monday^ 
Feb  S,  Questions,  Observations,  The  Earl 
of  Limerick  ;  Reply,  I^rd  Thnrlow ;  short 
debate  thereon  Feb  18,  555 

Action  of  the  Home  Department,  Qaestiona, 
Mr.  W.  II.  Smith,  Lord  Algernon  Percy,  Sir 
Robert  Fowler,  Sir  R.  Assbeton  Cross,  Mr. 
Pieton,  Mr.  Ritchie.  Mr.  Radcliffs  Cooke, 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  Mr.  Paleston ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Uosse  De- 
partment (Mr.  Childersl,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) ;  Qnes- 
tion,  Mr. SUnley  Lslghton [no reply]  FelblH, 
593 

Order  in  the  Sireete^Dutiee  of  the  Home 
Ofiee,  Qoeetion,  Mr.  Bordett-Contts ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  florae 
DepaHment  (Mr.  Childers)  Fdb  10,  707 

The  Recent  Riote,  Qaettion,  The  Earl  of 
Limerick ;  Answer,  Lord  Thoriow  Feb  22, 
843 

Power  of  the  Chief  Commistiener  of  PUUe  in 
Event  of  Reewrrente,  Qoestion.  Colonel 
Hoghes  Ilallett :  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
Sute  for  the  Home  Depaiiment  (Mr. 
Childers)  Feb  22,  903 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Invtitigatiom, 
Statement,  The  Secreury  of  Suu  for  tho 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers) ;  Qnee* 
Uons,  Mr.  W.  11.  Smith,  Sir  James  Fcrgns- 
eon ;  Answers,  The  SeereUry  of  Sute  for 
the  Uorae  Department  (Mr.  Childers)  Feh^, 
009 

[ami. 


ICBT         UET        (SESSION    1886)       UET 


MIL 


loa. 


#1 


Ccmprmsati^m^  QoMliMt,  Mr.  W.  II.  SalU* 
Mr.  Msfnuie  ;  AftnPtrt,  TIm  StwiUry  of 
Suu    lor    tb*     l1om«    DopMtatal     (Mr. 

QiM^ttioa,  ObterfalMOt,  l^oH  l^minftoo, 
ViMoont  MidUio*.  I^ord  Sun\f9i  Al4«r* 
ky«  VtMonnt  CraftWook :  KepltM,  I^r4 
Abfr^srv,  l.or4  Tksrtev  r«i  fA.  1174: 
^omUam,  Mr.  A44t«M  ;  Aotvor,  Tb«  Sff«r». 
Ury  of  Suu  fortW  Ilos«  DvpartaMftt  (Mr. 
rhil4«r«>  fVi  9«,  U41  ;  QsMlioa.  Cftj^ia 
FrIiovM  :  Am%mtr,  lb*  S««rr(ary  of  St«t« 
for  iko  Homo  Dt^Mta^nt  (Mr.  Ckiliior* 
Jte  1,  1513 


lion.  Mr.  ilovrll ;  Ant«rr.  Iho  ft««rH«ry 
of  Suu  iar  Iko  Homo  IVportotoot  (Mr. 
Th  M#r*  f<6  }1,  677  :  Qoo«tio«.  Boroo 
Ikai»dt!4» :  A«twer«  Tho  HerrHAr^  lo  tko 
Local  Gofommeiit  Board  (Mr.  Jtooo  Col- 
tinr*)  Jf4r^  1767 

l^miom  }immU\p'»l  Rff^rm,  Qoratioo.  Mr. 
Jamot  Stoart :  Ao««er,  Tko  SaorHary  of 
Suto  ft>r  Ika  HoiM  DopartsMol  (Mr. 
rktlUor*)  r/M9.  Ttl 

put  lit  iir.»U\  —  rmigki'iriAut<  ihKit  ttit*mi, 
<^09«tion,  Mr  ShirUf  :  Aat«»r.  Tko  S<*ert- 
lary  of  Male  for  tko  lIooM  DvpariOMOl  Mr. 
CkiiOer*    /V6  2i,  ^4;) 

MttropoUUa   Botfd    of    If orka    (fin 
Briff«a«  SxpesMt^  Bill       ^r.  rir^ 

F.f^tt^m,     Sr    Jtmr$     M'Omrti^Btff,    Mr, 
e.  Ordorad  :  rrad  1*  «  Jmm  If  (Bill  81] 

MotropoliUa  BMurd  of  Worki  Koopisf 
of  Firowood   Bill ( ^<r  /<<^*  MOmfti. 

H*fi,  Mr,  M^"itm  U-"*49  4) 
r.  Or^orod;  rood  1' •  iao  tt  'JUilil] 

MotropoliUa  Boord  of  Works  (Thoolros, 

AO.     Bill       Mr,     Jtiirr     i.\  i,     S,r    J4m,$ 
M'04rti  ii*^y) 
i,  Ordcrad  ;  road  I*  •  Jmm  tt  (OiU  14) 

Motropolitu  Boord  of  Works  rWaUr 

Supply,  *€.*    Bin        '  *"  /•■*'•  If  '/orr/. 
//.,  •,  iff     Hffft,  Sir  i;      ff  /;%Mr  /,  #m'  *^/ 

<*.  Ord^rfd  .  rrad  \**U^  tt  ^B  11  JT 

Mot*-!.    -ThAi    tko   Bill   ko    ao«\eod   l*" 
/#A}«.  1104:  Aaoodi  lo  i4>»to  ool  "  aov." 
add  **  ofOO  Ikit  day  «l  moaiko**  i  Mr  i\m  ;  '  • . 
QoratMio     ptopi>«vd,   •*  ILat    '  ooo.*   4o.  • ' 
alior  tkort  dokola,  UoWto  a<l>ooff*od 


Uk«rf«aiK.i^«.    Vtnaaol    EoOold,    \ 
Mid:«too.    Ro^io*.   Lord    Akwdaro, 

t 


Rimmmd  H^mdrrmm^  QatMioM,  Mr  Rokoft 
Fovtor.  Sir  iloory  Tylor ;  Aoavora,  Tko  ^r- 
oroury  of  Stalo  for  tko  llooM  UoforiOMOt 
Mr.  (*h.idor«  fVi  96.  1377 
p9i%e4  Rr^Lu*  ^ns  ms  90  t^*^$,  QooalioM.  Mr. 
MaoUrlaoo.  Hir  It.  Atakoloa  CroM :  Ao- 
avora,  Tko  B««rol«ry  of  Aiato  for  tko  llooio 
DoporlNMot  ( Mr.  Ckildora)  M»r  1,  ISJI 


M0irfi9t0m  A/mv  /Wm,  Th — Otfmi* 

MMfi0n 

Qo»«tior.t.  Mr.  W.  II.  taitk.  Mr.  Bord«>tl* 
CooUa,  Mr.  I«akoookora ;  Aa«w«ra,  Tko  ^r* 
OffoUry  of  Suio  lor  Iko  IIoom  iW^oHmooi 
:Mr.  Ckiia*r«)  Ft^  IS,  IftO;  Qoaotiofit, 
Mr.  Howard  Vioooot.  Mr.  W.H.ftoiitk,  Mr. 
Stoart-Wortley  :  Aotoora,  Tko  Sorroiary  of 
Suia  (or  tko  Homo  Doyortoient  ( Mr.  (  kU- 
dara)  Mtr  I.  MIS;  Qooatioo.  Toloool 
^aadff• ;  Aatvor,  Tko  5otr»Cary  of  9cat«  far 
tko  llomo  Uryartmaot(Mr.  Tk  Idoral.  IS19 

Aflioodi.  oo  Comioiiioo  of  Supfly  /VA  36. 
To  looto  ool  (rooi  **  Tkol/*  add  **  to  lk# 
opinioo  of  ikia  llooio,  ao  rrfbrro  of  iko  ad- 
m.nittratioo  aad  orfaattatioo  of  Iko  Motro* 
politan  Polieo  F<»m»  will  ko  tatialaetoty 
oakoa  provuioo  t«  iiMdo  for  took  rrfarm  of 
tk«  fofommool  of  Iko  MoCrofiklit  at  will  lo  . 
Mro  lo  rrprrart^talitoa  of  tko  rmtoyoyara  of 
tko  Mnropotttacirert  eoolrolooor  tkrir  own 
pv:ico**  Ml,  yoM'f  >ir«orf  .  « 1304  ;  Qort- 
l»oa  yropot^d.  *'  Tbtt  tko  wi  rdi,  Ao  ;  "  alter 
long  deboto,  Qaoalioo  pot,  aod  af  rrod  to 

JitdUmd  ^oi/o  oy  fitil .  iy  Or40r 
t,  Mo«od.  •*  Tkai  Iko  B«ll  ko  oow  raod  9*  *' 
f.Sr  Ck^wUe  Ftetun  Mmt  3.  UOO 
Aairodt  Co  loato  ool  frooi  **  Tbal«"  add  **  ib.t 
llooto,  wbiiM  fcoi  oawii'.inf  to  ooowdrr 
favootakiy  ao  •y>f».-ralMHi  (ri>cu  Iko  nidCooi- 
yaoy,  o»4rr  p'«f*r  conU  t»o«b«,  lor  fowor  to 
■Mibo  arvaofowKOt*  wiik  oikor  Cooiyaotra 
too'l  af  to  r«of.4>«iii»a  tko  oo«(  of  irmoaport  lo 
tk«  (*o«ipaay,  ntaMV  to  aolortaio  Iko  mm* 
u%  a  OMTV  ifKidoat  la  a  Bill  for  ■itacollaoeoot 
objects,  aad  owaretiyaoiod  ky  Iko  oOrr  of 
any  oowifro««iiaff  adtaofafoa  to  Iko  yoklio  ** 
.Sir  iUrmLtrti  N««m<'«o«i.  qooaUto  fro. 
foard.  **  I  bat  tka  worda.  4o. .  **  afkor  akoti 
dekoto,  Motod.  **  Ibai  tbo  Htkalo  bo  oo* 
adjvarood**  ijl^.  SttrtUy  Mtitr.  Molioo 
Afreod  to  .  DaUalo  ad/oof ood 


MitiLSroir,  VioroQBt 

Army  (  \ei:  nry  I 

In'iatrr.  I'^il 
M«trafoi«.  U  ttarWft 

Mcoiiafa  lo  tbo  5^ 
Melrofolttaa     l*v:ioo    f 

CowBtUoo  of  ld70,  1013 


-Moootod  TolMl»r 

loiko..lST;*Siioday 
aMrarka.  IITO 


ICiLLTowv,  Earl  of 

I.oaooy  Ado  A 
Ma«rtfolia,  Ui 
Par  nowal     Vooulatioo 

K04 
r<i  ^y    of    11  M       G 

1MOIOMM,OM 

Solo  of  FoiMM.  1040. 1000 


tituoo 

la  Iko,  070,  0T7 


t^      MioiatrfMl 


MIL 


MOB 


(INDEX) 
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MiLVAiN,  Mr.  T.y  Durham 
Edooation  Acts  Commissioo,  1681 


MineB  Bill  i^r.  Cmyheare,  Mr. 

BorUue,  Mr,  Burt^  Mr,  Bhke,  Mr,  MUsoh, 
Mr,  Abraham  {Rhondda  VaUey)y  Mr.Maton, 
Mr,  Saundert) 

e.  Orderod  ;  read  1«  «  Feb  22  [Bill  109] 

MineSf  JSxplosiom  in — Espart  of  the  Royal 
Commuiion 
QoettioD,  Colonel  Blondell ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
oreUry  of  State  lor  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.GbUden)F«6  10,706 

Mines  Batii«  BiU 

(Mr,  Warmington,  Mr,  Fletcher,  Mr,  Cobb) 

0,  Ordered  *  Feb  23 

Readl«*/V»24  [Bill  110] 

Mining  Leases  Bill 

(Mr,  Oonybeare,  Mr.  Borlaee,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr. 

McLaren,  Mr.  Blake,  Mr,  Saunders) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1**  *  Jan  92  [Bill  Ofi] 

Bill  withdrawn  •  Jan  25 

MoLLOY,  Mr.  B.  0.,  King^9  Co.,  Birr 

Supply — County  Courta,  777 

Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scotland,  Ac. 
780 

MoNTAOiT,  Mr.  8.,  Tower  EamleU,  WhiU- 
ehapel 
Coinage,  1010 

More,  Mr.  B.  J.,  Shropthire^  Ludlow 
Eicise— Cottage  Brewing  Licences,  1194 

MoBOAK,    Bight    Hon.    O.    Osborne, 

JDenhighshire,  E 
Burmah— MiliUry   Execations— The  ProTOst 
Bfarabal,  314 

(  Undor  Seoretary  of  SUUfor  th$  Colonioi) 
Africa  ( Sooth) — Qooetiona 
Affairs  of,  721 

Sale  of  Spirits  in  Bechoanaland,  1023 
Transfaal,  1901 
Burial  Grounds  BiU,  1002 
Colonial  Ecclesiastical  Appointments,  1878 
Cyprus  (Finance,  ^.),  1689 
Depression  of  Trade  and  Industry — Distress  at 

bhipbuildlDg  Ports,  710 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company,  1383 
Land  Registry,  2R.  1009, 1005 
Mauritius — Appointment  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 

as  Lieutenant  Governor,  891,  892 
New  Zealand—Treaty  of  Waitangi.  1883 
Parliamentary  Represent atioo  in  the  Colonies 

—Colonial  Voters,  1392 
Post    Office  —  Mails    between    Cyprus   and 

Alexandria,  1390 
Supply— Orange  KiTor  Territory,  Ac.    1601, 

lOOS 


MoBLET,  Earl  of  (First  Oommifisioner 
of  Works) 

Parliament  —  Ventilation  of  the  Committee 

Rooms,  868 
Public  Offices,  the  New,  Res.  1173 

MoBLBT,  Bight  Hon.  J.  (Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the    Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland),  NeweastU-upon-Tyne 
Glebe  Loans  (Ireland)  Acta  Continoanee,  9R. 
1660 

Ireland — Questions 
Arms  Aet,  877 
"Boycotting,"  1626,  1327;— City  of  Cork 

Steam  Packet  Company,  1037,  1906  ;  — 

Clonmel,  1880,  1881 
Commissioners  of  Charitable  Donatiooa  and 

Beqneals—*'  Belfast  White  Linen  Hall." 

1103 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  — 

Appointment  of  Head  Inspectors,  1910 
DeposiU  in  Irish  Banks.  1914 
Distress    in  Wicklow,   1026 ;  —  Western 

Inlands,  1026.  1519 
Fisheries   —   Bequest    of  the    late    Mr. 

M*Comas,  Dalkey,  Co.  Dublin,  1895 

Illegal  Use  of  Firearms — Case  o(  Joaeph 

Delaney.  Borris,  Co.  Carlow,  1683 
Inland    Narlgation    and    Drainage  -—  Tbo 

Barrow,  590,  1889 
Irish  l4ind  Commission  (Sub-Coraraiiiios- 

ers)— Sittings  in  Kerry,  1901 
Irish  Land  Purchase  Settlement  Company, 

1758 
Irish    National    T.eague~Murder  of  Mr. 

Curtin,  1530 

Labourers'     Act  <—  Tipperary    Board    of 

Guardiana,  1527 
land  Commission  Court— Appeals,  1200, 

1537 
Land  Purchase  Act.  1762 
Local  GoTcmment  Board  —  Report  of  In* 

apector  on  the  Propoaed  Anuslgsmatton 

of  Portiona  of  the  Donoughmort  Union 

with  the  Unions  of  Roserea  and  Abbeylciz, 

589 
Lunacy,  1764 

Lunacy  Commissioners— The  Report,  70C 
Lunatic  Asylums— The  Resident  Medical 

Superintendent,     Letterkenny    Asylum, 

1215,  1216 
Magistracy— Kilkenny  Co.  188J,  1883  ;— 

Mr.  John  0.  Payne,  J.P.,  Cork.  1753 
Orange  Emergency  Committee  (Co.  Caran), 

1763 
Parliamentary  Elections— Illiterate  Vetera, 

1766 
Political  Meetings— Speech  of  Mr.  J.  Mor- 

ley  at  Chelmaford,  903 
Prisons— Monntjoy  Convict  Prison,  598 : — 

Suicides  in  Galway  Gaol.  589 
Public  Meetings— Speech  of    Mr.  0.   11. 

Smith  at  Newry.  1369 
Rafllee  for  Land  of  Protestant  Landlords, 

1519 
Registrar  Geoerart  Department,  899,  900, 

1894 
Reprcaentation  of  the  People  Act  (1884)— 

DefeetiTo  Retnroa,  1201 
SaTinp  in  Ireland-* RoporU,  1331 

iomU 


MOB       MOB 


MousT,  Weill  Q««.  J 

Sm  u4  Com*  ritlnr<ti  (Mtfwutm  af  lU 
Pofto  FttUraMtt.  1191  r^lUfort  ol  lU 
OoMflilwtoo  Ml  TrmvUttf,  $99 

8««4  lUt*.  ISU 

1594«  1A94 
SUto  ol  lr»Utt4  ^  CluirM  afsiMi  B»«r» 

ftnej   M#«  ai  CofMaa*,   Co.  Covmi. 
994 
ToMBU  or  GUU  LmkU»  U8i 

IrolMi4— Crtmo  ao4  Ootrmgo^QoMlioQi 
AUcmI  OotrsffM  ol  iU«lifer4»to«a,  CloM- 

kiliy.  Co.  Cork,  HS5 
Alloff^  Ootrmfoo  ooor  Doodolk.  1519 
Fiotttlou  Oolrofoo,  Movtllo,  Co.  t^oMfol, 

1900 
Molieiooo  Bsratof  ol  HowmmcIo  Wool*  Co. 

Limorkk^CoiB^ooMtioo.  lOtl 
Ootrm|o  opoo  K«a«Ut  M'Sootoj,  1799 
Riol  ol  Anoofb.  10)1 
Riol  ol  ClooM.  Co.  Mooofhoa,  1091,  1599 

IroUo4— EvMlioo*— i^oottlooo 
1929 
Coto  of  tko  Wi4ov  AoM  Show,  Co 

fkoo.  1799 
Co.  Tjrooo,  1999 

Eoi^oymeoi  of  MiliUry  Poroo*  —  Rol 
for  1*%«4|.S.  1011 
Irtloo4->Lon<)loH  ood  Trooot  —Qocotioot 
EiUU  or  (oloool  (Iifo.  977 
Mr.   11.    M'liooff»;l.   Afvnl  to  IIm    Cor. 
mootuwii  Ktuu.  Co.  MooU,  UOi,  ISO! 
Mr.  Mkhool  t/Mh,  Uoma,  Co.  Gotooj. 

1197 
TIm  Ktof«ioo  K»U1e.  H<0 
Irttood^l^w  oad  Jo»tioo-~QoM4ioot 

Com  of  Morgoa  Bnoo.  Cork  WloUr  ▲•• 

ttlr*.  \,v*9 
C*«o  of  Uicboel  .Slorty,  9^1 
Kirinf  ot  iHo    lVrK>o  —  Vhm  pi  Robert 
Co»|i«>r  oo4  J.  O.  hlMkUv.  1370 
IrtUo4— ^itticrj  iVrvood  lUfboar*— >KMCk» 
low  Hfo4,  Groiifr,  Co.  S.i|o,  1017 
Work*     ol     K>i;«t<iuff    oo4    Poioooiock. 
Co.  Mmj;  1}09 
IfoUo4-r»or«oo4  Hot booro- QooMioM 
Atklow  liorboor  Work*,  Ml 
Uorboor  Workt  ol  Uowrg aI,  1371 ;  ^  Coo- 
telle  ao4  Kilkomo,  Co.  Golwaj.  1999 
IfoUad^roor  Low— gortt loot 

AnBOfb  L'fiioo  -*  lUMovml  of  o  Paopr  bf 

Ibo  R«>:iof  inf  OA(«r.  1793 
Kir^iioo   or  Uoanluot^Mr.  Jott^   1>. 
Gr»4T,  C:wk  of  tbo  <*ofOO  toioo,  UH. 
1^93 
Oot.9oor  R«:»of.  Iii4 
livUo4— Hofol  In*b(*oo«Ub«Ury»V|oM<i 
AllcfH  lhMr^«r  —  Coo4ooi  of  Pol- 
B«ooot«bri4fo.  Co.  KiikMOj,  1199 
Eauo  To*. CO  ol  CloMo  Poir,  Co.  M< 

fkAO,  1«mJ 
Forro  ol  Mtti!>rfor.  1013 
TolMw  Bftrrook  ol  M«oo*«UiJ/,  Co.  D< 
f»l.  l^-» 
Irrlso4-l  fici»ooo~CoM  ortb«  WMow  Ai 

Sbow,  Co.  Mooagboo.  Rrt.  T19 
Irrloo4  —  Moiotrooooo  of  Sociol  Or4ir,  Ros. 

1999 
Ubaourt  rIroUo4)  Aila    AmmimmK    ^^' 
19U»  1919 
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J99a 

MoauT.  Rigbl  Oo«.  J.    t»td. 
Im4  Raa4olpb  Cboroblira  Vltii  !•  Boi«iM, 


TIT : »  SoomIi  ^  F.tlfo  PoHUaMaUry  tC« 
I.  fUT  ;-.r 


Rtlro  Polioo,  1999 
Parlioaool^  Qaooa's  SpMob.  AMma  la  Aa« 

•worlo,99T 
PaHiaflM«Ur7  RIottioM  •-  Ual  of  Cloiaw  to 

Voto  of  ibo  Dablia  Port  aa4  Uooks  BmH. 


11 


iaIfalaaJ,9lO, 


SoMly  —  Coaalabalary  Pi 
919 

Coooty  Coort  Ofloort,  Ao.  Iroload,  TM 
Pablio  Edoooitoa,  IroUad,  111  I 
Tooart  or  Towa  UoaiM  ,'lrvlaad  ,  IR.  1199 

MoRLiY,  Mr.  Arnold  (SoortUvy  to  the 
TroRoary).  N9iUm§kam^  E. 
Iiwloa4^PoM  OdUo— Tbo  PiifiHirat  Bala. 

1379,  17&3 
Parinaiaat     Adjoora— al,  999 


Mmmm     Sisis  •f  ik$  A'moim 

QaoMloa,  Mr.  W.  J.  Corbot ;  Aaovor.  Tbo 
Uo9«r  Saaralary  of  8Uto  Ibr  PorMfm  Al> 
lain  (Mr.  Bttco)  Fth  99, 1999 

MovRT  •  Edoccmbs,     ErH    of    (  Lord 

Scoward  of  tho  noa9«»hold , 
P9rlioaioat~qooM*t  Sproob— Uor  M^|«ly'a 
Aaowor  to  Ibo  AAlma,  931 


MoiTBRAT,  Bighl  Hoo.  Sir  J.  B..  Ox/W i/ 

Eeclotiootieol  Coaiaitokloaofa  —  Ertraordlaary 

Tttbo.  987 
Fori  10— at  ■■  EUotioa  of  a  Spookor,  9 
Po/luaMot^Comaitttroor.VWotioo,  Koaiina* 

ttott  UCommittro,  411.  Ill  :  AMOodl.  419 
PoImo  oad  RoaiUry  Rof  oUiioao,  1397 
Pool  oaat    Tbo  Coiftftiiioi,  1999 


Mcui»LLA3rn,     Mr.    11.    L.*     Lmim- 

Uboortri   (Irrload)   AoU    Aflwateoal,    9R. 

1999.  1999 
LaM  Parabaao  (IroUad)  Aot.  1791 

Mi'5t>ELLA,  Right  Hon.  A.J.   Prondti&t 
of  tho  Board  of  Trmdo  .   5iUJU/^. 
Brifkimds 
IkrproMioo  of  Trodo  aad  ladaalrj— Tbo  Co«» 

miMioA  of  lo^oiry,  7H.TI3 
E!«c«rto  1  ifbtiof  AH,  1999  »  ProtiMoaal  or 

Pnroto  bi'.lt,  1799 
iMartitioa  of  Irttb  ColtIo  «->  Tbo  MaaUljr 

lUtarmt.  1791 
IroUod  ^  CoMoiiMloam  of  Iriab  Ufbto  — 
Ufblboooi  Korptrt,  1019 
UibibooMo  -^  Aliowdoooo  of  Xatfora  at 
Uiriao  5«rf  wo  oo  ^oadi^jt,  aad  Edaaa 
lioo  of  Ct'idroa.  19^ 
Pro«.oo«or  fWrvooU,  1371 
tjil^Mr  Su(iMir«.  R««.  179T,  1904 
tow  ood  Jo*l-««  —  Cooipoaoutoa  to8< 

WiiMoaro.  U"*l 
Mi.«U>d  K«il««y.  9R.  19T9,  I9T9,  I9TT 
Roi:wofo- Aocidrot  ol  Atb|  SUUoa,  H 
1199 


[«i.l. 


MUN 
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HuniiLLA,  Rifbt  Hod.  A.  J.— ««ii<. 

Saving!  Banks  Reiarns(  England  and  Scotland), 

1761 
Scotland —  Qarbonn —  Invergorden  Harbonr, 

1753 
Trade  and  Commerce— Faltelj  Marked  Gh>od8, 

1544  ;  —  Imports  of  Batter  and  Butterine, 

1031 
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30a. 

Natt— floiU. 

Soyal  y«dU  •*  Oihovnt:*  Qoestion,  Mr.  Goar- 
ley ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty (Mr.  Hibbort)  Fth  99,  878 

ShiphuUdxng  on  the  T^im,  <^Destion,  Mr. 
Broadharst ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  |iho 
Admiralty  (Lord  Georgo  Hamilton)  Jan  t^^ 


Municipal  Bovndaries  (Dablin)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Chane$^  Mr,  T,  D,  Sullivan,  Mr,  Sdmond 
Dwy^r  Gray,  Mr,  Timothy  Harrington, 
Mr,  Murphy) 
e.  Ordered ;  read  l""  •  Jan  99  [Bill  SO] 

Mmiicipal  Fnuicbise  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Jamti  O'Brien,  Mr,  Timothy  Harrington, 
Mr,  Siehard  Power,  Mr,  Mayne,  Mr, 
Feter  McDonald) 
e.  Ordered  ;  Nad  1*  •  Jan  99  [BUI  9] 

Monieipal  FranduM  (Ireland}  (No.  2) 

Bill  (JTr.  Johnston,  Mr,  De  Cobain) 

0.  Ordered ;  road  1«  •  Jan  99  [Bill  75] 

HxTBFHT,  Mr.  W.  M.,  Ihihlin,  8i.  Pairtck's 
Ireland — Royal  Irish  Constabnlary  —  Clothing 
Contracts,  1884 

Napier  of  Maodala,  Lord 
Kingdom  of  Ava,  Bos.  8(U( 

Jfationat  Ptavident  Inmrance 

Select  Committee  appointed,  "  to  ioaaire  into 
the  best  system  of  National  Provident  In- 
suranoe  against  Pauperism  '*  {Sir  Herbert 
MoMweU)  Feb  95 

National  Soliool  Teachers  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Jfr.  WilUam  (TBrien,  Mr.  Justin  Huntly 
McCarthy,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Bdmond 
Jhoyer  Gray,  Mr.  Conway) 
€.  Ordoffod ;  read  1*  •  Jan  92  [BUI  19] 

Natt        ( Qusittom) 

AdmiraUy-^Natfal  Pennons,  Qnestion,  (Tap- 
tain  Prioe ;  Answer,  The  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admimlty  (Mr.  R.  W.  Duff)  Feb  95, 1905  : 
— Sale  qf  Surplus  and  Unserviceable  Stores, 
Question,  Sir  Roper  I^tbbrldge;  Answer, 
The  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance  (Mr. 
Woodall)  F^  93.  1030 

JSnendiiure,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Petroe  ;  Answer, 
The  SecreUry  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Hib- 
bert)  Jfer  4,  1909 

Haulbowlins  Dock  (Cork  Harbour),  Qaestions, 
Mr  Lane;  Answers.  The  CivU  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Mr.  K.  W.  Dnff)  Feb  95,  1903 

HJf,S.  -  BelUrophon;'  Question,  Sir  John 
Gorst ;  Answer,  The  Seoretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty (Mr.  Ilibbert)  Afar  9.  1767 

Queeti's  Regulations,  Ths^Promotion  of  Sm- 
men.  Question^  Captain  Vemey  ;  Answer, 
The  SecreUry  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Hlb- 
beH)Jfar4, 1914 

[oonfi 


313 

Special  Promotions,  Question,  Captain  Tor- 
ney ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
rslty  (Mr.  Hibbert)  Mar  2,  1764 

Side  Arms — Supply  of  Cutlasses,  Qnestioo, 
l)r.  Cameron ;  Answer,  The  Surveyor  Ge- 
neral of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Woodall)  Feb  98, 
1381 

Use  of  a  Ounboat  by  a  Resident  Magistrals  ai 
Bantry,  Question,  Mr.  T.  C.  Harrington : 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Hibbert)  Afar  I,  1538 

Napy — Cciut  Defeneee 
Moved,  <*  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
Reports  of  Admiral  Hamilton  or  of  any  other 
ofllcer  commissioned  to  inqoire  into  Coast 
Defences  and  the  Royal  Naval  Volunteer 
Artillery  Corps  "(7%0  Viscount  Sidmouth) 
Feb  23,  1008;  after  short  debate.  Motion 
withdrawn 


New    Forest,   Ths—JMHaiion  •f  ffoUp 
Treei 
Question,  Mr.  W.  H.  James ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasary   (Mr.   Henrr   U. 
Fowler)  Feb  95, 1911 

Nswhbs,  Mr.  O.,  Cambridge,  B,,  NihP^ 
market 
Public  Meetings  —  Speech  of  Lord  Randolph 
ChurchUl  at  Belfast.  1924 

New  Zmland^Tha  TVeaiy  of  WaiUmgi 
Question,  Sir  John  Gorst ;  Ansvrer,The  Under 
Seoretary  of  State  lor  the  Colonies  (Mr. 
Osborne  Morgan)  Mar  4,  1884 

NoLAir,  Oilonel  J.  P.,  Oalmag,  N. 
Harbours  of  Refuge,  1038 
Imperial  Revenue  (Ireland  aad  Great  Britain^ 
Res.  1070 

Ireland — Questions 

Landlord  and  Tenant  —  Estate  of  Coloeel 

Olive,  876 
Post  Office— Galway  Mails.  1535 
Sea  and  Coast  Pisheriefl  —  Trawling  in 

Galway  Bay,  307. 902 
Seed  Supply  Aet  --  Fourth  Instalment  of 

Rate —  PoetpoaeBsent  of  Paymeat»  818, 

903. 1534, 1894 

Post  Ofloe— Telegraphic  AddrMses,  1890 
Supply — Dover  Harbour.  744,  750 
Orange  River  Territory.  Ac.  1631 
Post  usee,  1383.  1984 
Town   Holdings,  Motion  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, 1804 
Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigatton»  Motioa 
for  Leaver  1059 
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NoLAsr»  Mr.  J.,  L$uiA,  N. 

JraUM— CriiM  And    0«ir»ft^AlMfv<l   Oat- 

rmgM  ttMr  I>«iHUtk.  UI9 
Uboorvn    (trtUnd)  AeU    AoMttdoMol,    SR, 

l«i4.V  10M,  ldJ7 

Noftfttt,  Mr  B.  S.,  r^ir^r  HumMs,  Limi- 

Mr.  BrmdUafH.  1001 
ParliMBtot->BotiiM«  of  Um  IIoom,  0<)3 

NoftTBBKOox,  Earl  of 

KiagaoM  of  Ata,  Km.  B5^ 

NomruroTt,  Uoa.  H.  S.    Financial  Se- 
cret anr,  War  I^opartniont  ,  KxtUr 
Army  (lhMt|»lin«)  ~-  Ihtordort  m  Mfa*!  Bar- 
raolM,  505 
Qtt«rt«rma«Urt,  4tl 
Riehmoo4  BarrBokt,  Dvblin,  111 
TMticf  of  Sid«onM— UoCtotifo  B«]roci«tt, 
411) 
War  Ottoo  —  Powder  Mafotiao  at  BcmttJo. 
4H 

After  Ruifn€U9n 

KWtrio  t.'ffliuaff  Aot,  144)  _  t'roritiOMi  or 

Prtvmttf  Uult«  1763 
pAriiAmoat — Hoblio  B«oiMO«.  li<7 
Poa  OAoo-Poot  C*r4«.  1524 

Nomniy,  Mr.  R.,  Ktni,  Tmmhridfi 

Poor  L*ir— t>trifA(ifeSot(lcaMOt«»  t5iU 

OatliiBiU 

{Mr,  SerjHmi  5i««t.  Jfr.  Si^mOtd,  Mr,  Urmem^. 

Mr.  Ck4rU»  RtutU,  Mr,  CA^mmtrnj 

r.  CoAti4rrr4  lo  Cooimitlro ;  Ko««»l«tiAO  mgr9t4 
to.  «n4  r«porto4  ;  BiU  ord*n:4  .  rp\d  1*  * 
Jdi«  7i  [Bill  64^ 

0*Bhic?r.  Mr.  J.  F.  X..  Mapo,  S, 

ImmtuiI  IUvoooo  <  lrtU»4  ao4  Uroot  HnuiM. 

Km.  1044 
S*ttng«  BAokt  Rot«r«i    Kfvftao4  aa4   SooI* 

Uo4  .  17«1 

0*Baixx,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Tipi^r^rf,  *V. 

IrrUod  ^  l^v  aad  JMt<#  —  Ca**  of  Morgao 
Brtoo,  Cork  Winter  AM>tr«.  U-*0 

0*Baie5,  Mr.  W..  T^rons,  S, 

i»l«bo  LAo4t  ~-  PorrKatr*  anirr  tl.t*  l:kn  < 
Art  ol  |4e9.  3<>9:  ^  Irnaott  of.   ItTi. 
It^-I 
MainfrooMO  of  HoeUl  Or4rr  (lr»l*iia<.  Boo 
1931.  lOJl,  19«l 


*  0*Co«Boo,  Mr.  A.-tfo«l. 

Il.fk  <*oort  of  Jaattco  — TKo  l.onf  Vaottioo, 
i^'><>  ;  —1  1m  Bor  Ulr»ry  lo  IIm  I ji«  Coortr. 
1301 

I      IrrUod— Qo^tiont 

j  I>«p>%rtm<*nt  <  f  iK*    Ref  tttrar  (8#iienii  — 

ScKrm*  of  R^-or^if  iivtioo,  l**!*! 
In  And  .Vavigatioo  ftixl  l>r»iiMi(«^Tbo  Uarv 

row.  ,l«<tf 
Local  Ooteromoot  Board  —  Report  of  la* 

•pertar  on  il»o   rr<»pA««i4    AaMifaOMtioo 

i»l  Tort  lone  of  tbe  l)o'>aofbaM>r«  I'aioo 

wiiK  |H«  CMobft  ol  Hotoroa  aad  Akbay- 

Int.  5MV 
LoriAtic  Atylama  — ^  Tho  Rraidont  Modical 

Saprriatoadoiit,    Lottorkooaj     Aaylom, 

1315 
Poor  l«a«— Al»bey:cit  L*oioa— Roliof  oftko 

l«»ko«rrr«.  134 
Pritoas     Moantj^y  Cootict  Priioa,  K*  ,— 

Saicidrt  la  (tAlaay  <»aol,  ^'^^ 
Royal   Inth  CootUbaUry-notliiaf  Toft* 

trarti.  l/>^5  .*-Pohe«   BartMk*  at  lleo- 

aacUad/,  Co.  Doaefal.  IHs?,  IstiO 

IMatar  Carnal  aad  Tjrooo  Nartfalioo.  Molioo 
for  t^rarr,  Molioa  for  Ailjoammrat,  1M# 

Supply— C<»attakalar3  Korea  la  IrrUad.  533  ; 
-Dottr  Uarkour.  713.  7«3 


0Toxxi»».  Mr.  J.,  Tipper^rf,  8. 

Irrlaad  —  Ctty  of  Cock  .Steam  Paokot  Com* 
paoy.-  BojooitiBf.*'  lOJd 


OToirsrom.  Mr.  T.  P..  Zir#r^oo/,  SMUmi 

B«:!%at  Mata  Draiaafo.  Hot.  171^.  1730 
Coal    Mine*   ReraUcioo    Act     1873)    A»ood* 

Meat,  3R.  1970 
Maintoataeo  of  ftoetal   Ordor  'IioUMJl  Roo. 

10:%.  1019.  1957.  1»0 
Maaritioa^AppoiatBeat  of  Mr  Cliibrd  Uoyd 

at  1  ualooant  (totemor.  893 
Par.taaont  -    Order  —  Arg««t«taUf«  Qooo* 

l.ont.  1190 
IN'tiral    Meriiitn  _  !lp«e«k   of   Mr.   Joka 

MorUy  at  ('Krlm»?ord.  90l  .-Hpoook  of  Mr. 

l.-oaaat  llofkra.at  ClM0t«r,l0l9 
Railway  Kaua.  hV4 
^»«pr<y^C*ooatjr  i'ovi  09km%  Ac.  Irolaad. 

^tt4 


0*lK>tiei.TT.  Mr.  J.  E..  lUm^si,  y. 

Irriftf-J  — Cr  m#  «i.  1  Oatr»|0—  KicCitiaaa  Oat. 
rarra.  Uo«    >.  (Vi.  Ifoatfal.  ]3(*0 
S<%  and  Coiai  KitherKO— Oriovaaco  of  tko 
KoyU  l-iiliermoa.  I1V3 


O'llixuoc.  Mr.  T..  r«f«»,  E. 

I       lrr'«nd  -  Paat  OOr*  ~  Parcel  Toot  —  R«ral 
l^titef  Camef«t  l'«*«9 


O'Cosrvoa.  Mr.  A..  Done^J,  E.  '  %t     «     ,  ,   -* 

Army  <  NappleaieaUry    eatioMlea,  1*>5.0.  -  ,•>  "»^.  «r.  P,    i^mtf^i,    W, 


War  ike  S:ore«  aad  Work*.  1411 
Coal    Miaea    Re(ttUttua    Aot  (l«»Tiy   Aaead- 

Bkeat.  3R    Ml9.  1^09 
i:aip;oy«fa*  luli.;ty  Act  (!«««* •  AaModiMSt, 

3H.  f.90,  llv»,  1114 

[ML 


lrr:>'d~Cr»tne  aa  I  Oalra|«  ~  **  Boycotted  ** 
CatiW  ~  C.(f  of  Cork  8teom  Paokot  Co«- 
paay.  1»0« 

takoafora  (IrrUadi  Aoia  Aatoda— I,  tfk. 
I«33 
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0*Kelly»  Mr.  J.,  Boneammon,  7^. 

Army — Effects  of  a  Deceased  Soldier-'Case  of 

Dennis  M'Donnell.  1545, 1510 
Burmah — Annexed  Territory,  The,  899 

Military   Ezccations — The   Provost   Mar- 
shal, 316 
Egypt— Questions 

British  Force  in  Egypt  and  the  Soadan, 

1534 
Operations  in  the  Soadan,  1391 
Port  of  Suakin,  1891,  1892 
War  in  the  Soudan — Garrison  at  Kassala, 
705      . 
Ireland — Landlord    and   Tenant — The    King- 
ston Estates,  1880 
I^ost  Offlco  at  CUsbagaoDy,  1546 
Law  and  Justice  (England) — Poblio   Elocu- 
tions, 1382 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  240 
Supply — Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scot- 
land, dsc.  703 

Onslow,  Earl  of 

Allotments,  Motion  for  a  Return,  813,  848 
Charitable  Trusts  (Allotments  Eitension  Act, 
1882),  Motion  for  a  Return,  1873 

OfiDNANCB  —  Sarveyor     Qeneral     (i## 
Wood  ALL,  Mr.  W.) 

Outlawries  Bill 

e.  Read  l«*/aii2l 

faetfie  ( WiuUm),  Islands  ofths-^Ths  A^ew 
Hebrides — see  title  WssUrn  Paeifie 

Paobt,  Sir  E.  H.,  Somerset,  WeiU 

Midland  Railway,  2R.  1674 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addresa  in  An- 
swer to,  463 

Palmkb,  Mr.  0.  M.,  Durham^  Jarrwo 
Spain— Commercial  Negotiations,  420 

Parish  Churches  Bill  [u l] 

(7*A#  Lwd  Bi$hop  of  Ptterbot^y^k) 
I  Presented  ;  read  I**  Jan  21  (No.  5) 

Paris  Industrial  Exhibition 

(^estion,  Mr.  Spensley ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.W.  E.  Gladstone) 
Mar  1,  1547 

parliament 

LORDS- 

MiiTiKQ  or  THB  Paruauint  Jan  12 

The  Session  of  Parliament  opened  by  Com- 
mission 

The  Commons  directed  to  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  some  proper  Person  to  be  their  Speaker 

A  Royai  VootmisiioH,  Speaker  of  the  Uouse  of 
Commons,  Presented  and  Approred  Jan  13, 
10 

Roll  of  xat  Lords — Garter  King  of  Arms 
attending,  delivered  at  the  Table  (in  the 
ttsual  manner  J  a  List  of  the  Lords  Temporal 

leonL 


Pabluuknt — LosM^tfetK. 

in  the  First  Session  of  the  Twenty-third 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  (No.  8) 
Jan  12, 3 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Sixteen  Repre- 
sentative Peers  for  Scotland,  delivered  and 
road  Jan  12,  4 

Clbrk  of  TBS  Paruam tRTs  —  Heorj  Graham, 
esquire,  appointed  to  the  OfBee  of  Clerk  of 
the  Parliaments,  vacant  by  ihe  death  of  Sir 
WillUm  Roee,  K.C.B.  Jan  12,  4 

l^et  ^ajc0ts'0  |Ko0t  (Sractotti  2pcccb 

The  Qutta  beinf  seated  on  the  Throne,  and 
the  Commons  being  at  the  Bar,  with  their 
Speaker,  The  Lord  Chancellor  delivered  Her 
Most  Gracious  Speech  to  both  Hooeea  of 
Parliament /an  21, 82 

The  Queen's  Speech  having  been  reported  by 
The  Lord  Charcbllob  ;  An  Addresa  to 
Hrb  Hajbstt  thereon  moved  by  The  Dnke 
of  AntRcoBR  (the  Motion  being  aeoonded  by 
The  Earl  of  Scarbrouor)  Jttn  21,  S6  ;  after 
debate.  Address  agreed  to,  newums  Ussen- 
tienU 

IIbr  Majistt's  Arswir  to  tbr  Abdbsbs 
reported  Jan  28.  531 

Address  and  Answer  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
published 

Cftatraian  of  Comnnttees^The  Earl  of  Redea- 
dale  appointed,  nemine  dissentienU,  to  take 
the  Chair  in  all  Committees  of  this  Honeo 
for  this  Session  Jan  21 

CommitUefor  Privileges — appointed  Jan  21 

SuihCotnmUUe  for  ike  JournaU  <—  appointed 
/an  21 

Appeal  Commtlftfe—appointed  Jan  21 

Receivers  and  Trifers  of  Ptftificfis^appoiated 
/on  21 

Standing  Orders  Cem«it/(etf  nominated  Feb  19  ; 
List  of  the  Committee,  703 

Commitiee  of  SeUeiion  nominated  Feb  10  :  Liat 
of  the  Commitiee,  704 

Office  of  the  CUrk  of  ike  ParKamtnls  and 
Ofee  of  ike  Genilenum  Usker  of  ike  Black 
IS^—Select  Committee  appointed  and  aomi- 
nated  Feb  26  ;  Liat  of  the  Committee,  1350 

EUciion  of  Representative  Peers  ferSeoitand^ 
Minnies  of  Meeting,  preeentcd  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table  Jan  21,  84 

Priraie  Bills 

All  Petitions  reUling  to  Standiof  Ordera 
which  shall  be  preeentcd  during  the  preeeni 
Session  rererred  to  the  SUnding  Ordera 
Committee  nnlesa  otherwise  orders^  Feb  10 

Parliament  —  Sir  WiUiam  Rase,  K.C.B. , 
late  Clerk  of  the  ParliamenU 
Moved  to  resolve  "  That  this  llonee  is  deeply 
sensible  of  the  toes  which  they  have  snstaioed 
by  the  death  of  Sir  William  Roae,  K.C.B.. 
the  late  Clerk  of  tbe  ParliamenU,  and  thiak 
it  right  to  record  the  just  sense  which  they 
entertain  of  the  teal,  ability,  diligence,  and 
integrity  with  which  he  etecnted  hie  im- 
portant  duties  in  that  and  other  oflket  in  the 
service  of  this  House  during  a  period  of  50 
years  "  ( Tke  Marquess  ^  SaHsbwy)  Jan  22, 
184 1  Motion  agreed  to,  momina  disaenHemU 
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P  ABUAM  1«T~  LoftM      owl. 

BBSiOXATiOy  OF  MtXISTSRS 

adjomroffd  till  Mood*/  Mil 
SfjUtOMnlef  Th«»  Mar^or**  of  Sftlub^ry  /V(  1, 

llooM  a/djoora«d  till  Moo4Ay  oeit  fV^  4, 5^5 

THR  \K  W^  Mi  MS  TB  Y 

On  lh«  MoCioo  of  Ejirl  Ormsf  ill*,  11o«m  a^* 
JottHMd  tiU  ThorWay  lb«  IHik  inaUst. 
eicopl  for  JttJic  aI  nutia#M  fVA  9,  M8 

Tub  Mixt«raii  op  thb  Riont  IIov.   W.  K 

(iL%D9T^>^t,   %•  l(»&MlbO>  TNI  AiitrTAXt  K 

ut  Oirii  M  \%  Kbskcabt  MM»  Ml 

rul  S'uteOMitt,  La/1  Grmaviii*  >Vi  H,  54 J  . 
«l«^al«  iJierooa 

PmriUmtnt — VfntMUU^n  •fik$  Bwu$ 

TiM  Earl  o(  Belmor* .  Aittvrr*  Tbo  Ftrvt 
roiniiii»t:on«r  of  Works  lb«  EatI  •f  Mor< 
l#t1  /VA  'ii,  SCfl 
Mofftti,  **  That  tho  efloeneo  of  John  Porey, 
K»qairr,  M.l).,  takm  Wfi'r«»  f)»o  >rU«i  Com- 
mmto  oo  tbo  OOeo  of  il  •  (*'.rrk  of  Um  Tar- 
llawota  anti  i>lAcr  of  llt«»  Umt^maa  L*»brr 
of  tlio  It.Ack  ItoU  la  t««t'on  l*«i*9.  bo  laid 
wpoo  ib4i  Tablo,  and  iKaI  tbo  aaaio  bo 
pnMt4  **  (  Ar  fuW  •/  Lt^rticl  M^tr  1. 
IMI  .  after  tbori  dobaio,  Uotioo  agmd  lo . 
to  bo  piiatod  (No.  ttt 

COMMONS. 

Matfiao  OP  ?•■   pAaUAMiar  Jtm  IS.  5 

A  ItoAk  eooiainmf  a  l.itt  of  tho  !€am^  of  tbo 
M«mWr«  rrturtt«i|  in  •rrvo  in  tbi»  l*arli«- 
mrnt  •  f.irrrvd  to  S.r  Ibomta  Enbioo  May 
hf  Kc*t4*tb  Aoffutfat  \|«i.r  Micbeosio, 
t^irrb  of  tho  Cr<-va  la  Chiooory  la  Urral 
lUiUia  'Hoo  RolU  of  Loraa.  att4  U«4  of 
tbo  Commont] 

Mrt«Af<»    fffom    Tb«    Loa*f    Comiftai^Bimt 

y^'i  It.  4 
Tbo  lloo««  vent  «p  to  t}>o  llooto  of  Paor*  : 

and  U.n|  rrtarc^U^li.o   Iloato  proetodoU 

to  tho 

Tbo  HiffM  tlofiftorabU  .Irt^'ir  Wr;:«*«loy  Pe«>l 
anaaiiiioo*!/  ca.U4  to  tUe  (  sair  ^-j^  IJ,  A 

Mr.  ^r■Aaul  ropott«4  Ilor  M«}oaty*«  Appcotal. 
ab4  tookaod  aobMriboJ  tbo  Oalb  J^m   13. 

HurU^m^trntarp  Oili  [Mr.  BrmMsm^)  , 

Lotirro  ri«oiro4  bf   Mr.   ftpoakor  fio«ii  !**<■ 
<'h«n<<or.or  of  ilo   Ktrbr^oer  (^ir  %li«^»«' 
11  «kf.lWa;h  .  Mr   Hoar;  Tro.I  Ra*koo.  ar  J 
Sir  Joba    II.   K^aaaoa/   Jtm   \$,  31  ;    Itic 
Krtry  to  tbo  Vo<o«,  t4  i 

Qaoactoaa,  Mr    Raikr*.  Mr  t.abo«eboro  :   Aa*  . 
tworo,    TNo    Chaor    .  tt  of  tbo    Etobr^oor  ' 
Jmm  SA.  4  0  :  tjoroiton,  Mr.   Xomf :   Aa- 
»w«T.  Tbo    tttor-of  Goacril  (Mr.  Cb*rl«a 
RoMr.l)  J#jr  4.  IMl 


pABUAMaar—  Coiaio«a~^<Mif. 

iViri/r<KA~Ordoro4.  Tbai  a  ComaiUtM  of  Pn* 

«il4»foo  bo  appoinlr4  Jam  91 
Pmhfif  /'r/i/i^Mif  -  Select    Cooimitloo  apfoiato4 

JitH  SA  :  litl  of  tbo  Coamittoo.  409 
^tM^l'ni/     i>r-hrt  —  Solrrt     rommittrr   BOOll- 

aatod  Jam  36  :  l.itt  of  tbo  Coi^mittoo,  107 

C^mmiUtt  o/  S<liHi.m 

MoTod,  **  Tbai  tbo  Committoo  of  Vlrelioa  do 
eonvttt  of  ,NiiM»  M«*rn'KTt**  (^V  yoAo  R, 
M  u&r.f«  J»m  M.  407  ;  aflor  tbort  d^balo. 
Morod.  *'  That  tbo  1  Vbato  bo  aow  ad)oarBod  ** 
..Vr.  J,  ir.  HtM^Uyt,  a'lor  fortbor  tbori 
•IrbAto,  t^ortiioo  pot;  A.  43,  N.  999 1 
M.3AA;  1».  L  }) 
Orifinal  (^ur^tioa  pBt.  aad  afroo«l  lo 
Motod,  "  I  bat  tbo  Ba«o  of  Lord  Kdvard 
OArrn<li»h  bo  pl«erd  opoa  tbo  rovmittoo** 
{'^tr  J*  *m  a.  Jlf««rAroy) .  aftor  tbort  drUtto, 
t^oettioo  pBt.  aad  agrrod  to;  l4at  of  tbo 
CoBiBlttoo,  41 A 

Ptt mi tmi$  —  Mrti  Coflimtttoo  Bpfointod  and 
BMBloaiod  /rA  lA :  LtU  of  tbo  i'o«ttlltoo, 
A«3 

IkilrAra  am  i  RtfrtBKmfnt  Ratm^^ilhmt ./  i\  m. 
M-YM^^^Comomtoo  apfoinird  aad  aooiiBalod 
/V^  li  :  Liat  of  tbo  Cooimttlffo.  1007 

THE  QrKEVS  SPKF.<  II 

Adiftit  M   fhr  Uf^9*y,    Mot  wo   of 
iiior.lt,  Mr.  Jrtto  Cu^iof*,  Mr.  ),  W. 
cUy.  Mr.  iUaler  Jtm  il,  t»rt 

Tbo  t)riB«*t  SraiCB  batiaf  broa  rrporiod  by 
Mr.  ^poaVrr :  Aa  bamtlo  A>liro«o  tborooB 
■K>«cd    by    Viaoooat   t  rasoa    ^ibo    Moiio* 


Bar- 


botoff  loooaJod  by  Mr.  lloctfttvosTB) ^.la  31 , 
A7  ;  Aftor  loag  4«bato.  Movod.  **  That  tbo 
l»obAlo  bo  BOW  a«ij.>or«od  **  (Ifr.  .St^Im  > ; 
t^oootioB  pBt,  aad  afrood  lo  ;  UobaU  ad* 
loaraod 

Dobato  ro«BBiod  Sf«ood  Nifbt;  Jam  99,  103  ; 
aftor  lo»g  dobato.  Dobato  fortbor  adjooraod 

iWbAto  rtooBMd  1 T  bird  .Nigbt)  «/«•  95.  591 

Ameifit      at     rail    of    Atb    parafrapb.     aAd 

*'  I'altbt*  llooM  bomb./   oipr IB  liar 

Ma)«  ftf  tboir  rofroi  ibai  lb*  Rot OBBOO  of 
likiita  Kavo  bora  appliod  lo  dofray  Ibo  ot« 
prntro  of  tbo  mttiUry  oporalJOBt  carrttd  ob 
la  tbo  KiPf  'om  of  Ava,  vilboBl  Ibo  coawl 
of  ParliABKot  aa  ra^airod  by  *  Tbo  (iofora- 
•robt  of  la«l.ft  Art.  |*M'*'  Mr.  UmmterU 
:>J\  :  Mortti.a  propoMd.  *«  Tbai  tl 
»«rd*  U  tiiero  added  i'*  afW 
AM«n  It.  «iiii.4ra«a 

Am-O'H  to  ihtrrt,  afcrr  **  AfTttfallBfo.**  la  II  lb 
pAfAirApb  "Abd  LamWy  to  ripiaaiat  Ibo 
prYM.iif  ar<rt«.ty  lof  •rooriof  «itbo«l 
i!< :«/  to  iK^  crf  tif  AtBTO  of  tbo  o>hI  oaob  cbb* 
«i.t  Off  of  ivaoro  a*  viit  aid  aad  OBooBrafo 
t'  m  to  OMvt  U.^  aov  aad  Iryiaf  oirvBin- 
t*aprrt  la  •!<  4*b  tb^  AffKolloro  bI  Ibo 
r.^jit'f  i«   p'  <-  d"      1/r.    HtreU^  ,   549; 


t^  i#«t-'ia    ^•poM 


Ib%l  I 


lKr.«:awrt<d  .  '  af  rr  dvbatr,  Movod.  **  Tbai 
lb*  Wb»le  U  aoo  a^j  oraod '*  l5cr  RifLtfii 
Tf^f  '/) .  I'.er  fortbor  abcrt  debate.  MoUob 
with4rmoB 
Wbomiob  afAto  propoaod.  ''Tbai  ILbm  VBfda 
bo  iboro  ibtortod,  *  594 ;  bAbt  itefft  Aibalib 
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Moved,    "  That  the    Debate    bo    now    ad- 

joarncd  "  {Mr»  Kxmber) ;  Question  put,  and 

negatived 
Question  put,  **That  those  words  be    there 

inserted;"  A.    183,  N.  211;  M.   28;   Div 

List,  A.  d(  N.  400 
Main  Question  proposed  ;  Moved,  **  That  the 

Debate    be    now   adjourned  '*    (Jfr.    Jtite 

Collingt) ;    Question  put,  and  ai^reed   to  : 

Debate  adjourned 

Debate  resumed  [Fourth  Night]  Jan  26,  442 

Amendt.  to  insert,  after  "  transient,"  in  11th 
paragraph,  "but  this  House  humbly  ex- 
presses its  regret  that  no  measures  are 
announced  by  11  er  Majesty  for  the  present 
relief  of  these  classes,  and  cspeoiallj  for 
affording  facilities  to  the  agricultural  la- 
bourers and  others  in  the  rural  districts  to 
obtain  allotments  and  small  holdings  on 
equitable  terms  as  to  rent  and  securitj  of 
tenure"  {Mr,  JetieCoHingt),  443;  Question 
proposed,  '<  That  those  words  be  there  in- 
serted ; "  after  long  debate.  Question  put  ; 
A.  329.  N.  200  ;  M.  79 ;  Div  List,  A.  A  N.  625 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  proposed 
After  short  debate.  Moved,  **  That  the  Debate 
be  adjourned  t  ill  Thursday  "(if r.  Chaneelhr 
of  the  Exchequer) ;  Question  put,  and  agreed 
to 
Moved,  "  That  this  House,  at  the  rising  of  the 
House  this  day,  do  adjourn  till  Thursday  " 
{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  Sir  Miehael 
Bicki' Beach) ;  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Personal  Explanation,  Mr.  Llewellyn  Fei  18, 

606 
Debate  resumed  [Fifth  Night]  Feb  18,  607 
After  debate,  Amendt.  at  end  of  Iffth  para- 
graph, insert  "  This  House  humbly  expresses 
its  regret  that  in  Her  Mnjesty's  Graeious 
Speech  the  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
people  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scot- 
land is  of  a  vague  and  indefinite  cbsracter, 
and  contains  no  satisfactory  anu ranee  that 
such  LegisLition  as  the  serious  nature  of  the 
case  demands  will  be  undertaken,  and  is  of 
opinion  that,  until  a  Land  Bill  dealing  in  a 
comprehensive  manner  with  the  proved  and 
admitted  grievances  of  the  Highland  People 
has  been  passed  into  I  aw,  the  Civti  or  Mili- 
tary Forces  of  the  Crown  should  not  be  em- 
ployed to  evict    those    People  from   their 
hereditary  homes  "  (Jfr.  Maefarlane),  642 : 
Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be 
there  inserted  ; "  after  further  debate.  Ques- 
tion put :  A.  104,  N.  234  ;  M.  130  (D.  L.  4) 
Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to 
Committee  appointed,  to  draw  up  an  Address 
to  be  presented  to  Her  Msjesty  gpon  the  said 
Resolution  ;  List  of  the  Committee,  663 

Report  of  Address  brought  op,  and  read  Frh 
18,  663  :  after  short  debate,  Addrets  agreed 
to 

Her  Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Addren  reported 
/>^  22,  911 

Condition  0/  Ireland,  Question,  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Eseheqner  (Sir  Michael  Hicka-Beaob) 
Jail  36,  310 

[omL 


Parliambkt— CouMOiis — eont» 
BUSIXRSS  OF  THE  ROD  SB 

Questions,  Mr.  Woodall,  Mr.  Laboueliero,  Mr. 
Gladstone,  Mr.  Joseph  Cowen,  Mr.  Pamell ; 
Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Sir  Michael  Hteks- Beach),  Mr.  Speaker 
Jcin  26.  429 

New  Rules  0/  ProeedHre,  Notice  of  Reiola- 
tions,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Jan  21,  86  ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Ralkes ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Michael  Hieka-Beacb) 
Jan  25,  320 

Iniroduetion  of  PubHe  Bills,  Observations,  Mr* 
Joseph  Cowen,  The  Chaneellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach) /oh  22,  192 

BUSIXESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 

Moved,  *'  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  re- 
suming  the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress,  in  Answer  to  Her  Majesty's  Most 
Gracious  Speeeh,  have  precedence,  this  day, 
over  the  Notices  of  Motion "  ( The  Chan- 
eelhr of  the  Exchequer,  Sir  Michael  Hieke- 
Beach)  Jan  26,  431 

After  short  debate,  Amendt.  to  leave  oat  all 
after  "  preeedeooe "  to  end  of  Qaeatloo, 
add  <*  on  all  days  on  which  it  is  set  down 
over  Notioet  of  Motions  and  Orders  of  the 
Day"  {Mr.  ParneU);  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  words,  Ao. ; "  after  further  short 
debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 

Amendt.  at  end  of  Question,  add  '*and  To- 
mono  w  over  other  Orders  of  the  Day  and 
the  Notices  of  Motions  "  {Sir  William  Har- 
court);  Qnettion,  '«Tbat  those  words  bo 
there  added,"  pat,  and  agreed  to 

Main  Question,  at  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to 

PRiVA  TE  BILLS 

Ordered.  "That  the  Chairman  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  have  leave 
to  seek  a  Conference  with  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  of  the  House  ol  Lords,  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  (under  Standing 
Order  79),  in  which  House  of  Parliament  the 
respective  Private  Bills  should  be  first  con- 
sidered, and  to  report  the  same  to  the 
House  '*  {Sir  John  Motthrag)  Jan  28 

PoUee  and  Saniiaru  Regulations  —  Muni^ 
cipal  and  Local  AnihortUes,  Moved, 
"That  the  GommitCoe  of  Seloeiioo  do 
appoint  a  Committee  not  oxecoding  ntno 
Members,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all 
Private  Bills  promoted  by  Municipal  and 
other  Local  Authorities,  by  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  create  powers  relating  to  Police  or 
Sanitary  Regulations  which  deviate  /rom, 
or  are  In  extension  of,  or  repugnant  to,  the 
General  law 

That  Standing  Order  173a  shall  be  applicable 
to  all  Bills  referred  to  the  said  Committee 

That  the  Committee  have  power  to  tend  for 
persons,  papers,  and  recorda 

That  Five  be  the  qaomm  *'  ( Jfr.  Broadhmrsi) 
Feb  26.  1361 :  Mofed.  •*  That  the  Oebste 
be  now  adjourned"  (Jfr.  Sextan);  alUr 
short  debate.  Motion  withdmvo 

Main  Question  pat,  and  ngcud  lo 

[eenf. 
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Pamj  AMBvt  ^Ccntmon* 
RKStOXAnoX  OF  MtXrSTKRsS 

SMrm^fmt  of  S,f  UifA^f  Hirks-Pratk,  Ckmm^ 
e*th  r  if  ik^  Ejtrktifuer 

MoTvii,  **'Tluit  thit  llottttf.  at  1(8  H«inff.  <?o  ail- 
joorn  nil  Mooilar  ocit"  (  Mr.  rk^ntfV  .r  «./ 
the  tlifKf^jnrr)  J^n  39,  633;  Qoettioa  pat. 
and  agrvfd  (o 

SuttMrmt «  f  lk<  CU.tit€ffUr  of  M«  Ksfkr  jn^r 

Mof«d,  "  lUat  (hit  ll^Mt  vill,  at  tb*  riting  of 
ibo  iIoo«9  till*  4«f ,  adjoora  tiU  Thar^iUj** 
<i/r.  CMamrtifor  cf  rA<  Sstkr^fmtr}  Fr6  I, 
631;  V)ttf»lion  put,  aa4  agr««d  to 

rir«  .vKr  MtxtsTRT 

Moted.  "That  this  Hoota  wilt,  at  tba  H«lnf 
ol  Iha  lloata  tblt d%7,  adjnonitiU  Satardav, 
at  Thrr«  of  lh«  riork  **  Vr.  JrN#'«|  IT-rZ/y. 
Srrrrf,try  fo  tif  Trhunry}  Fth  4»  536; 
t^uMiioo  put,  and  Afn««4  to 

On  Moitoa  of  \\v  StrtttArf  to  ikt  Tttminry 
lIouM  a«ljottrft«4  till  Tharadaj  l^tk  Fab* 
roarj  fci  «i 

Tiir  MiM»Tni  oi  tmk  Uiobt  IIov.  W.  E. 

terul  MairiMnt,  'n»«  Kirtt  l.ord  of  tb« 
Trrntory  (Mr.  W.  K.  (Stadtlonc):  ()(>M*rTn. 
ttoat.Mr  Micha*!  Hick*. Beach  /V^  H.  581 

Ordered,  lh%t  thf  TUrk  of  tU  Crwa  do  at- 
Ubd  ih.8  llooM  lorihvttb  vilb  tbe  U*t  IU> 
torn  for  \\»o  St.  Aadrov*  (ht(n«t  of  Horglia, 
ao-i  amend  tHe  Mme  by  lUiki'if  oot  |b« 
na'i  «*  of  Strplt^n  W,.  amt^n,  e*<|a 
!».  ^•*'» 

Ihi^   (*l<»fk  of  ti.*  Orooa  atttr.dmg, 
\\x*  Mm^  accorJi'.gl/ 

Or/^r^».4rt7«Mmriifii<  Q«/4htiM,  Notk«  of 
(diir«l.on.  roioDcl  WTortnf ;  t^o#ot»oo«,  Mr. 
Sutton.  Mr    T    P.  O'r'>i)nor ;  Aat«^r«,  Mr. 

««(w«krr  Ff^  39.  1 1»«» 


ff«  fV» 


Ftt^U^'-'imUrftrtmtt  mf  Ft€t$  tn  Eit«ii*mof 


M4wtUr9  •/  fAt«  //mm#.  (joMtioAa,  Mr. 
J.  CoriMt,  Mr.  T.  M.  IImIj  ;  Amvot*.  Tbo 
Attom^f  G#aonil(Mr.  rbartoa  HoMv'l  AV5 
33.  •«•««;  gotf^ioa*.  Mr.  T.  U  IWlii>a. 
('ol«i»9l  Broo4A#;d :  Aaavort,  Tbo  Atiorooy 
tf#n«r«i  iMr.  i  baHr«  Haaatily  JT^r  I,  1515 

QoeMioa,  la  Staaliof  Ordor  |4J4,  U  Um  If. 
mf'9t  tho  word  *'  M«<ro^ia."  lo  Iravo  ool 
lb#  oordt  **or  VoiUnd,"  p«i.  and  afrtod  to 
F*^  35»  nS4  ;  qoomoa.  m  liao  5o.  af lor  tbo 
word  **  Urpartairnt.**  to  inaori  tbo  words 
"and  a«  rrfsrdo  .V«tUad,  tb#  Heefoiarf  lor 
SootUad/'  pat*  and  aftwd  to 

BVSI  \'FS^ OF  TBR  BOUSE  A  XO  PVBUV 
BCSiXh.SS  I 

ri#  rAtirmto  0f  CtOtmil*ett,  QoMttoo*.  Sir  i 
Micbarl   IUkt'll<»*cS.    Mr.    Joarpb    Co  woo,  < 
•»ir    Robtrt    FowUr  ;    Antwrrv,   T»o    KirH 
Lord  of  iboTrvAMiry  (Mr.  W.  R.  G'adtttatj 
Fth  19,  715 


c-l 


p4BUAMi«t«Coinioir8~|yiutWM  •/  th4  Bmt$i 

ito-l  |^l5/<r    //HfiMM—COOl. 

Mr.   t  eonard   II.  roarlaor.  Mooibor  §of  Iba 

nodmta  Uivitiofi  of  rornvall.  lo  bo  Cb%lr* 
man  of  rommitlro« 
Oba^rTatioo*,  Sir  Mieba#l  llirkt*Bea«b ;  Rt« 
pi/,  Mr.  Sprakn*:  Obt^rfottonf,  Tho  Pirol 
lx»rdof  tbo  rr«t%«ory  Mr.  W.  E.  GUd«(oar) 
»5  33.  911 

Mof^d,  '*  That  tbo  Sfoticot  of  Motioo*  rvlaliaf 
to  :*ar)i%incnlar7  rrt<4>doro  aad  lUaC  India, 
Bormah  ^Kipenara  of  Military  Oporatiooa) 
ha  to  pr««4^4eoe«  of  Otm  Or4€n  of  tbo  Ilay'* 
nr  /irff  I^rti  of  fW  7*rr-u«ry,  Bt.  W. 
K.  iSUditom^  .  013 :  aftor  abort  4abato, 
tjaration  pat.  and  afrtod  to 

Movod.  *•  That  tbo  Ord^^rv  of  tbo  Dtey  asbaa- 

1o«nl  to  %ho  (>rd#r  for  I  bo  <*o«ioiiitoo  a«  tbo 
jind    Rrfittry    Ui;i    [l^orHs]   bo    poalponad 
ontil  afiar  ib«  Nut  co  of  Moiioo  for  Ibo  ta- 
lro«iur(ioo  of  n  1"<)  rrlattof  to  t  roftora  in 
tbo    ll-gllanda   and    Ulaoda   of   S«otlaad*' 
TAr  >ir»f  A  mI  « /  tk*  twt^tmry,  Br.  W.  K, 
a.  Md^^m*   F'  •  3%.  li3S  .  Motion  afrood  ta 
Ob«or«ation.  Thm    Firat    1  ord  of  tbo  liaaaary 
Mr.  W.  K  t;;adatar.e;   /'#5  35.  13o|  .  t|oaa. 
lion.   lord    IUii'l«i!pb    <  borebill ;    Antwrr, 
Ibo  Firti  lord   of  (bo  Troaaorf  (Mr.   W. 
K.  OUdatooo    /r5  3«.  1 191 

ijarationa.  Vitrunat  Kolkeatooo,  Sir  Miebaot 
llickt>tt««eb.  Mr.  Nortbeoto .  Aaawora, 
Th<*  Kirat  Lord  of  tb#  Trvaaary  Mr.  W.  P. 
(;iad«tono)  Jf«r  3,  17<'6 

hOVULF  UhTVUSS 

C-mmty  of  M**-*  f'tkai*     Vfrfi'Tn   fH'iui  •«)  <tnf 
C^mmiy  of  i^trtm    .^    iMfwn  !'»   '9%    it 
Loitrr  rrcrifod  b/  Mr.  Spoak«r  Uxtm  Tinotbj 
M.    Iltalj.   Ka^atrr,   elr«|4og   to  aorro   for 
Soatb  Uorry  «ft«31,  ^ 

O^nty  of  Ctri  m  mm.1  Her  m^  #/  Dmbim  St 
Strf*krm*i  Orttn  lH\  \»%  •« 

I  ottor  rocoirod  bf  Mr.  Sprakar  ft^m  E.  Dvyor 
Grmy.  ro^airt.  olv-oiinf  to  ioiia  for  tbo 
boroofb  of  iHiblin  Ht.  Stopbaa'a  ftrtoa 
IbTiaion    J^n  SI.  ^6 

K  «#lrm  ihriwiom  of  Ihrntft  mmd  0$m^  Din* 
iiom  of  Q«M«'#  CMi/f  — Mr .  Artbor  O'Con- 
»or,  r*(or«od  for  tbo  Knaltm  Ilivtaiatt  o' 
|>oor(%l.  aad  lir  Ibo  Oaaorf  tUviaioa  •i 
Qofott'a  C  toatf .  tUtol  tbal  bo  rkotod  !•  ait 
for  Kaal  Uorrgal  J*m  35 

S^^Umd  Ihri^om  of  /^irrpiif  mmd  Bm%mfk  of 

ijtxxor  rorotfod  by  Mr.  Spaabir  ft^m 
I*.  oTooaor,  oa^olra.  alaotiof  ta 

tbo  SoocUad  Ihviaioa  of  Unrpoal  Jmm  t5. 

405 

PARUABEXTARY  RLKiTIOXS 

Urn  0f  n^mg  u  IV#  ofOo  Dmhitm  /Vr  mmd 
/A<4«  /<oorrf.  tdaaatiora.  Mr.  Polar 
M-|>oM!d.  Mr.  MaoaHaof.  Anavora.  Tbo 
(biof  H^NPtotorr  for  IroUad  1  Mr.  Joba  Mor* 
\oftFr^  3V  ll»T 

UiU  of  Turrf.  tlMotioa.  Sir  Brrobard 
Sa«or(aa«  ;  Aaa«or.  Ibo  SerroUTf  of  SiaIo 
f«>r  tbo  UooM  UrparlMoal  Mr.  CbiUrra) 
Bmt  I.  1531 
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Paruamimt — CouHonB^Parliamemlary  Electtom 
— cont. 

ParHamenlary  looters — Regulration  of  Voten 
— LegiMlaixon,  Qaestioni*  Mr.  ConybeAre, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasurj  (Mr.  W.  E.  GUdstone)  Feb 
22,  907 

Stereey  of  (he  BaUU,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Ererett; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  Stato  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers)  Mar  4, 
1903 

PALACE  OF  WESTMIXSTER 

The  National  EnBign^  Question,  Mr.  Radcliffe 
Cooke  ;  Answer,  A  Lord  of  the  Treasar/ 
(Mr.  Leveson  Gower)  Feb  22,  879 

Houte  of  Commons*  Arrangementi  —  Select 
Commiitee  of  1867*8 — OveT'Croxoding  in  the 
Houte,  Question,  Mr.  Mitchell  Henry  ;  An- 
swer.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  E.  Gladstone)  Feb  22,  907 

Hemben*  Piaeee  —  Attendance  and  Ptaeee  of 
Memberg — Securing  of  Seats^  Question,  Mr. 
Mitchell  Henry ;  Answer,  Mr.  Speaker 
Jan  26,  427 

Parliamont^-'DUqualifieaUon  of  Memlors 
— Mr.  Oelavms  Vaughan  Morgan 
MoTod,  "  That  it  bo  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  ScTen  Members  to  consider  whe- 
ther Mr.  Octavius  Vaugban  Morgan  is  dis* 
qualified  from  sitting  and  voting  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  under  the  Statute  22 
George  3,  c.  45,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon"  {Sir  John  lAtbboek)  Feb  19.  839  ; 
Motion  agreed  to 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  appointing  a  Select 
Committee  to  consider  whether  Mr.  Oetavios 
Vaughan  Morgan  is  disqualified  from  sitting 
and  voting  as  a  Member  of  this  House,  be 
read  and  discharged"  (5iV  John  Lubbock) 
Feb  24 

PaRLIAMBNT — ^HOUSB  OF  I1OBB8 

JEUproMntativo  Pe$r  for  Ireland 

Jan  13 — Viscount  Bangor,  v.  Earl  of  Erne,  de- 
ceased 

R0preHnlat%t0  Peer  for  Scotland 

Feb  18— Earl  of  Dundonald,  r.  Lord  Bortb- 
wick,  deceased 

T^k  the  Oath  for  the  Firet  Time 
Jan  14 — The  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Southwell 

Jiew  Peers 

Jan  19— Sir  Thomas  Rateson,  baronet,  ereatod 
Baron  Deramore  of  BeWoir  in  the 
eounty  of  l>own 
Garnet  Joseph  Baron  Wolseley, 
G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  General  and 
General  Offleer  Coromanding-in- 
Chief  the  Forces  in  Egypt,  created 
Viaoount  Wolseley  of  Wolseley  in 
the  cotttit/  of  Stafford 

[eonL 


PAJtUAXBNT — LOBDS-^JVifW  P^rt— OOUt. 

Henry  John  Montago*DoogUs*Soott, 
commonly  called  Lord  Henry  John 
Montagu  •  Douglas  -  Scott,  created 
Baron  Montagu  of  Bcaulien  in  tbo 
county  of  Southampton 
The  Right  Honourable  Charles  John 
Baron  Col vi lie  of  Culross  in  thai 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called 
Scotland,  K.T.,  created  Baron 
Colrille  of  Culross  in  the  county  of 
Perth 

Jan  21 — John  Henry  Lord  Fermanagh— Was 
(in  tbo  usual  manner)  introduced 
by  Tirtue  of  a  Patent  dated  tbo 
thirteenth  day  of  January  1876,  his 
father,  the  first  Baron  (Earl  of 
Erne  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  a 
representative  Peer  for  Ireland), 
who  was  created  by  such  Patent, 
never  having  taken  his  seat  as  Lord 
Fermanagh 

Jan  26— William  fiuller  Follerton  Baron  El- 
phi  nstone  in  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  called  Scotland,  creatod 
Baron  Elphinstone  of  Elphinatono 
in  the  county  of  Haddington 

Feb  8— The  Right  Honourable  Sir  Farrer 
Herscholl,  Knight,  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Great  Britain,  created  Baron 
llerschell  of  the  city  of  Durham 

Feb  18— Sir  Charles  Henry  Mills,  baronet, 
created  Baron  llillingdon  of  Hil- 
lingdon  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex 

Feb  23— Sir  Edmund  Beckett,  baronet,  created 
Baron  Grimtborpe  of  Grimthorpo 
in  the  East  Riding  of  the  county  of 
York 

Feb  25 — Sir  Henry  AlUopp,  baronet,  created 
Baron  Hindlip  of  Hindlip  in  tbo 
county  of  Worcester  and  of  Alsop- 
en-le-Dale  in  the  county  of  Derby 

Sat  Firet 

Jan  12 — ^Tho  Earl  of  Backinghamsbiro,  aftor 

the  death  of  bis  graadbthcr 
Jan  19— The  Earl  of  Wilton,  after  the  death 

of  his  brother 
The  Doke  of  Nowoaatle,  after  tbo 

death  of  bit  iatbor 
The  Marquess  of  Aboroora,  after  the 

death  of  his  &tbor 
Jan  21— The  Visoovni  Halifax,  after  the  death 

of  his  fiither 
^011  28— The  Lord  lloogbtoo,  aftor  tbo  death  of 

his  father 
Mmr   4— The  Earl  of  Stradbi«ko»  aftor  the 

death  of  his  Aitber 

PARLIAXKirr — ^HOUSE  OF  OOMMOH8 

New  Write  leeued 

Jan  2l^For  Croydon,  w.  Sir  William  Grasl- 
ham,  knight,  one  of  the  Jusiioee  of 
Her  Majesty's  High  Conri  of  Jst- 
tiee 

For  Armagh  Coanty  (Mid  Divisiofi}, 
V.  John  M'Kaoe,  esquire,  deoeaaod 

For  Edinburgh  (Sooth  Division),  r. 
Sir  George  Harrison,  koighC,  do- 
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Mat. 

fW  CaHow  C'ovBty,  r.  E4Bo«d  D vytr 
Orttj,  ••^oirv,  «Im,  kAf Ifif  hmn  f* 
tar»«4  M  «  MemWr  for  lb#  Mid 
Coonty  •f  Carlov,  and  aIm  for  lb« 
Boroafli  of  t)«bUo  pi.  Su^n't 
GrtM  Diffittoa),  Iwtk  eWolvd  to  til 
for  tb«  Borovfb  of  Dsblift  (St. 
Stepb*a*»  Qrtoa  DtTittoo 

F»r  MmiftfbMi  CottBly  (Nortbrm  I>i- 
«tftoi)\  r.  TimoCbf  M.  II««1f, 
rtqnirr,  vbo,  bAtiof  bt«B  r*t«rtt#d 
aa  a  Mrmber  for  lb«  Mid  Cooaly  of 
llonagbaa  (Xorthvm  Difitioo), 
aad  alto  for  tbo  Coanly  of  D»rry 
(8o«tboni  Ihfitioit^  batb  tirottd 
to  tit  for  Ibo  4*ooat/  ol  Dtrry 
(SoalbtTAlhftMoa) 

JVi  I^Fpt  Golvaj.  r.  Tbomaa  F.  O'Coonor, 
M^ttirr.  wbo,  baving  be«a  rrtaraod 
aa  a  Mombar  for  tba  Mid  Boraofb 
ofGalvay.  and  alio  for  Ibo  Boroagb 
of  Uforfool  ("^ootlaod  Dtviiioo), 
baib  rl««l»d  to  Mi  for  ibo  Boroog'b 
of  Liverpool  ^ScotUbd  D<9iftion^ 
for  V)ii«»a*s  Couaty  ( OMor/  Uitimoo), 
r.  Artbnr  OVoooor,  oa()alro.  wbo, 
bating  b«oo  rtiorotd  at  a  llrabor 
for  Ibo  aaid  Qootn'a  CoooCy  (l>Mor7 
Uif  IMOO).  aad  aIm  for  tho  (ooaly 
oflloo«fai  ^^Ustomlhvittoo).  batb 
rlrefrd  lo  tit  for  ibo  County  ol 
Uoorf  j1  { luaatorv  I>l*iatoa  i 

/V4  l.r-r  Kdiaborfb  Cooaty.  r.  Rigbt 
booblo.  William  Kvari  Gtadatooo, 
Fint  Lord  of  tbo  Trtoavry 

/or  l^rby  Boroofb.r.  RigU  boobto. 
^ir  Wil'un  Vernon  IIarro«rt» 
fliincri'Or  of  Ibo  Kicbr^urr 

For  K«linb«rfb  Soolbom  Divitioo), 
r.  Rifbt  boobU.  llofb  CoHiag 
KftfdU/  ChiMrrt,  S«cfotaf7  of 
Suu 

F0r  Stirliof  DiMr^  of  Borgbt,  r. 
Rigbt  bonblo.  Iloory  CaoifbolU 
BaaoorMao,  Sooroiarj  of  Stato 

fW  Binoloffbaai  (WoMoni  t>19Uio•^ 
V.  Rigbt  boobfo.  Joaofb  Cbambor* 
Ula.  Prtoidoot  of  tbo  l^ooal  Uo. 

It 


/W  I1awi«k  DiHHot  of  Borgbt.  v. 
Right  boobW.  Goorgo  Olio  Trtro!. 
jmo,  Sooffotorj  for  »«oUaad 

r^r  Sboflkid  Boroogb  (BHgbCaOo 
thvtttool,  V  Right  boobto.  Aatbooj 
Jobs  MoodolU.  Prondft  o#  tW 
Board  of  Trado 

/W  Uaobaoy  Borowb  (Soolb  Diti^ 
•loo  I.  r.  (  harloo  Roaavll,  ao^airt. 
Attoraoy  Goorral 

iV*  •-/W  ?(««ooMlo  opoo  TfM.  V.  Jobo 
MoHoy.  oaqairo,  (*biof  SoariUry  to 
tbo  Lord  I  i#olooM«t  of  trolaod 
#**r  Ltvdt  iHootbor*  DivimooV  9. 
Right  boobU  Hir  L|oo  TUytair, 
Vmo  Prootdvai  of  tbo  Oao— il 

^or  Gffval  GHoMbf.  r.  Edward 
llaaoafv,  aoaaira,  i  baaooUor  of  t^ 
Daoly  of  T  Mtmmtr 


coat. 

/W  Borviob  Coaatj.  r,  tloablo.  Ed- 
vard    Mafjoriboakt,   CoairolWr  of 

tb#  IfotttO  bold 
/W  BoJford  Cooaty    ftoatbora  DitL 

•loo).  0.  CjTxl  Flovvr,  oaqairo,  (*oai. 

miatiooor  of  tbo  Trtatary 
F^-r  Stafford  Cooaly  (Nortb  Woalora 

Uivttioo  .    r.    (taorgo     fSraanllo 

Lovoooa  Govrr,  oa^airo,  rooi»tt« 

•tooor  of  tbo  Trraaory 
F*r    CUekoMnoaa   aad    Kii^roM.  v. 

Right  bonbo.  Joba  Blair  Balfbar. 

Lord  AJrooaCo  of  Sootlaod 
#W  KigiB  iHttrwtof  Bargba^o.  Aloi- 

aador     Ath#r.  otoairr,  llrr    Ua. 

Jpoty'a  Solicitor  Oeaoral  for  Soot- 
land 
F^  Baaff  Coaaly.  i .  Robori  Willtaai 

Ihifl,  o«^oiro,  Cofliaiiaaioaor  of  Ibo 

Admimliy 
fW  NortUmMoaCooacy  (Mid  Ihti- 

afool.   r.   Ilooblo.  ( bari#a    Rabrrt 

Sprocor,  Grooai  la  H'aiiiog 

F*h  1 8^ for  Pliffilthiro.  r.  Tbo  Rigbt  boablo. 
Ricbard  do  Agailafiroorooor,  ooai* 
Bioaly  callrd  1.0fd  Ricbard  Groo- 
fonor,  (  biitrra  Uoadrtda 

Fmr  Htm^rtH  Cooaly  Aoaibora  U- 
fialooK  f.  Tbo  Right  hocbV.  Prod- 
rrtok  Kdoord  GtuSd  laaibaH. 
kooly  ra!:rd  \  itoooat  KtU 
irtio.  Vico  CbaaiborUia  of  tbo 
lloaaobold 

Fmr  Cardiff  Boroagb,  r.  !ttr  Edward 

JaoM«  Rffod.  K.C.B..  CoMBiiaMoatr 

of  Cbo  Trratory 
/>r    Boroogb   of  Graatkam.  r.  Joba 

Willi  im  Mvllor.ro^aito.  Jadgo  Ad* 

TOoale  Gracral 

Ff^  14— fW  tbo  Botiorooa  Dirkioa  al  tbo 
Boroagb  of  Battorooa  aad  CUpbaai, 
r.  ikianaa  Vaagbaa  Morgaa, 
•o^atro.  Maaor  of  Nortbalaad 


^oa  o9^*Tao  Hoa«  SMaoy  novaart,  CVopwoa 
F^    I -Rigbt   Uoa.   Hagb  CaltiH  EardWy 

Cbildort.     Hmrfk    •/    bialwryi 

(5««fA  /HHriM) 

FH  If— Joba  Aloyoiaa  BUkr.  aoaaito,  C^rUm 
Tbo  lloaMo.  EdwaH   Maijarfbaaba. 

Tbo  Right  boabW.  Sir  Wiiliaai  Ooor go 
Graa9ii;o  VaaabJaa  Vcraoa  liar- 
oaaff^  kalgac*  O^^y  Mrraapa 

Alotaador  Atbto,  oa^oifo,  JUffa  />•#• 
|r«rlo/  H^rfkt 

Tbo   Right    botbU.    Aaiboay   Joba 

ri«<#ot 
Cynl  lUwor.  roqoiro^  Bnifm^rtmrniy 

I.mt9m  tHttt*  n) 
Tbo  Right  boab.0.  Joba  Morloy.  »». 

matif  t^pm  fyor 
Tbo  Right  boabfo.  ioba  Blair  Bol. 
foar.  0«m^m4  C^mmiiii  •/  Oari. 
«o4  Ktmrm$ 
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PARLfAMtiiT— CoimoNS — New  Memhen  Swom^ 
cont. 

Tho  Honble.  Charles  Robort  Spencer, 

Northampton   County  {Mid  Divt- 

sion) 
The  Right  honble.  Edwnrd  Heneage, 

Oreat  Orxm$hy 
Charles    Russell,    csqoiro,   Hackney 

{South  Ditition) 
The  Right  honble.  George  Otto  Tre- 

Teljan,  Bawick  UUtriet  of  Bwgh$ 
The  Right  honble.  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain, Birmingham  { Wett  Division) 
The  Right  honble.  Sir  Lyon  Plajfair, 

K.C.B.,  Leeds  {South  Division) 
Robert  ,WiUiam  Duff,  esqnire,  Banf 

County 
The    Right  honble.    Hugh    Culling 

Eardley  Childers,  Burgh  of  Edin- 

hurgh  {South  Division) 
The  Right  honble.  Ilenry  Campbell- 
Banner  man,    Stirling    District  of 

Burghs 
George   Granrille    Leteson    Gower, 

esquire,    Stafford    County   (North 

Western  Division) 
Sir  James    Porter    Corry,  baronet, 

Armagh  County  {Mid  Division) 
The   Right    honble.  William   Ewart 

Gladstone,  Edinburgh  County 
Feb  10 — Stephen    O'Mara,   esquire,    Queen*s 

County  {Otsory  Divttion) 
Feb  22— William  llenrj  O'Shea,  esqnire,  GaU 

way  Borough 
Feb  25'^Kighi    honble.     Frederick    Edward 

Gould  l4imbart,  commonly  called 

Viscount      Kilcoursie,      Somerset 

County  {Southern  Division) 
John  William  Mellor,  esquiro,  Grant 

ham 
Mar    l^Sir  Edward  James  Reed,  K.C.B., 

Cardiff  Borough 
Patrick  O'Brien,  esquire,  Monaghan 

County  (Xorthem  Division) 
Ootavius  Vaughao    Morgan,  esquire, 

Battersea 

Parliamentary  ElectionB  Bill  {Mr. 

Oonybeare,    Mr,   Mocdonald    Camerouj    Mr, 
LawsoHy  iff,  HobhoHSi,  Mr,  Shirley) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !•  •  Jan  22  [Bill  82] 


Elections  (PoUs)  Bill 

(Mr,   Joseph  Cowsn,  Mr,  Labouchere,  Mr. 

Agnsw) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  Jan  23  [Bill  24] 

Parliamentary     ElectionB    (Eetnrning 
(HBcers'  Expenses)  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr,  TuitSy  Mr.  Chanee,  Mr,  Timothy  Marring' 
ton,  Mr,  Maurice  ffealy,  Mr,  Alexander 

Blane) 
€.  Ordered  ;  nskd  !<>  •  Jan  32  [Bill  8] 

Parliamentary     Elections    (Setnming 
Officers'  Kcpenses  (Scotland)  Bill 

{Mr,  Hnnter,  Mr.  Barclay,  Dr,  Clark,  Mr. 
E$Al*mont,  Mr,  Edmund  Robertson) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  \^^  Jan  22  [Bill  84] 


Parliamentary  FrancUse  Bill 

{Mr,  Moulton,  Mr.  A.  Aeland,  Mr.  DiUwyn) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  !•  •  Mar  3  [BUI  134] 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Extension  to 
Women)  BUI  {Mr,  WoodaU, 

Sir  Robert  Fowler ^  Mr,  Houldsworth,  Mr^ 

lllingworth,  Mr,  Stanefeld,  Mr,  Torke) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1»*  Jan  33  [Bill  70] 

Mored,  '<That  the  Bill  now  be  rwid  3**' 
Feb  13, 680 ;  aftershort  debate,Mored,*'  That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  (Sir  Henry 
James)  ;  after  further  short  debate,  Qaes* 
tion  put :  A.  102,  N.  109  ;  M.  67  (D.  L.  S) 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to;  Bill 
read  2^ 

Parliamentary  Procedure 

Select  Committee  on  Procedure,  Qoeitloo,  Mr. 
Norris;  Answer,  The  First  L4>rd  of  th« 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  GUdstone)  Feb  29, 
905 

Moved,  "  That  a  Seleet  Comniittee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  question  of  Froee« 
dure  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  i9  re« 
port  as  to  tho  amendment  of  existing  Rales, 
and  upon  any  New  Rules  which  the/  naj 
consider  desirable  for  the  efficient  despatch 
of  business"  (Tue  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Mr.  W,  R.  Gladstone)  Feb  32, 921  ; 
after  debate.  Motion  agreed  to 

Questions,  Question,  Captain  Verne/  ;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  Feb  20, 1393 


Parliamentary  Voters 

{Sir  Julian  Goldsmid,  Mr,  Labouehfre,  Mr, 
Robson,  Mr.  M*Iver) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1**  Feb  19  [Bill  100] 

Pabicsix,  Mr.  0.  8.,  Cork 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1740 

Imperial  RcTenue  (Ireland  and  Great  Britain), 

Ues.  1062 
Ireland — Irish   National   League ~ Murder  of 

Mr.  Curtin,  1530 
Maintenance  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Ret. 

1923 
Parliament — ^Bttsinett  of  the  House,   Ameodt. 
483,  442 
Order  of  Busiaeii,  480 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addren  in  An* 

swer  to,  131, 167 

Payment  of  Members  BOl     (if  r.  SpenOey^ 

Mr.  Labouehere,  Mr,  Lawsom,  Mr.  Boyd- 
Kinnemr,  Mr.  Osnybtmre) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  l*"  *  Feb  34  [BUI  119] 

Peabce,  Mr.  W.,  Lanark,  Oavan 

Glasgow  Bridges,  4c.  9R.  1338 
Navj  Eipeaditoro,  1909 

PxABB,  Sir  J.   W.,    Durham,   Barmmrd 

Caetk 
China  —  Cbelbo    Coftfeotloa  —  The    Opium 
Datice,138K 
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PtMB^  Sir  J.  W, 

C«a  MiATt  lUfmUliM  Atl  (ItTt)  Amm^- 

mMl.  ft.  IMS 
IrvUad-Lord  lUodolpli  CtianhUl  al  Btllul, 

Iftlt 
Uw  and  inMiM  (e«gUad)  •  P»Vlto  EtrM* 

UOBt.  IMS 
MidUsd  lUiUaj,  9R.  1679 

PiSL,  Right  Hoft.  A.  W.  (i##  SrsAKM, 
Th«) 

Peel,  Rif^ht  Hon.  Sir  R,  BUekhwm 
Chorch  of   KsflABd^Cotvold    Rfvtory  and 

Triaitj  Collie*,  rambridg*.  1)19,  1)13 
ComptaMtion  for  Dftouifw.  1896 ;  9  K.  9000, 

9(>04.  2019 
Mttivpolit,  Dtttarb«nc<M  la  lb«<— Aeiioa  of  lb« 

lloma  HrpartoMat,  EipUaaUoa,  605 
Svpplj— Colon Ul  XmcmX  RrvMvo,  A«    1950 
f>ovtr  lUrbour.  730.73t»733,  797 
ForeifD  OAee,  761 

Saprraaaaalioa  and    RtUrrd    Atlowaneaa, 
1957 

Pki.lt,  Major-QonorAl  8ir  L.,  If^tht^pt 
N. 

UiTtrt   TulloUoa   'Rivtr   tra).   Motion  for  a 
So!r«t  TooiBtltco.  19A9 

PrujioiM — Ormnts    mmd    C^mmmisti^m    •/ 

J'frm^iuni  /Vm«i9im 
^iM^tioa*,  Mr.   Bradlaagb,  Mr.  fjibaaelMra ; 
Ai»««er««   Tbo   S««r«ury   to   tb«   TrrAsary 

Mr.  Ifoorj  II.  Kowlrri  f*.4  96.  1174  ;  q«M* 
tioo«,  Mr.  BradlAush  ;  Aaawort,  TU«  S««rr- 
Ury    U    tbo    TrtA—rj    (Mr.    Iltory     U. 

Pkhcy,  Lord  A.,  Si,  (?#9ffr*r.  Bkm^r^r 
S^umr0 
Arm/^KaftoM  Sfa%n  Arm*  Kaelorf.  It95 
llyd*  pAtk  Tornor  ^Nrw  Mra^tai,  9K.  A«oadl. 

M4% 
MetropoU*,  lliMorbaacoa  la  tbo— AHioa  of  ibo 

Homo  IWparUBrnt,  Ktplaaatioa,  505.  605 
Mctropolit  —  MHrop<».itaa    Polio*  Korco— Or- 
fABttaiioa.  K«^  15^4,  |4|9 

Pi<  KAhD.  Mr.  B  ,  Vork,  IT.  R.^  AVaMa- 

Un 
CotI   Miaoa   RofmUtioa   Aoi    1479'    AaiMid- 
It.  )R.  1»5'4 


Platvair,    Ri|chl    Hob.    8tr    hjam 
(Vioo  Prt«d«Bt  of  Iho  Cooncil  for 


PirsBM^otLL,  Mr.  E.  H.i  B^iMm^i  Or^m. 

loUnd  lUroeao  tVpaftoMai— Lowrr  Uttuioa 
C.crk««  1550 

PicTu.x,  Mr.  J.  A.,  iUtW«f#r 

CborrS    of    Eaxlaad  —  roavoealioo  ~  ••  Tbo 

n«Hitoof  Uyn#tt,'*  ir»5 
Cro4i«ro  .><o4Uad)  •  Vo   fi,  Maiioa  for  Uart. 

l«iM 
MriropoUa.  Di*tarVafi«-*'»  la  t*.«— Aci.oa  al  ibo 

llomv  lUrfartiaoat,  KtplftMlioa.  Ov9 
ParUaaKal— Maaaa'9  >pa««b.  Addrrat  ta  Ab« 

■vor  lo.  619 


fcr  Cbikft 


Education  ,  £W<,  5. 

Cbantj  Coiwuiiuinn    Cubtii 

IloaptUU  1015.  M75 
EdaaatUMi  Doptrtmoat — Qaaatlaaa 

Corporal  PaaiabaMol  ia  Robeola— niUat* 

doa  NaCioaal  llobool.  705 
ElooAoatarf    SabaoU  —  Krto    Kdaoaitaa. 

1051 
Taabalaal  Edaaalloa,  1756 
Eadowod  Seboola  Aet«  Moiioa   for  a  Mrot 

Coflimitlro.  1006 
Laadaa  S«bool  Boar^  EUatioa  Eipaoaaa,  1664 


PLvnzwr,    Right  Hon.  D.  R. 

rommiaaioner  of   Work*),   DuhUn 
Cair^rtifjf 
Coaoral  (iordoa-  \  Pablio  MoaaaMal,  496 


A/Ur 

lljdo  Park  CoTMT  (!(o«  Stmt*).  9R.  1617 
Parliaairat*  Qaaaa't  Apaaab,  AddraM  la  Aa< 
U,  607. 610.  Oil 


qaaatioa.  ObMrraiioM,  Ibo  Earl  af  MUU 
tova;  Reply,  Tbo  Lard  Prtttdtat  of  Iba 
Coor.etl  (EaH  SpMOor)  Fti  96,  1640 


Folioo  CoBStnMoi*  PoeiIors 

[l*fJ  rUud  j0km    Bmmtitm,  8*r    ffmrf 

Stiutm  •  /5VfM^   Mr.    Mmif,  S%r   Omrf0 

r.  OHand;  Modl**  ^«i99  [BiU  96] 


VOL.  OOCIL      [tiurd 


1 


PoUm  P^roit  ■RfrRMUatMRt  BIU 

(ifir    Mmrp    /U«*.o./4W«m.    JUr^  Cloa^ 
Hsm*!tm,   kr.   RmJchft  C^k4.  Mr.  C««««, 

e.Of^nUirtUfJ'tmU  [BOl  6] 

/Wmw  SmpermnnmMii^m  mmd  Pmn^mi  BUS 
<|aaMioa.  >tr  ilf  rj  .Solwia-tbboiaoa .  Aatvar, 
Tba  H^ortUry  of  Siau  lar  tbo  lloaa  Do- 
pariawat  (Mr.  Cbilianj  1*^  96«  1906 

/'aor  Lmm 
Am'foAor  8mi§mmi»,  QaaaUoo.  Mr.  Hortoa  : 
Aaawor.  Tbo  PrMidaol  of  tbo  Laoat  f^oforo- 
BMat  BoaH  (Mr.  J.  CkambarUta)  ifar  1, 
1590 

qaartioat.  Mr.  laaaot ;  Aftivara.  Tba  ¥uu 
lMr4  9* Ibo Trraaory  ( Mr.  W.  R.  OlidiliaiK 
Tbo  Prwidool  of  ib«  Laoat  Ooraraaaot 
RoaH  I  Mr.  J.  CbaaibatUia)  /V5  16,  661 

Poor  Irw  OrrtAIrro  InlRRd  Bill 

ifr.  Sdwrn^  Mmrnm0Um,  Mr.  Mdmmd  ih^ftr 
0r^,  Mr,  6«rraa,  ifr.   t^wmthf  Mmti^t  Mr. 

j0rSm} 
tf.  Ordofod ;  raad  1*  <* /an  99  C^iU  5] 
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Fort  and  Harbour  A  athorittes  Bill 

{Mr,  Matthew  Kenny^  Mr,  Biggaty  Mr,  JuHin 
Buntly  McCarthy,  Mr,  Peter  McDonald,  Mr, 
JameM  O^Doherty^  Mr,  Timothy  Harrington) 

t.  Ordered  ;  read  l""*  Jan  32  [Bill  40] 

• 

Postmaster   Qenebal    {•$$    Mannebs, 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  E.) 

Post  Offioe        {Que9i\on8) 

Etttra  Pottage,  Question,  Mr.  E.  Rider  Cook  ; 
Aniwer,  The  SeoreUry  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  Mar  1,  1537 

Mails  between  Cyprut  and  Alexandria,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  iloward  Vinoent  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  tlio  Colonies 
(Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  Feb  26,  1380 

Postal  Umon,  The-^ Extension  to  Australasia, 
Questions,  Mr.  Uenniker  Ileaton  ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  LI . 
Fowler)  Feb  22,  870  ;  Feb  35,  1 323 

Post  Cards,  Question,  Mr.  Northcote ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  fl.  Fowler)  Mar  1,  1524 
Colonial  Post  Cards,  Question,  Mr.  ilenniker 
Heaton  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
•ury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Mar  4, 1000 

The  Universities,  Question,  Mr.  Shirley ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  25,  1208  ;  Question, 
Sir  John  R.  Mowbray ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H. 
Fowler)  Mar  4, 1005 

The  Parcel  Post 

"^  Austrudia  and  New  Zealand,  Question,  Mr. 
Spensley;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  23, 
1020 

Connection  with  France  and  Italy,  Question, 
Mr.  Henniker  Heaton ;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  (Lord  John  Manners)  Jan  25, 
805 
Fraoiceand  England,  Question,  Mr.  Henniker 
Heaton ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  II.  Fowler)  Feb  25, 
1210 

Carriage  of  Parcels  in  Suburban  and  Rural 
Districts  —  Letter  Car  tiers.  Question,  Mr. 
Boord  :  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  22,  879 
Rural  Letter  Carriers,  Question,  Sir  Richard 
Webster ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Mat  4, 
1800 

Telegraph  Department 

Addresses  of  Telegrams,  Question,  Mr.  Sexton ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  Mar  1,  1525  ;  Question, 
Colonel  Nolan  :  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Mar  4, 
1890 

Delivery  of  Telegrams,  Question,  Mr.  For- 
wood  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  22,  886 

Overhead  Telegraph  and  Telephone  iVires— 
The  Recent  Snowstorm,  Question,  Sir  Henry 
Tyler;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Lord  John  Manners;  Jan  23,  307;  Ques- 

[coffl. 


Post  Orvici — Telegraph  Departmeni^-eont. 

tion,  Mr.  M'Trer ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Local  GoTcmment  Board  (Mr.  Jesse 
Ceilings)  Mar  4,  1893 
Telegraph  Clerks — Sunday  Work,  Question, 
Mr.  Howard  Vincent ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler) 
Mar  4,  1878 

Post  Office — Submarine  Telegraph  Con- 
tract  {8t,  Vincent  to  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa) 

Moved,  "That  the  Contract,  dated  the  19th 
day  of  January  1886,  for  the  Construction  of 
a  Submarine  Telegraph  Line  from  the  Island 
of  St.  Vincent  to  the  West  Coast  of  Afriea 
be  approved  "  {Mr,  Benry  H.  Fowler) Mar  \, 
1602  ;  after  short  debate,  Debate  adjourned 

Debate  resumed  Mar  A,  2013 

Movcdp  '*  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  " 
{Mr.  Labouehere)  ;  after  short  debate,  Ques- 
tion put,  and  agt  oed  to  ;  Debate  adjourned 

Powell,  Mr.  F.  S.,  ITi^an 

Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 

2R.  1087 
Labour  Statistics,  Res.  1779 

PowEB,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Waterford,  E, 
Supply — Public  Education,  Ireland,  1240 

Pbioe,  Captain  O.  E.,  Devonport 
Admiralty,  The — Naral  Pensions,  1205 
Greenwich  Hospital  Pensions,  1896 
Woolwich  Arsenal — Discharge  of   Workmen, 
1913 

Pkime  Ministeb  {see  Salisbxjbt,  Mar- 
quess of) 

Pbime  Ministeb  {see  Gladstone,  Right 
Hon.  W.  E.) 

Private  BUI  Legislation  BHl  {Mr, 

Sellar,    Sir    Lyon    Playfair,  Mr.   Raiket, 
Mr.  John  Morley,  Mr,  Robertson) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  !«>•  Jan  22  [Bill  22] 

Private  Lunatic  Asylums  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr,  William  Corbet,  Mr.  DiUwyn,  Mr.  P. 
J.  Power,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Mayne) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  1®  •  Jan  25  [Bill  89] 

Probation   of  First  Offenders  BHl 

{Mr,  Howard  Vincent,    Sir  Henry   Selwin* 
Ibbetson,  Sir  Algernon  Borthwiek,  Mr,  Law- 
son,  Mr,  Molloy) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  *  Jan  22  [Bill  39] 

Public  Health  Act,   1875  —  Removal  of 
Dead  Bodies 
Question,  Mr.   J.  E.  Johnson-Ferguson;  An- 
swer, The  President  of  the  Local  Gorem- 
ment  Board  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  Feb  23, 
1034  [See  title  Metropolis^ 
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FaUie  Eulih,  Aoto  dmfianmni  Si- 

paaaat)  Bill         (Mr.  ZM^  «i>  Edward 
Rmd,   Mr.    AmM  MMtf,    Mr.   fTtUiam 
Cook,  Mr.  BvMard) 
<.  Ortlmd  ;  m4  f  •  7<tii  99  [Bm  7] 

Q«e»Uofi,  Mr.  K«ari«k ;  Anaw«r,  Th«  SMrt. 
Ury  to  tbo  TroMwy  (Mr.  UMiry  11.  FovImt) 
Mar  4,  1881 

PwiklU  M$$Un§9 

DUfo^l  M$$iim0  af  tki  CriUri^m  ResUutaMt, 
QoMtton.  Mr.  BaamAii*  ;  AMvtr*  TIm  AU 
torMj  GMMtml  (Mr.  CbarlM  RoMtU  fV*  M. 
1886 

Sp4€ck9f  Lord  RamUpk  ChurtkiUat  B4tffUt, 
QoMtioos,  Mr.  S«sUni  ;  Abiwer*.  Tti«  Chiel 
S«er«Ur7  for  IrtUad  (Mr.  John  M«rl«y) 
Fth  19,717;  Fa  94.  1116;  QiiMtioo.  Mr 
Nevnes:  Aniwtr,  Tb«  StervUry  of  Hutt 
for  tbo  Uomo  Dvpordnenl  <  Mr.  Childort 
/V*  95«  1994;  QttO«tioo»  Lord  lUp4olph 
ChorchiU ;  AMver,  Tbo  Firtl  Lord  of  tho 
TrwMrj  (Mr.  W.  £.  Olodttoao)  Fek  96, 
I393;.£rrra  Polite,  Qoottioo,  Mr.  Jobs- 
tton :  Anawor,  Tb«  Cbbf  SaortUry  for  tro* 
Uml  (Mr.  Jobn  Morlej)  M^  I.  U33  ;  Ol.. 
MfVAiioRs.  Sir  Micbael  llickt*B««eb  ;  Ro* 
jAf,  Tbo  KirU  l^rd  of  tbo  TrooMr/  ( Mr. 
W.  E.  Glaa»lone\  1547 

Sptttk  pf  Mr  Ck-t>n^tHaim  *Mi  JlirHuii^^m  — 
'•  Harniom,*'  qae«lioo,  Boroo  lltttr/  do 
WorvM  ;  Answer,  Tb«  Fretidvot  of  lli«  Loeo) 
Goverosetit  Boord  (Mr.  J.  CbtmbtrUis) 
/VA  1),  876  :  Notico  of  Qaraion.  Vi*coool 
GrtoMtoB ;  Amww,  Tbo  PrMidoQt  of  tb« 
t^KAl  (3ofvniai#nt  Boord  (Mr.  J.  CUambtr- 
Uin>/V&23.  1014 

S^rtk  if  Mr,  Thomu  Htffkf  at  CKfsftr, 
Qtt«Miou*.  Mr.  Jabot.  Mr.'T.  P.  O'Connor  ; 
Anwmtn^  I  bo  Attornny  Goo«ral  (Mr.  CbariM 
RsMcll)  f^WJ.  1018 

Spr<ch  0/  Mr.  J.Kn  M^rUy  ai  Ck^tmifvrd, 
Qoottion*,  lUroo  II«orf  d«  Wormt.  Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Coooor :  Antvort.  Tbo  Cbiof  S^oroiary 
for  IroUod  (Mr  iobo  Mori*;)  fV6  93.  801 

Pmiiit  Of€0M  {SiU4 

MoT«d  to  rttolfo  **  Tbat  lo  lk#  opioioo  of  tbu 
UooM  00  IbrtlMr  ttrpt  ettbtr  of  drmolitioo 
or  ooMlrociioo  oo|bi  to  b«  token  nndor  ihm 
PnbliO  Odket  5iu  Act  btforo  Uor  MAj<*«(y*t 
Gortrnneni  bat*  lioard  iU«  depotatioB  from 
tbo  lottiiuto  of  Arciiilrcit,  nrraufed  to  toko 
pltkea  on  ibo  Itt  of  Marcb  nott "  (  Tk4  Lord 
Sfmtkrdm  amd  Ctm^^ll)  FA  jy  1170; 
afktr  •hori  dobtto.  Motion  witKdmvn 
Ob«*rr»tioo0«  Mr  B<TM(ord  IIopo ;  Kep'f. 
Tbo  ChAnoolior  of  tbo  Ktcbe^oer  .'^ir  WiU 
Una  lUmoortj  Mw  4.  TJVi 

PmhUc    Farkt  ami  Ra^rniiipm  Ormmds^ 
Fmkka  Park  at  Dmiwttk 
Qnontion.  Mr.  Bnnmnnn  ;  An»«er  Tbn  Ckatr* 
■nn  of  tbo  MHrofolitna  Bonrd  nf  Work- 
vSir  JMMt  M*Unfol*llna)  Mar  4, 1868 


PvLVTosr,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Dn^mpari 

ImUnd^Lonnoy,  1768 

Motropolin,  DiUttrbnaeo«  In  tbo* Action  of  tbo 

Mono  U«fnrinMnt»  KipUnntion,  606 
Pnrlinmnntnry      Fmnobno      (Enttilon      to 

WooMO).  9  R.  681.706 

Qoartar  B88ri8n8  !Borottfk8)  Bill 

(Ifr.  fuir^   iri/f«««u.    Mr.  Jokm   Br^kt, 
Mr.  Urrh$rt  Oiad»to<u.  Mr.  Ha^ddt^rik) 
€,  Ordofod :  rood  1*  «  Jam  91  [BUI  87] 

RAtKBn,  Bight  Hon.   H.  G.,  Camkrid§a 
Umivmitjf 
PnrlUniont— Nov   Rnloa  of  Prootdwo,   896. 

891 
Pnriinmtnt^Comaittno  of  Solnoiloo,  Noaunn- 

tton  of  Coflimitloc,  418 
Pnrlmmontnrf  0«tb  ( Mr  BrndUngb).  418 
Pnoi  OOfon-Tbo  UnivnTMiinn,  1909 

lailwiy  BigUlBtiOB  Bill  {Mr.  Ckammm,, 
Mr.  J-tpk  Lrii^4i0e,  Mr.  J^km  JTi/mw 
{l)mrKmm\  Mr.  C.  S.  Farkar,  Mr.  Jata\f. 
Mr.  Latamm) 

r.  Ordorod  ;  rond  1*  •  /rl  18  (Bill  87] 

Raiiteafi 
Cvupiim^s,  QnoftUon.  Mr.  Cbnnninf ;   Answer. 

Tbo  Pro«i  loot  of  tlio  Bonrd  of  Tmdn  ( Mr. 

Mun-leh«)  Fr^l$.  1199 
Fi$k   Trt/kc  RUr$,  QuoMion.  Mr.  MnndonaM 

CnoMTon;    Antwer.    Ibo    Prsnidont  of  ibn 

Bonrd  of  Tmdn  (Mr  E.  Sinnbofn)  Jam  96, 

418 
Aat/icty  HaUi^Lf^olttijA,   QooOloon.  Mr. 

Macdoanld   Caomyoo.  Dr.  CaoMron,  Mr  T. 

P.  0*Conoor;    Antvom.  Tbo  ProtidMit   of 

tbo  Bonrd  of  Tmlo  (Mr  MnndolU)  ffi  91. 

887 

Bamoay,  Mr.  J.,  Fklkirk.  ft. 
Croltntn  v^^otlnW)  (No.  9|.  Mniina  for  Lnnro. 
1814 

'BBt«:DnbliB    BiU  {Mr.Hkmkf^M, 

BdmMtd  B<ff*r    Gi^ft     Mr.    Mofm,     Mr. 
Mtmry  0*U,  Mr.  T*m^kp  B^rrtmffom) 
r  Ordorod.  r«ndl**yoa9i  [Bill  91] 

BATnBosfB,    Mr.    W.,    Carmrf^m9ku  f, 
Arfam 
S«^y*Omn|o  Riosr  Tncfilory,  Aol  1618 

B6Bl  A8MU  AdaiBifltrallM  BIB      {Mr. 

Jrikmr  O  iUmmar,  Mr.  M'larm,  Mr.  M^Bap 
€.  Ord«ffod .  road  !•  •  fW  99  (BUI  168] 


Rbdeouaui,  Earl  of  vi^haimuui  of  Oom- 
mittooo) 

Coik  of  tbo  PaHmaonts,  UOfon  of.  nnd  Otteo 
of  GontWann  Ctborol  tbo  Blnrk   Rod,  Af 
point— t  nod  Hamtmakkam  of 
■tltor.  1886 


BED 


BIV 
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Bkdkond,  Mr.  J.  E.,   Wexford^  N. 
Ann/  (Disohnrged  and  Inralided  Men) — Caao 

ot  Micbaol  Heron,  Ist  Royal  Irish,  1024 
Lftbottrera    (Ireland)  Aota   Amendnaent,    2R. 

1840, 1843 

Bedhoio),  Mr.  W.  H.  K.,   Fermanagh, 
N. 
Sgpplj — ConaUbnlarj  Force  in  Ireland,  829, 
831 

Begiatration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr,   Dillon^    Mr,    Maurice    Meafy,    Mr, 
Chanctf    Mr,    Timothy  Htaly,    Mr,    Ear* 
rington^  Mr,  Small) 
€,  Ordered ;  read  1«  */an  22  [Bill  IS] 

Bbid,  Mr.  H.  Q.y  Aiton  Manor 

Croftera  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Leave, 
1382 

Bemoral  Terms  (Barglie)  (Scotland)  Act 
(1881}  Amendment  Bill  (Mr, 

Edmund  Bobertwn,   Mr,   J,    W,   Barelajfy 
Mr,  Eugene  Waaon) 
c,  Orderwl ;  read  !«•  Feb  22  [Bill  103] 

Bepresentation  of  the  People  Act  (1884) 

Extension  Bill  (Sir  Robert  Fowler, 

Mr,  Lionel    Cohen,  Mr,  Bunt,  Sir  Moper 
Letkbridge) 
e.  Ordered ;  read  P  •  Jan  22  [Bill  23] 

BiOHAKD,  Mr.  H.,  Merthgr  Tgdvil 

Eaat  India,   Burmah  (Espenaes  of  Military 
Operations),  Rca.  030 

BiPON,  Marquess  of 

Bormab  (Military  Execations) — The  Provost 
Martha],  183«  374 

{Fint  Lord  of  ths  Admiralty) 
Navy— Coaat  Defenoes,  1010,  1012 

BiTCHiB,  Mr.  0.  T.   (Secretary  to  the 

Admiralty),    Towar    SamMi,    8L 

Oeorge^a 
Navy  EsUmaUs— Shlpbaildiog  Votes,  426 

{AfUr  Reiignaiion) 
Borials— Burial  Qroonds  Bill,  1341 
Metropolis,  Disinrbances  in  the— -Action  of  the 

Home  Department,  Explanation,  60 i 
Metropolis — Metropolitan   I'olioe  Force*  Or- 

KaoUation,  Ret.  1407,  1400,  1410 
Navy    (Sapplementary  Estimatee,   1883«6)— 

Navy  Services,  1208 
Supply ^Bover  Uarboar,  740,  741 

Bivers  Pnriflcation  Bill      (iir,  HatHnge, 

Sir  Edward  Birhheek,  Lord  CharUe  Beret- 
ford,  Sir   W,   Ouger   Banter,  General  S%r 
William  Croeeman,  Colonel  Sandge) 
«,  OrdMwd:  m41«*F«3  33  [BiniOl] 


Rivers  Pollution  (River  Lea) 

Moved,  **  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  apon  the  ooodttion 
of  the  River  I.«a,  and  to  make  such  recom- 
mendations 'at  may  appear  necessary  "  (Mr, 
Attorney  Oen€ratj  Feb  23, 1342  ;  after  short 
debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

Select  Committee  nominated  Mar  4  ;  List  of 
the  Committee,  3014 


River  T^amee,  Pollution  ofthe^Rfport  of 
the  Royal  Commission 
Questions,  Mr.  Tborold  Rogers ;  Answers,  Tba 
Secretary  of  State  lor  the  Uoom  Depart* 
ment  (Mr.  Childers)  Feb  23, 1220 

BoBERTSON,  Mr.  E.,  Dundee 

Land  Registry  Office^The  Registrar,  420 
Scotland — Collegiate  Appointments,  1218 

University  of  St.  Andrew's,  1764 
Unclaimed  Deposits,  2R.  1842 

BoBBBTsoN,  Mr.  J.  p.  B.,  Bute 

Sporting  Lands  Rating  (Scotland),  2R.  1487 
Supply — Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scot* 
land,  Ac.  784 

BoBSOH,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Tower  ffamlete,  Bow 
and  Bromley 
London  Water  Companies,  1222 

BooxBS,  Mr.  J.  E.  Thorold,  Southwari^ 
Bermondsey 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1703 

East  London  Water,  2R.  1663 

Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Aaicndmerit, 
2R.  1086 

Labour  SUtistics,  Res.  1798 

Lambeth  Water,  2R.  Amendt.  1303,  1311 

Metropolis,  DistrcM  in  tlie — South  London, 
1033 

Parliament — Qneen'a  Speech,  AddrcM  in  An- 
swer to,  260 

Shop  Hours  Regulation.  2R.  684 

South wark  and  Vanxhall  Water,  2  R.  1311 

Thames,  Pollution  of— Report  of  the  Royal 
Comminioo,  1920 


BosooB.  Sir  H.  E.,  Manehester^  8, 
Italy— Arreet  of  Profeasor  Nicbol,  606 

BosBBERY,  Earl  of  (^Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs) 
Sonth-Eastem  Europe-^PoUey  of  11.  M.  Go- 
Tcmment,  377 

BussBLL,   Mr.  0.  (Attorney  Qeneral)» 

Uaekney,  8. 
Compensation  for  Damages,  9R.  2000 
Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Aoiendment, 

2R.  1081 
Inland  Revenne— Inoome  Tai,  SehcdnU    A, 

•04 
Lend  Registry,  2R«  lOOl,  1004 

^js^m^ 


BUS 


SAL 


Rrntu«  Mr.  0. 

Lav    and    ia«iio«    (Rnftmxl    and    Walet)^ 
Appoictmont   to    the    Rce«rd«rfhip    of 
Liverpool,  1598 
Hiffh  Conri  of  JMtico->Tli«  Lo«f  Vaoa- 
tion,  590 
Mr.  Bradlaugh,  1901 
ParlUuMat^Botineos  of  tho  IIoow<*Ordfr  of 

PuMio  Btttini^M.  Koa.910 
ParliaoMot—Prtviirf^* Inter frronoe  of  Pi^rt 
in  KiMlion  of  Membon  of  thu  Uoaa*.  887. 
(UM,  1510 
Political  Meetinfa,  Spaoehoa  al<— Mr.  Thomaa 

lIofhM  at  Ch«aur,  1019 
Pnblio    Me«iin|^^I>taiojal    Mteting    al    tho 

Oiterion  Reataorant,  IS97 
Rivera  Poltation  ; River  Lea).   Motion    for  a 
Stlaot  Comsittao»  1949,  1949 


RcMELL,  Mr.  E.  B|  QU$gow.  Bridf- 

ton 
Gla«|row  Bridgea,  kt,  9R.  1951 
Sopply-^SecreUry  for  SeotUnd,  77S 
Tannra  of  Town  llooaaa  (Ireland  ,  9K.  1199 

Bylinds.  Mr.  P..  BmmUff 

AdfQintttratioa  and  Eipend<torr,  lSt7 
AffAin  of  tS«  Baa— Sir  H.  Drumtaood  WoIff*a 

Miation,  ISO) 
Land  Refittry,  Comn.  1040 
I«and  RegiAUy  OfBoe—Tbe  Rri^ittrar*  420 
Navy     <npp1enientar7    Etttiuatet,    lA<^-0)~ 

Navf  Servicee,  1795 
ParllamenUrf  Prooednre.  Motion  for  a  Selaot 

Comaitiee,  919 

Supply— Bankrvptey  Dopnrtanal  of  tW  Board 
of  Trade.  709 
Colonial  Local  Rovcnoe.  Ac.  1919 
Coorta  of  Law  and  Jnaliee  in  Scotland,  Ac. 

Dorrr  Harboor.  7:iS 
KmbaMiec  and  Miteiooa  Abroad,  1579 
Porr.co  Oflee,  750 
iwoodoo  Cotver*tly,  19.12 
SevrrUry  for  ftooiUnd.  701,  707 
5opmonaattoo  and   ReUrad   Allovaneea, 
1957 


<|neation,  Mr..T.  W«iw>o  ;  Aatver.  Tbe  ChAo* 
cellor  of  tbe  EiebM|nor  (  Mr  Miebael  Uicka- 
Boaab   Jan  95,917 

SaIo  of  latoziattiaf  Uqaort  ob  SuBday 
Bill  '^'f  J*»'r^  ttmt,  Mr 

t*tmtr,  Mr,  /M«r  ITtU  h 
f.  Ordered  :  read  f  •  ^an  99  [Bill  97) 

Sato  of  iBtoiiCBtJBt  UqBOti  ob  SoadBy 
(OotbwbU)  BUI  Mr.  s.^;a«r. 


(SESSION    1686)         SAL         8AU 

909. 

Sale  of  latoacleatiaf  Uqaon  o&  Saaday 
(Darham  Bill  '^r.  Tk0^r$ 

Fry,   Mr,   Wmtur  Jdmts.   Mr.    /*  II;  Mr, 
EifhsrJ»jH,  Mr.  a..»0rUp,  Mr,  t^ult^m 

t.  Ordered  :  nad  1-  •  y<iii  99  [  Bill  74] 


Salisbury.  Marquess  of  (Prim oMioiator 

and  Secretary  of  Stato  for  Foreign 

Afr.iirs 
Govern mrr.t  of    Irelaad  -Minitterial    foliey, 

Rrt.  300 
UrM«e«-( Collective    Note    of    tbe    Eoropaao 

Towrrt,  9  >9 
Lord  Lieotcoaacy  of  Ireland.  Ree.  999.  991 
Parliament— A djoomAent—Reaif nation  of  tbo 

Miobtry  —  Sutenent  of  tbe   Mar^neaa   of 

Sahtbory.  5.13.  595 
Parltamenl—i^oeen's  Spoecb.  Addreet  m  An« 

swar  to.  5'»,  07 
S^ir  Willum  Roae.  K.C.B..  late  Clerb  of  Ibo 

ParitamanU.  104 

After  Rtti^naiUm 

Ireland,  Coodiiion  of  [*'  BoyootUnf ,"  4e.).97l 
Ktnfdooi  of  Ava.  Ree.  BOl.  004 
Metropolit,  Dittarbaneea  to  tbe.  570.  571,  579 
Policy    of    II. M.     Govemamil,    Mmialertal 

Stateneol,  545 
Sontb-Eaecem  Earope-Poltey  of  ILM.  Oo* 

vernment,  577 

Salm  SritWAnK.  Culonol  G.,  Lmmtmikire, 

Amy   (Ordnance   IVptrtmeni   —  Manefoetara 
of  S«or.U.  1027 
Tealittf  of  Side^ArMO,  107 

Salmoa  Piohtriot  Iralaad^  Bill 

.Mr,   a 


i-<r„ 


Mf.    T.m  *{f  Hi*'u   Me.    *i*l'   S 
Mr.  iUw,  ('  .*  ti/  .V..4#,  Mr.  L^mmf 
c.  Ordered  ;  lead  f  J*m  99  (HiU  15^ 

Sabcclsob,  Sir  B.,  OiUri^kiri^  B^mhmrf 
Kr^pi   -Irrifaiion  Woria  and  Koreed  Labear, 

Midlind  Railway.  9R.  AoMndt.  1000 
I'arl  amentary  Etreitone— Lut  of  Vo4cra,  1511 
Supply  —  Ref tatmtion    of   ITolera,    Engtand, 
1909 

SAjriiHraar,  I»nl    Uiidi*r  Socrvtary  of 
State  for  War 

Moorted  Voloaterr  laf»otry.  1009 

SAKtiva,  CoIooolT.  M.,  Ltmr4tAtr§,S,  fr  , 
B04ti4 
Metropolian  Or pnitatjon  of  tba  Pwliee,  1531 

iu«4f*H^  of  Hooooo  BUI 

Mr,  ^t/,m»MmrtitmJ,  Str  F.J.%  ,%4  It^kmtftt 


Str    J4km  St.    .l-*y«.    Mr,  C»Nr/«/v.    Jf r   i  **   Ordered;  rradl*»yaa2i 


'H»U  •«■• 


C,     T.    V,k*  AcUnJ,   Mr,    C  my^*.r.    Mr 
Bttlf't^Smttk^  Mr,  i>^i,djtmk.m,) 

«.  Ordarsd;  rand  l««/aji90  [BU; 


Sac^tpcu^,  Mr.  W.,  UuJ^  E, 

Appoibt»ent«  ender  th«  Cre«n,  >Ce;.oo  for  a 
Meti  Co«aittao»  1070 


8AU 


SCO 


{  INDEX  ] 
30s. 


SCO 


800 


Saokdbri,  Mr.  W.-^cont. 

Coanty  GoTernment — Local  Taxation,  89 i 
RepreienUtive  Counoils,  421 

Law  and  Poliee — Employment  ofaBIoodhoond 
in  Purtait  of  Poachers,  1392 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  662 

Saxjnderson,  Major  E.,  Armagh,  N. 

Ireland  —  Irish    Land   Purchase    Settlement 
Company,  1757 
Labourers  Act — Tlpperary  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, 1527 
Ireland— Maintenance  of  Social  Order,  Res. 

Motion  for  Adjournment,  1997 
Labourers   (Ireland)  Acts    Amendment,    2R. 

1832,  1833,  1834.  1840,  1841 
Parliament-- Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  160,  165,  167,  672 
Police  and  Sanitary  Regulstions,  Res.  1366 

Savings    Banks    Rsturnt    {England   and 

Scotland) 
Question,  Mr.  James  O'Brien  ;  Answer,  The 
President    of  the    Board    of   Trade    (Mr. 
Mundella)  Mar  2, 1761 

SoABBROUGH,  Earl  of 
Parliament--Qneen's  Speech,  AddrcM  in  An- 
swer to,  45 

School  Fees  of  Non-Panpers  Bill 

{Mr,  LleiceUyn^  Sir  Richard  Poffet,  Mr, 
HobkouMt) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Feb  24  [Bill  114] 

SoLATEB-BooTH,  Bight  Hon.  Q.,  Hants, 
Basingstoke 
Rirers   Pollution   (River   Lea),  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  1483 

Scotland  —  Secretary     for,     &c.     [see 
Tbbvbltax,  Bight  Hon.  O.  0.) 

Scotland  ( Questions) 

Aberdteti  University—  The  Chair 0/ Physiology, 
Question,  Mr.  James  Campbell  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
Mar  2,  1765 

Arrears  of  Kates  tu  Stye,  Question,  Mr. 
Fraser- Mackintosh  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  Mar  1,  1518 

Collegiate  Appointments,  Question,  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Robertson ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  Feb  25, 1218 

Errors  in  Staiistieal  Returns  — >  Return  of 
Municipal  Burghs,  1885,  Questions,  Sir 
George  Campbell ;  Answers,  The  I«ord  AdTO* 
cato  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  Mar  4,  1877 
tjocal  Taxation  Returns,  Question,  Mr. 
Bruce  :  Answer,  1'ho  Secretary  Tor  Scothind 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  Mar  4,  1902 

Ettabtithtd  Church-^  DitestaUiihment,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  Donald  Currie ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
Feb  22,  906 

[eont. 


SooTLAVD — eont. 

Farm  Servants ^^ A  Royal  Commission^  Ques- 
tion, Dr.  Clark  ;  An^swer,  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  (Mr.  Trerelyan)  Feb  19,  712 

Foreshores  and  Fishings,  Question,  Mr.  Mae* 
farlane ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Jan  26,  416 

Barbour  Accommodation  {North  of  Scotland) ^ 
Question,   Dr.  R.  M*  Donald ;  Answer,  The 
SecreUry  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  C.  T. 
D.  Acland)  Feb  25,  1206 

Barbours  —  Invergordon  Barbour,  Question, 
Dr.  R.  M 'Donald ;  Answer,  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundella)  Mar  3, 
1752 

Parliamentary  Elections — Rlectum  Expenses ^ 
Question,  Sir  Donald  Currie  ;  Answer,  The 
Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour);  Question, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy  [no  reply]  Mar  4,  1899 

Represeniation  of  the  People  Act — Polling 
Places  in  Argyllshire,  Question,  Mr.  Mac- 
farlane;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr. 
J.  B.  Balfour)  Feb  22.  881 

Sherif  Clerk  DepuU  of  Skye,  Question,  Mr. 
Eraser- Mackintosh  ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Ad- 
vocate (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour]  Mar  1,  1517 

University  of  St.  Andrews,  Question,  Mr. 
Edmund  Robertson ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trerelyan)  Mar  2, 
1764 

Education  DepartmetU  {Scotland) 

Education  Code — School  Attendance,  Question, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  Mar  1,  1523 

Qaelie  in  Board  Schools,  Question,  Mr.  Beith  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  lor  Scotland  (Mr. 
Trevelyan)  Mar  2,  1762 

Fisheries  {Scotland) 

Private  Piers — Pier  Dues,  Questions,  Mr. 
Macfarlane  ;  Answers,  The  I^rd  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)  Jan  25.  305 

Tweed  Fisheries  AeU,  Question,  Sir  Charles 
Tennant :  Answer,  The  Secretary  for  Soot- 
land  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  Jfor  2,  1753 

Law  and  Justice  {Scotland) 

Administration  of  Justice  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands,  Question,  Dr.  R.  M'Donald ;  An. 
swer.  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Bal- 
four) Feb  25, 1207 

Mr.  R.  jr.  Ronton,  Proeuratmr  Fiscal  0/  Kaet 
Fife,  Question,  Dr.  Cameron  ;  Answer,  The 
Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  IL  A.  Maedonald) 
Jan  25,  308  ;  Question.  Dr.  (Cameron  ;  An- 
swer, The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour) 
Feb  22,  890  ;  Question.  Mr.  Boyd-Kinnear  ; 
Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr*  J.  B. 
Balfour)  Mar  A,  1903 

Procurator  Fiscal  of  Orkney,  Questions,  Mr. 
Lyell,  Mr.  Miedooald  Caneron,  Dr. 
Cameron ;  Answers,  The  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  ifor  1,  1513 

Procurator*  Fiscal,  Question,  Mr.  J.  WT. 
Barclay  ;  Answer,  The  Lord  AdroeaU  (Mr, 
J.  B.  Balfour)  Mar  1,  1523 

The  Magiitraey 

Mr.  William  Ivory,  Sherif  0/ Inserness'Shire, 
Question,  Dr.  K.  M* Donald  ;  Anav^r,  The 
Urtl  Adrocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  BallMr)  Feb  95. 
1307 
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BftLBORXX,  Earl  of 

Unnmof  Adt  Afneodrnvnl,  9R.  I|9I 
ftUrriagM  VftltUity.  SK.  S«7 

8«leetT6rtriM 

L  Bill.  prt/9rmA.  rtftd  l«  /an  f  I 

BELLAm,  Mr.  A.C.,  LmmsrlMn,  Purtiel 

GlMgov  DriJp*.  A«.  2R.  1363 

8klwin-Ibbbt80h,  Right  Hon.  8tr  H.  J., 
J£f««x,  Eppinf 

Police  SuprranROAtion  aail  PeotioiUa  l}0<l 

Skton-Kjoir,  Mr.  H.,  4^/.  //#/#»'« 

VkmA  H\—%   RrgaUticn    Act  (t$8i}  Amtad* 
nical,3U.  X^^l 

SsxToy,  Mr.  T.,  Slig^,  S. 

Amj—Triiiog  of  SiJ*- Armt,  1591 

IWlfAM  Main  Dr4itui|«.  Ilea.  1189.  1677,  1691, 

l«t»7.  UOt.  1690.  1700.  1702,  1761 
Cbnreb  of  KofUnd  —  roftvoeatioD  —  *'  Tto 

lIooM  of  Ujnra/'  1196 
Inperial  lUveoM  ;Irtla«4  aftd  GrMt  BritAUiX 

Rm.  1069 

EvitflioM  —  emjplojmeQt  of  tb«    MilitM7 

KorcM  of  tiM  Crowft,  1519 
fodotlriM  ftfttl  S*liiioa  Kitb«rtM — ScImI 

CoquailtCM,  R*Hippoiotm«Dl»  616 
RaOm  for  L»tM  of  TroUaUat  Laa^Ioi^o. 

1516.  1510 
Wotton  ItiM,  CoftdiUoK  of  ibo.  1616 
Ir»lM4— MaiatooABco  of  8o«iAl  OrAtr,  Bm, 

1676 
Lftboorffn   (trtUadi    AoU  A«oft4awal,   9R. 

1616,  1H99.  1694.  1696.  1694 
Lor4  lUrdopb   rh«r»hili*»   Vi«it   lo  B«ICul, 
717  :  —  Kitra  y«rli>— Ury    rucnaoM, 
II  in.  1993.  lAH 
PariitmMt  —  Oni«r  —  ArfoafUf  <|«tt* 
lloii».  1100 

P»rUMiiocit-qof*n*eHp««oli.  A44rw»  Im  Aa- 

•••r  to.  105.  105.  joj,  t|4.  9J0 
t*olM«  «ii4  Saaiury  KrfnUlioo*.  Koo.  llotiMi 

for  Ad)o«r«mrat,  1341.  I5A5.  15<^>4 
Poai  Oake  ■  AdilK'Mf  of  Tvleg rma«.  I  %96 
$apft/~4'olo«iAJ  l^ocal  Ketrnae.  A«.  1910 
Coovubulary  Forco  in  IrrUoJ.  6i6,  6i0 
Pabltc  Mooaiion.  lr»lMi4.  UJO 
Toovrvof  lovD  Uom«   IrolaaJ),  9H.  Il9t 
T»»«  UoUioc*.   Moiioa  Cor    a  8ol««i  Cos* 

BUUM.  1*«00 

HuEKiiY,  Mr  1>..  Ositr^p,  8. 

Laboortrs     IrvUad)    Ao4«   Aawa4aMat.    9R. 
lf«l*> 

8111RLCT,  Mr.  W.  8.,   )Wi«Afr#,  IT.f., 

Araiy  (la^iiah-Udiaa  MiUsary  Laato.  M*>0 
Bartai  4«r«ia4«.  looi 
Mauapolu  ^  Poblw    ll^lib  -  Vu^ 
UabitatM»ft«,  MO 

Uflii    Tba  UaifffiUMa.  19o>9 


Shop  Honn  RofnlatloR  BUI 

-.Yir  /rAa  f.»Uarl.  Jfr.  ilwrf.  Jfr.  JftraJfAfra. 

t,  Or^nsl ;  rraa  !••  Jan  99  (Bill  56] 

MoTod.     **Tbat   Ibo   bill   ba  aov   rva4    r" 

fVi   IH.  670:  aftar   tbort  «fobaU.   Motloa 

agraod  to  ;  Itill  rra4  1* 
Moved.  *•  Tbat  ibr  Bill  bo  r«forrod  lo  a  Sake! 

Commit lae  ;  '*  Motioa  ag rvo4  lo 
Mov<>d.  **Tbat  tbit  llonta  do   ao«  ad)-i«n»** 

(Mr.  HttttfiHTd  //«•;'<;.  aflrr  •bort  dabaU. 

Uaaatian|Mil  ;  A.  1:17.  >'.  149  :  M.  5  (IM..  5) 
Selr«t  rommittao  oomiaatod  lf«fr  I  ;  U»t  of 

tba  Committer,  1669 

8tDMot*Tti,  Viocount 

CotoQiat  —  lmpi»nal  and   fotonlal    iVf^aa^t, 

Addr«>«t  for  lUtart**.  ISl.t,  1340 
Malu,  rnivaraiiy  of,  709 
Narj-Coaai  Ualancef.  100^  1019 

Sixoir,  Mr.  Sorjoant  J.,  th^thury 
lodia—Uooovtoaaieil  Civil  Strvioo,  3  17 

8itM  for  SdiooU,  Jbe.  (Irtlaad)  BlU 

(Mr.  J^r^M.  C4tm4i  .VaUm  Jfr.  rA«a<v,  Jfr. 
JUfmUU,  Mr,  Flynn 
e.  Ordatad :  faad  1* •  /aa  99  [BiU  49J 

8hf0  Tfi4  %%  04  Rfd  Sim 
Qoostiont,  Mr.  lUabarf ,  Mr.  OiUoo  :  Aaavara, 
Tbo  S«er«Ur7  to  tbo   Admiralty  (Mr.  ilib- 
bart)  Jrar9,  1766 

8MALL,  Mr.  J.  P.,  />»M,    5. 
Compa— itioa  for  Uamafaa.  9  R.  9019 


Sxrrn,  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  (S^crpUry  of 
Btato  for  War\  Sifmd,  fFuimituUr 
Army— Taauog  of  Sulo-Armt.  167 

A/Ur  R09i§m9tUm) 
Army  K»tima4r«,  1016 
Army  (Sapplrmratary    K*timalaa.    1M5.6)  — 

Warliba  Staraa  aad  Worbt.  1656.  1636 
Compaaa»4iaa  for  iMmafoe.  9R.  9*>-'0 
llydo  Park  Coraar   Na«  Sirratt  .  9R.  1656 
l.o«doa  ficbool  Board  Elaciioa  Kipvaora.  t*^t4 
Mr'rofolu,  Uu(arbaft«^  ia  tba^Qaaetioat 
Aetioa  of  tba  IIomm  Ilapartataat— KsfUaa- 

ttoa,  5V3.  64il 
CompMaatioa.  1906 
Ro-orfaaoateaa  of  tba  Paliaa.  1990 
Rapact  of  tbo  CammUfaa  of  lavaacifaUoa, 
010 

Matrafal*^^  ^•^^  ^••v^*  1373  ;*()rgaaim- 

tioa.  Raa.  1193 
Sitaa  far  Iba  .\a«  PaWia  Ottaat^Tbo  Admi- 

rmlty  and  War  l>«aa,  1000 
8«Mly_Coloaul  Ural  Ravaaa*.  Am,  1969 
Waalaiab    Araaaal— Diaikarfa  of  Warkmaa. 

1019 

MmtkM  BttioRBCt  AbalMiMit  ( MttropoUi) 

BUI  (« I-) 

f.  Pm«lad;  Mdl**  JCarl  (Ko.  97 
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Southwark  and  Vauxhatt  WaUr  BUI 
e.  Read  2*,    and  committed  to  a  Select  Oom- 
mittee  ifarl,  1611 

Spain 
Case  of  Mr,  Weiford,  MUrionary  at  Fernando 
Po,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Bort ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Bryce)  Feb  22,  893 

Commercial  XegoiiationSf  Qaestions,  Mr.  Pal- 
mer, Mr.  Tomlinson ;  Answers,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affinirs  (Mr. 
Bourke)  Jan  26,  420 

Diferential  Duiiet,  Question,  Mr.  Forwood  ; 
Answer,  Tlie  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brjce)  Ffb  23,  1035 

Spbakeb,   The  (Bight   Hon.    Arthub 

Wbllksley    Pbel),     Warwick  and 

Leamington 
Affisirs  of  the  East — Mission  of  Sir  U.  Drum- 

mond  Wolff,  1203 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1697, 1704, 1705, 

1710,  1723,  1733,  1734 

Chureh  of    England — Cozwold    Rectory  and 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  1213 
The    ConTOoation— '*The   Uouse  of  Lay- 
men." 1106 

Compensation  for  Damages,  2R.  2012 
Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 

2R.  1087,1099,  1102,1103 
Greece^- Collectire   Note  of  the    European 

Powers,  422 
Ireland ^Poor  Law— Election  of  Guardians— 

.Mr.  J.  D.  Grier,  Clerk  of  the  Caran  Union, 

1548 
Laboorert    (Ireland)  Acts   Amendment,   2R. 

1836 
Lambeth  Water,  2R.  1505,  1510 
Land  Registry,  2R.  1001,  1002 
Law  and  Justice — Appointment  to  the    Re- 

cordership  of  LiTcrpool,  895 
Metropolis,  Disturbances  in    the — Action  of 

the  Llome  Department.  Eiplanation,  605 
Metropolis— Metropolitan    Police   Force— Or- 
ganisation, Res.  1400,  1432 

Parliament — Questions 

Broadhurst,  Mr.,  Under  Secretary  of  Stato 

for  the  Home  Department,  1877 
Business  of  the  House,  433,  435 
Election  of  a  Speaker,  11,  13. 19,  21 
Members'  Places— Protection  of  Seats,  427 
Order — Argumentatire  Questions,  1190 
Order  of  Business,  430,  431 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House— Onler  of 
Publio  Business,  Ret.  912.  918, 919 

Parliament — Committee  of  Selection,  Nomi- 
nation of  Committee,  415 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  136,  165,  160,  173,  203,  230,  529 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Estension  to  Women), 
2R.  701 

ParliamenUry  Oath  (.VIr.  Bradlaagh).  21.  24 

Poor  Law— Out-door  Relief  during  the  Exist- 
ing Distress,  692 

Sices  for  the  New  Publio  OflBcea — War  OflBee 
.nnd  Admiralty,  2000 

Tenure  of  Town  Houses  (Ireland),  2R.  1145 


Sfekcbr,  Earl 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An« 
swer  to,  69 

( Lord  President  0/  the  Council) 

Allotments,  Motion  for  a  Return,  846,  848 
Charitable  Trusts  (Allotments  Extension  Act 

(1882),  Motion  for  a  Return.  1873. 1874 
Ireland,  Condition  of  (<*  Boycotting."  Ac),  871 

National  League— Local  Courts,  1 183 
Sale  of  Poisons,  13^0 

Spekslbt,  Mr.  H.,  Finebwy,  Central 
Australia  and  New  Zealand— The  Parcel  Post, 

1020 
Charity  Commissioners — Schemes  for  Christ's 

HospiUl,  1025.  1875 
Paris  industrial  Exhibition,  1547 

Spirits  in  Bond  (Oreat  Britain  and  Ire- 
land) BiU  {Mr,  Ft^nm,  CoUmel 
Nolan,  Mr,  John  0*  Connor^  Mr.  Peter 
McDonald,  Mr,  O^Ranhn) 

€,  Considered  in  Committee ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported ;  Bill  ordered ;  read  1^  * 
Jan  22  [Bill  52] 

Sporting  Lands  Bating  (Scotland)  Bill 

{J>r,  Cameron,    MarquetM  of  Stajferi^  Mr* 

Maekintothf  Dr,  Farquhareon) 

€,  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Jan  25  [Bill  86] 

Read  2«,  after  short  debate  Feb  26,  1487 
Committee  * — r.p.  Mar  1 

Stafford,  Marquess  of,  8uth§rland 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  9),  Motion  for  Leave, 
1339 

Stakhope,  Right  Hen.  E.  (President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade),  Lincolnshire^ 
HomeasiU 
Railways  —  Fish  Traffic  ~  Fish  Trafle  Rates. 

410 
Royal  Commission  on  Merchant  Sbippinff»  427 
Trade  and  Commerce  ^  Bounties  to  Italian 
Shipping,  310 

{Afl$r  Besignaii^n) 

East  India,   Burmah    (Ezpentet  of  Militiirf 

Operations),  Kee.  970 
Labour  SUtistica.  Res.  Anendt.  1775.  1778. 

1770,  1781,  1700,  1664 

Stanlbt,  Bight  Hon.  Colonel  (alter* 
wards  Sir  F.  A.)  (Seoretaiy  of  State 
for  the  Oolonies),  Lancashire,   If,, 

Blackpool 
GibralUr  ^  Zebehr  Pasha  — >  11ie  Ordinance. 

424 
Mauritiua—Mr.  Cockbum  Suvart.  421 

{After  Rssignaiian) 

Africa  (South)  Aflairs  of«  722 

Mauritina-- Appointment  of  Mr.  Cliflbrd  Uoyd 

as  IJeotenant  Governor.  802 
Supply— Onnfc  Rivor  T«rrttory«  4o.  1610 
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Btaklvt  op  Au>nLiT,  Lord 

llttropolU.  Diit«rbiinre«  in  th*.  561 

S«»d»f  MMtlonio  the  SasarM  aod  Parks, 
1178 

SrimsoK,  Mr.  J.  C.»  Spuih  SkMdi 

PArlUoMoUiy  Procednrt,  Motion  lor  a  Solecl 
Coonntttro,  931 

Stswaet,  Mr.  M.  J.,  K%rhcudkri$\t 

Ktmj    Aoiihary  Foreet)— ArtUkrj    Volan- 

iMft,  162:7.  1A25 
I  oant  to  ljin<!own«n.  1461 
Parlunent— i^uern't  Speech,  Addrtoo  U  An* 

•wet  to.  Ii54.  3>i0 
Town  lloMiufv,  Motion   for  a  Seteoi   Com- 

miltee,  IHOt) 

Stratbvdxx  A3n>  Campbkix,  Lord 

Habtio  Ofllcee.  the  Nev,  Reo.  1170.  1179 

Stvaet,  Mr.  J.,  fik^iiiUk^  IlojtUm 

ConreoMltoo  for  Domifve.  9R.  901} 
Met ropolit^ London  Muotcipot  Refomi,  711 
MetrofMiht — Metropolttno  Poliee  Foree— Or- 

sanitation,  Kea.  1904 
rnrliMnentnryKmnchit^— >EileMion  CoWoMon, 

9R.  004,  700 

Quest tont,  Sir  Chnrleo  W.  Dilke,  Mr.  SvUmt- 
l«cid :  Aatwere,  The  Under  SecreUrf  of 
SiAte  for  Forrtf  n  AflbUrt  Mr.  Bonrhr)  J^m 
25,901;  Qiie»i»oo,  Mr.  Mafnt'O  ;  Answer, 
The  Cndrr  Hecrrcary  of  SiaU  for  Foreign 
Aflkirt  ( Mr.  Brycr  i  f^  19,  71 1 

8ri.uvA]f,  Mr.  I>.,  WfMtwt^Mtk,  8. 

CommiMionere  of   Irith   l.i^htt  •^  Lifhthonio 

Keeper «,  1010 
Indin  —  Kr)>(ioo«   ProYitiont  — >  Proteetanl 

ChapUm*  add  ratboitc  Prirete,  h41 

SrPPLT 

.Vary  fatimMU$^SAiphmiiiim.f  %\tt$,  Qmo- 
tton.  I>r.  Cnmeron  ;  Anewer*  Tbe  Seerourr 
to  the  Admiralty    Mr.  KiUhir'  J^n  90.  499 

Jr»v  £«fi«Ml/«.  Qnontfton,  Mr.  W.  1|.  Smtih; 
Antwer,  Tbe  Fir«4  l.ord  of  the  TrMtnrj 
(Mr.  W.  E.  GIndMooe    iTor  4,  1910 

8VPPLY 

RoMWfid,  Thai    tbta  llonae  will,  T< 
rreoltc  \im\i  into  a  Committoo  to 
of  t)i«  Sttppi;  to  be  granted   to  Her  Majeolj 
fV4  IH 

Kttimatet  referred 

roii*id#re4  m  rommitlee  Fth  19,  79#  -Ciett 
>aaYU'i«  Sim  BwaerAnrKflriitiTia.  t^^V4 
— rtAM  L— >PiBLic  Wonna  4«n  |Vrit»tao»<— ^ 
Vo(r«  7.  10.  liV— >NaLAnina  4»»  Kiravaaa  09 
fivti  l>ar*nnta^r«~\  utrv  9.  A,  6.  9,  lu, 
11.  W,  J«.  41»C^4aa  I.I  *1.av  aa»  Jet* 
Tira   -Vi.t#«  A,  17.  '-•:.  iO 

R#«<i-ii"  n«  r*pi*rt#*J.  ani.  aftrr  dehote.  Ofroed 
to  /r*  1/.  0-i 

Coati.Ureil  m  Comti'tt^^e  /'.&  If.  1974— CiriL 
Snnrtcna  Sc  prLuiinrAnt  bimurnn.  158^-0/ 

TOL.   OOCII«     [tRIAOOBAIM.J    [«eol. 


-^rtAan  lV.--E»rr4Tio9,  Sctnvcn,  atnAn? 
— Voteo  7.  0.  U^CLaaa  V.—Fonnion  an» 
Coto«ULSanrtcso-.Votee9  4  9— CLaaa  VI. 
— Non'ErrtcTira  aan  rnintTABU  Snnricsn 
—  Votea  1  A  4— C1.AM  VlL—MinCBLLAnnotm 
— Votra  4^0  :— RsYSJiifB  DarAnmun-* 
Votea  9  A  9~NArT  (StrrrLsmiTAnT  Etn* 
M4ra«,  1M90) 
Reoolotiooa  rrportod  Fih  90 

Coaaidertdin  CommHteo  ifir  I,  1590~CiriL 
SanvicB  Kirtif 4rM  —  Ciaan  V.  ~  Fonnton 
AB»  roLovui.  SBBTicta  -•'Votea  1  ^  ft.^ 
Abut   ScrrLBUBvranT  KattMATsa,  l**J9-0) 

Re«olutiona  reported  J#«r  9 

Conaiderad  in  Conmittoe  .Ifer  4,  9000«rieii. 
SsartcB  KaTiMArna  —  CtAaa  I.  —  Pcauo 
WoBsaABn  Bctt*iBo»^Vote  l^n.F 


St*TnxmLAiin,  Mr.  T.,  Or 

Soei  Canal,  904 


SwiXBCEVB.  Sir  J.,  8tmf0ri$kir§,  LifkJUU 
Uaaa  to  Landownora,  Ammtdu  1490,  1407 

Talbot,  Mr.  J.  O.,  Oxford  Unitmnitf 

Poliee  and  Sanitarj  Refnlntlona,  Ron.  1904 

r«rf/  €mi    CutUm    AH,    1876~Ar- 

Qae«t.on,  Mr.  Ktnf ;  Anawor.  The  ChanooHor 
of  tbe  K«ch«'^ner  (Hir  Miehael  llieka- 
Beoeh)/en  95,  910;  tlwation.  Mr.  Ktaf  : 
Ao««rr.  Tbe  Chnaeollor  of  the  Eteha^i 
.Sir  WiUiaoi  llareovrt)  /V*  19.  700 


Xffimtftitl  IdsoRtioR  Jft^Ti^) 

( Jfr.  i».  /.  i*#ir#r,  Mr    T.  D,  SmUttmm^  Mr. 
Mmr^kf,  Mr.   Urn,  Mr.  A.  (/Cmmmr.  Mr. 
E4mm4  Uwyrr  Ortf) 
t.  Ordmd  :  mad  1*  •  ^«a  99  [B4I1  10] 


m  An* 


TRMrLS,  Sir  R.,  U^^rtrsUr,  Ebmkm 

Pnrliaaattt— <dneen*a  Spaooh,  Addr 
awer  to,  l40:  Motion  far  Ad 
994 

Tersavt.  Sir  C,  PmhU$  mmd  SMirk 
Seotlaa^  —  FiabarWo  —  Tvaod  Fiabnriaa  Aota, 
175i 


TORRTO  of  LftRd   BoottRid 

i-r».r«.  Mr    VtUm-^t 
r.  Or.l«rrd;  read  l'*yen9i 


(JTr. 

rnaioo] 


ToRttro  of  Town  H 


«IrdARd)BiIl 


Mr    Cf,;:y,  Jfr.  A-^s  Mr    T  />.  SoOtm, 

Mr.  iW#r  M'i^*msii,  S.r  Tktmm  Btmimi  ) 

r.  Ordered  ;  mad  1*  •  Jea  99  'Bill  1 1^ 

Ikll  vttbdravn,  afUr  leag  debnto  #V4  94. 1 1 1 7 
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Thame§y  Pollution  of  the — Report  of  the 
Jioyal  Commmion 
Questions,  Mr. Thorohl  Rogers;  Answers,  T\ie 
Sccretnrj  of  State   for  the  Homo   Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Childers)  Fib  25,  1220 

Theatres,  ftc.  Metropolis)  Bill 

{Mr,  Dixon- Hartlandy  Mr,  Macfarlane) 

c.  Ordered ;  read  1>  •  Jan  22  [Bill  C9] 

Moved,  "Tbat    the    Bill   be   now   read    2o " 

Feb  19,  837 
Moved,  •*  That  I  ho  Debato  be  now  adjourned  ** 
{Mr,  Henry  IL  Foxvkr)  ;  after  short  debate, 
Motion  agreed  to  ;  Debate  adjourned 

TnuRLow,  Lord 

Freshwater  Fisheries  (KeU),  2R.  1169 
Metropolis— Riots,  The,  663,  576,677,843 
Sunday  Meetings  in  the  Squares  and  Parks, 

1178 
Metropolitan  Police  Force— Departmental 
Committee  of  1879,  1017 

Tithe  Eent-Charge  Amendment  Bill 

{Mr.  BroolcJUldy  Mr.  Farquharton) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  P  *  Jan  22  [Bill  65] 

Tithe     Rent-Charge     ( Extraordinary ) 
Amendment  Bill         {Mr.  Xorton,  Mr, 

Knatchbull' Stiff essetty  Mr,  Pomfret) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1**  •  Jan  22  [Bill  61] 

Tithe     Bent-Charge    ( Extraordinary) 

Redemption  Bill       {^f'  Thomas  Bolton, 
Mr,  Thorold  Rogers,  Mr.  Borlate,  Sir  John 
Lubbock) 
€.  Ordered  ;  read  ^  •  Jan  32  [Bill  68] 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  Recovery  Bill 

{Mr,  Stanley  Leighton,  Mr.  Raikes,  Mr,  Kenyon) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  *  Mar  4  [Bill  129] 

Tobacco  (Ireland)  Bill  {ifr.  t,  p. 

O^  Connor,  Mr.  Pyn$,  Mr.  Bany,  Mr.  Condon, 
Mr,  O'HanUm) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  ^  •  Jan  23  [Bill  32] 

ToLLEMACHEy     Mr.    H.    J.,     Che$hire, 

Eddithury 
Allotments  and  Small  Holdings— The  Returns, 
1219 

ToMUNsox,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.,  Preston 

Coal    Mines   Uoirulation   Act   (1^72)    Amend- 
ment, 211.  HAl,  |m:,5 
Compensation  for  Ibmniro*,  2R.  2008 
Spain — Commercial  Negotiations,  421 
Supply— County  Courts  77'».  77S 

Courts  of  Law  mid  Justice  in  Scotland, ^'o. 
7SS 
Trade  and  Commerce  —  Bounties  to  Itnlinn 
Shipping,  510 


Town  Holdinge 
Moved  *'  Thatfc  Seleot  Comraiitee  be  appointed, 
'  to  inquire  into  the  terms  of  oecopation  and 
the  compensation  for  improrements  pos> 
sessed  bj  the  occupiers  of  town  houses  an  I 
lioldings  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland**' 
(Colonel  Kolan)  Mar  2,  1801  ;  after  short 
debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

Trade  and  Commerce 

Bounties  to  Italian  Shipping,  Question,  Mr. 
Tomlinson ;  Answer,.  The  President  of  ttio 
Hoard  of  Trade  (Mr.  R.  Stanhope)  Jan  23, 
310 

Falsely  Marked  Goods,  Questions,  Mr.  Hick- 
man, Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett ;  '  Answers,  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  .Mundella)  Ifor  1,  1543 

Imports  0/  Butter  and  Butterine,  Question. 
Captain  Field  ;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mandella)  Feb  23, 
1031 

Subsidies  by  Foreign  Nations,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Kimber;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Aflkirs  ( Mr.  Bryee)  Mar  4, 
1904 

Trads  and  Industry,  Depression  of 
Distress  at  Shipbuilding  Ports,  Question,  Mr. 
Gourlejr ;  Answer.  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan) 
Feb  19,  710 
The  Commissifm  of  Inquiry,  Qoeetioo,  Mr. 
A shmead- Bartlett ;  Answer,  Tbe  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mandella)  Feb 
19,  714;  Qaestion,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour;  An* 
swer.  The  President  of  the  Ixwal  Govern- 
ment Board  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  Feb  19, 
715 
The  Unemployed  ^Harbours  of  Refuge,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  Edward  B  irk  beck  ;  Answer.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone) /V6  19,  71s 

Tramways  Acts  (Ireland)  Amendment 

Bill       {Colonel  Xolan,  Mr.  T.  P.  (T Connor, 
Mr,  Foley,  Mr,  Harris,  Mr.  Moll^) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Jan  22  [Bill  78] 

Treasury — First  Lord  (see  Qladstoztb, 
Right  Hon.  W.  E.) 

Treasury — Lord  of  (see  (Joitbr,  Mr.  Q. 

G.  L.) 

Treasury — Financial  Secretaiy  to  [see 
Jackson,  Mr.  W.  L.'i 

Treasury  —  Financial  Secretary  to  [see 
Fowler,  Mr,  Henry  H.) 

Trkasury  —  Secretary  to  (*##  Morlry, 
Mr.  Arnold'! 

Trees  (Ireland)  Bill  {Hfr.  Oiiheoiy, 

Mr.  Timnthy  Harrington,  Mr.  Mnmm,  M^. 
Pyne,  Mr.  0*HanUn) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Jan  92  [Bill  901 


